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Breedlove:
Crisis shows
need for US
in Europe

Stars and Stripes

Moscow has enough forces to achieve
its goals in three to five days if it in-
vades eastern Ukraine, the top U.S.
commander in Europe said an inter-
view Wednesday, arguing that the U.S.
needs to re-examine where and how its
troops are deployed in Europe in light
of a newly assertive Russia.

“We think it is ready to go and we
think it could accomplish its objectives
in between three and five days if di-

rected to make
' . the actions,” Air

We think  Force Gen. Phil-
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go and we Foreign Pol-
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five days if personnel in Eu-
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Afghan presidential candidate Abdullah Abdullah greets supporters at a rally in Panjshir province. While he has faced accusations of Philip Breedlove 1,00 5t the

playing up ethnic divides, Abdullah says ethnicity is fading as an issue in Afghan politics. supreme allied poioht  of the
commander co1d War.

inEurope " Although  the

& u u =y
Pentagon has
ve r I c e Is c ross m e “ I c announced no public proposals to draw
down U.S. forces, European Command
has been seen by some as low-hanging

budgetary fruit since before February.
“For years, [European Command]

Traditional divisions playing a lesser role in Afghan elections | tas peen te mturat ou payer sad

German Marshall Fund in Washington,

Josw Smiw/Stars and Stripes

By JosH SMmiTH trying to beat them back. and his history fighting the Soviets Blast kills using Pentagon-speak for a command
Stars and Stripes Perched on top of his vehicle, sur-  in the valley sealed h.lS acceptance at least 6 or program forced to accept cuts in
rounded by guards in traditional ~among the mostly Tajik population. favor of other defense programs.

KABUL — When the convoy of ar-  pakol felt hats, Abdullah waved to There was a time when an Afghan at Aighan Breedlove was to testify on Capitol

mored SUVs carrying Afghan presi- the crowd that had been waiting leader might have used a gathering Interior Hill on Tuesday and Wednesday on the

dential candidate Abdullah Abdullah  more than four hours for his arrival Such as this to openly appeal to eth- e EUCOM budget, in which force struc-

wheeled around the corner, thecrowd  at a rally in the Panjshir Valley, sur-  1i¢ or tribal loyalties. But less so in Ministry ture is considered as part of coming
of supporters surged forward, heed-  rounded by snow-capped peaks. this election. Page 6 defense bills.

less of the police officers and militia This is Abdullah’s adopted home, SEE ETHNIC ON PAGE 6 SEE BREEDLOVE ON PAGE 9
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Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel, left, Ilstens to Malaysuan Defense Minister and acting Transport
for

Minister Hishammuddin Hussein during a

in Honolulu on Tuesday.

Asian defense ministers

Hagel: Coordination is key in
search for missing Flight 370

By Lovita C. BALDOR
The Associated Press

ABOARD A U.S. MILITARY
AIRCRAFT — Defense Secre-
tary Chuck Hagel will meet with
Malaysia’s defense minister this
week amid ongoing criticism
about how the search for miss-
ing Flight 370 has been conduct-
ed and coordinated with other
nations.

The defense leaders will come
together at a meeting of the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations
hosted by Hagel in Honolulu. A
key topic will be how all the coun-
tries can better work together
during disasters like the missing
Malaysian Airlines plane and Ty-
phoon Haiyan that ravaged the
Philippines late last year.

“There’s always lessons to be
learned,” Hagel said when asked
Tuesday by reporters traveling
with him en route to Hawaii about
the search for the plane. “We'’re
going to go back, the Malaysians
will go back, all the ASEAN
nations will go back and walk
through this. What could have
been done, maybe what should

have been done, what needs to be
done better. But coordination is a
key part of this.”

The desperate search across
the southern Indian Ocean for
debris from the missing airliner,
now in its fourth week, has shown
how far nations need to go to bet-
ter share information and coop-
erate more aggressively during
disasters, said senior defense
officials, who spoke to reporters
about Hagel’s trip on condition of
anonymity because they weren’t
authorized to discuss the meeting
publicly in advance.

Their observations reflected
ongoing concerns, particularly
from some of the families of Chi-
nese passengers who were on the
plane, about poor communication
and coordination as the disaster
unfolded.

Hagel, who has spoken to the
Malaysian defense minister twice
in recent weeks, said the U.S. has
complied with that government’s
requests. But he said that deal-
ing with the harsh realities of
the disappearance, including the
massive search area, presents
“certain big limitations to how

much we can do.”

The U.S. has provided war-
ships, search planes and high-
tech equipment designed to help
find the plane and its “black box”
recorder once a more precise
search area is identified.

According to officials, the
ASEAN meeting will include dis-
cussions on how the nations can
conduct military exercises that
better mirror real disasters. They
will also talk about security issues
in the region and the increasing
effects of climate change and ex-
treme weather events.

Hagel proposed the idea to have
a meeting of the ASEAN minis-
ters as part of the Pentagon’s on-
going effort to increase the U.S.
focus on Asia.

“I want them to feel even more
clarity about the U.S. commit-
ment to the area, our coordina-
tion, our communications, the
areas where we can cooperate
more,” Hagel said. “This is not
about crowding anybody out. But
it is about assuring the freedom
of the sea lanes and the openness
of our skies and cyber. And we're
going to help continue to do that.”

kills 6
Taliban
in 1 shot

Stars and Stripes

Pop. BOOM!

A British sniper in Afghani-
stan killed six insurgents with
a single bullet after picking off
a suicide bomber whose device
then exploded, British newspa-
per The Daily Telegraph report-
ed Tuesday.

The paper reports that the
20-year-old marksman hit his
target from 930 yards, Kkilling
the suicide bomber and five oth-
ers around him when the device
went off.

The incident, in Kakaran near
Lashkar Gah, Helmand province,

happenedinDe-

£ . cember but has
|th.lllk only now been

I've just  disclosed, the

shot a paper noted.

. . Col.
suicide  Richara Slack,
bomber.? commander of

. cavalry  regi-
E::I"',g:. ment 9/12 Royal
Lancers, told

the Telegraph that the unnamed
sharpshooter prevented a major
attack by the Taliban; a sec-
ond suicide vest packed with 44
pounds of explosives was found
nearby.

“The guy was wearing a vest.
He was identified by the sniper
moving down a tree line and
coming up over a ditch,” Slack is
reported as saying.

“He had a shawl on. It rose up
and the sniper saw he had a ma-
chine gun.

“They were [exchanging fire]
and he was moving to a firing
position. The sniper engaged him
and the guy exploded. There was
a pause on the radio and the snip-
er said, ‘I think I've just shot a
suicide bomber.’ The rest of them
were killed in the blast.”
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VA disability claims backlog drops 44 percent

By Josu Hicks
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The De-
partment of Veterans Affairs has
cut its backlog of pending dis-
ability benefit claims by 44 per-
cent since saying in March 2013
that its caseload had reached a
“tipping point,” but some veter-
ans organizations are challeng-
ing the accuracy of the agency’s
numbers.

The latest VA data, released
Monday, show that the number
of claims stuck in processing for
more than 125 days had dropped
to 344,000, compared with a high
of about 611,000 a year ago.

The department said in a state-
ment Monday that it also has
improved its determinations ac-
curacy from 83 percent in 2011 to
91 percent last month and short-
ened the average wait time for de-
cisions from 282 days to 119 days
since March 2013.

“No veteran should have to wait
to receive earned benefits,” VA
Secretary Eric Shinseki said in
the news release, adding that “we
still have more work to do.”

Veterans groups have chal-
lenged the department’s accu-
racy claims in recent months.
American Legion official Zach-
ary Hearn said at a congressio-
nal hearing in December that his
organization found errors with
55 percent of the cases it had
reviewed.

Hearn said in an interview
Monday that Veterans Affairs
has “greatly reduced the claims
backlog, but we still have con-
cerns with accuracy and the
rapid manner in which they are
adjudicated.”

Senate Veterans Affairs Com-
mittee Chairman Bernie Sand-
ers, I-Vt., said Tuesday that he is
monitoring the accuracy matter.

“I think it's a legitimate con-
cern, and one we want to look at,”
he said. “We don’t want to sacri-
fice accuracy for speed.”

VA spokesman Drew Brookie
said Tuesday that the depart-
ment’s accuracy review program
meets “the highest industry stan-
dards” and that the Institute for
Defense Analyses has verified its
soundness.

The nonprofit group provides
technical expertise to national
security agencies.

The number of backlogged
cases — those that have reached
the 125-day threshold — has sky-
rocketed, with the growth largely
the result of an influx of claims
from veterans of the Iraq and
Afghanistan wars and new rules
that allowed more Agent Orange
claims to be filed.

The Obama administration set
a goal last year of eliminating the
backlog by 2015, implementing an
“overtime surge” for processors,
prioritizing the oldest claims and
training more employees to deal
with cases.

The department also began a
gradual switch to digital claims
processing shortly after Shinseki
took office in 2009. It said Tues-
day that more than 80 percent of
its disability claims are now in a

digital format.

“There’s no question they have
undertaken a huge and almost
unprecedented transition with
a cumbersome paper system,”
Sanders said. “I think we are see-
ing the benefits of that transition.”

Paul Rieckhoff, chief executive
officer of Iraq and Afghanistan
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Veterans of America, attributed
the progress to “fixing predict-
able and preventable issues,” add-
ing that the hundreds of thousands
of remaining cases prove that “we
are a long way from declaring
victory.”

As Veterans Affairs trims its
backlog, the number of appeals

BMW EfficientDynamics

Less emissions. More driving pleasure.

Kaiserslautern
Kaiserstrasse 1

Tel: 0631 351 90 40

Naples Sigonella
Tel: 0434 676 613 Tel: 346 214 1672
Email: Naples@ Email: Sig@

pentagoncarsales.com

Kaiserslautern
Kaiserstrasse 22
67661 Kaiserslautern
Tel.: 0631 3547 900

pentagoncarsales.com

has grown by S0 percent — to
more than 250,000 cases — since
President Barack Obama took of-
fice. The Board of Veterans Ap-
peals has said its caseload will
probably double before 2018.
Obama vowed in his 2014 State
of the Union address to continue
the recent progress in trimming

the overall backlog.

His 2015 budget requests $2.5
billion for the VA division that
handles benefits, an increase of
$28.8 million over this year.

The budget also requests $138.7
million for a Veterans Claims In-
take Program to reform and speed
up processing.
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Courtesy of Navy Exchange

Flames consume a 300-square-foot Navy Exchange storage building
in Jebel Ali, Dubai, on Wednesday. The cause is under investigation.

Navy Exchange warehouse
in Dubai destroyed by blaze

Stars and Stripes

MANAMA, Bahrain — A fire
destroyed a small Navy Exchange
warehouse in Jebel Ali, Dubai, on
Wednesday morning. No injuries
were reported.

The approximately 300-square-
foot building contained mostly
Navy Pride-themed merchandise
and sporting goods for the ex-
change in Jebel Ali, according

elebr

Officers’ Club

to Navy Exchange Service Com-
mand officials. They said the fire
will have a minimal effect on
distribution.

The NEX is working on options
for a replacement warehouse.

The cause of the fire is under
investigation, and NEX officials
are assessing the cost of the
damage.

news@stripes.com

Report: DOD not tracking
‘revolving door’ statistics

By CHr1s CARROLL
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The De-
fense Department isn’t properly
keeping track of senior officials
‘who leave the government to take
jobs with defense contractors, the
DOD inspector general reported
Tuesday.

In the wake of concerns that de-
fense officials with responsibility
over contracting were moving to
the private sector and improperly
influencing the process — the so-
called “revolving door” between
government and industry — Con-
gress took action in the 2008 Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act.

The law required generals,
flag officers, senior civilians and
program officials to seek written
legal opinions on their new jobs.
Under the provisions of act, the
DOD was also required to keep
all such opinions and reports ac-
cessible in a central database for
at least five years — but the DOD
inspector general said Tuesday
that isn’t being done.

The IG report said the database
of such documents, known as the

ale

After Government Employment
Advice Repository, or AGEARS,
was “incomplete with little or no
use by specific DOD organiza-
tions with significant contracting
activity.”

Government watchdog group
Citizens for Responsibility and
Ethics in Washington sued the
DOD to get a database of fig-
ures, which showed that between
January 2012 and May 2013,
379 defense officials had sought
opinions.

According to CREW, most
sought an opinion on a specific
would-be employer, with 13 out-
going or newly retired officials
listing Lockheed Martin, the
world’s largest defense contrac-
tor, as a prospective employer.
Seven listed Boeing, eight listed
General Dynamics, 10 listed
Raytheon and 13 listed Northrop
Grumman.

The inspector general said
the DOD could not provide re-
quested data about postgovern-
ment employment to Congress,
and concluded the DOD “may
not have fully complied with the
intent of this law.”

Among the problems the IG
identified, records are kept in
different locations and many are
missing, particularly at the De-
fense Logistics Agency and the
National Security Agency — “or-
ganizations with substantial con-
tracting activity,” the report said.

In response to recommenda-
tions from the IG, DOD manag-
ers admitted the 2008 NDAA
requires a single, central data-
base and took steps in early 2014
to consolidate the reports in the
AGEARS system, the report said.

The IG also recommended that
the DOD establish a single official
in charge of the records.

A press release from the office
of Rep. Jackie Speier, D-Calif.,
who introduced legislation that
required the IG review, said she
was “extremely disturbed that
the Department of Defense is
willfully ignoring Congressional
intent and not following the letter
of the law to address the Ameri-
can public’s concerns about the
revolving door between the Pen-
tagon and defense contractors.”

carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_
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243-5030

April is Healthy Eating Month

Club Takemiya

246-8077

Our Prime Deal

Friday from 1700to 2100 in Kosano Dining Room
Delighted and excited by succulent beef? Our juicy herb
crusted prime rib dinner set comes complete with soup,
salad, sides and dessert for only $20.95/adult. Children
up to 11 years old: $9.95

Tasty Thai Promotion

Friday, April 11 from 1700 to 2100 in Kosano Dining Room
An array of exotic dishes and flavors in the way of a
delicious buffet! Thai Chef Som is sure to deliver a great
meal you won't want to miss. Please make reservations
at 243-5030/5002/5624. $19.95 / adult, $9.95/8-11
years old, $7.95/ 4-7 years old and free for 3 years and
under. Open to all hands.

Please your pallet during the month of April and indulge
as we will be serving a variety of healthy items on our
buffet. Try one of our healthy heart items on oura la
carte menu or choose from our vegetarian plate
selection.

Club Alliance 243-3000

CPO Club 243-5506
CPO Club Dining room is open to all hands all the time!
Mongolian BBQ

Wednesdays from 1700 to 2100

Grab your chop sticks and mix up your own Mongolian
BBQ with a huge variety of meats, vegetables, sauces
and condiments, Asian soup, pancit and fried rice only
75¢ per ounce. Steaks, soup, salad, sandwiches, burgers,
ribs, desserts and more also available.

King of Yokosuka No Curse Rap Battle

Friday, April 11 Starts at 2000 in Sharky’s Bar

0Oh yeah, absolutely no cursing! That's to tell the real
freestylers from the shower rappers. So go toe to toe
with other rappers. Beats provided by DJ Lock. Each
rapper will get 30 seconds to go hard in the paint. The
best rapper will get a $200 NEX gift card and a trophy.
Girls Night Out with Wine Tasting & Girly Games
Friday, April 18 from 1900to 2300in 3rd Floor Lighthouse Lounge
Leave the kids and the man at home! This will be a fun
night of laughs with crazy games! Bring your bestie or
make new friends while sampling wines paired with hors
d'oeuveres. Play “handbag hunt” “Cocktail Bingo” and
“Girls Only Trivia” for prizes including a wine basket,
massage, Dinner for Four and more.! Get your tickets at
the 2nd Floor Cash Cage.

National Sibling Day

Thursday, April 10

Celebrate your brothers and sisters by receiving one free
children’s meal with a purchase of any children’s meal.
National SCRABBLE Day

Sunday, April 13

Unscramble the Scrabble letter tiles for your chance to
win up to 10% off your entree! Select seven letters from
the bag and if you can create a word with five tiles or
more — you win!

Negishi Club 242-4151

National Sibling Day

Thursday, April 10

Celebrate your brothers and sisters by receiving one free
children’s meal with a purchase of any children’s meal.
National SCRABBLE Day

Sunday, April 13

Unscramble the Scrabble letter tiles for your chance to
win up to ten percent off your entrée! Select seven letters
from the bag and if you can create a word with five tiles
or more — you win!

Daily Lunch Specials

Wednesday through Friday form 1100to 1330

Only $7.95!
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Pols ask for files
in KBR fraud case

By Scort HicHAM
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Two mem-
bers of a powerful congressional
committee on Tuesday asked one
of the nation’s largest government
contractors to produce numerous
internal corporate files, signal-
ing a widening investigation into
claims that the company covered
up reports of fraud.

The members of the House
Oversight and Government Re-
form Committee sent a letter to
the chairman of KBR, William
Utt. The lawmakers said they had
launched an inquiry into claims
that the company required em-
ployees seeking to report fraud to
sign confidentiality agreements.

Those agreements barred em-
ployees from speaking to anyone
about their allegations, includ-
ing government investigators and
prosecutors, according to court
records and lawyers involved in
the case. Those who violated the
agreement faced dismissal and
legal action.

Attorneys for a whistleblower
who is suing KBR and its former
parent company, Halliburton, say
the confidentiality agreements

violate the False Claims Act and
other laws crafted to protect
whistleblowers. The request for
documents by Congress comes
after the Securities and Exchange
Commission last month launched
its own investigation into the
agreements.

The companies have denied the
allegations and filed motions to
dismiss the case, calling the whis-
tleblower’s claims groundless.
Halliburton has declined to com-
ment on the case, saying that KBR
is now a separate company.

“KBR does not prevent its em-
ployees from reporting perceived
misconduct,” KBR spokesman
Richard Goins said. “KBR active-
ly encourages legal and ethical
compliance through a vigorous
code of business conduct.”

The whistleblower case was
brought by Harry Barko, a former
KBR employee who claimed that
Halliburton and KBR inflated the
costs of services provided to mili-
tary bases under a multibillion-
dollar logistics contract in Iraq.
The suit was filed in 2005, when
Halliburton was the parent of the
company, then known as Kellogg,
Brown & Root.

Somber homecoming

U.S. military personnel drape the U.S. flag over a coffin containing posslble remalns of al U S.
serviceman during a repatriation ceremony at Phnom Penh , C:

Henc Sinimw/AP

Wednesday. The possible remains of U.S. soldiers were repatriated to Hawan |or testing.

Critics allege USS Arizona Memorial ticket hoarding

The Associated Press

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii
— Officials say more tickets to
visit the USS Arizona Memorial
are being picked up online in bulk
orders of 65.

Critics blame tour companies,
and they say no tickets are left by

the time individual visitors try to
reserve them.

Ken DeHoff Jr., the executive di-
rector of the Pacific Aviation Mu-
seum, said many visitors don’t visit
Pearl Harbor when they see tick-
ets are sold out online. He added
that museum revenues are down

by 20 percent since January.

The National Park Service is-
sues 4,500 free tickets each day to
visit the memorial. People may ei-
ther pick them up in person at the
visitor’s center in Pearl Harbor or
reserve them online for a $1.50
processing fee.

of fine wines

$84 Per Person

APPETIZER
Tuna Tartar

An eight course dinner
accompanied by a selection

and fabulous live entertainment

Fresh Tuna from Tsukiji Market, hand minced
and layered with Avocado, served in a band of
house Smoked Salmon, topped with a sunny side
up Quail Egg, garnished with an assortment of
Caviars and Mustard Seed Oil

SEAFOOD

GAME
Stuffed Quail

Natural Quail Au Jus and pres

April 19, Saturday
| Seating at 18:30 | Dinner at 19:00
DRESS: BUSINESS ATTIRE

Fresh Spnngtlme Bal
Sundried Figs, Cas

Seafood Lasagna
Layers of fresh Pasta layered with Lobster and
Scallop Mousse, topped with Grilled Shrimp,
served with a Roasted Garlic Lemon Zest Butter
Sauce, garnished with Fresh Spring
Peas and Baby Carrots

Boneless Quail filled with a homemade Roasted
Garlic and Pistachio Sausage, served with

Creamy Risotto, accompanied by
assorted Farm Fresh Vegetables

'y Greens tossed with
ied Walnuts and Diced

Mozzarella, Served with Herb Vinaigrette and
‘Warm Cheese Silver Dollar Rolls

]

ented atop of

THEN

1N ENPCRIUN RESTAURANTT
April 5, Saturday

LUNCH SPECIAL $13.95 DINNER SPECIAL $19.95
Soup and Salad Bar
Quiche Lorraine

: @@L@ o ‘
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Petite Filet and Garlic Shrim;

CELEERATNG

Soup and Salad Bar

DESSERT
Cherry Delights A
soup A . 1F Open Daily
Gazpacho Molten Chocolate Cake with Cherries Breakfast 6:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Cherry Parfait
Sakura Ice Cream

FOR INFORMATION CALL
EMPORIUM RESTAURANT

229-7161 « 03-3440-7871 EXT. 71

Chilled Spring Vegetable Soup,

Lunch 1:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
‘paired with Smoked Shrimp

1
(Closed Sundays)

Dinner 5:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

#Like us on
facebook

RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED
229-7151 » 03-3440-7871 EXT: 7151

events@thenewsanno.com

THE NEW SANNO
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Blast kills 6 at Afghan Interior Ministry

By Ranmv Farez
AND AMIR SHAH
The Associated Press

KABUL — A suicide bomber wearing
a military uniform struck the heavily for-
tified Interior Ministry compound in the
heart of Kabul on Wednesday and killed six
police officers, authorities said, in an esca-
lation of Taliban violence aimed at disrupt-
ing this weekend’s presidential election.

Interior Ministry spokesman Sediq
Sediqqi said the bomber got through sev-
eral checkpoints to reach the ministry gate
before detonating his explosives. An Interi-
or Ministry statement said the bomber was
among other men in uniform entering the
compound.

Within minutes of the blast, Taliban
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid claimed
responsibility for the attack. It came soon
after he issued an emailed statement to the
media warning of more violence ahead of
Saturday’s presidential elections.

Mohammad Karim, who was walking to-
ward the gate to leave the compound, said
he was blown back by the force of the blast.
Police then rushed him and others into a
safe room.

Police officer Baryalai, who like many
Afghans uses only one name, said the blast
occurred near a bank that is located close
to the entrance gate. Police officers collect
their paychecks at the bank.

Police guard the main gate of the Aighan Interior M‘

bomber struck near the

Massoup Hossaini/AP

istry in Kabul after a suicide

Farida Hashimi, a female police com-
mander, wept for the policemen killed in the
explosion. — including one named Tamim.

“One of the police who died was my
friend,” she said. “They were all my col-
leagues, but Tamim was my friend, my
brother.”

Hashimi criticized the lax security that
allowed the bomber to walk past three dif-
ferent check posts.

In Mujahid’s earlier warning, he told Af-
ghans to stay away from Saturday’s vote,
saying election workers and polling centers
would be targeted. The Interior Ministry

primarily has responsibility for securing
the elections. Several recent high-profile
attacks also have threatened to undermine
the results by scaring voters away.

Hashimi said the Interior Ministry ex-
plosion did not bode well for the elections.
Afghans will worry about the ability of Af-
ghanistan’s security officials to protect poll-
ing stations, she said, when they are unable
to protect their own headquarters.

“It will have a very bad effect on the elec-
tions,” Hashemi said. “Or course people
will wonder how they can keep polling
places safe if a bomber can enter this very
important government compound.”

Earlier Wednesday, an Afghan official
said Taliban gunmen killed nine people, in-
cluding a candidate running for a seat in the
provincial council, who had been abducted
in northern Afghanistan.

Sar-i-Pul Provincial Governor Abdul
Jabar Hagbeen said authorities received
word that the candidate, Hussain Nazari,
and the others were killed overnight by
their abductors. They were seized by the
Taliban three days ago while traveling to
the provincial capital.

Hagbeen said they recovered four bodies
and one man who was wounded, while the
five other bodies, including the candidate’s,
were in a remote area and have yet to be
found.

Hagbeen said authorities were told that
Nazari and two others were beheaded.

Ethnic: Makeup of candidates indicates Afghans aren’t looking to be divided again

FROM FRONT PAGE

Analysts say that while ethnic
identities remain entrenched, all
the main candidates have formed
multi-ethnic coalitions, making
ethnic-based rhetoric less useful
to national politicians than in the

t.

ast.

“Particularly when you've had
a war where militia leaders have
used ethnicity to drum up support,
you’ve got a hangover in Afghani-
stan of ethnic-based political or-
ganization,” said Kate Clark, who
heads the Kabul office of the Af-
ghanistan Analysts Network. “The
difference this time is every ticket
is cross-ethnic. You can’t get into
office without having other ethnic
groups onboard.”

Ethnicity is an “inevitable” fac-
tor in Afghan politics, she said,
but the makeup of the presiden-
tial campaigns indicates Afghans
aren’t looking to be divided again.

Saturday’s ballot comes at a
critical time for Afghanistan. In-
ternational combat troops are
planning to leave by the end of the
year after 12 years of war, and the
election itself would mark the first
peaceful, democratic transfer of
power in Afghanistan’s history.

With so much on the line, con-
cerns about traditional fault lines
like ethnicity hang over the elec-
tion. All of the major presidential
candidates — and most of the Tal-
iban — hail from the majority Pa-
shtun heritage, though most of the
candidates have running mates
from other ethnic groups. Afghans
and observers alike say ethnicity
as a defining source of division in
national elections has faded some-
‘what; many hope for good.

Pashtuns make up 42 percent of
Afghanistan’s 31 million people,

Jos SmiTh/Stars and Stripes

Women wave flags at a rally for Afghan presidential candidate Ashraf
Ghani in Kabul. Afghans say they hope the country is moving away
from the ethnic divisions that have marked politics in the past.

while Tajiks account for 27 per-
cent, according to the CIA World
Factbook. Hazaras and Uzbeks
account for 9 percent each, with
other groups comprising the rest.

Ethnicity is more of an issue in
Afghanistan than it even was in
Iraq, where fighting between rival
Muslim sects was often described
as ethnic-based. In Afghanistan,
many Pashtuns in the south and
Dari-speaking Tajiks in the north
can’t even speak the other lan-
guage. Other Afghan languages,
such as Uzbek and Turkic are
even less widely understood.

Abdullah claims to be half Tajik
and half Pashtun. Abdullah’s main
rival, Ashraf Ghani, is a Pashtun
who has as a running mate Gen.
Abdul Rashid Dostum, a power-
ful Uzbek ruler accused of war
crimes.

“All of the teams that are run-
ning represent multi-ethnic, multi-
factional coalitions,” said Graeme
Smith, a senior analyst with the In-
ternational Crisis Group in Kabul.
“So even though you have this in-
credibly centralized presidency,
with very much a winner-takes-all
system, no one faction in the coun-
try is trying to take all. Which is
great because the way the system
is designed you could have had a
situation where some Tajik can-
didate tries to win the presidency
for the Tajiks, and that’s just not
happening.”

While some in Afghanistan
may still seek to use ethnicity as
a wedge issue, Abdullah says he
doubts that such people can once
again cause major divisions.

“Among the people, there is a
change, there is a generational

change,” he told Stars and Stripes
in an interview at his compound
in Panjshir. “They see the inter-
ests of the country and their own
future above these divisions, S0
there are positive changes.”

The sitting president, Hamid
Karzai, a Pashtun, who defeated
Abdullah in a disputed election in
2009, has accused him of trying to
bring Tajiks to power. While open
ethnic appeals may not be com-
mon, some portions of candidates’
platforms are still interpreted
through the lens of ethnicity.

Israr Karimzai, an Afghan
youth activist, argued that can-
didates, including Abdullah, who
have advocated for more autono-
my for Afghan provinces are play-
ing “the ethnic card.”

“The new generation doesn’t
buy that anymore,” he told Stars
and Stripes. “Our elders are divid-
ed, but the youth are more united.
There are certain candidates that
are playing the ethnic card in this
election, but Afghans have been
through the process of national
solidarity and they are aware of
national interest.”

Homegrown mass media and
national sports like soccer and
cricket are among the things that
have helped to build a sense of na-
tional unity, Karimzai said.

Jandad Spinghar, director of the
Free and Fair Election Forum of
Afghanistan, the main indepen-
dent Afghan election monitoring
organization, said that while eth-
nic issues have faded, especially
compared with the past, they
haven’t disappeared altogether.

Areal test will come if, as many
expect, the election results are
disputed.

“It’s, unfortunately, a reahty
in this country,” aid.

“Politicians are trying to use
that”

With foreign combat troops de-
parting, the balance of power that
has existed for the past decade
could be shaken, Smith, of the In-
ternational Crisis Group, warned.

