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IIS considers Iraq airstrikes

White House weighs military, humanitarian options to help trapped refugees

By JuLIE PAcE
AND ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The White
House is weighing direct military
strikes to stem an Islamic militant
group’s gains in Iraq, as well as hu-
manitarian relief for thousands of
displaced religious minorities in the
country’s north, according to U.S.
defense officials and others familiar
with the administration’s thinking.

President Barack Obama huddled
with his national security team

Thursday morning to discuss the cri-
sis as the Islamic State group made
further gains. Airstrikes in particu-
lar would mark a significant shift in
the U.S. strategy in Iraq, where the
military fully withdrew in late 2011
after nearly a decade of war.

Officials said an announcement
about a decision by Obama was pos-
sible as early as Thursday.

In recent days, the Islamic State
militants have swept through vil-
lages in the north that are home to
religious minorities including Chris-

tians and the Yazidis, who follow an
ancient religion with ties to Zoroas-
trianism. Furthering their gains, the
extremists seized Iraq’s largest dam
Thursday, placing them in control of
enormous power and water resourc-
es and access to the river that runs
through the heart of Baghdad.
While the White House did not
publicly outline the range of options
under consideration, officials said
the U.S. strongly condemns the ex-
tremists’ assault on minorities.

SEE AIRSTRIKES ON PAGE 11

‘11|e situation
is nearing a
humanitarian
catastrophe.
We are gravely
concerned for
their health
and safety. 7

Josh Earnest
White House spokesman
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Members of the U.S. 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit and Japan Ground Self-Defense Force practice techniques and procedures during the
Japan Observer Exchange Program on Okinawa on July 16.

Body of slain general arrives in US from Afghanistan » a3
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OF THE DAY

“Then | cut him ...
| did what the Army
taught me to do.”

— Statement to police by William
Earl Cunningham, 63, who is
charged in the throat-slashing death
of another man while they were
arguing over which branch of the
United States military was better,
the Army or the Marines

See story on Page 9
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Kerry to mee

By STEVEN BEARDSLEY
Stars and Stripes

KABUL, Afghanistan — Secre-
tary of State John Kerry arrived
here Thursday to urge progress
on a power-sharing agreement
between the country’s two presi-
dential contenders, even as the
Afghan government and interna-
tional observers continue to re-
view election results to determine
awinner.

Spokesmen  for  Abdullah
Abdullah and Ashraf Ghani said
their candidates would speak
with Kerry on Thursday evening.
Kerry is also scheduled to meet
with President Hamid Karzai,
according to a U.S. official with
knowledge of his schedule.

A spokeswoman for the U.S.
State Department said Kerry’s
trip also was meant to encourage
the candidates to speed up the
election review process.

Kerry brokered an agreement
between the two camps in July
after allegations of corruption
by Abdullah, who in a June run-
off finished second to Ghani by
roughly 1 million votes. Part of
the agreement was the review of
every vote cast in the runoff, a

process that
continued
this  week
despite a
shaky start
and  confu-
sion over the
criteria for
invalidating
ballots.

The agree-
ment  also
called for the
formation of a so-called national
unity government involving the
losing candidate. Under the deal,
the candidate who loses the run-
off would be allowed to pick an
individual to serve in a “chief ex-
ecutive” position. That individual,
‘whose powers have yet to be enu-
merated, would report to the pres-
ident and could be removed only
by a decision of the Loya Jirga
— a traditional assembly of tribal
leaders from across the country
— called by the president.

Such a division of power would
be a first in Afghanistan, which
is divided along ethnic lines and
has traditionally seen power con-
centrated in a single individual.
Ghani’s campaign, which is be-
lieved to draw more support from

the country’s Pashtun major-
ity, originally said it would delay
talks on a unity government until
after the election review was
finished. Abdullah’s campaign,
which pushed for the new govern-
ment structure, has charged that
Ghani wasn’t acting in good faith
on the agreement by delaying the
discussions.

As the election review contin-
ues, both sides have met in recent
days to discuss the power-sharing
framework, according to the U.S.
official. Kerry’s visit is meant to
check the progress of those talks,
said the official, who did not have
permission to speak to the media
and asked not to be named.

The visit underlines U.S. ur-
gency for a resolution to the dis-
pute and a peaceful transition of
power as the country fights an en-
trenched insurgency and suffers
from a stunted economy after de-
cades of war.

The vote recount, beset by de-
lays as the two sides fight over
rules and trade accusations, ap-
pears to have picked up pace inthe
past few days. The U.S. Embassy
in Kabul said Thursday that elec-
tion reviewers have investigated
18 percent of the 22,828 ballot

t with Afghan candidates

boxes used in the election, includ-
ing those from Kabul, Kandahar,
Logar and Paktika provinces. All
of the boxes had been delivered to
examiners by Tuesday, according
to the embassy. Officials have said
they hope to finish the review by
Aug. 25.

Kerry’s trip comes days after
an Army major general was slain
by an Afghan gunman during a
visit to a training base in Kabul.
Maj. Gen. Harold J. Greene was
the highest-ranking officer killed
in an enemy attack overseas since
the Vietnam War. The attack also
wounded more than a dozen
NATO troops, including a Ger-
man general, and Afghan mili-
tary officials.

The NATO military coalition
repeated Thursday that it couldn’t
release further details on the at-
tack because of an ongoing in-
vestigation. News reports citing
coalition officials have said the
attacker was an Afghan soldier
who hid and waited for the visit-
ing delegation and fired his auto-
matic weapon from a distance.
Zubair Babarkarkhail contributed to
this report.

beardsley.steven@stripes.com
Twitter: @sjbeardsley

Hagel visits India to pursue military projects

By Lovrita C. BALDOR
The Associated Press

NEW DELHI— Defense Secre-
tary Chuck Hagel arrived in India
Thursday to press for a number
of new weapons agreements, in-
cluding a pilot plan for the two
nations to jointly develop a next-
generation anti-tank missile.

The development initiative is
part of a broader U.S. effort to
improve what often has been a
rocky relationship with India, the
world’s largest democracy and a
major player in Asia.

Hagel’s visit follows a similar
stop in the country last week by
Secretary of State John Kerry
and Commerce Secretary Penny
Pritzker aimed at wooing a key
ally in Asia, in part as a possible
countermeasure to China. Hagel
plans to meet with top Indian
leaders and business executives
and explore plans for the co-

development of a Javelin missile
that is cheaper, lighter and more
capable.

Speaking to reporters traveling
with him Thursday en route to
New Delhi, Hagel said he recog-
nizes India’s intent to maintain its
independence and to develop its
own industrial base.

“No country wants to be seen
as a second cousin” to the United
States, Hagel said, adding that
the U.S. must find ways to “adjust
to what India’s political require-
ments are, how they want to han-
dle the relationship.”

Hagel also expects to meet with
newly elected India Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.

Modi was denied an American
visa in 2005 after being accused
of complicity in religious riots
that killed more than 1,000 Mus-
lims three years earlier in the
country’s western Gujarat state,

where he was serving as the top
elected official. “India has many
options to do many things with
different partners,” Hagel said.
“This is a high priority for me.”
Hagel said he also wants to talk
about doing more joint military
exercises with India and to get a
better understanding of what proj-
ects India wants to pursue with
the U.S. The U.S. wants to part-
ner with India as it modernizes
its military, but India seems more
interested in co-development op-
portunities than in simply buy-
ing American-made weapons.
Accompanying Hagel in India is
Frank Kendall, the defense un-
dersecretary for acquisition who
is leading the new initiative.
Foreign military sales to India
have grown substantially in re-
cent years, totaling more than
$9 billon since 2008 and includ-
ing cargo planes, helicopters and
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missiles.

But progress on other agree-
ments has been slow. In recent
years, the U.S. and India have
sparred over a wide range of is-
sues, from trade deals and visa
restrictions to the regulation
of chemical emissions into the
environment.

The war in Afghanistan also
has frayed relations with India as
the U.S. pursued an often uneasy
alliance with Pakistan, pressing
Islamabad to go after Taliban
insurgents launching attacks
against coalition forces across
the Afghan border. Pakistan and
India — both nuclear-armed —
have battled in three major wars
since their partition in 1947. But
more recently, they have taken
some steps to improve relations.

This is the second stop on Ha-
gel’s trip, which also will include
a visit to Australia.
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Family members approach the plane carrying the remains of Army Maj. Gen. Harold Greene on Thursday

at Dover Air Force Base, Del.

Body of slain two-star general
arrives at Dover Air Force Base

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The body
of Maj. Gen. Harold J. Greene,
the first general officer killed in
foreign hostilities since 1970, ar-
rived at Dover Air Force Base on
Thursday from Afghanistan.

Six soldiers slowly carried a
transfer case with his remains
past Army Secretary John
McHugh and Army Chief of Staff
Ray Odierno and placed it in a
truck that carried it to the Air
Force-run mortuary on the base.

The movement was carried out
in customary silence, but after-
ward, soft sobs could be heard as
members of the general’s imme-
diate family boarded the aircraft
to thank the crew for taking care
of Greene on his final flight.

It is unclear what led the shoot-
er, identified as a man in his 20s,
to hide Tuesday in a bathroom at
the military training base near
the Afghan capital, then emerge
and open fire on a delegation of
visiting American and European
military officers before being
shot dead himself.

Greene’s death was the latest
in what is a persistent problem
endemic to Westerners training
Afghan recruits: insider attacks.

Attacks by Afghan forces on
their coalition partners — the
Long Wars Journal has counted
87 since 2008 — reached a peak
in 2012. That’s when the U.S.
military imposed security and
educational measures intended to
protect coalition troops from the
very people they are supposed
to help. Until Tuesday’s attack,
those measures were thought to
have been successful; it had been
six months since a uniformed
Afghan had attacked American
soldiers.

But Tuesday’s attack raised
questions about whether the re-
spite was because of the increased
security measures or whether it
was just the benefit of the drop
in U.S. interactions with Afghan
soldiers occasioned by the draw-

An Army carry team transfers the remains of Army Maj. Gen. Harold
Greene on Thursday at Dover Air Force Base, Del.

down of American troops.

A German brigadier general
and a senior Afghan commander
also were among the wounded, as
were 15 other Western troopers.

The German officer has been
identified as Brig. Gen. Michael
Bartscher, 56, adviser to the
so-called Ministerial Advisory
Group, which advises the Afghan
defense ministry. He was taken
to the German field hospital at
Mazar-e-Sharif on Wednesday.
His condition remains stable. A
decision about transporting him
to Germany will be made in the
next few days, according to Ger-
man army officials.

Of the 15 wounded, eight are
American. Their conditions could
not be ascertained by deadline.

Echoing the statements made
by U.S. officials in recent days,
Ambassador Maurits Jochems,
the Dutch diplomat who is
NATO’s senior civilian represen-
tative in Afghanistan, said that
although the investigation is still
ongoing, he doesn’t expect the at-
tack to have a lasting impact on
the coalition’s operations.

“The number of insider at-
tacks over the past year or so has
diminished quite significantly,”
he told reporters in Kabul on
Wednesday. If anything, Jochems
said, he expects it to strengthen
the resolve of international troops

to honor the sacrifice by Greene
and others.

With the overall number of in-
sider attacks — and American ca-
sualties in general — much lower
than in previous years, Greene’s
death is unlikely to make much of
a difference to an American pub-
lic already soured on Afghani-
stan, said Anthony Cordesman,
with the Center for Strategic and
International Studies.

“Particularly in the United
States, a general will get more at-
tention, but Americans won’t be
any more disturbed by the war,”
he said. “It reminds them that the
war exists, but it doesn’t impact
how the war is viewed.”

He said the shooting should be
viewed in the context of a sus-
tained, and even growing, level of
overall violence in Afghanistan,
rather than as any harbinger of
an increase in insider attacks.

“The problem is not so much
green-on-blue, but rather the
overall major increase in high-
profile attacks,” Cordesman said.
“It indicates a greater insurgent
presence in more areas. It shows
that this war isn’t transitioning
into peace. It’s a very serious con-
flict that is still going on.”

Stars and Stripes reporters Josh Smith,
Chris Carroll, and Jon Harper and the
McClatchy news service contributed to
this report.

Afghan troops’
rocky past offers
clues in shooting

By PAMELA CONSTABLE
The Washington Post

KABUL, Afghanistan — Maj.
Gen. Harold Greene, the highest-
ranking U.S. military officer
killed in a war zone in four de-
cades, died not at the hand of a
sworn enemy but from a burst of
gunfire by a soldier in an allied
army who had been largely paid,
trained and equipped with Amer-
ican and NATO support.

It will probably never be known
what led the shooter, identified as
aman in his 20s, to hide in a bath-
room at a military training base
near the capital Tuesday, then
emerge and open fire on a delega-
tion of visiting American and Eu-
ropean military officers, before
being shot dead, himself.

It was also unclear what pro-
voked two other “insider attacks”
this week: a firefight Tuesday be-
tween an Afghan police guard and
NATO troops near the governor’s
office in southern Paktia prov-
ince, and an incident Wednesday
in Uruzgan province in which an
Afghan police officer poisoned his
colleagues’ food and then shot at
least seven of them before fleeing
in a police truck, officials said.

But the troubled 1l-year his-
tory of the post-Taliban Afghan
security forces, including the
Afghan army, offers an ample
range of possible explanations for
such deeply disturbing incidents,
whether aimed at Afghan cohorts
or foreign military dignitaries.

The army, the most profession-
al and popular of the new defense
forces, has drawn recruits from
across the country who have been
expected to replace local and eth-
nic loyalties with adherence to a
national government and its de-
fense. The aim has been to forge
an army of about 80,000 men and
officers who could be weaned
from foreign tutelage by now and
prepared to take on the Taliban
alone, then gradually grow to as
many as 120,000 troops.

From the beginning, however,
the project has been plagued
with problems. Soldiers have
gone AWOL and deserted in high
numbers. Ethnic imbalances be-
tween officers and troops have
been sources of envy and friction.
Equipment has been old and ex-
pensive to replace.

Perhaps most problematic,
the American mentors who have
“embedded” with Afghan units
were slow to arrive, and Afghan
fighting traditions — honed over
decades of anti-Soviet guerrilla
combat and civil war —have been
both more brutal and egalitarian
than the orderly American ethos
of haircuts, salutes and predawn
drills.

In a 2009 report on the state of
the Afghan army, the Rand Corp.
and the Royal Danish Defense

College found that although steady
improvements were being made
in professional skills and combat
readiness, the army was still very
much a “work in progress” and
would need continued interna-
tional support for the foreseeable
future. Despite significant gains
in some areas, the report said,
“operational effectiveness re-
mains very much in the balance.”

Five years later, some problems
have eased, but others have aris-
en. American military officials
report that Afghan troops par-
ticipate in all combat operations
against the Taliban and lead at
least half of them. The domestic
popularity of the force has grown,
pay has increased and desertions
have shrunk. But reports of high-
level corruption have soured mo-
rale below, and enthusiasm for
the fight has faltered as Taliban
insurgents have become better
armed and more rapacious.

One of the most vexing devel-
opments has been the spread of
insider attacks, in which Afghan
personnel have opened fire on
their foreign military counter-
parts. The phenomenon became
noticeable in 2008 and surged for
the next several years. In 2012,
there were 60 such attacks, in-
cluding the fatal shooting of two
American advisers by a govern-
ment worker inside the Interior
Ministry. By June of this year,
87 insider attacks had killed 142
coalition troops and wounded an
additional 165, according to the
Long War Journal, an online pub-
lication focused on counterterror-
ism and Islamic radicalism.

The motives behind these at-
tacks have ranged widely. In
some cases, insurgents infiltrat-
ed the services and waited for the
chance to attack foreign troops. In
others, Afghan soldiers and police
attacked their American trainers
after taking offense at certain or-
ders or perceived insults. Some
have been angered by civilian
bombings or reports of Korans
being burned at U.S. bases. Oth-
ers have professed Taliban sym-
pathies or railed at U.S. foreign
policy in the Islamic world.

The fatal attack Tuesday was an
acute embarrassment to the Af-
ghan military leadership because
it occurred inside the Afghan
equivalent of the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, N.Y., and
was aimed at a Western VIP del-
egation that had come to assess
the army’s progress in being able
to defend the nation as Western
forces prepare to leave.

Afghan officials said the shoot-
er, who used the single name
Rafiqullah, had justreturned from
a patrol about midday and was
still carrying his weapon when he
concealed himself in a bathroom
within close range of the delega-
tion and then opened fire.
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A Japan Ground Self Defense Force

performs

Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps.
during Rim of the Pacific Exercise in July.

Japan build amphibious force with help of US

By SETH RoBsoN AND CHIYOMI SUMIDA
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — The U.S.
Marine Corps on Okinawa has spent more
than two years helping Japan set up an am-
phibious force geared toward defense of
islands in the East China Sea, according to
U.S. and Japanese officials.

Members of the Japan Ground Self De-
fense Force have been observing and par-
ticipating in amphibious training with U.S.
Marines on Okinawa since 2012, U.S. and
Japanese officials said in response to ques-
tions about the force. The training — off
limits to media — is part of Japanese ef-
forts to develop, in the next five years, an
amphibious capability that includes new
helicopter carriers and landing craft, along
with a 3,000-strong army unit modelled on
the U.S. Marine Corps.

The build-up has been taking place amid
tensions in the East China Sea, where China
h Japan’s claim to th
Islands (known as Daioyu by the Chinese)
nearby oil and gas resources.

As part of that build-up, more than 200
Japanese soldiers practiced amphibious
landings at Camp Pendleton, Calif., with
U.S. Marines in the Iron First exercise in
February. Then, Japanese troops stormed
beaches in Hawaii during last month’s Rim
of the Pacific Exercise.

Additionally, 30 Japanese troops from
the 12th Infantry Regiment out of Camp
Kokubu in Kagoshima prefecture were on
Okinawa from June 23 through Thursday
observing and taking part in U.S. amphibi-
ous training, according to a Japanese De-
fense Ministry spokesman.

The Japanese platoon had been work-
ing with 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines, 31st
Marine Expeditionary Unit, Capt. Gar-
ron Garn, a public affairs officer with the
Okinawa-based 31st Marine Expeditionary
Unit.

The Japanese have been watching the
Marines train with a variety of aircraft,
rubber raiding boats and amphibious as-
sault vehicles. They’ve also practiced swim-
ming and martial arts together.

It is the third group of Japanese troops to
do amphibious training alongside the U.S.
Marines, Garn said.

The training — under the auspices of the

Japanese Observer Exchange Program —
allows the Japanese to observe small-unit
tactics and amphibious operations as well
as enhance their ability to operate alongside
U.S. forces, he said.

Operating from amphibious ships re-
quires a lot of planning, coordination, syn-
chronization and communication, Garn
said.

“There are numerous challenges inher-
ent to amphibious operations, from unpre-
dictable weather to coordinating the efforts
of literally thousands of Marines and sail-
ors,” Garn said. “The integration with
JGSDF soldiers demonstrates the contin-
ued commitment of the United States and
Japan to increasing interoperability of our
militaries and maintains a strong partner-
ship to enable a bilateral response to future
challenges.”

The training has, for the most part, been
conducted in and around U.S. facilities on
Okinawa, although Japanese troops did em-
bark on U.S. amphibious ships in 2012 and
participated in an exercise on Guam in past
years. The Japanese may increase the size
of the force training with the Marines for
future iterations, Garn said.

A Japanese Defense Ministry spokesman
said JGSDF troops are most interested to
learn the landing skills and boat handling
that might be needed to defend an outlying
island. Japan’s fiscal year 2014 defense bud-
get included funding to establish an “Am-
phibious Rapid Deployment Preparatory
Unit,” with about $3 million earmarked for
enhancing the amphibious capabilities of
two Osumi-class transport vessels and an
Izumo-class destroyer, the spokesman said.

The SDF also purchased four amphibious
assault vehicles, each capable of transport-
ing 25 troops, from the U.S. in 2013. And,
this fiscal year — which began in April
— Japan plans to spend $17 million on two

more amphibious assault vehicles which
will be used for command and communica-
tion and vehicle recovery.

Ultimately Japan plans to acquire 52 such
vehicles, the spokesman said.

Japan’s Western Army Regiment, based
in Sasebo, includes 700 personnel training
for amphibious operations, but the goal is
to produce a 3,000-member amphibious
force, Defense Minister Itsunori Onodera
said in comments provided by the Defense
Ministry.

“We hope to establish the amphibious
force as soon as possible,” Onodera said,
during a visit to the regiment’s headquar-
ters, Camp Ainoura, in March. “We will
continue to develop talented personnel
and prepare for the formation of said force
making use of the past experience at Camp
Ainoura and through joint exercises with
the U.S. side, especially the U.S. Marine
Corps.”

The force will have two major tasks, he
said.

“Japan has numerous islands including
many remote islands,” Onodera said. “As
they are the basis for Japan’s exclusive eco-
nomic zone, which is the sixth-largest in the
world, it is vital for us to defend them.”

The amphibious force will also be helpful
in disaster relief operations.

Japan has yet to determine where its am-
phibious force will be based.

“So far, from the perspective of the de-
fense of remote islands, we are considering
either Kyushu or the southwestern region,”
Onodera said.

Where the amphibious force will train in
Japan is also uncertain, although there are
plans to continue joint exercises with the
U.S. Marines in California and on Guam,
the Defense Ministry spokesman said.

robson.seth@stripes.com
Twitter: @SethRobson1

‘Japan has numerous islands including many remote
islands. As they are the basis for Japan’s exclusive
economic zone, which is the sixth-largest in the world,
it is vital for us to defend them.?

Itsunori Onodera
Japanese minister of defense

Elite units
renamed
for ‘Marine
Raiders’

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — In honor of their leg-
endary World War II predecessors, Marine
Corps special operators will now be referred
to as “Marine Raiders” according to a proc-
lamation issued Wednesday by Marine
Corps Commandant Gen. James Amos.

The original Raiders, formed after the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor to fight behind enemy
lines, battled Japanese troops from 1942 to
1944. Members of the elite force earned
seven Medals of Honor for their heroism dur-
ing the war, according to the Marine Corps.

Some consider the four Raider battalions
that fought in the Pacific to be America’s
very first special operations units.

“United States Marines take great pride
in our special operations and irregular war-
fare heritage ... From this point forward,
the Marines of MARSOC will be officially
aligned with the Marine Raiders of World
War II and are charged with maintaining
the high standards and traditions that ac-
company such distinction,” Amos said.

Maj. Gen. Mark Clark, the outgoing
commander of Marine Corps Special Op-
erations, embraced the new name at a
MARSOC change of command ceremony.

“We are proud and honored to adopt the
name Marine Raider, carrying on the rich
heritage passed along to MARSOC by the
Raiders of World War I1,” he said, according
to a Marine Corps press release. “As with
every Marine Corps unit, MARSOC desires
a moniker that creates its own unique iden-
tity that is based on Marine Corps heritage
and enables Marines to trace the legacy of
those Marines who served before them.”

Much like the Raiders units, which were
created at a time of crisis, MARSOC was
established in 2003 as the demand for spe-
cial operators skyrocketed during the post-
9/11 wars.

Although the command itself will still be
officially known as MARSOC, subordinate
elements will carry the Raider moniker,
such as Marine Raider Regiment and Ma-
rine Raider Battalion.

The change comes as the number of liv-
ing Raider veterans continues to decline.

In the news release announcing the
change, the Marine Corps said the move
was partly an effort to fulfill a desire by
members of the original Raiders to have
their name carried on by the Marines.

“No military unit in the history of the
United States brought more honor and glory
to themselves, more pride to their country-
men, and more grief to their enemies as the
four United States Marine Raider Battal-
ions of World War II. It is imperative that
their heritage and exploits live long past the
surviving Raiders,” the U.S. Marine Raider
Association and Foundation stated on its of-
ficial website.

Clark said the Marines are determined to
carry the torch.

“The Marine Raiders have chosen MAR-
SOC to be the holder of their legacy,” he said
at the change of command ceremony. “We
feel we owe it to those Marine Raiders still
living and their families to make every at-
tempt to do so.”
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes
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President Barack Obama signed legislation that overhauls the Department of Veterans Affairs’ health care system Thursday in front of servicemembers at Fort Belvoir, Va.

VA law ‘covers a lot of ground’

Obama:

By Travis J. TRITTEN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama on Thursday
signed into law a $16.3 billion
plan to overhaul the troubled na-
tionwide health care system run
by the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

In a speech at Fort Belvoir,
Va., Obama said the law is an im-
portant step toward reforming a
dysfunctional agency that has out-
raged Americans, but cautioned
that much more work is needed
to fix chronically long wait times
for veteran patients and systemic
wrongdoing among staff.

“This will not and cannot be
the end of our effort,” Obama
said. “Implementing this bill will
take time. It will take focus from
all of us.”

The massive reform package
has been a rare instance of bi-
partisanship in Washington and
won overwhelming support in
both chambers of Congress in
late July, just three months after
delays in veteran health care ex-
ploded into a national scandal. It
dramatically expands veteran ac-
cess to private care, adds medical
staff and facilities, and stream-
lines the firing of VA executives
found to be incompetent or guilty
of manipulating patient data.

“It’s a good deal,” Obama said.
“This bill covers a lot of ground.”

The law will pay private health
care providers $10 billion to treat
vets who cannot get VA appoint-
ments within 30 days of requests
or who live more than 40 miles
from a VA health care facility.

Another $5 billion will go to
hiring new VA doctors — includ-
ing specialty care physicians
— nurses, mental health profes-
sionals and other medical staff.
The remaining $1.27 billion
would primarily pay for 27 new
medical centers in 18 states and
Puerto Rico.

Obama received a loud round
of applause when he mentioned
a measure in the law aimed at
cracking down on management
misconduct.

The law allows new VA Secre-
tary Robert McDonald to fire se-
nior executives at will and those
federal employees now have just

seven days to appeal a termina-
tion and an administrative judge
would be required to rule on the
appeal within three weeks. In the
past, the process typically took
months.

Comprehensive reviews of the
entire VA health care system in-
cluding its antiquated electronic
appointment system, a $360 mil-
lion annual cap on employee
bonuses, and more funding for
sexual assault treatment pro-
grams are also tucked into the
law.

The overhaul will ring up about
$10 billion in new deficit spend-
ing during the coming decade
but only attracted the scattered
opposition of a handful of fiscal
hawks in Congress. About $4.46
billion of the bill’s total $16.3 bil-
lion price tag will be covered by
cuts from elsewhere in the exist-
ing VA budget.

Obama said the law follows on
the heels of a renewed VA effort to
fix its health care system, which
serves about 200,000 patients a
day and is the largest of its kind
in the United States.

“We've already taken the first
steps to changing the way VA
does business,” he said.

Obama said the VA has reached
out to hundreds of thousands of
veterans who have been guar-
anteed lifetime health care after
military service but been unable
to get treatment.

The confirmation of McDonald
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last month was part of the effort
to rebuild the VA’s leadership
team, he said.

McDonald, a former Procter &
Gamble CEO, attended the sign-
ing with Obama and was sched-
uled to make his first visit to a VA
medical facility Friday when he
meets with veterans and staff at
a Phoenix hospital.

That facility became the epi-
center of the department scandal
in April when a doctor alleged
secret patient waiting lists might
have led to 40 deaths. On Satur-
day, the secretary was slated to
visit the VA’s newest medical cen-
ter in Las Vegas.

Exclusively for Ame

Earlier this week, McDonald
called for town hall meetings at
VA facilities across the country
“to listen and learn directly from
those who use our system,” ac-
cording to a released statement.

VA Deputy Secretary Sloan
Gibson, who headed the agency
for two months following the
resignation of Gen. Eric Shin-
seki, visited hospitals and clinics
across the country and was con-
tinuing the visits this month.

During a Wednesday public
appearance in Denver, Gibson
repeated a claim that the VA can
solve its problems and regain the
trust of veterans within two years,

The Associated Press reported.

That claim has been met with
skepticism on Capitol Hill. The
access crisis in the veteran health
care system has been deep and
persistent.

The VA has reported it was jug-
gling 6 million appointments in
mid-July and more than 636,000
of those patients had been waiting
more than a month for care — an
increase of about 45,000 in such
delays from May when the coun-
try was first learning of the crisis,
according to the most recent data
published by the department.
tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten
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Nations standing up agamst proliferation

Exercise demonstrates international
resolve to end trafficking of WMD

By WyarT OLsoN
Stars and Stripes

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii —
Armed teams from Japan, South
Korea and the U.S. boarded a ship
Wednesday during a mock search
for weapons of mass destruction
about 10 miles off the coast of
Honolulu.

The at-sea drill was part of the
inaugural Fortune Guard exer-
cise, which sprang out of the 2003
Proliferation  Security Initia-
tive. President George W. Bush
launched the initiative in the
‘wake of growing concern over the
inability of nations to legally seize
WMDs being smuggled across
the seas — even after ships had
been stopped and searched.

More than 100 nations have now
endorsed the PSI, which seeks to
curtail the illegal trade.

Wednesday’s drill, which was
observed by about S0 partici-
pants from 18 countries in the
Pacific region, was held for two
reasons, said Lt. Commander
David Leather, who works for
U.S. Pacific Command on issues
involving WMD.

First, the search-and-seize
drills demonstrate capabilities
that other endorsing nations
might want to develop, he said.
Japan, South Korea, Australia,
New Zealand, Singapore and the

U.S. are considered “operational
experts” among the endorsing
nations of the Pacific.

But the drill is also being held
in a public forum because it “dem-
onstrates to possible proliferators
that there is a core group of na-
tions out there — likeminded na-
tions — that are not going to stand
for proliferation,” Leather said.

For the sea drill, the USNS
Henry J Kaiser, a military refu-
eling ship, posed as a commercial
tanker.

“This drill is specifically di-
rected at a large commercial ship
that may be carrying something
that could be used in the produc-
tion of WMDs,” Leather said.
“So it’s not looking for the shiny
bomb.”

Boarding was done in three sep-
arate phases, with each country’s
team working independently.

The U.S. Coast Guard’s Mari-
time Safety and Security Team-
Honolulu wrapped things up by
“detecting” uranium-238 in a
shipping container.

The heavily armored and
armed Guardsmen each car-
ried a radiation “pager” device
that automatically beeps when
a certain level of radioactivity is
detected, said Paul Frantz, the
team’s commander. Some radia-
tion is naturally emitted, while

Officials: Mosquito season
may be looming in S. Korea

By AsHLEY ROWLAND
AND Yoo Kyvong CHANG
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — Offi-
cials are warning that the seasonal
threat of mosquito-borne illnesses
could be ramping up after Ty-
phoon Nakri dumped heavy rain
on South Korea last week.

The Korea Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention issued
a nationwide warning this week
for Japanese encephalitis, a virus
transmitted to humans through
the bite of infected mosquitos,
and urged people to take precau-
tions, including vaccinations when
appropriate.

Relatively low rainfall this year
has wiped out most of the mosqui-
to population in South Korea, but
that could change after Typhoon
Nakri’s deluges.

“The mosquito population has
definitely been much reduced
this year compared to previous
years,” said Col. Hee-Choon Sam
Lee, chief of Force Health Protec-
tion and Preventive Medicine for
the 65th Medical Brigade. “With
the rains that just came, mosqui-
tos may rebound, and it could be-
come an issue all the way through
October.”

A KCDC cited an

increased number of mosquitos
found to be carrying Japanese en-
cephalitis in the southeastern city
of Busan.

Symptoms can include brain
inflammation, headaches, high
fever, disorientation, coma, trem-
ors and convulsions, according to
the U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

The last reported case of Japa-
nese encephalitis in the military
community was in 2012, when
an Air Force retiree working in
Korea as a contractor died of the
disease, Lee said.

Other mosquito-borne illnesses
are a concern in some parts of
South Korea, including malaria,
which is considered more of a
threat and occasionally affects
U.S. troops stationed along the
Demilitarized Zone.

The KCDC said people could
cut their risks by using mosquito
repellent, wearing long sleeves
and pants when participating in
outdoor activities and not going
out at night to places where mos-
quitos are prevalent.

The Center also recommended
that children aged 12 months to
13 years old be vaccinated against
Japanese encephalitis.

rowland.ashiey@stripes.com
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Above: A member of the U.S. Coast Guard’s Maritime Safety and Security Team-Honolulu helps secure
the deck_ of the USNS Henry J. Kaiser, which posed as a ship illegally transporting weapons of mass

during the

Fortune Guard exercise in Hawaii. Below: A member of the South

Korean navy boarding team frisks two officers of the Royal Australian Navy during the exercise.

others might emanate from fis-
sile material that could be used
for nuclear weapons.

“From there they use the sec-
ondary equipment to isolate the
isotope and are able to send that
back to an agency that can identi-
fy it and determine if it’s natural-
ly occurring or not,” Frantz said.
“From there you can look at the
manifest and determine whether
that should be there or not.”

Fortune Guard will be held next
year in New Zealand, followed by
Singapore, Australia, Japan and
South Korea.

“We want to make sure that it’s
happening on an annual basis,
that the drumbeat continues,”
Leather said.

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
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Guard to pull out of NASCAR, IndyCar

By JENNA FRYER
The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The National
Guard said Wednesday it will end its spon-
sorship of NASCAR driver Dale Earnhardt
Jr. and IndyCar’s Graham Rahal, but it is
not clear when that goes into effect.

Hendrick Motorsports said in a state-
ment it has a contract through 2015. “We
have not been approached by the guard
about potential changes and plan to honor
our current agreement,” the team said.

Bobby Rahal, co-owner of Rahal Letter-
man Lanigan Racing, said in a statement he
learned of the guard’s decision on Wednes-
day. He called it disappointing news “given
the significant incremental brand expo-
sure we have worked to produce for the Na-

‘Signiﬁcantly constrained resources and the likelihood
of further reductions in the future call for more
innovative and cost-effective ways of doing business. 7

Maj. Gen. Judd H. Lyons
acting director of the Army National Guard

tional Guard in our first season together,
including various off-track marketing and
advertising programs focused on support-
ing the mission set forth.”

The guard said in a statement posted on
its web site it spent $32 million on its NAS-
CAR sponsorship and $12 million on its
IndyCar sponsorship this year, and noted
that “sports sponsorships have played an

important role in helping the guard build
strong brand awareness.”

“Significantly constrained resources and
the likelihood of further reductions in the
future call for more innovative and cost-ef-
fective ways of doing business,” Maj. Gen.
Judd H. Lyons, acting director of the Army
National Guard, said in the statement.

Military funding has come under in-

creased scrutiny in Congress as Sen. Claire
McCaskill, D-Mo, has called the sponsor-
ship “wasting a bunch of money on a very
expensive sports sponsorship.”

“Since 2012, the Army Guard has re-
duced sports sponsorships from six — in-
cluding professional fishing and motorcycle
racing — to just the NASCAR and IndyCar
sponsorships,” the statement said. “In fis-
cal year 2015, the Army Guard’s market-
ing budget is expected to be about half of
what it was just three years ago.”

The guard has been with Earnhardt
since 2008. NASCAR'’s most popular driver
has won three races this year — including
Sunday at Pocono when the guard was on
the No. 88 and his uniform as his primary
sponsor — and is second in the Sprint Cup
standings.

Did leadership by ‘bold goals’ spark VA wait-time crisis?

By Tom PHILPOTT

Until he resigned in May, VA
Secretary Eric Shinseki led his
department of more than 350,000
employees for five years by set-
ting “bold goals” that looked im-
possible to achieve but that he
knew, from his Army years, could
inspire better performance and,
from Congress, bigger budgets.

But did a goal to cut wait times
in half for patients seeking care fi-
nally put VA administrators under
such pressure that many chose
to manipulate performance data,
compromise their integrity and
even put patients at risk?

A VA physician described for
me his reaction, and that of col-
leagues, when word reached them
in 2011 that veterans seeking a
primary care appointment, or
specialty care consults, were to be
seen within 14 days ratherthan 30
days, the goal VA health care had
used since 1995.

“That statement that we had to
see patients within 14 days was
so unbelievably unrealistic that
people laughed at it,” the doctor
recalled.

He spoke frankly on condition
that I not reveal his name or where
he works.

“When I first started with VA
I was told that when they put in
a consult to [my specialty] — and
it’s all computerized so you can
see exactly the time it was placed
— the goal was to see that patient
within 30 days. If we were seeing
80 to 85 percent within 30 days,
[bosses] were happy,” he said.

“That became very difficult be-
cause the volume of patients was
just overwhelming. Then, all of a
sudden, we heard that 30 days had
become 14 days. It wasn’t any kind
of an official announcement. And
T've got to be honest: nobody made
a big deal about it. In fact they
didn’t pay any attention to it at all.

It was just so stupid they might
as well have told me I had to see
the patient within 14 seconds. It

what reason?

A senior VA official made avail-
able to discuss this said the 14-day
goal has been removed from all
supervisor performance plans. He
also said he didn’t know who made
the original decision, or if it was
individual or a group.

When it was set, he explained,
apparently there was concern
about ensuring that patients who
needed critical care be given
“same-day access.” So someone
suggested that lowering the 30-
day goal, he said, would somehow
incentivize staff to deliver more
same-day care to critical patients.

“I think the mistake we made
was to use as an average measure”
a 14-day goal set per appointment,
as though using it would signal
“we had same-day access for
people who critically required it,”
this official said. “I think we just
saw 30, we wanted to get closer to
same day access, and so they ad-
justed the performance measure
from 30 to 14.”

That was as clear as he could
explain what occurred. In retro-
spect, he added, another mistake
was “we didn’t change the re-
sourcing levels with the [new] re-
source requirement.”

In other words, the 14-day goal
was set but not funded. VA health
budgets still grew for identified
purposes and programs, but no
dollars were committed specifi-
cally to shortening patient wait
times. That would have meant hir-
ing more physicians, nurses and
support staff, buying more equip-
ment and setting up more examin-
ing rooms and operating rooms.

“That was a mistake,” this offi-
cial conceded. Why no funding?

“At the time, it would have just
been people thinking that setting
bold goals was a good thing for an
agency,” he said.

That sounded familiar. Bold
had characterized Shinseki’s
leadership style. He was the sec-
retary who promised to end vet-
eran by 2015. He

‘wasn’t going to happen.”

Not everyone inside VA health
care, however, could ignore the
new goal as nonsense. Admin-
istrators responsible for hitting
appointment timeliness marks
suddenly had higher hurdles to
clear, or to scoot around.

Who set the new goal and for

also promised by that year to end
the compensation claims backlog,
which he conceded he had ag-
gravated with another bold move.
Shinseki added heart disease,
Parkinson’s and B-cell leukemia
to the list of conditions VA would
compensate for and treat as ser-
vice-connected ailments if vet-

MiLITARY
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eran had stepped foot in Vietnam.
Scientists had found an associa-
tion between these ailments and
defoliants like Agent Orange used
in the war.

Last summer, while Shinseki
was visiting a VA claims process-
ing site in Newark, N.J., I inter-
viewed him about his ambitious
goals.

“There’s a fine line between
being bold and foolish,” the retired
four-star general and wounded
warrior said. “I think for the most
part, over all the things I've ever
done inlife, [I've mostly been] bold
and a few times foolish. I think I'm
bold here.”

He said he didn’t regret setting

bold objectives.

“I've been writing plans all my
life. I never wrote a tentative plan.
That’s not what you expect from a
guy you want to solve a problem.”

Debra A. Draper, director for
health care at the Government
Accountability Office, said VA of-
ficials told GAO that they had low-
ered the wait time goal to 14 days
because performance data by
2011 showed VA was meeting the
old goal for more than 95 percent
of veterans seeking care.

The trouble with that decision,
Draper said, was that VA appoint-
ment data had been unreliable
for years, as both by GAO and
the VA’s Inspector General often
reported. Yet meeting wait time
goals had been an element of VA
performance contracts for admin-
istrators since at least 2000, she
said.

Factors that made the data un-
reliable included a scheduling
policy that was unclear and open

to local interpretation; antiquated
scheduling software; inadequate
staff training and, effectively, no
oversight of data reports.

Was the shift to 14 days a factor
in the current scandal?

“You don’t know people’s mo-
tivations,” Draper advised. “But,
yeah, going from 30 days to 14, for
someone who was planning to do
something nefarious or manipula-
tive, it’s more pressure to do that.”

But Draper believes the scandal
would have occurred even if VA
had left the 30-day goal in place
because so many veterans were
complaining to Congress and to
veteran groups about long waits to
access care, she said.

“Whether it’s 14 or 30 days,
data need to be reliable so they
can really measure [and manage]
to whatever the benchmark is,”
Draper said.

Send comments to Military Update, P.O.
Box 231111, Centreville, VA, 20120, email
milupdate@aol.com
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President Barack Obama talks with Benin President Boni Yayi before the third session at the U.S. Africa
Leaders Summit in Washington on Wednesday.

Obama wants momentum
to follow Africa summit

By JuLieT EILPERIN
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama wrapped up a
three-day summit with African
leaders Wednesday, making a
rare foreign policy advance even
as his administration continues to
face daunting challenges abroad.

The massive gathering of near-
ly 50 African heads of state and
government in Washington al-
lowed top U.S. officials to broker
deals between American compa-
nies and African dignitaries, as
well as press privately for action
on security and human rights
concerns. At a time when Europe
and major economies such as
China are expanding their foot-
hold in Africa, the conference
gave the United States a chance
to reinforce its long-standing con-
nection to the continent.

While the summit yielded a
handful of high-profile announce-
ments —i ing new icand

officials and their African coun-
terparts discussed issues ranging
from tensions within the Great
Lakes region to the ongoing con-
flict in South Sudan.

In a press conference Wednes-
day evening, Obama called the
meeting “an extraordinary event”
that can be “a forcing mechanism
for decisions and action, so we
agreed that the U.S.-Africa lead-
ers summit will be a recurring
event to hold ourselves account-
able for our commitments and to
sustain our momentum.”

The leaders agreed Wednesday
to create a “new peace-keeping
rapid response project” to en-
hance Africa’s ability to defuse
conflicts, the president said,
along with a security and gover-
nance initiative to professionalize
security forces on the continent.

House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee Chairman Edward Royce,
R-Calif., cautioned in an inter-
view Wednesday that the real

private investments in economic,
agricultural and health develop-
ment totaling $37 billion — it also
featured the kind of behind-the
scenes diplomatic interactions
that could produce meaningful
benefits later on. Elected U.S.

value of the meeting will be best
judged a year from now, “when
the words on paper and the hours

have faulted the president for
failing to engage more aggres-
sively with the continent during
his first term. Charlotte Florance,
aresearch associate for economic
freedom in Africa and the Middle
East, wrote in an email that it
took Obama “too long to show up
to the table. The rest of the world
is already working on the main
course, while the U.S. is still
talking about what it is going to
order.”

But the frenetic pace of events
in recent days — including bilat-
eral meetings between African
leaders and top American offi-
cials, and Obama’s attendance at
several summit events — made
an impression on many of the
government and corporate lead-
ers who had journeyed here.

Royce, who met with the presi-
dents of South Africa, Nigeria,
Democratic Republic of Congo
and South Sudan, said he had
“tough meetings” that were “not
uplifting” but delved into press-
ing issues, including how to sta-
bilize parts of the continent and

of talking are impl d and

share i e and how to

acted upon.”
Several conservatives, as well
as some African policy experts,

combat wildlife trafficking.
“These leaders have their work
cut out [for] them,” Royce said.

Appeals court might not back gay marriage

The Washington Post

CINCINNATI — If the issue of
same-sex marriage is on an ex-
pressway to the Supreme Court,
Wednesday was rush hour in a
federal appeals court here.

