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Daniel Meyer, right,  with wife Harmonie, rarely leaves his Las Vegas home these days. Meyer, a former staff sergeant in the Air Force, 
suffered lung damage that was traced to his time in Iraq, when he was ordered to shoot birds in a burning trash pit. 
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Obama, Texas base 
mourn fallen soldiers 
at memorial service 

A look inside the store 
where firearms used 
in 2 shootings were sold

BY JOHN VANDIVER 
AND SLOBODAN LEKIC

Stars and Stripes

NATO’s next move in response 
to the crisis in Ukraine is likely to 
be more of the same: more NATO 
fighters patrolling  over the Bal-
tics, more rotations of warships 
into the Black Sea and more sur-
veillance of Russian movements 
around Ukraine.

Since Russia annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimea Peninsula last month, 

NATO has sought to reassure jit-
tery members concerned about 
Moscow’s suspected expansionist 
aims  by boosting its presence in 
those countries that border Rus-
sia, Ukraine and Moldova,  offi-
cials said.

“Essentially, what we are look-
ing at is a package of land, air and 
maritime measures that would 
build assurance for our eastern-
most allies,” Gen. Philip Breed-
love, NATO’s supreme allied 

commander Europe and head of 
U.S. European Command, told 
The Associated Press in an inter-
view Wednesday. “I’m tasked to 
deliver this by next week. I fully 
intend to deliver it early.”

U.S. soldiers from the Texas-
based 1st Brigade, 1st Cavalry 
Division — the unit already des-
ignated as the U.S.  contribution 
to the NATO Reaction Force — 
 could be deployed  to the region to 
train with allies in the east. How-

ever, any such move would be on
a rotational basis rather than any
permanent repositioning of an ad-
ditional Army brigade in Europe,
military officials said. 

“Rotating them over to par-
ticipate in an exercise is one of 
the many options on the table
to reassure allies,” said Col.
Martin Downie, spokesman for
Supreme Headquarters Allied
Powers Europe. 

SEE NATO ON PAGE 2

Alliance reviewing variety of options in effort to reassure allies, deter Russia

NATO eyes moving forces eastward
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Other NATO options now under 
review include the deployment of 
aircraft to guard NATO airspace 
that borders Russia as well as 
planes capable of striking against 
ground forces. A more prominent 
naval presence in the Baltic and 
Black seas  also could be an option 
for the alliance, military officials 
said.

As the crisis in Ukraine press-
es on, the U.S. and its allies in 
Europe are being forced to re-
consider the security landscape 
in Europe during what many ex-
perts have described as perhaps 
the  continent’s most significant 
crisis in a generation.

In the short term, NATO’s 
focus will be on ways to reassure 
allies and to deter any chance of 
Russian aggression on alliance 
territory — a move regarded by 
experts as highly unlikely. What’s 
less clear is whether Moscow 
 at some point  will intervene in 
eastern Ukraine, where Russia 
has amassed thousands of troops 
along the border, rattling both 
Kiev and NATO. 

Adm. James Stavridis, who 
served four years as NATO’s SA-
CEUR before retiring last year, 
sa id Breedlove’s recommenda-
tions  likely will focus on three 
core areas: posturing NATO for 
contingency operations, reassur-

ing allies and military coopera-
tion with Ukraine.

Some specific steps could in-
clude activation of command-
and-control centers within the 
NATO command structure, sur-
veillance of Russian forces and 
events in Ukraine, and placing 
the NATO Response Force on 
alert, Stavridis told Stars and 
Stripes. Other likely actions in 
the region include moving air-
craft, ships and troops into na-
tions in the eastern part of the 
alliance, especially the Baltics 
and Poland, as well as conduct-
ing military exercises.

More support for Ukrainian 
forces could take many forms, 
including NATO military men-
tors and trainers, intelligence-
sharing, the transfer of weapons 
and ammunition, and nonlethal 
assistance, such as night vision 
devices and communication gear, 
said Stavridis, who now serves 
as dean of the Fletcher School at 
Tufts University.

“I doubt they are looking seri-
ously at boots on the ground or 
other combat options,” he said, 
adding that the U.S. could be 
forced to take a harder look at its 
overall force posture in Europe in 
light of the crisis. 

“I would guess the entire draw-
down is being re-evaluated, and 
we may end up with three or even 

four combat brigades back in Eu-
rope, as well as restoration of the 
combat aircraft cuts of recent 
years,” Stavridis said.

During the next six months, 
U.S. European Command and 
U.S. authorities are likely “to look 
seriously at the U.S. ground and 
air footprint,” he said. “Assuming 
decisions by the end of the year, 
effects would begin to be felt in 
2015.” 

“If not a full-blown Cold War, 
we certainly look to be heading 
into a very frosty Cool War in the 
years ahead,” Stavridis said.

Paradoxically, the Ukrainian 
crisis may help revitalize NATO 
and give it a new lease on life 
after its engagement in the long 
war in Afghanistan ends later 
this year. 

Conceived originally as a bul-
wark against Soviet expansion in 
the 1940s and ’50s, the alliance 
lost its main raison d’etre with the 
end of the Cold War and the dis-
appearance of its only external 
military threat. Since then, it has 
engaged in a series of military 
actions that had little to do with 
its original defensive purpose 
— such as the conflict in Kosovo, 
the bombing of Libya  and anti-
 piracy patrols off the Somali coast 
— leading to widespread doubts 
about the future need for a trans-
Atlantic military alliance.

So far, there has been no sign 
during the Ukraine crisis that
Russia, whose defense budget is
just 10 percent of NATO military
spending, poses a military threat
to any member nation. Still, the
prospect of Russian military ac-
tion in Ukraine has galvanized 
those in the alliance who say it
represents the best reason for 
returning the organization to its 
original purpose. 

NATO Secretary-General
Anders Fogh Rasmussen has
said Russian actions in Ukraine
threaten the post-Cold War order
and pose a security threat to Eu-
rope as a whole.

On Thursday, Moscow re-
sponded, accusing Rasmussen of 
exploiting the crisis to justify the 
alliance’s existence by conjuring
up a nonexistent threat.

“The constant accusations
against us (show) that the alli-
ance is trying to use the crisis in
Ukraine to rally its ranks in the 
face of an imaginary external
threat to NATO members and to
strengthen demand for the al-
liance … in the 21st century,”
Russia’s Foreign Ministry said in 
a statement.

vandiver.john@stripes.com
lekic.slobodan@stripes.com

“Their heroism, their 
courage, their bravery 
— that’s what they’re 

stealing.”
— Lisa Pucino Haglof, who is 

 seeking to strengthen the Stolen 
Valor Act after a man accused 

of stealing the identity of her 
brother, a Green Beret who died in 

Afghanistan, was charged with crim-
inal  impersonation, a misdemeanor

See story on Page 8 
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Drinking episode costs general job, rank
 BY ROBERT BURNS

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The two-
star Air Force general fired last 
fall as commander of the nuclear 
missile corps because of alcohol-
fueled misbehavior will retire 
in June at a lower rank, the Air 
Force said Thursday.

Maj. Gen. Michael Carey was 
commander of 20th Air Force, 
with responsibility for the entire 
fleet of 450 Minuteman 3 nuclear 
missiles, when he was fired last 
October following an official in-
vestigation of his actions while 
leading a U.S. government del-
egation to a nuclear security ex-
ercise in Russia last July.

Carey will retire as a brigadier 
general, one rank below major 

general. He 
did not im-
mediately 
respond to 
an Associ-
ated Press 
request for 
comment.

Investiga-
tors deter-
mined that 
Carey had 

engaged in “inappropriate behav-
ior,” including heavy drinking, 
rudeness to his hosts and asso-
ciating with “suspect” women, 
according to the investigative re-
port made public in December.

After the Russia trip, a mem-
ber of his delegation lodged a 
complaint about Carey’s behav-
ior. That person, described as a 

female staff member in the Of-
fice of the Secretary of Defense, 
asserted to investigators that 
on the delegation’s first night in 
Moscow, Carey was drinking and 
speaking loudly in a hotel lounge 
about how he was “saving the 
world” and that his forces suffer 
from low morale.