“The sad reality is that over the
past dozen years, the international
military forces have picked sides
in many of these fights,” he said.
“So our presence changed the
power dynamic in a lot of these
places.”

When invading American
forces empowered Uzbek militias
in northern Afghanistan to fight
against the Taliban, for example,
whole villages of Pashtuns moved
away.

“That’s unfinished business,”
Smith said. “You can’t expect that
pendulum to swing one way and
not swing back. I think there are
some scores to settle here. I think
this is why we really need to work
at propping up the state because
there could be serious problems if
we don’t.”

Stars and Stripes reporter Heath Druzin
contributed to this report.
smith.josh@stripes.com
@joshjonsmith
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South Korea: Grashed drone
likely helonged to Pyongyang

By AsHLEY ROWLAND
AND Yoo Kyone CHANG
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — Two
drone aircraft that crashed in
South Korean territory — in-
cluding one believed to have
flown over the president’s resi-
dence — likely belonged to North
Korea, government officials said
‘Wednesday.

An unmanned aircraft was
found Monday on Baengnyeong
Island, about 10 miles from North
Korea, following a three-hour ex-
change of artillery fire between
the two Koreas along their disput-
ed maritime border. It was the sec-
ond drone discovered inside South
Korea within the past week.

Their penetration of South Ko-
rean airspace raised questions
about the nation’s air defense ca-
pabilities at a time when Pyong-
yang is taking a more aggressive
stance toward the South.

In the last two weeks, North
Korea has test-fired medium-
range ballistic missiles, threat-
ened to conduct a nuclear test,

and fired more than 500 artillery
shells that landed in disputed wa-
ters between the two countries.

North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un on Tuesday reportedly told
military officers that his coun-
try’s relations with the United
States were “grave” and said his
military will “thoroughly crush
the hostile U.S. policy against
the North,” according to South
Korea’s Yonhap News. Kim’s re-
marks were posted on the state-
run Korean Central News Agency
website.

The discoveries of the un-
manned aerial vehicles have
only heightened tensions on the
peninsula.

The first drone — discovered
March 24 in Paju, a city near the
Demilitarized Zone — is believed
to have flown over and taken pho-
tographs of the Blue House, the
president’s office and residence
in Seoul, a spokeswoman said
Wednesday. Because of security
restrictions, she could not dis-
cuss whether additional protec-
tion measures were being taken
at the compound or whether the

discovery of the drone indicated
possible lapses in the country’s
air defense capabilities.

Late Wednesday, South Korean
defense officials announced their
interim findings after inspect-
ing the two light-blue aircraft —
whose paint scheme is similar to
a North Korean drone displayed
at a military parade in Pyong-
yang last year.While the drone
at the parade was longer than a
vehicle, the aircraft found in Paju
weighed 33 pounds and was just
6.3 feet long. The one found on
Baengnyeong Island was 6 feet
long and weighed 27.9 pounds,
South Korea’s Defense Ministry
said.

The size of the unmanned air-
craft made it easy for them to
avoid detection, officials said.

“Because they were so small,
it’s difficult to distinguish them
by eyesight, and some objects
that are this small are considered
birds by radar,” a Blue House
spokesman said, adding that it
was “common sense” that they
would be hard to detect.

During a press briefing

As Koreas exchange missiles, USFK
commander warns against budget cuts

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The com-
mander of U.S. and U.N. forces in
Korea told lawmakers Wednesday
that North Korea has the capabil-
ity to attack the south with “little
or no warning,” and further bud-
get cuts could hamper the U.S.
military’s ability to respond.

North Korea has the fourth-
largest military in the world and
is aggressively enhancing its
nonconventional capabilities, in-
cluding cyber, according to Army
Gen. Curtis Scaparrotti, the com-
mander of U.S. Forces Korea.
Scaparrotti told members of the
House Armed Services Com-
mittee on Wednesday that North
Korea’s artillery forces are par-
ticularly worrisome because they
could pound Seoul, where 23 mil-
lion South Koreans and 50,000
Americans live.

“The Kim Jong Un regime is
dangerous and has the capability
... to attack South Korea with little
or no warning,” Scaparrotti said.

Tensions on the peninsula have
heightened after North Korea
launched about 100 artillery
shells into South Korean waters
Monday and America’s South
Korean allies returned fire. All
the fired shells landed in the sea
and no injuries were reported, ac-
cording to South Korean media.

The artillery barrage came
in the wake of recent North Ko-
rean missile tests and threats
to conduct another nuclear test.
Two drone aircraft were found in
South Korea over the past week,

and are believed to belong to the
North, according to South Korean
officials.

Last year, the U.S. announced
that it would beef up its missile
defense capabilities in Fort Gree-
1y, Alaska, due to concerns about
North Korea’s advancing inter-
continental ballistic missile and
nuclear programs.

The U.S. has maintained a
permanent force level of 28,500
troops in South Korea for years,
and added another 800 in Janu-
ary with the deployment of a
rotational Army battalion to the
peninsula.

Scaparrotti said his forces are
prepared to counter a North Ko-
rean attack, but he’s concerned
about the readiness of follow-on
forces that would be required in
any prolonged fight. He warned
about the impact of further bud-
get cuts on the U.S. military’s
ability to fight a major ground
war with the North.

“If we were to reduce our Army
force size based on the [pro-
jected] sequestration [levels of
420,000] ... we would probably be
challenged in terms of maintain-
ing a long-duration conflict or one
that included stability operations
for some time thereafter,” he told
members of the committee.

North Korea’s recent military
actions and hostile rhetoric are
not a new phenomenon. Scapar-
rotti views them as part of a pat-
tern that has been recurring for
years, especially at this time of
year when U.S. and South Korean
forces conduct large-scale joint

training exercises.

“Thisisacommon strategy with
North Korea to come out of a peri-
od of calm and to use these types
of actions to message to both the
United States, the international
community and South Korea, and
also to demonstrate capability,”
he said. “It’s the normal pattern of
messaging displeasure with our
training, messaging their capa-
bilities, [and] it is something that
I expected, particularly about the
March-April time frame.”

Also notable was the absence of
Air Force Gen. Philip Breedlove,
the commander of U.S. European
Command. He was scheduled to
testify before the Senate Armed
Services Committee on Tuesday
and the House Armed Services
Committee on Wednesday, but
the Pentagon decided that he
needed to go back to Europe as
Russia has tens of thousands of
troops massed along its border
with Ukraine after having seized
control of Crimea. Rep. Buck
McKeon, R-Calif.,, the chairman
of the House Armed Services
Committee, said Breedlove would
likely testify later this year.

McKeon said the Ukraine-Rus-
siacrisisis a “sobering reminder”
of the importance of the Ameri-
can military presence in Europe.

“The question now is how is the
force [is] positioned and provi-
sioned to prepare us for a new [se-
curity] paradigm,” Breedlove told
Foreign Policy magazine in an in-
terview published Wednesday.

harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

Officials inspect the

Courtesy of South Korea Defense

to have flown

a drone
over and taken photographs of the Blue House, the South Korean
's office and resi in Seoul

Wednesday afternoon, defense
officials said the drone found in
Paju had “entry-level” (meaning
very basic or elementary) tech-
nology, but was equipped with a
Japanese camera that contained
images from sites in Seoul and
northern Gyeonggi province.
Spokesman Kim Min-seok
said the drone found in Paju was
equipped with a small camera
similar to those used by civil-
ians. Inscribed on the body of the
drone were the dates “2013. 6.
25” and “2014. 6. 25,” and North

@ o621

009511 * FiyNow-PayLater

Korean-style writing indicat-
ing that the dates showed when
the drone went into service and
would expire.

Officials don’t know why the
drones crashed, Kim said.

U.S. Forces Korea — which
works closely with the South Ko-
rean military — would not dis-
cuss the matter, saying it does
not comment on operational and
intelligence matters.

rowland.ashley@stripes.com
chang.yookyong@stripes.com
Twitter: @Rowland_Stripes
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Washington, Beijing spar over
Philippines’ China Sea dispute

By ERIk SrAvIN
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — US. remarks in
support of a Philippine marines
outpost on a disputed reef are “ir-
responsible,” and Manila’s inter-
national court claim on islands in
the South China Sea has “seriously
damaged” bilateral relations, Chi-
nese officials said this week.

The terse remarks traded be-
tween diplomats came in advance
of Defense Secretary Chuck Ha-
gel’s trip to Hawaii to talk with
representatives from Southeast
Asian nations — several of which
dispute China’s claim to roughly
90 percent of the South China Sea
and its included islands. Hagel is
scheduled to fly to Japan, Mongo-
lia and China afterward.

Chinese officials in Beijing
and Manila lashed out Tuesday
against the Philippines for filing a
4,000-page memorial — akin to an
opening argument — at the inter-
national Permanent Court of Arbi-
tration in The Hague on March 30.
The memorial argues that a Chi-
nese map commonly known as the
“9-dash line map,” which Beijing
uses to assert control over about
90 percent of the South China Sea,
violates international law.

“After the Philippine side initi-
ated the arbitration, the Chinese
side promptly made its position
clear that China does not accept
the arbitration,” said Sun Xiang-
yang, charge daffaires of the
Chinese Embassy in Manila on
Tuesday. “What the Philippine
side did seriously damages bilat-
eral relations with China.”

Both countries are signatories
to the United Nations Convention

BuLut Marquez/AP

Protesters rally outside the
Chinese consulate in Makati city
east of Manila, Philippines, on
Wednesday.

on the Law of the Sea. However,
Sun said the dispute over South
China Sea territories falls outside
the framework of the convention.

The court cannot rule on the
sovereignty of hundreds of rocks,
reefs and islands within the sea —
most of which are valuable for the
projected billions of dollars worth
of energy resources and fisheries
in their nearby waters.

But the court can rule on wheth-
er several of the oft-submerged is-
lands are actually considered land.
If they are not, the areas could re-
vert to the Philippines’ exclusive
economic zone, under generally
accepted interpretations of inter-
national law. Vietnam, Malaysia,
Brunei, Indonesia and autono-
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mous Taiwan could all use similar
arguments against China if the
Philippine claim is successful.
Chinese officials also spoke out
against a recent resupply mis-
sion of a rusting Philippine ship
grounded at the disputed Second
Thomas Shoal, located about 120
miles west of the Philippine island
of Palawan. The shoal has been
garnsoned since 1999 by Philip-
pme marines stationed aboard the

Chmese ships attempted to block
a Philippine vessel from resupply-
ing the marines on Saturday, but
were unsuccessful.

On Monday, State Department
deputy spokeswoman Marie Harf
told reporters in Washington that
the Chinese attempt at obstruction
was “a provocauve and destabiliz-
ing action.”

“This action raises tensions and
is inconsistent with the important
principle of freedom of naviga-
tion,” Harf said.

Although the U.S. takes no po-
sition on the sovereignty of the
islands, Assistant Secretary of
State Daniel Russel told Congress
in February that the U.S. supports
The Philippines’ right to seek in-
ternational arbitration.

When asked about Harf’s com-
ments, China Foreign Ministry
spokesman Hong Lei said, “It is
without any doubt that the Philip-
pine side is the one who provokes
and makes troubles.

“We urge the U.S. to respect
facts, stop making irresponsible
remarks and cease to encourage
the provocative and risky actions
of relevant country,” Hong said.
slavin.erik@stripes.com
Twitter:@eslavin_stripes

Burut Marauez/AP

The dilapidated Philippine Navy ship LT 57, the BRP Sierra Madre,
h P ; S N

Thormas Shoas knoun a Ayangin Shoal, n the South China Sea.
Old American ship home to
Filipinos in China standoff

The Associated Press

ABOARD BRP  SIERRA
MADRE, Spratly Islands — On
board the crumbling carcass of
this World War Il-era warship,
Filipino marine 1st Lt. Mike
Pelotera and his eight men make
their way to a mid-level deck to
raise the Philippine flag up alean-
ing pole and then salute it. Across
the calm, turquoise waters, two
Chinese coast guard ships lurk,
looking on.

Its hull riddled with holes and
rust, the BRP Sierra Madre has
become a fragile symbol of the
Philippines’ claim to Second
Thomas Shoal, a 5-mile-long sub-
merged coral outcrop that has
been disputed by China and the
Philippines for years.

The Philippine navy inherited
the former U.S. tank-landing ship
'USS Harnett County in 1976, and
ran it deliberately aground at Sec-
ond Thomas Shoal in 1999.

A Chinese frigate and maritime
surveillance ships arrived last
year to press China’s claim to the
shoal, which is believed to be sit-
ting atop undersea oil and gas re-

with STARS & STRIPES

anhd see stripes.com/bloom for festival listings

serves. The move was an example
of China’s increasing assertive-
ness in the South China Sea, some-
thing that is alarming the United
States, Manila’s longtime ally.

Analysts say China’s strategy is
to slowly take possession of islands
and outcrops in the South China
Sea, using intimidation where
necessary but avoiding any major
confrontation. Its military might
and economic dominance in the
region mean it can push its weight
around with little fear.

Second Thomas Shoal and the
nearby Spratly Islands lie about
700 miles from southern China.
China’s Foreign Ministry says
Beijing has “indisputable sover-
eignty” over the shoal.

The Sierra Madre is now ef-
fectively a shipwreck, but the
Philippine military has not de-
commissioned it. That makes the
ship an extension of the govern-
ment and means any attack on
the ship is tantamount to an as-
sault against the Philippines. The
Chinese ships are around S miles
from the outpost, clearly visible to
those onboard.
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and resiliency of the Boston community.
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UKRAINE UNREST

NATO makes exception to Russia vow

By SroBopAN LEKIC
Stars and Stripes

NATO will continue to cooper-
ate with Russia on projects re-
lated to Afghanistan, despite the
alliance’s vow to suspend most
ties with Moscow because of its
annexation of Crimea, diplomats
said Wednesday.

Meanwhile, NATO’s top official
warned that Russia would com-
mit a “historic mistake” if it in-
vaded Ukraine.

On Tuesday, NATO foreign
ministers decided to suspend all
“practical” military and civil-
ian cooperation with Russia in
protest over its annexation of
Ukraine’s Crimea Peninsula. The
United States and the European
Union previously announced a
series of sanctions targeting Rus-
sian officials and institutions and
threatened to strengthen those
measures if Russia moved into
eastern Ukraine.

Secretary-General Anders
Fogh Rasmussen reiterated that
there was no sign the Russian
army was reducing its buildup
along Ukraine’s eastern border.

“If Russia were to intervene
further in Ukraine ... that would
lead to further international iso-
lation of Russia, it would have
far-reaching consequences for
relations between Russia and the
Western world. It would be a mis-
calculation with huge strategic
implications,” he told reporters
at the end of a two-day meeting of
foreign ministers in Brussels.

The ministers from NATO’s
28 member states decided to
strengthen the defenses of alli-
ance members that feel menaced
by Russia’s buildup. They also
said the alliance would boost
cooperation with Ukraine to
strengthen that nation’s defense
capabilities.

The U.S. has deployed six F-15
fighters to reinforce air patrols
over the Baltics, along with 12 F-
16s to Poland. It also dispatched

Breedlove: Ukraine crisis may modify Europe needs

FROM FRONT PAGE

He was instead sent back to Europe to deal
with the Ukraine situation.

Russian President Vladimir Putin report-
edly had ordered a partial withdrawal of forces
amassed near eastern Ukraine, but Breedlove of-
fered a strikingly different assessment.

“I must tell you that we do not see that yet,”
Breedlove said in the interview. “We are look-
ing for it, and we have not seen movements to the
rear.”

Moscow maintains its troops have been sent
to the border for military exercises, but Breed-
love told Foreign Policy that the troops were so
well equipped that they could cross into eastern
Ukraine within 12 hours and take control within
several days. Breedlove said Russia had deployed
“the whole package” to the border, including he-
licopters and attack aircraft, as well as jamming

systems and cyber assets.

The crisis is helping Breedlove make the case
thatno further cutsto U.S. forces in Europe should
be made. In fact, he said, the military presence in
Europe should be rethought altogether in light of
what has unfolded in recent weeks.

A Pentagon review of infrastructure due this
summer will recommend a number of reductions
across Europe, Foreign Policy reported. Defense
officials have declined to say how the events of
recent weeks may affect that review’s findings.

Breedlove has acknowledged that there is
excess infrastructure for U.S. basing, but is ad-
amant that the U.S. must endeavor to do a com-
prehensive examination of how the military is
deployed throughout Europe.

“The question now is how is the force posi-
tioned and provisioned to prepare us for a new
paradigm,” he said.

a destroyer, the USS Truxtun, to
take part in exercises with allies
in the Black Sea.

“And more U.S. support is
on the way,” Secretary of State
John Kerry said Monday without
elaborating.

Moscow has said it has no inten-
tion of invading eastern Ukraine
and has dismissed suggestions
that its forces represent a threat
to any NATO nation. On Tuesday,
Russian Defense Minister Sergei
Shoigu said Russia wanted a po-
litical settlement to the crisis.

NATO reacted in a similar way
to Russia’s incursion into Georgia
in 2008. The alliance cut ties with
Russia and declared there could
be no business as usual with Mos-
cow. That freeze lasted for more
than a year but was quietly aban-
doned as cooperation with Mos-
cow intensified in Afghanistan
and elsewhere.

Diplomats attending the talks
in Brussels said the current
suspensions would likely affect
joint counterterrorism exercises,
naval anti-piracy patrols and co-

operation in coping with natural
disasters.

They would not affect coop-
eration with Russia in the Afghan
War, said a senior envoy who
spoke on customary condition of
anonymity.

NATO would continue using
a key overland supply route
through Russia for its forces in
Afghanistan known as the North-
ern Distribution Network, which
carried about 40 percent of all al-
liance supplies to Afghanistan in
2013. The rail route, leading from
northern Afghanistan to Poland
and the Baltic nations, is consid-
ered crucial because it is safer
than the ambush-prone alterna-
tive route through Pakistan.

The diplomat said coopera-
tion in equipping and training
the Afghan air force in the use of
Russian helicopters also would
continue, as would joint efforts to
fight the Afghan drugs trade.

“These are issues that are vital
to both sides, so it’s natural to
continue working together,” the
official said.

“Sundance for the Troops...

- Bloomberg
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In Washington, a Defense De-
partment official said there had
been no problems with Russia
when it came to moving freight
through the northern route since
the outbreak of the Ukraine
crisis.

“Everything is flowing well,”
said the official, who asked not to
be identified because he was not
authorized to speak to the media
on this topic.

But he noted that even if the
Russians did cut off the supply
route, “it wouldn’t stop our opera-
tions in Afghanistan, but it would
be more expensive ... and more
challenging” to ship via other
routes.

Unlike for NATO as a whole,
only about a quarter of all sup-
plies for U.S. forces in Afghani-
stan flow through the northern
route, according to the Pentagon.

Stars and Stripes reporter Jon Harper
in Washington contributed to this
report.

lekic.slobodan@stripes.com

US plans to
send more
Marines to
Romania

By CHris CARROLL
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Unit-
ed States is sending 175 more
Marines to Romania to extend
the U.S. military’s ability to re-
spond to crises around the re-
gion, the Pentagon announced
Wednesday.

Nearly 300 Marines are al-
ready present on a rotational
basis at the Mihail Kogalniceanu
Air Base as part of the Black Sea
rotational force.

The newly arriving troops, set
to depart in coming days from
Camp Lejeune, N.C., will be part
of the Special Purpose Marine
Air-Ground Task Force head-
quartered in Moron, Spain.

The Marine unit — which will
increase in size from 500 to 675
troops — is tasked by U.S. Af-
rica Command, but could be
used elsewhere in the region if
needed, Pentagon spokesman
Col. Steve Warren told reporters
Wednesday.

The move is unrelated to the
recent confrontation between
Ukraine and Russia over the
Crimean Peninsula, he said.

“We’ve been planning on send-
ing these 175 to Romania for the
last several months,” Warren
said.

“Thereason is positioning forc-
es in different locations allows
greater flexibility. It’s strictly an
operational decision.”

The United States has sought
authorization to add up to 600
troops to the approximately
1,000 now stationed at what the
U.S. military calls the MK Air
Base in Romania.

carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_
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President Barack Obama, with Vice President Joe Biden, speaks Tuesday at the White House.

Health care sign-ups surge

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama boasted Tuesday
that 7.1 million people have signed
up for the health care law, an un-
expected comeback after a disas-
trous rollout sent his poll numbers
plummeting and stirred fears
among Democrats facing re-elec-
tion this fall.

A late wave of enrollments
pushed sign-ups higher than crit-
ics and even the White House had
believed possible. Still, the admin-
istration hasn’t determined how
many of those people have closed
the deal by paying their first
month’s premiums. Also unclear
is how many were previously un-
insured — the real test of Obama’s
health care overhaul. The law also
expanded coverage for low-income
people through Medicaid, but only
about half of the states have agreed
to implement that option.

The administration also hasn’t
yet released an updated demo-

graphic breakdown of enrollees,
such as the number of younger
people whose participation is criti-
cal to the law’s success.

The late enrollment surge may
do little to change the political dy-
namics heading into the midterm
elections, particularly for Demo-
crats running in conservative
states where the health law and the
president himself remain deeply
unpopular. Even Obama’s advis-
ers acknowledge that the public’s
views on the law are unlikely to
shift significantly between now
and November.

Still, with millions of people
now receiving health benefits
under the law, Democrats see
an opportunity to undercut Re-
publicans still pushing to repeal
“Obamacare.” GOP lawmakers,
wary of overplaying their political
hand, are indeed grappling with
whether to press forward with
repeal or narrow their focus on
replacing the law with different

health measures.

In a preview of his party’s mid-
term messaging, Obama declared
that while the health law isn’t per-
fect, “the Affordable Care Act is
here to stay.”

“Why are folks working so hard
for people to not have health insur-
ance? Why are they so mad about
the idea of people having health
insurance?” he asked a group of
administration officials and sup-
portive members of Congress in
the White House Rose Garden.

Underscoring his point, Obama
quoted from letters he said he had
received from people helped by
the law. Republicans responded
in a new round of their own quotes
from people complaining about
rapidly rising rates.

“The band may be playing in
the White House, but hearts aren’t
light for Americans struggling to
afford Obamacare’s higher costs,”
said a release from the Senate Re-
publican Communications Center.

House GOP plan
seeks health cuts
to balance budget

By ANDREW TAYLOR
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House Re-
publicans are pressing ahead with
a slashing plan to try to balance
the budget within 10 years, rely-
ing on big decreases in health care
programs for the middle class and
the poor, as well as tax increases
and Medicare cuts engineered by
President Barack Obama.

The GOP fiscal plan by House
Budget Committee Chairman
Paul Ryan, R-Wis., promises $5.1
trillion in spending cuts — and
unorthodox accounting incorpo-
rating the pro-growth effects of
deficit cuts — to formulate a bud-
get plan that brings the govern-
ment’s chronically unbalanced
books into the black by 2024.

Ryan promises to balance the
government’s books with cuts to
programs such as food stamps
and government-paid health care
for the poor and working class. It’s
a nonstarter with Obama but pol-
ishes the GOP’s supply-side brand
heading into midterm elections
likely to be determined by the
core voters of either party.

The measure should ease
through the House budget panel
on Wednesday but could face re-
sistance during floor debate next
week since it embraces higher
spending for agency budgets in
2015, as negotiated between Ryan
and Senate Budget Committee
Chairwoman Patty Murray, D-
Wash., in December. Sixty-two
House Republicans opposed the
Ryan-Murray pact, and many of
them need to come around if its
successor is going to pass next
week.

The legislation promises to

serve more as a political and pol-
icy statement by House Repub-
licans than a realistic attempt to
engage Obama and Democrats,
who control the Senate, in any
serious effort to further cut the
deficit. Election-year politics are
in play, as are entrenched differ-
ences over spending and taxes.
Senate Democrats already have
announced they will not advance a
budget this year, but Ryan pitched
his budget as a party-defining
document outlining where Repub-
licans would take the nation if they
return to power.

“It is not just enough for us to be
an opposition party,” Ryan said.
“We need to be a proposition party.
‘We need to be the alternative party.
And we need to show the country
the right way forward to get this
economy growing, to get our bud-
get, our fiscal house in order.”

At issue is the arcane congres-
sional budget process, which
employs a nonbinding measure
known as a budget resolution to set
forth goals for future taxes, spend-
ing and deficits. Follow-up legisla-
tion is usually limited to one-year
appropriations bills rather than
more difficult measures to deal
with the government’s long-term
fiscal challenges, which are fueled
by spiraling health care costs and
the retirement of the baby boom
generation.

While repealing the benefits of
“Obamacare,” Ryan would pre-
serve its tax increases and cuts to
providers, including cuts to pri-
vate insurers under the Medicare
Advantage program. Republicans
have attacked Democrats for the
Medicare cuts used to finance the
new health care law.

US Secret Service chief seeks to reassure senators after latest misconduct

By Avricia A. CALDWELL
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The latest embarrass-
ing episode involving a drunken U.S. Secret
Service agent overseas for a presidential
trip was an isolated incident, Secret Service
Director Julia Pierson said Tuesday.

Pierson and Homeland Security Secre-

tary Jeh Johnson met with senators from
the Senate Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs Committee to talk about the
incident involving an agent found drunk in
a hotel in the Netherlands last month.
Johnson spent about 15 minutes with the
lawmakers while Pierson answered ques-
tions in the closed-door meeting for about
an hour. Homeland Security said Johnson

went to the meeting to show his support for
Pierson.

In her written statement, Pierson told
lawmakers she has “made clear to the en-
tire workforce that I will not tolerate un-
professional behavior or misconduct at any
level — both on and off duty.”

“I remain committed to swiftly and vig-
orously addressing any instances of mis-

conduct that are brought to my attention
and have instructed my senior staff to do
the same,” Pierson said.

“In addition to instituting and clearly
communicating a zero-tolerance policy
when it comes to misconduct, I recognize
the need to put equal weight on continu-
ously improving our human capital policies
and practices.”
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Receding floodwaters aid mudslide search

By MANUEL VALDES
AND Lisa BAUMANN
The Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Wash. — Flood-
waters are receding at the site of
a massive mudslide that crushed
a rural Washington state com-
munity, allowing crews to expand
their search and yielding more
human remains in areas that pre-
viously couldn’t be reached. The
views presented Tuesday on a
media tour were chilling: shred-
ded homes and twisted cars.

More than 10 days after a
large section of a rain-soaked
hill crashed down on a neighbor-
hood in the small community of
Oso, teams with cadaver dogs
are still sifting through debris
and soil to determine exactly
how many people died in the
March 22 mudslide.

The mudslide had dammed up
the North Fork of the Stillagua-
mish River, causing water to pool.
Heavy rain last week added to the
flooding.

On Tuesday, the weather was
dry and sunny again. With the
rain stopped, at least for a few
days, the floodwaters are reced-
ing, which is allowing more crews
to switch from water pumping to
searching.

Here are some facts and obser-
vations in one of the worst natural
disasters to hit Washington state
in this century:

The dead

Officials have so far confirmed
the deaths of 28 people. They
range in age from 4-month-old So-
noah Heustis to Lewis F. Vanden-
burg, 71. A total of 20 people are

missing. They range in age from
Brooke Sillers, 2, to Bonnie J. Gul-
likson, 91.

The mudslide site

From a vantage point about a
mile from the collapsed hillside,
the magnitude of the slide is chill-
ing, even if only a part of it can
be seen. Where there was a state
highway, there’s now a bed of mud
and debris as much as 80 feet deep
in some spots.

“The mountain didn’t slide like
an avalanche that starts at the top
and slides down,” said Lt. Richard
Burke, a firefighter and incident
spokesman. “It actually blew out at
the bottom. And all of that energy,
because of the weight on top of it,
blew across the river and brought
all that water and material in it.”

The valley then channeled

the slide like a bowl.

“Like a big soup bowl, it kind
of sloshed up the bank and came
back down,” Burke said.

Nothing has yet been removed
from the field. The debris is con-
taminated with remains of septic
tanks and other “contaminants”
found in cars and garages. Crews
have begun piling up trees and
house items in different sections,
Burke added.

Search effort division supervi-
sor Steve Harris said, “Cars and
propane tanks and all the things
people have around their homes is
in the debris mix.”

Search for remains

Crews are being careful in their
search for human remains. Harris
said boats with sonar are among
the pieces of equipment put to use.

“We've been able to channel
the water,” Burke said. “We got
less folks controlling the water
and more folks with their hands
on the ground. And that’s what we
need.”

Financial costs

Washington Gov. Jay Inslee
says the mudslide caused about
$10 million in damage to homes
destroyed in the slide area and
their contents. He estimates fur-
ther costs of $32.1 million for
search and recovery efforts, and
to remove all the debris. But he
says the costs could go higher.

How long to search?

Harris said, “From what I've
seen, it’s going to take a long
time.”

A tow truck,

Steve BonsTeDT, QuINcy (ILL.) HEraLp Whic/AP

and work on the scene of an overturned school
bus near the rural northeast town of Ewing, Mo., on Tuesday.

