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General accused of sex assault quietly retired with demotion

By DaN LAMOTHE
The Washington Post

A two-star Army general who was
fired from his job in Djibouti last year
after allegedly groping a female adviser
was allowed to retire quietly with a de-
motion in rank at the same time that
a sexual assault case against another
Army general received international at-
tention, according to Army officials and
military documents.

Then-Maj. Gen. Ralph Baker, the for-
mer commander of the U.S. military’s
counterterrorism task force for the Horn
of Africa, was investigated by the Army’s
Criminal Investigation Command on alle-
gations of sexual assault, according to the
newly released documents. Baker retired
in September 2013 as a one-star general,
although the Army never disclosed the
circumstances of his retirement.

Details of the case were disclosed in

documents obtained by The
Washington Post through the
Freedom of Information Act.

An Army spokesman said
Wednesday that Baker was
given an administrative punish-
ment at the time of the incident as
well as a letter of reprimand
— usually a career-ending
punishment.

SEE GENERAL ON PAGE 6

Bng Gen Ralph Baker
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“| tried to sign up
for Netflix but this
happened instead.”

—~Comedian and movie star Adam
Sandler, tweeting about his four-
movie deal with Netflix

See story on Page 19
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Blast in Kabul kills 3, wounds 8

By SrosopaN LEKIC
Stars and Stripes
KABUL, Afghanistan — Three

people were killed and eight
ded here Thursday in a sui-
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cide bombing next to a van carry-
ing Defense Ministry employees,
officials said.

Near-daily bombings in Kabul
have coincided with the inaugu-
ration of new Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani. The attacks ap-
pear intended to demonstrate the
Taliban’s capability to strike at
will even in the heavily guarded
capital.

A Defense Ministry state-
ment said three of its staff were
killed and eight injured in the

blast, which occurred when a
man walked to a minibus that
was picking up passengers and
detonated the explosives he was
carrying.

The attack was carried out near
the old royal Darulaman palace
in western Kabul.

Taliban spokesman Zabiullah
Mujahid said the group was re-
sponsible for the attack.

On Wednesday, seven soldiers
died and 19 people were wounded
in two Taliban suicide attacks on
an Afghan military bus and a se-
curity vehicle in different parts of
Kabul.

A bomb exploded near Kabul
airport without causing casual-

ties Monday, when Ghani was
inaugurated during a massive se-
curity clampdown in the capital.

On Tuesday, Washington and
Kabul signed a bilateral secu-
rity pact that will allow nearly
10,000 U.S. troops to remain in
Afghanistan after the withdrawal
of NATO combat forces at the end
of this year.

The Taliban have vowed to
continue fighting until all foreign
troops leave the country.

But in a possible indication that
the insurgents may consider the
new administration more flex-
ible than the previous one, Tal-
iban leader Mullah Omar said in
a statement that the group would

also pursue “political means” to
achieve its objectives.

“In addition to the military
efforts, the Islamic Emirate is
striving to reach its goals through
establishing positive relations
with trusted international sides,”
he said in a statement received by
Stars and Stripes on Thursday.

In his inaugural address,
Ghani urged the Taliban to rejoin
an effort at reconciliation that
foundered last year after former
President Hamid Karzai objected
to the opening of a Taliban office
in Qatar, where the talks were
scheduled to be held.

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this

report.
lekic.slobodan@stripes.com

Afghan forces confident after peaceful switch in power

By Curis CARROLL
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The confi-
dence of Afghan security forces
is surging after a peaceful transi-
tion of government, but their ca-
sualties in battles with insurgents
are spiking as well, the top U.S.
commander in Afghanistan said
Thursday.

The country’s new president,
Ashraf Ghani, took office this
week and has made a point of em-
bracing Afghan troops and the
U.S.-backed security mission, said
Gen. John Campbell, commander
of U.S. and NATO forces, speaking
to reporters at the Pentagon over a
satellite link from Kabul.

“That made an immediate im-
pact on them and their morale,”
Campbell said.

The morale boost came at an op-
portune time. Taliban insurgents
have been pressing hard to make a
statement about their viability be-
fore the end of the summer fight-

ing season, Campbell said.

The last month has seen a
“spike” in the number of dead and
wounded Afghan national forces
as the Taliban mounted offensives
in the Helmand and Ghazni prov-
inces, he said.

As aresult, the number of ANSF
casualties — as best U.S. officials
can determine through Afghan
channels — is between 7,000 and
9,000 this year, comparable to all
of 2013, he said. An increase in
casualties was widely expected
when Afghans officially assumed
most of the fighting duties from
NATO troops last year.

But, Campbell said, some of the
reports of Taliban successes have
been dramatically exaggerated.

“They have quite frankly won
the information war, because all
of you back there think the Tal-
iban have made great success, and
they haven’t,” he said.

While Afghan troops still need
extensive help with air support,
logistics and intelligence, sur-

veillance and reconnaissance,
Campbell said their basic fighting
ability has grown greatly in recent
years.

“There’s nowhere that we have
Afghan security forces that the
Taliban can get the terrain and
hold the terrain,” he said.

On Tuesday, American and Af-
ghan officials signed a bilateral
security agreement that allows
9,800 U.S. troops, primarily train-
ers, advisers and counterterrorism
forces, to stay in Afghanistan be-
yond the end of the current NATO
combat mission in December.

Also on Tuesday, NATO signed
an agreement that authorizes
2,000 troops from other NATO na-
tions to remain.

Former Afghan  president
Hamid Karzai refused last fall to
sign the agreement even after it
was approved by a national coun-
cil, saying his successor should be
the one to sign it.

Disputed election results de-
layed the signing of the BSA until

this week, when Ghani was sworn
in after a runoff election with rival
Abdullah Abdullah.

The post-2014 mission has a rel-
atively tight drawdown timetable,
with President Barack Obama an-
nouncing plans earlier this year to
withdraw half of the U.S. forces at
the end of 2015 and the remainder
by the end of 2016.

Campbell said he was confident
U.S. and NATO forces could suc-
cessfully fill many of the gaps in
Afghan capability in the coming
two years, but if the plan needs to
change, he’ll say so.

“I feel very confident we have
a good plan,” he said. “But as any
commander on the ground, I re-
serve the right to take a look at
the risk to force, risk to the mis-
sion and provide my assessment to
my chain of command as we move
forward.”

carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_
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Navy announces home
for West Coast F-35Cs

The Navy will base its West
Coast F-35Cs at Naval Air Station
Lemoore in California, the Navy
announced Thursday.

A total of 100 F-35C jets will
gradually replace 70 aging FA-18
Hornets, increasing the number of

aircraft at Lemoore by 30 by 2028,
the Navy said, though the number
will be similar to 2013 levels.

The Navy’s joint strike fighter
variant will be assigned in seven
Navy Pacific Fleet squadrons of 10
Jjets each, and a Fleet Replacement
Squadron will have 30 jets.

The move, which will begin in
2016, will increase the number of
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operations at Lemoore by about
68,400 each year, and increase
operations at Naval Air Facility E1
Centro by about 800 each year, the
Navy said. There will be no chang-
es in the number of aircraft based
at Naval Air Facility El Centro.

In August, Bloomberg News re-
ported that flight restrictions on
the F-35 were hindering the abili-
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ty of the DOD to do software tests,
and that the testing for the Marine
Corps version of the jet was five
months behind schedule.

In March, the Navy’s deputy as-
sistant secretary for budget said
the sea service was cutting the
number of F-35Cs it will buy in the
next five years from 69 to 36.
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Courtesy of U.S. Army Garrison Stuttgart

As seen in this aerial view, work continues on the new high school and elementary school for Stuttgart,
Germany, students. Garrison officials have proposed that the new schools, slated to open next school
year, be named after two Green Berets who were killed in combat in Afghanistan.

Push on to name Stuttgart schools
after Green Berets killed in action

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany —
The new Stuttgart High School
and Stuttgart Elementary School,
slated to open next year, will bear
the names of two fallen Green Be-
rets, if the military community
here has its way.

As construction continues on
the two schools, scheduled to open
intime for the 2015-16 school year,
a push is underway to name the
high school after Chief Warrant
Officer 2 Douglas M. Vose and
the elemen-
tary school
after  Staff
Sgt. Patrick
F.  Kutsch-
bach. Both
were killed
in combat in
Afghanistan.

The move
would mark
the first time
that any De-
partment of Defense Education
Activity schools in Europe have
carried the names of service-
members killed during the post-
9/11 era, and only the second time
worldwide, according to DODEA.
Hampton Primary School at Fort
Bragg, North Carolina, is named
after Capt. Kimberly N. Hamp-
ton, a helicopter pilot shot down
in Iraqin 2004.

“My desire is to always take the
opportunity to recognize those
who have sacrificed everything,”
said Col. John Stack, garrison
commander in Stuttgart, who
has led the push to rename the
schools.

“These particular soldiers
served here, deployed from here
and went into harm’s way. They
were on the leading edge of com-
bat in Afghanistan and they didn’t
come back,” Stack said. “So when
we build a significant structure
like these schools, I think it is a
fantastic opportunity to recog-

nize the sacrifice.”

During more than a decade
of fighting in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, more than 5,000 troops have
been killed in action. In the years
ahead, as military communities
come to terms with those sacri-
fices, it’s likely there will be more
requests to get base buildings and
schools named after fallen troops.
It’s only natural for communities
to honor those who died in the
line of duty, Stack said.

Stack’s request is moving up
the chain of command. He has al-
ready won support from top Army
officials ~ in
Europe, in-
cluding U.S.
Army Eu-
rope  com-
mander Lt
Gen. Donald
Campbell,
he said. Now,
| the request
~ | is  headed
to DODEA

eadquar-
ters, where the final dec1smn will
be made.

Robert Purtiman, a DODDS-
Europe spokesman, declined to
comment on whether school of-
ficials intend to endorse the plan,
saying he didn’t want to influence
the process.

As a matter of DODEA policy,
schools are generally named
after their respective cities or
towns. But there are exceptions,

such as Stuttgart’s current Patch
High School, which was named
after a World War II general and
is slated to close at the end of this
school year.

Stuttgart, home to U.S. Eu-
ropean Command and Africa
Command, hosts some of the U.S.
military’s most elite fighting forc-
es, including the Army’s Green
Berets and the Navy’s SEALs.

When Stack came up with the
idea of naming the new Stuttgart
schools after fallen soldiers, he
reached out to troops with the
1st Battalion, 10th Special Forces
Group, a unit that has spent much
of the past decade operating in

istan. The 1-10
put forward the names of Vose
and Kutschbach.

Vose, who was Kkilled in 2009
during combat operations in Af-
ghanistan, was known in his unit
for his physical toughness and
courage under fire.

Kutschbach, who was killed in
action in 2007, also was admired
for calm and courage under fire.

“Those battles were fought and
won by the guys on the ground,
the chiefs, the staff sergeants,
‘who made the ultimate sacrifice,”
Stack said. “Stuttgart (High
School and Elementary) is not a
bad name, but you’re missing an
opportunity to honor a service-
member and show the commu-
nity we don’t forget.”

Gl being treated
after rampage in
erman hospital

Stars and Stripes

GRAFENWOHR, Germany
— An American soldier shot last
week by German police in the
emergency room of a hospital
in Munich is in good condition
at Landstuhl Regional Medical
Center, officials said Thursday.

The soldier, a 28-year-old mem-
ber of the Army’s 2nd Cavalry
Regiment in Vilseck, was shot in
the legs Sept. 25 by Munich police
after he allegedly backed them
and a doctor into a corner and
threatened to bludgeon them with
a fire extinguisher, according to a
release from the Munich police.

A spokesman for Landstuhl
said the soldier is being treated
for aleg fracture.

According to German media
reports, the soldier fell and suf-
fered a head injury while leav-
ing the Oktoberfest beer festival,
then lashed out at emergency
responders as they attempted to
treat him. Police and some of the
soldier’s colleagues helped get
him to the hospital, according to
Munich’s Abendzeitung.

The soldier was given a seda-
tive, according to press reports,
and held for observation. He
woke about two hours later in an

agitated state and began storming
through the hallways, grabbing
three fire extinguishers from
the walls and allegedly attacking
hospital staff and patients. An 89-
year-old man suffered a split lip
in the incident, the Abendzeitung
reported.

Police called to the scene said
they were forced to open fire when
the soldier ignored repeated com-
mands in German and English to
stop and attempted to attack them
with a fire extinguisher. The first
shot did not stop the soldier, so
police fired a second time. The
soldier was treated immediately
for his injuries, which were never
considered life-threatening, ac-
cording to Munich police.

The soldier was transferred
this week to Landstuhl for further
treatment, said Maj. Neil Penttila,
a spokesman for the 2CR.

Penttila said the U.S. Army is
conducting an internal investiga-
tion parallel to an investigation
by Munich police. The shooting
is under investigation by Ger-
man authorities, but is believed to
be a legal use of a weapon in an
emergency situation, the German
police release said.

news@stripes.com

vandiver.john@stripes.com

through a Mumoh hospital.

Courtesy of Bavarian Police

A police niﬁcev holds the fire extinguisher that an American soldier
German

rman police with during a rampage
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‘Redux’ retirement bad deal even with bonus

By Tom PHILPOTT

Would an E-6 careerist near-
ing retirement accept a $30,000
car loan if forced to pay back a
total of $390,000 in principal and
interest?

Would an E-7 accept a $30,000
loan to make a down payment on
a home or to wipe out credit card
debt if the lifetime cost of that
decision were $386,000 in lost re-
tired pay?

The answer to both questions,
regrettably, is: You bet.

Hundreds of career service-
members every month make a
comparable choice while in their
15th year of service. That’s when,
in return for an immediate cash
bonus of $30,000, they make an
irrevocable decision to opt out of
“High-3” retirement and accept
the less generous “Redux” plan.

The loan shark here is the fed-
eral government, the same Con-
gress and Department of Defense
that like to get tough with payday
lenders outside of military bases
‘who prey on young or naive en-
listed members. Meanwhile, they
offer their own rotten deal, which
every year gets a little worse, say
economists at the defense think
tank CNA.

Under contract to the Marine
Corps, CNA in late September
sounded anew its periodic alarm
over the Redux retirement option
and its onerous $30,000 Career
Status Bonus, in a report titled
“Retirement Choice 2014.”

Applying current military
pay tables and fresh assump-
tions about the lifetime value of
military retirement options, CNA
spells out in blunt terms the pen-
alties careerists impose on them-
selves when they take the $30,000
bonus while five years from ini-
tial retirement eligibility.

For those who elect Redux, re-
tire at 20 years and live until age
79, which is average life expec-
tancy for their generation, E-6s
among them will reduce lifetime
retired pay by $335,529. E-7s will
lose $391,600. CWO-3s will lose
$451,303. An O-4, who presum-
ably retires at age 44 rather than
38 for enlisted, would see lifetime
pay cut by $382,522, CNA says.

“The best way to think about
this is to consider Redux’s
$30,000 Career Status Bonus as
an early cash-out” of part of a
member’s retirement. “We can
calculate how much this cash-
out costs ... by thinking of it as a
‘loan’ to be paid back later in the

MiLITARY
UPpATE

form of lower retirement checks,”
CNA says.

‘While car loans and mortgages
have fixed loan periods, often five
years for cars and 30 for mort-
gages, the Redux bonus “has a
rather peculiar payback scheme.”
The member “pays nothing until
retirement, pays quite a bit from
the beginning of retirement until
age 62, and then continues to pay
back smaller amounts over the
rest of his or her lifetime.”

To fully grasp the impact, ca-
reerists eyeing the bonus must
consider how retired pay is calcu-
lated under High-3 versus Redux.
Both plans provide an immediate
annuity after 20 or more years
of service computed on a base
amount of their highest three
years of basic pay. But rather
than S0 percent base pay after
20 under High-3, retirees under
Redux receive 40 percent.

That disparity narrows gradu-
ally for every year served beyond
20 so that after 30 years of service
both the Redux and the High-3
retiree will draw 75 percent of
their base amount.

What never disappears is the
disparity in plan with inflation
protection. High-3 retirees get
annual cost-of-living adjustments
to match inflation. Redux COLAs
are set a percentage point below
inflation. There is a one-time
catch under Redux to restore lost
purchasing power temporarily at
age 62 but then the COLA-minus-
one formula resumes.

Redux retirees feel the impact
for a lifetime and so do their sur-
viving spouses if they are covered
under the military’s Survivor
Benefit Plan. Unless Redux retir-
ees elect to pay a higher SBP pre-
mium, survivor payments too are
affected by COLA-minus-one.

Congress first approved Redux
for new entrants in 1986 in hopes
of saving billions of dollars in
retirement costs. It repealed it
in 2000 on worries that it was
compromising career retention
rates. But to hold down some pen-
sion costs, Congress voted for a
scheme that entices some mem-
bers back into Redux voluntarily
with the $30,000 bonus at the 15-

Navy: Shipyard workers
got unearned credit

NORFOLK, Va. — Hundreds
of nuclear workers at a Navy
shipyard have been placed on re-
strictive duty after investigators
discovered they were given credit
for attending continuing training
they didn’t actually attend, an of-
ficial said Tuesday.

Norfolk Naval Shipyard spokes-
man Jeff Cunningham said about
300 workers, or about 6 percent
of the shipyard’s nuclear work-
force, have had their duties re-
stricted until it can be verified
they’ve completed the training.
The shipyard in Portsmouth has

also temporarily reassigned eight
employees responsible for admin-
istering the continuing training
program until the investigation is
complete.

Cunningham said it’s unclear
whether workers were simply
given credit in error, but they’re
all required to go through the
training to perform their jobs.

“These continuing training
program discrepancies in no way
represent a failure on the part of
workers to demonstrate qualifica-
tion and competence in perform-

year mark.

Anita Hattiangadi, director
of the Marine Corps Manpower
Team at CNA and co-author of
the retirement choice report, said
in a phone interview that com-
paring the Redux bonus to a loan
retirees must “pay back forever”
helps careerists conceptualize
the full effect of their decision.

“Another thing we do is to talk
about the very high break-even
interest rate you would have to
earn” for the bonus to make any
sense, she said.

Two main reasons given for
taking Redux and the bonus is
members want or need the money
now, or they think they can do
better than under High-3 retire-
ment if they invest that $30,000
wisely and watch it grow.

“Neither of these reasons
should justify the Redux/bonus

choice,” the report concludes.
“Service members who want or
need the money now should look
into other ways to obtain the re-
quired funds.”

Even members who draw their
Redux bonus tax free while serv-
ing in a combat area, or who shel-
ter the money in their federal
Thrift Savings Plan accounts,
would almost certainly be better
off financially in the long run by
sticking with High-3 retirement,
the reports argue in considerable
detail.

Congress hasn’t raised the
bonus since it first was offered in
2001. Aline Quester, another co-
author and principal research sci-
entist at CNA, said military folks
should be grateful because fewer
careerists every year are being
enticed to accept Redux. The Ma-
rine Corps “take rate” has fallen

from 56 percent in 2001 to 12 per-
cent today. That’s still too high,
the report argues.

“My big worry,” said Quester
in an interview, “is that Congress
will decide that instead of $30,000
we should give them $50,000 or
$60,000, which would still be a
terrible deal but more people
would take it. So 'm very content
to have it get to be a worse and
worse and worse deal because, I
think, the take rates are going to
keep falling.”

CNA has briefing slides and an
online calculator for careerists
to use to compare lifetime val-
ues of Redux and High-3 for
them. These along with the full
report are available at: www.cna.
org/news/releases/2014-09-29.
Send comments to Military Update, P.O.
Box 231111, Centreville, VA, 20120, email

milupdate@aol.com or twitter: Tom
Philpott @Military_Update.
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Japan housing posing ‘serious health hazards’

BY ERIK SLAVIN
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan
— Mold and inadequate radon gas detec-
tion are posing “serious health hazards” to
servicemembers living on military bases,
the Defense Department Inspector General
said in a report detailing 1,057 code viola-
tions in Japan base housing.

The report found elevated levels of radon
— a naturally occurring gas associated
with lung cancer — in multiple buildings
throughout Japan, including one at Yoko-
suka Naval Base that registered nearly six
times higher than recommended govern-
ment limits.

The findings in Japan underscored what
the IG stated was a problem affecting the
military worldwide: The Defense Depart-
ment has no uniform standards for detecting
and fighting two serious health hazards.

“Based on our inspection, the significant
presence of mold and DOD’s current ad hoc
approach to radon mitigation places unnec-
essary risk on the warfighter and their de-
pendents,” according to the report, released
‘Wednesday.

The IG called for Pentagon-level instruc-
tions to detect and remedy both excessive
mold and radon, but was rebuffed by John
Conger, acting deputy undersecretary of
defense for installations and environment.

Conger stated that the services’ differ-
ing standards “reflects the continuing
evolution in the knowledge of health risk
assessment.”

“Because there is no U.S. federal stan-
dard for radon or mold in the U.S., there is
no standard that would be applicable to U.S.
facilities outside the U.S.,” Conger wrote in
a July 24 memo.

The IG disagreed, citing several fed-

eral laws and standards calling for radon
mitigation in federal buildings within U.S.
borders.

Stating a firm belief that “serious health
hazards such as these need tobe addressed,”
the IG called for further comment from the
Pentagon by Oct. 31.

The IG inspected housing and common
areas at about 2 percent of all housing on
select bases in mainland Japan and Oki-
nawa between September 2013 and March,
according to the report.

About half of all violations found were
fire safety issues such as missing smoke de-
tectors, broken alarms and inadequate sup-
pression systems.

“Installation personnel did not ensure
that fire protection systems were properly
installed, periodically inspected and main-
tained,” the report concluded. “As a result,
risk of personnel injury or death is not ef-
fectively mitigated.”

Electrical deficiencies, including missing
surge protection and exposed wiring, made
up the next-largest batch of code violations.

Environmental violations, which includ-
ed the elevated radon readings, accounted
for 87 citations.

Air Force and Marine officials in Okina-
wa deferred all comments about their bases
to U.S. Forces Japan, which said it was pur-
suing responses to queries.

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni had
the highest ratio of citations, with 160 code
violations found among 39 units.

Okinawa Marine bases were cited for
479 code violations after inspections on 416
units.

At Yokosuka, investigators found two
buildings with elevated radon levels, includ-
ing the one that registered a level nearly six
times higher than the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency recommended standard for

mitigation. A required radon survey was not
taken at the Negishi housing area, which is
run by Yokosuka, the report added.

Investigators also found radon levels
exceeding EPA standards at one building
each at Marine Corps Air Station Futenma,
Camp Courtney and Kadena Air Base.

One building at Naval Air Facility Atsugi
was found to have elevated radon levels at
more than four times the EPA standard,
but a st test found
readings.

The IG recommended that each building
in question be retested.

Several bases haven't been conducting
radon surveys or maintaining databases,
according to the report. For example,
Atsugi had not performed a comprehensive
radon survey for new and renovated hous-
ing in the past 23 years.

The EPA estimates about 21,000 lung
cancer deaths each year in the U.S. are
radon-related. Exposure to radon is the
second-leading cause of lung cancer after
smoking, according to the EPA.

On Thursday, Commander Navy Region
Japan officials acknowledged that radon
testing had not been performed for several
years at Atsugi.

When the Navy received the IG’s prelimi-
nary report last year, workers began retest-
ing the buildings for radon levels and fixing
the 134 code violations found at Yokosuka
and Atsugi. Of those, 107 have been fixed,
Navy spokesman Cmdr. Ron Flanders said.

Another 10 of those violations were found
in homes slated for demolition at Atsu-
gi, while the rest have been planned for
remediation.

“We are quite confident that our fami-
lies are in safe and quality housing,” Flan-
ders said. “We have taken a lot of steps and
worked hard over the last several months to

fix the majority of those things.”

It was unclear Thursday which building
tested particularly highly for radon at Yo-
kosuka, whether it was occupied and the
status of current testing.

However, officials said they have been
installing radon detection devices, includ-
ing 300 at Atsugi, and working with Army
personnel on retesting.

Although radon was cited in the report as
particularly serious, it was excessive mold
growth that made up the majority of envi-
ronmental violations.

“When mold issues were identified,
rarely was the source of water intrusion
addressed,” the report stated. “In addition,
there is no DoD wide policy or guideline on
mold mitigation and control.”

Mold issues also have been identified in
recent years by residents at bases in the
United States.

A class-action lawsuit against a private
contractor operating base housing in the
Norfolk, Va., area is now in its third year of
litigation.

The plaintiffs allege that Lincoln Mili-
tary Housing’s inattention to mold buildup
led to allergies, respiratory problems and
even brain injuries. The contractor denies
the charges.

The IG investigation also tested radiation
levels, which measured at expected back-
ground levels and posed no demonstrable
threat, according to the report.

Radiation became a concern for many in
Japan following the March 11, 2011, earth-
quake and tsunami that led to meltdowns
at the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power
plant.

Stars and Stripes reporters Matthew M. Burke and
Seth Robson contributed to this report.
slavin.erik@stripes.com
Twitter:@eslavin_stripes

General: Former two-star denies assault, regrets drinking too much

FROM FRONT PAGE

Army Secretary John McHugh
ordered that Baker be retired
with the demotion as a brigadier
general because it was found that
he did not serve satisfactorily as a
two-star general, the spokesman
said. Baker also was fined an un-
disclosed amount.

Baker denied in an interview
that he assaulted anyone but ex-
pressed regret for drinking too
much the night in question. Sev-
eral who saw the general that
night later told investigators that
he was drunk.

“I own the fact that I got intoxi-
cated that night at a social event,
and I regret it,” Baker said. “It

was irresponsible of me. I can un-
derstand that in the position of re-
sponsibility I had, something had
to be done about it.”

Baker, who served 31 years,
retired as another senior Army

officer, Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Sin-
clair, faced court-martial for al-
leged forcible sodomy, adultery
and other charges in a case that
embarrassed the service. He
was later acquitted of the as-
sault charges but pleaded guilty
in March to having a three-year
affair with a subordinate officer
and was forced to retire as a lieu-
tenant colonel.

U.S. Africa Command dis-
closed last year that Baker was
fired March 28, 2013, by Army
Gen. Carter Ham, then the top
U.S. commander for Africa, be-
cause of a “loss of confidence in
his ability to lead.”

Two Army officials told The
Washington Post at the time that
Baker was removed after alleg-
edly groping a woman, but they
did not reveal the severity of the
allegations or that the Army was
investigating the general for sex-
ual assault.

The alleged victim, a female
senior civilian policy adviser,
said that on July 22, 2012, she was
part of a contingent of Americans
who traveled to a private party
in central Djibouti, according to
military documents.

The woman said that Baker
drank wine heavily, and pushed
his hand between her legs after-
ward while they were sitting in
the back seat of an SUV on the
way back to Camp Lemonnier, the
task force’s massive headquar-
ters. She resisted his advances
but was too embarrassed to men-
tion what was happening to a U.S.
soldier and a Naval Criminal
Investigative Service agent who
were sitting in the front seats, she
said.

“I grabbed his hand and held it
on the seat to try to prevent him
from putting his hand deeper
between my legs,” she told an
investigating agent in a sworn

statement.

“He responded by smiling
at me and saying, ‘Cat got your
tongue?”” I was appalled about
what he was doing to me and did
not know what to say.”

Soldiers serving under Baker
told investigators that he had a
history of drinking heavily at off-
base events and that they would
“keep an eye out for him” when
it happened, according to the
documents.

An Army sergeant added that
on one occasion at Camp Lemon-
nier, a Navy officer, a lieutenant,
asked soldiers to go into town and
buy alcohol for the general. When
they refused, the Navy officer
went into town to get alcohol for
Baker himself, the soldier told
investigators.

Baker denied he drank to ex-
cess. No senior members of his
command  corroborated that
he did so when interviewed, he

af.;;gkor Wat
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added.

Army documents show that
the alleged victim discussed the
night in question with an Air
Force colonel who served as a
chaplain in Djibouti, and later
gave him permission to discuss it
with authorities.

The chaplain told investigators
in a Feb. 21, 2013, interview that
she had come to him “very emo-
tional and upset” after the alleged
incident and conveyed essentially
the same story to him that she
later reported to authorities.

The two men in the front seat
of the SUV during the alleged as-
sault told investigators they did
not remember any kind of attack
occurring.

But the soldier, an enlisted spe-
cialist, said that he remembered
Baker asking, “What, does that
cat have your tongue?” The sol-
dier said he did not know any con-
text for the remark.
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6 from Army National Guard arrested for bribery

By Travis J. TRITTEN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The FBI
said Tuesday it arrested six cur-
rent and former Army National
Guard officials for taking bribes
in exchange for steering multi-
million-dollar contracts to busi-
nesses, the latest fallout after
Capitol Hill investigations ear-
lier this year pointed to fraud and
waste in recruitment and NAS-
CAR sponsorship programs.

Four retirees — including two
colonels, a lieutenant colonel and
a sergeant major — one active-
duty sergeant and one civilian
took or paid out bribes to steer
$14.6 million to businesses hired
to bring in new Guard mem-
bers. Two of the defendants have
pleaded guilty to the charges, the
FBI said.

Congressional  investigations
led by Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-
Mo., found in February that the
Guard’s Recruiting Assistance
Program, an Iraq War-era pro-
gram that paid current and for-
mer members to recruit friends,
defrauded the government out of
$50 million to $100 million. Fur-
ther probes found the service
spent $88 million to sponsor NAS-
CAR racing as part of its recruit-
ment efforts but could not say
whether the investment resulted
in any new members.

“Unfortunately, today’s charges

expose National Guard officials
who were ‘always ready’ to pocket
bribes and ‘always there’ to take
kickbacks,” Dana Boente, U.S. at-
torney for the Eastern District of
Virginia, said in a release.

In one case, an active-duty
colonel in charge of the National
Guard Bureau’s Guard Strength
Directorate arranged a bribery
scheme with a retired colonel
who owned a company called Fi-
nancial Solutions.

Former director Robert Porter,
50, of Columbia, Md., who is now
retired, was paid a percentage of
all contracts steered to the com-
pany by its founder retired Col.
Charles Sines, 56, of Stafford, Va.

Charges were also filed against
an enlisted soldier and civilians.

Jason Rappoccio, 39, an active-
duty sergeant first class from
Hampton, S.C., was allegedly
paid $30,000 by the company Mil-
Team Consulting and Solutions to
steer a $3.7 million contract to a
chosen company, according to the
FBIL

The owners of the company
pleaded guilty and admitted to
paying the bribe. The FBI said
they paid $6,000 in cash to Rap-
poccio and then paid the remain-
der to Rappoccio’s wife with a
cashier’s check routed through a
relative’s company.

McCaskill said bribery by top
Guard leadership should result in
jail time.

Retired Marine picked
to run Gitmo war court

From wire reports

WASHINGTON — The Penta-
gon disclosed Tuesday that it had
installed a recently retired Ma-
rine lawyer to run the war court at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Retired Maj. Gen. Vaughn A.
Ary began work Monday as “con-
vening authority for military com-
missions,” said Lt. Col. Myles B.
Caggins III, a Pentagon spokes-
man for Guantanamo issues.

Ary also has the title of director
of the Office of Military Commis-

sions. It is a three-year civilian
post covered by the Senior Ex-
ecutive Service, Caggins said. Ary
reports to the deputy secretary of
defense.

Ary’s job includes deciding
which charges to approve, poten-
tially blessing plea agreements,
assigning U.S. military officers
to jury pools and deciding which
trial experts and services to fund.

Ary retired in July as the Ma-
rine Corps Commandant’s senior
attorney after a 27-year military
career.

Coast Guard calls off
search for missing Marine

Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa
— The Coast Guard’s Guam sec-
tor has called off the search for
a Camp Foster Marine reported
missing Sept. 26 after wading into
heavy surf on the northwestern
shore of Tinian.

Cpl. Donovan Clancy, 26, from
Ridgway, Pa., was temporarily
assigned to the small island in the
Northern Marianas with Marine
Wing Communication Squadron
18 when he was swept over the
reef at LamLam Beach, Marine
and Coast Guard officials said.

Exhaustive land, sea and aerial

searches covered 1,714 square
nautical miles before they were
called off Wednesday morning
by Coast Guard District 14 Com-
mander, Rear Adm. Cari Thom-
as, according to a Coast Guard
statement.

Units from Marine Air Group
12, Kadena Air Base, Navy He-
licopter Sea Combat Squadron
Two-Five, U.S. Coast Guard Sec-
tor Guam, as well as Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands Department of Public
Safety, Division of Fish and Wild-
life Enforcement and Homeland
Security and Emergency Man-
agement took part in the search.

“This kind of betrayal of the
public trust is outrageous, and
dishonors the uniform of the
brave members of the National
Guard,” she said in a release.

The senator led hearings on
abuse of the Recruiting Assis-
tance Program, what she called
“one of the biggest fraud investi-
gations in U.S. Army history” in
February.

Army investigators opened
hundreds of cases of possible
fraud, including instances where
suspects were paid hundreds of
thousands of dollars after claim-
ing to have recruited friends and
relatives.

In May, a Senate hearing found
that the Guard’s $32 million an-
nual sponsorship of NASCAR
aimed at recruiting had failed to

net a single new member in 2012.
Last year, it generated less than
8,000 leads on potential recruits;
the Guard needs about 1 million
to reach its recruitment goals.

The Guard dropped its NAS-
CAR sponsorship in August after
an internal review.
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Twitter: @Travis_Tritten
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Long deployments
push some sailors
to leave the Navy

By STEVEN BEARDSLEY
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — Lengthy
deployments and a risk-averse
service culture are among the
frustrations sailors face in the
Navy, according to an indepen-
dent survey led by a Navy pilot.

More than 5,500 officers and
enlisted sailors responded to an
unofficial online poll in May as
part of the 2014 Navy Retention
Study, a project led by F/A-18
pilot Cmdr. Guy M. Snodgrass to
understand why sailors, and offi-
cers in particular, leave the Navy
early. The service is not involved
with the project, although its
personnel chief, Vice Adm. Bill
Moran, has expressed interest
in it and spoken with the project
leaders.

A solid majority of respon-
dents in the voluntary survey
(62 percent) described the bal-
ance between work and home as
“not ideal,” according to results
released  last
month. Many
described
their last de-
ployments as
long (between
seven and nine

More than 5,500
officers and enlisted
sailors responded to
an unofficial online

mitment to take the survey only
once. More than half of partici-
pants were officers, who repre-
sent less than 20 percent of all
sailors.

The survey is posted online at
www.dodretention.org, a website
established by the survey au-
thors. It encouraged participants
to urge others to take the survey.

The survey group said it relied
on help from active-duty sail-
ors with experience conducting
official Navy polls, as well as a
statistician at the U.S. Naval War
College to craft questions and
remove bias. The group distrib-
uted the survey through military
social media channels, keeping
it open during all of May. More
than 6,100 people responded, and
more than 5,500 of the polls were
considered complete enough to
include in the results, according
to a report accompanying the
survey findings.

Cmdr. Chris Servello, a spokes-
man for Moran’s office, said that
while survey
results rough-
ly mirror the

command’s
own polling,
the authors

draw different

months), and . conclusions on
just under half - poll in May as part  some " points.
expecte up- Recent benefit
coming deploy-  OF the _2014 Navy increases  go
e o gtgg Retention Study, against the re-
N port’s sugges-
or&gn_get}_ a project led by tion that Navy
ajorities H ay and bene-
also said that F/A-18 pilot Cmdr. By 2nd bene:
senior lead Guy M. Snodgrass  ing he said. In
ers didn’t care
what  ihey to understand why  \E PR e
thought  and - gajlors, and officers  increased sea
didn’t hold 7 ? duty pay rates
;}é?:?ussgﬁlse in particular, leave and added a
. high-tempo
They strongly the Naw early' allgowancs for
believed the sailors at sea
Navy was risk- over 220 days.
averse  and

unable to stomach mistakes, and
they held that performance rank-
ings are based on factors other
than merit.

“There are no quick fixes,” the
survey’s authors concluded. “Res-
olute and thoughtful changes are
necessary to improve the factors
that impact sailors the most.”

On the positive side, survey re-
spondents reported they believed
in their work and trusted subor-
dinates and peers. Pluralities of
enlisted and officer respondents
said they wanted to retire from
the service, with majorities citing
benefits and pay as main factors
for staying in.

Participants in the survey were
self-selected, meaning there was
no scientific sampling of sailors.
It relied on participants to be hon-
est about their active duty status,
rank, length of service and com-

The Navy also kept tuition assis-
tance at a 100 percent funding
level and expanded eligibility for
advancements at sea.

“Those were all meant to get
after, one, incentivizing sea duty,
which is where we need our
folks,” Servello said, “and, two,
it was meant to compensate folks
for the longer deployments that
we're seeing.”

Navy leaders have said lengthy
deployments are a concern as
growing mission requirements
combine with maintenance and
funding issues to push ships to sea
more frequently and for longer
periods of time. Where deploy-
ments once averaged around six
months, more are lasting seven to
eight months, with carriers stay-
ing out even longer.

Fleet Forces Command, which
determines deployment tempo,
has unveiled a plan to stabilize

tour lengths in the coming years.
The Navy has said less publicly
about concerns touching on ser-
vice culture, the capabilities of
its commanders and perceptions
held by junior officers, all areas
of interest in the recent survey.
Earlier this year Snodgrass,
now an executive officer for a
fighter squadron in Japan, and
others sent Moran a paper that
argued that the Navy faced a
manpower crisis in the near fu-
ture unless it made substantial
changes. Titled “Keep a Weather
Eye on the Horizon,” it described
a Navy culture growing rigid and
top-heavy as an improving econ-

MoMiuT

ChrisTopHER Linpan/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Petty Officer 2nd Class Ma Paula Fuerte signals an MV-22 Osprey to launch from the flight deck of the
amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island on Sept. 9 while the ship was underway in the Indian Ocean.

omy opened doors outside the
service.

The paper recommended
changing advancement opportu-
nities, reducing administrative
burdens and reinstating the criti-
cal-skills bonus for surface war-
fare and aviation commanding
officers, a change the authors say
would push officers at a critical
juncture in their careers to re-
main for additional tours.

Authors of the current survey
offer similar recommendations,
as well as a request that the Navy
“stop proactively highlighting”
the firings of its commanding
officers and command master
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chiefs. While Moran has agreed
that retention could become an
issue as the economy improves,
he has said current numbers re-
main positive.

The survey report says that
while the Navy is taking some
steps to address issues, many is-
sues require long-term attention.

“Retaining quality individuals
is critical to the continued suc-
cess of the U.S. Navy, as we can-
not directly hire into positions of
responsibility — we must promote
from within,” it reads.

beardsley.steven@stripes.com
Twitter: @sjbeardsley
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WAR ON TERRORISM

Civilian casualty
standard eased
in Iraq and Syria

By KeN DILANIAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama announced in May
2013 that no lethal strike against
a terrorist would be authorized
without “near-certainty that no
civilians will be killed or injured.”

But amid unconfirmed reports
of civilian casualties, the White
House said this week that U.S.
bombing in Iraq and Syria is not
being held to the near-certainty
standard. And the Pentagon,
hamstrung by limitations in intel-
ligence gathering, has been un-
able to determine in many cases
whether the casualty reports are
true.

“We do take extreme caution
and care in the conduct of these
missions,” Rear Adm. John Kirby,
the Pentagon’s press secretary,
said. “But there’s risk in any
military operation. There’s a spe-
cial kind of risk when you do air
operations.”

When Obama outlined his strat-
egy to fight the Islamic State group
earlier this month, he cited as par-
allels the limited U.S. counterter-
rorism campaigns in Yemen and
Somalia, where American drone
missile strikes have targeted al-
Qaida-linked militants. Aides said
he was also thinking of Pakistan
but didn’t mention those strikes
because drone killings there are
entirely the work of an officially
unacknowledged CIA operation.

But when it comes to civilian
casualties, it has become clear
that the targeted Killing model
that Obama has expanded and
honed throughout his presidency
does not apply to the more inten-
sive military operation against the
Islamic State and the Khorasan
Group in Iraq and Syria.

According to the White House,
the reason the near-certainty
standard is not applicable turns
on a fine point of international
law — the theory that the U.S. is
not involved in “active hostili-
ties” in Yemen and Somalia, but
is in Syria and Iraq. Such distinc-
tions are controversial, given the
frequency with which American
bombs and bullets have flown in
both countries.

A more practical reason is that
the self-imposed rules on drone
strikes against al-Qaida are simply
too restrictive for a conventional
military air campaign against the
Islamic State group, which the
U.S. says is both a terrorist group
and an occupying army, and has
ordered the Pentagon to destroy.

“It is much different in scope
and complexity” than Yemen and
Somalia, said Rep. Adam Schiff,
a Democrast and an intelligence
committee member. “I think it
will be very hard to apply the very
restrictive rules they put in place
for other theaters.”

‘We do take
extreme caution and
care in the conduct
of these missions.
But there’s risk

in any military
operation. There’s

a special kind of
risk when you do air
operations. 7

Rear Adm. John Kirby
Pentagon press secretary

The drone attacks in Yemen,
Somalia and Pakistan are carried
out either by the CIA or, at times
in Yemen and Somalia, the mil-
itary’s Joint Special Operations
Command. They employ Hellfire
missiles, relatively small muni-
tions designed to destroy people
and vehicles.

In Iraq and Syria, the Air Force
and Navy are using cruise mis-
siles and conventional guided
bombs to destroy buildings and
other infrastructure that Hellfires
can’t bring down. Allies, including
Britain, France and Arab coun-
tries, are also using conventional
bombs.

While most of the air strikes
have been directed at the Islamic
State group, the U.S. also used
cruise missiles to attack the Syria
headquarters of the Khorasan
Group, an al-Qaida cell said to be
plotting attacks on the West. Syr-
ian opposition figures have said
that one of those missiles went
astray Sept. 23 and killed women
and children in the village of Kafr
Daryan near Aleppo.

All told, human rights groups
have said that as many as two
dozen civilians have been killed
in U.S. and allied bombings in
Iraq and Syria. The U.S. military
says it hasn’t confirmed any civil-
ian death but hasn’t ruled it out in
every case, either.

White House spokeswoman
Caitlin Hayden said the near-
certainty standard was intended
to apply “only when we take di-
rect action outside areas of active
hostilities.”

Military officials say they are
taking great care to avoid civil-
ian casualties in Iraq and Syria,
consistent with international law.
But international law does not re-
quire a near certainty that civil-
ians won’t be harmed in military
strikes. U.S. officials say harm to
noncombatants is inevitable in a
large bombing campaign — espe-
cially when the enemy is embed-
ded in civilian areas.

stand guard
on the front
line with the
Islamic State
group as
they patrol

in Rabia,
northwestern
Iraq, on
Wednesday.

Hapi Mizean/AP

Turkey approves military operations

The Associated Press

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkey’s
parliament gave the government
new powers Thursday to launch
military incursions into Syria and
Iraq and to allow foreign forces to
use its territory for possible op-
erations against the Islamic State
group.

Parliament voted 298-98 in
favor of the motion which sets the
legal framework for any Turkish
military involvement in Iraq or
Syria, and for the potential use of
Turkish bases by foreign troops _
possibly including U.S. forces op-
erating from air bases in the east
of the country. Asked what mea-
sures Turkey would take after the
motion is approved, Defense Min-
ister Ismet Yilmaz said: “Don’t ex-
pect any immediate steps.”

The vote occurred as Islamic
State militants pressed their of-
fensive against a beleaguered
Kurdish town along the Syria-Tur-
key border. The assault, which has
forced about 160,000 people to flee
across the frontier in recent days,

left Kurdish militiamen scram-
bling Thursday to repel Islamic
State extremists pushing into the
outskirts of Kobani, also known as
Ayn Arab.

Turkey, a NATO member with
a large and modern military, has
yet to define what role it intends
to play in the U.S.-led coalition
against the Islamic State group.

Parliament had previously ap-
proved operations into Iraq and
Syria to attack Kurdish separat-
ists or to thwart threats from the
Syrian regime. Thursday’s motion
would expand those powers to ad-
dress threats from the Islamic
State militants who control a large
cross-border swath of Iraq and
Syria, in some parts right up to the
Turkish border.

“The motion prepares the legal
ground for possible interventions,
but it is too early to say what those
interventions will be,” said Dogu
Ergil, a professor of political sci-
ence and columnist for Today’s
Zaman newspaper.

Ergil said the motion could

allow Iraqi Kurdish fighters, for
example to use Turkey’s territory
to safely cross into Syria, to help
Syrian Kurdish forces there, or
the deployment of coalition forces’
drones.

Elsewhere, President Barack
Obama’s envoy responsible for
building the international coalition
against Islamic State militants ar-
rived in Baghdad on Thursday for
consultations with Iragi authori-
ties. It was the first visit to Iraq by
retired Marine Gen. John Allen
since he accepted the job last
month.

Allen was accompanied by his
deputy, Brett McGurk, according
to a State Department statement.

Also Thursday, The New York
Times reported that more than
5,500 people have been Kkilled in
Iraq since the Islamic State of-
fensive in northern Iraq last June.
The newspaper quoted the United
Nations as saying those deaths
represented nearly half of the
9,343 civilians killed in Iraq from
January through September.
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Hot Doug’s owner Doug Sohn takes the order of David Kudla, center, and Christopher Sanders, who
were first in line at 12:45 a.m. Customers of the gourmet hot dog stand in Chicago waited in longs lines

that into a local

In line for a
taste of hot
dog history

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Chicago’s hip-
pest hot dog stand helped elevate
the lowly sausage into a culinary
superstar by stuffing it with exot-
ic ingredients including escargot,
foie gras and rattlesnake. When
the owner announced the gour-
met shop was closing, everyone
expected encased-meat aficiona-
dos to line up for one last taste.

3 But this?

Lines
forming
deep in the
night. Lawn
pe chairs, card

| tables, poker
chips, sleep-
ing bags and
booze to help
pass the wait
of up to eight
hours. A spot
in line popping up on Craigslist
for $300. Apologetic announce-
ments telling patrons they won’t
reach the front of the line and
secure their coveted dog before
closing time.

As Hot Doug’s prepares to
close Friday, in a city that takes

to buy a hot dog before the business closed its doors.

Michelle Ocoba sleeps under a blanket as she waits in line for Hot
Doug’s to open Wednesday.

its hot dogs seriously, the line
outside Doug Sohn’s “sausage
superstore” has become as big a
sensation as the stand itself. And
nobody entertains the idea for
even a second that this is the least
bit crazy.

So, who are these people?

Well, first we have Christopher
Sanders and his buddy David
Kudla. They became Wednesday’s
first customers at 12:45 a.m., un-
folding lawn chairs to wait for the
doors to open at 10:30 a.m.

Sanders, 29, had never been to
Doug’s before — put off, by all
things, by the sight of constant
but shorter lines.

“I've driven past it, seen the
lines and said, ‘I'm not waiting
that long, it’s crazy,” ” he said. “I
will never get a chance to do it
ever again.”

There is also Sergio Deleon,
who arrived at 3 a.m., who knows
that if he’s not in his college class-
room by 11 it will cost him a full
grade in class.

“Gonna be worth it,” said De-
leon, 24, though he had a plan for
salvaging an A — buy a dog for
the professor too.