The investigators said Carey, 
whom they interviewed at length 
on Sept. 4, seemed to forget sub-
stantial portions of what hap-
pened in Russia. The report also 
said that at times he clammed up 
or gave testimony at odds with 
others in the delegation.

After being relieved of com-
mand, Carey was allowed to re-
main in the Air Force; he has been 
serving as a staff officer at Air 

Force Space Command, where he
has no responsibility for nuclear 
weapons. An Air Force spokes-
man, Maj. Mathew Hasson, said
Carey’s final duty day is Friday
and he will retire June 1.

The decision to not allow him to 
retire in his current rank of major
general was made by Air Force
Secretary Deborah Lee James.

Carey’s firing was one of sever-
al setbacks for the nuclear force 
over the past year. 

The Associated Press has doc-
umented serious security lapses
and complaints of low morale and
“rot” within the intercontinental 
ballistic missile  force, as well as 
an independent assessment of
“burnout” among a sampling of
nuclear missile launch officers
and junior security forces. 

Carey
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 BY ADAM ASHTON

The (Tacoma, Wash.) News Tribune 

 Medal of Honor recipient Capt. 
William Swenson has rejoined 
the Army and has been assigned 
to Joint Base Lewis-McChord’s I 
Corps, the corps spokesman said 
Wednesday.

Swenson’s appointment to the 
corps plans office means that 
three of the six living military 
servicemembers who have re-
ceived the Medal of Honor for 
actions of Afghanistan are now 
assigned to Lewis-McChord.

Swenson, Sgt. 1st Class Leroy 
Petry and Staff Sgt. Ty Carter 
are the only Medal of Honor re-
cipients still on active  duty.

The three of them were rec-

ognized last week at a ceremony 
in Olympia in which their names 
were added to the state’s Medal 
of Honor monument. Petry and 
Carter wore dress uniforms to 
the event, while Swenson wore a 
civilian suit.

I Corps spokesman Col. Dave 
Johnson said Swenson joined the 
Lewis-McChord headquarters on 
March 14 as a captain.

Swenson, of Seattle, left the 
Army in 2011, two years after 
he repeatedly risked his life to 
recover the bodies of ambushed 
Marines and Afghan soldiers in 
Kunar Province. Five U.S. mili-
tary servicemembers and nine of 
their Afghan partners lost their 
lives in the battle.

During the battle, Swenson 
coordinated combat aviation and 

helicopter assets. He fought to 
rescue a wounded comrade, and 
delivered first aid under enemy 
fire.

He received the nation’s high-
est military honor in an October 
ceremony at the White House, 
two years after Marine Dakota 
Meyer received a Medal of Honor 
for his role in the same battle.

A McClatchy investigation by 

reporter Jonathan Landay, who
was embedded with the troops
during the ambush, showed that 
Swenson’s nomination for the
medal was delayed because the
Army lost his paperwork.

Carter serves in  Lewis-
 McChord’s 7th Infantry Division. 
Petry soon is expected to retire
from the 2nd Battalion, 75th 
Ranger Regiment. 

Medal of Honor recipient rejoins Army

Name of 
Marine shot 
at NC base 
released

 The Associated Press

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C.  — The 
Marine killed in what authorities 
are describing as an apparently 
accidental shooting at a North 
Carolina military base has been 
identified as a 21-year-old Texan 
on sentry duty.

Lance Cpl. Mark N. Boterf, of 
Crowley, Texas, died after a single 
gunshot wound to the chest earlier 
in the week at the main entrance 
to the sprawling Camp Lejeune 
base, the Marine Corps said in a 
statement late Wednesday.

The statement from Marine 
Corps Base Camp Lejeune added 
that Boterf — a member of the 
2nd Radio Battalion, II Marine 
Expeditionary Force Headquar-
ters Group — was on temporary 
assignment as a Marine sentry. 
Boterf joined the Marine Corps 
in 2012 and had no deployment 
history, it added.

Camp Lejeune spokesman 
Capt. Joshua Smith said Wednes-
day that a Marine colleague dis-
charged a single shot from his 
M4 rifle in a guard shack at the 
main base entrance Tuesday and 
remains in custody. The Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service is 
investigating.

The name of the shooter, who 
is male, hasn’t been released. No 
charges have been filed at this 
time. There were other guards at 
the gate, but no one else was hurt, 
officials said.

On Wednesday, a Pentagon 
spokesman said Wednesday that 
the fatal shooting of a Marine on 
guard duty by a colleague at a 
North Carolina base appears to 
have been an accident.

Indications point to a “negli-
gent discharge” as the cause of 
Tuesday’s death in a guard shack 
at the main gate to Camp Lejeune, 
Department of Defense spokes-
man Army Col. Steven Warren 
told reporters.

  It will take several weeks of 
examination to confirm that the 
shooting was accidental, base 
spokesman Nat Fahy has said in 
a statement. 
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FORT HOOD SHOOTINGS

BY JENNIFER HLAD

Stars and Stripes

 FORT HOOD, Texas — The 
lives of the three soldiers killed in 
the mass shooting last week were 
defined by their love for the Army, 
and their last moments were de-
fined by their love for their com-
rades, President Barack Obama 
said Wednesday at a memorial 
service in their honor.

Three thousand soldiers and 
families sat under a cloudless 
sky on the lawn in front of the III 
Corps headquarters building at 
Fort Hood, blocked from the road 
by shipping containers stacked 
three high. On the stage, three 
fallen soldier memorials provid-
ed a reminder of Sgt. 1st Class 
Daniel Ferguson, Staff Sgt. Car-
los Lazaney-Rodriguez and Sgt. 
Timothy Owens, who authorities 
say were fatally shot by Spc. Ivan 
Lopez before Lopez turned the 
gun on himself.

Ferguson, who was engaged to 
be married, held a door closed as 
Lopez tried to push his way into 
an office, Obama said, saving the 
lives of others even as he sacri-
ficed his own.

Owens, who helped counsel 

other soldiers, was shot as he 
walked toward Lopez in an effort 
to calm him down, Obama said.

Lazaney-Rodriguez, who was 
just months away from retire-
ment, was killed as he stood guard 
at a medical facility.

“The loss of these three soldiers 
is a terrible tragedy,” said Gen. 
Ray Odierno, chief of staff of the 
Army. “Our job as leaders is to 
prepare our soldiers for the chaos 
of war. Yet somehow, the loss of 
comrades in the heat of battles is 
a risk we understand, and, with 
time, can accept.”

That these losses happened on 
American soil makes them es-
pecially heartbreaking, Odierno 
said.

 Soldiers can’t help but feel 
echoes of 2009, Odierno said, when 
Maj. Nidal Hasan opened fire in a 
medical clinic at this  post, killing 
13 people and injuring 32 others.

Now, he said, “We must come 
together as an Army, as a commu-
nity and as a nation, to learn from 
Wednesday’s tragic events and 
support and heal one another.”

The military must do more to 
identify the risk factors that lead 
to violence, he said, and to support 
the families and community that 

is affected by it.
“We do not know why one sol-

dier is strengthened by tough 
times, and another cannot see a 
way forward,” Odierno said, “but 
we must and we will be there for 
them.”

Obama also called for a renewed 
commitment to keep troops safe, 
at home and abroad.

“In our open society, and at vast 
bases like this, we can never elimi-
nate every risk. But as a nation, we 
can do more to help counsel those 
with mental health issues, to keep 
firearms out of the hands of those 
who are having such deep difficul-
ties,” Obama said. “As a military, 
we must continue to do everything 
in our power to secure our facili-
ties and spare others this pain.”

 Ferguson, 39, of Mulberry, Fla., 
served nearly 21 years in the Army 
and deployed to Kuwait, Iraq and 
Afghanistan. The avid Cowboys 
fan played several sports in high 
school, and, his fiancee told the 
president, the Army was his life.

Lazaney-Rodriguez, 38, of May-
aguez, Puerto Rico, came from 
a close-knit family, following in 
his father’s footsteps by enlisting , 
Odierno said. 

He was known as a meticulous 

soldier, “leading from the front, 
with a tough, but kind” nature, 
Odierno said. 

Lazaney-Rodriguez served 19 
years and deployed to Kuwait and 
Iraq. 

A friend said he was “the epit-
ome of what you would want a 
leader to be in the Army,” Obama 
said.