In an unprecedented and
marathon hearing, tag teams of
attorneys for four states told an
appellate panel why voter-ap-
proved prohibitions in Kentucky,
Michigan, Ohio and Tennessee
should be honored.

It became clear after three
hours of arguments that the panel

could become the first roadblock
for proponents of same-sex mar-
riage who have been on a win-
ning streak knocking down state
restrictions following a landmark
decision by the Supreme Court in
2013. That S5-to-4 ruling struck
down the part of the federal De-
fense of Marriage Act that de-
fined marriage as only between a
man and a woman.

But a panel of three randomly
chosen judges of the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the 6th Circuit left
questions about whether it would

follow the lead of two other ap-
peals courts. Those courts said
the Supreme Court’s decision
meant that states lacked the right
to limit marriage to opposite-sex
couples and to deny recognition
of unions conducted elsewhere.

If there is a split among the cir-
cuit courts on whether marriage
is a fundamental right or, alter-
natively, that states are free to re-
strict it to heterosexual couples,
that would almost surely require
Supreme Court intervention
sooner rather than later.

Majority find fault
with Congress,
president in poll

BY JENNIFER AGIESTA
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The latest
Associated Press-GfK poll finds
the nation dissatisfied with what
Congress and President Barack
Obama have done lately, and few
expect much more after the mid-
term elections. Here'’s a look at
five things to know from the poll.

Disapproval dominates. Nearly
9 in 10 Americans say they disap-
prove of how Congress is handling
its job, and 6 in 10 disapprove of
the president.

More than half of Americans,
54 percent, disapprove of both.

Among this group, 94 percent
say the nation is heading in the
wrong direction. About 7 in 10
say someone new ought to win
in their congressional district
and about half say they are com-
pletely certain they’ll vote this
November. Most, 57 percent, are
Republicans or say they lean that
way, and 51 percent want to see
the GOP wind up in control of
Congress this fall.

The “who cares” bloc. One-
third of Americans say they
hope the Republicans take con-
trol of Congress outright this
fall, and the same share want to
see Democrats lead Congress.
The final third? They say it just
doesn’t matter who takes control
of Congress.

So who says they don’t care?

Among independents, 77 per-
cent say it just doesn’t matter who
takes control of Congress this fall.
The remainder are split evenly —
11 percent favor the Democrats,
11 percent the Republicans.

Overall, those who say it doesn’t
much matter are younger (63 per-
cent are under age 50) and large-
ly uninterested in the upcoming
election (just 28 percent say they
have a great deal or quite a bit of
interest in following it).

Someone get Washington a
GPS. All told, only 28 percent of
Americans think the nation is
heading in the right direction, the
lowest level in August of an elec-
tion year since 2008. It’s about on
par with 2006, when Democrats
took control of the House amid a
backlash to the Iraq War.

Though the economy pushed

the nation’s “right direction” fig-
ures to historic lows in fall 2008,
that does not seem to be the cul-
prit in the new poll. About a third
(35 percent) say the economy is in
good shape, about the same as in
May, and 58 percent say the econ-
omy has stayed about the same in
the past month.

The decline in optimism about
the country’s path now seems to
mirror drops in August 2011 and
October 2013, when congressio-
nal inaction led to the threat of
a government shutdown in 2011
and a partial one in 2013.

Outlook for November a bit
rosier for Republicans. There are
some signs in the new poll that
Republicans have gained ground
as the height of the campaign ap-
proaches. In May, they trailed
Democrats a bit on who ought to
control Congress, but now the
two parties are about even. Par-
tisans are about equally likely to
say they’d like to see their own
party in charge of Congress after
Nov. 4, with about three-quarters
of each saying they hope their
side winds up in control. That’s a
negative shift for Democrats, who
are a bit less apt to say they want
their own party to win now than
they were in May — 74 percent
in the new poll compared with 80
percent then.

For Obama, a new normal. The
July poll marks the second in a
row in which the president’s fa-
vorability rating tilted negative.
Overall, 51 percent have an un-
favorable impression of the presi-
dent, compared with 44 percent
who have a favorable take. Before
his re-election in 2012, Obama’s
favorability rating was consis-
tently in majority territory in AP-
GfK polling, bottoming out at 53
percent in December 2011.

The AP-GfK Poll was conduct-
ed July 24-28 using Knowledge-
Panel, GfK’s probability-based
online panel designed to be rep-
resentative of the U.S. popula-
tion. It involved online interviews
with 1,044 adults and has a mar-
gin of sampling error of plus or
minus 3.4 percentage points for
all respondents. It is larger for
subgroups.

Hawaii to get its first
hurricane in 22 years

HONOLULU — Iselle was
supposed to weaken as it slowly
trudged west across the Pacific.
It didn’t — and now Hawaii is
poised to take its first direct hur-
ricane hit in 22 years.

Tracking close behind it was
Hurricane Julio, which strength-
ened early Thursday into a Cat-
egory 2 storm.

State officials are assuring
the islands are ready and people
should prepare but not panic.

Tourists wondered whether their
flights and activities would be
disrupted and tried to get in some
last-minute beach time before the
surf’s up, but ugly.

“Everybody says this is the last
day of good weather, so we came
down to the beach,” said Shonna
Snodgrass, a tourist in Waikiki
visiting from Stafford, Va.

Iselle was expected to arrive on
the Big Island on Thursday eve-
ning, bringing heavy rains, winds
gusting up to 85 mph and flood-
ing in some areas.

From The Associated Press
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Computer breach puts data of
government employees at risk

By STEPHEN BRAUN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Two gov-
ernment agencies Wednesday
said they limited operations with
a major government contrac-
tor that oversees hundreds of
thousands of security clearance
background checks for civilian
and military workers after the
contractor reported it had been
targeted by a cyberattack.

The contractor, USIS, did not
identify the suspected -culprit
but said in a statement that the
cyberattack had “the markings
of a state-sponsored attack.” An
official with the Department of
Homeland Security said the intru-
sion may have compromised some
of its employees’ information.

USIS, once known as U.S. In-
vestigations Services Inc., has
been under criticism in Congress
in recent months for its perfor-
mance in conducting background
checks on National Security

Agency leaker Edward Snowden
and on Aaron Alexis, a military
contractor employee who Kkilled
12 people during shootings at the
Navy Yard in September 2013.

Private contractors conduct
background checks on more than
two-thirds of the 4.9 million gov-
ernment workers with security
clearances, and USIS handles
nearly half of that number. Many
of those investigations are per-
formed under contracts with the
Office of Personnel Manage-
ment, the Department of Home-
land Security and the Defense
Department.

An OPM spokeswoman said the
agency was temporarily halting
all of USIS’s background check
fieldwork “out of an abundance
of caution.” The spokeswoman,
Jackie Koszczuk, said the hiatus
will allow USIS to take “neces-
sary steps” to protect its systems.

OPM’s own computers were
reportedly penetrated earlier this

year by Chinese hackers, accord-
ing to a New York Times account.
The agency’s databases were
breached in March before the
threat was detected and blocked,
the Times reported in July.

A DHS spokesman said it had
issued “stop-work orders halting
the provision of additional sensi-
tive information” to USIS until
the agency was confident that the
firm could protect that material.
The spokesman, Peter Boogard,
said the FBI had begun an inves-
tigation into the matter. Boogard
said the agency was separately
working to identify the scope
of the breaches and where they
occurred.

The firm said in a statement
on its website that it was working
with law enforcement and had
retained “an independent foren-
sics investigative law firm to de-
termine the precise nature and
extent of any unlawful entry into
our network.”

Man killed in

The Associated Press

BILLINGS, Mont. — A Mon-
tana man who is charged in the
throat-slashing death of another
man told police they were ar-
guing over which branch of the
United States military was better,
the Army or the Marines, Yellow-
stone County prosecutors said.

William Earl Cunningham, 63,
of Laurel, Mont., made an initial
appearance on a deliberate ho-
micide in Justice Court. Justice
of the Peace David Carter set his
bail at $500,000 during Tuesday’s
hearing.

Cunningham did not enter
a plea in the death of Nathan
Horn, 40, of Billings. He will be

fight over military branches

assigned a public defender.
Charging documents say Cun-
ningham told police that he and
Horn were arguing Saturday
night when Horn jumped up and
took a swing at him.
Cunningham told the officer
he pushed Horn back and said,
“Then I cut him ... I did what the
Army taught me to do.”
Whenofficersarrived, Cunning-
ham was leaning against a car and
Horn was lying on the grass next
to Cunningham’s feet. Horn had a
cut on his right cheek and a deep
cut on the left side of his neck.
Horn appeared to be
gasping for breath as an of-
ficer applied pressure to the

neck wound, court records said.

“I cut him. He’s dead,” Cun-
ningham told police, according to
charging documents. “The knife’s
on the table.”

Horn was pronounced dead
less than an hour later.

After Cunningham was read
his rights, he told officers he and
Horn were sitting at the picnic
table when they began arguing
about whether the Army or Ma-
rines was the best branch of the
military, court records said.

Laurel Police Sgt. Mark Guy
said Monday that the men had
argued the night before about the
same issue. It wasn’t clear if Horn
had served in the military.

Porn permits fall but movies keep on going

The Associated Press
LOS ANGELES — Where have all the adult-movie

filmmakers gone?

A quick review of the Internet shows there is
no shortage of porn films available for instant

download.

But in Los Angeles County, for years the country’s
porn capital, records reveal only 20 permits to make
adult films have been pulled so far this year.

Industry officials say that’s the result of an ordi-

nance voters passed more than a year ago requiring
that porn actors use condoms.

So where are the films coming from?

underground.

Industry officials say many are still being
made in LA County by filmmakers who have gone

Others have taken their actors to neighboring
counties or states.

If the ordinance remains in effect, many say they
won’t come back.

AP

An artist from Los Angels tattoos a person during the Body Art Expo
at the Los Angeles county fairgrounds in Pomona, Calif.

Tattoo inks can cause
infections, FDA warns

By MaRyY CLARE JALONICK
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Thinking
about getting inked? Check the
bottle first.

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration is warning tattoo parlors,
their customers and those buying
at-home tattoo kits that not all tat-
too ink is safe.

Last month, California com-
pany White and Blue Lion Inc.
recalled inks in in-home tattoo
kits after testing confirmed bac-
terial contamination in unopened
bottles.

At least one skin infection has
been linked to the company’s
products, and FDA officials say
they are aware of other reports
of infections linked to tattoo inks
with similar packaging.

Infections from tattooing are
nothing new. Hepatitis, staph in-
fections and even the superbug
known as MRSA have been tied
to tattoos. Dirty needles and un-
sanitary environments are often
to blame.

But people getting tattoos can
get infections in the skin even
in the cleanest conditions. The
ink can carry bacteria that can
spread through the bloodstream
— a process known as sepsis.
Symptoms are fever, shaking
chills and sweats, and the risk is
particularly high for anyone with
pre-existing heart or circulatory
conditions. Less severe infections
may involve bumps on the skin,
discharge, redness, swelling, blis-
ters or excessive pain at the site.

And you may not be out of the
woods for a while: The FDA says
it has received reports of bad re-
actions to tattoo inks right after

tattooing as well as years later.

The FDA says it is concerned
that consumers and tattoo art-
ists may have some of the con-
taminated products from the July
recall. White and Blue Lion may
have just been one distributor.

Some of the recalled bottles
have amulticolored Chinese drag-
on image with black-and-white
lettering, while some are miss-
ing manufacturer information. In
general, the FDA says those look-
ing to get a tattoo should always
ensure that the ink has a brand
name and a location of the busi-
ness that manufactured it.

“What the consumer can do is
talk to the tattoo artist and see the
ink bottles,” said Linda Katz, di-
rector of the FDA'’s Office of Cos-
metics and Colors.

This isn’t the first outbreak
linked to tattoo ink. Reports of in-
fections have increased as tattoos
have become more popular in the
last decade.

Three years ago, 19 people in
Rochester, N.Y., ended up with
bubbly rashes on their new tat-
toos, linked to contaminated water
that was used to dilute the ink.

Permanent tattoos aren’t the
only tattoos that carry risk.
An FDA alert earlier this year
warned that temporary tattoos
popular with kids and often found
at beaches, boardwalks and other
holiday destinations can be dan-
gerous. The main risk is from
black henna, an ink that is com-
bined with natural red henna and
can include chemicals that can
cause dangerous skin reactions.

In that notice to the public, the
FDA said regulation differs from
state to state and can be lax in
some places.

Phone: 2634060062738 Fax: 0462-55-00566
04&518896

N.OW:ls

httpﬂznmnitt.com




Pace 10 SEIRRER R

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Friday, August 8, 2014

WORLD

Journalists walk near a crater caused by a shell which a house
region, eastern Ukraine, on Thmsday

NATO issues warning to Russia

By JouN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

NATO’s secretary general
called on Russia on Thursday to
“step back from the brink” as con-
cerns mount that Moscow might
be preparing to launch an inva-
sion into Ukraine under the guise
of a peacekeeping operatmn

‘Do not use
peacekeeping
as an excuse for
war-making. 7

Anders Fogh Rasmussen
NATO secretary general

“Do not use
an excuse for war-making,” An-
ders Fogh Rasmussen said dur-
ing a news conference streamed
live from Kiev, where he met with
Ukrainian leaders.

U.S. and other Western officials
estimate that Russia has massed
some 20,000 troops near the
Ukrainian border, across which
pro-Russia militants have been
engaged in a bloody conflict with
Ukrainian government forces.

“Russia’s support to the sepa-
ratists continues,” Rasmussen
said. “It has intensified in scale
and sophistication.”

The downing of a Malaysian
airliner, killing all 298 people on
board, “shows the tragic global
consequences of that reckless
support,” Rasmussen said. “And
Russia has massed large forces
on the Ukrainian border, to shield
the separatists and to use any pre-
text to intervene even further.”

Rasmussen, who was in Kiev to
meet with Ukrainian President
Petro Poroshenko, said the 28-na-
tion NATO alliance is prepared
to deepen its military partner-
ship with Ukraine, a non-NATO
member.

In June, NATO defense minis-
ters agreed to establish four spe-
cial trust funds to pool resources
to assist Ukraine in areas such as
defense

retired military personnel who
could assist in the current crisis.
The NATO chief also said he
expects Ukraine to be incor-
porated into more joint NATO
military drills with the goal of
bolstering the country’s defense
capabilities.
“We are ready to intensify this
cooperation,” Rasmussen said.
Since Russia’s annexation of
Ukraine’s Crimea Peninsula in
March, relations between NATO
and Moscow have rapidly deterio-
rated, bringing to an end military
cooperation in counterterrorism,
counterpiracy and other areas.
While Western officials have
stated there is no military solu-
tion to the crisis, the U.S. and its
allies in Europe have gradually
increased economic sanctions on
Russia, which in turn has banned
imports of a number of Western
food and agricultural products.
Moscow has also threatened bans
on flights over its airspace.
Rasmussen said he expected
severe economic penalties to be
imposed on Moscow if Russia
launches an invasion of Ukraine.
“I have no doubt it would lead
to deeper, more profound, tough-
er economic sanctions that would
really hurt the Russian economy,”
Rasmussen said.

control, logistics and retraining

vandiver.john ipes.com

EVGENIY MaALOLETKA/AP

pro-Russia rebels and Ukrainian

Shelling in rebel-held
Ukrainian city Kkills 4

The Associated Press

DONETSK, Ukraine — Sus-
tained shelling in the main
rebel stronghold in eastern
Ukraine struck residential
buildings and a hospital, killing
at least four people and wound-
ing 10 others, officials said, as
government forces pressed for-
ward in their campaign to rout
the separatists.

Mortar fire struck the Vish-
nevskiy Hospital in Donetsk
on Thursday morning, killing
one and wounding five others,
Donetsk city council spokes-

as city authorities sought to
clear away the remnants of a
tent colony erected by demon-
strators involved in the street
uprising against pro-Russia
President Viktor Yanukovych.
At the time, protesters were
angry about endemic corrup-
tion and wanted closer ties with
the European Union.

In scenes reminiscent of that
revolt, which climaxed with
‘Yanukovych’s ouster in Febru-
ary, demonstrators set alight
tires in their face-off against a
volunteer battalion overseeing
the cl Ip operation.

man Maxim said.

“There was a sudden ex-
plosion,” witness Dr. Anna
Kravtsova said. “A  mor-
tar round flew through the
window.”

The shelling, which de-
stroyed an array of equip-
ment in the dentistry unit, also
hit three nearby apartment
building

It followed a mght of shell-

In eastern Ukraine, govern-
ment troops have made tenta-
tive progress in their strategy
to retake Donetsk and other
towns and cities. Armed forces
have refrained from pitched
urban battles, and instead fa-
vored pushing back their op-
ponents with artillery fire. It
has led to a growing number of
clvﬂlans casualties.

ing in another hood as
fighting between government
and pro-Russia separatists is
inching closer to the city cen-
ter. The mayor’s office said in
a statement posted on its web-
site that three people had been
killed, five wounded and sev-
eral residential buildings de-
stroyed during those attacks.
Clashes erupted in central
Kiev, the capital of Ukraine,

skiy Hospital, one of
the city’s larger medical treat-
ment facilities, is less than 3
miles from the main square. It
has been used to provide treat-
ment to civilian victims of the
ongoing conflict.

“The hospital became a
nightmare. This is absurd,”
said patient Dmitry Kozhur, 37.
“We came here to keep living,
but now we are risking death.”

Israel and

Hamas dig
in as Gaza
talks go on

By T1a GOLDENBERG
AND IBRAHIM BARZAK
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — An Israeli
Cabinet minister warned Thurs-
day that Israel will respond if
Hamas resumes fire after a tem-
porary truce expires in the Gaza
Strip.

The statement, along with
Hamas’ earlier threats, signals
that both sides are digging in their
positions — presumably to secure
best terms for a deal — as negotia-
tions continue in Cairo on a lasting
truce and reconstruction for the
war-battered coastal territory.

The two sides remain far apart
and far from anything resem-
bling an agreement. Israel wants
the Islamic militant group, which
runs the Gaza Strip, to disarm, or
at least ensure it cannot re-arm,
before considering Hamas’ de-
mand to lift a crippling blockade

that wasim-
' posed by Is-
We are rael in 2007
preparing and later
forced
for any o
- by by Egypt as
situation, well.
and if they pDI::y tem-
resume fll‘e, hour truce,
the military gg:ﬁedgg by
o 01 sides,
will re.c?ume went _into
operations. 7 effect Tues-
Gilad Erdan J2Y morn-
Israel Cabinet i
minister launch

the talks in Cairo. Israel and
Hamas are under heavy inter-
national pressure to extend the
cease-fire to allow more time for
negotiations.

“We are preparing for any situ-
ation, and if they resume fire, the
military will resume operations,”
Israeli Cabinet minister Gilad
Erdan told Israel Radio.

He said that, in principle, Israel
does not oppose Gaza’s “econom-
ic rehabilitation,” but said the
strip’s demilitarization was a key
priority for Israel.

Hamas leader Moussa Abu
Marzouk said Wednesday eve-
ning that so far, there has been no
deal on extending the truce. Izzat
al-Rishg, a senior Hamas mem-
ber, told the Palestinian news
agency that Hamas would condi-
tion any extension to the cease-
fire on progress in the talks.

Highlighting the wide gap be-
tween the sides, a Palestinian of-
ficial briefed on the talks in Cairo
said he did not expect Israel’s de-
mand for disarming Hamas to be
accepted.

“Nobody accepts demilitariza-
tion of the weapons in Gaza while
the Israeli occupation is continu-
ing and the siege on Gaza is con-
tinuing and the crimes against
our people are continuing,” said
Wasel Abu Yousef, stressing that
he was expressing his personal
view.
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Iraqi militants seize nation’s largest dam

By SAMEER N. Yacous
AND VIVIAN SALAMA
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Sunni militants
from the Islamic State on Thurs-
day seized Iraq’s largest dam,
placing them in control of enor-
mous power and water resources
and access to the river that runs
through the heart of Baghdad.

After a week of attempts, the
radical Islamist gunmen success-
fully stormed the Mosul Dam and
forced Kurdish forces to with-
draw from the area, residents
living near the dam told The As-
sociated Press. They spoke anon-
ymously for safety concerns.

The group’s advances came as
the capital has been shaken by
a string of car bombs that has
claimed more than 80 lives in the
last two days.

The Islamic State group post-
ed a statement online Thursday,
confirming that they had taken
control of the dam and vowed to
continue “the march in all di-
rections,” adding that it will not
“give up the great Caliphate proj-
ect.” The group added that it has
seized a total of 17 cities, towns
and targets — including the dam
— over the past five days.

Halgurd Hekmat, a spokes-
man for the Peshmerga, said that
clashes around the dam are ongo-
ing and he does not know who is
in control at this point in time.

The Islamic State group has
established its idea of an Islamic
state in the territory it controls
in Iraq and Syria, imposing its
harsh interpretation of Islamic
law. Iraqgi government forces,
Kurds and allied Sunni tribal mi-
litiamen have been struggling to
dislodge the Islamic State mili-
tants and its Sunni allies with
little apparent success.

The Mosul Dam — or Saddam
Dam as it was once known — is
north of Irag’s second-largest
city, Mosul, which fell to the mili-
tants on June 10. Fighting inten-
sified in the region Sunday after

the nearby towns of Zumar and
Sinjar fell to the militants. It’s not
the only dam they are targeting.

Iraq’s second-largest dam,
the Haditha Dam in the western
Anbar province, has also been at
risk of takeover but remains in
the hands of the Iraqi military.

The Kurdish fighters, known as
the peshmerga, had initially man-
aged to stall the militant advanc-
es, but their defense has waned in
recent weeks.

The seizing of dams and reser-
voirs gives the militants control
over water and electricity that
they could use to help build sup-
portin the territory they now rule
by providing the scarce resources
to residents. Or they could sell the
resources as a lucrative source of
revenue.

There are also fears the mili-
tants could release the waters of
the dam and devastate the coun-
try all the way down to the capital
Baghdad, though maintaining the
dam’s power and water supplies
will be key to their attempts to
build a state.

Late Wednesday, militants
overran a cluster of predominant-
ly Christian villages alongside
the country’s semi-autonomous
Kurdish region, sending tens of
thousands of civilians and Kurd-
ish fighters fleeing from the area,
several priests in northern Iraq
said Thursday.

The capture of Qaragoush,
Iraq’s biggest Christian village,
and at least four other nearby
hamlets, brings the Islamic State
to the very edge of the Iraqi Kurd-
ish territory and its regional capi-
tal, Irbil.

On Monday, Prime Minister
Nouri al-Maliki ordered the Iraqi
air force to provide aerial support
to the Kurds, in a rare show of co-
operation between Baghdad and
the Kurdish regional government
that underscored the serious na-
ture of this crisis.

via AP video

Iraqi people from the Yazidi community arrive in Irbil in northern Iraq on Sunday after Islamic militants
attacked the towns of Sinjar and Zunmar.

Airstrikes: ‘Humanitarian catastrophe’ cited

FROM FRONT PAGE

“The situation is nearing a hu-
manitarian catastrophe,” White
House spokesman Josh Earnest
said. “We are gravely concerned
for their health and safety.”

Earnest singled out the plight
of the Yazidis. Thousands fled
their homes after the Islamic
State group issued an ultimatum
to convert to Islam, pay a reli-
gious fine, flee their homes or
face death. Many of the Yazidis
now are trapped on a mountain
without food of water.

Obama used the threat of an
imminent humanitarian crisis as
a rationale for limited U.S. mili-
tary action in Libya in 2010, as
forces loyal to Moammar Gadhafi

threatened a massacre in Beng-
hazi. The U.S. and NATO partners
It hed a bombing i
over Libya, with Obama moving
forward without congressional
approval.

If Obama were to approve
humanitarian assistance to the
Yazidis and others, it could be
delivered via airdrops by the U.S.
military. Airstrikes could be used
to provide cover allowing the air-
drops to be made safely.

The military could also advise
and assist the Iraqi air force on
where and how to deliver human-
itarian relief supplies.

The people familiar with the
administration’s thinking insisted
on anonymity because they were
not authorized to discuss the mat-

ter by name.

Even as the White House
weighed potential military op-
tions, Earnest said Obama would
stand by his pledge to not put U.S.
combat troops back on the ground
in Iraq.

“There are no American mili-
tary solutions to the problems in
Iraq,” he said.

Obama did dispatch hundreds
of military personnel to Iraq ear-
lier this year to provide additional
security for the U.S. Embassy and
to help train Iraqi security forces
as they seek to push back the Is-
lamic extremists. At the time,
Obama ruled out airstrikes and
other direct military interven-
tion until Iraqi leaders addressed
their troubled political system.

Liberia, Sierra Leone

By JoNATHAN PAYE-LAYLEH
The Associated Press

MONROVIA, Liberia — Sol-
diers clamped down on people
trying to travel to Liberia’s capi-
tal Thursday from rural areas
hard-hit by the Ebola virus hours
after the president declared a na-
tional state of emergency.

Reports have emerged of fami-
lies hiding sick relatives at home
and of abandoned bodies being
left in the streets.

Similar efforts were underway
in eastern areas of neighboring
Sierra Leone after officials there
launched “Operation Octopus”
to try and keep those sick with
Ebola in isolation. While the
outbreak has now reached four
countries, Liberia and Sierra
Leone account for more than 60
percent of the deaths, according
to the World Health Organiza-

tion. The outbreak that emerged
in March has claimed at least 932
lives.

In announcing the 90-day state
of emergency, Liberian President
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf said the
worst recorded Ebola outbreak in
history requires “extraordinary
measures for the very survival of
our state and for the protection of
the lives of our people.”

“Ignorance, poverty, as well as
entrenched religious and cultural
practices continue to exacerbate
the spread of the disease espe-
cially in the counties,” Sirleaf
said late Wednesday.

She warned that some civil
liberties could be suspended as
needed, and by Thursday soldiers
already were restricting move-
ments on the roads to the capital,
Monrovia, witnesses said. Some
soldiers were deployed to the

race to enforce Ebola quarantine

crossroads town of Klay about
25 miles west of Monrovia in an
effort to stop people from three
Ebola-infected counties ~from
coming closer to the capital.

Yet even as authorities tried to
keep more people from reaching
Monrovia, the capital already has
been hard hit by the virus.

National Health Workers Asso-
ciation president Joseph Tamba
said the state of emergency is
necessary. But he says people
should have been given advance
notice to buy food ahead of the
movement restrictions.

Previous outbreaks of the Ebola
virus were limited to parts of
Congo and Uganda, far from the
capital cities in those countries.

The World Health Organiza-
tion is holding talks this week on
whether to declare an interna-
tional health emergency.

MicHaeL Durr/AP

A woman washes her hands before she is allowed to enter a building

Wednesday as part of an Ebola pi
Sierra Leone.
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BAGHDAD’S

By ABIGAIL
HAUSLOHNER
The Washington Post

BAGHDAD — To get to Dante’s
lair, you have to walk down an alley,
up the stairs and along a corridor of

a dilapidated shopping center in Bagh-

dad’s central Karrada district.

Inside a dimly lit room there on a re-
cent, sweltering night, I found a group of
tough-looking young men and teenagers
gathered around a comrade who was strug-
gling to remain stoic despite the pain.

Dante, 24, our protagonist, was hard at
work, drilling a tattoo of the Shiite saint
Ali into the young man’s arm.

Photographer Max Becherer and I had
come to meet Dante —with the help of our
young driver, Osama — to see a differ-
ent side of Iraq than its grinding political
violence.

Of course, almost no place in
Iraq is immune from the horren-
dous suffering that has plagued
the nation for decades — first
under the brutal rule of Saddam
Hussein, then with the violence
that exploded after the U.S. inva-
sion in 2003.

But Dante’s shadowy tattoo
parlor contained an unusual mix
of men and teens, Sunnis and
Shiites, militants and civilians,
who were brought together by
their unusual hobbies: grunge,

~ TATTOO PARLORS

tattoos reflected a mix of Western pop cli-
ché and the religious and political symbols
of Iraq.

Barek Basil, 21, an Iraqi Kurd, had de-
voted a full arm to his passion for music:
tattoos of a microphone, a skull wearing
headphones, musical notes and a guitar.

Beside him, another man had a tattoo of
a Shiite saint, Hussein, who was killed in
the 7th century by a rival Muslim army,
in a battle that became a defining moment
for the Sunni-Shiite divide. The words
“Revenge for Hussein” arched above the
picture on his shoulder.

Then there was Omar, Basil’s 18-year-
old friend, who had his explicitly Sunni
name tattooed across his knuckles and on
his upper arm.

Omar was an adolescent during the years
that death squads executed civilians simply
for having names like Omar or keeping pic-

rap music and ink — lots of it.

Mohamed al-Ngjab — Dante’s
real name — opened his first
Baghdad tattoo parlor in 2008.

For two years, Dante had
worked as a translator for U.S. troops based
at Baghdad airport. They nicknamed him
Dante, for the main character in a dark
animated film, “Dante’s Inferno.” And the
name stuck.

An American soldier who had a tattoo
parlor in Los Angeles taught Dante the
craft of inking figures on people’s bodies.
Before that, he was just a kid who liked to
draw.

Dante said he left the military job after a
firefight that left his back and arm riddled
with bullet wounds.

Dante’s space plunges into total darkness
when the power cuts out every 30 minutes.
It was crowded with young people whose

Muhammad al Najab, a tattoo artist known as Dante,
applies a tattoo on the finger of Mustafa al Jobory in
his Baghdad tattoo shop.

tures of Shiite saints on their cellphones.

In the shadowy gloom of the shop, the
symbols of Iraq’s sectarian divide were
out in the open for all to see.

And yet, in a country where religious
affiliation was linked to so many deaths,
they kept their political views — or ani-
mosities — quiet that night.

The scene underscored a fact that Iraqis
feel the foreign press often misses: that
Iraq is still a religiously and ethnically di-
verse country, full of mixed families and
neighborhoods. Despite years of conflict,
plenty of Iragis still feel united by fam-
ily, nationhood or simply a shared interest
such as tattoos.

Barek Basil, 21, reveals a tattoo
on his calf. Basil, a rapper and
Iraqi Kurd, has devoted his arm to
music-inspired tattoos.

PHotos BY Max BECHERER

The Washington Post
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One rainy wish

By D1ana Marcum
Los Angeles Times

TERRA BELLA, Calif. — At first they called
Fred Lujan a gentleman farmer.

The retired barber washed his tractor every
night and parked it in the garage, a source of
gentle amusement to the veteran growers around
him. He called his pistachio trees his babies, his
glrls and gave them names.

‘Come on, Suzanne,” he’d say to his wife in the
evenings. “Let’s have a glass of wine and sit out-
side and watch our girls grow.”

Back when he was still learning to take cor-
ners while tilling, he sliced one of the saplings.
The other farmers told him to pull it out, the tree
wouldn’t make it. But he wrapped the trunk in
mud and water and tape the way his grandfather,
born on an Indian reservation, had taught him.

He named the tree Survivor.

Eight years later, Survivor and the other trees
were ready to give their first mature crop. In Feb-
ruary, the 10-acre orchard was sprouting spring
leaves.

Then a man from the irrigation district came
and sealed off Lujan’s water meter. A green tag
read “No Irrigation Water Is Available This Year.”
There was a $10,000 fine for breaking the seal.

For the first time in the more than half a cen-
tury that the federal government had been divert-
ing Sierra Nevada water to farmers, there would
be no deliveries to most Central Valley irrigation
districts. In the third year of drought, there wasn’t
enough water to go around.

It was a blow to the entire region, but a possible
death knell to Terra Bella, whose pistachio and
citrus groves are watered only by rain and the
government’s canals.

California drought
imperils a dream

“How am I supposed to just sit here and
watch everything turn brown and die?” asked
Lujan, 68.

(<1

The Lujans put a bucket in the shower to catch
the water while it warmed up and used that to
water the three fruit trees — peach, nectarine
and plum — at the side of the house. They bought
bottled water to drink and used tap water to keep
their small garden alive.

Two weeks after irrigation water was cut, do-
mestic water was rationed. Most of the 6,000 peo-
ple who live in Terra Bella and whose children
attend school here are immigrant farmworkers.
They would have drinking water — about half the
amount they usually got — but little work.

“There’s so many worse off than us,” Suzanne
said. “But we tried so hard to do everything right,
to plan ahead.”

They had saved for retirement. But as they
watched Fred’s mother grow older and face ill
health, they decided their nest egg wouldn’t be
enough. They downsized to the small house in
Terra Bella and invested in pistachios. Lujan had
several cancer operations, and this year he had
heart surgery. Their retirement savings dwin-
dled, but the orchard was their safety net.

©3
Survivor died in June.
Not having water during the first heat spell was

too much stress for the injured tree. Lujan took it
hard. It seemed like a harbinger.

He planned to look for a job the next week, be-
ginning on Tuesday — barbershops are closed on
Mondays.

“You can never quit,” he said. “I’ll beg, borrow
or steal to keep my trees alive.”

Driving to town, he noticed Setton Farms,
which had a pistachio-processing plant in Terra
Bella, had planted new trees — about all the way
to Bakersfield, it seemed to Lujan.

Back when Lujan still had his barber shop, one
of his clients was a lifelong farmer, Mike Smith.
He had always liked Smith because he had a big
laugh and a hard handshake.

Three years ago, Smith started a job as liaison
between growers and Setton Farms. Lujan decid-
ed to talk to him.

“He’s an up-and-up guy. I figured if he can help,
he will, and if not, he’ll tell me.”

Smith delivered Lujan’s plea, and Setton Farms
agreed to advance the Lujans 10 acre-feet of the
emergency water the company had bought, and
let them pay for it after harvest.

“Iwas ecstatic to be able to help Fred. He’s real.
Just a very genuine person, and you may have no-
ticed he’s never met a stranger,” Smith said. “But
in my heart of hearts, I know this is only a Band-
Aid. What happens next year? What if it doesn’t
rain? The small guys can’t hang on.”

Back at the Lujans’, Fred was happy again.

He was back in the orchard, shouting at Evan
the dog to stop being naughty and chasing the
school bus.

“Mikey, my oldest grandson, just came back
from Afghanistan. My trees, my babies, are alive,”
he said. “Now, I'm just waiting for it to rain.”

He was sure it would.

Fred Lujan, 68, d i of

robbed his crops of water, Ieawnghlsluh‘remdoubt.

farmer in Terra Bella, Calif. But drought conditions have

MicuaeL RoginsoN CHavez, Los AnceLes Times/MCT
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the cold

Poll: Whieh is your favorite religious group
Most Americans answer: My own.

By MICHELLE BOORSTEIN
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON
re you sitting down? New research shows
that when people are asked to rate their
own faith group compared with others,
they rate it more positively.

A survey by the Pew Research Center asked
respondents to identify their feelings about vari-
ous faith groups on a “cool” to “hot,” 1 to 100 feel-
ings thermometer. A S0 was described as neutral,
not having “particularly” positive or negative
feelings.

Every group, from atheists to Catholics and black
Protestants to white evangelicals, felt
most warmly about people like them.

For example, Catholics get an

80 thermometer reading from
other Catholics, compared
with a 58 among non-Cath-
olics, and evangelicals

get a 79 from people

who call themselves
born-again or evangeli-

cal, compared with a 52

from nonevangelicals.

Rating one another
sounds like a harsh
high school popular-
ity game, but the survey
does show the clear cor-
relation between knowing
someone of another faith
and feeling more positively
about them. For example, Jews
get a 69 reading from people
who know Jews, compared with a 55
from people who say they don’t know any-
one Jewish. Atheists receive a neutral score of 50
among people who know an atheist, compared with
a cold 29 by people who say they don’t know any
atheists. People who know a Muslim give a neutral
number (49) compared with a cooler one (35) from
people who know none.

Scott Thumma, a sociology professor at the
nondenominational Hartford Seminary, said
such research is important to track social change.
Hartford, which focuses on interfaith education,
has run a research project called Faith Commu-
nities Today, which in 2000 found that only 7 per-
cent of U.S. congregations reported worshipping
with congregations from another faith. By 2010,
that percentage had doubled. The percentage of
congregations doing interfaith community ser-
vice jumped from 8 percent to 20 percent in that
period.

“There’s great value in asking because you
know if there is tension, or conversation in the
nation, then obviously cultural change is happen-

‘Religlon
is ... one of the
things that drives
some of the very serious
cultural disagreements we Pew
see in American society.
It’s important to know how
religious groups see one
another, relate to one
another.”

Greg Smith
Pew Research Center

ing,” Thumma said. “Even if it still shows the na-
tion has a long way to go.”

Thumma said deeper research shows that
Americans speak and think differently about other
faith groups when asked in the abstract than they
do when they are asked about specific interactions
with people they know.

The Pew survey shows that many factors are
associated with varying views about faith groups,
including someone’s age, level of education and po-
litical affiliation.

Older Americans give higher ratings than
younger Americans to Christians and Jews, while
younger Americans give higher ratings than older
ones to other non-Christian groups. For example,

the rating given evangelicals climbs from
5810 67 percent between Americans
18 to 29 compared with those
older than 65. A similar pat-
tern is there with Jews and
Catholics. Younger people
give Buddhists a S8, but
the number drops to 47
by the oldest group.

researchers
said the differences
could have to do with
the disparity in stated
religious affiliation be-
tween the young and
old: 85 percent of people
65 and older describe
themselves as Christian,
compared with 59 percent

of younger Americans.
Party affiliation is also con-
nected with feelings on faith
groups. Republicans give the highest
positive feelings toward evangelicals (a 71
reading), although the data show that is affected by
the large percentage of evangelical Republicans.
Among nonevangelical Republicans, the figure
drops to 62 percent. Democrats give the highest
readings to Jews (average rating of 62), Catholics

(61) and Buddhists (57).

Greg Smith, of Pew, said the organization has
done multiple polls trying to get at the intersec-
tion between feelings about religion and about
other things, such as how much people perceive
themselves as having theological beliefs in com-
mon with others and people’s ideas on religion and
violence.

“In a society like the United States, where re-
ligion is such an important part of life, of how
people view the world, how people approach poli-
tics — it’s one of the things that drives some of
the very serious cultural disagreements we see in
American society,” Smith said. “It’s important to
know how religious groups see one another, relate
to one another.”

100,
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WARMER
MORE
POSITIVE

-

¥
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63. Jews
Catholics
° Evangelical
Christians

@ | 53" Buddhists

50° Hindus
48° Mormons

41° Atheists
40° Muslims

COLDER
MORE
NEGATIVE

Respondents in a Pew Research Center
Poll:

“We'd like to get your feelings toward a number
of groups on a ‘feeling thermometer.” A rating of
0 degrees means you feel as cold and negative
as possible. A rating of 100 means you feel as
warm and positive as possible. You would rate
the group at 50 degrees if you don't feel
particularly positive or negative toward a group.

Results above show total mean ratings of each
religious group.

SOURCE: American Trends Panel
(wave 4). Survey conducted
May 30, 2014 - June 30, 2014

THE PEW INSTITUTE



Friday, August 8, 2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

SEIRRE R R] Pace 15

WORLD

Apiciart WEERAWONG/AP

Pattaramon Chanbua, 21 tnp, sits Sunday with her children Game, 7, left, and infant son Gammy at a
Thailand.

hospital in Ch

Thai case casts spotlight
on business of surrogacy

BY GraNT PECK
AND KRISTEN GELINEAU
The Associated Press

BANGKOK — For thousands
of well-off childless couples, the
dream of having a baby is often
realized in places like Thailand
and India. Ready to help them are
young women who become paid
surrogates, their wombs offered
up as vessels that can safely carry
the babies until they are born.

Most of the time, it’s a bargain
that suits both parties — unless
something goes wrong.

The case of an Australian
couple accused of abandoning
their baby with his Thai surro-
gate mother after discovering the
child had Down syndrome — and
taking home his healthy twin —
has cast unfavorable light on the
largely unregulated business of
commercial surrogacy.

The suggestion that the Austra-
lian biological parents wanted to
raise only the healthy child and
left behind her blond, brown-eyed
brother, who also has a congenital
heart condition, sparked outrage
worldwide.

“There is a dark side to this

business,” acknowledged a Thai
employee of the agency that ar-
ranged the deal involving the
baby. Surrogate Pattaramon
Chanbua, 21, a food vendor with
two young children of her own,
said she has not been paid the full
$9,300 fee she was promised.

“(But) most of the time, I have
seen happiness,” said the woman,
who asked not to be identified be-
cause it might jeopardize her job.

Couples seek surrogacy away
from home mainly for legal and
financial reasons. Some nations
tightly restrict surrogacy, or ban
it outright. Others have no surro-
gacy laws, though national medi-
cal boards often deal with it in
their codes of ethics.

Laws vary widely, and there is
no guarantee that a contract — or
the child resulting from the ar-

— will be r

in another country. In the U.S.,

some states forbid commercial
transactions and stipulate that
any contract for a surrogate birth
is unenforceable. Other states,
including California and Illinois,
are receptive to commercial sur-
rogacy and have regulations to

Furor erupts in
wake of seminar by
Concordia captain

By CoLLEEN BARRY
AND NicoLE WINFIELD
The Associated Press

ROME — A Rome university
professor is facing a disciplinary
hearing after inviting the captain
of the shipwrecked Costa Concor-
dia cruise liner to lecture students
on emergency procedures.

The dean of Rome’s Sapienza
University, Luigi Frati, voiced
anger Wednesday at the profes-
sor’s decision to invite Capt. Fran-
cesco Schettino to give a seminar,
calling it an “inappropriate and
unworthy choice.” Frati said he
was turning the matter over to an
ethics committee.

The university dismissed the
“pathetic excuses” offered by the
professor, Vincenzo Mastronardi,
when confronted by the dean.

Schettino is being tried for man-
slaughter, causing the shipwreck
and abandoning ship over the Jan-
uary 2012 capsizing of the Con-
cordia, in which 32 people died.

Italy’s education minister
called the news “disconcerting,”
while the prosecutor in Tuscany
who is arguing for Schettino’s
guilt expressed indignation also
at reports that Schettino had been
awarded a diploma.

The Florence daily La Nazione
reported that Schettino gave a
nearly two-hour lecture to crimi-
nal science master’s candidates
last month, including reference to
panic management. Passengers
have described a chaotic evacua-
tion of the Concordia.

Schettino, through his lawyer,
defended the seminar, saying it
was “a technical intervention on
the basis of my knowledge and
professionalism acquired over
many years of service.”

His lawyer, Cataldo Calabretta,
criticized “an unacceptable at-
tempt to discredit Schettino, who
has been subjected for a long
time already to unmerited media
attacks.”

The Concordia was towed from
its Tuscan graveyard last month
to Genoa’s port, where it will
be turned into scrap. During a
search of the ship Wednesday,
authorities found some bone frag-
ments that they said could belong
to the one person still unaccount-
ed for from the tragedy: Indian
waiter Russel Rebello. They said
the bones could also belong to an
Italian passenger whose partial,
mutilated remains were found
some months ago.

help enforce agr

In Thailand, wealthy couples
from Hong Kong, Taiwan and
Australia — where commercial
surrogacy is banned — are major
customers, said Nandana Indan-
anda, a Bangkok-based lawyer
who headed a project to draft a
Thai surrogacy law that was sub-
mitted Thursday to the country’s
military junta for consideration.

Contributing to Thailand’s
popularity is the large number
of impoverished women who will
carry babies for a price, and the
availability of doctors with good
reproductive medical skills, Nan-
dana said.

India has also emerged as a
major center for low-cost sur-
rogacy thanks to its skilled doc-
tors, medical infrastructure and
vast population of poor women
willing to act as surrogates. A
full-term surrogate pregnancy
normally costs between $18,000
and $30,000 in India, doctors say,
with about $5,000 to $7,000 going
to the surrogate.