“See if it works,” he said.

Retired physician Jack Laude,
from his lawn chair about 70 peo-
ple down, can tell you all the rea-
sons why hot dogs aren’t healthy.

Not that Laude, 62, would
be deterred from the boar and
bacon cheese dog he’s intent on
ordering.

“You want to know the secret
of longevity?” he asks. “Pick your
parents well.”

Gov't website for doc
payments needs work

WASHINGTON — Although
it’s called “Open Payments,” the
government’s new website doesn’t
make it easy to find out whether
your doctor is getting freebies,
travel or other financial benefits
from drug companies and medi-
cal device manufacturers.

This should be a clue: The web-
site lacks a “Find Your Doctor”
button.

The Obama administration

says consumers will start see-
ing some improvements later
this month, particularly when it
comes to navigation.

However, an Associated Press
analysis found significant prob-
lems, including large chunks of
missing information and disputed
data. And those are not likely to
be cleared up soon.

Disclosure of financial relation-
ships between clinicians and in-
dustry has long been a priority for
consumer advocates, who worry
about unseen incentives that may
influence prescribing decisions,

the use of high-tech tests and
even surgical procedures.

The Open Payments program
was required by President Barack
Obama’s health care law, but for
now it’s not easy to pry loose the
data.

Open Payments is adminis-
tered by the federal Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services,
which runs those giant benefit
programs as well as HealthCare.
gov, the online portal to the
government’s newest insurance
plan.

From The Associated Press

Secret Service
head resigns over

incident

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — One lesson
from Julia Pierson’s short tenure
as director of the agency that pro-
tects the first family: The Secret
Service can’t keep secrets from
the president.

The undoing of Pierson, who re-
signed Wednesday, was not telling
the president about a Sept. 16 inci-
dent in Atlanta in which President
Barack Obama rode an elevator
with an armed security contrac-
tor during a visit to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
two White House officials said.
The armed contractor’s proximity
to Obama violated the agency’s se-
curity protocols.

Homeland Security Secretary
Jeh Johnson as well as Obama ap-
peared unaware of the full extent
of the Atlanta incident and the
Sept. 19 security breach in which
aman armed with a knife jumped
the White House fence and entered
the building. Johnson, whose de-
partment oversees the Secret Ser-
vice, was the driving force behind
Pierson’s resignation Wednesday,
the White House officials said.

Since taking office last year
Johnson had made it clear that
he wouldn't tolerate even a whiff
of scandal. He had repeatedly
expressed concern about the Se-
cret Service performance in the
wake of the White House intruder,
the officials said. Both officials
were not authorized to discuss
the issue by name and requested
anonymity.

The White House learned about

at CDC

the Atlanta incident just before
details were published by two
newspapers. In a meeting with
Johnson, Pierson offered her res-
ignation without being asked, but
Obama had already told aides he
thought she should go, the first of-
ficial said. No one put up any re-
sistance when she offered to step
down, the official said.

Pierson did not respond to a
telephone message seeking com-
ment. In an interview with Bloom-
berg News, she said she felt that
leaving the agency “was the noble
thing to do” and that her depar-
ture “would take pressure off the
organization.” She suggested she
felt forced out of the Secret Ser-
vice after more than 30 years, just
18 months as director.

“Congress has lost confidence
in my ability to run the agency,”
she said. “The media has made
it clear that this is what they
expected.”

Pierson wasn't the first Obama
administration official to deal with
a scandal, but how she handled it
contrasts starkly with others, in-
cluding her immediate predeces-
sor, Mark J. Sullivan.

Sullivan almost immediately
suspended, fired or transferred
implicated officers and agents in
the immediate aftermath of a 2012
prostitution scandal in Colombia.
He also quickly changed the rules
governing employee behavior dur-
ing work trips.

Pierson said Tuesday that per-
sonnel actions were pending.
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Ebola victim left Africa after direct contact

The Dallas Morning News

By Wednesday afternoon, his
name and photograph had gone
viral. Thomas Eric Duncan, in
his mid-40s, hails from Monro-
via, the coastal capital of the West
African country of Liberia.

Duncan contracted the first
Ebola case diagnosed in the U.S.
He was exposed to the often
deadly disease in his home coun-
try but showed no symptoms until
he reached Dallas.

Duncan remains in intensive-
care isolation at Texas Health
Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas,
near the culturally diverse pocket
of Vickery Meadow in northeast
Dallas. He arrived there Sept. 20
from Liberia, moving in with a

tenant in the Ivy Apartments.

For the past year, The New
York Times reports, Duncan
had worked as a driver at Safe-
way Cargo, the Liberian customs
clearance agent for Federal Ex-
press. But his employer told The
Times that Duncan quit “abrupt-
1ly” on Sept. 4, giving no reason.

“His sister came from the Unit-
ed States and he asked for a day
off so that he could go meet her
at the Mamba Point Hotel,” said
Henry Brunson, the company’s
manager. “He quit a few weeks
after that.”

As Duncan’s biographical de-
tails took on a life of their own,
they blazed a trail from Dallas
to San Angelo, where the man’s

Mark Duncan/AP

Jennifer Cramblett and her partner have sued a Chicago-area sperm
bank that provided them with sperm from the wrong donor.

White lesbian couple sues
after sperm bank mistake
led to use of black donor

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — An Ohio
‘woman and her partner have sued
a Chicago-area sperm bank after
she became pregnant with sperm
donated by a black man instead of
a white man as she’d intended.

Jennifer Cramblett was five
months pregnant and happy with
her life in April 2012. She and her
partner had married months ear-
lier in New York, and within days
of their nuptials she had become
pregnant with donor sperm at a
fertility clinic in Canton.

Cramblett, 36, and her partner,
Amanda Zinkon, 29, were so elated
that they called Midwest Sperm
Bank LLC outside Chicago to re-
serve sperm from the same donor
in the hope that Zinkon would
someday also have a child.

That’s when Cramblett received
some disturbing news, says a law-
suit filed Monday against Midwest
Sperm Bank in Cook County, Ill.
She learned from an employee at
the sperm bank that she had been
inseminated with sperm from No.
330, a black donor, and not No.
380, a white donor she and Zinkon,
‘who are white, had chosen.

“How could they make amistake
that was so personal?” Cramblett
said during a telephone interview
on Wednesday.

According to the lawsuit, her ex-
citement about the pending birth
was replaced with “anger, disap-
pointment and fear.”

Telephone calls to Midwest
Sperm Bank were not returned on
Wednesday. It’s unclear who the
sperm bank’s attorney is.

Cramblett said she and Zinkon
love their 2-year-old daughter,
Payton, very much and wouldn’t
change anything about her. But
they are concerned about raising
her in the predominantly white
community where they live.

The lawsuit said they had moved
from Akron to Uniontown for bet-
ter schools and to be closer to
Cramblett’s family. She said that
as alesbian she has felt the sting of
prejudice but doesn’t know what
it’s like to be mistreated because
of her skin color.

Therapists have recommended
that the family move to a more a
racially diverse community with
good schools, the lawsuit said.

The lawsuit says the sperm bank
has no electronic record-keeping
and no quality controls that would
have prevented it from sending the
wrong sperm to fertility clinics.
The lawsuit seeks a minimum of
$50,000 in damages. Cramblett’s
attorney, Tim Misny, said some of
the compensation would pay for
ongoing counseling.

19-year-old son, Kasiah Duncan,
attends college. Kasiah said he
hasn’t seen his father since he
was a boy. He had heard that his
father has Ebola but would say no
more.

“I have homework to do,” he
said.

Kasiah’s mother, Louise Troh,
also declined to comment. “Leave
me alone,” she said before hang-
ing up. “Only talk to the CDC,”
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

Duncan first sought treatment
at Presbyterian on Friday. The
virus was not identified, and hos-
pital officials said Wednesday
that there was a breakdown and
the fact that Duncan had just left

Liberia was not fully communi-
cated to the team treating him.

Duncan’s motives for coming
to the U.S. became the subject
of widespread speculation on
Wednesday. The New York Times
reported that Duncan had direct
contact with a woman stricken by
Ebola on Sept. 15, four days be-
fore beginning a trip that would
eventually land him in Dallas.
The Times attributed the infor-
mation to the woman’s parents
and to Duncan’s neighbors in
Monrovia.

The family of Ebola victim
Marthalene Williams, 19, said
they took her by taxi to a hospital
with Duncan’s help on Sept. 15.
They opted for the taxi after fail-

ing to get an ambulance, said her
parents, Emmanuel and Amie
Williams. She was convulsing
and, her parents said, she was
also seven months pregnant.

Turned away from a hospi-
tal for lack of space in its Ebola
treatment ward, the family said
they had no choice but to take her
home, where she died about four
hours later, at 3 a.m.

The woman’s parents described
Duncan as a family friend who
was also a tenant in a house
owned by the Williams family.

Neighbors said Duncan helped
carry Marthalene Williams, who
had lost the ability to walk, back
to the family home later that eve-
ning, hours before her death.
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Protesters warned not to
storm government offices

By ELAINE KURTENBACH
AND Louise WATT
The Associated Press

HONG KONG — Hong Kong
police warned of serious conse-
quences if pro-democracy pro-
testers try to occupy government
buildings, as they have threat-
ened to do if the territory’s leader
didn’t resign by Thursday.

Tensions mounted ahead of the
deadline set by students for the
city’s Beijing-backed Chief Ex-
ecutive Leung Chun-ying to step
down — part of broader demon-
strations pushing for electoral
reforms for the Asian financial
center.

Both the Chinese government
and the student protesters seemed
to be losing patience after the
weeklong street protests, the big-
gest challenge to Beijing’s author-
ity since China took control of the
former British colony in 1997.

In a reflection of growing con-
cern in Beijing, China’s ruling
party mouthpiece warned in a
commentary Thursday of “chaos”
in Hong Kong, and expressed
strong support for Leung in his
face-off with the protesters, an
amorphous movement led mostly
by university students.

Late Thursday afternoon,
hundreds of young protesters
crowded in front of the gate to the
territory’s government headquar-
ters, spilling around the sides of
the huge building and across the
street. Many donned face masks
and goggles, some had gas masks
and rain capes — all precautions
in case police might use tear gas
and pepper spray, as they did
last weekend to try to disperse
demonstrators.

‘We can't just sit here forever because we
can't achieve what we want. We hope to
have a direction with actions soon, not just

sit here aimlessly. 7

Maness Ko
21-year-old college student

“We can’t just sit here forever
because we can’t achieve what we
want. We hope to have a direction
with actions soon, not just sit here
aimlessly,” said Maness Ko, a 21-
year-old college student.

The protesters oppose Beijing’s
decision in August that candi-
dates in Hong Kong’s first direct
election in 2017 for the territory’s
top post be approved by a mostly
pro-Beijing committee. They ac-
cuse the central government of
reneging on its promise that the
chief executive would be chosen
through “universal suffrage.”

Hong Kong police spokesman
Steve Hui told reporters that
blocking or occupying govern-
ment buildings would not be tol-
erated and would lead to “serious
consequences.”

The students remained watch-
ful but calm, looking on as police
brought in tubs of gear, includ-
ing some labeled “rubber ba-
tons.” Each change of police shift
brought on a ruckus as students
resisted but eventually gave way
after being reassured they could
reoccupy the pavement outside
the government compound’s gate.

“We are not asking CY. to
come talk to us. We are demand-
ing he resign,” said May Tang, a
21-year-old student at Lingnan

University, referring to Leung.
“It’s too late for his government
to be accountable to the people so
we want a new one.”

The People’s Daily said in its
commentary Thursday that the
“central government fully trusts
Chief Executive Leung Chun-
ying and is very satisfied with
his work.” It added that it firmly
supports the Hong Kong police —
criticized for using tear gas and
pepper spray on the protesters
last weekend — “to handle illegal
activities in accordance with the
law.”

“Handling affairs without fol-
lowing laws, Hong Kong society
will be in chaos,” it said, adding
that the rule of law must be safe-
guarded to ensure “healthy devel-
opment of democracy and politics
in Hong Kong.”

The comments appeared to
signal Beijing’s growing concern
that the protests could spiral out
of Leung’s control. But the Com-
munist Party is known to send
mixed signals at times, and such
public support for Leung could
also mean that Beijing is hold-
ing him responsible for bringing
order quickly and decisively.

Some protesters said they dis-
agreed with the student leaders’
threat to occupy government

A student

while

Wone Mave-E/AP

fora

gets

resolution on Thursday in Hong Kong. The student leaders of the
protests are warning that if the territory’s top official doesn’t resign
by tomorrow, they will step up their actions — including occupying
several important government buildings.

buildings.

“Getting into a confrontation
with police doesn’t seem peaceful
tome,” said Wilson Yip, a 22-year-
old recent university graduate.
“If they try to force themselves
inside and confront police, I don’t
see what kind of point that would
make. It may make fewer people
support the protests.”

In Washington on Wednesday,
Secretary of State John Kerry

met with Chinese Foreign Min-
ister Wang Yi and said the U.S.
supports the “highest possible de-
gree of autonomy” in Hong Kong.
He said he hopes Hong Kong au-
thorities exercise restraint and
allow the protesters to express
their views peacefully.

Wang said that the protests are
“China’s internal affairs” and
that no country would allow “ille-
gal acts” against public order.

Japanese officials: Most
victims of eruption were
killed by volcanic rocks

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Doctors have de-
termined that almost all of the
dozens of people killed on a Japa-
nese volcano died of injuries from
being hit by volcanic rocks that
flew out during its eruption, po-
lice said Thursday.

Rescuers have retrieved 47
bodies from the ash-covered
summit area of Mount Ontake
since Saturday’s eruption.

Doctors concluded that all but
one of the bodies showed signs
of having been hit by volcanic
boulders and rocks, Nagano pre-
fectural police said. The other
victim died of burns from inhal-
ing hot air.

Most of the bodies were found
near the summit, where many
climbers were resting or having

lunch.

The eruption at Mount Ontake,
in central Japan, caught hikers by
surprise. Seismologists have said
that increased seismic activity
had been detected at Ontake, one
of 47 active volcanoes in Japan
that are under 24-hour monitor-
ing, but that nothing signaled
such a big eruption.

The search for more bodies
continued Thursday, but ended
early due to bad weather and con-
cerns about toxic gases. Authori-
ties are looking into the possibility
that about 20 people caught in the
eruption are still missing.

The death toll is the high-
est from a volcanic eruption in
Japan’s postwar history, exceed-
ing the 43 people killed in the
1991 eruption of Mount Unzen in
southern Japan.

Tokvo FiRe DEPARTMENT/AP

Firefighters carry a hiker who was trapped in the summit area of
Mount Ontake during Saturday’s initial eruption in central Japan.

Putin: state will support
sanctions-hit sectors

MOSCOW — Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin says the
state will offer support to sectors
of the economy that have been
hit by international sanctions,
but says the country in general is
unconcerned about the sanctions’
consequences.

Putin said Thursday the sanc-
tions, imposed by the United
States, the European Union and
others over Russia’s role in the
Ukraine conflict, violate basic
principles of the World Trade Or-
ganization and obstruct interna-
tional economics.

Putin, who was speaking to a
major investment forum, added
“we regard this calmly.”

The ruble has fallen sharply as
the sanctions have taken hold and
Russian companies are severely
restricted from borrowing on
Western capital markets.

Putin said “the state is ready to
provide support to those sectors
and companies hit with unwar-
ranted external sanctions.”

From The Associated Press
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A gun in every home

Firearm ownership simply a fact of life
in southwestern Colorado town of Nucla

By LAUREN LorTus
Special To The Washington Post.

NUCLA, Colo.
riving north on U.S. 141 in
southwestern Colorado, the
road descends from red rock
plateau into a wind-blown ex-

panse of bedraggled shrubs and hardy
desert trees called Paradox Valley. Pass-
ing only the occasional deer, the two-lane
highway eventually ends at the intersec-
tion of the Dolores River. Just beyond its
muddy bank lies the tiny town of Nucla.

The area’s once booming uranium mine
has long been shuttered, while the halls of
Nucla High School echo with the sounds
of only a few dozen students. Main Street
is dotted with boarded-up buildings and
deserted after sunset. With a poverty rate
of nearly 20 percent, it’s clear Nucla is in
need of jobs, an economic boon that re-
mains out of reach.

But there is at least one thing the town
is not lacking. A gun in every home, re-
quired by law.

In May 2013, the Nucla Town Board
passed the Family Protection Order, re-
quiring every head of household to own
a firearm. As written, the ordinance pro-
vides for the emergency management
and general safety of a town with a popu-
lation of less than 700.

Modeled on a similar law in Kennesaw,
Georgia, that’s been on the books since
1982, Nucla’s ordinance includes all the
expected exemptions: those who have a
physical or mental disability that would
prohibit them from using a firearm;
anyone convicted of a felony; those who
cannot afford a gun; and conscientious
objectors.

Local law enforcement, consisting of a
few Montrose County sheriff’s deputies,
was never enlisted to go door to door to
make sure everyone has a gun. Most peo-
ple already had one anyway.

It’s a wholly unenforceable law, some-
thing the town board understands. And
yet only one trustee out of six voted no,
while most residents are apt to pass it off
with a shrug. Fitting for a place called
Paradox.

Nucla occupies a tiny dot in the largely
rural, rugged map of Colorado’s Western
Slope. It’s a place that, on first glance,
has been forgotten. The nearest stoplight,
hospital and Walmart are two hours away.
There is a polling place for general elec-
tions in the equally-small town of Natu-
rita five miles south though most people
opt to mail in their ballots. But with a
dwindling, aging population, their vote is
barely a drop in the bucket.

As arule, Nucla residents are self-suf-
ficient folk, tenacious about their history
and each other. It all feels very, very far
away from the lawmaking and politick-
ing happening 350 miles away in Denver.
A state law limiting the size of ammuni-
tion magazines to 15 rounds, passed in
response to the Aurora movie theater
shooting, is seen as more of a nuisance
than a matter of life and death.

The Family Protection Order is often
framed by Nucla residents as an under-
dog rallying cry to catch the attention of
those far-off lawmakers. A statement that
says, “Hey! Remem-
ber us? We matter
too.” But it's also a
continuation of life
as is in Nucla; as it’s

Bill Long, right, of Nucla, Colorado, handles a .300-cal
his home. Long was the only Nucla Town Board member to'vote against an ordinance that mandates gun
against it not because he is against guns, but because he views any kind of government
g whether one should own a gun or not as government overreach.

PHotos BY Morcan Spiens, News 21/AP

A sticker adorns one of Nucla, Colo., Town Board member Les Mahana’s vehicles.
A law in Nucla requires every household to have a gun.

always been. A life that’s fiercely pro-
tected despite it never being easy.

Board trustee Richard Craig says it all
started, in a way, as a joke.

“This is a hunting, ranch-
ing community and every-
body already has guns,”
says Board trustee Rich-
ard Craig, 74, explaining
that the law did not change
anything, except perhaps *
a brief uptick in media
attention.

Trustee Bill Long was
the only dissenting vote but
he’s quick to clarify that it
wasn’t because he doesn’t
like guns. It was because of
government overreach.

“There’s no difference be-
tween the government telling gt
us you can’t own guns or you must “

you would, say, a car, is just a part of life
in a town as irrevocably tied to nature as
Nucla is. He owns five or six himself.
After the ordinance passed,
Long says he was contacted
by the Brady Center to
Prevent Gun Violence.
According to Long, the
Center offered to help
him sue Nucla as it
successfully had in
Nelson, Georgia,
which less than a
month before at-
tempted to pass
its own manda-
tory gun ownership
ordinance.
“Then they found
out I had guns and
I haven't heard

own guns,” Long maintains. “ Y from them
To Long, being raised with guns A / ¥ since,” Long
and learning to respect them as / 'y —— says.

er magnum rifle, one of the guns he keeps at
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Skid Row
CITY LIk,

T

POP Too Many

PHoTos BY MEL MELCON, Los AncELes Times/MCT

People make their way down the street in front of the wall mural on San Julian St. |nﬂ|ehem10|$kidRowmduwntownLnsAngeles The mural was conceived and produced by

activists and artists as a declaration of neighborhood pride and identity. Kelly Kunta, 64, below,

nd off for

half year ago. Kunta said he hoped the mural would be a wake up call to City Hall and the nation to do someﬂmg about the homeless crisis.

Si

By GaLe HoLLAND
Los Angeles Times

? of surviva

Skid Row is the place that dares
not speak its name.

The neighborhood of 10,000 peo-
ple on the eastern end of downtown
Los Angeles — with the largest
concentration of homeless people
in the country — is generally not
listed on municipal signs or maps.
The local firehouse was ordered
years ago to take “Skid Row” off
its ambulances and rigs.

As bars, lofts and restaurants
started to pop up in Skid Row’s tra-
ditional territory, the city — prod-
ded by business groups — began
using names like Old Bank Dis-
trict, Historic Core, Central City
East or Industrial District to de-
scribe parts of the S0-block area.

This month, a group of residents
sought to reclaim their turf, at
least symbolically.

They put the final touches on
18-by-50-foot mural with a de-

ailed street map of the area and a
clear message: Skid Row is a legit-
imate Los Angeles neighborhood,
and should not be erased.

Organizers call “Skid Row

uper Mural” a show of pride and

e -determmatmn by a commum-

unfortunate citizens.

Detractors say the mural is
m]sgulded attempt to paper
er the misery of the homeless

City Councilman Jose Huizar
s it is the kind of art he envi-
oned when he pushed in October

ift the city’s 11-year-old mural

ban.

“It’s community pride on the
one hand, it’s cleverly done and it
creates conversation and debate,
which often great public art does,”
said Huizar spokesman Rick
Coca.

The San Julian Street proj-
ect, which was registered under
the city’s mural ordinance, is on
the wall of a property known as

saldhenwstreoenﬂyamvedonskldﬂowa

Los Angeles ‘Skid Row Super Mural’ symbol
of neighborhood’s effort to reclaim its identity

protected by covenants for a gen-
eration — have been bettering the
community.

The mural was designed by Ste-
phen Zeigler and painted by street
artists calling themselves the Win-
ston Death Squad, among them a
man known as Wild Life, whose
work often spoofs official signs.

The optimistic picture of the
Skid Row ity is not shared

Bob’s Bakery owned by
man Peter Ta, accordmg to city
records.

The first phase, which went up in
February, depicts the city seal and
the words “Skid Row City Limit”
in the familiar white-on-green let-
tering of official signs. In a jab at
the city’s failure on the homeless-
ness front, the population is listed
as “Too Many.”

In another quietly subversive
touch, the map text states that its
boundaries are taken from Jones
v. City of Los Angeles, a court case
that barred nighttime homeless
sweeps by police.

“The mural is the history of the
community,” said Isabel Rojas-
Williams, executive director of the
Mural Conservancy of Los Ange-
les. “It’s very cleverly done.”

General Jeff Page, a formerly
homeless activist who created the
project, said he is as appalled as
anyone that people languish in the
streets. But Skid Row is not just
people lying on sidewalks getting
high, he said.

While City Hall was sleeping,
he said, thousands of Skid Row
residents — whose rehabbed flop-
houses and apartment projects are

by everyone.

Raquel Beard, who heads the
Central City East Association., the
local business group, said the Skid
Row she sees everyday is a place
of pain, misery and degradation.

“Maybe in 10 years it will be an
urban and edgy,” she said, “but be-
fore I can jump to Skid Row chic
‘we have bigger issues to deal with.
Let’s heal, then they can think
about it as jazzy.”

Page, however, foresees a day
when the Skid Row mural will join
the Hollywood and Rodeo Drive
signs as L.A. icons.

That day may be far off. Di-
rectly across from the mural, men
and a few women were splayed
out on the sidewalk, smoking a
street drug called spice, or chant-
ing in languages known only to
themselves.

Said a homeless man who calls
himself White Boy: “I love the
General and I wish him well, but
society’s not ready for Skid Row.
It’s a 20-year plan for Skid Row
and when it ends no way we’re in
it”
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director of the Somali kids play
community. Whlle B|h| strolls through the parks, he is on the lookout for anyone who nught be trying to recruit the city’s young Somalis to joi
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at Currie Park in Minneapolis, near a large Somali

had in Syria.

Minnesota man goes on dally patrols at local parks to deter jihad recruiters

By Amy ForwITI
The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Every
evening after work, Abdirizak
Bihi strolls through neighbor-
hood parks where young Somalis
shoot hoops and play soccer. He
tells jokes, urges them to clean
up their trash and even grabs the
basketball to take a few shots.

It may seem like fun, but Bihi’s
eyesarescanningthe playgrounds
and ball courts of Minneapolis for
something sinister — anyone who
might try to recruit these kids to
join a jihad overseas.

If Bihi doesn’t show up for his
personal patrol for five, six or
seven days, “somehow the word
gets out, and they’re back,” he
said.

Community members and law
enforcement officials are on a
mission to stamp out terror re-
cruiting in Minneapolis, home
to the largest Somali population
in the United States. A handful
of people from the community
have left to join militant groups in
Syria within the last year, accord-
ing to authorities.

The anti-jihad work is not un-
like longstanding efforts to keep
young people out of gangs in any
number of other U.S. cities. And
just like street gangs, militant
groups tend to prey on the vulner-
able via the Internet or to strike
up relationships through small
group meetings or one-on-one
conversation in parks, mosques
or even hospitals.

Bihi’s mission is also personal.
His own nephew was recruited
to fight for the al-Qaida-linked
group al-Shabab in 2008 and died

Minneapolis, in September.

in Somalia.

He said he sees unfamiliar
men with “hostile” eyes approach
teens in parks. The kids describe
how the men talk about the Quran
— never about jihad at first —and
scold them for wearing shorts or
associating with infidels.

“It’s about scaring the hell out
of them first, telling them that
they are bad people and that they
can make them good,” Bihi said.
They leave when he approaches.

Terror recruiting is not new
here: More than 22 young Minne-
sotans have traveled to Somalia
since 2007 to take up arms with
al-Shabab. Back then, authorities
found a handful of people were
holding secret meetings to pro-
mote the cause. Now social media
are playing a prevalent role, ac-

Bihi spends time with kids playing soccer at Currie Park in

cording to FBI spokesman Kyle
Loven.

The Facebook page of one man
who says he lives in Minneapo-
lis and is a “full-time servant of
Allah” features the Islamic State
flag as his profile photo. A Twit-
ter account believed to belong
to a man who left Minnesota to
join al-Shabab in 2008 is updated
daily with tweets applauding Is-
lamic State militants and criticiz-
ing the U.S.

One al-Shabab video — partly
filmed in Minneapolis, including
scenes from inside the airport
— features a Minnesotan who
calls Somalia “Disneyland” and
urges others to join him. Another
al-Shabab video urges people in
Minnesota to answer the call of
Allah and go to jihad “wherever

it is possible.”

But pinpointing on-the-ground
recruitment remains difficult.
Loven said the FBI wants to “de-
termine if there is a ground game
here and who is involved.”

Several teens or young adults
approached by The Associated
Press declined to speak about any
experiences with recruiters. They
are fearful of drawing attention
to themselves, jeopardizing their
personal safety or being targeted
by law enforcement, said Omar
Jamal, chief executive officer of
American Friends of Somalia.

Some are skeptical, including
Burhan Mohumed, 24, who works
with high school kids. He said
he’s seen no evidence of recruit-
ment on the ground.

“If there was a recruiter, be-
lieve me, half of the people here
would call authorities,” he said.

Jamal, Bihi and others can-
not say for sure that those ap-
proaching young people in parks
and elsewhere are recruiting for
a terrorist group. But the com-
munity is on guard regardless.
One local mosque banned a man
this summer after he was ac-
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cused of speaking about radical
ideas. The man, who has not been
charged, released a statement to
the AP saying the accusations are
baseless.

Jamal said young people have
told him about small gatherings
in the basements of homes or
mosques that begin as discussions
about the history of Islam or other
educational topics but morph into
something else over time.

“They’ll say, ‘Next week, we’ll
talk about what is jihad, ” Jamal
said. “It’s a very slow, very care-
ful process. They don’t just jump
rightin.”

Evan Kohlmann, who tracks
terrorists and terror activity as
chief information officer at Flash-
point Global Partners, said the
drawn-out method allows recruit-
ers to eliminate spies or those who
are considered unreliable.

“This is a part of the indoctri-
nation process. They are trying
to brainwash people,” he said.
“When it’s face to face, it’s a lot
easier to get people interested
or used to the idea of beheading

#« 062137009511

3

6 Days

«».18 SEP 14
Mediterranean Sea on RC Oasis of the Seas
Barcelona/Spain, Romelltaly, Naples/italy - RT
Flights from AUG - OCT 2014. From/to Germany RT. Alltaxes incl. All prices based on availability.



Pace 16 SESFRERE D]

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Friday, October 3, 2014

NATION

Gamblers are
abandoning dog
ks for casinos

By STEVE HENDRIX
The Washington Post

CHARLESTON, W. Va.
or a long time, the one-armed
bandits inside the Mardi Gras
Casino and the four-legged racers
outside on the greyhound track

were all spinning in the same direction.

The arrival of slots in the 1990s was a
Jjackpot for West Virginia’s fading dog-rac-
ing industry. As in many states, lawmak-
ers here allowed new casinos to open only
in conjunction with existing dog and horse
tracks and steered a cut of their winnings
to purses at the track.

“It was kind of a golden age after that,”
said Sam Burdette, head of the West Vir-
ginia Greyhound Breeders Association.

But now, an explosion of casino gam-
bling is strangling the greyhound indus-
try that it once rescued. The bettors have
largely migrated to the faster-paced gam-
bling inside; the dogs are running in front
of mostly empty stands, and the marriage
between the bing-bing-bing and the bark-
bark-bark is heading for divorce. West
Virginia may become the latest state to
sever the link between casinos and tracks,
a trend that could finally spell the end of
the sport of queens.

“We’ll be done in a couple of years if
nothing changes,” said Harvey Maupin,
50, a longtime West Virginia greyhound
trainer who races at both of the state’s dog
tracks, in Charleston and Wheeling.

In much of the country, these are the
dog days of greyhound racing. Once a
mainstay of American gambling, dog
tracks seem unlikely to outlast growing
animal welfare concerns and the relent-
less expansion of other ways to gamble.

“People want instant gratification these
days,” Burdette said. “It’ll take you half
an hour to lose $50 at a racetrack. You
can do it in five minutes sitting in front of
a slot machine.”

Nationally, betting on greyhound rac-
ing has plummeted from a peak of $3.5
billion in 1991 to $665 million in 2012.
At one time, more than S0 tracks oper-

ated in 1S states. Now, 21 tracks remain
in seven states as interest has waned and
legislatures have begun to re-examine the
requirement that casinos operate — and
subsidize — greyhound racing as a condi-
tion of offering slots, poker and blackjack.

Massachusetts, after a campaign high-
lighting animal welfare concerns, voted
to ban racing altogether in 2010. Iowa be-
came the latest state to cut the connection
between casino revenue and dog tracks
in May when Gov. Terry Branstad, a Re-
publican, signed a law that will shutter
one of the state’s two tracks and eliminate
the yearly $14 million subsidy to the grey-
hound industry.

Similar “decoupling” initiatives are
expected in other racing states this year,
including West Virginia, where the poli-
tics are complicated by the fact that the
governor’s
80-year-old
mother is one
of the state’s
best-known
greyhound
owners.

West  Vir-
ginia casinos
are still re-
quired by law
to operate the
tracks for 220
days of racing
ayear. Butthe
tight-knit rac-
ing commu-
nity accuses
its old ally of
giving up on
marketing
the sport, and
sometimes worse.

“I honestly think they’re working
against us,” said Rod Monroe, who raises
about 100 dogs on a farm near Wheeling.
“I think they want to make it hard for peo-
ple to come out to see the dogs.”

At one point, patrons at Wheeling Island
Casino were diverted through a parking
garage to reach the dog track, Monroe

the sport has plummeted.

Bonnie Jo MounT/The Washington Post

Greyhounds race against each other at Wheeling
Island Racetrack in West Virginia. The greyhound
racing industry is under threat as the popularity of

gdays

osreyhound

said,
although
the facility’s new

general manager has re-

stored the old entrance. At Mardi Gras,
race fans take a side elevator and navigate
across two floors of gaming to access the
outside gallery, which itself is filled with
slot machines and table games.

In many states, casinos that want to get
out from under the racing subsidies have
formed a surprising alliance with animal
welfare groups, who say the sport is cruel.
In the worst cases, advocates say trainers
have beaten dogs, fed them contaminated
meat and trained them using live rabbits
as bait.

But even at good kennels, they say,
dogs are often injured in the races and
endure train-
ing routines
in which they
are housed in
pens for most
of the day.

“None  of
them are ma-
licious acts of
cruelty, but in
our view these
standardprac-
tices together
constitute an
industry that
is cruel and
inhumane,”
said Carey
Theil, head
of GREY2K,

an advocacy

group that
pushes anti-racing legislation around the
country.

Greyhound breeders dispute that cri-
tique, pointing out that many urban dogs
spend their days in crates. They were out-
raged in March when Danny Adkins, a se-
nior executive of the company that owns
both the Charleston casino and another in
Hollywood, Fla., published an op-ed with

Humane Society Presi-

dent Wayne Pacelle that

called for allowing casinos to

get out of racing on animal welfare
grounds.

Critics say the casinos’ real concerns
are sinking revenue, as gambling expands
in one state after another, and the costs of
operating the dog tracks. “He didn’t think
greyhound racing was inhumane when he
'was making millions from it,” Byrnes said
of Adkins.

Adkins said he does not consider the
racing itself to be cruel. But as the money
dries up, he said, it’s fair to ask whether
kennels can still afford to provide the dogs
with proper care. In the op-ed, he cited the
case of a kennel that falsified vaccination
records to cut expenses.

“When we were making millions of dol-
lars, they were making millions of dol-
lars,” Adkins said of the kennels. “Now I
wonder how they’re paying for it.”

West Virginia racing opponents say they
plan to introduce a decoupling bill in the
coming legislative session, and both sides
wonder what role will be played by Gov.
Earl Ray Tomblin, a Democrat. His fam-
ily owns Tomblin Kennel, a major player
on both state tracks. His mother, Freda
Tomblin, is one of the state’s best-known
greyhound breeders. Racing foes assume
the governor will work to derail the legis-
lation. But those in the industry point out
that Tomblin has supported cutting the
greyhound subsidy in the past.

“We don’t expect the governor to be our
savior by any means,” Burdette said.

And there may not be one. In Florida,
where 12 tracks operate mostly in con-
junction with poker halls, Adkins sees no
future at all for dog racing. He will close
the Hollywood track if the law is changed
to allow it, he said.

But in West Virginia, he thinks at least
one track might survive if the yearlong
racing schedule were reduced to a few
months. Survive, at least for a while.

“I think it’s going to come to an end ulti-
mately,” Adkins said. “It just seems there
is not much interest left.”
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Some hospitals bill rape
victims for tests, care
L NEW ORLEANS —
Hospitals should not be
billing rape victims for forensic
medical evaluations and care,
state legislators and others say.

They responded to a report by
NOLA.com and The Times-Pica-
yune report that some victims are
gettingbilled $1,700 to $4,000 even
though state and federal guide-
lines require many of the services
to be free for victims. Practices
vary widely among hospitals and
parishes, it said.

“I had no idea that was happen-
ing,” said state Rep. Helena More-
no, D-New Orleans. “Talk about
being traumatized twice.”

A state Department of Health
and Hospitals statement said of-
ficials will work with the Legisla-
ture to change things.

Dozens of animals

dead in house fire

N NORTH LAS VEGAS
— Firefighters say doz-

ens of animals were killed and

injured in a fire at a North Las

Vegas home.

Capt. Cedric Williams said the
owner reported there were 90 to
100 animals in the home. Offi-
cials estimated Sunday night that
about 30 dogs had died, but Wil-
liams said those numbers may
have changed.

Court won't hear appeal
in lover-in-closet case
T NASHVILLE — The

Tennessee Supreme
Court has declined to hear the
appeal of a woman who was con-
victed, along with her lover, in the
slaying of her husband.

Martha Freeman and Rafael
Rocha-Perez in 2006 were sen-
tenced to life in the death of busi-
nessman Jeffrey Freeman, who
was strangled and beaten in April
2005 at the Freemans’ Nashville
home. Prosecutors said Rocha-
Perez had been living in a bed-
room closet in the couple’s home,
apparently without the husband’s
knowledge.

The defense argued at trial that
although Freeman waited a day to
call police, the fact that she didn’t
cover up the crime scene showed
she wasn’t involved.

Hiker trapped in canyon
by floodwaters dies
U SALT LAKE CITY
— A Southern Califor-
nia man was found dead over the
weekend in Zion National Park
after rising floodwaters trapped
him in a narrow canyon that is
home to one of the park’s best-
known hiking trails.

Douglas Yoshi Vo, 34, of West-
minster, Calif., and his friend
began hiking early Saturday when
rains came and the river began
rising rapidly, forcing them to
take refuge on high ground. They
ended up on opposite sides of the
raging river and could not talk to
one another because of the noise
of the water, Eaker said.

Vo’s friend swam the flooding
river to safety, while Vo remained
where he was, Eaker said.

Rangers found Vo’s body Sun-
day after flooding subsided.

THE CENSUS

$390K

The amount of a state lottery prize claimed by a Massachusetts man just
hours before it would have disappeared forever. Dennis Cote, of Ware, Mass.,
purchased the “Lucky for Life” ticket Sept. 26, 2103, but didn’t claim the win-
nings until last week. Under lottery rules, winners have one year to claim their

prize. Cote told lottery officials he discovered that he had a winning ticket sev-
eral months ago, but he wanted to do a little financial planning first and said
he was just too busy to make the long trek to the lottery headquarters.
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A prehistoric point of view

DaN PeLLE, THE SPoKESMAN-REVIEW (SPOKANE, WasH.)/AP

Thor Tenold, 5, right, looks through a Tyrannosaurus rex interactive exhibit, as his sister Ada, 3, peeks through a triceratop’s head, as they
get a dinosaur’s point of view while visiting the T. Rex Named Sue exhibit on Tuesday at Mobius Science Center in downtown Spokane, Wash.

Navy: Aircraft carrier
helps rescue fishermen
v NORFOLK — The Navy
says a Virginia-based
aircraft carrier helped rescue two
fishermen off the coast of Florida.

The Navy said the fishermen
took to their life raft after unsuc-
cessfully fighting an electrical
fire aboard their vessel.

The Navy said the USS Theo-
dore Roosevelt assisted Naval Air
Warfare Center vessel 38 with the
rescue about 90 miles off the coast
of Florida on Monday.

2 teens cause more
than $100K in damage
w BABCOCK — Wood
County authorities say a
vandalism spree that forced Ocean
Spray’s Babcock receiving station
to close down for the weekend and

divert deliveries caused $200,000
in damages and lost wages.

Two 14-year-old Babcock-area
boys broke vending machines,
smashed windows and overturned
a pickup truck at the receiving
station last Wednesday night.
Daily Tribune Media reported the
pair also ransacked a local cafe
and residence. The Wood County
Sheriff’s Department initially es-
timated all of the damage was well
over $100,000.

Wolf, coyote hunting
derby wants larger area

I BOISE — A group that

overcame a court chal-
lenge last winter to hold a wolf-
and coyote-shooting derby is
seeking a permit from the U.S.
Bureau of Land Management to
roughly double the area for a sec-
ond event this winter.

“There’s no excuse for not al-
lowing us to hunt,” said Steve
Alder of Idaho for Wildlife. “It’s
on federal land. If we didn’t have
a derby, people are allowed to

hunt it anyway.”

The BLM said a permit is re-
quired because a derby is con-
sidered a competitive event with
prizes. Last year, the hunting group
offered two separate, $1,000 prizes.
This winter’s event is expected to
draw about 100 to 150 hunters.

District to pay cancer
bracelet lawsuit fees
P EASTON — An eastern
Pennsylvania school dis-
trict has agreed to pay $385,000 in
attorneys’ fees in the lawsuit over
its efforts to bar students from
wearing bracelets to promote
breast cancer awareness.

The suit was filed in 2010 after
two Easton Area School District
middle school girls were sus-
pended after refusing a principal’s
order to take off the “I (heart)
Boobies!” bracelets.

The U.S. Supreme Court in
March turned down the district’s
appeal, leaving in place last year’s

federal appeals court ruling that
the bracelets were not “plainly
lewd” and hadn’t caused any
disruption.

Falcon has eye surgery,
gets new set of lenses
N CONCORD — A falcon

in New Hampshire has
undergone eye surgery to remove
cataracts and has received new
synthetic lenses.

Banner, a 4-year-old falcon, lost
its sight and hasn’t been able to
fly or hunt for the past two years.
On Monday, a team at Capital
Veterinary Emergency Services
in Concord removed the cataracts
and put in artificial lenses in the
hour-long procedure.

Banner’s owners, Nancy and
Jim Cowan of the New Hampshire
School of Falconry in Deering,
say it’s the first time this surgery
has been done on a falcon.

From wire reports
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NSA flap not forgotten in Germany

BY MATTHEW SCHOFIELD
McClatchy Foreign Staff

BERLIN—Juergen Hardt’s po-
sition in the German government,
coordinator of trans-Atlantic co-
operation, once was considered
a major honor — the official liai-
son to the United States, arguably
Germany’s closest ally.

But since the revelation that the
U.S. National Security Agency
eavesdropped for years on Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel’s cellphone,
U.S.-German relations have been
a twisting, stomach-churning
roller-coaster ride so wild that
many Germans wonder whether
it’s possible to get off. The pro-
America crowd, meanwhile, can
only warn that despite the nau-
sea, it’s not safe to leave a ride in
motion.

“We have gone through chal-
lenging times in the bilateral re-
lationship in the past,” Hardt said
in an interview. “As in every rela-
tionship, there have been ups and
downs. Right now, we are going
through challenging times when
it comes to public perception.”

The relationship between Ger-
many and the U.S., two of the
world’s four largest economies,
is no small matter. The U.S. re-
lies on Europe as a strategic and
trading partner, and Germany is
the tail that wags the European

Union. As the world tilts toward
Asia, economists and politicians
think that perhaps the best way
to extend the American Century
and Europe’s global influence
is through good relations, from
shared security through open
trade.

But the mere fact that Hardt is
in this role today says something
about the state of affairs. In the
past, the job has been trusted pri-
marily to political senior figures.
But Hardt joined the Parliament
only in 2009, and before his ap-
pointment as liaison to North
America he wasn’t widely con-
sidered to be among Germany’s
political elite.

The job has lost much of its
sheen. Hardt doesn’t shy away
from talking about why.

“Our nations share historic and
long-standing close relations. We
share bonds of friendships and
personal connections between
our people,” he said. “This solid
basis is often overshadowed these
days for one simple reason: NSA
surveillance. The problem is that
this is to a certain degree a mat-
ter of two different cultures and
experiences. What is being ac-
cepted in the United States is not
acceptable here.”

Hardt notes that Germans are
not naive about the ways of the
modern spy world.

“We do not and we cannot ex-
pect a complete change of Ameri-
can security policy,” he said.
“But we do expect our citizens to
be treated with the same respect
U.S. law grants to its citizens. And
we do expect that our national
laws will be honored.”

Germans were shocked by
some areas of the U.S. spy pro-
gram against his country, he said.
And he reiterated a point made by
Merkel: “Inthat regard, Germany
needs some clear commitments.”

What, specifically? Nonspecific
electronic spying? “No go.” Tap-
ping the chancellor’s cellphone?
“Absolutely no go.” Hiring spies
in the German intelligence ser-
vices? “No go.”

Beyond that, it’s become clear
in Germany that part of the prob-
lem is the lack of transparency
in the online world about where
data are stored. It’s understood
that a German driver on an Ital-
ian highway is subject to Italian,
not German, speed limits. But
that driver knows he’s on Italian
roads. German Internet users on
international Web services have
as much of a right to know where
their data are stored, Hardt said.
They should know that the U.S.
isn’t permitted to spy on data
stored in Germany, or Europe.

But that’s only the first step in
an overdue discussion, he said.

The problem the two nations
have in starting this discussion is
that it wasn’t so long ago that rela-
tions were very, very good.

Germans say that had the U.S.
asked to know what was going on
in the parliamentary committee
that’s investigating NSA spying,
Germany would have provided
the information. Instead, the U.S.
decided to pay a low-level com-
mittee worker when he offered
information for cash. Just as it
agreed to create another U.S.
mole, in the German military,
when approached by a low-level
worker there.

Instead, German officials dis-
covered the parliamentary leak
when German counterintelli-
gence intercepted an email the
man sent to Russian officials. The
Americans had already bought
the information he was selling;
giving Germany a heads up that
there was someone selling par-
liamentary secrets — instead of
paying for the secrets themselves
— might have stanched a leak be-
fore it did harm.

“Our government is these days
often forced to explain to our
own people why ... we continue
to work with the United States in
so many different areas,” Hardt
said. “The trust that we lost in
the past year between our nations
must be rebuilt.”

Palestinian-born man Wants to lead Berhn

By GEIR MouLsoN
The Associated Press

RLIN — Berlin’s mayor
broke ground 13 years ago by
winning election after coming
out as gay. Now a top candidate to
succeed him wants to make his-
tory of his own: Palestinian-born
Raed Saleh is seeking to become
Berlin’s first immigrant mayor.

Saleh, who was born in the
West Bank and came to Berlin
at age 5, offers a story of social
advancement he hopes will win
over voters and set an example
for others.

The son of a Palestinian “guest
worker” who brought his family
to then-West Berlin in the early
1980s, the 37-year-old Saleh start-
ed out working at Burger King
and later co-founded a company
that offers printing services.

“At the moment, a lot of young
people have the feeling that they
don’t have a share” in society, he
told The Associated Press. Ber-
lin is home toa large immigrant

community, many peo-
ple with Turkish roots, some of
them poorly integrated.

Saleh joined the center-left
Social Democrats of the current
mayor, Klaus Wowereit, at 18 and
rose steadily up the local party
hierarchy. When Wowereit an-
nounced in August that he was
stepping down, Saleh — now the
party’s regional caucus leader
— became a natural candidate to
succeed him.

Members of the Social Demo-
crats are choosing between Saleh
and two other contenders to be
their party’s pick in a postal bal-

Markus ScHREIBER/AP

born Raed Saleh, center, talks with people during an event of his Social Democratic Party,

Monday in Berlin. Saleh is seeking to replace Mayor Klaus Wowereit, who is stepping down.

lot that closes Oct. 17. The mayor
will be elected by the Berlin state
parliament in December. Since
a Social Democrat-led coalition
has a majority in the legislature,
the party ballot’s winner is all but
guaranteed to get the job.

Saleh says his election could
help give “courage and hope” to
millions of people, showing that
everyone is equal regardless of
where they were born.

“This would of course be a
great signal, and we would make

history together here in Berlin,”
he said.

Saleh also promises to ensure
law and order and has taken an
outspoken stance against anti-Se-
mitic slogans chanted during pro-
tests against the Gaza war. “You
can criticize if you have a differ-
ent political view,” he said, “but
nothing justifies hatred of Jews.”