Owens, 37, of Effingham, Ill., 
taught martial arts before he 

joined the military and loved
working on cars, according to 
military leaders and friends. 

He served for 10 years, and 
deployed to Afghanistan, Iraq
and Kuwait. “He would help
out anybody. That’s just how he
was,” Caycee Hauck, a friend of
Owens’, told reporters after the
memorial. 
hlad.jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @jhlad

BY JENNIFER HLAD

Stars and Stripes

KILLEEN, Texas — Guns Galore, a small 
brick building on South Fort Hood Street, 
has a red-and-white awning under a sign 
with a rifle sight as the “O” in the store’s 
name. The sides of the building are painted 
white, with signs promising 3,000 guns in 
stock and “1,700 plus on display.”

Inside, rows of display cases are packed 
with carefully arranged handguns and 
handwritten prices, and rifles spaced inches 
apart reach up to the ceiling. Posters remind 
customers that it is illegal to buy a firearm 
for someone else, and remind parents that a 
gun store is no place for children .

Comic strips and  memes are taped to the 
top of the counter. Behind it, a neon yellow 
sign warns “No idiots allowed.”

This is where Spc. Ivan Lopez bought the 
.45-caliber Smith & Wesson he used in the 
April 2 mass shooting at Fort Hood. Maj. 
Nidal Hasan shopped at the same store in 
2009, buying the FN-57 and two laser sights 
he used to kill 13 and injure more than 30 
others at the same military base.

Lopez filled out the required paperwork, 
passed the background check and was 
not acting suspiciously, according to Greg 
Ebert, a retired police officer who works at 
the store and sold Lopez the semi-automat-
ic weapon March 1. The entire transaction 
took about 20 minutes, he said.

Guns Galore, which opened in 1999, is 
not the only place in town to buy a gun.   It 
is popular with soldiers, and the extensive 

 stock means  customers are likely to find 
what they want.

 After the second rampage on the post, 
Ebert is wary of the media and quick to 
point out that the store is “not the story.”

“We are a legitimate business,” he said. 
“We follow the rules.”

Buying a firearm
On Monday morning,  soldiers in camou-

flage and older civilian men stood in the aisle 
nearest the counter, browsing the weapons 
and talking to the staff. A young soldier 
 asked for help finding a new deer rifle, in 
anticipation of  hunting season. A man in ci-
vilian clothes pored over the pistols.

T he men  working the counter  greeted 
everyone who walked in the door, offering 
help and  answering questions . Two soldiers 
in digital camouflage filled out the paper-
work required by federal law to buy a gun.

The Firearms Transaction Record, a U.S. 
Department of Justice form, is required for 
all buyers .  Questions  include whether the 
buyer has been found mentally defective 
or been committed to a mental institution, 
whether he or she uses or is addicted to 
drugs, has been discharged from the mili-
tary under dishonorable conditions or has 
been convicted of domestic violence. An-
swering yes disqualifies a potential buyer.

One of the soldiers had a concealed hand-
gun license, which means that he has com-
pleted a background check and provided 
information about his psychiatric, drug, 
alcohol and criminal history. For custom-

ers who do not hold that license — including 
Lopez and Hasan — the salesman calls the 
FBI for a background check . 

 Texans can  carry rifles or shotguns in 
plain view with no permit, but must have a 
permit to carry concealed handguns . Texans 
are not allowed to openly carry handguns. 

Gun stores rely on the process to weed out 
those attempting to buy a weapon illegally. 
But they have no way of knowing  if someone 
is being treated for mental health issues.

 Ebert said he believes soldiers  with men-
tal health issues or  under psychological 
evaluation should be flagged so that gun 
stores will know — after a background 
check — not to sell weapons to them.  He 
said he knows there are concerns about at-

tempts to restrict individual rights, but he
balanced that with a question:

Do you really want someone who is men-
tally unstable to have a gun?

Plot thwarted in 2011
Ebert has reported suspicious behavior in

the past. In July 2011, he called authorities 
about Pfc. Naser Jason Abdo, who, Ebert 
said then, wore sunglasses inside , acted aloof
and didn’t wait for his change or receipt.  

Ebert told media at the time that Abdo
bought an unusually large amount of smoke-
less gunpowder, three boxes of shotgun
ammunition, and a magazine for a pistol. 
He notified the  police department, which 
tracked him to a local hotel. Abdo was later
sentenced to life in prison for a plot to set off 
bombs and shoot soldiers at Fort Hood.

During Hasan’s trial in August, Guns 
Galore owner Chad Cheadle said Hasan’s
demeanor did not seem strange . He did 
make one unusual request, Cheadle said: 
He asked the salesman to demonstrate as-
sembling and disassembling the weapon so
he could record it on his cellphone. Hasan 
was found guilty and sentenced to death.

On Wednesday, President Barack Obama 
said Americans must honor the memory of 
the three soldiers killed April 2 by renew-
ing their commitment to keep troops safe, 
“not just in battle but on the home front, as
well.” That includes doing more for anyone
suffering from mental illness, he said, and
making sure “we never stigmatize those
who have the courage to seek help.”  

  CAROLYN KASTER/AP

Mourners comfort each other Wednesday during the final roll call     for 
 soldiers killed in a shooting last week at Fort Hood, Texas. 

Community grieves again

Small gun shop that sold weapon to Lopez is popular with soldiers

 AP

Greg Ebert   reported a  transaction in 
2011 that resulted in an arrest and 
conviction of an AWOL soldier .
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USFK workers threaten 
strike over stagnant pay

Test group given 
prototype cover 
for female sailors

Stars and Stripes

A prototype combination cover 
has been issued to a small test 
group of female sailors as part 
of a larger plan to redesign the 
female uniform to more closely 
match the male version.

The prototype cover resembles 
the male version but has a wom-
an’s head size and proportions in 
mind.

A test group of about 30 female 
sailors based in the Washington  
area were given the prototypes 
Tuesday and Wednesday and 
will wear them to evaluate fit 
and function, the Navy said in a 
statement. In the fall, the test will 
be expanded to a larger group of 
about 100 sailors.

After the trial period ends, the 
groups’ feedback, as well as com-
ments from observers, will be 
shared in an online survey and in 
focus groups.

Anyone who sees the female 
sailors’ prototype covers and 
wishes to share their comments 
with the Navy can email their ob-
servations to usnpeople@gmail.
com, the Navy statement said 

Wednesday.
Late last year, Navy Secretary 

Ray Mabus approved a proposal 
to bring the dress blues worn 
by some enlisted women closer 
to those worn by men. The plan 
calls for a redesign of the service 
dress blue uniform for enlisted fe-
male sailors from seaman recruit 
through petty officer first class 
and the combination covers worn 
by female chief petty officers and 
above, according to the Navy.

“As you look out across a group 
of sailors, you ought to see not 
female and male Sailors, but sail-
ors,” Mabus said in the Decem-
ber announcement discussing the 
change.

The proposed redesign was 
made by Chief of Naval Person-
nel Vice Adm. Bill Moran, aided 
by an internal May 2013 uniform 
survey in which more than 1,000 
female sailors were asked to 
weigh their satisfaction in wear-
ing the male combination cover, 
dixie cup and winter jumper-style 
uniform.
news@stripes.com

BY ASHLEY ROWLAND 
AND YOO KYONG CHANG

Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — Thou-
sands of South Koreans who work 
for the U.S. military could go on 
strike later this month to protest 
what union officials describe as 
stagnant wages, unstable jobs and 
unfair working conditions.

U.S. Forces Korea countered 
that it has followed appropriate 
procedures and pointed to its 
recent decision to fully fund the 
salaries of its Korean employees 
— most of whom are normally 
paid by South Korea — thus 
averting the furloughs of more 
than 12,000 Korean employees 
earlier this month.

Kim Song-yong, head of the 
USFK Korean Employees Union, 
said this week he doesn’t know 
how many employees might take 
part in a strike, which would be 
timed to coincide with President 
Barack Obama’s visit later this 
month. He wouldn’t speculate 
how long it would last.

“We will fight until our re-
quirements are fully satisfied and 

until USFK complies with our re-
quests,” he said.

The union’s 9,500 members are 
scheduled to vote April 14-16 on 
whether to strike, according to 
the union’s website.

