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Breedlove: 
Crisis shows 
need for US
in Europe

Stars and Stripes

 Moscow has enough forces to achieve 
its goals in three to five days if it in-
vades eastern Ukraine, the top U.S.
commander in Europe said an inter-
view Wednesday, arguing that the U.S.
needs to re-examine where and how its
troops are deployed in Europe in light
of a newly assertive Russia.

“We think it is ready to go and we
think it could accomplish its objectives
in between three and five days if di-

rected to make
the actions,” Air
Force Gen. Phil-
ip Breedlove told
Reuters news 
service.

Foreign Pol-
icy magazine 
noted that be-
fore March,
Breedlove’s pri-
mary concern 
was holding the 
line against cuts
to U.S. military
personnel in Eu-
rope, where there
are now about
67,000 troops, 
down from 
about 100,000 in 
1990 and some
400,000 at the
height of the
Cold War.

Although the 
Pentagon has 

announced no public proposals to draw
down U.S. forces, European Command
has been seen by some as low-hanging 
budgetary fruit since before February.

“For years, [European Command]
has been the natural bill payer,” said
Mark Jacobson, a senior fellow at the
German Marshall Fund in Washington,
using Pentagon-speak for a command 
or program forced to accept cuts in
favor of other defense programs.

Breedlove was to testify on Capitol
Hill on Tuesday and Wednesday on the 
EUCOM budget, in which force struc-
ture is considered as part of coming 
defense bills.
SEE BREEDLOVE ON PAGE 9

BY JOSH SMITH

Stars and Stripes

 KABUL — When the convoy of ar-
mored SUVs carrying Afghan presi-
dential candidate Abdullah Abdullah 
wheeled around the corner, the crowd 
of supporters surged forward, heed-
less of the police officers and militia 

trying to beat them back.
Perched on top of his vehicle, sur-

rounded by guards in traditional 
pakol felt hats, Abdullah waved to 
the crowd that had been waiting 
more than four hours for his arrival 
at a rally in the Panjshir Valley, sur-
rounded by snow-capped peaks. 

This is Abdullah’s adopted home, 

and his history fighting the Soviets 
in the valley sealed his acceptance 
among the mostly Tajik population.

There was a time when an Afghan 
leader might have used a gathering 
such as this to openly appeal to eth-
nic or tribal loyalties. But less so in 
this election. 
SEE ETHNIC ON PAGE 6

JOSH SMITH/Stars and Stripes

Afghan presidential candidate Abdullah Abdullah greets supporters at a rally in Panjshir province. While he has faced accusations of 
playing up ethnic divides, Abdullah says ethnicity is fading as an issue in Afghan politics. 
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‘ We think 
it (Russia) 
is ready to 
go and we 
think it could 
accomplish 
its objectives 
in between 
three and 
five days if 
directed to 
make the 
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Air Force Gen. 
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in Europe

‘Every ticket is cross-ethnic’
Traditional divisions playing a lesser role in Afghan elections
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Sniper 
kills 6 
Taliban
in 1 shot

Stars and Stripes

 Pop. BOOM!
A British sniper in Afghani-

stan killed six insurgents with
a single bullet after picking off 
a suicide bomber whose device
then exploded, British newspa-
per The Daily Telegraph report-
ed Tuesday.

The paper reports that the
20-year-old marksman hit his
target from 930 yards, killing
the suicide bomber and five oth-
ers around him when the device 
went off.

The incident, in Kakaran near
Lashkar Gah, Helmand province, 

happened in De-
cember but has
only now been
disclosed, the
paper noted.

Lt. Col.
Richard Slack,
commander of 
cavalry regi-
ment 9/12 Royal 
Lancers, told

the Telegraph that the unnamed
sharpshooter prevented a major
attack by the Taliban; a sec-
ond suicide vest packed with 44
pounds of explosives was found 
nearby.

“The guy was wearing a vest.
He was identified by the sniper
moving down a tree line and 
coming up over a ditch,” Slack is 
reported as saying.

“He had a shawl on. It rose up
and the sniper saw he had a ma-
chine gun.

“They were [exchanging fire]
and he was moving to a firing
position. The sniper engaged him
and the guy exploded. There was
a pause on the radio and the snip-
er said, ‘I think I’ve just shot a
suicide bomber.’ The rest of them 
were killed in the blast.”

‘ I think 
I’ve just 
shot a 
suicide 
bomber. ’

British 
sniper

Hagel: Coordination is key in 
search for missing Flight 370

 BY LOLITA C. BALDOR

The Associated Press

ABOARD A U.S. MILITARY 
AIRCRAFT — Defense Secre-
tary Chuck Hagel will meet with 
Malaysia’s defense minister this 
week amid ongoing criticism 
about how the search for miss-
ing Flight 370 has been conduct-
ed and coordinated with other 
nations.

The defense leaders will come 
together at a meeting of the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations 
hosted by Hagel in Honolulu. A 
key topic will be how all the coun-
tries can better work together 
during disasters like the missing 
Malaysian Airlines plane and Ty-
phoon Haiyan that ravaged the 
Philippines late last year.

“There’s always lessons to be 
learned,” Hagel said when asked 
Tuesday by reporters traveling 
with him en route to Hawaii about 
the search for the plane. “We’re 
going to go back, the Malaysians 
will go back, all the ASEAN 
nations will go back and walk 
through this. What could have 
been done, maybe what should 

have been done, what needs to be 
done better. But coordination is a 
key part of this.”

The desperate search across 
the southern Indian Ocean for 
debris from the missing airliner, 
now in its fourth week, has shown 
how far nations need to go to bet-
ter share information and coop-
erate more aggressively during 
disasters, said senior defense 
officials, who spoke to reporters 
about Hagel’s trip on condition of 
anonymity because they weren’t 
authorized to discuss the meeting 
publicly in advance.

Their observations reflected 
ongoing concerns, particularly 
from some of the families of Chi-
nese passengers who were on the 
plane, about poor communication 
and coordination as the disaster 
unfolded.

Hagel, who has spoken to the 
Malaysian defense minister twice 
in recent weeks, said the U.S. has 
complied with that government’s 
requests. But he said that deal-
ing with the harsh realities of 
the disappearance, including the 
massive search area, presents 
“certain big limitations to how 

much we can do.”
The U.S. has provided war-

ships, search planes and high-
tech equipment designed to help 
find the plane and its “black box” 
recorder once a more precise 
search area is identified.

According to officials, the 
ASEAN meeting will include dis-
cussions on how the nations can 
conduct military exercises that 
better mirror real disasters. They 
will also talk about security issues 
in the region and the increasing 
effects of climate change and ex-
treme weather events.

Hagel proposed the idea to have 
a meeting of the ASEAN minis-
ters as part of the Pentagon’s on-
going effort to increase the U.S. 
focus on Asia.

“I want them to feel even more 
clarity about the U.S. commit-
ment to the area, our coordina-
tion, our communications, the 
areas where we can cooperate 
more,” Hagel said. “This is not 
about crowding anybody out. But 
it is about assuring the freedom 
of the sea lanes and the openness 
of our skies and cyber. And we’re 
going to help continue to do that.” 

ALEX WONG/AP

Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel, left, listens to Malaysian Defense Minister and acting Transport 
Minister Hishammuddin Hussein during a welcoming reception for Southeast Asian defense ministers
in Honolulu on Tuesday. 
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 BY JOSH HICKS

 The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The De-
partment of Veterans Affairs has 
cut its backlog of pending dis-
ability benefit claims by 44 per-
cent since saying in March 2013 
that its caseload had reached a 
“tipping point,” but some veter-
ans organizations are challeng-
ing the accuracy of the agency’s 
numbers.

The latest VA data, released 
Monday, show that the number 
of claims stuck in processing for 
more than 125 days had dropped 
to 344,000, compared with a high 
of about 611,000 a year ago.

The department said in a state-
ment Monday that it also has 
improved its determinations ac-
curacy from 83 percent in 2011 to 
91 percent last month and short-
ened the average wait time for de-
cisions from 282 days to 119 days 
since March 2013.

“No veteran should have to wait 
to receive earned benefits,” VA 
Secretary Eric Shinseki said in 
the news release, adding that “we 
still have more work to do.”

Veterans groups have chal-
lenged the department’s accu-
racy claims in recent months. 
American Legion official Zach-
ary Hearn said at a congressio-
nal hearing in December that his 
organization found errors with 
55 percent of the cases it had 
reviewed.

Hearn said in an interview 
Monday that Veterans Affairs 
has “greatly reduced the claims 
backlog, but we still have con-
cerns with accuracy and the 
rapid manner in which they are 
adjudicated.”

Senate Veterans Affairs Com-
mittee Chairman Bernie Sand-
ers, I-Vt., said Tuesday that he is 
monitoring the accuracy matter.

“I think it’s a legitimate con-
cern, and one we want to look at,” 
he said. “We don’t want to sacri-
fice accuracy for speed.”

VA spokesman Drew Brookie 
said Tuesday that the depart-
ment’s accuracy review program 
meets “the highest industry stan-
dards” and that the Institute for 
Defense Analyses has verified its 
soundness. 

The nonprofit group provides 
technical expertise to national 
security agencies.

The number of backlogged 
cases — those that have reached 
the 125-day threshold — has sky-
rocketed, with the growth largely 
the result of an influx of claims 
from veterans of the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars and new rules 
that allowed more Agent Orange 
claims to be filed.

The Obama administration set 
a goal last year of eliminating the 
backlog by 2015, implementing an 
“overtime surge” for processors, 
prioritizing the oldest claims and 
training more employees to deal 
with cases.

The department also began a 
gradual switch to digital claims 
processing shortly after Shinseki 
took office in 2009. It said Tues-
day that more than 80 percent of 
its disability claims are now in a 

digital format.
“There’s no question they have 

undertaken a huge and almost 
unprecedented transition with 
a cumbersome paper system,” 
Sanders said. “I think we are see-
ing the benefits of that transition.”

Paul Rieckhoff, chief executive 
officer of Iraq and Afghanistan 

Veterans of America, attributed 
the progress to “fixing predict-
able and preventable issues,” add-
ing that the hundreds of thousands 
of remaining cases prove that “we 
are a long way from declaring 
victory.”

As Veterans Affairs trims its 
backlog, the number of appeals 

has grown by 50 percent — to 
more than 250,000 cases — since 
President Barack Obama took of-
fice. The Board of Veterans Ap-
peals has said its caseload will 
probably double before 2018.

Obama vowed in his 2014 State 
of the Union address to continue 
the recent progress in trimming 

the overall backlog.
His 2015 budget requests $2.5

billion for the VA division that
handles benefits, an increase of
$28.8 million over this year. 

The budget also requests $138.7
million for a Veterans Claims In-
take Program to reform and speed
up processing. 

VA disability claims backlog drops 44 percent
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BY CHRIS CARROLL

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — The De-
fense Department isn’t properly 
keeping track of senior officials 
who leave the government to take 
jobs with defense contractors, the 
DOD inspector general reported 
Tuesday.

In the wake of concerns that de-
fense officials with responsibility 
over contracting were moving to 
the private sector and improperly 
influencing the process — the so-
called “revolving door” between 
government and industry — Con-
gress took action in the 2008 Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act.

The law required generals, 
flag officers, senior civilians and 
program officials to seek written 
legal opinions on their new jobs. 
Under the provisions of act, the 
DOD was also required to keep 
all such opinions and reports ac-
cessible in a central database for 
at least five years — but the DOD 
inspector general said Tuesday 
that isn’t being done.

The IG report said the database 
of such documents, known as the 

After Government Employment 
Advice Repository, or AGEARS, 
was “incomplete with little or no 
use by specific DOD organiza-
tions with significant contracting 
activity.”

Government watchdog group 
Citizens for Responsibility and 
Ethics in Washington sued the 
DOD to get a database of fig-
ures, which showed that between 
January 2012 and May 2013, 
379 defense officials had sought 
opinions.

According to CREW, most 
sought an opinion on a specific 
would-be employer, with 13 out-
going or newly retired officials 
listing Lockheed Martin, the 
world’s largest defense contrac-
tor, as a prospective employer. 
Seven listed Boeing, eight listed 
General Dynamics, 10 listed 
Raytheon and 13 listed Northrop 
Grumman.

The inspector general said 
the DOD could not provide re-
quested data about postgovern-
ment employment to Congress, 
and concluded the DOD “may 
not have fully complied with the 
intent of this law.” 

Among the problems the IG
identified, records are kept in
different locations and many are
missing, particularly at the De-
fense Logistics Agency and the 
National Security Agency — “or-
ganizations with substantial con-
tracting activity,” the report said.

In response to recommenda-
tions from the IG, DOD manag-
ers admitted the 2008 NDAA 
requires a single, central data-
base and took steps in early 2014 
to consolidate the reports in the 
AGEARS system, the report said.

The IG also recommended that
the DOD establish a single official
in charge of the records.

A press release from the office
of Rep. Jackie Speier, D-Calif.,
who introduced legislation that
required the IG review, said she
was “extremely disturbed that
the Department of Defense is
willfully ignoring Congressional 
intent and not following the letter
of the law to address the Ameri-
can public’s concerns about the
revolving door between the Pen-
tagon and defense contractors.”
carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

Stars and Stripes

 MANAMA, Bahrain — A fire 
destroyed a small Navy Exchange 
warehouse in Jebel Ali, Dubai,  on 
Wednesday morning. No injuries 
were reported. 

The approximately 300-square-
foot  building  contained mostly 
Navy Pride-themed merchandise 
and sporting goods for the  ex-
change in Jebel Ali, according 

to Navy Exchange Service Com-
mand officials. They said the fire 
will have a minimal effect on 
distribution . 

The NEX is working on  options 
for a replacement warehouse.

The cause of the fire is under 
investigation, and NEX officials 
are  assessing the cost of the 
damage. 
news@stripes.com 

Report: DOD not tracking 
‘revolving door’ statistics

Courtesy of Navy Exchange

 Flames  consume a 300-square-foot Navy Exchange storage building 
in Jebel Ali, Dubai, on Wednesday . The cause  is under investigation. 

Navy Exchange warehouse 
in Dubai destroyed by blaze
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 BY SCOTT HIGHAM

 The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Two mem-
bers of a powerful congressional 
committee on Tuesday asked one 
of the nation’s largest government 
contractors to produce numerous 
internal corporate files, signal-
ing a widening investigation into 
claims that the company covered 
up reports of fraud.

The members of the House 
Oversight and Government Re-
form Committee sent a letter to 
the chairman of KBR, William 
Utt. The lawmakers said they had 
launched an inquiry into claims 
that the company required em-
ployees seeking to report fraud to 
sign confidentiality agreements.

Those agreements barred em-
ployees from speaking to anyone 
about their allegations, includ-
ing government investigators and 
prosecutors, according to court 
records and lawyers involved in 
the case. Those who violated the 
agreement faced dismissal and 
legal action.

Attorneys for a whistleblower 
who is suing KBR and its former 
parent company, Halliburton, say 
the confidentiality agreements 

violate the False Claims Act and 
other laws crafted to protect 
whistleblowers. The request for 
documents by Congress comes 
after the Securities and Exchange 
Commission last month launched 
its own investigation into the 
agreements. 

The companies have denied the 
allegations and filed motions to 
dismiss the case, calling the whis-
tleblower’s claims groundless. 
Halliburton has declined to com-
ment on the case, saying that KBR 
is now a separate company.  

“KBR does not prevent its em-
ployees from reporting perceived 
misconduct,” KBR spokesman 
Richard Goins said. “KBR active-
ly encourages legal and ethical 
compliance through a vigorous 
code of business conduct.”  

The whistleblower case was 
brought by Harry Barko, a former 
KBR employee who claimed that 
Halliburton and KBR inflated the 
costs of services provided to mili-
tary bases under a multibillion-
dollar logistics contract in Iraq. 
The suit was filed in 2005, when 
Halliburton was the parent of the 
company, then known as Kellogg, 
Brown & Root. 

The Associated Press

 PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii  
— Officials say more tickets to 
visit the USS Arizona Memorial 
are being picked up online in bulk 
orders of 65.

Critics blame tour companies, 
and they say no tickets are left by 

the time individual visitors try to 
reserve them.

Ken DeHoff Jr., the executive di-
rector of the Pacific Aviation Mu-
seum , said many visitors don’t visit 
Pearl Harbor when they see tick-
ets are sold out online. He   added 
that museum revenues are down 

by 20 percent since January.
The National Park Service is-

sues 4,500 free tickets each day to
visit the memorial .  People may ei-
ther pick them up in person at the
visitor’s center in Pearl Harbor or
reserve them online for a $1.50
processing fee. 

Somber homecoming
HENG SINITH/AP

Critics allege USS Arizona Memorial ticket hoarding

U.S. military personnel drape the U.S. flag over a coffin containing possible remains of a U.S. 
serviceman during a repatriation ceremony at Phnom Penh International Airport, Cambodia, on 
Wednesday . The possible remains of U.S. soldiers   were repatriated to Hawaii for testing. 

Pols ask for files 
in KBR fraud case
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Analysts say that while ethnic 
identities remain entrenched, all 
the main candidates have formed 
multi-ethnic coalitions, making 
ethnic-based rhetoric less useful 
to national politicians than in the 
past.

“Particularly when you’ve had 
a war where militia leaders have 
used ethnicity to drum up support, 
you’ve got a hangover in Afghani-
stan of ethnic-based political or-
ganization,” said Kate Clark, who 
heads the Kabul office of the Af-
ghanistan Analysts Network. “The 
difference this time is every ticket 
is cross-ethnic. You can’t get into 
office without having other ethnic 
groups onboard.”

Ethnicity is an “inevitable” fac-
tor in Afghan politics, she said, 
but the makeup of the presiden-
tial campaigns indicates Afghans 
aren’t looking to be divided again.

Saturday’s ballot comes at a 
critical time for Afghanistan. In-
ternational combat troops are 
planning to leave by the end of the 
year after 12 years of war, and the 
election itself would mark the first 
peaceful, democratic transfer of 
power in Afghanistan’s history.

With so much on the line, con-
cerns about traditional fault lines 
like ethnicity hang over the elec-
tion. All of the major presidential 
candidates — and most of the Tal-
iban — hail from the majority Pa-
shtun heritage, though most of the 
candidates have running mates 
from other ethnic groups.  Afghans 
and observers alike say ethnicity 
as a defining source of division in 
national elections has faded some-
what; many hope for good.

Pashtuns make up 42 percent of 
Afghanistan’s 31 million people, 

while Tajiks account for 27 per-
cent, according to the CIA World 
Factbook. Hazaras and Uzbeks 
account for 9 percent each, with 
other groups comprising the rest.

Ethnicity is more of an issue in 
Afghanistan than it even was in 
Iraq, where fighting between rival 
Muslim sects was often described 
as ethnic-based. In Afghanistan, 
many Pashtuns in the south and 
Dari-speaking Tajiks in the north 
can’t even speak the other lan-
guage. Other Afghan languages, 
such as Uzbek and Turkic are 
even less widely understood. 

Abdullah claims to be half Tajik 
and half Pashtun. Abdullah’s main 
rival, Ashraf Ghani, is a Pashtun 
who has as a running mate Gen. 
Abdul Rashid Dostum, a power-
ful Uzbek ruler accused of war 
crimes.

“All of the teams that are run-
ning represent multi-ethnic, multi-
factional coalitions,” said Graeme 
Smith, a senior analyst with the In-
ternational Crisis Group in Kabul. 
“So even though you have this in-
credibly centralized presidency, 
with very much a winner-takes-all 
system, no one faction in the coun-
try is trying to take all. Which is 
great because the way the system 
is designed you could have had a 
situation where some Tajik can-
didate tries to win the presidency 
for the Tajiks, and that’s just not 
happening.”

While some in Afghanistan 
may still seek to use ethnicity as 
a wedge issue, Abdullah says he 
doubts that such people can once 
again cause major divisions.

“Among the people, there is a 
change, there is a generational 

change,” he told Stars and Stripes 
in an interview at his compound 
in Panjshir. “They see the inter-
ests of the country and their own 
future above these divisions, so 
there are positive changes.”

The sitting president, Hamid 
Karzai, a Pashtun, who defeated 
Abdullah in a disputed election in 
2009, has accused him of trying to 
bring Tajiks to power. While open 
ethnic appeals may not be com-
mon, some portions of candidates’ 
platforms are still interpreted 
through the lens of ethnicity. 

Israr Karimzai, an Afghan 
youth activist, argued that can-
didates, including Abdullah, who 
have advocated for more autono-
my for Afghan provinces are play-
ing “the ethnic card.”

“The new generation doesn’t 
buy that anymore,” he told Stars 
and Stripes. “Our elders are divid-
ed, but the youth are more united. 
There are certain candidates that 
are playing the ethnic card in this 
election, but Afghans have been 
through the process of national 
solidarity and they are aware of 
national interest.”

Homegrown mass media and 
national sports like soccer and 
cricket are among the things that 
have helped to build a sense of na-
tional unity, Karimzai said.

Jandad Spinghar, director of the 
Free and Fair Election Forum of 
Afghanistan, the main indepen-
dent Afghan election monitoring 
organization, said that while eth-
nic issues have faded, especially 
compared with the past, they 
haven’t disappeared altogether. 

A real test will come if, as many 
expect, the election results are 
disputed. 

“It’s, unfortunately, a reality 
in this country,” Spinghar said. 

“Politicians are trying to use 
that.” 

With foreign combat troops de-
parting, the balance of power that
has existed for the past decade
could be shaken, Smith, of the In-
ternational Crisis Group, warned. 

“The sad reality is that over the 
past dozen years, the international
military forces have picked sides
in many of these fights,” he said.
“So our presence changed the
power dynamic in a lot of these
places.”

When invading American 
forces empowered Uzbek militias
in northern Afghanistan to fight
against the Taliban, for example, 
whole villages of Pashtuns moved
away. 

“That’s unfinished business,”
Smith said. “You can’t expect that
pendulum to swing one way and
not swing back. I think there are
some scores to settle here. I think
this is why we really need to work 
at propping up the state because 
there could be serious problems if
we don’t.”
Stars and Stripes reporter Heath Druzin 
contributed to this report.
smith.josh@stripes.com
@joshjonsmith

Ethnic: Makeup of candidates indicates Afghans aren’t looking to be divided again

MIDEAST

 BY RAHIM FAIEZ 
AND AMIR SHAH

The Associated Press

KABUL   — A suicide bomber wearing 
a military uniform struck the heavily for-
tified Interior Ministry compound in the 
heart of Kabul on Wednesday and killed six 
police officers, authorities said, in an esca-
lation of Taliban violence aimed at disrupt-
ing this weekend’s presidential election.

Interior Ministry spokesman Sediq 
Sediqqi said the bomber got through sev-
eral checkpoints to reach the ministry gate 
before detonating his explosives. An Interi-
or Ministry statement said the bomber was 
among other men in uniform entering the 
compound.

Within minutes of the blast, Taliban 
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid claimed 
responsibility for the attack. It came soon 
after he issued an emailed statement to the 
media warning of more violence ahead of 
Saturday’s presidential elections.

Mohammad Karim, who was walking to-
ward the gate to leave the compound, said 
he was blown back by the force of the blast. 
Police then rushed him and others into a 
safe room.

Police officer Baryalai, who like many 
Afghans uses only one name, said the blast 
occurred near a bank that is located close 
to the entrance gate. Police officers collect 
their paychecks at the bank.

Farida Hashimi, a female police com-
mander, wept for the policemen killed in the 
explosion. — including one named Tamim.

“One of the police who died was my 
friend,” she said. “They were all my col-
leagues, but Tamim was my friend, my 
brother.”  

Hashimi criticized the lax security that 
allowed the bomber to walk past three dif-
ferent check posts.

In Mujahid’s earlier warning, he told Af-
ghans to stay away from Saturday’s vote, 
saying election workers and polling centers 
would be targeted. The Interior Ministry 

primarily has responsibility for securing
the elections. Several recent high-profile 
attacks also have threatened to undermine
the results by scaring voters away.

Hashimi said the Interior Ministry ex-
plosion did not bode well for the elections.
Afghans will worry about the ability of Af-
ghanistan’s security officials to protect poll-
ing stations, she said, when they are unable
to protect their own headquarters.

“It will have a very bad effect on the elec-
tions,” Hashemi said. “Or course people 
will wonder how they can keep polling
places safe if a bomber can enter this very
important government compound.”

Earlier Wednesday, an Afghan official
said Taliban gunmen killed nine people, in-
cluding a candidate running for a seat in the
provincial council, who had been abducted
in northern Afghanistan.

Sar-i-Pul Provincial Governor Abdul
Jabar Haqbeen said authorities received 
word that the candidate, Hussain Nazari,
and the others were killed overnight by 
their abductors. They were seized by the
Taliban three days ago while traveling to
the provincial capital. 

Haqbeen said they recovered four bodies 
and one man who was wounded, while the
five other bodies, including the candidate’s, 
were in a remote area and have yet to be
found.

Haqbeen said authorities were told that 
Nazari and two others were beheaded. 

Blast kills 6 at Afghan Interior Ministry 

 JOSH SMITH/Stars and Stripes

Women wave flags  at a rally for Afghan presidential candidate Ashraf 
Ghani in Kabul. Afghans  say they hope the country is moving away 
from the ethnic divisions that have marked politics in the past.

MASSOUD HOSSAINI/AP

Police  guard the main gate  of the Afghan Interior Ministry in Kabul after a suicide 
bomber  struck near the entrance of  the  compound Wednesday.   
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BY ASHLEY ROWLAND 
AND YOO KYONG CHANG

Stars and Stripes

 SEOUL, South Korea — Two 
drone aircraft that crashed in 
South Korean territory —  in-
cluding one believed to have 
flown over the president’s resi-
dence — likely belonged to North 
Korea, government officials said 
Wednesday. 

An unmanned aircraft was 
found Monday on Baengnyeong 
Island, about 10 miles from North 
Korea, following a three-hour ex-
change of artillery fire between 
the two Koreas along their disput-
ed maritime border. It was the sec-
ond drone discovered inside South 
Korea within the past week. 

Their penetration of South Ko-
rean airspace raised questions 
about the nation’s air defense ca-
pabilities at a time when Pyong-
yang is taking a more aggressive 
stance toward the South.

In the last two weeks, North 
Korea has test-fired medium-
range ballistic missiles, threat-
ened to conduct a nuclear test, 

and fired more than 500 artillery 
shells that landed in disputed wa-
ters between the two countries.  

North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un on Tuesday reportedly told 
military officers that his coun-
try’s relations with the United 
States were “grave” and said his 
military will “thoroughly crush 
the hostile U.S. policy against 
the North,” according to South 
Korea’s Yonhap News. Kim’s re-
marks were posted on the state-
run Korean Central News Agency 
website.

The discoveries of the un-
manned aerial vehicles have 
only heightened tensions on the 
peninsula.

The first drone — discovered 
March 24 in Paju, a city near the 
Demilitarized Zone — is believed 
to have flown over and taken pho-
tographs of the Blue House, the 
president’s office and residence 
in Seoul, a spokeswoman said 
Wednesday. Because of security 
restrictions, she could not dis-
cuss whether additional protec-
tion measures were being taken 
at the compound or whether the 

discovery of the drone indicated 
possible lapses in the country’s 
air defense capabilities.

Late Wednesday, South Korean 
defense officials announced their 
interim findings after inspect-
ing the two light-blue aircraft — 
whose paint scheme is similar to 
a North Korean drone displayed 
at a military parade in Pyong-
yang last year.While the drone 
at the parade was longer than a 
vehicle, the aircraft found in Paju 
weighed 33 pounds and was just 
6.3 feet long. The one found on 
Baengnyeong Island was 6 feet 
long and weighed 27.9 pounds,  
South Korea’s Defense Ministry 
said.

The size of the unmanned air-
craft made it easy for them to 
avoid detection, officials said.

“Because they were so small, 
it’s difficult to distinguish them 
by eyesight, and some objects 
that are this small are considered 
birds by radar,” a Blue House 
spokesman said, adding that it 
was “common sense” that they 
would be hard to detect. 

During a press briefing 

Wednesday afternoon, defense 
officials said the drone found in 
Paju had “entry-level” (meaning 
very basic or elementary) tech-
nology, but was equipped with a 
Japanese camera that contained 
images from sites in Seoul and 
northern Gyeonggi province. 

Spokesman Kim Min-seok 
said the drone found in Paju was 
equipped with a small camera 
similar to those used by civil-
ians. Inscribed on the body of the 
drone were the dates “2013. 6. 
25” and “2014. 6. 25,” and North 

Korean-style writing indicat-
ing that the dates showed when 
the drone went into service and
would expire.

Officials don’t know why the
drones crashed, Kim said.

U.S. Forces Korea — which
works closely with the South Ko-
rean military — would not dis-
cuss the matter, saying it does
not comment on operational and
intelligence matters.
rowland.ashley@stripes.com
chang.yookyong@stripes.com
Twitter: @Rowland_Stripes 

BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — The com-
mander of U.S. and U.N. forces in 
Korea told lawmakers Wednesday 
that North Korea has the capabil-
ity to attack the south with “little 
or no warning,” and further bud-
get cuts could hamper the U.S. 
military’s ability to respond.

North Korea has the fourth-
largest military in the world and 
is aggressively enhancing its 
nonconventional capabilities, in-
cluding cyber, according to Army 
Gen. Curtis Scaparrotti, the com-
mander of U.S. Forces Korea. 
Scaparrotti told members of the 
House Armed Services Com-
mittee on Wednesday that North 
Korea’s artillery forces are par-
ticularly worrisome because they 
could pound Seoul, where 23 mil-
lion South Koreans and 50,000 
Americans live.

“The Kim Jong Un regime is 
dangerous and has the capability 
... to attack South Korea with little 
or no warning,” Scaparrotti said.

Tensions on the peninsula have 
heightened after North Korea 
launched about 100 artillery 
shells into South Korean waters 
Monday and America’s South 
Korean allies returned fire. All 
the fired shells landed in the sea 
and no injuries were reported, ac-
cording to South Korean media.

The artillery barrage came 
in the wake of recent North Ko-
rean missile tests and threats 
to conduct another nuclear test. 
Two drone aircraft were found in 
South Korea over the past week, 

and are believed to belong to the 
North, according to South Korean 
officials.

Last year, the U.S. announced 
that it would beef up its missile 
defense capabilities in Fort Gree-
ly, Alaska, due to concerns about 
North Korea’s advancing inter-
continental ballistic missile and 
nuclear programs.

The U.S. has maintained a 
permanent force level of 28,500 
troops in South Korea for years, 
and added another 800 in Janu-
ary with the deployment of a 
rotational Army battalion to the 
peninsula.

Scaparrotti said his forces are 
prepared to counter a North Ko-
rean attack, but he’s concerned 
about the readiness of follow-on 
forces that would be required in 
any prolonged fight. He warned 
about the impact of further bud-
get cuts on the U.S. military’s 
ability to fight a major ground 
war with the North.

“If we were to reduce our Army 
force size based on the [pro-
jected] sequestration [levels of 
420,000] … we would probably be 
challenged in terms of maintain-
ing a long-duration conflict or one 
that included stability operations 
for some time thereafter,” he told 
members of the committee.

North Korea’s recent military 
actions and hostile rhetoric are 
not a new phenomenon. Scapar-
rotti views them as part of a pat-
tern that has been recurring for 
years, especially at this time of 
year when U.S. and South Korean 
forces conduct large-scale joint 

training exercises.
“This is a common strategy with 

North Korea to come out of a peri-
od of calm and to use these types 
of actions to message to both the 
United States, the international 
community and South Korea, and 
also to demonstrate capability,” 
he said. “It’s the normal pattern of 
messaging   displeasure with our 
training, messaging their capa-
bilities, [and] it is something that 
I expected, particularly about the 
March-April time frame.”

Also notable was the absence of 
Air Force Gen. Philip Breedlove, 
the commander of U.S. European 
Command. He was scheduled to 
testify before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee on Tuesday 
and the House Armed Services 
Committee on Wednesday, but 
the Pentagon decided that he 
needed to go back to Europe as 
Russia has tens of thousands of 
troops massed along its border 
with Ukraine after having seized 
control of Crimea. Rep. Buck 
McKeon, R-Calif., the chairman 
of the House Armed Services 
Committee, said Breedlove would 
likely testify later this year.

McKeon said the Ukraine-Rus-
sia crisis is a “sobering reminder” 
of the importance of the Ameri-
can military presence in Europe.

“The question now is how is the 
force [is] positioned and provi-
sioned to prepare us for a new [se-
curity] paradigm,” Breedlove told 
Foreign Policy magazine in an in-
terview published Wednesday.
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

As Koreas exchange missiles, USFK 
commander warns against budget cuts

PACIFIC

South Korea: Crashed drone 
likely belonged to Pyongyang

Courtesy of South Korea Defense

 Officials inspect the undercarriage of a drone believed to have flown 
over and taken photographs of the Blue House, the South Korean 
president’s office and residence in Seoul.
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BY ERIK SLAVIN

Stars and Stripes

 TOKYO — U.S. remarks in 
support of a Philippine marines 
outpost on a disputed reef are “ir-
responsible,” and Manila’s inter-
national court claim on islands in 
the South China Sea has “seriously 
damaged” bilateral relations, Chi-
nese officials said this week.

The terse remarks traded be-
tween diplomats came in advance 
of Defense Secretary Chuck Ha-
gel’s trip to Hawaii to talk with 
representatives from Southeast 
Asian nations — several of which 
dispute China’s claim to roughly 
90 percent of the South China Sea 
and its included islands. Hagel is 
scheduled to fly to Japan, Mongo-
lia and China afterward.

Chinese officials in Beijing 
and Manila lashed out Tuesday 
against the Philippines for filing a 
4,000-page memorial — akin to an 
opening argument — at the inter-
national Permanent Court of Arbi-
tration in The Hague on March 30. 
The memorial argues that a Chi-
nese map commonly known as the 
“9-dash line map,” which Beijing 
uses to assert control over about 
90 percent of the South China Sea, 
violates international law.

“After the Philippine side initi-
ated the arbitration, the Chinese 
side promptly made its position 
clear that China does not accept 
the arbitration,” said Sun Xiang-
yang, charge d’affaires of the 
Chinese Embassy in Manila on 
Tuesday. “What the Philippine 
side did seriously damages bilat-
eral relations with China.”

Both countries are signatories 
to the United Nations Convention 

on the Law of the Sea. However, 
Sun said the dispute over South 
China Sea territories falls outside 
the framework of the convention.