Wowereit’s decision to step
down midterm gives the new
mayor nearly two years before
the next state election to shore up

his party’s support. That has slid
amid disillusionment with the
long-popular Wowereit, whose
personal reputation suffered
from persistent delays in opening
Berlin’s new airport.

Saleh’s chances are hard to
gauge in a battle with local party
chairman Jan Stoess and city
development minister Michael
Mueller, the best-known of three
candidates who are hardly house-
hold names.
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Between wealth and Wahhabism, Saudi urban overhaul transforms Islam’s holiest city

By Ava BaTRAWY
The Associated Press

MECCA, Saudi Arabia — As a child, Osama al-
Bar would walk from his home past Islam’s holiest
site, the Kaaba, to the market of spice and fabric
merchants where his father owned a store. At that
time, Mecca was so small, pilgrims could sit at the
cube-shaped Kaaba and look out at the serene des-
ert mountains where the Prophet Muhammad once
walked.

Now the market and the homes are gone. Mon-
umental luxury hotel towers crowd around the
Grand Mosque where the Kaaba is located, dwarf-
ing it. Steep rocky hills overlooking the mosque
have been leveled and are now covered with cranes
building more towers in row after row.

“My father and all the people who lived in Mecca
wouldn’t recognize it,” said al-Bar, who is now Mec-
ca’s mayor.

As Muslims from around the world stream into
Mecca for the annual hajj pilgrimage this week,
they come to a city undergoing the biggest trans-
formation in its history.

Decades ago, this was a low-built city of centu-
ries-old neighborhoods Over the years, it saw piece-
meal renewal projects. But in the mid-2000s, the
kingdom launched its most ambitious overhaul ever
with a series of mega-projects that, though incom-
plete, have already reshaped Mecca.

0ld neighborhoods have been erased for hotel
towers and malls built right up to the edge of the
Grand Mosque. Historic sites significant for Islam
have been demolished. Next to the Kaaba soars the
world’s third tallest skyscraper, topped by a gigan-
tic clock, which is splashed with colored lights at
night.

“It’s not Mecca. It's Mecca-hattan. This tower and
the lights in it are like Vegas,” said Sami Angawi, an
architect who spent his life studying hajj and is one
of the most outspoken critics of the changes. “The
truth of the history of Mecca is wiped out ... with

and ite. Is this

Critics complain the result is stripping the holy
city of its spirituality. They also say it is robbing
the hajj of its more 1,400-year-old message that
all Muslims, rich or poor, are equal before God as
they perform the rites meant to cleanse them of sin,
starting and ending by circling the Kaaba seven
times.

Mecca is revered by hundreds of millions of
Muslims worldwide. They face the Kaaba every

The center of Mecca and the Kaaba in the
middle of the square on Sept. 23, 1951.

of Allah, during their pilgrimage in 1954.

day in their prayers. The Grand Mosque is one of
the few places in the world where Muslims of all
stripes gather — Sunnis and Shiites, secular Mus-
lims, mystics and hard-liners.

Overseeing Mecca is also a key source of prestige
for Saudi Arabia’s monarchy. The past two kings
— the current one, Abdullah, and his predecessor,
Fahd — have adopted the further title of “custodian
of the two holy mosques” to boost their status, refer-
ring to Mecca’s Grand Mosque and Muhammad’s
mosque in nearby Medina.

Now the city is being molded to a particularly
Saudi vision that bolsters the rule of the Al Saud

royal family.

Two forces shape that vision. One is raw, pet-
rodollar-fueled capitalism. Mecca’s planners are
largely catering to wealthier pilgrims by focusing
on construction of five-star hotels, surrounding the
Kaaba in marble-sheathed luxury. Nearby pilgrims
can shop at international chains, including a Paris
Hilton store and a gender-segregated Starbucks.

The other force is Wahhabism, the strict, pu-
ritanical interpretation of Islam that the Al Saud
rulers elevated to the country’s official doctrine. In
return, Wahhabi clerics staunchly back the monar-
chy. The monarchy has long given Wahhabi clerics
a monopoly of preaching at the Kaaba.

One tenet of Wahhabism is that Muslim tombs
or sites connected to revered figures — even the
Prophet Muhammad, his family and companions
— should be destroyed to avoid veneration of any-
thing other than God. It’s the same iconoclastic
zeal that has prompted militants from the Islamic
State group to blow up Muslim shrines in Iraq and
Syria.

In Mecca, hardly any site associated with Mu-
hammad remains. Many were destroyed in previ-
ous expansions of the Grand Mosque in the 1980s
and 1990s, and the new development is finishing
off much of what remains. In 2008, for example,
the house of Abu Bakr, Muhammad’s successor
as leader of the Muslim community, was razed to
make way for a Hilton.

The country’s top religious official, Grand Mufti
Abdul-Aziz Al-Sheik, backed such demolitions last
year, saying “the removal of such things within the
expansion is necessary.”

The urban renewal is necessary, Saudi officials
say, to accommodate hajj pilgrims whose numbers
are expected to swell from around 3 million cur-
rently to nearly 7 million by 2040.

Essam Kalthoum, managing director of the gov-
ernment-owned Bawabat Makkah Company, which
is involved in a number of projects around the city,
acknowledged that “it would be a farce” to say fi-
nancial motivations are not coming into play.

But he said the main goal is to increase space for
pilgrims. Kalthoum showed a gift from a Turkish
foundation he had just received: a photo of Mecca
from the late 1800s.

“This is painful,” he said. “For those of us who
witnessed some of this (past), it brings back memo-
ries.” But he pointed to the Kaaba in the photograph.
“Because of this place,” he said, the old markets
and buildings had to go.
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Courtesy of the U.S. Army
First Lt. Matthew White, bottom left, gives a man a leaflet as Capt. Rodney Freeman looks on in Parwan province, Afghanistan on June 13.

Afghan pact rekindles questions

Security deal signing renews debate on how soon US should exit

By Davip LERMAN
AND ELTAF NAJAF1ZADA
Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — The signing
of a long-delayed security agree-
ment marks both an end and a
beginning for the United States in
Afghanistan.

While it ends months of un-
certainty about whether the Af-
ghan government would agree
on ground rules
for U.S. forces ANALYSIS
to remain in the se—
war-torn coun-
try after this year, it also reopens
a debate over how fast the re-
maining American troops should
pull out.

No sooner was the Bilateral Se-
curity Agreement signed in Kabul
Tuesday than Republicanlawmak-
ers in Washington called on Presi-
dent Barack Obama to reconsider
his withdrawal plan, which would
leave a handful of U.S. troops in
the country by the time he leaves
office in January 2017.

“While the signing of this
agreement is a positive step, the

inistration should r id
its plans to draw down U.S. forc-
es completely over the next two
years,” House Speaker John Boeh-
ner, an Ohio Republican, said in a

“ 1 the

facing our strategy there, the most
potentially damaging and com-
pletely avoidable is quitting just
short of the goal line.”

Obama has sought to walk a
middle ground on Afghanistan,
seeking to end U.S. combat while
negotiating a phased withdrawal
to avoid the abrupt departure from
Iraq in 2011 that critics say con-
tributed to instability and paved

the way for Islamic State radicals
to seize territory.

Now U.S. forces are conducting
airstrikes over Iraq in an effort
to push back the Sunni extrem-
ists as Obama vows he won’t send
American troops back into combat
there.

Afghan  President  Ashraf
Ghani’s administration signed the
security agreement with the U.S.
and another with NATO to keep
troops in the country after this
year and secure billions of dollars
in aid for Asia’s poorest country.

“The gains of the past decade
have been won with blood and
treasure,” Secretary of State John
Kerry said in a statement. “They
must not be lost, and we all have
a stake in ensuring they’re a foun-
dation upon which to build.”

Taliban suicide attacks on an
Afghan military bus and security
vehicle in Kabul Wednesday killed
seven soldiers and wounded 19
people, underscoring the dangers
from insurgents seeking to retake
power through violence.

Ghani took over on Sept. 29 from
Hamid Karzai, who refused to
sign the Bilateral Security Agree-
ment after 13 years in power dur-
ing which he increasingly opposed
and denounced the U.S., which has
lost 2,346 lives in the conflict so
far. Ghani had pledged to secure
the continued presence of U.S. and
NATO troops within a week of tak-
ing office.

“We made an agreement which
is helpful for Afghan stability and
prosperity and for the stability
of region and that of the world,”
Ghani said as his national security
adviser, Mohammad Hanif Hat-
mar, signed the agreements in a
televised ceremony with U.S. Am-

bassador James C

Washi which has ties to the

While the security deal won
wide support in the United States,
it revived criticism of Obama’s
withdrawal plans.

“I just don’t think it makes any
sense,” said Michael O’Hanlon, a
defense analyst at the Brookings
Institution, a Washington-based
research group. “It reflects the
desire of President Obama to end
two wars on his watch.”

Withdrawing almost all forces
over the next two and a half years
is “just compounding the pres-
sure when you have this political
change in Kabul and uncertainty
in Pakistan,” O’Hanlon said in an
interview.

The extended U.S. presence
gives Americans access to bases
from which to fly drones near the
tribal area of Pakistan, he said.
“That’s a good thing for us to have
for many years to come,” he said.

Obama plans to reduce this
year’s deployment of more than
30,000 troops to about 9,800 by the
start of next year. That number
would decrease by about half by
the end of next year and decline
again to a small security force for
the U.S. Embassy in Kabul by the
end of 2016.

The vast majority of troops that
remain next year will be used to
help advise and assist Afghan
forces, leaving few Americans
available to conduct counterter-
rorism operations, a State Depart-
ment official, describing strategy
on condition of anonymity, told re-
porters Tuesday on a conference
call.

“It’s premature to second-guess
the transition strategy,” said Brian
Katulis, a defense analyst at the
Center for American Progress in

Obama administration.

Katulis dismissed the criticism
from Republican lawmakers, who
he said “are stuck in the past,
wedded to the outdated notion of
costly, open-ended commitments
of U.S. troops as a cure-all.”

The U.S. spent about $93 bil-
lion in military and economic
assistance to Afghanistan from
the Taliban’s ouster in late 2001
through September 2013, with an
additional $6.1 billion budgeted
for this year, the Congressional
Research Service said in May.

The accord with the U.S. sets
conditions for a continued pres-
ence, including immunity from
Afghan prosecution for American
troops. The agreement with the
North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion similarly provides for other
nations’ forces.

“The NATO Status of Forces
Agreement provides the legal
basis for our new mission to train,
advise and assist the Afghan se-
curity forces,” NATO Secretary
General Anders Fogh Rasmussen
said yesterday in a statement on
the alliance’s website. “The sign-
ing of today’s agreements means
that this new NATO-led mission,
called Resolute Support, can start
on 1 January 2015, as planned.”

The Taliban criticized the U.S.
in a statement Tuesday, saying its
inability to back Ukraine against
Russia revealed its weakness,
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid
said in a statement.

“Today, with the help of Al-
mighty Allah and because of the
holy Jihad of the Afghan people,
Americais nomore a superpower,”
the group said in the statement.

3 Afghans
who fled to
Canada now
living in fear

The Associated Press

BATAVIA, NY. — Three Af-
ghan military officers who sought
refuge in Canada after taking off
from a military training exercise
in Massachusetts said Wednesday
they were trying to escape Taliban
violence at home but now face the
wrath of their own government as
well.

“Now that we've decided to
seek asylum, the danger has mul-
tiplied,” said Maj. Jan Moham-
mad Arash, who along with Capt.
Noorullah Aminyar and Capt. Mo-
hammed Nasir Askarzada trav-
eled more than 500 miles by taxi
from a Wal-Mart on Cape Cod to
Niagara Falls.

The three walked across the
Rainbow Bridge connecting New
York to Ontario, Canada, to claim
refugee status on Sept. 22 and
were turned over to U.S. authori-
ties, who charged them with im-
migration violations and began
removal proceedings.

“Our pictures are in the news-
papers in Afghanistan, Pakistan
and all around the world. Now our
government has turned against
us,” Arash, 49, said inside the fed-
eral detention facility outside Buf-
falo, where they are being held.

All said they feared they would
be killed or imprisoned and tor-
tured if returned to Afghanistan.

In interviews with The Associat-
ed Press, the three described feel-
ing elated as they took their $1,600
cab ride toward the U.S.-Cana-
dian border, never expecting they
would be turned away and handed
over to the United States under a
U.S.-Canada agreement that re-
quires asylum seekers to apply in
the first country they land in.

“I felt like I was reborn again
and I had become free and alive,”
Askarzada, 28, said of the trip
through Massachusetts and into
New York. He and Arash an-
swered questions in Farsi, which
was translated by their attorney,
Matthew Borowski. Aminyar
spoke in English.

Askarzada said he has an uncle
in Canada and that the three
planned to seek him out for help in
eventually bringing their families
there as well. All are married and
have children. Askarzada said his
wife is pregnant.

Aminyar said he had been tar-
geted by the Taliban in his vil-
lage of Khowgni because of his
work with U.S. soldiers in killing
and capturing Taliban fighters. A
platoon leader and company com-
mander, the 30-year-old said he
was marked for death after tak-
ing part in military training in the
United States in 2012 and again in
September.

While he was participating last
monthina U.S. Central Command
Regional Cooperation training
exercise at Joint Base Cape Cod,
Aminyar said, Taliban fighters
went to his Afghanistan home in-
tending to kill him, leading to a
frantic phone conversation with
his father.

U.S. authorities have said they
do not believe the men posed any
danger to the public.
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Virtual reality
tech still has
long way to go

By BRriAN CRECENTE
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

espite the soaring plaudits from profes-

sional technophiles, despite the growing

support from the video game industry,

the latest run at mainstreaming wear-
able virtual reality is doomed to be a commercial
failure.

Yes, the Oculus Rift has reignited an interest
in virtual reality goggles not seen in decades.
And yes, the company behind the technology was
purchased by Facebook for billions.

But ultimately the thing that the Oculus Rift de-
livers to users doesn’t yet overcome the inherent
inconvenience and cost of using it. And it still isn’t
the virtual reality millions brought up watch-
ing the likes of “Star Trek” and reading books
like “Snow Crash” or “Ready Player One” would
expect from the technology.

The Oculus Rift is a black headset that straps
onto a user’s face like a set of oversized, opaque
ski goggles and then plugs into a computer. Inside
the headset, an OLED display and twin lenses
show nearly matching images to your eyes,
tricking your brain into thinking it is perceiving
not a flat image, but reality. The latest version,
Crescent Bay, amped up the resolution, lowered
the weight, added built-in audio and the ability to
track 360-degree head movement.

It is the closest thing yet to a consumer-bound
product that can deliver what virtual reality
experts call presence.

Oculus VR chief scientist Michael Abrash, a
virtual reality expert working on perfecting the
tech at Valve Software at the time, delivered a
seminal speech on the topic in January, saying
that compelling, consumer-priced VR hardware
is probably coming within two years.

“Presence,” he said at the time, “is an incred-
ibly powerful sensation, and it’s unique to VR;
there’s no way to create it in any other medium.

“Most people find it to be kind of magical.”

Presence is essentially the sensation of being
there, in the game, on the edge of a cliff, ris-
ing alongside “Game of Thrones’” mighty Wall,
even when you’re not. The Oculus Rift creates
the same sense of presence you might get from a
remembered dream: a detached feeling of being
there, but still not being able to move, at least not
in the ways you would in reality.

So when I first strapped on an earlier build of
the Oculus Rift in Germany last year I was sud-
denly sitting in a movie theater, an experience so
real that I almost fell out of my chair when I went

Los Ancetes Times/MCT
Palmer Luckey, founder of Oculus, holds a Rift

headset in his Irvine, Calif., offices. The Oculus
Rift has re-ignited an interest in virtual reality
goggles, but the system is still rudimentary.

to lean on the nonexistent armrest.

It is indeed a powerful experience, and the
Oculus Rift looks to have nearly mastered it.

There’s no arguing that the work Oculus VR
has done on presence is an important step. Once
ready for consumers, the headset could be one of
the most important technological leaps to date in
the field of immersive virtual reality. But it’s not
the endgame; it’s merely a move toward solving
one of many significant problems facing the cre-
ation of true virtual reality.

Where the Oculus Rift could eventually deliver
an experience that satisfies one of our senses, it
does nothing for the others, nor does it deal with
the very real problem of movement in a virtual
world.

Ignoring the plethora of relatively smaller is-
sues, like ridding the unit of a cable that needs to
be plugged into the PC or perfecting a system that
reduces motion sickness for all players, there are
also these massive issues to be solved like how
you deal with tactile feedback and how you allow
users to move without breaking the experience.

Movement already has some options, but the
best I've seen today involves purchasing what
amounts to a circular treadmill and standing in
the middle of it with tethers latched to your waist
to protect you from accidental falls.

This isn’t to say that what Oculus Rift is doing
and hopes to do isn’t worthwhile, but the buzz
surrounding it and the expectations it is creating,
especially among those not as technologically
adept as the legions of fans the system has, are
unrealistic.

For this to work, it has to do what all great mass
appeal tech devices have done in the past: Deliver
a benefit that outweighs the inconvenience of its
use and prove that benefit is unique.

Right now, that’s not the case. But check back
in a decade.

ON THE COVER: Denzel Washington is a problem-solver for hire in “The Equalizer.”
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GADGET WATCH
Monster headphones sound great

By GReGG ELLMAN
McClatchy-Tribune News Services

onster, the company

that makes great

cables to connect all

of today’s electron-
ics to one system also makes
some other great products, most
notably headphones.

A few weeks ago I took a vaca-
tion and brought along
some new Monster
products
includ-
ing the
Monster
NCredible
N-Ergy
Impres-
sions earbuds.

It’s clear that a
lot of attention is put into
packaging Monster products.
Usually this ensures you’re get-
ting a well-made product, but not
always.

In this case, you are getting
what you expect: a well-made
product with great sound.

For $69, I consider these a
great deal.

The sound is excellent; they
aren’t going to knock your head
off with head-banging bass, but
they produce a nice consistent
sound at any volume.

Each speaker is magnetized
so they can stick together and
hang around your neck when not
putting sound in your ears. They
are also attached to a tangle-free
cord.

The Monster Superstar ($124)
has a jammin’ pocket-sized Blue-
tooth speaker.

This speaker is so smart, it
speaks to you as it’s powered on
or off.

Don’t worry about the sound
— despite being pocket-sized,
this speaker rocks.

It functions as a speaker
_ phone for
hands-
free calls,
and is
built with
what they
describe
as a tough,
durable, shock-proof
silicone protective
shell that is also splash resis-
tant (but not waterproof).

For non-Bluetooth devices,
there’s an input line port. The
speaker is available in neon
orange, neon green, neon blue,
gray, neon pink and white.

Monster’s Powercard Turbo
portable battery ($59.95) is
fast-charging, and is designed
to juice up almost any portable
electronic gadget.

It measures just 2-by-2.25-by-
.5 inches, making it easy to carry
in a backpack, purse or pocket.
Inside is 3350mAh of power,
enough to recharge my iPhone
S

S.
A USB port on the side handles
the charging cable. A microUSB
cable is included.
Online: monsterproducts.com

Monster’s
NCredible
N-Ergy Impressions ®
earbuds produce a
consistent sound at any volume.

MCT photos
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ITUNES MUSIC

Top 10 albums on iTunes for October 1

1. “Partners,” Barbra Streisand

2. “Sundown Heaven Town (Deluxe
Edition),” Tim McGraw

3. “RUN WILD. LIVE FREE. LOVE
STRONG.” For King & Country

4. "Anything Goes,” Florida Georgia
Line

5. “Bulletproof Picasso,” Train

6. "The Cowboy Rides Away: Live
From AT&T Stadium,” George Strait
7. "World On Fire (featuring Myles
Kennedy & The Conspirators),” Slash
8. “Old Boots, New Dirt,” Jason
Aldean

9. “Title — EP," Meghan Trainor

10. “Guardians of the Galaxy: Awe-
some Mix, Vol. 1,” Various Artists

— Compiled by MCT

SPOTIFY MUSIC

The most-streamed tracks on Spotify
from Sept. 22-28:

1. “Shake It Off,” Taylor Swift

2. “All About That Bass,” Meghan

Trainor
. “Ban

3 Bang,” Jessie J
4. “Black Widow,” Iggy Azalea
5. “Break Free,” Ariana Grande
6. “Chandelier,” Sia
7
8
9

. “Cool Kids," Echosmith
. “Stay With Me,” Sam Smith
. “Blame,” Calvin Harris

10. “Animals,” Maroon 5

— Compiled by The Associated Press

ITUNES MOVIES

Top 10 movies downloaded
from the iTunes Store for October 1:

1. “Transformers:
Age of Extinction”
2. "Godzilla”

3. “The Fault In Our
Stars”

4. "Captain
America: The Win-
ter Soldier”

5. “Live Die Repeat:
Edge of Tomorrow”
6. "Fed Up”

7. "Chef"

8. “The Lunchbox”
9. “Blended”

10. “Draft Day”

— Compiled by MCT

VIDEO GAMES

Game Informer’s fop games in October:
1. “FIFA 15," PS4, Xbox One, PS3,
360, PC

2. “Super Smash Bros.,” 3DS
3. “Destiny,” PS4, Xbox One, PS3,
360

4. "Wasteland 2,” PC

5. “Bayonetta,” PlayStation 3, Xbox
360 and Wii U

6. “Diablo lll: Reaper of Souls — Ul-
timate Evil Edition,” PS4, Xbox One,
PS3, 360

7. "Middle-earth: Shadow of Mordor,”
PS4, Xbox One, PS3, 3

8. “Alien: Isolation,” PS4, Xbox One,
PS3, 360, PC

9. "Metro Redux,” PS4, Xbox One, PC
10. “Hyrule Warriors,” Wii U

— Compiled by MCT

APPS

Top 5 new paid apps for October 1:
ANDROID

1. Goat Simulator

2. Dragon Quest

3. Weather Timeline — Forecast

4. Block Fortress

5. Mage Gauntlet

Top 5 paid apps for October 1:
APPLE

1. Five Nights at Freddy’s

2. Minecraft — Pocket Edifion
3. Goblin Sword

4. Sleep Cycle alarm clock
5. Afterlight

— Compiled by MCT
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Feed your inner chef

with movie and book .

Chefs both fictional and actual provide
tasty entertainment treats this week.
The first, a critically acclaimed film star-
ring Jon Favreau as a professional chef
who starts a food truck, is now on DVD,
all the better for enjoying at home.

In the real world, Luca Manfé, who grew
up near Aviano Air Base in ltaly, has

just released a book called “My lItalian
Kitchen.” We bet it's good — Manfé
recently won season 4 of the reality TV
show “MasterChef.” And if notorious per-
fectionist hothead chef Gordon Ramsay,
host of “MasterChef,” says you're good

... you are.

* Read more about Manfé on Page 26.
 Other new DVD releases on Page 39.

Viola Davis on a roll
with dramatic TV role

Acclaimed actress Viola Davis is now on TV.
Watch her new show, “How to Get Away
with Murder,” to see why the
morally ambiguous role of
professor and defense at-
torney was worth jump-
ing into.

* Profile on Page 39.

* “How to Get Away with
Murder” airs on Thurs-
days on AFN-Family
and on Fridays on
AFN-Spectrum.

Jon Favreau: Not a real chef, but he plays one in the
movie “Chef,” recently released on DVD.

Open Roap FiLms/AP

o fill your free time

Go gaga for duets
on ‘Cheek to Cheek’

We've had a few years to get used to the odd
musical coupledom of  _

Tony Bennett and Lady
Gaga, who first teamed |
up on a Bennett album
in 2011. They've just
released a new collec-
tion of duet standards,
“Cheek to Cheek.”
Unlikely as it might be,
this duo strikes just the right tone together.

¢ “Cheek to Cheek” album review on Page

Season 4 “MasterChef” winner Luca Manfé, once a local near
Aviano Air Base, Italy, plans to open a restaurant in New York. He'’s
also just written a book called “My Halian Kitchen.”

‘Tiny Detectives'?
Not ‘True,” but funny

The cast of the second season of cable TV's
“True Detective” has
been revealed. Pre-
sumably, fans of Colin
Farrell and Vince
Vaughn are pleased,
but those who hoped
for a female cast are not.
The online funsters at Funny or Die
have created a parody video in which
wee actresses Kate Mara and Ellen Page
get their own show — but face challenges.
* See it at tinyurl.com/tinydetectives.
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“Training Day’ star and director reunite for new thriller

Washington, Fuqua ride again in ‘Equalizer’

By Jake CovyLE
The Associated Press

t’s been a dozen years since Denzel Washington

and director Antoine Fuqua rode the corrupt Det.

Alonzo Harris and their Los Angeles crime odyssey

“Training Day” to Oscar glory (for Washington) and
a Hollywood breakthrough (for Fuqua).

“You look up, I didn’t realize it was 12 years,” says
Washington. “That’s quick. That’s too fast.”

In “The Equalizer,” a very loose adaptation of the
1980s private eye TV series, Washington and Fuqua
have finally reteamed, resuming a potent actor-director
tandem. The film has also kick-started further collabora-
tions. They are planning a “Magnificent Seven” remake
(““You don’t get many shots at a Western,” says Washing-
ton, grinning) and could return for a potential sequel to
“The Equalizer.”

You might expect the two to have an easygoing conge-
niality together, ready to expound on the success of their
partnership. You would be wrong.

“You don’t overthink it,” says Washington, who is not
prone to brooding or rumination. “You just do. It does, so
do.”

In “The Equalizer,” Washington plays a bald widower
living a Spartan life in Boston. He works at a hardware
store and every night fastidiously drinks his tea at a
local diner. But when a diner acquaintance (a
prostitute played by Chloe Grace Moretz)
gets involved with the Russian mafia, his
proficiency with violence (not unlike it
often is with Liam Neeson) is reawak-
ened.

Washington’s intensity,
perhaps as it would be in any
pairing with the veteran actor,
is the dominant force between
him and his director. Asked what
appeals to Fuqua about work-
ing with Washington, the actor
chuckles: “You want me to leave
the room?”

“You work with somebody
who’s always challenging you
and himself, and just wants you
to be the best,” answers Fuqua,
‘whose credits since “Training
Day” include the White House action
flick “Olympus Has Fallen,” the vigi-
lante thriller “Shooter” and
the period adventure
“King Arthur.”

“Even if it’s challenging, that’s what brings the best out
of you.”

1It’s that pressurized tension that seems to most fuel
Washington and Fuqua. They are, tellingly, both ama-
teur boxers and share the same trainer. Greeted on a
recent morning at the Toronto Film Festival where “The
Equalizer” premiered, they were eagerly discussing the
previous night’s fight. Boxing metaphors peppered their
conversation.

“You go into the ring, you’re going in to get it in,” says
Fuqua, whose next film is a boxing drama, “Southpaw,”
starring Jake Gyllenhaal. “It’s the same thing with mak-
ing a movie. You're going in there to put the work in, do
something with some intensity — a little grit.”

i then, is like a pri emerging from
his trailer, ready to spar.

“You say you're ready, then I'm coming out and here
we go,” says Washington of his mindset going into a
scene. “Walk in the ring and start throwing punches.”

Washington and Fuqua had been set to reunite once
before in “American Gangster,” the saga about the
Harlem drug dealer and smuggler Frank Lucas.
But Universal Studios fired Fuqua weeks before

‘You work with
somebody
who'’s
always
challenging
you and
himself,
and just
wants you
to be the
best. Even if
it’s challenging,
that’s what brings
the best out of
you. ?

Antoine Fuqua
on working with
Denzel Washington

the movie was to begin shooting and, days later, the film
was canceled altogether. The project was eventually
rekindled with Ridley Scott directing.

But Fuqua and Washington continued to look to team
up. Washington called Fuqua about helming “The Equal-
izer,” and the director later approached Washington
about “The Magnificent Seven.” (The basis of the West-
ern, Kurosawa’s “Seven Samurai,” Fuqua says, is what
inspired him to be a filmmaker.)

Their work together is predicated on leaving the other
enough room to operate in.

“I'm not looking over his shoulder,” says Washington.
“We collaborate all the time but we spend a lot more time
in the preparation phase. Once we start shooting, he’s got
stuff to do, and if 'm not doing what I need to do on a set,
I'm off the set. I'm in my trailer.”

Washington says he needs his own space to focus, to
hold on to his character. He’s there to work, not make
friends: “Nobody ever said ‘Man, he sucked (in the

movie), but I bet he was nice to everybody
on set,”” he says.
Though he looks nearly two
decades younger, Wash-
ington will turn 60 this
December. But it’s now
clear that his movies
with Fuqua will be
a definite — if once
interrupted — chapter
in his career.

“I've worked with
Jonathan Demme
twice, Ed Zwick

three times, Spike
(Lee), I think, four
times and (the
p late) Tony Scott five
times,” says Wash-
ington. “There are
people I'm comfort-
able with that know
what they’re doing.

So it makes my job
easier. It’s a good
collaboration,
and we've had

good
results.”

—

“The Equalizer” reunites

director Antoine Fuqua with actor
Denzel Washington. The duo worked
together on 2001’s “Training Day,”
which eamed Washington an
Academy Award for best actor.

Anpy Kropa, INVisIoN/AP
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Denzel Washington puts
intrigue into ‘Equalizer’

By CARY DARLING
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

enzel Washington must have been

behind Liam Neeson in the line at the

bank and glimpsed when the Irish actor

deposned one of his massive checks
from “Taken.”

Washington wanting a cut of that late-career
tough-guy action would help explain his presence
in “The Equalizer,” a straightforward revenge-ac-
tion vehicle and update of the ’80s TV series — as
well as the possible kickoff for a franchise — that
could very easily have starred Jason Statham and
no one would have been the wiser.

Yet just having Washington in the title role
elevates the film from a tired rerun — complete
with (yawn) brutal Russian mobsters and their
inept gunmen who couldn’t hit the side of the
Kremlin — to a rousing, crowd-pleasing take on a
movie formula, like a forgettable pop song turned
into a dizzying jazz solo.

On the television show, Robert McCall aka “The
Equalizer” (British actor Edward Woodward) was
a dapper defender of justice, a former agent who
helped everyday people fight back against those
taking advantage of them. Here, Washington’s
MecCall is very different. A loner with a mysteri-
ous past who lives by himself in a small Boston
apartment, he works at a home-improvement
store by day and reads — he’s working his way
through a list of the 100 best books — at a local
diner by night. When we meet him, he’s deep into
Hemingway’s “The Old Man and the Sea.”

This is where he makes the acquaintance of
another patron, Teri (Chloe Grace Moretz, “If I
Stay”), the prototypical hooker with a heart of
gold and ambitions to be a singer. But she’s under
the heavy thumb of a well-connected group of
crime lords run by Slavi (David Meunier), who
beats her so badly one night that she’s sent to ICU.

Faster than you can say “avenging angel on
aisle one,” McCall takes it upon himself to take out
her employers — and that puts him on the radar of
Slavi’s overlords, specifically Teddy (a deliciously
evil Marton Csokas), who has flown in from Mos-
cow speclﬁcally to deal with the situation.

Washington is magnetic as McCall, imbuing
his just-get-the-job-done, guy-next- door charac-
ter with a sense of solid moral righteousness and
swaggering physical authority.

Denzel Washington, top,
~with Nash Edgerton, stars

asa prohlem-solver for

hire in “The Equalizer.”

The film was inspired

by the 1980s television

show of the same name.

Scorr GarFieLo, |
CoLumsia PicTures, SONY/AP

New on base

“The Equalizer” is playing at the following
military facilities:

Europe

Lakenheath, Mildenhall, Ansbach, Baum-
holder, Grafenwohr, Hohenfels, Ramstein,
Spangdahlem, Stuttgart, Vilseck, Wiesbaden,
Aviano, Vicenza and Brunssum.

Pacific

Misawa, Zama, Foster, Futenma, Hansen,
Yongsan South Post Nos. 1 and 2, Hum-
phreys, Kunsan and Osan.

Online: equalizerthemovie.com

All the while, Washington provides McCall a
loose-limbed humanity. When he breaks into a bit
of Gladys Knight & the Pips choreography while
joshing around with his coworkers, it’s tough to
imagine the intense Neeson or the buttoned-up
‘Woodward pulling that one off.

Director Antoine Fuqua (“Olympus Has Fall-
en,” “Training Day”), working from the predict-
able script by Richard Wenk (“The Expendables

2,” “The Mechanic”), possesses a flashy authority,

and he injects a sense of energy by using some
of his tricks he learned as a brand-name music-
video director — take, for example, the “rain”
scene in the climax.

Perhaps the most mtrlgumg element in lhe way

Warner Bros. PicTure/MCT

Wallis plays a p

1960s

‘Annabelle’ scares despite
underacting, cheap effects

By RoGER MoORE
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

child’s crayon rolls
across a floor. Curtains
fly back from a window
you thought was closed.
A TV-distracted seamstress looks
at her late-model sewing machine
less and less as the camera zooms
closer and closer to that naked
needle whirring at her fingertips.
An alarming-looking child’s
doll stares out of the corner of
the frame as a puzzled, haunted
young mother steps through a
door in the background.
Sometimes, the best effects are
the cheapest.
“ is another tale of a

McCall has been r d is that W V's
race is not an issue. He never brings it up, and the
myriad of foul-mouthed gangsters and corrupt
cops never use it as an epithet.

At one point, though, McCall is seen reading
“Invisible Man,” Ralph Ellison’s classic 1952
vision of what it’s like to be black in America. It’s
a nice touch, saying what has been unsaid while
also echoing McCall’s life as the unassuming
working stiff who just happens to have a hidden
life as a courageous crime-fighter.

“The Equalizer” might not be a smart movie,
but the filmmakers were smart enough to score
Washington. Some actors, it turns out, are more
equal than others.

“The Equalizer” is rated R for strong bloody violence and
strong language throughout, including some sexual refer-
ences. Running time: 131 minutes

doll possessed, a horror movie of
such hoary conventions that we
meet the “knowing priest” (Tony
Amendola) in the first scene, and
we’re introduced to the helpful,
occult-curious bookstore owner
(Alfre Woodard) before the first
act is through.

There’s nothing surprising
about this late ’60s tale, includ-
ing its connection to the mod-
ern ghost stories told in “The
Amityville Horror” and “The
Conjuring.” But what it lacks
in originality it makes up for in
hair-raising execution.

Mia (Annabelle Wallis) is a
California housewife, pregnant
with her first baby. Her husband,
John (Ward Horton), is a young
doctor and man of science.

A Manson Family-like slaugh-
ter hits the couple living next
door and spills into their lives.
That’s where the murderous cult-
ist Annabelle got her hands on
one of Mia’s antique dolls before
she died. And that’s when strange
things start to happen.

Father Perez (Amendola) has a
theory that feeds Mia’s growing
suspicions about a doll so alarm-
ingly grotesque it could only exist
in a horror movie. And Evelyn
(Woodard), an earthy widow
who lost her child years before,
is laughably matter-of-fact about
the vintage books she sells.

Wallis (TV’s “The Tudors”)
gives a flat, low-heat, soft-voiced
performance. Her underplaying
almost works as a counterpoint
to the rising terror of director
John R. Leonotti’s vintage ef-
fects — baby carriages that roll
on their own, noises in the attic.

f Check movie listings for base theaters at stripes.com/military-life

New on base

“Annabelle” is playing at the
following military facilities:
Europe

Lakenheath, Mildenhall,
Ansbach, Baumholder
Grafenwohr, Ramstein,
Spangdahlem, Stuttgart,
Vilseck, Aviano, Vicenza
and Brunssum.

Pacific

Misawa, Zama, Foster,
Futenma, Hansen, Yongsan
South Post Nos. 1 and 2,
Casey, Humphreys, Kunsan
and Osan.

Online: annabellemovie.com

We’re lulled to sleep by the act-
ing, jolted when something we’ve
seen a million times happens.
Like “Insidious” and “The
Conjuring,” the only goal here is
to raise the hairs on the back of
your neck. And “Annabelle” does,
more than once.
“Annabelle” is rated R for intense
sequences of disturbing violence and
terror. Running time: 98 minutes.

Next to Autobahn A8, Exit 13 (Landstuhl)
Merkurstraie 9, 66877 Ramstein - Miesenbach
6 THEATRES, THX, EX and all Digital Sound
Website submit [T =
www.broadwaykino.com/ kmc
THUR OCT 02 - WED OCT 08
Dracula Untold(R)- Thur 16:00,

Guardians of the Galaxy
(PG13)- Sat & Sun 13:30
The Equalizer (PG13)-

The Giver (PG13)-
Thur 16:00, Fri 15:45, Sat & Sun
16:15, Mon - Wed 16:00

BROADWAY , BARGAIN TUESDAY*

ALL shows 5 € per person*!
Not on holidays / Overlength & 3D price incrase !

Kino =Movie - Movie = Kino
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A recipe for success

‘MasterChef’ winner, Italy native Luca Manfé
touts book, restaurant, chef-for-hire venture

By Kent HARRIS

Stars and Stripes

to promote, a
venture as a
personal cook

uca Manfé will quickly point out that’s taken

that he’s not a trained chef. him across

Yet he achieved a measure | his adopted
of fame and fortune last year country, and
because of a cooking show on American arestaurant
television. in New York
The 33-year-old, who views Aviano, = o open. The
Italy, as home even though he’s spent fame gener-

the past decade in New York City, won
season four of Fox’s “MasterChef,” a
show probably better known for its hard-
to-please host, Gordon Ramsay, than its
contestants.

“It’s not as popular as some shows in
the States,” Manfé said during
arecent visit to Italy that
included a book signing at
the exchange on Aviano
Air Base.

But nearly 6 million
viewers is still a lot
of people. And a bar-
rage of press cover-
age after his victory
proved that he had
alot of supporters
in Italy, including
his parents, who are
longtime employees at
the base.

Italian journalists
“don’t want to talk to
me now,” Manfé said,
smiling. “They’ve moved
on to other things.”

Bu:;?nce Manfé doesn’t

a restaurant i

ated from win-
ning the series
would help
with all of that. And the $250,000 prize is
going to help with the last part.
If his recent book signing was
any indication, the fame is
somewhat lasting. The
exchange quickly sold
the 175 copies it had
in stock, and the line
of people waiting to
get the book signed
stretched to the
entrance.
It wasn’t Manfé’s
first time on base.
His mother,
Bruna Fedrigo,
has worked in
the 31st Con-
tracting Squad-
ron for 26 years.
His father, Fedruc-
cio Manfé, has been
with the 31st Civil
Engineer Squad-
ron for 20

Kent Harris/Stars and Stripes

Luca Manfé signs copies of his book, “My Htalian Kitchen,” for Maj. Adam Tobias,
his wife, Laura, and daughter, Mia, at the Aviano Air Base exchange on Sept. 3.

summers on base mowing lawns.

But gardening wasn’t the only thing on
his résumé before he decided to try out to
become the best home cook in America.
He did work restaurant jobs in three
countries — Italy, Australia and the U.S.
— only none as a chef.

Manfé is modest about his talents. “T
probably know a bit more about food
than the average person. But I don’t have
the knowledge, the technique ... I have
a horﬂhle relationship with yeast and
dough.”

That hasn’t stopped him from creat-
ing his own chef-for-hire venture, called
“Dinner with Luca,” which can be
booked on his website ( com).

most northeastern region. Many natives
speak Friulano, a dialect that’s different
enough from Italian to be considered a
separate language by many. Proud of his
heritage, Manfé credits his mother and
grandmother as his main cooking influ-
ences. Many of the dishes come from
Friuli. His presentation of frico was key
to his success on “MasterChef.” It’s a
dish of fried cheese and potatoes, often
combined with other ingredients, such
as flour, onions, radicchio and meats or
mushrooms.

“Frico. That’s what the name of the
restaurant will be,” he said, taking a
glance at his Amencan wife, Cathenne

38

He’s traveled from Florida to California
to prepare intimate meals for people.
“It’s gone surprisingly well,” he said.
“I'm booked through November.”
ith the his “MasterChef”
ed investors to take

y opening New

k-old son, Luca, I ona

couch at his parents’ home.

His mother said she wasn’t surprised
at his perseverance on the show.

“He’s alwa a
“He tries di
good at finishing then

Eas h{s al
add

been a b

Luca Manfé once cut lawns for

Americans based at Aviano when

he was growing up in ltaly. Today,

many would be happy to have the
cook in their ki

Photo courtesy of Luca Manfé
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THE EUROPE EXPERIENCE

LAST CALL!

Oktoberfest 2014
wraps up on Oct. 5

It’s last call at Oktoberfest, with beer
flowing and rides dipping and twirling
for only one more weekend.

But there’s still time to break out the
lederhosen and dirndls — low-cut Bavar-
ian dresses that are now as likely to be
hot pink satin and black lace as the old
standard blue-and-white. Or just come as
you are and enjoy some of the best brews
Munich, Germany, has to offer.

Oktoberfest, which ends Sunday, offers
something for everyone, even visitors
who don’t drink alcohol. There are whirl-
ing amusement rides and games of skill
and chance on the fairgrounds. There
are souvenir shops selling all kinds of
traditional and silly mementos, including
hats with beer kegs. And don’t miss the
hearty festival eats, including half-meter
bratwursts, roasted chickens, schnitzel
sandwiches and, for the more adventur-
ous, pigs’ knuckles.

About 6 million liters of beer are con-
sumed each year. But if you're looking
to drink liter-sized brews in one of the
famed tents, your only chance is to arrive
early — no seat, no service is the motto
inside. Even spots outside fill up.

Find detailed information at the
event’s official website, oktoberfest.de/
en. And mark your calendar for the 2015
fest, set to kick off on Sept. 19.

TOP TRAVEL PICKS

MarTHiAS SCHRADER/AP

Revelers sing and toast each other in the Hofbrauhaus beer tent on Sept. 28 at Oktoberfi
The world’s largest and most famous beer festival and family fun fair wraps up on Oct. 5.

in Munich,

Paris Motor Show

Those who choose to at-
tend The Paris Mondial de
L’Automobile, or Paris Motor
Show, shouldn’t anticipate a soli-
tary experience: the 2012 edition
of this biannual event attracted
well over a million visitors,
marking it as the best-attended
motor show in the world.

This vast show stretching
across nine pavilions is the place
where the world’s foremost auto
manufacturers show off what’s
been rolling off their production
lines and preview the models
of the future. More than 100
models premiered at the show’s
previous edition, which featured
270 brands from 21 countries.
Scheduled debuts generating
buzz in the trade press include
Bentley’s high-torque Mulsanne
Speed; the high-tech, lightweight
Jaguar XE; and Land Rover’s
laser-powered head-up display
technology.

Another feature is a retrospec-
tive exhibition: “automobiles
and fashion.” Electric vehicles
occupy a significant part of the
exhibition’s space, with thou-
sands of test drives on offer to
the public.

The show opens Saturday and
runs through Oct. 14. Hours are
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. except Thurs-
days and Fridays, when the
venue remains open until 10 p.m.

Admission costs 14 euros

ren Bradbury

See the Europe Traveler blog
at stripes.com/travel/
europe-travel

X

(about $18) for adults and 8 euros
for ages 10-25; those under age
10 enter for free.

The event takes place at Porte
de Versailles, easily reachable by
Paris’ public transportation.

Find more details at mondial-
automobile.com.

Alpine autumn

Lugano, a verdant lakeside
city surrounded by mountains
in Switzerland’s southernmost
canton of Ticino, hosts an annual
autumn festival that includes
music, wine, entertainment,
and an abundance of local food
ready for sampling, taking home
to enjoy or passing on as gifts to
lucky friends.

Ten food catering establish-
ments known as grottini will dish
up regional specialties includ-

ing risotto, minestrone, gnocchi
and polenta, serving their tasty
treats until well past midnight on
Friday and Saturday and until 6
p.m. Sunday. Folk music en-
sembles in bright costumes bring
sound and color to the mix.

A grappa distillery shows how
grapes are turned into brandy.
Free excursions by boat or on
foot allow visitors to see the city
from new perspectives.

The heart of activity is located
at Piazza della Riforma. Kids
can enjoy age-appropriate fun
down by the pier.

The market stalls open at 10
a.m. and close at 10 p.m. Satur-
day and 6 p.m. Sunday.

Get details at tinyurl.com/
ns2gx65.

Ludwigsburg pumpkins

For many, October is syn-
onymous with pumpkins. Those
whose autumns aren’t complete
without the lord of the gourds
should head to an exhibit run-
ning through Nov. 2 on the castle
grounds known as Blithendes
Barock in Ludwigsburg, Ger-
many, some 10 miles north of
Stuttgart.

This impressive display is
billed as the world’s largest of
its type. Pumpkins are used as
building blocks to create works
around a certain theme; this
year the concept of royalty is
explored, with images of “kings”
such as Robin Hood (King of

Thieves) and Elvis Presley ap-
pearing in squash. More than
450,000 pumpkins in S00 variet-
ies are used in the creation of
these sculptures.

Pumpkin is also on the menu,
appearing in soups, burgers,
tartes flambées, spaghetti sauces
and other unexpected places.

‘Weekends throughout October
offer special events. On Sunday,
the competition for Germany’s
heaviest pumpkin is on, with
weigh-ins beginning at 1 p.m. On
Oct. 12, the hunt for the plumpest
pumpkin in Europe takes place
from 1 p.m. On Oct. 19, starting
at 10 a.m., master carvers turn-
ing those huge pumpkins into

works of art.

On Oct. 25, the public is in-
vited to carve Halloween-themed
pumpkins. On Nov. 2, the final
day, the pumpkins will be sliced
and the flesh handed out to park
visitors.

The exhibit runs from 9 a.m.
to 8:30 p.m. daily. Entry costs
8.50 euros (about $11) for adults,
4.20 euros for ages 4-15 and 23
euros for a family card for two
adults and two children. Adult
entry after 5:30 p.m. costs 5.50
euros. Other discount offers are
available.

For more information, see
blueba.de/kuerbisausstellung.
html (German only).

Courtesy of lugano.thirdlight.com

Swiss specialties of the season will be on offer Friday through
Sunday at the annual autumn festival in Lugano, Switzerland.

’ Looking for even more to do? For additional events, concerts and activities, go to stripes.com/military-life
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Up into the mountains

Choose a winding road to enjoy peak Dolomite views in ltaly

By Kent HARRIS

Stars and Stripes

hen the sun is shin-

ing brightly ina

cloudless sky, most

Italians head to the
beach, but some prefer higher
(and cooler) ground.

The Dolomite mountains north
of Aviano Air Base, for example,
aren’t nearly as crowded as the
beaches to the south any time of
year, except when the snow falls.

There are still a few months
before that should happen,
though, and there are several
routes that wind their way up
into the mountains for those in-
terested in breathing air that’s a
little cooler and fresher than that
on the plain below. One of them
starts at Maniago and continues
up to Tolmezzo or branches off to
several other destinations.

On a recent sunny day — and
in a small vehicle capable of
making the climb — we encoun-
tered almost no traffic. Not a
bad thing, considering that some
of the roads seem barely wide
enough for one vehicle.