The National Assembly is pre-
paring to meet in a special ses-
sion this month that is expected to 
include a debate over a controver-
sial defense cost-sharing agree-
ment with the U.S.

Under the Special Measures 
Agreement, South Korea pays as 
much as 71 percent of salaries for 
Korean employees who work for 
USFK, while the U.S. pays the 
rest. However, the National As-
sembly has not ratified the latest 
SMA due to concerns about an 
increase in Seoul’s contributions 
and a perceived lack of oversight 
of how USFK spends Korean-
 provided funds.

Had USFK not decided last 
month to provide full funding for 
their salaries, the Korean employ-
ees could have been furloughed 
beginning April 1.

“This decision reflects how 
much local national employees 

are valued and demonstrates U.S.
concern for maintaining force
readiness to deter aggression and
defend the ROK,” the command
said in a statement.

Choe Ung Sik, the union’s gen-
eral secretary, said that in addi-
tion to complaints about shortened
work hours, employees want to 
strike because their wages have
been frozen for the past three 
years, though they are supposed 
to increase this year. 

“A wage freeze is the same as a
wage cut,” he said. 

He also said plans are under-
way to replace some South Kore-
an workers with U.S. civilians in 
violation of the Status of Forces 
Agreement. USFK says its staff-
ing does not violate the SOFA. 

USFK also said that because 
USFK’s Korean workers are em-
ployed by the U.S. government, 
their salaries are subject to U.S.
laws and regulations that include 
restrictions on annual raises. The
command said it is evaluating pay 
adjustments for them.
rowland.ashley@stripes.com
chang.yookyong@stripes.com 
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BY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes

 STUTTGART, Germany — 
Less than a month after sending 
a “limited number” of CV-22 Os-
preys and refueling aircraft into 
central Africa to assist in the hunt 
for fugitive warlord Joseph Kony, 
the U.S. military is pulling those 
additional assets out of the mis-
sion, a top U.S. general said.

“In fact, they’ve just begun 
to move back out,” Africa Com-
mand Gen. David Rodriguez told 
reporters in Washington, accord-
ing to a transcript of the briefing. 

In late March, 150 noncom-
bat troops were sent to Uganda 
along with the tilt-rotor aircraft 
as part of an effort to bolster the 
effectiveness of regional forces 

involved in the yearslong search 
for Kony and his Lord’s Resis-
tance Army. The assets, which 
were on loan from U.S. Central 
Command, were described at the 
outset as temporary in nature. 

Rodriguez did not rule out the 
return of Ospreys and other air-
lift capabilities to central Africa 
but said that it would depend on 
new intelligence and whether the 
assets were requested by the Af-
rican Union regional task force, 
which is headed up by Uganda.

“The biggest challenge that the 
African Union regional task force 
is having is light mobility, to get 
after Kony and his leaders,” Ro-
driguez said Tuesday. “So we’ll 
again, support those efforts  — as 
required,” he said.

The added aircraft and the 
troops that came with them were 
stationed in Uganda, but they 
were to be used in the areas of 
the Central African Republic, 
the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, and South Sudan where 
the LRA has operated.

In 2011, President Barack 
Obama sent about 100 U.S. troops 
to several small military camps 
in central Africa to support re-
gional militaries in areas such as 
training, intelligence gathering 
and operational planning.

Despite those efforts, the 
whereabouts of Kony remains 
unknown. Still, military officials 
say the mission has had some suc-
cesses, including numerous high-
level defections from the ranks of 

the LRA, which today stands at 
only about 200 fighters.

Despite the multinational 
search, the LRA has proven hard 
to track, operating across some 
of Africa’s most remote territo-
ries in the vast border regions of 
South Sudan, the DRC and CAR. 
Much of the dense jungle terrain 
is roadless.

The number of people killed 
by the LRA, known for abduct-
ing children to serve as soldiers, 
has dropped by more than 75 per-
cent since 2010, according to U.S. 
officials.

The LRA poses no direct threat 
to American interests but is po-
tentially destabilizing for U.S. 
allies.
vandiver.john@stripes.com 

 BY GILLIAN FLACCUS

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO  — The family 
of four with a seriously ailing 1-
year-old had already struggled 
for days aboard their 36-foot 
sailboat by the time skydiving 
National Guardsmen answered 
their distress call from hundreds 
of miles off the Mexican coast.

“They were elated, they were 
ecstatic,” when the four parares-
cue men jumped 1,500 feet out 
of an aircraft into the open sea 
to reach them and stabilize the 
child, Capt. Lejon Boudreaux, 
combat rescue officer for the Cal-
ifornia Air National Guard, said 
Wednesday after the family was 
delivered safely to San Diego.

Eric and Charlotte Kaufman 
along with their daughters Cora, 
3, and Lyra, 1, had been on a 
round-the-world cruise when 
Lyra’s illness forced them to call 
for help.

Even with the arrival of the 
rescuers, their ordeal on the open 
Pacific Ocean was hardly over.

For the next 3½ days the family 
and the crewmembers huddled 
together on the disabled boat as 
8-foot waves pounded them. The 
boat took on water.

By the time a Navy warship 
reached the Rebel Heart, strong 
winds and rough seas kept sailors 
from reaching them for hours.

A helicopter pilot from the war-
ship the USS Vandegrift said vis-
ibility was so poor he requested 
a flare signal to pinpoint the 
sailboat.

When sailors from the Vander-
grift finally reached the sailboat 
Sunday morning, waves forced 
them to offload one person at a 
time to a pitching rescue boat. 
The effort took two hours.

“Stand on top of a 6-foot lad-
der, have a friend throw a bucket 
of saltwater in your face, rinse 
and repeat for two hours,” Boat-
swain’s Mate 2nd Class Ian Mat-
thew Gabriel said in describing 
the conditions.

Once the rescue boat started 
speeding toward the frigate, Cora 

began to laugh in amazement.
“The 3-year-old was having a 

ball. She thought it was the most 
fun thing ever and the rest of us 
were white-knuckled,” Lt. Junior 
Grade Chris Cheezum said.

The sailboat had to be sunk. 
The family was able to save only 
a few of their belongings.

Despite their ordeal, the fam-
ily looked like typical vacationers 
in a photo released by the Navy 
after the ship docked at Naval Air 
Station North Island. Father Eric 
was dressed in shorts and a base-
ball cap while lugging bags, and 
his wife walking behind, holding 
Lyra in a strap-on carrier and 
grasping Cora’s hand.

The Kaufmans’ decision to 
sail around the world with two 
young children drew accusations 
of recklessness from some ob-
servers and praise from others 
for their courageous spirit. Crit-

ics also urged the government 
to bill the family for the rescue 
expenses.

The Kaufmans first want to 
tend to Lyra and get some rest 
before talking publicly, Charlotte 
Kaufman’s sister, Sariah English, 
said.

The couple sent a statement 
from the ship on Sunday defend-
ing their actions, saying “when 
we departed on this journey more 
than a year ago, we were then and 
remain today confident that we 
prepared as well as any sailing 
crew could.”

Eric Kaufman is a Coast Guard-
licensed captain.

When they first set off from 
San Diego on their cruise, Char-
lotte Kaufman was pregnant with 
Lyra. They stopped in Mexico for 
the birth. 

The baby had salmonella in 
Mexico but her pediatrician had 

assured them she was over it and 
safe to travel when they set off 
again on their voyage last month, 
English said.

Shortly into the trip, she start-
ed showing symptoms and did 
not respond to antibiotics. Then 
the Rebel Heart lost its steering 
and communication abilities. The 
Kaufmans used a satellite phone 
to call the Coast Guard for help  
April 3.

“She wasn’t quite on death’s 
door yet, but a couple more days 
she would’ve been,” Master Sgt. 
Klay Bendle, one of the parares-
cuemen, said after returning to 
base at Moffett Airfield in North-
ern California.

“They were really appreciative. 
They were actually surprised 
that America would spend the ef-
fort and the time and dollars and 
possible lives to go and help them 
out,” Bendle said. 

 BY LAUREN KIRKWOOD

McClatchy Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — A House of
Representatives committee blast-
ed the Department of Veterans
Affairs on Wednesday over a lack 
of progress and accountability in
the aftermath of at least 23 pre-
ventable veteran deaths that were 
the result of delays in treatment 
at VA medical centers across the
country.