The court cannot rule on the 
sovereignty of hundreds of rocks, 
reefs and islands within the sea — 
most of which are valuable for the 
projected billions of dollars worth 
of energy resources and fisheries 
in their nearby waters. 

But the court can rule on wheth-
er several of the oft-submerged is-
lands are actually considered land. 
If they are not, the areas could re-
vert to the Philippines’ exclusive 
economic zone, under generally 
accepted interpretations of inter-
national law. Vietnam, Malaysia, 
Brunei, Indonesia and autono-

mous Taiwan could all use similar 
arguments against China if the 
Philippine claim is successful.

Chinese officials also spoke out 
against a recent resupply mis-
sion of a rusting Philippine ship 
grounded at the disputed Second 
Thomas Shoal, located about 120 
miles west of the Philippine island 
of Palawan. The shoal has been 
garrisoned since 1999 by Philip-
pine marines stationed aboard the 
ship.

Chinese ships attempted to block 
a Philippine vessel from resupply-
ing the marines on Saturday, but 
were unsuccessful.

On Monday, State Department 
deputy spokeswoman Marie Harf 
told reporters in Washington that 
the Chinese attempt at obstruction 
was “a provocative and destabiliz-
ing action.”

“This action raises tensions and 
is inconsistent with the important 
principle of freedom of naviga-
tion,” Harf said.

Although the U.S. takes no po-
sition on the sovereignty of the 
islands, Assistant Secretary of 
State Daniel Russel told Congress 
in February that the U.S. supports 
The Philippines’ right to seek in-
ternational arbitration.

When asked about Harf’s com-
ments, China Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Hong Lei said,  “It is 
without any doubt that the Philip-
pine side is the one who provokes 
and makes troubles.

“We urge the U.S. to respect 
facts, stop making irresponsible 
remarks and cease to encourage 
the provocative and risky actions 
of relevant country,” Hong said.
slavin.erik@stripes.com
Twitter:@eslavin_stripes

 The Associated Press

ABOARD BRP SIERRA 
MADRE, Spratly Islands  — On 
board the crumbling carcass of 
this World War II-era warship, 
Filipino marine 1st Lt. Mike 
Pelotera and his eight men make 
their way to a mid-level deck to 
raise the Philippine flag up a lean-
ing pole and then salute it. Across 
the calm, turquoise waters, two 
Chinese coast guard ships lurk, 
looking on.

Its hull riddled with holes and 
rust, the BRP Sierra Madre has 
become a fragile symbol of the 
Philippines’ claim to Second 
Thomas Shoal, a  5-mile -long sub-
merged coral outcrop that has 
been disputed by China and the 
Philippines for years. 

The Philippine navy inherited 
the former U.S. tank-landing ship 
USS Harnett County in 1976, and 
ran it deliberately aground at Sec-
ond Thomas Shoal in 1999.

A Chinese frigate and maritime 
surveillance ships arrived last 
year to press China’s claim to the 
shoal, which is believed to be sit-
ting atop undersea oil and gas re-

serves. The move was an example
of China’s increasing assertive-
ness in the South China Sea, some-
thing that is alarming the United 
States, Manila’s longtime ally.

Analysts say China’s strategy is
to slowly take possession of islands 
and outcrops in the South China
Sea, using intimidation where
necessary but avoiding any major
confrontation. Its military might
and economic dominance in the
region mean it can push its weight
around with little fear.

Second Thomas Shoal and the 
nearby Spratly Islands lie about
 700 miles  from southern China.
China’s Foreign Ministry says
Beijing has “indisputable sover-
eignty” over the shoal.

The Sierra Madre is now ef-
fectively a shipwreck, but the
Philippine military has not de-
commissioned it. That makes the
ship an extension of the govern-
ment and means any attack on
the ship is tantamount to an as-
sault against the Philippines. The
Chinese ships are around 5 miles
 from the outpost, clearly visible to
those onboard. 

Washington, Beijing spar over 
Philippines’ China Sea dispute

BULLIT MARQUEZ/AP

Protesters  rally outside the 
Chinese consulate  in Makati city 
east of Manila, Philippines, on 
Wednesday .

BULLIT MARQUEZ/AP

 The dilapidated Philippine Navy ship LT 57, the  BRP Sierra Madre , 
with Philippine troops deployed on board, is anchored off Second 
Thomas Shoal,  known as Ayungin Shoal,  in the South China Sea. 

Old American ship home to 
Filipinos in China standoff
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BY SLOBODAN LEKIC

Stars and Stripes

 NATO will continue to cooper-
ate with Russia on projects re-
lated to Afghanistan, despite the 
alliance’s vow to suspend most 
ties with Moscow because of its 
annexation of Crimea, diplomats 
said Wednesday.

Meanwhile, NATO’s top official 
warned that Russia would com-
mit a “historic mistake” if it in-
vaded Ukraine.

On Tuesday, NATO foreign 
ministers decided to suspend all 
“practical” military and civil-
ian cooperation with Russia in 
protest over its annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimea Peninsula. The 
United States and the European 
Union previously announced a 
series of sanctions targeting Rus-
sian officials and institutions and 
threatened to strengthen those 
measures if Russia moved into 
eastern Ukraine.

Secretary-General Anders 
Fogh Rasmussen reiterated that 
there was no sign the Russian 
army was reducing its buildup 
along Ukraine’s eastern border.

“If Russia were to intervene 
further in Ukraine ... that would 
lead to further international iso-
lation of Russia, it would have 
far-reaching consequences for 
relations between Russia and the 
Western world. It would be a mis-
calculation with huge strategic 
implications,” he told reporters 
at the end of a two-day meeting of 
foreign ministers in Brussels.

The ministers from NATO’s 
28 member states decided to 
strengthen the defenses of alli-
ance members that feel menaced 
by Russia’s buildup. They also 
said the alliance would boost 
cooperation with Ukraine to 
strengthen that nation’s defense 
capabilities.

The U.S. has deployed six F-15 
fighters to reinforce air patrols 
over the Baltics, along with 12 F-
16s to Poland. It also dispatched 

a destroyer, the USS Truxtun, to 
take part in exercises with allies 
in the Black Sea.

“And more U.S. support is 
on the way,” Secretary of State 
John Kerry said Monday without 
elaborating.

Moscow has said it has no inten-
tion of invading eastern Ukraine 
and has dismissed suggestions 
that its forces represent a threat 
to any NATO nation. On Tuesday, 
Russian Defense Minister Sergei 
Shoigu said Russia wanted a po-
litical settlement to the crisis.

NATO reacted in a similar way 
to Russia’s incursion into Georgia 
in 2008. The alliance cut ties with 
Russia and declared there could 
be no business as usual with Mos-
cow. That freeze lasted for more 
than a year but was quietly aban-
doned as cooperation with Mos-
cow intensified in Afghanistan 
and elsewhere.

Diplomats attending the talks 
in Brussels said the current 
suspensions would likely affect 
joint counterterrorism exercises, 
naval anti-piracy patrols and co-

operation in coping with natural 
disasters.

They would not affect coop-
eration with Russia in the Afghan 
War, said a senior envoy who 
spoke on customary condition of 
anonymity. 

NATO would continue using 
a key overland supply route 
through Russia for its forces in 
Afghanistan known as the North-
ern Distribution Network, which 
carried about 40 percent of all al-
liance supplies to Afghanistan in 
2013. The rail route, leading from 
northern Afghanistan to Poland 
and the Baltic nations, is consid-
ered crucial because it is safer 
than the ambush-prone alterna-
tive route through Pakistan. 

The diplomat said coopera-
tion in equipping and training 
the Afghan air force in the use of 
Russian helicopters also would 
continue, as would joint efforts to 
fight the Afghan drugs trade.

“These are issues that are vital 
to both sides, so it’s natural to 
continue working together,” the 
official said.

In Washington, a Defense De-
partment official said there had 
been no problems with Russia 
when it came to moving freight 
through the northern route since 
the outbreak of the Ukraine 
crisis.

“Everything is flowing well,” 
said the official, who asked not to 
be identified because he was not 
authorized to speak to the media 
on this topic.

But he noted that even if the 
Russians did cut off the supply 
route, “it wouldn’t stop our opera-
tions in Afghanistan, but it would 
be more expensive … and more 
challenging” to ship via other 
routes. 

Unlike for NATO as a whole, 
only about a quarter of all sup-
plies for U.S. forces in Afghani-
stan flow through the northern 
route, according to the Pentagon.

Stars and Stripes reporter Jon Harper 
in Washington contributed to this 
report.
lekic.slobodan@stripes.com
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He was instead sent back to Europe to deal 
with the Ukraine situation.

Russian President Vladimir Putin report-
edly had ordered a partial withdrawal of forces 
amassed near eastern Ukraine, but Breedlove of-
fered a strikingly different assessment.

“I must tell you that we do not see that yet,” 
Breedlove said in the interview. “We are look-
ing for it, and we have not seen movements to the 
rear.”

Moscow maintains its troops have been sent 
to the border for military exercises, but Breed-
love told Foreign Policy that the troops were so 
well equipped that they could cross into eastern 
Ukraine within 12 hours and take control within 
several days. Breedlove said Russia had deployed 
“the whole package” to the border, including he-
licopters and attack aircraft, as well as jamming 

systems and cyber assets.
The crisis is helping Breedlove make the case 

that no further cuts to U.S. forces in Europe should 
be made. In fact, he said, the military presence in 
Europe should be rethought altogether in light of 
what has unfolded in recent weeks.

A Pentagon review of infrastructure due this 
summer will recommend a number of reductions 
across Europe, Foreign Policy reported. Defense 
officials have declined to say how the events of 
recent weeks may affect that review’s findings.

Breedlove has acknowledged that there is 
excess infrastructure for U.S. basing, but is ad-
amant that the U.S. must endeavor to do a com-
prehensive examination of how the military is 
deployed throughout Europe.

“The question now is how is the force posi-
tioned and provisioned to prepare us for a new 
paradigm,” he said.

BY CHRIS CARROLL

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Unit-
ed States is sending 175 more
Marines to Romania to extend
the U.S. military’s ability to re-
spond to crises around the re-
gion, the Pentagon announced
Wednesday.

Nearly 300 Marines are al-
ready present on a rotational 
basis at the Mihail Kogalniceanu
Air Base as part of the Black Sea 
rotational force. 

The newly arriving troops, set
to depart in coming days from 
Camp Lejeune, N.C., will be part
of the Special Purpose Marine
Air-Ground Task Force head-
quartered in Moron, Spain.

The Marine unit — which will 
increase in size from 500 to 675
troops — is tasked by U.S. Af-
rica Command, but could be
used elsewhere in the region if
needed, Pentagon spokesman
Col. Steve Warren told reporters
Wednesday.

The move is unrelated to the
recent confrontation between
Ukraine and Russia over the 
Crimean Peninsula, he said.

“We’ve been planning on send-
ing these 175 to Romania for the
last several months,” Warren
said. 

“The reason is positioning forc-
es in different locations allows 
greater flexibility. It’s strictly an
operational decision.”

The United States has sought
authorization to add up to 600
 troops to the approximately
1,000 now stationed at what the
U.S. military calls the MK Air 
Base in Romania.
carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

UKRAINE UNREST

Breedlove: Ukraine crisis may modify Europe needs

US plans to 
send more 
Marines to 
Romania

NATO makes exception to Russia vow
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 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  —  President 
Barack Obama boasted Tuesday 
that 7.1 million people have signed 
up for the health care law, an un-
expected comeback after a disas-
trous rollout sent his poll numbers 
plummeting and stirred fears 
among Democrats facing re-elec-
tion this fall. 

 A late wave of enrollments 
pushed sign-ups higher than crit-
ics and even the White House had 
believed possible. Still, the admin-
istration hasn’t determined how 
many of those people have closed 
the deal by paying their first 
month’s premiums. Also unclear 
is how many were previously un-
insured — the real test of Obama’s 
health care overhaul. The law also 
expanded coverage for low-income 
people through Medicaid, but only 
about half of the states have agreed 
to implement that option.

The administration also hasn’t 
yet released an updated demo-

graphic breakdown of enrollees, 
such as the number of younger 
people whose participation is criti-
cal to the law’s success.

The late enrollment surge may 
do little to change the political dy-
namics heading into the midterm 
elections, particularly for Demo-
crats running in conservative 
states where the health law and the 
president himself remain deeply 
unpopular. Even Obama’s advis-
ers acknowledge that the public’s 
views on the law are unlikely to 
shift significantly between now 
and November.

Still, with millions of people 
now receiving health benefits 
under the law, Democrats see 
an opportunity to undercut Re-
publicans still pushing to repeal 
“Obamacare.” GOP lawmakers, 
wary of overplaying their political 
hand, are indeed grappling with 
whether to press forward with 
repeal or narrow their focus on 
replacing the law with different 

health measures.
In a preview of his party’s mid-

term messaging, Obama declared 
that while the health law isn’t per-
fect, “the Affordable Care Act is 
here to stay.”

“Why are folks working so hard 
for people to not have health insur-
ance? Why are they so mad about 
the idea of people having health 
insurance?” he asked a group of 
administration officials and sup-
portive members of Congress in 
the White House Rose Garden.

Underscoring his point, Obama 
quoted from letters he said he had 
received from people helped by 
the law. Republicans responded 
in a new round of their own quotes 
from people complaining about 
rapidly rising rates.

“The band may be playing in 
the White House, but hearts aren’t 
light for Americans struggling to 
afford Obamacare’s higher costs,” 
said a release from the Senate Re-
publican Communications Center. 

 BY ANDREW TAYLOR

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — House Re-
publicans are pressing ahead with 
a slashing plan to try to balance 
the budget within 10 years, rely-
ing on big decreases in health care 
programs for the middle class and 
the poor, as well as tax increases 
and Medicare cuts engineered by 
President Barack Obama.

The GOP fiscal plan by House 
Budget Committee Chairman 
Paul Ryan, R-Wis., promises $5.1 
trillion in spending cuts — and 
unorthodox accounting incorpo-
rating the pro-growth effects of 
deficit cuts — to formulate a bud-
get plan that brings the govern-
ment’s chronically unbalanced 
books into the black by 2024.

Ryan promises to balance the 
government’s books with  cuts to 
programs such as food stamps 
and government-paid health care 
for the poor and working class. It’s 
a nonstarter with Obama but pol-
ishes the GOP’s supply-side brand 
heading into midterm elections 
likely to be determined by the 
core voters of either party.

The measure should ease 
through the House budget panel 
on Wednesday but could face re-
sistance during floor debate next 
week since it embraces higher 
spending for agency budgets in 
2015, as negotiated between Ryan 
and Senate Budget Committee 
Chairwoman Patty Murray, D-
Wash., in December. Sixty-two 
House Republicans opposed the 
Ryan-Murray pact, and many of 
them need to come around if its 
successor is going to pass next 
week.

The legislation promises to 

serve more as a political and pol-
icy statement by House Repub-
licans than a realistic attempt to 
engage Obama and Democrats, 
who control the Senate, in any 
serious effort to further cut the
deficit. Election-year politics are
in play, as are entrenched differ-
ences over spending and taxes. 
Senate Democrats already have
announced they will not advance a 
budget this year, but Ryan pitched
his budget as a party-defining
document outlining where Repub-
licans would take the nation if they 
return to power.

“It is not just enough for us to be
an opposition party,” Ryan said.
“We need to be a proposition party.
We need to be the alternative party. 
And we need to show the country
the right way forward to get this 
economy growing, to get our bud-
get, our fiscal house in order.”

At issue is the arcane congres-
sional budget process, which
employs a nonbinding measure
known as a budget resolution to set
forth goals for future taxes, spend-
ing and deficits. Follow-up legisla-
tion is usually limited to one-year 
appropriations bills rather than
more difficult measures to deal
with the government’s long-term
fiscal challenges, which are fueled
by spiraling health care costs and
the retirement of the baby boom
generation. 

While repealing the benefits of
“Obamacare,” Ryan would pre-
serve its tax increases and cuts to
providers, including cuts to pri-
vate insurers under the Medicare
Advantage program. Republicans 
have attacked Democrats for the
Medicare cuts used to finance the 
new health care law. 

 BY ALICIA A. CALDWELL

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — The latest embarrass-
ing episode involving a drunken U.S. Secret 
Service agent overseas for a presidential 
trip was an isolated incident, Secret Service 
Director Julia Pierson said Tuesday.

Pierson and Homeland Security Secre-

tary Jeh Johnson met with senators from 
the Senate Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs Committee to talk about the 
incident involving an agent found drunk in 
a hotel in the Netherlands last month.

Johnson spent about 15 minutes with the 
lawmakers while Pierson answered ques-
tions in the closed-door meeting for about 
an hour. Homeland Security said Johnson 

went to the meeting to show his support for 
Pierson.

In her written statement, Pierson told 
lawmakers she has “made clear to the en-
tire workforce that I will not tolerate un-
professional behavior or misconduct at any 
level — both on and off duty.”

“I remain committed to swiftly and vig-
orously addressing any instances of mis-

conduct that are brought to my attention
and have instructed my senior staff to do 
the same,” Pierson said. 

“In addition to instituting and clearly 
communicating a zero-tolerance policy
when it comes to misconduct, I recognize
the need to put equal weight on continu-
ously improving our human capital policies 
and practices.” 

House GOP plan 
seeks health cuts 
to balance budget

US Secret Service chief seeks to reassure senators after latest misconduct

CAROLYN KASTER/AP

President Barack Obama, with Vice President Joe Biden, speaks  Tuesday at the White House  .

Health care sign-ups surge 
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NATION

 BY MANUEL VALDES 
AND LISA BAUMANN

The Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Wash . — Flood-
waters are receding at the site of 
a massive mudslide that crushed 
a rural Washington state com-
munity, allowing crews to expand 
their search and yielding more 
human remains in areas that pre-
viously couldn’t be reached. The 
views presented Tuesday on a 
media tour were chilling: shred-
ded homes and twisted cars.

More than 10 days after a 
large section of a rain-soaked 
hill crashed down on a neighbor-
hood in the small community of 
Oso, teams with cadaver dogs 
are still sifting through debris 
and soil to determine exactly 
how many people died in the 
March 22 mudslide.

The mudslide had dammed up 
the North Fork of the Stillagua-
mish River, causing water to pool. 
Heavy rain last week added to the 
flooding.

On Tuesday, the weather was 
dry and sunny again. With the 
rain stopped, at least for a few 
days, the floodwaters are reced-
ing, which is allowing more crews 
to switch from water pumping to 
searching.

 Here are some facts and obser-
vations in one of the worst natural 
disasters to hit Washington state 
in this century:

 The dead

Officials have so far confirmed 
the deaths of 28 people. They 
range in age from 4-month-old So-
noah Heustis to Lewis F. Vanden-
burg, 71. A total of 20 people are 

missing. They range in age from 
Brooke Sillers, 2, to Bonnie J. Gul-
likson, 91.  

The mudslide site

From a vantage point about a 
mile  from the collapsed hillside, 
the magnitude of the slide is chill-
ing, even if only a part of it can 
be seen. Where there was a state 
highway, there’s now a bed of mud 
and debris as much as 80 feet  deep 
in some spots.  

“The mountain didn’t slide like 
an avalanche that starts at the top 
and slides down,” said Lt. Richard 
Burke, a firefighter and incident 
spokesman. “It actually blew out at 
the bottom. And all of that energy, 
because of the weight on top of it, 
blew across the river and brought 
all that water and material in it.”

The valley then channeled 

the slide like a bowl.
“Like a big soup bowl, it kind 

of sloshed up the bank and came 
back down,” Burke said.

Nothing has yet been removed 
from the field. The debris is con-
taminated with remains of septic 
tanks and other “contaminants” 
found in cars and garages. Crews 
have begun piling up trees and 
house items in different sections, 
Burke added.

Search effort division supervi-
sor Steve Harris said, “Cars and 
propane tanks and all the things 
people have around their homes is 
in the debris mix. ”

 Search for remains

Crews are being careful in their 
search for human remains. Harris 
said boats with sonar are among 
the pieces of equipment put to use. 

“We’ve been able to channel 
the water,” Burke said. “We got
less folks controlling the water
and more folks with their hands
on the ground. And that’s what we 
need.”   

Financial costs

Washington Gov. Jay Inslee 
says the mudslide caused about 
$10 million in damage to homes
destroyed in the slide area and
their contents. He estimates fur-
ther costs of $32.1 million for 
search and recovery efforts, and 
to remove all the debris. But he
says the costs could go higher. 

How long to search?

Harris said, “From what I’ve
seen, it’s going to take a long 
time.” 

 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Reeling 
from allegations by federal pros-
ecutors that he knew about the 
dirty tricks that helped him get 
elected four years ago, District 
of Columbia Mayor Vincent Gray 
tried to rally his base. But his core 
supporters weren’t nearly enough, 
as a scandal-weary electorate ral-
lied behind a much-younger chal-
lenger who promised honest and 
ethical leadership.

D.C. Councilmember Muriel 

Bowser defeated Gray in Tues-
day’s Democratic mayoral pri-
mary, leaving Gray to serve nine 
months as a lame duck with po-
tential criminal charges hanging 
over his head.

The defining moment of the 
election occurred three weeks 
earlier in a courtroom. Federal 
prosecutors say Gray knew about 
an illegal $668,000 slush fund 
that helped him defeat incum-
bent Adrian Fenty in 2010. Five 
people involved with his previous 
campaign have pleaded guilty to 

felonies, and the new allegations 
surfaced as part of a plea deal for 
the businessman who provided 
the illegal funds. 

 The Democratic primary win-
ner has gone on to win every 
mayoral election in the district, 
where 75 percent of registered 
voters are Democrats. But Bows-
er will face a credible challenger 
this November: independent D.C. 
Councilmember David Catania, 
46, a former Republican who has 
championed progressive causes 
since leaving the party in 2004. 

 The Associated Press

EWING, Mo.  — Nearly two 
dozen students were injured after 
their school bus overturned along 
a rural road northeast Missouri.

The Missouri Highway Patrol 
sa id the bus rolled into a ditch 

along a two-lane road Tuesday 
afternoon near Ewing, which is 
about 125 miles northwest of St. 
Louis. No other vehicles were 
involved.

The patrol sa id 18 students 
suffered minor injuries and five 
were more seriously hurt.

Lewis County Sheriff David 
Parrish sa id the driver and most 
of the students were treated at 
hospitals and released Tuesday. 
He sa id “a few” students re-
main hospitalized but that none 
of their injuries appears to be 
life-threatening. 

 BY CHANNING JOSEPH

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO  — The win-
ner of one of the largest Power-
ball jackpots in history has finally 
come forward — but he still hasn’t 
quite revealed his identity.

B. Raymond Buxton, a North-
ern California man, waited more 
than a month to accept his prize on 
Tuesday at the California Lottery 
headquarters in Sacramento.

In a photo taken after he 
claimed the money on Tuesday, 
Buxton was covering his face 
with an oversize check for $425 
million. Perhaps the only clue to 
his identity was his unusual shirt, 
which featured a picture of the 
Star Wars character Yoda and 
read, “Luck of the Jedi I have.”

“He really wants to live a pri-
vate life as best he can,” Buxton’s 
publicist Sam Singer told The As-
sociated Press. “He was a solidly 
middle-class American, and today 
he is a solidly wealthy one.”

Buxton is hoping to remain out 
of the limelight and doesn’t want 
to speak directly to the media,
Singer said. He also won’t reveal 
his age, address or what he did
for a living until his very recent 
retirement.

One reason that Buxton waited
to come forward on April 1 — 
April Fool’s Day — is simply that
he has a healthy sense of humor,
Singer said. “He still can’t be-
lieve it’s not a prank on him. But
the reality is Ray Buxton is the
winner.”

Another reason is that Buxton
has been working since February
with an attorney and financial
adviser to establish new bank ac-
counts, set up a charity and sort 
out tax issues. 

Buxton bought the sole winning 
ticket for the Feb. 19 drawing at 
the Dixon Landing Chevron sta-
tion in the San Francisco Bay
Area city of Milpitas, about 10 
miles north of San Jose. 

STEVE BOHNSTEDT, QUINCY (ILL.) HERALD WHIG/AP

A tow truck, firetruck and emergency response personnel work on the scene of an overturned school 
bus near the rural northeast town of Ewing, Mo., on Tuesday .

CALIFORNIA LOTTERY/AP

 Powerball winner B. Raymond Buxton hold s a check for $425 
million on Tuesday  in Sacramento, Calif.  

$425 million Powerball 
winner wants privacy

23 are hurt in Mo. school bus accident

Scandal-weary voters give DC mayor the boot

Receding floodwaters aid mudslide search
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 BY TRUDY RUBIN

Philadelphia Inquirer

Dear President Obama: Last week, 
you were superbusy in Europe, 
warning Vladimir Putin not to 
invade eastern Ukraine.

Meanwhile, Moscow’s takeover of Crimea 
is a done deal, and there’s even more wor-
rying stuff going on elsewhere. Your CIA 
chief, John Brennan, just told a House panel 
that al-Qaida central is now using Syrian 
territory to train Western jihadis to attack 
Europe and America.

In Afghanistan (remember Afghani-
stan?), Taliban bombers are threatening 
this week’s elections. They are getting help 
from the intelligence services of our sup-
posed ally, Pakistan, even as we prepare 
to exit the country. Equally worrying, the 
Pakistani Taliban are wreaking havoc in-
side nuclear-armed Pakistan, whose gov-
ernment has no apparent strategy to counter 
them — except to beg for peace.

There’s a link between all these head-
aches, and you sometimes seem to get it, but 
your foreign policy doesn’t reflect that un-
derstanding. Isn’t it time your team started 
connecting the dots?

We know you hoped the world had en-
tered a new era in the 21st century in which 
nations could solve messy problems by di-
plomacy, not force. Putin put an end to such 
illusions. As they say in the military, “It is 
what it is,” and your foreign policy has to 
adjust.

You were correct to say last week in Bel-
gium that Russia isn’t our top geopolitical 
threat (listen up, Mitt Romney). You are 
also right that Russia is only a “regional 
power” that mainly threatens its immedi-
ate neighbors (though your public insults to 
Putin could make him more aggressive).

You also said you were “much more con-
cerned when it comes to our security with 
the prospect of a nuclear weapon going off 
in Manhattan.” In other words, the biggest 
threat to the United States is the possibility 
that jihadis could access nuclear weapons. 
Yet that threat is expanding on your watch.

Over the last two years, a new jihadi safe 
haven has emerged in large areas of east-
ern Syria stretching through western Iraq. 
Thousands of foreign jihadis have poured 
into the area, including about 1,200 Ameri-
can and European Muslims .

Yet for the last two years, as moderate 
Syrian rebel groups lost ground to bet-
ter-armed jihadis, you refused to confront 
reality in Syria. You clung to a diplomatic 

strategy that depended on Putin to persuade 
his ally, Syrian President Bashar Assad, to 
stand down.  Your officials still insist that 
only diplomacy can end the conflict, but 
such diplomacy still depends on Russia. As 
Putin’s move on Crimea should have made 
obvious, the Russian isn’t moved by appeals 
to international law.

The only thing that might grab Putin’s at-
tention and compel him to bargain would be 
a shift in the playing field — if it looked as 
if Assad’s fortunes were declining. Achiev-
ing that would require you to greenlight 
delivery of portable anti-aircraft systems 
that vetted Syrian rebel groups could use to 
shoot down Assad’s planes and helicopters 
— which rain missiles and “barrel bombs” 
on civilians. 

Yet your team is still haggling over wheth-
er to approve delivery of even a handful of 
such weapons. Yes, there is a risk that some 
might go astray, but that can be addressed 
by designing careful controls, which vetted 
rebel groups are ready to agree to.

If you remain paralyzed, Assad looks 
certain to retain power in the coastal part 
of the country and a belt that includes the 
major cities. The rest of Syria will remain a 
failed state, giving jihadis a safe haven from 
which to destabilize Iraq, Jordan and Leb-

anon, and to threaten Israel — along with 
the West. Think of it as a new Afghanistan
on the Mediterranean that shares a border
with Turkey, a NATO nation.

Meantime, Afghanistan trembles under 
Taliban attack as U.S. forces exit. Next door,
Pakistan’s weak government and uncertain
military fail to halt the growth of jihadi
terrorism in their nuclear-armed country.
One could imagine some of those Pakistani 
weapons someday finding their way to the
new Syrian jihadistan.

So if you really believe nuclear terror-
ism is America’s number one security chal-
lenge, Mr. President, you can no longer 
dither over Syria.

You’ve sensibly said the United States
won’t use force against the Russians, even if
Putin invades eastern Ukraine. In this case,
we must play a long game, using economic
and energy tools to constrain the Russian 
leader.

But on Syria, it’s long past time to take a
lesson from Putin and back diplomacy with
power. To smash the new terrorist strong-
hold in Syria will take more than sending
meals-ready-to-eat to moderate rebels.
Tough talk is no substitute for deeds.
Trudy Rubin is a columnist and editorial board 
member for the Philadelphia Inquirer. 

Obama must face terrorism realities

 BY ADAM MINTER

Bloomberg News

What would the friendly skies 
look like if you could use your 
cellphone on flights in U.S. 
airspace? On Wednesday, com-

ments closed on a proposed Department of 
Transportation rule that would continue 
the long-standing U.S. ban on in-flight use 
of cellphones, and the response was over-
whelming and predictable. “Increased con-
flict and misery,” predicted one of the 1,760 
respondents. “Violence on the aircraft,” sur-
mised another. Members of Congress seem 
to agree: In February, a House Committee 
voted to require the DOT to issue a ban, 
never mind the public comments.

The sentiment is understandable, emo-
tional and entirely irrational. Currently, 
more than 4,000 planes globally have been 
outfitted with Wi-Fi and cellular service, 
and the experiences of airlines and civil 
aviation authorities suggest that phones are 

no more detrimental to a safe in-flight expe-
rience than free wine and beer on interna-
tional flights. 

Take, for example, Emirates, the Dubai-
based international carrier that — according 
to its comments filed with the DOT — has 
offered “in-flight voice connectivity” since 
2008. During that period, passengers have 
made more than 1 million calls on their own 
phones with “only two negative complaints 
registered to date.” Strikingly, of the users 
of the service, the third most frequent, ac-
cording to Emirates, are Americans.

This is not just the self-serving rational-
ization of an airline hoping to earn the right 
to earn extra fees from passengers stuck on 
long-haul flights. The results are supported 
by data obtained during a 2012 Federal Avi-
ation Administration study of 11 civil avia-
tion authorities around the world that allow 
in-flight calling. The conclusions, far from 
suggesting an in-flight battlefield, reveal a 
far more benign picture: 

In all likelihood, the cost of in-flight calls 
is likely to be the most effective curb on the 

chaotic cabin environment that critics fear.
To make calls, passengers will be routed
through on-board call stations that don’t
interfere with plane communications and 
which — not coincidentally — allow airlines
to charge handsomely for the privilege of
calling in-flight to arrange your airport
pickup. It’s the very reason why, for ex-
ample, the in-seat satellite phones that ap-
peared on U.S. airplanes in the early 1990s
never became an in-flight problem: Rates
could exceed $3 per minute.

 Due to the U.S. ban, the more than 20
airlines that allow in-flight voice calls must 
currently shut down those services when 
they enter U.S. airspace. So far, at least,
there’s absolutely no evidence that such
flights are any more safe or placid over
Virginia than they are over France. In fact,
they’re probably just more inconvenient 
and less profitable.
Adam Minter is a regular contributor to 
Bloomberg View based in Shanghai and the 
author of “Junkyard Planet,” a book on the global 
recycling industry. 

US should lift ban on phone-friendly skies

OPINION

PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS/AP

 President Barack Obama looks back as he boards Air Force One at Ramstein Air Base, 
Germany, on Saturday  on his way back to Washington after a weeklong trip abroad.
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 BY NOAH COBURN 
AND RONALD E. NEUMANN 

U.S. strategic interests will be 
enormously affected by the out-
come of Afghanistan’s presiden-
tial elections. With the vote for 

Hamid Karzai’s replacement looming, as 
well as elections for provincial councils, 
it is time to set realistic expectations and 
make sure our actions relate to our inter-
ests. Informed, patient diplomacy by the 
United States would go far in ensuring that 
the substantial gains made in Afghanistan 
over the past decade, at great cost, are not 
lost due to haste.

Regardless of the efforts of the interna-
tional community or the improving elec-
toral bodies in Afghanistan, the April 5 
elections will be corrupt, filled with fraud 
and marred by violence. Election officials 
and monitors have been targeted. Paradoxi-
cally, that reflects the success of the previ-
ous four elections in Afghanistan. Local 
power brokers, commanders and the Tal-
iban are so invested in the electoral system 
and the resources that it generates that they 
are using both legitimate and illegitimate 
approaches to win or disrupt the voting.

At this point, the United States needs to 
understand that what is most important in 
these upcoming elections is Afghanistan’s 
long-term stability. That is best achieved 
through a peaceful transfer of power to a 
new president with authority recognized 
broadly by Afghans. Democracy is, of 
course, important, and beyond a point its 
neglect would undermine stability, but the 
priority should not be on holding perfect 
elections. 

Afghans are likely to tolerate many types 
of procedural irregularities and small-scale 
fraud. Widespread violence and a break-
down of the tenuous political balance are 
likely only if these manipulations are seen 
as overtly propelling into office a candi-
date with little national support. Instead, 
Afghans are primarily preparing for both a 
national and, through provincial elections, 
local long-term renegotiation of political 
power. This is the challenge that the inter-
national community needs to focus on.

The power transfer started by these elec-
tions is likely to take months. A run-off is 
likely. Time will be needed to resolve dis-
puted vote counts. Karzai needs an honor-

able exit, but he must exit. New ministers 
and governors will be appointed. Power 
brokers are working to deliver votes to re-
affirm their local authority. Even the most 
democratic-looking youth groups have 
been largely co-opted by the political elite 
into these machinations to trade votes for 
influence with several potential bidders.

The United States and other interna-
tional actors need to shape their initial 
response carefully in the days after the 
voting. For example, turnout is not likely 

to say much about the long-term effects of 
these elections. In an honor-based system, 
accusations of fraud are an attack on one’s 
prestige as much as on his politics, which 
will lead to more such accusations. These 
reports are not as important as whether 
leaders decide to use these complaints as 
political tools in an attempt to overturn the 
elections.