Rights activists say the absence
of regulations has led to wide-
spread exploitation.

Celebrities appeal to
Scotland to stay in UK

LONDON Mick Jagger,
Dame Judi Dench and Stephen
Hawking are among dozens of
celebrities and public figures in
Britain who have signed a peti-
tion appealing to Scottish vot-
ers to vote to stay in the United
Kingdom in a referendum in
September.

The public is now being invit-
ed to sign the open letter, whose

other signatories include Helena
Bonham Carter, David Attenbor-
ough and Simon Cowell.

The letter tells Scottish voters
taking part in the Sept. 18 ref-
erendum that the undersigned
“want to let you know how very
much we value our bonds of citi-
zenship with you, and to express
our hope that you will vote to
renew them.”

“What unites us is much great-
er than what divides us,” the let-
ter said. “Let’s stay together.”

From The Associated Press
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ALL ABOARD CALIFORNIA'S ZOMBIE TRAIN:

UNDEAD AHEAD

By AncELa HILL
The Oakland Tribune

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Ini-
tial symptoms of the zombie infes-
tation were subtle, barely evident
as we boarded our dangerously
exposed, open-air coach with
roughly 50 other normal, uncon-
taminated humans, their heads
surely screwed on straight. Big,
juicy, brain-filled heads.

In hindsight, the fact that this
conveyance was dubbed the
“Zombie Train” — operated by
the folks who run the Sacramen-
to River Train and a Wild West
shootout ride along the same route
— should have been a dead give-
away. Yet on this bright, sunny, 97-
degree Sacramento Sunday, the
only reanimated corpse in sight
was a small, seemingly gentle, de-
caying soul named Bud, secured
to a white-coated research scien-
tist via sturdy chain-link leash.

Aww, who’s the cutest widdle
zombie in the post-apocalyptic
world? That’s right, you are! Yes,
you are!

We checked in at an obscure
boarding site next to a water-treat-
ment plant — I in my befitting
“Plants Vs. Zombies” T-shirt and
my spouse sporting an equally apt
“I don’t play well with others” tee.
Our onboard host, the hardscrab-
ble Sarge (actually Tom Presler, of
Lodi, Calif.), inspired confidence
with his camo ensemble and mir-
rored aviators, frequently shout-
ing, “Look alive, people!” which
was, of course, our collective aim.

The train lurched forward on
the two-hour ride, passing
innocuous fields of veg-
etation and fruit trees,
as the Talking Heads’
“Road to Nowhere”
played over the in-
tercom. Then
themusicwas
abruptly
inter-

Su M Tu W Th F Sa

rupted by crackling static and an
emergency broadcast — some-
thing about an outbreak “that af-
fects the brain and regenerates
dead tissue,” and a caveat to “try
to remain calm.”

Soon, we spotted a handful of
already-dead heads rising from
graves along the railroad bed.
Others stumbled from neighbor-
ing barns at the sluggish speed
of fright, chewing on scenery and
nibbling sweet, sweet human flesh.
Fortunately, we passengers were
given license to kill, armed with
hefty laser-tag guns that resem-
bled grenade launchers, but which
merely exuded a beam of light and
a hollow, fake-gunshot sound of
“pow, puh-pow-pow” — not unlike
the rifles at the shooting gallery in
Disney’s Frontierland.

The train whistle blared, and ev-
eryone blasted away. Some — like
the young woman poised at the
window across from us — fired
willy-nilly at anything in passing
backyards. Pow.

“You just shot a goat,” my spouse
pointed out to her.

“It might have been a zombie
goat,” she said defensively with
another “pow,” shooting herself in
the foot. “I'm not very good with

Yes, for all this drool and drama,
it was just for good, fake-bloody
fun. No zombies were injured,
and no actual human brains were
sucked. And while one might have
thought the zombie craze would
have run — or perhaps shuffled
— its course by now, it’s clear the

doggone undead just won’t die.
In fact, they seem to be more
virulent than ever, from TV
shows and video games to

Zombie Run marathons.

And now this. The Zom-

bie Train kicked off last
Halloween season with quick
sellouts on each ride, despite
mixed reviews from some
who lusted for more
zombie targets. This

Even zombies

need to take a

break as Matt
Givens eats a
hand sandwich

September

12/3/1456

262728293031

year, the attraction runs most
weekends through summer and
into October.

“We’ve been doing a Wild West
shoot-em-up for a long time, so
we thought it would be fun for
passengers to interact and shoot
back at the bad guys. And who’s
badder than zombies?” asked a
gruesomely gleeful Chris Hart,
president of the rail group that
also operates the Mendocino
Railway, Sierra Railroad Dinner
Train and the Skunk Train.

So they contracted with actors
from the Sacramento branch of the
international Zombie Club (who
knew?), who ravenously helped de-
velop brain-thirsty characters and
a variety of plots.

Our afternoon ride drew every-
one from kids to grandparents,
locals and travelers. Elizabeth
and Lorenzo Arreola, of San Jose,
a couple in their m1d 20s, chose
zombie slaughter as a dellghtful
way to celebrate their sixth wed-
ding anniversary. “We love hor-

Above: Ben Daniels, 16, and his
father Sterling Daniels take aim
at zombies during the Zombie
Train ride in Sacramento, Calif.

Right: Zombie actress Crystal
io feasts on a human.

PHotos By Jose CarLos Fajarpo,
Bar Area News Grour/MCT

ror movies,” Elizabeth said.

Bernie and June Fineman, of
East Liverpool, Ohio, brought
some of their grandkids who live
in Orinda, Calif. “Every grand-
child should learn to shoot zombies
before the age of 12,” Bernie said,
setting a good example by eagerly
picking off a few zombies lurking
under a freeway overpass.

Suddenly, cute widdle zombie
Bud broke loose from his keeper,
not looking so cute and widdle
anymore, drooling blood and en-
gaging in fisticuffs with the Sarge.
Our hard-bitten host took a solid
bite in the arm. My husband re-
flexively fired a proactive laser
shot, but it had no effect, and the
inevitable ensued, which I'll leave
to your imagination.

Let’s just say, once bitten,
twice as hungry for brains. Try
to remain calm.

October
Su M Tu W Th F Sa
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App uses facial recognition to find lost

By Sue MANNING
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Any wor-
ried pet owner who has spent
days hanging posters, making
phone calls and knocking on
neighbors’ doors hopes there’s
a more scientific way to find a
lost dog.

That became a reality when
facial recognition technology
successfully reunited a pet at
San Diego County Animal Ser-
vices with its owners. Joanne
Cox’s family in San Diego
turned to FindingRover.com,
a website and app that uses
technology built by university
researchers, to reconnect with
their dog Roxy, a Shiba inu.

The website keeps a database
of photos from the three county
shelters and tries to match eight
distinctive facial markers on
dogs with images uploaded by
users searching for lost pets.
Eyes and noses are important
areas that differentiate pooch-
es, including eye size and their
position near the snout.

FindingRover.com founder
John Polimeno wants to expand
the photo database to improve
the odds of more happy end-
ings, with shelters elsewhere
set to sign on. He’s also showing
it to rescues, veterinarians and
dog groups and is visiting other

While people’s faces are relatively
uniform, with eyes, noses and mouths
in the same general location, dogs’ eyes
and snouts are in different places.

countries.

The website is unique in using
facial recognition but stands
among many online tools people
increasingly used to find lost
pets. There are alarm systems,
social media alerts and apps
that post rewards or call people
in neighborhoods.

Plus, the American Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals, the largest and
oldest humane society in the
U.S., has its own mobile app
for recovering missing pets. It
offers tips on the best ways to
search and allows users to cre-
ate a digital flier to share on so-
cial media.

“Through research, the
ASPCA has found that the best
method for pet owners to find
their lost pet is to get out the
door, search their neighbor-
hood, post fliers, check their
local shelters and make sure
that their pets have ID tags with
updated information,” said Dr.
Emily Weiss, vice president of

ASPCA shelter research and
development.

Facial recognition worked
for the Cox family after Roxy
bolted during a thunderstorm
in late July. Five days after the
dog disappeared, the family’s
10-year-old daughter created a
free Finding Rover account and
the technology matched her up-
loaded photo to one taken at the
shelter.

“Within four hours of her
arrival to the shelter, we were
there to pick her up,” Joanna
Cox said in an email.

Every dog entering San Diego
County’s three shelters is added
to the photo database. Daniel
deSousa, the system’s deputy
director, said the program can
work two ways:

mSomeone finds a dog, takes
its picture and sends it to the
database, where a match gener-
ates a notice to the owner. The
owner then can call the good Sa-
maritan and arrange a pickup.

®mDogs coming in to the

dogs

shelters have their photos run
against the database. If there’s
a match, the owner gets a call.

The technology powering
Finding Rover was built by
Steven Callahan and John
Schreiner, of the University
of Utah’s software develop-
ment center.

They found the eight
markers on dogs are far
fewer than the 128 points
on the human facial rec-
ognition program.

“People are sort of
uniform, the shape
of their faces, skin
tones, all their eyes,
noses and mouths
are in the same
general location,”
Callahan said.
But dogs’ eyes
and snouts are in
different places.

It's  difficult
to measure ac-
curacy, Calla-
han said, but
if there are
100 dogs in
a database,

a top-three
match
would be
hit 98
percent

of the
time.

By SADIE GURMAN
The Associated Press

DENVER — A popular Denver
gay bar discriminated against a man
when a bouncer denied him entry last
year because he was dressed in drag,
Colorado regulators said in a decision
that could become more common as
anti-discrimination laws increasing-
ly include gender identity.

The civil rights division of the

state’s Department of Regulatory
Agencies last month ordered the Den-
ver Wrangler to resolve the dispute
with Vito Marzano, 27, a gay man who
was wearing a dress, makeup and a
wig when he went to the bar on Aug.
31,2013.

A bouncer said he turned Marzano
away because his appearance didn’t
match his driver’s license, and he was
following a policy designed to thwart
underage drinkers from entering the

club.

But regulators determined the bar
illegally discriminates against effem-
inate men because its dress code bars
high heels, wigs, “appearance-alter-
ing makeup” and strong perfume,
according to the ruling issued last
month and obtained Monday.

“In other words, a female with a
masculine gender presentation would
be permitted to enter, whereas, a
male presenting as a female would

be denied entry,” the determination
stated. It said the Wrangler wrongly
favors bisexual and gay men who em-
brace a hypermasculine image and
shun interaction gay men who “ex-
hibit effeminacy.”

A bar employee who answered the
phone wouldn’t comment. General
Manager Phil Newland told regula-
tors that the dress code was imple-
mented for safety reasons and he
finds strong perfume offensive.
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Them’s
fighting
words!

Japan’s naming of
islands latest volley
in world’s battles
over place names

By KEN MORITSUGU
The Associated Press

TOKYO — Is it the Persian
Gulf or the Arabian Gulf? Mount
McKinley or Denali? Mumbai ur
Bombay?

Some geographic names dow’t
just tell us where we live or where
we're going. They’re also a po-
litical statement, or in the eyes of
some, a politically incorrect one.
They may not spark a war of the
worlds, but they can cause a war
of words.

China struck back last week
after Japan slapped monikers on
158 previously unnamed islands
off its shores. Five of them are
part of a cluster that both nations
claim and is itself the subject of a
name dispute: Is it the Senkaku or
the Diaoyu islands?

“No unilateral action undertak-
en by Japan can change the fact
that Diaoyu and its surrounding
islands belong to China,” Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesman Qin
Gang said, using his country’s
name for the remote tropical is-
lands in the East China Sea.

One of the most cited examples,
probably because of the vitriol
that ensued, is a 1970s feud over
Cyprus that played out in a Unit-
ed Nations forum. It started after
Turkey occupied the northern
part of the Mediterranean island,

L 2

2
2

A Turkish army

in
ule 'l'urhsh sedloﬂ of Nicosia, Tf',m, {97111.—‘

and replaced Greek names
for villages with Turkish ones.

Inaletter to the U.N. conference
on geographic names, Cyprus ac-
cused Turkey of committing “all
kinds of unprecedented atrocities”
against the Greek population, ac-
cording to retired Israeli car-
tographer Naftali Kadman, who
reviewed the official documents.

“They demonstrate that geo-
graphical names can constitute
explosive items or, in popular
terms, hot potatoes,” he wrote in a
2004 article for The Cartographic
Journal in Britain.

The study of geographic names
is known as toponymy, and those
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who specializeinit sayit’s
more than an academic pursuit.

Saigon became Ho Chi Minh
City in 1976 after the North de-
feated the South and its American
allies in the Vietnam War.

Since 1984, it’s been Burkina
Faso, not Upper Volta, or Haute-
Volta, as its former French rulers
dubbed the West African state.

In India, part of Britain’s former
empire, Bombay became Mumbai
in 1995, and the southern city of
Madras was renamed Chennai the
following year. Politicians some-
times make these changes to stir
national or ethnic pride, and some

3!!?},,
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.. A Protesters shouts

Japan zlge'; out of Diaoyy
slands (Senkalg

islands)” in April 2012,

in Mumbai still feel uncomfortable
with the name change, which was
carried out by a nativist party that
rose to power after stoking deadly
anti-Muslim riots in the city, said
Naresh Fernandes, the author of
“City Adrift: A Short Biography of
Bombay.”

“Given the bloody circumstanc-
esinwhich the name was changed,
the word Mumbai now smells to
me of gloating triumphalism, and
I always call the city Bombay,”
said Fernandes, who covered the
name change as a reporter for The

Associated Press in 1995.

East Asian waters are

dotted withislandsclaimed

by more than one country,
putting even the names of
the seas in dispute.

South Korea gained a
victory this year when the
U.S. state of Virginia, pres-
sured by Korean Ameri-
cans, agreed that new
school  textbooks should
note that the Sea of Japan
is also known as the East
Sea, the name it prefers for
the waters between the two
countries.

The Philippines, locked
in disputes with China over
several islands and reefs,
proclaimed in 2012 that
part of the South China Sea
would henceforth be called

the West Philippine Sea.

For Japan, it was the act

of naming the 158 islands

last week that mattered,
not the actual names. Now
most of the 500 islands
used to define the extent of

Japan’s territorial waters

have been named.

“It's a rather unique
mega-naming gambit to
lay claim to uninhabited
islands, reflecting Tokyo’s
concern that Beijing might
name and claim for itself,”
said Jeff Kingston, a profes-
sor of contemporary Japan

at  Temple University’s
campus.

Name changes can cause
diplomatic angst. The then-

military governmentchanged

Burma to Myanmar in 1989,
but the U.S. still refers to it in
official documents as Burma,
a name preferred by some in
the Southeast Asian country’s
opposition. On a visit in late
2012, President Barack Obama
used “Myanmar” when talking
to the president, but “Burma” in
a meeting with opposition leader
Aung San Suu Kyi.

“We've said we recognize that
different people call this country
by different names,” U.S. Deputy
National Security Adviser Ben
Rhodes told reporters afterward.
“Our view is that is something we
can continue to discuss.”

As elsewhere in the world, the
debate goes on.




Friday, August 8, 2014 *STARS AND STRIPES® o F Pace 19
AMERICAN ROUNDUP
Drone crashes into hot THE CENSUS

spring at Yellowstone
WY JACKSON — A tourist
flew a drone into a Yel-

lowstone National Park hot spring
despite a park ban on drones.

Park spokesman Al Nash told
the Jackson Hole News & Guide
the operator reported that the
drone crashed into the pictur-
esque Grand Prismatic Spring
last weekend.

The drone is submerged in the
spring’s 160-degree waters. Offi-
cials hope to remove it.

Woman collapses at
music festival, dies
c ANAHEIM — Coro-
ner’s officials said a 19-
year-old woman who died after
suffering seizures at a Southern
California electronic music festival
had tested positive at a hospital for
methamphetamine and Ecstasy.
The Orange County Register
reported Tuesday that Emily
Tran, of Anaheim, collapsed Sun-
day while attending the Hard
Summer Music Festival at Whit-
tier Narrows Recreation Area.
Coroner’s Lt. Fred Corral said
initial evidence points to a pos-
sible overdose as the cause of
death. An autopsy is planned.

Police: Mother-son
firefighters are struck

GLENDALE—A moth-

er and her son, both
firefighters, were in the “mop-
up” phase of putting out a vehicle
fire along a busy interstate when
a semitrailer slammed into their
firetruck early Wednesday, kill-
ing the son and injuring his moth-
er, police said.

Jonathan French, 25, was killed
and his mother, Lisa French, was
taken to a hospital where she was
in serious condition, Kentucky
State Police Trooper Jeff Grego-
ry said.

Firefighting ran in the French
family. Jonathan French had vol-
unteered for the Glendale Fire
Department for about five years.
Lisa French had been there for
about seven years. Her brother is
the agency’s fire chief.

Veterinarian saves
kitten on heroin
EXTON — A Pennsylva-

P nia veterinarian used an
overdose reversal drug to save a
kitten that had been given heroin.

Police said Tuesday they arrest-
ed the suburban Philadelphia man
who abused the cat.

West Chester resident James
Myers faces charges including an-
imal cruelty and drug possession.

Police in West Whiteland Town-
ship said an officer spotted Myers’
car parked in the middle of a street
Sunday with a door open.

The officer said that under the
door he saw an injured black kit-
ten with a rope around its neck
and several teeth knocked out.
Police said they found bundles of
heroin and dozens of needles in
the car.

‘Miranda’ graffiti mars
sacred Indian site

W,

CHIMACUM — Graf-
fiti expressing affec-

Over the hump

An 8-year-old male desert camel named Hershey yawns in the shade at the Safari Farm on Mount Cobb
Road in Jefferson Township, Pa., on Tuesday.

tion for named Mi

law firm to the ruling.

has marred one of the most sacred
sites for an American Indian tribe
in Washington state.

Jamestown S’Klallam officials
learned last month of the pink
and white painting of “I (heart)
Miranda” on the 43 million-year-
old Tamanowas Rock northwest
of Seattle.

Interruptions by lawyer
result in rare sanction

I SIOUX CITY — A federal
judge in Towa meted out an
unusual punishment to a lawyer for
repeatedly raising objections and
interrupting depositions: She must
produce a training video showing
why such tactics are inappropriate.
Perhaps not surprisingly, her

U.S. District Judge Mark
Bennett issued the “outside-the-
box sanction” last week to Chica-
go-based attorney June Ghezzi,
a partner at the international
law firm Jones Day.

Bennett said that rather than
issuing a monetary fine against
Ghezzi, he wanted to take a stand
against  “obstructive  deposi-
tion practices” that are common
and that some litigators are even
taught to use.

With that goal in mind, Bennett
ordered Ghezzi to write and pro-
duceatrainingvideothat “provides
specific steps lawyers must take to
comply” with the rationale of his
opinion. He said the video must ad-
dress the impropriety of lawyers
vaguely objecting to the form of

BurcH Comecys, THE ScRANTON (PA.) Times-TRIBUNE

questions, coaching witnesses and
excessively interrupting.

Residents to vote on
legalizing pot in capital
D WASHINGTON — Dis-
trict of Columbia resi-
dents will vote in November on
whether to legalize marijuana.

The D.C. Board of Elections
voted Wednesday to add an initia-
tive on marijuana legalization to
the November ballot.

If approved, the initiative would
allow people 21 or older to possess
as much as 2 ounces of pot and to
grow as many as six marijuana
plants at home.

Earlier this year, Mayor Vincent
Gray signed a decriminali:

$325K

The amount Idaho County commis-
sioners in northern Idaho say the
Nez Perce Tribe owes the county in
garbage fees. Commissioners late last
month sent a letter to Nez Perce Tribal
Executive Committee Chairman Silas
C. Whitman demanding the money for
garbage collection from 1995 to 2014.
The commissioners also want the tribe
to budget about $19,000 annually for
garbage collection on property owned
by the tribe in Idaho County.

than one ounce of marijuana a civil
offense punishable by a $25 fine.

Police accuse woman
of offering sex acts
OREM — Orem police

U have arrested a 5S0-year-
old woman accused of offering
sexual favors to massage clients.
Lt. Craig Martinez said detec-
tives began investigating the mas-
sage parlor called Foot Massage
after receiving citizen tips in June.
Martinez said business listings
for the massage parlor featured
women in revealing clothing and
a business license listed false
phone numbers and addresses.

Man pleads guilty
to killing co-worker

I SCOTTSBURG — A
southern Indiana man is
pleading guilty to a murder charge
for the death of a co-worker whose
body was hidden for three years.

Robert Riley, 43, of Austin, en-
tered the guilty plea Monday in a
Scott County court for the 2009
death of Paul Graupe, 50.

Police said a tip in November
2012 led investigators to Riley’s
home, where they found Graupe’s
body hidden in a building on the
property.

Parents upset over

new backpack rule

M GULFPORT — The
Harrison County

School District a few weeks ago

announced a new policy requir-

ing clear or mesh backpacks in

all schools, including elementary,

and many parents are upset.

“I’'m just kind of flabbergasted
about the whole situation,” said
Rebekah Rush, of Saucier. She had
ordered a book bag embroidered
with her second-grader’s name
and matching lunch bag.

The Sun Herald reported coun-
ty high schools already had that
policy, but it was extended to el-
ementary schools this year.

law that makes possession of less

From wire reports’
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BofA, US near settlement up to $17B

By Eric TUCKER
AND JosH Boak
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON Bank of
America is nearing a settlement
of between $16 billion and $17
billion to resolve an investiga-
tion into its role in the sale of
mortgage-backed securities be-
fore the 2008 financial crisis, a
person directly familiar with the
matter said Wednesday.

The deal with the bank, which

EUROPE GAS PRICES

still must be finalized, would be
the largest Justice Department
settlement by far arising from
the economic meltdown in which
millions of Americans lost their
homes to foreclosure. It would
follow earlier multibillion-dollar
agreements reached in the last
year with Citigroup and JPMor-
gan Chase & Co.

The person, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity because the
deal had not yet been announced,
cautioned that some details still

needed to be worked out and that
it was possible the agreement
could fall apart.

But the person said the two
sides reached an agreement in
principle following a conversa-
tion last week between Attorney
General Eric Holder and Bank of
America CEO Brian Moynihan.

The person said the tentative
deal calls for the bank to pay
roughly $9 billion in cash and for
the remaining sum to go toward
consumer relief.
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A bank spokesman declined to
comment.

The Wall Street Journal first
reported details of the settlement
discussions on Wednesday.

The deal would be the latest
arising from the sale of toxic
mortgage securities leading up
to the recession. The Justice
Department last year reached a
$13 billion settlement with JPM-
organ and in July announced a

$7  billion settlement with
Citigroup.
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It's better for your gadgets to put them to sleep each night, not shut them down.

Nightly rituals for electronics

By Kevin Hunt
Chicago Tribune

s it better to put your computer to
sleep at night, like a little electronic
baby, or shut it down to save energy
like a good global eco-citizen?

The minuscule amount of energy, if
any, saved with a nightly shutdown won’t
reduce anyone’s carbon footprint much,
but could shorten your computer’s life.
The daily on-off stress isn’t good for
your computer’s heart. It’ll only lead to
an early trip to the landfill or recycling
center.

“A power cycle, which is turning a com-
puter off fully and then turning it back
on, should be relegated to a maintenance
activity on approximately a weekly basis,”
says Damian Giannunzio, director of Iolo
Labs of Los Angeles, which studies PC
performance and stability.

Giannunzio, whose research contrib-
utes to the development of Iolo Technolo-
gies’ repair and optimization software
for Windows PCs, says he runs his own
computer in balanced power mode. This
default Windows setting provides peak
performance only on demand.

Even gamers should question whether
Windows’ high-performance power
mode, with maxed-out screen brightness
and processor constantly in high gear,
is worth higher operating temperatures,
increased power consumption, more noise
and shorter life span.

“High performance, in my mind, is ter-
rible,” Giannunzio says. “It is absolutely
not worth essentially removing any sort of
limitation on (the processor’s) frequency.
It’s no longer intelligent or adaptive.

“When you go into high-performance
mode, you're letting it run at peak speeds
all the time. That is death to a system. At
low mode, you do end up seeing a pen-
alty, which is activity and speeds of the
system.”

So run your PC in balanced power
mode and put it to bed each night in either
standby or hibernate. Standby uses little
power and awakes faster, where hibernate
uses no power but revives slowly. (Apple
computers have adjustable energy-saver
sleep and idle modes.)

A fully charged notebook computer
connected to a power outlet consumes an
average of 29.48 watts, according to the
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory’s
tests for the Department of Energy.

In sleep mode, it averages 15.77 watts.
Turned off, it still consumes 8.9 watts.

Those 8.9 watts are classified as vam-
pire, or phantom, power — energy used
by devices ostensibly shut down. Your
TV and cable box are energy hogs. So
are printers, gaming consoles and coffee
makers.

Here’s the new nighttime ritual: Put
your computer to sleep, turn off the moni-
tor and use a smart power strip to kill
electricity to vampire power users. Then
you can put yourself into sleep mode.

ON THE COVER: “Into the Storm” is a special effects-heavy disaster film.

Warner Bros. Pictures

GADGET WATCH

Get connected for accurate forecasts

By GREGG ELLMAN
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

he Oregon Scientific
‘Weather@Home (model
BAR218HG) is one of those
gadgets that you don’t think
you need

— until you do.

With the weather sta-
tion, you no longer have
to troll your TV stations,
websites or apps to get
weather reports. In-
stead, you can become
your own household’s
weather forecaster with
the Bluetooth-enabled
weather station you
keep inside, paired
with a temperature and
humidity sensor you
keep outside.

The sensor is pow-
ered by a single AA
battery (not included)

; The new
to take readings and Weather@
send it to the weather Home Line
station wirelessly. o
Then with Bluetooth rs?:;:ye?
you can read the re- tracking
sults on your smart- solutions so
phone with the device’s you can plan
free app (Android and your next
i0S), up to 55 yards outing.

away.

Temperatures are
also taken inside along with daily highs
and lows, humidity and forecasts.

I compared the weather station versus
my local news weatherman, and they
were both right on with predictions of
temperatures above 100 with a slight
chance of an afternoon storm. While it
doesn’t take much of a prediction with
that forecast, they were both accurate as
the week went on.

The Weather@Home is powered by
3 AA batteries (not included) and has
other alerts for storm warnings, wind,
frost, fog, the percentage of moon phase
and an auto setting clock.

Online: OregonScientific.com/us,
$53.64

The Voyager Edge from Plantronics
puts many other Bluetooth headsets to
shame.

Sound and
battery life are
the most impor-
tant features to
me. Having a great-
looking device without
being able to hear your

P
%
%,
3
%,

caller is useless.

The Voyager Edge has all the features
you need in a Bluetooth (4.0) device
along with NFC pairing with NFC en-
abled devices.

Like any other similar device, you
have to pair it with your smartphone and
you're ready to go.

The Edge was described as “Intel-
ligent” by a company representative
before I tried it out, and after using it
I was impressed with how smart it is.

When I put the headset on, my

phone instantly detected it and was
ready to answer calls. Your voice
command of “ignore or answer” will
tell the device what to do next.

Noise-canceling technology enables

you to hear incoming calls with crys-
tal clarity, and three built-in noise-
canceling mics allow your caller to
hear you just as well.

The lightweight and water resistant
Voyager Edge, unlike many others of
its competitors, is a complete kit. You
get several sized silicone ear-tips for the
right fit and clip-on ear-loops.

But what makes it a complete Kit is the
car charger and charging case to give
you extra power on the go. The extra bat-
tery will give you up to 10 more hours of
talk time on top of the headset’s battery
for 6 hours.

A USB cable is included to give them
both a charge.

Online: plantronics.com; $129, avail-
able in black, white or gray

Henge Docks Vertical Docking Sta-
tion is a space saver for the MacBook
Pro (15 or 13-inch with Retina Display).

Just dock your laptop into the slick-
looking device and it connects to an
external monitor, USB, audio (3.5mm)
and Thunderbolt connections through
built-in cables.

It’s constructed from a durable metal
alloy and a finish to match your laptop’s
look, which is an important aspect to
many Apple users.

Once docked, rubber inserts keep
your laptop scratch free, a built-in cable
organizer keeps your cables in place
and side vents are great for keeping the
laptop cool.

To keep your laptop running while
docked, since the cover is closed, you’ll
have to keep it connected to AC power.
If you plan on using the dock often, it
might be a good idea to pick up an extra

power cord.
This is one of those gadgets where
there’s not a lot to it; it does exactly
‘what it’s supposed to do, and very well.
Online: hengedocks.com, $119

ITUNES MUSIC

Top 10 songs on the iTunes Store
for August 6:

1. “All About That Bass,” Meghan
Trainor

2. “Bang Bang,” Jessie J, Ariana
Grande & Nicki Minaj

“Rude,” MAGIC!

4. "Stay With Me,” Sam Smith

5. “Burnin’ It Down,” Jason Aldean
6. “Maps,” Maroon 5

7. “All1 Need Is You,” Lecrae

8

9

1

w

. “Chandelier,” Sia
. “Boom Clap,” Charli XCX
0. “Dirt,” Florida Georgia Line

— Compiled by MCT

SPOTIFY MUSIC

The top streamed tracks on Spofify
from July 8 fo Aug. 3:

1. “Stay With Me,” Sam Smith
2. “Rude,” MAGIC!

3. “Fancy,” lggy Azalea

4. “Chandelier,” Sia

5. “Problem,” Ariana Grande
6. “Am | Wrong,” Nico & Vinz
7. “Latch,” Disclosure

8. “Break Free,” Ariana Grande
9. “Maps,” Maroon 5

10. “Summer,” Calvin Harris

— Compiled by The Associated Press

ITUNES MOVIES

Top 10 movies downloaded
from the iTunes Store for August 6:

1. “Divergent”

2. “The Amazing SpiderMan 2"
3. “The Other
Woman”

4. “Need for Speed”
5. “Noah”

6. "The Spectacular
Now”

. "Heaven Is for

eal”

8. “Snowpiercer”

9. "Palo Alto"

10. "God's Not Dead"

— Compiled by MCT

VIDEO GAMES

Game Informer rank the Top 10 games
for August:

1. “The Last of Us: Remastered Edi-
tion,” PS4

2. “Divinity: Original Sin,” PC

3. “Shovel Knight,” Wii U, 3DS, PC
4. “Dark Souls 1I: The Crown of the
Sunken King,” PS3, 360, PC

5. "Oddworld: New '’ Tasly,” PS4
6. “EA Sports UFC,” PS4, Xbox One
7. “Another World: 20th Anniversary
Edition,” PS4, Xbox One, Wii U, PS3,
360, Vita, 3DS

8. “Tales of Xillia 2,” PS3

9. “Sacred 3,” PC

10. “Valiant Hearts: The Great War,”
PS4, Xbox One, PS3, 360, PC

— Compiled by MCT

APPS

Top 5 new free apps for August 6:
ANDROID

1. Battle Camp

2. Yummy Mania

3. Underworld Syndicate
4. City Island: Airport 2
5. Vikings Gone Wild

Top 5 free apps for August 6:

APPLE

1. Facebook Messenger
2. Crazy Taxi: City Rush
3. A Dark Room
4. Family Feud 2
5. No One Dies

— Compiled by MCT
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CHECK IT OUT

Events, entertainment and other ways to fill your free time

Disney is promoting its Disney
Movies Anywhere service by creating
several Muppets short films. The

~ Disney Drive-On with
the Muppets shorts

More Muppet mayhem

Muppets movie lot. It includes the

will please fans of Pepe the King
Prawn. 4

show Walter looking for a job on the

usual Muppets-style wackiness, and

If you want even more of a Mup-
pets fix, you can get “Muppets Most
Wanted” on DVD on Aug. 12.

* Watch the first video at tinyurl.
com/DMAmuppets.

Disney Enterprises, Inc.

The good old gang you remember: Gonzo, Fozzie Bear, Kermit the Frog, Miss Piggy, Rowlf and Scooter are back, as well as some newer members, in “Muppets Most Wanted.”

See the return of those
heroes on a half-shell

The Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles are back
on the big screen, and this time they're
brought to life by some seriously intense
special effects. Some hard-core comic book
fans are wailing about such
details as the turtles hav-
ing nostrils, but we advise
you to sit back, relax
and enjoy the
on-screen fun.

* Profile,
review on
Page 26.

One last song for fans
of The Civil Wars

Civil Wars fans, you have our condolences:
The duo has officially broken up, but
Joy Williams and John Paul White
offer a lovely parting gift
— a free download on
their website. It's an
oddly mournful, but still
beautiful, acoustic
version of “You Are
My Sunshine.”

* Free song
download at
thecivilwars.com.

Oscar-winning director
spills trade secrets

Ever wish you could take a master class on
filmmaking from director Ron Howard? Now
you can get close through a video released by
New York's Tribeca Film Festi-
val. In the digital short “Leading
by Example,” the Oscar winner
extols the virtues of salt baths
(“they keep your skin baby

soft for decades”), harmonics,
maintaining a bounty (“nobody’s
gonna hold my film hostage”), calcium intake
and self-flagellation by putting rocks in your
shoes. We hope that last one is a joke.

¢ Watch the video at tinyurl.com/tffvid.

Howard
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‘Into the Storm’ swept up in effects

By RoGER MOORE
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

‘ ‘ nto the Storm” is as
close to a real tornado
as most of us would
ever want to get. Its
effects are so spectacular that it
makes “Twister” look like “The
Wizard of Oz.”

But as impressive as the ef-
fects can be, as effective as the
blend of TV news helicopter POV
shots, security camera footage,
cellphone video and storm chaser
images mimicked here turn out,
the human stories are given
short shrift in this spend-our-
budget-on-effects action picture.

Late in the season, “Tornado
Alley” storm chaser Pete (Matt
‘Walsh) hasn’t scored the money
shot. He's a freelancer with
the backing to get the image
nobody else has — the “eye” of
the tornado, shots from inside
the vortex. He’s got a hired gun
meteorologist, Allison (Sarah
‘Wayne Callies); Titus, a veritable
tank of a chase vehicle; some
young videographers; and back-
ers about to pull the plug on this
venture if he doesn’t produce.

That last big system whipping
across Oklahoma is their chance.
Everybody else is headed toward
one town; Allison insists the real
action will be in Silverton.

It’s graduation day at Silverton
High, and vice principal Gary

(Richard Armitage) is hoping
they can hold the ceremony out-
doors and that his rebellious sons
Donnie and Trey (Max Deacon,
Nathan Kress) will film it for a
video time capsule.

Donnie (Deacon) gets dis-
tracted by a girl (Alycia Debnam
Carey) who needs to videotape
an abandoned factory that’s a
waste dump for her internship,
so he’s a no-show. But the super
cellisn’t.

The twister hits and we're

sucked into that school with it.
But the realism of this gripping
school-under-assault scene isn’t
the first grabber moment. That
comes in the opening credits

— teens caught in a car, obsessed
with cellphone recording the
tornado that swooped down on
them the previous night.

If “Into the Storm” has a
theme, it’s that. We’ve become
anation of gawkers, cultists
forever holding our phones up to
whatever tragic or comic disas-

Told through
the eyes and
lenses of
professional
storm chasers,
thrill-seeking
amateurs and

Warner Bros.
Pictures

ter is unfolding in front of us.
Where “Into the Storm” makes
you appreciate 1996’s “Twister”
is in the ways the new film makes
the victims mostly anonymous,
even if their deaths are spec-
tacular. There’s a reason movies
are cast with movie stars, and
this film makes you realize that,
with every under-reaction to
something this character or that
one has never seen before, and
performances that lack urgency.
Movie stars have not just act-

New on base

“Into the Storm” is playing
at the following facilities:
Europe

Mildenhall, Ansbach,
Baumholder, Grafenwohr,
Hohenfels, Ramstein,
Spangdahlem, Stuttgart,
Vilseck, Wiesbaden, Aviano,
Sigonella, Vicenza and
Brunssum.

Pacific

Atsugi, Misawa, Showboat,
Village, Benny Decker,
Fleet, Yokota, Zama, Foster,
Futenma, Hansen, Kadena,
Kinser, Schwab, Courtney,
Yongsan South Post No. 1,
Casey, Henry Humphreys,
Kunsan and Osan.

Online: intothestormmovie.
com

ing chops and screen presence,
but that ineffable spark that
creates instant empathy. Direc-
tor Steven “Final Destination 5”
Quale doesn’t give his cast the
chance to achieve that empathy
until very late in the picture.
That’s also, belatedly, when a
ticking clock kicks in and we
start to fear for characters’ lives.

That’s when the characters do
what the audience does — gawk,
in shock and something like awe.
In a disaster picture, that only
gets you so far.

“Into the Storm” is rated PG-13 for se-
quences of destruction and peril, and
language. Running time: 89 minutes.

Weather takes leading role in ‘Into the Storm,” other popular films

By CoriN CovERT
Star Tribune

ometimes bad weather is an impor-
tant supporting player in the mov-
ies. After all, without a thunderclap
and a forked bolt of electricity
striking his operating-room lightning
rod, Dr. Frankenstein never could have
shrilled his triumphant, “It’s alive! It’s
alive!” And Dorothy never would have left
Kansas if that cyclone didn’t scoop her
up and plunk her down in Oz. Gene Kelly
couldn’t have gone singing in the rain.

But in the upcoming meteorological
adventure “Into the Storm,” they’re trying
to do something different. The film, with a
raft of low-wattage human actors, effec-
tively makes lousy weather the movie’s
star. A massive barrage of tornadoes roars
across a single Midwestern town, sucking
up semitrucks, crashing airliners, flat-
tening buildings, carrying off some of the
cast and leaving others dreadfully ruffled.
In anticipation of the new film, here’s a
look back at a slew of movies where lousy
weather played a pivotal role.

Hot and muggy
“Do the Right Thing” (1989)
The narrative effectiveness of Spike
Lee’s best film depends to a huge degree
on the heat wave broiling his embattled
characters. It’s the hottest day of the

= year. “HELTER
SWELTER, 98-DE-
GREE RECORD
BREAKER” screams
a Daily News banner
headline. The sim-
mering temperature
pushes an irritable
group of neighbors in
Brooklyn’s Bedford-
Stuyvesant to the
boiling point. When a

frazzled cop kills an irritating but harm-
less local character, the other players
erupt in a frenzy of recriminations, riot-
ing and looting. Lee used a scalding-hot
red-orange color palette to push the point
home, and strong, sizzling sunlight to
make the tenements and storefronts look
desert-harsh and hostile.

Flash flood watch

“Noah” (2014)

Darren Aronofsky turns the biblical story
into a taut disaster-
evacuation saga with
complex theologi-

cal overtones and
outlandish special
effects. Russell
Crowe gathers up his
family and a giant
menagerie aboard an
ark in preparation for
an impending rain

so ferocious it will
obliterate his sinful,
immoral world. When the vicious storm
hits, the devastation has a deeper meaning
than bravura special-effects thrills.

Chilly but bright

“Frozen” (2013)

Disney’s smart revision of its “princess
movie” genre depends on the uncontrolled
flash-freezing abili-
ties of Elsa, who ac-
cidentally unleashes
eternal winter on

her kingdom, then
imprisons herself in

a distant ice palace.
She also freezes her
caring sister Anna’s
heart, unless it can be
thawed by an act of
pure love. The film’s

shimmering songs, radiant snowscapes
and icebound adventures powered it on
to become the highest-grossing animated
film of all time.

Pack an umbrella and fork
“Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs”
(2009)
The gleefully silly animated adaptation of
the children’s classic stars Bill Hader as a
hapless young inventor whose food-trans-
forming gizmo goes haywire, triggering
pasta precipitation
and jelly bean hail.
‘When a pancake the
size of a city block
flattens the local
schoolhouse, followed
by a huge splash
of maple syrup, it’s
childish wish fulfill-
ment on a grand
scale. But the most
| delicious moment
comes when it snows
ice cream and the local kids make snow
angels face down.

Small craft warnings

“The Perfect Storm” (2000)

Wolfgang Petersen tells the true story

of a superstorm. George Clooney, Mark
Wabhlberg and John C. Reilly are among
the crew of a Mas-
sachusetts fishing
boat capsized during
a cataclysmic 1991
storm at sea. Their
boat is battered by
hammering down-
pours and tossed by
stomach-dropping
giant waves that
dismantle the vessel
piece by piece. It’s a

gripping drama told with kinetic punch
that could make a viewer seasick.

Travel advisory

“The Ice Storm” (1997)

Ang Lee’s film about affluent families
trapped in failed marriages and the pursuit
of empty pleasures
literally traps its play-
ers with a symbolic
early winter storm.
Kevin Kline, Sigour-
ney Weaver and Joan
Allen play suburban-
ites med.u:atmg their
ennui with adultery
and alcohol, while
neglecting their
drugged-up, alien-
ated children. Icy rain
seeps into everything, like a force of nature
dissolving the decadent characters’ sexual
inhibitions to tragic effect.

Seasonal affective disorder
“The Shining” (1980)

Trapped in the haunted Overlook Hotel

as an endless blizzard howls outside, Jack
Nicholson develops the worst case of cabin
fever in history. Stanley Kubrick’s prestige
horror film uses some spook-story effects
to amp up the anxiety, but the claustro-
phobia and isolation alone are enough to
drive viewers to the
edge of hysteria. With
a titanic snowfall
making the mountain
roads impassable,
there’s no way for the
authorities to save the
day, or for Nicholson’s
terrified wife and son
to flee from their in-
creasingly unhinged
patriarch.

STANLT KRN §

THE SHINING
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An acquired taste

‘Hundred-Foot Journey’ is a bland
comedy that takes forever to finish

By RoGER MOORE
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

he culinary culture
clash comedy “The
Hundred-Foot Journey”
dawdles, like a meal
that drags on and on because
the waiter is too busy texting to
bother bringing you the check.

Based on the Richard Morais
novel, it’s a low-flame romance
and low-heat feud about a family
of Indian restaurateurs who set
up their spicy, gaudy and noisy
eatery across the road from a
posh, Michelin-endorsed, haute
cuisine establishment in rural
France.

Lasse “Chocolat” Hallstrom
directs; Helen “The Queen”
Mirren is the imperious, snooty
French restaurant’s owner; and
the young leads — Manish Dayal
as the aspiring Indian chef,
Charlotte Le Bon as the winsome
French one — are charming.

How did this smorgasbord
turn out so bland?

It begins with promise. Hassan
(Dayal) learns to cook from his
mother at their family restaurant
in Mumbai. Mom (Juhi Chawla)
teaches him to cook with “all the
senses,” that “To cook, you must
kill. You cook, you make ghosts.”
Meats and vegetables must
retain their “spirits” for the dish
to be great.

Violence in India kills the
mother and sends her brood
— led by Papa (Om Puri) — first
to Britain, then to France, where
the locals don’t know Indian
food. Why would they? They

New on base

“The Hundred-Foot
Journey” is playing at the
following military facilities:

Europe

Mildenhall, Ansbach,
Baumbholder, Grafenwohr,
Hohenfels, Ramstein,
Spangdahlem, Stuttgart,
Vilseck, Wiesbaden, Aviano
and Brunssum.

Pacific

Misawa, Yokota, Zama,
Foster, Futenma, Hansen,
Kadena, Kinser, Schwab,
Courtney, Yongsan South
Post No. 2, Casey, Henry,
Humphreys, Kunsan and
Osan.

Online: dreamworksstudios.
com/films/the-hundred-foot-
journey

have French cuisine, the world’s
finest.

Aroad accident forces the In-
dian clan (Papa and five kids) to
take a closer look at a charming
village in the south of France,
and Papa is drawn to an empty
restaurant. The huffy Madame
Mallory (Mirren) provokes him
into sealing the deal. Maison
Mumbai opens, a flurry of cur-
ries and riot of color and noisy
Indian music, right across the
road from Madame Mallory’s
long-established, one-star, fine
dining institution.