The SP26 begins at the center
of Maniago and ends just before
the village of Poffabro. It’s one
of six villages in Friuli-Venezia
Giulia given the designation
Borghi piu belli d’Italia (most
beautiful villages in Italy). You
can judge its merits for yourself,
but other than taking in the view
of the surrounding mountains,
there’s not a lot to do in Poffabro.

Backtracking about a mile,
the SP63 begins. This would
be a good route for those who'd
like to get a taste of bicycling
in the mountains but don’t have
the equipment or endurance to
take on heavy climbs. It crosses
the Meduna River and ends at
the SP552. The town of Meduno
— a metropolis in this area — is
off to the right. Going left sends
motorists farther north into the
mountains.

The SP552 continues 40
kilometers (about 25 miles) or so
until it ends at the SSS2 that runs
roughly parallel to the Austrian
border to the north. Much of that
route is winding and narrow
enough to not have any painted
traffic lanes. Those not inter-
ested in spending the night in the
mountains can travel up a short
distance to a trio of towns that
share the same name. The first is
Tramonti di Sotto (Sotto means
lower). The Valtramontina
camping ground nearby is pretty
basic, but there are picnic tables
and rudimentary toilets.

Tramonti di Mezzo (middle)
is smaller and is located off a
branch in the road. Tramonti di
Sopra (upper) is the largest of the
three. The road quickly gets nar-
rower and more winding after
that, so it’s a natural place to
turn around and head back down
the mountains.

harris.kent@stripes.com

Puotos By Kent Harris/Stars and Stripes.

Most Americans who work at Aviano Air Base are most familiar with the part of the Meduna River that
flows near a shopping mall of the same name on the outskirts of Pordenone, Italy. But the river gets its
start up in the mountains.

Lo i .
An early explorer of Italy’s
Dolomite mountains is
immortalized in concrete at
the foot of the bell tower in
Maniago, Haly. Poffabro.

All kinds of vegetation is growing from this hunk of rock along the
SR552, a windy road that weaves through the mountains above

Tolmezzo©

ITALY

ramonti di Sopra
ramonti di Mezzo
Tramonti di Sotto
Poffabrg
o
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\_Maniago
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A\gano Air Base
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Bev SchiLuNG/Stars and Stripes

ON THE QT

DIRECTIONS

Maniago is northeast of Avia-
no and can be reached in sev-
eral ways. The easiest (mainly
the SP19 road) starts at the
industrial area of Aviano and
takes about 15 minutes. Signs
marking the various roads
can be a little spotty, so it’s
best to have a map and follow
the blue signs for the villages
along the route.

TIMES

A rainy or heavily cloudy day
cuts down on the visibility,
and thus, the chance to enjoy
the majestic scenery. Sunny
weather is almost a must,
unless you’re planning to ski
or engage in another winter
activity. Roads are more
crowded on weekends, but
there generally isn’t much
traffic during the spring,
summer and fall.

Italian law requires that snow
tires and/or chains be used on
most parts of this drive from
mid-November to mid-April.

COSTS

Just gasoline for the vehicle
(a full tank to start is a good
idea). No road tolls or entry
fees.

FOOD

Places to eat are few. Meduno
has a couple of options (and
an Agip gas station). There’s
a pizzeria near the southern
end of Lake Redona. Some of
the other villages have some-
times seasonal restaurants or
small stores whose opening
hours (and days) vary widely.
It might be best to bring pic-
nic supplies.

INFORMATION

More information is avail-
able at the region’s tourism
website: turismo.fvg.it.
Many local tourist offices
have brochures and other
information on the area.

— Kent Harris
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A salad with “potato pockets” is among the items on the menu at Bernd’s Blockhaus
and guest house on rolling farmland on the

outskirts of Weilerbach is open only on the weekends.

After

By JENNIFER H. Svan
Stars and Stripes

’m sitting outside with

friends eating good food

that I didn’t cook and drink-

ing a Pils; horses and cows
dot the outlying scenic pastures.
Most happily, my kids are run-
ning around in the grass, enter-
tained by other kids — and not
me. There’s even time to enjoy
dessert or another Pils.

This used to be the stuff of
daydreams. Few restaurant
outings with my youngest family
members could be equated with
relaxing, no matter how kid-
friendly the place.

That’s changed now that
Bernd’s Blockhaus in Wei-
lerbach, Germany, is part of my
life.

Being able to sit down for an
entire meal, however, would be
nothing to write about if the food
was mediocre, which it’s not.

The Blockhaus’ menu is mostly
typical German, but with a few
tasty twists. My favorite is the
salad with three “potato pock-
ets.” They look to be fried, with
a light, flavorful cheesy sauce in
the middle.

If I could give up the potato
pockets for one meal, I would
order the ham and cheese platter.
At first, “ham and cheese plat-
ter” evoked an image of rolled up
American-style ham and cheese
slapped on a plate. But it’s so far
from that. The ham is better than
anything that comes packaged
at the store, and the several va-
rieties of cheese come in blocks
and slices, all served on a wood
cutting board. Sliced pickles and
a basket of brown bread with
butter make it meal-worthy.

Usually, I can measure the
quality of food by the pommes
(french fries), and the Blockhaus
has among the best I've tried
in the area. One perk of having
a 3-year-old: He always leaves

The ham and cheese platter can be ordered
separately and shared among a group. Sliced
pickles and a basket of brown bread with butter

make it meal-worthy.

Location: Head north from
Kaiserslautern on B270; go
west on L367 past the turn

for Weilerbach. Soon after
passing Weilerbach, turn right
onto L356 and then make

an immediate left. A gravel
parking lot is on the left. You
can park there and walk to the
restaurant (follow the signs),
or you can turn right on the
single-lane tractor road and
drive a short distance to the
restaurant. There is plenty of
parking by the restaurant.
Hours: Opens 3 p.m. Friday;
11 a.m. Saturday; 10 a.m. Sun-

BERND’S BLOCKHAUS

day and holidays.
Dress: Casual.
Menu: Mostly German fare
with daily specials. Home-
made cake and ice cream for
dessert. Beer and Palatinate
wine. Menus are in English
and German.
Prices: Portions are generous;
prices are reasonable. Average
meal costs 4 to 10 euros.
More information: Telephone:
(+49) (0)6374-992911; web-
site: bernds-blockhaus.de;
reservations available but not
required.

— Jennifer H. Svan

pommes on his plate.

The restaurant also makes
its own sausage. Daily specials
change weekly, and usually
include a beef dish and some-
times venison. Specials on a
recent Friday night included a
“wild pig” sausage and a venison
goulash. Portions are plentiful,

and prices are reasonable. The
most expensive item on the menu
was the rump steak special with
french fries and salad at 14 euros
(about 18 dollars).

Blockhaus means “log house”
in English. A suitable name, con-
sidering Bernd’s Blockhaus is all
wooden beams and rustic charm,

d’s Blockhaus, which means log house, i
considering that it has wooden beams and rustic charm. The
restaurant is kid- and dog-friendly, with animals dotting its

a suitable name,

Hours: Germany

a combination guest house and
restaurant on pretty farmland
that makes it seem farther than
it is from Kaiserslautern’s dingy
city center.

But the Blockhaus is an easy
drive from Kaiserslautern. It sits
just west of Weilerbach, next to
grassy pastures along a network
of biking and hiking trails. That
makes it a motor-free option for
residents of Weilerbach, Roden-
bach, Mackenbach and other
nearby villages.

The restaurant is open only
on weekends, starting midaft-
ernoon on Friday. It is open for
most of the day on Saturdays and
Sundays.

The weekend schedule is prob-
ably a good thing, because it’s not
the type of place where you can
eat and run. And who would want
to? The Blockhaus is the perfect
place to relax. There’s plenty of
outdoor seating, with big pic-
nic tables in the back affording
panoramic views, and plenty
of grass for kids to run around
on. The restaurant, indoors and
out, is dog-friendly. Though I've
never eaten inside, the interior
looks cozy.

The only flaw in the Blockhaus
experience is ordering food.
Orders are taken outside at a
window — and for some reason,
‘which I haven’t quite figured out
yet, putting in one’s order some-
times takes a really long time,
even if the line is relatively short.
It seems the process is less than
efficient, with staff writing down
orders and calculating meal
costs by hand; sometimes the
same person taking orders is also
the one getting your drinks.

But once your order is placed,
the food comes fast.

Oh, yeah — and the cows. For
a 3-year-old, they can be an irre-
sistible temptation. I had to chase
after mine when he took off after
a herd of Black Anguses.

an, ipes.com

Tempt them
out of bed
with sweet
nutrition

By ALISON SHERWOOD
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

s mornings get
crisper and beds feel
cozier, some of us
need the promise of
a sweet breakfast to get up.
But that doesn’t mean it has
to be unhealthy. Here are two
‘ways to get a satisfying yet
nutritious start to the day.

Bird Bakery Granola

This recipe is from Bird
Bakery in San Antonio.
Ingredients
5 cups old-fashioned rolled
oats
2 cups unsweetened coconut
flakes
2 cups unsalted pistachios
/s cup unsalted pumpkin
seeds
1 tablespoon sea salt
Y5 cup packed light brown
sugar
> cup packed dark brown
sugar
2/s cup maple syrup
2/s cup extra-virgin olive oil
1% cups dried cherries
Directions

Preheat oven to 275 de-
grees. Line two baking sheets
‘with parchment paper. In a
large bowl, mix oats, coconut,
pistachios, pumpkin seeds
and sea salt. In a small sauce-
pan, combine brown sugars,
maple syrup and olive oil. Stir
over low heat until the sugar
dissolves. Pour over oat mix-
ture and stir well to combine.

Spread evenly onto baking
sheets and bake in preheated
oven until golden, about 20 to
25 minutes, rotating pan once
at 10 minutes. Cool at room
temperature. Break up gra-
nola and sprinkle with dried
cherries. Store in an airtight
container. Makes about 20
(V2-cup) servings

Hot Cinnamon
Apple Smoothie

Ingredients
1 medium apple, cored and
cut into large chunks
Y cup raisins or golden
raisins
Y5 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 cup warm water (divided)
Y4 cup cottage cheese
2 tablespoons ground flax
seed
8 pecan halves
Directions

Place apple, raisins, cin-
namon and % cup of the water
in a microwave-safe bowl
and microwave on high 2
minutes. Remove bowl from
microwave and cool at room
temperature 2 minutes. Add
cottage cheese, flax seed, pe-
cans and slightly cooled apple
mixture to a blender along
with the remaining % cup
‘warm water. Blend on high
1 minute, until smooth and
creamy. Serve immediately.
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Conscientious cuisine

Largest food festival in Europe brings earth-friendly treats to Turin, Italy

By JAMES Sajo
Special to Stars and Stripes

hen someone says
“Italy,” one of the
things that comes
into your head is
great food, right? Well, what do
you think of five aircraft hangar-
size buildings full of great food?

That is exactly what you’ll find
if you travel to Turin, Italy, for
the 10th International Salone
del Gusto, a fair that runs from
Oct. 23-27 at Turin’s Lingotto
fairgrounds. It is sponsored by
the city of Turin and Slow Food,
an international member-sup-
ported nonprofit organization.
Its aim is to spread food culture,
promote food quality, protect the
environment and help improve
the quality of life of small food
producers around the world.

The fair is an enormous
international event that brings
together farmers, breeders
and fishermen. It’s a market
that offers food items from 130
countries; it’s a meeting place
for 1,000 world-class chefs, 400
academics and hundreds of
nutrition experts. And, finally,
it’s a food sampling opportunity
for more than 200,000 hungry
visitors. Simply put, Salone del
Gusto is the largest food festival
in Europe.

We are not talking about
supermarket-variety, packaged
fast food here. The products you
can taste or buy are fresh and of
the highest quality There is more
than plucking a tiny piece of
cheese off the end of a toothpick.

Education is one of the prima-
ry goals of the Salone del Gusto.
There are seminars, lectures,
demonstrations, and “taste work-
shops” open to all visitors.

Taste workshops require
advance registration on the fair’s
website or at the entrance to the
fairgrounds. A progress report
on U.N. agricultural projects will
provide information on sustain-
ing agricultural programs for
countries whose population is
perennially suffering malnutri-
tion and starvation.

Many of the seminars and
lectures deal with global hunger.
Discussions cover topics from
saving small family farms, es-
pecially in developing countries,
to providing policy methods to
prevent overfishing. A progress
report on U.N. agricultural
projects will provide information
on sustaining agricultural pro-
grams for countries whose popu-
lations are perennially suffering
malnutrition and starvation.

This year, more than 100 taste
‘workshops are scheduled, with
subjects ranging from a com-
parison of coffees from around
the world (16 euros) and tips for
cooking leftovers (25 euros), to a
session where you’ll learn about
pairing exotic cocktails with
high-end cigars (15 euros).

Salone del Gusto is also about

Courtesy of Slow Food

Artisan honey makers offer the chance to buy at the event that
i and i
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protecting traditional food
produced by small independent
family farms around the world.
A new initiative, called The
Ark of Taste, is a global effort to
save biodiversity. Consider that
over the past 100 years, about 75
percent of the traditional cheese,
grains, fruits and more have
been lost to large-scale industrial

foodies.

food production.

The Ark of Taste records and
protects those products at risk of
extinction. It is a unique effort
to bring to light the connection
between the loss of independent
farms and damage to the envi-
ronment, the loss of income and
opportunities for small produc-
ers and the decay of culture in
the form of recipes, festivals and
traditions.

Visitors are invited to add food

James Saso/Special to
Stars and Stripes

Olive oil vendors present their
products and offer samples at
the annual food fair.

and a new activity this year, a
cooking school, are pretty much
mandatory. The cooking school
allows guests to prepare dishes
as they work alongside master
chefs. Beyond learning a new
recipe, they will have a chance
to learn kitchen skills that can
make gourmet cuisine in the
home a reality.

Plus, there are 17 mixology
sessions in which cocktails are
on the menu. Bartenders from
around the world will give
classes on how to combine fla-
vors to mix traditional cocktails,

Cheese is a universal
palate pleaser. There
are many options

for tasting cheese
treats at the 10th
International Salone
del Gusto, which runs
from Oct. 23-27 at the
Lingotto fairgrounds

in Turin, Kaly. The
festival brings together
food and drink items
from 130 countries
and 1,000 world-class
chefs.

James Saso
Special to Stars and Stripes

and each also has been asked to
invent a drink for the Salone del
Gusto. The Wine Bar will offer
1,000 wines.

In previous years, a visitor
could sample Karakachan cheese
from Bulgaria, artisan mustards
from Germany, 25-year-old
Italian balsamic vinegar and fra-
grant black pepper from Malay-
sia. It could all be washed down
with a selection of microbrew
beer from some 15 countries.

A favorite taste workshop in
the past was called “Honey, Hops
and Horns.” Guests learned how
a hopped-up bitter beer (think
of an American IPA) balances
perfectly with a sweet honey
drizzled over soft sheep cheese.
Yum.

International music nicely
complements the food. More
than 300 musicians from around
the world — including Cam-
eroon, Ethiopia, Argentina,
Canada, Mexico, Bangladesh,
Japan, Ireland and the United
States — will perform through-
out the six-day event.

James Sajo is a writer living in northern
Italy. Find more of his work at james-

sajo.com and follow him on Facebook
at Jim Sajo the Writer.

products (bread, grains, 1
or honey) to an Ark of Taste
stand. Each added item will be
researched to determine of it is a
traditional product in danger of
extinction. If so, it will be added
to the growing global list of pro-
tected food items.

The real challenge at this
global gastronomic gala will
be getting it all in. Wandering
around the huge space of Turin’s
Lingotto Fair Grounds, you’ll
likely want to sample something
exotic. The taste workshops

HAESE «
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KNOW & GO: SALONE DEL GUSTO

Getting there

To get to the 10th International
Salone del Gusto in Turin, Italy,
board the underground at the
main train station (called Porta
Nuova). The Lingotto fair-
grounds are at the last stop on
the line, about a five-minute ride.

Times
11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Thursday

through Sunday, and 11 a.m. to 8
p.m. Monday.

Costs

A one-day ticket to the fair costs
20 euros for adults, 12 euros for
ages 11-18 and over 65, 16 euros
for groups. Multiple-day tickets
are also available. Workshops
cost extra to attend, and prices
vary according to topic covered.

More information
For more information on reser-
vations, prices and more, go to
salonedelgusto.com.
For more on the Slow Food
organization, see slowfood.com.
Watch the video at tinyurl.
com/q3yncksS to catch the real
feel and atmosphere of the fair.

— James Sajo

z [ Wieshaden area

Jim Saso/Special to Stars and Stripes.

Lessons in efficient ways to grow your own produce are offered at
the International Salone del Gusto. Food education and improving
food quality are among the primary goals of the festival.

Booknow! VAT form required,
show your D card. Book directly
on marriott.com via your Mi. code
y T+49(0) 61226010

F:-+49 (0) 6122801 800

Am Schoenberg 18 - 92655 Grafenwoehr
www.ity-hotel-pension-grafenwoehr.de
mail@city-hotel-p
FREE WIRELESS INTERNET ACCESSS
09641-936390

Ostingd

wcourtyardwies

M:
‘baden.com ‘wiesbaden.de

Hotel Forsthaus by Garmisch
Free Breakfast, Family Apartments,

HoTub, Sauna, Dogs Welcome,
American/German Owned,

36 EUR/Person, y, Per Night.

Tel: 08824-9120 - Email: hotel@forsthaus-oberau.de
VAT Forms accepted! www.forsthaus-oberau.de

<

Eicl 3,92655
(Germany) 0175-7235641 or 0151-65708336
(USA) 253.314.8980
Email: info@cozycomerseast.com

Hotel Am See Hotel de France
Kirchenthumbacher te 36 “Hitoical Bt ot
92676 Eschenbach = inwiesbaden's Taunusstrager | T
Tel: +49 (096458444 - Mobil: +49 001754024023 | 1o+ 49 0)611-9597 30 /

: -d net sl irane
FREE WIRELESS INTERNET ACCESS

Situated on the shore of the RuBweiher VAT Forms accepted / Credit Cards accepted.

Pullman Stuttgart Fontana
Vollmoellerstr. 5, 70563 Stuttart-Vaihingen
Tel:0711-7300 - Email: h5425@accor.com
www.pullmanhotels.com
Near the beautiful city park,

close o Kelly & Patch Barracks. A perfect place for
overnight stays as well as onferences and partes.

incx IN7R '
) [
PAPPELYHAUS
Ehn Pltrm Py Frtnrmstanalie 74 a2
Chinese and Mongellan Bullel o:mrmm 5252 Manz-Laitel
[ —— ¥l e 0651 34-SA00
e ] 3380 P, 0941 ST Fwwnmeiing wedende | Tt R H l Gt o fuicy irish Anguns Bergert
: o
Clrivnn Roadturaiy e @0
« PALLAS = RN
Wora " SI/-‘/
Mangalisn Grill-Barbacus
Fallas Greak Specialtios " ey T oy S e
Uritarar Markd 15 5637 Wldan Strallburger Allee 8 KL 65183 Wieshaden ?*
ol P 4 (01961431 62 0631 303 7638 + Free pasking Tel. 01123035808 .-I“'
Carimish-Partenkrchen
Halzofen Pizzeria Am Ssewog :
Waldstr, 40, 66877, Villa im Tal
Ramstein-Miesenbach Fine Dining - Events - Catering
Tek 063719522955 Adamstal 4
i L A e o) Fax 063719572944 #5195 Wheshaden
ADREL-Sm wwwessewoogpizeeriade | Tol 061 1-2386220
Tuagipiméraces 77, KIAET Garmeieh Partseiachen wreillaimtal.de -
Idar-Obersten Mainz / Wieshaden area
ifpafibraieinens 'f:_ 3
Festanrant Dlre-Bamalei i E5T 19 Hofheim Wallau
Iy B P S
N Limuoletribesg.oom
Sy ccaruteptn et hed | NEAMUIE  waaim srassa 52 o
Hasptirae A1 35743 idar - Dhermria & Mgy 5183 Wiesbaden =7
O47H1-JEI ST 06113086110 v i
werw sy et phekanzie de. | - i |
k, b |
ENCHILADA - Te
FUES MECOY recommended
- g Walier-Hallstein Srasse 5-7
T ay eocar® | 68197 Wieshaden {5 minuses from the
; Harserbeny P areg)
Tl 611 45088350
wishiad PRI 2o Tt 113001 T
ilacka e Ereail infodcafe-templatior.de
stk www Cale-temptation.de

o .
. " "._Jfll’f.".' i %
ragpisiad Adwditvrwrss A s
Erich- Cllemhauer- Strasse 106

5199 Wieshaden - Tel. 0611-05834
www.gabriels-nestaurant.de

Tal.0811-187 76313
weww|ndonas-dinecde
Folkrey us an Facebook st
waw fareboal oo fodenas

-




Pace 32 SEIRRES AT *STARS AND STRIPES® Friday, October 3, 2014

WEEKEND

THE PACIFIC EXPERIENCE

Courtesy of JNTO

Cormorant fishing, Japan

More than 40 sightseeing ships set out on the Nagara
River in Gifu pre?ecmre at 6:15, 6:45 p.m. & 7:15
p.m. fo observe cormorant fishermen — usho — catch
sweeffish using trained cormorants, now through Oct.
15. For reservations: finyurl.com/9587eqd.

Other places to observe cormorant fishing:

o Uji River in Kyoto, 0774-23-3334;

® Katsura River in Kyoto, 075-861-0302;

« Kiso River in Inuyama city, 0568-61-0057;
 Nishiki River in Iwakuni, 0827-41-0470.

CELEBRATE FALL IN JAPAN!

The Kanuma Buttsuke Autumn Festival in Tochigi
prefecture is Oct. 11 and 12. The event features
24 giant stalls decorated with carvings carried by
local residents on parade into Kanuma city. Other
festivals include the Autumn Takayama Festival in

Gifu prefecture Oct. 9 and 10; the Sawara Autumn
Festival 2014 in Chiba prefecture Oct. 10 to 12; and
the Autumn Rose Festival at Jindai Botanical Garden
in Tokyo on Oct. 12 to Nov. 4.

Photos courtesy of Kanuma City Sightseeing Association

Courtesy of

Naha Tug of War, Okinawa

On Oct. 12, 11:30 a.m.-5 p.m., about 15,000
people will participate in a tug of war, pulling
on a 200-meter giant rope. It is on Route 58,
Kumoji intersection.

f Looking for even more to do? For additional events, concerts and activities, go to stripes.com/military-life

“ESCAPE TO THE HEART OF TOKYO!”
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MAvailable

RESERVATIONS FOR ROOMS: room_rsv@thenewsanno.com

or DSN 229-7121 CML 03-3440-7871 EXT.7121

We will respond with a confirmation number or contact you if your first choice of dates is not available.
For current availability, call our Reservation Desk or check our website: www.thenewsanno.com
Available dates on the above calendars are subject to change without notice.

Available

Like us
on Facebook

&) THE NEW SANNO

M TEMPLE UNIVERSITY

M ]Japan Campus

Use Your Gl Bi“ to

Earn an American Degree in I0KYO

Admissions Counseling Office
2-8-12 Minami Azabu, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-0047
E-mail: ac@tuj.temple.edu Tel: 03-5441-9800

www.tuj.ac.jp #TUJapan n! uﬂ
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New to a city? Let Villy be
your neighborhood guide

ALIGHT!: Jinju Namgang Yudeung Festival, South Korea ey

This festival, now through Oct. 12 in Jinju, includes the floating of lanterns carrying What it does: Recommends neighbor-
o " hoods and hotels best suited to you based

personal wishes along the Namgang River and a parade of lanterns created by students. on what you want to do on your trip. Des-

: H i L 2 tinations include Bangkok, Thailand; Bar-
For more: yudeung.com and tinyurl.com/qfnrw4r. celona, Spain; Berlin; London; New York;
Courtesy of KTO NY Paris; Rome; and Seoul, South Korea; with
Amsterdam and
Tokyo coming
soon.
What's hot:
First, pick your
city, then click on
your interests from
a short list that in-
cludes restaurants,
bars and pubs,

w ing and
shopping. Then, note who will be traveling
and your per-night hotel budget, hit explore
and be prepared to be impressed as a map
of neighborhoods appears. The left half of
the page lists why the neighborhood has
been selected. You can see a drop-down
list of neighborhoods that have been scored
for you, or you can click on more recom-
mended hotels. Hotel price, Villy score
(based on its own algorithm), TripAdvisor
rating and distance to subway stops are
also at the ready. The site is simple to use,
and travelers can quickly fine-tune their
results. Note: Mobile friendly too.

What's not: This travel website im-
pressed me. I thought the one thing that
could improve a user’s experience would
be additional destination content. Recom-
mendations were spot on, but for the trav-
eler new to the city, I wanted more travel
descriptions about neighborhoods.

— Jen Leo/Los Angeles Times

“ Traveling
on Orders?

Save Navy's Dollars...
Stay At NGIS!

Navy Gateway Inns and Suites

The official and preferred lodging choice for all TDY travelers offers :

* Proiessionally managed, comiortable accommodations

* Convenient locations near work assignments Free
and base amenities Internet

* A welcoming atmosphere and stellar customer service Access!

Make your individual er group reservations now!

We Welcome:

* Active duty and retired military, * Business/TDY guests on official travel
reservists, NAF and Do) employses ~ * Space-available travelers

* Sponsored friends and lamilies (no orders required)

Planning a meeting, conference or catered event?
We can help! Talk to our managers.

Creating comfortable guest
services for those we serve: ; )
Today and Tomorrow! To Make Reservations:

~/1-877-NAVY-BED (628- )
or www.dodlodging net
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IRRAWADDY RIVER

By Jamie Rica
Special to The Washington Post

he driver swerved around pe-
destrians, motorbikes and mules
as our hired SUV sped through
Mandalay on a hot July day. Rid-
ing in the back seat, I gripped the headrest
in front of me and hung on for dear life.
Dust swirled as we pulled off the pavement
and came to a stop on a dirt path. Nearby,
families sat on the ground weaving large
sheets of bamboo, and cows foraged in the
piles of garbage strewn about the banks of
the Irrawaddy River.
“Is this the right place?” I thought to
myself.
Then the driver eased behind a tall wood-
en wall, and chaos gave way to sophistica-
tion. The dust settled, along with my nerves,

Villagers fortify walls of
the Irrawaddy riverbanks

Jamie Rick/For The Washington Post

as I gazed at the antique European river
cruiser that stretched before us in the latte-
colored water. A local woman in a tailored
sarong and a blond-haired man wearing
a sport coat stood smiling at the top of the
gangplank, holding glasses of fresh-pressed
mango juice to welcome me and my hus-
band, Brian, on our three-night luxury
cruise aboard the Road to Mandalay.

Drink in one hand and luggage in the
other, we stepped over the threshold of
the 333-foot vessel’s entrance and set off
a barrage of hospitality. Greeters whisked
away our bags and replaced them with wet
jasmine-scented cloths to soothe our hands
and faces. A polite stewardess showed us
to our compact but plush cabin overlooking
the Irrawaddy. With an hour to spare before
setting sail, Brian and I changed into the

soft white bathrobes hanging in the closets
and wasted no time booking our first activ-
ity: a 90-minute spa treatment complete
with Himalayan salts.

Minutes later, a petite massage therapist
was sinking her oil-softened hands deep
into my shoulders. And the peace inside the
tiny teak-trimmed cabin was disturbed only
by the welcome hum of the engines and the
sound of water lapping against the hull as
we pulled away from the shore.

While my fellow cruisers set sail from the
sun-drenched top deck, waving to bamboo
merchants along the riverbanks, I departed
on my journey from two decks below, in a
dimly lit, floral-scented well-being room,
my eyes shut and my thoughts turning to
the forthcoming adventure.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 35
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Brian and I had booked this cruise to pamper our-
selves and to reconnect far from distractions back
home in Florida. But you don’t travel across the globe
to a country emerging from decades of isolation just to
sip champagne and read George Orwell’s “Burmese
Days” by the pool. You cruise Myanmar (also known as
Burma) because you want a little dust on your feet, bit-
ter tea leaf salad in your belly and a holiday with some
gumption.

Luxury hospitality brand Belmond, formerly Orient
Express, has offered glamour and grit on Burma’s Ir-
rawaddy River since 1996 with its 50-year-old German
river cruiser Road to Mandalay. The atmosphere on the
long, slender boat reflects a decidedly vintage but also
eclectic mix of Burmese, British, modern and tradi-
tional styles. Polished teak flooring and molding give the
boat a rich, timeless appeal. Fine Asian fabrics accent
the furniture in the common areas and the bedding in
the cabins. The sprawling observation deck is the show-
piece, with its scalloped canopy, dipping pool, cocktail
bar and outdoor-living-room lounges. A fitness room,
nightly entertainment, spa rooms, world-class cuisine
and an attentive staff round out the luxury.

The boat carries up to 82 passengers, offering a posh
oasis in a nation of thatched-hut villages, rice paddies
and thousands of Buddhist pagodas. Despite the open-
ing up of the economy in 2012 and growing numbers
of tourists, cellphones and motor scooters, Myanmar’s
a country where villagers still bathe in the river, pull
water from wells, live in houses made of bamboo and
plow their fields with oxen.

Aboard ship, some of Myanmar’s best old-world
culinary traditions commingle with new-world flavors
in the dining room, which is decorated with oil-lamp
sconces and white tablecloths. For our first lunch, we sat
at a table overlooking the rolling river and ate medleys
of local salads, sipped spicy
soups and sampled curries
off the buffet.

Not long after lunch, we
docked a few miles upriver
from our starting point and
disembarked for a tour of
Mandalay. Sixteen of us,
from countries as far-flung
as Canada, Egypt and New
Zealand, split into small
groups and climbed into
minibuses that would ferry
us to various heritage sites
and Buddhist temples.

Our group’s Belmond
guide, Thet, explained
that we should remove
our shoes when entering
pagodas, out of respect for
Buddhist tradition. Then he

led us on a barefoot stroll "
through Kuthodaw Pagoda, |emse. ‘
with its long rows of 729 il

‘white domed stupas, each
containing a marble slab
inscribed with ancient Bud-
dhist scriptures. They’re -
collectively known as the
world’s largest book, Thet
said. Next we traipsed
through Shwenandaw Monastery, the only
remaining original structure from Mandalay
Palace, which was destroyed in World War II.
'With no guards or signs keeping tourists at bay,

I explored the intricately carved rooms made of
teak covered in gold leaf, which is fading now,
thanks to the thousands of visitors who care-
lessly touch the walls, altars and pillars.

I saw only one warning at the monastery: a
small plastic sign propped on the stairs lead-
ing to the main Buddha statue. “Ladies are not
allowed to enter,” it read. Eye-rolls from some of
the women in our group quickly turned to chuck-
les when one of our fellow cruisers, 19-month-old
Jasmine, picked up the sign and toddled around
the gilded room.

After Jasmine’s peaceful protest, our band of
sightseers headed to the city’s marble quarter,
‘where artisans carve large blocks of rugged
stone into shiny cross-legged Buddhas.

The Buddha count rose with each place that
Thet took us to. Throughout the afternoon he told
us about royal dynasties and Burmese generals
and monks. He talked about architecture and
explained the meaning of the Buddha’s hand
gestures. He showed us gold-leaf, silk-weaving
and lacquerware workshops, where the condi-
tions are rudimentary at best and ancient crafts
are forged by hand. But by the third hour, I'd

Gene Toree/The ington Post

KNOW & GO

* When we travel: Belmond, a luxury holiday con
pany, offers river cruises in Myanmar from Janu

April and July to December.

« Cost: Three-night cruises between Mandalay and
Bagan italt at $2,500 per person. Seven- and 11-night

itiner: explon ing Myanmai ncient cities and

sailing through gorges and teak fi tart at $3,600

and $4,000 per person.

* For more information, call 1-800-524-2420, or

belmond.com.

ry to

Lake in Mandalay,
Myanmar.

PHotos gy Jamie Rick/
For The Washington Post

Fishermen cast their
i lines on Taungthaman

reached the guided-tour saturation point.

At our last stop, the U Bein Bridge, our group scat-
tered. Brian and I wandered along the 200-year-old
teak boardwalk that stretches three-quarters of a mile
over Taungthaman Lake. Fishermen waded in the lake,
and tourists snapped photos of the sun sinking lower in
the sky.

On Day 2 of the trip, Brian and I slept late in our cozy
stateroom, skipping a photo-op with monks collecting
alms near the ship’s berth. We were ready to change
course, cruise down the river at 12 knots toward Bagan
and settle into the cushioned chaises on the sunny ob-
servation deck. We’d actually expected more than one
full day of sailing, but with only 115 miles of waterway
separating Mandalay and Bagan, there isn’t much
distance to cover. Once we shoved off, I whiled away the
six-hour trip lounging by the pristine pool, looking at
the villages along the riverbanks, reading local English-
language newspapers and having my fortune told by the
onboard astrologer, Sayar.

I sat with the white-robed mystic at a small table
outside the ship’s piano bar. As he frantically scribbled
lines, dots and tic-tac-toe boxes in his notebook, I
blocked out Brian’s warning that this was a sham. I
hoped that Sayar was the real deal.

“Ah, you are a liberal woman,” he said, raising
his index finger and peering over his dark-rimmed
glasses.

Good, he’s on to somethmg, I thought.

“You have a sister,” he said.

Well, that didn’t last long.

“Nu," Isaid.

“A brother?”

Inodded and cracked a sideways smile, a bit de-
flated. According to Sayar’s calculations, I was born
under the sign of the Tiger, giving me “the courage to
face any of life’s challenges.” Then he warned me to
stay away from skiing, dogs and electronics
— easy advice to follow on a boat in the tropics
with no Internet access.

The rest of his predictions boiled down to
health and prosperity, which inspired a wish
that I made later that night after dinner, as we
sipped Burmese brandy and released minia-
ture hot-air balloons from the boat’s top deck,
a tradition from Myanmar’s festival of lights.
Two paper lanterns, fueled by flames and a
swift wind, carried 16 wishes off into the sky.

Anchored in Bagan for our last day, we
ditched the afternoon group tour to go bicy-
cling with Road to Mandalay’s manager, Steve
Locke, a New Zealander who'd first visited
Myanmar in 1995. Perched atop a well-worn
mountain bike, I pedaled down sandy paths
‘winding through Bagan’s peanut and bean
farms. Red-brick pagodas with pointy bell-
shaped stupas appeared in every direction.
Some pagodas towered like Burmese castles
'with sweeping archways leading to ornate
chambers holding golden Buddhas, while
others squatted by the roadside looking more
like small kilns than places of worship. With
reddish dust flying from our tires, Brian and I
followed Locke as he zipped up a pathway and
hopped off his bike in front of a large, vacant
pagoda.

“Right. Up there,” he
said, pointing a beam of
light up a narrow, dark,
crumbling staircase. We
ascended the steep pas-
sageway one at a time to
an opening flooded with
sunlight.

A stunning 360-degree
vista greeted us at the
top. A summer breeze
blew off the Irrawaddy in
the distance. Thousands
of centuries-old red-brick
domes rose out of an
untamed wilderness of
low acacia trees as far as
we could see.

Instinctively, I reached
for my camera, but it was
on the boat.

“You'll just have to
take a picture with your
mind,” said Locke, plac-
ing his finger against his
temple.

And so I stood near the
edge of the brick terrace,
looked at the horizon and
made a memory I'll never
forget.
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Lady Antebellum sounds like it's headed back to earlier heights

Lady Antebellum

747 (Capitol Nashville)

ady Antebellum took off at

Jjet speed with back-to-back

multiplatinum albums in 2008

and 2010. Since then, while

continuing to score radio hits,

the trio’s sales leveled out and
started drifting downward.

The group’s fifth album, “747,” sounds
like a concerted effort to head back toward
the stratosphere. After a couple of uneven
albums, “747” has a cohesive, celebratory
feel that brings out the best in members
Dave Haywood, Charles Kelley and Hillary
Scott.

Landing on a sound all its own, Lady
Antebellum presents pop-flavored, adult-
oriented country music that stands out
from Nashville’s party-all-the-time male
singers and the hard-edged, aggressive
female stars. The inter-weaving voices of

Scott and Kelley have a buoyancy and
maturity that returns on “747,” an album
that ranks with the trio’s previous best,
2010’s “Need You Now.”

The first single, “Bartender,” is a
grown-up take on country music’s current
obsession with hard drinking. But the
album has better songs: the beautifully
sensual “Damn You Seventeen,” the
musically and vocally complex “Down
South,” the sultry, spiritual “One
Great Mystery” and the yearning
“Lie With Me,” which makes good
use of the clever double-entendre in
the title and chorus.

With “747,” Haywood, Scott and
Kelley find their own distinctive path
once again. Long may they fly.

— Michael McCall
The Associated Press
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Adult version
of singer shines
on new release

Blake Shelton’s public persona
— amix of smart-aleck whimsy
and thoughtful sensitivity — has
made him country music
most ubiquitous male star. A
full-grown man with a boyish

cheekiness,
Blake Shelton

his ea:
Bringing Back likability
the Sunshine

has made
(Warner Nashville) him a con-
summate
award-show host, a high-profile
judge on “The Voice” and a
constant presence in ads acri
print, the web and TV.

His recent albums draw on
both sides of this personality
— but it doesn’t always work as
well on record. His new “Bring-
ing Back The Sunshine” con-
nects mostly when he sounds like
a busy adult trying to balance
love and career.

“Lonely Tonight,” an impas-
sioned love song performed as a
duet with the wonderful Ashley
Monroe, shows off his vocal and
emotional range. Other romantic
cuts, like the fiery “I Need My
Girl” and the wistful “Just South
Of Heaven,” prove hor
Shelton can deliver a well-writ-
ten song.

The boyish side comes out
when Shelton slips into a sweet,

roove. The hit “Neon
Light” is lighthearted fun, but
songs like “Gonna” and “A Gi
where he assumes the role of a
guy half his age, he stops being
believable. And credibility is just
as important in country
i hen sitting
in the judge’s chair.
Michael McCall
The Associated Press

Blake Shelton leans
toward maturity
this time out.

NBC
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Prince
ART OFFICIAL AGE (Warner Bros.)

By RanpaLL ROBERTS
Los Angeles Times

‘ever let it be said that

Prince doesn’t retain the

capacity to both dazzle and

baffle. Through 36 years in
the spotlight and one of the most in-
fluential of his generation, the man
born Prince Rogers Nelson still
pushes like he’s gunning for fresh
fame and acclaim.

With each effort, a consistent
flow of art since his 1978 debut,
“For You,” the 56-year-old seems
intent not just on challenging his
muse but also on silencing the crit-
ics, feeding his public and remind-
ing his musical offspring that he’s
still here, that he’s still Prince and
that when he commits his sharp-
ened mind and dexterous digits,
he can mess you up, make you
shake your head in disbelief.

Further evidence of his der-
ring-do permeates his two new
and distinctively varied albums,
“ART OFFICIAL AGE” and
“PLECTRUMELECTRUM.”
Released simultaneously on
Tuesday, the dueling records
are a homecoming with a label,
‘Warner Bros., that ferried
Prince to worldwide fame but
that he later implied owned
him as a slave. Combined, the
albums reveal a muse blissfully
free of constraints.

At their best, songs suggest
an explorer freshly refueled
by the Mothership and eager
to roam. Tracks burst with
aural delight while honoring
their creator’s noble weird-
ness — at one point during his
rant against cloud comput-
ing, “Clouds,” Prince zips 45
years into the future after a
period of suspended anima-
tion — and sense of humor.

For example, this “Tic Tac
Toe” refrain: “Like a bunch
of blind people playing tic tac
toe/Who knows where the
zeros and the Xs go?”

But the records also reveal
his flaws: Prince errs on the
side of bounty, is blind to the occasional
clunker and still fancies himself a talent
scout when he has his pick of could-be
collaborators.

The full-lengths are at odds themati-
cally and sonically: “ART OFFICIAL
AGE” flows with synthetic beats, fake
hand claps, futuristic bleeps, chipmunk-
style vocals, rap, modernist R&B and a
brand of digital seduction that Prince does
better than anyone. The other, “PLEC-
TRUMELECTRUM,” rocks hard and
with great distortion, and it seems a kind
of negation of “ART OFFICIAL AGE.” At
various times, “PLECTRUM” sounds like
aresponse to the work of the Black Keys,

Prince dazzles, baffles
on new album releases

Jimi Hendrix and Gary Clark Jr. Both
albums share a song, “Funknroll,” which
Prince performs two ways.

Though the rock record has its mo-
ments and is ferociously played, its songs
are relatively flat. If you’re looking for a
freaky good time, “ART OFFICIAL AGE”
is your ticket.

Doubt Prince can still bring it? Cue
up that album’s “Breakdown,” your new
favorite sad Prince-wails-like-he’s-losing-
it ballad, replete with laser-gun sounds.

I can already imagine actor-comedian
Maya Rudolph mimicking Prince’s stut-
ter-phrased, falsetto-peaked line, “waking
up in places that you would never believe.”

Prince released two
new albums, “ART

OFFICIAL AGE” and
“PLECTRUMELECTRUM,”
on Tuesday.

Warner Bros.

The not-so-coy seduction of “Breakfast
Can Wait” is a musical riff on the funny
story that aired on “Chappelle’s Show” in-
volving Prince, sibling comedians Charlie
and Eddie Murphy, entourages, late-night
basketball and early-morning pancakes.
If your response to the first minute of
“Art Official Cage,” the opening track on
“ART OFFICIAL AGE” is slack-jawed dis-
belief, you're not alone. Prince introduces
the album with a 129 beats-per-minute
disco-house thumper. Exactly one minute
in, the now-cliched sample of a blaring
air horn arrives out of the blue, like a
party-starting Diplo has just burst into the
studio for an ecstatically dumb cameo.

tA

Prince
PLECTRUMELECTRUM (Warner Bros.)

The future-freakiness of that
Jjam moves like a compact, electro-
botic Prince version of “Bohemian
Rhapsody,” with oddball U-turns, a

synthetic bass-drop, a guitar solo,
Prince vocoder, the sound of our
hero being water-boarded (!), a
string quartet and mini movements
that spin into double- and triple-time
blasts. It’s a glorious mess, all in a
song that clocks in at less than four
minutes.
Other revelations? “The Gold

Standard” proves Prince can nail

a hard, synthetic funk jam better

than inheritors Robin Thicke and

Justin Timberlake and as power-
fully as at any time in a career
of classic groovers like “Kiss,”
“Housequake,” “1999” and “Life
O’ the Party.” His glistening cry

can drench a ballad with juiciness.
“U Know” is as curiously modern
as similar efforts by upstarts like
Miguel, the Weeknd or Frank
Ocean.

The rest of that record is shock-
ingly heavy, sonically sophis-
ticated and filled with enough
musical loop-to-loops as anyone
has a right to expect from Prince,

each eight measures a new
epiphany. The aforementioned
“Breakdown” is as searing a love
letter as anything he’s done since
he split with Warner Bros. in the
mid-"90s. It’s an instant classic
Prince ballad.
“PLECTRUMELECTRUM,”
though, illustrates that Prince
isn’t as gifted an editor of his
rock work. It stars his new out-
fit, 3rdEyeGirl (Prince, Han-
nah Ford Welton, Ida Nielsen,
Donna Grantis). As a backing
band, they’re unimpeachable,
as Prince himself sings on
“Fix Ur Life Up”: “A girl with
a guitar is 12 times better than
another crazy band of boys.”
He and his band move
through riffs, guitar solos

and drum fills with a com-

pact tightness that shouldn’t

surprise; Prince is a legend-

ary taskmaster. The problem,

though, is that half the songs,
most obviously “White Caps,” should have
landed on the cutting-room floor. In fact,
of the dozen rock tracks, only the middle
third could be arguably included on a
Peak Prince mixtape.

It’s tough to criticize Prince for offering
such a welcome bounty, even if some of it’s
so-so. After all, who among the "80s super-
stars remains as relevant? U2? Madonna?
Bruce Springsteen? I'll take the flawed,
weird Prince rock of “PLECTRUM-
ELECTRUM?” over a conservatively bland
U2 or Springsteen album any day. And I'll
take an exquisite Prince R&B album like
“ART OFFICIAL AGE” over pretty much
anything else released this year.
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Odd couple, sweet sounds

Bennett, Gaga exhibit special chemistry on collection of duets

Irving Berlin’s “Cheek to Cheek” and Duke
Ellington’s “It Don’t Mean a Thing (If It Ain’t Got
That Swing)” are both briskly paced with Gaga’s
high-register vocals spinning around Bennett’s
middle-range lines with the two engaging in some
crisp harmonizing and occasional scatting. On
the Nat King Cole hit “Nature Boy,” Gaga shows
a different side, breathily caressing the lyrics and
softly blending her lines with Bennett’s, backed
by a lush orchestral arrangement and the late
Paul Horn’s airy flute solo.

This is a liberating album for Gaga, who shows
that she doesn’t need the outlandish meat dress-
es, voice-altering electric effects and elaborate
stage shows to make an
impact because her voice
stands out on its own. Had
she been born in an ear-
lier era, Gaga would have
been right at home in an
MGM musical. On her solo

IR AT *STARS AND STRIPES® Friday, October 3,2014

Tony Bennett has never forgotten the boost he
got when Frank Sinatra declared him “the best
singer in the whole business.” Now it’s Bennett’s
turn to grant his imprimatur to another Italian-
American singer from New York: Stefani Ger-
manotta, better known as Lady Gaga.

Bennett and Gaga first teamed up on his
Grammy-winning 2011 “Duets II” CD to per-
form the standard “The Lady Is a Tramp,” with
Gaga displaying impressive vocal chops. It turns
out that this seemingly odd couple — separated
in age by 60 years — both share a passion for
the Great American Songbook and jazz singing,
‘which Gaga says she first took up as a teenager.

That led them to record “Cheek to
Cheek” — only the second full album
that Bennett has done with another
singer in his nearly 70-year record-
ing career. The first was the sublime
2002 album, “A Wonderful World,”
with k.d. lang, on which the two

AP

Tony Bennett
& Lady Gaga

Cheek to Cheek (Interscope/Columbia)

sounds at 88 with a voice

voices blended smoothly on a sub- features, Gaga sings softly  that though raspier than
dued collection of ballads associated and with restraint on Por-  in his early years has
with Louis Armstrong. ter’s ballad “Ev’ry Time matured gracefully like

There’s a completely different
chemistry on “Cheek to Cheek,”
starting with the opening track, Cole
Porter’s “Anything Goes,” with the
duo trading lines in a bright, brassy
big-band swing arrangement. A
sassy Gaga enthusiastically belts out
her lines, while Bennett is as always
elegant and precise in his phrasing.

We Say Goodbye,” and
shows her vulnerability
in an emotional rendition
of Billy Strayhorn’s “Lush
Life,” clearly identifying
with the song’s theme of
loss and heartache.