How the international community re-
sponds to such accusations is critical. 
The initial U.S. response should be more 

focused on maintaining calm than on as-
sessing how free the elections were; it 
should leave space for Afghan reactions to 
dominate. All of the political steps that are 
bound to follow Saturday’s voting must be
Afghan-driven, but that does not contra-
dict the need for a strong U.S. diplomatic 
role in maintaining the peace. 

Afghan voters and leaders still care 
deeply about whether their political sys-
tem appears democratic to outside ob-
servers, and they care about electing a 
leader the international community will
do business with. Many will seek to know 
whom the United States “really supports.” 
While the Obama administration should
remain neutral, we should not expect our
show of neutrality to be believed. It would
also have an effect if U.S. officials were 
to speak strongly against a candidate, as 
many Afghans would not vote for someone 
whose election would mean the end of U.S.
or international aid. Washington would be
wise to prepare for a role as a quiet referee 
and potential mediator in the negotiations 
over fraud that is likely to emerge.

This will be even more challenging
given the recent attacks on the Serena 
Hotel, where many international moni-
tors were staying, and the Kabul election
headquarters. Monitors are essential to re-
assure both the international community 
and Afghans that the voting has been the
decisive element in the selection of the new
president.

It will take generations for democracy to
take root in Afghanistan. But the fact that
these elections are being held reflects the
way that democratic practices have begun
to become a part of the Afghan political 
system. The United States should continue
to declare its support for the most trans-
parent and clear elections possible, but the
inevitable failure to achieve a perfectly
free and fair vote should not trump the 
primary U.S. goal of a peaceful transfer of
power. Without such a peaceful transition,
there is little hope for the future of Afghan 
democracy anyway.
Noah Coburn is a political anthropologist at 
Bennington College and the author of “Derailing 
Democracy in Afghanistan.” Ronald E. Neumann is 
president of the American Academy of Diplomacy 
and was U.S. ambassador to Afghanistan from 
2005 to 2007.  This column first appeared in The 
Washington Post.

Setting realistic expectations for Afghan elections

MASSOUD HOSSAINI/AP

An Afghan policeman stands guard as supporters of Afghan presidential candidate 
Ashraf Ghani  listen to his speech during a campaign rally in Kabul  on Tuesday .  

 BY ALEXANDRA PETRI

The Washington Post

Congratulations, Oculus! The vir-
tual reality company managed to 
get itself purchased by Facebook 
before producing the first con-

sumer version of its product.
“I’m impressed; usually forms of media 

have to come into existence first before they 
are taken over and ruined by ad companies. 
This may be a new record,” one person 
commented online about the deal.

I am not an expert in virtual reality. Ac-
tual reality is hard enough to navigate. I 
have barely mastered the interface, and I 
am 26 years old. I can’t get the dang thing to 
save. I still walk into things. I haven’t gotten 
flossing to work, even though that’s clearly 
a built-in command. I keep repeating elabo-
rate series of actions that never obtain any 
result. I am forever putting down important 
items and forgetting them. I can’t figure out 
how to get extra lives. I spend most of my 
time wandering around making unneces-
sary hand gestures and murmuring to my-
self, like a Sim who has been surprised by a 
new piece of furniture.

I haven’t even managed to steal any au-
tomobiles, and if I have any superpowers, I 
have yet to unlock them. No one ever tells me 
what my objectives are; to an uninformed 
observer, it would appear that my only con-
sistent one is to get coffee every day, no mat-
ter what else is going on, and that doesn’t 
seem right. Other players keep zooming 
past me, flying airplanes and conducting 
heists and making millions of dollars. 

But one person who seems to have gotten 
actual reality to work is Palmer Luckey, of 
Oculus VR. Facebook announced  last week 
that it would buy Oculus for $2 billion. Luck-
ey wrote a note on Reddit trying to explain 
why this was a good idea (I can think of at 
least 2 billion reasons!).

Reddit is up in arms. Judging by many 
of the comments, the people who lavishly 
crowd-funded the virtual reality project 
through Kickstarter, to the tune of $2 mil-

lion in 2012, are up in arms, too.
This says less about Oculus and more 

about Kickstarter. Kickstarting, in gen-
eral, consists of people giving you hope and 
you giving them money. But it’s all mud-
died by the terminology — project, backer. 
As Patrick Klepek wrote on GiantBomb.
com, “Backer. That’s a problematic term. 
It sounds too much like investor. It implies 
more control than what Kickstarter actu-
ally offers.”

Sometimes this works. You get your 
magical fly swatter from the future with-
out a hitch, and everyone goes home happy. 
Sometimes, though, it doesn’t. I’m still wait-
ing for that novel I Kickstarted months and 
months ago. (No pressure.)

But this is the trouble with Kickstarter 
— you get the spurious sense of being an 
investor without any of the perks. You are, 
as Klepek noted, emotionally invested. You 

paid money. You had feelings. That seems
like an investment. Where is your payoff?

“Backing a project is more than just giv-
ing someone money,” Kickstarter’s website
notes. “It’s supporting their dream to create
something that they want to see exist in the
world. … Some projects take longer than an-
ticipated, but creators who are transparent 
about issues and delays usually find their 
backers to be understanding.”

But it’s all in the fine print. You get perks 
but no say. You give people your money so
that they will, you hope, make you things.
 But there is no guarantee that they will 
make the things in question and, anyway,
you have no equity.  

To a degree, it’s the same problem Face-
book has — the one that makes us so mis-
trustful of it. It’s free because you’re not the 
consumer, you’re the product. It feels like
one experience — it’s designed to give you 
that experience — but it’s actually another. 

When you give money to make a Kick-
starter project happen, you’re not the inves-
tor, you’re the consumer. Talk about virtual
reality.
Alexandra Petri writes the ComPost blog at wash-
ingtonpost.com/blogs/compost. 

Virtual reality meets cold, hard cash – $2 billion of it
I am not an expert in virtual reality. Actual reality is 
hard enough to navigate. I have barely mastered the 
interface, and I am 26 years old.
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NATION

 BY MARK SHERMAN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Supreme 
Court struck down limits Wednes-
day in U.S. law on the overall cam-
paign contributions the biggest 
individual donors may make to 
candidates, political parties and 
political action committees.

The justices said in a 5-4 vote 
that Americans have a right to 
give the legal maximum to candi-
dates for Congress and president, 
as well as to parties and PACs, 
without worrying that they will 
violate the law when they bump 
up against a limit on all contribu-
tions, set at $123,200 for 2013 and 
2014. That includes a separate 
$48,600 cap on contributions to 
candidates.

 Their decision does not under-
mine limits on individual contribu-
tions to candidates for president or 
Congress, now $2,600 an election.

Chief Justice John Roberts an-
nounced the decision, which split 
the court’s liberal and conserva-
tive justices. Roberts said the ag-
gregate limits do not act to prevent 

corruption, the rationale the court 
has upheld as justifying  limits.

The overall limits “intrude 
without justification on a citizen’s 
ability to exercise ‘the most fun-
damental First Amendment ac-
tivities,’ ” Roberts said, referring 
to the U.S. Constitution and quot-
ing from the court’s seminal 1976 
campaign finance ruling in Buck-
ley v. Valeo.

Justice Stephen Breyer, writing 
for the liberal dissenters, took the 
unusual step of reading a summa-
ry of his opinion from the bench.

Congress enacted the limits in 
the wake of 1970s abuses to dis-
courage big contributors from 
trying to buy votes with their do-
nations and to restore public con-
fidence in the campaign finance 
system. 

In a series of rulings in recent 
years, the Roberts court has 
struck down provisions of federal 
law aimed at limiting the influ-
ence of big donors as unconstitu-
tional curbs on free speech rights.

Most notably, in 2010, the court 
divided 5 to 4 in the Citizens Unit-

ed case to free corporations and 
labor unions to spend as much as 
they wish on campaign advocacy, 
as long as it is independent of can-
didates and their campaigns. That 
decision did not affect contribution 
limits to individual candidates, po-
litical parties and political action 
committees.

Republican activist Shaun Mc-
Cutcheon, the national Republi-
can Party and Senate Republican 
leader Mitch McConnell chal-
lenged the overall limits on what 
contributors may give in a two-
year federal election cycle.  

 Relaxed campaign finance 
rules have reduced the influence 
of political parties,  they argued.

McCutcheon gave the symboli-
cally significant $1,776 to 15 can-
didates for Congress and wanted 
to give the same amount to 12 oth-
ers. Doing so would have put him 
in violation of the cap.

 The court did not heed warn-
ings from Solicitor General Don-
ald Verrilli Jr.  that donors would 
be able to funnel large amounts of 
money to a favored candidate . 

 BY TERRY COLLINS

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO  — A Northern California man 
who survived two days in freezing temperatures in a 
snowy mountainous region said what he wanted most 
after the end of his ordeal was a hamburger.

“I’m grateful. Thank you very much,” Robert Root 
said Tuesday as he was loaded into an awaiting am-
bulance. He was taken to Sutter Auburn Faith Hos-
pital in nearby Auburn, Calif., where he was treated 
and released by Tuesday evening, said Robin Mont-
gomery, a hospital spokeswoman.

Root  said he wanted an In-N-Out hamburger upon 
his release, said Placer County Sheriff’s spokeswom-
an Dena Erwin.

 Root, 55, of Modesto, was wearing only a light jack-
et, shorts and running shoes when rescuers discov-
ered him walking on a bridge on the Western States 
trail Tuesday afternoon, Erwin said.

Covered in metallic blankets and other warm ma-
terials, a disheveled and red-faced Root smiled at TV 
reporters after authorities slowly brought him down 
in an all-terrain vehicle from the snowy trail in the Si-
erra Nevada, about 200 miles east of San Francisco.

“It’s just amazing. He was found alive, alert and 
talking,” Erwin said. “Just amazing.”

The news of Root’s discovery spread quickly in 
Modesto, said Heidi Ryan, who belongs to the same 
running club as Root.

“I feel like I’m still a little numb, but that’s just me,” 
Ryan said. “I’m still processing it.”

Root was last seen Sunday morning before he be-
came separated from fellow members of the Shadow-
Chase Running Club along the trail near Foresthill. 

The runners who were out Sunday were split into 
 groups.  When his group briefly stopped, Root decid-
ed to run ahead and join the faster group, but he took 
a wrong turn on the trail, Erwin said.

An extensive search began on the rugged terrain, 
but it was suspended due to darkness and falling tem-

peratures. Root ended up on a cliff overlooking the 
American River, where he scooted into some shrub-
bery for warmth and slept off and on throughout Sun-
day night, Erwin said.

More than 60 searchers resumed Monday using 
motorcycles, all-terrain vehicles, search dogs and 
two helicopters. Five members of the Tahoe Nordic 
Search Team spent the night looking for Root after 
snow began to fall earlier in the day.

On Monday, Root spent the morning trying to find 
his way out, but he ended up back at the same spot, 
spending a second night in the same area, Erwin 
said.

Root said he survived on energy supplements and a 
small amount of water he carried with him, and when 
he couldn’t stop shaking, he compressed and released 
his muscles over and over to stay warm, she added.

 Erwin said crews went looking for Root again Tues-
day. Root decided to head “up and west,” and when he 
got to the El Dorado Bridge, he saw a couple of people 
wearing bright-colored uniforms he thought were 
searchers and walked up to them.

“They said, ‘Are you Bob Root?’ ” Erwin said. “He 
said, ‘Yes, I am.’ ” 

The Associated Press

 DETROIT  — Chrysler is recall-
ing nearly 870,000 SUVs because 
corrosion may make the vehicles’ 
brakes harder to use.

Jeep Grand Cherokee and 
Dodge Durango SUVs from the 
2011 through 2014 model years 
are involved.

Chrysler says crimp joints in 
the brake boosters can corrode 
if they’re exposed to water. If the 
water freezes, the boosters won’t 
aid braking as they usually do.

Chrysler began investigating 

after some customers said their
brakes felt too firm when pressed 
down. The company knows of one 
accident, but no injuries, due to 
the defect.

Dealers will install a shield to
protect the boosters for free and
replace boosters that aren’t work-
ing properly.

Chrysler has since changed the 
design to make the boosters more
corrosion resistant.

Chrysler will notify owners of 
the recall, which involves 867,795
vehicles. 

 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — All poli-
tics is local, the saying goes. But 
in some American cities, local 
politics has gone international, 
with city governments finding 
themselves caught in historical 
disputes between two close U.S. 
allies: Japan and South Korea.

Korean-Americans have won 
approval for local memorials for 
the victims of Japanese sexual 
slavery during World War II, 
over the objections of Japan. 
They have also pressed states to 
change school textbooks to ad-
dress geographical differences 
with Japan.

Those campaigns have gath-
ered steam as relations between 
South Korea and Japan have 
soured despite Washington’s ef-
fort to quell tensions between 
its two principal allies in Asia. 
They reflect the growing political 
power of Korean-Americans in 
states where they have a sizable 
presence. Many are first- and 
second-generation immigrants 
whose ties to Korea are fresh and 
for whom nationalist causes still 
resonate.

Japanese-Americans, many of 
whom have more distant ties to 
their ancestral homeland, tend 
to be a less cohesive political 
force. Japan itself, rather than 
Americans of Japanese descent, 
has stepped into these local dis-
putes, raising them directly with 
governments at the city and state 

level.
Japan says it has already apolo-

gized for the estimated 200,000 
“comfort women” recruited for
sex by Japan’s imperial army.
With some prodding from Wash-
ington, Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe last month quashed specu-
lation he planned to review the
apology.

But Japan views the memorials
and demands for textbook chang-
es as unwarranted attempts to
drag its differences with South
Korea into the domestic affairs
of the U.S., which both countries 
prize as their chief diplomatic
and security partner.

“We think it is not appropriate
for local politics to be affected by 
the differences of opinion of its
residents’ home countries,” Ja-
pan’s Foreign Ministry said in a
statement after being asked about 
it by The Associated Press.

Local governments in the U.S.
have approved at least four com-
fort women memorials since
2010. The highest-profile one is a
bronze statue in the Los Angeles
suburb of Glendale.

Phyllis Kim, spokeswoman for 
the Korean-American Forum of
California, which pushed for that 
memorial, said it’s an issue of
universal human rights that tran-
scends borders. 

She said Japan has to take “full 
responsibility for its crimes of the 
past like the Germans did for the 
Holocaust.” 

Court tosses limits on 
campaign contributions

Chrysler issues SUV recall

NICK UT/AP

A bronze statue of a young Korean girl in Central Park in Glendale, 
Calif., honors so-called “comfort women” from World War II . 

Asian rivals in US
drive local politics

Runner is safe
after 2 days in
mountain snow

KTXL Fox 40 Sacramento

 Trail runner Robert Root smiles after being 
rescued Tuesday  after being lost in snowy 
conditions for two days near Foresthill, Calif. 
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WORLD
 Bombs hit riot police at 
Cairo University; 1 dead 

CAIRO  — Three bombs explod-
ed Wednesday outside Cairo Uni-
versity’s main campus, hitting riot
police deployed against near daily
protests by Islamist students, kill-
ing a police general and wounding
seven others, including several top
police officers.

The bombings were the latest
in a campaign of attacks targeting
Egypt’s police and military that
began with the ouster last sum-
mer of Islamist President Moham-
med Morsi. The attacks are taking 
place amid a fierce crackdown by 
security forces against pro-Morsi 
protesters and members of Mor-
si’s Muslim Brotherhood. 

Bombings around Iraq 
kill 8 ahead of elections 

BAGHDAD  — A series of
bombings in Iraq killed eight peo-
ple Wednesday, including army
recruits, as the country prepares 
for parliamentary elections later 
this month.

The deadliest attack took place
in the town of Riyadh, about  180 
miles  northwest of the capital,
Baghdad. There, a suicide bomb-
er detonated his explosives while 
standing next to army recruits 
waiting in line at the gate of a mil-
itary base to apply for jobs early
in the morning, police Col. Fatah 
Rasheed said.

The explosion killed five re-
cruits and wounded 14, Rasheed
said. Separately, police said a
bomb blast in a commercial street
killed two people and wounded
six in Madain, about  14 miles 
southeast of Baghdad. 

In western Baghdad, a bomb 
exploded in a commercial street,
killing one person and wounding
five, police said.

Old bomb explodes in 
Bangkok shop, killing 7 

BANGKOK  — Workers at a
scrap shop in Thailand’s capital on
Wednesday accidentally detonat-
ed a large bomb believed to have
been dropped during World War
II, killing at least seven people and
injuring 19 others, police said.

Police bomb squad chief Ka-
mthorn Auicharoen said con-
struction workers found the bomb
buried at a building site and sold
it to the scrap shop in northern
Bangkok. He said workers at the
shop were using a gas-powered
thermal cutter to take the bomb
apart when it exploded. 

N. Korea opens race 
to runner-tourists 

TOKYO  —  For the first time
ever, North Korea is opening up
the streets of its capital to runner-
tourists for the annual Pyongyang
marathon .

Tourism companies say they
are getting inundated by requests
to sign up for the April 13 event,
which will include amateur run-
ners from around the world. The
race includes a full marathon 
— with a handful of world-class,
invitation-only athletes — a half
marathon and a 10-kilometer run.

The opening of the race to
recreational runners is in keep-
ing with the North’s ongoing, but 
sporadic, effort to earn cash rev-
enue by boosting tourism . 
From The Associated Press

 BY EILEEN NG 
AND NICK PERRY

The Associated Press

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia  —
A police investigation may never 
determine the reason why the 
Malaysia Airlines jetliner disap-
peared, and search planes scour-
ing the Indian Ocean for any sign 
of its wreckage aren’t certain to 
find anything either, officials 
said Wednesday.

The assessment by Malaysian 
and Australian officials under-
scored the lack of knowledge 
authorities have about what 
happened on Flight 370. It also 
points to a scenario that becomes 
more likely with every passing 
day — that the fate of the Boeing 
777 and the 239 people onboard 

might remain a mystery forever.
The plane disappeared March 8 

on a flight to Beijing from Kuala 
Lumpur after its transponders, 
which make the plane visible to 
commercial radar, were shut off.  

Police are investigating the pi-
lots and crew for any evidence 
suggesting they may have hi-
jacked or sabotaged the plane. The 
backgrounds of the passengers, 
two-thirds of whom were Chinese, 
have been checked by local and in-

ternational investigators and noth-
ing suspicious has been found.

“Investigations may go on and 
on and on. We have to clear every 
little thing,” Inspector General 
Khalid Abu Bakar told reporters. 
“At the end of the investigations, 
we may not even know the real 
cause. We may not even know the 
reason for this incident.”

Police are also investigating 
the cargo and the food served 
on the plane to eliminate pos-

sible poisoning of passengers and 
crew, he said.

 The current search area is 
a  85,000-square mile  patch of sea 
roughly a 2½ -hour flight from 
Perth, Australia.

Angus Houston, the head of 
a joint agency coordinating the 
multinational search effort out 
of Australia, said no time frame 
had been set for the search to end, 
but that a new approach would be 
needed if nothing showed up. 

 BY LUIS ANDRES HENAO

The Associated Press

SANTIAGO, Chile  — Authorities in north-
ern Chile discovered surprisingly light damage 
and just six reported deaths Wednesday from a 
magnitude-8.2 quake — a remarkably low toll 
for such a powerful shift in the Earth’s crust.

President Michelle Bachelet flew to the re-
gion to review damage in daylight after declar-
ing a state of emergency and sending a military 
plane with 100 anti-riot police to join 300 sol-
diers who were deployed to prevent looting and 
round up escaped prisoners.

Thousands of people evacuated from low-
lying areas were returning home after a spend-
ing a long night outside due to the threat of a 
tsunami. The government’s mandatory order 

to leave the coast was spread through cellphone 
text messages and Twitter, and reinforced by 
blaring sirens in neighborhoods where people 
regularly practice earthquake drills.

Seawater flooded city streets and washed 
away some fishing boats in Iquique, but by 
early Wednesday no major tsunami damage 
was apparent.   

Tuesday night’s quake was not the big one 
seismologists expect eventually.

“Could be tomorrow, could be in 50 years; 
we do not know when it’s going to occur,” said 
Mike Simons, a seismologist at the Geologi-
cal Survey. “But the key point here is that this 
magnitude-8.2 is not the large earthquake that 
we were expecting for this area. We’re actu-
ally still expecting potentially an even larger 
earthquake.” 

German pilots strike cancels hundreds of flights
MICHAEL PROBST/AP

Police: Jet mystery may never be solved
‘ Investigations may go on and on and on. We have to clear every little thing. 
At the end of the investigations, we may not even know the real cause. ’

Khalid Abu Bakar
Malaysian inspector general

CRISTIAN VIVEROS/AP

Fishing boats are washed ashore by a small 
tsunami  in Iquique, Chile, after a magnitude-
8.2  quake struck the  coast   Wednesday 

Experts: Chile’s magnitude-8.2 
earthquake was not ‘the big one’

Lufthansa pilots gather for a rally as they went on a three-day strike in Frankfurt, Germany, on Wednesday . Lufthansa said it has canceled 
almost 900 domestic and intercontinental flights on the first day of the strike by the pilots union over a wage dispute. Airline spokeswoman 
Barbara Schaedler said  it expects to cancel about 3,800 flights altogether, affecting more than 425,000 passengers.    
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The amount a suburban Portland, Ore., wild cat sanctuary was fined for two serious violations, one of
which likely contributed to an employee being mauled to death by a cougar. The Oregon’s Occupational
Safety and Health Division found WildCat Haven violated its two-person safety procedure by allowing em-
ployees to work alone with the wild cats.  Renee Radziwon-Chapman, 36, was killed at the sanctuary while

working alone. She was discovered bloodied inside the enclosure, with two cougars roaming nearby unsecured and a third cougar locked in a
smaller cage inside the enclosure. Investigators also found the latches on cages to be inadequately designed. 

oped by a Santa Fe restaurant. It 
has also become a staple of Albu-
querque’s International Balloon 
Fiesta, where a hand-held break-
fast is a necessity.

The “New Mexico True Break-
fast Burrito Byway” will iden-
tify the best of the burritos across 
New Mexico, based on nomina-
tions made by the public over the 
next two weeks. 

Building evacuated  
over shaky balcony  

NY NEW YORK  — About 
500 people attending 

an event at a historic synagogue-
turned-performance space in 
lower Manhattan had to be evacu-
ated from the building after fire-
fighters discovered cracks in a 
mezzanine balcony.

Officials said firefighters were 
responding to a smoke condition 
at 172 Norfolk St. on  Monday when 
attendees alerted them that the 

balcony was shaking.
Firefighters inspected the bal-

cony and found structural cracks.  
The 1849 gothic Revival syna-

gogue is home to the Angel Oren-
sanz Foundation Center for the 
Arts and is used as an art gallery 
and performance space. 

Casino art project turns 
billboards to love notes 

NV LAS VEGAS  — A Las 
Vegas Strip casino is 

turning its flashy LED signs into 
giant love notes to the masses.

The Cosmopolitan casino plans 
to start broadcasting the animat-
ed works of contemporary British 
artist Tracey Emin every hour for 
about three minutes, starting on 
Monday.

Passersby will see about a dozen 
giant indoor and outdoor marquees 
go black and an invisible hand 
writing phrases such as “I prom-
ise to love you” in glowing letters. 

Sheriff: Alcohol a factor 
in midshipman’s death 

MD BERLIN  — The 
Worcester County 

Sheriff’s Office said alcohol was 
a factor in the skateboarding ac-
cident that claimed the life of a 
 Naval Academy midshipman.

Lt. Ed Schreier said Hans 
Loewen, 20, of Hampstead, N.C., 
was holding on to a Jeep while 
riding a skateboard on March 22 
during a camping trip with other 
midshipmen at Assateague Is-
land National Seashore. Schreier 
said the Jeep was traveling about 
15 mph when the skateboard and 
tire touched, throwing Loewen 
from the board and the tire ran 
over his head. He died Saturday 
while in a coma.

Schreier said alcohol is a fac-
tor in the incident but investiga-
tors are gathering more details.  
He said the driver of the Jeep 
had been drinking alcohol, but 

any decision on charges is up to
prosecutors. 

Search ends for
man swept to sea

CA GUADALUPE  — Res-
cuers have ended their

search for a 43-year-old man
swept to sea during a baptism cer-
emony on a Southern California 
beach.

The U.S. Coast Guard said the
search was called off about mid-
night Sunday and there are no
plans to resume it.

A wave pulled three people into 
the ocean about 10 a.m. off Ran-
cho Guadalupe Dunes Preserve
and only two managed to return to 
shore on their own.

Pastor Maurigro Cervantes,
of Jesus Christ Light of the Sky
Church, said his cousin, Benito
Flores, was helping perform a
baptism when he was swept away.  
From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

$5,600

63
The number of years that have passed since a tiny Renoir painting was stolen from the Baltimore Museum 
of Art. Pierre-Auguste Renoir’s painting “On the Shore of the Seine,” painted about 1879, is back on display 
as the centerpiece of a new exhibition, “The Renoir Returns.” The painting, just 5½ by 9 inches, became the 
subject of a dramatic legal dispute after a Virginia woman claimed she bought it at a flea market for $7. Oth-
ers, including her brother, disputed the story. A judge ultimately awarded ownership back to the museum. 

Tree trimmer survives 
chain saw cut to neck 

PA PITTSBURGH  — A 
tree trimmer was recov-

ering a day after he was rushed 
to a Pittsburgh hospital with a 
chain saw blade still embedded in 
his neck following a work-related 
accident.

An X-ray released Tuesday 
shows the saw still in the neck of  
 James Valentine, 21 .

He was up a tree in a harness 
when he was struck in the neck by 
the saw Monday afternoon in Ross 
Township. Another worker helped 
him down, and workers left the 
saw in place so Valentine wouldn’t 
bleed more than he already was.

Valentine had emergency sur-
gery to repair his injuries at Al-
legheny General Hospital, where 
doctors say the saw missed major 
arteries and, instead, cut into Val-
entine’s muscle. 

 Blast rocks gas plant; 
5 employees injured 

WA PLYMOUTH — A 
large explosion rocked 

a natural gas processing plant 
on the Washington-Oregon bor-
der Monday, injuring five work-
ers, causing about 400 people to 
evacuate from nearby farms and 
homes and emitting a mushroom 
cloud of black smoke that was vis-
ible for more than a mile.

The 8:20 a.m. blast at the Wil-
liams Northwest Pipeline facility 
near the Washington town of Plym-
outh, along the Columbia River, 
sparked a fire and punctured one 
of the facility’s two giant storage 
tanks for liquefied natural gas.

Benton County Sheriff Steven 
Keane said a relatively small 
amount of gas leaked from the 
tank to the ground in a moat-like 
containment area. But it then 
evaporated, blowing away to the 
northeast, he said. 

Man gets 25 years for 
shooting at White House 

DC WASHINGTON  — An 
Idaho man who pleaded 

guilty to firing an assault rifle at 
the White House in 2011, striking 
the executive mansion more than 
half a dozen times, was sentenced 
Monday to 25 years in prison.

Prosecutors initially charged 
Oscar Ramiro Ortega-Hernan-
dez with attempting to assassi-
nate President Barack Obama 
but agreed to drop the charge as 
part of a plea deal last year. Orte-
ga-Hernandez instead pleaded 
guilty to two charges including 
damaging the home.

The president and first lady 
Michelle Obama were not home 
at the time of the shooting, and 
no one was injured.  Prosecutors 
said Ortega-Hernandez, 23, jeop-
ardized the lives of  others.  

‘Burrito byway’ would 
highlight state’s best 

NM SANTA FE  — The 
New Mexico Tourism 

Department is looking for the 
state’s best breakfast burritos.

The department Monday 
opened nominations for limited 
spots on what it has dubbed the 
“New Mexico True Breakfast 
Burrito Byway.”

According to tourism officials, 
the breakfast burrito was devel-

THE CENSUS

 Toby Gabriel holds a 6-foot-long python named Chocolate Chip, which was rescued from a house fire in Muskegon, Mich.  Firefighter Scott 
Hemmelsbach said he reluctantly agreed to enter the two-story, smoke-filled house Sunday night to retrieve the snake, which he  described  as 
 “weighty.”  “I would do it for any creature,” Hemmelsbach said. “I’m just glad it had a happy ending.”

Saving Chocolate Chip
NATALIE KOLB, THE MUSKEGON (MICH.) CHRONICLE/AP
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FACES

 HELENA ANDREWS
AND EMILY HEIL

The Washington Post

 This is Charlie Sheen like we’ve 
never seen him before.

First, the actor has a sunnier 
opinion these days of George W.
Bush, whose administration he
once accused of lying about the
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.
After meeting the former presi-
dent Monday at the dedication
of a new USO center outside the
District of Columbia, he called
Bush an “absolute gentleman.”

“He did the best he could with 
what he was confronted with, and
it is beyond anything I can com-
prehend,” Sheen told Washington
Post staffer JulieAnn McKellogg .

  Sheen is showing off his philan-
thropic side, donating $1 million
to the building of the new 16,000-
square-foot Warrior and Family 
Center in Bethesda, Md. 

There were none of his typical 
antics when he met with injured
soldiers to inspect an arts and
music rehabilitation room dedi-
cated to him.

Is Sheen being humble? 
“I don’t even know enough

fancy words to describe it,” he 
said. “I just have to have this ex-
perience marinate through my
soul.”

Sheen also says we should ex-
pect an “epic and life changing”
announcement from him in the
next month. He would only say
that it has to do with music. 

WWE star ready for his main-event moment

ERIC JOHNSON/The Washington Post 

Roman Reigns, a former college football star, has experienced a 
successful run early in his WWE career. Reigns will be part of a tag 
match at  WrestleMania on Sunday. The show is April 8 on AFN-Xtra. 

Is he or isn’t he? Strahan rumored to be joining ‘Good Morning America’ part time 

Sheen shows 
charitable side 
at dedication 
of USO center

 Michael Strahan 

BY  JOHN TAYLOR

 The Washington Post

For wrestling royalty, 
Roman Reigns traveled a 
crooked path to the bright 
lights of World Wrestling 

Entertainment. His father, Sika, 
and uncle, Afa, worked as the Wild 
Samoans, who won the WWE 
(known at the time as WWF) tag-
team championship three times in 
the early 1980s and were inducted 
into the WWE Hall of Fame in 
2007. Other wrestling relatives in-
clude cousins Yokozuna, a former 
WWF champion, and the current 
tag-team champions, the Usos.

But rather than leap into the 
ring, Reigns (born Leati Joseph 
Anoa’i) first tried butting heads 
in football. He played defensive 
tackle at Georgia Tech, earn-
ing first-team all-ACC honors in 
2006, before spending time in 
NFL training camps .

In 2010, Reigns signed a devel-
opmental deal with WWE. His 
surprise debut came two years 
later at Survivor Series, when he 
and teammates Dean Ambrose 
and Seth Rollins interfered in a 
title match.

That trio, known as The Shield, 
is still wreaking havoc. Calling 
themselves the “hounds of jus-
tice,” they have won over fans 
with a unique ring entrance and 
an intense style that combines 
high-flying artistry with the 
power moves of the 6-foot-3, 265-
pound Reigns, who has slimmed 
down — and muscled up — from 
his football days.

 WrestleMania 30 is April 6 in 
New Orleans,  and The Shield will 
face Kane and the New Age Out-
laws in a six-man tag match.

Reigns, 28, spoke with The 
Washington Post about the evolu-
tion of his career and character. 
This is an edited version of that 
conversation.

 You came from a large and 
prominent wrestling family, but 
didn’t dive right into the sport. 
Why did you wait?

 My mom and dad wanted me 
to just do something different, 
try new things. Especially down 
where I grew up in the South 
[Florida], football is such a big 
thing. And last time we checked, 
pro wrestling didn’t get you a 
scholarship to college.

Once I got a bit older and we 
could see there could be a future 
in football, it was everyone’s 
blessing to chase that dream. 
And it did me a lot of good: It put 
me through college, it gave me 
an education, it got me a little 
taste of pro ball and a lot of good 
memories. I don’t regret any of it.

 When you turned to wrestling, 
you didn’t go with a Samoan 
name, character or outfit, as 
so many from your family have. 

Was that your decision?
 It was a process. Of course, im-

mediately the thought was: “He’s 
Samoan, so let’s run with that.” 
But then I think they saw my per-
sonality, being more of a cultured 
guy, going to college, playing ball, 
things like that, just the kind of 
guy I am, you know, just be me 
— don’t try and focus on a nation-
ality or an ethnicity or anything 
like that. Just be myself.

 The Shield has wrestled some 

of the best matches in WWE of 
late. On “Raw” in Chicago, the 
crowd was chanting your name 
as well as “This is awesome,” 
and I noticed you broke out in 
a huge smile during the heat of 
the match. Do you notice crowd 
reaction, and does it affect how 
you perform?

 I try to live in the moment. 
When you’re in a singles match, 
you’re in there, and the guy’s on 
top of you, and you’re in a hold 
and you’re being smothered: 
You’re in the fight at all times. 
But when we’re doing these team 
fights, you have a little time to 
take in the moment and just ab-
sorb the energy of the crowd.

You’re experiencing team 
success, but you’ve had indi-
vidual moments that stand out. 
You keep getting mentioned as 
a main eventer and future cham-
pion. Where do you see this 
going?

 I’ve always pictured myself 
being in the main event. It’s al-
ways been my expectation to be 
the top guy, the face of the com-
pany, the one with all of that re-
sponsibility. But that should be 
everybody’s goal. I didn’t get into 
this to just be in the middle of the 
pack. If you want to do that, go 
work in a different line of work. 
This isn’t the place to camouflage 
yourself. I’m trying to be the most 
exotic animal on this safari.

 In a way, WrestleMania 30 — 
WWE’s equivalent of the Super 
Bowl — marks the end of your 
season. How does that affect 
your approach? And when that 
show is in the books, what’s 
next?

 It’s Mania first. We want to get 
there the right way, and we want 
to just tear the house down. We 
wanna burn it down, put cracks in 
the wall, just demolish that place 
and have an awesome match. 

As far as the next day? There’s 
going to be some gaps. There are 
going to be a bunch of big names 
that are gonna compete [at Wres-
tleMania] and then not be there 
on Monday. That’s when guys like 
myself, the rest of The Shield, Ce-
saro, The Usos ... there’s a bunch 
of guys who want this and are 
willing to work every single day. 
If I’m a fan of the WWE, I would 
feel safe to know that your enter-
tainment is in the right hands. 

The Associated Press 

Talk-show host and former football star 
Michael Strahan is coyly talking about, but 
not confirming, reports that he’s expected 
to soon join the cast of ABC’s “Good Morn-
ing America” on a part-time basis.