Hassan tries to impress her;
she’s not having it. He tries to

Parris Goebel and CImsiopher Scott, ,
front, star in “Step Up All In.”

Lionsgate

Helen Mirren stars as the chilly chef p

DreamWorks 11/AP
in “The Hundred-Foot

pi ofa
Journey.” Her icy protests agalnst the new Indian restaurant a hundred feet from her own escalate to all-

out war

the two

make peace; she won’t have it.

When the newcomers go to the
market for fresh fruits, meats
and vegetables, Madame Mallory
has already bought everything
up (she got a look at their menu).
“War is war!” Papa declares, and
it’s on like Avignon, a tit-for-tat
fight that escalates around the
ears of the town mayor, a gastro-
nome who only wants to enjoy
that next meal.

Meanwhile, Hassan is discov-
ering French culinary tradition
through the books lent to him by
the pretty sous chef at Madame
Mallory’s place (Le Bon), and
discovering love in her eyes.

It’s a pity they work for sworn
enemies.

The novel this is based on fol-
lows Hassan’s journey, from boy

learning from his mother to the
height of the Paris cooking estab-
lishment. Dayal and his charac-
ter aren’t charismatic enough to
carry the picture, so Hallstrom
and his screenwriter focus on
the fish-out-of-water elements of
the tale, on the older character’s
“war” and the sparks they set off.
When he abandons that to follow
Hassan deeper into his career,
the movie lurches to a halt.

Mirren is regal as ever, and
Puri, best known in the West for
“Charlie Wilson’s War,” fumes
up a nice blubbering rage. But
nobody else gets much screen
time. Ugly French xenophobia
pops up, abruptly, and is dis-
missed just as quickly.

And all those sensual delights
that great food films are known

New on base

Step Up All In” is playing
at the following milit:
acilities:
Europe
Mildenhall, Ansbach,

Kadena, Kinser, Schwab,
Courtney, Yong an South
Post No.

Humphreys,

Osan.

A review of “Step Up All In”
was not available at p
time.

f Check movie listings for base theaters at stripes.com/military-life

for, “The Hundred-Foot Jour-
ney” shortchanges. Close-ups of
dishes are not enough. As Jon
Favreau showed us with the far
superior “Chef,” seeing the care
a cook puts into the food requires
an actor who is plainly domg his
or her own chopping, mincing,
filleting and stirring.

So this “Hundred-Foot Jour-
ney” seems to end several steps
shy of completion, a bland ro-
mantic comedy where the actors
don’t show us their characters’
love for each other or the food
that supposedly is their reason
for living. They merely talk a
good game.

“The Hundred-Foot Journey” is rated
PG for thematic elements, some vio-
lence, language and brief sensuality.
Running time: 121 minutes.

Next to Autobahn A6, Exit 13 (Landstuhl)
MerkurstraBie 9, 66877 Ramstein - Mig
6 THEATRES, THX, EX and all Di
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Teenarge Mutant Ninja Turtles’

A digital and divisive redesign

By DERRIK J. LANG
The Associated Press

ver the past two years, inside
the high-tech sanctuary of
Industrial Light and Magic,
the man who built a vir-
tual virgin jungle for the last “Indiana
Jones” movie and conjured 150-foot-tall
aliens for “War of the Worlds” has been
confronting his most difficult task yet:
creating a digital version of the beloved
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles that
could realistically interact on screen
with Megan Fox.

On this assignment, Pablo Helman
needed more than just turtle power.

“For me, in the 19 years that I've been
at ILM, this is one of the most chal-
lenging projects I've worked on,” the
visual effects supervisor said in a recent
interview at his office. “Technologically,
it’s very difficult to capture someone’s
performance, put it on a character and
make it believable. In this case, we had to
design a way to combine performances
that were taken at many different times.”

“Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles,” the
live-action reimagining of the 30-year-
old comic book franchise in theaters
Friday, features a completely computer-
ized version of the four sewer-dwell-
ing superheroes, a take more akin to
Gollum from “The Lord of the Rings”
films or Caesar from the recent “Planet
of the Apes” movies than the rubbery
renditions from the 1990s live-action
“Turtles” films.

The revitalized reptiles were
fashioned at ILM by blending com-
puter-generated imagery with several
motion-capture performances by four
actors. It’s a radical departure from
the original *90s film trilogy, when Jim
Henson’s Creature Shop crafted puppet
suits for actors playing the half-shell
heroes.

For the reboot, the performers
physically portraying each Ninja Turtle
donned skin-tight gray getups and
shell-shaped backpacks, while helmets
equipped with cameras captured their
facial expressions. The actors’ bod-
ies were replaced on screen by their
counterparts — massive talking turtles
‘who know kung fu — and their facial
expressions were grafted onto the Ninja

“Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles” director

PHOTOS COURTESY oF PARAMOUNT PicTURES/AP

2 right,

discusses a scene with actors portraying mutant ninja turtles, from left, Noel
Fisher, Pete Ploszek, Jeremy Howard and Alan Ritchson.

Turtles’ green noggins.

Despite the effort to construct Ninja
Turtles for the digital age, die-hard
fans didn’t initially deem the makeover
of Leonardo, Michelangelo, Raphael
and Donatello totally tubular. Instead,
many were shell-shocked to see in early
teasers and trailers that the filmmakers
added nostrils and lips to the turtles’
faces, a different anatomy than the one
from the previous comics, cartoons, toys
and films.

“This whole gritty, doofy, straight-
out-of-‘Avatar’ look is not working
for the iconic cartoon turtles,” Jason
Schreier wrote on the blog Kotaku last
May. “Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
has never exactly been cool — Leonardo
and crew were always dorky and cheesy
in a lovable sort of way — but they have
never had ridiculous zombie nostrils
and gaping mouths like this before. It
sure looks dumb.”

Helman defends the humanlike faces
because it allows the computer-generat-
ed characters, who he said are onscreen
for about two-thirds of the movie, to be
more expressive.

“You’re never going to please ev-
erybody because what you’re fighting

is that magical moment when, in this
case, someone first discovered the Ninja
Turtles,” said the Academy Award-
nominated visual effects guru. “It’s

not possible to convince someone that
these are the Ninja Turtles they fell in
love with 30 years ago. The idea is that
you have to take the original intent and
make it your own.”

“Ninja Turtles” director Jonathan
Liebesman noted that producer Michael
Bay, the man responsible for bringing
“Transformers” to life, originally laid
out three commandments for the over-
haul of the Ninja Turtles: they should be
charming, intimidating and individually
recognizable — not just to kids but also
their mothers. Liebesman believes the
filmmakers accomplished their mission.

“I feel like once people see the movie,
they will understand why we made
these decisions,” said the “Wrath of the
Titans” and “Battle Los Angeles” direc-
tor. “We’re trying to make them more
lifelike and realistic. I don’t think it
sacrifices anything fans love, once they
go and see the movie. I think hating on
design is just a part of fandom, which is
fine. There’s a lot of value to what fans
have to say.”

‘Turtles’ less
teenaged in this
two-fisted reboot

By RoGER MOORE
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

he “Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles” earn a Michael Bay-
produced 3-D re-boot that
spares no expense in special
effects and spares no decibel in volume.

These digitally-animated super-sized
turtles have real-world presence and
weight, stumping onto the scene like
teenagers who haven’t learned to do
anything quietly. Their brawls with
their trigger-happy foes from the Foot
Clan are a blur of body blows and bul-
lets. Their wise-cracks are up-to-date,
their love of pizza unabated.

Directed by Jonathan Liebesman
(“Battle Los Angeles”), the new film
quickly and gracefully handles the
back story — a lab experiment and a
fire — and puts shapely TV reporter
April O’Neil (Megan Fox) on their case
right from the start.

The Foot Clan, led by the mysterious
megalomaniac Shredder (voiced by
Danny Woodburn) is trying to take over
New York. But these masked vigilantes
keep foiling their plans.

April starts to piece together a puzzle
that points to her own past, the man her
scientist father was in business with
(William Fichtner) and the “mutagen”
and other chemicals they concocted.

The heroes are masked ninjas,
mutant turtles who grew huge, learned
English and trained in martial arts
with the inscrutable rat Splinter (Tony
Shalhoub). Michelangelo, Raphael,
Donatello and Leonardo only occasion-
ally act like teenagers, usually in their
banter.

“Did you tell her his name?”

“Maybe she’s clairvoyant!”

“Maybe she’s a JEDI!”

April cannot convince her boss
(Whoopi Goldberg) that she’s not crazy.
And her on-the-make cameraman (Will
Arnett, toned down and not nearly
funny enough) is also a hard sell re-
garding these “heroes on a half-shell.”

“So, they’re aliens?”

“No. That would be STUPID.”

The action beats are bigger and bet-
ter than they’ve ever been in a “Ninja
Turtle” film — brawls, shootouts, a
snowy car-and-truck chase with big
explosions and whatnot.

But in between those scenes is an
awful lot of chatter and exposition. For
a film that aims younger (save for the
die-hards who grew up with this fran-
chise), that’s deadly dull.

“Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles” is rated PG-13
for sci-fi action violence. Running time: 101
minutes.

New on hase
“Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles” is
playing at the following military sites:

Europe
Mildenhall, Ansbach, Baumholder,
Grafenwohr, Hohenfels, Ramstein,
Spangdahlem, Stuttgart, Vilseck,
Wiesbaden, Aviano, Sigonella, Vicenza
and Brunssum.
Pacific
Atsugi, Misawa, Showboat, Village,
Benny Decker, Negishi, Yokota, Zama,
Foster, Hansen, Kadena, Kinser,
Schwab, Courtney, Yongsan South
Post No. 1, Casey, Henry, Humphreys,
Kunsan and Osan.
Online:

ninjaturtlesmovie.com
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THE EUROPE EXPERIENCE

Visitors walk inside the L

on the

festival, which ends Sunday night, gllesis can wander freely through the

tunnels and

d of_ihe_Geneva Festival in Geneva, Switzerland.

rich and changing colors. Entry begins at 2 p.m. Friday and noon Saturday and Sunday.

LAST CHANCE:

Geneva Festival

It’s the final weekend to enjoy
the largest tourist event in Swit-
zerland, the Fetes de Geneve, or
Geneva Festival. The event hosts
concerts, activities, a fun fair,
arts and crafts stands and more
than 200 food stalls on the shores
of Lake Geneva.

From Friday through Sunday,
free concerts for all ages take
place on four open-air stages fea-
turing music ranging from rock
to salsa to Chanson Francaise.
Find the full program at
fetesdegeneve.ch/2014/en/
programme.

At 10 p.m. Sunday, 600,000
spectators will view a musical
fireworks display dispatched
from about 40 firing stations
synchronized to within one-tenth
of a second by powerful comput-
ers. (Organizers ask that guests
take public transportation to
the show and take seats by 9:30
p.m.) This year’s theme, Man
and Time, takes viewers on a
journey through time punctuated
by a thousand exploding effects,
including fountains and Roman
candles, gunpowder and the fa-
mous final bouquet that will light
up the sky over the harbor.

MarTiaL Trezzini, KevsTONE/AP

Throughout the
domes against a backdrop of

TOP TRAVEL PICKS

Lakeside music fest

If you are young, love to party
and are on a budget, the e-Lake
festival in Echternach, Luxem-
bourg, might be right for you.

For three days, a lakeside
venue becomes a huge music and
party zone with a wallet-friendly
cost of entry: absolutely free.

First held in 1983 to give local
youth something to do, the fes-
tival now attracts thousands of
revelers annually. The program
varies each day.

On Friday, concerts from 7
p.m. to 3 a.m. rock two stages.
The main stage features rock
bands; the “urban” stage offers
electronic and hip-hop artists.

Saturday’s program kicks off
at 3 p.m. and consists of disc
jockey sets and live acts. Also
slated for Saturday is one of
e-Lake’s traditional highlights:
the VJ Melting Pol, a vivid and
abstract mix of film and live foot-
age projected onto two screens.

On Sunday, the sound starts up
again at 3 p.m., when it’s reggae
time with the Plemm Plemm
Sound System, a DJ service. The
partying carries on until 1 a.m.

Camping is possible within a
10-minute walk of the festival. To
ensure the e-Lake can continue,
organizers stress the impor-
tance of keeping the camping
area green and clean, as the fest
grounds sprawl across the lands
of local farmers gracious enough
to share their property.

Karen Bradbury

See the Europe Traveler blog
at stripes.com/travel/
europe-travel

N

Campers pay a 20-euro fee
($26.80), 5 euros of which is
refundable upon the return of
their trash in a special garbage
bag provided. No alcohol, glass
bottles, pets or tin cans may be
brought on site. Food and drink
will be available for purchase.

Festival attendees must be
16 or over, or accompanied by a
parent.

E-Lake’s address for GPS is
Rue Grégoire Schouppe, 6479
Echternach. Parking on site costs
10 euros. Cut costs by using the
free Park and Ride system. Bus
Line 110 runs from Luxembourg
City directly to Echternach.
Learn more at e-lake.lu.

Stuttgart’s summer fest

Looking for a place to wear
your fancy summer dress? The
Stuttgart Summer Festival might
offer that atmosphere of elegance

and sophistication you crave.

The venue itself is rather posh
— the Palace Square and Palace
Gardens around the lake in front
of the State Theater, graced by
big white tents that are romanti-
cally illuminated at night.

Some 30 stands offer culinary
treats, from wild game special-
ties to giant shrimp, and a wide
choice of beverages, from wines
and proseccos to nonalcoholic
selections. More than 30 acts
provide 120 hours of live music
on five stages, including contem-
porary hits with a swing, soul or
Jjazz interpretation.

Acts play 6 p.m. to 1 am.
Friday, 5 p.m. to 1 a.m. Saturday
and 5-10 p.m. Sunday. The fest
opens at 11 a.m. all days.

To learn more, see
stuttgarter-sommerfest.de.

Shakespeare in Munich

‘Add a little culture to your
stay in Munich, Germany, by
attending William Shakespeare’s
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream”
through Sunday at the amphi-
theater at the English Garden.

A 70-minute abridged version of
the original will be performed
in English by the Munich-based
theater group ENTITY. The cur-
tain goes up at 7 p.m. This open-
air performance will be canceled
in the event of bad weather.

To check, call (+49) (0)152-
36147906 after S p.m. the same
evening of the performance. See
entitytheatre.com.

Courtesy of Stuttgarter Sommerfest

At the Stuttgart Sommerfest, about 30 stands will offer culinary
treats, from wild game specialties to glan! shrimp, and a wide chotce
of beverages, from wines and pi
The festival will be graced by hlg white tenis that are romantically
illuminated at night.

f Looking for even more to do? For additional events, concerts and activities, go to stripes.com/military-life
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Romantic Rothenburg

Walled German village enchants with medieval charm

By Eric A. BRowN
Stars and Stripes

long Germany’s Ro-
mantic Road sits one
of the oldest and most
historically preserved
walled towns in Germany.

Dating to the 10th century,
Rothenburg ob der Tauber
is the very fairy-tale setting
many tourists search for. Just
a 2%-hour drive southeast of
Wiesbaden and two hours west of
Grafenwohr and Vilseck, Rothen-
burg is worth the journey.

A 1.5-mile stone wall rein-
forced by oak beams encircles
the town, and visitors may walk
around the entire wall. Children
might find navigating the old
wall just as exciting as explor-
ing the town, and they will enjoy
looking out the watch windows,
round and square alike. Take the
city guided tour or purchase the
audio tour of the wall that offers
fun facts and interesting tidbits
about how the wall was con-
structed. Families with strollers,
however, might find the narrow
top of the wall difficult to handle.

As you wander around the
town, notice the charming
facades of the merchants’ build-
ings. Even though the streets are
bustling, one can still leisurely
stroll and enjoy the views.

Before entering the cen-
tral market square, where the
Rathaus and its bell tower are
located, you will come upon
the Criminal Museum. While
some of the content might be too
graphic for younger children, my
11- and 14-year-olds enjoyed it.

= 'l ¥N %

The i

bird’s-eye view from the main

The museum contains origi-
nals and replicas of many torture
devices and methods of impris-
onment common in Rothenburg
throughout its history. One of
my favorite displays was several
authentic handwritten punish-
ment orders by the king of the
time, all written in the 13th and

in
square’s bell tower.

ny of 's beautiful such as this one, are
half-timbered buildings. This fairy-tale Bavarian town draws tourists
from around the world.

14th century. Displays
span three floors, which
require a fair amount
of stair-climbing and
aren’t stroller-friendly.

Continuing toward
the market square, note
the popular Schneeball
pastries. These sphere-
shaped treats are pie
crust cut into strips,
deep fried and sprin-
kled with powdered
sugar or chocolate.

Rising above the
market square, for-
merly the site of public
executions, stands the
bell tower, the tallest
building in Rothenburg.
It offers a panoramic
view of the entire town
and the surrounding
Tauber Valley.

Once you climb countless
steps, you must wait at an
electonic gate for the light to
turn from red to green, allowing
another 20 visitors to complete
the journey to the top. Just
before squeezing through the
final hatch to the crow’s nest, I
encountered some the steepest
and most difficult steps I have
ever seen. The area at the top is
very confined, and one must wait
for those on the viewing platform
to come down the ladder before
moving up.

My kids loved this part of the
trip. Unfortunately, backpacks
with babies would not work be-
cause the climb is so steep.

As our day was winding down,
our group visited the Kéthe

Prortos ey Eric A. BRowN/Stars and Stripes.

is photo-worthy even from the distance of a

Vﬁesbade Child, Youth and School
Services tour guide Patrick Hoban leads
tourists around Rothenburg.

Wohlfahrt Christmas store and
museum at Saint Jakob’s Church.
The gardens offer picturesque
views of the Tauber River.

‘While Rothenburg is well-
known for its Christmas market,
don’t miss an opportunity to visit
this romantic fairy tale city in
the summer as well.

Brown.eric@stripes.com

ON THE QT

GETTING THERE

From Wiesbaden, take au-
tobahn A7 Wiirzburg-Ulm
to Rothenburg. Take exit
108 “Rothenburg/Tauber”
and follow the signs for
Stadtmitte, or town center.
From Grafenwohr and
Vilseck, take autobahn A9
toward Munich/Nurem-
berg. At the Kreuz Nurem-
berg-Ost, follow the signs
for the A6 toward Heil-
bronn/N.-Fahre. Take exit
49-Feuchtwangen-Nord
for B25 toward Schillings-
fiirst; turn left onto state
road 2419 and go through
the roundabout. Take the
A7 toward Wurzburg/
Rothenburg 0.d.T. and take
exit 108 to the town. Park
in one of the car parks that
are within a few minutes’
walk from the old town.

TIMES

The bell tower is open

9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and
1-5 p.m. daily from April
to October; noon to 3 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays in
November. During Rothen-
burg’s Christmas market
(Nov. 28-Dec. 23 this year),
the tower is open 10:30
a.m.-2 p.m. and 2:30-6 p.m.
It will remain open until 8
p.m. on Fridays and Satur-
days during the market.

COSTS

Entrance to the Criminal
Museum costs 2 euros.
Climbing the tower is 2
euros for adults and S0
euro cents for children up
to age 14. It’s free to walk
atop the wall.

FOOD

Rothenburg has an array
of restaurants.

INFORMATION

There is an English link at
tourismus.rothenburg.de.

— Eric A. Brown

Noca Ami-rav/Stars and Stripes
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Above: On Bopserwaldstrasse in
Stuttgart, a sign marks the start of the
walk to the Teehaus. It’s about a five-
minute climb up a series of steps.

Right: Adding to the charm at
Stuttgart’s Teahaus, which is
101 years old, is a fresco
painted on the domed ceiling.

After Hours:

By JouN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

he southern German
city of Stuttgart, setin a
valley and surrounded
by hills and steep vine-
yards, is famous for its steps.

You encounter them every-
where you go, whether hiking up
a flight through the working-
class east or through a wine
trail on the north side. There are
some 400 outdoor stairways scat-
tered around the city, and the
reward for scaling one of them
often is a panoramic view of the
city below.

If you head up the steps along
Bopserwaldstrasse in Stuttgart’s
southern section and make the
modest five-minute climb, you’ll
be rewarded with something
extra — a breath-catching break
at one of the loveliest watering
holes in all of Stuttgart.

The Teehaus, a little century-
old gazebo, is the perfect place to
kick back in the summer.

The cafe, which offers a wide
range of drinks and a menu of
regional favorites, is basically a
tiny rotunda with about a dozen

tables inside and more around
the perimeter. An old fresco
painted on the dome roof adds to
the charm. The bartender says
the place is 101 years old.

Beer, wine and cocktails and
an assortment of nonalcoholic
drinks are available. The food
is standard beer garden fare
— Spitzle (noodles), Maultas-
chen (filled ravioli-like pasta)
and cold salads in the 10-euro
range. There is typical beer gar-
den seating outdoors, ensuring
plenty of places to plop down.

I generally prefer to order a
beer and wander the lush green
grounds, eventually settling on a
bench overlooking the city.

On weekends when the weath-
er is nice, the Teehaus is packed
with visitors. Luckily, the area
around the cafe provides plenty
of green space to throw down a
picnic blanket and relax for the
afternoon. Just stroll back to the
Teehaus when you need a refill.
And if you're bringing kids,
you’re in luck. There’s a play-
ground about 50 yards away that
will help keep them occupied.

ermany

TEEHAUS

After Hours: Teehaus
Address: Hohenheimer
Strasse 119, 70184 Stuttgart.
Hours: Daily from 11 a.m.-11
p.m. March-October; on week-
days during March, April and
October, the cafe is open only
when the weather is deemed
nice, so call first.

Prices: Beers cost 3 euros;
entrees range from 7 euros to

15 euros.
Dress: Casual.
More information: Telephone:
(+49) (0)711-236 7360. Park
along Bopserwaldstrasse,
‘which is directly off Hohen-
heimer Strasse (highway
B-27). There is a sign at the
foot of the steps leading to the
Teehaus.

— John Vandiver

vandiverjohn@stripes.com

Dullness
won’t cut it
in a knife

By Evan S. BENN
The Miami Herald

he metal-on-metal

swoosh-swoosh sound

of cooks honing their

knife blades on steel
rods keeps a near-constant
rhythm in Tom Azar’s kitchen
at the Lauderdale Yacht Club
in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

Keeping knives sharp,
straight and nick-free is a
smarter way to cook than
using dull blades, Azar said.

“You’ll work twice as hard
with a dull knife,” said Azar,
executive chef of the private
Fort Lauderdale club who
formerly cooked at Emeril’s
in Miami Beach and City Hall
the Restaurant in Miami. “A
sharp knife gives you cleaner
cuts,” making you work more
efficiently.

Plus, he said, a blunted
blade can lead to injury-caus-
ing slips.

“A dull knife will hack up
everything,” Azar said.

‘While cutlery experts, res-
taurant chefs and experienced
home cooks suggest routine
DIY touch-ups with a honing
steel and sharpener, they also
recommend periodic profes-
sional sharpenings.

For most at-home cooks,
twice-a-year visits to the
sharpening shop will leave
blades so fresh and fine-tuned
that they remind us what a joy
it is to chop, cube, slice and
dice.

In the market for new
knives?

German and Japanese
brands known for their qual-
ity, value and reliability in-
clude Wusthof, Shun, Zwilling
J.A. Henckels and Global.

And four kinds of blades
that should be in any set are a
chef’s knife, a serrated knife,
a paring knife and santoku
knife.

No matter whether you have
anew set of knives or sharp-
ened old ones, proper storage
can greatly extend their lives.
Keep in mind:

* Keep them out of the
dishwasher.

The harsh detergent and
heavy jostling can damage
and dull knife blades. Instead,
carefully wash with a sponge
using warm, soapy water.

« Don’t leave them soaking.

Someone could get cut by
aknife hidden at the bottom
of a murky pool of dishwater.
Or, other utensils and dishes
could blunt the blade.

« Use the right board.

‘Wooden cutting boards are
most forgiving on knife edges;
acrylic and ceramic dull
blades faster.

« Store separately.

Don’t crowd knives in a
drawer with other utensils;

The Teehaus, a small cafe in the southern part of Stuttgart,
Germany, offers drinks and food and a great view of the city.

they’ll get damaged. Keep
knives in a wooden block
holder or a wall-mounted
magnetic strip.

The Teehaus offers outdoor seating where insrs can enjoy regional
dishes, such as Spitzle (small noodles) and Maultaschen (filled
ravioli-like pasta).
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A genius in summer

Relative of Toulouse-Lautrec shows chateau he visited as a child

By LEAH LARKIN
Special to Stars and Stripes

t was two days before her
89th birthday, but she had
the vitality of someone
much younger. Tiny, frail
and slightly hunchbacked, she
charged up the long staircases as
we followed. Nicole-Berangere
Tapie de Celeyran is a distant
cousin of the famous post-im-
pressionist painter Henri de
Toulouse-Lautrec.

This year marks the 150th
anniversary of the birth of the
artist whose cabaret posters
have become synonymous with
Paris and Montmartre, the area
of Paris famous for its bohemian
lifestyle and the haunt of artists,
writers and philosophers in the
late 1800s.

Tapie de Celeyran’s passion
is giving tours of her home,
Chateau du Bosc in the Midi-
Pyrénées region of southwestern
France. The young artist spent
summers with his family in the
medieval chateau whose centu-
ries-old furnishings and decor
are still intact. She led us from
the kitchen, where she pointed
out Toulouse-Lautrec’s sketches
on the wall, upstairs to a lavish
salon and dining room, a bed-
room, hallways and then into the
garden. She had plenty to tell us
about her famous relative, stories
passed on from her grandmother
and other ancestors who knew
the artist.

“I'love to talk. I want to pre-
serve this house, the spirit of the
family,” she said. She also wants
the opportunity to show Tou-
louse-Lautrec mementoes and
correct misconceptions about the
legendary artist.

Toulouse-Lautrec’s father
and uncles often went hunting.

PHotos BY Lean LaRKIN/Special to Stars and Stripes
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Madame Nicole-Berangere Tapie de Celeyran shows sketches by Toulouse-Lautrec at Chateau du Bosc,
where he spent childhood summers, near Albi, France. She is a distant cousin of the artist, below.

They’d come back
after an outing and
relate tales of their
adventures. Young
Toulouse-Lautrec
would sit on the floor,
using coal from the
fireplace to make
drawings of their
exploits, she said.

In his bedroom,
the floor scattered
with toys, she
pointed out a boat he
had made after his
accident. He was a sickly child
who fractured both thigh bones

in falls at the ages
of 13 and 14. The
breaks never healed
properly, and his
legs stopped grow-
ing. She showed us
marks on the wall

in one room where
his height had been
recorded each year.
It stopped at 1 meter
52 (4 feet 9 inches).
In another room she
pointed out menus
that Toulouse-Lau-
trec, who was passionate about
cuisine, had embellished with his

Toulouse-Lautrec’s artwork adorns a room of the Toulouse-Lautrec Museum in Albi. The artist was born
in Albi, and this year marks the 150th anniversary of his birth.

drawings.

It was all fascinating, espe-
cially told by this delightful and
amazing woman, and perfect
background for a visit to the
Toulouse-Lautrec Museum in the
nearby town, Albi, where the art-
ist was born in 1864. He was an
alcoholic and died at the age of
37 from complications of alcohol-
ism and syphilis.

More than 1,000 of his works
— paintings, lithographs, draw-
ings, as well as the famous post-
ers, most donated by his family
— are on display in the Albi
museum, which has the largest
collection of his works in the
world.

“What is important in a paint-
ing is the person. Landscape is
secondary. That was his philoso-
phy,” a museum guide said. He
painted psychological portraits,
and he understood advertising,
hence the posters, she explained.

The museum is housed in the
Palais de la Berbie, built in the
13th century next to Albi’s cathe-

collections, the museum has
works of ancient art, archaeologi-
cal pieces and modern art.

Albi is a UNESCO World Heri-
tage site perched on the banks of
the Tarn River, which is spanned
by an 11th century bridge. With
the spires of its mighty cathedral
dominating the skyline, it almost
seems too picture-perfect.

It was in Albi during the 13th
century that a crusade was
launched against the Cathars,
heretics who had developed their
own version of Christianity,
which was viewed as a threat to
Catholicism. Many were burned
at the stake. Until this time this
part of France had been virtually
independent. After the Albigen-
sian Crusade, it was annexed by
the French crown. The build-
ing of the city’s great cathedral
got underway at the end of the
century and went on for some
200 years.

The cathedral, Ste. Cécile, is
the largest in the world con-
structed of bricks; it is also the
only cathedral in France that is
still completely painted with the
original 15th-century paint still
intact. During the Middle Ages,
the interiors of churches were
painted, although the paint in
most of them has long since van-
ished. It survived here because
the cathedral is very dark. The
architecture is southern Gothic,
a style unique to this part of
France, with no flying buttress-
es, columns or transept.

Another Albi attraction is the
city’s Museum of Miniatures.
Fifty-five miniature rooms are
to be admired, all made by a
79-year-old woman who started
the project 40 years ago. As a
child she wanted a doll house,
but she never got one. So, at 39,
she set out to make her own. It
takes her from six months to a
year to make one room. Down to
the minutest detail — silverware
next to the dinner plates on the
tables, for example — the rooms
are a marvel.

See the sights, then wander
around the pleasant town. The
old districts are full of medieval
splendor — narrow lanes with
ancient brick and half-timbered
houses, flower-bedecked court-
yards, R i 1ce mansions.

dral, and to serve as a resid

for the city’s archbishops. In
addition to the Toulouse-Lautrec

Leah Larkin can be contacted through
her website, leahlarkin.com, or blog
address, talesandtravel.com.
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KNOW & GO: ALBI, FRANCE

Getting there

Albi is 50 miles northeast of
Toulouse, France’s fourth largest
city and the capital of the Midi-
Pyrénées region. There is train
service between the two cities.

Accommodations

The Hotel Mercure Albi Bas-
tides on the banks of the Tarn
River has the perfect location for
admiring — and photographing
— the city. The hotel building,
classified as a historic monu-
ment, was previously a water
mill. Its riverside terrace is ideal
for outdoor dining. See mercure.
com/Albi.

Costs

Chateau du Bosc admission
and tour cost 8 euros. Museum
Toulouse-Lautrec costs 8 euros.
Museum of Miniatures costs S
euros.

Times

* Museum Toulouse-Lautrec,
Palais de la Berbie, open daily
from 9 a.m. until 6 p.m. from
June 21 until Sept. 30. For open-
ing times during other months,
see musee-toulouse-lautrec.com
* Museum of Miniatures, 16
rue Rinaldi, open 10 a.m. to 7
p.m. daily except Thursdays
from April 1 to Sept. 30. Dur-
ing March, October, November
and December, open from 10
a.m. until 6 p.m. daily except

N

For more photos of Toulouse-
Lautrec’s birthplace, go to
stripes.comy/travel/
europe-travel
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Thursdays and Fridays. Closed
January and February.

Food

The restaurant Le Clos Sainte
Cécile, located in a former
school, has excellent food and

a beautiful garden for enjoying
meals under ancient plane trees.
3 rue du Castelviel, Telephone:
(+33) (0)563-381974.

More information
Chateau du Bosc is located in the
town of Naucelle, 30 minutes by
car from Albi. Nicole-Berangere
Tapie de Celeyran gives guided
tours in French only, but tours in
English by other staff members
who know all about Lautrec are
offered year round from 10 a.m.
until 7 p.m. If you visit, you are
sure to meet Tapie de Celeyran,
who loves to welcome visitors.
Telephone: (+33) (0)S 65 69 20
83.

— Leah Larkin

Hotel Am See AR
Kirchenthumbacher St. 36 1
92676 Eschenbach bael

Tel: +49 (0)9645-8444 - Mobil: +49 (0)175-4024023
www.hotelamsee.de - hotelamsee@usa.net

FREE WIRELESS INTERNET ACCESS

Situated on the shore of the RuBweiher

Bavaria-Graf/Vilseck area
§II|L: 1978

Fleischeracherloch 1

gx\w\,‘k‘g@ur&,\fﬁ& 66849 Landstuhl
™ Chinese and Mongolian Buffet 06371-2497
www.pizzeria-salvatore.com

Clina Rzt
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Mongolian GnII Barbecue
Allyou can eat

StraBburger Allee 8 * KL
0631303 7638 - Free parking
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The Only Indoor and Outdoor Mexican
Sports bar in Ktown.
Am Warmfreibad 3 - 67657 Kaiserslautern
Daily Drink & Menu Specials!

sh-Partenkrchen Mainz / Wiesbaden area
¢

Nikolaistr. 8, 92637 Weiden/Opf
Te 0961-33896 Fx.0961-34073 wwwpeling weiden de

PALLAS #=

Pallas Greek Specialties
Unterer Markt 15 92637 Weiden
Tel./Fax: +49 (0)961-431 62

KB's Country &
Western Saloon

Bergre. 4, 9229 Vilseck
09662-7014481
Open Fri 19:00-03:00 Sat 18:00-03:00

Cont - Saywune Cuisine

Hotel Forsthaus by Garmisch
Free Breakfast, Family Apartments,

Ho Tub, Sauna, Dogs Welcome, g
American/German Owned, ===

36 EUR/Person, Double Occupancy, Per Night.

Tel: 08824-9120 - Email: hotel @forsthaus-oberau.de
VAT Forms accepted! www.forsthaus-oberau.de

Am Schoenberg 18 - 92655 Grafenwoehr
www.city-hotel-pension-grafenwoehr.de

Hotel de France

“Historical Boutique Hotel

inWiesbadens Taunusstrage” | 0+

Tel +49 (0)611-95 97 30 J
de Hume e framur

mailecity-hotel-p:
FREE WIRELESS INTERNET ACCESSS
09641-936390

Puliman Stuttgart Fontana
Vollmoellerstr. 5, 70563 Stuttart-Vaihingen
Tel:0711-7300 - Email: h5425@accor.com
www.pullmanhotels.com

Near the beautiful city park, e
close toKelly & Patch Barracks. A perfect plazelm
overnight stays as well as conferences and parties.

VAT Forms accepted / Credit Cards accepted.
Book now! VAT form required,
show your ID card. Book directly

ﬂ onmartiott.com via your Mil code.
wanoensTapy T:+49(0)61228010
F:-+49(0) 6122801 800

M: reservations@courtyard-
wiesbaden.de

Ostiings

Visit Palace Wiechlice in
beautiful poland and ive
likearoyal!

(30 min. from boleslawieq)
el 4868376 86 10
wwwpalacwiechlice.p

ity
WIECHLICE |

www.facebook.com/PalacWiechlice

Open Wed-Mon: Noon-11pm (Tues, Closed)
Call For Reservations / Take Out Orders
Tel.08821-57486

nte-la-mama-garmisch.de

ntal
fﬂtlﬂl Wihelmstasse 52
i
womistons i ﬂj 65183 Wiesbaden
Zugspistasse 27,6467 Cartisch Patenkichen 06113086110

“ENCHLADA -

Holzofen Pizzeria Am Seewog FLRDO MEXICO
Waldstr. 40, 66877, Enchilada - Restaurant Bay Mexicano

(el

combine for
a postcard-
perfect
image of
Albi, France.

Lean Larkin
Special to Stars
and Stripes

Mainz / Wiesbaden area

PAPPELYHAUS
Steinernstrasse 2,
55252 Mainz-Kastel
06134-5649669
Get ourjuicy Irish Angus Burger!

Okinii

Taunus Strasse 22 sushl & orll
65183 Wiesbaden

Tel? 061 1.—23835808 @i“
Villa im Tal

Fine Dining - Events - Catering
Adamstal 4

65195 Wiesbaden
Tel.0611-2386228
www.villaimtal.de

Nassaustrasse 6-8

65719 Hofheim-Wallau
‘ ‘ 06122-4022

WWW.S smokembehbq com

2 ,
Cafe Temptation
*reservations recommended
Wa\ter Hallstein Strasse 5-7

Ramstein-Mi h chiitzenhofstr. 3 65183

Tel: 063719522955 Tel: 0611 450483-50
Fax: 063719522944 wiesbaden@enchilada.com
www.seewoogpizzeria.de www.enchilada.de

QUACK

Gasthaus & Biergarten
Inh. Sascha Gartner
Enterweilerstrae 74
67657 Kaiserslautern
www Quack-kl.de

Tel. 0631/42828

Erich- Ollenhauer- Strasse 106
65199 Wieshaden - Tel. 0611-85834
www.gabriels-restaurant.de

Germany’s Finest Beer and Authentic
German Cuisine
UnitPartes for up to 200 uests

Otto Sufr Ring 27
55252 Mainz-Kastel
Tel.06134-24999
wiww.brauhaus-Castel de

(5 minutes from the
Hainerberg\PX area)
Tel. 0611-6091230
Email: info@cafe-temptation.de
www.cafe-temptation.de

Jodena's Diner
Seerobenstrasse 29

(10 minutes from Hainerberg)
Tel.0611-181763 13
www jodenas-diner.de
Follow us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/jodenas
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THE PACIFIC EXPER
DO THIS: See Godzilla in Tokyo

Now through Aug. 31, see a
one-seventh scale model of
Godzilla on the lawn at Tokyo
Midtown. Godzilla “performs”
for three minutes every 30
minutes from 7-9 p.m. The
event is free. For more:
tokyo-midtown.com/en.

Norio Muroi/Stars and Stripes.

Swizuo KameavasHi/AP

Cooling off

A boy plays in a pool at Toshimaen Amusement Park
in Tokyo on Aug. 3. The pool is open through Sept. 7.
It has different pools, including a diving pool with one-
and three-meter diving boards and a 50-meter pool
for competitive swimmers, and Hydro Polis, a huge
complex of slides and tubes. For a list of water parks
and pools in Japan, check out: tinyurl.com.q9I2npw.

OFF BASE

Events are as accurate as possible at press
time. Since fimes or event schedules can
change, please verify events before atending.

Japan
TOMIOKA HACI SHRINE

yen adulis, 600 yen kids, free ages 3 &
younger; http://h-i-d.co.jp/art/exhibition.
Okinawa

OOGUSUKU TUG-OF-WAR

FESTIVAL (Tokyo): Aug. 13-17; includes
a Shinto object of worship carried in a
portable shrine on Friday, 53 portable
shrines in a procession at Tomioka
Hachimangu Shrine on Sunday and more.
NATURE’S BEST PHOTOGRAPHY
JAPAN (K fo

: Aug. 16, 6:30 p.m.; more
than 200 local residents compete in tug-of-
war at Oogusuku Shuraku Center, Nanjo
city; free.

South Korea
SEOUL INTERNATIONAL NEWMEDIA

Aug. 14-17, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; featuring
award-winning photos from Nature's Best
Photography Contest, along with photos

: Aug. 7-15; Kored’s first and
leading art festival of alternative videos,
featuring visual and movie image arts
to the public; Media Theaer -Gong,

from the useum;

Red Brick Warehouse; free.

ECO EDO NIHONBASHI ART
AQUARIUM 2014 (Tokyo): Through
Sept. 23, 11 a.m.7 p.m. daytime

version and 7-11 p.m. evening version;
5,000 goldfish in water with the theme

of Seeking Cool Air with Edo-Period
(1603-1868) Styled Practices; Coredo
Muromachi, Nihobashi Mitsui Hall; 1,000

] Cinema, Seoul
Art Spuce-Seo?yo, Post Theater, Yogiga
Expression Galley, The Medium, C Cloud,
Kuchu Camp; Hongil University Station
(Seoul Subway Line 2), Exit 8 or 9; www.
nemaf.net/main.
MUAN WHITE LOTUS FESTIVAL
(Jeollannam-do): Aug. 14-17; rare
snow-white lotus flowers in Muan as well
as lotusthemed activities; eng.muan.go.kr.

Pacific

OKTOBERFESTS
IN JAPAN

OKTOBERFEST 2014 MAKUHARI
(Chiba prefecture): Through Aug.
10, 4-10 p.m., until 11 a.m. Sat. and
Sun.; faste German beers and hear live
music; Toyosuna Koen, 17-minute walk
from JR Kaihin Makuhari Station on
Keiyo Line.

OKTOBERFEST 2014 OHI
(Tokyo): Aug. 11-16; German

beers and live music at Ohi Horse
Race Track, two-minute walk from

Ohi Keibajo-mae Station on Tokyo
Monorail; 100 yen admission.
OKTOBERFEST 2014

p.m., 11 am
Sat. and Sun.;
taste German
beers, hear live
music in Shiba
Park close to
Tokyo Tower.

’ Looking for even more to do? For additional events, concerts and activities, go to stripes.com/military-life



Friday, August 8, 2014 *STARS AND STRIPES®

SEIRREL AT

Pace 33

WEEKEND: TRAVEL

ON BASE

Events are as accurate as possible at
press fime. Since fimes or event schedules
can change, please verify events before
aftending:

Japan

Register at Ranger Gym at Atsugi
for the 2014 Sprint Style Triathlon
— 500-meter swim/17 km
cycle/5K run — to be held

Sept. 6. Enjoy a Japanese baseball
game Aug. 15 with transportation
provided by Atsugi ITT. On Aug.
31, take a tour of Asahi Beer, Saijo
Temple & Odawara Castle with
Atsugi ITT. Head to the beach with
Camp Fuji Trips and Recreafion on
Aug. 10. Yokosuka Tours has a
Mount Fuji sightseeing trip Aug. 23
and another on Aug. 24 for Mount
Fuji family hiking. It also has a

tour to Hakone on Aug. 30. Climb
Mount Fuji with Camp Zama
Outdoor Recreation Center on Aug.

Snorkel Aug. 23 with whale
sharks with Kadena’s Outdoor
Recreation. Or snorkel at
Futou Beach with Camp Zama
Outdoor Recreation Center on
Sept. 6.

23. Or enjoy free time at Mount
Takao on Sept. 14 or visit Tsukiji
Fish Market on Sept. 20.

Guam

Movies at Hotspot at Andersen
Air Force Base include
“Madagascar: Escape

Courtesy of Asakusa Sightseeing Association

DRIFTING ALONG: Asakusa Summer Night Festival
Lanterns cast from Sumida Park Shinsui Terrace float on the Sumida River. The festival in Tokyo is

6:30-8 p.m. Aug. 16. Itis 1,500 yen to float a lantern. of the month.

-

- Traveling
on Orders?

Save Navy's Dollars...
Stay At NGIS!

Navy Gateway Inns and Suites
The official and preferred lodging choice for all TDY travelers offers :
* Proiessionally managed, comiortable accommodations
* Convenient locations near work assignments

and base amenities
* A welcoming atmosphere and stellar customer service

Make your individual er group reservations now!

Eabesne
nterne
Access!

* Active duty and retired military,
reservists, NAF and Dol) employees
* Sponsored friends and lamilies

* Business/TDY guests on official travel
* Space-avallable travelers
(no orders required)

Planning a meeting, conference or catered event?
We can help! Talk to our managers.

Creating comfortable guest
services for those we serve:
Today and Tomorrow!

11-877-NAVY-BED (628-
or www.dodlodging net

Several installations have trips to Mount
Fuji. The site closes for climbing at the end

to Africa,” PG, at Arc
Light Park on Aug. 9;
“Insidious,” PG, at the
base theater on Aug.
22; and “Smurfs 2,”
PG, at Arc Light Park
on Aug. 23.

Okinawa

Camps Foster,
Courtney and
Kinser have frips o
Shuri Castle & Naha

AP on Aug. 17.
To see your events
here: SSPEDTlibrary@

stripes.com.

To Make Reservations:
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Find a thrill in canyoning, rafting and nature tours i

By Eric Guzman
Stars and Stripes

f you need to get away from

the electronic buzz of down-

town Tokyo, head north.