23 are hurt in Mo. school bus accident

The Associated Press

EWING, Mo. — Nearly two
dozen students were injured after
their school bus overturned along
arural road northeast Missouri.

The Missouri Highway Patrol
said the bus rolled into a ditch

along a two-lane road Tuesday
afternoon near Ewing, which is
about 125 miles northwest of St.
Louis. No other vehicles were
involved.

The patrol said 18 students
suffered minor injuries and five
were more seriously hurt.

Lewis County Sheriff David
Parrish said the driver and most
of the students were treated at
hospitals and released Tuesday.
He said “a few” students re-
main hospitalized but that none
of their injuries appears to be
life-threatening.

Scandal-weary voters give DC

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Reeling
from allegations by federal pros-
ecutors that he knew about the
dirty tricks that helped him get
elected four years ago, District
of Columbia Mayor Vincent Gray
tried to rally his base. But his core
supporters weren’tnearly enough,
as a scandal-weary electorate ral-
lied behind a much-younger chal-
lenger who promised honest and
ethical leadership.

D.C. Councilmember Muriel

Bowser defeated Gray in Tues-
day’s Democratic mayoral pri-
mary, leaving Gray to serve nine
months as a lame duck with po-
tential criminal charges hanging
over his head.

The defining moment of the
election occurred three weeks
earlier in a courtroom. Federal
prosecutors say Gray knew about
an illegal $668,000 slush fund
that helped him defeat incum-
bent Adrian Fenty in 2010. Five
people involved with his previous
campaign have pleaded guilty to

mayor the boot

felonies, and the new allegations
surfaced as part of a plea deal for
the businessman who provided
the illegal funds.

The Democratic primary win-
ner has gone on to win every
mayoral election in the district,
where 75 percent of registered
voters are Democrats. But Bows-
er will face a credible challenger
this November: i DC.

$425 million Powerball
winner wants privacy

By CHANNING JOSEPH
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — The win-
ner of one of the largest Power-
ball jackpots in history has finally
come forward — but he still hasn’t
quite revealed his identity.

B. Raymond Buxton, a North-
ern California man, waited more
than amonth to accept his prize on
Tuesday at the California Lottery
headquarters in Sacramento.

In a photo taken after he
claimed the money on Tuesday,
Buxton was covering his face
with an oversize check for $425
million. Perhaps the only clue to
his identity was his unusual shirt,
which featured a picture of the
Star Wars character Yoda and
read, “Luck of the Jedi I have.”

“He really wants to live a pri-
vate life as best he can,” Buxton’s
publicist Sam Singer told The As-
sociated Press. “He was a solidly
middle-class American, and today
he is a solidly wealthy one.”

Buxton is hoping to remain out
of the limelight and doesn’t want
to speak directly to the media,
Singer said. He also won’t reveal
his age, address or what he did
for a living until his very recent
retirement.

One reason that Buxton waited
to come forward on April 1 —
April Fool’s Day — is simply that
he has a healthy sense of humor,
Singer said. “He still can’t be-
lieve it’s not a prank on him. But
the reality is Ray Buxton is the
winner.”

Another reason is that Buxton
has been working since February
with an attorney and financial
adviser to establish new bank ac-
counts, set up a charity and sort
out tax issues.

Buxton bought the sole winning
ticket for the Feb. 19 drawing at
the Dixon Landing Chevron sta-
tion in the San Francisco Bay
Area city of Milpitas, about 10
miles north of San Jose.

Councilmember David Catania,
46, a former Republican who has
championed progressive causes
since leaving the party in 2004.

ealottery

CaviFornia LoTTERY/AP

Powerball winner B. Raymond Buxton holds a check for $425
million on Tuesday in Sacramento, Calif.
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OPINION

Obama must face terrorism reahtles

By TrupY RuBIN
Philadelphia Inquirer

ear President Obama: Last week,
you were superbusy in Europe,
warning Vladimir Putin not to
invade eastern Ukraine.

Meanwhile, Moscow’s takeover of Crimea
is a done deal, and there’s even more wor-
rying stuff going on elsewhere. Your CIA
chief, John Brennan, just told a House panel
that al-Qaida central is now using Syrian
territory to train Western jihadis to attack
Europe and America.

In Afghanistan (remember Afghani-
stan?), Taliban bombers are threatening
this week’s elections. They are getting help
from the intelligence services of our sup-
posed ally, Pakistan, even as we prepare
to exit the country. Equally worrying, the
Pakistani Taliban are wreaking havoc in-
side nuclear-armed Pakistan, whose gov-
ernment has no apparent strategy to counter
them — except to beg for peace.

There’s a link between all these head-
aches, and you sometimes seem to get it, but
your foreign policy doesn’t reflect that un-
derstanding. Isn’t it time your team started
connecting the dots?

We know you hoped the world had en-
tered a new era in the 21st century in which
nations could solve messy problems by di-
plomacy, not force. Putin put an end to such
illusions. As they say in the military, “It is
what it is,” and your foreign policy has to
adjust.

You were correct to say last week in Bel-
gium that Russia isn’t our top geopolitical
threat (listen up, Mitt Romney). You are
also right that Russia is only a “regional
power” that mainly threatens its immedi-
ate neighbors (though your public insults to
Putin could make him more aggressive).

You also said you were “much more con-
cerned when it comes to our security with
the prospect of a nuclear weapon going off
in Manhattan.” In other words, the biggest
threat to the United States is the possibility
that jihadis could access nuclear weapons.
Yet that threat is expanding on your watch.

Over the last two years, a new jihadi safe
haven has emerged in large areas of east-
ern Syria stretching through western Iraq.
Thousands of foreign jihadis have poured
into the area, including about 1,200 Ameri-
can and European Muslims.

Yet for the last two years, as moderate
Syrian rebel groups lost ground to bet-
ter-armed jihadis, you refused to confront
reality in Syria. You clung to a diplomatic

PaBLo MarTINEZ Monsivais/AP

President Barack Obama looks back as he boards Air Force One at Ramstein Air Base,
Germany, on Saturday on his way back to Washington after a weeklong trip abroad.

strategy that depended on Putin to persuade
his ally, Syrian President Bashar Assad, to
stand down. Your officials still insist that
only diplomacy can end the conflict, but
such diplomacy still depends on Russia. As
Putin’s move on Crimea should have made
obvious, the Russian isn’t moved by appeals
to international law.

The only thing that might grab Putin’s at-
tention and compel him to bargain would be
a shift in the playing field — if it looked as
if Assad’s fortunes were declining. Achiev-
ing that would require you to greenlight
delivery of portable anti-aircraft systems
that vetted Syrian rebel groups could use to
shoot down Assad’s planes and helicopters
— which rain missiles and “barrel bombs”
on civilians.

Yet your team is still haggling over wheth-
er to approve delivery of even a handful of
such weapons. Yes, there is a risk that some
might go astray, but that can be addressed
by designing careful controls, which vetted
rebel groups are ready to agree to.

If you remain paralyzed, Assad looks
certain to retain power in the coastal part
of the country and a belt that includes the
major cities. The rest of Syria will remain a
failed state, giving jihadis a safe haven from
which to destabilize Iraq, Jordan and Leb-

anon, and to threaten Israel — along with
the West. Think of it as a new Afghanistan
on the Mediterranean that shares a border
with Turkey, a NATO nation.

Meantime, Afghanistan trembles under
Taliban attack as U.S. forces exit. Next door,
Pakistan’s weak government and uncertain
military fail to halt the growth of jihadi
terrorism in their nuclear-armed country.
One could imagine some of those Pakistani
weapons someday finding their way to the
new Syrian jihadistan.

So if you really believe nuclear terror-
ism is America’s number one security chal-
lenge, Mr. President, you can no longer
dither over Syria.

You've sensibly said the United States
won'’t use force against the Russians, even if
Putin invades eastern Ukraine. In th.\s case,
we must play a long game, using economic
and energy tools to constrain the Russian
leader.

But on Syria, it’s long past time to take a
lesson from Putin and back diplomacy with
power. To smash the new terrorist strong-
hold in Syria will take more than sending
meals-ready-to-eat to moderate rebels.
Tough talk is no substitute for deeds.

Trudy Rubin is a columnist and editorial board
member for the Philadelphia Inquirer.

US should lift

By Apam MINTER
Bloomberg News

hat would the friendly skies

look like if you could use your

cellphone on flights in U.S.

airspace? On Wednesday, com-
ments closed on a proposed Department of
Transportation rule that would continue
the long-standing U.S. ban on in-flight use
of cellphones, and the response was over-
whelming and predictable. “Increased con-
flict and misery,” predicted one of the 1,760
respondents. “Violence on the aircraft,” sur-
mised another. Members of Congress seem
to agree: In February, a House Committee
voted to require the DOT to issue a ban,
never mind the public comments.

The sentiment is understandable, emo-
tional and entirely irrational. Currently,
more than 4,000 planes globally have been
outfitted with Wi-Fi and cellular service,
and the experiences of airlines and civil
aviation authorities suggest that phones are

ban on phone-friendly skies

no more detrimental to a safe in-flight expe-
rience than free wine and beer on interna-
tional flights.

Take, for example, Emirates, the Dubai-
basedinternational carrier that—according
to its comments filed with the DOT — has
offered “in-flight voice connectivity” since
2008. During that period, passengers have
made more than 1 million calls on their own
phones with “only two negative complaints
registered to date.” Strikingly, of the users
of the service, the third most frequent, ac-
cording to Emirates, are Americans.

This is not just the self-serving rational-
ization of an airline hoping to earn the right
to earn extra fees from passengers stuck on
long-haul flights. The results are supported
by data obtained during a 2012 Federal Avi-
ation Administration study of 11 civil avia-
tion authorities around the world that allow
in-flight calling. The conclusions, far from
suggesting an in-flight battlefield, reveal a
far more benign picture:

In all likelihood, the cost of in-flight calls
is likely to be the most effective curb on the

chaotic cabin environment that critics fear.
To make calls, passengers will be routed
through on-board call stations that don’t
interfere with plane communications and
which — not coincidentally — allow airlines
to charge handsomely for the privilege of
calling in-flight to arrange your airport
pickup. It’s the very reason why, for ex-
ample, the in-seat satellite phones that ap-
peared on U.S. airplanes in the early 1990s
never became an in-flight problem: Rates
could exceed $3 per minute.

Due to the U.S. ban, the more than 20
airlines that allow in-flight voice calls must
currently shut down those services when
they enter U.S. airspace. So far, at least,
there’s absolutely no evidence that such
flights are any more safe or placid over
Virginia than they are over France. In fact,
they’re probably just more inconvenient
and less profitable.

Adam Minter is a regular contributor to
Bloomberg View based in Shanghai and the

author of “Junkyard Planet,” a book on the global
recycling industry.
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Setting realistic expectations for Afghan elections

By Noan CoBURN
AND RoNaLD E. NEUMANN

.S. strategic interests will be

enormously affected by the out-

come of Afghanistan’s presiden-

tial elections. With the vote for
Hamid Karzai’s replacement looming, as
well as elections for provincial councils,
it is time to set realistic expectations and
make sure our actions relate to our inter-
ests. Informed, patient diplomacy by the
United States would go far in ensuring that
the substantial gains made in Afghanistan
over the past decade, at great cost, are not
lost due to haste.

Regardless of the efforts of the interna-
tional community or the improving elec-
toral bodies in Afghanistan, the April 5
elections will be corrupt, filled with fraud
and marred by violence. Election officials
and monitors have been targeted. Paradoxi-
cally, that reflects the success of the previ-
ous four elections in Afghanistan. Local
power brokers, commanders and the Tal-
iban are so invested in the electoral system
and the resources that it generates that they
are using both legitimate and illegitimate
approaches to win or disrupt the voting.

At this point, the United States needs to
understand that what is most important in
these upcoming elections is Afghanistan’s
long-term stability. That is best achieved
through a peaceful transfer of power to a
new president with authority recognized
broadly by Afghans. Democracy is, of
course, important, and beyond a point its
neglect would undermine stability, but the
priority should not be on holding perfect
elections.

Afghans are likely to tolerate many types
of procedural irregularities and small-scale
fraud. Widespread violence and a break-
down of the tenuous political balance are
likely only if these manipulations are seen
as overtly propelling into office a candi-
date with little national support. Instead,
Afghans are primarily preparing for both a
national and, through provincial elections,
local long-term renegotiation of political
power. This is the challenge that the inter-
national community needs to focus on.

The power transfer started by these elec-
tions is likely to take months. A run-off is
likely. Time will be needed to resolve dis-
puted vote counts. Karzai needs an honor-

Massoup Hossaini/AP

An Afghan policeman stands guard as supporters of Afghan presidential candidate
Ashraf Ghani listen to his speech during a campaign rally in Kabul on Tuesday.

able exit, but he must exit. New ministers
and governors will be appointed. Power
brokers are working to deliver votes to re-
affirm their local authority. Even the most
democratic-looking youth groups have
been largely co-opted by the political elite
into these machinations to trade votes for
influence with several potential bidders.
The United States and other interna-
tional actors need to shape their initial
response carefully in the days after the
voting. For example, turnout is not likely

to say much about the long-term effects of
these elections. In an honor-based system,
accusations of fraud are an attack on one’s
prestige as much as on his politics, which
will lead to more such accusations. These
reports are not as important as whether

focused on maintaining calm than on as-
sessing how free the elections were; it
should leave space for Afghan reactions to
dominate. All of the political steps that are
bound to follow Saturday’s voting must be
Afghan-driven, but that does not contra-
dict the need for a strong U.S. diplomatic
role in maintaining the peace.

Afghan voters and leaders still care
deeply about whether their political sys-
tem appears democratic to outside ob-
servers, and they care about electing a
leader the international community will
do business with. Many will seek to know
whom the United States “really supports.”
While the Obama administration should
remain neutral, we should not expect our
show of neutrality to be believed. It would
also have an effect if U.S. officials were
to speak strongly against a candidate, as
many Afghans would not vote for someone
whose election would mean the end of U.S.
or international aid. Washington would be
wise to prepare for a role as a quiet referee
and potential mediator in the negotiations
over fraud that is likely to emerge.

This will be even more challenging
given the recent attacks on the Serena
Hotel, where many international moni-
tors were staying, and the Kabul election
headquarters. Monitors are essential to re-
assure both the international community
and Afghans that the voting has been the
decisive element in the selection of the new
president.

It will take generations for democracy to
take root in Afghanistan. But the fact that
these elections are being held reflects the
way that democratic practices have begun
to become a part of the Afghan political
system. The United States should continue
to declare its support for the most trans-
parent and clear elections possible, but the
inevitable failure to achieve a perfectly
free and fair vote should not trump the
primary U.S. goal of a peaceful transfer of
power. Without such a peaceful transition,
there is little hope for the future of Afghan
democracy anyway.

leaders decide to use these 1
political tools in an attempt to overturn the
elections.

How the international community re-
sponds to such accusations is critical.
The initial U.S. response should be more

Noah Coburn is a political anthropologist at
Bennington College and the author of “Derailing
Democracy in Afghanistan.” Ronald E. Neumann is
president of the American Academy of Diplomacy
and was U.S. ambassador to Afghanistan from
2005 to 2007. This column first appeared in The
Washington Post.

Virtual reality meets cold, hard cash — $2 billion of it

By ALEXANDRA PETRI
The Washington Post

ongratulations, Oculus! The vir-

tual reality company managed to

get itself purchased by Facebook

before producing the first con-
sumer version of its product.

“I'm impressed; usually forms of media
have to come into existence first before they
are taken over and ruined by ad companies.
This may be a new record,” one person
commented online about the deal.

I am not an expert in virtual reality. Ac-
tual reality is hard enough to navigate. I
have barely mastered the interface, and I
am 26 years old. I can’t get the dang thing to
save. I still walk into things. I haven’t gotten
flossing to work, even though that’s clearly
abuilt-in command. I keep repeating elabo-
rate series of actions that never obtain any
result. I am forever putting down important
items and forgetting them. I can’t figure out
how to get extra lives. I spend most of my
time wandering around making unneces-
sary hand gestures and murmuring to my-
self, like a Sim who has been surprised by a
new piece of furniture.

1 am not an expert in virtual reality. Actual reality is
hard enough to navigate. | have barely mastered the
interface, and | am 26 years old.

I haven’t even managed to steal any au-
tomobiles, and if I have any superpowers, I
have yet to unlock them. No one ever tells me
what my objectives are; to an uninformed
observer, it would appear that my only con-
sistent one is to get coffee every day, no mat-
ter what else is going on, and that doesn’t
seem right. Other players keep zooming
past me, flying airplanes and conducting
heists and making millions of dollars.

But one person who seems to have gotten
actual reality to work is Palmer Luckey, of
Oculus VR. Facebook announced last week
that it would buy Oculus for $2 billion. Luck-
ey wrote a note on Reddit trying to explain
why this was a good idea (I can think of at
least 2 billion reasons!).

Reddit is up in arms. Judging by many
of the comments, the people who lavishly
crowd-funded the virtual reality project
through Kickstarter, to the tune of $2 mil-

lion in 2012, are up in arms, too.

This says less about Oculus and more
about Kickstarter. Kickstarting, in gen-
eral, consists of people giving you hope and
you giving them money. But it’s all mud-
died by the terminology — project, backer.
As Patrick Klepek wrote on GiantBomb.
com, “Backer. That’s a problematic term.
It sounds too much like investor. It implies
more control than what Kickstarter actu-
ally offers.”

Sometimes this works. You get your
magical fly swatter from the future with-
out a hitch, and everyone goes home happy.
Sometimes, though, it doesn’t. I'm still wait-
ing for that novel I Kickstarted months and
months ago. (No pressure.)

But this is the trouble with Kickstarter
— you get the spurious sense of being an
investor without any of the perks. You are,
as Klepek noted, emotionally invested. You

paid money. You had feelings. That seems
like an investment. Where is your payoff?

“Backing a project is more than just giv-
ing someone money,” Kickstarter’s website
notes. “It’s supporting their dream to create
something that they want to see exist in the
world. ... Some projects take longer than an-
ticipated, but creators who are transparent
about issues and delays usually find their
backers to be understanding.”

But it’s all in the fine print. You get perks
but no say. You give people your money so
that they will, you hope, make you things.
But there is no guarantee that they will
make the things in question and, anyway,
you have no equity.

To a degree, it’s the same problem Face-
book has — the one that makes us so mis-
trustful of it. It’s free because you’re not the
consumer, you're the product. It feels like
one experience — it’s designed to give you
that experience — but it’s actually another.

When you give money to make a Kick-
starter project happen, you're not the inves-
tor, you're the consumer. Talk about virtual
reality.

Alexandra Petri writes the ComPost blog at wash-
ingtonpost.com/blogs/compost.
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Court tosses limits on
campaign contributions

By MARK SHERMAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON—TheSupreme
Court struck down limits Wednes-
day in U.S. law on the overall cam-
paign contributions the biggest
individual donors may make to
candidates, political parties and
political action committees.

The justices said in a 5-4 vote
that Americans have a right to
give the legal maximum to candi-
dates for Congress and president,
as well as to parties and PACs,
without worrying that they will
violate the law when they bump
up against a limit on all contribu-
tions, set at $123,200 for 2013 and
2014. That includes a separate
$48,600 cap on contributions to
candidates.

Their decision does not under-
mine limits on individual contribu-
tions to candidates for president or
Congress, now $2,600 an election.

Chief Justice John Roberts an-
nounced the decision, which split
the court’s liberal and conserva-
tive justices. Roberts said the ag-
gregate limits do not act to prevent

corruption, the rationale the court
has upheld as justifying limits.

The overall limits “intrude
without justification on a citizen’s
ability to exercise ‘the most fun-
damental First Amendment ac-
tivities,” Roberts said, referring
to the U.S. Constitution and quot-
ing from the court’s seminal 1976
campaign finance ruling in Buck-
ley v. Valeo.

Justice Stephen Breyer, writing
for the liberal dissenters, took the
unusual step of reading a summa-
ry of his opinion from the bench.

Congress enacted the limits in
the wake of 1970s abuses to dis-
courage big contributors from
trying to buy votes with their do-
nations and to restore public con-
fidence in the campaign finance
system.

In a series of rulings in recent
years, the Roberts court has
struck down provisions of federal
law aimed at limiting the influ-
ence of big donors as unconstitu-
tional curbs on free speech rights.

Most notably, in 2010, the court
divided S to 4 in the Citizens Unit-

ed case to free corporations and
labor unions to spend as much as
they wish on campaign advocacy,
as long as it is independent of can-
didates and their campaigns. That
decision did not affect contribution
limits to individual candidates, po-
litical parties and political action
committees.

Republican activist Shaun Mc-
Cutcheon, the national Republi-
can Party and Senate Republican
leader Mitch McConnell chal-
lenged the overall limits on what
contributors may give in a two-
year federal election cycle.

Relaxed campaign finance
rules have reduced the influence
of political parties, they argued.

McCutcheon gave the symboli-
cally significant $1,776 to 15 can-
didates for Congress and wanted
to give the same amount to 12 oth-
ers. Doing so would have put him
in violation of the cap.

The court did not heed warn-
ings from Solicitor General Don-
ald Verrilli Jr. that donors would
be able to funnel large amounts of
money to a favored candidate.

Runner is safe
after 2 days in
mountain snow

By TERRY COLLINS
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — A Northern California man
‘who survived two days in freezing temperatures in a
snowy mountainous region said what he wanted most
after the end of his ordeal was a hamburger.

“I'm grateful. Thank you very much,” Robert Root
said Tuesday as he was loaded into an awaiting am-
bulance. He was taken to Sutter Auburn Faith Hos-
pital in nearby Auburn, Calif., where he was treated
and released by Tuesday evening, said Robin Mont-
gomery, a hospital spokeswoman.

Root said he wanted an In-N-Out hamburger upon
his release, said Placer County Sheriff’s spokeswom-
an Dena Erwin.

Root, 55, of Modesto, was wearing only a light jack-
et, shorts and running shoes when rescuers discov-
ered him walking on a bridge on the Western States
trail Tuesday afternoon, Erwin said.

Covered in metallic blankets and other warm ma-
terials, a disheveled and red-faced Root smiled at TV
reporters after authorities slowly brought him down
inan all-terrain vehicle from the snowy trail in the Si-
erra Nevada, about 200 miles east of San Francisco.

“It’s just amazing. He was found alive, alert and
talking,” Erwin said. “Just amazing.”

The news of Root’s discovery spread quickly in
Modesto, said Heidi Ryan, who belongs to the same
running club as Root.

“Ifeel like I'm still a little numb, but that’s just me,”
Ryan said. “I'm still processing it.”

Root was last seen Sunday morning before he be-
came separated from fellow members of the Shadow-
Chase Running Club along the trail near Foresthill.

The runners who were out Sunday were split into
groups. When his group briefly stopped, Root decid-
ed to run ahead and join the faster group, but he took
awrong turn on the trail, Erwin said.

An extensive search began on the rugged terrain,
but it was suspended due to darkness and falling tem-

KTXL Fox 40 Sacramento

Trail runner Robert Root smiles after being
rescued Tuesday after being lost in snowy
conditions for two days near Foresthill, Calif.

peratures. Root ended up on a cliff overlooking the
American River, where he scooted into some shrub-
bery for warmth and slept off and on throughout Sun-
day night, Erwin said.

More than 60 searchers resumed Monday using
motorcycles, all-terrain vehicles, search dogs and
two helicopters. Five members of the Tahoe Nordic
Search Team spent the night looking for Root after
snow began to fall earlier in the day.

On Monday, Root spent the morning trying to find
his way out, but he ended up back at the same spot,
spending a second night in the same area, Erwin
said.

Root said he survived on energy supplements and a
small amount of water he carried with him, and when
he couldn’t stop shaking, he compressed and released
his muscles over and over to stay warm, she added.

Erwin said crews went looking for Root again Tues-
day. Root decided to head “up and west,” and when he
got to the El Dorado Bridge, he saw a couple of people
wearing bright-colored uniforms he thought were
searchers and walked up to them.

“They said, ‘Are you Bob Root?”” Erwin said. “He
said, ‘Yes, Iam.””

Nick UT/AP

A bronze statue of a young Korean girl in Central Park in Glendale,
Calif., honors so-called “comfort women” from World War Il.

Asian rivals in US
drive local politics

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — All poli-
tics is local, the saying goes. But
in some American cities, local
politics has gone international,
with city governments finding
themselves caught in historical
disputes between two close U.S.
allies: Japan and South Korea.

Korean-Americans have won
approval for local memorials for
the victims of Japanese sexual
slavery during World War II,
over the objections of Japan.
They have also pressed states to
change school textbooks to ad-
dress geographical differences
with Japan.

Those campaigns have gath-
ered steam as relations between
South Korea and Japan have
soured despite Washington’s ef-
fort to quell tensions between
its two principal allies in Asia.
They reflect the growing political
power of Korean-Americans in
states where they have a sizable
presence. Many are first- and
second-generation  immigrants
whose ties to Korea are fresh and
for whom nationalist causes still
resonate.

Japanese-Americans, many of
whom have more distant ties to
their ancestral homeland, tend
to be a less cohesive political
force. Japan itself, rather than
Americans of Japanese descent,
has stepped into these local dis-
putes, raising them directly with
governments at the city and state

level.

Japan says it has already apolo-
gized for the estimated 200,000
“comfort women” recruited for
sex by Japan’s imperial army.
With some prodding from Wash-
ington, Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe last month quashed specu-
lation he planned to review the
apology.

But Japan views the memorials
and demands for textbook chang-
es as unwarranted attempts to
drag its differences with South
Korea into the domestic affairs
of the U.S., which both countries
prize as their chief diplomatic
and security partner.

“We think it is not appropriate
for local politics to be affected by
the differences of opinion of its
residents’ home countries,” Ja-
pan’s Foreign Ministry said in a
statement after being asked about
it by The Associated Press.

Local governments in the U.S.
have approved at least four com-
fort women memorials since
2010. The highest-profile one is a
bronze statue in the Los Angeles
suburb of Glendale.

Phyllis Kim, spokeswoman for
the Korean-American Forum of
California, which pushed for that
memorial, said it’s an issue of
universal human rights that tran-
scends borders.

She said Japan has to take “full
responsibility for its crimes of the
past like the Germans did for the
Holocaust.”

Chrysler issues SUV recall

The Associated Press

DETROIT — Chryslerisrecall-
ing nearly 870,000 SUVs because
corrosion may make the vehicles’
brakes harder to use.

Jeep Grand Cherokee and
Dodge Durango SUVs from the
2011 through 2014 model years
are involved.

Chrysler says crimp joints in
the brake boosters can corrode
if they’re exposed to water. If the
water freezes, the boosters won’t
aid braking as they usually do.

Chrysler began investigating

after some customers said their
brakes felt too firm when pressed
down. The company knows of one
accident, but no injuries, due to
the defect.

Dealers will install a shield to
protect the boosters for free and
replace boosters that aren’t work-
ing properly.

Chrysler has since changed the
design to make the boosters more
corrosion resistant.

Chrysler will notify owners of
the recall, which involves 867,795
vehicles.
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Police: Jet mystery may never be solved

By EiLEeN N
AND NicK PERRY
The Associated Press

KUALALUMPUR,Malaysia—
A police investigation may never
determine the reason why the
Malaysia Airlines jetliner disap-
peared, and search planes scour-
ing the Indian Ocean for any sign
of its wreckage aren’t certain to
find anything either, officials
said Wednesday.

The assessment by Malaysian
and Australian officials under-
scored the lack of knowledge
authorities have about what
happened on Flight 370. It also
points to a scenario that becomes
more likely with every passing
day — that the fate of the Boeing
777 and the 239 people onboard

']
Investigations may go on and on and on. We have to clear every little thing.
At the end of the investigations, we may not even know the real cause. 7

Khalid Abu Bakar
Malaysian inspector general

Cairo University; 1 dead

CAIRO — Three bombs explod-
ed Wednesday outside Cairo Uni-
versity’s main campus, hitting riot
police deployed against near daily
protests by Islamist students, kill-
ing a police general and wounding
seven others, including several top
police officers.

The bombings were the latest

might remain a mystery forever.
The plane disappeared March 8
on a flight to Bejjing from Kuala
Lumpur after its transponders,
which make the plane visible to
commercial radar, were shut off.
Police are investigating the pi-
lots and crew for any evidence
suggesting they may have hi-
Jjacked or sabotaged the plane. The
backgrounds of the passengers,
two-thirds of whom were Chinese,
have been checked by local and in-

ternational investigators and noth-
ing suspicious has been found.

“Investigations may go on and
on and on. We have to clear every
little thing,” Inspector General
Khalid Abu Bakar told reporters.
“At the end of the investigations,
we may not even know the real
cause. We may not even know the
reason for this incident.”

Police are also investigating
the cargo and the food served
on the plane to eliminate pos-

sible poisoning of passengers and
crew, he said.