Strahan was asked by co-host 
Kelly Ripa on “Live With Kelly 
and Michael” Wednesday if he 
was doing it, and Strahan re-
plied: “I don’t know. If I read the 
papers I am.”

A person with knowledge of the 
negotiations who requested ano-
nymity because the deal 
hasn’t been completed 
said Tuesday that Stra-

han will work semi-regularly during the 
show’s first hour. He will continue as host of 
 “Live With Kelly and Michael.”

 He said he couldn’t do “GMA” every day 
because he’s already too busy. He works 
for Fox Sports during the football season. 
He assured “Live” viewers that the talk 

show is his top priority. “I would never 
do anything to jeopardize the quality of 
what we do here and the enjoyment of 
what we do here,” he said.

  25 albums to be preserved
 U2’s classic album “The 

Joshua Tree,” Linda Ron-
stadt’s “Heart Like a 
Wheel” and an early, in-
fluential Christian rock 
album will play on for-

ever, or at least as long as the Library of 
Congress is around.

These albums from the 1970s and 1980s 
are among 25 recordings selected for 
long-term preservation in the library’s 
National Recording Registry, chosen for 
their cultural, historical or aesthetic im-
portance. Among those seminal sounds 
of the 20th century announced Wednes-
day are Creedence Clearwater Revival’s 
“Fortunate Son” and the Everly Brothers’ 
“Cathy’s Clown.” Larry Norman’s Chris-
tian 1972 album “Only Visiting this Plan-
et” is the first Christian rock album chosen 
for the registry.

Librarian of Congress James Billing-
ton said the recordings represent part of 
America’s culture and history. “As tech-
nology continually changes and formats 
become obsolete, we must ensure that our 
nation’s aural legacy is protected,” he said.              

Other news
�  Kanye West   announced Tuesday he 

 has postponed seven  concerts in Austra-
lia scheduled for May  until  September 
because of “unexpected timing require-
ments” to finish his new album  .
�   Stephen Colbert is done with the “Col-

bert Report” Twitter account. He and one
of Twitter’s founders, Biz Stone, symboli-
cally blew it up on Monday’s show. The ac-
count has been removed from Twitter.

�  It’s good news for novelist Veronica
Roth: “Divergent” is a hit at the box office 
and  bookstores. A spokeswoman for Harp-
erCollins Children’s Books said Tuesday 
that the young adult series set in a dysto-
pian future has been selling 500,000 cop-
ies a week over the past three weeks. The
movie “Divergent”  was released March 21
and has made nearly $100 million .  
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BUSINESS/WEATHER

Thursday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr 
Abilene, Tex 84 59 Clr
Akron, Ohio 54 39 Rain
Albany,N.Y. 53 31 Cldy
Albuquerque 56 35 Clr
Allentown, Pa. 60 42 Cldy
Amarillo 59 41 Cldy
Anchorage 41 21 Clr
Asheville 77 49 Cldy
Atlanta 79 59 PCldy
Atlantic City 57 44 Cldy
Austin 83 70 Cldy
Baltimore 64 52 Cldy
Baton Rouge 84 67 Cldy
Billings 43 25 Cldy
Birmingham 78 59 Cldy
Bismarck 36 21 Cldy
Boise 57 31 Clr
Boston 50 37 PCldy
Bridgeport 55 41 Cldy
Brownsville 88 73 Clr
Buffalo 43 30 Cldy
Burlington,Vt. 44 30 Cldy
Caribou,Maine 40 25 Cldy
Casper 42 24 Cldy
Charleston,S.C. 83 58 PCldy
Charleston,W.Va. 75 55 Rain
Charlotte,N.C. 81 55 Cldy

Chattanooga 78 57 Cldy
Cheyenne 38 25 Cldy
Chicago 42 34 Rain
Cincinnati 71 56 Rain
Cleveland 48 36 Rain
Colorado Springs 43 27 Snow
Columbia,S.C. 84 54 PCldy
Columbus,Ga. 81 57 PCldy
Columbus,Ohio 66 51 Rain
Concord,N.H. 50 29 PCldy
Corpus Christi 90 71 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 81 69 Cldy
Dayton 65 49 Rain
Daytona Beach 82 58 PCldy
Denver 41 27 Snow
Des Moines 50 38 Rain
Detroit 42 36 Rain
Duluth 30 20 Cldy
El Paso 66 54 Clr
Elkins 69 48 Rain
Erie 44 33 Rain
Eugene 57 37 Rain
Evansville 73 62 Rain
Fairbanks 40 10 PCldy
Fargo 37 25 Cldy
Flagstaff 48 22 PCldy
Flint 41 30 Cldy
Fort Smith 77 65 Rain

Fort Wayne 49 40 Rain
Fresno 69 45 PCldy
Goodland 38 32 Clr
Grand Junction 51 31 Cldy
Grand Rapids 37 31 Cldy
Great Falls 48 27 Cldy
Green Bay 37 28 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 79 53 Cldy
Harrisburg 58 45 Rain
Hartford Spgfld 59 35 PCldy
Helena 54 30 Cldy
Honolulu 84 74 PCldy
Houston 81 69 Cldy
Huntsville 78 60 Cldy
Indianapolis 68 53 Rain
Jackson,Miss. 81 65 Cldy
Jacksonville 84 56 Clr
Juneau 42 31 Snow
Kansas City 61 50 Rain
Key West 83 72 PCldy
Knoxville 78 56 Cldy
Lake Charles 80 67 Cldy
Lansing 38 30 Cldy
Las Vegas 67 44 PCldy
Lexington 71 58 Rain
Lincoln 47 37 Cldy
Little Rock 80 65 Rain
Los Angeles 66 49 PCldy

Louisville 73 60 Rain
Lubbock 70 46 Cldy
Macon 83 51 PCldy
Madison 41 33 Cldy
Medford 63 40 Cldy
Memphis 80 64 Rain
Miami Beach 84 71 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 74 49 Clr
Milwaukee 37 33 Rain
Mpls-St Paul 37 31 Snow
Missoula 56 29 PCldy
Mobile 78 63 Cldy
Montgomery 82 58 Cldy
Nashville 76 60 Rain
New Orleans 79 67 Cldy
New York City 53 45 Cldy
Newark 53 45 Cldy
Norfolk,Va. 72 50 Cldy
North Platte 42 28 Snow
Oklahoma City 73 60 Cldy
Omaha 48 38 Rain
Orlando 86 60 PCldy
Paducah 74 64 Rain
Pendleton 64 32 PCldy
Peoria 62 43 Rain
Philadelphia 62 48 Cldy
Phoenix 73 50 Clr
Pittsburgh 63 44 Rain

Pocatello 46 29 PCldy
Portland,Maine 45 29 Clr
Portland,Ore. 58 41 Rain
Providence 54 36 PCldy
Pueblo 46 33 Cldy
Raleigh-Durham 80 53 Cldy
Rapid City 36 23 Clr
Reno 56 32 Cldy
Richmond 75 52 Cldy
Roanoke 77 56 Cldy
Rochester 41 29 Cldy
Rockford 44 34 Rain
Sacramento 65 45 Cldy
St Louis 77 61 Rain
St Petersburg 82 67 Clr
St Thomas 85 74 PCldy
Salem,Ore. 58 39 Rain
Salt Lake City 54 35 PCldy
San Angelo 84 59 Clr
San Antonio 86 70 Cldy
San Diego 66 56 PCldy
San Francisco 62 50 Cldy
San Jose 64 44 Cldy
Santa Fe 51 30 Cldy
St Ste Marie 35 18 Cldy
Savannah 83 57 Clr
Seattle 56 41 Cldy
Shreveport 81 68 Rain

Sioux City 39 36 Rain
Sioux Falls 36 33 Snow
South Bend 47 39 Rain
Spokane 56 33 Cldy
Springfield,Ill 72 50 Rain
Springfield,Mo 73 61 Rain
Syracuse 48 32 Cldy
Tallahassee 84 54 PCldy
Tampa 82 64 Clr
Toledo 42 35 Rain
Topeka 59 47 Cldy
Tucson 68 47 Clr
Tulsa 78 65 Cldy
Tupelo 80 62 Cldy
Waco 77 72 Cldy
Washington 65 51 Cldy
W. Palm Beach 83 69 PCldy
Wichita 63 50 Cldy
Wichita Falls 82 61 PCldy
Wilkes-Barre 52 41 Rain
Wilmington,Del. 63 47 Rain
Yakima 62 30 Cldy
Youngstown 52 37 Rain

National temperature extremes
Hi: Tue., 92, Presidio, Texas 
Lo: Tue., -10, Hettinger, N.D. 

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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THURSDAY IN EUROPE
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FRIDAY IN THE PACIFIC
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The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (April 3) ........................... $1.4160
Dollar buys (April 3) .........................€0.7062
British pound (April 3) ......................... $1.71
Japanese yen (April 3) ....................... 101.00
South Korean won (April 3) ...........1,031.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3769
British pound .....................................$1.6640
Canada (Dollar) ................................... 1.1035
China (Yuan) ........................................6.2062
Denmark (Krone) ................................ 5.4170
Egypt (Pound) ......................................6.9700
Euro ........................................ $1.3780/0.7250
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7569
Hungary (Forint) ................................. 223.16
Israel (Shekel) ..................................... 3.4741
Japan (Yen) ...........................................103.68
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2816
Norway (Krone) ...................................5.9604
Philippines (Peso).................................44.88
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.02
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7506
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2618
South Korea (Won) ......................... 1,058.27
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.8851
Thailand (Baht) .....................................32.40
Turkey (Lira) ......................................... 2.1311
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.06
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.03
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.61

 BY PAUL WISEMAN 
AND DEE-ANN DURBIN

 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — General 
Motors CEO Mary Barra didn’t 
squirm on the hot seat Tuesday. 
On the job less than three months, 
she calmly answered or deflected 
tough questions from a congres-
sional committee about faulty 
parts responsible for at least 13 
deaths and the recall of 2.6 mil-
lion cars.

Barra frustrated lawmakers 
by fending off questions, say-
ing she was awaiting the results 
of an internal GM investigation. 
She didn’t know why GM waited 
more than a decade to recall cars 
it knew had defective ignition 
switches. She didn’t know who 
was responsible for the decisions 
that delayed the recall.

But experts on corporate dam-
age control said she didn’t have 
much choice and gave her high 
marks for her performance on 
the hot seat.

“Barra’s rope-a-dope is the 
best of GM’s bad options today,” 
said Washington crisis manage-
ment consultant Eric Denzenhall. 
“There isn’t a corporate lawyer in 
the country that’s going to allow 
her to engage in freelance specu-
lation about things she doesn’t 
know yet. No, that’s not satisfying 
to the public and media, but the 
alternative is much worse.”

Investors shrugged. General 
Motors Co. stock, down more than 
7 percent since March 11, barely 
budged Tuesday, slipping 8 cents 
to $34.34.

Barra apologized for GM’s 
slowness in warning customers 
about the problems and promised 
to change the automaker’s culture 
to put a new emphasis on safety. 

“Barra held her ground, claim-
ing that today’s General Motors is 
a different company from the one 
whose corporate culture allowed 
this issue to fester for a decade,” 
said Jack Nerad, executive edito-
rial director of Kelley Blue Book, 
which lists the prices and values 

of new and used cars.
Ken and Jayne Rimer, whose 

daughter died in a 2006 accident 
after a faulty switch prevented 
airbags from deploying, found 
Barra’s testimony incomplete. 
For Barra “not to have any an-
swers” after about three months 
as CEO was unsatisfactory, Ken 
Rimer said.  “It surprised me how 
unprofessional that was.”  

Congressional appearances 
can be a minefield for CEOs. In 
2008, automaker CEOS drew 
public scorn for flying corporate 
jets to Washington to ask for a 
government bailout. Wall Street 
CEOs were battered in hearings 
after the financial crisis.

Some lawmakers appeared 
somewhat more sympathetic to 
Barra, who was thrust into a cri-
sis after becoming the first female 
CEO of a major automaker in Jan-
uary. In 33 years at GM, Barra 
worked in engineering, commu-
nications and human resources. 
She’s a second-generation GM 
employee: Her father was a GM 

die maker for four decades.
Not everything went smoothly 

for the new CEO Tuesday, who 
flew commercial to the hearing. 
Barra struggled to explain how 
GM could continue to use parts 
that didn’t meet its own specifi-
cations. When she tried to draw 
a distinction between parts that 
didn’t meet specs and those that 
were defective and dangerous, 
Republican Rep. Joe Barton 
said, “What you just answered is 
gobbledygook.” 

GM CEO dodges questions at hearing

THURSDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST
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VOLVO, V40, 2001 $2000.00,
wagon. Second owner. Summer
a n d  w i n t e r  t i r e s .
LJIGGY1977@YAHOO.COM

Tramag 75 Watt Transformer.
$15.00 Selling a Tramag 75
W a t t  T r a n s f o r m e r .
ss2day@gmail.com

BMW, 318i, 1993 $425.00. It
runs but needs some work and
bodywork. If you are a hobbyist
or Mechanic and want a project
for fun or resale this is for you.
ss2day@gmail.com

Mustang, GT Premium 5.0,
2013 $33000.00 Deep Impact
Blue with white Shelby stripes.
Black leather interior and fully
loaded. Perfect throughout but it
must go. 015251078101

BMW, F650GS, 2012 $8500.00
798cc. Heated grips, comp,
luggage, compft seat, center
stand, cruise control, Warranty,
clean, Inc extras. e-mail: for pics
and details $8500 OBO
jbean114@gmail.com

Tacima Transformer 2000 Watts
$85.00 Selling a Tacima Trans-
former 2000 Watts Model num-
b e r  S C  5 5 6 5 .
ss2day@gmail.com

Steel blue, gray leather, sun
roof, heated power seats, front
and rear fog lights. All mainte-
nance completed by Jeep pa-
perwork available. Excellent car.
Negotiable.email: tom.lorenzini
@ h o t m a i l . c o m ,  c e l l
01727105195

BMW, 316i, 1997 $3000.00
Great car with no problems.
Silver. Automatic transmission.
Seat heaters. Summer tires and
winter tires all on wheels. Call or
email. Willing to negotiate!
016092963047 erinelizabef@h
otmail.com

Corvette Coupe, Commemora-
tive Ed., 2004 $28500.00 U.S,
Spec. Exc. Cond. LeMans Blue,
New Michelin Pilot Sport Run
Flat Tires, Leather, 4 spd Auto,

Comfort Access, A
, Cruise, Power Everything,
Security, Dual Airbags, Power
Seats-Memory, Moon RoofTar-
ga, HUD, Bose CD, Tilt, ABS,
Traction Contrl, Active Handling,
Dual Climate, New Battery,
S p o r t  E x h a u s t .
slutz2004@gmail.com

Honda, Odyssey, 2006
$6000.00 Comfortable, reliable,
automatic sliding doors, heated
seats, room for 8 plus LOTS of
space in the back, includes set
of winter tires. Perfect family car
for your time in Europe.
015140018534 wellmankeri@y
ahoo.com

Panasonic Cordless Phone
$22.00 I am selling a Panasonic
Cordless Phone (European
Plug). ss2day@gmail.com

TREK 1000 Road Bike $500.00
54 CM TREK 1000 Road Bike,
lightly used. Recently completed
a full tune-up at the WAAF
Outdoor Rec and has a new
back rim, two new tubes,
Shimano clip-ins, and a full
install of Shimano SORA gears
($350 value alone). Bike will
come with a spare parts bag, a
repair multi-tool, a digital sped-
ometer & odometer, a bike
pump, a 54-62cm Specialized
bike helmet, and a pair of size
10 clip-in riding shoes.
015146647812 mgray502512@
yahoo.com

Jeep, Grand Cherokee, 1995
$2500.00 They don't make them
like this anymore. This time-
tested tank of solid steel and
sex appeal could turn heads on
and off the autobahn with you in
the driver's seat! With a mileage
of 165,000, she sports a new
engine with just over 50,000
miles. Also has new brakes,
automatic transmission, and 4-
wheel drive components.
Passed inspection just last
week. US specs? Yep. Steady
roar like a lion? You betcha.
Need to worry about pesky little
nicks? No way. Intermittently
working tape player? Included!
49-951-5191291

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

BMW, F650 GS, 2006 $4000.00
This is a great little commuter
bike. It's also just fun to ride on
weekends or for touring as well.
Light weight and very maneu-
verable. It has relatively low
mileage and comes with a
touring package. Reason for
selling is I just don't have time to
ride it. Bike is located in the
Sembach area. 063029815599
Tegoode@hotmail.com

LG Microwave for Sale $40.00
LG large capacity microwave for
sale. 220v. Cash and carry only.
Wiesbaden area. Contact with
q u e s t i o n s .
afh_1974@yahoo.com

Smith&Wesson .38 model 64
revolver $300.00 Model 64 S&W
Special, brusched steel finish,
like new with holster(s), Contact
0160-8980440 or e-mail rl-kabi
g20@hotmail.com 06303-6254

Pontiac Fiero, Sport Coupe SE,
1985 $6000.00 V6 Engine, 2.8
liters, 4 speed transaxle,
111,605 miles. New brakes,
clutch, electrical (alternator, dis-
tributor, headlights and motor,
computer) - Car has been
garaged since purchase,(14
years) worked on as a hobby.
Runs great! 01712078784
kyoungcox@aol.com

Motorcycles 164
Home Electronics 570

Chevrolet, Camaro, SS, 2011
$21500.00 Black, Green Strips
V8, 426 HP Details: AM FM CD
(Single Disc) Radio, Adjustable
Steering Wheel, Air Condition-
ing, (BREMBO)Anti-lock Brakes,
dimming Mirror, Automatic
Headlights, Power Seat Bucket
Seats, Cruise Control, Front
(Dual) and Rear Side Airbags,
Keyless Entry, Leather Steering
Wheel, MP3, OnStar Communi-
cation System, Power Mirrors,
Power Steering, Tinted Power
Windows, Premium Wheels,
Tachometer jkountz16@hotmail
.com

Gym, Body Craft $760.00 Body
Craft home gym. Galena pro,
excellent condition with leg
p r e s s  o p t i o n .  N e w
$2300.00.Quality piece ,not
junk. If you see it, you will want
it. +49 160 94908450

Honda, Civic, 2005 $4995.00
Silver 2005 Honda Civic Coupe
VP, approximately 98,000 miles.
Some cosmetic scrapes. In
perfect mechanical condition.
Uses synthetic oil. Installed a
Sony MP3 USB and CD Radio
that comes with a remote. Dark
grey&black interior. New brake
pads installed AUG 2013, New
all season tires installed Winter
2012, New floor mats Winter
2013. Manual locks and Win-
dows, Automatic transmission.
More pictures on request. Clean
title. I was the second owner. 2
year registration qualified.
01724694351

Fiat, 500, 2011 $9500.00 Metal-
lic red Fiat, air conditioning, CD
player, Bluetooth, USB, custom
seat covers,sun roof panel.
Great car, we have all service
and warranty records. Heading
back to States or we would not
be selling.Looking for good
home.Janet Ramstein +49

16094908450

BMW, X5 - 35i, 2011 $31000.00
Only selling to make room for an
upgrade before we PCS - we
love the X5 that much! Fully
loaded - Alpine white with cocoa
brown interior and dark walnut
trim. The amenities go on and
on for this vehicle...too long to
list in the limited space here.
Contact me for full list. Car is
available on Clay Kaserne M-F
or can meet you after work &
weekends. $31,000 o.b.o. - want
to see this car go to loving
owners rather than trade it in -
hurry, don't delay will trade in o
& a 31Mar14 0160 946 28 435
cjm_1206@yahoo.com

Sporting Goods 980

OPEL, Vectra, 2001 $3500.00
2.2 TurboDiesel Station Wagon,
180,000Km, 5 Speed, Good
condition, 35-40 Mpg, New
Inspection (Mar 7), Complete
new AC system, brakes, fuel
tank, windshield, battery. Tint,

winter & summer tires w
ims, Good stereo with Bluetooth
& Ipod & USB connect. Well
maintained with recent service.
$3500 negot iable.  Cal l
0173-8241703

Char-Broil Gas Grill for Sale
$75.00 model 463720112 gas
grill with 8,000 BTU side burner.
Has new 35,000 BTU main
burner unit, grate and heat tent.
Comes with extra replacement
grate and heat tent. Electric
igniter is missing. Cash and
carry only. Wiesbaden area.
afh_1974@yahoo.com

Audi, A4 S-Line Quattro, 2005
$8500.00 German specs, 2.0
Turbo, AWD, 6 speed Manual
Transmission, Sport Package,
Quartz Grey Pearl, Bose 10
speaker stereo system, 6 disk
CD changer, Audi Navigation
Plus (GPS), Nokia cell phone
cradle, automatic climate control
system, audible backup sen-
sors, auto lights and wipers,
adjustable heated seats, leather
seats shifter steering wheel
handbrake, custom fit Audi
rubber floor mats and trunk mat,
very clean inside and out.
Passed Vehicle Inspection
3,5,2014 and is valid for two
years. 314-570-2341 mike.grah
am@usace.army.mil

Sport Utility Vehicle 172

BUERSTER, TRAILER 530TL
CITY, 1983 $500.00 German
camper that is currently regis-
tered in the U.S. USAREUR
System. Registration is good
until July 2014. Please contact
me if you would like more
pictures or more information.
Camper is located in Pfungstadt.
j g e r s h e n @ h o t m a i l . c o m
01622717145

HARLEY DAVIDSON, ROAD
GLIDE, 2002 $10500.00 JUST
SHIPPED FROM MIAMI,
BLACK STOCK HD ROAD
GLIDE, ALWAYS GARAGED,
NEVER DROPPED, NEW
TIRES, BATTERY! MUST SEE!
0 6 1 4 4 6 6 2 1
barrio73@yahoo.com

Furniture/Appliances 511

Nissan Infiniti , G35x, 2006
$12000.00 Beautiful car in ex-
cellent condition dealer maintain
with records, and garage kept.
Black exterior, black leather
interior, Engine 3.5L V6 280 HP,
and fully loaded with every
option. 0172 6327869 samuelm
lawrence@gmail.com

Alfa Romeo, MiTo, 2009
$7750.00 Great car for Italy and
Europe: low miles, great fuel
economy, Blaupunkt radio with
CD, sport package, sport seats,
leather steering wheel, 18" alloy
rims, very clean, no damage,
E u r o  s p e c s
alfa.mito@yahoo.com

Spacious town home
in Mantel, 195 sqm, 10 min to
Graf and 20 min to Vilseck, 5
bedrooms, 2 full bathrms, plus a
powder room for guests, walk-in
pantry. balcony and patio lead-
ing to small backyard, built-in
kitchen, two parking spaces,
1000- Eur/mo (utilities not inclu-
ded), If interested, call

09605-924352 or
0176-93571466 after 6:00 pm.

Patriot Military Automobiles
Pre-Owned Center

- We Buy Cars -
US Specifications

www.patriot-autos.net
"We are Patriots!"
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XL German Bed $500.00 Gor-
geous, light cherrywood bed.
Largest bed on the market. Fits
two 100x200 German mattress-
es. Frame only. Paid 3,000.
Must let go due to downsizing!
015140018534 wellmankeri@y
ahoo.com

House Unfurnished 878
BMW, X-5, 2007 $24000.00
Excellent Condition, 59,000
miles navigation, power every-
thing, panoramic moonroof,
heated front and rear seats, rear
climate, power lumbar, leather
seats, xenon lights, comfort
access, European navigational
discs included. US Specs. Con-
tact Bi l l  032212156795
01622970602 william.e.funcheo
n.mil@mail.mil

Yamaha, Fazer 600, 2003
$2250.00 pcs back to states and
need to sell my Yamaha Fazer.
35700 kilometers. This bike has
a naked headlight conversion.
Has minor damage on right roll
bar from being dropped. other-
wise, it is in really great shape.
Has a brand new front michelin
pilot 3 tire. Includes outdoor
cover. Location- Garmisch. Mes-
sage for more details.
015226072206
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Harley Davidson, FLHX Street
Glide, 2009 $17000.00 This is a
beautiful Black Pearl Street
Glide with many extras including
4 point docking station with
detachable sissy bar and Lug-
gage rack inspection good until
Aug 2015. So much fun to ride
especially on long trips very
comfortable. Very powerful
Screaming Eagle 103. Received
an oil change and a Harley
Dealership inspection every
spring. Call 061457098 Wiesba-
den area Clear Title. prefer ID
Card Holder 015738439984

VW, Golf GTI, 2012 $19900.00
very clean car with sunroof 4
doors US spec Graf area pics.
a t  c a r 1 2 3 @ t - o n l i n e . d e
0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5 ,
sreinhold@freenet.de

Queen Sleeper Sofa $50.00
Sleeper sofa slightly worn.
0 0 3 5 2  2 6 3 6 1 8 8 3
cahilldd@yahoo.com

NISSAN, ARMADA, 2008
$21500.00 2008 Immaculate
Family SUV, Exceptional Condi-
tion with low miles.Charcoal
G r e y , E v e r y  A v a i l a b l e
Option(except nav)leather,DVD
Entertainment,Moonroof,Heated
Seats,Priced below KBB &
includes 4 X Blizzak Snow Tires
($800). Must be seen to be
appreciated. Must Sell, Owner
Retiring, Hohenfels Area. Seri-
ous Enquiries only please!
015111545427 liamolongbow@
hotmail.com

BMW, 735i 4-door, 1997
$4300.00 stunning dark blue
sedan; meticulously maintained,
summer & winter tires on sep
rims, located in Wiesbaden;
Price neg., email, or call after
1800 at 0171-3039599

Rex 125cc, Roller, 2013
$999.00 Purchased new July
2013, only 300 km. warranty
until July 2015. scottdude71@h
otmail.com

GTI500, Car roof Carrier, 1990
$60.00 Car roof carrier (GTI
500) suitable for all cars; for
extra luggage or skis; TUV
inspected; Thule mounting
pieces included. hasenbuhlerh
@yahoo.com

Classic European Furniture
Cash Discounts & 0% Lay Away
Visit: www.romanticfurniture.de

Call: (09721) 477-0070

Furniture 510
Volvo, XC70 (US specification),
2007 $14500.00 For Sale by
original owner 5 cylinder turbo-
injection, standard fuel (not
diesel),208 HP Lots of extras!
Meticulous maintenance record
No lien, buyer pays all applica-
ble taxes, title, and licensing
fees. Sold as is. Please contact:
0176-47267302

Moving to Barksdale Air Force
base Louisiana? $347500.00
For sale by owner 4 3 3
swimming pool, 2561 sqft. Fully
wired for surround sound, gas
range, granite countertops, cor-
ner lot in family friendly subdivi-
sion, 15 minutes from base, best
school district in the area. Home
warranty and closing costs
offered. No money down with a
VA loan! Available immediately.
email: colycal@yahoo.com

HARLEY DAVIDSON, SUPER
GLIDE CUSTOM, 2012, In
excellent condition. Comes with
saddlebags, new Arlen Ness
grips and 8 inch handlebars.
$11,700. OBO. Contact
cat21100yahoo.com for pics.
Based in Spangdahlem, Germa-
ny. 032212284768

BMW, X5 , 2010 $1000.00 Bolt
Pattern: 5 X 120 Stud Size: 14 X
1.5b Hub Center bore: 74.1
Purchased tires and rims from
BMW a month before the winter
season. So they are actually still
new. Tires come with TPM
monitor also billyblanks257@g
mail.com

Ford, Ranger, 2011 $20500.00
Ford Ranger XLT SuperCab
4X4. US Spec, Black, 4.0L v-6,
5-speed manual, Power Steer-
ing, Power Brakes, Air, 4-doors,
runs great. Paint has minor
scratches in bed and on bed
rails but then it is a truck. Asking
$20,500 OBO (below NADA and
blue book). A great truck for a
reasonable price. Call +49
160-9024-8715 or email joe
joes-bugs.com, for more info
or pictures.

Real Estate 850
5port switch 10 100 $15.00 I am
selling Hama 5port switch 10
100. I have 2 but selling each for
$15 or together for $25.
ss2day@gmail.com

VOLVO, XC70 AWD, 2007
$15000.00 Crosscountry AWD
Automatic millage 87K leather,
pwr heated front seats,AC, DVD
with wireless headphones, park
assist, tow package, sun roof,
electric windos, geartronic
transmission,dealer maintained,
o r  0 1 7 6 6 1 2 6 6 5 9 5
w.ssims@yahoo.com

Computers 360
BMW, 735I, 1996 $5000.00
Body type : limousine: Executive
Model ( 5 seats ) Mileage:
176,000 km Power: 173 kW
(235 hp) fuel: gasoline Exterior
color : Green Metallic Interior:
Full Leather Tan Vehicle De-
scription of the provider Interior:
Full leather, Tan , center
armrest - front, Multi -function
steering wheel , leather steering
wheel , wood interior trim ,
power steering , climate control,
5 Seats, El . adjustable seats -
front, programmable seats ,
leather seats , el. heated seats -
front, Power Windows billyblank
s257@gmail.com

Mercedes, S-Class Large Lim-
ousine, 2005 $14500.00 Diesel,
quad-barrel (AMG) sport ex-
haust, Real Leather & Wood
Interior, Chrome, Power Windo
ws-Seats-Sunroof, 4 Rial Per-
formance Rims (245 45 18) +
orig MB Rims & set of snow
tires, Command Center (orig) +
$1k 7" Media-Receiver (CD
DVD, DVB-T, BlueTooth, Nav,
Remote), Dash-Computer, auto
foldaway mirrors, auto premium
lights & wipers, new windshield
& tires, Air Suspension with diff
driving modes, ESP, park sen-
sors, Multi-AC. Reg maintained,
excellent condition. Easy
160MPH Books out more than
$20k 01602076899

Metal Outdoor Dog Kennel
$200.00 Large metal dog kennel
and dog house. Gate and roof.
Comes apart for moving and is
expandable. 00352 26361883
cahilldd@yahoo.com

4 BMW Alloy OEM 15" Rims
$80.00 I am selling 4 bmw alloy
oem 15" rims taken off my `93
318i. The rims are in fair
condition. Good for any BMW
owner who need rims or spares.
ss2day@gmail.com

Harley Davidson, Road Glide
Ultra, 2011 $21500.00 Ready
for summer riding season. US
Spec, 103cu inch EFI, 6speed
trans, ABS, CD player, pre-
wired for microphone, cruise
control, fixed fearing, factory
custom paint-Merlot Sunglow.
Service completed by HD certi-
fied dealer. porkchopbayern@g
mail.com

Automotive 140 Pet Accessories 822
Ford, Fusion Sport, 2010
$16000.00 Excellent condition,
Sport Blue, 3.5l V6, Completely
new brakes replaced on 14
March with 10,000 mile Ford
warranty, brand new high per-
formance summer tires on OZ
rims, winter tires mounted on
Alu rims, Ford racing suspen-
sion, leather, Sync, non smoking
first and only owner, dealer
maintained, well cared for.
0151-22346825 mineralgrey@y
ahoo.com

VOLVO, XC70 AWD, 2007
$15000.00 2007 Crosscountry
AWD Automatic millage 87K
leather, pwr heated front
seats,AC, DVD wireless head-
phones, park assist, tow pack-
age, sun roof, electric windos,
geartronic transmission,dealer
maintained, or 017661266595
w.ssims@yahoo.com

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
for help with a drinking problem call

+49 (0) 1803 224 357 or visit
www.alcoholics-anonymous.eu

HARLEY DAVIDSON, ROAD
GLIDE, 2002 $10500.00 JUST
SHIPPED FROM MIAMI,
BLACK STOCK HD ROAD
GLIDE, PERFECT,,ALWAYS
GARAGED, NEVER DROP-
PED, NEW TIRES, BATTERY!
MUST SEE! 061446621
barrio73@yahoo.com

BMW, 525i Kombi Wagon, 2005
$13500.00 76,000 miles Gray
with charcoal leather interior,
BMW navigation, BMW dealer
service all current electric heat-
ed seats very clean, non-
smoking comfortable car. Tires
less then 1 year. More photos
available. Gasoline 09843
936819 & 015166131273 DSN
467-4327, giz356gmail.com

Announcements 040
Land Rover, Range Rover
Evoque, 2013 $41000.00 in
maritus blue with black leather
interior. Bought new in July
2013 has about 7000KM and it
in excellent condition. This has
the 190 hp diesel engine mated
to a 6spd manual. Why this
combination is not imported in to
the US is beyond me. Gets
about 40mpg on the Bahn.
Email for more details at
jlwolff911@hotmail.com

Volvo, S60 T5, 2012 $22000.00
US spec. a very clean car, full
loadet sunroof leather mirrow
camera Graf area pics please
c a r 1 2 3 @ t - o n l i n e . d e
0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5 ,
sreinhold@freenet.de
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Toyota, Tacoma Pre-Runner
SR5, 2008 $21000.00 Pre-
Runner SR5 package,41k miles.
Excellent condition. A&E cold air
intake, Pioneer touch screen
DVD player, 12'' MTX sub, Bed
liner, Leather bed cover, Air
Conditioning, Cruise control,
Cup holders, Power locks, Pow-
er mirrors, Running boards,
Hood protector, 3'' Rev-Tech lift,
17'' alloy Moto Metal wheels, 33''
Cooper STT tires, Tinted win-
dows, Westin bull bar with
Westin off road lights, custom
Tacoma set covers, LED tail
lights, LED brake light, plus all
factory parts. stephen.parker20
06@gmail.com

Dodge, Grand Caravan ES,
2001 $3900.00 Great family
vehicle. Selling due to conus
pcs. Tan Leather, Heated Seats,
Tri-Zone AC, Power Seats,
Power Mirrors, 2 Captains
Chairs in 2nd row, Seats 7,
Newer Tires & Brakes, USAR-
EUR Inspection good until
March 2015, 2nd owner (1st
owner was my wife's grand-
mother), 111,000 miles.
0 1 6 0 - 9 7 0 8 - 0 6 1 3
n8_wells@yahoo.com

Person to Person 800
Ducati, Monster,  2001
$7500.00 Ducati Performance
50MM Spaghetti Exhaust (High
Mount) Termignonis with remov-
able DB Killer Ducati Perform-
ance ECU Power Commander
(Custom Map) BCM Filter Sili-
con Hoses Rizoma foot gear &
Mirrors and controlls ARB bars
Tons of Carbon Fiber Slipper
Clutch Very strong bike, quick
harloww@hotmail.com