Just one hour from Tokyo

station via the bullet train,
Japan’s Canyons Tours offer
canyoning, rafting, and nature
tours — a perfect way to escape
the city and the August heat, all
while spending some refreshing
time in the woods.

Half-day and full-day tours
of varying degrees of thrill and
physical difficulty are avail-
able, depending on your sense of
adventure.

The action-packed Fox Canyon
tour — the most popular tour
package — runs for half of a day
and consists of several water ob-
stacles, most notably a 20-meter
waterfall jump that’s sure to give
any adrenaline junkie his or her
fix for the day.

The Fox Canyon tour begins
with a quick safety speech, and
is followed by a backward float
down a one-meter drop to get
participants used to the water’s
temperature and the sensation
of falling — something that will
come in handy in the not too
distant future.

After a series of smaller drops
and rock slides, participants
reach the 20-meter waterfall.
The instructors are very reas-
suring and are quick to calm any
guests concerned with making
the plunge.

Though it seems to last forever,
the fall isn’t as bad as one might
think. Apart from dangling
over the edge of the waterfall
by a rope for a moment, it’s over
pretty quickly.

Back at the base camp, there
are freshly grilled foods, soft
drinks and beers available for
purchase. The ribs are top notch
and a very welcome sight after a
day of exhausting canyoning.

Some groups tackle the course
in a very entertaining mix of
English and Japanese speak-
ers, communicating in yelps
and gargles as the water tosses
them about, but there are always
instructors that speak either lan-
guage attached to each group.

Wearing a swimsuit is en-
couraged, and a combination
of goggles and contact lenses
is recommended over wearing
eyeglasses.

Changing rooms are open
areas with benches and wall
lockers, and the showers are
communal with no walls. Bring
your own towels.

The price of the tour includes
gear rentals, a tour guide, a
group photo and insurance.

Tours can accommodate
groups as small as two people
and as large as 24. Participants
must be age 13 or older.

Guzman.eric@stripes.com

Wet and wild

[]

¥

PHotos Y Eric Guzman/Stars and Stripes

A Japanese thrill-seeker gets ready to slide down a waterfall during a canyoning tour in Gunma, Japan. Adventurers can choose among
Canyon Tours’ canyoning, rafting and nature tours. The company has four locations in Japan.

¥

Triumphant ur members mug for the camera on a bus, above, and
in the water after a day of canyoning in Gunma, Japan.

KNOW & GO

DIRECTIONS

Canyons Minakami: 45 Yubiso
Minakami-machi Tone-gun
Gunma, Japan 379-1727.

By train, Tokyo Station to
Jomo-Kogen Station. A shuttle is
available from the train station.
There also is free parking.

TIMES

Canyoning season begins
April 26 and ends October 27.

COSTS

Trips cost 8,000 yen (about

ry i

Canyons tour guides give visitors
an overview of the day’s events
to avoid any surprises.

$78) from May through June
and 9,000 yen from July to
September.

NOTE

The trips are physically
demanding as most require a
lenghty hike to access the start of
the canyon. Pregnant women are
not allowed on the tours.

INFORMATION

Telephone: 0278-72-2811;
web: canyons jp/en (in English)

— Eric Guzman

2

o
JAPAN

Bev SchiLuNG/Stars and Stripes

To see canyoners in action,
check out the video at
stripes.com/go/japancanyon

Ly
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SIOOUTITINOrEd

PHotos By THEoDORE Kim/The Washington Post

The author’s mother, Duckja Kim, walks in the fields of Wolseong Park in Gyeong-ju, South Korea. The region is home to temples and sites linked to the ancient Silla Kingdom.

My absent-minded father led me through his homeland, and | lived through it

By THEODORE Kim
The Washington Post

hink of the most put-to-
gether traveler you can
imagine. James Bond
with a tux and a pass-
port, perhaps. Then picture the
exact opposite. That’s my dad.

George Kim is the ill-prepared
tourist with the giant camera
slung around his neck who
always seems one turn away
from navigational disaster. Once,
when I was young, we were on
our way home to New Jersey
from Connecticut and somehow
ended up in the Catskills.

Don’t get me wrong. Dad is a
sharp guy at 72, a retired electri-
cal engineer who now teaches
entrepreneurship classes. But his
long-standing absent-minded-
ness is why I had put off travel-
ing to my parents’ homeland of
Korea despite Dad’s nagging.
1If you don’t speak Korean, or
don’t speak it well (like me), you
need a tour guide to experience
the country properly, especially
beyond Seoul. I finally mustered
the courage, and booked the trip.

It was a first-time pilgrimage
for me. It was also a milestone
for my parents. They immigrated
to the United States in the late
1960s, but they’ve spent a good
chunk of the past seven years in
South Korea, and I was the first
of their four adult children to
visit.

The plan was for my father
and me to spend about a week
seeing Seoul, Busan and Pohang,
aport city in the east where my
parents live. That’s where my
father teaches at Handong Global
University, a Christian school.
My mother would join us there.

Not surprisingly, things didn’t
start out well. Dad was two hours
late picking me up at the airport
when I arrived. We spent another

hour trying to find his car
in the airport parking
lot. Then we got lost
on the way to our
Seoul hotel.
By the time
we checked
in, I was
hungry and
deliriously
jet-lagged.
Thankfully,

it took only 90
minutes or so
for Dad to settle
on a place to eat.

Discovering the
Korea of my parents’
younger days also seemed
hard at first. On our first morn-
ing in Seoul, Dad and I sat at an
outdoor table sipping Starbucks
coffee. I scanned the signs
around us: Outback Steakhouse,
Dunkin’ Donuts, California Pizza
Kitchen.

But Dad helped reveal the
past. At Seoul Plaza, a green
space in the city center, he
pointed out a number of chips in
the bricks of the older buildings
— bullet holes left over from the
Korean War.

Dad was 8 when North Korean
tanks rolled down Sejong-daero,
amain Seoul thoroughfare,
and surrounded the plaza. He
recalled the tidy lines of soldiers,
the helpless civilians and the
popping gunfire as militia from
both sides ravaged the city. He
and his family fled south, even-
tually to Busan, until the war
ended.

Nearby Gyeongbokgung
Palace, one of Korea’s national
treasures, has also suffered an
unfortunate history. It was all
but leveled during the 20th-cen-
tury Japanese occupation and re-
mains under restoration. To say
that Dad holds grudges against
both North Korea and Japan

drive to Pohang, the country-
side opened up before us.
Beyond Seoul, much of
Korea is mountain-
ous. I followed our
progress on Google
Maps — both out
of curiosity and
to make sure that
we wouldn’t take
awrong turn and
end up in China.
Space is ata
premium in much of

the coun-
The author's Y and
father, the }"olllng
Kim, stands in :&ﬁzﬂne
front of Gyeonghokgung i
Palace in Seoul, South Korea. as a bit
claustro-
phobic.

would be an understatement.

A few blocks southeast, off a
street called Ujeongguk-ro, was
another precious site — the for-
mer location of the small house
where Dad had lived as a child.

The property has since been
leveled, and the site now houses
the Central Buddhist Museum.
Next door is the Jogye Temple,
one of the most famous Buddhist
sites in Korea. Dad told me how
he and his friends would peer
over his backyard fence and
mischievously throw rocks at
the temple’s roof lights, trying to
shatter them. They sometimes
succeeded.

We wandered around the
nearby sites, including the
sprawling Changdeokgung Pal-
ace and grounds, where my par-
ents went on dates after the war.
Dad then took me down some
narrow streets where he had
walked when he was young. The
roads were all dirt back then,
he remembered. He would often
play with his toys in the mud, or
sometimes just with the mud.

As we set off on the five-hour

Every piece of developable land
is spoken for, often by high-rise
apartment buildings, while
unsightly high-tension wires
crisscross the hilltops like skeins
of yarn. The smog is thick in
spots, some coming from Seoul
but much from China.

It was after dark when we
arrived in coastal Pohang. We
joined up with Mom and ate at a
unique restaurant where you boil
your own beef soup and roll your
own spring rolls.

Pohang’s main drag stretched
along a boardwalk that smelled
of sulfur. On the horizon, I could
make out what appeared to be a
large neon city. But Dad ex-
plained that this mini-Las Vegas
‘was something else entirely:
the Posco steel plant, one of the
world’s largest, gussied up to
make it more palatable to look at.

Later, we headed an hour
south to Gyeong-ju. The area is
full of temples and sites linked
to the ancient Silla Kingdom,
one of three that controlled the
peninsula around the time of
the Roman Empire. At Anapji, a

Silla palace site with a tranquil
artificial pond, Mom overheard
people speaking Korean. She told
me that they had a thick country
accent, but the difference didn’t
penetrate my wooden ears.

By the time we reached Busan,
my exasperation with Dad was
growing again. The booming
resort city on Korea’s southern
coast, with its spaghetti bowl of
streets, didn’t help.

Dad cautiously drove at half
the speed limit. At one point, we
somehow found our way into a
dead end next to a pier with no
railings. The situation compelled
Dad to perform a risky K-turn
maneuver that brought us just
several feet from plunging into
the East Sea. And though a tor-
rential rainstorm had descended,
Dad had his heart set on more
sightseeing. Halfway down the
slippery steps to the seaside
Haedongyonggung Temple, Mom
and I went back to the car.

At Jagalchi Fish Market, a
pungent, chaotic shock to the
senses, we walked past crowded,
smelly stands selling mackerel,
tuna, octopus, eel, sea urchins,
oysters and some of the largest
crabs I've ever seen. Vendors
sliced up that morning’s catch
and served it up on plates along
with fresh wasabi. I could have
easily spent hours there with
Dad and Mom, snapping photos
of the fishy maelstrom.

But I had a bullet train to
catch. Before long, I'd be speed-
ing on the KTX back to Seoul
and eventually home.

At the train station, I hugged
Mom goodbye. Then Dad and I
went inside. He made sure I was
on the right train and helped me
find my track. We headed to the
main hall to say our goodbyes.
As we parted and he walked off, T
realized that he had been, in fact,
the perfect tour guide for me.
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Notes of gratitude

Clapton says thank you to Cale with ‘The Breeze’ b

By Caris TALBOTT
The Associated Press

or Eric Clapton, the early 1970s
were filled with drug addiction,
personal difficulties and growing
dissatisfaction with music.

Singer-songwriter JJ Cale rescued him
and gave him a direction, although the man
known as the main architect of the highly
influential Tulsa Sound didn’t know Clapton
at the time.

“I went into that dark period in my life
and was just absent, and about that time
some of JJ’s early stuff was coming
out,” the 69-year-old rock musician
said. “ ... I definitely was trying to
shake off this guitar legend thing,
‘which I thought was so plebian.

It was such a pedestrian way of
looking at things. I didn’t want
anything to do with that. I didn’t
want anything to do with this heavy
metal (expletive) that was going on. I
can’t stand the noise. I wanted to kind of
see the virtuosity, I wanted to get back to
fundamentals, and he was a fundamentalist
for sure. And so he was my beacon.”

Cale died last July at 74. Although
he didn’t have a major hit as a
performer, he wrote some
of rock 'n’ roll’s most
identifiable songs.
Lynyrd Sky-
nyrd had
one of its
biggest
hits
with

Eric
Clapton
Courtesy of
Guitar Center

“Call Me the Breeze,” and Clapton took
“After Midnight” and “Cocaine” to No. 1.
Cale’s music continues to inspire and
push Clapton in powerful ways, something
Clapton marked with the recent release of
“The Breeze: An Appreciation of JJ Cale,” a
16-track thesis study in Cale’s career.
Clapton was struck by the idea on a 12-
hour flight to Cale’s funeral, and planned it
out in a burst of inspiration.
He thought he’d do the album for himself,
and if he never released it,
so be it. But he met Don
White, one of the first
band leaders to hire
Cale, at the funeral
and invited him to
record a song. Once
White was on board,
Clapton decided to
open it up to other
friends, and brought
in Willie Nelson,
Tom Petty, Mark
Knopfler and
John Mayer

with
drum-

mer Jim
Keltner
and bassist Nathan East serving as the
rhythm section.

All were influenced by Cale’s distinctive
sound in some way or another.

“All through the ’70s it was JJ, it was
Bob Marley, it was Stevie Wonder,” Clapton
said in a phone interview. “Those were the
places where I knew there was safe, real,
creative stuff, and for me out of those guys
he was the one I felt I could come closest to
if I wanted to follow that trail.”

Cale’s sound — a deceptively simple
shuffle imbued with an irresistible driving
groove hammered together at a cultural
crossroads where rock, country, blues and
Jjazz cohabitated peacefully — is easily
identifiable. A knowledgeable listener can
hear his sonic fingerprints all over modern
rock ’n’ roll. Few can reproduce his vibe
— a swirling light-dark mix of up-all-night
adrenaline and late-morning regrets.

Clapton has included a Cale cover on most
of his albums, and they teamed up for “The
Road to Escondido” in 2006. “The Breeze”

includes many of Cale’s most r i

Eric Clapton
& Friends

The Breeze: An Appreciation
of JJ Cale (Surfdog)

Eric Clapton calls his new
album of J.J. Cale songs an
appreciation rather than a
tribute, and that word choice
gets at the appealingly modest
vibe of this record.

In spite of cameos by heavy-
hitting guitar guys like Tom
Petty, Mark Knopfler and
John Mayer, “The Breeze:

An Appreciation of JJ Cale”
— which honors the roots-
music cult hero who died last
year — dispenses with the
grandstanding that bogs down
most tribute albums; it sounds
more like the product of an
impromptu jam session.

Clapton opens this disc with
“Call Me the Breeze,” which
Lynyrd Skynyrd turned into a
hit. But he otherwise sidesteps
Cale’s best-known songs,
focusing instead on gems such
as the taut, funky “Rock and
Roll Records” and the delicate
“Magnolia,” with a beautifully
understated vocal by Mayer.

Willie Nelson turns up for a
pair of acoustic country tunes,
“Songbird” and “Starbound,”
while Knopfler’s singing in
“ day” d rates how

songs and three unreleased cuts culled
from the numerous recordings that Cale
never included on an album.

Although he never got to know Cale
as well as he would have liked, Clapton
said he still needed to say thank you.

“I prefer to think of him as my older
brother, in a way, the older brother I
didn’t really have,” he said. “ ... Musi-
cally it just seemed like we came out
of the same place.”

much he was pulling from
Cale in Dire Straits. Clapton
and Mayer keep their solo-
ing to a tasteful minimum in
“Don’t Wait,” which fades out
after a quick 22 minutes.
Does it sound like I'm con-
gratulating a bunch of rock
stars simply for restraining
themselves? I suppose I am.
But like Cale’s unique charm,
that’s a rare occurrence worth
celebrating.
— Mikael Wood
Los Angeles Times

6 seconds to stardom: Vine star Mendes hits pop charts

By MEesrIN FERADU
The Associated Press

ix seconds isn’t a long time, but
Vine superstar Shawn Mendes
made the time count when post-
ing cover songs on the social
media platform.

The teen singer says he would pick the
hits he would cover — and the sections
of the tracks — and post them on Vine to
showcase his talents and grab positive
attention.

“You’d think, ‘I don’t understand why
the kid has so many followers because it’s
only six seconds. How are you supposed to
know if he’s any good at six seconds?’ But
there’s an art behind getting people to be
intrigued because you only have six or six
and a half seconds to impress people,” he
said in a recent interview.

Mendes, 16, secured a following on
Vine, where he had 300,000 fans awaiting
his posts. Record labels caught wind of his
strong social media presence.

“Island Records was the first record
label to ... acknowledge me,” said Mendes,
‘who signed with the label. “After that,
quickly Republic Records, and then At-
lantic Records, Sony Records and Warner
Bros. It was all the labels at once. It was
absolutely insane, like, knowing that this

many record labels were interested in
me.”

Mendes’ social-media stardom — he
has 2.8 followers on Vine and 1.3 million
followers on Twitter — is translating to
the pop charts: His single, the ballad “Life
of the Party,” debuted at No. 24 on the
Billboard Hot 100 last month, selling an
impressive 148,000 tracks.

He recently released a four-song,
self-titled EP and is on tour with Austin
Mabhone and Fifth Harmony.

Mendes began posting clips on Vine last
year from his home in Canada, starting
with a cover of Justin Bieber’s “As Long
as You Love Me.” His manager, Andrew
Gertler, discovered the singer after
searching YouTube for covers of A Great
Big World’s “Say Something.” He imme-
diately sent the clip to Ziggy Chareton, an
A&R manager at Island Records.

“I never really looked at Vine as a re-
source to find talent,” Chareton said.

“We knew the social following was
there, but he had never sold a song
before,” Gertler added. “Coming to New
York and seeing that girls were showing
up to his hotel and seeing that these num-
bers online were translating to physical
people was when we were kind of like,
‘OK, this is getting serious.””

Chareton said Mendes’ sound will

echo Ed Sheeran, John Mayer and
OneRepublic.

“I want this to be the complete antith-
esis of Austin Mahone. Even though he’s

him onstage with 30 background dancers,
pyrotechnics and records produced and
having features from Nicki Minaj,” he
said.

going on tour with him to kind of garner
that same demographic and fan base, we
want quality records,” he said.

Some people have likened Mendes to
Bieber, a Canadian teen who had a
breakthrough on the Univer-
sal Music Group label.
Chareton said he’s OK
with the compari-
son, but notes that
fans should also
expect something
different.

“I take no of-
fense to that because
(Bieber) became
extremely success-
ful, but the one thing I
will say about Shawn is
you’re never going to see

Canadian teenager
Shawn Mendes parlayed
his social-media stardom
into a contract with
Island Records.

DRew GURIAN, INVISION/AP
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Jenny Lewis opens
up on “T'he Voyager’

By MixaeL Woop

Los Angeles Times

enny Lewis vowed she’d never return to California’s San
Fernando Valley, at least not to live.
The area was too closely linked to her childhood in

Van Nuys, Calif. — to her experience as a young actor
(in late-'80s artifacts like “Mr. Belvedere” and “Troop Beverly
Hills”) and to her complicated relationship with her parents.
And it was too far from the Eastside neighborhoods where
Lewis later established herself as an important figure in L.A’s
music scene, first with her band Rilo Kiley and then on her
own.

Yet there she was on a recent afternoon, sitting in the dining
room of her hillside home in Studio City, as she and her boy-
friend, singer-songwriter Johnathan Rice, discussed options
for oysters on Ventura Boulevard.

“As soon as I bought it, I had a panic attack,” she said of the
house, a stylishly woodsy number filled with books, records
and vintage musical gear. “I remember pitching an AeroBed
in the living room and thinking, ‘This is the worst mistake I've
ever made. I'm back in the Valley.””

It’s nerve-wracking, perhaps, but confronting old troubles is
precisely what Lewis, 38, does on her superb new solo album,
“The Voyager,” which came out last week to rave reviews.
Failed romances, Rilo Kiley’s breakup, the death of her es-
tranged father — the singer addresses them all in songs that

blend bruising introspection with a sly
sense of humor.
But though the material can be heavy
— “When I look at myself, all I can see/
I'm just another lady without a baby,”
she sings in “Just One of the Guys”
— the music shimmers with weightless
melodies and grooves that recall classic
California pop by the Eagles and Fleet-
wood Mac.
“Jenny’s songwriting skills are right
up there with the best,” said Lenny
‘Waronker, the veteran producer known
. for his work with Randy Newman and
lenny Lewis James Taylor, among others. “This could
The Voyager De arecord that reaches out to lots of
(Warner Bros. Records) Kinds of people,” he said. i
Lewis built a devoted following almost
immediately with Rilo Kiley, which she formed in the late
’90s with another former child actor, Blake Sennett. Beloved
by indie rock aesthetes for its crafty hooks and brainy lyrics,
the band went on to release four albums and even toured with
Coldplay. During breaks, though, Lewis dabbled with other
musicians, singing on the hit debut by the Postal Service and
putting out her first solo record, “Rabbit Fur Coat,” in 2006.
Her next one, 2008’s “Acid Tongue,” featured collaborations
with Elvis Costello and Zooey Deschanel.

“Everybody loves Jenny,” said Benmont Tench, a member
of Tom Petty’s band, The Heartbreakers, who plays organ on
“The Voyager.” “You can’t mention her in town without getting
a positive response.”

Yet mainstream stardom never quite materialized, even
as younger L.A. acts Lewis had clearly influenced — such as
Haim, whose Danielle Haim once played guitar in Lewis’ live

band — began catching on at Top 40 radio.

At her house, Lewis dismissed the idea that she’d blazed
some kind of trail for artists eager to move beyond indie
rock’s famously disheveled vibe. She also seemed uncom-

fortable with the notion that “The Voyager” represents her
conscious bid for a larger audience.

But there’s no denying the care she put into the record. Some of
the songs on “The Voyager,” she said, date back several years to right after
Rilo Kiley’s dissolution in 2011; she’d recorded “tons of versions” in various
settings but wasn’t satisfied with the results.

Finally, Lewis took up with Ryan Adams, the alt-country singer-song-
writer, at his Pax-Am Studio in Hollywood. There they remade the tunes,
working quickly but attentively with a crew of top-notch L.A. players in
an effort to capture a wide-open quality that didn’t feel generi

“Ineeded an outside person to help me get there,” Lewis said, in
part because (unlike her previous solo records) “The Voyager” had
no clear-cut recording concept. Rather than taking pains to dif-
ferentiate the music from Rilo Kiley, she was simply trying to
“make the best possible record I could make.” And within
minutes at Pax-Am, she said, “I knew that this had that
magic.”
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By Davip L. ULiN
Los Angeles Times

t’s tempting to frame Anya Ulinich’s
“Lena Finkle’s Magic Barrel” in terms
of its antecedents: Bernard Malamud
and Anton Chekhov, on the one hand,

both of whom are referenced in the narrative,
and on the other, graphic novelists such as
Marjane Satrapi and Harvey Pekar, whose
work is rich, allusive and (perhaps most
important) alive with words.

‘What’s more accurate, however, is that
“Lena Finkle’s Magic Barrel” has no ante-
cedents, that it transcends its influences so
thoroughly it creates a form, a language, all

its own. Ulinich wrote a previous (non-
graphic) novel, 2007’s “Petropolis,” which
tells the story of a Russian mail-order
bride named Sasha Goldberg, who ends up
in Brooklyn by way of Arizona. Some-
thing of a similar set of migrations is at
play here, but don’t let that mislead you:
This new book is a departure in nearly
every way.
Most obvious, of course, is its status as
a graphic novel, the interplay of words
and images through which so much of the
narrative unfolds. Ulinich has an MFA in painting
from the University of California and has done her
share of portrait work and illustration,
but this is a different
order of magnitude.
Then there is the
story, narrated by a
woman, Lena, very
much like the author
— late 30s, a novel-
ist who came

to the United

States from
Moscow as a
divorced mother

of two daughters,
living and teach-
ing in Brooklyn.
Gone is the satirical
edge of Ulinich’s
first book, replaced
with a relentless drive
toward revelation, a
metaphorical mortifi-
cation of the flesh.

“If 'm going to be
an American novelist,”
Lena tells her mother
after the State Depart-
ment offers to send her

back to Russia on a cultural
exchange program, “I'd bet-
ter write my next American
novel.”

“Lena Finkle’s Magic Bar-

rel” is that novel, a kind of
social fiction in comics form.
The simplest way to describe

it is to say that it’s about Lena’s
efforts to reconcile herself to
sex and love (through OkCupid,
among other contemporary
intercessions), but that doesn’t
do justice to the complexity of
what Ulinich has in mind.

Rather, “Lena Finkle’s Magic
Barrel” works as something

of a confessional, a series of
notebooks that excavate its
protagonist’s life and psyche from

garbage!
reality:
already did well a hundred years

In that sense, “Lena Finkle’s Magic Barrel” can be
regarded as a declaration of independence for charac-
ter and (perhaps) author alike.

‘Lena Finkle’s Magic Barrel’
conjures new literary form

of her apartment block, incidents that have a lot to do
with inability to connect.

This is the power of the graphic novel, that it not
only tells but also shows us, that by integrating images
into the narrative, it draws us into Lena’s experience
with the force of memory. Ulinich highlights this with
her drawing, which merges elements of sketch and
crayon into a style that is naturalistic and impression-
istic at once.

For the most part, she forgoes panels in favor of
1 or half-page images, and
throughout, she uses the de-
vice of a notebook, complete
with lined paper and recre-
ated spiral rings, to bring the
process of her storytelling to
life. The effect is that of see-
ing her working drafts —a
useful strategy because so
much of the book deals with
her efforts to find a through
line, to make sense of the
disparate pieces of her life.
“I’'m going to write about
you,” she announces late in

LENA
EINKLE’S

MAGIC
BARREL

the novel to a man known only as the Orphan, a trust
funder in full retreat from his privilege with whom
she’s fallen in love. “You won’t be able to,” he re-
sponds, “... (b)ecause you’ll turn me into a stereotype
like the characters in those mean satires you like.”
It’s hard, reading that, not to think about “Petropo-
1is,” a point Ulinich makes explicit by giving Lena
a failed second novel, which flutters through the
background of the story like an albatross. “Novels are
so stupid!” she laments. “With their plots,
deliberate as garbage truck
routes,

and character
development, steady as garbage
collection. ... Look at these three hundred pages of

What does this ‘realism’ have to do with
‘Why keep trying to do, badly, what Tolstoy
07

the inside. We learn about her
upbringing in Russia, her infatua-
tion there with a boy named Alik,
with whom she has remained in
touch. We witness, in subtle yet

chilling detail, the two times she
was abused as a child in the elevator

Throughout the book, we see Lena’s most mundane
and intimate interactions: making dinner for her
daughters, riding the bus, wrestling with her self-
loathing, her self-doubt. We observe her in all her
flawed and glorious humanity. Even when she is mak-
ing a mistake, we empathize with her desire for tran-
scendence and her understanding that transcendence

is another illusion, that the quotidian is all we get.
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NEW ON DVD

“Divergent”: This is the latest in a string
of movies based on a popular young adult
novel — a fact that works against the film. A
young woman (Shailene Woodley) finds her-
self in the middle of a war between factions
in a future world. Similarities to other mov-
ies and big questions about the story pile up
so high the only thing that can save the film
is the chemistry between the main charac-
ters. Woodley turns in a solid performance
as the young woman facing major changes
in her life. And Theo James is a dashing
guardian to his young charge (maybe a tiny
bit too young for him). There just aren’t any
sparks when they get together. It looks at a
world filled with five factions: Abnegation,
Amity, Candor, Dauntless and Erudite. For
this review, Candor seems the best way to
go: This is a film that will please fans of the
book. It’s not bad, but it feels too familiar
and lacks on-screen chemistry for it to win
over those who haven’t read the book.

SummiT ENTERTAINMENT/AP

Shailene Woodley, left, and Theo James star
in the DVD release “Divergent.

“Californication: The Final Season”: The
last 12 episodes of the Showtime comedy se-
ries continue the wild ride that has been the
life of Hank Moody (David Duchovny). His
portrayal of the flawed novelist has featured
enough emotional highs and sexual lows to
earn Duchovny a Golden Globe. Through
each season, Moody has tried to adjust to
being a New Yorker in sunny California. It’s
not been easy. The final season finds him
in the writer’s room as his never-released
feature film “Santa Monica Cop” has been
turned into a television series. In typical
Moody fashion, he has trouble getting along
with the other writers.

“Community: The Complete Fifth
Season”: The NBC series that went from
great to mediocre should have come to an
end with these 13 episodes. But there will be
a sixth season thanks to Yahoo Screen. This
fifth season is an example of how original
characters became less interesting with
each passing year at the community college.
The two-disc set for season five features the
episodes, plus cast and crew commentary on
every episode, outtakes and two behind-the-
scenes features: “Re-Animating the '80s”
and “Advanced Television Production: 5
Days, 2 Scripts, No Sleep.”

Also available on DVD:

“The Trip To Bountiful”: TV movie that
follows Carrie Watts (Cicely Tyson), who
travels back to her beloved hometown.

“Need for Speed”: Mechanic hits the road
after he is framed for a crime. Aaron Paul
stars.

“Discovery Channel’s MythBusters Col-
lection 11”: Continuing myth-busting efforts
by Jamie Hyneman and Adam Savage.

“God’s Not Dead”: Freshman and devout
Christian has his faith challenged on his
first day of philosophy class.

“Getting Go, The Go Doc Project”: A look
at modern dating and lust becoming love.

“Ironclad: Battle of Blood”: One of the
survivors of the Great Siege of Rochester
Castle fights to protect his family’s estate.

“T’ll Follow You Down”: A sci-fi explora-
tion of wormholes, parallel universes, love
and the possibility of starting over.

— Rick Bentley/The Fresno Bee

‘It's like he’s the Walter White
journey in reverse’

SHowTIME/AP

Michael Sheen plays Dr. William Masters in “Masters of Sex.” The TV series is now in its second season and Saturdays on

AFN-Spectrum.

Michael Sheen tackles tough role on ‘Masters of Sex’

BY YVONNE VILLARREAL
Los Angeles Times

't turns out that the pioneering sex

researcher William Masters in

“Masters of Sex” is most exposed

when cloaked in a plush white
bathrobe.

The July 27 episode of the highly
praised Showtime drama had viewers
more on edge than the moments before
a physician delivers test results. The
episode pivoted on Michael Sheen’s
stellar performance as the famous sex
researcher who slowly peeled back the
Band-Aid on a very troubled childhood
and then quickly re-applied it.

After delivering a baby with am-
biguous genitalia, and later becoming
incensed by the harsh reaction from
the newborn’s father, Masters found
himself reflecting on his own struggles
with masculinity to research partner
Virginia Johnson (Lizzy Caplan) during
a secret hotel rendezvous. With nothing
but a bathrobe as his armor, Masters
became the patient.

“He did me a favor,” Sheen said in the
scene where he tells of suffering a bro-
ken nose at the hands of his father at age
14. “He made me the man I am today.”

It was a commanding point in the slow
burn of the icy character as the show set-
tles into its second season. For the man
who has thrived in Hollywood’s world
of historical fiction — playing real-life
characters in film such as David Frost in
“Frost/Nixon” and former British Prime
Minister Tony Blair in “The Queen”

— the Welsh native has established him-
self as one of television’s premiere actors.
His depiction of the sex researcher as
one of TV’s least sympathetic anti-heroes
has been revered by critics — many took
issue with his omission from this year’s

Emmy race.

Over a recent breakfast, Sheen re-
viewed the intricacies of the confound-
ing character whose work help set the
stage for the sexual revolution. As he cut
into two poached eggs, the 45-year-old
actor motioned to the oozing yolk with
his eyes. “That will never be Bill,” he
said. “You won’t see his feelings spill
out, but he gave us a little something in
that episode.”

After a pause, he elaborated.

“The road to happiness can often be
aroad of awfulness in getting there,” he
added. “Bill has become the person he’s
become and he’s adapted to life and dealt
with things the ways he’s dealt with them
because of stuff that happened to him
when he was younger, but it’s not really
working for him. What it’s created is kind
of a prison. And, yeah, he’d like to be free
from that prison, but there’s a part of him
that made that prison for a reason, and
he doesn’t want to leave it. It’s too scary.
And I find that so damn interesting, I
have to say. It’s like he’s the Walter White
journey in reverse.”

‘When viewers met Masters, he was a
prominent but uptight OB-GYN physi-
cian at Washington University School
of Medicine who was also a detached
husband to a doting wife (Caitlin FitzGer-
ald). He soon became fixated on the study
of sex, a taboo subject particularly for
an academic in the 1950s. Eventually, to
pursue his passion, he enlisted Johnson
to help conduct research — the two even-
tually began a sexual relationship.

The near constant in Masters’ char-
acter is that he’s a jerk much of the
time. It’s a boldly honest approach to a
character that dares to buck TV’s hang-
ups with likability, Sheen said. And like
Masters, Sheen isn’t here to play nice
and make friends.

ichelle Ashford, who developed the
series from Thomas Maier’s biography of
the same name, initially gave consider-
ation to making Masters slightly warmer
and more palatable for viewers. The deci-
sion was being weighed during a time
‘when audiences were actually rooting for
meth-dealing Walter White of “Breaking
Bad.” But Sheen fought agamst softening
his character to please viewers.

“There’s a scene in Oliver Stone’s film
‘Nixon” where (Richard) Nixon points to
a painting of JFK, and he says, ‘When
they look at you, they see what they want
to be. When they look at me, they see
what they are,”” he said in his best An-
thony Hopkins-as-Nixon impersonation.
“Most TV characters are who people
want to be, even if it’s Walter White.

“Sure, Don Draper isn’t a pleasant
character, but he looks gorgeous, and
everyone wants to sleep with him. I
don’t look like that! And I want to make
that a strength. At the same time, I have
an absolute responsibility to be totally
rigorous in making sure that he’s a real
person. Why shouldn’t the audience have
a character that’s about all their worst
qualities?”

The role was presented to Sheen
during his run as Hamlet in a controver-
sial production in London in late 2011.
The call was Ashford’s first glimpse of
Sheen’s intensity. “He was really listen-
ing more than he was asking a ton of
questions,” Ashford said. “Since then,
the back and forth between the two of
us as to who Bill is and what makes him
tick and what makes him weak is a true
collaboration. You can’t even say he’s
been invaluable to the process. He just is
the process. We ... talk all the time about
this character. The way we’re able to fol-
low this character for a long time really
stirs something in Michael.”
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Helping women reach their fitness goals

Trainer puts
emphasis
on health,
not looks

BY JACKIE SALO
The Miami Herald

he fitness world always

has had a fixation with

physical appearance,

but social media has
propelled this into stratospheric
levels of vanity.

Fitness gurus are posting
countless photos of themselves
online, with their accomplish-
ments chronicled by selfies
rather than definable health

oals.

One South Florida trainer,
however, is trying to buck this
trend.

Idalis Velazquez wants her
clients to focus on their health
rather than their looks.

“For a lot of people, this is very

superficial,” Velazquez said. “I
am about improving the perfor-
mance. Let’s get stronger, better
and energized.”

People are noticing. The
Coconut Creek, Fla., trainer has
been named one of five finalists
in Women’s Health magazine’s
“Next Fitness Star” competition.

“I honestly just want to get
‘women fit and change that fitness
world,” Velazquez said. “Stop
thinking about aesthetics and
looks. It is about just so much
more than that.”

Velazquez’s passion for per-
sonal training started with her
own health struggles.

A former track and field ath-
lete, Velazquez counted numerous
national championships in the
junior division level in her native
Puerto Rico. At Florida Atlantic
University in Boca Raton, she
competed in track and field at the
NCAA Division I level before a
neck injury sidelined her.

With her track aspirations
quashed, she began to work with
a few clients as a personal trainer.

“I was teaching other people,
but I wasn’t getting healthy my-
self,” Velazquez said. “I started

] o
PHotos By Patrick FARreLL, THE Miami HeraLo/MCT

After a sports injury and a brain hemorrhage, Idalis Velazquez, top
center and above, re-evaluated and improved her fitness regimen.

to get weak.”
Her health issues multiplied
when during her second preg-

‘For a lot of
people, this is very
superficial. | am
about improving the
performance. 7

Idalis Velazquez
personal trainer

nancy in 2011, she suffered from
a brain hemorrhage.

“My health really went down-
hill,” Velazquez said. “After a
year on and off, after countless
ER trips and neurologists, I
got really frustrated because I
was used to being so active and
strong.”

She felt like a shell of her
younger self and realized she
had to take back control of her
body.

“I started to exercise but in a
smarter way,” she said. “I would
play around with exercises that

would not hurt me, but would
strengthen my body and chal-
lenge all areas.”

As her health improved, her
mindset followed.

“During this time, I found
this passion to help other moms
out there because sometimes
we really lose ourselves during
pregnancy,” Velazquez said.

Today, Velazquez advises
women to “train smart rather
than hard.”

“Choose the right exercises
— ones that are going to improve
your mobility, your stability
and that help you get stronger
while working multiple muscle
groups,” she said. “If you train
smart, the body will respond.
You will see the changes.”

She reiterates this message
to a group of women she trains
three times a week in Coral
Springs. With her dark hair
pulled back, Velazquez stands
in front of the class, animated,
regardless of how arduous the
workout.

Many of the women had
seldom exercised before they
joined her “boot camp” class, but
together they have progressed
and built a bond around their
success. Velazquez does not
promote the class on her website
since she feels the group has a
unique camaraderie.

“They have these amazing
personal histories. Seeing them
happy and motivated here is
amazing,” Velazquez said. “Itis a
positive thing, and they feel good
when they leave here.”

Velazquez’s class supports her
in return.

“I was teaching this class
(when I found out I was a final-
ist),” Velazquez said. “I started
screaming and everyone was like
‘Are you OK?’ I was so excited
and we were all hugging.”

The competition landed
Velazquez on the flip cover of
Women’s Health magazine. If she
wins the competition, she will
receive a DVD contract.

“It feels really good to have
made it this far,” Velazquez said.
“I want to do my best to represent
all of the moms that have strug-
gled and normal, real women who
want to feel their best.”

After more than a dozen surgeries, vet gives knees a workout

By LESLIE BARKER
The Dallas Morning News

ete Wright, 65, of Dallas, played all sports

in high school. Not until a military injury

during the Vietnam era, though, did he take

up racquetball — the sport that became his
passion. He played at Texas Christian University,
and also won the first organized state singles cham-
pionships in the late 1970s.

He became a racquetball instructor and oper-
ated two pro shops in Dallas. But, he says, “my
knees were wearing out, and by the early '90s I was
limited to swimming and biking.” Eventually, “my
knees were completely worn out.”

But he wasn’t about to use multiple knee surgeries
— he’s had 13, including replacements — as an ex-
cuse to sit still. He’s still competing and will be play-
ing for another national age group title in October.

Here are his thoughts on his regimen:

Typical week of workouts: I alternate days of
swimming (or) biking with playing racquetball. Nor-
mally I work out at (a fitness center) six days a week
for two hours. I also do light weights as a second
workout twice a week.

If I had 20 minutes to work out, I would: Spend 10
minutes swimming followed by 10 minutes of light
weights.

Proudest fitness moment: Returning to the courts
again with my new knees.

Favorite healthy food: Fruit and health bars.

Favorite indulgence: Chocolate.

‘What I'd say to someone who wants to follow my
routine: Identify activities you enjoy, get expert
advice as needed, and know your limits.

‘What my workout says about me: I'm willing to
make the sacrifices necessary to stay active for a
lifetime.

Despite 13 knee surgeries,
Pete Wright, 65, is a
champion racquetball player.

Mona ReeDEr,
The DatLas Morning News/MCT
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In children’s book author Todd Parr’s world,

It's Okay to Make Mistakes’

BY LEANNE ITALIE
The Associated Press

n Todd Parr’s world, it’s OK

to wear your undies on your
head, spill your milk or eat
mac and cheese in the bathtub.

Most of all, it’s OK to be yourself.

Inclusion and acceptance are
Parr’s mainstays in more than 30
quirky picture books for young kids,
including “It’s Okay to Make Mis-
takes,” out last month from Little,
Brown and Co.

Parr, 52, relies on playful,
brightly colored drawings and easy-
to-understand messages to win over
the age 4-to-6 set, along with their
teachers and parents. In today’s
competitive swirl of perfectionism,
it’s Parr who declares it OK to draw
outside the lines, celebrate your big
hair and feel lonely sometimes.

The artist and writer lives in
Berkeley, Calif., and worked as a
flight attendant for 15 years while
he got his career off the ground
after leaving home in Rock Springs,
‘Wyo., soon after high school gradu-
ation.

A conversation with Todd Parr:

You’ve been called the artist who
never grew up. Is that your secret
to reaching kids?

It’s the best answer I have when
people say, ‘Well you don’t have
kids, so how do you relate to kids?”
My childhood is so vivid to me, and
my dad was very funny. There’s
a playfulness and simplicity still
within me.

You once got an F in art. What
did the teacher say about that?

I was a difficult student. I strug-
gled a lot. I continually expressed
myself in art in ways that were not
being asked of me and I got an F for

It's Okay to Make
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not doing what I was told.

People ask, ‘What would you
say to your art teacher now who
said you should pursue a different
career?’ He passed away years ago,
but I think the only thing I would
have said is why not point out any
positives in what I was doing, like,
‘Todd, you draw really great circles,
although that’s not what I asked you
todo.

Art was the one interest I had, but
I didn’t have the confidence. It took
me years.

You entered a drawing of Snoopy
in a contest when you were a kid
and your dad said, ‘That’s great,
but you’re not allowed to trace,”
when you hadn’t. How did that feel?

It was so good that he thought
I had traced it, but I was disap-
pointed. I was so deflated that I had
expressed myself in such a way that
I was so proud of and I wanted to
hear, ‘That’s really good.”

You were a gay kid living in
small-town Wyoming. How did your
childhood impact the content of
your books?

I felt that I didn’t belong where I

grew up. I was so excited by what I
thought was this big world that was
out there waiting for me, where you
could just be whoever you were. You
could wear whatever you wanted.

I felt like I was trapped in a place
where basically you went to school,
you went into certain types of jobs,
and you got married and you had
kids.

There weren’t options to be dif-
ferent. My dad has said if he used
the term ‘wanting to be an artist’
with his dad and mom, they would
have kicked him out of the house. It
took my dad a number of years to
embrace it and understand it. He
finally said, ‘I just want you to be
happy.

You take on a lot of tough sub-
Jjects in a simple, straightforward
style. Are other books for kids too
preachy, busy or condescending?

The only self-imposed directive
I had in the beginning was to stay
away from preachy, teachy or new
agey. My artwork originally led
to a proposal from an editor who
said, ‘Hey, have you ever thought
about writing children’s books?’ I
said, ‘No, I haven’t. I did horrible in
school. I barely made it out, so no.
Books are for smart people.”

Tknew that whatever I did it had
to be fun and edgy and simple so
that kids could be like, ‘I can draw
just like him.” I knew I would need
some humor in there. Somebody
once said, ‘Oh I thought you were a
6-year-old writing these books,” and
I thought, ‘Oh god, that’s not good,”
but now I love that because that’s
what kids see and hopefully go, ‘T
can do that.” You don’t have to beat
them over the head.

No one was doing these kinds of
books. When I started, ‘It’s OK to
Be Different’ was in the
self-help section of Bor-
ders. No one knew what
to do with them. People
were like, ‘Where are
the bunnies and the
bears and the pastels?”

Why do parents love
your books so much?

I always try and think
about how a grandma
is going to feel read-
ing this book, like my
grandmother read to
me every night, or a
mom and dad are going
to read this book, and
I want them to laugh. I
want them to feel warm
when they’re done.

I hope parents can
really empower kids to
believe in themselves,
but I try to think about
what parents are taking
away from the books,
too, to help them realize
how much they love
their kids.

Todd Parr is a
bestselling author and
illustrator of more than
30 children’s books. In
his books, Parr reminds
kids to be themselves.
love one another and
embrace differences.

JerF FIELDING/AP

SPOUSE CALLS

Moves, events, chores:
There’s a list for that

ife doesn’t stop for a relocation, whether across

town or across an ocean. It just keeps coming.

For military families, our lives are not just what

happens in between moves, it’s what happens
during those moves, too.

This is not a moving summer for my family, but think-
ing ahead to the next one I've been decluttering and
cleaning out some boxes in our basement. I came across
my to-do list from two moves ago. Perhaps the fact that
I'm holding on to a 3-year-old list indicates how much
cleaning out I need to do, but I'm a saver. I call it curating
the history of our life on the move,
and I had good reason to save this
particular list.