The current search area is
a85,000-square mile patch of sea
roughly a 2%-hour flight from
Perth, Australia.

Angus Houston, the head of
a joint agency coordinating the
multinational search effort out
of Australia, said no time frame
had been set for the search to end,
but that a new approach would be
needed if nothing showed up.

MichaeL ProesT/AP

German pilots strike cancels hundreds of flights

Lufthansa pilots gather for a rally as they went on a three-day strike in Frankfurt, Germany, on Wednesday. Lufthansa said it has canceled
almost 900 domestic and intercontinental flights on the first day of the strike by the pilots union over a wage dispute. Airline spokeswoman
Barbara Schaedler said it expects to cancel about 3,800 flights altogether, affecting more than 425,000 passengers.

Experts: Chile’s magnitude-8.2
earthquake was not ‘the big one’

By Lurs ANpres HENAO
The Associated Press

SANTIAGO, Chile — Authorities in north-
ern Chile discovered surprisingly light damage
and just six reported deaths Wednesday from a
magnitude-8.2 quake — a remarkably low toll
for such a powerful shift in the Earth’s crust.

President Michelle Bachelet flew to the re-
gion to review damage in daylight after declar-
ing a state of emergency and sending a military
plane with 100 anti-riot police to join 300 sol-
diers who were deployed to prevent looting and
round up escaped prisoners.

Thousands of people evacuated from low-
lying areas were returning home after a spend-
ing a long night outside due to the threat of a
tsunami. The government’s mandatory order

to leave the coast was spread through cellphone
text messages and Twitter, and reinforced by
blaring sirens in neighborhoods where people
regularly practice earthquake drills.

Seawater flooded city streets and washed
away some fishing boats in Iquique, but by
early Wednesday no major tsunami damage
‘was apparent.

Tuesday night’s quake was not the big one
seismologists expect eventually.

“Could be tomorrow, could be in 50 years;
we do not know when it’s going to occur,” said
Mike Simons, a seismologist at the Geologi-
cal Survey. “But the key point here is that this
magnitude-8.2 is not the large earthquake that
we were expecting for this area. We’re actu-
ally still expecting potentially an even larger
earthquake.”

CrisTiaN Viveros/AP

Fishing boats are washed ashore by a small
tsunami in Iquique, Chile, after a i

ina of attacks targeting
Egypt’s police and military that
began with the ouster last sum-
mer of Islamist President Moham-
med Morsi. The attacks are taking
place amid a fierce crackdown by
security forces against pro-Morsi
protesters and members of Mor-
si’s Muslim Brotherhood.

Bombings around Iraq
kill 8 ahead of elections

BAGHDAD — A series of
bombings in Iraq killed eight peo-
ple Wednesday, including army
recruits, as the country prepares
for parliamentary elections later
this month.

The deadliest attack took place
in the town of Riyadh, about 180
miles northwest of the capital,
Baghdad. There, a suicide bomb-
er detonated his explosives while
standing next to army recruits
waiting in line at the gate of a mil-
itary base to apply for jobs early
in the morning, police Col. Fatah
Rasheed said.

The explosion killed five re-
cruits and wounded 14, Rasheed
said. Separately, police said a
bomb blast in a commercial street
killed two people and wounded
six in Madain, about 14 miles
southeast of Baghdad.

In western Baghdad, a bomb
exploded in a commercial street,
killing one person and wounding
five, police said.

0ld bomb explodes in
Bangkok shop, killing 7

BANGKOK — Workers at a
scrap shop in Thailand’s capital on
Wednesday accidentally detonat-
ed a large bomb believed to have
been dropped during World War
11, killing at least seven people and
injuring 19 others, police said.

Police bomb squad chief Ka-
mthorn Auicharoen said con-
struction workers found the bomb
buried at a building site and sold
it to the scrap shop in northern
Bangkok. He said workers at the
shop were using a gas-powered
thermal cutter to take the bomb
apart when it exploded.

N. Korea opens race
to runner-tourists

TOKYO — For the first time
ever, North Korea is opening up
the streets of its capital to runner-
tourists for the annual Pyongyang
marathon.

Tourism companies say they
are getting inundated by requests
to sign up for the April 13 event,
which will include amateur run-
ners from around the world. The
race includes a full marathon
— with a handful of world-class,
invitation-only athletes — a half
marathon and a 10-kilometer run.

The opening of the race to
recreational runners is in keep-
ing with the North’s ongoing, but
sporadic, effort to earn cash rev-
enue by boosting tourism.

8.2 quake struck the coast Wednesday

From The Associated Press
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Tree trimmer survives
chain saw cut to neck
P PITTSBURGH — A

tree trimmer was recov-
ering a day after he was rushed
to a Pittsburgh hospital with a
chain saw blade still embedded in
his neck following a work-related
accident.

An X-ray released Tuesday
shows the saw still in the neck of
James Valentine, 21.

He was up a tree in a harness
when he was struck in the neck by
the saw Monday afternoon in Ross
Township. Another worker helped
him down, and workers left the
saw in place so Valentine wouldn’t
bleed more than he already was.

Valentine had emergency sur-
gery to repair his injuries at Al-
legheny General Hospital, where
doctors say the saw missed major
arteries and, instead, cut into Val-
entine’s muscle.

Blast rocks gas plant;
5 employees injured
w A PLYMOUTH — A
large explosion rocked
a natural gas processing plant
on the Washington-Oregon bor-
der Monday, injuring five work-
ers, causing about 400 people to
evacuate from nearby farms and
homes and emitting a mushroom
cloud of black smoke that was vis-
ible for more than a mile.

The 8:20 am. blast at the Wil-
liams Northwest Pipeline facility
near the Washington town of Plym-
outh, along the Columbia River,
sparked a fire and punctured one
of the facility’s two giant storage
tanks for liquefied natural gas.

Benton County Sheriff Steven
Keane said a relatively small
amount of gas leaked from the
tank to the ground in a moat-like
containment area. But it then
evaporated, blowing away to the
northeast, he said.

Man gets 25 years for
shooting at White House
D WASHINGTON — An
Idaho man who pleaded
guilty to firing an assault rifle at
the White House in 2011, striking
the executive mansion more than
half a dozen times, was sentenced
Monday to 25 years in prison.

Prosecutors initially charged
Oscar Ramiro Ortega-Hernan-
dez with attempting to assassi-
nate President Barack Obama
but agreed to drop the charge as
part of a plea deal last year. Orte-
ga-Hernandez instead pleaded
guilty to two charges including
damaging the home.

The president and first lady
Michelle Obama were not home
at the time of the shooting, and
no one was injured. Prosecutors
said Ortega-Hernandez, 23, jeop-
ardized the lives of others.

‘Burrito byway’ would
highlight state’s best
SANTA FE — The

N New Mexico Tourism
Department is looking for the
state’s best breakfast burritos.

The department Monday
opened nominations for limited
spots on what it has dubbed the
“New Mexico True Breakfast
Burrito Byway.”

According to tourism officials,
the breakfast burrito was devel-

THE CENSUS
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The number of years that have passed since a tiny Renoir painting was stolen from the Baltimore Museum
of Art. Pierre-Auguste Renoir’s painting “On the Shore of the Seine,” painted about 1879, is back on display
as the centerpiece of a new exhibition, “The Renoir Retumns.” The painting, just 5% by 9 inches, became the
subject of a dramatic legal dispute after a Virginia woman claimed she bought it at a flea market for $7. Oth-

ers, including her brother, disputed the story. A judge ultimately awarded ownership back to the museum.

The amount a suburban Portland, Ore., wild cat sanctuary was fined for two serious violations, one of
which likely contributed to an employee being mauled to death by a cougar. The Oregon’s Occupational
Safety and Health Division found WildCat Haven violated its two-person safety procedure by allowing em-
ployees to work alone with the wild cats. Renee Radziwon-Chapman, 36, was killed at the sanctuary while

working alone. She was discovered bloodied inside the enclosure, with two cougars roaming nearby unsecured and a third cougar locked in a
smaller cage inside the enclosure. Investigators also found the latches on cages to be inadequately designed.

= $5 600
1«

Saving Chocolate Chip

Toby Gabriel holds a 6-foot-long python named Chocolate Chip, which was rescued from a house fire in Muskegon, Mich. Firefighter Scott
said he

to enter the

, smoke-filled house Sunday night

ot
Narauie Koie, THe Muskecon (Mich.) CHRoNICLE/AP

“weighty.” “l would do it for any creature,” Hemmelsbach sald. “Pm just glad it had a happy ending.”

oped by a Santa Fe restaurant. It
has also become a staple of Albu-
querque’s International Balloon
Fiesta, where a hand-held break-
fast is a necessity.

The “New Mexico True Break-
fast Burrito Byway” will iden-
tify the best of the burritos across
New Mexico, based on nomina-
tions made by the public over the
next two weeks.

Building evacuated
over shaky balcony
N NEW YORK — About
500 people attending
an event at a historic synagogue-
turned-performance space in
lower Manhattan had to be evacu-
ated from the building after fire-
fighters discovered cracks in a
mezzanine balcony.
Officials said firefighters were
responding to a smoke condition

at 172 Norfolk St. on Monday when
attendees alerted them that the

balcony was shaking.

Firefighters inspected the bal-
cony and found structural cracks.

The 1849 gothic Revival syna-
gogue is home to the Angel Oren-
sanz Foundation Center for the
Arts and is used as an art gallery
and performance space.

Casino art project turns
billboards to love notes
N LAS VEGAS — A Las
Vegas Strip casino is
turning its flashy LED signs into
giant love notes to the masses.

The Cosmopolitan casino plans
to start broadcasting the animat-
ed works of contemporary British
artist Tracey Emin every hour for
about three minutes, starting on
Monday.

Passersby will see about a dozen
giantindoor and outdoor marquees
go black and an invisible hand
writing phrases such as “I prom-
ise to love you” in glowing letters.

Sheriff: Alcohol a factor
in midshipman’s death
BERLIN — The

M Worcester County
Sheriff’s Office said alcohol was
a factor in the skateboarding ac-
cident that claimed the life of a
Naval Academy midshipman.

Lt. Ed Schreier said Hans
Loewen, 20, of Hampstead, N.C.,
was holding on to a Jeep while
riding a skateboard on March 22
during a camping trip with other
midshipmen at Assateague Is-
land National Seashore. Schreier
said the Jeep was traveling about
15 mph when the skateboard and
tire touched, throwing Loewen
from the board and the tire ran
over his head. He died Saturday
while in a coma.

Schreier said alcohol is a fac-
tor in the incident but investiga-
tors are gathering more details.
He said the driver of the Jeep
had been drinking alcohol, but

to retrieve the snake, which he described as

any decision on charges is up to
prosecutors.

Search ends for
man swept to sea

GUADALUPE — Res-

cuers have ended their
search for a 43-year-old man
swept to sea during a baptism cer-
emony on a Southern California
beach.

The U.S. Coast Guard said the
search was called off about mid-
night Sunday and there are no
plans to resume it.

A wave pulled three people into
the ocean about 10 a.m. off Ran-
cho Guadalupe Dunes Preserve
and only two managed to return to
shore on their own.

Pastor Maurigro Cervantes,
of Jesus Christ Light of the Sky
Church, said his cousin, Benito
Flores, was helping perform a
baptism when he was swept away.
From wire reports
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WWE star ready for his main-event moment

By JouN TAYLOR
The Washington Post

or wrestling royalty,
Roman Reigns traveled a
crooked path to the bright
lights of World Wrestling
Entertainment. His father, Sika,
and uncle, Afa, worked as the Wild
Samoans, who won the WWE
(known at the time as WWF) tag-
team championship three times in
the early 1980s and were inducted
into the WWE Hall of Fame in
2007. Other wrestling relatives in-
clude cousins Yokozuna, a former
WWF champion, and the current
tag-team champions, the Usos.

But rather than leap into the
ring, Reigns (born Leati Joseph
Anoa’) first tried butting heads
in football. He played defensive
tackle at Georgia Tech, earn-
ing first-team all-ACC honors in
2006, before spending time in
NFL training camps.

In 2010, Reigns signed a devel-
opmental deal with WWE. His
surprise debut came two years
later at Survivor Series, when he
and teammates Dean Ambrose
and Seth Rollins interfered in a
title match.

That trio, known as The Shield,
is still wreaking havoc. Calling
themselves the “hounds of jus-
tice,” they have won over fans
with a unique ring entrance and
an intense style that combines
high-flying artistry with the
power moves of the 6-foot-3, 265-
pound Reigns, who has slimmed
down — and muscled up — from
his football days.

WrestleMania 30 is April 6 in
New Orleans, and The Shield will
face Kane and the New Age Out-
laws in a six-man tag match.

Reigns, 28, spoke with The
‘Washington Post about the evolu-
tion of his career and character.
This is an edited version of that
conversation.

You came from a large and
prominent wrestling family, but
didn’t dive right into the sport.
Why did you wait?

My mom and dad wanted me
to just do something different,
try new things. Especially down
where I grew up in the South
[Florida], football is such a big
thing. And last time we checked,
pro wrestling didn’t get you a
scholarship to college.

‘I've always
pictured
myself
being in the
main event.
It's always
been my
expectation
to be the

top guy, the
face of the

company. 7
Roman Reigns
WWE superstar

Eric Jonnson/The Washington Post

Roman Reigns, a former college football star, has experienced a
successful run early in his WWE career. Reigns will be part of a tag
match at WrestleMania on Sunday. The show is April 8 on AFN-Xtra.

Once I got a bit older and we
could see there could be a future
in football, it was everyone’s
blessing to chase that dream.
And it did me a lot of good: It put
me through college, it gave me
an education, it got me a little
taste of pro ball and a lot of good
memories. I don’t regret any of it.

When you turned to wrestling,
you didn’t go with a Samoan
name, character or outfit, as
so many from your family have.

Was that your decision?

It was a process. Of course, im-
mediately the thought was: “He’s
Samoan, so let’s run with that.”
But then I think they saw my per-
sonality, being more of a cultured
guy, going to college, playing ball,
things like that, just the kind of
guy I am, you know, just be me
— don’t try and focus on a nation-
ality or an ethnicity or anything
like that. Just be myself.

The Shield has wrestled some

of the best matches in WWE of
late. On “Raw” in Chicago, the
crowd was chanting your name
as well as “This is awesome,”
and | noticed you broke out in
a huge smile during the heat of
the match. Do you notice crowd
reaction, and does it affect how
you perform?

I try to live in the moment.
When you’re in a singles match,
you're in there, and the guy’s on
top of you, and you're in a hold
and youre being smothered:
You're in the fight at all times.
But when we’re doing these team
fights, you have a little time to
take in the moment and just ab-
sorb the energy of the crowd.

You're experiencing team
success, but you've had indi-
vidual moments that stand out.
You keep getting mentioned as
a main eventer and future cham-
pion. Where do you see this
going?

I've always pictured myself
being in the main event. It’s al-
ways been my expectation to be
the top guy, the face of the com-
pany, the one with all of that re-
sponsibility. But that should be
everybody’s goal. I didn’t get into
this to just be in the middle of the
pack. If you want to do that, go
work in a different line of work.
This isn’t the place to camouflage
yourself. I'm trying to be the most
exotic animal on this safari.

In a way, WrestleMania 30 —
WWE'’s equivalent of the Super
Bowl — marks the end of your
season. How does that affect
your approach? And when that
show is in the books, what's
next?

It’s Mania first. We want to get
there the right way, and we want
to just tear the house down. We
wanna burn it down, put cracks in
the wall, just demolish that place
and have an awesome match.

As far as the next day? There’s
going to be some gaps. There are
going to be a bunch of big names
that are gonna compete [at Wres-
tleMania] and then not be there
on Monday. That’s when guys like
myself, the rest of The Shield, Ce-
saro, The Usos ... there’s a bunch
of guys who want this and are
willing to work every single day.
If 'm a fan of the WWE, I would
feel safe to know that your enter-
tainment is in the right hands.

Sheen shows
charitable side
at dedication
of USO center

HELENA ANDREWS
AND EmiLy HEIL
The Washington Post

This is Charlie Sheen like we’ve
never seen him before.

First, the actor has a sunnier
opinion these days of George W.
Bush, whose administration he
once accused of lying about the
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.
After meeting the former presi-
dent Monday at the dedication
of a new USO center outside the
District of Columbia, he called
Bush an “absolute gentleman.”

“He did the best he could with
what he was confronted with, and
it is beyond anything I can com-
prehend,” Sheen told Washington
Post staffer JulieAnn McKellogg.

Sheen is showing off his philan-
thropic side, donating $1 million
to the building of the new 16,000~
square-foot Warrior and Family
Center in Bethesda, Md.

There were none of his typical
antics when he met with injured
soldiers to inspect an arts and
music rehabilitation room dedi-
cated to him.

Is Sheen being humble?

“I don’t even know enough
fancy words to describe it,” he
said. “I just have to have this ex-
perience marinate through my
soul.”

Sheen also says we should ex-
pect an “epic and life changing”
announcement from him in the
next month. He would only say
that it has to do with music.

Is he or isn’t he? Strahan rumored to be joining ‘Good Morning America’ part time

The Associated Press

Talk-show host and former football star
Michael Strahan is coyly talking about, but
not confirming, reports that he’s expected
to soon join the cast of ABC’s “Good Morn-
ing America” on a part-time basis.

Strahan was asked by co-host
Kelly Ripa on “Live With Kelly
and Michael” Wednesday if he
was doing it, and Strahan re-
plied: “I don’t know. If I read the
papers I am.”

A person with knowledge of the
negotiations who requested ano-
nymity because the deal
hasn’t been completed
said Tuesday that Stra-

Michael Strahan

han will work semi-regularly during the
show’s first hour. He will continue as host of
“Live With Kelly and Michael.”

He said he couldn’t do “GMA” every day
because he’s already too busy. He works
for Fox Sports during the football season.
He assured “Live” viewers that the talk
show is his top priority. “I would never
do anything to jeopardize the quality of
what we do here and the enjoyment of

‘what we do here,” he said.

25 albums to be preserved

U2’s classic album “The
Joshua Tree,” Linda Ron-
stadt’s “Heart Like a
Wheel” and an early, in-
fluential Christian rock
album will play on for-

ever, or at least as long as the Library of
Congress is around.

These albums from the 1970s and 1980s
are among 25 recordings selected for
long-term preservation in the library’s
National Recording Registry, chosen for
their cultural, historical or aesthetic im-
portance. Among those seminal sounds
of the 20th century announced Wednes-
day are Creedence Clearwater Revival's
“Fortunate Son” and the Everly Brothers’
“Cathy’s Clown.” Larry Norman’s Chris-
tian 1972 album “Only Visiting this Plan-
et” is the first Christian rock album chosen
for the registry.

Librarian of Congress James Billing-
ton said the recordings represent part of
America’s culture and history. “As tech-
nology continually changes and formats
become obsolete, we must ensure that our
nation’s aural legacy is protected,” he said.

Other news

® Kanye West announced Tuesday he
has postponed seven concerts in Austra-
lia scheduled for May until September
because of “unexpected timing require-
ments” to finish his new album.

m Stephen Colbert is done with the “Col-
bert Report” Twitter account. He and one
of Twitter’s founders, Biz Stone, symboli-
cally blew it up on Monday’s show. The ac-
count has been removed from Twitter.

® It’s good news for novelist Veronica
Roth: “Divergent” is a hit at the box office
and bookstores. A spokeswoman for Harp-
erCollins Children’s Books said Tuesday
that the young adult series set in a dysto-
pian future has been selling 500,000 cop-
ies a week over the past three weeks. The
movie “Divergent” was released March 21
and has made nearly $100 million.
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GM CEO dodges questions at hearing

By PauL WIsEMAN
AND DEE-ANN DURBIN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON General
Motors CEO Mary Barra didn’t
squirm on the hot seat Tuesday.
On the job less than three months,
she calmly answered or deflected
tough questions from a congres-
sional committee about faulty
parts responsible for at least 13
deaths and the recall of 2.6 mil-
lion cars.

Barra frustrated lawmakers
by fending off questions, say-
ing she was awaiting the results
of an internal GM investigation.
She didn’t know why GM waited
more than a decade to recall cars
it knew had defective ignition
switches. She didn’t know who
was responsible for the decisions
that delayed the recall.

But experts on corporate dam-
age control said she didn’t have
much choice and gave her high
marks for her performance on
the hot seat.

“Barra’s rope-a-dope is the
best of GIV_I’S bad options today,”

of new and used cars.
Ken and Jayne Rimer, whose

said W n crisis

ment consultant Eric Denzenhall
“There isn’t a corporate lawyer in
the country that’s going to allow
her to engage in freelance specu-
lation about things she doesn’t
know yet. No, that’s not satisfying
to the public and media, but the
alternative is much worse.”

Investors shrugged. General
Motors Co. stock, down more than
7 percent since March 11, barely
budged Tuesday, slipping 8 cents
to $34.34.

Barra apologized for GM’s
slowness in warning customers
about the problems and promised
to change the automaker’s culture
to put a new emphasis on safety.

“Barra held her ground, claim-
ing that today’s General Motors is
a different company from the one
whose corporate culture allowed
this issue to fester for a decade,”
said Jack Nerad, executive edito-
rial director of Kelley Blue Book,
which lists the prices and values

died in a 2006 accident
after a faulty switch prevented
airbags from deploying, found
Barra’s testimony incomplete.
For Barra “not to have any an-
swers” after about three months
as CEO was unsatisfactory, Ken
Rimer said. “It surprised me how
unprofessional that was.”

Congressional appearances
can be a minefield for CEOs. In
2008, automaker CEOS drew
public scorn for flying corporate
jets to Washington to ask for a
government bailout. Wall Street
CEOs were battered in hearings
after the financial crisis.

Some lawmakers appeared
somewhat more sympathetic to
Barra, who was thrust into a cri-
sis after becoming the first female
CEO of a major automaker in Jan-
uary. In 33 years at GM, Barra
worked in engineering, commu-
nications and human resources.
She’s a second-generation GM
employee: Her father was a GM

HER OUTLOOK

die maker for four decades.

Not everything went smoothly
for the new CEO Tuesday, who
flew commercial to the hearing.
Barra struggled to explain how
GM could continue to use parts
that didn’t meet its own specifi-
cations. When she tried to draw
a distinction between parts that
didn’t meet specs and those that
were defective and dangerous,
Republican Rep. Joe Barton
said, “What you just answered is
gobbledygook.”

April 1, 2014
Dow Jones +74.95
industrials 16,532.61

Nasdagq +69.05
composite 4 26803

Standard & +13.18

Poor’s 500 1,885.52
Russell +15.66
2000 1,188.70

Military rates
Euro costs (April 3).
Dollar buys (April 3

British pound (April $1.71
Japanese yen (April 3 01,00
South Korean won (April 3). 031.00

Commercial rates.

0...
Hong Kong (Doliar)
Hungary (Forint)
Israel (Shekel)
Japan (Yen).
Kuwait (Dinar)

available to customers at military banking
facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Klngdcm For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dolfars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)
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an Tiger go the distance?

New surgery raises doubts whether Woods’ body can endure, thrive

By Jim LITKE
The Associated Press

Maybe we were just focused on
the wrong body part.

Ever since Tiger Woods’ SUV
veered off course at the end of
his driveway in Florida nearly
six years ago, the questions have
been about his head. And all the
while, it’s the rest of his body —
the left side mostly — that’s been
breaking down before our eyes.
Maybe, like Icarus, it turns out
‘Woods just wasn’t built to go the
distance.

He broke into big-time golf at
20, thin as a 2-iron and swinging
with all the abandon of a kid. He
putted without nerves, hit the ball
farther and passed so many ca-
reer signposts so breathtakingly
fast, and with such ease, that his
future seemed to be on cruise-
control already.

But Woods is 38 now, and de-
spite sparking the fitness craze
that revolutionized professional
golf, he’s falling apart like a used
car.

Woods announced Tuesday he
would skip the Masters for the
first time in his career to begin
yet another rehab from the latest
of at least a half-dozen surgeries.
For all the comparisons to Jack
Nicklaus, in light of this latest
breakdown, it might be more apt
to look at Mickey Mantle.

A chain-reaction series of inju-
ries hobbled the Yankee slugger
through the final few seasons of a
career that should have been even
better — not to mention longer.
Mantle’s bad luck, as one writer
memorably put it, was to be “a
million-dollar talent propped up
on dime-store knees.”

At this point it’s worth noting
that Mantle had a drinking prob-
lem. And that he contributed to
his own demise as a ballplayer by
staying out late too many nights,
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something to which Woods has
already pleaded guilty. But the
way the injuries dogged Mantle
at the end, sapping both his power
and speed, may turn out to be the
more instructive parallel.

‘Woods’ latest surgery, called a
microdiscectomy, was to relieve
the pain from a pinched nerve in
his back. Problems with his back
first surfaced last summer, then
resumed this spring, culminating
in Woods’ withdrawal from the
Honda Classic and a final-round
78 a week later at Doral, where he
looked visibly weakened.

Abadbackis worrisome enough.
Thatitarrives at the end of a string
of injuries to Woods’ left leg, knee
and elbow, as well as both Achilles
tendons — and almost all within
the last half-dozen years — makes
you wonder whether it’s part of a
larger pattern.

In a statement on his web-
site, Woods called the setback
“frustrating” but “something
my doctors advised me to do for
my immediate and long-term
health.”

The website also pointed out
that swinging a golf club could
have caused the pinched nerve,
and as anybody who’s ever swung
one for a couple of rounds can at-
test, it can damage plenty of other
body parts as well.

Woods has been doing that
since age 3, and until the surger-
ies began piling up, it seemed
as if he could go on doing it long
enough to win more major tour-
naments that anyone had. But
he’s been stuck at 14 since the
2008 U.S. Open, and suddenly it’s
relevant that he’s playing a game
that has knocked just about every
other great champion off his ped-
estal by the mid-to-late 30s.

Woods certainly knows the
litany: Bobby Jones retired at
28; Tom Watson and Byron Nel-
son never won another after 33;

Arnold Palmer, 34; and Walter
Hagen, 36. Gary Player won only
one after 38 and Nick Faldo his
last at 39. Ben Hogan was an out-
lier, winning into his early 40s.

Nicklaus, the one that always
mattered most to Woods, won all
but one of his by age 40, covering
an 18-year span. And the last one,
the 1986 Masters at age 46, was
what people mean by the phrase,
“catching lightning in a bottle.”

Woods may still be good for one
of those, as well as a few more
regular tour events, which he’s
continued to win with some regu-
larity. More important, perhaps,
he isn’t conceding anything. He
needs four more PGA Tour wins
to pass Sam Snead and five more
majors to go by Nicklaus.

“There are a couple (of) re-
cords by two outstanding indi-
viduals and players that I hope
one day to break,” Woods said
Tuesday on his website. “As I've
said many times, Sam and Jack
reached their milestones over an
entire career. I plan to have a lot
of years left in mine.”

Even if Woods is right, this
much is already different. A lot of
those kids he inspired to take up
the game blow their drives past
his, and they don’t spit up leads
the way Woods’ peers used to the
second his name popped up on the
leaderboard. The last time some of
them saw Woods make a putt that
mattered in a major was on TV.

So it matters less, at the mo-
ment anyway, where Woods’ head
is at than how quickly — maybe
even whether — the rest of his
body heals. Deep as that bunker
he was standing in looked before,
his shot looks a lot tougher now.
Jim Litke is a national sports colum-
nist for The Associated Press. Write to
him at jlitke@ap.org and follow him at
Twitter.com/JimLitke

Roserr Duvos, SUN SENTINEL/MCT

Tiger Woods announced Tuesday that he will skip the Masters to
recover from the latest of more than a half-dozen surgeries.

Woods’ woes

Alook at the injuries for Tiger Woods:
December 1994 — Surgery on left knee
to remove two benign tumors and scar
issue.
Dec. 13, 2002 — Surgery on left knee to
remove fluid inside and outside the AC|

knee. Misses the season opener in 2003.
August 2007 — Ruptures the ACL in his
left knee while runnin: olf course
after the British Open, But Is able to keep
playing. Wins five of fhe last six tourna-
men ’p ys, mc\udmg Cham-
monshu: or hIS 13th m:

el o Gays after the
ashers, e arthroscomc surgery on his
s knee to repair cartilage damag
Y 2008 — Advised weeks befors the
us. Open that he has stress frac-
Hires Y tng Jeft tibia. ana. Should ract
for six weeks, the first three weeks on
crutches.

lume 24, 2008 — Eight days after win.
ning the U! n, has surgery to repair
AL e of ket by usm? atendon
from his right thigh. Additional cartilage

age is repaired. Misses the rest
e o e tloes nal resurn ume tha
Match Play Championship at the end of
February 2009,

December 2008 - Injured his Achilles
tendon In his right leg s he was running
while preparing to retur to

Nov. 27, 2009 — Hospitalized over-
night with a sore neck and a cut lip that
> stitches when the SUV he

n over a fire hydrant and

e.
2010 — Withdrew from the final

ing a bulging disk. He later said it was
a neck issue that caused tingling in his
right side, and that i irst became 3 pro
lem as he began practicing harder for his
Teturm fo the Masters a montn earlier.
April 10, 2011 — Injures his left Achilles
tendon hitting from an awkward stance
on the 17th at Augusta. Withdraws from
the Wells Fargo Championship.
May 12, 2011 — Withdraws from The

0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012

Players Championship after a 42 on the
front nine. Diagnosed with an MCL sprain
in his left knee and in his left Achilles
tendon. He misses the next two months,
including two majors, returning at the
Bridgestone Invitational.
arch 11,2012 — Feels tightness in his
left Achilles tendon and withdraws after
L1 holes of the final round in the Cadillac
Championship at Doral.
ug. 3 DMhoves stifly during
the S3com round of T Sarclays and
later says he felt pain in his lower back,
which he attributed to a soft mattress in
his hotel room.
June 13, 2013 — Is seen shaking his
leftarm during the opening round of the
3 . He later says it's a left elbow
strain that he injured while winning The
Players Championship a month carlier
o tournaments and returns

British
Aug. 11, 2003 - said he felt tightness
in his back during the final round of t
PGA Championship.