Land rover , 110 Defender,
2009 $27500.00, German spec
with Ford common rail diesel 2.4
engine with 6spd manual. This
is a seven seater and for a
Defender is speced out with AC
and heated seats. It has been
near bullet proof in reliability
with 67,000Km. I bought the
Defender new in Dec 20008. All
service up to date and per-
formed by Fuhrmeister in Mainz.
FWIW, the Defender will end
civilian production in 2015.
Email for more info jlwolff911
hotmail.com

Volkswagen VW, Passat, 2007,
Great running US Specs, 71735
miles, 2.0 T 4-cylinder engine,
200 HP, manual transmission, 6
CD changer, automatic AC-
climate control, leather interior,
seat heat, power seats, power
windows, sunroof, brand new
brakes, comes with set of winter
tires, alloy wheels, all mainte-
nance services done and up to
date, registration current! $9,400
OBO Please contact me by
email perry.k.doegah@us.army
.mil or cell phone 0162-2566765

Dodge, Grand Caravan, 2001
$3800.00 2001 Dodge Grand
Caravan.120K miles, power
steering, power brakes, power
windows, power doors, AC,
AMFM CD Player. New tires and
brakes. Runs well drives great!
Vehicle located in Stuttgart,
Germany. Passed Inspection
SEP 13. Hail Damage. Contact
Bob, timelost@gmail.com or +33
626 593 885 (temp number in
France). 004915151617599

Dodge, Charger Rallye, 2011
$20000.00 292 HP 3.6 L V6
Automatic 21800 Mile Factory
Warranty NADA Value $23,525
Priced below Trade-In Accepting
Reasonable Offers Power Ev-
erything, Sports suspension. Al-
pine stereo, cockpit mounted
controls, 20" Wheels, Summer
a n d  W i n t e r  T i r e s
0160-981-86175 david.dollins@
gmail.com

PCS Sale $20.00 Pleather arm
chair - $20 Goldstar 19âÄù
Television - $20 AVOL DVD
Player - $15 3 speed Standing
floor fans - $25 3 speed Desk
fan - $15 1600 Watt Transform-
er - $35 750 Watt Transformer -
$25 2 x 300 Watt Transformer -
$20˚ach 75 Watt Transformer -
$15 Krups Power Xl6 blender -
$40 regine.ms@hotmail.com

PCS Sale 780

CycleShell, Motorcycle Enclo-
sure, 2013 $400.00 Bike owners
in Germany..this waterproof en-
closure totally protects our "toys"
from the rain and snow. CYCLE-
SHELL is a full enclosure
designed for motorcycle protec-
tion and storage. No assembly
and collapsible to five inches
thick, your bike is parked on a
hard platform off of the ground
and completely sealed. CYCLE-
SHELL thoroughly protects a
motorcycle against damaging
exposure to sun, rain, snow,
d u s t . . .  i P h o n e T e x t :
0175-251-7575 or email:
redleg89@me.com $400BO
0 1 7 5 - 2 5 1 - 6 9 5 7
redleg89@me.com

Toyota, Sienna XLE, 2000
$3200.00 Make an offer. Re-
cently passed inspection; En-
gine: 6-Cyl 3.0L, Automatic
Transmission, Mileage: 165K,
U.S. Specs, 4 Brand New
TIRES! Front Wheel Drive,
Cruise Control, AC, Moon Roof,
Tilt Wheel, Leather Seats, Pow-
er Steering, Power Windows &
Seat, AM FM Stereo, 6 CD
Changer, ABS, Tow Package,
Roof Rack, Alloy Wheels, Dual
Air Bags. KBB value is $3720
for 'fair condition'. Absolutely
mechanically sound and in
excellent running condition.
Phone: 017031⁄460446

Corvette Coupe, 2004 Com-
memorative Ed., only 25,500
miles. U.S, Spec. Exc. Cond.
LeMans Blue, New Michelin
Pilot Sport Run Flat Tires,
Leather, 4 spd Auto, Comfort
Access, Air conditioner, Cruise,
Power Everything, Security, Du-
al Airbags, Power Seats-
Memory, Moon RoofTarga,
HUD, Bose CD, Tilt, ABS,
Traction Contrl, Active Handling,
Dual Climate, New Battery,
Sport Exhaust. $28,500. Write
f o r  m o r e  p i c s -
slutz2004@gmail.com

Honda, Element,  2007
$11000.00 Upgraded stereo
components, JL Audio Stealth-
box subwoofer, Polk Audio
900W Amp, Polk Audio Marine
Car Audio Speakers (front &
rear) 165W, Tsunami Cap Lite-
wave Series, Pioneer DVD head
unit, Blue Tooth access. OEM
Honda Foglights, Interior Bike
Attachment, allows your bike to
stand upright with the fork
locked down, SS Chrome Run-
ning Boards, New Chrome Grill,
New Rear Spoiler, Set of
Bridgestone Snow Tires with Alu
Rims, Surfboard Attachment for
roof rack, and much more.
E x c e l l e n t  C o n d i t i o n .
0151-588-14271 newrobbi@ear
thlink.net

GIBSON Lucille BB King Elec-
tric Guitar, 2011 $2700.00
NEAR MINT Condition. I am
selling because I am ETSing in
a few months and need $$.
Includes free hardshell custom
case. +32 484 11 6532
huntg01@gmail.com

BMW, R65, 1981 $2500.00 US
specs, Blue, Boxer motor, elec-
tronic ignition, saddlebags +2
seats,16438 miles; clean and
excellent condition. hasenbuhle
rh@yahoo.com

Chrysler, Town & Country
Touring Plus, 2010 $16500.00
Outstanding touring van just in
time for Spring Break! Fits 7
passengers plus luggage with
stow & go and roof rack. 70K
mile Bumper to Bumper warran-
ty and remainder of 5yr1⁄800K
powertrain warranty. Seller
guarantees inspection. Has 4
snow tires (mounted) and 4
additional rims for summer tires.
Great vehicle for Europe, has fit
in all parking garages, even with
roof rack. 65,000 miles, US
specs. Email me at: Chrysler.4s
ale@yahoo.com for more de-
tails. 01511-6502218
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GOLF

BY JIM LITKE

The Associated Press

Maybe we were just focused on 
the wrong body part.

Ever since Tiger Woods’ SUV 
veered off course at the end of 
his driveway in Florida nearly 
six years ago, the questions have 
been about his head. And all the 
while, it’s the rest of his body — 
the left side mostly — that’s been 
breaking down before our eyes. 
Maybe, like Icarus, it turns out 
Woods just wasn’t built to go the 
distance.

He broke into big-time golf at 
20, thin as a 2-iron and swinging 
with all the abandon of a kid. He 
putted without nerves, hit the ball 
farther and passed so many ca-
reer signposts so breathtakingly 
fast, and with such ease, that his 
future seemed to be on cruise-
control already.

But Woods is 38 now, and de-
spite sparking the fitness craze 
that revolutionized professional 
golf, he’s falling apart like a used 
car.

Woods announced Tuesday he 
would skip the Masters for the 
first time in his career to begin 
yet another rehab from the latest 
of at least a half-dozen surgeries. 
For all the comparisons to Jack 
Nicklaus, in light of this latest 
breakdown, it might be more apt 
to look at Mickey Mantle.

A chain-reaction series of inju-
ries hobbled the Yankee slugger 
through the final few seasons of a 
career that should have been even 
better — not to mention longer. 
Mantle’s bad luck, as one writer 
memorably put it, was to be “a 
million-dollar talent propped up 
on dime-store knees.”

At this point it’s worth noting 
that Mantle had a drinking prob-
lem. And that he contributed to 
his own demise as a ballplayer by 
staying out late too many nights, 

something to which Woods has 
already pleaded guilty. But the 
way the injuries dogged Mantle 
at the end, sapping both his power 
and speed, may turn out to be the 
more instructive parallel.

Woods’ latest surgery, called a 
microdiscectomy, was to relieve 
the pain from a pinched nerve in 
his back. Problems with his back 
first surfaced last summer, then 
resumed this spring, culminating 
in Woods’ withdrawal from the 
Honda Classic and a final-round 
78 a week later at Doral, where he 
looked visibly weakened.

A bad back is worrisome enough. 
That it arrives at the end of a string 
of injuries to Woods’ left leg, knee 
and elbow, as well as both Achilles 
tendons — and almost all within 
the last half-dozen years — makes 
you wonder whether it’s part of a 
larger pattern.

In a statement on his web-
site, Woods called the setback 
“frustrating” but “something 
my doctors advised me to do for 
my immediate and long-term 
health.”

The website also pointed out 
that swinging a golf club could 
have caused the pinched nerve, 
and as anybody who’s ever swung 
one for a couple of rounds can at-
test, it can damage plenty of other 
body parts as well.

Woods has been doing that 
since age 3, and until the surger-
ies began piling up, it seemed 
as if he could go on doing it long 
enough to win more major tour-
naments that anyone had. But 
he’s been stuck at 14 since the 
2008 U.S. Open, and suddenly it’s 
relevant that he’s playing a game 
that has knocked just about every 
other great champion off his ped-
estal by the mid-to-late 30s.

Woods certainly knows the 
litany: Bobby Jones retired at 
28; Tom Watson and Byron Nel-
son never won another after 33; 

Arnold Palmer, 34; and Walter 
Hagen, 36. Gary Player won only 
one after 38 and Nick Faldo his 
last at 39. Ben Hogan was an out-
lier, winning into his early 40s.

Nicklaus, the one that always 
mattered most to Woods, won all 
but one of his by age 40, covering 
an 18-year span. And the last one, 
the 1986 Masters at age 46, was 
what people mean by the phrase, 
“catching lightning in a bottle.”

Woods may still be good for one 
of those, as well as a few more 
regular tour events, which he’s 
continued to win with some regu-
larity. More important, perhaps, 
he isn’t conceding anything. He 
needs four more PGA Tour wins 
to pass Sam Snead and five more 
majors to go by Nicklaus.

“There are a couple (of) re-
cords by two outstanding indi-
viduals and players that I hope 
one day to break,” Woods said 
Tuesday on his website. “As I’ve 
said many times, Sam and Jack 
reached their milestones over an 
entire career. I plan to have a lot 
of years left in mine.”

Even if Woods is right, this 
much is already different. A lot of 
those kids he inspired to take up 
the game blow their drives past 
his, and they don’t spit up leads 
the way Woods’ peers used to the 
second his name popped up on the 
leaderboard. The last time some of 
them saw Woods make a putt that 
mattered in a major was on TV.

So it matters less, at the mo-
ment anyway, where Woods’ head 
is at than how quickly — maybe 
even whether — the rest of his 
body heals. Deep as that bunker 
he was standing in looked before, 
his shot looks a lot tougher now.
Jim Litke is a national sports colum-
nist for The Associated Press. Write to 
him at jlitke@ap.org and follow him at 
Twitter.com/JimLitke

A look at the injuries for Tiger Woods :
December 1994 — Surgery on left knee 

to remove two benign tumors and scar 
tissue.

Dec. 13, 2002 — Surgery on left knee to 
remove fluid inside and outside the ACL 
and remove benign cysts from his left 
knee. Misses the season opener in 2003.

August 2007 — Ruptures the ACL in his 
left knee while running on a golf course 
after the British Open, but is able to keep 
playing. Wins five of the last six tourna-
ments he plays, including the PGA Cham-
pionship for his 13th major.

April 15, 2008 — Two days after the 
Masters, has arthroscopic surgery on his 
left knee to repair cartilage damage.

May 2008 — Advised weeks before the 
U.S. Open that he has two stress frac-
tures of the left tibia and should rest 
for six weeks, the first three weeks on 
crutches.

June 24, 2008 — Eight days after win-
ning the U.S. Open, has surgery to repair 
the ACL in his left knee by using a tendon 
from his right thigh. Additional cartilage 
damage is repaired. Misses the rest of 
the season and does not return until the 
Match Play Championship at the end of 
February 2009.

December 2008 — Injured his Achilles 
tendon in his right leg as he was running 
while preparing to return to golf.

Nov. 27, 2009 — Hospitalized over-
night with a sore neck and a cut lip that 
required five stitches when the SUV he 
was driving ran over a fire hydrant and 
into a tree.

May 9, 2010 — Withdrew from the final 
round of The Players Championship, cit-
ing a bulging disk. He later said it was 
a neck issue that caused tingling in his 
right side, and that it first became a prob-
lem as he began practicing harder for his 
return to the Masters a month earlier.

April 10, 2011 — Injures his left Achilles 
tendon hitting from an awkward stance 
on the 17th at Augusta. Withdraws from 
the Wells Fargo Championship.

May 12, 2011 — Withdraws from The 

Players Championship after a 42 on the 
front nine. Diagnosed with an MCL sprain 
in his left knee and in his left Achilles
tendon. He misses the next two months,
including two majors, returning at the 
Bridgestone Invitational.

March 11, 2012 — Feels tightness in his 
left Achilles tendon and withdraws after
11 holes of the final round in the Cadillac 
Championship at Doral. 

Aug. 24, 2012 — Moves stiffly during
the second round of The Barclays and
later says he felt pain in his lower back, 
which he attributed to a soft mattress in 
his hotel room.

June 13, 2013 — Is seen shaking his
left arm during the opening round of the 
U.S. Open. He later says it’s a left elbow
strain that he injured while winning The 
Players Championship a month earlier.
He misses two tournaments and returns 
at the British Open.

Aug. 11, 2013 — Said he felt tightness
in his back during the final round of the 
PGA Championship.

Aug. 21, 2013 — Two weeks after the 
PGA Championship, he only chips and 
putts on the back nine of the pro-am at 
The Barclays, complaining of a stiff neck 
and back that he attributed to a soft bed 
in the hotel. By Sunday at The Barclays,
he dropped to his knees after one shot 
because of back spasms.

March 2, 2014 — Withdraws after 13
holes of the final round at The Honda
Classic because of lower back pain and 
spams, describing it as similar to what 
he felt at The Barclays.

March 9, 2014 — Plays the final 12 
holes with pain in his lower back . He
shoots 78, the highest score of his career 
in a final round.

March 19, 2014 — Withdraws from the 
Arnold Palmer Invitational because of 
the persistent pain in his back. He was
the two-time defending champion.

March 31, 2014 — Has surgery in Utah 
for a pinched nerve.

— The Associated Press

Can Tiger go the distance?
New surgery raises doubts whether Woods’ body can endure, thrive

ROBERT DUYOS, SUN SENTINEL/MCT

Tiger Woods announced Tuesday that he will skip the Masters to 
recover from the latest of more than a half-dozen surgeries.

Woods’ woes
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College basketball

NCAA Men’s tournament
 FINAL FOUR

At Arlington, Texas
National Semifinals

Saturday, April 5
UConn (30-8) vs. Florida (36-2)
Kentucky (28-10) vs. Wisconsin (30-7)

National Championship
Monday, April 7

Semifinal winners

Men’s NIT
At New York
Semifinals

Tuesday, April 1
SMU 65, Clemson 59
Minnesota 67, Florida State 64, OT

Championship
Thursday, April 3

SMU (27-9) vs. Minnesota (24-13)

CBI
Championship Series

(Best-of-three)
Siena 61, Fresno State 57, Siena leads 

series 1-0
Wednesday, April 2

Fresno State (20-17) at Siena (19-17)
Saturday, April 5

Fresno State at Siena, if necessary 

CIT
Semifinals

Tuesday, April 1
Yale 75, VMI 62
Murray State 98, Pacific 75

Championship
Thursday, April 3

Yale (23-12) vs. Murray State (22-11)

NCAA Women’s tournament
LINCOLN REGIONAL
Regional Semifinals

At Lincoln, Neb.
Saturday, March 29

UConn 70, BYU 51
Texas A&M 84, DePaul 65

Monday, March 31
Regional Championship

UConn 69, Texas A&M 54
STANFORD REGIONAL
Regional Semifinals
At Stanford, Calif.
Sunday, March 30

Stanford 82, Penn State 57
North Carolina 65, South Carolina 58

Regional Championship
Tuesday, April 1

Stanford 74, North Carolina 65
NOTRE DAME REGIONAL

Regional Semifinals
At Notre Dame, Ind.
Saturday, March 29

Baylor 90, Kentucky 72
Notre Dame 89, Oklahoma State 72

Regional Championship
Monday, March 31

Notre Dame 88, Baylor 69
LOUISVILLE REGIONAL

Regional Semifinals
At Louisville, Ky.

Sunday, March 30
Maryland 73, Tennessee 62
Louisville 73, LSU 47

Regional Championship
Tuesday, April 1

Maryland 76, Louisville 73
FINAL FOUR

At Nashville, Tenn.
National Semifinals

Sunday, April 6
UConn (38-0) vs. Stanford (33-3)
Notre Dame (36-0) vs. Maryland (28-6)

National Championship
Tuesday, April 8

Semifinal winners

Women’s NIT
Semifinals

Wednesday, April 2
Rutgers (26-9) at South Florida (23-12)
South Dakota State (26-9) at UTEP (28-

7)
Championship

April 5
Semifinal winners

AP Women’s All-America Team
Statistics through March 27

First Team
Chiney Ogwumike, Stanford, 6-4, se-

nior, Cypress, Texas, 26.6 ppg, 12.1 rpg, 
61.1 fg pct, 70 ft pct, (36 first-team votes, 
180 total points)

Odyssey Sims, Baylor, 5-8, senior, Ir-
ving, Texas, 28.5 ppg, 4.6 apg, 2.0 spg, 
80.6 ft pct,(36, 180)

Breanna Stewart, Connecticut, 6-5, 
sophomore, Syracuse, N.Y. 19.7 ppg, 8.3 
rpg, 3.1 apg, 2.8 bpg, (36, 180)

Kayla McBride, Notre Dame, 5-11, se-
nior, Erie. Pa., 17.4 ppg, 5.3 rpg, 3.9 apg, 
46.9 fg pct, (30, 162)

Alyssa Thomas, Maryland, 6-2, senior, 
Harrisburg, Pa., 18.6 ppg, 10.9 rpg, 4.3 
apg, 51.1 fg pct, (25, 154)

Second Team
Bria Hartley, Connecticut, 5-8, senior, 

North Babylon, N.Y., 16.5 ppg, 4.4 apg, 3.6 
rpg, 48.7 fg pct, (4, 100)

Jewell Loyd, Notre Dame, 5-10, sopho-
more, Lincolnwood, Ill., 18.4 ppg, 6.3 rpg, 
52.8 fg pct, 82.3 ft pct, (2, 90)

Shoni Schimmel, Louisville, senior, 
Mission, Ore., 17.0 ppg, 4.5 rpg, 3.8 apg, 
81.4 ft pct,(5, 88)

Stefanie Dolson, Connecticut, 6-5, se-
nior, Port Jervis, N.Y., 12.4 ppg, 9.0 rpg, 3.4 
apg, 56.8 fg pct, (2, 88)

Jordan Hooper, Nebraska, 6-2, senior, 
Alliance, Neb., 20.4 ppg, 9.1 rpg, 80.3 ft 
pct, (0, 74)

Third Team
Tiffany Mitchell, South Carolina, 5-9, 

Charlotte, N.C., 15.6 ppg, 5.6 rpg, 3.5 apg, 
50.2 fg pct, (2, 50)

Maggie Lucas, Penn State, 5-10, se-
nior, Narberth, Pa., 21.5 ppg, 4.2 rpg, 94.9 
ft pct, (0, 47)

Tricia Liston, Duke, 6-1, senior, River 
Forest, Ill. 17.2 ppg, 5.2 rpg, 48.1 3pt pct, 
85.2 ft pct, (0, 23)

Natalie Achonwa, Notre Dame, 6-3, 
senior, Guelph, Ontario, 14.5 ppg, 7.5 rpg, 
60.2 fg pct, (0, 21)

Elizabeth Williams, Duke, 6-3, junior, 
Virginia Beach, Va., 13.8 ppg, 7.6 rpg, 3.1 
bpg, 52.6 fg pct (0, 17).

Honorable Mention
Jillian Alleyne, Oregon; Rachel Ban-

ham, Minnesota; Tiffany Bias, Oklahoma 
State; Brittany Boyd, California; Asya 
Bussie, West Virginia; Hallie Christof-
ferson, Iowa State; Jerica Coley, Florida 
International; Diamond DeShields, North 
Carolina; Aaryn Ellenberg, Oklahoma; 
Markeisha Gatling, N.C. State; Chelsea 
Gray, Duke; Dearica Hamby, Wake Forest; 
Jennifer Hamson, BYU; Isabelle Harrison, 
Tennessee; Bria Holmes, West Virginia; 
Natasha Howard, Florida State; Brittany 
Hrynko, DePaul; Moriah Jefferson, Con-
necticut; Jamie Kaplan, Tulane; Jessica 
Kuster, Rice; Samantha Logic, Iowa; Va-
lencia McFarland, Missisippi; Tyaunna 
Marshall, Georgia Tech; Damika Mar-
tinez, Iona; Kaleena Mosqueda-Lewis, 
Connecticut; Jennifer O’Neill, Kentucky; 
Haiden Palmer, Gonzaga; Ebony Rowe, 
Middle Tennessee; Jennifer Schlott, Utah 
State; Meighan Simmons, Tennessee; 
Rachel Theriot, Nebraska; Kayla Thorn-
ton, UTEP; Courtney Walker, Texas A&M; 
Aleighsa Welch, South Carolina.

College baseball

Tuesday’s scores
EAST

Adelphi 3, Pace 1
Bentley 3, Stonehill 2
CCSU 4, UMass-Lowell 3
Chestnut Hill 7-2, Caldwell 3-0
Drew 10, Rutgers-Newark 7
Hofstra 8, Manhattan 2
NJ City 9, Baruch 2
St. Anselm 9, St. Michael’s 0
S. New Hampshire 5, Franklin Pierce 4
Slippery Rock 13, Clarion 4
Waynesburg 7-4, Thiel 2-3
Wesley 7, Susquehanna 6, 11 innings

SOUTH
Belhaven 10, Millsaps 7
Bluefield 11, Emory & Henry 5
Boston College 2, UConn 1
Bridgewater, Va. 12, Shenandoah 6
Charlotte 6, USC Upstate 2
Christian Brothers 13, Victory 10
Clemson 13, Furman 2
Cumberland (Tenn.) 17, Bethel 5, 8 in-

nings
Erskine 9, Anderson (SC) 6
Florida St. 8, Florida Gulf Coast 3
Georgia Southern 13, Jacksonville 5
Hanover 11, Transylvania 8
High Point 5, Wake Forest 1
Kentucky 8, Louisville 3
Lee 17, Tenn. Temple 2, 7 innings
Lenoir-Rhyne 6, King (Tenn.) 4
Liberty 4, Duke 3
Limestone 4, Carson-Newman 2
Lynchburg 3, Hampden-Sydney 0
Maryland 5, VCU 2
Mid-Continent 7, Freed-Hardeman 4
Mount Olive 11, Francis Marion 6
Newberry 10, GRU Augusta 2
North Carolina 9, UNC-Wilmington 4
NC State 9, Campbell 2, 12 innings
St. Augustine’s 8-6, Virginia St. 7-10
St. Catharine 2-16, Asbury 1-2
S. Indiana 8-4, Bellarmine 2-3
Spring Hill 9, Mobile 7
Vanderbilt 5, UT-Martin 0
Virginia 7, Old Dominion 1
Virginia Wesleyan 9, Randolph-Macon 

8
W. Kentucky 5, Austin Peay 2
West Virginia 6, Pittsburgh 4
Winston-Salem 14, Catawba 10

MIDWEST
Notre Dame 11, Valparaiso 1
Ohio St. 11, Ohio 6
St. Xavier 8-15, St. Francis (Ill.) 7-5

SOUTHWEST
Baylor 5, Incarnate Word 2
Prairie View A&M 9, Houston Baptist 8
TCU 12, Texas-Arlington 6
Texas A&M-Kingsville 10, St. Mary’s 

(Texas) 4
Texas Lutheran 2, Concordia (Texas) 1
Texas St. 7, UTSA 6
Texas Tech 6, New Mexico 3
Trinity (Texas) 13, Hardin-Simmons 6

FAR WEST
Pepperdine 4, UC Irvine 3

College hockey

NCAA Division I tournament
NORTHEAST REGIONAL

At Worcester, Mass.
First Round

Saturday, March 29
Boston College 6, Denver 2
UMass-Lowell 2, Minnesota State-

Mankato 1
Championship

Sunday, March 30
Boston College 4, UMass-Lowell 3

EAST REGIONAL
At Bridgeport, Conn.

First Round
Friday, March 28

Union (N.Y.) 5, Vermont 2
Providence 4, Quinnipiac 0

Championship
Saturday, March 29

Union (N.Y.) 3, Providence 1
MIDWEST REGIONAL

At Cincinnati
First Round

Friday, March 28
Ferris State 1, Colgate 0
North Dakota 5, Wisconsin 2

Championship
Saturday, March 29

North Dakota 2, Ferris State 1, 2OT
WEST REGIONAL
At St. Paul, Minn.

First Round
Saturday, March 29
Minnesota 7, Robert Morris 3
St. Cloud State 4, Notre Dame 3, OT

Championship
Sunday, March 30

Minnesota 4, St. Cloud State 0
FROZEN FOUR

At Philadelphia
Semifinals

Thursday, April 10
Boston College (28-7-4) vs. Union (N.Y.) 

(30-6-4)
North Dakota (25-13-3) vs. Minnesota 

(27-6-6)
Championship

Saturday, April 12
Semifinal winners

Deals

Tuesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
NEW YORK YANKEES — Placed INF

Brendan Ryan on the 15-day DL, retroac-
tive to March 22. Selected the contract of
INF Yangervis Solarte from Scranton-Wil-
kes-Barre (IL). Designated INF Eduardo 
Nunez for assignment.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Assigned 
RHP Fernando Rodriguez to Sacramento
(PCL) for a rehab assignment.

TEXAS RANGERS — Designated C Chris 
Gimenez for assignment. Selected the 
contract of RHP Daniel McCutchen from
Round Rock (PCL). Assigned LHP Michael 
Kirkman outright to Round Rock.

National League
ATLANTA BRAVES — Assigned LHP

Mike Minor to Mississippi (SL) for a re-
hab assignment.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

NBA — Fined Detroit G Brandon Jen-
nings $5,000 violating the league’s anti-
flopping rules for the second time this
season. Fined Sacramento F Reggie Ev-
ans $15,000 for elbowing New Orleans 
F-C Anthony Davis in the face during 
Monday’s game.
Women’s National Basketball Association

LOS ANGELES SPARKS — Signed G Ar-
mintie Herrington. Traded G Jenna O’Hea 
to Seattle for a 2015 second-round draft
pick.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Signed CBs 
LeQuan Lewis and Eddie Whitley to two-
year contracts.

DENVER BRONCOS — Signed CB Chris 
Harris Jr. to a one-year contract.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Agreed to
terms with LB Parys Haralson on a one-
year contract.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Signed OL 
Charles Brown.

NEW YORK JETS — Signed WR/KR Ja-
coby Ford and CB Dimitri Patterson.

OAKLAND RAIDERS — Released G Mike
Brisiel.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Signed CB 
Brice McCain to a one-year contract.

ST. LOUIS RAMS — Signed WR Kenny
Britt, DL Alex Carrington, QB Shaun Hill, 
LB Etienne Sabino and CB Greg Reid.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Signed
FBs Josh Baker and Jorvorskie Lane.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

CAROLINA HURRICANES — Recalled F 
Chris Terry from Charlotte (AHL) on an 
emergency basis.

DALLAS STARS — Assigned D Troy 
Vance to Elmira (ECHL).

DETROIT RED WINGS — Reassigned
RW Zach Nastasiuk from Owen Sound
(OHL) to Grand Rapids (AHL).

EDMONTON OILERS — Assigned G Lau-
rent Brossoit from Oklahoma City (AHL) 
to Bakersfield (ECHL).

FLORIDA PANTHERS — Recalled F Bob-
by Butler and D Jonathan Racine from
San Antonio (AHL).

LOS ANGELES KINGS — Signed F Mi-
chael Mersch to a three-year, entry-level
contract and F Nic Dowd to a one-year, 
entry-level contract.

MINNESOTA WILD — Signed D Chris-
tian Folin to a two-year, entry-level con-
tract.

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Recalled F Mike
Sislo from Albany (AHL).

OTTAWA SENATORS — Signed F Gar-
rett Thompson to a one-year, entry-level
contract and G Chris Driedger to a three-
year, entry-level contract.

SAN JOSE SHARKS — Reassigned D 
Mirco Mueller to Worcester (AHL).

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Signed F 
Adam Erne to an entry-level contract and
assigned him to Syracuse (AHL).

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — Recalled F 
Chris Brown from Hershey (AHL). Reas-
signed D Brett Flemming from Reading
(ECHL) to Hershey.

WINNIPEG JETS — Reassigned G Eric 
Comrie from Tri-City (WHL) and D Josh 
Morrissey from Prince Albert (WHL) to
St. John’s (AHL) and G Jussi Olkinuora
from St. John’s to Ontario (ECHL).

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

SPORTING KANSAS CITY — Signed M 
Victor Munoz.

WINTER SPORTS
U.S. SKI AND SNOWBOARD ASSOCIA-

TION — Named Trisha Worthington ex-
ecutive vice president and chief devel-
opment officer.

COLLEGE
CARROLL (MONT.) — Named Doug 

Mello men’s soccer coach.
FORDHAM — Named Jon Wholley as-

stistant defensive coordinator/lineback-
ers coach and Darin Edward defensive
line coach.

LOUISIANA-MONROE — Named Jeff 
Dow women’s basketball coach.

LSU — Announced F Johnny O’Bryant
III will enter the NBA Draft.

LOUISIANA TECH — Named Tyler Sum-
mitt women’s basketball coach.

MARQUETTE — Named Steve
Wojciechowski men’s basketball coach.

MONTANA STATE — Named Brian Fish
men’s basketball coach.

RICE — Named Scott Pera men’s assis-
tant basketball coach.

TCU — Named Raegan Pebley wom-
en’s basketball coach.

TOLEDO — Extended the contract of
Tod Kowalczyk men’s basketball coach
through the 2020-21 season.

UCLA — Dismissed OT Torian White 
from the football team.

UT MARTIN — Signed women’s basket-
ball coach Kevin McMillan to a six-year
contract extension through the 2019-20 
season.

Tennis

Monterrey Open
Tuesday

At Sierra Madre Tennis Club
Monterrey, Mexico

Purse: $500,000 (Intl.)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Luksika Kumkhum, Thailand, def. Dali-
la Jakupovic, Slovenia, 7-5, 6-0.

Magdalena Rybarikova (6), Slovakia, 
def. Olga Govortsova, Belarus, 6-3, 3-6, 
6-2.

Monica Puig (8), Puerto Rico, def. Olga 
Puchkova, Russia, 6-0, 6-3.

Julia Boserup, United States, def. Kirst-
en Flipkens (4), Belgium, 6-4, 1-6, 6-2.

Aleksandra Wozniak, Canada, def. 
Marcela Zacarias, Mexico, 3-6, 6-0, 6-1.

Caroline Wozniacki (3), Denmark, def. 
CoCo Vandeweghe, United States, 6-3, 7-
6 (4).

Ana Ivanovic (2), Serbia, def. Urszula 
Radwanska, Poland, 4-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Doubles
First Round

Amandine Hesse, France, and Hsu 
Chieh-yu, United States, def. Elitsa Kos-
tova, Bulgaria, and Adriana Perez, Ven-
ezuela, 6-3, 6-3.

Darija Jurak, Croatia, and Megan 
Moulton-Levy (3), United States, def. 
Heidi El Tabakh, Canada, and Allie Kiick, 
United States, 7-5, 4-6, 10-7.

Asia Muhammad and Allie Will, United 
States, def. Liga Dekmeijere, Latvia, and 
Nikola Frankova, Czech Republic, 7-6 (4), 
7-5.

Gabriela Dabrowski, Canada, and 
Oksana Kalashnikova (2), Georgia, def. 
Alejandra Cisneros and Camila Fuentes, 
Mexico, vs. 7-5, 1-6, 10-7.

Timea Babos, Hungary, and Olga Gov-
ortsova (1), Belarus, def. Kristina Mlad-
enovic, France, and Tatiana Panova, Rus-
sia, 6-3, 4-6, 13-11. 

Family Circle Cup
Tuesday

At The Family Circle Tennis Center
Charleston, S.C.

Purse: $710,000 (Premier)
Surface: Green Clay-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Daniela Hantuchova (12), Slovakia, 
def. Shelby Rogers, United States, 7-5, 
7-5.

Zhang Shuai (16), China, def. Hsieh Su-
wei, Taiwan, 3-6, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (0).

Vania King, United States, def. Julia 
Glushko, Israel, 4-6, 7-5, 6-3.

Elena Vesnina, Russia, def. Anna 
Schmiedlova, Slovakia, 6-2, 6-1.

Venus Williams (11), United States, 
def. Barbora Zahlavova Strycova, Czech 
Republic, 6-3, 0-6, 7-5.

Andrea Petkovic (14), Germany, def. 
Lesia Tsurenko, Ukraine, 6-7 (2), 6-4, 6-1.

Lourdes Dominguez Lino, Spain, def. 
Anabel Medina Garrigues, Spain, 6-3, 6-
2.

Marina Erakovic, New Zealand, def. 
Nadia Petrova, Russia, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Peng Shuai, China, def. Caroline Gar-
cia, France, 6-2, 6-3.

Second Round
Sam Stosur (7), Australia, def. Yarosla-

va Shvedova, Kazakhstan, 6-3, 5-7, 6-1.
Teliana Pereira, Brazil, def. Sorana 

Cirstea (8), Romania, 3-6, 6-3, 7-6 (0).
Eugenie Bouchard (6), Canada, def. 

Alla Kudryavtseva, Russia, 6-2, 6-0.
Jana Cepelova, Slovakia, def. Serena 

Williams (1), United States, 6-4, 6-4.
Lucie Safarova (9), Czech Republic, 

def. Virginie Razzano, France, 2-6, 6-4, 
6-4.

Doubles
First Round

Jelena Jankovic, Serbia, and Andrea 
Petkovic, Germany, def. Liezel Huber and 
Lisa Raymond, United States, 7-5, 2-6, 10-
7.

Sorana Cirstea, Romania, and Maria 
Kirilenko, Russia, def. Alicja Rosolska, 
Poland, and Chanelle Scheepers, South 
Africa, 4-6, 6-3, 11-9.