The only surprise with
Bennett is how vibrant he

fine wine, taking on
more emotional depth,
as reflected in his solo
numbers, “Don’t Wait
Too Long” and Elling-
ton’s “Sophisticated
Lady.”
— Charles J. Gans
The Associated Press

LEOMARD COHEN

POPULAR
PROULEMS

Leonard Cohen

Popular Problems (Columbia)

Song poet Leonard Cohen
celebrates turning 80 with
the release of his 13th album.
Creatively, Cohen seems to be
picking up the pace: “Popular
Problems” comes hot on the
heels of the exemplary “Old
Ideas,” which came out in 2012
after an eight-year wait. But mu-
sically and philosophically, the
Zen versifier preaches infinite
patience. “I'm slowing down the
tune, I never liked it fast,” he
sings on the aptly titled opener
“Slow.” “You want to get there
soon, I want to get there last.”

We're in gravelly, nearly Tom
‘Waitsian vocal territory on this
nine-song set, but while Cohen’s
degraded rasp is not an attrac-
tive instrument at this stage, he
still writes pretty, witty, worldly-
wise songs that, with the help
of producer Patrick Leonard,
are presented with uncluttered,
stately grace.

— Dan DeLuca
The Philadelphia Inquirer

Dr. John

Ske-Dat-De-Dat: The Spirit of Satch
(Concord Music Group)

Many tribute albums fall
flat, and star duets can seem
forced, but Dr. John manages to
avoid these traps in his wonder-
fully eccentric homage to Louis
Armstrong. This is one of New
Orleans’ finest paying tribute to
one of the city’s musical found-
ing fathers, and it’s as relaxed
and joyful as can be. Instead of a
note-by-note re-creation of some
of Armstrong’s most loved clas-
sics, this is a swinging free-for-
all, beautifully arranged, with
horns that alternately punch and
soothe. No one could successfully
imitate Armstrong’s voice, so the
raspy Dr. John and his guests
don’t even try. The album works
both as a standalone piece and a
celebration of Armstrong’s spirit
— the final track, “When You're
Smiling (The Whole World
Smiles With You),” seems like a
personal note of thanks to Louis.
— Gregory Katz
The Associated Press

Jennifer Hudson
JHUD (RCA)

Jennifer Hudson’s new album,
“JHUD,” would fly off the
shelves if every copy included a
tiny stage, complete with min-
iature Jennifer Hudson singing
live.

Her voice — that powerful
instrument capable of toppling
pillars, and sending wigs into a
tailspin — is what enraptured
“American Idol” audiences back
in 2004, and the rest of the world
in 2006 with “Dreamgirls,”
which won Hudson an Oscar.

But three albums into
Hudson’s music career, the
Grammy-winning star still
sounds like she’s singing other
people’s music. That is to say,
while “JHUD” is a solid collec-
tion of tracks, Hudson seems to
be conforming to fit a sound and
persona not her own.

Here’s hoping that her next
set is as unique and powerful as
she is.

— Melanie J. Sims
The Associated Press

alt-)
This Is All Yours (Atlantic)

The new album from alt-J isn’t
supposed to exist. Nobody, we’'re
told, wants to hear this kind of
stuff anymore. The album — and
especially this artsy kind of
album — is dead.

Yet here is “This Is All Yours”:
weird, complex, goofy, sublime,
baffling and completely unlike
anything else out so far this year.
You might say the album has
arrived just in time, spicing up
abland year with something of
a puzzle for listeners who prefer
their music complex (or fairly
inscrutable, in this case).

“This Is All Yours” is probably
a concept album. Maybe about
traveling the world and opening
your eyes to new experiences. Or
about hooking up. Who knows?
There’s not enough time in the
day to sort it out, and a lot of
the references are delightfully
nonsensical.

— Chris Talbott
The Associated Press

Interpol
El Pintor (Matador)

Great news, Interpol fans!

On its new album, “El Pintor,”
Interpol sounds like Interpol and
not the imploding outfit behind
the disappointing “Interpol”
album in 2010. It’s no surprise,
really, that they sound best on
“Everything Is Wrong,” which
welds dark thoughts and dance
beats in a way that would make
Joy Division proud, as singer
Paul Banks channels cultivated
cool over Daniel Kessler’s chilly
guitar riffs. They do warm up
a bit on the catchy, club-ready
“All the Rage Back Home,”
which rolls dangerously close to
pop happiness. “El Pintor” does
stretch, but mostly back to the
sound that made Interpol one of
New York’s leading bands of the
Aughts.

— Glenn Gamboa

Newsday
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NEW ON DVD

“24: Live Another Day”: The steely-eyed
Kiefer Sutherland returns as Jack Bauer for
another complicated spy storyline. The ac-
tion has shifted to London, and instead of the
season running 24 episodes, it is only 12. But
everything else is pure high-octane Bauer.
It’s safe to say “24” works so well because
Sutherland has found the right mixture of
patriot, renegade, humanitarian and rebel.
All it takes is one look from him to know that
what seems like the end of his days is just
another super hurdle to climb. Sutherland
has said the series would work without Jack
Bauer because the structure is what keeps
fans watching. That’s absurd. A “24” without
Bauer would be like a “Rambo” movie with-
out Sylvester Stallone or a “Die Hard” movie
without Bruce Willis. It’s been awhile since
Bauer has saved TV at least one day a week
with his reluctant hero antics. Even though
the series is shorter, it is still twice as good
as most of the action shows on TV.

OpeN Roap Fims/AP

Jon Favreau, left, and John Leguizamo star
in the recent DVD release “Chef.”

Also new on DVD:

“Chef”: A chef who loses his restaurant
job starts up a food truck business.

“Transformers: Age of Extinction”

“Motown 25: Yesterday, Today, Forever”:
The 1983 TV special best remembered for
Michael Jackson’s moonwalk.

“The Mentalist: The Complete Fifth

“Sordid Lives”: Actor faces truth about his
dysfunctional family.

“The Paranormal Diaries: Clophill”: Six
investigators head to one of the world’s most
haunted places.

“Mike & Molly: The Complete Fourth
Season”

“The Field of Blood, Set 1”: Newspaper
employee learns a murder story involves her
family.

“NYPD Blue: Season 7”: Andy Sipow-
icz (Dennis Franz) finds solace in his new
partner.

“Walker, Texas Ranger: The Reunion”:
Walker’s asked to help investigate a potential
assassination attempt.

“Third Person”: Paul Haggis film starring
Liam Neeson.

“Agatha Christie’s Marple, Series 6”:
Julia McKenzie stars in the final three epi-
sodes from the TV series.

“Ivory Tower”: Documentary about the
American higher education system at a
crisis point.

“Nightcap”: Thriller with comic under-
tones about the fine art of killing.

“The Mystery of Agatha Christie with
David Suchet”: David Suchet goes on a jour-
ney to learn more about the author.

“Audrey Hepburn Collection”

“Sabrina,” and “Breakfast at Tiffany’s

“Enemy of the Reich: The Noor Inayat
Khan Story”: Woman serves as a British spy
in Paris during World War II.

“Gone with the Wind 75th Anniversary
Ultimate Collector’s Edition”: New special
features include Clark Gable and Vivien
Leigh attending Atlanta premiere.

“Sniper: Legacy”: Tom Berenger returns
as Master Gunnery Sergeant Thomas Beck-
ett.

— Rick Bentley/The Fresno Bee

The Fresno Bee

here’s no big mystery as to why two-
time Academy Award nominee Viola
Davis signed on to star in the new
drama from producer Shonda Rhimes,
“How to Get Away with Murder.”

It was killer material.

“I wanted to have a character that kind of took
me out of my comfort zone. That character hap-
pened to be in a Shonda Rhimes show,” Davis
says. “And so I did the only smart thing that any
sensible actress would do, and I took it. I dove at
it. And I love the fact that she’s messy and myste-
rious and you don’t know who she is.”

The role that sidetracked Davis from what had
become a very successful film care one that
has included Oscar nods for her work in “The
Help” and “Doubt” — is the strong and brilliant
professor and defense attorney Annalise Keating.
She’s as passionate about what she does in the
courtroom as her work in the classroom.

Each year, Keating selects four law students to
help her with the legal cases she’s still arguing.
The relationship gets a little tricky with the latest
batch because of a deadly event. Billy Brown,
Alfred Enoch, Jack Falahee, Katie Findlay, Aja
Naomi King, Matt McGorry, Karla Souza, Charlie
Weber and Liza Weil also star.

There was a time when film actors would balk
at being in a TV show. Davis says those days are
over because there is so much good material
available on network and cable programs.

“I think people migrate towards material, espe-
cially after they reach a certain age,” Davis says.
“I will be bold enough to say that I have gotten so
many wonderful film roles, but I've gotten even
more film roles where I haven’t been the show.
It’s like I've been invited to a really fabulous
party, only to hold up the wall.”

That’s not the case with the new network
drama. She’s delighted to be playing a character
who at times is strong and authoritative and at
other times an emotional wreck. Davis calls that
being human.

Davis initially balks at a question about wheth-
er or not her character’s morally questionable.

Then she says, “I think we’re all morally ques-
tionable. I think that we so much act on nature
and not on morals. So I found her to be a realistic
protagonist. I find her to be very human, as we all
are, that we all have gray areas. And that was the
attraction for me.”

Viola Davis plays a professor on “How to Get
Away with Murder.” The show airs on Thursdays
on AFN-Family and Fridays on AFN-Spectrum.

ABC

Killer good

Oscar nominee Viola Davis
takes on the lead role in TV series
‘How to Get Away with Murder’
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Designed for slim

Changing your environment can lead to weight loss

Tammy LiunceLap, THe Kansas CiTy STar/MCT

What you put on your countertop can affect your weight, according to the new book “Slim By Design,” by Brian Wansink.

By Mary MacVEAN
Los Angeles Times

eed to lose weight? Instead of

changing yourself, you might con-

sider changing your environment.

Making changes — big and

small — to the world around you is much
easier than mustering the willpower to
refrain from eating high-calorie foods, says
Brian Wansink, who has for years studied
our eating habits, currently as director of
the Food and Brand Lab at Cornell Univer-

ity.
And those changes can mean that your
diet is more healthful without working so
hard.

To lessen cravings
while food shopping,
chew gum.

Wansink dismisses the
popular idea that mindful
eating is the way to eat what
we need without overeat-
ing junk food. “For 90 percent of us, the
solution to mindless eating is not mindful
eating — our lives are just too crazy and
our willpower’s too wimpy,” he writes in his
new book, “Slim by Design: Mindless Eating
Solutions for Everyday Life.”

The book includes ways restaurants,
schools and other institutions can offer
more healthful food, and provides score-
cards for readers to figure out whether their
homes and workplaces, the restaurants and
supermarkets they patronize and their kids’
school meals, are designed for slim.

Restaurants and food companies are
likely to change if they can make more
money, Wansink noted in a telephone inter-
view. “If a bunch of consumers say, ‘Is there
something you can come up with that’s not
French fries or a boring salad? I would eat

Buy only healthful
foods in bulk.

here more often,’” then
companies are likely to
listen, he said.

They’re in the profits business, not in
business to make people fat, he said. It’s a
lesson Wansink and his students stumbled
upon when they realized that the bigger
the package of food, the more people ate
of it, and that consumers would pay more
for smaller packets that would help them

control how much they ate.

“Eventually, Nabisco/Kraft gave my
theory a run and launched the 100-calorie
snack pack,” Wansink writes. It’s the sort
of change that helps people eat less with no
effort.

“Most of our lives have made us fat by
design,” Wansink said. So it’s time, he said,
to make ourselves thin the same way. Here
are some of his findings and suggestions;
pick those that work for you, he says.

« If you come home through your kitchen
door, you’'ll weigh more than your neighbor
‘who goes home through another room. Solu-
tion? Kind of obvious.

+ Wansink and his researchers spent
alot of time watching and cataloging the
behavior of people who ate at buffet restau-
rants. The slim diners scouted out the entire
spread before taking any food and then
cherry-picked their favorites. Heavy diners
went straight for the plates and started pil-
ing on from the start of the line. And thin
diners sat far from the buffet facing away
from it. You can guess what the others did.

« If your plate is the same color as your
food, you're likely to serve yourself 18
percent more food. You can either buy new
dishes, or color-code your meals if you want
to eat less. But here’s a hint: White plates
and lots of pasta, potatoes and rice? Maybe
not. Smaller plates are better, too.

« Clear the counters! The average
woman who had potato chips on her counter

weighed 8 pounds more than a neighbor
who did not, Wansink writes. Big deal, it’s
chips, you say? Get this: Woman with a box
of breakfast cereal visible anywhere in the
kitchen weighed 21 pounds more than that
neighbor who kept it in the cupboard, Wan-
sink writes.

« If you are really serious, move your pan-
try food to a closet elsewhere in the house
and that closet’s stuff into the kitchen closet.
Or put up shelves in a faraway room to hold
the food. That, Wansink writes, will de-
crease “browsing” for snacks and make you
think before the food gets to your mouth.

* Buying in bulk saves money, right?

But Wansink writes that one study showed
people ate half the chips, cookies, ramen
noodles and the like in the first week — re-
gardless of how much they bought. What

to do? Buy only healthful foods in bulk. Or
repackage the items once you get home and
store some far from the kitchen, he writes.

If your plate is the
same color as your
food, you're likely
to serve yourself 18
percent more food.

« Pay attention to the
menu. On average, Wansink
writes, a dish described

as “buttery” has 102 more
calories than a similar one
not described that way.
Crispy? Adds 131 calories, he writes.

« To lessen cravings while in the super-
market, chew gum, Wansink says. When
he and colleagues gave shoppers gum at
the start of a shopping trip, they bought 7
percent less junk food than their empty-
mouthed fellow shoppers.

To lose weight,
eat less and
exercise more

By DaNiEL NEMAN
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

f you are serious about
wanting to lose weight, the
best method is the time-hon-
ored one:

Eat less. Move more.

Joe Holleman, a columnist at
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, lost
85 pounds a couple of years ago.
His secret, he said, was what doc-
tors, nutritionists and dietitians
have been promoting for years.
1It’s all about the calories. If you
expend more calories than you
take in, you will lose weight.

You use a lot of calories just by
living. A moderately active man
weighing 175 pounds uses an
average of 2,625 to 2,800 calories
a day; a moderately active 135-
pound woman, on average, uses
2,025 to 2,160 calories, according
to calculations by the University
of Washington.

All you have to do to lose
weight, in theory, is to consume
fewer calories than you use by
living. If you burn off more calo-
ries by exercising, you will lose
even more weight.

Of course, it is harder to do
in practice than that. Holleman
assiduously counted every calorie
and found that he would use all of
his allotted calories by the middle
of the afternoon. So he had to
adjust his way of eating, by eating
more low-calorie foods that made
him feel full throughout the day.

He made sure not to deny him-
self any foods. He just ate smaller
portions than he did before, and
he adjusted his intake of other
calories for the rest of the day
accordingly.

He also exercised more, and,
he said, “the more weight I lost,
the easier it was to exercise.”

Holleman was inspired by a
story he read about Mark Haub,
an associate professor of nutri-
tion at Kansas State University.
Haub wanted to test the theory
that eating fewer calories than he
expended would make him lose
‘weight, no matter where the calo-
ries came from. So for 10 weeks,
he ate little but Twinkies, Oreos,
Doritos and the like. He also took
a multivitamin pill and had a pro-
tein shake every day, along with
some vegetables.

The result? In 10 weeks, he lost
27 pounds.

Not only that, but his levels
of cholesterol and triglycerides
dropped considerably. Because
of what he was eating, he had as-
sumed they would rise, but losing
the weight apparently made a big-
ger difference than what he ate.
His sleep apnea also went away, a
direct result of losing the weight.

He pointedly worked out about
the same during this period as he
had before it, so that the weight
loss could not be attributed to
increasing his exercise — that is,
to burning more calories.

The diet was certainly not
healthy, he emphasized. The
exercise was entirely a class-
room experiment, he said. And it
memorably made the point that
the best way to lose weight is to
use up more calories than you
consume.
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... And baby makes three

Economist makes case for marriage, planned parenthood

By LEANNE ITALIE
The Associated Press

hen it comes to pregnancy and child-rearing,
behavioral economist Isabel V. Sawhill sees a
cultural divide between the planners and the
drifters.
The senior fellow at the Brookings Institution argues in
a new book, “Generation Unbound: Drifting into Sex and

Parenthood without Marriage,” that the act of not becoming

pregnant until one is ready would save billions of dollars

and help ensure that children are born into families with the

means and motivation to care for them.

The book, from Brookings Institution Press, was released
Sept. 25.

A conversation with Isabel V.
Sawhill:

The premise of your book seems
to be that unplanned pregnancies
and births are bad for the economy,
bad for our culture? Is that what

you’re arguing?

I'm arguing more centrally that
it’s not good for children. Their life
prospects are being undermined
by too many young adults drift-
ing into relationships, pregnancy,

childbearing, rather than waiting
until they’re ready to be parents.

‘We may have always known that
to be true but we have not been prac-
ticing it. Sixty percent of all births to
young unmarried adults, I'm talking
about people under the age of 30, are
unplanned, unintended.

On the one hand, you support all
the personal choices and freedoms
we now have in terms of sex, contra-
ception and forming families, but
you then argue that drifting into
parenthood is a bad idea. Can
you explain that a little bit?

The children born under
those cir are

chances, and it’s going to be stress-
ful for their parents as well, and it’s
often going to produce a single-par-
ent family that is going to struggle
both economically and in other ways.

1 think that many single parents
are doing a heroic job of raising
children on their own. It’s just a very
hard thing to do. You have half as
much time and often half as much
money as you would have if you had
joined forces with another person.

Can you talk specifically about
the impact on families, govern-
ments, schools, etc. from a high rate
of pregnancies and births, not just
among teens because as you noted
the teen birth rate is going down,
but among unmarried women in
their 20s? When did that start hap-
pening?

The teen birth rate has come down
dramatically, and the fact that we’ve
had some success there makes me
somewhat optimistic that we can
have success with
a slightly older
group as well. But
the problem of
unplanned birth
outside of mar-
riage has shifted
up the age scale.
It’s now a major
problem amongst
20-somethings in
the United States.

Over half of all births to women
under 30 are outside of marriage and
most of those births are unintended.

Can you address why social
policies to reduce what you call too-
early unplanned births have been
ignored or sidelined, and where
that fits into what you describe as a

GENERATION
UNBOUND

going to have con-
strained life

The Dallas Morning News illustration

hic tide of family break-
down.”

‘We had a huge transformation in
our society from one that was based
primarily on the idea that if you
had children you should have them
within marriage. And that worked
reasonably well. Now marriage
seems to be disappearing because,
among other things, much greater
opportunities for women, their abil-
ity to support themselves and their
desire for autonomy and their ability
to achieve that autonomy.

They don’t need marriage in the
way they used to. That to me is the
biggest factor, but there are some
others, such as the fact that men,
less-skilled men in particular,
are struggling in today’s labor
market, aren’t doing as well
and therefore have all kinds
of problems and don’t look
terribly marriageable to the

‘women that they might
partner with.

‘What do you see in the
future in terms of our culture’s de-
fault when it comes to marriage and
having children?

There will likely be more and
more people deciding not to have
children, but I'm not arguing that
that’s what we should make the
standard for the way an adult should
live. Far from it.

The important thing is to make
an explicit choice, not just drift into
marriage and parenting, at any age.

SPOUSE CALLS

No matter where boots
are, war 1s never safe

hen the President of the United States

promises America will have “no boots on the

ground” in Iraq or Syria, military members

and their families don’t take that phrase liter-
ally. He can’t be saying that no American soles will touch
Iraqi soil — because they already are. Do most Ameri-
cans know this statement is about mission, not footwear
location? Military families do. They know that plenty of
boots belonging to people they know and love are on the
ground.

When my Air Force husband is
deployed, his boots really are on the
ground much of the time, like those
of many support troops. Neither he
nor I would compare his position
to servicemembers who routinely
go forward to meet the enemy with
‘weapons at the ready, whether on the
ground, at sea, or in the air. As a non-
combatant, his job is not inherently
dangerous, but he sometimes does
his job in dangerous conditions, as do
many servicemembers with non-com-
bat job descriptions. Military mem-
bers and families understand the distinctions between
these duties. Everyone in a combat zone operates at some
level of danger; none are immune to danger by virtue of
performing non-combat duties.

So when the Secretary of Defense reiterates “no boots
on the ground,” military families don’t breathe a sigh of
relief alongside the rest of America. We know too much.
Even without a stated combat mission against terrorist
organizations overseas, we know our loved ones and their
boots are already in ships, airplanes, and yes, even on
the ground. More are likely to follow, to train and support
indigenous forces.

Whether the Pentagon calls it a combat mission or
boots on the ground won’t matter much to those doing the
job and wearing the boots. Call them advisers, trainers or
support personnel. They’ll do what the mission requires.
Their families will hold the fort at home, knowing ter-
minology won’t matter much either to enemies who’ve
shown they have few scruples regarding human life.

Unfortunately, the only ones misled by the words “no
boots on the ground” might be American civilians. When
politicians use that phrase, I fear they use it to placate
voters, reportedly weary of a war they never fought.
Military members and their families are weary too, but
changing the name doesn’t change reality. It only mini-
mizes the courage of those who wear the boots, whether
those boots are on patrol, on a ship’s deck, a tarmac, or an
operating room floor.

I wonder if it also leads most Americans to believe our
military can maintain a safe distance from the bad guys
while fighting them. I hope they’re paying enough atten-
tion to realize there’s nothing safe or clean about war, on
the ground or in the air. Ask those who pinpoint locations
and provide coordinates for airstrikes — from the ground
— if they consider themselves combat troops.

On a Sunday morning news show, retired Army Gen.
Carter Ham spoke with CBS journalist Bob Schieffer
about what establishing a “no-fly zone” over Syria means.
Ham knows, having overseen a similar operation in Libya
in 2011 as the commander of U.S. Africa Command.

“It’s a pretty high-risk operation,” he said. “It first
entails killing a lot of people and destroying the Syrian
air defenses and those people who are manning those
systems ... destroying the Syrian air force, preferably on
the ground, in the air, if necessary. This is a violent com-
bat action that results in lots of casualties and increased
risk to our own personnel.”

Too bad he was only on “Face the Nation.” He would
have had a much larger audience on “House of Cards”
or “Game of Thrones,” since public interest in politics or
bloodshed extends more to the fictional than the actual.

My husband has had his “boots on the ground” in
hostile territory on multiple deployments. Yet, people who
don’t know any better — and some who should know bet-
ter — throw around the phrase “no boots on the ground,”
as if boots like my husband’s don’t count. But they do.
Boots are already on the ground, and they all have people
standing in them.

Terri Barnes

Terri Barnes is the author of “Spouse Calls: Messages From a
Military Life.” Contact her at spousecalls@aol.com or at stripes.
com/go/spousecalls.
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The New York Times bestselling author of
Soldier Dogs returns with the story of Lucca
K458, a decorated and highly skilled
Specialized Search Dog, and the handlers who
fought alongside her in Iraq and Afghanistan,
her sur ing the brutalities of war
and the traumas that result.

¢4

Stripes Book Club and Dutton, a member of Penguin Group (USA) Inc.,

WIN YOUR SIGNED COPY!

are proud to offer you a chance to win one of 10 signed copies of
Maria Goodavage’s TOP DOG: The Story of Marine Hero Lucca.

Go to stripesrewards.com/bookclub to enter and win.

DUTTON  stipes Book Club

—— est. 1852 ~——
Pempain ooy (USA]




Friday, October 3,2014

FACES

Fresh break

Emmy winner Anna Gunn
steps into new role
on series ‘Gracepoint’
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ceived a prestigious Peabody Award, but the near-
1y 1 million average weekly viewers that watched
it on BBC America means most U.S. viewers are
unfamiliar with the “amazing” series, Epstein
said.

That includes her parents, she said, who
stopped watching because they couldn’t decipher
Tennant’s Scottish brogue.

That’s not a problem in “Gracepoint,” in which
the former “Doctor Who” star employs an Ameri-
can accent. His character, renamed Emmett
Carver, is no less prickly than the original, and
Gunn’s Miller has to cope with him and her first

murder case.

Her inexperience and roots in the com-
munity are reason enough for her to cede

authority to town newcomer Carver. But as
embodied by the imposingly tall and charis-
matic Gunn, Miller appears ready to stand
her ground.

“He’s someone who approaches the world
with a wary eye,” Gunn said of Carver.
“She’s someone who approaches it with

quite a bit of openness and the belief that
you protect and serve, and also give people
the benefit of the doubt until they prove
you wrong.”

As the 10-episode series progresses —
taking different plot turns than the eight-
episode BBC original and giving some
characters more weight —so does Gunn’s

portrayal, Epstein said. “As things un-
fold, the fragility becomes more and
more apparent,” the producer said.

That’s in contrast to Gunn’s previous

character who, granted, was in far dif-
ferent circumstances: Skylar White of
“Breaking Bad” steeled herself to pull
her family away from her meth-mak-
ing husband as he descended further
into evil and danger.

It was a rewarding role for Gunn
but one that became a harsh intro-
duction to the Internet’s potential for
unrestrained viciousness. Skylar was
condemned in some online posts for
being a failed, unsupportive wife,
and Gunn became a target simply
for playing her.

The actress responded in an elo-
quent New York Times op-ed piece
last year. “Male characters don’t

seem to inspire this kind of public
venting and vitriol,” she wrote, add-
ing that the comments shed light on at-
titudes toward gender and the “dark and
murky corners” ignored in everyday life.

By LynN ELBER
The Associated Press

he average TV binge viewer is
indulging in catch-up. When
Anna Gunn dove headlong
into the British crime drama

“Broadchurch,” it was homework.

Gunn stars as police Detective

Ellie Miller in Fox’s “Gracepoint,”

an adaptation of the moodily grip-

ping UK. series that’s been up-
rooted from a seaside English
town to a northern California
one that’s more scenic but no less
fraught with pain.

The actress, who won two
Emmy Awards for “Breaking
Bad,” is part of the makeover,
one that stopped short of swap-
ping out leading man David
Tennant as a tough but trou-
bled police detective.

Gunn, 46, said she fell “head
over heels” for the emotionally
layered drama about a boy’s
murder and the distrust and
anger it unleashes in a placid
community. She did fret about
how Tennant would respond to

her replacing “Broadchurch”
star Olivia Coleman as his
mismatched police partner.
(Tennant and Coleman are
paired again in season two of
“Broadchurch.”)

“At the very beginning I said,
‘Do you feel you're cheating? Does it
feel odd to you?”” Gunn recalled. “He
said, ‘It really doesn’t. It feels like a
whole new thing.’”

That’s how its executive produc-
ers, including Anya Epstein, looked at
Fox's remake of “Broadchurch.” It re-

Anna Gunn — familiar to audiences
for her work on “Breaking Bad” —
stars as Detective Ellie Miller on the
TV drama “Gracepoint.” It starts

1!

Saturday on AFN-Spectrum.
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Adam Sandler signs exclusive 4-movie deal with Netflix

From wire reports

Netflix said. “Current studio film

Movie star and comedian Adam
Sandler announced Wednesday
night that he signed an exclusive
four-picture deal with Netflix.

Sandler announced the deal on
his verified Twitter account.

“I tried to sign up for Net-
flix but this happened instead,”
Sandler tweeted.

Netflix sent out an announce-
ment shortly afterward.

“Under the deal announced
today, Sandler’s Happy Madison
Productions will work alongside
Netflix to develop the four films
and to premiere them exclusively

to members in the nearly SO coun-
tries where Netflix operates,”

commitments are not included in
this deal.”

Fans of the former “Saturday
Night Live” cast member can’t
get enough of his work, Netflix
chief content officer Ted Saran-
dos said in a statement.

“People love Adam’s films on
Netflix and often watch them
again and again. His appeal spans
across viewers of all ages — ev-
erybody has a favorite movie, ev-
eryone has a favorite line — not
just in the U.S. but all over the
world,” Sarandos said.

Sandler, jokingly, said the deal
was simple.

“When these fine people came

to me with an offer to make four
movies for them, I immediately
said yes for one reason and one
reason only. Netflix rhymes with
wet chicks,” Sandler said in a
statement. “Let the streaming
begin!”

Terms of the deal were not
disclosed.

Bennett sets mark as
oldest act with No. 1 LP

Even at age 88, Tony Bennett is
still reaching No. 1 on the charts.
The singer is once again the
oldest performer with a No. 1
album on the Billboard 200 for
“Cheek to Cheek,” his jazz duets

collaboration with Lady Gaga.
“Cheek to Cheek” sold more
than 131,000 copies since its re-
lease last week, according to
Nielsen SoundScan, edging ahead
of new albums by Kenny Chesney
and Barbra Streisand. The place-
ment gives Bennett his second
No. 1 overall and Gaga her third
consecutive No. 1 album.

Bennett established the previ-
ous record of 85 years old with
the 2011 release of “Duets I1.”

“Cheek to Cheek” also landed
at No. 1 on the jazz albums and
traditional jazz album charts.

Other news
m A federal judge in California

on Tuesday dismissed a lawsuit
that John Wayne Enterprises
filed against Duke University in
North Carolina. The two have
squabbled since 2005 over use of
the name. The university object-
ed last year when Wayne’s heirs
tried to register the name “Duke”
to market bourbon and other al-
coholic beverages.

m A council in southern Eng-
land says it instructed its workers
to remove a mural before realiz-
ing it was the work of internation-
ally famous graffiti artist Banksy.
The mural, which featured a
group of pigeons carrying anti-
immigration banners, appeared
at Clacton-on-Sea.
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OPINION

US will ‘meet the tests of this moment’

By PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA

WASHINGTON
merican leadership is the one
constant in an uncertain world.
As Americans, we see the future
not as something beyond our con-

trol, but as something we can shape for the
better through concerted and collective
effort. That was true this week, as we mo-
bilized the world to confront some of our
most urgent challenges.

America is leading the world in the
fight to degrade and ultimately destroy
the terrorist group known as the Islamic
State. This group has terrorized all who
they come across in Iraq and Syria. In the
most horrific crimes imaginable, innocent
human beings have been beheaded, with
videos of the atrocity distributed to shock
the conscience of the world. There can be
no reason, no negotiation, with this brand
of evil. The only language understood by
killers like this is the language of force.

In this effort, we do not act alone. Nor
do we intend to send American troops
to occupy foreign lands. Instead, we will
support Iraqis and Syrians fighting to re-
claim their communities. We will use our
military might in a campaign of airstrikes
to roll back the Islamic State, and we will
be joined by friends and partners, includ-
ing Arab nations. We will train and equip
forces fighting against these terrorists on
the ground. We will work to cut off their
financing, and to stop the flow of fighters
into and out of the region. Already, over 40
nations have offered to join the coalition
against the Islamic State, and at the Unit-
ed Nations in New York, I worked to build
more support for this coalition.

There is no nation on Earth
better positioned to seize
the future than ours.

In my annual address to the U.N., I also
challenged the world — especially Muslim
communities — to explicitly, forcefully and
consistently reject the ideology of al-Qaida
and the Islamic State. No children, any-
where, should be educated to hate other
people. We must cut off the funding that
fuels violent hatred, and contest the space
that terrorists occupy, including the Inter-
net and social media. At the same time,
countries must do more to offer an alter-
native vision, and to tap the extraordinary
potential of their young people.

American leadership is not confined to
the fight against the Islamic State. We are
leading the effort to rally the world against
Russian aggression in Ukraine. Along with
our allies, we will support the people of
Ukraine as they develop their democracy
and economy. We will reinforce our NATO
allies, and uphold our commitment to col-
lective defense. We will impose a cost on
Russia for aggression, and counter false-
hoods with the truth. And this week, I
called upon even more nations to join us on
the right side of history.

America is leading the fight to contain
and combat the Ebola epidemic in West
Africa. We're deploying our doctors and
scientists — supported by our military —
to help fight the outbreak and pursue new
treatments. From the United Kingdom and
Germany to Senegal and France, other na-

tions are stepping up their efforts, too, by
sending money, supplies and personnel.
But we need an even broader effort to stop
a disease that could kill hundreds of thou-
sands, inflict horrific suffering, destabilize
economies, and ultimately spread across
borders. That’s why we will continue to
rally other countries to join us in making
concrete commitments to fight this dis-
ease, and enhance global health security
for the long term.

America is engaging more allies and
partners to confront the growing threat
of climate change before it’s too late. At
home, we’ve taken historic steps to invest
in clean energy, cut carbon pollution, and
create new jobs in the process. Abroad,
our climate assistance now reaches more
than 120 nations. But we can only succeed
in combating climate change if we are
joined in this effort by every major power.
So on Tuesday, I called on every nation
— developed and developing alike — to
join us in this effort for the sake of future
generations.

America will do what it takes to meet the
tests of this moment. Because despite all
the challenges of this new century, there
is no nation on Earth better positioned to
seize the future than ours. The people of
the world still look to us to lead. And we
welcome that responsibility. We are heirs
to a proud legacy of freedom, and as we
showed the world this week, we are pre-
pared to do what is necessary to secure
that legacy for generations to come.

Hong Kong’s protests probably aren’t contagious

By Apam MINTER
Bloomberg News

re Hong Kong’s pro-democracy
protests contagious? The Chinese
government, never one to take
chances with such things, cer-
tainly isn’t doing so now in dealing with
the Umbrella Revolution. Since demon-
strations began to swell this past weekend,
mainland authorities have clamped down
on any references to Hong Kong in social
media, blocked Instagram (the last major
foreign social media service to have an un-
censored presence in China), and strictly
regulated what mainstream news sites
could say about events in the Chinese-ruled
city. Yet despite these efforts, plenty of pro-
test news seems to be leaking through.

The proof is in the censorship itself.
According to Weiboscope, a social-media
analysis site at the University of Hong
Kong, 152 out of every 10,000 posts to the
Sina Weibo social media site were deleted
on Sunday, when Hong Kong police used
tear gas and pepper spray on protesters.
That’s roughly five times the preceding
week’s average, and double that which oc-
curred during this year’s 25th anniversary
of the 1989 Tiananmen Square massacre.
Many if not most of the deleted posts main-
tained at Weiboscope expressed admira-
tion for protesters.

But the Weiboscope archive is hardly
comprehensive, and the range of emo-
tions that Chinese feel toward Hong Kong
is much broader than a cache of admiring

tweets. Indeed, relations between main-
landers and Hong Kong Chinese have been
tense and complicated for several years
now. In early 2012, Apple Daily — the
city’s most ardently pro-democratic news-
paper — ran an advertisement referring to
the city’s mainland visitors as locusts who
were taking up space in the city’s mater-
nity wards. The ensuing culture war has
barely flagged since, with mainlanders fir-
ing their own salvos at Hong Kongers for
being insufficiently loyal to a shared Chi-
nese destiny.

The divisions are deep and widening and
yet — curiously — there’s very little overt
sign of these resentments in censored or
uncensored social media. Consider an
odd Monday afternoon post to Sina Weibo
by Exercise Book, the pseudonym for one
of the site’s more popular users (with 8.5
million followers). In it, he invokes Hong
Kong’s well-known role as the epicenter of
an iPhone 6 gray market catering mostly
to Apple-crazed mainlanders. (The new
iPhones won’t go on sale in China until
Oct. 17 due to licensing issues.) “Treat
Hong Kong a little better,” he wrote. “Ev-
eryone still wants to go there and buy the
iPhone6.”

This isn’t the sort of thing that would go
viral outside of China. But inside the coun-
try, it’s been reposted more than 6,500
times and generated more than 6,000 com-
ments. For many, it’s a comic (yes, comic
— the comment thread is filled with laugh-
ing emoticons) reminder that Chinese
society is so thoroughly controlled by the

government that people must travel to
Hong Kong for something as simple as a
smartphone. For others — especially the
censors who have allowed the post to stay
up — it’s something else: a backhanded re-
minder of the value that Hong Kong brings
to China. And for many commenters, the
post is an easy target for quick jibes like:
“It’s Hong Kong that should be treating the
Mainland better.”

What really emerges from Exercise
Book’s thread, and the deleted posts stored
at Weiboscope, is simple curiosity: China’s
online communities are anxious to know
more about what’s happening in Hong
Kong than what censors will allow. So, of-
fers are made to share images and news
stories; links are passed around. For those
who seek it, a narrative about what’s hap-
pening in Hong Kong slowly emerges.

Of course, if you go looking among the de-
leted posts or the extant comment threads
on Sina Weibo, it’s all but impossible to find
anyone even hinting that such information
should be used to foment umbrella revolu-
tions on the mainland. Indeed, the most
striking characteristic of even supportive
posts is how the “praise” and “blessings”
users are sending to Hong Kong sound like
the sort of good wishes that one might be-
stow on a foreign country rather than one’s
own. For the regime at least, that’s un-
expected benefit of the troubling divisions
that have grown between the mainland and
Hong Kong over the last several years.
Adam Minter is based in Asia, where he covers
politics, culture, business and junk.
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OPINION

What newspapers
are saying at home —

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.

What to do with Ebola in US
The Modesto (Calif.) Bee

On Sept. 2, seven Northeastern Univer-
sity scientists wrote an academic paper
published by the Public Library of Science
predicting Ebola could reach the United
States by “the end of the month.”

Last week, The Washington Post report-
ed that it was only a quirk of timing that
kept an American doctor in Africa long
enough to realize he had the disease before
returning home. Otherwise, Ebola already
would have arrived in the doctor’s home-
town, Dallas. The Post wondered 1f the

WE COULD SEE A

OF CASUALTIES, SIR...
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WARTIME
PRESIDENT

resultmg panic” would be to
contain” once the word got out that there
was “Ebola in Texas.”

The Northwestern academic paper
proved prophetic. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention confirmed Tues-
day the first person infected with Ebola
who had not been brought to the United
States for treatment has, in fact, turned
up in Dallas. We'll find out shortly if there
will be any “panic.” The CDC said the man
flew to Texas from Liberia on Sept. 20 and
exhibited symptoms Sept. 24 before seek-
ing care two days later.

Ebola in America. If those words don’t
take your breath away, youre hardly
breathing. The disease is ravaging West
Africa and experts have been screaming
from the rooftops — and even the podium
at the United Nations — that the world was
not paying enough attention to a disease
that has been doubling in scale every three
weeks. We knew it was coming. Those pre-
scient computer modelers from Northeast-
ern said that even if air travel out of Africa
had been restricted by 80 percent, it would
have delayed the spread by only three to
four weeks. ...

What next? Quarantine Texas?

Hardly. It’s time for a deep breath while
insisting that our leaders are sufficiently
concerned to take emergency action. Re-
member, this is only one case, and the
nation’s top doctor sounded the perfect
note as he addressed it: “There is no doubt
in my mind that we will stop it,” Dr. Tom
Frieden, head of the CDC, told the ABC
affiliate in Dallas. “This is not Africa. We
have great infrastructure to deal with an
outbreak.”

We have some unexpected experience,
too. Ebola, like AIDS, is transmitted
through bodily fluids. So the key to staying
away from Ebola is to have no contact with
the bodily fluids of others.

Still, there’s plenty of cause for concern.
First, Ebola takes up to 10 days to manifest
and death follows shortly in 70 percent of
African cases. In nations with better health
care it is likely to be a lower percentage,
but no one knows by how much. Second,
Ebola might be capable of mutation, which
could make it harder to stop. So the key to
stopping it is arresting the spread early
— which is what doctors are trying to do
in Texas. ...

If they really want to show us how effec-
tive they can be, Congress can put together
an emergency plan and help the CDC and
doctors on the ground get started on a
cure. There’s no time to waste. Ebola has
arrived.

Holder exit sets up battle royal
The Dallas Morning News
Attorney General Eric Holder has been
a divisive figure in office. His departure
promises to be no less divisive.
Holder, an original member of the pres-
ident’s Cabinet, was a lightning rod for

liberals who questioned his record on na-
tional security and his indifference toward
prosecuting Wall Street executives after
the financial meltdown. Conservatives saw
him as an obstructionist, most notably for
his actions in Fast and Furious, the Justice
Department’s failed gun-running sting
that led GOP lawmakers to hold him in
contempt of Congress. And while Holder
prominently backed more progressive
drug laws, same-sex marriage and voting
rights protections and spoke eloquently
on issues of race and sentencing, he also
crossed the line in using the power of his
office to impede journalists and to discour-
age leaks critical of the administration.

It is in this charged environment that
Holder steps aside, leaving an unclear
path for his successor. Democrats have
two options on how to time the confirma-
tion proceedings. They could push for the
lame-duck session after the midterms,
while Democrats are sure to be in control
of the Senate. Or they could wait until next
year; the GOP might control the Senate,
and Democrats would just dare them to
create a showdown over an attorney gen-
eral nominee.

Texas Republican Sens. Ted Cruz and
John Cornyn have both said they don’t
want outgoing Democratic senators to ac-
celerate a vote on Holder’s replacement
before year-end. “There is so much ill will
already that this will poison the well even
further,” Cornyn told The Dallas Morning
News’ editorial board Monday.

Both scenarios are highly political and
reflect the bitter partisanship of Washing-
ton. ...

Once the White House settles on a nomi-
nee, it normally could count on receiv-
ing background checks from the FBI and
Senate Judiciary Committee and a Senate
confirmation vote within two months. But
these are not normal times. The upcoming
elections and the snail’s pace of other con-
firmation hearings signal that this process
is going to get ugly. That is what happens
when the politicians on both sides use the
office of the nation’s top law enforcement
officer as a political chit.

Then again, Holder has done his succes-
sor no favors. He or she has been left to
dangle like a political pinata, makmg it al-
most i ible to have the i
from politics that the office demands.

Student loan load a risk to all
The Orange County (Calif.) Register

‘When we read the remarks Monday by
Deputy Treasury Secretary Sarah Bloom
Raskin, concerning the nation’s record
level of student loan debt, we were remind-
ed of comments made in 2007 by Ben Ber-
nanke, then the chairman of the Federal
Reserve, concerning the nation’s subprime
mortgage crisis.

In a keynote speech at the annual meet-
ing of the National Association of Business

Economics, Raskin assured attendees, “No
one now expects a student loan meltdown
because there is a great deal of integrity
and stability in the student loan market.”

That sounds to us very much like Ber-
nanke’s testimony to Congress seven
years ago, when he assured lawmakers
that “the impact on the broader economy
and financial markets of the problems in
the subprime market seems likely to be
contained.”

Well we know now that the subprime
crisis was far from contained. In fact, it
precipitated the collapse of the nation’s
housing sector that, in turn, mushroomed
into the nation’s worst financial crisis since
the Great Depression.

We don’t think the student-loan crisis
will lay waste to the higher-education sec-
tor as the subprime-loan crisis did to hous-
ing, but we do not rule out the possibility
of something just short of a student-loan
meltdown.

Indeed, student loan debt has more than
doubled since 2007, from $500 billion to
roughly $1.1 trillion. The class of 2014
graduated college with an average $33,000
in debt. Many of those freshly minted
graduates did not find jobs with yearly sal-
aries greater than their total debt, a rule of
thumb for indebted graduates.

What worries is that the mismatch be-
tween student borrowing and post-gradua-
tion earnings appears to be getting greater,
rather than smaller.

Indeed, from 2005-12, average stu-
dent loan debt for borrowers in their 20s
increased 35 percent, while the median
earnings for 25-to-34-year-olds with un-
dergraduate degrees actually declined 2.2
percent.

That explains, at least in part, why almost
7 million erstwhile collegians defaulted on
their student loans last year.

The student-loan crisis has no easy fix.
But at least part of the solution is reining in
the runaway cost of higher education that
has made loans so necessary for 70 percent
of college students.

New era at Secret Service?
The Washington Post

Homeland Security Secretary Jeh John-
son wasted no time Wednesday in accept-
ing Julia Pierson’s resignation as director
of the Secret Service. It had become clear,
following her poor performance 24 hours
earlier at a Capitol Hill hearing and the
alarming revelation of a new security
breach that allowed an armed felon to get
close to the president, that there was no
support for her leadership.

Even more important were Johnson’s
recognition that the agency’s problems
likely go much deeper than who is at its
top and his decision to order an inde-
pendent review. The string of troubling
events in which White House security was

breached, protocols were ignored and the
president apparently was kept out of the
loop demands serious attention and action.
Johnson’s swift and decisive steps were
reassuring.

With calls mounting from both parties
for Pierson’s departure, Johnson issued
a no-nonsense statement announcing her
resignation. He saluted her 30 years of
public service and named Joseph Clancy,
formerly special agent in charge of the
presidential protective division of the Se-
cret Service, to be interim acting director.
Investigation of the Sept. 19 incident in
which a man was able to get into the White
House will be taken over by the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, and a panel
of independent experts will be convened
to look at issues relating to the Secret
Service.

The need for this broader look is under-
scored by the fact that it was only 18 months
ago that Pierson was brought in as director
to help remake an agency tarnished by a
scandal involving agents allegedly drink-
ing and consorting with prostitutes while
on overseas trips. Pierson established
new rules, but her tenure was undone by
the even more serious concern that agents
were not up to the job of protecting the
president and his family. In addition to the
Sept. 19 incident, there were revelations of
a fumbled investigation of a 2011 shooting
attack on the White House; the last straw
was the report of an armed contractor with
a criminal record who was allowed to ride
in an elevator with the president during a
Sept. 16 trip to Atlanta.

There is no question, as Johnson noted
in his statement, that the Secret Service
is composed of men and women willing to
put their lives on the line to protect others.
The dedication of its staff is another reason
why it is important to quickly identify and
address the root problems that have come
to bedevil the agency.

Grain of salt with e-cig warning
Newsday

Big Tobacco might have been scared
straight.

Companies such as Reynolds American
Inc. and Altria Group Inc. have voluntarily
put some of the strongest health warnings
in the industry on their entries in the fledg-
ling e-cigarette market.

That’s a startling about-face for an indus-
try that for decades used smoke screens
to deny the horribly addictive nature of
nicotine and the ill effects of tobacco de-
spite having evidence to the contrary. The
fight ended in 1998 when the four largest
domestic tobacco companies agreed to
pay more than $200 billion over 25 years
to settle suits by 46 attorneys general over
Medicaid costs to treat smoking-related
diseases.

Altria Group, the maker of Marlboro,
sells MarkTen e-cigarettes with labels that
flatly say, “Nicotine is addictive and habit
forming, and it is very toxic.” Altria warns
against use “by children, women who are
pregnant or breast feeding or persons with
or at risk of heart disease, high blood pres-
sure, diabetes, or taking medicine for de-
pression or asthma.” Reynolds America,
maker of Camel cigarettes, includes a
similar warning on its Vuse e-cigarette
packaging.

The companies might simply want to be
honest about potential health hazards, but
it’s hard not to be skeptical. The aggres-
sive, voluntary labeling just might be a
strategy to insulate the companies against
costly future lawsuits, or to curry favor
with regulators.