It wasn’t just one list. It was a
combination of lists, some written on
pages from a yellow legal pad, others
on wide-ruled notebook paper, and
one more jotted down on the back of
amap of the villages around Panzer
Kaserne in Stuttgart, Germany, the
home we were getting ready to leave.
These checklists, more than a litany
of tasks, are a record of significant
events happening alongside our PCS.

Like many moves, that one came at
the end of a school year, and preparations began months
ahead. Our daughter, Jessie, was graduating from high
school. Our youngest, Wesley, was finishing middle
school. Our oldest, Will, was coming home from college
for the festivities. It was an especially eventful season for
our family, as my voluminous lists reminded me.

On one page were notes about the pre-inspection for
our military quarters and cleaning assignments for each
family member. Another page detailed items to send
ahead with household goods, and necessities to keep in
hold baggage for later transport. We listed everything
needed for graduation events to ensure they didn’t get
packed with the earlier lot.

A couple of pages were dedicated to Jessie’s graduation
party. There was a guest list and a host of preparations:
Create the slide show, order a cake, plan decorations,
make food. Jessie was also preparing for college, so there
was another list for those details: Complete student hous-
ing forms, get student physical, fill out medical paper-
work, set up a bank account.

Also listed were preparations for Wesley’s middle
school graduation, plus the dates of his last soccer games
and end-of-season cookout. I had made notes to myself to
contact his new high school in Virginia and pick up DOD
school records.

Other important items: Get new passports, mail Moth-
er’s Day presents, set aside 220-volt appliances — useless
in the States — to pass along to a family newly arrived in
Germany.

I can think of more chores and events not on that list:
Getting the cars ready for inspection and shipping,
haircuts and orthodontist visits, Jessie got her braces off,
prom, baccalaureate committee meetings. We signed a
lease on our soon-to-be home in Virginia, and Will’s girl-
friend came to Germany from Texas for a weeklong visit.
By then we were living on loaner furniture and eating
from paper plates, a nearly stress-free way to entertain
company, it turns out. I highly recommend it.

Our monster list is not unique. Many military families
write similar ones while preparing to move in the midst
of lives already in progress. The challenge is not check-
ing off the list. The challenge is to live this life — whether
between moves or in the midst of one — appreciating the
ebb and flow, because mobile or not, this is our one and
only opportunity to live it.

We can’t live in the past, longing for the last place we
called home; or in the future, wishing for the next place
and hoping it will be bigger, better, smaller, more exciting
or less stressful. The ordinary days and milestones go by
quickly enough without wishing any of them away, as if
we could fast-forward through a difficult period and get
back any of our precious time when it’s gone.

Military family life is truly no more transient than any
other. We're all just passing through, whether we spend
our lives in many places or just one. Perhaps military
families are more aware of the passage of time, marked
as it is by our changing locations and our lists of things to
remember.

Terri Barnes

Terri Barnes is the author of “Spouse Calls: Messages From a
Military Life.” Contact her at spousecalls@aol.com or at stripes.
com/go/spousecalls.
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By MEsFIN FEKADU
The Associated Press

ack Antonoffis spinning off from
his chart-topping band fun., but
he’s recruited some big-time
backup for his solo side project:
Yoko Ono and Lena Dunham.
The 30-year-old guitarist has
taken a break from the Grammy Award-
winning pop-rock trio for his project
Bleachers, releasing the album “Strange
Desire” last month.
Ono makes an appearance on the record,
and his “Girls”-starring girlfriend direct-
ed the music video for lead single “I Wanna
Get Better,” currently No. 1 on Billboard’s
alternative songs chart.
Antonoff says despite their help,
songwriting felt lonely since he was apart
from the band mates he’s worked with for
six years.
“When you start writing songs on your
own, there’s no Bible,
there’s no one
around you, so
you're just writing
and you’re left with,
like, the dead space
in your head to know
if it’s a good song or an
interesting concept,” said
Antonoff, who co-wrote fun’s
hits and has also written with
Taylor Swift and Sara Bareilles.
“And soit’s almost the exact opposite
of working in fun. ... And that’s why it’s
interesting to me.”
He wrote and recorded the music while
on a plane, in the car or in bed — with some
elements of the album stretching back sev-
eral years — all while fun. was topping the
charts, selling millions of singles and tour-
ing the world.

STevE C. MitcHELL, INVISION/AP

Spiin off

Jack Antonoff takes a break
from fun., keeps making music

For the Bleachers project, you are
singing. Will we hear you sing on future
fun. records?

T don’t know. I don’t know if I want to. The
exciting thing about Bleachers and fun. are
they’re different, and they’re aesthetically
different in many ways. But it’s also like my
role is very different, and that’s cool.

Why call it Bleachers and not your
name?

I never wanted to name the project my
name because it felt too reactionary or too
like, ‘“This is my solo album’ when it’s not
‘this is my solo album.” It’s a whole differ-
ent body of work.

How did the members of fun. respond
when you told them you were releasing
this album?

I've been touring for over 12 years and
so have the other guys in fun. And we got
together both, you know, being our own
entities and our own bands. So we came
together as like this delusional supergroup
of sorts. So there was a never a moment of
like, ‘Hey guys, like, 'm going to make my
own record.”

What was it like working with Lena on
your music video?

She’s a great director. I didn’t have to
worry about it because I knew she would
handle it, whereas sometimes with other
videos you’re scared, like, ‘Is this going to
be right?’ ... I, just for once in my life, got to
do nothing.

What was it like working with Yoko
Ono?

She’s ... uninhibited and free with her
ideas. ... She went in and started scream-
ing and grunting and making album noises
and started talking crazy (expletive) and
beautiful (expletive) and singing. I basi-
cally took this 20-minute file of her doing
all this stuff, got in bed and started cutting
it all up.

Jack Antonoff, guitarist for fun., takes up singing on his own project, called Bleachers.

Top nominee Beyonce to perform at MTV VMAS

The Associated Press

Beyonce is set to have a “Flaw-
less” night at the MTV Video
Music Awards.

The singer will perform at the
Aug. 24 show at The Forum in
Inglewood, Calif. She leads in
nominations with eight, includ-
ing video of the year for “Drunk
in Love.”

The 32-year-old will also re-
ceive the Video Vanguard Award,
alifetime achievement honor also
bestowed to Michael Jackson,
Madonna and Britney Spears.

Beyonce caused a stir last
weekend when she released a
Nicki Minaj-assisted remix to her
song “Flawless,” where the singer
raps and references the leaked el-

evator video of her sister Solange
attacking Jay Z.

Other performers at the VMAs
include Ariana Grande, Maroon S,
Usher and S Seconds of Summer.

Pandora cuts first-ever
direct deal with artists

Internet radio leader Pandora
has come to its first-ever direct
licensing deal with artists, a
wide-ranging agreement with
independent label group Merlin
that both said would mean higher
payments to artists and more play
for them on Pandora stations.

That means Merlin-represented
artists such as Arcade Fire, Bad
Religion and Lenny Kravitz could

get more rotations as their rep-
resentatives will be able to lobby
Pandora to place their songs ear-
lier in playlists where they fit.

Artists will also get access to
Pandora data for the first time,
enabling them to make informed
decisions including what songs
artists might release next. They
will also have tools to directly com-
municate with fans on Pandora.

For Pandora Media Inc., the
move helps improve relations with
artists, who have complained that
royalties on digital streaming
services are too low.

Other news

B George Clooney and his fi-
ancee have posted a legal notice

declaring their intention to marry
in Italy. Clooney and Beirut-born
London lawyer Amal Alamuddin
announced their engagement in
April, though the pair have not
yet announced a date for their
nuptials.

® Awarranthasbeenissued for
rapper Wiz Khalifa’s arrest after
he skipped a court date on a mar-
ijuana possession charge in west
Texas. Online court records show
the 26-year-old performer, whose
real name is Cameron Thomaz,
failed to appear for a scheduled
Wednesday arraignment in an E1
Paso County misdemeanor court.
So County Court-at-Law Judge
Ricardo Herrera issued a bench
warrant for Khalifa’s arrest.

AP

Beyonce will get the MTV Video
Vanguard Award, a lifetime
achievement honor, at the MTV
VMAs on Aug. 24.

® Singer Gary LeVox has lost
his voice, forcing Rascal Flatts to
cancel three shows in the Pacific
Northwest this week.

® Cheryl Boone Isaacs has
been re-elected president of the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences for another year.
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OPINION

No president can have carte blanche

By MEGAN MCARDLE
Bloomberg News

n Sunday, Ross Douthat of The

New York Times wrote an un-

characteristically blistering at-

tack on the plan being floated
by the Barack Obama administration to
quasi-legalize the status of almost half the
immigrants who are now in the country
illegally. The details remain somewhat
vague but, according to The Washington
Post, “Ideas under consideration could in-
clude temporary relief for law-abiding un-
documented immigrants who are closely
related to U.S. citizens or those who have
lived in the country a certain number of
years — a population that advocates say
could reach as high as 5 million.”

This is not the first time that the admin-
istration has floated this trial balloon, so I
think it’s safe to say that it is contemplating
sweeping unilateral executive action that
would grant millions of undocumented im-
migrants protection from deportation and
issue work permits that would allow them
to earn a legal living while they are here
— at least, unless the news media or the
public pushes back.

I agree with Ross: The media and the
public should push back. I say this as some-
one who is broadly supportive of greater
legal immigration, and who has tangled
with immigration opponents in the past.
Whatever your opinion on immigration
pollcy, I hope it doesn’t involve supporting
giving the president extremely broad pow-
ers to simply rewrite any law that he thinks
ought to be different. To see why, you need
only ask yourself a simple question: Would

you like to give this power to a president
from the opposing party on a law where
the two of you disagree?

The defenses that have so far been mount-
ed of this proto-plan are so far completely
underwhel There is, for the
argument that we have to expect this, be-
cause Congress is so dysfunctional that the
president can’t get any laws passed. But
this is a terrible example of congressional
dysfunction; immigration bills have been
failing in Congress for years now, not be-
cause Congress is gridlocked, but because
this is a difficult and contentious issue, and
there’s not really a ton of political support
for increased immigration. Furthermore,
polls on this issue seem to be moving in the
wrong direction for the president. In this
environment, the most functional Congress
in the world might well politely decline to
pass a bill that does what the president is
proposing.

This has also been compared to Jimmy
Carter’s sweeping use of the pardon power
to give blanket forgiveness to hundreds of
thousands of draft dodgers. This simply
won't fly, because the president unques-
tionably had the authority to issue those
pardons; it’s right there in the Constitution.
One could certainly quarrel with the deci-
sion to issue those pardons, but not with
whether Carter had the right to do so.

Most convincing is the argument that
Obama has the right to do this because,
after all, the executive branch gets to set
enforcement priorities. And yes ... but no.
At the point at which you are announcing
that the law won’t be enforced against a
large fraction of the people who are violat-

ing it, then you are effectively rewriting
that law. Few of the people who are com-
ing up with these justifications would sit
quietly while a Republican president, say,
announced that he was ending audits and
OSHA inspections for small-business own-
ers so that he could refocus resources on
earned income tax credit fraud. And if you
wouldn’t view that as an acceptable use of
the president’s power, then you should not
endorse this power grab, either. Immigra-
tion is an important issue, one on which
I would like to see significant changes in
policy. But the rule of law is an even more
important one.

The last 15 years have witnessed far too
many presidential assertions of unconsti-
tutional authority — and too many mem-
bers of both parties who were willing to
endorse those extralegal actions as long as
it was their guy bending the rules. The re-
sult is a constant ratchet toward an impe-
rial presidency.

Am I saying that the dark night of fas-
cism will descend upon us all if Obama goes
forward with this? Of course not. There is a
lot of ruin in a nation; American presidents
have tried these sorts of power grabs be-
fore, from the suspension of habeas corpus
to court packing to, I dunno, Richard Nix-
on’s whole last year in office. But do you
know why the dark night of fascism never
descended? Because long before we got to
that point, honorable politicians, journal-
ists and citizens said “Enough It’s time
for all of us to say that again, loud enough
for President Obama to hear it.

Megan McArdle is a Bloomberg View columnist

who writes on economics, business and public
policy.

Arguments for displaying Rebel flag don’t fly

BY RoBERT MCCARTNEY
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON
ubert Wayne Cash, 65, a Navy
veteran and retired phone com-
pany worker, spent an hour at
his home Tuesday explaining

why he allowed the recent erection of a
giant Confederate battle flag in his wooded
backyard north of Fredericksburg, Va.,
overlooking busy Interstate 95.

“T've got S0 ancestors who fought in
the Civil War,” Cash said. “I honor their
heritage.”

Lights are being installed so the provoc-
ative banner will be visible at night. Cash
said he leased the ground at a token price
to the Virginia Flaggers, who share his
sympathies for Southern secession, so the
flag can fly “for at least 100 years.”

The gray-bearded Cash was gracious
and thoughtful. I applaud his willingness
to answer skeptical questions from an in-
corrigibly pro-Yankee news columnist.

But I still think Cash and his allies are
wrong to display the flag. It’s the principal
emblem today of a hateful cause — the pro-
tection of slavery — from which it cannot
be divorced.

Germans don’t use Nazi swastika flags
to honor their dead from World War II. The
same logic applies to the Confederacy, even
if the Nazis sins were worse than those of
Jefferson Davis and company.

Of course, the United States can’t ban the
Rebel banner outright, as German law pro-
hibits the display of swastikas. The First
Amendment protects freedom of speech.

But the public can and should try to
shame the Confederacy fan club into scrap-
ping the emblem of a wicked purpose and
leaving it to be displayed only in museums

and history books.

There are plenty of other ways to com-
memorate one’s Rebel ancestors. What
about plaques, flowers or the Virginia state
flag? The Confederacy was big on states’
rights.

The flag on Cash’s property in southern
Stafford County drew objections from the
local NAACP and several people whom
I interviewed at a nearby convenience
store.

“I don’t think it’s a good idea,” Wayne
Samuel, 61, said. “It could be encouraging
hatred.”

Vickie Browning, 51, said: “I think it
needs to be replaced by an American flag.

.. [The Civil War] is done. It’s over. They
need to let it go.”

It isn’t the only Rebel banner to arouse
controversy recently. Washington and Lee
University last month removed Confeder-
ate flags from Lee Chapel — where the
Rebels’ most famous general, Robert E.
Lee, is buried — following protests from
African-American students.

Here’s my main complaint about the
flaggers, which Cash did little to dispel:
Like many in the “Southern heritage”
movement, they aren’t just committed to
honoring individual Rebel soldiers. They
insist also on trying to whitewash the Con-
federacy by saying the Civil War was about
something other than slavery.

This was evident in the Virginia Flag-
gers’ announcement of the May 31 erection
of the Stafford County flag.

The group said on its website that the
Confederates took up arms for the sake of
the “preservation of liberty and freedom
guaranteed by our forefathers and embod-
ied in the US Constitution of 1788.”

It’s a glaring contradiction to say the
Confederacy fought for “liberty and free-

dom,” given that the driving force behind
secession was opposition to the election of
Abraham Lincoln as president. He philo-
sophically opposed slavery and wanted to
block its expansion.

Note also the flaggers’ enthusiasm for
the U.S. Constitution of 1788, which for-
mally counted slaves as three-fifths of a
person.

Cash endorsed this interpretation of his-
tory. He said the Confederates were moti-
vated principally by opposition to taxation,
and he stressed that he bore no personal
racial animus.

“We’re not sitting around like a bunch of
yokels thinking slavery was a good thing,”
Cash, speaking in his first news media in-
terview, said.

Adding that none of his Confederate an-
cestors owned slaves, he said, “You think
they fought for someone else’s slaves?”

Well, yes. His forebears may not have in-
tended it, but that was the result.

Consider South Carolina, which started
the fighting by bombarding Fort Sum-
ter. Its formal explanation for secedmg
focused over
arising from what it called “the increasing
hostility on the part of the non-slavehold-
ing States to the Institution of Slavery.”

Or listen to prominent Civil War histori-
an James McPherson. His Pulitzer Prize-
winning book, “Battle Cry of Freedom,”
says, “The upper South, like the lower,
went to war to defend the freedom of white
men to own slaves and to take them into the
territories as they saw fit.”

That’s how history happened. We should
discourage the misguided from using an
offensive flag to pretend otherwise.

Robert McCartney is a Washington Post
columnist.
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OPINION

What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.

Onshore tax reform preferred
Tampa (Fla.) Tribune

President Barack Obama wants to lash
“corporate deserters” — companies that
move overseas to avoid U.S. taxes — with
penalties and additional regulations.

It is another case of the president try-
ing to pit Americans against one another
instead of supporting an economy that
would offer more jobs and opportunities
for everyone.

“These companies are cherry-picking
the rules, and it damages the country’s fi-
nances,” the president said in California
last month. “It adds to the deficit. It sticks
you with the tab to make up for what they
are stashing offshore.”

Decrying the lack of “corporate patrio-
tism” may sound good on the campaign
stump, but if the president was genuinely
interested in keeping American compa-
nies from shifting operations overseas, he
would attack the country’s tax burden.

The nation’s 35 percent corporate tax
rate is the highest in the industrial world,
and even though exemptions allow some
companies to pay considerably less, the
U.S. tax rate remains unduly burdensome,
precisely the reason more companies are
moving abroad.

As The Wall Street Journal points out,
when state taxes are added, the average
corporate tax rate in the United States is
40 percent, double the average in Europe.

Small wonder companies look for relief.

Since 1983, according to the Congressio-
nal Research Service, 76 companies have
moved their corporate headquarters from
the United States — 47 in the past decade.

The Journal reports 19 such deals in the
past year.

In a recent Wall Street Journal com-
mentary, Walter Galvin, the immediate
past chairman of the National Association
of Manufacturers’ Tax Committee, wrote,
“American businesses are taxed on a
worldwide basis regardless of where in the
world revenue is earned. This means U.S.
multinationals pay taxes twice, first to the
foreign country in which they do business
and then to the U.S.”

It seems to us that “corporate patrio-
tism” should mean making American busi-
nesses as strong as possible. The president
— and Congress — should stop looking for
scapegoats and get serious about corporate
tax reform.

China part of Africa Summit
The New York Times

Even as the Ebola virus serves as a re-
minder of Africa’s manifold challenges, a
much brighter future for the continent was
on display in Washington this week, where
more than 40 African heads of state at-
tended a summit meeting led by President
Barack Obama. Done right, with sufficient
follow-through, the event should strength-
en American ties to a continent that is
expected to outpace China and India in
population by 2040 and is widely viewed as
the world’s last major economic frontier.

The event is a determined, and splashy,
initiative by Obama to push back against
other countries doing business there, espe-
cially China, which is investing heavily in
infrastructure projects and using Africa as
a source of vital oil and metals. It is also
an opportunity to counter critics who say
he has devoted insufficient attention to the
continent.

Administration officials have been

DmiTRY Loversky/AP

Local resident Galina Dudkina gestures near to an entrance with “Bomb Shelter”
written on the side, as she waits for shelling to start in Donetsk, Ukraine, on Monday.

eager to persuade Africa that America’s
democratic capitalistic system can offer
advantages that China’s authoritarian sys-
tem cannot. As Susan Rice, the national
security adviser, said last week, “We don’t
see Africa as a pipeline to extract vital re-
sources, nor as a funnel for charity.” She
described a broader vision in which the
United States is committed to being a part-
ner to create jobs, resolve conflicts and de-
velop the human capital needed to build a
better future.

To that end, the summit meeting was
preceded by a gathering of 500 partici-
pants in Obama’s Young African Leaders
Initiative. Other events included forums
on women, health, trade, food security and
civil society. Still others brought together
American corporate executives with Afri-
can leaders.

The world has largely associated Africa
with desperate struggles against war, pov-
erty, famine and dictatorial leaders But
there are positive trends, too. Africa is
home to six of the 10 fastest-growing econ-
omies in the world, an emerging middle
class and markets that are increasingly
open to foreign investment. In short, there
is money to be made there.

There is also a growing threat from mili-
tants in some countries. And, as human
rights groups point out, the summit meet-
ing’s focus on trade, investment and coun-
terterrorism cannot be allowed to dilute
the Obama administration’s willingness to
press for good and honest governance, fair
elections and human rights, all essential
for long-term stability and growth.

Need full-court press for Bae
The Seattle Times

The longest-held American in North
Korea since the Korean War is struggling
from health problems that have twice put
him in a hospital.

Kenneth Bae, aformer Lynnwood, Wash.,
resident, now faces the possibility of being
sent back to a North Korean labor camp,
according to a July 31 interview with The
Choson Sinbo, a newspaper based in Japan.
No one outside of the reclusive North Ko-
rean regime understands the exact nature
of Bae’s alleged crimes, for which he was
sentenced to 15 years of hard labor.

The 46-year-old tour operator has been
held since November 2012. In a labor camp
video obtained by CNN, Bae said he is try-
ing to remain emotionally strong, but he
suffers from chronic diabetes, back and
oral problems.

U.S. State Department officials must act
urgently to secure this American’s release
on humanitarian grounds, whether that
means continuing to rely on the Swedish
Embassy in Pyongyang, working diplo-

matic channels with North Korean officials
at the United Nations in New York City or
sending a high-level emissary the regime
is willing to allow inside its borders.

On the eve of his 46th birthday on Aug.
1, Bae’s family released a statement with a
desperate plea: “Twice Kenneth has been
hospitalized due to his health failing after
months of strenuous hard labor, eight hours
a day, eight days a week. We fear Kenneth’s
body will not be able to survive being sent
back to labor camp for the third time.”

Columbia University professor Charles
K. Armstrong, an expert on North Korea,
says Bae’s situation is unusual, but the
Obama administration should remain
engaged.

“This canstill be solved,” he says. “There
has to be pressure on Washington, D.C., to
work out an agreement at a higher level to
try to get [Bae] out.”

Putin’s tactics threaten NATO
The Wall Street Journal

NATO’s promise of collective security
rests on the notion that aggression against
one member of the Atlantic alliance trig-
gers a response from all. Yet Russia’s
swift, stealthy operation to annex Crimea
and destabilize eastern Ukraine has cast
doubt on the alliance’s capacity to fulfill
that promise. What can NATO realistically
do if Vladimir Putin sets his sights on the
Baltic states?

The latest warning comes in a new re-
port by the Defense Committee of the U.K.
House of Commons. The report surveys
NATO’s widening conventional capability
gap with Russia, highlights the Kremlin’s
aggressive nuclear posture and points to
the doctrinal limitations that could ham-
string a response to the next round of
aggression.

Its stark conclusion: “NATO is current-
ly not well-prepared for a Russian threat
against a NATO Member State.” Case in
point: The British Army now fields a grand
total of 156 main battle tanks, amounting
to a single regiment. Russia has more than
2,800 active main battle tanks, according
to a 2013 study by the International Insti-
tute for Strategic Studies. The committee
notes that the Kremlin has unveiled an
ambitious plan to expand and modernize
Russia’s conventional forces, with the aim
to increase the proportion of conventional
assets classed as “modern” to 70 percent
by 2020, up from 10 percent in 2012.

Then there is Russia’s bold nuclear-force
posture. “Russia sees its strategic nuclear
forces as a key deterrent to potential West-
ern intervention or belated response to
Russian aggression,” the committee notes.
“Russia dedicates a third of its Defense
budget to them.” Moscow has at least twice

since 2009 simulated nuclear strikes, in-
cluding one targeting Warsaw, Poland. By
contrast, the Obama administration earlier
this year announced plans for sharp, and
unilateral, cuts to the U.S. strategic force
well ahead of the 2018 deadline set by the
New Start treaty.

The committee’s most important find-
ings relate to outdated doctrines that could
prevent the alliance from keeping pace
with Moscow’s sophisticated, evolving
strategy. A linchpin of Russian strategy
is what the committee calls “ambiguous
warfare.” As one Russian defense theo-
rist puts it, ambiguous warfare involves
using irregular forces, cyberattacks and
information warfare to “neutralize adver-
sary actions without resorting to weapons
(through indirect actions), by exercising
information superiority.”

The trouble ambiguous warfare poses
to NATO is that the alliance’s collective-
defense obligations, and the strategic doc-
trines pinned to them, call for responding
to “armed” assaults. But Russian aggres-
sion against, say, Lithuania may not look
like an outright assault. The Kremlin is
more likely to use Russian-language media
to agitate the country’s ethnic-Russian
population while debilitating basic state
functlons through cyberattacks and the

1t of irregular do:

The Crimean operation provided a blue-
print for such attacks, and the Atlantic al-
liance would be foolish not to update its
doctrines to meet the new Russian threat
when the next NATO summit convenes
in Cardiff, Wales, in September. But no
amount of doctrinal evolution will matter if
NATO members continue to treat national
defense as someone else’s burden.

Get supplies, not Gls, to Ukraine
The (Bowling Green, Ky.) Daily News

The situation in Ukraine is getting worse
every day.

Pro-Russian rebels are destabilizing
that country, and the latest reports are that
the Russian military is sending in heavy
military hardware such as heavy machine
guns, tanks and anti-aircraft guns.

Russian officials deny they are backing
pro-Russian rebels, but it is quite obvious
from information on the ground that they
are not being truthful.

The Russians have a lot of blood on their
hands. While it has not been 100 percent
confirmed, it is known that the surface-
to-air missile that shot down a Malaysian
passenger plane a few weeks ago was
launched from an area controlled by Rus-
sian-backed separatists inside of Ukraine.
The death toll from the incident is 289.

Some Ukrainian soldiers have been
killed by these pro-Russian rebels as well.

The bottom line is the people of Ukraine
need help. They are literally fighting for
the survival of their country.

The government in Ukraine has asked
for help and indicated it needs heavy weap-
onry to try to fend off pro-Russian rebels.

The U.S. has just given them meals,
ready to eat, or MRESs, night-vision gog-
gles, canteens and bullet-proof vests. This
is a nice gesture, but these are things that
aren’t really going to turn the tide on the
battlefield.

We agree with President Barack Obama
and other leaders that there should be no
American boots on the ground in Ukraine,
but we could give that nation such things
as anti-aircraft guns, anti-tank weapons,
heavy machine guns and artillery, ammu-
nition, tanks and other types of hardware
they need.

By doing so, we would be keeping boots
off the ground, protecting an ally and
showing Russia we will not tolerate its ag-
gression on a sovereign nation.

‘We would also be giving the Ukrainian
military a lifeline where it could prevail.

They deserve a chance to defend them-
selves, but they need the necessary mili-
tary hardware.
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target both sellers and
buyers with classifieds
advertisements

Be aware of the common
red flags.

Some of the latest Scam
fads are

W Vehicle buyers wanting to
buy sight unseen and have
the vehicle shipped
through an agent using

SELLER BEWARE

Individuals placing
classified advertising
should use discretion in
concluding the sale of their
property. Not all potential
buyers are reputable or
honest. Stars and Stripes
suggests that you take
precautions to ensure that
potential buyers are
reputable and will be able
to fulfll the terms of the
sale. Stars and Stripes is not
liable for the contractual
relationship between
sellers and buyers of

Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale
- Germany 142 |- Germany 142 |- Germany 142
Chrysler, Dodge Grand Cara-

Honda, Civic LX, 2012. Excel- | Plymouth, Voyager, 1997
S a00 A‘r?”a“e‘égnu’} lent conditon mecnanically wit | SE6000 This micteen 6 in 400
passed inspociion’ and | malor Cﬂsme‘ ding on” ffont | shape_for its age: s 7
maitaned by one Iy a7 | fender. D, AMEM MPS, | poble Ifjust padsed inspecion
Seats Stow ahdGo = Back up | economy mods on & of. Cleay ay. 7S an Bctoran
Camera - DVD ayev wllh F(ear Inek es‘ kL tires almost | transmissin and all ~ weather
Enterment Raye How- Siigar PX Lamon Lol | yansmiesh and_al weather
e Bocrs - Nawgation Sya cal "qTETFAR08s08 | andhave owned f since 1966, 1
Clm?; gu(omalchTn?nsm\ssmn RN PR ﬂ souenesd cheaap Ivansperauor:
Blwar Vi\an‘ds ws ?/ceis§mmg‘{s mcsw@vahoomm edpecially for & crowd, is &
ABS Bral Cruise’ contrc reat choice. CaH soon because
Front, S\de and Curtain Aubags Honda, CR-V EX, 003 arem a lot ei cheap cavs

- AM'FM
with MP3 ar
(oo} for”Siorn
Aloy Wheels -
ok o
O151°2606-74
onassisromero@yahoo.com

Racio wiin €O Flayer
nd Al ard Orive

sg« svmg Whee\
h contro

Dodge, Caliber, 2007 $1800,00
New ' éngine;  ail r. AC
needs new exhausl

-
&g

body
damage; photos' _available; in-

specion duo on Sept, wil pass
two year inspection once mani-
fold s vep\aced G000 mnmng
car ig_dié

them m Book

828 P
e 01?&’37747453
Wiltellg8 @ yanoo.com

o7

poveel merchandise advertised in
W People saying Free Dog the newspaper or on the
(different breeds) for web site.
adoption
Autos for Sale BMW

- Germany 142
Patriot Military Automobiles
Pre-Owned Center

- Visit us on Live Chat 24/71 -
US Specifications

www.patriot-autos.net
“We are Patriots!"

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

Free Europe-wide delivery

& MINI
parts

+ We ship to APOs
via LS. mail

« FREE catalog
mEsazAY

www.BavAuto.co

BMW, 530xi, 2008 $17,500
Blue "metalic’ 272" HEL ' alto

adapt
lights, AUXILIARY HEAT, cruise
wih " braking.  lghis- package.
unat_fires” wium rear
ires, alum winter ures? USE
Navi, voice contr. Blue-
oot for Cell Ph, leather interior
& M3 steer wheel, JUS
TAILED; new fr_pain, fop BUW
Audio, ‘Eng’ lang ard_owners
handbic al hwg ) biwn Wiesd

ang,
33900k Th7e;
Kiedrich billgmail.com

W, M3, 2011 $43000.00 US
Speclications, Sedan, MDCT
ransmission, Jerez Biack Met-

windows. nkukona @gmail.com
[e]

BMW, X3 25, 2004 $8000.00,
89,000 " miles, lack " exterior;
black  interio Vehicls
Coihes Wi Gual power sems,
fhealed seat, “patiing, a‘ssws
power-doors an
windows, & 8egch "‘aéeo 3

$8,600
{m33575000 Syahed com

Autos for Sale
Germany 142

BMW, X5 3.0, 2010 25000 00
S Shee, 6 ¢yl Xeilve, Black
Coupbr Hoatdd Sea
ing Wnéel, Navl‘gauon Pavkmg
Cameras,
gance U to, daie'and done 5
dealer, run flats Very
Slean, non-smoker. engmal our!
ers. NADA valued ‘at 528,750
Asking §25,000. Nothing wifon
win e venicle, we' st dont
need it 'anymore ~ Pics
request 01728072960 Seriovs
ingliries only.

Chevrolet, _Corvette  2DR
Coupe 2007 $27000.00 Engme

08" 1S_2. ~Color: RED US
8PECS Trans: o wilh Pac:

les “Dual Air Bags, Traction
Control Power " Steening,
Wieal “Dise

Brakes. Secury System. A
Engine Immobiliz-
TV \cle Interitont Wipers.
Flear t Power Windows,
Ser. it | gstonger M-
iy Sy ool
Lit" Wheel, Horiolo kevicss
Enty, Feroe Trunk Helea-
se Clis AN Stereo
P Syetem,
 Driver Sgal.
Aimimarn.cimats “CoritorBoal
5373185 pokerp @yahoo.com

e, Charger SRT8, 2012
s doo Wedine Red Chargor
i option minus s

Faid CAI. Cors: o Cat-

back exh‘ausx, Dngma\ e:haus(
g

e

A TIRCHE o

m7é :20984246 email
m86.0gmail.com
-8305-1812

caps Fybra, 2008
$1oob 056" Pie ng for
et Beauiiil, Ferd Scap
remmm S adtics, o 05
Rlaye Ieather seats,
2 System. root fack wih cross
bars. New" fir ke

Insaeclmn

o S S Gl et NS
offers. Call Chris: 01624115049

s7auu bu Great running vemc\e

Just passed nspeciion (or easy
iransfor. - Moving: back o ihi
slales'apd can'i lako it Cloih

clean’ and non-
s oking. teror.
mps' and

ram. ca" kes s in Goas
onditon is over
foshua.fipton @ hotmail.com

has minor

Mercedes 2012, C 300 4 matic,
$26500.00, all inee! drve wili

mium kage  includes
awgaﬂun 7

caméra, 5 st of flor

mats o7 wmev Solt o down

bad metallic paint rear
"age

P&
faullmdierayatioo.com © or
0625851692

Pontiac, Grand Prix GT, 2000
$3000.0b ob 38 e frated or\e; of

Auton aﬂc
102,000 miles rAwrConde\omng
"kas grea(] < Power Sumroof -
emore. Keyices
brakes - Gobt "(: antasic
E‘ ey Guvert - ol tank
gels appiox 350, Mies 53,000
71532764

Rt fines Ghatmal.com

o
fastowishsam

Mercedes-Benz, CL 500, 2000

£6999.00 FUl spec, long it of

(a\\llgms AVG of
W w\ln(er im:

nance
ind

)
g
ﬁa
£
8

SCiption’and pics on AYS page.
‘adas1990 @ hotmail.com

Mercedes,  SLK _convertble,
2000, 55250 00 German
(omatio Trans it air
ESnGiionitG, Laster Seats and
oo, excelient
Irashanieal and physi
flon."Servica Todorts on hand
only_iree  owners, ~Pasi
inspection ‘on 11 13°no
issligs, Tiros and whedls oriy 1
old very Meage on
reat veficle

@
2

o
uise_around_town or longer
s phone. b7 1 BeS 2 1%00r
el 01635 34 6563712, +48 16

ot Sep
S

Ford, Focus, Sedan, 2011
$9300.00, S Sedan, 43,000
miles, excellent _ condifion,
92908. 2.0 Liter Duratec 1-4
Enginé, “'AC, Al Stereo
Single 'CD P#_Player, Sterling
Grey Metallc, Power steering, 4
peed automatic._ transmission.

376766 bkerr kerr@gm:

Ford, KA, 1997 $1250.00, Eur
g)ecs 84XXX KM. 5-spd, AC,
A

M Case. Vi
e <8 e°d

atic” rollablo V.anspm«m
fery _economical, | average
Tia0 S e e g,
Well mainiaineq, lght bive

Ghd Sinter tres.
B2ing, ava\\ab\s end of August.
1250 Nogotiable,  Stutigart

o pocomoolah @yahoo.com
homa P G7187-558134, cell
015202316954.

Ford, Mondeo, 1996 $800.00
very 'relablo. "1 e oo

ry day for the last 3 vears
The briy feason | am scilig the
gar 13 "bocause | am loguin
Germany: Since I Have ‘owne
the car, | have put new brakes
on the front and rear, new brake

plugs. a new water Gump, ahd
Revi timing’ balt. he" car 1§
clitenly veg\s«ered i the' US

| aH the

rwork as
you Bqred {0 ake deliery of the
Ear o August 14in. Twil sl o
car , $1100.
519

griffth.daniel @gmail.com

Visit Stripes.com for details

Free Classifieds!
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[f
Nissan, Pathfinder LE, 2001

[P L, S
mission,  Sun _Roof, _ Electric
Windows, Power Mitcrs, Cruise

AC, Bluetooih Phone
Inlagralad System, DVD Movie
Flayer, A Stereo, 172000 200
mids,

i car for |vavelmg or (akmg
vacation,  mainten

Svaiabls. Can't.foad. pios. for
some reason. 016099244078
[pnathon.r.cuirton2.mil @ mail.m
i

san, Pathfinder LE. 2001
gssoudu Automatic,Femote
2 Starter, Aufomatic Trans.
ion, Sun Roof, _ Electric
Wmdcws, Power Mirrors, Cruise
Control, AC, Bluetooth Phone
Integrafed system, DVD Movie
Player, AMPM Stereo. 172,000
mids. " Auns “very well, dood

$oid car'for raveling or taking a
avaname TR e urrber &
01609924

40
jpnathon.r.cureton2.mil @mail.m
i

Nissan, Pathfinder LE, 2001
6200, 00 Automatic ~ Remote
ar Starter, Automato Trans-
(esion " Sun o,
ndowis, Fow or Wiors, Coioe
“AC; Bluetooih’ Phone
Integrated | Syglemg BVD Movie
Player, Stereo, Runs
Tiaintanante Toaords VAL
able 016099244075 'jonathon.c
Ureton@yahoo.co
pel, Tigra Tuin Top Converti
516; 2005'$4500,00 &
OrSepowar Aeady regetared in
m? American sysiom - Comes
with

Summer
shop@sandbox13.

Celica 2003
o miage
brakes. V rafed tires, Fed 3 doo
hatchba ings in'he
ant bt solld SCang car
151-1653-6209

Kaisefin.one @gmail com

19485%0,

Benaul,  Trafle van, 2012
Beeon oo
Seq. 7-Sesier. Dicsa Great
flage \mirsd\b\

ea

501, Cruisa Conitol. oot Backs
ki Racks, Electric Cocler Exten-
ded Warianty, Heay 'To
550, Seats Converls 1o &
o, Foational ‘Seats, Greal
am\ for ~ Comfortable
an Uacstons esy 1o
Bk 48, 1768525 7228‘
chariemoritzg

Jobs Offered

630

CLINICAL CHILD PSYCHOLOGISTS
NEEDED IN THE UK!

LIVE AND WORK OVERSEAS!
EXCELLENT COMPENSATION!
Contact Lynn at 513-984-1800

ext.156, fax 513-984-4909, or email
LynnR@MagnumMedicalOverseas.com

Autos for Sale
ltaly

=

Person to Person 800

Peugeot SDR, 2011

owner. Diesel,

Volkswagen,  Tiguan, = 2012
$21500.00 MK miles ‘2,0 en-

g6 Rack, Blusioon Sué
u i i
P\ggg Call Chris
096475260020 01749418152
[s]

XC60, T6 AWD, 2010
L2020 o B CE RS

Climate ~an
PKG, Convemence DG, Tsehe

s
o Systonn. g5 A e s
Namgamm ‘Maps, One_owner,
Dealér maintained. This is a well

Save th
one- LASMITHE0@MSN. &t

Yolvo, XC90, 2007 $12500.00

Excellent " condition: beauifl
car.Must seel The AWD. V8
o Luxanous, comioriable

ide, highway and cily. Just ha
foutine_ full-service mainten:
e all records in hand.

New Tires & Brakes (rotors and
ds): extra_set of rims.
asily pass inspection. Leather
interior” with ' 4rd-Row S
uitn_Navigalion system. 5
isc CD Player wilt Ausiary
conn les, b
mostly highway. Photos availa-
i feq Call

s.5.blaird.civ@mail.mi

Rabbit _(Golf), 2009
$800.05 Ritomisie, ac. 3
05 65500

uest. "NADA alue, $11.500,
sking 58,000
A0S, (Saie Peqdtabi) Call or

0T 088020

Free Clas:

Visit Stripes.com
for details.

STARS AND STRIPES

Motorcycles 164

Gsxi 2002
St i poianea
o wall maintained and

g Sonom BNl D

™
the iniergrated taiighs, the first
fuel injection on

615 ca. pass. LA

oifer ke his' 01 Ssdtatzz,

grimm7302@yahoo.co

Renlﬁemov, German, stajn.
less Steel $250.00 Samsung 34

ong, , fefigerator, _origitally
5 9 Eurcs (1o VAT) NMowng
Soof, Huryl (£49)163-445- 213
Sestanowd:

washer & dryer $450.00 Indesit
Di orignally’ 201
VR eRlhEanl washer ofar

nally 31849 (ng VAT) Moving
soont Hurtyl (£49)163-445.212
Slostanow & yahod,co

Built-in Dishwasher $250.00
Roenic' dishwasher. _ongally
30168 (no VAT Movmg soont
Huryl | Gra0)163-243-2120
siestanow yah

Charbroil _6-burner  Grill
$2(

0 has rain cover and
dlensis and side burnor Moving
soontHumy] (49)163-445-212
Siestanow@yahoo.

Mlcmv{’axvebzmlﬁsv‘fgwe 4000
on

49
Sidstanow@yahoo.com

Furniture 510
Bistro table and
$40.00 Metal set w\lh small

round _table and 2 chairs,
collapsvb\e Moving soont Hur/l
(+49)1 20
{ibstanow@yahoo.com

Contemporary $25,00
R ]
plastc see image Sn-fne. Mov;

$99NT ot
(3%0)383" f}

449-21
siestanow @yahoo.com

Health Care 540

HAVE YOU TRIED
THAT CRAZY WRAP THING?

jhtens, tones, and Firms in as
litle as 45 minutes. Reduces the
appearance of celluite. Gives
you fast & Lasting results from a

Stars and Stripes reserves
the right to reject any free
advertisement request.
The use of full names is not
permitted. You must be 18
years of age or older to
place a free person to
person advertisement.

Real Estate 850

Retail space available

Saft of which 350 sqft. is office
space. 1000 Euros
Fred Brandlein 0171-1753110
info@ohara-mmobilien.de

House Furnished 876

drm Temporary Fumished
Apartment wiLoft Walking _dis-
tance to Bismarck/Katterbach

0171-1753110
info@ohara-immabilien.de

botanically based formula. Buy "
onlneat ) " | Sporting Goods 980
o

We ship APO Diamant Topas Bike $300.00,

Distributors wanted

Entryway storage _and, chair

&
$ags cadiner w\lh Aoy and
rawer, chair, and hat rack, in
light,wood Méving'saon - iyl
(+49)163-449-2120
Siestanow@yahoo.com

File cabinet, black wood $20.00
rollers, 8 drawers Vioving | B

Soon! Huriy (+49)165-445-212

Siestanow @yahoo.com

IKEA bath smrua e cabinet, tall,
o,

miored"s28166° (RER" og
Ciorase. cabst,

DRSS e miore
o P Hue
00991 6%°%a 02920

165
siestanow @yahoo.com

IKEA shelves & dresser, white
aver kea whito

Fimitste Gheaof diswers: ad.
Jusiable” shelving; cuvrenﬂy set
oon!

ey 920395 1884 35%0
Siostanow & yahbo.com

Home Electronics 570

220V Power Adapters $2.00 |
have 3 plug and 6 Plug 220v
power adapters. Seling 3 plug
fors2 and 6 plug for 4 haf the
retai

sszuay@ gmai com

Surge Protector 220V
S50 Bures Line Frotector

220V, It has 6 plugs. In good
working —condition.$10,
ss2day @gmail.com

Sagem, D18t Cordloss Phone
20v) $10.60 Never used! Just

in"the_box. It inclides
Serything. 352y @ Gma-com
o)

£R

TV, DVD, German Sat Receiver
stand $80.00 Buy all «ogemenov
U8B 150" or sofarats!

usat

Rec
da

2553

00 (65 N yoare old.
imi), DVD' for’ USD’ 30°
conat lof USD 30, and IKEA
tand for USD 2 Soon -
299)165493 %8980

yahoo com

hurry!
siestanow

Size’ 47cm,"Bargly used. Lkg
new condio uio
P00 Bick only
I Lablerahison. Tox o
Eric 015164514574

Miscellaneous 1040

300 watt ransiormer (3) $75.00
USD 25 each for

ranstormers

o Siestanow@yanoo.com
(+43)163°440.2120

More lights! §25.00 See on-fine
images, between USD 10 and
on! Hurry
094 891, 8% PG
Gestanow@yanoo.com

Various _lights 25,00 See
ine; various_ceiling
ights: ‘sconces, sanding Jamy mp
piced botween USD 10°and 50
each Moving "seon'” Hury!
(+49)163-449-2120
Siestanow@yahoo.com

Round-the-world news for America’s militar

Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia

STARS#STRIPES.

and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. Also available on mobile apps for iPhone and Android and in a Tablet Edition for iPad.