Julia Goerges and Anna-Lena Groene-
feld (4), Germany, def. Janette Husarova, 
Slovakia, and Varvara Lepchenko, United 
States, 6-2, 6-7 (3), 10-4.

Pro soccer

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L T Pts GF GA
Columbus 3 0 0 9 7 2
Sporting KC 2 1 1 7 5 4
Houston 2 1 0 6 6 2
Toronto FC 2 1 0 6 3 4
Philadelphia 1 1 2 5 4 4
New England 1 2 1 4 2 6
Chicago 0 1 3 3 6 7
New York 0 1 3 3 4 7
Montreal 0 3 1 1 3 7
D.C. 0 2 1 1 2 6

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
FC Dallas 3 0 1 10 9 5
Real Salt Lake 2 0 2 8 8 4
Vancouver 2 0 2 8 7 3
Seattle 2 2 0 6 5 4
Chivas USA 1 1 2 5 6 7
Colorado 1 1 1 4 5 4
Portland 0 2 2 2 3 6
Los Angeles 0 1 1 1 1 2
San Jose 0 2 1 1 4 6

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Saturday, March 29
Philadelphia 1, Montreal 1, tie
D.C. United 2, Chicago 2, tie
Sporting Kansas City 3, Colorado 2
Vancouver 2, Houston 1
FC Dallas 2, Portland 1
Real Salt Lake 3, Toronto FC 0
Columbus 2, Seattle FC 1
New England 2, San Jose 1

Sunday, March 30
New York 1, Chivas USA 1, tie

Saturday’s games
Seattle FC at Portland
New York at Montreal
Philadelphia at Chicago
Toronto FC at Columbus
Colorado at Vancouver
New England at D.C. United
FC Dallas at Houston
Real Salt Lake at Sporting Kansas City

Sunday’s game
Los Angeles at Chivas USA

Golf

World rankings
Through March 30

 1. Tiger Woods USA 9.27
 2. Adam Scott AUS 8.37
 3. Henrik Stenson SWE 8.20
 4. Jason Day AUS 6.87
 5. Phil Mickelson USA 6.29
 6. Justin Rose ENG 6.00
 7. Rory McIlroy NIR 5.93
 8. Sergio Garcia ESP 5.90
 9. Zach Johnson USA 5.87
10. Dustin Johnson USA 5.80
11. Matt Kuchar USA 5.54
12. Bubba Watson USA 5.26
13. Jordan Spieth USA 5.21
14. Graeme McDowell NIR 4.74
15. Steve Stricker USA 4.53
16. Jason Dufner USA 4.48
17. Charl Schwartzel SAF 4.42
18. Keegan Bradley USA 4.30
19. Ian Poulter ENG 4.21
20. Brandt Snedeker USA 4.18
21. Victor Dubuisson FRA 4.10
22. Patrick Reed USA 4.03
23. Jim Furyk USA 4.02
24. Webb Simpson USA 3.99
25. Hideki Matsuyama JPN 3.95
26. Jimmy Walker USA 3.94
27. Luke Donald ENG 3.92
28. Jamie Donaldson WAL 3.82
29. Thomas Bjorn DEN 3.69
30. Graham DeLaet CAN 3.53
31. Bill Haas USA 3.34
32. Hunter Mahan USA 3.18
33. Ryan Moore USA 3.14
34. Ernie Els SAF 3.05
35. Louis Oosthuizen SAF 3.00
36. Harris English USA 2.93
37. Stephen Gallacher SCO 2.90
38. Lee Westwood ENG 2.86
39. Miguel Angel Jimenez ESP 2.70
40. Rickie Fowler USA 2.64
41. Gonzalo Fernandez-Castano ESP 2.61
42. Matt Every USA 2.61
43. Joost Luiten NED 2.59
44. Nick Watney USA 2.58 

AP sportlight
April 3

1930 — The Montreal Canadiens win 
the NHL Stanley Cup with a two-game 
sweep of the Boston Bruins.

1933 — Ken Doraty’s overtime goal 
gives the Toronto Maple Leafs and 1-0 
victory over the Boston Bruins in semi-
finals of the Stanley Cup playoffs. The 
goal comes at one hour, 44 minutes and 
46 seconds of the overtime beyond the 
one-hour regulation game.

1977 — Jean Ratelle of the Boston 
Bruins scores his 1,000th point with an 
assist in a 7-4 triumph over the Toronto 
Maple Leafs.

 1988 — Louisiana Tech wins the NCAA 
women’s basketball championship with 
a 56-54 come-from-behind victory over 
Auburn.

1988 — Amy Alcott shoots a 1-under 71 
to win the Dinah Shore by two shots over 
Colleen Walker.

1989 — Michigan beats Seton Hall 
80-79 in overtime to win the NCAA bas-
ketball championship. Rumeal Robinson 
hits two free throws with 3 seconds left 
for the Wolverines.

 1993 — Jim Montgomery’s three goals 
in the third period carry Maine to a 5-4 
comeback win over Lake Superior State 
for the NCAA hockey title. 
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Roundup

NBA
Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
 W L Pct GB
y-Miami 51 22 .699 —
y-Indiana 52 23 .693 —
x-Toronto 42 32 .568  9½
x-Chicago 42 32 .568  9½
x-Brooklyn 40 33 .548 11
Washington 38 36 .514 13½
Charlotte 36 38 .486 15½
Atlanta 32 41 .438 19

New York 32 43 .427 20
Cleveland 30 45 .400 22
Detroit 27 47 .365 24½
Boston 23 51 .311 28½
Orlando 21 53 .284 30½
Philadelphia 16 58 .216 35½
Milwaukee 14 60 .189 37½

Western Conference
 W L Pct GB
x-San Antonio 58 16 .784 —
x-Oklahoma City 54 19 .740  3½
x-L.A. Clippers 53 22 .707  5½
Houston 49 24 .671  8½
Portland 49 27 .645 10
Golden State 46 28 .622 12
Memphis 44 30 .595 14
Phoenix 44 30 .595 14

Dallas 44 31 .587 14½
Minnesota 36 37 .493 21½
New Orleans 32 42 .432 26
Denver 32 42 .432 26
Sacramento 26 48 .351 32
L.A. Lakers 25 49 .338 33
Utah 23 52 .307 35½
x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division

Monday’s games
San Antonio 103, Indiana 77
Charlotte 100, Washington 94
Miami 93, Toronto 83
Detroit 116, Milwaukee 111
Atlanta 103, Philadelphia 95
Chicago 94, Boston 80
L.A. Clippers 114, Minnesota 104
Sacramento 102, New Orleans 97
Memphis 94, Denver 92
New York 92, Utah 83

Tuesday’s games
Brooklyn 105, Houston 96
Golden State 122, Dallas 120, OT
Portland 124, L.A. Lakers 112

Wednesday’s games
Cleveland at Orlando
Detroit at Indiana
Boston at Washington
Charlotte at Philadelphia
Brooklyn at New York
Houston at Toronto
Milwaukee at Miami
Chicago at Atlanta
Memphis at Minnesota
Golden State at San Antonio
New Orleans at Denver
L.A. Clippers at Phoenix
L.A. Lakers at Sacramento

Thursday’s games
San Antonio at Oklahoma City
Dallas at L.A. Clippers

Friday’s games
Denver at Memphis
Indiana at Toronto
Orlando at Charlotte
Detroit at Brooklyn
Philadelphia at Boston
Minnesota at Miami
Cleveland at Atlanta
Washington at New York
Milwaukee at Chicago
New Orleans at Utah
Oklahoma City at Houston
Phoenix at Portland
Sacramento at Golden State
Dallas at L.A. Lakers 

Tuesday
Warriors 122, Mavs 120 (OT)

GOLDEN STATE — Iguodala 7-9 0-1 16,
Green 4-9 0-0 9, O’Neal 9-12 2-4 20, Curry
10-17 0-0 23, Thompson 11-24 1-1 27, Spei-
ghts 4-7 0-0 8, Barnes 0-0 0-0 0, Blake 0-3
0-0 0, Crawford 7-10 0-0 19. Totals 52-91 
3-6 122.

DALLAS — Marion 4-8 0-0 8, Nowitzki 
13-21 1-3 33, Dalembert 1-2 0-0 2, Calde-
ron 3-9 1-1 8, Ellis 11-23 3-4 27, Carter 4-13 
1-2 12, Wright 5-6 4-4 14, Harris 3-7 2-2 10, 
Crowder 0-3 0-0 0, Blair 3-4 0-0 6. Totals
47-96 12-16 120.

Golden State 30 23 32 23 14—122
Dallas 21 41 19 27 12—120
Three-point Goals—Golden State 15-

31 (Crawford 5-7, Thompson 4-9, Curry 3-
8, Iguodala 2-3, Green 1-1, Blake 0-3), Dal-
las 14-30 (Nowitzki 6-8, Carter 3-7, Harris
2-4, Ellis 2-5, Calderon 1-4, Crowder 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Golden 
State 47 (Speights 9), Dallas 48 (Nowit-
zki 11). Assists—Golden State 33 (Curry
10), Dallas 27 (Ellis, Calderon 6). Total
Fouls—Golden State 16, Dallas 12. Tech-
nicals—O’Neal. A—20,423 (19,200). 

Nets 105, Rockets 96
HOUSTON — Parsons 7-15 0-2 16, Mo-

tiejunas 0-2 0-0 0, Asik 5-8 2-6 12, Lin 6-14
2-2 16, Harden 4-10 16-16 26, Casspi 3-10
0-0 7, Garcia 4-9 0-0 10, Canaan 1-8 0-0 2, 
Hamilton 2-8 2-2 7. Totals 32-84 22-28 96.

BROOKLYN — Johnson 13-21 2-2 32,
Pierce 2-4 0-0 4, Plumlee 5-6 1-3 11, Wil-
liams 6-14 0-0 12, Livingston 6-12 5-6 17, 
Anderson 1-3 2-4 4, Blatche 6-12 1-2 13,
Teletovic 4-7 0-0 10, Gutierrez 1-3 0-0 2, 
Teague 0-1 0-0 0, Collins 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
44-83 11-17 105.

Houston 24 27 28 17— 96
Brooklyn 29 25 29 22—105
Three-point Goals—Houston 10-35 (Lin 

2-4, Garcia 2-5, Harden 2-6, Parsons 2-7, 
Hamilton 1-4, Casspi 1-5, Canaan 0-4), 
Brooklyn 6-25 (Johnson 4-8, Teletovic 2-5, 
Blatche 0-1, Pierce 0-2, Anderson 0-2, Guti-
errez 0-2, Williams 0-5). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Houston 54 (Asik 23), Brook-
lyn 49 (Teletovic 7). Assists—Houston 20 
(Harden 7), Brooklyn 23 (Williams 6). Total 
Fouls—Houston 16, Brooklyn 26. Techni-
cals—Houston Coach McHale, Houston de-
fensive three second. A—17,732 (17,732).

Trail Blazers 124, Lakers 112
PORTLAND — Batum 6-13 0-0 16, Al-

dridge 12-20 7-8 31, Lopez 4-5 2-2 10, Lillard
10-22 9-9 34, Matthews 4-12 0-0 10, Robin-
son 3-7 1-2 7, Williams 3-11 0-0 8, Barton 4-7
0-0 8, Wright 0-0 0-0 0, Watson 0-0 0-0 0, Mc-
Collum 0-2 0-0 0, Leonard 0-0 0-0 0, Claver 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 46-99 19-21 124.

L.A. LAKERS — Bazemore 6-10 3-4 17, 
Gasol 4-9 1-1 9, Kaman 6-16 0-0 12, Mar-
shall 2-4 2-2 8, Meeks 2-7 0-0 4, Nash 2-
5 6-6 10, Henry 0-4 0-0 0, Sacre 1-3 1-2 3, 
Kelly 3-8 2-2 9, Young 15-26 4-5 40. Totals
41-92 19-22 112.

Portland 29 34 28 33—124
L.A. Lakers 27 34 22 29—112
Three-point Goals—Portland 13-29 (Lil-

lard 5-10, Batum 4-5, Williams 2-6, Mat-
thews 2-7, McCollum 0-1), L.A. Lakers 11-25 
(Young 6-13, Marshall 2-3, Bazemore 2-4, 
Kelly 1-3, Meeks 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Portland 60 (Aldridge 15), L.A. 
Lakers 49 (Kelly 9). Assists—Portland 32 
(Lillard 8), L.A. Lakers 31 (Nash 10). Total 
Fouls—Portland 18, L.A. Lakers 16. Tech-
nicals—Matthews, L.A. Lakers defensive 
three second. Flagrant Fouls—Leonard. 
Ejected—Leonard. A—18,110 (18,997).

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Brooklyn Nets 
clinched a playoff berth by beating the 
Houston Rockets for the first time in eight 
years, getting 32 points from Joe Johnson 
in a 105-96 victory on Tuesday night.

Shaun Livingston added 17 points for the 
Nets, who extended their home winning 
streak to 14 games, longest in their NBA 
history and tops in the league this season. 
They also pulled within 1 ½ games of To-
ronto and Chicago for the No. 3 seed in the 
Eastern Conference.

“We’ve just been playing and trying to 
protect home court. They came in here 
and we try to send them on their way with 
a loss, and that’s for everybody,” Livings-
ton said. “It just happens to be we’ve been 
playing good basketball against the West.”

The Nets ended a 14-game skid against 
Houston with their first victory in the se-
ries since March 13, 2006. 

James Harden scored 26 points for 
Houston, which lost its second straight fol-

lowing a five-game winning streak. Still 
without Dwight Howard because of a sore 
left ankle, the Rockets shot just 38 percent 
from the field.

 The Nets held the NBA’s second-highest 
scoring team 11 points below its average 
and finished its non-conference schedule 
with an 18-12 record. The Nets are 30-12 
overall since Jan. 1 and haven’t lost at Bar-
clays Center in more than two months. 

Warriors 122, Mavericks 120 (OT): At 
Dallas, Stephen Curry made a tiebreaking 
jumper in the final second of overtime, lift-
ing Golden State to the win.

Curry finished with 23 points and 10 re-
bounds. Klay Thompson led Golden State 
with 27 points, and Jermaine O’Neal added 
20.

Dallas led by three until Thompson 
made a three-pointer with 1:01 remaining 
in regulation.

O’Neal blocked a Dallas shot with the 
game tied at 120, setting the stage for Cur-
ry’s winning move. He dribbled the ball to 

the left side of the court and hit from 20 
feet.

 Dirk Nowitzki led Dallas with 33 points 
and 11 rebounds. He had 16 in the Maver-
icks’ 41-point second quarter.

Dallas dropped from seventh in the 
Western Conference to ninth, a half-game 
behind Memphis and Phoenix in the final 
two playoff positions.

Trail Blazers 124, Lakers 112: Damian 
Lillard scored 34 points, and LaMarcus 
Aldridge had 31 points and 15 rebounds as 
Portland overpowered host Los Angeles.

The Blazers’ fourth straight victory, 
coupled with Houston’s loss at Brooklyn, 
moved Portland within 1 ½ games of the 
Rockets for fourth place in the Western 
Conference and home-court advantage 
in the opening round of the playoffs. The 
Rockets have three games in hand.

Nick Young, the fifth and last player off 
the Los Angeles bench, made his first eight 
shots and finished 15-for-26 with a season-
high 40 points.  

BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Kyle Korver 
checks out the NBA standings 
every morning.

He knows how close the Atlanta 
Hawks are cutting it just to make 
the playoffs.

“I know who’s playing who, I 
know who they’re playing next,” 
the Hawks guard said. “We’re 
supposed to focus on ourselves, 
but I looking at everything.”

After a miserable couple of 
months, the Hawks are barely 
clinging to the final playoff spot 
in the Eastern Conference, one 
game ahead of the New York 
Knicks with nine games left in 
the regular season.

“The eighth playoff spot is ours 
right now,” Korver said. “We have 
to keep on playing like it is.”

The remaining schedule cer-
tainly favors the Hawks (32-41).

They have played two fewer 
games than the Knicks (32-43) 
and still have contests against 
lightweight teams such as Cleve-
land (30-45), Detroit (27-47), 
Boston (23-51) and Milwaukee 
(14-60). Also, Atlanta plays six 
of its last nine at Philips Arena, 
where the team is 21-14 this sea-
son despite drawing some of the 
league’s smallest crowds.

New York, on the other hand, 
plays nothing but above-.500 
teams the rest of the way, with 
four of its last seven games at 
Madison Square Garden. 

Still, given all the struggles the 
Hawks have endured — losing 20 
of their last 27 games — no one is 
taking anything for granted.

“We all know what’s on the 
line,” Korver said.

Atlanta is in the midst of a 
major rebuilding job under gen-
eral manager Danny Ferry and 
rookie coach Mike Budenholzer 
— a task that didn’t get any easier 

when the team’s best player, cen-
ter Al Horford, went down with 
a season-ending injury the day 
after Christmas.

Even without Horford, the 
Hawks were still playing surpris-
ingly well at the beginning of Feb-
ruary, climbing four games over 
.500 and in the mix for home-
court advantage in the opening 
round of the playoffs.

That’s when the injuries re-
ally began to pile up. Horford’s 
replacement, Pero Antic, missed 
17 games with a stress fracture in 
his right ankle. His replacement, 
Gustavo Ayon, was also lost for the 
season after undergoing shoulder 
surgery. All-Star forward Paul 
Millsap missed five games with a 
right knee contusion. And Korv-
er, the team’s best outside threat, 
sat out six straight games with a 
bad back before returning Mon-
day night, desperate to help the 
Hawks turn things around.

They did, even after falling be-
hind by 14 points early on against 
the lowly Philadelphia 76ers, who 
had just broken a record-tying 26-
game losing streak. The Hawks 
rallied to win 103-95, snapping a 
six-game skid of their own.

“If we had lost this game, it 
would have been tough,” Korver 

said. “We didn’t play great, but 
we played harder, we played with 
a purpose.”

Budenholzer has been coach-
ing with a purpose, too, benching 
double-figure scorer Lou Wil-
liams for two weeks even though 
his skills were clearly needed .

The message resonated with 
the team, and Williams has played 
with more effort since returning to 
the rotation. He scored 22 points 
in the win over the 76ers, his best 
showing since late December.

“You can’t take your opportu-
nities for granted,” teammate De-
Marre Carroll said. “I give coach 
credit for doing that.”

The Hawks might be better off 
missing the playoffs for the first 
time since 2007, considering they 
will surely have to face either two-
time defending champ Miami or 
Indiana in the opening round.

Given their slim odds of beating 
either of those powerhouses, there 
are surely some Atlanta fans pull-
ing for the team to slide into the 
lottery of a potentially deep draft.

But Budenholzer and his play-
ers aren’t ready to give up on this 
season.

“We’ve got to suck it up now,” 
Carroll said. “We’re trying to 
make the playoffs.”

Nets end 14-game skid vs. Rockets, clinch playoffs

Despite injuries, struggles, Atlanta still has edge on Knicks in East

Hawks clinging to 8th spot

JOHN MINCHILLO/AP

Nets guard Shaun Livingston dunks as 
Rockets Omri Casspi, left, and Omer Asik 
watch during the second half on Tuesday.

JASON GETZ/AP

Hawks forward Paul Millsap drives past 76ers forward Thaddeus 
Young on Monday. Millsap scored a game high 28 points in the win.



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                 PAGE 25Thursday, April 3, 2014

NHL
Scoreboard

 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
y-Boston 75 52 17 6 110 241 158
x-Tampa Bay 76 42 25 9 93 226 202
x-Montreal 77 43 27 7 93 200 192

Metropolitan Division
x-Pittsburgh 76 48 23 5 101 233 189
N.Y. Rangers 77 43 30 4 90 208 184
Philadelphia 75 39 27 9 87 213 211

Wild Card
Detroit 75 35 26 14 84 202 213
Columbus 75 38 30 7 83 210 203

Toronto 77 37 32 8 82 223 241
Washington 76 34 29 13 81 217 231
New Jersey 76 32 28 16 80 186 198
Ottawa 75 32 29 14 78 218 250
Carolina 76 33 32 11 77 191 211
N.Y. Islanders 75 30 35 10 70 210 249
Florida 77 27 42 8 62 184 254
Buffalo 75 21 45 9 51 145 224

Western Conference
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
x-St. Louis 75 51 17 7 109 241 168
x-Colorado 75 48 21 6 102 230 204
x-Chicago 76 42 19 15 99 248 200

Pacific Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
x-Anaheim 75 49 18 8 106 244 191
x-San Jose 77 48 20 9 105 237 188
Los Angeles 76 44 26 6 94 191 162

Wild Card
Minnesota 76 39 26 11 89 189 191
Dallas 75 37 27 11 85 219 212

Phoenix 76 36 27 13 85 207 214
Vancouver 77 34 32 11 79 185 209
Winnipeg 77 34 33 10 78 214 226
Nashville 76 33 32 11 77 190 229
Calgary 76 31 38 7 69 194 226
Edmonton 76 26 41 9 61 188 254

Note: Top three teams in each division 
and next two teams with the most points 
in each conference qualify for the play-
offs. Two points awarded for a win, one 
point for overtime loss.

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division

Monday’s games
Ottawa 2, Carolina 1, SO
New Jersey 6, Florida 3
Anaheim 5, Winnipeg 4, OT
Minnesota 3, Los Angeles 2

Tuesday’s games
Buffalo 3, New Jersey 2, SO
St. Louis 1, Philadelphia 0, SO
Winnipeg 2, Phoenix 1, SO
Toronto 3, Calgary 2
N.Y. Islanders 4, Florida 2
Carolina 4, Pittsburgh 1
Dallas 5, Washington 0
Colorado 3, Columbus 2, OT
Tampa Bay 3, Montreal 1
N.Y. Rangers 3, Vancouver 1
San Jose 5, Edmonton 4

Wednesday’s games
N.Y. Islanders at Ottawa
Boston at Detroit
Edmonton at Anaheim
Phoenix at Los Angeles

Thursday’s games
Columbus at Philadelphia
Dallas at Carolina
Boston at Toronto
Calgary at Tampa Bay
Minnesota at Chicago
Buffalo at St. Louis
Pittsburgh at Winnipeg
N.Y. Rangers at Colorado
Los Angeles at San Jose

Tuesday
Hurricanes 4, Penguins 1

Carolina 1 2 1—4
Pittsburgh 1 0 0—1

First Period—1, Pittsburgh, Kunitz 35 
(Stempniak, Crosby), 9:01. 2, Carolina, 
Faulk 4, 14:39.

Second Period—3, Carolina, Lindholm 
7 (Skinner, Loktionov), 9:24 (pp). 4, Caro-
lina, Lindholm 8 (Skinner), 14:57.

Third Period—5, Carolina, E.Staal 18 
(Loktionov), 11:47.

Missed Penalty Shot—Gibbons, Pit, 
2:26 first.

Shots on Goal—Carolina 11-12-5—28. 
Pittsburgh 14-6-11—31.

Power-play opportunities—Carolina 1 
of 1; Pittsburgh 0 of 1.

Goalies—Carolina, Khudobin 17-12-1 
(31 shots-30 saves). Pittsburgh, Fleury 
36-18-4 (28-24).

A—18,635 (18,387). T—2:26.

Sabres 3, Devils 2 (SO)
New Jersey 0 1 1 0—2
Buffalo 0 0 2 0—3

Buffalo won shootout 3-2
Second Period—1, New Jersey, Zubrus 

11 (Ryder, Brunner), 8:16.
Third Period—2, Buffalo, Ennis 20 

(Leino, Stafford), 1:39. 3, Buffalo, Ennis 
21 (Hodgson, Stafford), 4:41 (pp). 4, New 
Jersey, Ruutu 7 (Greene, Zidlicky), 6:58 
(pp).

Shootout—New Jersey 2 (Josefson G, 
Brunner NG, Zidlicky NG, Jagr G, T.Zajac 
NG, Ruutu NG, Elias NG, Henrique NG, 
Sislo NG), Buffalo 3 (Ennis G, Hodgson 
NG, Girgensons NG, Stafford G, Foligno 
NG, Conacher NG, Flynn NG, D’Agostini 
NG, Leino G).

Shots on Goal—New Jersey 10-11-10-
4—35. Buffalo 8-4-11-4—27.

Power-play opportunities—New Jer-
sey 1 of 2; Buffalo 1 of 3.

Goalies—New Jersey, Schneider 14-14-
11 (27 shots-25 saves). Buffalo, Lieuwen 
1-2-0 (35-33).

A—19,070 (19,070). T—2:49.

Islanders 4, Panthers 2
Florida 1 0 1—2
N.Y. Islanders 1 2 1—4

First Period—1, Florida, Howden 4, 
1:50 (sh). 2, N.Y. Islanders, Hamonic 3 
(Bailey), 2:35 (pp).

Second Period—3, N.Y. Islanders, Bai-
ley 7 (McDonald, Strome), 11:18. 4, N.Y. 
Islanders, Martin 8 (McDonald), 17:36.

Third Period—5, N.Y. Islanders, Hal-
mo 1 (Cizikas), 4:21. 6, Florida, Pirri 11 
(Campbell, Kulikov), 19:54 (pp).

Shots on Goal—Florida 5-8-9—22. N.Y. 
Islanders 11-17-12—40.

Power-play opportunities—Florida 1 
of 3; N.Y. Islanders 1 of 4.

Goalies—Florida, Clemmensen 6-7-1 
(40 shots-36 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Nabo-
kov 14-14-7 (22-20).

A—11,812 (16,170). T—2:29.

Blues 1, Flyers 0 (SO)
Philadelphia 0 0 0 0—0
St. Louis 0 0 0 0—1

St. Louis won shootout 2-0
Shootout—Philadelphia 0 (Lecava-

lier NG, Giroux NG), St. Louis 2 (Oshie G, 
Steen NG, Shattenkirk G).

Shots on Goal—Philadelphia 10-8-9-
4—31. St. Louis 11-8-7-2—28.

Power-play opportunities—Philadel-
phia 0 of 2; St. Louis 0 of 3.

Goalies—Philadelphia, Emery 8-10-2 
(28 shots-28 saves). St. Louis, Miller 25-
25-4 (31-31).

A—18,647 (19,150). T—2:37.

Stars 5, Capitals 0
Dallas 1 2 2—5
Washington 0 0 0—0

First Period—1, Dallas, Seguin 33 (Ja.
Benn), 15:08.

Second Period—2, Dallas, Whitney 9 
(Chiasson, Goligoski), 9:16. 3, Dallas, Jef-
frey 1 (Chiasson, Daley), 9:50.

Third Period—4, Dallas, Jeffrey 2 
(Whitney, Chiasson), 9:55. 5, Dallas, Gar-
butt 16 (Fiddler), 14:50 (sh).

Shots on Goal—Dallas 14-15-7—36. 
Washington 12-10-13—35.

Power-play opportunities—Dallas 0 of 
4; Washington 0 of 5.

Goalies—Dallas, Lehtonen 30-18-10 (35 
shots-35 saves). Washington, Halak 28-
12-7 (23-20), Holtby (9:50 second, 13-11).

A—18,506 (18,506). T—2:25.

Jets 2, Coyotes 1 (SO)
Winnipeg 1 0 0 0—2
Phoenix 0 1 0 0—1

Winnipeg won shootout 1-0
First Period—1, Winnipeg, Ladd 23 

(Little), 10:01.
Second Period—2, Phoenix, Michalek 

2 (Vermette, Boedker), :19.
Shootout—Winnipeg 1 (Little NG, Ladd 

G), Phoenix 0 (Boedker NG, Vrbata NG, 
Vermette NG).

Shots on Goal—Winnipeg 8-6-6-2—22. 
Phoenix 8-14-6-1—29.

Power-play opportunities—Winnipeg 
0 of 1; Phoenix 0 of 2.

Goalies—Winnipeg, Pavelec 21-25-7 
(29 shots-28 saves). Phoenix, Greiss 9-6-
3 (22-21).

A—13,724 (17,125). T—2:36.

Rangers 3, Canucks 1
N.Y. Rangers 2 0 1—3
Vancouver 0 1 0—1

First Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, Carcillo 
4 (Dorsett, Boyle), 4:59. 2, N.Y. Rangers, 
Pouliot 13 (Brassard, Zuccarello), 14:43 
(pp).

Second Period—3, Vancouver, Kesler 
24 (D.Sedin), 6:21.

Third Period—4, N.Y. Rangers, St. Louis 
30 (Nash), 10:15 (sh).

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Rangers 12-13-
6—31. Vancouver 11-11-13—35.

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Rang-
ers 1 of 3; Vancouver 0 of 2.

Goalies—N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 31-
23-4 (35 shots-34 saves). Vancouver, Lack 
15-16-5 (31-28).

A—18,910 (18,910). T—2:24.

Lightning 3, Canadiens 1
Montreal 1 0 0—1
Tampa Bay 0 1 2—3

First Period—1, Montreal, Gallagher 19 
(Galchenyuk, Weaver), 10:18.

Second Period—2, Tampa Bay, Calla-
han 17 (Palat, Hedman), 9:19 (pp).

Third Period—3, Tampa Bay, Johnson 
23 (Hedman), 12:41 (sh). 4, Tampa Bay, 
Killorn 17 (Palat, Brown), 19:15 (en-pp).

Shots on Goal—Montreal 10-10-6—26. 
Tampa Bay 10-11-12—33.

Power-play opportunities—Montreal 
0 of 4; Tampa Bay 2 of 9.

Goalies—Montreal, Price 32-19-5 (32 
shots-30 saves). Tampa Bay, Bishop 37-
12-7 (26-25).

A—18,808 (19,204). T—2:38.

Maple Leafs 3, Flames 2
Calgary 0 1 1—2
Toronto 0 1 2—3

Second Period—1, Toronto, McClement 
4 (Franson), :50. 2, Calgary, Stajan 13 
(Brodie, Giordano), 16:55.

Third Period—3, Toronto, Bolland 8, 
2:16. 4, Toronto, Clarkson 5 (Raymond), 
5:47. 5, Calgary, Russell 6 (Colborne, But-
ler), 7:24.

Shots on Goal—Calgary 5-9-10—24. To-
ronto 7-6-9—22.

Power-play opportunities—Calgary 0 
of 2; Toronto 0 of 1.

Goalies—Calgary, Ramo 14-13-4 (22 
shots-19 saves). Toronto, Bernier 26-19-7 
(24-22).

A—19,482 (18,819). T—2:34.

Sharks 5, Oilers 4
Edmonton 1 2 1—4
San Jose 2 1 2—5

First Period—1, San Jose, Desjardins 
3 (Kennedy, Demers), 3:11. 2, Edmonton, 
Hall 26 (Nugent-Hopkins, Eberle), 12:34 
(pp). 3, San Jose, Boyle 11 (Thornton), 
15:54.

Second Period—4, San Jose, Wingels 
16 (Stuart, Braun), 2:45. 5, Edmonton, 
Nugent-Hopkins 17 (Belov, Hall), 13:04. 
6, Edmonton, Eberle 25 (Klefbom, Hall), 
13:42.

Third Period—7, Edmonton, Nugent-
Hopkins 18 (Eberle, Hall), 6:16. 8, San 
Jose, Burns 22 (Thornton, Pavelski), 
10:35. 9, San Jose, Marleau 32 (Burns, 
Boyle), 12:31 (pp).

Shots on Goal—Edmonton 9-9-11—29. 
San Jose 6-17-10—33.

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 
1 of 3; San Jose 1 of 7.

Goalies—Edmonton, Scrivens 14-15-4 
(33 shots-28 saves). San Jose, Niemi 37-
15-7 (29-25).

A—17,562 (17,562). T—2:31.

Avalanche 3,
Blue Jackets 2 (OT)

Colorado 0 0 2 1—3
Columbus 0 2 0 0—2

Second Period—1, Columbus, Atkin-
son 20 (Dubinsky), 10:52. 2, Columbus, 
Comeau 4 (Foligno, Tyutin), 15:59.

Third Period—3, Colorado, Malone 2 
(Cliche, Holden), 9:46. 4, Colorado, Lan-
deskog 25 (MacKinnon, Stastny), 15:03.

Overtime—5, Colorado, Landeskog 26 
(Barrie, MacKinnon), 4:27 (pp).

Shots on Goal—Colorado 8-9-7-4—28. 
Columbus 5-12-8-1—26.

Power-play opportunities—Colorado 
1 of 1; Columbus 0 of 2.

Goalies—Colorado, Varlamov 38-14-
5 (26 shots-24 saves). Columbus, Bo-
brovsky 27-19-5 (28-25).

A—16,550 (18,144). T—2:25.

Scoring leaders
Through April 1

 GP G A PTS
Sidney Crosby, Pit 76 36 64 100
Ryan Getzlaf, Anh 71 31 52 83
Claude Giroux, Phi 75 25 53 78
Phil Kessel, Tor 77 36 41 77
Tyler Seguin, Dal 73 33 44 77
Corey Perry, Anh 75 39 36 75 

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Dallas 
Stars and Washington Capitals 
both began the game one point 
away from a playoff spot.

The Stars? They played like a 
team determined to get to there 
for the first time since 2008.

The Capitals? They looked like 
a group tired of having its yearly 
routine disrupted by such a trivial 
thing as postseason hockey.

It was no contest. The Stars’ 5-0 
win over the Capitals on Tuesday 
was a victory of confidence over 
embarrassment. Dallas has won 
five of six, outscoring opponents 
16-5 over its past three games.

“It’s a big obstacle,” said Ray 
Whitney, who scored in the sec-
ond period. “It’s been, what, five 
years now? ... We’re no different 
than anybody else who’s been 
out for a while. We want to get in 
pretty bad.”

The victory, at least for a few 
hours, moved the Stars one point 
ahead of the Phoenix Coyotes for 
the final postseason berth in the 
Western Conference. The Coyotes 
then moved into a tie with Dallas 
by picking up a point in a shootout 
loss to Winnipeg later Tuesday.

 The Capitals were booed heav-
ily in their home rink, particu-
larly after an abysmal stretch in 
the second period in which they 
allowed several odd-man rushes, 
took a slashing penalty and gave 
up two goals in 34 seconds.

“If I was a fan, I’d be booing 
us right now,” said goaltender 
Braden Holtby, who relieved Jaro-
slav Halak in the second period 
after Dallas’ third goal. “A playoff 
race like we’re in? To lose 5-0, it’s 
awful. There’s no words for it.”

The Capitals began their run 
of playoff seasons in 2008. Like 
Dallas, they started the day as a 
ninth-place team, but they ended 
up dropping a spot to 10th. They 
would lose a tiebreaker against 
every team contending for the 
final postseason spots in the East-
ern Conference. They have lost 
four straight and were shut out 
for the seventh time this season.