Whatever the motivation, the warnings
are important for consumers of a product
that delivers nicotine or other chemicals
for inhalation before regulators can assess
the health risks and impose labeling stan-
dards. Smaller companies selling e-ciga-
rettes should follow Big Tobacco’s lead.
What e-cig users don’t know could hurt
them.
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44 Sea eagle BlE|T D Y A

45 Sign up | B |

47 Environment LIA|N N

49 — -foot oil E[S]|A A

52 Praise in verse All|R R

53 Crony FIAlY Y

10-3 CRYPTOQUIP

FU SNT LFEFSPZQ, O] PUQ

ZTBZKFSG SNPS NJRT SJ

XTBIJLT REKLXTZG MJ

SNZJKMN XPGFB OZPFUFUM?
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF HE’S BEING
REALLY GOOD AT SUBTLE PERSUASION, I'D
SAY THE PIANO SELLER USES THE SOFT
PEDDLE.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals T
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Frazz

Dilbert

Beetle Bailey Get Fuzzy Candorville Non Sequitur

Bizarro

Pearls Before Swine

LPICKEDUP AN | [ hs A PACK OF SO DISAPPOINTING. MAYBE VL1 TRY > / | WOULDN'T.
ENERGY - GEL CYCUSTS BLEW THE PQOL. HAIRY GARY
WRIPPER OFF TE | |A WY STOP. SOMETIMES N GRITIMMN 15
SHOULDER. FACTIONS OF > | WTeERE N
WS WHITE

4 £ SPEEDO.

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

2 3 |14 |5 6 |7

I'™ PRETENDING
TO BE A WORKAHOLIC
S0 THE COMPANY WILL

PAY FOR REHAB.

WAAAAIL T AM
WORKING TOO HARD!
IT IS STARTING TO
AFFECT MY HEALTH!

Dilbert com _ DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com
01492014 Scort Adams, NG, 0 by it ook

PANAE ... YoU

WERE SUPPoSED

To 00 A SCIENCE
PORT

LOAD! T BN
ALTERNATIVE

YOU KNOW,
NOT ALL ABOUT YOU.

RAT LIFE'S [

THEN WHO COULD T
POSSIBLY BE ABOUT.®

TEACWERS WANTED
Us To WKTCH MORE
NEWS PROGRAMS...

SHE LAYS 115
INFOR MNTION-

WHEN 1WA NOUR AGE,

WHN No1?
L9 of ADULTS

MAKE A ot
LINING 7 1T

= w)
w7 K &
@ i e 104 T}
IS oy SGEES Dctier  WLEHIRGURTAEE NET  Gosinics, coth

YOU MAY HAVE HEARD OF S0ME
THE RECENT EPIDEMIC OF ZoMi
PEOPLE EATING PEOPLE. BUT |

CRY

0RS 1 WA CARDORLLE SO0

IF YU AGREE, PLEASE
“LIKE" ME ON FACEBOOK.

© YOU HEAR
SOMETHINGZ

BELIEVE IT'S THE
BIE APGCALYPSE.

THINK TS JUST A
FOR ATTENTION.

WERE ALL 60 BUSY TRYING
TO BE HEARD THAT WE
DON'T ACTUALLY LISTEN
T0 ANYONE ANYMORE.

I NEED A SOLDIER
TO DO MY GROCERY
SHOPPING

MY MEN AREN'T
TRAINED TO PUSH
GROCERY CARTS

THEY HAVEN'T SEEN

THEY'RE TRAINEC
F MY GROCERY STORE

TO FIGHT!

[—

1 jugt want to gay that if
you ever need a choulder to
¢ry on, here’d the number of
a guy With big, aborbent,
choulderg.

Di X8 King Feawres_Facelbook.com/ BigarroComicd

| 43Wager
“ 44iPhone rival

53

ACROSS 49 Cyber-beginner 18 Slithery squeezer
1 Attempts 51 Derby, Devon 21 Mexican money
6 Prop in Laurel and Dorset 23 Confuse
and Hardy’s 52 Mounds 25 Neither mate
“The Music Box” 53 “Ivanhoe” author 27 Needlefish

11 Civil War 54 Trusty horse 29 Next
battle site in 31 Redford role in
Tennessee DOWN “The Natural”

12 Sequentially 1 Humiliates 32 Voodoo-like
14 Hack 2 Leg bones charms
15 “World War 2 3 Priestly garment 33— acid

figure 4 Seethe 34 “Xanadu” band,

16 Parisian pal 5 Wheat bundle for short

17 Father-in-law of 6 Conqueror of the 36 Within one’s
Jacob Incas power

19 Spelldown 7 Aware of 37 Light up
20 Harvest 8 § dispenser 38 Curved moldings
22 Supporting 9 Small projecting 41 Cha?n parts
23 Constrict part 44 Regimen
24 Krupp Works city 10 East 45 ander bender
26 Silver colors, in 11 Frighten 485ib

heraldry 13 Gotta have 50 Affliction

28 Junior Answer to Previous Puzzle

30 Lummox

31 Award recipient

35 Wild West show

39 Japanese sashes

40 The whole enchi-
lada

42 Amateur-night

prop

46 Mellow

47 Toy Fair debut of

1959

10-4 CRYPTOQUIP
JTC AJDB GRJEV G TGKFNS
KWwWI UJDAVGDVTF VGINA

UGANA V] WOBWNS VSOREDGTA:

“WIJJINC

IJID GZZNGTODB.”

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IN THE MILITARY,
DO ANY RECRUITS THAT HOPE TO BECOME
PLUMBERS GO THROUGH BASIC DRAINING?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: J equals O
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Recession cut wages deeper across board

From wire reports

If you graduated college during
a U.S. economic downturn any
time before the Great Recession,
your luck generally depended on
your major.

Yes, wages for new job entrants
in the job market fell across the
board, but the losses tended to
be most severe in lower-paying
fields. Those in the best-paying
professions — engineering or ac-
counting, for instance — tended
to be more sheltered from the

pain, building a major advantage
relative to their peers.

But the Great Recession has
proved different. Not only are
the wage losses deeper, but they
also extend more forcefully into
better-paying fields, according
to a new research paper. This
recession, the authors wrote,
was “more broad-based, impact-
ing recent college graduates and
higher-skilled majors to a greater
extent than previous recessions.”

As for that advantage held by

the higher-skilled workers? It has
been cut in half.

The paper, released this week
by the National Bureau of Eco-
nomic Research, analyzed
earnings outcomes for college
graduates between 1974 and 2011,
aperiod of several recessions and
expansions.

We’ve known for a long time
that recessions are a brutal time
in which to graduate from col-
lege, amounting to a 2 percent pay
cut during your first 10 years of

EUROPE GAS PRICES PACIFIC GAS PRICES

SuperE10 Superunieaded Superplus  Diesel Country Unleaded Super unleaded Superplus  Diesel
Germany $3.657 3.8 54.0. 54058 | Japan - $3.799 $3.839
Changeinprice  +01cents  +0.1 Cents +03conts 23sonts | Changein price +L0cents - 30
Netherlands $4.609 54.880 $4.689 | Okinawa $3.509 - $3.839
Change in price 3.9cents  -4.2cents 79 Change inprice  nochange - 3.0
UK. 53.810 $4.075 $4.028 South Korea $3.479 $3.839 $3.879
Change in price +0lcents  -02cents -23cents | Changeinprice nochange - +locents 3.0
Azores $3.959 - Guam 53469 $3.649 $3.820 -
Change in price +0.3 cents - Changeinprice nochange  nochange  +LOcents -
Belgium 53753 $3.952 $3.976
Changein price -g6cents  Tacents -10.0cents

- 5447 54.808°

Change in price - -65cents  Nochange *Diesel EFD **Midgrade
Italy $4.201 - - $4.277 For the week of Oct. 3-9
Changeinprice  +11.4 cents - - +1L4cents

TURKEY

ghdad ?
95/69e 4T

IHAQ

IRAN

N
City
103/79 \95“/’35
P {O«QATAV
Riyadh

101/76

FRIDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST
)

KAZAKHSTAN

FGHANISTAN
har
95/61 .

PAKISTAN

UNITED "f

KlNGDOM% £y

_{:2,’“

‘work. Between 2008 and 2012, in-
come fell 8.7 percent among full-
time workers between ages 22
and 25, according to census data
crunched by Time

Military rates
Euro costs (Oct. 3)
Dollar buys (Oct. 3
British pound (Oct. 3) .
Japanese yen (Oct. 6)..
South Korean won (Oct. 6)
ommercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar).
British pound..

The authors of the new paper,
two from Yale University and one
from the University of M

$1

don’t offer any definitive conclu-
sions on why high-earning and
low-earning majors took an in-
come hit after this recession that
was more similar in size than had
been the case historically.

Oct. 1, 2014

Dow Jones ~ -238.19
industrials 16,804.71

Nasdaq -71.30
composite 4,422.09

Standard & -26.13
Poor’s 500 1,946.16

Russell -16.27
2000 1,085.41

Pacific
& Ocean

Miﬁﬁ;

62/5
(
Seaof  JAPAN
7

Guam
83/77

Switzerland (Franc).
Thailand (Bal

g
available to customers at military banking
facilities in the country of issuance

for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dollars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro

Prime rale
Discount
Federa\ 'unds market rate

30+ year hund

. \ FHANCE .
Arabian S ‘“"“ AL SPAIN ”“'TAN &K .
rabian Sea {/ "o Naples |
7Y ek
Morén a° J N\ R ‘
,.80/64 Ve Sigonella s .
. 77/66._¢ }IEYB 4 The weather is provided by the
82/6@\ g 4 oy Ya American Forces Network Weather Center,
o, 9 N 71/57 ES 2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb.
Hi Lo Wthr Chattanooga 78 66  Rain FortWayne 67 62 Rain  Louisville 73 69 Rain Pocatello 64 32 Clr Sioux City 51 42 cir
fbfene Texas B 59 Clr  Cheyenne 59 30 Clr Fresno 9 64 Clr  Lubbock 4 clr Portland,Maine 62 46  PCldy Sioux Falls a7 4 cir
Akron, Ohio 75 6l Rain  Chicago 61 60  Cldy Goodland 60 37 Clr Macon 8 67  Rain Portland,Ore. 77 48 cir SouthBend 64 60  Rain
Albany, N.Y. 72 51 PCIdy Cincinnati 70 63 Rain  Grand Junction 68 37 Clr  Madison 57 54 Cldy Providence 64 48 PCldy 70 39 Clr
Albuguerque 7 a4 Cir  Clevelan 76 63  Rain GrandRapids 68 64  Rain Medford 89 41 Cir  Pueblo 65 35 Cf Springficld, Il 6 56 cidy
AlentownPa. 72 50 cidy ColoradoSprings 6 33 Clr Great Falls 60 31 PCldy Memphis 77 65 Cldy Raleigh-Durham 81 62  Cldy Springfield,Mo. 63 53 cir
Amarillo 68 4 Cr Columbia,S.C. 8 62  Rain Green 58 54 Cldy MiamiBeach 89 77  Rain RapidCity 52 31 cir 77 54 Rain
Anchorage 46 35  PCldy Columbus,Ga. 80 69  Rain Greensboro,N.C. 78 61 Rain Midland-Odessa 81 50 clr Reno 82 a3 Clr Tallahassee 88 72 Rain
Asheville 72 60  Rain Columbus,Ohio 69 60  Rain Harrisburg 73 56 Cldy Milwaukee 61 58  Cldy Richmond 8 60  Cldy 89 74 Cldy
Atlanta 78 68  Rain Concord,N.H. 67 42 Clr Hartford Spafld 68 49 Cir Mpls-St Paul 48 a4 Clr Roanoke 80 59 Rain  Toledo 72 64 Rain
Atlantic City 72 55 Cldy CorpusChristi 87 77  Cldy Helena 63 31 Cir Missoula 65 29 PCldy Rochester 78 57 PCldy Topeka 61 48 cir
Austin 8 65 Clr Dallas-FtWorth 83 61 clr Honolulu 9 75  Cldy Mobile 85 73 Rain Rockford 59 55 clr Tucson % 6 cir
Baltimore 73 59 Rain  Dayton 69 61 Rain  Houston 84 71 PCldy Montgomery 82 72 Rain Sacramento 91 58 Clr  Tulsa 70 54 Clr
Baton Rouge © 74 Cdy Davtonapeach 83 7z Cldy Hutsvile 78 68  Rain Nashville 78 66  Rain StLouis 63 60  Cldy Tupelo 78 67 Cldy
gillings 61 27 cir 62 34 CIr  Indianapolis 67 64  Rain NewOrleans 8 77  Rain Stpetersourg 88 77  Cldy Waco 85 58 cir
Birmingham 80 71 Réin Det Moines 53 41 Clr Jackson,Miss. 82 71  Cldy NewYorkCity 70 54  PCldy St.Thomas 88 80 Rain  Washington 7 5 Rain
Bismarck 47 34 CIr  Detroit 70 63 Rain Jacksonville 87 68 Rain  Newark 71 55 PCldy Salem, Ore. 78 43 Clr  W. Palm Beach 89 76 Cldy
Boise 72 45 Cir Duluth 49 45  Rain Juneau 49 39 Rain Norfolk, Va. 76 61 Cidy SaltlakeCity — 66 45 Cir  Wichita 67 48 cir
62 51  PCldy ElPaso 81 54 clr  Kansas City 58 47 Cir North Platte 58 37 Clr  San Angelo 8 54 Clr Wichita Falls 79 56 cir
Bridgeport 68 50  PCldy Elkins 76 50 Rain KeyWest 8 79  PCldy OklahomaCity 72 53 Clr  San Antonio 8 69 Clr  Wilkes-Barre 74 51 Rain
Brownsville 88 78  Rain Erie 75 63 Rain Knoxville 78 6l Rain  Omaha 54 46 Clr  San Diego 8 67 Clr Wilmington,Del. 73 55  Cldy
Buffalo 78 60  Cldy Eugene 79 4 Clr  Lake Charles 8 74  Cldy Orlando 91 72 Cldy Sanfrancisco 92 65 Clr Yakima no3% cr
Burlington, Vt. 72 50 Cir Evansville 71 65  Cldy Lansing 69 63 Rain Paducah 74 65  Cldy Sanlose % 63 Clr Youngstowr 60  Rai
Caribou, Maine 61 39 PCldy Fairbanks 40 29 Cldy LasVegas 9 61 cir  Pendleton 7 39 Clr  SantaFe 7138 clr uanonanemperamreexnemes
Casper 57 27 cl 42 39 Rain Lexington 72 67  Rain Peoria 59 55  Cldy St SteMarie 62 58  Rain Hi:Wed.,99, Thermal, Calif.
Charleston,S.C. 84 64 Cldy Flagsta" 71 32 Clr  Lincoln 56 46 Cli Philadelphia 73 56 Cldy Savannah 85 64 Cldy Lo: Wed., 25, Burns, Ore. and Daniel,
Charleston, WNa. 78 58  Rain 67 61  Rain Little Rock 76 64  PCldy Phoenix 97 68 Cir Seattle 70 49 PCldy Wyo.and 1 Mile West Of Monte Vista,
Charlotte,N.C. 79 63 Rain Fortsmith 7 59 Clr  Los Angeles 9% 66 Cir  Pittsburgh 75 60  Rain Shreveport 80 67 ClrColo. and Santa Maria, Colo.
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The Exchange thanks you
for your service and dedi-
cation to the United States
of America. Visit your local
Exchange as we honor your
service with the annual
“Still Serving” celebration.

Thank you for the
opportunity to still serve you!

CELEBRATE THOSE WHO SERVED

”\RT‘\( R

The Army and Air Force Exchange
is a proud partner of the Vietnam
War Commemoration.

We honor the service, valor and
sacrifice of our veterans of the
Vietnam War and pay tribute to the
families of these veterans.

Enter for a chance to win one, two or all three of these
great prizes at www.facebook.com/AAFES.BX.PX

Calphalon €35

Unison Slide & Sear
Nonstick 10-pc.
cookware set.

Total value $519.

Cuisinart

9 Cuisinart kitchen
appliances.

Total value $2000.

Hurry! This giveaway starts October 3 and ends October 9, 2014

Special Edition
Harley-Davison tool
storage combination
with a 309-pc.
mechanics tool set.
Total value $1800.

——
—_—
—
—_—
—_—
—_—

—_—
—_—
—
—_—
————
—

s
—
——

Visit your local Exchange
for in-store events!

Online
SAVINGS
Club

Your E-newsletter!

Still Serving Savings Event!

10% off

your one-time shopmyexchange.com order over $100!
Enter promo code x4122save
during online checkout.

(Code is case sensitive.)

1yex ge.com/SavingsClub to be the first to know about online
savings events and receive exclusive discounts only available to subscribers.
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Stripes.

SERVICE DIRECTORY:

The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market

Attorneys 178

US & German Attorneys
US & German Divorces « Employment
Wills and Probate + Support Is:

Personal Injury - Tax |I \

Issues

-2069-0
s@nickelonlin

EUROPE'S PREMIER
MILITARY DEFENSE FIRM

COURT & CARPENTER
i Over 45 years defending
servicemembers

Heilbronner Strasse 150,
70191 Stuttgart, Germany
Phone in Germany: 0711 490 04320

www.militarylawfirm.eu

T W
Law Offices Joseph K. Kelso
U.S. Attorney at Law

Specializing in:
U.S. Federal Employment Law,
Administrative Personal Injury and
Medical Malpractice,
Contracts and Immi

Frankfurt am Main
Tel: (06108) 797579 « Fax: (06108) 799622

joseph-kelso@t-online.&&

Dental 902

American
re

Dental

Services Offered:
Family Dentistry
Certified Orthodontics
Crowns and Veneers

Implant Surgery

Zoom Teeth Whitening
Wisdom Teeth Surgery
Nitrous Oxide
Saturday & Evening Appoin

Caring, Friendly American St

Wiesbaden Dental Care
06119 887 2650
Bahnstrasse 14, 65205 Wiesbaden
Wiesbadendental.com

Ramstein Dental Care

06371 406230

Post Strasse 1, 66877 Ramstein
Ramsteindental.com

VEHICLE
SHIPPING SERVICES

= International Shipping
= Import & Export

* Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe)

= Door to door pick-up/delivery service

* Customs clearance
= All Risk Marine Insurance
 Auto Insurance (Germany only)

For Further Information Please Contact

GERMANY UNITED KINGDOM Us.A
+49-6134-2592730 +44-117 9381919 +1-972-602-1670
0800-CARSHIP (Germany only) 0800-7839351 (UK only) +1-800-264-8167 (US only)
i logistics.d i i uk info@tgal.us

WEB: logistics.d hipuk.co.uk www.tgal.us

For 2nd POV Shipments - Offices / Agencies near Military Installations

Dental 902

Financial Services 904

ver 90% Non-Extraction

y

Member Convenient Payment Plans
American Association of
ts

Orthodon No Referral Necessary

Evening & Weekends
TriCare Provider

Dr. Michael Dillon, DDS, MS (Orthod)
Univ of Maryland, Former USAF

LOANS up to $10,000

Dependable POV Shipping

20 Years Experience
supporting the U.S. Military Community

For Active Duty U.S. Military

Professional, Proud Provider of
Superior Customer Service

Call Toll Free

Germany: 0800 YES-LOAN
Italy/Belgium: 00800 YES-LOANS
Stateside: +1.931.802.6522

Port-to-Port or Door-to-Door Delivery Options
All-Inclusive Rates: No Hidden or Surprise Fees

Please contact us for more information and a quotation:

www.yesomni.com
Toll Free (In Germany): 0800-transcar (87267227)

Outside Germany: +49 (0) 6146 6070
Email: povshipping@transcar.de
Web: http://povshipping.transcar.de

”e

“We love to say yes'

cial - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. Al loans subject to approval.

All Treatment Feesin US $

06371-918911

www.dillonortho.com

/ Lillon

Orthodontic
Off Duty?
Amuse Yourself!

Concerts, events, TV,
movies, music, video games,
celebrity antics...

Get entertained with...

STARS& STRIPES.

Are you in
the picture?

Transportation

13\ t

&
Interglobal Shipping GmbH
Specialized Shipping to/from the US & Canada
Autos, Household Goods, Personal Belongings
Contact your Pro’s at the Docks today!l!

Reading Stars and Stripes
gives you a better handle on
issues that affect you most.
No one covers the
bases the way we do.

STARSk, 4 STRIPES.

However you read us, wherever you need us.

0800-522-6274 or 800-WSA-SHIP (972-7447)
info@worldwide-ship.de
www.worldwide-ship.de
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FREE AD Guidelines:

« Free ads are available only DOD ID Card
holders selling personal merchandise.

« Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads
must contain price and contact information.
No websites will be accepted in Free ads,

« Stars and Stripes reserves the right to
re-classify, rewrite and reject any ads.

- - =

STARSU#STRIPES.

CLASSIFIED

Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast

When you see this ﬁ

camera icon go to stripes.com
to view the uploaded photo.
PACIFIC

3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012

040

i 140

SCAM
FADS

Classifieds scams can
target both sellers and
buyers with classifieds
advertisements.

Beaware of the common
red flags.

Some of the latest Scam
fads are:

W Vehicle buyers wanting to
buy sight unseen and have
the vehicle shipped
through an agent using
paypal.

W People saying Free Dog

(different breeds) for
adoption.

Spooktacular
Savings! a

oy
Guersens Infermation
Merchant Rati
2ip Code Database

Announcements 040

tory  Begins,
Kaiserslautern-based US  Sol-

an otherworldly
eniity _descended hirm.
mnice@hotmail.com

SELLER BEWARE

Individuals placing
classified advertising
should use discretion in
concluding the sale of their
property. Not all potential
buyers are reputable or
honest. Stars and Stripes
suggests that you take
precautions to ensure that
potential buyers are
reputable and will be able
to fulfill the terms of the
sale. Stars and Stripes is not
liable for the contractual
relationship between
sellers and buyers of
merchandise advertised in
the newspaper or on the
web site.

BMW
& MINI
parts

* We ship 1o APDs
via LS. mail

* FREE catalog

[ v

www.hllun.cm

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Patriot Military Automobiles
Pre-Owned Center

- We Buy Cars -
ek Buy Car

Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale
- Germany 142 |- Germany 142 |- ltaly
AYBE, 95, 201, $22500.00 | 1898 SitoqBEETIEI | muw, azms, 1600000 2007,

i exerior
ram:

iptror

ool Hoded Seats |

fack ~ Xenon headlvims, LED

ront ers,
i 1o

Al Weaiter Puem res fir'You

wantio res send me an

email ermait

adrian85p1406 @yahoo.com

017632138857

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

foaded 2012
ummit, Mileage
00 miles and to many ierms

o cover: orgnal
Wi ower JoURE PaTrens sem

mile warrany, & a-
BN Condtions: Actomate
Trans (6 speed) Geartronic -
Remote controlled DVD enter-
tainment _ system - ' Adaptive
Cruise Control Extras: Winter
tre wheel "package "Weather
Toe'ch I o0
com

it 7 79, 1900 sige, Car s and

Rave lhs
luded

RS . b
i
s g0 %5

iced e\ Sk
o

irst_owner, this
rebui or saivaged ¢ car Cal ith
hotos
avkiaBie Spon request. Loraiod
in Vicenza,  ltaly
00393203611307  email
abadvico @hotmail.com

Fumniture 510

Jobs Offered 630

Kuwait PCS Sale §100.00 Ku-

hairs ,
Chairs, Refrigerator, TV, Stand

and display. Queen
v, box spring mai
i d_Headboards)
offers entertained. Call  Frank
b for_price

tails viewing. 703’ 635
59505 aot Gnotreil com

Free Europ v o7
Mercedes-Benz, 220CE, 1994
[ $3050.00, 2 doot. blue rigtallc,
auto” tranemissior, radio
Bege e upﬁms«ew i
BMW, 520i, 1997 $2500.00, | antenna, power ' windows &
Mapual ” fransmission.” New | sunr
Bral ag Nt fre u
oYy Wl haictamed wih | 58 st se€ 10 appre
fresh ‘engine overhaul. Siignt | die in excellent. running' cond
rust, divers inspection | tion * Georae celphone
eady. Great famiy car £3500 | or 15253542632 449
Srbést offer. 01709157682 8 2 32 67
Gwh108@fanvo som
o]

1200 Adventure,
$19800 ob 0. AR fe
loaded. Alrl-cooled

outtoch tank ba larm -
Hoaiod Grips - New tires. ar
U5 Saved 6508 s emal
chéz042006@gmail com

Mercedes, E350 Coupe, 2011
35000. DD Black _Customized
350 wi 20' cuslum\zed nims.
Itis n of ind and a head
e S custn s, EL
AMG caliper covevs rear SDm\
R e SR
e ks 2 Weather oot
o . cistom

pa\med hum ol

a5
73790 By

mel ly
5156750406

=2

Chevrolet, Corvette 706, 2001
SIE306.00, wiin only 57000

miles
ance c\u\oh apd sewe Cyhndev

Great s ‘stable
high s
l’ o o far and
pugh super snams and planted
fone
" et

AT
SN heric®yahoo.com

Corvette, Commemorative Ed-
ifion Ccup4 2004 2950000
Exc condiion.

BatePe it

www.patriot-autos.net
“We are Patriots!"

Audi, @5 321 Premium Plus,

gt 17513
1406@yahoo.com

Read STARSNZSTRIPES. online at

sluiz2004@gmail.com
Eords

Ed
EPrthoos % Bes
Ranianeg sefipg 865 1 e
car_purchase. Price as Ihe
NADA Rates the Cal S

> oteatiechancal
conailon, i Soraton on e

I

| Johnnydumm@ gmai.Som

Ford, Focus, 2005 $1400.00

US Specs One Owner, Garage

mainiained Four Wi/ Tires for
4847689 (Work

Free Pho
Keisersiauiem) * 08105717135
Home~ ~ (After 1800 hrs)

o
0631-413-7689

Toyota, Rav 4, 2012 §21500.00
Excellent condition. third_row.
blue tooth, iPod adaptor, privacy
glass, spare (we 06371560761

Mini, Cooper S, 6spoed, Bt
s, Facing  Green, 2010

Ship;
L E0s nclites et Smpr
™ | pag o Js  Asking KBE value
ery G ondition

System, 8 Neated
power io\mng rmrmrs. eated
washer jets,” PDC

© Upiodate and were
completed & official BMW NI
Gealerships: Emal jennwil79
yahog.com. " Jennwilizs
otmail.com

Yo

(5050 Repaced Triin

[Sept 14), replaced Eront
his  Séy

o
iead

eals
Twes 28 Soui S, roben im
inek@usace.army.mil

VW, Golf, 1999 $3000.00, 4-

manual trans, working heater,
AC, power

doors & windows.
jearing winter_ires, _ passe
inspection July 2014, Ready to

drive, please email brandoncha
ze@gmail.com for inquires.

BMW US SPEC&#039is 1st
Buner, 32615, 2007 915750, 00
Tm the first owner, car has beer
el Taker care of and heHoms
Tike end an omal
for 4 parsoral view on post o
off. 0363203611307

Ford, Ranger XLT 4Xd, 2004
$7500.00 V& 4.0L engine, auto-
maic trans.” ABS, "AC" Power

indows_& duor locks (:rmse

Sonir ol To pac:
gt Crey & Bl mlencr 2y
B‘\uebgu fices Good condian
flon°of hi ruck ! ne« go
{ion 3801 598" auatagte forioct
drives. Avala br 10 Oct. email it
interested ve ~questions.

a
0036:357186-1857 3y vavg
ht@hotmail com

888

American Size 220v Fridge with
ICEMAKERIIIIN $350.00 Ameri-
can sized 220v LG refrigerator
with a_built
dispenser.
Fridgo i ave 10 bo picked up

jautern _area.
call it interested
095

Please

ed China_$1000.00
Fine Sorvice * for

Menurst Batteg, Biiner.soup:
salad_platss, Plis 10" Seiving

Bxcatint condton. nD damage
ce " 'n abl
Kidiof@ hotmat o

JEEP, GRAND CHEROKEE,
2012 531600.00 Excellent o
dition “and fully Ioaded = Jex

es
70000 mie wavranly transfera-
blé under condiions’? Automatic

rans (6 ‘speed)” Geartrono. -
Flomote cortrolied DD enior-
fainment _syste Adaptive
Cruise’ Conlrol Extras:  Winter
fire._wheel package Weathe
Tech " Joor and” rear  liner
chez042006gmail.cx

Motorcycles 164

Harley Davidson, Softail De-
loxe, 2007 $12000.00 - US
Spets: Garage kept, Low mie-
2ge. - Bxc i ot condiion! New | &
Tes. New HD bt W
Bar sind Toot pegs, KU Ifolims
ar fler 228 iate reiocation

kit, Harley Davidson touring seat
A Tamuatia back st Bibar
Gparades molude a ' o Alloy

engme
and_grips,
B Gusiom brae. fluid covers
brado porter@gmail.com

R1200 Adventure . BMW, 20
1/000.00) Consider his bwke
FULLY LOADED

ring, G i
T Read g Bty Fou

h%hl protector, OEM._battery
arger, boxes,

Touratecn Iank bag “Ong owner
- m
Heatad Grns - Row tres - Ful

serviced fomall  cnez04200
gmaii.cor

FROM USA Overseas

Musical Instruments 740

Boss Loop Staion Gutay £f;

'$125.00 Boss RC-2

SRalion gular ofiects ped-

ab *Bucellent Gondition. Contact
Jeffgw@gmail com

Di h Whammy Pedal Gui-
tay lecnswsnon erfect condi-
tlon” with - t

wi
Jetigw@ gmail.com

Fender '65 Deluxe Reverb
Guitar Pedal | 39500 Fender | w

a
Excallent® Condition witn” Bk
Becrcateg e one of iho 1965
Fen everd guitar
S Sontas JHgmgnean. com

Gibson Les Paul Classic Guitar
gssu 00 Original” USA™ made
007 Gibson Les Paul Classic in
cunburst fish, Excelent cond-
Fono' Seraténe: age
Upgraded Glbson | Bursmuc of
Pro_pick position.
Ongma\ documentau i &

d Gib-
LB AT ard 2ase nelo-

e
stein  area ontact
foligwagmal 2o for derall
o)

son Les Paul Cigsec Guitar
§ie inal USA
T I
sunburst fish, Excellnt cond-
tion, "no_scratche
Upgraded Glbson B

Briage posiion
Ongma\ documentauon and Gib-
son clu-
384, Ercalent saundi T cah o
fonger play due to_permanent
hand injury. Located in Ram.

a

area ct
oltawogmal cam for derals.

a0

0118

University of Maryland
University College Europe
Employment

UMUC Europe is seeking applicants

for the following posi

Director, Human Resources
(UMUC Europe Administrative HQ
Kaiserslautern, Germany)
Field Staff and
Faculty Members
(Various locations in
Europe and Downrange)

Tel: +49-(0)631-534-80252
E-mail: hrjobs-europe @umuc.edu

www.europe.umuc.edu/jobs

UMUC Europe is an EEO employer.

Musical Instruments740 | Person to Person 800

Guild D4-12 12 string acoustic | | Stars and Stripes reserves
guitar 600,00, Original USA || the right to reject any free
it Parioct condiont Sxcel. || advertisement request.

ey "% g | | The use of full names is not

onder” picy G o' pertianatt | | permitted. You must be 18

nand inuy. Located i Fam,
act| | yearsofageorolderto

it gmal Som for dewals. place a free person to

person advertisement.

D-16GT__Dreadnought
Ko 16 To/R 58 Craral | o

U8R made Mariin'D-16GT porting Goods 980

tar. Excellent condifon with no
scratches - or  damage.

mahogany back and Sides with | For Sale .38 cal_Smith &
Sika Spruce” top finished. in a | Wesson Revolver $250.00 Mod-
polished gloss |

ol 61, staniess steel body, wih

cluded. Am; und! | can | 4° bairel in dozen founds

nolmngsrp\aydue(c ermanem froagh it Wil mluds Righnse
han ocated I Ram: | holster, " cell ' 0172-5725644
6 ATt | B8SIeend” el kabigad

hotmail.com

eifaw gma o for deralls

Trek Discovery Channel Road

Yamaha Arius Digital Pjano | Bike $625.00 21" frame. Shima-

$600.00 Yamana Airus YDP- 105, Bontrage ' race  lite

740 83-key digital piano, Excel- | wheels. Treck wircless comput-

lent "~ coni act | er,  Greal condition. Contact

Jeffgw@gmail.com jettgwgmail.com
gmail.com

Visit Stripes.com for details.
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Announcements

Spooktacular
Savings! QW

WWW.0CORUS.COM/SCAry

anch
Oversens Information
Merchant Rating
Zip Code Database

'APO/FPO/DPOs!
WWW,0CONUS.Com

Autos for Sale
- Japan

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

gma Crown - Majesta, 1999
Metallic. black 1999
2 Cron Mg
ko A
£R. Motiated sclfer wilin
io negtidtel JOT unii Vi
2015 and wi

jesta_for sale

X
james 0-6684-2680 o
email jritton@ ve.com, or
danlia il com
Gahliamcd @ g

Chiysler, 300 Lmied 2008
$1aton.do, 2008 Chrgsler 300
Limited. $14,00

miles. ' Origir

Ask David

010-3080-7946

X Solara Coupe,
2007 $6500.00 2507 SoE8

E Coupe (KBB $7,200,
250 3 5B SHE, T8 s
great o absolu(ely no’ problems,

angon

itefior - deail
yu@gmail.com

- Korea 168

250
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Davidson. | - currently

Oha Hawal hear Folt Shater
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Wortthe

§

the’ is
Gondition and s w
1 wil send a
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Attusa @ gmail cor
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Ysborne Books, & More, in
kinawa $10.00

grovlqu S oy oty
00ks afd encotraging a love of

reading

FRAoIng criren Sucared 7 e,

fom ' almost 2,000
Eriht colorul_andfun “iiles
I i ity of
s i "

ubjects. Usborme baoks. a
produced o the highest possible
Standards wih the uimost care

and alt given very
Stage o Froduclmn The best
s that will build upon yt

o jou
reading. hat’ wil

fast a lifefime! www.freckledfrog

books.com jauket@gmail.com

Take the fuss out of packing up
for your next PCS—sell
everything with Stripes

free classifieds!
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODDS EUROPE

Weekend peek

Kaiserslautern-Ramstein rivalry takes center stage

Archrivals renew acquaintances on Royals” home turf in football, volleyball and cross country

By GREGORY BROOME
Stars and Stripes

One day soon, the classic DODDS Eu-
rope rivalry between Kaiserslautern and
Ramstein might sway in the Raiders’ favor.
It’s unlikely, however, that Saturday will be
that day.

The archrival Raiders and Royals match
up in three different sports this weekend,
all of them on Ramstein turf. But that’s not
the only reason the Royals have the edge.

Start on the gridiron, where Kaiser-
slautern appeared to be closing the gap
with Ramstein. The Raider arrow pointed
upward, with a long-awaited playoff berth

boosting spirits and a fresh core of impact
players coming online. The Royals were
supposedly descending a peg after a title-
game loss to Wiesbaden ruined a dominant
season and a cruel summer skimmed their
talent base. Then reality intervened and
the status quo reasserted itself.

Kaiserslautern saw its position as up-

d: ing fringe ds usurped
immediately when Patch handed the Raid-
ers a 41-20 opening-night defeat. That was
chased a week later with a crushing 40-3
drubbing at the hands of defending champ
Wiesbaden.

Meanwhile Ramstein is not just 2-0, it’s
the most emphatic 2-0 possible. The Royals

started the season by obliterating Patch’s
momentum with a 45-0 shutout win; a week
later, they hung 54 unanswered points on
overwhelmed Lakenheath.

A volleyball upset looks equally unlikely
for the Raiders.

Ramstein has been far from perfect in
defending its European championship, los-
ing to Patch twice and struggling to put
away Black Forest Academy, Lakenheath
and Bitburg.

It’s not that the Royals aren’t vulnerable
to an upset; it’s just that the Raiders prob-
ably aren’t quite ready to pull one off. The
young team is still finding its way and has
won just one set in its 0-4 start.

The Raiders’ third chance to land a blow
against Ramstein will come on the cross
country course, but the numbers caution
against that as well.

Royal contenders John Casey and Aaron
Schlosser have posted times placing them
in the DODDS Europe boys top 10 this sea-
son; Madison Morse and Katelyn Schultz
have done the same on the girls side. No
Raider runners have joined them on that
list of the elite.

For now, Kaiserslautern is overmatched
in the DODDS Europe game of thrones.
And winter can’t come soon enough.

broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes

Games of the week

Weekend schedule

Volleyball
Sigonella, Vicenza at AOSR

Saturday

There are a lot of reasons to like
American Overseas School of Rome.

The Falcons return six players from a
team that went undefeated in the regu-
lar season and reached the DODDS
Europe Division Il title match. The team
that beat them for the title, Naples,
moved up to Division I. The Falcons are
loaded with talent and experience, no-
tably outside hitter Margo Snipe, setter
Margaret Quinn and libero Olivia Man-
sager. Finally, the Falcons are off to a
4-0 start.

But it's that last fact that is cause for
caution.

AOSR's four wins have all come
against the same opponent, Rome
neighbor Marymount. Though each has
been a decisive straight-set victory for
the Falcons, they make it hard to deter-
mine AOSR'’s viability as a contender.

That will change this weekend as
AOSR shares the court with tougher
competition in 4-2 Vicenza, another
strong team recently promoted to Divi-
sion |, and reigning Division Ill cham-
pion Sigonella.

Once those matches are in the
books, AOSR’s Division Il rivals will
have a better idea of what they're up
against.

24/7 sports at stripes.com k

Football
Vicenza at Naples

Saturday

Though they share a division and a
region, the Cougars and Wildcats have
so far played vastly different seasons.

Vicenza has feasted on a very ad-
vantageous early schedule. Its three
wins have come over likely non-con-
tenders International School of Brus-
sels, SHAPE and Aviano; those teams
will take a 4-6 combined record into
the weekend.

Naples, meanwhile, has been solid
over its first three games, but has just
one win to show for its efforts. Its two
losses have come to undefeated jug-
gernauts Ansbach and Hohenfels, the
latter by a respectable 40-28 margin.

The Cougars and Wildcats share just
one common opponent in SHAPE, and
each beat the Spartans by a similar
spread. Naples won 20-7 on Sept. 20;
Vicenza won 20-10 on Sept. 27.

A Naples win might reverse the two
teams’ momentum. Naples would
enter its regular-season finale against
Aviano in position to drag a winning
season from its arduous schedule. Vi-
cenza would be at risk of a two-game
losing streak against Hohenfels.

A Vicenza win would cement the
Cougars as a title threat and doom the
Wildcats to a sub-.500 record.

Relocation GUIDE

Get the latest results:
stripes.com/sports/europe

Football
Bitburg at Hohenfels

Saturday

It's remarkable how one game can
change the fortunes of the teams that
play it.

Hohenfels' stunning 38-28 win
at Bitburg last October ousted the
Barons from the postseason, ended
their DODDS Europe-record winning
streak and dashed their chance at
a fifth straight Division Il European
championship.

The Tigers, meanwhile, won that
very championship a week later, a 38-
35 victory over SHAPE.

Those trends have continued in
2014. Coach Mike Laue’s Bitburg's
squad (3-1) is still a top-tier team, but
is invincible no longer, having taken a
50-8 loss to Ansbach.

Head coach Larry Daffin has trans-
formed Hohenfels from an upstart
team striving for repspectability into
the role of frontrunner with a 3-0 start
to its season. The Tigers are averaging
46 points a game on offense and sur-
rendering just 16 a contest.

Perhaps that represents the new sta-
tus quo in Division Il football. But as
Hohenfels proved a year ago, even the
firmest of foundations will eventually be
toppled.

Football

Friday
Menwith Hil/Woodham at Interna-
tional School of Brussels
Saturday
Kaiserslautern at Ramstein
Patch at Vilseck
AFNORTH at Rota
SHAPE at Alconbury
Bitburg at Hohenfels
Ansbach at Baumholder
Vicenza at Naples

Volleyball
Saturday
Lakenheath, Kaiserslautern, Vilseck
at Ramstein
AFNORTH, SHAPE, Menwith Hill at
Alconbury
Black Forest Academy, Wiesbaden
at Patch
International School of Brussels at
Baumholder
Bitburg, Ansbach at Hohenfels
Aviano, Marymount at Naples
Sigonella, Vicenza at American Over-
seas School of Rome

Cross country
aturday
Bitburg, Wiesbaden, Kaiserslautern
at Ramstein
AFNORTH, SHAPE, Cobham at
Lakenheath
Black Forest Academy, Brussels, St.

Follow your favori
stripes.com/spol

John’s at Baumholder
Patch,  Ansbach,
Hohenfels
Vicenza, Sigonella at Naples
Marymount, Aviano, Florence at
American Overseas School of Rome

Vilseck  at

Tennis
Saturday
Lakenheath at Alconbury
AFNORTH at International School of
Brussels
Patch at Ramstein
Aviano at Marymount
Vicenza at Naples
Bitburg, Ansbach at Hohenfels
Kaiserslautern at Wiesbaden

Golf
Thursday-Friday

European championships at
Wiesbaden
Follow the action

Gregory Broome has
the latest on Twitter
@broomestripes

Moving? Find Your Home Online!

AN L

//{?/ militarybyowner.com
e |

N Succeed with Your Military Network @

Advertising Homes For Sale or Rent
Near US Military Installations

AST

Click today...cash today™

We've been making
loans of up to
$10,000 to active
duty military for
over 63 years.

www.yesomni.com

“We love to say yes

Visit Stripes.com
for details.
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODDS PACIFIC

Game of the week

Football: Daegu (3-0)
vs. Humphreys (2-2)

When — 6 p.m. Friday.

Where — Blackhawks Field, Camp
Humphreys, South Korea.

What — Chance for the visitors, the
defending Far East Division Il cham-
pion Warriors, to clinch a berth in a Pa-
cific record-tying sixth D-II title game,
matching Robert D. Edgren’s record.
The Warriors won last year's D-Il title
game 33-12 over Edgren, Daegu’s third
in school history, also tying Edgren, and
three titles in four years. Last-stand,
must-win game for the host Black-
hawks. The Korea D-Il team with the
best record will travel to the site of the
DODDS-Japan D-II finalist on Nov. 7.

Schedule

In their first meeting this season,
Daegu rallied from an early 12-0 deficit
to overpower the Blackhawks 38-12 at
Camp Walker on Sept. 12.

Players to watch — Humphreys will
rely on speedy Dai'Quan Wilson and
athletic quarterback Tyreke Slaughter
to try to level the season series 1-1.
Daegu’s main weapons are its tandem
of DeAndre Rosalie (312 rushing yards,
four touchdowns, 36 carries) and De-
Marco Andrews (275, 4, 16).

Also — A Blackhawks victory Fri-
day would delay the crowning of the
DODDS-Korea D-Il champion until
Oct. 24, when the teams meet again
at Camp Walker, Daegu’s homecoming
game.

— Dave Ornauer, Stars and Stripes

Football

Friday

Perry at American School In Japan,
4:30 p.m.

Daegu at Humphreys, 6 p.m.

Kinnick at Yokota, 7 p.m.

Zama at Edgren, 7 p.m.

Father Duenas at George Washing-
ton, 7 p.m.

Saturday

Kubasaki at Seoul American, 3 p.m.

Guam at Southern, 3 p.m.

Simon Sanchez at Okkodo, 7 p.m.

Cross country
Saturday
DODDS-Japan teams at Edgren
Taejon Christian, Seoul Foreign, In-
ternational Christian-Uijongbu, Chad-
wick vs. Osan, Seoul International,
Gyeonggi Suwon International, Hum-
phreys at Gyeonggi Suwon

Girls volleyball
Friday
Yokota at CAJ, Kinnick at ASIJ
Seoul Foreign at Daegu
JFK at St. John's, Harvest Christian
at St. Paul, Okkodo at Simon Sanchez,
Guam Adventist at Guam, Academy of
Our Lady at Notre Dame
Friday-Saturday
King at Perry
Saturday
Yongsan at Seoul American

Tennis
Friday
Daegu at Osan
Friday-Saturday
King and Perry at WJAA tournament
at Senri Osaka

Saturday
Kinnick at St. Mary’s (boys)
Yongsan at Seoul American

Three other key matchups

Weekend peek

Daegu wants to ‘close it out’

Warriors can clinch Far East slot, but Humphreys can knot series

By DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

A sense of urgency pervades this week for the
Daegu football team.

The reigning Far East Division II champions be-
come road Warriors this week for their second of
three regular-season meetings with Humphreys,
and the only one at Camp Humphreys.

Daegu has already clinched the season series
with Osan and leads the Blackhawks 1-0 by virtue
of its 38-12 win over Humphreys on Sept. 12. With a
win Friday, the Warriors can clinch a berth in their
Pacific record-tying sixth D-II title game Nov. 7 at
the site of the DODDS-Japan D-II finalist. Kickoff
on Friday is 6 p.m.

“We’ve talked about the fact that our message
this week is we haven’t won anything yet,” Warriors
coach Ken Walter said.

He hopes his charges can “close it out ... some-
thing we want to put to bed early” so they can spend
the rest of the season getting healthy and developing
new players. He also doesn’t want the team’s home-
coming game, Oct. 24 against Humphreys, to be a
“pivotal game.”

A specific area the Warriors are improving in is
the offensive line. They entered the season with just
four experienced linemen; next week at Osan, Wal-
ter says he can average 240 pounds across the line,
tackle to tackle.

“Our one weakness was size,” Walter said. “Now,
we'’re getting to where we have seven linemen who
are game-ready, and that’s a big plus for us. We're
getting better. If we get past this test, the rest of the
(season) will be developing kids and getting ready
for Far East.”

Humphreys also has much at stake; a win does
make the Oct. 24 game the most meaningful each
team will play this season.

“We know what’s at stake here,” coach Aaron
Mundy said. “We’re going to give it our best shot.
Daegu’s in the driver’s seat. They’re coming to
Humphreys this time. I'm sure Ken will have them
ready to play.”

While Daegu is fielding bigger bodies, Humphreys
players’ “general football knowledge” continues to
improve. “We took over a team of great kids with
limited football knowledge,” Mundy said.

Ceune Jao/Special to Stars and Stripes

Humphreys running back Osie Cruz gets some
assistance on a run in the Blackhawks’ loss to

Daegu on Sept. 12. Humphreys needs a win in
Friday’s rematch to remain alive for a D-Il title.

Tuesday was probably the Blackhawks’ “best
practice of the year,” Mundy said. “We’ve gotten
better. I'm sure they’ve gotten better. We’re both
small teams. We have some injuries that will affect
us. It’s whoever executes better on Friday who will
win.”

Another critical D-II battle takes place at Misawa
Air Base on Friday, where Edgren hopes to go over
the .500 mark in a rematch of last Friday’s 18-14
Eagles win at Zama.

Two games with Division I implications are also
on tap, defending DODDS-Japan champion Kinnick
visiting Yokota on Friday and defending D-I cham-
pion Kubasaki looking to keep pace with the Red
Devils when the Dragons visit Seoul American.

ornauer.dave@stripes.com

Football

Kubasaki at Seoul American
Saturday, 3:30 p.m.

Defending Far East Division | champion Dragons
pitting dual-threat quarterback DeCurtis Davis (34-
for-55, 453 yards, nine touchdowns; 167 rushing
yards, 40 carries) into Sims Field against the Falcons,

winless in D-I.

24/7 sports at stripes.com k,

Football
Kinnick at Yokota
Friday, 7 p.m.

Reigning DODDS-Japan champion Red Devils
unleashing Dre Paylor, the Pacific’s second-leading
rusher (779 yards, Pacific-high 12 touchdowns, 79

carries) into Bonk Field.