Aug. 21, 2013 — Two weeks after the
PGA cnampwnsmp, he only chips and
putts on the back nine of the pro-am at
The Barclays, complaining of a stiff neck
and back that he attributed to  soft bed
in the hotel. By Sunday at The Barclays,
he dropped to his knees atter one shot
because of back spas

March 2, 2014 = Withdraws after 13
holes of the final round at The Honda
Classic because of lower back pain an
spams, describing it as similar to what
he felt at The Barclays.

March 9, 2014 — Plays the final 12
holes with pain r back. He
Shoots 78, the highest score of his career
ina final round.

March 19, 2014 — Withdraws from the
Arnold Palmer Inv\tatlonal because of
. He was

p n.
4 — Has surgery in Utah
for a pinched nerve.

— The Associated Press
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PCS Sale 780

Audi, G5, 2011 $35500.00 2011

£97850 3 Hcnassd” at“Ee-

SEL, 2011

HYUNDAI NEW EF_SONATA, 158
2003 $2700.00 2003 Hyundal

s Chierakee Laredo, 2012

PCS, Sale . Al must go before
20 March 20141 3250,60 Korean

cen Size bed, 2 night stands,
§ malohing wardobes, 1 smallf

ar
Nissan, Cube, 2002 $1500.00 | Audi'Q8"32l Quallro Premium roy~ exierior,  black leather :
Located at YoKosuka navy Base | Plus with S line pkg. 270 bhy intofior. Wilh.moan roof. _roar Sonata, 79,000 miles, well main- | $263 kem o ‘e‘sscfg'g,‘,"z"yem wardrobe 1 chen cabinet,
Wake: Nissan cube, whitg Year: | hill* descent " control, - traction spoiler, premium 18" ' alum & in | G Adng uncer "l ook | 10 5" tool, and two a “S
2002 WILEAGE: 114K ' km | control,  AWD, elec. ~stabilt wheels, raberso sonsing sysiom, 000 conditon, © Spoed manua | Gt “YoR! nock | & A vkyl ing for $250,
SELLIN FEOR 5"25/?‘%/2555‘ Control, %\md shotalert PaTkng | o pe100, DAEWOO MAGNUS | FUSCISnGWDETS. AC Keyloss | Ford,  Mustang  GT, 2013 | fapsmisgon. jgadgas migage, | valie, Verie, bee Sxiened | B 75'5'6‘5305-1“5\@5522 cgu
insurance  Expire camera & sendors. s and hot 3 enry, remo wer win- ing and hale to
Japane pF ctiof luxury' pkg, Teather | V6, 2003 $2600.00 2003 DA- | oy y/| Ra/cgats. Grise coniral, | Shance. Shippid Samage. per 709334 0366, +85.2270.7145. | Getals. 1005884747 san.patchen@us.army.mil
17012015 Base mepaction Bue: (vea\ e “American | W/ US V6 automatic. | power  steering,  filing wheel, ¥ i o) [¢7]
|/|0/2015 Lasl Oll Chan% e and glea(herB Ban% & ~Olufsen | PCSing to CONUS in early May cmss lraﬂlc alért (Blis), back mileage(T, 600 ml\es)Recaro
13/13 olby surround, | S0 need 1o sell” soon. - Minor Soed, soas, WL | RGeSy
reader | dual heated power seats, Navi, | dings and scraiches but other- Qamory s Prei U | %55 vse wevm
inStalld § Drives afagl USES o | bikgioot ookiip, 4095 | Wiss " very dependable, car o | yste i7" /Epeakers) inclados | premium ack, 09, Ghergkee Larado 2012 | Joep, Cherokee Larodo, 2012
ommute  between Yokohama, | mp3 hard drive, 3-zone AG/heat, | drive oul | CO/MP3/AMFM/Sirius sate\h(e orsen dvnerermal Evembu szs 00.00 Great cundmun ga- szs 00.00 Great cundmun ga-
SATETLIe, BeEE ke, | e hard crve. & one AGRSEY | Metropoltan Area, Aw Gonation | SO AMPMRT roaks, Beauiiul andFasl! | ra ekspia nd fess than 2'yedrs | ra ekepla nd loss than 2 years Tisit S,
power windows, AC and heater, | miles, all Audi service records | works nicely in mor and | 630226486458 Email: emai | “for info, pics, questions | old. und 55 "Bl ol er Do 'book isit Stripes.com
MOKING o_Pet free n.kuykendall@gmail.com | heater runs. re ‘ i fhe. winter ilage98@gmail.com|Jckuyk @ exter u value. has  extended for detail

oso 91979816 Chisyach@nct | 104508 910 5:86:4002 | Call_ 7236363 (day) "and |6 178 2 6 486 49|01 055 B2a06 8% | Vanai n% Contact . for more warram% Conact . tor more || ____forderails.

jekuyk@hotmail cor Gi054468640  (night) "lo_ {est detalls. 01026884747 details. 01026884747 =STARS AND STRPES
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net
College baseball

Tuesday’s scores
EAST

hi 3, Pace 1
ey 31 Stonenill 2

, UMass-Lowell 3
CRestaut Hi 3 2 Caldwell 3-0
Drew 10, Rutgers-Newark 7
Hofstra 8, Manhattan 2
N City 9, Baruch 2
st.An selm 9, St.

' Hampshire 5, Franklln Pierce 4
Siippery oGk 13, Clar
Wiedoneg 1.4 Thici s
Wesley 7, Susquehanna 6, 11 innings
SOUTH

Adel,
Bentle

Belhaven 10, Millsaps 7
Bluefield 1. & Henry 5
Boston Col Ilege Z
Bridgewater, Va. 12, Shenandoah 6
Charlotte 6, usc Upstate
Christian Brothers 13 Victory 10
Clemson 13, Furmal
Cumberland emns 17, Bethel 5, 8 in-
ning:

,rsklne 9, Anderson (SC) 6
Iorlda St S‘ Florida Gulf C
uthern 13, JaCkSOn\II”e 5
Hanover 11 Transylvania
High Point 5, Wake Forest 1
entucky 8, Louisville
ee 17, Ten emplez 7innings
anolr-Ayne 6, King (fenn.) 4
iberty 4, Duke
Limestone 4. Carson Newman 2
‘ynchburg mpden-Sydney 0
aryland
0 Continent 7, Freed-Hardeman 4
ount Olive 11, Francis Marion 6
ewberry 10, GRU Augusta 2
jorth Carolina 9, UNC-Wilmington 4
C State 9, Campbell 2, 12 innings
- Augustine’s &6, Virginia St. 7-10
t. Catharine 2-16, Asbui
. Indiana 8-4, Sallarming 23
pring Hill 9, Mobile 7
/anderbilt & UT-Martin 0
, Old Dominior
Virginia Wesleyan 9, Randolph Macon

W, Kentuc

5 Austm Pealx
tsburgh 4
Wlnston Salem 14. Catawba 10

Notre Dame 11 \/alparalsu 1
Ohio St. 11,
St. Xavier 8- 15, st Francws any7-5

Baylor 5, IncaTnate Word 2
Prairie View A&M 9, Houston Baptist 8
TCU13, Texas-Ariington &

Texas A&M-Kingsville 10, St. Mary's
(Texas) 4

Texas Lutheran 2, Concordia (Texas) 1

Texas St

Toas Tech 6, New Mexic

Trinity (Texas) 13, Hardm Simmons &

Pepperdine 4, UC Wvine 3

Pro soccer

mLs

EASTERN

Pts GF GA
Columbus
Sporting KC

o~

Montreal
WESTERN

6
3
3
2
6
4
3
2
F

=2
LRTRINFSEEN = f - TR SES
I}

3
ANBWROD ONNNORBNEN

FC Dallas
Real Salt Lake
Vancouver
eattle
Chivas USA

9
8
7
5
6
5
3
1
4
v,

Sona
3

Note: Jhree points for victory, o
point for tie.
turday, March 29
Philadelphia 1 Montreal 1, tie
C. United 2, Chicago 2 tie
cnyz ‘Colorado 2

and
Real Salt Lake 3, Toronto FC 0
Columbus 2, Seattle FC 1
New England 2, San Jose 1
Sunday, March 30
New York 1, Chivas USA 1, tie
urday’s games
Seattle FC at Portland
New York at Montreal
Philadelphia at Chicago
Toronto FC at Columbus
Colorado at Vancouver

uston
Real salt Lsake at Sportmg Kansas City
Los Angeles at v

College basketball

L

NCAA Men’s tournament

FOUR
At Aring ton. Jexas
Natmna

3
ucConn (30 8) vs Flor\da (35
Kentugky (28-10) v
ICham nsh
lay, April 7
Semifinal Wlnners

Men’s NIT
At New York
Semifinals,

aneso(ﬂ 6h7, Flol

am
ursday, April 3
SMu (2779) vs. Minnesota (24-13)

CBI

2)

ip

ida State 64, OT
onshij

‘Championship Series

(Best-of-three)

onsin (30-7)

Slena 1. Fresno State 57, siena leads
series 1.

Wednesda)

Fresno State (201 1% at Slena 19-17)

Fresno State at 5|ena‘ |f necessary

ciT

Semifinals
Tuesday, April 1
Yale 75, VMI 6;

Nidray State 38, pacific 75
Ehamplonship

Thursday, April
Yale (23-12) vs. Murray State (22-11)

NCAA Women’s tournament

LINCOLN REGIONAL
eg nal Semifinals
t Lincoln, Neb.
Saturday, March 29
UcConn 70, BYU 51
Texas A&M 84, DePaul 65

rch
ionshi

ip

A&
ANFORD REGIONAL

Regional Semifinals
At stanford, Calif.
Sunday, Mare ||30

rd 82, Penn Stat

Stanfor
North \Car olina 65, South Larolina 58
Ionaldtthampl ship
sday

Tue:
stanford 74 Nord Carolln'z.n

At Notre Dame, Ind.
Saturday, March29
Baylor 90, Kentucky 7

nal Cl
onoy, Marc
Notre Dame 88, Ba‘ 9
LOUISVILLE REGIONAT
nal Semifinals
At Louisville
lay, March 30
ryland 73 Tennessee 62
Lou\svl\le 73, LSU 4
Regiorial Champianshil
Maryland 76, LQUISV\ E73
FINAL FOUR
At Nashville,
National Sem

Notre Darne 89, ok ahoma lsltate 72
o}
5

Sunday, Ap!
uConn (38- 0) ¥, S)tanford (33)
ar,

Notre Dame (:

ationa) Champions

" Juesday, April 8
semifinal winners

World rankings

Through March 30
u

65

L

ip

i

Tiger Woods SA
2. Adam Scott AUS
3. Henrik Stenson SWE
4.Jason Day AUS
5. Phil Mickelson USA
6. Justin Rose ENG
7. Rory Mcllroy NIR
8. Sergio Garcia ESP
9. Zach Johnson USA
0. Dustin Johnson USA
1. Matt Kuchar USA
2. Bubba Watson USA
3. Jordan Spieth USA
4. Graeme McDowell NIR
5. Steve Stricker USA
6. Jason USA
7. Charl Schwartzel SAF
8. Keegan Bradley USA

. lan Poulter ENG
. Brandt Snedeker USA
 Victor Dubuisson FRA
. Patrick Reed USA
. Jim Furyk USA
 Webb Sim USA
: Hideki Matsuyama PN

Jimmy Wal USA
" Luke Donal ENG
. Jamie Donaldson WAL
. Thomas Bjorn DEN
. Graham Delaet CAN
. Bill Haas USA

Hunter Mahan USA

Ryan Moore USA

Ernie Els SAF

Louis Oosthuizen SAF

Harris English USA

Stephen Gallacher sco

Lee Westw ENG

Miguel An: el Jimenez ESP

Rickie Fowler USA

Gonzalo FernandezCastano  ESP

Matt USA

Joost Lutten NED

. Nick Watney USA

FUNESOENOHEWN

55 g

d (28-6)

B3

Women’s NIT

Rutgers (zs Y at 2o Flonda (23-12)
South Dakota State (26-9) at UTEP (28~

Championship
April 5

n
Semifinal winners

AP Women'’s All-America Team
s through March 27

First Team

Chiney Ogwumike, Stanford, &4, se-
nior, Cypress, Texas, 2.1'rpg,
SLLfg pt 7o bt (36 first-téam votes,
180 total points;
yssey 'Sims, Baylor, 5-8, sepior, Ir-
ying, Texas, 265 opg, 46 apg, 2.0 Spo,
80t pet, (36, 180)

Breanna Stewart, Connecticut, 65,
sophomore, Syracuse, Nov. 16.7 PP, 3
g 3.1 apa. 2.8 bpg, (36, 180

Kayla Dame. 511, se-
nior, Erie. Pa,, 17.4 ppg, 5.3 rpg, 3.9 apg,
Assfg pct o, 1
Alyesa Thomas Maryland, 6:2. senlor,
§g, 109 tpg, 4.3

=

Harrlsburfg 18.6 pi
apg, 51.1 gpct <25 ¥

Bria Hau tley, Connecucut 5-8, senior,
North Babylon, N.Y., 16.5 ppd, 4.4 apg, 3.6
rpg, 487 fq pet, (4, 100y
well Loyd, Notre Dame, 5-10, sopho-
more Lincolnwood, Il 18.4 ppg, 6.3 rpg,
5289 pet, 823 1t pet, 0o '
Shoni mmel Loulsv\lle‘ senior,
Mission, Ore 17. , 4.5 pg, 3.8 apg,
814 ftpet (s, 83)
tefanie Dolson, Connecticut, 65, se-
nior, Port Jervis, N.Y., 12.4 ppg, 9.0 rpg, 3.4
apg, 568 fg nct, (2, 88)
Jordan Hooper, 'Nebraska, 6-2, senior,
Alliance, Neb., 20.4 ppg, 9.1 rpg, 803 ft
pet, (0, 74)

Tiffany Mitcnell Seath Carolina, 5.9,
Charlotte, N.C., 15.6 ppg, 5.6 rpg, 3.5 apg,
50.2 fg pet, (2, 50
Maggie' Lucas, Penn State, 5-10, se-
pior, Narberth, Pa., 215 ppg, 42 1pg, 949
ftpet, (0,47
Tricia Liston, Duke, 6-1, senior, River
Forest, IIl. 17.2 ppg, 5.2 rpg, 48.1 3pt pct,
85:2 ftbet, (0, 23)
ge IA?‘h%nvga. Notre Dame, 6.3,
sentor. Gue ntario, 14.5 ppg, 7.5 rpg,
602 fapet @2

izabeth 5 6-3, junior,
Virgina Bench Var 5.8 peg, 78 rber 51
bpg, 52.6 fg pet (0, 17

orable Mem

on

Jillian Alleyne, Oregon; Rachel Ban-
am, Minnesota; Tiffany Bias, Oklahoma
tate; Brittany Boyd, cahforma, Asya
Bussie, West Virginia; Hallie Christof:
ereon, 1ows, SATG: Jerich Coley. Fiorian
nlernat\onal Dlamond DeShields, North

arolina; Aaryn Ellenbergv Oklahoma;
|ﬂrke\5hﬂ Gathng‘ ate; Chelsea
Duke; Dearica Ha ke Forest;

Sennifer Hamson, BYU: 1sabelle Harrison,

uster, Rice; Samantha Logic, lowa; Va-
lencia McFal rland MISS\SIDDIV Tyaunna
viarshall, Georgia Tech: Damika Mar-
mez, lona; Kal eena Mosq‘ueda Lewis,

Monterrey Open

At snerra Madre Le"ms Club
purse: ssoo 000 (Intl. )
Surface: Mard Dul

Luksika Kumiime Thalland, def. Dali-
1a Jakupovic, Slovenia, 7:5.

Magdalena Rybarikova. (6), Sloyalda,
def- Olga Govortsova, Belarus, 63,

%onica Puig (8), Puerto Rico, def. Olga
Puchkova, Rus
Sulia Boserup, United states, def. Kirst-
en Flipens (), Belgium, 6-4, 1:6, 6-2
Aleksandra’ Wozniak, Canada, def.
Marcela Zacarias, Mexico, 3-6, 6-0, 6-1.
Caroline Wozniacki (3), Denmark, def.
Goco Vandeweghe, United States, 63, 7

Ana Ivanovic (2), Serb\a. def Urszula
Radwanska, Poland, 4I-6 63,
D

First Round
mandine Hesse, France, and Hsu
Chiohays, United States. Gt Eitioa Koa-
tova, Bulgaria, and Adriana Perez, Ven-
ezuela,

Baria iurak, Croatia, and Megan
Moulton-Levy (3). United States, def.
Heidi El Tabakh, Canada, and Allie Kiick,
United State:

sia will united

ul
States, def. Li aDekmEllere and
Nikola Frankova, Czech Republlc o,

7-5.

Gabriela Dabrowski, Canada, and
Oksana Kalashnikova (2), Georgia, def.
Alejandra Cisneros and Camila Fuentes,

> 10-

and Olga Gov-
ortotua (5, Betare ueY Kristina Miad-
enovic, France, and Tatiana Panova, Rus-
sia, 6-3, 4-6, 13-11.

Family Circle Cup
Tuesday
Circle Tennis Center
Charleston, S.C.
Purse: $710,000 (Premler)
Surface: Green Clay-Outdoor
es

At The Fai

irs ! ound
Daniela Hantuchova (12), Slovakia,
def Shelby Rogers. United States, 7-5,

hang Shuai (16), China, def. Hsieh Su-
wei, Talwan 3-6, 7-6 (5), 7-

a King, Umted Sla(es‘ “def. Julia
G\ushkc Israe\ 4-6, 7-5, 6-

snina, Ru55| def. Anna
Schmledlova Slovakia, 6 1
Venus Williams (11), tates,

def, BAFbora TAMAvOuE ‘Strycovk, Caceh
Republic, 6-3, 0-6, 7-5.
Andrea_petkovic (14), Germany, def.
Lesia Tsurenko, Ukraine, 6-7 (2), 6
Lourdes Dominguez Lino, Spam. Saet.
Anabel Medina Garrigues, Spain, 63, 6-

Marina Erakovic, New Zealand, def.
Nadla Petrova, Russia, 4-6, 6

Peng Shuai, China, def. Caroline Gar-
cia, France, 6-: 2 &3

sam Stosur(7) Australla. def. varos\a-
va Shvedov:

Connecticut; Jennifer O'N
Haiden Palmer, Gonzaga;
U0 Toambeces, Jemirer SeIBtt Oran

tate; Meighan Simmons, Tennessee;
ichel Theriot, Nebrasia; Kayla Thor:
ourtney Walker, Texas Al

Alelghsa Welch South Carolina.

NCAA Division | tournament
NORTHEAST REGIONAL
At Worcester, Mass.

irst Round
Saturday, March 29
Boston col\eﬁe . Denver
UMass-Lowel Minmcsota state-
Mankato 1

Shamelonship
Boston Col\ege % UMass Lowell 3

Fi
Union (N.Y.) 5, Vermont 2
Providence 4, Quinnipiac 0

ampionship
_saturday, March 29
Union (N.Y.) 3, Providence 1
MIDWEST REGIONAL
At Cincinnati
Friday, March 28
Ferris State 1 Colgate 0
North Dakota's, Wisconsin 2
ionshy
North DaFota g Fert it S8 1, 20T
WEST REGIONAL
At St. Paul, Minn,

i
saturday, March

Minnesota 7, obort Morris 3

St. Cloud st?‘te 4, Notrﬁ Dame 3, OT

Minnescla 4, S(. Clcud S(ale 0
FROZEN FOUR
At Philadel?hia

Thursday, April 10
adeson College (6-7%)vs. Union (N.Y)
North Dakota (25-13-3) vs. Minnesota
(27-6:6)
Shampionshi
Saturday, April 12
Semifinal winners

Teliana Perelra. Brazil, def. Sorana
Clrstea (8), Romania, 3-6, 6-3,7-6 (0).
Eugenie’ Bouchard (6), Canada, def.
Alla Kudryavtseva, Russia, 6-2, 6-
lana Cepelova, Slovakia, d
wiiliams (1), United States, &
Lucie Safarova (9), Czech Renubllc.
def Virginie Razzano, France, 2-6, 6-4,

ef. Serena

Doubles

Jelena Jankovic, Serbia, and Andrea
Petkovic, Germany, def. Liezel Huber and
Llsa Raymond, United States, 7-5, 2-6, 10-

" sorana Cirstea, Romania, and Mat
Kirfonke. Russin. Gor Al Rosoloke:
Poland, and Chanelle Scheepers, South
Afnca 4-6, 6-3, 11-9.
and Anna-Lena Groene-
feld (4, Germany, def. Janctte Husarova,
slovakia, and Varvara Lepchenko, United
States, 6-2, 6-7 (3), 10-4.

AP sportligh

April 3

— The Montreal Canadiens win
the NHL Stahley Cup with & two-game
sweep of the Boston Bruins.

— _Ken Doraty's overtime goal
glves the Toronto Maple Leafs and 1-0
victory over the Boston Bruins in semi-
finals of the Stanley Cup playoffs. The
goal comes at one hour, 44 minutes and
46 seconds of the overtime beyond the
one-hour regulation gam
an Ratelle of the Boston
Bruins scores his 1,000th point with ai
assist in a 74 triumph over the Toronto
Maple Leafs.

— Louisiana Tech wins the NCAA
women's basketball championship with
a 56-54 come-from-behind victory over
Auburn.

988 — Amy Alcott shoots a 1-under 71
to wan the Diman Shore by twe Shots over
Colleen Walker

“Michigan beats Seton Hall
5075 In overbime e win the NCAA baa.
ketball championship. Rumeal Robinson
hits two free throws with 3 seconds left
for the Wolverines.

m Montgomery’s three 906\5

in the third period carry Maing
Comeh Atk Wi over Laks Superioy Stata
for the NCAA hockey title.

Tuesday’s transactions

BASEBALI.
merican Lea
NEW YORK VANKEES - Placed INF
Brendan Ryan on the 15-day DL, retroac-

tive to March 22 Selected the contract of
INF Yangervis Solarte from Scranton-Wil-
kes-Barre (IL). Deslgnaled INF Eduardo
Nunez for assign
OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Assigned
RHP Fernando Rodriguez to Sacramento
(PC) for a rehat assignment
IGERS — DESIgnaled C Chris
Glmenez for assignment. Selected the
contract of RHP Daniel McCutchen from
Round Rock (PCL). Ass'\gned LHP Michae\
Kirkman outright t
Nati onal I.ea ne
ATLANTA BRAVES — Assigned LHP
Mike Minor to Mississippi (SL) for a re-
hab assignment.

Nanonal Batkethall Association
— Fined Detroit G Brandon Jen-
mngs 55 000 violating the league’s anti-

g New Orlean:

£:C Anthony Davis in TRt tsring

Monday's

Women's Nanonal Basketball Association
LOS ANGELES SPARKS — Signed G Ar-

mintie Aeringion. Traded G Jemma 0'Hea

to Seattle for a 2015 second-round draft

Nationai Foatbal League
ARIZONA CARDINALS — Signed CBs
LeQuan Lewis and Eddie Whitley to two-
year contracts.
DENVER BRONCOS — Signed c8 Chris
Harrie Jr. to a one-year contract.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Agreed to
terms with LB Parys Haralson on a one-
year contract. y

W Signed OL

YORK GIANTS —
Charles Brown.

NEW YORK JETS — Signed WR/KR Ja-
coby Ford and CB Dimitri Patterson.
arOAKLAND RAIDERS — Released G Mike

risiel.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Signed CB
Brice Mccaln 0 a one-year contract.

T. LOUIS RAMS — Signed WR Kenny
Britt, DL Alex Carrington, QB Shaun it
LB Enenne Sabino and G dreg Reid.

BAY BUCCANEERS — Signed
FEs Josh Baker aﬂd JOFEVVOI'SKIE Lane.

nal Hockey Le:

CAROLINA HURRIGARES. — Recalled F
Chris Terry from Charlotte (AHL) on an
emergency basis.

DALLAS STARS — Assigned D Troy
vance ta Elmira (ECHL).

DETROIT RED WINGS — Reassigned
RW Za0h NaStasiuk from Owen Seund
(OHL) to Grand Rapids (Al

EDMONTON OILERS — Assigned G Lau-
rent Brossoit from Oklahoma City (AHL)
toBakersfield (ECHL).

)A PANTHERS — Recalled F Bob-
by TEotier and b Jonathan Ratine trom
San Antonio (AHL).

LOS ANGELES KINGS — Signed F Mi-
chael Mersch to a three-year, entry-level
contract and F Nic Dowd to ‘a one-year,
entry-level contract.

ESOTA WILD — Signed D Chris-
tiah Fon 0 4 tWo: year, entry-level con-

ract.
NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Recalled F Mike
Sislg from Albany (AHL).
A SENATORS — Signed F Gar-
rett Thompson 16 » ore_year aniry-lovel
Contract and G Chris Driedger 0 a three-
vear, entry-level contract.
SAN RKS — Reassigned D
Mirco Mueller Toorcester AHLY
TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Signed F
Adam Erne to an entry-level contract and
assigned him to Syracuse (A
WASHINGTON CAPITALS — Recalled F
Chris Brown from Hershey (AHL). Reas-
Signed D Brett Flemming from Reading

(ECHL) o Hershe

ETS — Reassigned G Eric
Comne from Tm City (WHL) and D Josh
Morrissey from_Prince Albert (WHL) to
St. John’s (AHL) and G JuSSI Olkinuora
from St. John's to Ontario (ECHU).

ajor eague Socc
SPORTING KANSAS CITY — Swgned M

vietor Munoz,
INTER SPORTS

US. SKI AND SNOWBOARD ASSOCIA-
10N — Named Trisha Worthington ex-
ecutive vice president and chief devel-

opment officer.
LLEGE
CARROLL (MONT.) —
Mello mene soccer coach,

'DHAM — Named Jon Wholley a:

SHEEANE HETEnSvE Eoortinator/inebaCk:
ers coach and Darin Edward defensive

line coax
Named Jeff

Named Doug

ch.
LOUISIANA-MONROE —
Doy women's basketball coach.
LSU — Announced F Johnny O'Bryant
ih willenter the N8A Draft.
NA TECH — Named Tyler Sum-
mm women s Dasketball coach;
wmmec owskl men'st basketbau coach,
NTAI ATE med Brian Fish
mong. basketball Toach
RICE — Named Scott Pera men's assis-
tant uaskerban coach.
U — Named Raegan Pebley wom-
en's asketbau coach.
TOLEDO — Extended the contract of
Tod Kowalczyk men's basketball coach
oo the 209031 o
- DISmISSEd OT Tonan White
from the football team.
IT MAR’ i

— Signed w

- d women's basket-
ball coach Kevin McMillan to a six-year
contract extension through the 2019-20
season.
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Hawks clinging to 8th spot

Despite injuries, struggles, Atlanta still has edge on Knicks in East

By PauL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Kyle Korver
checks out the NBA standings
every morning.

He knows how close the Atlanta
Hawks are cutting it just to make
the playoffs.

“I know who’s playing who, I
know who they’re playing next,”
the Hawks guard said. “We're
supposed to focus on ourselves,
but I looking at everything.”

After a miserable couple of
months, the Hawks are barely
clinging to the final playoff spot
in the Eastern Conference, one
game ahead of the New York
Knicks with nine games left in
the regular season.

“The eighth playoff spot is ours
right now,” Korver said. “We have
to keep on playing like it is.”

The remaining schedule cer-
tainly favors the Hawks (32-41).

They have played two fewer
games than the Knicks (32-43)
and still have contests against
lightweight teams such as Cleve-
land (30-45), Detroit (27-47),
Boston (23-51) and Milwaukee
(14-60). Also, Atlanta plays six
of its last nine at Philips Arena,
where the team is 21-14 this sea-
son despite drawing some of the
league’s smallest crowds.