Mabile  Online » Print
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ClassifiedsPACIFIC ==

Events 041 | Autos for Sale ycles - Korea 168 ycles - Korea168 | F ppl 511
- Korea 148

A SAMURA festival on August

23(Sa) in Matsudamachi Kana-

awa _ prefocture. There _aro

fiond"s Samir a0 2 AR08 ol ok ot ;

ul fire_show, y it cond —j i

oic. Ploase come and join. | Ford, ER0 Super Duy Cover | Harley Davidson, . Sportstor 100:00 o1 best ofter. Contaci You'll get one - just by reading

Wabsts has more.mormaton. | 490, VA, £00%, 51900000 | KIIZCOK, 2072 da408.00, Low o 4S80 580 95:% || Stars and Stripes military news coverage.

www.matsudamachi.com Passtnger:  Like " Brand - New, | Imclidé"highwaylengine prolec: §70-0443 .
VB4 A1 (oather,  Deluxs | or bar. 1uggage rack, very loud $0:2442:0619  scott fettes@y

e | Vicos otercr “er “Bo0” | g Foin” S undor altanly | bovidson. uira Glassic
ocks_Windows Mitors. Cap- | Qut of broduetion, Super nan- . . .

Autos for Sale RS Chairs. Dual Front & Fear | dling bike. sitanls P uspen- ‘FLHEYYCUH 5005 S0, B In print « Online at stripes.com o
SCE R T LEO TV | Sor o indblehance coRr — j S .

- Korea 1 fed 0 synthetic i ngine and | rear,” and 130/17 "ot 'Taced Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad
Bme(oa(h %% and iPod docking prmary™ Wlkage' lowe |- have | whesls om my 08 Ura, Ading Jobs Offered 630
30°Navi with” Trafic_condors | been aut 0!I Bont | 3300 for the Sa1. Rear “floaling
Boar View camera w backup | recai 1 exacly, Dl i Ras only | biake disc, and rear bel, pul

Hyundai, ~Sonata $2900.00 | sensors, HD BlagkBox Wireless | reqired or ange. which | These i late model Soft tai

2003 Hyundai Sonaa for Sale | hoadsels, PS2 Game console, T NN 3,000 Call 070 | models Asking 300 for the set AND

By owndr. $2.900. Protty much | Braips LED DAL Tand fow soat | TSSBAASS il Kofoan phane or | Atermarket 1og lamp: set thai | M LOOKING for a part time o

roy brafies bells and baterie | can B a T bes dan G on | 12072175271 i USK oione | mounlte your engi guard, e | persona asisant ag of 2660, .

cod copsiion | ghway” BUS™any 8 1 in Korea near" Hum: | sel of square style reaiview | fiicd "o 3958 ol
g;ﬁ,’gg mlwesa]g?s 19; 90 KM (o | Shrome Wheels, $19,000 OBO theys j2or2i792ri Tanceduc ITOrS, 580, 100 1S58, BO | §350 each week. If interested, H d h d
Cal) 078336568 ™ or | 102 8352 010.6924-8632” | hesneau@gmailco formore nlo 81824456316 | contact " munyestzos@gmailc lowever you read us, wherever you need us.
¢ (¢ scott feties@yahoo.com Asap.

ADVANCE THROUGH THE -
RANKS WITH AN ONLINE Are you mn

the picture?

DEGREE FROM CSU

N L
7o militarybyowner.com
I ) ®

Succeed with Your Military Network

Advertising Homes For Sale or Rent
Near US Military Installations

We've been making
loans of up to
$10,000 to active

duty military for
over 63 years.

Click today...cash today™ ~ www.yesomni.com  “e Jove to say yes”®

Reading Stars and Stripes
gives you a better handle on
Visit Stripes.com

JR— issues that affect you most.
for derails. ‘ COLUMBIA Y

Y USOUTHFRN No one covers the
NIVERSITY bases the way we do.

www.ColumbiaSouthern.edu/! STARSWSTR' PES

800.361.0857

Gainful employment information available.

i &\\

STARS AND STRIPES

However you read us, wherever you need us.

Visit Stripes.com for details. ‘l STARS&STRIPES

Concerts, events, 1TV, movies,
music, video games,

celebrity antics.
Get entertained with.

STARSK#STRIPES
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INDEPENDENT NEW'S ronthe
U.S. MILITARY COMMUNITY

Whenever They Fight and Wherever They Live

The first Stars and Stripes was
printed during the Civil War, when
a band of Union soldiers published
a handful of editions.

During World War |, Stars and
Stripes reappeared in Paris on
February 8, 1918, to serve the
doughboys of the American
Expeditionary Force (AEF), by order
of General of the Armies John J.
Pershing. An all-military staff
produced it weekly until the

war's end.

A second renaissance began on
April 18, 1942, when a small
group of servicemen began
publishing a four-page weekly
Stars and Stripes in London. They
sold each copy for “tuppence”
(about 5 cents) and in no time
doubled their page count to eight
pages, printing daily instead

of weekly.

The first World War Il edition of
Stars and Stripes featured an
interview with Gen. George C.
Marshall, Army Chief of Staff.
Marshall quoted Gen. Pershing,
World War | Commander of the
AEF, who described Stripes as a
major factor in sustaining morale.
Stars and Stripes later found a
champion and protector in Gen.
Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme
Allied Commander and later
president of the United States.

Eisenhower enforced a hands-off
policy in regard to Stars and
Stripes that continues to the
present day.

Operations expanded, following
Gls to the battlefront to bring them
the news. During the war, Stars
and Stripes published over 30

IiEl.(ll:MZEll FOR EXCELLENCE

2014 VFW News Media Award —
For outstanding contribution to a
better understanding of our
American way of life and its
institutions and interests by
honest and forthright reporting.

013 Best American Newspaper
Narrative Writing Contest ~
Notable Narrative Winner
Recipient: Martin Kuz:

“Soldiers Recount Attack”

separate editions, running
up to 24 pages per issue.

At one time, Stars and
Stripes had some 25
printing locations in Europe,
North Africa, the Middle East
and the Pacific. The Pacific
edition was launched a week
after VE day (Victory in
Europe, May 8, 1945).

The war ended—but Stars
and Stripes kept going. Its
reporters and photographers
continued to join American
troops in the field, through-
out the Korean and Vietnam
conflicts, during the 1990s
Operations Desert Shield
and Desert Storm, and in
Bosnia and Kosovo.

From the 2003 outset of
Operation Enduring Freedom,
Stars and Stripes was there
to report first-hand. The war
in Afghanistan continues to
receive steady coverage.
And during Operation Iraqi
Freedom, Stripes reporters
embedded with military
units in Kuwait and Iraq,

as well as on Navy ships in
the region.

Stars and Stripes today is a
multimedia news organization. The
majority of Stars and Stripes
unique reporting efforts is read
now in digital form, either online at
stripes.com or via mobile offerings
for iPhone, Android and iPad, in
over 200 countries around

the world.

The print newspaper is still avail-
able for servicemembers, govern-
ment civilians and their families in

(®) 2011 Military Photographer of the Year -
5 Honorable Mention
Recipient: Joshua DeMotts
(%) 2011 Sigma Delta Chi Award -
Breaking News Photography
(Newspaper Circulation 100,001+
or Affiliated Website/National
Magatzine) Recipient: Laura Rauch:
“For those I love | will sacrifice’

(%) 2011 John Reagan “Tex” McCrary
Award for Excellence in Journalism —
Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation

013 National Headline Awards —

econd Place: News Series
(Forever After: A Warrior Wounded;
A Family Challenged)

(%)2013 Military Reporters

~ and Editors Awards -
Notable Narrative Winner
Recipient: Laura Rauch

013 min Best of Web: Redesign -

(%) 2010 Military Reporters
and Editors Awards —
Overseas coverage

< 100,000 circulation)
: Jon Rabiroff

&
Reci

Honorable Mention
Stripes UK website

Europe, the Middle East and the

are transmitted to printers in
Afghanistan, Qatar, Bahrain,
Kuwait, and Djibouti, as well as in
Germany, Italy, UK, Japan, and
South Korea. Stars and Stripes
also publishes several weeklies
(Stripes Guam, Japan, Korea and
Okinawa), designed to serve the

f

(® 2010
® First Pl
Third Place: News Series
(Coming Home: The Men of Triple Deuce)

ional Headliner Awards —

(®)2009 George Polk Awards in Journalism ~
George Polk Award for Military Reporting.
Recipients: Charlie Reed, Leo Shane Il
and Kevin Baron

(®)2009 min Editorial & Design Awards -
Editorial Print /
Special Supplement: HEROES 2009;
Custom Publication Design: Stripes GAMER

02007 Military Reporters
and Editors Awards —
Overseas coverage (< 100,000 circulation)
Recipient: Monte Morin

Public Service (Forcing Change) ~

needs of their respective

Pacific—and in contingency areas. military communities. .
Washington, D.C., hosts the
Central office, where daily editions A U.S. edition comprised exclu- "

sively of Stars and Stripes reports
from around the world now serves
stateside forces and veterans.
The U.S. edition is published in
partnership with commercial
newspaper publishers who

serve communities with large
military populations.

%)2006 Military Reporters

= and Editors Awards —
Overseas coverage
(< 100,000 circulation)
Recipients: Monte Morin, Joe Giordono;
Honorable mention: Nancy Montgomery
Photography: Fred Zimmerman

(%)2005 Military Reporters
= and Editors Awards ~
Overseas coverage
(< 100,000 circulation)
Recipient: Steve Liewer
Photography: Terry Boyd

(#)2004 American Legion Excellence in
= Journalism Award —
Ground Truth Series

(#)2003 Scripps Howard Foundati
= National Journalism Award —
First Amendment, Finalist
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most ’
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net

Pro soccer

mLS

EASTERN

Sporting KC 1

.C. 1
Toronto FC

o
3
>

3
5
2

T
53

ERRER!

ww

BREQEBURNE!

U.S. Nationals
Wednesday
At william J. Woollett A?uaﬁcs Center
Irvine, Calif.

n
100 Freestyle

i
1, Nathan Adrian, Bremerton, Wash.,
4331 2 2n Lochte, Daytona Beach,
8.96. 3, Jimmy Feigen. Anto-

1,Tom smems Huntmgton Beach, Ca-
if. 5 ,T er Clary, Riverside, Ca-

ase Kalisz, Bel Air, Md.,
550 .4, Andre Seliskar, McLean, Va.,
565 5 Kyle Whitaker, chesterton Ind.,
by Bollier, Mission Hills,
. Tom Luchsinger, Mount
Sinal, Nv 1t 513 8, John Martens, Aus-

tin, Texas,
lsoo Freestyle
Final

1, Connor Jaeger, Fair Haven, N.J.,
6. 2, Michael McBroom, The
Woodlands, Texas, 14:56.17. 3, Jordan
alibu, Calif., 14.56.34. 4,

icago
Montreal
WESTERN

Seattle
Real salt Lake

Portiand
an lose
Chivas U

Noter Three points for victors,
point for tie.

SwwsossorzbuloRwauanr

SESEBRLINEE

°

e

y, Aug. 1
|, §porting KEneaY 8891 philadelphia

urday, Aug.
Los Angeles 3, Pordiant

San Jose 1, Sex tll
Sunq y, Aug. 3
Houston 1, D. C Unlte 0
FC Dallas l Chivas USA 0
inesday’s gam
MLS All-: Slarsdz Bayem Munlch 1
s gam

San Jose at LoS Angeles.
urday’s games
Montreal at Philadelphia
Toronto FC at Columbus
Colorado at FC Dalla:
D.C. United at Real Salt Lake
Chivas USA at Portlar
unday’s.
Sporting Kansas Gity at vancouver
New York at Chicago
Houston at Seattie FC

NWSL
W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 16 1 5 53 49
FCKansasCity 12 6 5 41 38 30
Washington 10 8 4 34 35 21
Portlan 7 6 33 38 33
icago 7 7 28 25 22
Western Newvork S 1 3 27 37 32
Sky Blue 8 7 22 22 34
Houston 5 B3 B2z
Boston 2 34 51

14 33 5
Note: Three points for vietory, one
point for tie.
lay, Ang
Washington s, ChIaged
FC Kansas City L e Seattle FC 1, tie

3
Wester New Vork . Baston 3
portiand 1 Houston
esday’s games
FC Kansas City 2, Boston 1
Seattle FC 4 Houiston
urday s games
FG Kansas Clty af CHicabo
Sky Blue FC at Houston
Washington at Seattie FC
Sunday’s game
Portland at Boston

Pro basketball

EASTERN CONFERENCE
WL

Pct GB
x-Atlanta 1607 —
Washington 1415 483 3%
Chicago 1316 448 2%
Indiana 1316 448 4%
New York 1216 42
Connecticut 119 367 7

WESTERN CONFERENCE
WL Pt GB
x-Phoenix 24 4 857
x-Minnesota 6 793 1%
Los Angeles 16 448 11%
San Antonio I 1e ads 1l
uisa 19 1367
Seat 0 20 333 15
X clmched playoff spot
Monday’s games
No games scheduled
Tuesday’s games

Chicago 82, Connecficut 66
Minnesota 66, Indiana )
n 79,

Wedne: afrsgames
No games sched

ursday’s games
Chicago at Minnesota
Phoenix at San Antonio
Atlanta at Seattle

A Ryan Chatansoga, Fenn, 16107 45!
, Andrew Gemmell, Wilmington, Del.,
50782 6, Janardana Burns, Aliso Vwejc,
5. 7, Michael Kiueh, Evans:
vllle‘ nd, i5: L1037 6, yan Fealey, Rye,

100 Freastyle

1, Missy. Frankiin, Centennial,
.4 Mol Manuel, Sugar Land,
Foas, 522075 Shanmon Vreclnd, oak:
land Park, Kan., 54,14. 4, Abbey Weitzeil,
Saugus cahf 54 3.2 L\aNeaI Brooklyn,
N.Y, 54.47. 6, Margo Milford Center.
OO coughlm Vallejo,
Calif, 54.52. 8, Amanda Weir, Suwanne,

Ga., 54.80
200 nunerﬂy
inal

1, Cammile Adams, Cypress, Texas,
20712, 2, Katie Mclaughiin, Daria Point,
. fjall Flickinger, spring

.77 Rado,
Kal MI||Sv

Emm:
T 7 Courlney
2.22. 8, Cas-

Colo.,

Weaver, Davison, Mich.,
sidy Bayer, Alexandria, Vs
reestyle

i
1, Katie Ledecky, Bethesda Md., 8:18.47.
2:Glerra Runge, Cochranyille, Pa., 8:24.69:
3 Becca Mann, Homer Glen, Il 8:26.64.
3 Linday Vrooman. Baden Pa..
5 Katy ‘campbell, Federal' Way,
8:30.46. 6, Leah Smith, Pittsburgh,
7. Courtniey Harnish, Yotk Parn, &
8, Sarah Henry, Garner, N.C., 8:32.42.

Fight schedule

Aug. 8
At CONSOL Energy Center, Pittsburgh,
james Stevenson vs. Samual Vasquez, 12,

for the vacant USBA welterweight title.
At Churchill County Fairgrounds, Fal-

lon, Nev., Willie Nelson vs. Luis Grajeda,
10,juniof middleweig

9.9
At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y,

title; Danny Garcia vs. Rod S:
Hardias WBcWBA Supes Word Janior
welterweight titles.

At Sands Bethichem (Pa.), Vyacheslay
Glazkov vs. Derric Rossy, 10, heay
weights; Vasily Lepikhin ve. Robert Ber-
ridge, 16, cruiserweignts.

ca, Peru, Nehomar Cermeno vs.
Carlos Shmirano, 12, ermeno’s in-
ferim WBA World Jontor fexReneaaht

At Monterrey, Mexico, Katsunari
Takayama vs. Francisco Rodriguez, Jr.,
12, for Takayama's IBF-WBO miniium-
weight titles.

ug. 1
At chumash Rekort casino, Santa
Rustam Nugaev vs. Denis

PSSt lightyeight:

t Erfurt, Germanv. Yoan Pable Her-
nandez vs. Firat Arslan, 12, for Hernan-
dez S IBF CrulSEI’WEIth titie.

Cente calif,,

tubHub
Kell Brook, 12, for Por-

awn PDF(Er VS.
ter 's IBF welterwelght title; Sakio Bika vs.
Anthony Dirrell, 12, fo Bika's WBC super
middleweight tt Omar Figueroa vs.

Daniel Estrada, 12 for Figueroa’s WBC
lightweight title.

Pechanga Resort & Casino, Tem-
ecula calif,, Austin Trout vs. Daniel Daw:
son, 10, junior middleweig

ug
At Tecate Mexico. savier Mendoza vs.
lea\es, 12 for the vacant

st ||ght Tyweight t t

AL Tokyo, Japan; Akira Yaegashi vs,

n Gonzalez, 13, for Jacgas| i's WBC

flywelghttltle Naoya Inoue vs. Samartlek

Kokietgym, 12, forlnoueswsc junior fly-
weight title.

ot

mbur Wiadimir
KlifSehio Ve Kubrat Pulev 1% for Kiltsch-
ko's _IBF-WBO-IBO-WBA ' Super World
heavyweight titles.

NFL preseason
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
W LT Pct PFPA
000 000 0 0
NewEng\and 000 000 0 0
000 000 0 0
Baredve” 010 000 13 17
South
Houston 000 000 0 0
Indianapolis 0 0 0 000 0 0
Jacksonville 0 0 0 000 0 0
Tennessee 0 0 0 000 0 0
North
Baltimore 000 000 0 0
Cincinnati 000 000 0 0
Cleveland 000 000 0 0
Pittsburgh 0 0 0 000 0 0
West
000 000 0 0
KansasCity 0 0 0 000 0 0
Oakland 000 000 0 0
San Diego 000 000 0 0
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
w LT Pct PF PA
ALY, Giants 100 1.000 17 13
000 000 0 0
PAlladelphia 6 0 0 006 0 ©
Washington 0 0 0 000 0 0
South
Atlanta 000 000 0 0
Carolina 000 000 0 0
New Orleans 0 0 0 000 0 0
TampaBay 0 0 0 000 0 0
North
Chicago 000 000 0 0
Detroit 000 000 0 0
Green Bay 000 000 0 0
Minnesota 0 0 0 000 0 0
West
000 000 0 0
San Franclsco 000 000 0 0
000 000 0 0
o 0.0,0, 000 0 0
unday’s game
Giants 17 Bortas 13
Thursday's games

Indianapolis at KoY. J6ts
New England at Washington
San Francisco at Baltimore
Cincinnati at Kansas City
Seattle at Denver
Dallas at san Diego

games

ay’s
Miami at Atlsta
Euffalo at Carolina

‘ampa Bay at Jacksonville
Phlladelpma at cmcag

Raw Drleans S ouis
urday’s games
Cleveland ot bottort
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Giants
Green Bay at Tennessee
Houston at Arizona

College football

USA Today Top 25

USA TOdaY preseason Top 25 foot-
ball Conahes poll with Frat-piace votes
in parentheses, 2013 record, total points
based on 25 points for first place through
one point for 25th, and last year's final
ranking:

Record Pts Pvs
Florida State (56) 140 1543 1

. Alabama 112 1455 8

. Oklahoma (3) 121382 6
. Oregon (1) 121314 9
. Auburn 1221271 2
. Ohio State (1) 12-2 1267 10
- U 10-3 1085 16
8. Michigan State 1311050 3
. South Carolina (1) 11-2 1009 4

10. Baylo 112 965 13
11. Stanford 113 955 10
12. Georgia 5 905 —
13 103 833 14
i b -4 654 21
12 dbothem cal 104 627 19
16. Clemson 12 535 7
17. Notre Dame -4 509 24
1 10-4 358 20
19, 5 346 —
20. -4 266 18
21 -5 257 —
22. Nebraska -4 228 25
23. North Carolina 6 175 —
24. Texas - 143 —
25. Washington 142 —
receiving votes: Missouri 126,

ers of
Florida 122, UCF 102, Missi:
Oklahoma State 56, T
lowa 49, Miami 45, Duke
Marshail 27, BYU 18, Boise State 13, Loui-
siana 12, Virginia Tech 12, Texas Tech 8,
Cincinnati 6, Minnesota 6, Northwestern
5, Fresno State 4, Oregon State 4, Georgia

Tech 2, Houston 2, Arizona 1, Arkansas 1,
Northern lllinois 1.

AP sportlig

1982 — Ray naydg ‘who shot a record
63 in the opening round, wins the PGA
championship by three shots over Lanny

ssippi State 74,

301> Darmion Easley goes 6-for-6
with a home run and three RBIS as De-
troit routs Texas 19:6. The Tigers tie a
modern major league record by scoring
e e e
2010 — 165 Angeles Sparks forward
Tina Thompson scores 23 points to be-
come the WNBA'S all-time scoring leader
055 to the San Antonio Silver

She surpasses Lisa Leslie's career
total of 6,263 points. Thompson is the
last of the original WNBA players.

Rogers Cup
A U.S. Open Series event
Wednesda
Uni prlx Sladlum
lontre:

Purse: SZM mllllorl (Premier)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

sec
Angelique Kerper @), Germany, det.
Caroline Garcia, France, 6-4, 6-1.
Heather Watson, Britain, def. Domini-
ka ((:n?u\kova (10), Slovakia, 62, 6-7 (3),

roline Wozniacki (11), Denmark,

def Klara Koukalova, Czech Republic, 6-
1,62.

Carla Suarez Navarro (14), Spain, def.

Karolina Pliskova, Czech Republic, 6-1,

Ekaterina Makarova, Russia, def. Elena
Vesnina, Russia, 6-3, 6-2.
Maria Sharapova (4),
Garbine Muguruza, Spain, 4-6,
lucle Safrova (15, Czech Républic,
def. Magdalena Rybartkova, Slovalda, 6-
Jelena Jankovic (7). Serbia, def.sloane
Stephens, United States, (7), 6-4,7-6

Russia‘ def

s abine Lisicki, Germany, def. Madison
Keys, United States, 4-6, 6-1, 6-4.
Williams, United” States, def.
Vulla Putintseva, Kazakhstan, 6.3, 6-
ena Williams (1), United states,
def. Sam Stosur, Australia, 6-0, 6-2.
Petra Kvitova (2). Czech Republic, def.
Casey Dellacqua, Australia,
CoCo Vandeweghe, United d Siatas, def.
Ana Ivanovic (9), Serbia, 67 (7), 7-6 (7),
64

Dullbles

Michaella Kra]lcek Netherlands‘ and
Barbora Zahlavova Strycova, Czech
public, def. Timea Babos, Hungary, and
Kristina Mladenovic, 6-4, 3-6, 10-6.

Garbine Muguruza and Carla Suarez
Navarro, Spain, def. Francoise Abanda,
and Stephanie Dubois, Canada, 6-3, 6-4.

Chan Hao- cmng and Chan Yung-jan,
Taiwan, def. schke, Czech Re’
public, and Kalarlna Srebo(nlk (3), Slove-
nia, -2, 10-
Racquel  Kops-lones and Abigail
Spears (6), United States, def. Caroline

arcia, France, and Alicja Rosolska, Po-
land, 7-6 (4), 7-5.

Cara Black, Zimbabwe, and Sania Mir-
za (4), India, def. Karolina and KrlS(yna
Pliskova, Czech Republic, 6-4, 7-6 (1).

ara Errani and Roberta Vinci (1), It-
aly, def. Kimiko Date-Krumm, Japan, and
Andrea Hlavackova, Czech Republic, 6-3,

6-2.

Rogers Cup

A U.S. Open Series event
esda)
At Rexall Centre

Purse: $3.147 million (Masters 1000)
Surface: - or

Singles,
Second Roun:
Andy Murray (8), Bmam def. Nick Kyr-
gios, Australia, 6-2, 6-2.
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga (13), France, def.
Jeremy Chardy, France, 7-6 (6),
Ivan Dodig, Croatia, def. Andreas Sep-
pi, Italy, 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (5).
Richard Gasquet (12), France, def. Ivo
Karlovic, Croatia, 5-7, 7-6 (5),
Julien Benneteau, France def. Ernest
Gulbis (11), Latvia, 7-6 (4), 6-3.
Kevin Anderson, South Africa, def. Fa-
bio Fogmnl (16). Italy, 7-5, 6-
Marin Ci (15), Croana, def. Malek
Jaziri, Tum5|a
Jokov (1) Serbla def. Gael
Monfils, France, 6.2, 6.7 (&, 7.
Tommy Robredo (17) Spain, def. Gilles
simon, France, 7-5,
David Ferrer (8), Spain, def, Michael
Russell United States, 6-4, 2-6, 6-1.
Grigor Dimitrov (7), Bulgaria, def. Don-
ald Young (95), United States, 4-6, 6-2,

Feliciano Lopez, Spain, def. Tim Smyc-
zelc United States, 7-5, &4,
Milos Raonic (), Canada, def. Jack
Sock, United States, 4.6, 7-6 (3), 7-6 (4.
Tomas Berdych (4), Czech Republic,
def. Yen-hsun Lu, Taiwan, 6-7 (4), 6-4, 6-
a.

Doubles

Sec
Julien Benneteau and Edouard Roger-
Vasselin (5), France, def. Rohan Bopanna,
India, and Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi, Paki-
stan, 7-5, 6-4.

Richard Gasquet and Jo-Wilfred Tson-
ga, France, def. Leander Paes, India, and
Radek Stepanek, Czech Republic, 7-6 (1),
6-4.

Marin Cilic, Croatia, and Santiago
Gonzalez, Mexico, def. Bob and Mike Bry-
an (1), United States, 6-2, 6-4.

aniel Nestor, Canada, and Nenad Zi-
monjic (3), Serbia, def. Novak Djokovic,

Wednesday's transactions
BASEBA
League Baseball
— An unced the suSDenslon 0'
San Franmsco minor lea P Jac

esar Mejia (Red for
Sftﬁr tes(mg oG for & metapoiie of
o

American League

CLEVELAND INDIANS — Optioned RHP

Danny Salazar to Columbus (IL). Reca\led

RHP C.C. Lee from Columbus.

nal League

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Rein-

stated INF Cliff Pennington from (h 15-

d DL Optioned RHP Bo Schultz to Reno

" EhlicAGo cUBS — Activated RHP Kyuji
Fujikawa from the 60-day DL. Designated
OF Nate schierhaltz for assignment

KIES — Activated RHP
Jordan Lyles Trom e 60-dby Br. Placed
LHP Brett Anderson on the 15-day DL. Re-
called LHP Brooks Brown from Colorado
Springs (PCL). Designated OF Jason Pri-
die for assignment.
SAN DIEGO PADRES — Announced the

general manager €of player perscnn el
h MacDonald. Nal Preller

nager.
SHINGTON NATIONAI -
vated LHP Matt Thornton. ODtloned RHP
Blake Treinen to Syracuse (IL).
American Association
AMARILLO SOX — Signed RHP Antho-
ny Figliolia.
FARGO- DORHEAD REDHAWKS —
S|gned RHP Nick McCully.
UTHSHOHE RAILCATS — Re-
Ieased RHP Barry Fowler.
AREDO LEMURS — Released RHP Jack

wagoner

ROCKLAND BouLnEng — Signed INF
Giuseppe Papac

TROIS-RIVIERES AIGLES — Released
INF Felix Brown.

Frontier League

GATEWAY GRIZZLIES — Signed RHP
Brett Zawacki.

FLORENCE FREEDOM — Signed INF
Tyler Heck and INF Bryan solomon Re-
leased LHP Preston Ove

WASHINGTON WILD THINGS — Signed
LHP Chrlstopher O'Ha

WINDY CITY 1 THUNDERBOI.TS Signed

C Michael Al

MNational Basketball Association
— Acquired F
Quiney Ay AndF avis ovtiaw from
Sacramento for G Wayne Ellington and F
Jeremy Tyler.

Nati onal Football League
ARIZONA CARDINALS — Announced
the ret\rement ofTE Jake Ballard.
— "Activated RB
Knowshon Mcrenn from the PUP list.
Lo MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Waived TE A.C.
GAKLAND RAIDERS — Slgned LB Spen-
cer Hadley and S Larry Asante.
TENNESSEE TITANS — Walved QB Tyler
Wilson. Agreed to terms with TE Chase
Coffman and DT Lamer coleman

Hockey Lea
LEHIGH VALLEY PHANTOMS = 5|g ned
G Connor Knapp and D Brett Flemming to
one-year contracts.
ECHL

ELMIRA JACKALS — Signed D Nick Tuz-
zoling to 8 one-year contract.

FLORIDA EVERBLADES — Agreed to
terms with D Jordan Henry and F Mike

Cichy on one-year contracts.

READING ROVALS — Agreed to terms
with F Brandon Blandina,

LACROSS|

National Lacrosse League
COLORADO MAMMOTH — 5|gned D
DandEaH D Colin Boucher and D Dillon

 SOCCER
Major League Soccc
FC DALLAS = Loaned D Nicholas Walk-
er to Bayamon FC
TORONTO FC — Recalled G Quillan
Robeme from Wllrgmglon (USL PRO

Announced the resignation
of national coordinator of women's bas-
ketball officiating and_secretary-rules
editor Debbie. Williamson, o bacome
Coordinator of women's baskatball off-
ciating with the American Athletic Con-
ference and Big East Conference.
ALAB, Named Bill Lorenz assis-
tant gymnasncs coach.
N C. SMITH — Announced the
reslgnatlon of director of sports.infor-

mation Lamont
ORTH E — Reinstat-

. Hin:

CAROLINA| STAT

cd Jor B Shadrach Thornton foliow-
ing an Indefinite suspen

RUT ed Anth ony Hernan-

dez and Jordan Ozer assistant directors

of athletic communications: e

RN WE!

An
‘Bhﬁl reslgnallon of softbal\ coach Armﬂ
al

TEXAS-PAN AMERICAN — Promoted
Chelsea Blakely to associate athletic
director for extern: rat ona
Goldberg to assoc\ate athletic director
for communications, and Adam Mendez
to assistant athletic director for events

Serbia, and Stan Wawrinka, Switzerland,
Ivan Dodig, Croatia, and Marcelo Melo
(4), Brazil, def. Fabio Fognini, Italy, and
Mariusz Fyrstenberg, Poland, 6-3, 7-6 (9).
Alexander Peya, Austria, and Bruno
Soares (2), Brazil, def. David Ferrer and
Guillermo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, 6-4, 6-1.

and facility

WAGNER — Named Bob Dunn and Tif-
fany Morton women’s assistant basket-
ball coaches.

XAVIER (NO) — Named Joe Fawcett

and Allie Wood athletic trainers, Hilar
{obenstein assistant women's volleyball
Coach and Jimmie Walker aaministrative
specialist.
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Charuie NEIBERGALL/AP

lowa offensive linesman Brandon Scherff speaks to the media during lowa’s media day in lowa City,
lowa. Scherff returned to the Hawkeyes despite being expected to be a first-round NFL draft pick.

OT Scherff working to be
one of the best ever at lowa

By LUKE MEREDITH
The Associated Press

IOWA CITY, Iowa — Brandon Scherff garnered
national attention in the most unlikely way imagin-
able — at least for an Iowa player.

Scherff went viral on Twitter.

Coach Kirk Ferentz doesn’t even allow his players
to use the social media site. But Hawkeyes strength
and conditioning coach Chris Doyle posted a video
last month of Scherff performing three lifts of 443
pounds from his knees to his shoulders as team-
mates watched in amazement.

It was a 30-second glimpse into why many con-
sider Scherff the best lineman in the country.

The 6-foot-5, 320-pound senior’s blend of strength
and athleticism is why he’s expected to be the third
Towa tackle in six years to be taken in the first round
of the NFL draft. Scherff was expected to be a first-
rounder after last season, but he surprised many by
returning to school.

“I thought he was one of the better players you
could find in college football a year ago. And we ex-
pect him to be a better player this year, and I think
he expects that from himself,” Ferentz said. “He’s
already awfully good, but I think he’s got a chance to
be one of the best players to ever play here.”

Those who know Scherff best aren’t surprised at
how good he’s become. Physical gifts aside, he has
an intense work ethic, too.

Scherff grew up in Denison, a small town in west-
ern Iowa, playing nearly every sport his high school
offered.

He was an all-state baseball player, an all-confer-
ence basketball player and a state champion in the
shot put. He even earned a varsity letter for tennis
as a freshman, but football was always Scherff’s
future.

Scherff was so athletic that Denison used him
at quarterback as a sophomore, and as a junior he

caught five touchdown passes. He eventually grew
into a star lineman, and by the start of 2012 he was
Towa’s starting tackle.

Scherff broke his right fibula in a blowout loss to
Penn State midway through that season, an injury
that contributed to Iowa’s late-year collapse. He
bounced back in 2013, earning first-team All-Big
Ten honors from league coaches.

“As strong as he is, the most impressive qualities
when you look at him from a strength and condition-
ing standpoint is how athletic he is and how well he
runs,” said Doyle, who noted that Scherff’s “hang
clean weights were the highest in his 16 years at
Tow:

Scherff played so well as a junior that nearly ev-
eryone assumed he’d jump to the NFL. But Scherff
was always leaning toward staying for his senior
season, and he confirmed that decision after a brief
chat with Kirk and Brian Ferentz, the team’s offen-
sive line coach.

The move thrilled Scherff’s head coach, who half-
jokingly called him the most important recruit of
the class of 2014.

“I can improve so much in all aspects. Run block-
ing, pass blocking. Just trying to become a better
leader and a better player overall,” Scherff said.

Scherff’s progression from small-town recruit to
a potential All-American will long be used as an ex-
ample of why Iowa is one of the nation’s top develop-
mental programs.

But according to Brian Ferentz, Scherff’s success
is largely a product of his own skills and drive.

“For me to sit up there and pretend that I've
coached him to do anything is kind of silly. Because,
with all due respect to my wife, I think Brandon
would be the same player if she was coaching him
— and this isn’t what she does for a living,” Brian
Ferentz said. “A lot of it is physical and what he’s
been blessed with. But the other part of that is the
way he’s embraced the work that it takes.”

K-State’s Snyder:
‘college athletics
has sold out’

By DAVE SKRETTA
The Associated Press

MANHATTAN, Kan. — Bill
Snyder ripped the big-time na-
ture of college athletics as Kansas
State opened fall camp Wednes-
day, lamenting the way universi-
ties have “sold out” in search of
the almighty dollar.

During a lengthy oratory in
which the 74-year-old coach
planned to discuss the upcoming
season, Snyder argued that TV
has assumed too much control of
college sports; education has be-
come a second thought; and that
the entire endeavor “distorts” the
values of young people.

“It’s changed. I mean, college
athletics, football in particular,
has changed dramatically over the
years,” Snyder said. “I think we’ve
sold out. We're all about dollars
and cents. The concept of college
football no longer has any bearing
on the quality of the person, the
quality of students. Universities
are selling themselves out.”

Snyder voiced his thoughts one
day before the NCAA board of
directors is to vote on a proposal
giving the five wealthiest college
football conferences — among
them the Big 12, which counts
Kansas State among its member-
ship — the ability to make rules
and pass legislation without the
approval of the rest of Division I
schools.

The autonomy proposal is ex-
pected to pass.

“It’s no longer about education,”
Snyder said. “We’ve sold out to the
cameras over there, and TV has
made its way, and I don’t fault TV.
I don’t fault whoever broadcasts
games. They have to make a living
and that’s what they do, but athlet-
ics — that’s it. It’s sold out.”

While the game changed dra-
matically from the days when
Snyder played defensive back at
tiny William Jewell to when he
was hired as the coach of Kansas
State in 1989, only in the last two
decades have the changes picked
up speed. Now, schools are build-
ing football palaces, coaches are
paid millions of dollars and games
are broadcast nearly every night
of the week.

Kansas State is no different than
the rest of them, either.
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The Wildcats, who open their
season Aug. 30, will play a high-
profile Thursday night game
against Auburn three weeks later.
And it will be played in a stadium
that recently underwent a $90
million renovation, with another
$65 million in work scheduled to
begin after the season.

“Everybody is building Taj Ma-
hals,” Snyder said, “and I think it
sends the message — and young
people today I think are more sus-
ceptible to the downside of that
message, and that it’s not about
education. We're saying it is, but
it’s really about the glitz and the
glitter, and I think sometimes val-
ues get distorted that way. I hate
to think a young guy would make
a decision about where he’s going
to get an education based on what
a building looks like.”

Yet across college sports,
schools are in constant competi-
tion to do things bigger and bolder.
Baylor is preparing to open a new,
$250 million football stadium this
season. Oklahoma has received
approval for $370 million in up-
grades to Memorial Stadium.

“Our professors — I have an of-
fice I could swim in. They’re in a
cubbyhole somewhere,” Snyder
said, “yet they go out and teach
and promote education every day,
and I value that.”

Snyder, who has won 178 games
in 22 seasons at Kansas State, also
bemoaned the way schedules have
bloated, not only in the number of
games but the way they are played
throughout the week.

When Snyder was a graduate
assistant at Southern California in
1966, the Trojans opened the sea-
son on Sept. 17, played 10 games
and were done with their regular
season the Saturday after Thanks-
giving. They played in the Rose
Bowl on Jan. 2.

This year, Kansas State will
play its third game on Sept. 18 and
wrap its regular season on Dec. 6.

“Now tell me how that stuff
happens. To me, that’s not what
football is about,” Snyder said,
shaking his head. “Now, that’s only
my opinion. I'm not upset with the
people that promote some of that
stuff because they’re trying to do
their thing. That’s what they do.
But I think we’ve lost sight of what
college athletics is all about.”

discounttiredirect.com
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Wallace earns induction
into Motorsports HOF

The Associated Press

DETROIT — Former NASCAR
driver Rusty Wallace was one of
seven men inducted into the Mo-
torsports Hall of Fame of Ameri-
ca on Wednesday.

“I think my years in NASCAR

were some of the best years NAS-
CAR ever had,” Wallace said.
“Places were mobbed out and
sold out and I was winning a lot
of races. People say, ‘You drove at
a time when NASCAR was at its
peak.’”
Wallace made his debut on the
top circuit in 1980 in a Roger
Penske-owned car and joined the
series full-time in 1984. His first
victories came in 1986 with Ray-
mond Beadle’s Blue Max Racing
team and he won the 1989 Sprint
Cup championship after holding
off Dale Earnhardt.

Wallace moved to Penske’s
team in 1991 and ran the final
15 years of his career for the car
owner, who presented him for in-
duction Wednesday.

“He’s been an incredible men-
tor,” Wallace said. “I never had
any car dealerships and I ran it
by him for some advice and now
1 have seven of them,”

Wallace finished his career
with 55 wins — 37 with Penske
— and was inducted into the NAS-
CAR Hall of Fame in 2013. Five
of those victories came at Michi-
gan International Speedway, once
owned by Penske.

His former car owner was
happy to introduce Wallace on
Wednesday.

“What he’s done for this sport
and our team, we wouldn’t have
‘what we have today without him,”
Penske said. “He was one of the
first drivers to really understand
what it meant to keep a sponsor.
Miller got in back then and is still
involved today. He was a driver, a
technician, a marketer and a good
friend.”

Arie Luyendyk, who began rac-
ing on the IndyCar circuitin 1985
and won the Indianapolis 500 in
1990 and ‘97, also was inducted.
The Dutch-born driver’s win-
ning average speed of 187.433 in
his first Indy victory — at a time
when Penske entries dominated
at Indy — stood as a race record
until 2013.

Like Wallace, he also looks back
on his career as a golden time of
the sport.

“What I liked about the older
days at Indy was you had differ-
ent cars and different engines
and not all the tight and close
racing you see today,” he said. “It
was about having the best tire,
car, engine - a lot of things had to
come together.

“It’s not like today where ev-
eryone has the same car.”

Drag racer and car owner Bea-
dle had a heart attack last month
in Texas. His son, Ryan, accepted
the honor on his behalf.

The remaining members of the

(JEFF SINER, CHARLOTTE OBSERVER/MCT

Rusty Wallace, already a member of the NASCAR Hall of Fame,

joined six others on Wed

as the newest members of the

Inesday
Motorsports Hall of Fame. Wallace finished his career with 55 wins
— 37 with Penske Racing — and was inducted into the NASCAR

Hall of Fame in 2013.

‘What he’s done for

the sport and our

team, we wouldn’t have

what we have today

without him. ... He was
a driver, a technician, a
marketer and a good

friend. ?

Roger Penske
Penske Racing owner on Rusty Wallace

e

class — Ole Bardahl, founder of
the Bardahl Oil Company that
has sponsored entries in a variety
of motorsports; IMSA founder
John Bishop; three-time Ameri-
can Motorcyclist Association
grand national champion Ricky
Graham; and NASCAR pioneer
Marshall Teague — are dead.

Teague’s widow, Mitzi, died
Saturday at age 90. His daughter,
Patty Teeters, came to Detroit on
Wednesday to acknowledge her
father’s induction.

The Hall of Fame, based in a
suburb northwest of Detroit, will
move to Daytona Beach, Fla., in
January 2016.

Around the tracks

SPRINT CUP

This week: Cheez-It 355 at Watkins
Glen, N.Y.

TV: AFN-Xtra, 7 p.m. Sunday Cen-
tral European Time; 2 a.m. Monday
Japan and Korea Time.

Track: Watkins Glen International
(road course, 2.45 miles).

Race distance: 220.5 miles, 90
laps.

Last year: Kyle Busch raced to the
third of his four 2013 victories.

Last week: Dale Earnhardt Jr. com-
pleted a season sweep at Pocono for
his third victory of the year, closing the
gap on points leader Jeff Gordon to 17
with five races left before the Chase.

Next race: Pure Michigan 400, Aug.
17, Michigan International Speedway,
Brooklyn, Mich.

Online: nascar.com

at 16th place.

DRIVER STANDINGS

1. Jeff Gordon....

2

3.

4. Matt Kenseth
5. Ryan Newman..
6. Jimmie Johnson
7. Joey Logano..
8. Carl Edward:
9. Clint Bowyer .

13. Greg Biffle .

14. Kasey Kahne.
15. Austin Dillon ..
16. Paul Menard .
17. Marcos Ambrost
18. Brian Vickers
19. Tony Stewart.
20. Jamie McMurra)

DRIVER TO WATCH

Greg Biffle is in a precarious place with just five races
to go before the 16-driver field is set for the Chase.
Although Biffle is 13th in points after a fifth-place fin-
ish at Pocono, he is precariously close to not making
the Chase. Three drivers with victories — a premium in
the new qualifying format — will supersede him for a
Chase berth. That leaves him as the last man standing

Biffle joins a cluster of five winless drivers — Matt Kens-
eth, Ryan Newman, Clint Bowyer and Kyle Larson are
the others — jockeying for a playoff spot.

44, Biffle has been more
of a Robin than Batman in the
NASCAR Sprint Cup power

grid. He has won titles in the

Camping Tuck and Nation-

& wide Series this year,

but has been unable

NATIONWIDE SERIES

This week: Zippo 200 at Watkins
Glen, N.Y.

TV: AFN-Xtra, 8:15 p.m. Saturday
CET; 3:15 a.m. Sunday JKT.

Track: Watkins Glen International
(road course, 2.45 miles).

Race distance: 200.9 miles, 82
laps.

Last year: Brad Keselowski raced to
the fourth of his seven 2013 victories.

Last week: Keselowski won at
lowa Speedway, holding off Michael
McDowell.

Next race: Nationwide Children's
Hospital 200, Aug. 16, Mid-Ohio
Sports Car Course, Lexington, Ohio.