One of the centers to come
under heat was the William Jen-
nings Bryan Dorn VA Medical 
Center in Columbia, S.C., where
six patients died as a result of not 
receiving care they needed, ac-
cording to a VA report.

In the third full House Com-
mittee on Veterans Affairs hear-
ing about patient safety, Rep. Jeff 
Miller, R-Fla., chairman of the
panel, along with other lawmak-
ers, expressed frustration with
the VA’s unresponsiveness to re-
quests for information. Those in-
cluded the steps the department 
has taken to discipline those re-
sponsible, as well as how funding 
meant to reduce backlogs and im-
prove care has been spent.

In a report released Monday,
the VA said it has identified 76
patients in its health care system
whose care warranted an “insti-
tutional disclosure,” or a formal
notification that a problem with
the patient’s VA care is expect-
ed to result in death or serious
injury.

Of those 76 patients, 23 died, 
and the deaths were primarily
the result of delays in gastroin-
testinal care, the report said. The
report did not state when the pa-
tients died.

Miller called the testimony that 
VA officials submitted to the com-
mittee “ridiculous.”

“It concerns me that my staff 
has been asking for further de-
tails on the deaths that occurred 
as a result of delays in care at VA
medical facilities for months, and
only two days before this hearing 
did the VA provide the informa-
tion we have been asking for,” he 
said.

Barry Coates, an Army veteran
who sought care at the Dorn VA 
Medical Center, testified about
his experience with delays in the 
VA system that ultimately led to
an ongoing battle with colorectal,
liver and lung cancers. 

US pulls assets from Kony search

Navy returns seafaring family to port

COURTESY OF THE U.S. NAVY/AP

 The Kaufman family disembarks from the USS Vandegrift on Wednesday  at Naval Air Station North 
Island in San Diego following their rescue at sea on  Sunday.

VA hit on 
response
to deaths
of veterans
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Vietnam 1966-67 part 1968 
then back again in 1970 part of 
1971 total of three years and nine 
months. ....the rice paddies were 
awful; you sank to your chest at 
times ... the jungles were hot ... 
hard to breathe...dark as midnight 
... but we were Brothers, War-
riors willing to pay for the Price of 
FREEDOM. ....Blood ...Sweat and 
TEARS ... GOD BLESS THE USA.

— William Starnes Sr.   

My husband Jerry Ferguson was 
with the 173rd Airborne and was 
KIA 13 June 1968 and our son, 
only child, was born 24 December 
1968, a very bittersweet time ... 
His son looks just like him...
— Judy Wallace Ferguson Scofield 

We should have honored our Viet-
nam vets with pride, not [made] 
them feel like they did wrong.

— Debbie Dumler 

Any war is a shame, but not those 
who fought it. That’s called being 
a soldier and doing your job. God 
bless those who served and God 
hold those who never returned.

— James Stallions  

I’ve heard vets from that war 
tearfully say the only sound on 
earth as sweet and comforting as 
a mother’s heartbeat is that of the 
B52s coming over the horizon.

— DelRay Rokke

It was a scary time. ...Vietnam vets 

were met only by war protesters 
and jeers of “traitor.” They also 
brought back physical and emo-
tional scars; not even the military 
services acknowledged or recog-
nized PTSD. 

— Linda Denny 

They were pretty much in a war 
like our veterans are right now, 
except this time people are behind 
them. It’s the government we have 
the problem with.

— Mark A Parsons

It was a horrible war and a horrible 
homecoming and all we can do is 
say we are sorry. 

— Robin Wolfinger Gioquindo

Jungle patrol 
in Vietnam  

Find this and other archive photos:
stripes.com/go/vietjungle

The Stars and Stripes Archive 
Photo of the Day of the 173rd Air-
borne Brigade on patrol in Vietnam 
in 1965 struck a chord with readers 
on Facebook. A  Stars and Stripes 
story about the 173rd described 
the jungle as “hot, sultry and dan-
gerous; where you walk 10 yards to 
go forward five; where the enemy 
can be 30 feet away, hidden by the 
foliage ...”

MIKE MEALEY/Stars and Stripes 

Soldiers from the 173rd Airborne Brigade slosh through a stream during a jungle patrol in South Vietnam in May 1965. A Stars and Stripes 
story about the 173rd described the jungle as “hot, sultry and dangerous; where you walk 10 yards to go forward five; where the enemy 
can be 30 feet away, hidden by the foliage; where you pick your feet up almost to your knees to keep from tripping on vines; where you sit 
down for a break only to be covered by insects, such as ants a quarter-inch long.”

stripes.com

Say what?
A sample of reader 

comments from 

 Sergeant sentenced in 
downrange jet fuel theft

GREENVILLE, N.C. — A U.S. 
Army sergeant from a Fort Bragg-
based unit was sentenced to five 
years in prison for helping  to steal 
more than 180,000 gallons of jet 
fuel from a military base in Af-
ghanistan, according to the United 
States Attorney’s office in eastern 
North Carolina . 

During a 2012 deployment,  Sgt. 
1st Class James Edward Travis, of 

the 4th Battalion in the 3rd Spe-
cial Forces Group,    paid another 
soldier to escort an Afghan driver 
with a tanker truck onto Forward 
Operating Base Sharana on mul-
tiple occasions,  officials said.  The 
other soldier would  load fuel onto 
the tanker and escort the driver 
 off the base,  officials said.  The sto-
len fuel had an estimated value of 
about $422,000, the attorney’s of-
fice said in a  press release.

  From wire reports

MILITARY
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 BY TOM PHILPOTT

Military leaders lead. Politi-
cians can lead too, of course, but 
usually not before sticking a wet 
finger into the wind to learn how 
political winds blow.

The contrast was evident 
Wednesday as top enlisted lead-
ers delivered a kind of suck-it-up-
and-punch-us message to a group 
of nervous senators.

The armed services personnel 
subcommittee wanted to know 
how military quality of life would 
be affected if Congress votes to 
cap the annual pay raise again, 
and also to dampen housing al-
lowance increases, to allow com-
missary prices to jump and to 
raise medical fees for families 
and retirees.

As background to this discus-
sion, recall how Congress lacked 
the will to compromise on a grand 
plan to address the nation’s debt 
crisis in 2011. Instead it adopt-
ed an automatic budget cutting 
mechanism — sequestration — 
that in 2013 began to make deep, 
indiscriminate cuts in defense 
spending, putting force readiness 
into a tailspin.

The message  Wednesday from 
the enlisted leader panel, and 
from an earlier panel of the ser-
vices’ three-star personnel chiefs, 
was this: If lawmakers won’t take 
the harder path to repeal seques-
tration cuts, particularly those 
scheduled for 2016 and beyond, 
they should at least ensure cuts 
are applied in a balanced way to 
protect training and readiness. 
Regrettably, that means taking 
the unpopular course military 
leaders lay out in the fiscal 2015 
budget of slowing growth in com-
pensation programs.

Sergeant Major of the Marine 
Corps Micheal P. Barrett told the 
subcommittee that Marines are 
ready to take the hits. But  for gosh 
sakes, get on with it so there’s no 
doubt they stay trained and ready 
for the next fight.

Marines aren’t focused on 
“compensation, benefits or re-
tirement modernization,” Barrett 
said. They have a “bias for ac-

tion” and measure quality of life 
by number deployments and the 
rigor of training.

“They want to know into whose 
neck do we put a boot next,” Bar-
rett said. “They want to know 
about what new equipment are 
we getting. Are we going to mod-
ernize? Just because the budget 
sucks, does that mean we’re not 
going to get any more gear? Are 
we going to stay ahead of our 
competitors?”

All of that could be at risk  in 
the current budget environment  
if pay raises and health benefit 
costs aren’t 
kept in 
check, Bar-
rett testified.

“In my 33 
years, I have 
never seen 
this level of 
quality of life 
ever . We have 
never had it 
so good,” he 
said. “And 
I say that, 
in part, because if we don’t get 
a hold of slowing the growth [in 
compensation], we will become an 
entitlements-based, a health care 
provider-based corps, and not a 
war-fighting organization.”

He said the administration’s 
plan to impose another  1 per-
cent pay cap in January “makes 
sense because our quality of life 
is good.”