Get the latest results:
stripes.com/sports/pacific

Foll

stri

Girls volleyball
Kinnick at ASIJ
Friday, 7 p.m.

First of two regular-season meetings between the
Red Devils and Mustangs, who've played the last
three years for the Far East D-I Tournament title, with
ASIJ winning all three, the last behind reigning tourna-
ment Most Valuable Player Mia Weinland.

Pacific sportshlog
Check in for
frequent updates
stripes.com/pacblog

70
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YOUR low price JOURNEY STARTS HERE
ZRIDGESTONE
VISA®" PREPAID CARD

WHEN YOU BUY A SELECT SET OF 4 BRIDGESTONE TIRES.
ONLINE OR MAILAN REBATE. VALID 10/5/14 THROUGH 10/11/14.

For most orders. Some restrictions apply.

FREE SAME-DAY SHIPPING!

©ntinental®  coomemrmes

discounttiredirect.com

888-459-4058
602-735-1800

M-F:8am.-9pm. SAT:9am. -6 pm. EST
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net
Tennis

China Open
Wednesday
At The National Tennis Center

ing
Purse. Men, sz 75 nIIllmn (WTSMI))v
remier)

survace‘ Hard outdoor

Second Round
Novak Diokovic (1), Serbia, def. Vasek
Pospisil, Canada, 6-

John isner (s) United states, def. Tom-
my Robredo, Spam 3 s 7 5,7-6 (4).

Petra Kitova (3) Czech Republic, def.
Peng Shuai, China, 6-4, 6

Samantha Stostr, Australia, def. Caro-
line Wozniacki (6), Denmark, 6-4, 7-6 (9).

Alize Cornet, France, def. Lauren Da-
vis, United States, 6.2, -1
Third Re

Maria Sharapova (4), Russla def. Car-

la Suarez Navarro, Sgam ).

econd Roun

Cara Black Zimbabwe, and Sania Mir-
za (2), India, def. Angelique Kerber (),
Germany, def. Casey Dellacqua, Austra-
lia, walkover.

Japan Open
Wednesday
At Ariake Colosseum

Purse 51.37 m‘II ion (wrsoo)
face: Hard-Outdoor

ingles
rst Round
Nishikori (4), Japan, def. Ivan
Dodig, Croatia, 6-3, 6-4.
econd Round
Benjamin Becker, Germany, def. Tat-
suma lto, Japan, 6-3, 6-3.
teve 'Johnson, Umtea States, def.
Marce\ Granoliors: Spain, 4-6. 6.
k Sock, Unite States. “def, Andrey
Golubev, Kazakhstan, 6-3,
Gilles Slmon France‘ def G\IIes Muller,
Luxembourg, 4- 6 (1), 6
Do bl

jerre-Hugues Herbord, France, and
Michal PrzySIeZnﬂ PcIand def. Bob and
M\ke Bryan (1), United StatES, 4-6, 6-3,

‘Van Dodig, Groatia, and Marcelo Melo
(2), Brazil, def. Daniéle Bracciali, Italy,
(an)dBEgouard Roger-Vasselin, France, 7-6

Eric Butorac, United States, and Raven
Klaasen (4), South Africa, def. Dominic
Inglof, Britain, and Florin Mergea, Romas
nia 64,

v Bopanna and Leander paes,
India, 46, Tafsuma 166 and G0 Seeda. 2
pan, 6-1,7-6 (7).

Wednesday’s transactions

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS M‘INERS — Signed
RHP Bryan Bierlein and QF Jon Minucci.

National Footbail League
pended Carolma DE Frank
Alexander an add\tlo al 10 games after
violating the league’s Substance abuse
policy again.
ARIZONA cnnmns — Re-signed LB
Desmond Bis
HICAGO E RS — Signed CB Tedd
Williams from Arizona’s practice squa
Waived LB Terrell Manning.
HOCKE!

National Hockey Leag
DALLAS STARS — Tea D yrki
Jokipakka and RW Brelt Ritthie to Texas

NEW YORK RANGERS — Reassigned
conor Allen, Mat Bodie, Chris Bourque,
Ryan Bourgue, Tommy Hu

Kristo, Jason Missiaen,

ette,
lebuyck, F Garl Kiingberg and F IC Lip:
to St. John's (AHL).
Major League Soccer

MLS — Fined Sporting Kansas City D
Igor Juliao an undisclosed amount for
violating the lea
hands 19 face/nead of an oppopent in a

. 26 against New England. Suspend:

S blorado ME Carlas ANAreE one o
Shd fined him an ngisclosed amount for
Violating the league’s policy on enterin
the field of play/leaving the ben ch 2
{6chnical ‘area during & Sept. 379
Sgainst san Jose. Fined RealSalt ake
20ach Jeft Cassar an undisciosed amount
for_improper bench behavior during a
Sept, 27 game against Vancouver.

G DALLAS — Slgned MF Alefaridro ze-
ndejas.

College football Pro football

Schedule
Friday, Oct. 3
EAST
Lafayette (2-2) at Fordham (4-1)
Louisville (4-1) at Syracuse (2-2)

EST

§an Diego St 2-2) at resno St. (2:3)
h St. (2 2) atBvu @0)
saturday, Oct. 4

Ball St. (1-3) at Army (1-3)
20) at Georgetown (2:3)
D) at Columbia (0-2)

Stony Brook (1-4) at Towson (2-3)
Sacred Heart (3-1) at Delaware (3-1)
Kansas (2-2) at West Virginia (2-2)
@ éﬂmes Madison (2-3) at Albany (NY)
Alderson-Broaddus (3-1) at Wagner

Michigan (2-3) at Rutgers (4-1)
SOUTH

SMU (0-4) at Fast Carolina (3-1)
Marshall (4-0) at Old Dominion (3-2)
Ohio St. (3-1) at Maryland(
S(()uth)ern Miss. (2-3) at Middle Tennes-
Texas A&M (5-0) at Mississippi St. (4-

Florida (2-1) at Tennessee (2-2)
V|r9m|a Tech (3-2) at North Carolina

Daylon (2-1) at Davidson (1-4)
Drake (2-2) at Jacksonville (3-1)

Howard (1-4) at NC Central (1-3;
W. Carolina (3-1) at Presbyterian (2-2)
Norfolk St. (1-4) at Savannah

o S,)ramblmg St. (2-3) at Alabama A&M
Mercer 4-1) at Samford 2:2)
NC State (4-1) at Clemson (2-
Wake Forest (2-3) at Florida =y “o
a (4-0) at Mississippi (4-0)
AR U S U S % ae

lanta.
Delaware St. (1-4) at Bethune-Cook-
man ( )
M (1-4) at Chattanooga (2-2)
Vanderbiit (1-4) at Georgia (3-1)
UT-Martin (1-4) at Jacksonville st. (3-

Northwestern St. (2-2) at SE Louisiana

“Morgan St. (2-3) at Florida A&M (0-4)
South Alabama (2-2) at Appalachian

“Butler (2-2) at Stetson (2-2)
Ark.-Pine Bluff (1-3) at Southern U. (2-

LSU (4-1) at Auburn (4-0)

E. Kentucky (4-0) at Ausnn Peay (0-4)

Coastal Carolina (5-0) at Furman (3-3)

Prairie View (0-4) at Jackson St. (3-2)

Richmond (2-2) at Liberty (3-2)

UTEP (2-2) at Louisiana Tech (2-3)

Georgia St. (1-3) at Louisiana-Lafay-
ette (1-3)

nlch?lls )St (0-5) at McNeese St. (2-1)

pittsburgh (3-2) at Virginia (3-2
Murray St. (1-3) at Tennessee Tech (1-

Purdue (2-3) ity (3-2)

)
E. Michigan (1-3) at Akron (2-
Tennessee St. (4-1) at SE Niscouri @3-

North  Toxas (2-2) at |nd|ana @-2)

N. lowa (2-2) at Indiana
Youngstown St. (3-1) at Missouri St.

Buffalo (3-2) at Eowlvn?‘ Green G2
0Ohio (3-2) at Cent. Mic

Wisconsin (3-1) at No rthwes(ern (2-2)
Stanford (3-1)"at Notre Dame (4-0),

:30 p.
N Bakota st. (4-0) at W. IIIInOIS 2-3)
Kent St. (0-4) at N. Illinois (3-

Memphis (2-2) at Cincinnati (2 1)
Houston: Baptist (1-3) &t ncarnate
Word (0-5)

Texas Tech (2-2) at Kansas St. (3-1)
South Dakota (2-2) at S. Illinois (4-1)
Toledo (3-2) at W. Michigan (2-2)
Nebraska (Esg)ui_lrt Michigan St. (3-1)

HWEST
lowa St. (1-3) a toklahcma)st @1

Lamar (3-2)

Louisiana-Monroe (3-1) at Arkansas
St. (2-2

Hawaii (1-3) at Rice (1-3)

ent, Arkansas (2-3) at Stephen F.

Austin (3-1)

Idaho (0-4) at Texas St. (2-2)

MVSU (0-4) at Texas Southern (4-1)

Tulsa (1-3) at Colorado St. (3-1)

Navy (2-3) at Air Force (3-1

N. Arizona (3-2) at N. Colorado (1-3)

Oregon St. (3-1) at Colorado (2-3)

Idaho St. (2-2) at E. Washington (4-1)

31 tsouthem Cal 3-1)

s (i-3) at Portland St. (1-3

o %eorgla Southern G252t Rew Mexico
UNLV (1-4) at San Jose St. (1-3)
Montana St. (3-2) at Sacramento St.

S. Utah (1-4) at cal Poly (1-3)
Boise st. (3-2) at'Nevada G-1)
tah (3-1) at UCLA (4-0)
» Eiilarnia G35 at Wathington st. 2-

NFL injury report
NEW YORK — The updated National
Football League injury report, as provid-
ed by the |ea
CHICAGO BEARS at CAROLINA PAN-
NP: LB Lance Briggs
nee), S Dixon (hamstrm ), LB
Shea McClellin (hand), LB D.J. Willial

G Matt Slauson (ankle). ri
Conte (shoulder), WR n_Mar-
shall (ankle). PANTHERS: DNP: TE Richi

e), CB Melvin Whlte (thigh).
Thomas Davis (hip).

CI.EVELAND BHDWNS at TENNFSSEE
TITANS — BROWNS: DNP:

Tioore (iincse LIVITE: esm

Bryant (glute, wrist). RE Ben Tate (nee),

e Thomas (not injury related). FULI
T o cameron (houiaer) 16
Barkevious Mingo (shoulden), CB Blster

Skrine (thumb). TITANS: DNP: TE Taylor
Thomuson (knee), CB Blidi_Wreh-Wil-
cussion).” LIMITED: TE Delanie

con
Walker (shoulder). FULL: DT Jurrell Casey
(foot), OB Jake Locker (right wrist), DE
chatl Pltmtua (knee).

OUIS RAMS at PHILADELPHIA
EAGI.ES — RAMS: DNP: CB Trumaine
Johnson (knee), C Barre(‘t Jones (back),
LIMITED: WR

B

i (th\gh) EAGLES OUT. C Jason Kelce
(hernia). DNP: CB Bi don Boykin (ham-

roII II (ankle) TE James Casey (knee), WR
Josh Huff (shos ulder) WR Jeremy Maclln
(hamstring), WR Brad Smith_ ( roln)‘
Matt Tobin (ankle), S Earl Wolff (knet

(backy, WR Harry Douglas (foot).
ITED: WR Devin I'\IAelsler (ankle), S KemaI

Beckham Jr. (hamstring), LB Devol
nard (hamstring), P Steve Weatherford
(left ankle).

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS at NEW OR-
LEANS SAINTS — BUCCANEERS: DNP: DE
Larry English (hamstring), WR Mike Ev-
ans (groin), S Dashon Goldson (ankle),
DE_Michaei Johnson (ankle), QB Josh
McCown (right thumb), TE Austil
ferian-Jenkins (ankle). LIMITED: LB Ma-
son Fosler (shoulder). DT Gerald MCCOy
(hand). S P: C Jonathan Goodr
i Checio: R WAtk Ingram (hands, 5
Erik Long (ankle), CB Corey WhIIf (fdo)ot)

ead),

n Se-

c| of
(th\gh) FULL: L8 Curtis. Lofton, (shoul
der), TE Benjamin Watson (groin).

BOYS — TEXANS: DNP: CB A.J. Bouye
(groin), T Duane Brown (knee), LB Jade-
veon Clowney (knee), LB Brian Cushing

e), S Eddie P ).
Watt (thigh). LIMITED: WR Damaris John-
son (foot), CB Johnathan Joseph (knee).
FULL: LB Akeem Dent (shoulder), C Chris
Myers (ankIe). SD.. J Swearinger (elbow).

88 or o ol :
Melton (hamstring), DE Anthony Spencer
(knee>. FULL: WR Déz Bryant (shoulder),
LB Relando NicClain (groin
S bEiromr Lions
2 Bt L8 Nigel Bradham (knee),
Marcus Easley (nec), G Chris Wil
Mo thadho o1 Yole s (ks
LRRITEDCE Ron Brooks. (shouIder), LB
Randell Johnson (knee). Fi
GaIe Booawin Ceonenstion. WH § sammy
Watkins (ribs). LIONS: DNP: RB Joi
Bell (concussion), TE Joseph Fauria Gan-
kle), WR Calvin Johnson (ankle), LB Tra-
vis Lewis (quadriceps), RB Theo Riddick

(hamstring), CB Cassius vaugnn (ankle).
LIMITED: DT Nick Fairley (knee), DE Devin

i ‘Qwell Jackson (not injur;
DE Arthur Jones (ankle), T Jacl
(ankle), WR Reggie Wayn:

‘Colt Anderson (Groin; LB
Andy Studebaker (hamstring), G Hu
Thornton (ankle).
ITTSBURGH STEELERS at JACKSON-
VILLE JAGUARS — STEELERS: DNP: WR
artavis Bryant (wllness), LB james Har-
rison (iliness), DE Brett Keisel (not injury
related), TE Heath Miller (not injury relat-
ed), S Mike Mitchell (not injury related),
S Troy Polamalu (not injury related), LE
Ryan Shazier (knee), CB Ike Taylor (fore-
TED: T Marcus Gilbert (a nkle).
Markus Wheaton (groin).
Ramon Foster (ankle). JAGUARS: DNP
CB Dwayne Gratz (concussion), Wi
e Lee (hamstring), WR Cecil Shorai
(hamstri ) TE Mickey Shuler (illness).
LIMITED: avis (shoulden, DT
Roy Vifer il (Vankle). RB Will Ta'ufo'ou
(ankle). FULL: G Austin Pasztor (hand).
IZONA CARDINALS at DENVER
CARDINALS: DNP: OB Car-
on Palmer (right shouider). LIMITED:
RB Andre Ellington (foot), Paul Fanaika

lex Okafor h), DE Fro-
stee Rucker (calf), P Dave Zastudil (left
ob Housler (hip). BRON~

TED: entee McCray (knee). FULL:
< Quinton Canter (nac e VirgH droen
(concussion), K Brandon McManus (right
0in), LB Dal tTreva han (knee), G
Louls Vasquez i
AS CITY CHIEFS at SAN FRAN-
CI19C0 49ERS © CHIERS: DIP: WR Done
Avery (groin), S Eric Berry (ankle). LIMIT-
D: R Jamas] Chaties (anide). L3 Tamba
Se X

DT Just
smith (not injury related). LIMITED
toine Bethea (ankle), DT Tony Jerod-| Ed'
die (shoulder) P Andy Lee (right ankle),
C Marcus Martin (knee). TE Vance Mc-
Donald (knee), S Eric Reid (hamstring).
LL: WR Mlch el Crabtree (foot), RB
Frank Gore (bac
W YORK JETS at SAN DIEGO CHAR-
JETS: R David Nelson (anr
kIE) LIMITED G WIIIIE Colon (knee), W
Nick hanigora

wi
E Ladarius Green (hamstringy, TE David
ohnson (shoulder), LB Jarret Johnson

CINCINNATI BENGALS at NEW ENG-
LAND PATRIOTS — BENGALS: DNP: LB
Vontaze Burfict (concussion), DE Robert
Geathers (toe), DE Margus Hunt (shoul-
der), WR Marvin Jones (ankle). Mlke
Pollak (knee), DT Brandon omp:

(kn Kevin zemer (cali) LIMITED
SGeorge tioka, (abdomen) FULL: RB Rex

Burkhead (kn B Emmanuel Lamur
(COnCuSSIOr\)‘ LB 'Sean Porter (pam
string). RIOTS: DNP: S Nate Ebner

(fingen), T c ameron_Fleming (flnger)
LIMITED: LB Jamie Collins (thigh), CB
Alfonzo Dennard (shoulder), LB Dont'a
Hightower (knee), DE Chandler Jones
}ihou\)der). FULL:' TE Rob Gronkowski
nee).

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS at WASHINGTON
REDSKINS — No Data Reported.

AP sportlig|

Oct. 3
2 — With a victory in the Jockey
Club Gold Cup, Whirlaway becomes the
first horse to amass more than $500,000
in lifetime earnine
abby Thomson hits a three-
run homer off Ralph Branca of the Brook-
lyn Dodgers with one out in the bottom
of the minth to give the New York Giants a
dramatic 5-4 playoff victory and the Na-
tlcnal League pennant,

— Billie Jean King wins the Vir-
lea SI\mS -Thunderbird tournament in
Phoenix to become the first women ten-
nis player to win $100,000 in one year.

1973 — The formation of the World
Football League is announced.

Robinson signs a
$175, 02 year player-manager  con-
tract with the Cleveland Indians, mak-
ing him the first black manager in major
Ieague history.

Southern California’s Marcus
Allen fushes Jor 33 vards against Or-
egon State, his fourth straight 200-pius
rushing game,

990 — Cecil Fielder completes a star-
tling_season by homering for the 50th
and 51st times as the Detroit Tigers beat
the New York Yankees 10-3. Fielder is the
first American Leaguer since 1961 to hit
50 home runs.

— The Toronto Blue Jays become
the first team in American League his-
tory to have teammates. finish 1-2-3 in
the batting race. John Olerud leads the
league with a .363 batting average, Paul
Molltor finishes at 332 and Roberto Alo-
mar at

1997 Sixty-nine-year-old Hall of
Famer Gordie Howe skates the first shift
with the Detroit Vipers in their Interna-
tional Hockey League opener, becoming
the only professional in his sport to com-
Dete in'six decades.

1998 — Ricky Williams rushes for a
school-record 350 yards and five touch-
downs to set NCAA records with 65 ca-
reer rushing touchdowns and career
points by a non-kicker (394) as Texas
Gefeats lowa State 54-3.

— Roger F Faderer routs an in-
jured Andy Roddick 6-4, 6-0 to capture
the Thailand Open. joining John McEnroe
and Bjorn Borg as the only players to win
12 straight ATP Tour finals in the last 25
vears,

2008 — Candace Parker of Los Angeles
Sparks receives the WNBA's most valu-
able player award along with the rookie

Of the year awards, becoming the first
ayer to win both. Parker, the top over-

DI Uraft pick this vear from Temmessee,

averaged 18.5 points and 9.5 rebounds.

Pro soccer

MLS
EASTERN
w Pts GF GA
D.C. 15 6 34
New England 14 1 4 12
Sporting KC 13 1 5 37
Columbus 19 1 3 36
New York 0 91 8 16
Toronto 11 2 45
Philadelphia 9 10 1 5 44
Houston 0 1 5 50
Chicago 5 81 7 15
Montreal 6 1 4 54
WESTERN
P F G,

-Seattle 18 7
x-Los Angeles 16 3
Real Saltlake 13 7 1 0

Dallas 12 1 2
Vancouver 9 81 8
Portiand 9 91 4
Colorado 8 1 1

n Jose 6121 4
hivas UsA 6 5 58

Note: Three poinis for victors, one
point for tie.

x- clinched playoff berth

lay, Sept. 24
FCDallas 3, Seame FCle

lay, Sept.
New Englana 3 Sporting Kansas City
2

urday, Sept. 27
Toronto Fe 5. Porl
D.C, United I Philadelphia 0
Seattle FC 4, Chivas USA 2
Vancouver 3, Rea Salt Lake 1
Columbus 2, Montreal 0
Colorado 1, San Jose 1, tie
Sui nday, Sapl.za
Houston 2, Chic
Los Angeles 4, New York 0

& jame
Chicago at Phnad’éluﬁ
iday’s gam
Sporting Kansss City at D C. United
'S game

Houston at New Yor
FC Dalfas at vancouver
Columbus at New England
Toronto FC at Los Angeles
Portland at San Jose

lay's games
Seattle FC A Col orado
Montreal at Chi
Real Sait Lake at Chivas USA

Fight schedule

t. 8
AtBeau Rivage Resort& Casmo Biloxi,
Miss., Sam Soliman vs. Jermain Taylor,
12, for Soliman's IBF middieweight titie:
Andre Dirrell vs. Nick Brinson, 10, super
middleweig

Oct. 10
At Fantasy Sprmgs Casino, Indio, Ca-
lif., Ronny Rios vs. Robinson Castellanos,

10, junior lightweights; Antonio Orozco
vs. Steve Forbes, 10, welterweights.

At Cancun, Mexio, Carlos Molina vs.
Cornelius Bundrage, 12, for Molina's IBF
junior middleweight title.

Oct, 17

At Buenos Aires, Argentina, Juan Car-
los Reveco vs. Yodmongkol Vor Saeng-
thep, 12,"for Reveco's WBA'flyweight

Oct. 18

At 2300 Arena, Philadelphia, Steve
Cunningham vs. Natu Visinia, 10, heavy-
weights; Edner Cherry vs. Jerry Belmon-

tes, 10, lightweights.
StubHub ~ Center, Carson, Calif.
(HBO), Bennady Geloviin o, Marcs AN
tonio Rubio, 12, for Golovkin's WBA Su-
per World, 1BO and interim WBC middle-
welghtmles Nonito Donaire vs. Nicholas
Walte for Donaire’s WBA Super
Fetharweight tic Eowin Rodrigucs ve.

Azea Augustama, 10, ight heavyweights:
Miarcos Reyes vs.  Abraham Han, 10, mid-
ewei

oct. 22
At Tokyo, Shinsuke Yamanaka vs. Su-
riyan Sor Rungvisai, 12, for Yamanaka's
WBC bantamweight titié; Takaniro Ao vs.
Juan Carlos Salgado, 10, lightweights.

At Barraquilla, Colombia, Darleys Per-
ez vs. Jaider Parra, 12, for Perez's interim
WBA lightweight title.

ct.

At Monte Carlo, Martin Murray vs. Do-
menico Spada, 12, for Murray’s WBC Sil-
ver middleweight title; Randy Caballero
vs. Stuart Hall, 12,
tamweight title; Hel
Zhao zhong, 12, for Bl
strawweight titles; Ryno Liebenberg vs.
Eleider Alvarez, 12, light heavyweights.

At_Liverpool, England, Zolani Tete
vs. Pauil Butlen 12, for Tete's 1BF junior
bantamweight’ title; Derry Mathews

vs. Cristian Coria, 12, for the vacant
WBA " International _lightweight _title;
Oville McKenzie vs. Matty Askin, 12, for
McKenzie's Britis! C
cruiserweight titles; Valery Yanchy vs.
Kevin Satchell, 12, for Yanchy's European
flyweight fitle

At Durango, Mexico, Rodrigo Guerrero
vs. Jonathan Baat, 12, for GUerrero's WBe
International Silver bantamweight title.

ct.
At Plymouth, Mass., Danny 0’Connor
vs. Andrew Farmer, 10, welterweights;
Sharif Bogere vs. Aaron Melgarejo, 10,
lightweights.
Nov. 1
At Chicago, Tomoki Kameda vs. Ale-

I: jandro Hernandez, 12, for Kameda's WBO
antamweight title.
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Fuller’s

Juio CorTezZ/AP
Notre Dame wide receivers William Fuller, left, and C.J. Prosise
The

against
Irish have scored 30 or more points in each of thelr games.

Irish face first
real challenge

By Tom CoyNE
The Associated Press

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Ninth-
ranked Notre Dame is about to
face its stiffest challenge this
season.

After beating four teams with
a combined record of 7-11, with
none of those opponents’ victo-
ries coming against Power Five
conference teams, the Fight-
ing Irish (4-0) on Saturday host
14th-ranked Stanford (3-1), which
has the nation’s top-rated dense.
The Cardinal also have beaten
the Irish four of their past five
meetings.

So it’s the first real test for a
young Irish squad coming off
a sloppy victory over Syracuse
where they won despite five turn-
overs. Coach Brian Kelly said he
doesn’t think of the game against
Stanford in those terms.

“We really focus on how we
need to do to get better. We
turned the ball over. We gave up
some big plays on the perimeter.
We focus a lot more on that stuff
than the bigger picture issues,”
he said Tuesday, adding the focus
of the coaching staff is develop-
ing players. “We are not an expe-
rienced group and if we sway too
far from working on getting out
of our breaks and taking a direct
snap, because we may fumble it,
we’re going to be in trouble. So
that’s where I really have to stay
as a task master when it comes to
those details.”

The Irish are ranked higher
than the Cardinal but are one-
point underdogs, just the second
time since the start of the 2011
season that an opponent has been
favored over the Irish at Notre
Dame Stadium. The other time
was last season against Okla-
homa, when the Irish were 3.5
point underdogs The Sooners
won 35-

That was the only home loss
for the Irish in the past 16 games
after starting 6-5 at home under
Kelly. He attributed the improve-
ment to a number of factors, in-
cluding having better teams and
making changes to the team’s
pregame routine, such as practic-
ing at the stadium on Thursday
and moving the pregame Mass
from the morning of the game to
the previous afternoon.

“At Notre Dame, there’s a lot
that goes on and probably just
setting what I feel like is a really
good schedule for our guys that
doesn’t overload them and then
really, getting them to feel com-
fortable and relaxed at home,” he
said. “I felt like early in my time
here, we were a little uptight and
maybe trying to do too much. I
think we have relaxed and played
a lot more comfortable and re-
ally look at it as a home-field
advantage.”

Two years ago, the Irish beat
Stanford with a goal-line stand in
overtime to win 20-13 and send
their confidence soaring as they
improved to 6-0 during an unde-
feated regular season. Kelly said
that 2012 squad just believed they
would win close games, also beat-
ing Pittsburgh in overtime.

“Eachyearisadifferentgroup,”
Kelly said. “So we have not been
in that situation yet here.”

The Irish have scored 30 or
more points in their opening four
games, the first time they’ve ac-
complished that since the 1943
season, when they won a na-
tional championship. The Irish
also haven’t allowed more than
17 points, so none of the games
has been close and the Irish have
been behind this season for fewer
than three minutes.

That’s expected to change as
the Irish face Stanford and then
play at top-ranked Florida State
in two weeks.

BY JoHN ZENOR AND
DaviD BRANDT
The Associated Press

Three teams from the powerful
Southeastern Conference West
Division are finally going down.

That much is assured on Satur-
day, when six teams ranked in the
top 15 clash in an unprecedented
day for any division in major col-
lege football.

First, No. 6 Texas A&M visits
No. 12 Mississippi State in what
will be a sea of maroon and cow-
bells. Then the action heads 100
miles north to Oxford for an even
bigger showdown: No. 3 Alabama
at No. 11 Mississippi.

Later that night, No. 15 LSU
visits No. 5 Auburn. It’s only the
fifth time any division has had two
games featuring Top 25 matchups
on the same day, and the past two
times it has featured SEC West
teams, according to STATS.

No division has ever had a tri-
fecta of Top 25 matchups.

Crimson Tide coach Nick Saban
last week called it “the Golden
Age of our division in the West.”
SEC West teams have won five of
the past seven national titles.

The last time a conference had
three ranked matchups was in the
Big Ten on Oct. 18, 2003.

Alabama safety Landon Col-
lins watched Arkansas flirt with
an upset of Texas A&M on Satur-
day and pretty much summed up
what’s ahead for the six legitimate
contenders in the West.

“When I was watching the
game, I just said, ‘This is crazy.
This is going to be a crazy sea-
son,”” Collins said.

The historic day comes in a di-
vision that has a combined 28-4
record with three of those defeats
coming in head-to-head match-
ups. Only Arkansas appears un-
likely to contend, but it would be
a feat for any SEC West team to
emerge from the fray with a clean
sweep of its division brethren.

Here’s a rundown of the three
big matchups:

No. 3 Alabama at No. 11 Ole
Miss: Ole Miss quarterback Bo
Wallace acknowledges it is tough
be a student these days. “You're
sitting in class and you're trying
to pay attention, but you know
where your mind is at,” Wallace
said. Ole Miss (4-0, 1-0 SEC) is
undefeated through four games
for the first time since 1970 and
now has a chance to end a decade
of futility against the Tide. The

Texas A&M (5-0)
at Mississippi State (4-0)
FN-Sports
6 p.m. Saturday CET
1a.m. Sunday JKT

Saturday’s game in Oxford,
this week while No. 12 Mi

Rebels have lost 10 straight in the
series and were shutout 25-0 last
season in Tuscaloosa.

There are a myriad intrigu-
ing matchups, including one that
features family ties. Alabama of-
fensive coordinator Lane Kiffin
— who has injected some style
into the Tide’s usually straight-
forward offense — will be try-
ing to score points on his brother
Chris, who is the defensive line
coach for the Rebels.

Ole Miss coach Hugh Freeze
didn’t know if the relationship
would help or hurt his team. He
just knows Alabama (4-0, 1-0) is
really good once again.

“Hopefully our team plays its
best game of the year,” Freeze
said. “It’s going to take that
against a really superb Alabama
team.”

No. 6 Texas A&M at No. 12
Mississippi State: The Bulldogs
have already had one big victory
this season, ending a 14-game los-
ing streak against LSU thanks to
a 34-29 win on Sept. 20.

Now Mississippi State (4-0, 1-0)
could really make things inter-
esting in the West by beating the
Aggies.

To do that, the Bulldogs will
have to slow down Texas A&M'’s
prolific offense that’s led by first-
year starting quarterback Kenny
Hill. He led the Aggies (4-0, 2-0)
to a stunning comeback over Ar-
kansas on Saturday.

AT,
L2

Alabama (4-0)
at Mississippi (4-0)
AFN-Xtra
9:30 p.m. Saturday CET
4:30 a.m. Sunday JKT

Tromas GRANING, THe DAiLY MississippIAN/AP

Mississippi coach Hugh Freeze and players take the field for last

. The Rebels host No. 3 Alabama
ippi State hosts No. 6 Texas A&M.

Mississippi State coach Dan
Mullen said Hill — who is only
a sophomore — is playing like a
veteran.

“He’s letnng the ball go be-
fore receivers get in and out of
breaks,” Mullen said. “There’s a
lot of confidence that goes with
that.”

Mississippi State has a pretty
good quarterback, too. Junior
Dak Prescott has thrown for 964
yards and 11 touchdowns through
four games.

No. 15 LSU at No. 5 Auburn:
LSU (4-1, 0-1) could have no mar-
gin for error after its loss to Mis-
sissippi State.

“I don’t think there is a person
in our building that’s not excited
about the opportunity to go down
and play very well at Auburn,”
LSU coach Les Miles said.

LSU handed Auburn (4-0, 1-0)
its only regular-season loss last
season on the way to the national
championship game.

Auburn did rebound in the sec-
ond half of that game after falling
behind 21-0.

“Last year, that game really
turned out heads,” Auburn tail-
back Corey Grant said. “It made us
realize what we were capable of.”

Miles said LSU will start fresh-
man quarterback Brandon Har-
ris for the first time.

AP Sports Writer John Zenor reported
from Tuscaloosa, Alabama, an

David Brandt reported from Oxford,
Mississippi.

LSU (4-1)
at Auburn (4-0)
AFN-Xtra
1a.m. Sunday CET
8a.m. Sunday JKT
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College GameDayy

Nati Harnik/AP

Player to watch

Ameer Abdullah
RB | Nebraska

The Cornhuskers' star running back
and potential Heisman contender
racked up 208 rushing yards and three
touchdowns last week in a 45-14 vic-
tory over lllinois. Abdullah leads the
country with 212 all-purpose yards per
game. No. 19 Nebraska is looking to
stay in first place in the Big Ten West
division when they take on No. 10
Michigan State on Saturday. Abdullah
poses a tough challenge for a Spartans’
defense giving up more big plays than
in 2013.

No. 10 Michigan State at No. 19 Nebraska
2a.m Sunday, CET
9 a.m. Sunday, Japan/Korea, AFN-Atlantic

Mississippi defensive tackle Robert left, and
Rebels’ defense that has allowed just 8.5 points and 248 total yards per game. They'll have their hands
full Saturday against No. 3 Alabama, which is averaging 42 points and 335.8 yards passing per game.

RoGeLio V. Sovis/AP
Denzel

are part of a

VS.N Vy
ek: Beat
Bore State, 3614
ext game: at Utah
State, Oct. 11

rmy
vs. Ball State
Last week: Lost 49-
43 at Yale

Next game: vs.
Rice, Oct. 11

Navy
al Air Force
Last week: rost
36-27 vs. Western
Kentucky
Next game: vs.
VMI, Oct. 11

OP 25 SCHEDULE

Thursday’s game
No. 2 Oregon vs. Arizona
Friday’s game
18 BYU vs. Utah State
Saturday’s games

. 1 Florida State vs. Wake Forest
. 3 Alabama at No. 11 Mississippi
. 4 Oklahoma at No. 25 TCU
.5 Auburn vs. No. 15 LSU

No. 6 Texas A&M at No. 12 Missis-
sippi State

No. 7 Baylor at Texas

No. 8 UCLA vs. Utah

No. 9 Notre Dame vs. No. 14 Stan-
ford

No. 10 Michigan State vs. No. 19 Ne-
braska

No. 13 Georgia vs. Vanderbilt

No. 16 Southern Cal vs. Arizona
State

No.

No.

No.
State

No.

No.

No.

17 Wisconsin at Northwestern
20 Ohio State at Maryland
21 Oklahoma State vs. lowa

22 East Carolina vs. SMU
23 Kansas State vs. Texas Tech

AcC

Atlantic Division
Cor

nf.  All Conf. ANl

L WL Lowi

20 40 0 a1

1 41 1 41

1022 0o 31

0o 22 0o 31

01 41 1 22

Boston Coilege 01 32 1023

fake Forest . 01 23 01 41
Coastal Division

Conf.  All nf.  All

X L WL L owlt

Georgia Tech 10 40 | Nebraska 0 50

Pittsburgh 10 32 0 41

0o 32 Northwestern 0 22

1 32 [

1 a1 0o 31

Virginia Teci 1032 1 32

North Carolin: 0o 22 1023

Game of the week: Virginia
Tech at North Carolina. Both teams
were discussed as potential favorites
in the muddled Coastal Division yet
the loser will sit at 0-2 in the league
after this one. The Hokies (3-2) won
at Ohio State in Week 2 but followed
that with losses at home to East
Carolina and Georgia Tech. As for the
Tar Heels (2-2), they've given up 120
points in the past two games.

Inside the numbers: Wake For-
est ranks last among 128 bow! subdi-
vision schools, averaging 29.2 yards
rushing per game. They've played four
FBS opponents and three of them
have held the team to negative yards
rushing.

Player to watch: Georgia Tech
redshirt sophomore Justin Thomas.
Thomas ranks second among all
bowl subdivision quarterbacks in
rushing yards per game heading into
Saturday’s matchup with Miami. He is
averaging 110.8 yards on the ground.

Game of the week: Nebraska
at Michigan State. The Huskers
(5-0, 1-0) and Spartans (3-1, 0-0)
have looked as strong as any team
in the much-maligned Big Ten, and
Saturday’s matchup in East Lansing
could be a preview of the league title
game in December. It could also be
a College Football Playoff elimination
game for the loser.

Inside the numbers: Big Ten
teams went 4-1 on the road last week.
The only home winner was Nebraska.
... Ohio State’s J.T. Barrett, who only
became a starting quarterback when
Braxton Miller injured his shoulder,
leads the league with 13 TD passes.

layer to watch: lllinois QB Wes
Lunt. The Fighting Illini is expected
to get Lunt back after he missed the
loss at Nebraska with a sprained right
knee. Lunt had solidified the quar-
terback situation at lllinois before the
injury, throwing for 11 touchdowns in
four games.

THE POWER CONFERENCES

Big 12 Pac-12

Conf.  All North
WL WL Conf.  All
Qklahoma.. 10 40 WL WL
ylor 0 40| oregon 10 40
Oklahora st 0 31| stanford. 11 31
0 22 california w1131
S 32 i 11 23
39 i 01 41
i 33| oregonst. 01 31

1 33 South
2 13 Conf. ANl
WL WL
Southern C 20 31
10 40
10 40
10 31
01 31
02 23

Game of the week: No. 4 Okla-
homa at No. 25 TCU. The Big 12 will
be down to no more than two unde-
feated teams after this game, when the
Horned Frogs are the last team to play
their Big 12 opener. While the Sooners
have won both series games since TCU
joined the Big 12, those two victories
were by a combined 10 points.

Inside the numbers: Oklahoma
State, which hosts lowa State, has won
13 of its last 15 conference games at
home. ... Texas Tech had 16 penal-
ties for 158 yards last week. The Red
Raiders are the league’s most-penalized
team with 46 flags for 422 yards, an
average of 105.5 yards per game.

layer to watch: Oklahoma State
QB Daxx Garman. The junior com-
pleted 17 of 31 passes for 370 yards
and four TDs in a win over Texas Tech.
He had six completions of at least 30
yards, four of those for at least 40
yards. Garman has 685 yards passing
and six TDs in his two starts.

Game of the week: No. 8 UCLA
vs. Utah. The Bruins (4-0, 1-0 Pac-12)
crushed Arizona State on the road last
week, finally living up to the preseason
hype surrounding them after three aver-
age wins to start the season. But UCLA
still has some work to do on defense
and are facing an offense led by Travis
Wilson that's balanced and physical.

Inside the numbers: Stanford
has the nation’s top scoring defense
(6.5 points) and is allowing a Football
Bow! Subdivision-low 198 yards per
game. But the Cardinal’s offense hasn’t
been able to keep up, ranking 77th in
scoring (27.5 points) and 68th in total
offense (413.3 yards) per game.

Player to watch: USC QB Phil
Kessler. The junior has completed 95
of 132 passes for 1,107 yards. He
is the only major college quarterback
who has more than 106 attempts
without an interception. On Saturday,
he'll face Arizona State, which hasn’t
won in the Coliseum since 1999.

SEC
East

nf. All

L wlL

0 41

1 21

2 32

1031

121

1 22

Vanderbil 3 14
West

nf. All

L wlL

Texas A&M 0 50

0 40

0 40

0 40

0 40

1 41

2 32

Game of the week: No. 3 Ala-
bama at No. 11 Mississippi. It's been
a lopsided series of late, with Alabama
winning the past 10. But the Rebels are
4-0 for the first time since 1970 and
giving up just 8.5 points per game to
lead the SEC. The Crimson Tide counter
with a potent offense, led by quarterback
Blake Sims, receiver Amari Cooper and
a three-man backfield of T.J. Yeldon,
Kenyan Drake and Derrick Henry.

Inside the numbers: South
Carolina coach Steve Spurrier owns a
20-1 career record against Kentucky,
which hosts the Gamecocks on Satur-
day. No current Football Bow! Subdivi-
sion coach has won more games over
an individual school.

Player to watch: LSU freshman
quarterback Brandon Harris. He
makes his first career start Saturday at
Auburn after sparkling in a relief role
last week, leading seven consecutive
touchdown drives in a 63-7 blowout
of New Mexico State.
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Huskers, Spartans: It’s all about offense

By DaAN KILBRIDGE
The Associated Press

EAST LANSING, Mich. —
Michigan State is off to a historic
start on offense and welcomes an-
other high-scoring team to begin
Big Ten play against Nebraska
Saturday at Spartan Stadium.

Michigan State (3-1) is ranked
No. 10 in the AP poll and has
scored 201 points through four
games, best in school history. No.
19 Nebraska (5-0 overall, 1-0 Big
Ten) is averaging 45.4 points per

competitive  football
teams, two teams that don’t want
to lose,” Michigan State coach
Mark Dantonio said. “You can feel
the emotion from both football
teams. That’s what makes college
football so great, so unique.”

Emotions will be higher than
usual Saturday in what could be
a preview of this year’s Big Ten
championship game in India-
napolis. Michigan State must run
the table in conference play if it
hopes to earn a playoff berth, and
Nebraska might be the toughest
remaining opponent on the Spar-
tans’ schedule. So this is certainly
a game with big postseason impli-
cations for both teams.

“I think it’s gonna be a clas-
sic Big Ten game,” left tackle
Jack Conklin said. “It’s a night
game with another great Big Ten
team, especially for me going
against a guy like [Nebraska de-
fensive end] Randy Gregory. It
doesn’t get much better for me
competition-wise.”

The Spartans are first in the
Big Ten in scoring offense with
the Cornhuskers No. 2 — an in-
teresting dynamic considering
Dantonio and Nebraska coach
Bo Pelini are former defensive
coordinators. Nebraska beat
Michigan State 28-24 in 2012 at
Spartan Stadium, but this game
should feature more offensive
highlights.

“It doesn’t seem like it’s out of
the norm in this day and age in
college football,” Dantonio said of

By the numbers

201

Number of points No. 10
Michigan State has scored
this season through
four games.

45.4

Number of points per
game No. 19 Nebraska is
averaging through
five games.

1-2

Where Michigan State
and Nebraska rank in the
Big Ten Conference
in scoring offense.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

high-scoring affairs. “There are
so many different ways people
are lining up and creating mo-
tion and creating different forma-
tions, and it’s sort of cutting edge.
You see that from our offense as
well.”

The Spartans showed some
new wrinkles on offense during a
56-14 win over Wyoming last Sat-
urday. Co-offensive coordinators
Dave Warner and Jim Bollman
called a variety of end-around
plays for the wide receivers and
stretched the defense in different
ways. Five different players had
rushing touchdowns, and wide-
out Keith Mumphery tallied 46

THe Omana WorLp-HerALD, MATT MiLLER/AP

Nebraska running back Ameer Abdullah dives in for a touchdown during the first half of Saturday’s

Sl
é‘
=

Nebraska (5-0)
at Michigan State (3-1)
FN-Atlantic
2 a.m. Sunday CET
9 a.m. Sunday JKT

rushing yards and one score on
three carries. Michigan State has
gained more than 300 yards in
its last two games, but Nebraska
boasts the top rushing attack in
the conference.

inois in Lincoln, Neb.. Nebraska won 45-14.

“We definitely want to keep up
our run game and we want to be
known as the run team in the Big
Ten,” Conklin said. “We’re sup-
posed to be this power team that
runs the ball right at you, and it’s
gonna be a good game with two
strong, physical teams.”

Nebraska is looking to stay in
first place of the West Division
coming off a 45-14 win over II-
linois Saturday, during which
star running back Ameer Abdul-
lah racked up 208 rushing yards
and three touchdowns. Backup
tailback Imani Cross also ran for
100-plus yards.

It’s a tough challenge for a
Spartans defense that is giving
up more big plays than the 2013
installment, a unit that was No. 1
in the nation in total defense for

most of last season. Dantonio said
he isn’t as concerned as some,
with Michigan State playing six
new starters on defense this year.

“Last year’s defense set the bar
very high,” Dantonio said. “Our
defense is not broke. I know that
we gave up a whopping 14 points
last week, but our defense is not
broke.”

Michigan State defensive end
Shilique Calhoun isn’t satis-
fied with the Spartans’ defense
through four games, so Saturday
is the perfect opportunity to make
a conference-wide statement.

“We have been giving up too
many points,” Calhoun said.
“Can we be at our best this week?
They’re a great team and we want
to be known as a great team. It’s
time for us to fix our mistakes.”
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AUTO RACING
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Six-time Sprint Cup champion Jimmie Johnson believes getting a win this week in Kansas or next week
i the

in Charlotte is crucial to take the pressure off of having to

P! track at

with a spot in the Chase’s championship round on the line.

Drivers wary of contender
round in NASCAR’s Chase

Three-race stretch will trim field to 8 for title run

By JENNA FRYER
The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Drivers
have been fretting about the sec-
ond round of NASCAR'’s Chase for
the Sprint Cup championship for
weeks.

The three-race stretch that be-
gins Sunday at Kansas Speedway
ends on Oct. 19 at Talladega Su-
perspeedway, where four drivers
will be booted from the field.

“I think that bracket will break
some hearts,” Brad Keselowski
said three days before winning
the Chase opener at Chicagoland
Speedway last month.

He hasn’t changed his mind.
The field has been trimmed from
16 to 12 drivers, and although they
are all even as they head into Kan-
sas, the margin of error will be
small. Drivers will be desperate to
run well at Kansas this week and
Charlotte next week so that the
crapshoot that is Talladega will not
decide their championship fate.

“Two of the three races are as
much of a wild card as you can
get in NASCAR racing these
days,” Keselowski said Wednes-
day during a fan event for the 12
Chase drivers at NASCAR’s Hall
of Fame. “One of the great teams
that has a shot at winning this
will probably be left at home after
this series of events, because you
don’t control your destiny as much
as you do the other races of the
season.”

A championship cannot be won
this weekend at Kansas, but it

‘Two of the three races are
as much of a wild card as you
can get in NASCAR racing
these days. One of the great
teams that has a shot at win-
ning this will probably be
left at home after this

series of events.’

Brad Keselowski
Team Penkse NASCAR driver

most certainly can be lost.

Kyle Busch has rolled into the
1.5-mile speedway in solid shape
in the Sprint Cup standings time
and time again, only to see his title
hopes slip away. He crashed out of
the Chase race there the last two
seasons, and suffered the same
fate in 2007 when he arrived at
Kansas within a handful of points
of the leader.

Under the new Chase format, a
win in any of the three races guar-
antees a driver an automatic berth
into the next round, so a bad day
at Kansas can be overcome. But
with Talladega, where one wiggle
by one driver can wipe out half the
field, few want to head to Alabama
later this month in desperation
mode.

The field has been reset since
Dover last week and all drivers
are again equal. That means ev-
eryone has caught up to Team

Penske drivers Keselowski and
Joey Logano, who won the first
two Chase races, and Kevin Har-
vick, who has the fastest car seem-
ingly every week.

All12drivers will be trying hard
to get a win the next two weeks to
avoid the pressure at Talladega.
That goes for six-time Sprint Cup
champion Jimmie Johnson, who
has not led a lap in six races and
has yet to show he’s again a threat
to win his record-tying seventh
title.

“I'm not necessarily scared of
the round, but I'm scared of Tal-
ladega,” Johnson said. “Talladega
in the Chase is not as fun as the
Talladega spring race. I guess the
only way it could change is for two
fortunate racers who win the race
at Kansas or Charlotte and roll on
into Charlotte and have one of the
better weekends of your life — just
chill out and have some fun.”

Around the tracks

NASCAR SPRINT CUP

This week: Hollywood Casino 400
at Kansas City, Kan.

Track: Kansas Speedway (oval, 1.5
miles).

Race distance: 400.5 miles, 267
laps.