Alex Ovechkin, the league’s 
leading goal-scorer, hasn’t scored 
a 5-on-5 goal in over a month.

“If somehow we make the play-
offs playing like this, who are we 
kidding?” coach Adam Oates said. 
“We have to figure out a way to get 
better. We have to stick together.”

Tyler Seguin scored his 33rd 
goal, Dustin Jeffrey got his first 
two of the season, and Whitney 
and Ryan Garbutt also scored for 
the Stars. Alex Chiasson had three 
assists, and Kari Lehtonen made 
35 saves for his fourth shutout.

After over-relying on Seguin 
and Jamie Benn to carry the 
scoring load, Dallas suddenly has 
been getting points from seem-
ingly everyone.

“If you look at our top line, I
think a lot of teams are focusing 
on that. They’re getting the hard-
er matchups,” said Jeffrey, who
has been back and forth to the 
minors after being claimed off 
waivers in November. “We have
to be able to score up and down
our lineup.”

Seguin redirected Benn’s wris-
ter from the left circle in the first
period, then there were Capitals
miscues aplenty in the second, 
with the Stars taking advantage.

Alex Goligoski’s long pass 
sprang a 2-on-0 break for Whit-
ney’s goal. Jeffrey scored short-
ly afterward, then again in the
third. Garbutt capped the scor-
ing with a short-handed goal on a 
breakaway.

  Lightning 3, Canadiens 1:
Tyler Johnson scored the go-
ahead goal on a short-handed
breakaway late in the third period
as host Tampa Bay and Montreal 
both clinched playoff berths . 

Blues 1, Flyers 0 (SO): Ryan
Miller stopped 31 shots and T.J.
Oshie and Kevin Shattenkirk 
scored in a shootout in host St.
Louis’ victory over Philadelphia. 

Sharks 5, Oilers 4: Patrick
Marleau scored his 32nd goal of
the season with 7:29 left in the
third period to lift host San Jose
over Edmonton.

Sabres 3, Devils 2 (SO): Tyler 
Ennis scored twice in the third
period and again in the shootout
as host Buffalo kept New Jersey
winless in shootouts this season
at 0-11. 

Avalanche 3, Blue Jackets 2 
(OT: Gabriel Landeskog scored 
twice, including a power-play 
goal at 4:27 of overtime to help
Colorado beat host Columbus and
extend its winning streak to four. 

Jets 2, Coyotes 1 (SO): An-
drew Ladd scored in regulation 
and in the second round of the 
shootout and Ondrej Pavelec 
stopped Antoine Vermette’s at-
tempt to send Winnipeg past host
Phoenix. 

Hurricanes 4, Penguins 1:
Rookie Elias Lindholm scored
twice for the first multi-goal game
of his career as visiting Caro-
lina denied listless Pittsburgh a
chance to wrap up the Metropoli-
tan Division title. 

Rangers 3, Canucks 1: Martin 
St. Louis scored his first goal with 
New York and Henrik Lundqvist
made 34 saves in the victory over 
host Vancouver. 

Islanders 4, Panthers 2: Josh
Bailey had a goal and assist as host
New York kept up its strong finish
with a victory over Florida. 

Maple Leafs 3, Flames 2: Jay
McClement, Dave Bolland and
David Clarkson scored in host
Toronto’s victory over Calgary,
snapping an eight-game losing 
streak to remain in the playoff
chase. 

Seguin nets 33rd as Dallas routs Washington

Stars jump back into 
West playoff picture

Roundup

ALEX BRANDON/AP 

Washington Capitals goalie Braden Holtby can’t stop a short-handed 
goal by Dallas Stars left wing Ryan Garbutt in the third period of 
Tuesday’s game at Verizon Center in Washington. The Stars won 5-0 
as Dallas earned its fifth victory in the past six games.
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Top performances

Girls soccer
� Sydney Johnson scored three times and 

added three assists in Kubasaki’s 12-2 win on Fri-
day over Okinawa Christian International. Johnson 
scored on a free kick in the 73rd minute, the lone 
goal of a 1-0 win on Wednesday over Kadena.
� Kaile Johnson collected her DODDS-Pacific 

Division I-leading 13th goal of the season as Kinn-
ick handed American School In Japan a 3-1 loss.

Softball
� C.C. Farias struck out 15 Humphreys Black-

hawks batters in Osan’s 6-1 road win Wednesday.

� Jihye Rhodes had a combined five hits, drove 
in five runs and stole five bases as Seoul American 
defeated Daegu 14-10 on Saturday after downing 
Osan 10-5 on Friday.
� Freshman Alli Chiarenza got two pitching 

wins and helped herself by hitting two home runs 
and driving in four runs as Zama swept a three-
game series from Robert D. Edgren.

Baseball
� Dominic Shea pitched two-hit ball over five 

innings and Justin Sego got the save as Kadena 
edged Kubasaki 3-1 on Wednesday. It’s the first 

two-game winning streak for the Panthers over 
the Dragons in nine seasons.
� Nile C. Kinnick senior right-hander Daniel 

Ross struck out 16 Yokota batters, outpitching 
Leo Austin, who fanned 14 Red Devils, and Chris 
McDonald drove in two runs as Kinnick edged Yo-
kota 3-2 on Saturday.

Track and field
� Anchored by senior Rahman Farnell, Kuba-

saki’s 400-meter relay team set a Pacific record 
with a time of 42.9 seconds Saturday. That broke 
Kubasaki’s three-year-old mark of 43.34.

� Distance runner Nicole Castro won two
races and Timi Ward swept the hurdles events as
Humphreys girls won the team points chase in the 
program’s debut Saturday.

Boys soccer
� JoJo Byrnes scored a combined eight goals,

Ben Cook added seven and Roman Duarte had
three assists to power Zama past Edgren 13-0 on 
Saturday and Yokota 6-2 on Tuesday.
� HoKyung Adkins netted his 10th, 11th,

12th and 13th goals of the season, helping Seoul 
American win the first DODDS-Korea jamboree.

Freshmen making their mark this season

PHOTOS BY DAVE ORNAUER, TOP, ANJU YAMANAKA, BOTTOM LEFT, AND TYLER ESPINOZA, BOTTOM RIGHT/Stars and Stripes

A number of freshmen have excelled this season in their first year of varsity competition. Clockwise, from 
top, Macalah Danielsen  is one of Kadena’s leading hitters in softball;  Yakota’s Christian Sonnenberg leads 
DODDS-Japan discus throwers with a throw of 41 meters and is unbeaten in two meets; Matthew C. Perry 
striker Bobbi Hill, on right, leads Division II girls soccer teams in goals with 10 and assists with seven.

BY DAVE ORNAUER

Stars and Stripes

It can be tough enough for a 
freshman just to make the roster of 
a high school varsity sports team, 
much less bear the burden of play-
ing a major role on that team.

Yet first-year players are posi-
tively thriving throughout the Pa-
cific this season.

Hannah Weaver and Han-
nah Frederick are helping Seoul 
American softball to an unbeaten 
DODDS-Korea record. Zama’s 
Heather Hurley, Sheina Staley 
and Alli Chiarenza have coach 
Adele Collins thinking of a second 
Far East Division II title in three 
seasons.

In the discus pits at Yokota, 
Christian Sonnenberg is unbeaten 
this season. Ally Strauss’ hat trick 
rallied Kadena girls soccer to a 
3-2 win at Okinawa Christian In-
ternational. Panthers shortstop 
Macalah Danielsen is one of the 
team’s key batters. Matthew C. 
Perry’s Bobbi Hill leads Division 
II girls soccer with 10 goals.

“They’re wonderful,” Collins 
said of her freshman triad, add-
ing that Staley is “stopping every-
thing” behind the plate and “you 
can tell Heather has played. She’s 
confident on the mound. They’re 
getting better and better every 
game.”

For the Falcons, Weaver, in par-
ticular, “looks like she’s been at 
it a while,” coach Julian Harden 
said. “She’s a gifted athlete, she 
has that enthusiasm, that drive, 
that attitude that coaches look for 
that made me say I’ll find a place 
for her on this team.”

While most freshmen confess 
to nerves, as Strauss said she suf-
fered before Wednesday’s 1-0 loss 
at Kubasaki, others seem to relish 
the challenge, such as Dragons 
freshman keeper Kelliana Rios.

She was promoted from junior 
varsity to replace Harleigh Lewis, 
who had been red-carded in her 
previous match and had to sit out 
Wednesday’s match. And Rios 
came away with a clean sheet and 
“no worries at all. No pressure at 
all.”

On the other side of the spec-
trum are those coaches starting 
freshmen simply because they oth-
erwise would be short of players.

“They are the glue that keeps 

my team together,” Daegu base-
ball coach Michael Downes said.

“If I didn’t have five or six play-
ers who only have (youth servic-
es) experience, I wouldn’t have a 
team,” said coach Rich Walrath 
of first-year girls soccer program 

Humphreys.
While Kaylee Spielman came 

from Texas and had played for 10 
years and Isabella Nocera came 
to Humphreys from Heidelberg 
Select in Germany, “a number of 
my freshmen do not have experi-

ence,” said Walrath, who has been 
coaching military and high school 
teams for 20 years.

“I look at what we do in DODDS 
as … developmental. It gives them 
the opportunity to develop skills, 
fall in love with the game I fell in 

love with in the 1970s in Germany,
develop confidence and do things
other than hanging out, Facebook, 
whatever young folks do these
days.”

The numbers of freshman ath-
letes with prior experience in clubs 
or youth sports coming to DODDS
high schools in recent years has
risen, but it’s not across the board
and it can create a wide gap be-
tween veterans of their sports and
those starting out, coaches say.

Many club veterans “make a
year-round commitment to soccer
at an early age (and) are the ones
who can make an easy transition
to DODDS soccer,” said Mike 
Callahan, who coaches his fresh-
man son, Junta, at Kadena. Junta
matriculated in Okinawa’s FC
Ryukyu youth academy.

Two Kadena freshmen trained 
in Okinawa’s Diplomats multi-age-
group youth program, including 
Strauss. Yokota freshman right-
hander Clay Brownell played club 
ball in the States before arriving
in the Pacific 18 months ago. Dan-
ielsen and several Kadena and Ku-
basaki teammates also play in the 
Lady Ambassadors club program.

Such programs “give kids confi-
dence and gives them the techni-
cal skills to move forward in the 
tactical and strategic portions of
the game,” Walrath said.

But not everybody is so blessed. 
“We keep our fingers crossed dur-
ing the summer and PCS shuffle,
hoping for the best,” Zama boys
soccer coach Marc Norton said.

He has one player, Roman 
Duarte, who played club ball in
Florida. “Since he’s had tens of
thousands more touches … he is
better developed” than his Trojans
teammates. Unless more club vet-
erans PCS in or Zama is allowed
to play Japanese teams, “I don’t
expect our level to increase.”

Still, the presence of fresh-
men in the lineup can have other
qualitative benefits, coaches say.
They’re sometimes more coach-
able than experienced players.

“They are a reminder to the
‘vets’ that they cannot just … coast
through the season — there are
some really hungry players out
there who are willing to work into 
becoming better players,” Nile C.
Kinnick boys soccer coach Robert 
Tiffany said.
ornauer.dave@stripes.com
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Top performances

Boys soccer
John Arnold, Wiesbaden: The senior midfielder 

scored three goals and added an assist in a 5-0 
Warriors win over Bitburg on Saturday. 

Luke Ross, Naples: The Wildcats blasted Sigo-
nella 7-2 on Saturday thanks in large part to the 
three-goal, one-assist hat trick turned in by Ross. 

Jacob Nantz, Hohenfels: The Tigers built an 
early 2-0 lead over Division I rival Vilseck on Sat-
urday, with both scores coming from Nantz, be-
fore taking a 3-2 loss. 

Girls soccer 
Begona Rodriguez Bravo, SHAPE: Bravo, in-

deed. The Spartans star has played a part in every 
Spartans goal this season, including two goals 
scored in the Spartans’ 2-2 tie with Lakenheath 
on Saturday. 

Kelsey Ortwein, Patch: The explosive Panthers 
offense has the playmaker it needs in Ortwein, 
who assisted on four Patch goals in a 5-0 win 
over Ansbach on Saturday. 

Camelia Brind’Amour-Riffou, AFNORTH: The 
Lions standout piled up three goals and three as-

sists over two weekend games, a loss to Laken-
heath and a win over Menwith Hill. 

Softball
Megan Buffington, Vicenza: The Cougars ace 

mowed down 22 Naples batters in a 10-9 loss 
to the Wildcats on Friday. She notched a 10-0 
shutout win over Sigonella later in the day. 

Vicky Krause, Naples: The senior star led the 
Wildcats to four weekend wins. She was particu-
larly prolific on Friday, notching six hits, three RBIs 
and five runs scored in wins over Vicenza and Avi-

ano and earning the pitching win over the Saints. 

Baseball
George Shaffer, Naples: The Wildcats heavy

hitter was unstoppable in four weekend victories. 
His combined line: 9-for-13 at the plate with 15 
RBIs. 

Patrick Young, Ramstein: The Royals enjoyed
a revolving door to the plate in two routs of Bit-
burg, but Young stood out even under those cir-
cumstances with a five runs scored and four RBIs
during the doubleheader.

BY GREGORY BROOME

Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany

One could look at the story of 
Kaiserslautern’s ongoing — and 
one-sided — soccer feud with 
Ramstein as a simple, straight-

forward one. 
No one on this year’s boys or girls teams 

has ever celebrated a Kaiserslautern win 
over the archrival Royals. One could pre-
sume that the program’s all-encompassing 
goal, then, is to do just that. 

That’s not exactly the case. 
Beating Ramstein is a goal, but not either 

Raiders team’s primary goal. Each team’s 
primary objective this season is to win a 
European championship, a feat that would 
likely require a win over Ramstein at some 
point. In the meantime, games against 
Ramstein, like Thursday evening’s girls 
and boys doubleheader under the lights of 
Kaiserslautern’s new stadium, are simply 
a means to that eventual end. 

At times, beating Ramstein is 
paramount.  

“The Ramstein game is something spe-
cial for me. I have a few friends who go to 
that school,” sophomore midfielder Ryan 
Rimmler said. “And I don’t like losing. Es-
pecially against our rival school.”

Junior striker Lacey Peace, called up
this year from the junior varsity ranks,
agreed. 

“Us girls are more like, ‘We must get
them,’ than we are in our other games,” 
Peace said during the Raiders’ Tuesday
practice, clenching her hands in a gesture 
of intensity. 

That’s the kind of wild-eyed determina-
tion one might expect from a long-frustrat-
ed program such as Kaiserslautern. But
it’s not as severe as all that. 

“We’re still practicing the same,” Peace
said moments later. “As hard as we nor-
mally do.”

And players said that if they eventually
graduate or move away without ever beat-
ing Ramstein, the moments that make up
their Kaiserslautern career will remain
just as memorable. 

“The last four years we’ve had really,
really amazing teams. And we’ve come a 
long way,” senior striker Hannahlee Acua-
vera said, citing the Raiders girls’ con-
secutive third-place finishes in the last two 
European tournaments. “I think we were
grateful for third place. We worked really
hard. That was better than going home 
with nothing at all.

“It was a lot of fun.”
But as sensible as those comments

sound, Acuavera, now in her fourth year as 
a varsity player, is also prone to fantasizing 
about a hypothetical win over Ramstein. 

“I want it more than anything in this
world,” Acuavera said. “I love soccer so
much.”

Like Acuavera, Kaiserslautern boys
goalkeeper Anthony Walker is in his fourth 
year as a member of the Raiders varsity.
He recalled a game in his sophomore sea-
son, his first year as a starter, in which a 
“cheap” goal allowed Ramstein to escape 
with a 1-1 tie. The memory of that non-vic-
tory, and the string of losses that followed
it, fuels Walker’s desire for “revenge.”

“I only have a few more chances, and
I want to leave the school knowing that I
have beaten the rivals,” Walker said. 

A case of single-minded obsession? Not
so much. 

“We know that they’re strong, we know
they’re a good team and we know we need
to work as hard as we do for any game,” 
Walker said. “Not to get it in our heads that 
it’s Ramstein and we need to work extra 
hard. Because if we do that we’ll overpush 
ourselves and make mistakes.

“It’s just another game for us.”
broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes

Kaiserslautern goals
include beating rival
Ramstein isn’t only obstacle for soccer teams

PHOTOS BY JOSHUA L. DEMOTTS/Stars and Stripes

Above: Kaiserslautern’s Hannahlee Acuavera dribbles up field during practice Tuesday.

Below: Goalkeeper Anthony Walker, left, has been on the boys varsity team for four 
years, while sophomore midfielder Ryan Rimmler, right, is a relative newcomer.
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The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Wrigley Field is turning 100 
this year. Here are 10 things you might not 
know about the ballpark:

1. The ivy wall is used as a hiding place. 
One ball flies into Wrigley Field’s ivy-covered 
wall and two pop out. It’s happened a few 
times over the years, the result, some say of 
balls being hit there during batting practice 
and remaining there until something — an 
outfielder, maybe — slams into the wall to dis-
lodge it. But there are also stories that players 
hid balls there in case they needed to find one 
quickly to throw a runner out. And it’s said the 
Cubs’ Hank Sauer found it a convenient place 
to store tobacco pouches.

2. The highest scoring game was played 
there. The Cubs and the Phillies played the 
highest scoring game in Major League Base-
ball history, a 26-23 affair the Cubs won, at 
Wrigley on Aug. 25, 1922. The Phillies only 
used two pitchers the entire game.

3. Gehrig’s homer. A dozen years before 
Babe Ruth’s famed “Called Shot,” teammate 
Lou Gehrig hit an equally dramatic homer. 
Gehrig was 17 when his high school team 
traveled to Chicago to take on a Chicago team. 
In the bottom of the ninth, with two outs and 
his team down 8-6, Gehrig hit a ball over wall 
and onto Sheffield Avenue to win the game.

4. The field has changed over time The 
Wrigley Field grandstand is one of the most 
familiar sites in all of baseball. What isn’t 
widely known is that the grandstand once 
stood about where the pitcher’s mound is 
today. In the 1920s, the grandstand was sliced 
into 11 pieces, put on rollers and rolled back to 
where it is today and reassembled.

5. There was a time where it was tough 
to find a crowd. Year after year, the Chica-
go Cubs have been one of the biggest draws 
in all of baseball. Eight years in a row, until 
2011, attendance topped the 3 million mark. 
But the Cubs drew tiny crowds for years, with 
one game in 1966 played before fewer than 

600 fans. For a 15-year stretch ending in 1967, 
the Cubs never drew as many as 1 million fans 
and drew as few as 609,000.

6. It pioneered firsts. Wrigley was the first 
ballpark where fans could keep foul balls. 
The first permanent concession stands? They 
were at Wrigley. The first stadium with organ 
music? That was Wrigley, too.

7. There Was A Bear On The Field. Joa, 
a live Cub, greeted fans at the first National 
League game at the stadium in 1916. Local 
zookeeper Cy Devry led Joa around the park 
and even to home plate for photographers.

8. Classic touches came later. The famed 
marquee, scoreboard and ivy were not origi-
nal parts of the ballpark. The marquee went 
up in 1934 and was more of a bluish color at 
the time. The ivy was installed three years 

later. The scoreboard originally was a reddish 
brown with a white clock and was painted its 
familiar dark green in 1944.

9. It’s not just for baseball. Wrigley Field
has hosted everything from boxing to soccer
to pro wrestling to the circus to the rodeo to
concerts to a Chicago Blackhawks game. But 
the most unusual event? Ski jumping. On back-
to-back weekends in January 1944, ski jump-
ers leapt from scaffolding covered in snow
and ice, landing behind second base.

10. No One Has (Really) Hit The Score-
board. About that famed scoreboard: No one’s
hit it. Actually no one’s hit it with a batted ball,
but Sam Snead did with a golf ball. Teeing off
from home plate, he drove one off the score-
board and sent one over it before the 1951 
opener against the Reds.

FROM BACK PAGE 

what it is about Wrigley that 
is unique [and] the kind of 
place people will come to 
even when the team is bad.”

But don’t be so quick to call 
Wrigley Field a tired, old home 
of a perennial loser. It may have 
been the last ballpark to install 
lights for night games, but the 
park’s ivy-covered walls are a de-
fining feature of what was once a 
sparkling, modern ballpark run 
by men who were trying to create 
a new experience for fans.

The park was built by a man 
named Charles Weeghman for a 
team in a competition called the 
Federal League, which was try-
ing to give the more established 
National and American Leagues 
— which the Cubs and the cross-
town White Sox played in — a run 
for their money.

After hiring the same architect 
who a few years earlier designed 
Comiskey Park for the White Sox, 
workers needed just two months 
to demolish the buildings that 
once housed a seminary and build 
a simple, single-story grandstand 
and the rest of the 14,000-seat 
Weeghman Park just in time for 
the start of the 1914 season. Fin-
ished two years after Boston’s Fen-
way Park, it cost about $250,000. 
Two years after the park opened, 

the Cubs moved in.
“It was considered a great look-

ing park, a lot nicer than the rat-in-
fested park the Cubs were playing 
in on the West Side,” said Stuart 
Shea, author of “Wrigley Field: 
The Long Life and Contentious 
Times of the Friendly Confines.”

More important is that it was 
built with an eye to the future: It 
could be retrofitted and expand-
ed, something that was consid-
ered genius, he said.

From almost the day it was 
built, the owners started tinker-
ing with the place. After nine 
homers were hit in the first three 
games — an astronomical total 
for the time — the Chicago Fed-
erals, the original tenants, picked 
up the left field fence and moved 
it back. In the early ‘20s, the Cubs 
expanded the seating capacity 
and the size of the playing field 
itself by slicing the grandstand 
into 11 pieces and moving them to 
create more space. The pitcher’s 

mound today sits where the bat-
ters’ box used to be.

Wrigley also was keen to under-
stand the Cubs were losing money 
because women simply refused to 
come, or let their children come, 
to a filthy and unsafe ballpark.

The park, renamed Cubs Park 
in 1919, began to feel different 
than anyplace else. Shea believes 
the reasons start with Weegham’s 
obsession with cleanliness, some-
thing he learned in the restau-
rant business. Hartig said it was 
William Wrigley Jr., team owner 
P.K. Wrigley’s father, who, after 
a couple years of investing in the 
team, bought Weeghman’s shares 
and started making changes.

“The Cubs were really the first 
ones to start cleaning the ball-
park after every single game and 
[make] sure that the players al-
ways had the cleanest uniforms,” 
Hartig said.

Wrigley also cleaned up the 
way the park operated.  He hired 

a professional ushering service.
The Cubs also started to view
the park as a “green space,” 
kind of like an urban oasis, said 
Tim Wiles, former director of re-
search at the National Baseball
Hall of Fame.

 Now, the famed ballpark is in
for another makeover. The $500 
million project, which includes
a Jumbotron proposal, is on hold
because the team wants assur-
ances from the neighboring roof-
top owners that they won’t sue 
over obstructed views.

The Cubs have also said repeat-
edly they don’t want to destroy
what makes Wrigley one of the
most popular and recognizable
sporting venues in the country.

Still, the team argues Wrigley
needs to be brought into the 21st 
century, generate more revenue 
and attract younger fans who ex-
pect things like Jumbotrons.  

While some disagree, others say
no change will erase what makes
Wrigley Field what it is.

“The Cubs is sort of a Chicago 
institution that is not entirely
dependent on the exact nature
of Wrigley Field,” said former 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice John
Paul Stevens, who watched Babe 
Ruth’s called shot from his seat 
near third base. “There’s sort of a
spirit that goes with the Cubs.”

NL roundup

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Yasiel Puig hit a 
410-foot drive for a two-run homer 
and Zack Greinke won his season 
debut, leading the Los Angeles 
Dodgers to a 3-2 victory against 
the San Diego Padres on Tuesday.

Carl Crawford started the game 
with a base hit and Puig then 
drove a 2-1 pitch from Ian Ken-
nedy into the balcony on the third 
deck of the Western Metal Supply 
Co. Building in the left-field cor-
ner. It was his first homer.

It was the second time Kennedy 
faced the Dodgers since June 11, 
when, while with Arizona, he hit 
Puig and Greinke with pitches, 
inciting a brawl at Dodger Sta-
dium. Kennedy was suspended 10 
games. He was traded to the Pa-
dres on July 31.

San Diego loaded the bases 
with two outs in the ninth against 
Kenley Jansen, on singles by Yon-
der Alonso and Will Venable, and 
a walk to Yasmani Grandal. The 
closer then struck out pinch-hit-
ter Nick Hundley to earn his sec-
ond save in two chances.

Greinke (1-0) went five innings, 
allowing two runs and two hits 
while striking out five and walk-
ing two.

 Marlins 4, Rockies 3:  Nathan 
Eovaldi pitched six innings as 
host Miami made the most of five 
hits to beat Colorado for the sec-
ond night in a row.

  Braves 5, Brewers 2:  Freddie 
Freeman hit a pair of solo home 
runs and Jason Heyward added a 
two-run shot to back a solid out-
ing by Alex Wood.

Heyward’s homer off Kyle 
Lohse (0-1) put the visiting Braves 
on top 2-1 in the fifth and snapped 
a string of 22 scoreless innings 
against the Brewers.

 Diamondbacks 5, Giants 4:  
A.J. Pollock broke out of an 0-for-
13 start to the season with three 
hits, scoring twice and driving in 
a run for host Arizona.

Wade Miley (1-1) gave up four 
runs in the first then blanked the 
Giants for the next six innings.

Greinke, 
Puig lift 
Dodgers

LENNY IGNELZI/AP

Dodgers starting pitcher Zack 
Greinke threw five innings 
against the Padres in a 3-2 win.

Ten things to know about Wrigley 

CHARLES REX ARBOGAST/AP

Reds center fielder Willy Taveras is almost lost in the ivy after catching a long fly ball at 
Wrigley Field last July. There are stories that players hid balls in the ivy in case they needed 
to find one quickly to throw a runner out.

Field’s: Park was built with retrofitting, expansion in mind
‘ The Cubs is sort of a Chicago institution 
that is not entirely dependent on the exact 
nature of Wrigley Field. ’

John Paul Stevens
Former U.S. Supreme Court justice
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American League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Baltimore 1 0 1.000 —
Tampa Bay 1 1 .500  ½
Toronto 1 1 .500  ½
Boston 0 1 .000 1
New York 0 1 .000 1

Central Division
Chicago 1 0 1.000 —
Cleveland 1 0 1.000 —
Detroit 1 0 1.000 —
Kansas City 0 1 .000 1
Minnesota 0 1 .000 1

West Division
Seattle 2 0 1.000 —
Houston 1 0 1.000  ½
Texas 1 1 .500 1
Oakland 0 1 .000 1½
Los Angeles 0 2 .000 2

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Miami 2 0 1.000 —
Washington 1 0 1.000  ½
Atlanta 1 1 .500 1
Philadelphia 1 1 .500 1
New York 0 1 .000 1½

Central Division
Pittsburgh 1 0 1.000 —
St. Louis 1 0 1.000 —
Milwaukee 1 1 .500  ½
Chicago 0 1 .000 1
Cincinnati 0 1 .000 1

West Division
Los Angeles 3 1 .750 —
San Diego 1 1 .500 1
San Francisco 1 1 .500 1
Arizona 1 3 .250 2
Colorado 0 2 .000 2

 Tuesday’s games
Houston 6, N.Y. Yankees 2
Toronto 4, Tampa Bay 2
Seattle 8, L.A. Angels 3
Cleveland at Oakland, ppd., rain
L.A. Dodgers 3, San Diego 2
Miami 4, Colorado 3
Texas 3, Philadelphia 2
Atlanta 5, Milwaukee 2
Arizona 5, San Francisco 4

Wednesday’s games
Kansas City (Vargas 0-0) at Detroit 

(Scherzer 0-0)
Minnesota (Correia 0-0) at Chicago 

White Sox (Paulino 0-0)
Cleveland (Kluber 0-0) at Oakland (Ka-

zmir 0-0)
Boston (Lackey 0-0) at Baltimore (Ji-

menez 0-0)
Toronto (Buehrle 0-0) at Tampa Bay 

(Moore 0-0)
N.Y. Yankees (Kuroda 0-0) at Houston 

(Cosart 0-0)
Cleveland (McAllister 0-0) at Oakland 

(Undecided), 9 p.m., 2nd game
Seattle (Paxton 0-0) at L.A. Angels 

(Santiago 0-0)
Atlanta (Harang 0-0) at Milwaukee 

(Garza 0-0)
Chicago Cubs (Jackson 0-0) at Pitts-

burgh (Morton 0-0)
Colorado (Lyles 0-0) at Miami (Alvarez 

0-0)
St. Louis (Wacha 0-0) at Cincinnati 

(Cingrani 0-0)
Washington (G.Gonzalez 0-0) at N.Y. 

Mets (Colon 0-0)
Philadelphia (Kendrick 0-0) at Texas 

(Ross 0-0)
San Francisco (Hudson 0-0) at Arizona 

(Cahill 0-1)
L.A. Dodgers (Haren 0-0) at San Diego 

(Ross 0-0)
Thursday’s games

Kansas City (Ventura 0-0) at Detroit 
(Sanchez 0-0)

Minnesota (Hughes 0-0) at Chicago 
White Sox (Quintana 0-0)

Boston (Doubront 0-0) at Baltimore 
(Chen 0-0)

Toronto (Morrow 0-0) at Tampa Bay 
(Archer 0-0)

N.Y. Yankees (Nova 0-0) at Houston 
(Oberholtzer 0-0)

Seattle (Elias 0-0) at Oakland (Chavez 
0-0)

Chicago Cubs (Hammel 0-0) at Pitts-
burgh (W.Rodriguez 0-0)

St. Louis (Lynn 0-0) at Cincinnati (Bai-
ley 0-0)

Colorado (Morales 0-0) at Miami 
(Turner 0-0)

Washington (Zimmermann 0-0) at N.Y. 
Mets (Wheeler 0-0)

San Francisco (Lincecum 0-0) at Ari-
zona (Arroyo 0-0)

Tuesday
Blue Jays 4, Rays 2

Toronto     Tampa Bay
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
MeCarr lf 5 1 2 0 Joyce lf 3 1 2 0
Rasms cf 4 0 1 0 Myers rf 4 0 1 1
Bautist rf 2 1 0 0 Zobrist 2b 4 0 0 0
Encrnc 1b 4 0 0 0 Longori 3b 4 1 1 0
Lind dh 3 1 2 3 Loney 1b 3 0 0 0
Navarr c 4 0 0 0 DJnngs cf 3 0 2 1
Lawrie 3b 3 1 0 0 Forsyth dh 4 0 0 0
Goins 2b 4 0 0 0 Hanign c 3 0 0 0
Diaz ss 3 0 1 1 SRdrgz pr 0 0 0 0
     YEscor ss 4 0 1 0
Totals 32 4 6 4 Totals 32 2 7 2
Toronto 300 100 000—4
Tampa Bay 000 000 011—2

DP—Toronto 1, Tampa Bay 1. LOB—To-
ronto 6, Tampa Bay 7. 2B—Rasmus (1), 
Myers (2), Longoria (1), De.Jennings 2 (3). 
HR—Lind (1). SB—Diaz (1), De.Jennings 
(1), S.Rodriguez (1). CS—Joyce (1). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Toronto
Hutchison W,1-0 5B 3 0 0 3 4
Loup H,1 1C 0 0 0 0 1
Delabar 1 2 1 1 0 0
Santos S,1-1 1 2 1 1 1 3
Tampa Bay
Cobb L,0-1 5 5 4 4 4 3
H.Bell 1 0 0 0 0 0
Lueke 1 0 0 0 1 2
C.Ramos 1C 1 0 0 0 2
McGee  B 0 0 0 0 0

WP—Cobb. T—3:32. A—11,113 (31,042).

Mariners 8, Angels 3
Seattle     Los Angeles
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Almont cf 5 1 1 1 Calhon rf 4 0 0 0
BMiller ss 5 2 2 3 Trout cf 3 0 0 0
Cano 2b 3 1 1 0 Pujols 1b 4 1 1 0
Smoak 1b 4 0 2 3 JHmltn lf 3 1 2 0
Hart dh 4 1 1 0 Freese 3b 4 0 1 0
Seager 3b 4 0 0 0 Ibanez dh 4 1 2 2
Romer rf 4 0 0 0 HKndrc 2b 4 0 0 0
MSndrs rf 0 0 0 0 Conger c 4 0 2 0
Ackley lf 3 2 2 1 Aybar ss 3 0 0 0
Buck c 4 1 1 0 
Totals 36 8 10 8 Totals 33 3 8 2
Seattle 004 011 002—8
Los Angeles 000 200 010—3

E—Cano (1), B.Miller (1). DP—Seattle 2. 
LOB—Seattle 4, Los Angeles 5. 2B—Almon-
te (2), Smoak (2), Ackley (1), Pujols (2), 
J.Hamilton (1). HR—B.Miller 2 (2), Ibanez 
(1). SB—Ackley (1). CS—Smoak (1).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Seattle
E.Ramirez W,1-0 7 6 2 2 0 6
Wilhelmsen  C 1 1 0 1 1
Beimel H,1  B 0 0 0 0 0
Rodney 1 1 0 0 0 1
Los Angeles
C.Wilson L,0-1 5C 8 6 6 2 8
Shoemaker 2B 1 0 0 0 2
Kohn 1 1 2 2 1 2

HBP—by E.Ramirez (Trout). WP—
C.Wilson. T—3:05. A—43,567 (45,483).

Astros 6, Yankees 2
New York     Houston
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Ellsury cf 4 1 0 0 Fowler cf 4 2 2 0
Jeter ss 3 1 1 0 Grssmn lf 4 0 0 0
Beltran rf 4 0 1 0 Altuve 2b 4 1 2 2
McCnn c 4 0 1 1 JCastro c 4 1 1 1
Teixeir 1b 3 0 2 1 Guzmn 1b 4 1 1 2
ASorin dh 4 0 0 0 Carter dh 4 0 1 0
Gardnr lf 3 0 0 0 MDmn 3b 4 0 0 0
Roberts 2b 3 0 0 0 Hoes rf 2 1 1 1
KJhnsn 3b 4 0 1 0 Villar ss 3 0 1 0
Totals 32 2 6 2 Totals 33 6 9 6
New York 000 000 020—2
Houston 420 000 00x—6

E—Beltran (1). DP—New York 1, Hous-
ton 1. LOB—New York 8, Houston 4. 2B—
K.Johnson (1), Fowler 2 (2). HR—Guzman 
(1), Hoes (1). SB—Altuve (1). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
New York
Sabathia L,0-1 6 8 6 6 1 6
Betances 1 0 0 0 0 2
Nuno 1 1 0 0 0 3
Houston
Feldman W,1-0 6C 2 0 0 2 3
K.Chapman  B 0 1 1 1 0
Qualls 1 3 1 1 0 0
Albers 1 1 0 0 0 0

K.Chapman pitched to 1 batter in the 
8th. HBP—by Feldman (Jeter, Gardner). 
WP—Sabathia. T—2:51. A—42,117 (42,060).