Dampening increases to Basic 
Allowances for Housing the next 
several years, until servicemem-
bers are paying 5 percent of off-
base rental costs out of pocket, 
will force families to show more 
fiscal discipline, to adopt better 
spending habits and not to “be so 
wasteful,” Barrett said.

Streamlining Tricare from 
three options down to one plan 

will save administrative costs, he
said, and cutting the commissary 
subsidy will encourage develop-
ment of a better business model 
for base grocery stores.

“But in the grand scheme of 
things, if we don’t get a hold of 
[personnel costs], it’s going to im-
pact our war-fighting capability. 
It’s going to impact our invest-
ment for the next challenge … 
[W e] might be done in Afghani-
stan, but the people we’re fight-
ing, they’re not done with us. And
we need to be more prepared for
what’s around the corner.”

Earlier this day and in other
recent hearings on the 2015 de-
fense budget, members of armed 
services committee noted how
sequestration required tough
choices and how readiness could
fall if some compensation dollars 
weren’t used instead for training,
maintenance and modernization.

Before Barrett spoke, several 
senators said they favored delay-
ing any curbs on compensation
until after the Military Compen-
sation and Retirement Modern-
ization Commission releases its
report next February.

Barrett and colleagues might
have swayed a few minds that
waiting puts force readiness at
greater risk, a point also made
emphatically by Comptroller
Robert Hale and other senior de-
fense officials in recent weeks.

Sen. Angus King,  I-Maine , told
Barrett his response to  the ques-
tion on quality of life was “one of
the best I’ve heard” as a senator. 

“You were crisp and captured
the essence of the dilemma. No-
body here wants to cut pay or do
anything else” to military com-
pensation, King said. “The prob-
lem is we’re in a zero-sum world,
and the testimony we had from
the department two weeks ago
was that this is a $2.1 billion-a-
year proposition — $30 billion
over five years — and that money
will come right out of readiness if 
we don’t make these changes.” 
 To comment, write Military Update, P.O. 
Box 231111, Centreville, VA, or email 
milupdate@aol.com or twitter: Tom 
Philpott @Military_Update.
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NCOs: Slow compensation
to save forces’ readiness 

Hagel seeks to boost 
ties with Mongolia

 BY LOLITA C. BALDOR

The Associated Press

ULAN BATOR, Mongolia 
 — After days of high-profile, 
 pressure-filled meetings, Defense 
Secretary Chuck Hagel got to 
horse around a bit during a short 
stop in Mongolia on Thursday.

Following a time-honored tradi-
tion, Mongolian Defense Minister 
Bat-Erdene Dashdemberel pre-
sented Hagel with a buckskin-col-
ored horse in a ceremony in front 
of that country’s defense ministry. 
Hagel, who was wrapping up a 10-
day trip to the Asia-Pacific region, 
named the horse Shamrock.

Tradition dictates the 9-year-
old gelding be named after 
something of importance to the 
recipient, Hagel said. “Sham-
rock was the mascot of the high 
school that I graduated from, St. 
Bonaventure in Columbus, Neb.,” 
he said. “It was one of the most 
important times of my life.”

Shamrock will stay in Mongo-
lia, where he has been serving 
in the cavalry’s honor guard bat-
talion. No one will ever ride the 
horse but Hagel, officials said.

“Now you be good while I’m 
gone,” Hagel said as he patted the 
stocky horse.

Hagel is the second defense 

secretary in recent years to re-
ceive one of the Mongolian hors-
es, which are bred for endurance. 
Then-Pentagon chief Donald 
Rumsfeld also got one when he 
visited Mongolia in October 2005. 

The gift to Hagel reflected the 
congenial tone of the day, as the 
secretary and Bat-Erdene signed 
an agreement that calls for ex-
panding U.S. military training 
and exercises with Mongolia. The 
agreement signed by Hagel noted 
that Mongolia “serves as a sta-
bilizing influence in Asia and is 
seeking to modernize its military 
in a transparent fashion.”

Landlocked with 2.8 million 
people spread over an area twice 
the size of Texas, Mongolia is 
dwarfed by China, but also re-
lies on the Asian nation for much 
of its economy. It has worked to 
maintain its independence from 
Beijing and Moscow by increas-
ing its ties to other world powers, 
including the U.S. and Japan.

Mongolian troops have been a 
visible and frequent force in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, often providing 
security at U.S. facilities. There 
are about 10,000 active-duty 
Mongolian troops, and to date, 
9,500 have served in Iraq, in Af-
ghanistan or on  other peacekeep-
ing missions around the world. 

Family fights to protect fallen soldier’s memory, identity
 BY C. RYAN BARBER

(Hyannis, Mass.) Cape Cod Times 

 SAGAMORE BEACH, Mass 
— On the evening of Dec. 2, Lisa 
Pucino Haglof logged into her 
Facebook account to find a cryp-
tic message in her inbox.

“This thing tried to friend me,” 
the message read, followed by a 
link to an account.

Pucino Haglof did not know the 
sender. But after clicking on the 
link, she immediately recognized 
the man in the photographs as 
Army Staff Sgt. Matthew Pucino 
— the younger brother she had 
protected all her life, the Green 

Beret who had died four years 
earlier on his third tour of duty in 
Afghanistan.

“I said, ‘What is this?’ I didn’t 
know who the person was. I 
clicked on the link, and obviously 
it was a fake Facebook page. It 
had Matthew’s pictures on it, but 
I knew it wasn’t him,” she said.

The next month, police in a 
town outside Buffalo, N.Y., arrest-
ed Brandon Ashraf, 28, who was 
accused of criminal imperson-
ation, a misdemeanor, in using 
Pucino’s identity on Facebook 
and on dating websites.

Family members were grateful 
for the Cheektowaga investiga-

tion, which police said confirmed 
an allegation brought by Melissa 
Pucino, the youngest of the three 
siblings.

They wanted a stiffer penalty, 
however, for the charge of steal-
ing a soldier’s identity. But their 
push to change the law in honor 
of their fallen brother has found 
an obstacle in a recent Supreme 
Court ruling.

A law called the Stolen Valor 
Act makes a federal crime out of 
falsely claiming to have military 
decorations, but it is not as broad 
as its predecessor. In 2012, the 
Supreme Court struck down a 
2005 version of the law on First 

Amendment grounds, prompt-
ing Congress to pass a narrower 
version that President Barack 
Obama signed last year.

The latest version applies only 
to cases in which there is an “in-
tent to obtain money, property or 
other tangible benefit.”  Violators 
could face a fine, up to a year in 
prison — or both.

When he allegedly passed him-
self off as Matthew Pucino to two 
women on the PlentyOfFish dat-
ing website, Ashraf had no appar-
ent financial motive, meaning the 
Stolen Valor Act did not apply. So 
the Pucino family pushed to have 
broader language returned to the 

law.
“This is the Stolen Valor Act,” 

Pucino Haglof said. “It doesn’t
say stolen money, stolen tangible
items, stolen monetary values.
It’s talking about Matthew and
every other soldier that someone
has impersonated out there. 

“Their heroism, their cour-
age, their bravery — that’s what
they’re stealing. For someone to
take Matthew’s identity and steal 
it, to the women that he’s portray-
ing himself to, they’re tarnishing
his name, his pictures.

“It’s disgraceful. And that’s
why it needs to be changed.” 

ALEX WONG/AP

U.S. Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel, right, is presented with a 
horse as a gift Thursday by Mongolian Defense Minister Bat-Erdene 
Dashdemberel at the Mongolian Ministry of Defense  in Ulan Bator, 
Mongolia. 

Barrett
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 BY KEVIN BEGOS 
AND JOE MANDAK

The Associated Press

MURRYSVILLE, Pa.  — Po-
lice are still trying to determine 
why a 16-year-old boy stabbed 21 
students and a security guard in 
the crowded halls of his suburban 
Pittsburgh high school before an 
assistant principal tackled him.

At least five students were 
critically wounded in the at-
tack Wednesday, including a boy 
whose liver was pierced by a 
knife thrust that narrowly missed 
his heart and aorta, doctors said. 
Others also suffered deep abdom-
inal puncture wounds.

The rampage — which came 
after decades in which U.S. 
schools geared much of their 
emergency planning toward 
mass shootings, not stabbings — 
set off a screaming stampede, left 
blood on the floor and walls, and 
brought teachers rushing to help 
the victims.