TV: AFN-Xtra, 8 p.m. Sunday, Cen-
tral European Time; 3 a.m. Monday,
Japan and Korea Time.

Last year: Kevin Harvick raced to
the third of his four 2013 victories,
pulling away from Kurt Busch and Jeff
Gordon on a late restart.

Last week: Gordon won at Dover
for his fourth victory of the year and
92nd overall.

Next race: Bank of America 500,
Oct. 11, Charlotte Motor Speedway,
Concord, N.C.

Online: nascar.com

)

POINTS STANDINGS

Brad Keselowski..
Jeff Gordon...
Joey Logano.
Jimmie Johns
Kevin Harvicl
Matt Kenseth
Denny Hamlin .
Kyle Busch..
Ryan Newman
Dale Earnhardt
Carl Edwards
Kasey Kahne.
AJ Allmendinger ..

LN WN -

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18. Clint Bowyer

19. Jamie McMurray
20. Paul Menard...

DRIVER TO WATCH

If Dale Earnhardt Jr. has designs on winning his first
Sprint Cup championship, his recent performance isn't giv-
ing his fans in JR Nation any reason to believe that it will
happen this year.

Despite beginning the season by winning the Daytona
500 and later sweeping both Pocono races, he has been
consistently in the middle of the pack heading into the Chase

for the championship’s contender round.
Eamnhardt has only two top-10 finishes

in the past nice races since winning at
Pocono July 27, with an average finish

This week: Kansas Lottery 300 at
Kansas City, Kan.

Track: Kansas Speedway (oval, 1.5
miles).

Race distance: 250.5 miles, 167
laps.
TV: AFN-Xtra, delayed, 10 a.m.
Sunday, Central European Time; 5
p.m. Sunday, Japan and Korea Time.

Last year: Matt Kenseth raced to
the second of his two 2013 victories.

Last week: Kyle Busch won at
Dover for his fifth victory of the year
and record 68th overall. He swept the

season Dover races and has a record
five Nationwide wins at the track.
Next race: 300 Miles of Courage,
Oct. 10, Charlotte Motor Speedway,
Concord, N.C.
Online: nascar.com

NHRA MELLO YELLO
DRAG RACING

This week: NHRA Nationals at
Mohnton, Pa.

Track: Maple Grove Raceway.

TV: AFN-Xtra, 2 a.m. Monday, Cen-
tral European Time; 9 a.m. Monday,
Japan and Korea Time.

Last year: John Force raced to
the third of his four 2013 victories
en route to his record 16th Funny
Car season title. Shawn Langdon
won in Top Fuel, Jeg Coughlin in Pro
Stock and Matt Smith in Pro Stock
Motorcycle.

Last week: Courtney Force won the
Midwest Nationals in Madison, III., for
her second straight win and fourth of
the year. Antron Brown won in Top
Fuel, Dave Connolly in Pro Stock and
Jerry Savoie in Pro Stock Motorcycle.

Next event: NHRA Toyota Nation-
als, Oct. 30-Nov. 2, The Strip at Las
Vegas Motor Speedway, Las Vegas.

Online: nhra.com

B ' e Q" i oo was i i New
! Eﬁa‘ﬁb - ) N Hampshire.
NATIONWIDE SERIES CAMPING WORLD
TRUCK SERIES

Next race: Fred's 250, Oct. 18, Tal-
ladega Superspeedway, Talladega, Ala.
Last week: Erik Jones won at Las

Vegas for his second victory of the

year, holding off Kyle Busch Motors-

ports teammate Darrell Wallace Jr.
Online: nascar.com

FORMULA ONE

This week: Japanese Grand Prix at
Suzuka, Japan.

Track: Suzuka International (road
course, 3.61 miles).

Race distance: 191.12 miles, 53
laps.

Last year: Red Bull's Sebastian
Vettel raced to the ninth of 13 2013
victories en route to his fourth straight
season title. He's winless this year.

Last race: Lewis Hamilton won the
Singapore Grand Prix on Sept. 21 for
his seventh victory of the year. He took
the series lead from Nico Rosberg.

Next race: Russian Grand Prix, Oct.
12, Sochi Autodrom, Sochi, Russia.

Online: formulal.com

OTHER RACES

ARCA RACING SERIES: ARCA
98.9, Kansas Speedway, Kansas City,
Kan.

Online: arcaracing.com

TUDOR UNITED SPORTSCAR
CHAMPIONSHIP: Petit Le Mans,
Saturday, Road Atlanta, Braselton,
Ga. TV: AFN-Xtra, delayed, 5 a.m.
Monday, Central European Time; noon
Monday, Japan and Korea Time.

Online: imsa.com

'WORLD OF OUTLAWS: Sprint
Car: National Open, Friday-Saturday,
Williams Grove Speedway, Mechanic-
sburg, Pa.

Online: worldofoutlaws.com

— The Associated Press
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MLB PLAYOFFS

Royals vs. Angels:
A capsule look

Schedule

(Best-of-5; x-if necessary)
Thursday: at Los Angeles
Friday: at Los Angeles
Sunday: at Kansas City
x-Monday: at Kansas City
x-Wednesday: at Los Angeles

Season series

Tied 3-3
May 23: Angels 6, Royals 1
May 24: Royals 7, Angels 4 (13)
May 25: Angels 4, Royals 3
June 27: Angels 6, Royals 2
June 28: Royals 7, Angels 4
June 29: Royals 5, Angels 4

Projected lineups

Kansas City Royals

Avg. HR RBI

SS Alcides Escobar .285 3 50
RF Nori Aoki 285 1 43
CF Lorenzo Cain .301 5 53
1B Eric Hosmer 270 9 58
DH Billy Butler 271 9 66
LF Alex Gordon 266 19 74
C Salvador Perez .260 19 70

2B Omar Infante 252 6 66

3B Mike Moustakas 212 15 54

Los Angeles Angels

RF Kole Calhoun ~ .272 17 58
CF Mike Trout .287 36 111
1B Albert Pujols 272 28105
2B Howie Kendrick .293 7 75
SS Erick Aybar 278 7 68
3B David Freese ~ .260 10 55
LF Josh Hamilton ~ .263 10 44
DH C.J. Cron 256 11 37
C Chris lannetta 252 7 43

Projected rotations
Kansas City Royals
W L ERA

LH Jason Vargas 11 10 371
RH Yordano Ventura 14 10 3.20

RH James Shields 14 8 3.21
Los Angeles Angels
RH Jered Weaver 18 9 3.59

RH Matt Shoemaker 16 4 3.04
LH C.J. Wilson 13 10 4.51

What to watch for

W Hamilton’s health: The An-
gels' $125 million slugger missed
21 of the last 22 games with vari-
ous upper-body injuries, but will re-
turn to left field for the postseason.
Scioscia must figure out how much
to use Hamilton's inconsistent bat,
which didn’t provide a homer at
the Big A all season long.

W Experience counts: The An-
gels haven't been to the postseason
in a half-decade, but they've got
ample playoff experience on their
roster. Pujols has two rings and that
famed three-homer performance in
Game 3 of the 2011 World Series,
while Freese was the MVP of the
NLCS and the World Series with
St. Louis just three years ago with a
postseason-record 21 RBIs. Hamil-
ton has appeared in three post-
seasons, while Weaver and Wilson
have both pitched in the playoffs.

W Royals hangover: Their epic,
emotionally draining win over
Oakland took 4 hours, 45 minutes.
By the time they boarded a plane,
flew to Los Angeles and checked
into their hotel, the sun was prob-
ably rising Wednesday. Will the
quick turnaround hamper them in
the series opener and beyond?

— The Associated Press

Playoff managers hit, miss on replay

Nationals’ Williams had highest percentage of reversal among teams in postseason

By BEN WALKER
The Associated Press

For Buck Showalter, Don Mat-
tingly and every other manager
in these playoffs, it promises to be
a most challenging postseason.

This is the first October in
which skippers can contest an
umpire’s call. Nearly everything
is subject to replay review, except
for balls and strikes, but manag-
ers only get one challenge per
game if they’re wrong.

Based on how they did during
the regular season, some teams
are better than others at spotting
a play that should be reversed.

“Ilike the job our guy did,” said
Showalter, set to lead Baltimore
against Detroit in the AL Division
Series. “You call up, they say, ‘He
missed it, and you challenge it.”

“It ain’t exactly brain surgery,”
he said.

Showalter and the Orioles, who
hired a former minor league um-
pire as their replay coordinator,
hit exactly SO percent this year.
They contested 28 calls, 14 got
overturned.

The Major League Baseball
average was a bit better — 53
percent. Managers made 1,051
challenges and 557 resulted in
reversals.

“I'mean, I don’t know our num-
bers, but we got a bunch of calls
overturned that we wouldn’t have
had last year,” Kansas City Roy-
als manager Ned Yost said.

Yost did real well, in fact. He’d
gotten it right almost 63 percent
of the time going into Tuesday
night’s thrilling AL wild-card
win over Oakland.

St. Louis manager Mike Ma-
theny didn’t fare so well at slight-
ly under 39 percent. Of his 31

By the numbers

1,051

Number of calls challenged
by major league managers
this season.

557

Number of calls reversed
after replay reviews.

82

Major league best
percentage of reversals
gotten by Yankees manager
Joe Girardi.

challenges, only 12 were correct
— he tied with Cincinnati man-
ager Bryan Price for the fewest
reversals in the majors.

When it came to those oh-so-
slow strolls from the dugout onto
the diamond, waiting for a bench
coach to flash the thumbs-up or
thumbs-down, Mattingly nearly
matched the MLB average with
reversals on 53.8 percent.

Among this year’s crop of play-
off managers, Washington’s Matt
Williams was best at 64.5 percent.
San Francisco’s Bruce Bochy was

64.5

Percentage of reversals
awarded to the Nationals’
Matt Williams, above, best
among playoff managers.

557

Number of calls reversed
after replay reviews.

over 61 percent.

Bob Melvin of the Athletics
didn’t spend much time trying
out the review system. He made
the fewest challenges overall in
the majors with 26 and was right
on 14 of them.

The Royals put Bill Duplissea, a
former minor league catcher and
previously Kansas City’s bullpen
catcher, in charge of replays.

“We got a real good video ana-
lyst. Very seldom does he ever
make a mistake,” Yost said. “You
know we can’t see it, so he’s got to

almost like suggest what we need
todo.”

“And he’ll tell us, ‘Look, this is
bang-bang, this is something that
I think might be inconclusive,’
or you get on there, boom, ‘Chal-
lenge, right off the bat,” you know
that he’s dead on it.”

The success rates of the other
playoff managers: Detroit’s Brad
Ausmus was 59 percent, Pitts-
burgh’s Clint Hurdle was 57 per-
cent and the Los Angeles Angels’
Mike Scioscia was 56 percent.

Showalter said the Orioles
changed how they handled replay
challenges over the course of the
season, but declined to share de-
tails of those adjustments.

Their replay guru is Adam
Gladstone, who spent four years
umpiring in the independent
minor leagues and then worked
in the front office for an Orioles’
affiliate.

“We hired an ex-umpire. [ know
a lot of guys were hiring ex-play-
ers or somebody from the orga-
nization. I wanted somebody that
really thought about it through an
umpire’s eyes, and could take the
emotion out of it,” Showalter said.

The best in the big leagues at
challenging was New York Yan-
kees manager Joe Girardi, get-
ting reversals on 23 of 28 tries for
82 percent. Chicago Cubs man-
ager Rick Renteria contested the
most calls and got the most over-
turns, going 25 of 56.

“It’s a lot better than the NFL's
first year, I can tell you that.
They had to shut it down for two
years,” Showalter said. “So we're
ahead of the curve where they’re
concerned.”

AP Sports Writer Jay Cohen and AP
freelance writer lan Harrison contrib-
uted to this report.

Rookies: Only four first-year managers have won World Series

FROM BACK PAGE

Brenly was the most recent, with the 2001
Diamondbacks, whose third baseman hap-
pened to be Williams. The others: Bucky
Harris, 1924 Senators; Eddie Dyer, 1946 Car-
dinals; Ralph Houk, 1961 Yankees. Only 11
other rookie skippers reached a World Series,
according to STATS.

Both Williams and Ausmus are recently
removed from lengthy playing careers (Wil-
liams, 48, retired in 2003 after 17 years; Aus-
mus, 45, stopped in 2010 after 18 years). Both
replaced long-time managers (Davey John-
son; Jim Leyland) and kept the predecessor’s
bench coach and pitching coach. Both took
over talented teams (the 2012 Nationals won
98 games; the Tigers’ 2014 AL Central title is
their fourth straight).

And both get credit in their clubhouses for
keeping an even keel, connecting with players
and, above all, being themselves.

“It’s: How do you get the most out of these in-
dividuals and humans to win?” Ausmus said. “I
think that’s the most important part, and some-
times in this sabermetric age, that’s lost.”

The Tigers went 9-20 from mid-May to
mid-June. Starter Anibal Sanchez got injured
in August. They slid to second place when
the Royals went on a tear. Ausmus never
wavered.

“Whether we were winning six in a row or

First time’s a charm
Rookie managers who have won World Series titles:
Bucky Harris, Washington Senators 1924

Eddie Dyer, St. Louis Cardinals 1946
Ralph Houk, New York Yankees 1961
Bob Brenly, Arizona Diamondbacks 2001

losing — whatever it was, he was the same
guy,” Detroit’s Don Kelly said. “I don’t know
about inwardly, but at least to everybody else,
he was the same guy.”

Williams dealt with Harper, Ryan Zim-
merman, Wilson Ramos and Doug Fister
each spending more than a month on the dis-
abled list. Stephen Strasburg lobbied to stay
in games longer. Bullpen management didn’t
come naturally.

There were three potentially disruptive mo-
ments involving Harper: what Williams called
“lack of hustle” in April; Harper publicly
voicing lineup opinions in June; a radio-inter-
view flap in August over whether a slumping
Harper should go to the minors.

Williams weathered everything, wound up
with an NL East title and could be NL Man-
ager of the Year.

“We’ve accomplished one goal, and we’re
looking for another and another and another,
hopefully,” he said, heaping praise on his staff,
including bench coach Randy Knorr, pitching

coach Steve McCatty and hitting coach Rick
Schu, all holdovers. “Getting to know the play-
ers was important. I think I’ve done a better
job of that. Understanding personalities —
that takes time.”

Williams himself earned a certain repu-
tation as a player. A “roughneck,” outfielder
Jayson Werth has called him.

“Sometimes things go bad, and you can see
him over in the corner of the dugout, steaming
at the ears. But he bites his tongue and kind of
lets it roll over,” shortstop Ian Desmond said.
“It’s good for players to know that he’s making
an effort to hold back. It’s, “This is not ideal,
but I’m not going to yell at you for it, because I
remember what it’s like.””

Brenly recalled a 1993 episode when Wil-
liams didn’t hold back. Brenly was on Baker’s
Giants staff, Williams was the third baseman,
and Barry Bonds had just arrived.

“Barry was a big personality; very loud at
times, very abrasive at times. ... One day he
said something, um, uncomplimentary, let’s
say, about one of Matty’s teammates,” Brenly
said. “Matty got up off his chair and confront-
ed Barry — not in a physical way, not that he
wanted to fight him or anything — and said,
‘Hey, we’re all in this together. You may be the
new guy on this team and you may be the su-
perstar of the team, but we’re a team.””

AP Baseball Writer Noah Trister in Detroit contributed
to this report.
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Cards sit on playoff perch again

Year after year, St. Louis finds a way to field a contender for NL crown

By R.B. FALLSTROM
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Even with an
ever-shifting roster, the St. Louis
Cardinals have a chance to reach
the NL Championship Series for
the fourth straight year.

“When we show up at spring
training every year we set our
goal to win the World Series,” ace
Adam Wainwright said Wednes-
day. “Anything else is silly. What
else are you playing for if that’s
not the goal?”

The Cardinals repeated as NL
Central champs and made it to the
postseason for the 11th time in 15
years by overcoming a sputter-
ing offense and injuries to Yadier
Molina, Michael Wacha and Jaime
Garcia. The profile is one of resil-
iency heading into an NL Divi-
sion Series against the Dodgers
on Friday at Los Angeles, which
will start two-time NL Cy Young
Award winner Clayton Kershaw.

“I'm pitching against the Dodg-
ers. All this me vs. Kershaw stuff
is blown way out of proportion,”
Wainwright said. “I understand
it's good TV.”

Molina missed two months with
atorn ligament in his right thumb,
‘Wacha missed two months with a
shoulder injury. Garcia lasted just
12 starts before surgery to relieve
nerve compression.

Molina’s injury had the poten-
tial to be devastating, but A.J.
Pierzynski and Tony Cruz filled
the void and the Cardinals moved
into the division lead for good two
days after Molina returned in late
August.

“I thought our guys did a nice
job considering all of baseball said
we couldn’t win a game without
him,” manager Mike Matheny
said. “That’s a knock on the rest
of the guys. They realize that this
stuff happens and you’ve just got
to figure out a way to keep going.”

Four straight postseasons is a
franchise best for the 90-win Car-
dinals, who won the 2011 World

Jerr RoBerRsON/AP

The St. Louis Cardinals were able to win the NL Central division for the ninth time in 20 years without
the services of Yadier Molina (4) for three months after he tore a ligament in his right thumb. The
Cardinals got their All-Star catcher back in late August and he’s been a difference-maker for St. Louis.

Series in Tony La Russa’s final
season.

Though the team expects to
be a contender, Mike Matheny
said there’s no arrogance in the
clubhouse.

“The conversations we had as
we were popping champagne was,
‘Don’t take this for granted be-
cause there’s some guys who had
incredible careers who have never
done it one time,” the manager
said. “This will be the last time
for somebody in here. That’s just
kind of the facts. The game will
humble you if you start taking the
perspective that this is just going
to happen all the time.”

L
75

/

Game 1
St. Louis at Los Angeles
AFN-Sports
12:30 a.m. Saturday CET
7:30 a.m. Saturday JKT

This time last fall, Pat Neshek
was looking for work, Jhonny Per-
alta was rebuilding his reputation

with the Tigers, Randal Grichuk
was a future throw-in in a deal
that sent former October hero
David Freese packing and John
Lackey was about to augment his
reputation as a big-game pitcher
by beating the Cardinals twice in
the World Series.

All four figure to play key
roles against the high-spending
Dodgers.

“We battled through the ups
and downs and we got there,” first
baseman Matt Adams said. “I
think what helps us is knowing the
core group of guys on this team
have been i m the playoffs basically
every year.”

Dodgers use down tlme to heal up for playoffs

By BeTH HARRIS
The Associated Press

LOSANGELES—The Dodgers
are heading into the postseason
healthier than they were a year
ago, and they hope it holds up.

The NL West champions have
some question marks on their
roster, most notably involving 14-
game winner Hyun-Jin Ryu and
second baseman Dee Gordon.

They’re using the four days
before the NL Division Series
against St. Louis begins on Friday
to heal up.

Ryu threw a simulated game
on Wednesday as he rehabs from
shoulder inflammation. The left-
hander used all of his pitches at
his normal velocity and had no
problems with his left shoulder
during the 45-pitch session.

He hasn’t pitched in a game

since  Sept.
12, when he
was removed
after
inning,
the Dodg-
ers foresee
him starting
Game 3 in
St. Louis on
Monday.

The South
Korean na-
tive was on the disabled list twice
during the regular season, includ-
ing missing nearly a month with
the same problem, and bounced
back each time.

In his first game back on May 21
against the Mets, Ryu pitched six
innings and allowed two earned
runs while striking out nine.

“It helps to know both times
in the regular season I had good

games and
I'm very en-
couraged

by that,” he
said. “T don’t

would be
different.”

Gordon
left a game L
last Saturday
because of
irritation in his right hip, an issue
that bothered him in June, too. He
downplayed it during Tuesday’s
workout at Dodger Stadium, sug-
gesting others are making too big
adeal of it.

“It was something that was just
tight,” he said.

The Dodgers need a healthy
Gordon on the basepaths. Their
leadoffhitter led the major leagues

with 64 steals.

With Clayton Kershaw starting
Game 1 for the Dodgers against
Adam Wainwright, offense could
be at a premium, making it cru-
cial to get extra bases.

“When he goes, we go,” slugger
Kemp said of Gordon. “We need
him on base to create havoc and
keep these pitchers working.”

Gordon was thrown out 19
times and Cardinals All-Star
catcher Yadier Molina will surely
challenge him. Molina threw out
nearly half the potential base
stealers (21 of 44 runners) against
hi

m.

“The Cardinals are pretty well-
schooled on being quick. Usually
a pitching staff will neutralize the
running game,” Dodgers manag-
er Don Mattingly said. “Dee has
the maturity of (knowing) when
you don’t run.”

Cardinals vs. Dodgers:
A capsule look

Schedule

(Best-of-five; x-if necessary)
Friday: at Los Angeles
Saturday: at Los Angeles
Monday: at St. Louis
x-Tuesday: at St. Louis
x-Thursday: at Los Angeles

Season series

Dodgers won, 4-3

June 26: Dodgers 1, Cardinals O
June 27: Cardinals 3, Dodgers 1
June 28: Dodgers 9, Cardinals 1
June 26: Dodgers 1, Cardinals O
JuIy 18: Cardinals 3, Dodgers 2

July 19: Cardinals 4, Dodgers 2
July 20: Dodgers 4, Cardinals 3

Projected lineups

St. Louis Cardinals
Avg. HR RBI

3B Matt Carpenter .272 8 59
CF Jon Jay 303 3 46
LF Matt Holliday ~ .272 20 90
SS Jhonny Peralta .263 21 75
1B MattAdams ~ .288 15 68

C Yadier Molina .282 7 38
2B Kolten Wong 249 12 41
RF Randal Grichuk .245 3 8

Los Angeles Dodgers

2B Dee Gordon 289 2 31
CF Yasiel Puig 296 16 69
1B Adrian Gonzalez .276 27 116
RF Matt Kemp 287 25 89
LF Carl Crawford  .300 8 46
SS Hanley Ramirez .283 13 71
3B Juan Uribe .311 54

CA.J. Ellis 191 3 25

Projected rotations

St. Louis Cardinals
W L ERA
RH Adam Wainwright 20 9 2.38

RH Lance Lynn 10 2.74
RH John Lackey 1410 3.82
RH Shelby Miller 10 9 3.74
Los Angeles Dodgers
LH Clayton Kershaw 21 3 1.77
RH Zack Greinke 17 8 271
LH Hyun-Jin Ryu 14 7338
RH Dan Haren 1311 4.02

What to watch for

W Hot Hitters: With four days off
before Game 1, the Dodgers might
wonder whether their hot-hitting
lineup can stay that way. Kemp has
been tearing it up since the All-Star
break after starting the season
slowly. Gonzalez also struggled
early, but has been a consistent run
producer since the break.

W Deep Outfield. Grichuk was
considered an afterthought in an
offseason trade for outfielder Peter
Bourjos that sent 2011 postseason
star David Freese to the Angels.
Jay was supposed to be the fourth
outfielder and got a one-year deal,
a wakeup call that's prompted his
strongest overall season.

B Closing it Out: Manager
Mike Matheny had a pushbutton
approach to the late innings, with
Trevor Rosenthal leading staff with
73 appearances, Seth Maness
with 72 and Pat Neshek with 71.
Late in the year, all of them needed
rest. The side-arming Neshek was
a first-time All-Star and was nearly
untouchable much of the year with
ERA below 1.00 until late August.

— The Associated Press
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Giants vs. Nationals
A capsule look

Schedule

(Best-of-five; x-if necessary)
Friday: at Washington
Saturday: at Washington
Monday: at San Francisco
x-Tuesday: at San Francisco
x-Oct. 9: at Washington

Season series

Nationals won 5-2

June 9: Nationals 9, Giants 2
June 10: Nationals 2, Giants 1
June 11: Nationals 6, Giants 2
June 12: Giants 7, Nationals 1
Aug. 22: Giants 10, Nationals 3
Aug. 23: Nationals 6, Giants 2
Aug. 24: Nationals 14, Giants 6

Projected lineups
San Francisco Giants

Avg. HR RBI
CF Gregor Blanco .260 5 38
2B Joe Panik 305 1 18
C Buster Posey 311 22 89
3B Pablo Sandoval .279 16 73
RF Hunter Pence .277 20 74
1B Brandon Belt .243 12 27
LF Travis Ishikawa .252 3 18

or

LF Michael Morse .279 16 61

SS Brandon Crawford.246 10 69
Washington Nationals
CF Denard Span  .302 5 37
3B Anthony Rendon.287 21 83
RF Jayson Werth .292 16 82
1B Adam LaRoche .259 26 92
SS lan Desmond  .255 24 91
LF Bryce Harper .273 13 32
C Wilson Ramos .267 11 47
2B Asdrubal Cabrera.241 14 61

Projected rotations

San Francisco Giants
w

L ERA
RH Jake Peavy 7 13 373
RH Tim Hudson 913 3.57
LH M. Bumgarmer 18 10 2.98

RH Ryan Vogelsong 8 13 4.00
‘Washington Nationals

RH Stephen Strasburg14 11 3.14

RH J. Zimmermann 14 5 2.66

RH Doug Fister 16 6 241

LH Gio Gonzalez 10 10 3.57

What to watch for:

m Playoff tested: The Giants
have won eight straight postsea-
son games dating to their 2012
World Series run and have been
at their best in October. They have
won seven consecutive elimination
games in the postseason after beat-
ing Pittsburgh.

W Strasburg’s debut: The No.
1 pick in the 2009 amateur draft
will show what he can do in the
postseason spotlight. The Nationals
shut down Strasburg in September
2012 to protect his surgically re-
paired pitching elbow, a decision
hotly debated as the club exited the
playoffs.

W Storen’s second chance: A
night after Werth's walk-off homer
in the bottom of the ninth forced a
Game 5 in the 2012 NLDS against
the Cardinals, the Nationals went
from the highest of highs to the low-
est of lows. Leading 7-5 with two
outs in the ninth, Washington let
the series slip away as Storen failed
to record the final strike, walked
two batters, then allowed a pair of
two-run singles in a 9-7 loss.

— The Associated Press

Resilient Giants blast Pirates

San Francisco
set to take on

Washington in
Division Series

By WiLL GRAVES
The Associated Ptress

PITTSBURGH — Madison
Bumgarner grabbed four beers,
tilted his head back and chugged
like a champion.

Then again, the San Francisco
ace has plenty of practice.

The Giants celebrating in a
soaked clubhouse on the road?
Must be October. Next stop:
Washington.

Bumgarner dominated the
Pittsburgh Pirates in an 8-0
whitewash in the National League
wild-card game on Wednesday
night, tossing a four-hitter as the
Giants advanced to the best-of-
five Division Series in Washing-
ton starting on Friday.

“If you don’t want to pitch in
these games, you probably need
to find something else to do,”
Bumgarner said.

No chance of the Giants doing
that anytime soon. They’ve ended
each even year this decade with
a World Series title. The quest for
a third to join the championships
they captured in 2010 and 2012
began in familiar fashion, with
a lights-out performance on the
mound and enough offense to get

y.

“We thrive in these situations,”
shortstop Brandon Crawford said.
“I don’t know what it is. We just
keep fighting no matter what the
circumstance.”

The Giants won their eighth
consecutive postseason game —
dating back to the 2012 NL cham-
pionship series when they rallied
from a 3-1 deficit to stun St. Louis
— and seventh straight with their
season on the line — including
the division series against Cin-
cinnati that year. The memories
of that run remain fresh in a club-
house that seems to thrive once

GENE J. Puskar/AP

San Francisco’s Brandon Crawford hits a grand slam off Pittsburgh
Pirates starting pitcher Edinson Volquez during the fourth inning of
the NL wild-card playoff Wednesday in Pittsburgh.

the games start to dwindle.

“We’ve been through it before,
a lot of this team has,” Brandon
Belt said. “We used that experi-
ence tonight. We know when we
get in these situations we’re going
to have a good ballclub.”

Mixing his fastball with a
slider and curve the Pirates
rarely touched, Bumgarner was
in complete control and looked
very much like the ace who won
18 games during San Francisco’s
bumpy regular season.

“We got outplayed tonight,”
Pittsburgh second baseman Neil

Don WRIGHT/AP

San Francisco starting pitcher Madison Bumgarner threw a
-game shutout. He walked one and struck out 10.

Walker said. “Bumgarner went
out there, he did what he wanted
to do. He put up the strike zone
and he made it tough on us.”

So did Crawford, whose grand
slam off Edinson Volquez in the
fourth inning was the first in
postseason history by a shortstop
— and he wasn’t aiming for the
fences.

With the bases loaded in the
fourth and nobody out in a score-
less game, Crawford turned on
Volquez’s hanging breaking ball
and sent it to right. Pittsburgh’s
Travis Snider waited to play it off
the wall. He never got the chance,
instead slumping his shoulders as
the ball landed a couple of rows
deep to give the Giants a 4-0 lead
that felt considerably larger.

“I was in shock a little bit,”
Crawford said.

So were the Pirates, who never
recovered. One night after Kan-
sas City edged Oakland inathrill-

Scoreboard

Wild card

Tuesday: Kansas City 9, Oakland 8, 12
innings

Wednesday: San Francisco 8, Pitts-
burgh 0

Division Series
(Best-of-five)

imor
Thursday: Detroit Toenerder 185 at
Baltimore (fillman 13-6
Friday: Detrmt (Verlander 15-12) at
Baltlmore (Chen
< hfimore (Gonzalez 10-9) at
Deirg (Pnce 15-12)
x-Monday: Baitimore at Detroit (Por-
ceuo 1513)"
X-Wednesday, Oct. 8 Detroit at Balti-
more
o5 Angeles vs. Kansas City
rsday: Kansas City (Vargas 11-10)
at Lo Aneotes (Weaver 15-9)
Friday: kansas City (Ventura 14-10) at
Los Angeies (Shoemaker
unday: Los Angeles (Wllson 13-10) at
Kansas City (Shields 1
days Los “Angeles at Kansas

"Y-Wednesday, oct. 8 Kansas City at
Los Angeles
National League
 Washington vs. San Francisco
ay: San Francisco (Peavy 7-13) at
Washmgton (Strasburg 14-11
lay: San Francisco at Washing-

“Monday: Washington at San Fran-
cisco
x-Tuesday, Oct. 7: Washington at San
Francisco
x-Thursday, Oct. 9: San Francisco at
Washington
Los Angeles vs. St. Louis
ay: St. Louis (Wainwright 20-9) at
Log Angeles (Kershaw 2
5+ o Lauts (Lynn 15-10) at Los
A"QE\ES
Monday: Los Angeles at St. Louis
(Lackey 3-3)
iesday, Oct. 7: Los Angeles at St.
Lovia (UG 168)
X Thursday, Oct. : St. Lous at Los An-
geles

Wednesday
NL wild card
Giants 8, Pirates 0

san Francisco Pittsburgh
ab r h bi ab r hbi

GBlanccf 410 0 JHrsn3b 40 2
Pankzh 50 3 0 Mercerss 400
5121 AMcCtef 300
Sandovi3b 42 2 0 RMartnc 40 1
Arias3b~ 000 0 SMartelf 40 1
Pencerf 421 0 NWalkr2b 40 0
Belt b 3123 GSnchzib 300
BCrwfrss 511 4 Sniderrf 200
Ishikawlf 20 0 0 JHughsp 00 0
JPerezpr-If 10 0 0 LFrmsp 00 0
Bmgrmp 400 0 Hidzkmp 00 0
Morelph 10 0
Melncnp 00 0
Volquezp 10 0
Juwisnp 000
batarf 2 0 0
Totals 37811 8 mals 3204
San Francisco 0" 401" 210

Pittsburgh 000

EPATAS (1), B.Crawford (1. bp-piits.
burgh 1. LOB-San Francisco 8, Pitts-
urgh 6. HR—B.Crawford (1).

P H R ER BB SO

San Francisco
Bumgamer W10 9 4 0 0 110

Pittsburgh
Volquez L,0-1 5 5 5 5 3
JuWilson %1 0 0 1
1Hughes 13 2 21
Lafromboise % 0 0 0 0
Holdzks ozl
lincan 0 0
Volanez pitched to 1. ba tter in the
6th. WP—Ju.Wilson. T—3:12. A—40,629

(38,362).

couldn’t match Bumgarner.

ing start to t s
this one was over by the middle
innings.

Overpowering one of the NL’s
best lineups, Bumgarner walked
one and threw 79 strikes in his lat-
est stellar October performance.
The big left-hander, who allowed
only four singles, has thrown 15
scoreless innings in two World
Series starts.

Volquez was trying to cap
his comeback season by send-
ing Pittsburgh to the NLDS for
the second straight year, but he

The right-hander cruised until
the fourth, when a pair of singles
and a walk loaded the bases with
none out. He'd retired Crawford
19 of the 22 times he’d faced him
during his career.

It’'s the 24th
remember.

“I tried to bounce it down, back
foot, and the ball just kept going,”
Volquez said. “Bad spot.”

That was more than enough for
Bumgarner. Pittsburgh, fourth in
the majors in extra-base hits this
season, rarely hit the ball hard.

that he’ll
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A laundry list of verboten celebrations

By EppIE PELLS
The Associated Press

ancing Billy “White Shoes” Johnson, shuf-
fling Ickey Woods and the high-fiving Fun
Bunch? Their entertaining touchdown cel-
ebrations would be illegal in today’s NFL.

Though the league rulebook has some very specific
examples of what constitutes a penalty, the grey area is
as wide as ever.

Take, for example, Husain Abdullah’s drop to his
knees after returning an interception for a touchdown
on Monday. It confused the referees — and caused them
to throw a penalty flag. In their eyes, the Kansas City
safety violated the language in Rule 12, Section 3(d) that
states “Players are prohibited from engaging in any cel-
ebrations while on the ground.”

But Abdullah is a devout Muslim, who had always
vowed he’d fall to his knees if he ever reached the end
zone. Critics pointed out that many players have knelt
in Christian player and weren’t penalized, most nota-
bly Tim Tebow, who’s one-knee genuflection became
a meme. After further review, the NFL said since it
was part of a religious expression, Abdullah should not
have been flagged.

Highlights from the NFL'’s forbidden list, who may
have caused it, and who might get nailed today.

Throat slash, stomping on team logos: Fred Taylor of the Jackson-
ville Jaguars was tagged a few times for a throat-slash gesture that was
popular, especially in college football, about 10 years ago. Terrell Owens,
below, put team logos in the rulebook when, while playing for the 49ers,
he ran to the star at the 50-yard line at Texas Stadium after a touchdown.
Emmitt Smith responded by doing that himself a bit later. Then, Owens
caught another touchdown and did it again, and Cowboys defensive back
George Teague met him at the star and laid him out.

AP

Prolonged, choreographed,
excessive celebration: It could
be said that the “Fun Bunch”
— aka Art Monk, Alvin Garrett
and the rest of the Washington
Redskins receivers in the early
1980s — took the fun out of the
NFL. After touchdowns, they
would form a circle and time a
group high-five. In a 1983 game
at Texas Stadium, Cowboys de-
fenders tried to break up a Fun
Bunch celebration by standing
in the middle of it. A year later,
the league passed a rule ban-
ning “excessive celebration.”
Just last week, Antonio Brown
(right) of the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers broke this rule, and about
three others, when he spun the
ball on the ground, pretended
he was spinning like the ball,
then fell to the ground. He was
penalized 15 yards and a scold-
ing from coach Mike Tomlin.
Victor Cruz of the New York
Giants says he’s planning a
new Salsa dance to celebrate
touchdowns.

Spiking the ball over the goal-
post: It had been one of the last
bastions of good, clean celebra-
tion — that is, until Saints tight
end Jimmy Graham knocked
the post off-kilter on a slam last
season in Atlanta, causing a
lengthy delay. This preseason,
Graham was penalized twice
and fined $30,000 for break-
ing the new rule. His reaction:
“You can’t really have fun any-
more.” Well, Woods still can.
The former Cincinnati Bengals
runner is featured doing his
once-famous Ickey Shuffle in
a GEICO commercial that airs
during NFL games.

Sack dances, home-run swing, incred-
ible hulk: All are verboten if “committed
directly at an opponent.” Mark Gastineau
of the New York Jets had one of the first
(and possibly the worst) sack dance. It
sparked a bench-clearing brawl in 1983
with the Los Angeles Rams and their Hall
of Fame offensive lineman Jackie Slater,
who said: “One lousy tackle and he puts
on a big act. Why don’t I dance every time
I block him out?” Also forbidden under
this category are home-run swings (Neil
Smith), Incredible Hulk gestures (Clay
Matthews used to do it. More recently,
Packers running back Eddie Lacy clever-
ly bypassed this by wearing an Incredible
Hulk shirt under his jersey) and military
salutes (could’ve potentially put Terrell
Davis, below, and the Denver Broncos fa-
mous Mile High Salute of the late 1990s
in jeopardy).

Use of foreign objects that are not )
part of the uniform: Would the white =~ #
shoes Johnson wore when he was s
returning kicks for the Hous-
ton Oilers back in the day
have qualified as “foreign
objects?” Who knows?
But give these guys an
A for creativity and
advance planning:
Terrell Owens pull-
ing a Sharpie pen
out of his sock
and signing a
ball after scoring.
And New Orleans
Saints receiver Joe Horn
(right) reaching the end zone, then
pulling a cellphone out of the pad-
ding on the goalpost and pretending to
make a call.
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Marquee matchup

Buffalo Bills (2-2)
at Detroit Lions (3-1)
AFN-Sports

7 p.m. Sunday CET

2 a.m. Monday JKT
Series: Tied 4-4-1 but Bills have
won three of last four.
Last meeting: Bills 14, Lions 12
on Nov. 14 2010 at Buffalo.
Notes: Quarterback Kyle Orton will @
make his first start for the Bills.
Orton has a 4-0 career record and
a 102.2 rating against the Lions.
Lions wide receiver Calvin Johnson
had 10 catches for 128 yards and
a touchdown in his only game
against the Bills.

SERIES RECORD: Broncos lead 7-1-1.
LAST MEETING: Cardinals beat the visitng Broncos
43 13 as Tim Hightower rushed for 148 yards and 2 TDs
n Dec. 12, 2!
VISITORS OFFENSE OVERALL (24), RUSH (21), PASS

az).
VISITORS DEFENSE: OVERALL (5), RUSH (4), PASS
18).

HOME TEAM OFFENSE: OVERALL (23), RUSH
7), PASS (10). -
HOME TEAM DEFENSE: OVERALL (27), ’
RUSH (12) PASS (31).

STREAKS, STATS AND NOTES:
Cardinals have won 10 of past 12 and
five in row vs. AFC...In five starts vs.
AFC with Arizona, QB Carson Palmer
is 5-0 and has 9 TDs, 1 INT and a
108.1 rating. QB Drew Stanton, who
has been filling in for Palmer, has won
four starts in row (2-0 in 2014)...RB

Denver Broncos quarterback
Peyton Manning is closing in

on another milestone. Manning’s
next touchdown pass will make
him just the second player

in league history with 500.
Brett Favre has 508.

Jack DempsEY/AP

Houston Texans (3-1)
at Dallas Cowboys (3-1)
AFN-Atlantic
7 p.m. Sunday CET
2 a.m. Monday JKT

Series: Cowboys lead 2-1 and
have won the last two.
Last meeting: Cowboys 27, Texans
13 on Sept. 26, 2010 at Houston.
Notes: Texans quarterback Ryan
Fitzpatrick passed for more
than 250 yards (268) for the
second straight week in last
week's 23-17 win over Buf-
falo. The Cowboys are off to
a 3-1 start for the first time
since 2008. Running back
DeMarco Murray leads the
league in rushing with 534 yards
and five touchdowns. He has a
touchdown in all of Dallas” games.

EXPANDED STANDINGS

American Conference
st
W LT Pct PF PA Home Away AFC NFC
Buffalo 2 20 500 79 75 1-1-0 1-1-0 1-2-0 1-0-0 1 Philadelphia
Miami 2 2 0 .50 9 97 1-1-0 1-1-0 2-2-0 0-0-0 1-1-0 | Dallas
New England 2 2 0 .50 8 9 1-0-0 1-2-0 1-2-0 1-0-0 0-1-0 | N.Y.Giants
N.Y. Jets 1 3 0 .25 759 ‘26 1-2-0 0-1-0 1-0-0 0-3-0 0-0-0 | Washington
ou
Houston 3 1 0 .750 87 67 2-0-0 1-1-0 2-0-0 1-1-0 0-0-0 | Atlanta
Indianapolis 2 2 0 .50 136 95 1-1-0 1-1-0 2-1-0 0-1-0 2-0-0 | Carolina
Tennessee 1 3 0 .250 60 110 0-1-0 1-2-0 1-2-0 0-1-0 0-1-0 | New Orleans
Jacksonville 0 4 0 .000 5& r%ﬁz 0-1-0 0-3-0 0-2-0 0-2-0 0-1-0 | Tampa Bay
0
Cincinnati 3 0 0 1.000 80 33 2-0-0 1-0-0 2-0-0 1-0-0 1-0-0 | Detroit
Baltimore 3 1 0 .750 103 60 2-1-0 1-0-0 2-1-0 1-0-0 2-1-0 | Green Bay
Pittsburgh 2 2 0 .50 97 99 1-1-0 1-1-0 1-1-0 1-1-0 1-1-0 | Minnesota
Cleveland 1 20 .333 7& Z‘I 1-1-0 0-1-0 0-2-0 1-0-0 0-2-0 | Chicago
est
San Diego 3 1 0 .750 102 63 2-0-0 1-1-0 2-0-0 1-1-0 0-0-0 | Arizona
Denver 2 1 0 667 75 67 2-0-0 0-1-0 2-0-0 0-1-0 1-0-0 | Seattle
Kansas City 2 2 0 500 102 79 1-1-0 1-1-0 2-2-0 0-0-0 0-1-0 | San Francisco
Oakland 0 4 0 .000 51 103 0-2-0 0-2-0 0-4-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 | St.Louis

FNNG NN RRNN RNewS

Arizona Cardinals (3-0) at Denver Broncos (2-1)
AFN-Sports, 10 p.m. Sunday CET, 5 a.m. Monday JKT

Andre Ellington has 238 yards from scrimmage yards in
past two games vs. AFC...WR Larry Fitzerald has 3 TDs
in past four vs. AFC. He has a catch in 152 consecutive
games; longest active streak in NFL. Since entering NFL in
2004, Fitzgerald leads NFL with 96 receiving TDs (includ-
ing playoffs)... Rookie WR John Brown is first Cardinal
with 3 receiving TDs in first three games since 1942 (Steve
Lach). In the teams' last meeting, Broncos QB Peyton
Manning passed for 379 yards and 4 TDs with
- one interception Manning needs 1 TD pass
to join Brett Favre (508) as only two in
NFL history with 500...In past 11 vs.
NFC, WR Demaryius Thomas has 73
catches for 972 yards and 10 TDs...
WR Emmanuel Sanders had career-
highs in catches (11) and receiving
yards (149) in Week 3... In past
5 vs. NFC, WR Wes Welker has
5 TD catches. TE Julius Thomas
leads NFL with 5 TD catches.

Game capsules compiled from nflmedia.com
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Kansas City Chiefs (2-2)
at San Francisco 49ers (2-2)
AFN-Xtra
Midnight Sunday CET
7 a.m. Monday JKT
(joined in progress)
Series: 49ers lead 6-5 but Chiefs
have won last two.
Last meeting: Chiefs 31, 49ers 10
on Sept. 26, 2010 at Kansas City.
Notes: In his last two games,
Chiefs quarterback Alex Smith has
completed 39 of 51 passes for
434 yards and six touchdowns for
a 140.5 rating. Since 2009, 49ers
tight end Vernon Davis is second
in the league with 53 receiving

touchdowns.

Cincinnati Bengals (3-0)
at New England Patriots (2-2)
AFN-Sports
2:20 a.m. Monday CET
9:20 a.m. Monday JKT
Series: Patriots lead 14-9 and
have won four of the last five.

Last meeting: Bengals 13, Patri-
ots 6 on Oct. 6, 2013 at Cincinnati.

Notes: The unbeaten Bengals have
allowed a league-low 33 points
through three games and are the
only team in the league to allow

16 points or fewer in every game.
Patriots quarterback Tom Brady
has won four of five career starts
against the Bengals.

REST OF THE SCHEDULE

Cleveland at Tennessee

¥ at New Orleans
Sienaoay e
St Louis at Philadelphia
Atlanta at
Baltimore al Indlanapohs
Rittsburgh at Jacksonville

Onen Mlaml Oak\and
_Monday
Seattle at Washington

NEXT WEEK
Indianapolis QLSRR v

on
lay, Oct. 12
Jacksonville, at Tennessee

76 5t Jampa Bay

Denver at N.Y. Jets

New England at Buffalo

Carolina at Cincinnati

pittsburgh at Cleveland

Green Bay at Miami

San Diegg at Qakiand

Dallas at Seattle

Washington at Arizona

Chicago at Atlanta

N.Y Gants at Philadelphia
Open: Kansas City, Nelw Orleans

ay, Oct. 13
San Francisco at St. Louis
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s 2ell League has laundry list
S P O RTS [{ﬂ] of forbidden celebrations
NFL, Page 62

MLB PLAYOFFS

Rookies with veteran poise

It's: How do you get First-year managers Ausmus, Williams keep Dusty (former

the most out of these San Francisco Giants
v ==y Clubs on even keel all the way to postseason ~_San Fianeiseo Cionte
to win? I think that’s By Howarb FENDRICH to be me. You can't ...
the most important part, The Associated Press try to be ?omebody
&Ll somet_l Ires thls, att Williams was in his 18th game as a major league manager, still that you're not. ...
sabermetric age, that’s learning on the job, when he went with his gut. You've got to be who you
lost. _ Williams saw Bryce Harper hit a comebacker in the sixth inning, are, warts and all.

BradlAss jog out of the batter’s box and veer off toward the home dugout, sev- Matt Williams

eral strides before first base. Williams yanked Harper from the Washington Na-
tionals’ lineup. That decision in April was one of many that made clear Williams
would do things his way, something he was taught by a couple of his managers,
Dusty Baker and Bob Brenly.

“Dusty told me to be me. You can’t ... try to be somebody that you’re not. When
Bryce didn’t run to first, it made me mad,” Williams said. “You’ve got to be
who you are, warts and all.”

Williams, whose Nationals host Game 1 of an NL Division Se-
ries on Friday, and Brad Ausmus, whose Tigers were to open
their ALDS at Baltimore on Thursday, are attempting to
accomplish something only four men have in base-

ball’s long history: win a World Series as a first-

Detroit Tigers manager

Washington Nationals manager

time manager.
SEE ROOKIES ON PAGE 59

] Brad Ausmus guided In his 18th game as
the Tigers to their fourth straight a major league manager,
AL Central title despite a 9-20 Matt Williams benched a
stretch in May and June. star player for not hustling.
CarLos Osorio/AP GeNe J. Puskar/AP

Giants pound Pirates to reach NLDS » Page 61 m Cards in familiar position » Page 60 |
2

Replay a hit-or-miss affair for postseason managers » Page 59 0276641520
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