New York, on the other hand,
plays nothing but above-.500
teams the rest of the way, with
four of its last seven games at
Madison Square Garden.

Still, given all the struggles the
Hawks have endured — losing 20
of their last 27 games — no one is
taking anything for granted.

“We all know what’s on the
line,” Korver said.

Atlanta is in the midst of a
major rebuilding job under gen-
eral manager Danny Ferry and
rookie coach Mike Budenholzer

Hawks forward Paul Millsap drives past 76ers forward Th

Eastern Conference Tuesday
tiami v L pet o8 Warriors 122, Mavs 120 (OT)
Jindiana 2 - GOLDEN STATE - Iquodala 7-9 0.1 16,
YToronto 2> %68 9%  Green 4-9 0-0 9, O'Neal 9-12 2-4 20, Curry
Chica 2 %8 o 10-170-023, S ompson 1134 1137, Spat.
*cBrooklvn 0 28 11°  ghts 47 0-08 Barnes 0-0 0-0 0, Blake 0-3
Washington 38 s o1 090 Crawford 7-10 0-0 19. Totals 52-91
)
Sharlotte ¥ aee Marion 4-8 0-0 8, Nowitzki
1330485 palembert 1.2 0-9 2, Calde:
Ton 38T 18 BiNS 1535427 Carter i3
New York, 2 A2 12212, Wright 56 4-4 14, Harrls 3-7 2-2 10,
Preyela 9 ‘3% 3%, Crowder 0-3 0-0 0, Blaif 3-4 0-0 6. Totals
Boston 3 31 28 479612716 120.
oot 3 A oldenstate 30 2 2 2 4-12
Philadelphia 6 216 350 " llas 41 19 27 12-120
Milwaukee 4 189 37 hree-point Goals —Golden State 15-

Western Conference Ias
L Pct

31 (Crawford 5-7, Tho

n 49, Curry 3-
355, Groon 11, Bla

artar 3
8 24, Elils 25, Caideron 14, rowdor 8.5,
Rebounds—Golden

Young on Monday. Millsap scored a game high 28 points in the win.

when the team’s best player, cen-
ter Al Horford, went down with
a season-ending injury the day
after Christmas.

Even without Horford, the
Hawks were still playing surpris-
ingly well at the beginning of Feb-
ruary, climbing four games over
.500 and in the mix for home-
court advantage in the opening
round of the playoffs.

That’s when the injuries re-
ally began to pile up. Horford’s
replacement, Pero Antic, missed
17 games with a stress fracture in
his right ankle. His replacement,
Gustavo Ayon, was also lost for the
season after undergoing shoulder
surgery. All-Star forward Paul
Millsap missed five games with a
right knee contusion. And Korv-
er, the team’s best outside threat,
sat out six straight games with a
bad back before returning Mon-
day night, desperate to help the
Hawks turn things around.

They did, even after falling be-
hind by 14 points early on against
the lowly Philadelphia 76ers, who
had just broken a record-tying 26-
game losing streak. The Hawks
rallied to win 103-95, snapping a
six-game skid of their own.

“If we had lost this game, it
would have been tough,” Korver

said. “We didn’t play great, but
we played harder, we played with
a purpose.”

Budenholzer has been coach-
ing with a purpose, too, benching
double-figure scorer Lou Wil-

-San Antoni 5 16 784 - Fouled Out—None.
OKlahoma city i 19 7 3 State 7 (Speights o Dallas 45 (Nowit
x-LA. Clippers 3 22 707 5% 2K 1D). Assis olden State 33 (Curry
Houston 3 2T S 3 Dahesr e calderon 0 Total
ortiand 9 77 45 10 Fouls—Golden State 16, Dallas 12. Tech-
Golden State e 2% &5 12  nicals—O'Neal. A—20,433 (19,200).
Jason GeTz/AP ; T
Phoenix 4 30 5% 1 Nets 105, Rockets 96
Dall 4 31 587 1k STON — Parsons 7-15 0-2 16, Mo-
Mamﬂgsula 6 493 21% tle]unas 0-20-0 0, Asik 5-8 2-6 12, Lln 6-14
New Orleans > 1) 43 26 2-2 16, Harden 4-10 16-16 26, Casspi 3-10
2 BB % I earans001 n 18002,
Sacramento s 45 331 35  Hamilton 2-82-2 7. Totals 32-84 22-28 96
e Takers S 49 338 33 BROOKLYN — Johnson 13-21 2-2 32,
3 % 307 3an  Pierce 2-4 0-0 4, Plumlee 5-6 1-3 i1, Wil
)( chnched p|ayo(fspo( liams 6-14 0-0 12, Livingston 6-12 5-6 17,
-elnched divion. Anderson 13 2:4 4, Blatche 612 1.3 13
ames Teletovic 4-7 0-0 10, Gutierrez 1-3 0-0 2
San Antomo103 e dames, Teague 6-1 0:00, Collins 0-0 0-0 . Totals
Charlote #?,‘30‘,11?,5,5‘3'"9“’" o4 Houston " 24 21 28 1-9%
Detroit 116, Milwaukee 111 Brooklyn 29 25 29 22-105

liams for two weeks even though
his skills were clearly needed.

The message resonated with
the team, and Williams has played
with more effort since returning to
the rotation. He scored 22 points
in the win over the 76ers, his best
showing since late December.

“You can’t take your opportu-
nities for granted,” teammate De-
Marre Carroll said. “I give coach
credit for doing that.”

The Hawks might be better off
missing the playoffs for the first
time since 2007, considering they
will surely have to face either two-
time defending champ Miami or
Indiana in the opening round.

Given their slim odds of beating
either of those powerhouses, there
are surely some Atlanta fans pull-
ing for the team to slide into the
lottery of a potentially deep draft.

But Budenholzer and his play-
ers aren’t ready to give up on this
season.

“We’ve got to suck it up now,”
Carroll said. “We'’re trying to
make the playoffs.”

Atlanta 103, Philadelphia 95
Chicago 94, Boston 80

L.A. Clippers 114, Minnesota 104

Sacramento 102, New Orleans
Memphis 94, Denver 92
New York 92, Utah 83

ue:

Brooklyn 105, Hoi

Golden St

Portland 124, L.A. Lakers 112
Wednesday’s games

Cleveland at Orlan

Detroit at lnmana

Boston at Was|

Charlotte at Phlladelphla

Brooklyn at New York

mphis at Minnesota
Tolden State at San Antonio
New Orleans at Denver
LA. Clippers at Phoenix
Cakers at sacramento
rsday’s gam
San Antonio ot OLIShoma City
Dallas at LA Clip
ay’s games
enver at Memphis
ndiana at Toronto
Orlando at Charlotte
etroit at Brooklyn
Philadelphia at Boston
Minnesota at Miami
leveland at Atlanta
Washington at New York
Milwaukee at Ghicago
w Orleans at Utah
Oklanoma Gity at Houston
Phoenix at Portiand
sacramento at Golden State
Dallas at L.A. Lakers

uston
ate 122, Dali\as 120, OT

Three-point Goals—Houston 10-35 (Lin
2-4, Garcia 2-5, Harden 2-6, Parsons 2-7,

mi -4, 'Casspi
o7 Brooklyn 6-25 (Jonnson

n 49 (Teletovic 7). Assists—Houston

Harden 7), Brooklyn 23 (Wllllams 6). Total
Fouls—Houston 16, Brooklyn 26. Techni-
cals—Houston Coach McHale, Houston de-
fensive three second. A—17,732 (17,732).

Trail Blazers 124, Lakers 112
LAND — Batum 6-13 0-0

dndge 12 20 7-8 31, Lopez 4-52-2 10, Lll\ard
4, Matthews 4-12 obin-

Williams 3-110-08, Bartcn A 7

56-6 10, Henry 0-4 0-0 0, Sacre 1-3 1-2 3,
Kelly 3-8 z 2 9 chng 1526 4-5 40. Totals
41-92 19-2;
Porti 29 34 28 33-124
LA, Lakers 7 34 22 29-112
Three-point Goals—Portland 13-29 (Lil-
lard 5-10, Batum 4-5, Williams 2-6, Mat-

nicals—Matthews, "LA. Lakers defensive
three second. Flagrant Fouls—Leonard.
Ejected—Leonard. A—18,110 (18,997).

— a task that didn’t get any easier

Roundup

Nets end 14-game skid vs. Rockets, clinch playoffs

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Brooklyn Nets
clinched a playoff berth by beating the
Houston Rockets for the first time in eight
years, getting 32 points from Joe Johnson
in a 105-96 victory on Tuesday night.

Shaun Livingston added 17 points for the
Nets, who extended their home winning
streak to 14 games, longest in their NBA
history and tops in the league this season.
They also pulled within 12 games of To-
ronto and Chicago for the No. 3 seed in the
Eastern Conference.

“We’ve just been playing and trying to
protect home court. They came in here
and we try to send them on their way with
a loss, and that’s for everybody,” Livings-
ton said. “It just happens to be we’ve been
playing good basketball against the West.”

The Nets ended a 14-game skid against
Houston with their first victory in the se-
ries since March 13, 2006.

James Harden scored 26 points for
Houston, which lost its second straight fol-

lowing a five-game winning streak. Still
without Dwight Howard because of a sore
left ankle, the Rockets shot just 38 percent
from the field.

The Nets held the NBA’s second-highest
scoring team 11 points below its average
and finished its non-conference schedule
with an 18-12 record. The Nets are 30-12
overall since Jan. 1 and haven’t lost at Bar-
clays Center in more than two months.

Warriors 122, Mavericks 120 (OT): At
Dallas, Stephen Curry made a tiebreaking
jumper in the final second of overtime, lift-
ing Golden State to the win.

Curry finished with 23 points and 10 re-
bounds. Klay Thompson led Golden State
with 27 points, and Jermaine O’Neal added
20.

Dallas led by three until Thompson
made a three-pointer with 1:01 remaining
in regulation.

O’Neal blocked a Dallas shot with the
game tied at 120, setting the stage for Cur-
ry’s winning move. He dribbled the ball to

the left side of the court and hit from 20
feet.

Dirk Nowitzki led Dallas with 33 points
and 11 rebounds. He had 16 in the Maver-
icks’ 41-point second quarter.

Dallas dropped from seventh in the
Western Conference to ninth, a half-game
behind Memphis and Phoenix in the final
two playoff positions.

Trail Blazers 124, Lakers 112: Damian
Lillard scored 34 points, and LaMarcus
Aldridge had 31 points and 15 rebounds as
Portland overpowered host Los Angeles.

The Blazers’ fourth straight victory,
coupled with Houston’s loss at Brooklyn,
moved Portland within 1% games of the
Rockets for fourth place in the Western
Conference and home-court advantage
in the opening round of the playoffs. The
Rockets have three games in hand.

Nick Young, the fifth and last player off
the Los Angeles bench, made his first eight
shots and finished 15-for-26 with a season-
high 40 points.

Jonn MincHiLLo/AP

Nets guard Shaun Livingston dunks as
Rockets Omri Casspi, left, and Omer Asik
watch during the second half on Tuesday.
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NHL

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Mlantlc Division

W L OT Pts GF GA
y-Boston 75 52 17 6 110 241 158
x-Tampa Bay 76 42 25 93 226 202
x-Montreal 77 43 27 7 93 200 192

Pulltan Dlvnswn
x—Pittshurgh 5 101 233189
N.Y. Rangers 77 43 30 0 208 184
Philadelphia 75 39 27 s7 213 211
d Card

Detroit 75 35 26 14 84 202 213
Columbus 75 38 30 7 83210203
Toronto 77 37 32 8 82223241
Washington 76 34 29 13 81 217 231
New Jersey 76 32 28 16 80 186 198
ttawa 5 32 29 14 78 218 250
Carolina 32 11 77191211
N.Y. Islanders 5 30 35 10 70 210 249
Florida 7 27 42 8 62 184254
Buffalo 5 21 45 9 51 145224

Western Conference

Central
GP T Pts GF GA
x-St. Louis 109 241 168
x-Colorado 102 230 204
x-Chicago 99 248 200
Pts GF G,
x-Anaheim 106 244 191
x-5an Jose 105 237 188
Los Angeles 191
Minnesota 89 189 191
Dallas 85 219 212
Phoenix 85 207 214
Vancouver 79 185 209
Winnipeg 78 214 226
Nashuile 77 190 229
Calgary 69 194 226
Edmonton 61 188 254

6 41
Note: Top thred teams in cach division
and next two teams with the most points
in each conference qualify for the play-
offs. Two points awarded for a win, one

ime
seclinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
onday’s games

Ottawa 2, Carolina 1, 50
New Jersey 6, Florida 3
Anaheim 5, Winnipeg 4, OT
Minnesota 3, Los Angeles 2

Tuesday's games
Buffalo 3, New Jersey 2, S
St. Louis 1, Philadelphia 350
Winnipeg 2, Phoenix 1, St

2

N.Y. Rangers 3, Vancouver 1

San Jose 5, Edmonton
‘ednesday’s games

N.Y. Islanders at Ottawa

m
Phoenix at Los Angeles
lay’s gam
Columbus ot Prlateigm.
Dallas at Carolina
Boston at Toronto
Calgary at Tampa Bay
Minnesota at Chicago
Buffalo at St. Louis
Pittsburgh at Winnipeg
N.Y. Rangers at Colorado
Los Angeles at San Jose

Tuesday
Hurricanes 4, Penguins 1
Carolina 12 1-4
Pittsburgh 10 0-1

First Period—1, Plltsburgh Kunitz 35
(Slempnlak Crosby), 9:01." 2, Carolina,
Faulk 4, 39,

Secon d ‘Period— 3, Carolina, Lindholm
7 (Skinner, Lokuonov). 9:24 (pp). 4, Caro-
lina, Lindholm 8 (Skinner), 14:57.
rolina, E.Staal 18

Peno —

(Loktionov), 1

Missed Penalty Shot—Gibbons, Pit,
2:26 ﬂrst

Shots on Goal—Carolina 11-12-5—28.
Plttsburgh 461131,
ower-play opportunities—Carolina 1
of L Pittsburgh 0 of 1.
oalies—Carolina, Khudobin 17-12-1
(31 Shots-30 saves). Pittsburgh, Fleury
36-18-4 (28-24).
A—18,635 (18,387). T—2:26.

Sabres 3, Devils 2 (SO)
New Jersey
Buffalo
ffalo won shootout 3-2
Second Period—1, New Jersey, Zubrus
11 (Zy%er, Brunner)‘

d=2 isuffalu, Ennis 20
(Leino, Stafort 39. 3, Buffalo, Ennis
S oagson Statiord, a1 (opy. 4, Now

Jersey. Ruutl 7 (Greehe, Zidhcky), 58

R&. Gigancons NG, Stafford G; Pollane
NG, Conacher NG, Flynn NG, D'Agostini
NG, Lein

Shots on GoaI—New Jersey 10-11-10-
4-35. Buffalo 8-4-11-4—27.

by

ﬁ//

ALex Branbon/AP

Washington Capitals goalie Braden Holtby can’t stop a short-handed
goal by Dallas Stars left wing Ryan Garbutt in the third period of
Tuesday’s game at Verizon Center in Washington. The Stars won 5-0
as Dallas earned its fifth victory in the past six games.

4, Panthers 2 Lightning 3, Canadiens 1
Florida 10 1=2 Montreal l 0 0-1
N. Ianders 2 1-4 TampaBay
iod—1, Florida, Howden 4, First Peri

(sh) Z N.Y. Islanders, Hamonic 3
(Ba\ley) 335 (on):

Period—3, N.Y. Islanders, Bai-

7 (McDonald StrO me), 11:18. 4 N.Y.

anders Martin B(MCDOnaId) 17:36.

eriod— ers, Hal-

mo 1 (C @s), Flol r\da‘ Pirri 11

(Campbel\ Kullkov) 19 54(

iod—1, Montreal, Gauagher 19
(Galchenyuk, Weaver), 10:
Period—2, Tampa Bay, Calla-
han 17 (Palat Hedman), 9: :19 (o
lod—3, Tampa Bay, Johnson
23 e dman), 12:41 (sh.
(en-pp).

Montreal 10-10-6-36.
—33.

Tampa Bay 10-1
rer-play opportun ies—Montreal

e 32-19-5 (32
saves). Tampa Bay‘ Bishop 37-

on Go: a 580-22. N.Y.

Isangers 11-17-12— 40 @ 0ofa; T Tampa Bay 2 ov
lorida 1
of 3 N.¥ Is\anders 1of4. shots-3
Goal —F\onda, Clemmensen 6-7-1  12-7
(40 Sho sa es) N.Y.Islanders, Nabo- A-18,808 (19,204). T—2:38.
kov 14-14-7 (22-20).
- .812 (16,170). T—2:29.

Blues 1, Flyers 0 (SO)
Philadelphia
st. I.ouls 0 D 0 0-1

is won shootout

Sho otonl Philadelphia 0 (Lecava-
lier NG, Giroux NG), St. Louis 2 (Oshie G,
Steen NG Shattenkirk G).

Shots on Goal—Phl\adelph\a 10-8-9-
4—31. St. Louis 11-8-7-2
Posvefr\-play oppom. es—PhlIadeI
phi . Loui

h\adelpma, Emery 8-10-2
(28 shots-28 saves). St. Louis, Miller 25-
25-4 (31-31).
—18,647 (19,150). T=2:37.

Stars 5, Capitals 0
Dallas 12 2-5

Washington 00 0-0
geFirst Period—1, Dallas, Seguin 33 Ua.

). X
‘ond Period—2, Dallas, Whitney 9
(Chlasson Goligoski), 9:16. 3, Dallas, Jef-

y), 9:50.

Dallas, Jeffrey 2
(Wi , Chiasson), 9355, &, Dallas, Gar-
butst 16 F|ddler), 74250 (31,
0al—

on —Dallas 14-15-7—36.
Washmeton 121003 238,

Power-play opportu
4 Washington 0 o

o aes LB fax Lehtonen 30-18-10 (35

SO Zaves). Waahington Harale o8-
127 23:20), Holiby (5:30 Second, 13-11).

A—18,506 (18,506). T—2:25.

Jets 2, Coyotes 1 (SO)

Winnipeg 00 0-2

Phnemx 0 10 0-1
nipeg won shootout 1-0

Flls( Penod 1, Winnipeg, Ladd 23

(Little), 10:01.

second d--2, Phoenix, Michalek
2 (Vermette, Boedker), :

bt Winhipag 1 (Little NG, Ladd
&), Phoenix 0 (Boedker NG, Vrbat

Verme

Sho_ls on oal—Winnipeg 8-6-6-2-22.
Phgenix §-14-6-1-29.

ties—Dallas 0 of

r-play_opportunities—Winnipeg
ofl Phoenlx

innipeg, Pavelec 21-25-7

(29 0 38 Sted Brosnis, Greles 86,

3(22-21).
A—13,724 (17,125). T—2:36.

Rangers 3, Canucks 1

N. Rangers 20 1-3
Vancouver 0 1 0-1
st Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, Carcillo

4 (Dorsett, Boyle), 459 2, N.v. Rangers,

Pouliot 13’ (Brassard, Zuccarello). 14:43

(pp)
cond period—3, Vancouver, Kesler
ZA(DSedm) :21
Third Per N
30 (Nash), 10:15 (o
Shots on Goal—N.Y. Rangers 12-13-
631 Vancouver 11-11-13—

Rangers, St. Louis.

Jer-
sey 1 of 2; Buffalo 1 of 3.
Goalies—New Jersey, Schneider 14-14-
%12(57( shots 25 saves). Buffalo, Lieuwen
A—lB 070 '(19,070). T—2:49.

LY. Rang-
ers 10f 3; Vancouver 00f2.
oalies—N.Y. Rangers, Lundquist 31-
23-4 (35 Shots-34 saves). Vancouver, Lack
15-16-5 (31-28).
A—18,910 (18,910). T—2:24.

Maple Leafs 3, Flames 2
Calgary 01 1-2
Toronto 01 2-3

su:nndPerlod—l Toronto, McClement
4 (Franson), , algary. Stajan 13
(Brodie, Giordano), 1

Thlrd Period—3, Tcronto Bolland 8,
6. 4, Toronto. Clarkson 5 (Raym d).
.5, Calgary, Russell 6 (Colborne, Butr

4.

ler), 7
Shots on Goal—Calgary 5-9-10—24. To-
ronto 7- 2.
Power-play nrlwﬂunl ies—Calgary 0
of 2; Toronto 0 of 1.
Goalies—Calgary, Ramo 14-13-4 (22
hots-19 saves). Toronto, Bernier 26-19-7
i),
A—19,482 (18,819). T—2:34.

Sharks 5, Oilers 4

Edmonton
san Jose
First Period—1, san Josg, Desjardins
3 (Kennedy, Demers), 3:11. 2, Edmonton,
Ball 26 (Nugent-Hopkins, Eberiey, 12:34
(uu) 3, San’ Jose, Boyle 11 (Thornton),

econd Period—4, San Jose, W\ngels
16 (Stuart, Braun), 2:45. 5, Edm
Nugent-Hopkins 17 (Belov, Hall).
6, Edm nton, Eberle 25 (Kiefbom, A
13:42

Period—7. Edmonton, Nugent.

(Eberle Hall), an
Sutns 33 Chromton,  Paveisk:
9, San Jose, Marleau 32 (Burns,
Boyle), 1231 oo

hots ‘on Goal—Edmonton 9-9-11-29,
San Jose 6-17-10- 33,

Power-play upportunmes—Edmomon
10f 3; San Jose 1 of 7.

Goalies—Edmonton, Scrivens 14-15-4
(33 shots 28 saves). San Jose, Niemi 37-

57 (29-25).

A—17,563 (17,562). T=2:31.

Avalanche 3
Blue Jackets 2 (0T)
Colorado 00 2 1-3
columbus 2 0 0-2

Sec Columbus, Atkin-
son 20 (Dubmsky) Yo, 2, Columbus,
Comeau 4 (F°|§"° Tyutin), 15:59,

olorado, Malone 2
(i Bordon Side,
deskog 25 (MacKinnor, Stastny),
evtime 5, Colorado, Landeskog 26
®arrie, MacKmnIun) 4:27'(pp).
ora

ortuni

Colorado, varlamov 38-14-
524 saves) mbus, Bo-
(28-25).

0
5 36 shots
brovsky 27-19-5

A—16,550 (18,144). T

Scoring leaders
Through April 1

GP G APTS

36 64 10(

Sidney Crosby, Pit 6 0
Ryan Getzlaf, Anh 71 31 52 83
Claude Giroux, Phi 75 25 53 78
Phil Kessel, Tor 77 36 41 77
Tyler Seguin, Dal 7333 44 77
Corey Perry, Anh 75 39 36 75

Roundup

Stars jump back into
West playoff picture

Seguin nets 33rd as Dallas routs Washington

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Dallas
Stars and Washington Capitals
both began the game one point
away from a playoff spot.

The Stars? They played like a
team determined to get to there
for the first time since 2008.

The Capitals? They looked like
a group tired of having its yearly
routine disrupted by such a trivial
thing as postseason hockey.

Itwas no contest. The Stars’ 5-0
win over the Capitals on Tuesday
was a victory of confidence over
embarrassment. Dallas has won
five of six, outscoring opponents
16-5 over its past three games.

“It’s a big obstacle,” said Ray
Whitney, who scored in the sec-
ond period. “It’s been, what, five
years now? ... We're no different
than anybody else who’s been
out for a while. We want to get in
pretty bad.”

The victory, at least for a few
hours, moved the Stars one point
ahead of the Phoenix Coyotes for
the final postseason berth in the
Western Conference. The Coyotes
then moved into a tie with Dallas
by picking up a point in a shootout
loss to Winnipeg later Tuesday.

The Capitals were booed heav-
ily in their home rink, particu-
larly after an abysmal stretch in
the second period in which they
allowed several odd-man rushes,
took a slashing penalty and gave
up two goals in 34 seconds.

“If I was a fan, I'd be booing
us right now,” said goaltender
Braden Holtby, who relieved Jaro-
slav Halak in the second period
after Dallas’ third goal. “A playoff
race like we’re in? To lose 5-0, it’s
awful. There’s no words for it.”

The Capitals began their run
of playoff seasons in 2008. Like
Dallas, they started the day as a
ninth-place team, but they ended
up dropping a spot to 10th. They
would lose a tiebreaker against
every team contending for the
final postseason spots in the East-
ern Conference. They have lost
four straight and were shut out
for the seventh time this season.

Alex Ovechkin, the league’s
leading goal-scorer, hasn’t scored
a 5-on-5 goal in over a month.

“If somehow we make the play-
offs playing like this, who are we
kidding?” coach Adam Oates said.
“We have to figure out a way to get
better. We have to stick together.”

Tyler Seguin scored his 33rd
goal, Dustin Jeffrey got his first
two of the season, and Whitney
and Ryan Garbutt also scored for
the Stars. Alex Chiasson had three
assists, and Kari Lehtonen made
35 saves for his fourth shutout.

After over-relying on Seguin
and Jamie Benn to carry the
scoring load, Dallas suddenly has
been getting points from seem-
ingly everyone.

“If you look at our top line, I
think a lot of teams are focusing
on that. They’re getting the hard-
er matchups,” said Jeffrey, who
has been back and forth to the
minors after being claimed off
waivers in November. “We have
to be able to score up and down
our lineup.”

Seguin redirected Benn’s wris-
ter from the left circle in the first
period, then there were Capitals
miscues aplenty in the second,
with the Stars taking advantage.

Alex Goligoski’s long pass
sprang a 2-on-0 break for Whit-
ney’s goal. Jeffrey scored short-
ly afterward, then again in the
third. Garbutt capped the scor-
ing with a short-handed goal on a
breakaway.

Lightning 3, Canadiens 1:
Tyler Johnson scored the go-
ahead goal on a short-handed
breakaway late in the third period
as host Tampa Bay and Montreal
both clinched playoff berths.

Blues 1, Flyers O (SO): Ryan
Miller stopped 31 shots and T.J.
Oshie and Kevin Shattenkirk
scored in a shootout in host St.
Louis’ victory over Philadelphia.

Sharks 5, Oilers 4: Patrick
Marleau scored his 32nd goal of
the season with 7:29 left in the
third period to lift host San Jose
over Edmonton.

Sabres 3, Devils 2 (SO): Tyler
Ennis scored twice in the third
period and again in the shootout
as host Buffalo kept New Jersey
winless in shootouts this season
at 0-11.

Avalanche 3, Blue Jackets 2
(OT: Gabriel Landeskog scored
twice, including a power-play
goal at 4:27 of overtime to help
Colorado beat host Columbus and
extend its winning streak to four.

Jets 2, Coyotes 1 (SO): An-
drew Ladd scored in regulation
and in the second round of the
shootout and Ondrej Pavelec
stopped Antoine Vermette’s at-
tempt to send Winnipeg past host
Phoenix.

Hurricanes 4, Penguins 1:
Rookie Elias Lindholm scored
twice for the first multi-goal game
of his career as visiting Caro-
lina denied listless Pittsburgh a
chance to wrap up the Metropoli-
tan Division title.

Rangers 3, Canucks 1: Martin
St. Louis scored his first goal with
New York and Henrik Lundqvist
made 34 saves in the victory over
host Vancouver.

Islanders 4, Panthers 2: Josh
Bailey had a goal and assist as host
New York kept up its strong finish
with a victory over Florida.

Maple Leafs 3, Flames 2: Jay
McClement, Dave Bolland and
David Clarkson scored in host
Toronto’s victory over Calgary,
snapping an eight-game losing
streak to remain in the playoff
chase.
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Freshmen making their mark th

By DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

It can be tough enough for a
freshman just to make the roster of
a high school varsity sports team,
much less bear the burden of play-
ing a major role on that team.

Yet first-year players are posi-
tively thriving throughout the Pa-
cific this season.

Hannah Weaver and Han-
nah Frederick are helping Seoul
American softball to an unbeaten
DODDS-Korea record. Zama's
Heather Hurley, Sheina Staley
and Alli Chiarenza have coach
Adele Collins thinking of a second
Far East Division II title in three
seasons.

In the discus pits at Yokota,
Christian Sonnenberg is unbeaten
this season. Ally Strauss’ hat trick
rallied Kadena girls soccer to a
3-2 win at Okinawa Christian In-
ternational. Panthers shortstop
Macalah Danielsen is one of the
team’s key batters. Matthew C.
Perry’s Bobbi Hill leads Division
II girls soccer with 10 goals.

“They’re wonderful,” Collins
said of her freshman triad, add-
ing that Staley is “stopping every-
thing” behind the plate and “you
can tell Heather has played. She’s
confident on the mound. They’re
gettmg better and better every
game.”

For the Falcons, Weaver, in par-
ticular, “looks like she’s been at
it a while,” coach Julian Harden
said. “She’s a gifted athlete, she
has that enthusiasm, that drive,
that attitude that coaches look for
that made me say I'll find a place
for her on this team.”