The suspect, Alex Hribal, was 
taken into custody and treated for 

a minor hand wound, then was 
brought into court in shackles and 
a hospital gown and charged with 
four counts of attempted homi-
cide and 21 counts of aggravated 
assault. 

He was jailed without bail, and 
authorities said he would be pros-
ecuted as an adult.

As for what set off the attack, 
Murrysville Police Chief Thomas 
Seefeld said investigators were 
looking into reports of a threat-
ening phone call between the 
suspect and another student the 
night before. Seefeld didn’t spec-
ify whether the suspect received 
or made the call.

The FBI joined the investiga-
tion and went to the boy’s house, 
where authorities said they 
planned to confiscate and search 
his computer.

At the brief hearing, District 
Attorney John Peck said that 
after he was seized, Hribal made 
comments suggesting he wanted 
to die.

Defense attorney Patrick 

Thomassey described Hribal as a 
good student who got along with 
others, and asked for a psychiat-
ric examination.

Thomassey told ABC’s Good 
Morning America on Thursday 
that any defense he offers would 
likely be based on Hribal’s mental 
health. He said he hoped to move 
the charges against the teenager 
to juvenile court, where he could 
be rehabilitated. 

If convicted as an adult, Hribal 
faces likely decades in prison.

 The attack unfolded in the 
morning just minutes before the 

start of classes at 1,200-student 
Franklin Regional High School, 
in an upper-middle-class area 15 
miles east of Pittsburgh.

It was over in about five min-
utes, during which the boy ran 
wildly down about 200 feet of hall-
way, slashing away with knives 
about 10 inches long, police said.

Assistant Principal Sam King 
finally tackled the boy and dis-
armed him, and a police officer 
who is regularly assigned to the 
school handcuffed him, police 
said. King’s son told The Asso-
ciated Press that his father was 

treated at a hospital, though au-
thorities said he was not knifed.

In addition to the 22 stabbed
or slashed, two people suffered
other injuries, authorities said. 

The security guard, who was 
wounded after intervening early
in the melee, was not seriously
hurt.

“There are a number of he-
roes in this day. Many of them 
are students,” Gov. Tom Corbett
said during a visit to the stricken
town. “Students who stayed with
their friends and didn’t leave 
their friends.” 

NATION

KEITH SRAKOCIC/AP

Alex Hribal, the suspect in the stabbings at Franklin Regional High School near Pittsburgh, is taken from 
a district magistrate after he was arraigned on charges in the attack on Wednesday  .

Police seeking
motive in teen’s
school attack

Encryption flaw highlights chaotic nature of the Internet
  The Washington Post

A major flaw revealed this 
week in widely used encryption 
software has highlighted one of 
the enduring — and terrifying 
— realities of the Internet: It is 
inherently chaotic, built by multi-
tudes and continuously tweaked, 
with nobody in charge of it all.

The Heartbleed bug, which 
security experts first publicly re-

vealed on Monday, was a product 
of the online world’s makeshift 
nature. While users see the logos 
of big, multibillion-dollar compa-
nies when they shop, bank and 
communicate over the Internet, 
nearly all of those companies rely 
on free software — often built and 
maintained by volunteers — to 
help make those services secure.

Heartbleed, security experts 
say, was lodged in a section of 

code that had been approved two 
years ago by a developer that 
helps maintain OpenSSL, a piece 
of free software created in the 
mid-1990s and still used by com-
panies and government agencies 
almost everywhere.

While the extent of the damage 
caused by the bug may never be 
known, the possibilities for data 
theft are enormous. At the very 

least, many companies and gov-
ernment agencies will have to re-
place their encryption keys, and 
millions of users will have to cre-
ate new passwords on sites where 
they are accustomed to seeing the 
small lock icon that symbolizes 
online encryption.

“This was old code,” said Chris-
topher Soghoian, principal tech-
nologist for the American Civil 
Liberties Union. “Everyone de-

pends on it. And I think that just
everyone assumed that somebody 
else was dealing with it.”

 The flaw could allow hackers
to access encrypted data online,
including user names, passwords, 
credit card numbers and Social 
Security numbers. 

Companies and government 
agencies have been scrambling 
for days to correct the flaw by up-
dating software.   

 The Associated Press

IRWINDALE, Calif.  — A 
Southern California city has de-
clared the factory that produces 
the popular Sriracha hot sauce a 
public nuisance.

The Irwindale City Council’s 
action Wednesday night gives the 
factory 90 days to make chang-
es to stop the spicy odors that 
prompted complaints from some 
residents last fall. Declaring a 
public nuisance will allow city 
officials to enter the factory and 
make changes if the odors persist 
after the deadline.

The decision came despite tes-
timony by air-quality experts that 
progress was being made toward 
a resolution. The South Coast Air 
Quality Management District 
said its inspectors have taken air 
samples inside the plant, and be-

lieved the information gathered 
should allow the factory and the 
city to resolve their differences.

Attorney John Tate, who repre-
sents Sriracha maker Huy Fong 
Foods, Inc., said the company had 
been working with the AQMD 
on its filtration system since the 
complaints first arose and was 
committed to finding long-term 
solutions by June 1.

He called the public nuisance 
declaration a demonstration of 
“the city flexing its muscle and 
thumbing Huy Fong in the eye.”

 Irwindale sued Huy Fong Foods 
last October, asking a judge to halt 
production at the company’s fac-
tory, saying residents downwind 
complained that fumes from the 
grinding of red hot chili peppers 
was stinging their eyes and giv-
ing them headaches and cough-
ing fits. 

Sauce plant called nuisance
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Because their injuries were not the direct 
result of an enemy attack, Crowell, Birdzell, 
Villavicencio and Meyer were not awarded 
Purple Heart medals, nor do they show up 
in the Defense Department’s tally of nearly 
62,000 servicemembers wounded in action 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. But their ailments, 
and similar nonhostile injuries suffered by 
legions of fellow troops, have become a 
profound and enduring consequence of the 
wars.

“War is brutal on the body,” said Crowell, 
a sergeant first class who was stationed in 
some of the most dangerous parts of Iraq 
and Afghanistan. “I’ll feel it in my back for 
the rest of my life.”

Of the 2.6 million servicemembers dis-
patched to fight the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan since 2001, more than half say 
their physical or mental health is worse 

than before they deployed, according to a 
poll conducted by The Washington Post and 
the Kaiser Family Foundation. But most of 
those health problems are not the result of 
gunshots, grenades and roadside bombs: 
Almost eight in 10 of those reporting health 
problems — about 1 million of them — say 
they were not seriously injured in combat.

Their wounds stem from the chaos and 
grind of modern war, the cost of saddling 
one’s frame with a bulky armored vest and 
extra clips of ammunition, the failure to 
provide basic safety gear, the mistakes that 
occur when hulking vehicles are driven by 
sleep-deprived troops; the eardrum-rat-
tling blasts of gunfire and artillery. 

During the entire Iraq War, which 
stretched for almost nine years, the mili-
tary conducted more medical evacua-
tions by air for troops who had nonhostile 

wounds than those injured in combat.
The Post-Kaiser survey found a deterio-

ration of physical health in 43 percent of 
veterans and worsened mental health in 
almost a third. Among those who served in 
combat jobs, the changes are even more sig-
nificant: 56 percent say their physical health 
is worse, and nearly four in 10 say their 
mental health has slipped. Rates of health 
problems are significantly higher in those 
who deployed for three or more years.

The poll is roughly in line with other re-
search on the health consequences of the 
wars. A 2008 Army study of soldiers in two 
combat brigades who deployed to Iraq for a 
year found that one-third had been physical-
ly injured and that almost 44 percent met the 
military’s criteria for post-traumatic stress.

In many cases, noncombat injuries have 
not impeded veterans from continuing their 

military careers or pursuing fulfilling ci-
vilian lives. And they recognize that their
wounds can seem like mere scratches com-
pared with those of comrades who have lost 

limbs or eyes or are suf-
fering from a severe trau-
matic brain injury.