Online: nascar.com

VERIZON INDYCAR

Next race: ABC Supply Wisconsin
250, Aug. 17, Milwaukee Mile, West
Allis, Wis.

Last week: Target Chip Ganassi's
Scott Dixon raced to his fifth victory at
Mid-Ohio in the last eight years. Target
Chip Ganassi has won the last six races
at the track.

Online: indycar.com

FORMULA ONE

Next race: Belgian Grand Prix, Aug.
24, Spa-Francorchamps Circuit, Spa-
Francorchamps, Belgium.

Last race: Red Bull's Daniel Ric-
ciardo won the Hungarian Grand Prix
on July 27 for his second victory of the
season. Ferrari's Fernando Alonso was
second.

Online: formulal.com

§ to complete the
championship
trifecta.
CAMPING WORLD TRUCK

Next race: Careers for Veterans 200,
Aug. 16, Michigan International Speed-
way, Brooklyn, Mich.

Last week: Austin Dillon won at Po-
cono in a green-white-checkered finish.

Online: nascar.com

NHRA MELLO YELLO
DRAG RACING

Next event: Lucas Oil Nationals,
Aug. 14-17, Brainerd International
Raceway, Brainerd, Minnesota.

Last week: John Force won the
NHRA Northwest Nationals in Kent,
Washington, for his third Funny Car
victory of the season and record 141st
overall. Doug Kalitta won in Top Fuel,
and Jason Line topped the Pro Stock
division.

Online: nhra.com

OTHER RACES

TUDOR UNITED SPORTSCAR
CHAMPIONSHIP:  Continental  Tire
Road Race Showcase, Sunday (Fox
Sports 1, 6:30-9:30 p.m.), Road
America, Elkhart Lake, Wis.

Online: imsa.com

ARCA RACING SERIES: Federated
Auto Parts, Saturday, Berlin Raceway,
Marne, Mich.

Online: arcaracing.com

'WORLD OF OUTLAWS: Sprint Car:
Knoxville Nationals, Saturday, Knoxville
Raceway, Knoxville, lowa. Super DirtCar:
Hall of Fame 100, Thursday, Weedsport
Speedway, Weedsport, N.Y.

Online: www.worldofoutlaws.com

— The Associated Press
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Circuit: Sideline tablets will only show pictures ... for now

FROM BACK PAGE

Indianapolis Colts tight end
Dwayne Allen, though, suggested
that allowing video would im-
prove the sport by making games
even more competitive. And just
as instant replay, once revolution-
ary, is now widely accepted and
hasbeen expanded over the years,
the same could take place with
the tablets. Adding video is possi-
ble in the future, NFL spokesman
Brian McCarthy said.

That would need to go through
the league’s competition com-
mittee, just as the introduction
of tablets did. The NFL signed a
sponsorship deal with Microsoft
last year, which includes the stan-
dard promotions of sticking the
league’s logo on products and a
more sophisticated collaboration
of making NFL content available
on Xbox.

But the company also became
a sort of bonus IT department,
engineering its Surface tablets to
withstand the rigors of the NFL
sideline. Searing heat in Arizona.
Pouring rain in Seattle. Frigid
cold in Green Bay. The screens
had to be viewable in the glare of
the sun.

And the devices couldn’t be
vulnerable to hacking — a real
concern in a league famous for
paranoid coaches, where the term
“Spygate” was spawned.

The tablets will be locked in a
temperature-controlled cart by
the NFL during the week. They’ll
operate on a secure wireless net-
work in stadiums.

The specialized tablets come
in a protective case with an at-
tached grip to make holding it
easier. There will be 13 on each
sideline and another 12 in the
coaches’ box. Other than that,
the only people on the sideline al-
lowed to carry digital devices are
the medical staff.

Players and coaches can zoom
in on each photo and write on it,
either with their finger or an at-
tached stylus.

Sometimes with the old paper
printouts, New York Jets coach
Rex Ryan recalled, “you'd get
them back and you’re like, ‘Man,
what is this?””

Davio RicHarD/AP

New York Giants tight ends coach Kevin Gilbride uses a Microsoft Surface tablet on the sidelines at the
Pro Football Hall of Fame preseason game against the Buffalo Bills last Sunday in Canton, Ohio.

MicrosoFT, ORanGeLV HoLpings LLC/AP

Surface tablets are shown inside
the temperature-controlled cart
they will be stored in by the NFL
during the week.

‘This should be a lot nicer and the quality
a heck of a lot better. 7

Rex Ryan
New York Jets head coach

“This should be a lot nicer and
the quality a heck of a lot better,”
he said.

The old paper system will re-
main in place, both as a backup in
case the technology fails, and for
those coaches and players who
don’t want to switch.

“I'm old school,” said Ravens
defensive coordinator Dean Pees,
‘who watches games from upstairs
and figures he’ll keep using the
hard copies because they work
fine for his needs.

Still, the NFL's McCarthy pre-
dicts even the most old-school
coaches — and the league has
plenty — might be swayed if they
suspect the other team is gaining
an advantage. The photos will ar-
rive to the tablets in a few seconds,
and getting them even a half-min-
ute faster is worth it to these ultra-
competitive men who constantly
seek the slimmest of edges.

Consider if the Ravens defense
makes a stop, but then the offense
immediately commits a turnover.

The tablet may be the difference
in Baltimore’s defensive players
seeing some photos of the previ-
ous series before they run back
onto the field.

‘Washington Redskins offensive
coordinator Sean McVay said the
tablets would also speed up look-
ing for, say, first-half plays during
the fourth quarter.

“Im all for trying anything
new,” said Denver Broncos of-
fensive coordinator Adam Gase,
“and if it can help us in any way,
adjust off that.”

If the tablets malfunction for
one team before the game, then
they’re disabled for both clubs.
But if they crash after kickoff,
the other squad can keep using
them, to prevent coaches from
pretending that the devices aren’t
working in an attempt to gain an
advantage in a game that’s not
going well.

The preseason offers teams
a chance to test and grow com-
fortable with the new technology
before the games start counting,
and for the league and Microsoft
to work out any kinks.

“Some of us dinosaurs don't
change easily, but I think it has
a chance to be a benefit,” said
Miami Dolphins coach Joe Phil-
bin, whose staff plans to use the
tablets exclusively during one ex-
hibition as a trial run.

Many of the players, of course,
have been tapping on high-tech
gadgets since they were Kids.
Teams are using them more and
more during the week.

Under Whisenhunt, for in-
stance, the Titans have added
iPads for playbooks and an extra
camera in the end zone during
practice for extra angles.

But on Sundays, for now, the
NFL is inching forward.

“Like anything, whether it’s
a new vacuum cleaner or a new
car, you’ve got to get used to it,”
St. Louis Rams general manager
Les Snead said.

“Just because you can watch
YouTube movies on your iPad,”
he added, “doesn’t mean it’s going
to happen that fast.”
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Bills’ Spiller out to prove critics wrong

By Joun Wawrow
The Associated Press

PITTSFORD, NY. — Don’t
think for an instant that C.J.
Spiller failed to notice several of
his critics last season who began
referring to him as a “one-year
wonder.”

The Buffalo Bills’ running back
took names, and says he’s ready
to produce
the stats in a
bid to prove
his doubters
wrong, once
and for all.

“Oh yeah,

it’s defi-
nitely a fire
burning. I
haven’t for-
gotten what —
was written Spiller
out there,”
Spiller told The Associated Press
following a recent practice in
training camp. “I've got my axe
ready to chip away some wood.”

Spiller’s defiance is a reflection
of the motivation he has entering
his fifth season in what’s been
an up-and-down career in Buf-
falo since being drafted with the
ninth pick out of Clemson.

After having difficulty estab-
lishing a niche during his first

two seasons in Buffalo, Spiller en-
joyed a breakout year in 2012.

That’s when he earned his first
and only Pro Bowl selection after
becoming only the NFL’s seventh
player to average 6-plus yards
a carry by finishing with 1,244
yards on 207 attempts.

Spiller’s average was a fraction
of an inch behind league leader,
Minnesota’s Adrian Peterson.
And it led Spiller to raise his ex-
pectations by suggesting a 2,000-
yard season was not out of reach
last season.

Buffalo Bills running back C.J. Spiller runs past safety Aaron Williams during training camp drills in
Pittsford, N.Y. Spiller is aware of what the critics wrote about him last year. The worst was when he was
called a “one-year wonder,” without taking into account that Spiller was hampered by a sprained ankle.
Saying he’s healthy, Spiller entered training camp this season ready to prove his doubters wrong.

Unfortunately, the chances of
that happening were derailed
from the start.

Spiller was dealing with off-
field issues last August, when his
step-grandfather shot and killed
two people before killing himself
in Florida. Then he was undone
by injuries by first straining his
right quadriceps, before being

hobbled by a high ankle sprain
that never had time to heal.

He finished with 933 yards
rushing and was limited to 10
starts in 15 games.

“Obviously, I wish I wouldn’t
have gotten hurt. But that’s one
of the things that just happen,”
Spiller said, assessing the year.
“But to be able to do what I was

able to do with me just having one
healthy leg, I thought it was very
impressive.”

Fully healed, Spiller is eager to
show he’s regained his powerful
stride.

“I feel 100 percent,” he said.

The Bills are counting on that,
because Spiller remains an in-
tegral part of their offense’s

Cornerback depth concerns Lions

By LARrY LAGE
TheAssociated Press

ALLEN PARK, Mich. — The Detroit
Lions appear to be thin on talent at cor-
nerback, counting on veteran Rashean
Mathis and second-year pro Darius
Slay to be starters.

Behind them, only Cassius Vaughn
has significant experience in the NFL.

“Every team can’t be balanced,”
Mathis said after Tuesday’s practice.
“If people think we’re a weakness now,
hopefully they change their mind by
the end of the season.”

Detroit’s cornerbacks will face op-
ponents for the first time this year on
Saturday night at home against the
Cleveland Browns in an exhibition
game.

Mathis believes Slay is ready to be
a first-string player in his second sea-
son, replacing Chris Houston, who was
cut in June because the team did not
know when he would recover from foot
surgery.

“He’s up for the challenge,” Mathis
said. “Once he has the fire under his
feet, we’ll see how he reacts because

he’ll be facing some of the most tal-
ented players in the world. Last year,
it was easy to get him to waver because
he was a rookie.

“That’s part of growing and know-
ing that the best corner in the world —
Deion Sanders — got beat sometimes.”

Slay, a second-round pick last year,
started the first two games of his NFL
career and two games late in the sea-
son. He responded, “Oh yeah,” when
asked if he was eager to be in the
spotlight opposite Mathis. After some
growing pains, getting down on him-
self after giving up receptions, he feels
ready to compete against the best.

“I'm stronger, faster and smarter,”
Slay said.

The Lions decided not to commit a
lot of money toward improving their
situation at cornerback during the off-
season, re-signing Mathis to a one-year
deal in April, and adding Vaughn and
Aaron Hester as free agents.

Detroit did not draft a cornerback
until the fourth round when it selected
Utah State standout Nevin Lawson with
the No. 133 pick overall.

“I'm in a great position with an op-

portunity to get a fair shot to get on the
field,” Lawson said. “They drafted me,
expecting me to produce and not just
sit.”

The Lions drafted three cornerbacks
two years ago, taking Bill Bentley in
the third, Chris Greenwood the fifth
and Jonte Green the sixth. And, none
of them have panned out.

When Slay walked off the field Mon-
day with a neck injury, Vaughn re-
placed him. He was not surprised to
get the nod after starting in 18 games
over his first four seasons in the league
with Indianapolis and Denver.

“I don’t see myself as anybody’s
backup,” Vaughn said. “I have been a
starter in this league and I can still be
if there’s an opportunity. But it’s about
our unit, and we’re going to be one of
the best in the league.”

Vaughn knows no one outside of the
organization may agree with him.

“There’s no reason we can’t be a top-
10 unit,” he said. “When you start win-
ning, people will hush their mouths.
I like our talent and we have a lot of
young guys who are hungry to show
what they can do.”

strength: the run game.

Despite injuries to Spiller and
co-starter Fred Jackson, the Bills
still finished second in the NFL
with 2,307 yards rushing — Buf-
falo’s highest total since 1992.

The Bills also spent the offsea-
son adding depth to their back-
field by acquiring Bryce Brown
in a trade with Philadelphia, and
signing Anthony Dixon in free
agency.

The additions were made to
provide insurance against inju-
ries. What they’ve also done is
led to some speculation about
Spiller being expendable because
he’s entering the final year of his
contract.

Spiller dismissed the questions.

“One thing I've learned is that
you can’t believe everything out
there, and I don’t,” he said. “I'm a
Buffalo Bill through and through.
I love this place. This organiza-
tion loves me. I'm here until fur-
ther notice.”

Offensive  coordinator ~ Na-
thaniel Hackett foresees Spiller
playing a big role in Buffalo this
season.

“When you have a player like
C.J., you want to get him out there
a whole bunch,” Hackett said.
“He’s a great player, and we have
to feature him just like we have to
feature a lot of guys.”

The Bills are being careful in
keeping Spiller fresh for the regu-
lar season by limiting his playing
time in practice and preseason
games. Spiller had just one carry
for 2 yards in a 17-13 preseason-
opening loss to the New York Gi-
ants on Sunday.

Spiller’s ready, and still stung
by what some people wrote or
said about him last year.

“That’s what people get paid to
write,” Spiller said. “I definitely
remember what was written. And
I won’t forget it.”

CarLos Osorio/AP

Detroit Lions cornerback Darius Slay runs through
drills during the team’s training camp session in
Allen Park, Mich., on Tuesday. The Lions appear
thin on talent at cornerback, counting on veteran
Rashean Mathis and second-year pro Slay in the
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Cooks g

By BRETT MARTEL
The Associated Press

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS,
WVa. — New Orleans Saints
rookie Brandin Cooks has been
getting some extra sprints in dur-
ing practice — often with the ball
in his hands as he speeds away
from would-be tacklers.

The receiver’s growing collec-
tion of training camp highlights
has the Saints increasingly opti-
mistic that their latest first-round
pick will be an immediate, addi-
tional threat in a receiving game
led primarily by Marques Colston
and tight end Jimmy Graham.

“He’s good, man. He does a lot
of the little things well, and that’s
rare for a rookie coming right in,”

Preseason
New Orleans at St. Louis
AFN-Sports
2 a.m. Saturday CET
9 a.m. Saturday JKT

Saints safety Jairus Byrd said
Tuesday after practice. “He’s ma-
ture beyond his years.”

The 20-year-old Cooks, who
caught a pass in the end zone dur-
ing red zone work on Tuesday,

Curis TiLLEY/AP

New Orleans receiver Brandin Cooks tries to break a tackle attempt.

looked relaxed and confident as
he discussed his transition to the
NFL from Oregon State, where he
caught 128 passes for 1,730 yards
and 16 touchdowns last season.

“Ifeel good. It’s football,” Cooks
said. “I just come out here and
have fun and do what I do best
and be a playmaker and learn
from older guys.”

Cooks’ speed has been as good
as advertised since he ran the
40-yard dash in 4.33 seconds at
the NFL scouting combine last
winter.

“He can run. It is our job to
get him in space and let him do
that,” coach Sean Payton said.
“There will be a handful of things
we have to do to get him touches,
whether it is through the passing
game, whether it is through hand-
offs, bubble screens — he has
some versatility.”

Cooks is also joining an offense
that will make it difficult to slow
him down. Graham and Colston
combined for 161 receptions and
2,158 yards last season.

Asked about the advantages of
lining up with Graham, Cooks
said, “Come on, the guy’s prob-
ably going to get triple coverage
every game. So that lets guys
like me and other receivers out
there ... make plays out in space,
one-on-one.”

In the early days of camp, No.
1 quarterback Drew Brees con-
nected with Cooks for several
long gains on an array of short
and deep passes during 11-on-11
drills.

“Watching his explosive ability
to just navigate those blocks and
hit a seam — if he hits the seam,
he’s gone,” Brees said. “He’s got
short-area quickness, great tran-
sition ability, and phenomenal
straight-line speed.”

Cooks worked out with Brees in
California this summer, and the
rapport they developed has been
obvious since camp began. But
since Brees strained a muscle in
his abdomen last Friday, Cooks
has continued to be a favorite tar-
get of reserve quarterbacks.

ives Saints another weapon

Curis TiLLEY/AP

New Orleans wide receiver Brandin Cooks runs with the ball during
training camp Thursday in White Sulphur Springs, W.Va.

“It’s awesome. A 5-yard out,
he’s able to take to the house,”
quarterback Ryan Griffin said.
“He’s a weapon that we're going
to be able to use this year.”

During an intra-squad scrim-
mage over the weekend, Cooks
had six catches for more than 100
yards, making a falling 40-yard
catch on a deep throw and later
turning a short catch along the

sideline into a touchdown of about
30 yards.

“When you're guarding a guy
like that, you've got to make sure
that your shoes are very tight be-
cause he will probably leave you
out of your shoes,” cornerback
Keenan Lewis said. “That’s a guy
who has been working extremely
hard, and I'm excited to see what
he’ll do.”
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Running back Jamaal Charles’
new contract extension adds
about $18.1 million to his
deal and will keep him with
the Kansas City Chiefs
through the 2017

season.

Davip Eurrr,
Kansas Ciry'STar/MCT

By DAVE SKRETTA
The Associated Press

season,

likely  within

the first cou-
ple of games, Jamaal
Charles will slide past
Larry Johnson and
breeze past Priest
Holmes to become the
Chiefs’ career rushing
leader.

It’s a goal, sure. But
it's only a rest-stop
on the way to loftier
expectations.

After arguably
the best season of
his career and now
armed with a new
contract exten-
sion, Charles has
his sights set on
the Hall of Fame.
The two-time All-

Pro running back
wants his name to
be mentioned in the
same breath as Em-

mitt Smith and Barry
Sanders, players he
grew up idolizing in
Port Arthur, Texas,
and who will forever be
considered some of the
best to play the game.
“It’s all about staying

consistent,” Charles said. “I
want to be in the Hall of Fame
when I retire. I want to win a
championship. That’s what it’s
all about.”
The Chiefs certainly want
him to accomplish all of that
with them. When he was putting
up Madden-like numbers last sea-
son, including a dazzling five-touch-
down performance against Oakland, the
franchise was quietly reaching out to his
’ agents about a contract extension. They
knew there was no way Charles would
play for the relatively paltry sum that
he was making, so they were pro-
active in working out a way to
fairly compensate him.
The negotiations finally
became public as
training camp ap-
proached,
and the
deal was
consum-

4
I

t’s all about sta

Chiefs RB Charles sets sights
on reaching the Hall of Fame

Gaining ground
come the team’s all-time leader, surpass-
ing Priest Holmes (statistics also include

Jamaal Charles is third on the Kansas
City Chiefs' all-time ruishing leaders and
@ needs just 248 yards this season to be-

yardage gained while members of the
franchise’s days in the American Football League (Dallas
Texans, 1960-62 and Kansas City Chiefs (1963-69):

Player Seasons Att Yds Avg TD
Priest Holmes  2001-05,07 1,321 6,070 4.59 76
Larry Johnson 2003-09 1,375 6,015 4.37 55

Jamaal Charles 2008-active 1,043 5,823 5.58 29
Christian Okoye 1987-92 1,246 4,897 3.93 40
Ed Podolak 197077 1,157 4,451 3.85 34

Source: kcchiefs.com

mated the day before Charles was to step on the
field for the first full-squad workout.

The new deal adds about $18.1 million to Charles’
contract, but more importantly to him, keeps him
in Kansas City through the 2017 season. And if he
matches his production of last season, which includ-
ed more than 1,200 yards rushing, four more years
would mean eclipsing 10,000 for his career — more
than Hall of Famers such as Earl Campbell, anoth-
er product of Texas.

“Jamaal is our best player,” said linebacker Der-
rick Johnson, who works out with Charles in the off-
season. “He’s a guy that we look up to. We put a lot
of pressure on him to be our horse.”

More than just a horse in Andy Reid’s offense,
though.

In the world of the NFL running back, where ver-
satility is in high demand, Charles has become one
of the game’s most dynamic players. The Vikings’
Adrian Peterson may remain the best pure runner
in the league, but Charles proved last season that he
can do much more than that, catching a career-best
70 passes for 693 yards and seven touchdowns.

“When it’s in the heat of the battle, and it’s kind
of crunch time, you want your guys on the field, and
that’s the bottom line,” Chiefs offensive coordinator
Doug Pederson said. “Jamaal’s a part of that and
he’s going to be on the football field regardless of
how many touches he’s had early in the game, or
how many plays he has leading up to that point.”

Besides, how else is he to continue his rapid climb
in the record books?

Charles needs 248 yards rushing and 333 carries
to become the Chiefs’ career leader in each of the
categories. He needs to merely maintain his aver-
age of 5.6 yards per carry to shatter the NFL’s ca-
reer mark of 5.22, held since 1965 by Hall of Famer
Jim Brown.

Charles would turn 32 in December of the final
year of his contract extension, a relatively advanced
age for his position. But asked whether he’ll be able
to play out his deal, Charles had no doubts.

“I'm still fresh, I'm still feeling good,” he said. “If
I continue to work hard, I can go far. My philoso-
phy is that hard work pays off. If I continue to work
hard, things can still come to me.”

g consistent. |

want to be in the Hall of Fame when
1 retire. | want to win a championship.

That’s what it’s all about. ?

Jamaal Charles
Kansas City Chiefs running back
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American League
East Division

) P GB
Baltimore 64 566  —
Toronto 1 530 4
New York 9 522 5
Tampa Bay 55 482 9z
Boston N 442 14
Central Division
9 559
Kansas City 59 53 527 3%
Cleveland 57 57 500 62
Chicago 55 60 .478 9
Minnesota 51 61 455 11%2
West Division
Oakland 9 44 611 —
Los Angeles 67 46 593 2
Seattle 59 54 .522 10
Houston 47 67 412 22%
Texas 45 69 395 24):
National League
East Division
w GB
Washmgmn 61 —
58 4
M\aml 55 [
Yorl SA 8
Phlladeluhla r 11
Central I Dlv ion
Milwaukee 62 -
St. Louis 1
Pittsburgh 1%
Cincinnati 4
hicago 13
Los Angeles -
San Francisco 2%
San Diego 12
Arizona 15%2
Colorado 19

esday’s games
Detroit 4 N ¥ Yankese 312 innings
Baltimore 9, Toronto 3

Minnesota 3, Sa

0Oakland 3, Tampa Bay 0
Cincinnati'9, Cleveland 2
Bhagemh 3. HoustorcL, 15 innings
lami G, Plttaburon 3
Viets 6, Washington 1
Minnesota 3, San Diego 1
Milwaukee 4, San Francisco 3
t. Louis 3, Boston
Chicago Cubs 6, colorado 5,12 innings
ansas City 12, Ari
eattle &, Atiarita 7O
\A.Dodgers 5, L.A. Angels 4

edne: esdays games
exas 3, Chicago White Sox 1

nDiegd & Minnesota 4, 10 innings
Sattls 7, Atian
Philadeiphia 10, Houston 3
pittsburgh 7. Miami 3
hington 7, N.Y. Mets 1
CInEInnatrs, Clevelands
San Francisco 7, Milwaukee 4
Boston 2, St. Lol
Colorado 13, Chlcago Cybs 4
Kansas City'4; Ariz
L'A. Dodgers 2, LA. Angels 1

|| sda) james
N.Y. Mets at wasﬁu Sion

San | Franclsco % Milwaukee
0 Cubs at Colorado

Boston at St. Louis
Kansas City at Arizona

ers AELA Angels
Detrolta N.Y. Yankee:

0
Chicago White Sox it Seattle
Bay (Ai'cher 7% at chicago
a
Cubs (\5

Rreuband (Bauer 4-6) at N.Y. Yankees

(Undecided)

St. Louis (Masterson 1-0) at Baltimore

(Tillman 8-5,

(2SErelt (AnSanchez £5) at Toronto
ickey
S Prantisco (Bumgarner 138 at

Kansas City (J.Vargas 8-!

s (Mikolas 1-4) at Houston (Ober-
noltSar i 7Y
Boston (Webster 1-1) at LA. Angels

(Weaver 12-6)

Minnesota (Gibson 10-8) at Oakland

(Kazmir 12-4)

Chicago White Sox (Quintana 6-7) at
eattle (wakuma

s (B.Colon 10-9) at Philadel-

s (ABOrEtT 63
an Duei}o (Stults 4-13) at Pittsburgh

orley 4-
Eovaldi 5-6) at Cincinnati

iami
(Leake 9-9)

Washington (Strasburg 8:9) at Atlanta
E.Santana 10-6)

A Dodqers (Beckett 6-6) at Milwau-
kee (Lohse

Colorado (Matzek 2:6) at Arizona
(C.Ande erson & )

ay's games

St Louis o1 Baltrhare
Tampa Bay at Chicago Cubs
Y. Mets at Philadelphia

a1 Diego at Pittsburgn

. Dodgers at Mllwaukee
|am| at Cincini

A Francisco at. Kansas city
Nashln ton at Atlant
SO Arizora
Eheverand at N.v-vankees
Detroit at Toronto

xas at Houston

2T W

Eosmn at L. A An els
Minnesota at Oakland
Chicago White Sox at Seattle

Sunday’s games
|am| at Cincinnati

Washington a Atlanta

Capuan

By Douc GouLp
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The New York
Yankees are outpitching some of
baseball’s best pitchers.

Facing the third successive Cy
Young recipient in the last three
games, the Yankees rode a supe-
rior performance from starter
Chris Capuano and Adam War-
ren to a 5-1 victory over Justin
Verlander and the Detroit Tigers
on Wednesday night, their second
win in the series.

Capuano allowed five hits and
an unearned run with eight strike-
outs in 6 2-3 innings, leaving with
the game tied at 1. Warren (2-5)
worked out of an eighth-inning
Jjam created by a walk and two er-
rors after the Yankees had taken a
2-1lead on Brian McCann’s homer
in the seventh.

“I've seen him do this before
and that was one of the reasons
we went and got him,” manager
Joe Girardi said of Capuano, who
has gone at least six innings in all
three of his starts since being ac-
quired from the Rockies on July
24th. “If 'm not mistaken, he did
it to us last year here. He does
know how to pitch, and he gave us
a great performance tonight.”

Chase Headley also homered
for the Yankees, whose streak of
16 consecutive games decided by
two-or-fewer runs ended when
they broke out for three runs in
the eighth against reliever Blaine
Hardy.

Mark Teixeira injured his hand
when he was spiked by catcher
Bryan Holaday while scoring the
Yankees’ final run on a slide at
home plate. Teixeira, called out
by home plate umpire Tom Wo-
odring but ruled safe on a review,
sustained a deep cut near his left
pinky and will not play in Thurs-
day’s matinee finale of the four-
game set.

“It (the cut) was pretty bad,”
said Teixeira, who was replaced
at first base in the ninth by Head-
ley. “I took one look and looked
away. Steve (trainer Steve Dono-
hue) rushed me up here, we got it
cleaned up and got the stitches in
there.

“You play hard, that’s what hap-
pens. I'm just happy about the win.
It was a great team win.”

Asthey did in Tuesday’s 4-3 vic-
tory, the Tigers scored in the first
inning via the sacrifice fly, with
Rajai Davis reaching on Derek
Jeter’s error.

That was all Detroit could gen-
erate against Capuano, Warren
and David Huff, who pitched a
perfect ninth.

“He was changing speeds,
heights, location,” Tigers third
baseman Nick Castellanos said
about Capuano. “He wasn’t really
giving anybody the same looks
two times in a row. If he thought
you were leaning, kind of diving
for that changeup, you'd get a heat-
er in. Both McCann and Capuano

0 outpitches Verlander
as Yankees rally to beat Tigers

Kathy WiLLens/AP

New York Yankees startmg pm:her Chris Capuano allowed five hits and one unearned run with eight
strikeouts in 6%; innings against the Detroit Tigers on Wednesday at Yankee Stadium in New York. The
Yankees rallied to beat the Tigers 5-1 and former Cy Young Award winner Justin Verlander.

‘I’ve seen him do
this before and that
was one of the
reasons we went
and got him. ?

Joe Girardi

N.Y. Yankees manager
on Chris Capuano

had a great night tonight.”

Verlander (10-10) retired the
first 11 Yankees he faced before
surrendering a two-out single to
center by Jacoby Ellsbury in the
fourth.

“If I can pitch like that moving
forward, there are going to be a
whole lot of positive outcomes to
come,” Verlander said after allow-
ing two runs on five hits in seven
innings. “You’ve got to stay posi-
tive, and tonight there were a lot of
positives to build off for me going
forward: changeup, curveball,

fastball location. There were a lot
of things that were much better
than they have been.”

Headley deposited a 2-2 fastball
into the right-field stands with out
in the fifth for his ninth homer and
second as a Yankee to tie it at 1,
and it remained deadlocked until
McCann belted his 13th homer
on a 1-2 pitch with one out in the
seventh.

“I'm not going to dwell on two
homers,” said Verlander, who al-
lowed five hits and one walk with
five strikeouts in seven innings.
“Headley’s was gone anywhere.
McCann’s probably not in a lot of
places, but, overall it was a good
game.”

The Yankees made four errors
— two by Stephen Drew in just his
sixth game at second base — but
both Capuano and Warren picked
up their fielders with key outs.

Jeter singled in the sixth inning
and needs one hit to tie Honus
Wagner (3,430) for sixth place on
the career all-time list.

Trainer’s room

Yankees: Michael Pineda, who
has missed exactly half the sea-
son with a right shoulder muscle
injury, will make his second rehab
appearance Friday at Scranton.
Girardi indicated Pineda’s return
might be accelerated. “He’s prob-
ably available to go somewhere be-
tween 75 to 80 (pitches). Then we’ll
see where we’re at,” Girardi said.

Tigers: Right fielder Torii Hunt-
er was listed as day-to-day after
being hit on the left hand by Del-
lin Betanaces’ pitch in the ninth
inning Tuesday night. Hunter said
he had a ruptured blood vessel and
had a difficult time sleeping last
night, but was relieved nothing
was broken. “I'd rather deal day-
to-day than have a couple weeks
off,” he said before Wednesday’s
game. “It (the pitch) just backed
up. I guess it just slipped out of his
hand or something like that and
stayed in on me.”
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Woods struggles through first round

Joun LocHer/AP

Tiger Woods reacts to his putt on the 10th hole during the first
round of the PGA Championship at Valhalla Golf Club on Thursday.

By PauL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Maybe
Tiger Woods should have stayed
at home.

Looking much like a guy play-
ing just his 11th competitive
round since back surgery, Woods
was spraying shots all over Val-
halla and playing himself out of
contention at the PGA Champion-
ship before heavy favorite Rory
Mcllroy even teed off Thursday.

Woods yanked one shot into
the gallery, and put another into
acreek.

“Oh, for ... sake, Tiger!” he
yelled at himself on No. 2, mutter-
ing an obscenity after sending his
tee shot near a creek, leading to a
one-stroke penalty.

Woods underwent surgery
March 31 and missed the first two
majors of the year. He returned
in time for the British Open, but
struggled to his worst 72-hole fin-
ish in a major. Then he withdrew
from the World Golf Champion-
ship at Firestone just four days
ago after taking an awkward
swing, hurting his back again.

He finally arrived at the PGA
on Wednesday — with live televi-
sion showing Woods parking his
car and tying his golf shoes — and
proclaimed himself fit.

It sure didn’t look that way.

Starting on the back side,
Woods bogeyed both of the par-3s
after missing the green, though
he did salvage an unlikely birdie
at the 16th by holing out a wedge
from more than 100 feet away.

But he missed a chance to
make up more ground at the easy
18th, knocking his drive into a
fairway bunker at the par-5 hole,
and things really took a turn for
the worse after Woods made the
turn.

He just couldn’t find any accu-
racy off the tee.

Woods drove one into a na-
tive area at the first, leading to a
bogey. Then came another poor
drive at the second, forcing him
to take a drop and settle for his
fourth bogey in 11 holes.

He was 3 over for the round
and eight shots behind the early
leaders.

Lee Westwood and Kevin Chap-
pell shot 6-under 65s to share the
early lead. Edoardo Molinari was
two shots back. No one else was
closer than three shots off the
lead.

Ryder Cup hopeful Brendon
Todd and perennial major con-
tender Rickie Fowler led a group
of players at 3 under.

This was a big week for Todd,
who was 12th in the Ryder Cup
standings and looking to push his
way into an automatic spot at the

final qualifying event. The top
nine after Sunday will make the
team, before captain Tom Wat-
son fills out his roster with three
wild-card picks.

Fowler has finished in the top
five at the first three majors this
year, but is still seeking his first
championship. He was runner-up
at both the U.S. Open and British
Open.

Phil Mickelson, playing in the
same group as Woods for one of
the rare times at a major, was 1
over. Lefty was just out of the mix
for a Ryder Cup spot, though it’s
expected he would be a captain’s
choice if he doesn’t qualify. Mick-
elson hasn’t won in nearly 13
months, since his victory at the
2013 British Open.

This is his longest drought
since 2003.

Everyone seemed to be chasing
MclIlroy, who was the overwhelm-
ing favorite coming off wins at the
British Open and at Firestone.
The three-time major champion
had an afternoon tee time.

One player who won’t be win-
ning: Matt Kuchar, who withdrew
just before teeing off because of
back spasms.

John Huh took Kuchar’s place
and joined the threesome with
Louis Oosthuizen and Justin
Rose.

Sources: Cavs set
to deal for PF Love

BY Tom WITHERS
AND JoN KRAWCZYNSKI
The Associated Press

Kevin Love isn’t on his way to
Cleveland just yet, but it won’t be
long before LeBron James has a
new All-Star teammate with him
on the Cavaliers.

Minnesota and Cleveland have
agreed in principle to a trade that
will send Love to the Cavaliers for
Andrew Wiggins, Anthony Ben-
nett and a first-round draft pick,
two people with knowledge of the
deal told The Associated Press on
Thursday. They spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because no of-
ficial agreement can be reached
until Aug. 23, when Wiggins, this
year’s No. 1 draft pick, becomes
eligible to be traded.

By that point, the deal could be
expanded to include a third team,
according to one of the people
familiar with the talks. The Tim-
berwolves have had discussions
with the Philadelphia 76ers about
acquiring forward Thaddeus
Young to help fill Love’s shoes.
The Wolves could use the first-
round pick they get from the Cav-
aliers to help entice the Sixers to
part with the 26-year-old Young,
but talks continue on that front,
the person said.

For now, the deal will unite
Love, LeBron James and Kyrie Ir-
ving in a new-look Big 3 in Cleve-
land and give the long-suffering

sports town a realistic chance for
its first title in S50 years.

James is the best player in the
NBA, Irving is an All-Star and the
25-year-old
Love is com-
ing off his
best season,
one in which
he averaged
26.1 points,
12.5 re-
bounds and
44  assists.
He is the top
“stretch 47
— a power
forward who
can rebound
and  shoot
three-point-
ers — in the
game, but
all of his of-
fensive gifts
haven’t been
enough to
get the Tim-
berwolves
into the play-
offs in the
rugged Western Conference.

Love can opt out of his contract
next summer, and the three-time
All-Star made it clear to the Tim-
berwolves that he was looking to
join a contender after missing
the postseason for six seasons in
Minnesota.

Wiggins

Bennett

ANN HEISENFELT/AP

Two people with knowledge of the deal tell The Associated Press that Minnesota and Cleveland have
agreed to a trade that will send All-Star forward Kevin Love (42) to the Cavaliers for Andrew Wiggins,

Bennett and a future first-round draft pick. No official agreement can be reached until Aug. 23,
when Wiggins, this year’s No. 1 draft pick, becomes eligible to be traded.

The Cavaliers talked with the
Timberwolves before the draft
about bringing Love in, but his
camp made it clear to owner Dan
Gilbert and the Cavs front office
that he wasn’t interested in sign-
ing a long-term contract with a
young and unproven team that
had not made the playoffs since
2010.

Then James left Miami for
home, changing everything for
Love, who teamed up with the

four-time MVP to win the gold
medal at the London Olympics.

Wiggins has been working out
at a non-Cavaliers location and
his representatives have already
begun researching possible en-
dorsement opportunities for him
in Minnesota, according to a per-
son with knowledge of those pur-
suits. That person spoke to The
AP on condition of anonymity
because the deals have not been
completed.

The Wolves and Cavs have been
in agreement on Love and Wig-
gins being the primary pieces of
a trade for some time, the people
with knowledge of the deal said.
One told AP the Cavaliers have
not had any discussions on a con-
tract value or length for Love.

Love withdrew from his
planned participation with Team
USA at the FIBA World Cup of
Basketball to avoid an injury that
could derail the deal.



Friday, August 8, 2014 *STARS AND STRIPES® 55 i Pace 63

PGA CHAMPIONSHIP

THE LONG GAME

PGA host courses that end with par 5

By Douc FErGUSON
The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky.
he typical closing hole for major cham-
pionships is a long, challenging par 4
that makes it difficult for someone to
protect his lead with par.

The most exciting closing holes
are the par Ss.

It’s rare to have two majors in one year
that end with a par S — Pebble Beach and
Valhalla in 2000, for example — and
even rarer to have back-to-back majors
end with a par S. Royal Liverpool is
the only links course on the Open
rotation that ends in a par S.

There wasn’t much exciting at
Hoylake the past two times be-
cause Tiger Woods and Rory
Mecllroy had the tournament
in hand.

Valhalla is a different. It
was the decisive hole in the
past two PGA Champion-
ships here, both times in a
playoff. In fact, just about

3. PEBBLE BEACH

The 1977 PGA Championship was
held at Pebble Beach for the only time,
just five years after Pebble hosted its first

U.S. Open. Gene Litter, out of golf for six weeks
because of a back injury, returned at the PGA and

appeared to be headed to an easy victory until a col-
lapse on the back nine when he lost a four-shot lead.

Lanny Wadkins, who started the final round six shots
behind, made his only birdie of the final round on the
par-5 18th to close with a 70 and force a playoff when
Littler had to settle for par on the closing hole.

every tl,me tl_le _PGA ‘Wadkins won with a par on the third extra hole.
Championship is helfi on It was the first time a major had been decided by sud-
a course that ends with a den death. Back then, the playoff began on the first hole.
par S, that becomes the It wasn't until 1993 that a sudden-death playoff at the
decisive hole. PGA Championship began on the 18th hole.

Here are five of them:

2. BALTUSROL

5. SIWANOY At Baltusrol, two is better than one. The New

Jersey course closed with back-to-back par 5s, and
that was decisive for Phil Mickelson in the 2005 PGA
Championship.

He was tied for the lead in the final round when he
drilled his tee shot on the 554-yard closing hole, perhaps
the most critical shot. That left Mickelson a 3-wood to
try to reach the green, and for an extra dose of luck, he

walked forward and tapped the plaque that commemo-
rates the 1-iron Jack Nicklaus hit in 1967 when he
won the U.S. Open.
Mickelson’s shot was just right of the green, and
he chipped to 2 feet, raising his arms because he
knew he had won. He tapped it in for birdie and
his lone PGA title.

1. VALHALLA

Valhalla Golf Club might be viewed as
among the more ordinary championship
sites, though no one can argue with the
drama.

Kenny Perry had a two-shot lead in
the 1996 PGA Championship, playing
before a home Kentucky crowd, when
he hit his tee shot on the par-5 18th

The inaugural PGA Championship
was held in 1916 at Siwanoy Country
Club in New York, and it tumed into a
dandy championship match between
Jim Barnes and Jock Hutchison that was
decided on the last hole.

Hutchison led most of the 36-hole match,
but he missed a 5-footer on the 35th hole to
leave it tied with the par-5 18th remaining.

Both hit their second shots just short of the
green and pitched up to about 5 feet away, so close
that an official was called out to measure the distance
to see who was away. Hutchison was about an inch far-
ther away and missed another 5-footer. Barnes knocked
in his putt and won his first PGA Championship.

He never gets much credit as the first repeat winner of the
PGA, mainly because the championship was not held again until
1919 because of World War I.

4. PGA NATIONAL

The PGA Championship first went to its Florida headquarters in

1971 when it was held in February, making it the first major of the
year. Jack Nicklaus won wire-to-wire, closing with a 73 for a two- o
]

shot victory. well to the left and made bogey. Mark
It was far more dramatic in 1987 when the PGA was held in the Brooks made birdie to force a playoff,
heat of August. AT V A L H A I_ I_ A and Brooks beat him in the playoff when
Larry Nelson and Lanny Wadkins finished at 1-under 287, neither Perry again failed to find the fairway.
making birdie on the par-5 closing hole with a chance to win. Nelson Nothing topped 2000, however. Tiger
won in a sudden-death playoff, though that took place at No. 10. A large bunker protects the left side of the fairway, Woods, going for his third consecutive
Overlooked at this PGA was the first blown chance by Scott Hoch. with a pond down the right side. A decent shot will major, was tied for the lead and had a 6-foot
He was well off ahead of the final group and had an 8-foot birdie putt allow most players to go for the green. The second birdie putt on the 18th. That putt became
for a 67 — no one shot better than 69 the last day — that surely shot needs to come in high to an elevated green even more critical when Bob May knocked in

would have given him his first major. Hoch missed the 8-foot birdie with a bunker guarding the entire front portion. The an 18-foot birdie putt. Woods had to make it or his

putt — and then missed from 3 feet for a bogey that ultimately left green has severe sloping that runs from the upper unprecedented sweep in the majors would not have

him one shot out of the playoff. portion to the lower left and right levels. happened. He made the putt to force the first three-hole
Two years later, Hoch would miss a more famous 3-foot birdie putt playoff in PGA history. On the 18th in the playoff, Woods

at the Masters against Nick Faldo. AP lllustration is schematic; SOUR alhalla Golf Club, AP. got up-and-down from a bunker for par to win by one.
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NFL sideline tech
enters digital age
with introduction of
specialized tablets

By RacHEL COHEN
The Associated Press

NEW YORK
FL teams used to take Polaroid pic-
tures of plays from atop the stadium
during games then send them down
to the field on a rope.

Technology improved so that an automated
camera could deliver the images to a printer
on the sideline, creating that familiar sight of a
quarterback staring at a sheet of paper to fig-
ure out what went wrong on an interception.

That was still the case last season, when
fans in the stands could watch highlights on
their smartphones, but players and coaches
were flipping through three-ring binders of
black-and-white photos.

The NFL sideline is finally
catching up.

Sort of.

Microsoft Surface tab

were allowed on NFL si

for the first time last Sunday
during the Hall of Fame game
in Canton, Ohio, though they
weren't exactly running the
most cutting-edge apps.
Microsoft, OrangeLV Hol dings LLC/AP

Deal in place to send Love to Cavs

NBA, Page 62

Tablets were allowed for the first time Sun-
day night with the Hall of Fame game, al-
though a few kinks had to be worked out early
on.

“I was told mine was going to work, and
mine didn’t work,” Bills coach Doug Marrone
said after his team lost 17-13 to the New York
Giants. “They said they would get it right and
there was miscommunication.”

Marrone said that the tablet did
work in the second half and
he “liked it a lot.”

The tablets
won't ex-
actly

be running the most cutting-edge apps. The
devices will replicate the old system of trans-
mitting still photos to the field — but faster,
clearer and in color.

No surfing the Web. No selfies or tweets. And
more important from a football standpoint: no
watching replays of the last snap.

“The purity of the game has always been not
having video,” Tennessee Titans coach Ken
Whisenhunt said. “So when you’re looking at
pictures you have to sometimes guess, or a lot

of times the pictures aren’t what really
exactly happened. That part of it is
still coaching, and I kind of

like that.”

Capuano, Yanks top Verlander
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