Diamondbacks 5, Giants 4
San Francisco     Arizona
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Pagan cf 4 1 1 0 GParra rf 3 1 2 1
Pence rf 4 0 0 0 Hill 2b 4 0 0 0
Sandovl 3b 3 1 1 0 Gldsch 1b 4 1 2 1
Posey c 3 1 1 1 Prado 3b 4 0 1 1
Morse lf 3 0 0 0 Monter c 1 0 0 0
JGutrrz p 0 0 0 0 Trumo lf 4 0 0 0
Blanco ph 1 0 0 0 Owings ss 4 1 2 0
Casilla p 0 0 0 0 Pollock cf 4 2 3 1
Belt 1b 4 1 2 3 Miley p 3 0 1 0
Arias 2b 3 0 0 0 Harris p 0 0 0 0
HSnchz ph 1 0 1 0 EChavz ph 1 0 0 0
Adrianz pr 0 0 0 0 A.Reed p 0 0 0 0
BCrwfr ss 4 0 1 0 
M.Cain p 2 0 0 0 
J.Perez lf 2 0 0 0 
Totals 34 4 7 4 Totals 32 5 11 4
San Francisco 400 000 000—4
Arizona 200 102 00x—5

DP—San Francisco 2. LOB—San Fran-
cisco 5, Arizona 7. 2B—H.Sanchez (1), 
B.Crawford (2), G.Parra (1), Goldschmidt 
(3), Pollock (1). HR—Belt (2). SB—Owings 
(1). SF—G.Parra. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
San Francisco
M.Cain 5 7 3 2 2 2
J.Gutierrez L,0-1 BS,1-1 2 4 2 2 1 1
Casilla 1 0 0 0 0 1
Arizona
Miley W,1-1 7 6 4 4 1 5
Harris H,1 1 0 0 0 1 2
A.Reed S,1-1 1 1 0 0 0 2

WP—Miley. PB—Posey. T—2:46. A—
18,974 (48,633).

Braves 5, Brewers 2
Atlanta     Milwaukee
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Heywrd rf 5 1 2 2 CGomz cf 2 2 1 1
BUpton cf 4 0 0 0 Segura ss 4 0 0 0
Fremn 1b 3 2 3 2 Braun rf 3 0 0 0
CJhnsn 3b 4 0 1 0 ArRmr 3b 4 0 2 1
JSchafr pr 0 0 0 0 Lucroy c 4 0 2 0
DCrpnt p 0 0 0 0 KDavis lf 4 0 0 0
Kimrel p 0 0 0 0 Weeks 2b 4 0 1 0
J.Upton lf 4 0 0 0 MrRynl 1b 3 0 0 0
Uggla 2b 4 1 2 0 Lohse p 2 0 0 0
Gattis c 4 0 1 0 Bianchi ph 1 0 0 0
Smmns ss 2 1 0 1 Duke p 0 0 0 0
A.Wood p 3 0 0 0 Hndrsn p 0 0 0 0
R.Pena 3b 1 0 0 0 Thrnrg p 0 0 0 0
Totals 34 5 9 5 Totals 31 2 6 2
Atlanta 000 021 011—5
Milwaukee 100 000 010—2

E—Gattis (1). DP—Atlanta 2. LOB—
Atlanta 5, Milwaukee 6. 2B—Uggla 2 
(2). HR—Heyward (1), Freeman 2 (2), 
C.Gomez (1). SB—J.Schafer (1), C.Gomez 
(1). SF—Simmons. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Atlanta
A.Wood W,1-0 7 5 1 1 3 5
D.Carpenter H,1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Kimbrel S,1-1 1 0 0 0 0 3
Milwaukee
Lohse L,0-1 7 5 3 3 2 8
Duke  C 2 1 1 0 1
Henderson  B 0 0 0 0 1
Thornburg 1 2 1 1 0 1

T—2:34. A—21,503 (41,900).

Rangers 3, Phillies 2
Philadelphia     Texas
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Revere cf 3 0 0 0 Choo lf 3 2 2 0
Rollins ss 4 1 1 1 Andrus ss 3 0 1 0
Utley dh 4 0 1 0 Fielder 1b 4 0 1 0
Byrd rf 3 0 2 0 ABeltre 3b 4 0 2 2
Howard 1b 4 0 1 1 Rios rf 3 1 1 0
Ruiz c 4 0 0 0 Morlnd dh 3 0 1 1
Mayrry lf 3 0 0 0 Choice dh 1 0 0 0
DBrwn ph-lf 1 0 0 0 DMrph 2b 4 0 1 0
Nix 3b 4 0 1 0 LMartn cf 3 0 1 0
CHrndz 2b 3 1 2 0 Chirins c 4 0 0 0
Totals 33 2 8 2 Totals 32 3 10 3
Philadelphia 000 002 000—2
Texas 000 001 101—3

One out when winning run scored. 
E—A.Beltre (1). DP—Philadelphia 1, Tex-
as 1. LOB—Philadelphia 6, Texas 12. 2B—
Howard (1), C.Hernandez (1), Fielder (1), 
A.Beltre (2), Rios (1). SB—L.Martin (1). 
CS—Nix (1). S—Revere, Andrus 2. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Philadelphia
A.Burnett 6 7 1 1 2 3
Diekman BS,1-1 1 2 1 1 1 1
Bastardo 1 0 0 0 0 2
Hollands L,0-1  B 0 1 1 2 0
Rosenberg 0 1 0 0 0 0
Texas
M.Perez 5C 7 2 2 0 7
Frasor 1B 0 0 0 0 1
Cotts 1 1 0 0 1 2
Soria W,1-0 1 0 0 0 0 1

Rosenberg pitched to 1 batter in 
the 9th. HBP—by A.Burnett (Choo). 
WP—A.Burnett, Cotts. T—3:14. A—29,530 
(48,114).

Dodgers 3, Padres 2
Los Angeles     San Diego
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Crwfrd lf 5 1 1 0 ECarer ss 4 0 1 0
Puig rf 4 1 2 2 S.Smith lf 3 1 2 1
HRmrz ss 4 0 0 0 Headly 3b 4 0 0 0
AdGnzl 1b 4 0 0 0 Alonso 1b 4 0 1 0
Ethier cf 3 0 0 0 Gyorko 2b 3 1 0 0
Uribe 3b 4 1 3 0 Venale cf 4 0 2 0
A.Ellis c 3 0 0 0 Denorfi rf 4 0 0 0
DGordn 2b 4 0 1 1 Grandl c 2 0 0 0
Greink p 2 0 0 0 Kenndy p 1 0 0 0
PRdrgz p 0 0 0 0 Medica ph 1 0 0 0
Figgins ph 0 0 0 0 ATorrs p 0 0 0 0
Withrw p 0 0 0 0 Stauffr p 0 0 0 0
Howell p 0 0 0 0 Vincent p 0 0 0 0
Baxter ph 1 0 0 0 Benoit p 0 0 0 0
Jansen p 0 0 0 0 Amarst ph 0 0 0 0
     Nady ph 1 0 0 0
     Thayer p 0 0 0 0
     Hundly ph 1 0 0 0
Totals 34 3 7 3 Totals 32 2 6 1
Los Angeles 200 100 000—3
San Diego 000 110 000—2

E—Withrow (1), Grandal (1), Gyorko 
(1). DP—Los Angeles 2. LOB—Los Angeles 
7, San Diego 7. 2B—Uribe (2). HR—Puig 
(1), S.Smith (2). SB—C.Crawford (1). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Los Angeles
Greinke W,1-0 5 2 2 2 2 5
P.Rodriguez H,1 1 1 0 0 0 1
Withrow H,1 1 0 0 0 0 1
Howell H,1 1 1 0 0 1 0
Jansen S,2-2 1 2 0 0 1 2
San Diego
Kennedy L,0-1 5 5 3 3 1 4
A.Torres  B 0 0 0 1 1
Stauffer 1 1 0 0 1 0
Vincent  C 1 0 0 0 0
Benoit 1 0 0 0 0 0
Thayer 1 0 0 0 0 1

WP—Greinke. T—3:38. A—35,033 
(42,302).

Marlins 4, Rockies 3
Colorado     Miami
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Stubbs cf 5 0 0 0 Yelich lf 4 0 0 0
Cuddyr rf 4 1 1 0 JeBakr 2b 3 0 0 0
CGnzlz lf 3 1 1 1 Stanton rf 3 1 0 1
Tlwtzk ss 4 1 1 1 McGeh 3b 3 0 1 1
Mornea 1b 4 0 3 0 GJones 1b 3 1 1 0
Rosario c 2 0 0 1 Sltlmch c 3 1 1 1
Arenad 3b 4 0 0 0 Ozuna cf 3 0 1 0
LeMahi 2b 4 0 1 0 Hchvrr ss 2 0 0 1
Andrsn p 2 0 1 0 Eovaldi p 1 0 0 0
Blckmn ph 1 0 1 0 RJhnsn ph 1 1 1 0
Ottavin p 0 0 0 0 Marml p 0 0 0 0
Brothrs p 0 0 0 0 MDunn p 0 0 0 0
Dickrsn ph 1 0 0 0 ARams p 0 0 0 0
     Solano ph 1 0 0 0
     Cishek p 0 0 0 0
Totals 34 3 9 3 Totals 27 4 5 4
Colorado 000 200 010—3
Miami 020 002 00x—4

E—LeMahieu (1). DP—Colorado 1. 
LOB—Colorado 7, Miami 1. 2B—Cuddyer 
(1), C.Gonzalez (1), Tulowitzki (1), Ander-
son (1), Saltalamacchia (1), R.Johnson 
(1). SB—Blackmon (1), Stanton (1). SF—
Rosario, Hechavarria. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Colorado
Anderson L,0-1 6 5 4 3 1 2
Ottavino 1 0 0 0 0 2
Brothers 1 0 0 0 0 0
Miami
Eovaldi W,1-0 6 6 2 2 1 6
Marmol H,1 1 1 0 0 0 0
M.Dunn H,1  C 2 1 1 0 0
A.Ramos H,1  B 0 0 0 1 1
Cishek S,1-1 1 0 0 0 0 1

T—2:24. A—15,906 (37,442).

Calendar
May 14-15 — Owners meetings, New 

York.
June 5 — Amateur draft.
July 15 — All-Star game, Minneapolis.
July 18 — Deadline for amateur draft 

picks to sign.
July 27 — Hall of Fame inductions, 

Cooperstown, N.Y.
July 31 — Last day to trade a player 

without securing waivers.
Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40 

players.
Sept. 30 — Postseason begins. 

Scoreboard AL roundup

Jeter’s final year
begins with loss

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Derek Jeter 
began the first game of his final 
season by getting plunked with 
a pitch. The Astros then beat up 
on CC Sabathia even worse, en-
suring the captain’s farewell tour 
would start with a Yankees’ loss.

Jesus Guzman and L.J. Hoes 
homered off Sabathia to help the 
Houston Astros roll to a 6-2 win 
against New York on Tuesday 
night.

“Trying to get your first win, 
your first hit, your first run, any-
thing is kind of difficult to do,” 
Jeter said. “The first, sometimes, 
is tough to come by.”

Jeter was hit on the left arm by 
Scott Feldman in his first at-bat 
and ended 1-for-3 with a single. 
The 13-time All-Star who helped 
New York to five World Series 
titles announced in February 
he would retire after his 20th 
season.

“I was a little extra anxious be-
cause I hadn’t played in a while, 
but when I got hit, I think that 
actually helped,” said Jeter, who 
missed most of last season with 
injuries.

The Astros added Dexter 
Fowler and Feldman to improve 
a team coming off three straight 
100-loss seasons. 

Fowler had two doubles as 
Houston jumped on Sabathia for 
six runs in the first two innings. 
Feldman allowed two hits in 6 2⁄3 
innings in his Houston debut after 
signing a three-year, $30 million 
contract. 

Blue Jays 4, Rays 2: Drew 
Hutchison won his first start in 
almost two years and Adam Lind 
homered for visiting Toronto.

Hutchison (1-0) allowed three 
hits and walked three in 5 1⁄3 shut-
out innings in his first big league 
game since June 15, 2012. The 
right-hander had elbow ligament 
replacement surgery in August 
2012.

Lind hit a three-run homer in 
the first off Alex Cobb (0-1). He 
sent a 3-1 pitch over the center-
field fence.

Cobb gave up four runs, five hits 
and four walks in five innings. 

Mariners 8, Angels 3: Brad 
Miller hit two homers and Erasmo 
Ramirez pitched seven innings of 
six-hit ball as visiting Seattle beat 
Los Angeles again.

Justin Smoak hit a three-run 
double, while Abraham Almonte 
and Dustin Ackley also had RBI 
doubles as the Mariners followed 
up their 10-3 win on opening day 
with another surprising offensive 
barrage.

Seattle scored 16 runs in its 
first 15 innings of the year while 
beating Jered Weaver and C.J. 

Wilson, their AL West rivals’ two 
best starters.

Wilson (0-1) labored into the
sixth inning for the Angels, who
are off to their first 0-2 start since
2001. 

Interleague

Rangers 3, Phillies 2: Adrian
Beltre singled home Shin-Soo 
Choo with the winning run in the
ninth inning as host Texas saved
a run on a successful replay
challenge.

Choo, who also scored the tying
run in the seventh, reached base
for the fourth time on a walk to 
start the ninth against Mario Hol-
lands (0-1) .

After Elvis Andrus’ sacrifice
and a walk to Prince Fielder,
Phillies manager Ryne Sandberg
went to right-hander B.J. Rosen-
berg. Beltre then singled, scoring
Choo without a throw.

New Texas closer Joakim Soria
(1-0) got the win with a perfect 
ninth inning in his season debut.

The first replay review of the 
series was a successful challenge
by Rangers manager Ron Wash-
ington and helped keep a run off 
the board in Philadelphia’s two-
run sixth inning.

Astros cruise past Sabathia, Yankees

PAT SULLIVAN/AP

The Yankees’ Derek Jeter 
jumps up after being hit by a 
pitch during the first inning of 
Tuesday’s game against the 
Astros in Houston.
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The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Adding De-
Sean Jackson to an offense with 
Robert Griffin III should make 
the Washington Redskins fun to 
watch again.

Adding Jackson to a locker 
room culture undergoing yet an-
other overhaul could be the great-
er challenge.

Washington made its biggest 
move yet of the 2014 offseason 
on Wednesday when Jackson re-
turned to Redskins Park to sign 
his contract after two days of vis-
its and negotiations, highlighted 
by a recruiting-style evening out 
with cornerback DeAngelo Hall, 
receiver Pierre Garçon and rap-
per Wale.

Jackson will get $16 million 
guaranteed in the three-year, $24 
million deal, according to a person 
familiar with the terms who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity be-
cause the Redskins did not public-
ly disclose the financial details.

The Redskins are getting a 
three-time Pro Bowl receiver 
with speed, someone who single-
handedly can change a defense’s 
approach. He set career highs 
with 82 catches for 1,332 yards 
last year for the NFC East cham-
pion Philadelphia Eagles. And 
Jackson, who led the NFL in punt 
return average in 2009, can give 
a badly needed boost to Washing-

ton’s special teams, although his 
production in the return game has 
waned in the past three years.

The Redskins are also get-
ting a player not afraid to speak 
his mind and who isn’t shy about 
his talents. He had a history of 
off-the-field issues in his six sea-
sons with the Eagles. Among the 
lowlights: In 2011, he was deac-
tivated for a game for being late 
for a team meeting and dropped 
more passes than usual, part of 
a season-long spillover from his 
unfulfilled desire for a new con-
tract that led to an 11-day train-
ing camp holdout.

Last year, in Chip Kelly’s first 
season as the Eagles’ coach, 
Jackson fumed at members of 
the coaching staff on the sideline 
during a game and had to be re-
strained by two teammates, upset 
because he didn’t get the ball 
when he was wide open. After the 
season was over, he lobbied for yet 
another new contract — just two 
years after getting a five-year, 
$48.2 million deal that included a 
$10 million signing bonus.

The Eagles decided enough was 
enough and tried unsuccessfully 
to trade Jackson. They released 
him last week, and Jackson on 
the same day issued a statement 
aimed at quashing another off-
the-field report, denying any 
involvement in gang activity 
near his hometown in Southern 

California.
The Redskins are coming off a

3-13 season overwhelmed by bad 
chemistry between coach Mike
Shanahan and franchise player 
Griffin. Shanahan was fired and
replaced by Jay Gruden, who will 
be trying to set a new tone in the
locker room.

 The Redskins are losing one of
their veteran leaders, linebacker 
London Fletcher, who has an-
nounced plans to retire. Fletcher’s
replacement, leadership-wise,
might be safety Ryan Clark, who
agreed to terms earlier this week
and signed his deal Wednesday. 
The 34-year-old Clark returns to
Washington after eight seasons 
with the Pittsburgh Steelers.

If Jackson fits in, he’ll join an 
offense that includes skill players
Griffin, Garçon, Andre Roberts,
Jordan Reed and Alfred Morris
— a formidable lineup if the line
holds up.

The Redskins had been rela-
tively cautious this offseason with
general manager Bruce Allen in 
charge of the roster for the first
time. Their biggest move previ-
ously had been at the expense of
another NFC East rival, signing
defensive lineman Jason Hatcher
as a free agent from the Dallas
Cowboys. 

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Members 
of a group trying to unionize col-
lege athletes sought out potential 
congressional allies Wednesday 
as they braced for an appeal of a 
ruling that said full scholarship 
athletes at Northwestern Univer-
sity are employees who have the 
right to form a union.

Former Northwestern quar-
terback Kain Colter, the face of a 
movement to give college athletes 
the right to unionize, and Ramogi 
Huma, the founder and president 
of the National College Players 
Association, had meetings sched-
uled with lawmakers over a two-
day period.

“The goal is to make athletes 
have a seat at the table. Health 
and safety of athletes is the con-
cern, especially to reduce the risk 
of brain trauma,” Huma said out-
side the Capitol before heading 
to a meeting with Sen. Sherrod 
Brown, D-Ohio.

Among the others they expect-
ed to meet with were Rep. George 
Miller of California, the top Dem-
ocrat on the House Education and 
Labor Committee; and Rep. Jan 
Schakowsky, D-Ill., whose dis-
trict includes Northwestern .

They intended to make clear 

one of their chief concerns, pro-
viding for athletes’ medical 
needs. Huma said the group also 
was concerned that the NCAA 
would lobby Congress to prohibit 
unionizing by college athletes.

“We want to make sure they 
have an opportunity to hear from 
us directly,” Huma said.

Back in Evanston, Ill., the Wild-
cats resumed spring practice 
Tuesday for the first time since 
the decision from a regional labor 
official that cleared the way for 
the formation of a union, setting 
up Northwestern as ground zero 
for the effort to organize athletes.  
The school is appealing.

When members of the football 
team had the chance to sign union 
cards back in January, some play-
ers signed their names, others did 
not.

Running back Venric Mark 
said Tuesday that he wondered 
if the ones who did realized the 
ramifications of the decision and 
where it would lead.

“I don’t know if people kind of 
knew what they were going to get 
into or if they thought it was going 
to turn out the way it did,” he said. 
“But at the end of the day, now it’s 
time to get back to work. I mean, 
we have a job to do.”

Whether being a student ath-
lete is a job is at the center of a 
national debate over whether col-
lege athletes should unionize. 

 Could there be a division be-
tween players who signed union 
cards and those who did not? And 
what about the team’s relation-
ship with coach Pat Fitzgerald?

“It doesn’t threaten anything,” 
said Mark, who would not say 
whether he signed a union card.

“Northwestern has treated us 
all well and we know that. And 
we know that it is a privilege to 
be here so at the end of the day 
we’re all going to support our for-
mer teammate, but we also know 
we’re here to get a degree and 
we’re also here to play football.”   

Serena Williams upset 
in Charleston

CHARLESTON, S.C. — Serena 
Williams was eliminated from 
the Family Circle Cup on Tues-
day, stunned 6-4, 6-4 by Jana Ce-
pelova of Slovakia in the second 
round.

“I’m really just dead. I need 
some weeks off where I don’t 
think about tennis and kind of 
regroup,” Williams said after the 
match. “I’ve had a long couple 

of years, and I’m really a little 
fatigued.”

Williams, the top seed and 
defending champion in Charles-
ton, was looking for her second 
straight title and her third this 
year after winning a record sev-
enth Sony Open last weekend. 

Barcelona banned from
signing players for year

Barcelona was banned by 
FIFA from signing any new play-
ers for next season after being 
found guilty on Wednesday of 
repeatedly breaching transfer 
regulations.

The heavy sanction, which 
covers the summer and January 
transfer windows, followed an 
investigation over the past year 
into the Spanish champion’s sign-
ing of players under the age of 18 
from 2009 to 2013.

FIFA found the signing of 10 
un-named players to be in breach 
of its rules covering the protec-
tion of minors. A fine of 450,000 
Swiss francs ($509,000) was also 
imposed on Barcelona, which 
was given 90 days “to regularize 
the situation of all minor players 
concerned.”

The Spanish Football Federa-

tion was also found by the world
governing body to have violated
the rules covering the registra-
tion of minors and fined 500,000 
Swiss francs ($565,500).

 The punishment, which pre-
vents Barcelona from signing
any players until the summer of 
2015, leaves recent agreements
with Borussia Monchengladbach 
goalkeeper Marc-Andre Ter Ste-
gen and Croatian teenager Alen
Halilovic to join the club in July
in limbo.

Barcelona, which has not com-
mented on the sanctions, has
three working days to inform
FIFA of an intention to appeal 
and then a further week to pro-
vide its reasons for challenging 
the punishment. 

Giants sign free agent 
DE Robert Ayers

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
The New York Giants have signed
former Denver Broncos defensive
end Robert Ayers.

Ayers’ addition Wednesday
makes him the 13th veteran the 
team has signed since free agen-
cy started.

Ayers had a career-high 5.5
sacks last season for the Broncos. 

NFL/SPORTS BREIFS

Redskins sign explosive receiver Jackson

MICHAEL PEREZ/AP

Wide receiver DeSean Jackson, shown eluding Atlanta Falcons 
cornerback Asante Samuel last season, was signed by Washington 
on Tuesday. It was the Redskins’ biggest move yet of the offseason, 
adding a three-time Pro Bowl receiver less than a week after the 
dynamic playmaker was released by the rival Philadelphia Eagles.

Ex-Eagle dynamic on the field, a distraction off of it

College athletes take labor cause to Capitol Hill
Briefl y
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WOMEN’S NCAA TOURNAMENT

BY DOUG FEINBERG

The Associated Press

UConn and Notre Dame have 
been on a collision course all sea-
son for what would be an unprec-
edented national championship 
game.

Now the two unbeaten teams 
are each one victory away from a 
showdown in Music City. Standing 
in the way of that historic match-
up are Maryland and Stanford.

“If they just wanted a Con-
necticut-Notre Dame showdown, 
what’d they make us do this for?” 
Stanford coach Tara VanDerveer 
quipped.

The Cardinal will face the top-
seeded Huskies while the Irish 
will play the Terrapins on Sunday 
in the Final Four in Nashville, 
Tenn. Both games are rematches 
from earlier in the season.

Connecticut, which has won 44 
straight games, advanced to the 
national semifinals for the sev-
enth straight season. The Huskies 
won the national championship 
last year and are trying to win a 
record ninth title after beating 
Texas A&M in the regional finals.

“It’s not easy to beat anybody 
at this time of the year because 
everybody is playing their best 
basketball,” UConn coach Geno 
Auriemma said. “We beat a pret-
ty good team ..., and I’m proud of 
my team. I thought we were re-
ally, really good when we needed 
to be really, really good.”

Like the Huskies, the Irish 
have been to four straight Final 
Fours. They are the sixth school 
to reach the national semifinals 
in four consecutive years, joining 
UConn, LSU, Stanford, Louisiana 
Tech and Tennessee.

“It means so much to our pro-
gram. I think it’s a statement,” 
McGraw said. “When Skylar 
(Diggins) came in, I think people 
expected that we would be in the 
Final Four, and then when Skylar 
graduated I don’t think anyone 
expected that we’d be back in the 
Final Four. So I think it says a lot 
about this team.”

The Irish’s chances of winning 
their first national championship 
since 2001 took a big blow when 
forward Natalie Achonwa tore 
the anterior cruciate ligament in 
her left knee in the regional final 
victory over Baylor.

“We still believe,” McGraw 
said. “She got us to this point, now 
somebody else has to finish it.”

Achonwa was third on the team 
at 14.9 points per game, but the 
Irish will miss her most on the 
boards since she led the Irish in 
rebounding with 7.7 per game.

The Terps advanced to their 
first Final Four since winning the 
national championship in 2006.

“There was a lot of déjà vu the 
last couple days,” Maryland coach 
Brenda Frese said. “It brings back 
special memories from 2006. Re-
ally, the teamwork is the same, 
when you talk about your players 

BY JANIE MCCAULEY

The Associated Press

STANFORD, Calif.  — All sea-
son long, Hall of Fame coach 
Tara VanDerveer pushed and 
challenged her players to do more 
in support of Chiney Ogwumike.

From knocking down three-
pointers on the perimeter, to 
pounding the boards in the paint 
and even doing the little things 
like chasing down loose balls, Og-
wumike needed help.

That supporting cast is a big rea-
son Ogwumike and Stanford,are 
headed back to the Final Four a 
year after an early exit in the re-
gional semifinals that served as 
12 months of motivation.

Ogwumike had 20 points and 
10 rebounds on a night she was 
far from her top form and Mi-
kaela Ruef scored a career-high 
17 points on the way to regional 
MVP honors in leading second-
seeded Stanford past North Caro-
lina 74-65 Tuesday night.

Music City, here come the Car-
dinal for the program’s 12th Final 
Four and a rematch with top-
seeded Connecticut — winners of 
44 straight games, including 76-
57 against Stanford on Nov 11.

“Nobody expects us to win 

and that just fuels us,” Ruef said. 
“We’re just going to have fun.”

In front of a cheering home 
crowd, Amber Orrange added 
14 points and Bonnie Samuelson 
knocked down three three-point-
ers for 13 points off the bench for 
Stanford (33-3), which had its 
streak of five straight Final Fours 
snapped last March.

Since the disappointment of 

that early exit against Georgia 
in the Spokane Regional semifi-
nals, Ogwumike, Ruef and their 
fellow seniors have made it their 
mission to get back to women’s 
basketball’s biggest stage.

“At the beginning of the year 
when the regional sites came 
out and I saw they were going 
to Stanford, I was determined to 
play here, to win here to go to the 
Final Four,” Ruef said.

When it was decided, Stan-
ford’s players jumped in delight 
and quickly pulled on hats and T-
shirts and began dancing at cen-
ter court. They had earned it.

“I have the utmost faith in my 
teammates,” Ogwumike said. 
“We’ve had so many people who 
just wanted to keep this year 
going. Sometimes people say you 
can’t win only on heart, but to-
night I think we did.”

Allisha Gray scored 19 points 
for No. 4 seed North Carolina (27-
10), which couldn’t pull off a Final 
Four reunion with Sylvia Hatch-
ell after the coach’s season-long 
battle with leukemia.  Hatchell 
had permission from her doctors 
to travel to Nashville if her team 
reached the Final Four.

BY TERESA M. WALKER

The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — The 
Maryland Terrapins took down 
the top seed to reach the Louis-
ville Regional final, then knocked 
off the home team in its own arena 
before the sixth-largest crowd 
ever at this point of the NCAA 
tournament.

Now they want more.
“We’ll just try to fly under the 

radar and just be who we are,” 
coach Brenda Frese said after 
Maryland held off Louisville 76-
73 Tuesday night. The Terps’ lat-
est upset sent them to their first 
Final Four since they won the na-
tional championship in 2006.

“Nobody expected us to be able 
to walk in here in front of 15,000-
plus fans to be able to pull off this 
upset. It’s easy to say that a team 
should win on their home court, 
but this team just keeps believ-
ing and they just keep staying 
grounded and we’ll just continue 
to be true to ourselves.”

All-American Alyssa Thomas 
scored 22 points and grabbed 13 
rebounds for Maryland (28-6), 
which reached the school’s fourth 
Final Four. The Terrapins’ second 
straight upset in Louisville was 
essentially a home game for the 
third-seeded Cardinals, and the 
crowd, which numbered 14,002, 
was mostly in Louisville red.

 The Cardinals’ fans really 
turned up the volume with 2:03 
left when Louisville (33-5) went 
on a furious rally after Maryland 
had been up 12.

Frese even took a timeout after 

Thomas, her All-American, hit 
only one of two free throws with 
3.5 seconds left.

Given the choice by Frese 
whether to foul or play defense, 
the Terrapins chose to double-
team Shoni Schimmel and it paid 
off when the final shot of the Lou-
isville star’s career clanged off 
the back rim.

“I was actually kind of open for 
me to take that shot,” said Schim-
mel, who had 31 points. “We per-
fected it, the ball just didn’t go 
in. The one that didn’t go in was 

the last shot I wanted. But it just 
didn’t fall. Nothing much you can 
do about that.”

The fourth-seeded Terrapins 
will play undefeated Notre Dame 
(35-0) on Sunday in Nashville in a 
national semifinal.

 Lexie Brown added 20 points 
for Maryland with her dad, for-
mer NBA player Dee Brown, in 
the stands.

 Antonita Slaughter added 16 
points for Louisville and Asia 
Taylor had 12. 

Notre Dame, UConn 
headline Final Four
Both teams going to Nashville still undefeated

and your staff and support staff,
very similar to ’06 in terms of just 
being lined up together.”

Frese doesn’t mind that all the
talk seems to be about the two un-
beaten teams.

“I love it. It’s par for the course,”
she said. “We’ll just try to fly under
the radar and be who we are. No-
body expected us to be able to pull 
off this upset. It’s easy to say that
a team should win on their home 
court, but this team just keeps be-
lieving and they just keep staying
grounded, and we’ll just continue 
to be true to ourselves.”

Maryland will have a chance
to avenge an 87-83 loss to Notre 
Dame in late January. Both Stan-
ford and Notre Dame advanced
winning regional finals at home,
while Maryland had to go into
Louisville to move on.

“We had them at home and let it
slip away,” Maryland star Alyssa
Thomas said. “We’re a different
team now and looking forward to
the matchup.”

 All-American Chiney Ogwu-
mike has the Cardinal back in the 
national semifinals for the sixth 
time in seven years after beating 
North Carolina 74-65. Stanford 
was eliminated in the regional
semifinals by Georgia last season,
ending a streak of five straight
trips to the Final Four.

Now Ogwumike has the Cardi-
nal trying to win their first cham-
pionship since 1992. Stanford had 
chances, losing to Tennessee in 
the 2008 championship game and 
to Connecticut for the 2010 title. 

(1) Connecticut (37-0)
vs. (2) Stanford (33-3)

AFN-Sports
3 a.m. Monday CET
10 a.m. Sunday JKT

(4) Maryland (28-6)
vs. (1) Notre Dame (35-0)

AFN-Sports
12:30 a.m. Monday CET
7:30 a.m. Monday JKT

Stanford outlasts North Carolina

Maryland 
takes out 
Louisville

TIMOTHY D. EASLEY/AP 

Maryland’s Malina Howard, left, shoots as Louisville’s Antonita 
Slaughter defends during the first half of their regional championship 
game on Tuesday in Louisville, Ky.

MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ/AP 

Stanford’s Bonnie Samuelson 
celebrates after making a three-
pointer against North Carolina  
in the first half of their regional 
final Tuesday in Stanford, Calif.
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Above: The famed Wrigley Field marquee was not originally part of Wrigley Field. 
The marquee went up in 1934 and was more of a bluish color at the time. Top right: 
Crowds line up along the sidewalk outside Weeghman Park on May 14, 1914. The 
park was home to the Federal League’s Chicago Whales. Right: On Aug. 25, 1916, 
Cubs player George Pierce pets a bear cub while teammate Roger Bresnahan holds 
its leash at the first National League game at Weeghman Park.

Photos courtesy of the Chicago History Museum

Maryland, Stanford complete
women’s Final Four lineup Page 31

Hawks clinging to fi nal spot in East
after struggling through March Page 24

BY DON BABWIN AND ANDREW SELIGMAN

The Associated Press

CHICAGO

It’s hard to think of Wrigley Field as anything but 
a place of heartbreak — a place where fans wait, 
season after season, for an elusive World Series 
title that never comes.

Yet in the century without a championship, the ball-
park has been first time and time again in changing 
the way America watches baseball.

It was the first to let fans keep foul balls. The first 

with permanent concession stands. The first with 
organ music. The first to clean the park and broadcast 
games as part of an effort to diversify the fan base and 
attract women and their kids to a game traditionally 
more popular among men.

“We think of all this as so obvious, but back then this 
was considered revolutionary,” said Cubs historian Ed 
Hartig.

The ballpark will mark its 100th birthday this 
spring, and the Cubs plan a celebration in April to 
honor one of the nation’s most classic ballparks, where 
runs still register on a manual scoreboard and watch-

ing a game is like taking a step back in time. As the 
centennial approaches, the Cubs and Chicago have 
found themselves stuck in a debate about how far to go 
in modernizing the ballpark with the same Jumbotron 
that towers over other fields.

“When you put a Jumbotron in the outfield I think you 
are messing with what makes Wrigley Wrigley,” said 
Phillip Bess, director of graduate studies at the  Uni-
versity of Notre Dame’s architecture school who helped 
lead an effort to save Fenway Park from demolition. “If 
the Cubs do that it means they really don’t understand 
SEE FIELD’S ON PAGE 28

Field’s 
days Cubs trying to find balance 

between history and innovation
as Wrigley reaches its centennial

CHARLES REX ARBOGAST/AP

MLB

Jackson, Redskins reach 
$24M, 3-year deal

NFL, Page 30