While most freshmen confess
to nerves, as Strauss said she suf-
fered before Wednesday’s 1-0 loss
at Kubasaki, others seem to relish
the challenge, such as Dragons
freshman keeper Kelliana Rios.

She was promoted from junior

PHotos B DAVE ORNAUER, TOP, ANJU YAMANAKA, BOTTOM LEFT, AND TYLER ESPINOZA, BOTTOM RIGHT/Stars and Stripes

IS season

love with in the 1970s in Germany,
develop confidence and do things
other than hanging out, Facebook,
whatever young folks do these

The numbers of freshman ath-
letes with prior experience in clubs
or youth sports coming to DODDS
high schools in recent years has
risen, but it’s not across the board
and it can create a wide gap be-
tween veterans of their sports and
those starting out, coaches say.

Many club veterans “make a
year-round commitment to soccer
at an early age (and) are the ones
who can make an easy transition
to DODDS soccer,” said Mike
Callahan, who coaches his fresh-
man son, Junta, at Kadena. Junta
matriculated in Okinawa’s FC
Ryukyu youth academy.

Two Kadena freshmen trained
in Okinawa’s Diplomats multi-age-
group youth program, including
Strauss. Yokota freshman right-
hander Clay Brownell played club

ball in the States before arriving
in the Pacific 18 months ago. Dan-
ielsen and several Kadena and Ku-
basaki teammates also play in the
Lady Ambassadors club program.

Such programs “give kids confi-
dence and gives them the techni-
cal skills to move forward in the
tactical and strategic portions of
the game,” Walrath said.

But not everybody is so blessed.
“We keep our fingers crossed dur-
ing the summer and PCS shuffle,
hoping for the best,” Zama boys
soccer coach Marc Norton said.

He has one player, Roman
Duarte, who played club ball in
Florida. “Since he’s had tens of
thousands more touches ... he is
better developed” than his Trojans
teammates. Unless more club vet-
erans PCS in or Zama is allowed
to play Japanese teams, “I don’t
expect our level to increase.”

Still, the presence of fresh-

men in the lineup can have other

varsity to replace Harleigh Lewis,
who had been red-carded in her
previous match and had to sit out
Wednesday’s match. And Rios
came away with a clean sheet and
“no worries at all. No pressure at
all.”

On the other side of the spec-
trum are those coaches starting
freshmen simply because they oth-
erwise would be short of players.

“They are the glue that keeps

A number of freshmen have excelled this season in their first year of varsity competition. Clockwise,
top, Macalah Danielsen is one of Kadena’s leading hitters in softball; Yakota’s Christian Sonnenberg leads

DODDS-Japan discus throwers with a throw of 41 meters and is unbeaten in two meets; Matthew

from
C. Perry

striker Bobbi Hill, on right, leads Division Il gitls soccer teams in goals with 10 and assslswnﬂlseven

my team together,” Daegu base-
ball coach Michael Downes said.
“If I didn’t have five or six play-
ers who only have (youth servic-
es) experience, I wouldn’t have a
team,” said coach Rich Walrath
of first-year girls soccer program

Humphreys.

While Kaylee Spielman came
from Texas and had played for 10
years and Isabella Nocera came
to Humphreys from Heidelberg
Select in Germany, “a number of
my freshmen do not have experi-

ence,” said Walrath, who has been

coaching military and high school
teams for 20 years.

“Ilook at what we do in DODDS

s ... developmental. It gives them

the opportunity to develop skills,

fall in love with the game I fell in

qualitative benefits, coaches say.
They’re sometimes more coach-
able than experienced players.

“They are a reminder to the
‘vets’ that they cannot just ... coast
through the season — there are
some really hungry players out
there who are willing to work into
becoming better players,” Nile C.
Kinnick boys soccer coach Robert
Tiffany said.

ornauer.dave@stripes.com

Top performances

Girls soccer

W Sydney Johnson scored three times and
added three assists in Kubasaki's 12-2 win on Fti-
day over Okinawa Christian International. Johnson
scored on a free kick in the 73rd minute, the lone
goal of a 1-0 win on Wednesday over Kadena.

m Kaile Johnson collected her DODDS-Pacific
Division I-leading 13th goal of the season as Kinn-
ick handed American School In Japan a 3-1 loss.

Softhall

W C.C. Farias struck out 15 Humphreys Black-
hawks batters in Osan’s 6-1 road win Wednesday.

DODDS Sports

m Jihye Rhodes had a combined five hits, drove
infive runs and stole five bases as Seoul American
defeated Daegu 14-10 on Saturday after downing
Osan 10-5 on Friday.

® Freshman Alli Chiarenza got two pitching
wins and helped herself by hitting two home runs
and driving in four runs as Zama swept a three-
game series from Robert D. Edgren.

Baseball

® Dominic Shea pitched two-hit ball over five
innings and Justin Sego got the save as Kadena
edged Kubasaki 3-1 on Wednesday. It's the first

two-game winning streak for the Panthers over
the Dragons in nine seasons.

m Nile C. Kinnick senior right-hander Daniel
Ross struck out 16 Yokota batters, outpitching
Leo Austin, who fanned 14 Red Devils, and Chris
McDonald drove in two runs as Kinnick edged Yo-
kota 3-2 on Saturday.

Track and field
m Anchored by senior Rahman Famell, Kuba-
saki's 400-meter relay team set a Pacific record

with a time of 42.9 seconds Saturday. That broke
Kubasaki's three-year-old mark of 43.34.

m Distance runner Nicole Castro won two
races and Timi Ward swept the hurdles events as
Humphreys girls won the team points chase in the
program'’s debut Saturday.

Boys soccer

® JoJo Byrnes scored a combined eight goals,
Ben Cook added seven and Roman Duarte had
three assists to power Zama past Edgren 13-0 on
Saturday and Yokota 6-2 on Tuesday.

® HoKyung Adkins netted his 10th, 1lth,
12th and 13th goals of the season, helping Seoul
American win the first DODDS-Korea jamboree.

Eddie Rogers Kent Harris Dave Ornauer Gregory Broome
@ Sports Editor Overseas Sports Editor Sports reporter Sports repcrter
rogers. ipes.com  harris. com  ornauer. ipes.com  broome. com
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up field during practice Tuesday.

Below: Goalkeeper Anthony Walker, left, has been on the boys varsity team for four
years, while sophomore midfielder Ryan Rimmler, right, is a relative newcomer.

Top performances

Kaiserslautern goals
include beating rival

Ramstein isn't only obstacle for soccer teams

BY GREGORY BROOME
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany

ne could look at the story of

Kaiserslautern’s ongoing — and

one-sidled — soccer feud with

Ramstein as a simple, straight-
forward one.

No one on this year’s boys or girls teams
has ever celebrated a Kaiserslautern win
over the archrival Royals. One could pre-
sume that the program’s all-encompassing
goal, then, is to do just that.

That’s not exactly the case.

Beating Ramstein is a goal, but not either
Raiders team’s primary goal. Each team’s
primary objective this season is to win a
European championship, a feat that would
likely require a win over Ramstein at some
point. In the meantime, games against
Ramstein, like Thursday evening’s girls
and boys doubleheader under the lights of
Kaiserslautern’s new stadium, are simply
ameans to that eventual end.

At times, beating Ramstein is
paramount.

“The Ramstein game is something spe-
cial for me. I have a few friends who go to
that school,” sophomore midfielder Ryan
Rimmler said. “And I don’t like losing. Es-
pecially against our rival school.”

Junior striker Lacey Peace, called up
this year from the junior varsity ranks,
agreed.

“Us girls are more like, ‘We must get
them,’ than we are in our other games,”
Peace said during the Raiders’ Tuesday
practice, clenching her hands in a gesture
of intensity.

That’s the kind of wild-eyed determina-
tion one might expect from a long-frustrat-
ed program such as Kaiserslautern. But
it’s not as severe as all that.

“We're still practicing the same,” Peace
said moments later. “As hard as we nor-
mally do.”

And players said that if they eventually
graduate or move away without ever beat-
ing Ramstein, the moments that make up
their Kaiserslautern career will remain
just as memorable.

“The last four years we've had really,
really amazing teams. And we’ve come a
long way,” senior striker Hannahlee Acua-
vera said, citing the Raiders girls’ con-
secutive third-place finishes in the last two
European tournaments. “I think we were
grateful for third place. We worked really
hard. That was better than going home
with nothing at all.

“It was a lot of fun.”

But as sensible as those comments
sound, Acuavera, now in her fourth year as
avarsity player, is also prone to fantasizing
about a hypothetical win over Ramstein.

“I want it more than anything in this
world,” Acuavera said. “I love soccer so
much.”

Like Acuavera, Kaiserslautern boys
goalkeeper Anthony Walker is in his fourth
year as a member of the Raiders varsity.
He recalled a game in his sophomore sea-
son, his first year as a starter, in which a
“cheap” goal allowed Ramstein to escape
with a 1-1 tie. The memory of that non-vic-
tory, and the string of losses that followed
it, fuels Walker’s desire for “revenge.”

“I only have a few more chances, and
I want to leave the school knowing that I
have beaten the rivals,” Walker said.

A case of single-minded obsession? Not
so much.

“We know that they’re strong, we know
they’re a good team and we know we need
to work as hard as we do for any game,”
Walker said. “Not to get it in our heads that
it’s Ramstein and we need to work extra
hard. Because if we do that we’ll overpush
ourselves and make mistakes.

“It’s just another game for us.”
broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes

Boys soccer
John Arnold, The senior

Girls soccer
Begon: Bravo, SHAPE: Bravo, in-

scored three goals and added an assist in a 5-0
Warriors win over Bitburg on Saturday.

Luke Ross, Naples: The Wildcats blasted Sigo-
nella 7-2 on Saturday thanks in large part to the
three-goal, one-assist hat trick turned in by Ross.

Jacob Nantz, Hohenfels: The Tigers built an
early 2-0 lead over Division | rival Vilseck on Sat-
urday, with both scores coming from Nantz, be-
fore taking a 3-2 loss.

deed. The Spartans star has played a part in every
Spartans goal this season, including two goals
scored in the Spartans’ 2-2 tie with Lakenheath
on Saturday.

Kelsey Ortwein, Patch: The explosive Panthers
offense has the playmaker it needs in Ortwein,
who assisted on four Patch goals in a 5-0 win
over Ansbach on Saturday.

Camelia Brind’Amour-Riffou, AFNORTH: The
Lions standout piled up three goals and three as-

sists over two weekend games, a loss to Laken-
heath and a win over Menwith Hill.

Softhall

Megan Buffington, Vicenza: The Cougars ace
mowed down 22 Naples batters in a 10-9 loss
to the Wildcats on Friday. She notched a 10-0O
shutout win over Sigonella later in the day.

Vicky Krause, Naples: The senior star led the
Wildcats to four weekend wins. She was particu-
larly prolific on Friday, notching six hits, three RBIs.
and five runs scored in wins over Vicenza and Avi-

ano and eaming the pitching win over the Saints.

Baseball

George Shaffer, Naples: The Wildcats heavy
hitter was unstoppable in four weekend victories.
His combined line: 9-for-13 at the plate with 15
RBIs.

Patrick Young, Ramstein: The Royals enjoyed
a revolving door to the plate in two routs of Bit-
burg, but Young stood out even under those cir-
cumstances with a five runs scored and four RBIs
during the doubleheader.



Pace 28 SEIRRER R

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Thursday, April 3, 2014

MLB

[Pm—r—ry
Dodgers starting pitcher Zack

Greinke threw five innings
against the Padres in a 3-2 win.

NL roundup

Greinke,
Puig lift
Dodgers

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Yasiel Puig hita
410-foot drive for a two-run homer
and Zack Greinke won his season
debut, leading the Los Angeles
Dodgers to a 3-2 victory against
the San Diego Padres on Tuesday.

Carl Crawford started the game
with a base hit and Puig then
drove a 2-1 pitch from Ian Ken-
nedy into the balcony on the third
deck of the Western Metal Supply
Co. Building in the left-field cor-
ner. It was his first homer.

It was the second time Kennedy
faced the Dodgers since June 11,
when, while with Arizona, he hit
Puig and Greinke with pitches,
inciting a brawl at Dodger Sta-
dium. Kennedy was suspended 10
games. He was traded to the Pa-
dres on July 31.

San Diego loaded the bases
with two outs in the ninth against
Kenley Jansen, on singles by Yon-
der Alonso and Will Venable, and
a walk to Yasmani Grandal. The
closer then struck out pinch-hit-
ter Nick Hundley to earn his sec-
ond save in two chances.

Greinke (1-0) went five innings,
allowing two runs and two hits
while striking out five and walk-
ing two.

Marlins 4, Rockies 3: Nathan
Eovaldi pitched six innings as
host Miami made the most of five
hits to beat Colorado for the sec-
ond night in a row.

Braves 5, Brewers 2: Freddie
Freeman hit a pair of solo home
runs and Jason Heyward added a
two-run shot to back a solid out-
ing by Alex Wood.

Heyward’s homer off Kyle
Lohse (0-1) put the visiting Braves
on top 2-1 in the fifth and snapped
a string of 22 scoreless innings
against the Brewers.

Diamondbacks 5, Giants 4:
A.J. Pollock broke out of an 0-for-
13 start to the season with three
hits, scoring twice and driving in
arun for host Arizona.

Wade Miley (1-1) gave up four
runs in the first then blanked the
Giants for the next six innings.

Ten things to know about Wrigley

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Wrigley Field is turning 100
this year. Here are 10 things you might not
know about the ballpark:

1. The ivy wall is used as a hiding place.
One ball flies into Wrigley Field’s ivy-covered
wall and two pop out. It’s happened a few
times over the years, the result, some say of
balls being hit there during batting practice
and remaining there until something — an
outfielder, maybe — slams into the wall to dis-
lodge it. But there are also stories that players
hid balls there in case they needed to find one
quickly to throw a runner out. And it’s said the
Cubs’ Hank Sauer found it a convenient place
to store tobacco pouches.

2. The highest scoring game was played
there. The Cubs and the Phillies played the
highest scoring game in Major League Base-
ball history, a 26-23 affair the Cubs won, at
Wrigley on Aug. 25, 1922. The Phillies only
used two pitchers the entire game.

Gehrig’s homer. A dozen years before
Babe Ruth’s famed “Called Shot,” teammate
Lou Gehrig hit an equally dramatic homer.
Gehrig was 17 when his high school team
traveled to Chicago to take on a Chicago team.
In the bottom of the ninth, with two outs and
his team down 8-6, Gehrig hit a ball over wall
and onto Sheffield Avenue to win the game.

4. The field has changed over time The
Wrigley Field grandstand is one of the most
familiar sites in all of baseball. What isn’t
widely known is that the grandstand once
stood about where the pitcher’s mound is
today. In the 1920s, the grandstand was sliced
into 11 pieces, put on rollers and rolled back to
where it is today and reassembled.

5. There was a time where it was tough
to find a crowd. Year after year, the Chica-
go Cubs have been one of the biggest draws
in all of baseball. Eight years in a row, until
2011, attendance topped the 3 million mark.
But the Cubs drew tiny crowds for years, with
one game in 1966 played before fewer than

CharLES Rex ARBOGAST/AP

Reds center fielder Willy Taveras is almost lost in the ivy after catching a long fly ball at
Wrigley Field last July. There are stories that players hid balls in the ivy in case they needed

to find one quickly to throw a runner out.

600 fans. For a 15-year stretch ending in 1967,
the Cubs never drew as many as 1 million fans
and drew as few as 609,000.

6. It pioneered firsts. Wrigley was the first
ballpark where fans could keep foul balls.
The first permanent concession stands? They
were at Wrigley. The first stadium with organ
music? That was Wrigley, too.

7. There Was A Bear On The Field. Joa,
a live Cub, greeted fans at the first National
League game at the stadium in 1916. Local
zookeeper Cy Devry led Joa around the park
and even to home plate for photographers.

8. Classic touches came later. The famed
marquee, scoreboard and ivy were not origi-
nal parts of the ballpark. The marquee went
up in 1934 and was more of a bluish color at
the time. The ivy was installed three years

later. The scoreboard originally was a reddish
brown with a white clock and was painted its
familiar dark green in 1944.

9. It's not just for baseball. Wrigley Field
has hosted everything from boxing to soccer
to pro wrestling to the circus to the rodeo to
concerts to a Chicago Blackhawks game. But
the most unusual event? Ski jumping. On back-
to-back weekends in January 1944, ski jump-
ers leapt from scaffolding covered in snow
and ice, landing behind second base.

10. No One Has (Really) Hit The Score-
board. About that famed scoreboard: No one’s
hit it. Actually no one’s hit it with a batted ball,
but Sam Snead did with a golf ball. Teeing off
from home plate, he drove one off the score-
board and sent one over it before the 1951
opener against the Reds.

Field’s: Park was built with retrofitting, expansion in mind

FROM BACK PAGE

what it is about Wrigley that
is unique [and] the kind of
place people will come to
even when the team is bad.”

But don’t be so quick to call
Wrigley Field a tired, old home
of a perennial loser. It may have
been the last ballpark to install

‘The Cubs is sort of a Chicago institution
that is not entirely dependent on the exact
nature of Wrigley Field. ?

John Paul Stevens
Former U.S. Supreme Court justice

a professional ushering service.
The Cubs also started to view
the park as a “green space,”
kind of like an urban oasis, said
Tim Wiles, former director of re-
search at the National Baseball
Hall of Fame.

Now, the famed ballpark is in
for another makeover. The $500

lights for night games, but the

million project, which includes

park’s ivy-covered walls are a de-
fining feature of what was once a
sparkling, modern ballpark run
by men who were trying to create
anew experience for fans.

The park was built by a man
named Charles Weeghman for a
team in a competition called the
Federal League, which was try-
ing to give the more established
National and American Leagues
— which the Cubs and the cross-
town White Sox played in — a run
for their money.

After hiring the same architect
who a few years earlier designed
Comiskey Park for the White Sox,
workers needed just two months
to demolish the buildings that
once housed a seminary and build
a simple, single-story grandstand
and the rest of the 14,000-seat
Weeghman Park just in time for
the start of the 1914 season. Fin-
ished two years after Boston’s Fen-
way Park, it cost about $250,000.
Two years after the park opened,

the Cubs moved in.

“It was considered a great look-
ing park, a lot nicer than the rat-in-
fested park the Cubs were playing
in on the West Side,” said Stuart
Shea, author of “Wrigley Field:
The Long Life and Contentious
Times of the Friendly Confines.”

More important is that it was
built with an eye to the future: It
could be retrofitted and expand-
ed, something that was consid-
ered genius, he said.

From almost the day it was
built, the owners started tinker-
ing with the place. After nine
homers were hit in the first three
games — an astronomical total
for the time — the Chicago Fed-
erals, the original tenants, picked
up the left field fence and moved
it back. In the early ‘20s, the Cubs
expanded the seating capacity
and the size of the playing field
itself by slicing the grandstand
into 11 pieces and moving them to
create more space. The pitcher’s

mound today sits where the bat-
ters’ box used to be.

Wrigley also was keen to under-
stand the Cubs were losing money
because women simply refused to
come, or let their children come,
to a filthy and unsafe ballpark.

The park, renamed Cubs Park
in 1919, began to feel different
than anyplace else. Shea believes
the reasons start with Weegham’s
obsession with cleanliness, some-
thing he learned in the restau-
rant business. Hartig said it was
William Wrigley Jr., team owner
P.K. Wrigley’s father, who, after
a couple years of investing in the
team, bought Weeghman’s shares
and started making changes.

“The Cubs were really the first
ones to start cleaning the ball-
park after every single game and
[make] sure that the players al-
ways had the cleanest uniforms,”
Hartig said.

Wrigley also cleaned up the
way the park operated. He hired

a Jumbotron proposal, is on hold
because the team wants assur-
ances from the neighboring roof-
top owners that they won’t sue
over obstructed views.

The Cubs have also said repeat-
edly they don’t want to destroy
what makes Wrigley one of the
most popular and recognizable
sporting venues in the country.

Still, the team argues Wrigley
needs to be brought into the 21st
century, generate more revenue
and attract younger fans who ex-
pect things like Jumbotrons.

While some disagree, others say
no change will erase what makes
Wrigley Field what it is.

“The Cubs is sort of a Chicago
institution that is not entirely
dependent on the exact nature
of Wrigley Field,” said former
U.S. Supreme Court Justice John
Paul Stevens, who watched Babe
Ruth’s called shot from his seat
near third base. “There’s sort of a
spirit that goes with the Cubs.”
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Scoreboard

American League
East ?I\Vism"

. L Pct GB
Baltimore 0 1000 -
Tampa Bay 1 7500 1
Toronto, 1 500 Y
Boston 1000 1
New York 1000 1

X on

icago 0 1000 —
Cleveland 0 1000 —

troit 0 1000 —
Kansas City 1 7000 1
Minnesota 1 00 1

/est Division

Seattle 0 1000 —
Houston 0 1000 %
Texas 1 7500 1
Oakland 1000 1%
Los Angeles 2 000 2

National League
East ?I\Viﬁo"

L Pct GB
0 1000 -
Washlngtun 0 1000 %
Atlan 1 7500 1
Phl\adelﬂhia 1 500 I
New Yorl 000 1%
Central on
pittsburgh 0 1000 —
st. Louis 0 1,000
Milwaukee 1 7500
icago 1000 1
Gincinnati 1000 1
West Division
LOS Angeles 1 750 —
n Diego 1500 1
230 Preflisco 1 500 1
Arizona 3 2% 2
Colorado 2 000 2

xas 3, Philadelphia 2
Atlanta’s, Milwaukee 2
Arizon as San Francisco 4
esday’s gams
Kansas Gy (Vargac 0.0} at Detroit
(scherzer 0:0)
Min, Correia 0-0) at Chicago
Wi o (Baulind 6.6)
Cleveland (Kiuber 0-0) at Oakland (Ka-
zmir
Boston (Lackey 0-0) at Baltimore (Ji-
enez 0-0)
Torcnto (Buehrle 0-0) at Tampa Bay

(M
R Yankees (Kuroda 0-0) at Houston

(Cosart 0-0)
Cleveland ucallister 0-0) at Oakland
(Undecided), 9 p.m., 2nd game

Seaitie (baxton”0-0) At LA. Angels
(santiago 0-0)
(G Ianta (Harang 0-0) at Milwaukee

’\?u Subs (Jackson 0-0) at Pitts-
bur h (Morton

oloradc (Lyles -0) at Miami (Alvarez

l LDulSo(WaEha 0-0) at Cincinnati

ani

v\%smngmn (G.Gonzalez 0-0) at N.Y.

Mets ica\on

R Phlél%elphla (Kendrick 0-0) at Texas
SS

San Francisco (Hudson 0-0) at Arizona
(cahill 0-1

L.A. Dodgers (Haren 0-0) at San Diego
(RosS 0:

ursday’s games
© Kansas City (Ventura 0-0) at Detroit
anc
imesota (Hughes 0-0) at Chicago
White sox (Quintana 0-0)
(crl‘!osgm (Boubront uo) at Baltimore
Toronto (Morrow 0-0) at Tampa Bay
(Arch T 0- Oi
ees (Nova 0-0) at Houston
(Oberhc\tzer 0-0)
seame (Elias 0-0) at Oakland (Chavez

cmc?ﬁo Cubs (Hammel 0-0) at Pitts-

burgh (W.Rodriguez 0-0)
oy bouts (Lynn 0-0) at Cincinnati @ai-
ey
Coloradg  (Morales 0-0) at Miami
(Tumer -0)
ashington (Zimmermann 0-0) at N.Y.
Mets (Wheeler

Franclsco (Llncecum 0-0) at Ari-
zona (Arroys 01

Tuesday
Blue Jays 4, Rays 2

Toronto Tampa Bay
b r h bi ab r hbi
MeCarrlf 512 0 Joycelf 3120
Rasms cf 010 Myersrf 4011
Bautistrf 210 0 Zobristap 4000
Enci 400 0 Longorib 4110
deh 3123 Loneylb 3000
Navarrc 40 0 0 Dinngscf 3021
Lawrie3b 310 0 Forsythdh 40 00
Goins2b 40 0 0 Hanignc 3000
Diaz ss 301 1 SRdrgzpr 0000
YEscorss 40 10
Totals 32464 Totals 32272
Toronto 300" 100~ 0004
Tam) 011-2

Torontol Tam) aBayl LoB—T¢-
ronto 6, a Bay s
Myers @) oy Lon%orla(l) Beenningss (3

(), Deenniings
@, SRodnguez(l) Cs—Joyce (1).

H R ER BB SO
HutchisonW,1-0 8% 3 0 0 3 4
Loup H,1 % 0 0 0 0 1
Delabar "2 1100
Santos S,1-1 1 2 1113
Tampa Bay
Cobb L0-1 5 5 4 4 43
Bell 1 0 00 00
Lieke I 0 00 12
C.Ramos Bolo00 02
McGee 0.0 0 00
We—cobb. T—3:52. AL 11413 31,0425,

Mariners 8, Angels 3

Seattle Los Angeles
ab r h bi ab r hbi
Amontef 5111 Cahonrt 4000
BMillerss 52 2 3 3000
Canozb 31170 Pwulslb 4110
Smoaklb 40 2 3 JHmltnlf 3120
Hart dh 4110 Freese3b 2010
Seager3b 40 0 0 lbanezdh 41 22
Romerrf 40 0 0 HKndrc2b 40 00
Msndrsrf 00 0 0 Congerc 40 20
Ackleylf 322 1 Aybarss 3000
uck ¢ 2110
Tolals 36810 8 Totals 33382
004 011~ 002—8
o2 Ange les 000 010-3

no (1), B.Miller (L), DP-Seattle 2

Caj
LoB-SeRIS: Boe'An eles 8, 28=Alm:

fe @), smoak (), Ackley 0 Puiols (2,
Iamiiton (. R “gMiler 2 (), baniz
(1). SB—Ackiey (1) cs Smoak
R m BB S0
seattle
Bewio 7 6 2 2 0 6
Wilhelmsen 110 11
Beimel H,1 %0 00 00
Rodney 11 00 01
Los Angeles
C.Wilson Lo-1 % 8 6 6 2 8
Shoemaker W»o1og g0
Koh 1 2 2
by ERamlrez (Trout), Wp>
ceon ¥ 5B R 567 Cldssy
Astros 6, Yankees 2
New York Houston
ab r h bi ab r hbi
Ellsurycf 410 0 Fowlercf 4220
Jeterss 3110 Grssmnlf 4000
Beltranrf 40 1 0 Altwezb 4122
cChnc 401 1 JCastroc 4111
Teixeirlb 302 1 Guzmnlb 4112
ASorindh 40 0 0 Carterdh 4010
Gardnrlf 300 0 MDmn3b 4000
Roberts2b 30 0 0 Hoesrf 2111
Kihnsn3b 20 1 0 Vilarss 3010
Totals 3226 2 Totals 33696
New York 2
o

uston 420 000 00x—
E—I Eeltran (1). DP New York 1, Hous-

n 1. LOB—New York 8, Houston ‘4. 28—
K Johnson (1) FowlerZ (2). HR—Guzman
(1), Hoes (1). $B—. A\tuv e (D).

H R ER BB SO
Aotk L0-1 6 8 6 6 1 6
Betances 1 0 00 02
1 1 00 03
Houston
Feldman W,1-0 € 2 0 0 2 3
K.Chapman B0 1 1 10
ualls TN O O
Ibers, 0 0 0
K.Chay man itched 0 1 batter in the
8th. HBP—

eldman (eter, Gar rdne;
B bt T A—42,117 (42,060}

Diamondbacks 5, Giants 4

San Francisco Arizona
al

rhobi b ¢ hbi
Pagan cf 4110 GParrarf 3121
Ppence rf 4000 ill 2b 4000
Sandovi3b 311 0 Gldschlb 41 21
Posey ¢ 3111 Prado3b 4011
Morse If 300 0 Monterc 1000
JGutrrz p 000 0 Trumolf 4000
Blancoph 10 0 0 Owingsss 4 1 20
Casillap 000 0 Pollockef 42 31
Belt 1 4123 iley p 3010
Arias 2b 300 0 Harrisp 0000
HSnchzph 10 1 0 EChavzph 10 0 0
Adrianzpr 00 0 0 AReedp 00 00
BCrwfrss 401 0
M.Cain 2000
J.Perezlf 200 0
Totals 3447 4 Totals 325114
$an Francisco 000—4
Arizot 200 102 00x- 5
"5an Francisco_ 2. LOB—san Fra
5, Arizona 7. 2B—| HSanch (
ord (2; GParra (1) Gc\dschml it
Pollock (1 (2). SB—Owings
P H R ER BB SO
San Franclsco
M.Cair 7 3 2 22
JGUllerrezLO-l BS,1-1 2 4 2 2 11
asilla 0 0 0 0 1
Arlzona
Miley W,1-1 7 6 4 4 1 5
Harris H,1 1 0 0 0 1 2
AReedS,ll 1 1 0 0 0 2
Miley. PB—Posey. T—2:46. A—
18873 4863,
Braves 5, Brewers 2
Atlanta Milwaukee
ab r h bi ab r hbi
Heywrdrf 51 2 2 CGomzcf 2211
BUptoncf 40 0 0 Segurass 40 00
Fremn 1b 323 2 Braunrf 3000
4010 ArRmr3b 4021
000 0 Lucroyc 4020
000 0 KDavisli 4000
000 0 Weeks2b 40 10
400 0 MrRynllb 3000
412 0 Lohsep 2000
401 0 Bianchiph 10 00
210 1 Dukep 0000
300 0 Hndrsnp 00 00
1000 Thrargp 0000
45 9 5 Totals 31262
000 021 Oll—g

s (1. Dp—Allanta 2. (0B
Milwaukee 6. 28—Uggla. 2
Heyward (IL Freeman 2 (2),
afer (1), C.Gomez

o

H R ER BB SO

Atlanta

A.Wood W,1-0 7

D.Carpenter H,1 1

Kimbrel 5,1-1 1

Milwaukee

Lohse L,0-1 7
ke

Henderson K

5
1
3
8
1
1
Thornby 1

530, A— 21503 (@1 900)

Rangers 3, Phl ies 2

Philadelphia exas
b r h bi ab r hbi
Reverecf 30 0 0 Choolf 3220
Rollinsss 41 1 1 Andrusss 30 10
Utleydh 401 0 Fielderlb 40 10
Bydrf’ 3020 ASehvedd 4022
Howardlb 40 1 1 3110
Ruiz ¢ §00 0 Mornaan 3017
Mayrrylf 30 0 0 Choicedh 10 00
DBrwnph-lf 10 0 0 DMrph2b 40 10
Nix 3b 4010 LMartncf 3010
CHrndz2b 312 0 Chirinsc 40 00
Totals 3328 2 Totals 323103
Philadelphia 000 002" 000:
T X 01 101
t when winning run_ scored
E-Adeltre (1), DP_Philadelphia 1, Tex‘
1. LOB--Philadeiphia 6, Texas 12: 26

d (1), C.| Hernandez (1). Flelderg ;
ABeitre (2), RIOS (1) 1)
Rnarue

CS—Nix (1). 2.
R ER BB SO
Phlladelrhla
711 23
Diekman BS,1-1 1 2 1 1 11
astardo 0 0 0 0 2
Hollands L,0-1 oo 1.1 20
0 1 0 0 00
Texas
M.Perez 8 71 2 2 07
Frasor % 0 0 0 01
Cofts. 1 ootz
Soria W,1-0 0 0 0 0 1
Rosenbe% Dltched to 1 batter in
5

th —by _ABurnett (Choo
YX'B:HA .Burnett, Cotts. T—3:14. A—29,53

Dodgers 3, Padres 2

Los Angeles

ab r h bi ® ab ¢ hbi
Crwfrdlf 511 0 ECarerss 40 10
uig r 2122 ssmithlf 3121
HRmrzss 40 0 0 Headly3b 4000
AdGnziTb 400 0 Alonsolb 40 10
Ethiercf 30 0 0 Gyorko2db 3100
Uribe3b 413 0 Venalecf 2020
Afllisc_ 300 0 Denorfirf 4000
DGordn2b 40 1 1 Grandic 2000
Greinkp 200 0 Kenndyp 1000
PRdrgzp 00 0 0 Medicaph 10 00
figginsph 000 0 Alorsp 0000
ithry 000 0 Stauffrp 0000

Howellp 00 0 0 Vincentp 00 00
Baxterph 10 0 0 Benoitp 00 00
Jansenp 000 0 Amarstph 00 00
Nadyph 10 00

Thayerp 0000

Hundyph 10 00

Totals 3437 3 Totals 32261
Los Angeles 200 100 000-3

B 2Wihro a. Grandal (0, Gyorks
(0P Los Angeles 2. LOB— 05 Anoeles
n Diego 1. 28-Uribe ). HR=pu

BB SO
Los Angeles
Greinke W,1-0 5 2 2 2 25
P.Rodriguez H,1 1 1 0 0 0 1
Withrow H,1 1 0 0 0 0 1
Howell H,1 1 1 00 10
Jansen $,2-2 1 2 00 1 2
Diege
Kennedy L,0-1 5 5 3 3 1 4
A.Torres B0 0 0 1
Stauffer 1 1 0 0 1
Vincent % 1 0 0 0
Benoit 1 0 0 0 0
Thayer 1 0 0 0 0
WP—Greinke. T—3:38. A—35,03.
(42,302).
Marlins 4, Rockies 3
Colorado Miami
ab r h bi ab r hbi
Stubbscf 50 0 0 VYelichlf 400
Cuddyrrf 41 1 0 JeBakr2b 30 0
CGnzlz If 311 1 Stantonrf 31 0
Tiwtzkss 41 1 1 McGeh3b 30 1
Mornealb 40 3 0 Gloneslb 31 1
Rosario ¢ 200 1 Sltimche 311
Arenad3b 400 0 Ozunacf 301
LeMahi2b 40 1 0 Hchvrrss 200
Andrsn p 201 0 Eovaldip 10 0
Bickmnph 10 1 0 Rlhnsnph 11 1
Ottavinp 000 0 Marmip 00 0
Brothrsp 00 0 0 MDunnp 00 0
Dickrsnph 10 0 0 ARamsp 00 0
Solanoph 10 0
Cishekp 00 0
Totals 343 3 Totals 2745
calnrado 000 200 010—:
002  00x—:
—LeMahieu DP—Colorado 1.

().
LOB—Colorade 7, Miami 1. 2B—Cuddyer

(1) C.Gonzalez (1), Tuluwllzkl (1) An er-
on (D, Salta lamacchia Johnson
( SB- n (1), Stanton ). sF—
Rosari Hechavarr a.
H R ER BB SO
Colorado
Anderson L,0-1 6 5 4 3 1 2
avino 1 0 0 0 0 2
Brothers. 1 0 0 0 0 0
Miami
Eovaldi W,1-0 6 6 2 2 1 6
Marmol H,1 1 1 0 0 00
M Dunn H l %2 11 00
Vs 0 0 0 1 1
C\Shek S 1 1 1 0 0 0 1
T—2124. A— 15,906 (37 442).

Calendar
May 14-15 — Owners meetings, New
Vork,
e 5 — Amateur draft.

July 15 — All-Star game, Minneapalis,
eadline for amateur draft

chks osian.
ly 27 — Hall of Fame inductions,
Cuoperstown NY.
uly t day to trade a player
without securlng waivers.
Active rosters expand to 40

plag
Syepl 30 — Postseason begins.

AL roundup

Jeter’s final year
begins with loss

Astros cruise past Sabathia, Yankees

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Derek Jeter
began the first game of his final
season by getting plunked with
a pitch. The Astros then beat up
on CC Sabathia even worse, en-
suring the captain’s farewell tour
would start with a Yankees’ loss.

Jesus Guzman and L.J. Hoes
homered off Sabathia to help the
Houston Astros roll to a 6-2 win
against New York on Tuesday
night.

“Trying to get your first win,
your first hit, your first run, any-
thing is kind of difficult to do,”
Jeter said. “The first, sometimes,
is tough to come by.”

Jeter was hit on the left arm by
Scott Feldman in his first at-bat
and ended 1-for-3 with a single.
The 13-time All-Star who helped
New York to five World Series
titles announced in February
he would retire after his 20th
season.

“I was a little extra anxious be-
cause I hadn’t played in a while,
but when I got hit, I think that
actually helped,” said Jeter, who
missed most of last season with
injuries.

The Astros added Dexter
Fowler and Feldman to improve
a team coming off three straight
100-loss seasons.

Fowler had two doubles as
Houston jumped on Sabathia for
six runs in the first two innings.
Feldman allowed two hits in 6%
innings in his Houston debut after
signing a three-year, $30 million
contract.

Blue Jays 4, Rays 2: Drew
Hutchison won his first start in
almost two years and Adam Lind
homered for visiting Toronto.

Hutchison (1-0) allowed three
hits and walked three in 54 shut-
out innings in his first big league
game since June 15, 2012. The
right-hander had elbow ligament
replacement surgery in August
2012

Lind hit a three-run homer in
the first off Alex Cobb (0-1). He
sent a 3-1 pitch over the center-
field fence.

Cobb gave up four runs, five hits
and four walks in five innings.

Mariners 8, Angels 3: Brad
Miller hit two homers and Erasmo
Ramirez pitched seven innings of
six-hit ball as visiting Seattle beat
Los Angeles again.

Justin Smoak hit a three-run
double, while Abraham Almonte
and Dustin Ackley also had RBI
doubles as the Mariners followed
up their 10-3 win on opening day
with another surprising offensive
barrage.

Seattle scored 16 runs in its
first 15 innings of the year while
beating Jered Weaver and C.J.

PAT SuLLIVAN/AP

The Yankees’ Derek Jeter
jumps up after being hit by a
pitch during the first inning of
Tuesday’s game against the
Astros in Houston.

Wilson, their AL West rivals’ two
best starters.

Wilson (0-1) labored into the
sixth inning for the Angels, who
are off to their first 0-2 start since

Interleague

Rangers 3, Phillies 2: Adrian
Beltre singled home Shin-Soo
Choo with the winning run in the
ninth inning as host Texas saved
a run on a successful replay
challenge.

Choo, who also scored the tying
run in the seventh, reached base
for the fourth time on a walk to
start the ninth against Mario Hol-
lands (0-1).

After Elvis Andrus’ sacrifice
and a walk to Prince Fielder,
Phillies manager Ryne Sandberg
went to right-hander B.J. Rosen-
berg. Beltre then singled, scoring
Choo without a throw.

New Texas closer Joakim Soria
(1-0) got the win with a perfect
ninth inning in his season debut.

The first replay review of the
series was a successful challenge
by Rangers manager Ron Wash-
ington and helped keep a run off
the board in Philadelphia’s two-
run sixth inning.
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Redskins sign explosive receiver Jackson

MichaeL Perez/AP

Wide receiver DeSean Jackson, shown eluding Atlanta Falcons
cornerback Asante Samuel last season, was signed by Washington
on Tuesday. It was the Redskins’ biggest move yet of the offseason,
adding a three-time Pro Bowl receiver less than a week after the

was

by the rival F

ia Eagles.

Ex-Eagle dynamic on the field, a distraction off of it

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Adding De-
Sean Jackson to an offense with
Robert Griffin III should make
the Washington Redskins fun to
watch again.

Adding Jackson to a locker
room culture undergoing yet an-
other overhaul could be the great-
er challenge.

Washington made its biggest
move yet of the 2014 offseason
on Wednesday when Jackson re-
turned to Redskins Park to sign
his contract after two days of vis-
its and negotiations, highlighted
by a recruiting-style evening out
with cornerback DeAngelo Hall,
receiver Pierre Garcon and rap-
per Wale.

Jackson will get $16 million
guaranteed in the three-year, $24
million deal, according to a person
familiar with the terms who spoke
on the condition of anonymity be-
cause the Redskins did not public-
ly disclose the financial details.

The Redskins are getting a
three-time Pro Bowl receiver
with speed, someone who single-
handedly can change a defense’s
approach. He set career highs
with 82 catches for 1,332 yards
last year for the NFC East cham-
pion Philadelphia Eagles. And
Jackson, who led the NFL in punt
return average in 2009, can give
a badly needed boost to Washing-

ton’s special teams, although his
production in the return game has
waned in the past three years.

The Redskins are also get-
ting a player not afraid to speak
his mind and who isn’t shy about
his talents. He had a history of
off-the-field issues in his six sea-
sons with the Eagles. Among the
lowlights: In 2011, he was deac-
tivated for a game for being late
for a team meeting and dropped
more passes than usual, part of
a season-long spillover from his
unfulfilled desire for a new con-
tract that led to an 11-day train-
ing camp holdout.

Last year, in Chip Kelly’s first
season as the Eagles’ coach,
Jackson fumed at members of
the coaching staff on the sideline
during a game and had to be re-
strained by two teammates, upset
because he didn’t get the ball
when he was wide open. After the
season was over, he lobbied for yet
another new contract — just two
years after getting a five-year,
$48.2 million deal that included a
$10 million signing bonus.

The Eagles decided enough was
enough and tried unsuccessfully
to trade Jackson. They released
him last week, and Jackson on
the same day issued a statement
aimed at quashing another off-
the-field report, denying any
involvement in gang activity
near his hometown in Southern

California.

The Redskins are coming off a
3-13 season overwhelmed by bad
chemistry between coach Mike
Shanahan and franchise player
Griffin. Shanahan was fired and
replaced by Jay Gruden, who will
be trying to set a new tone in the
locker room.

The Redskins are losing one of
their veteran leaders, linebacker
London Fletcher, who has an-
nounced planstoretire. Fletcher’s
replacement, leadership-wise,
might be safety Ryan Clark, who
agreed to terms earlier this week
and signed his deal Wednesday.
The 34-year-old Clark returns to
Washington after eight seasons
with the Pittsburgh Steelers.

If Jackson fits in, he’ll join an
offense that includes skill players
Griffin, Garcon, Andre Roberts,
Jordan Reed and Alfred Morris
— a formidable lineup if the line
holds up.

The Redskins had been rela-
tively cautious this offseason with
general manager Bruce Allen in
charge of the roster for the first
time. Their biggest move previ-
ously had been at the expense of
another NFC East rival, signing
defensive lineman Jason Hatcher
as a free agent from the Dallas
Cowboys.

Briefly

College athletes take labor cause to Capitol Hill

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Members
of a group trying to unionize col-
lege athletes sought out potential
congressional allies Wednesday
as they braced for an appeal of a
ruling that said full scholarship
athletes at Northwestern Univer-
sity are employees who have the
right to form a union.

Former Northwestern quar-
terback Kain Colter, the face of a
movement to give college athletes
the right to unionize, and Ramogi
Huma, the founder and president
of the National College Players
Association, had meetings sched-
uled with lawmakers over a two-
day period.

“The goal is to make athletes
have a seat at the table. Health
and safety of athletes is the con-
cern, especially to reduce the risk
of brain trauma,” Huma said out-
side the Capitol before heading
to a meeting with Sen. Sherrod
Brown, D-Ohio.

Among the others they expect-
ed to meet with were Rep. George
Miller of California, the top Dem-
ocrat on the House Education and
Labor Committee; and Rep. Jan
Schakowsky, D-IIl., whose dis-
trict includes Northwestern.

They intended to make clear

one of their chief concerns, pro-
viding for athletes’ medical
needs. Huma said the group also
was concerned that the NCAA
would lobby Congress to prohibit
unionizing by college athletes.

“We want to make sure they
have an opportunity to hear from
us directly,” Huma said.

Back in Evanston, I11., the Wild-
cats resumed spring practice
Tuesday for the first time since
the decision from a regional labor
official that cleared the way for
the formation of a union, setting
up Northwestern as ground zero
for the effort to organize athletes.
The school is appealing.

When members of the football
team had the chance to sign union
cards back in January, some play-
ers signed their names, others did
not.
Running back Venric Mark
said Tuesday that he wondered
if the ones who did realized the
ramifications of the decision and
where it would lead.

“I don’t know if people kind of
knew what they were going to get
into or if they thought it was going
to turn out the way it did,” he said.
“But at the end of the day, now it’s
time to get back to work. I mean,
we have a job to do.”

Whether being a student ath-
lete is a job is at the center of a
national debate over whether col-
lege athletes should unionize.

Could there be a division be-
tween players who signed union
cards and those who did not? And
what about the team’s relation-
ship with coach Pat Fitzgerald?

“It doesn’t threaten anything,”
said Mark, who would not say
whether he signed a union card.

“Northwestern has treated us
all well and we know that. And
we know that it is a privilege to
be here so at the end of the day
we’re all going to support our for-
mer teammate, but we also know
we’re here to get a degree and
we're also here to play football.”

Serena Williams upset
in Charleston

CHARLESTON, S.C. — Serena
Williams was eliminated from
the Family Circle Cup on Tues-
day, stunned 6-4, 6-4 by Jana Ce-
pelova of Slovakia in the second
round.

“I'm really just dead. I need
some weeks off where I don’t
think about tennis and kind of
regroup,” Williams said after the
match. “I've had a long couple

of years, and I'm really a little
fatigued.”

Williams, the top seed and
defending champion in Charles-
ton, was looking for her second
straight title and her third this
year after winning a record sev-
enth Sony Open last weekend.

Barcelona banned from
signing players for year

Barcelona was banned by
FIFA from signing any new play-
ers for next season after being
found guilty on Wednesday of
repeatedly breaching transfer
regulations.

The heavy sanction, which
covers the summer and January
transfer windows, followed an
investigation over the past year
into the Spanish champion’s sign-
ing of players under the age of 18
from 2009 to 2013.

FIFA found the signing of 10
un-named players to be in breach
of its rules covering the protec-
tion of minors. A fine of 450,000
Swiss francs ($509,000) was also
imposed on Barcelona, which
was given 90 days “to regularize
the situation of all minor players
concerned.”

The Spanish Football Federa-

tion was also found by the world
governing body to have violated
the rules covering the registra-
tion of minors and fined 500,000
Swiss francs (8565,500).

The punishment, which pre-
vents Barcelona from signing
any players until the summer of
2015, leaves recent agreements
with Borussia Monchengladbach
goalkeeper Marc-Andre Ter Ste-
gen and Croatian teenager Alen
Halilovic to join the club in July
in limbo.

Barcelona, which has not com-
mented on the sanctions, has
three working days to inform
FIFA of an intention to appeal
and then a further week to pro-
vide its reasons for challenging
the punishment.

Giants sign free agent
DE Robert Ayers

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
The New York Giants have signed
former Denver Broncos defensive
end Robert Ayers.

Ayers’ addition Wednesday
makes him the 13th veteran the
team has signed since free agen-
cy started.

Ayers had a career-high 5.5
sacks last season for the Broncos.
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WOMEN’'S NCAA TOURNAMENT

Maryland
takes out
Louisville

By TErEsA M. WALKER
The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — The
Maryland Terrapins took down
the top seed to reach the Louis-
ville Regional final, then knocked
off the home team in its own arena
before the sixth-largest crowd
ever at this point of the NCAA
tournament.

Now they want more.

“We’ll just try to fly under the
radar and just be who we are,”
coach Brenda Frese said after
Maryland held off Louisville 76-
73 Tuesday night. The Terps’ lat-
est upset sent them to their first
Final Four since they won the na-
tional championship in 2006.

“Nobody expected us to be able
to walk in here in front of 15,000-
plus fans to be able to pull off this
upset. It’s easy to say that a team
should win on their home court,
but this team just keeps believ-
ing and they just keep staying
grounded and we’ll just continue
to be true to ourselves.”

All-American Alyssa Thomas
scored 22 points and grabbed 13
rebounds for Maryland (28-6),
which reached the school’s fourth
Final Four. The Terrapins’ second
straight upset in Louisville was
essentially a home game for the
third-seeded Cardinals, and the
crowd, which numbered 14,002,
was mostly in Louisville red.

The Cardinals’ fans really
turned up the volume with 2:03
left when Louisville (33-5) went
on a furious rally after Maryland
had been up 12.

Frese even took a timeout after

Timotny D. EasLev/AP

Maryland’s Malina Howard, left, shoots as Louisville’s Antonita
Slaughter defends during the first half of their regional championship

game on Tuesday in Louisville, Ky.

Thomas, her All-American, hit
only one of two free throws with
3.5 seconds left.

Given the choice by Frese
whether to foul or play defense,
the Terrapins chose to double-
team Shoni Schimmel and it paid
off when the final shot of the Lou-
isville star’s career clanged off
the back rim.

“I was actually kind of open for
me to take that shot,” said Schim-
mel, who had 31 points. “We per-
fected it, the ball just didn’t go
in. The one that didn’t go in was

the last shot I wanted. But it just
didn’t fall. Nothing much you can
do about that.”

The fourth-seeded Terrapins
will play undefeated Notre Dame
(35-0) on Sunday in Nashville in a
national semifinal.

Lexie Brown added 20 points
for Maryland with her dad, for-
mer NBA player Dee Brown, in
the stands.

Antonita Slaughter added 16
points for Louisville and Asia
Taylor had 12.

Stanford outlasts North Carolina

By JaniE McCAULEY
The Associated Press

STANFORD, Calif. — All sea-
son long, Hall of Fame coach
Tara VanDerveer pushed and
challenged her players to do more
in support of Chiney Ogwumike.

From knocking down three-
pointers on the perimeter, to
pounding the boards in the paint
and even doing the little things
like chasing down loose balls, Og-
wumike needed help.

Thatsupporting castisabigrea-
son Ogwumike and Stanford,are
headed back to the Final Four a
year after an early exit in the re-
gional semifinals that served as
12 months of motivation.

Ogwumike had 20 points and
10 rebounds on a night she was
far from her top form and Mi-
kaela Ruef scored a career-high
17 points on the way to regional
MUVP honors in leading second-
seeded Stanford past North Caro-
lina 74-65 Tuesday night.

Music City, here come the Car-
dinal for the program’s 12th Final
Four and a rematch with top-
seeded Connecticut — winners of
44 straight games, including 76-
57 against Stanford on Nov 11.

“Nobody expects us to win

Marcio Jose SANCHEZ/AP

Stanford’s Bonnie Samuelson
celebrates after making a three-
pointer against North Carolina
in the first half of their regional
final Tuesday in Stanford, Calif.

and that just fuels us,” Ruef said.
“We’re just going to have fun.”

In front of a cheering home
crowd, Amber Orrange added
14 points and Bonnie Samuelson
knocked down three three-point-
ers for 13 points off the bench for
Stanford (33-3), which had its
streak of five straight Final Fours
snapped last March.

Since the disappointment of

that early exit against Georgia
in the Spokane Regional semifi-
nals, Ogwumike, Ruef and their
fellow seniors have made it their
mission to get back to women’s
basketball’s biggest stage.

“At the beginning of the year
when the regional sites came
out and I saw they were going
to Stanford, I was determined to
play here, to win here to go to the
Final Four,” Ruef said.

When it was decided, Stan-
ford’s players jumped in delight
and quickly pulled on hats and T-
shirts and began dancing at cen-
ter court. They had earned it.

“I have the utmost faith in my
teammates,” Ogwumike said.
“We’ve had so many people who
just wanted to keep this year
going. Sometimes people say you
can’t win only on heart, but to-
night I think we did.”

Allisha Gray scored 19 points
for No. 4 seed North Carolina (27-
10), which couldn’t pull off a Final
Four reunion with Sylvia Hatch-
ell after the coach’s season-long
battle with leukemia. Hatchell
had permission from her doctors
to travel to Nashville if her team
reached the Final Four.

Notre Dame, UConn
headline Final Four

Both teams going to Nashville still undefeated

By Douc FEINBERG
The Associated Press

UConn and Notre Dame have
been on a collision course all sea-
son for what would be an unprec-
edented national championship
game.

Now the two unbeaten teams
are each one victory away from a

showdown in Music City.
in the way of that historic match-
up are Maryland and Stanford.

“If they just wanted a Con-
necticut-Notre Dame showdown,
what’d they make us do this for?”
Stanford coach Tara VanDerveer
quipped.

The Cardinal will face the top-
seeded Huskies while the Irish
will play the Terrapins on Sunday
in the Final Four in Nashville,
Tenn. Both games are rematches
from earlier in the season.

Connecticut, which has won 44
straight games, advanced to the
national semifinals for the sev-
enth straight season. The Huskies
won the national championship
last year and are trying to win a
record ninth title after beating
Texas A&M in the regional finals.

“It’s not easy to beat anybody
at this time of the year because
everybody is playing their best
basketball,” UConn coach Geno
Auriemma said. “We beat a pret-
ty good team ..., and I'm proud of
my team. I thought we were re-
ally, really good when we needed
to be really, really good.”

Like the Huskies, the Irish
have been to four straight Final
Fours. They are the sixth school
to reach the national semifinals
in four consecutive years, joining
UConn, LSU, Stanford, Louisiana
Tech and Tennessee.

“It means so much to our pro-
gram. I think it’s a statement,”
McGraw said. “When Skylar
(Diggins) came in, I think people
expected that we would be in the
Final Four, and then when Skylar
graduated I don’t think anyone
expected that we’d be back in the
Final Four. So I think it says a lot
about this team.”

The Irish’s chances of winning
their first national championship
since 2001 took a big blow when
forward Natalie Achonwa tore
the anterior cruciate ligament in
her left knee in the regional final
victory over Baylor.

“We still believe,” McGraw
said. “She got us to this point, now
somebody else has to finish it.”

Achonwa was third on the team
at 14.9 points per game, but the
Irish will miss her most on the
boards since she led the Irish in
rebounding with 7.7 per game.

The Terps advanced to their
first Final Four since winning the
national championship in 2006.

“There was a lot of déja vu the
last couple days,” Maryland coach
Brenda Frese said. “It brings back
special memories from 2006. Re-
ally, the teamwork is the same,
when you talk about your players

(4) Maryland (28-6)
vs. (1) Notre Dame (35-0)
AFN-Sports
12:30 a.m. Monday CET
7:30 a.m. Monday JKT

(1) Connecticut (37-0)
vs. (2) Stanford (33-3)
AFN-Sports
3 a.m. Monday CET
10 a.m. Sunday JKT

and your staff and support staff,
very similar to ’06 in terms of just
being lined up together.”

Frese doesn’t mind that all the
talk seems to be about the two un-
beaten teams.

“Iloveit. It’s par for the course,”
she said. “We’ll just try to fly under
the radar and be who we are. No-
body expected us to be able to pull
off this upset. It’s easy to say that
a team should win on their home
court, but this team just keeps be-
lieving and they just keep staying
grounded, and we’ll just continue
to be true to ourselves.”

Maryland will have a chance
to avenge an 87-83 loss to Notre
Dame in late January. Both Stan-
ford and Notre Dame advanced
winning regional finals at home,
while Maryland had to go into
Louisville to move on.

“We had them at home and let it
slip away,” Maryland star Alyssa
Thomas said. “We’re a different
team now and looking forward to
the matchup.”

All-American Chiney Ogwu-
mike has the Cardinal back in the
national semifinals for the sixth
time in seven years after beating
North Carolina 74-65. Stanford
was eliminated in the regional
semifinals by Georgia last season,
ending a streak of five straight
trips to the Final Four.

Now Ogwumike has the Cardi-
nal trying to win their first cham-
pionship since 1992. Stanford had
chances, losing to Tennessee in
the 2008 championship game and
to Connecticut for the 2010 title.
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Above: The famed Wrigley Field marquee was not originally part of Wrigley Field.
The marquee went up in 1934 and was more of a bluish color at the time. Top right:
Crowds line up along the sidewalk outside Weeghman Park on May 14, 1914. The
park was home to the Federal League’s Chicago Whales. Right: On Aug. 25, 1916,
Cubs player George Pierce pets a bear cub while teammate Roger Bresnahan holds
its leash at the first National League game at Weeghman Park.

MLB

Field’s
day

By DoN BABWIN AND ANDREW SELIGMAN
The Associated Press

CHICAGO
t’s hard to think of Wrigley Field as anything but
a place of heartbreak — a place where fans wait,
season after season, for an elusive World Series
title that never comes.

Yet in the century without a championship, the ball-
park has been first time and time again in changing
the way America watches baseball.

It was the first to let fans keep foul balls. The first

B

Jackson, Redskins reach
$24M, 3-year deal

NFL, Page 30

with permanent concession stands. The first with
organ music. The first to clean the park and broadcast
games as part of an effort to diversify the fan base and
attract women and their kids to a game traditionally
more popular among men.

“We think of all this as so obvious, but back then this
was considered revolutionary,” said Cubs historian Ed
Hartig.

The ballpark will mark its 100th birthday this
spring, and the Cubs plan a celebration in April to
honor one of the nation’s most classic ballparks, where
runs still register on a manual scoreboard and watch-

Museum
tos courtesy of the Chicago History
Photos

Cubs trying to find balance
between history and innovation
as Wrigley reaches its centennial

ing a game is like taking a step back in time. As the
centennial approaches, the Cubs and Chicago have
found themselves stuck in a debate about how far to go
in modernizing the ballpark with the same Jumbotron
that towers over other fields.

“When you putaJumbotron in the outfield I think you
are messing with what makes Wrigley Wrigley,” said
Phillip Bess, director of graduate studies at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame’s architecture school who helped
lead an effort to save Fenway Park from demolition. “If
the Cubs do that it means they really don’t understand
SEE FIELD’S ON PAGE 28

Maryland, Stanford complete

women’s Final Four lineup | Page 31

Hawks clinging to final spot in East || |||||||
after struggling through March | Page 24
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