But their ailments none-
theless can be life-alter-
ing — chronic pain, fits of
anger, sleeplessness, in-
cessant ringing in the ears 
— and have added to the 
ongoing cost of the wars.
Of those no longer serving
in the military, 45 percent 
have sought compensation 
for service-related dis-
abilities, according to the 
Department of Veterans
Affairs. Thirty-seven per-
cent of them have been
deemed disabled enough
to receive lifelong pay-
ments, a figure that could
increase as the department
works through a mountain
of unprocessed claims.

Other Iraq and Afghani-
stan veterans may not feel
the impact of their service 

for years. For those who fought in the last
century’s major wars, requests for disabili-
ty care and compensation did not peak until
three decades after the conflicts ended. 
SEE SCARS ON PAGE 11 

 MICHEL DU CILLE/The Washington Post

Army Sgt. 1st Class James Crowell does his morning stretches  outside the barracks at Fort Benning, Ga., to alleviate pain from injuries suffered in a fall off a roof and a 
Humvee accident in Iraq as well as from wearing heavy body armor. 

SERVICE-RELATED INJURIES OUTSIDE OF COMBAT 

TAKING A TOLL ON VETERANS

THE ARMY 
PUTS 
ANOTHER 
10 YEARS 
ON YOU, 
WHETHER 
YOU LIKE 
IT OR NOT.
— Army Sgt. 

1st Class 
James Crowell

“
 BY RAJIV CHANDRASEKARAN �  The Washington Post

 rmy sniper James Crowell went to war 70 inches tall. He returned home an inch shorter and in constant 
pain, his spine compressed by the collective trauma of a rooftop fall, a Humvee accident and his heavy body 
armor, worn almost every day on four deployments.

Billy Birdzell spent eight years in the Marine Corps, half of them in the elite Special Operations com-
mand, “running at 8,000 rpms.” Racked by insomnia and bouts of intense anger once he exited the military, 

he discovered that combat stress had wreaked havoc on his hormones.
Chase Villavicencio, a Marine communications specialist, tumbled off a ladder and struck his head as he sought 

to escape a Taliban mortar barrage in southern Afghanistan three years ago. Since then, he has been suffering 
from wrenching migraines, bouts of dizziness, spells of intense anger and memory loss.

Daniel Meyer, a former Air Force staff sergeant, inhaled lungful after lungful of acrid smoke as he followed 
orders to shoot scavenging birds inside a cavernous pit of burning trash on a base in Iraq. Now he’s back home in 
Nevada, and his lungs are failing. He lives his days tethered to an oxygen tube.
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The Iraq and Afghanistan con-
flicts may have their own unique 
health legacy. Thousands of troops 
who walked away from roadside 
bomb blasts, because of luck or 
mine-resistant trucks or both, may 
nonetheless have suffered moder-
ate brain injuries that could cause 
long-term health consequences.

“We don’t yet know the extent” 
of the health effects of the trau-
matic brain injury, said David 
Cifu, the VA’s national director of 
physical medicine and rehabilita-
tion, who is leading a large nation-
al study that aims to measure the 
impact of battlefield concussions 
over several decades. Preliminary 
research, he said, suggests that 
troops exposed to persistent stress 
— as tens of thousands were in 
both wars — may be more suscep-
tible to lasting damage from brain 
injuries.

“They’re more vulnerable be-
cause they never had a chance to 
heal,” Cifu said.

Even for those who do not claim 
to be injured, the wars have exact-
ed a discernible physical toll. An 
Army assessment found a spike 
in cases of high blood pressure 
and elevated heart rates among in-
coming majors at the U.S. Army’s 
Command and General Staff Col-
lege at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., 
most of whom are in their early 
30s but have had multiple combat 
deployments. 

“Many of them were testing a de-
cade older than they were,” said a 
senior Army officer who had been 
at the college when the tests were conducted 
and spoke on the condition of anonymity so 
he could discuss the issue candidly. “It was 
the stress and strain of combat.

“I used to be quite blunt with them,” he 
said. “I told them, ‘Unless you sleep better, 
eat better and exercise more, you’re not 
going to have the life expectancy of an aver-
age male or female.’ ”

Living with a busted back
At 7:30 on a chilly Saturday morning, Jim 

Crowell pulled on a drab green cap, zipped 
up a gray windbreaker and ambled onto the 
empty winter-browned parade field next to 
his barracks at Fort Benning, Ga. With no 
mandatory physical training on weekends, 
he could have slept late in his warm room 
or joined his fellow soldiers in the chow 
hall. But Crowell, 32, afforded himself no 
dispensation.

He bent forward slowly, his fingers inch-
ing toward the ground. His back tightened. 
Muscles burned. Joints creaked.

If he stayed inside, if he took the day off, 
he’d feel it later that morning. A sharp pain 
would explode in his lower back, radiating 
down his leg.

“It’ll take 25 percent of my day,” he said 
as he switched to a series of bend-and-reach 
exercises, starting with his arms raised 
over his head and ending with them touch-
ing the ground. “I won’t be able to focus. My 
attention span will be zero.”

The pain began almost 11 years ago, on a 
sweltering summer night in south Baghdad. 
He and a fellow soldier from the Army’s 
82nd Airborne Division had been skulking 
across rooftops, tracking insurgents through 
their night-vision goggles, when his Kevlar 
helmet, imbalanced by the weight of his 
scope, slid down over his face. Crowell fell 
backward, sliding off the roof and crashing 
into a garbage can in the alleyway below.

He picked himself up and kept on mov-
ing, worried that a call for help would reveal 
his location to insurgents. 

When he got back to his base the next day, 
he brushed off a visit to the medical tent. He 

figured the discomfort would go away.
It did, for a while. Then, a few years later, 

it came raging back.
He didn’t want to pop pain pills, so he 

cobbled together his own solution. Army 
regulation morning stretches mixed with 
yoga and tai chi poses he taught himself by 
watching videos on the Internet. And a few 
unorthodox moves.

He placed his hands behind his back and 
pulled them down firmly. His back cracked 
once, then twice.

“Feels better,” he sighed. “Maybe it will 
lead to arthritis, but I need relief.”

He stood up straight.
“Feel like I’m 69 ½ inches tall now.”
He sat down, legs apart, and crawled his 

fingers toward his yellow-soled New Bal-
ance sneakers. His quadriceps began to 
sting. 

“If only it was just the roof,” he said. 
“That was only the beginning.”

A year after the roof fall, in 2004, he vol-
unteered to join a unit heading to Ramadi, 
then one of the most dangerous parts of 
Iraq. Once again, night-vision goggles led to 
a battering.

He was riding in the back of an Army 
truck at night when the driver became dis-
oriented by a flash of light. The truck ca-
reened into a ditch. Crowell fell backward 
and jammed his back on a metal pole used 
to mount machine guns. This time when 
he returned to his base, he went to see the 
medics.

“They said, ‘Oh, you’re good. You’re 
fine.’ ”

Rest might have helped, but Ramadi 

wasn’t the place for it. He regularly had to 
strap on 80 pounds of gear: his flak vest, a 
helmet, a rifle, water and 10 magazines of 
ammunition because “in Ramadi, you got 
into firefights every day.”

When he returned to the United States, 
a military doctor told him that he had frac-
tured two disks in his lower back. Post-
traumatic stress, fueled by the death of 
a platoon-mate, had fried his short-term 
memory and left him prone to fits of rage. 
Migraines sparked by blast-induced brain 
trauma flattened him for hours at a stretch.

Counseling helped. As did sudoku puz-
zles. He took up sewing and spent more 
time pencil-sketching aircraft. But it’s all 
for naught if he doesn’t hit the field in the 
morning.

He twisted his back to the left, then to 
the right. His back popped a third time. A 
deep breath later, as the rising sun cast long 
shadows over the field, he assumed a plank 
pose.

“The Army puts another 10 years on you, 
whether you like it or not.”

Thirty minutes and several stretches 
later, he pronounced his back “as good as 
I’m going to get it.” Not perfect. Not by far. 
When he sits, he has to slouch to reduce 
to pain. If he sits too long, his leg will fall 
asleep.

“Difficulty becomes the norm,” he said 
as he walked back into the barracks. “But it 
could be worse.”

His mind wanders to two other noncom-
missioned officers in the leadership course 
he is attending at Benning. Both lost legs 
in bomb blasts. He thinks of a squad-mate 

in the 82nd Airborne who was struck by a
rocket-propelled grenade in Baghdad.

“A lot worse.”

Fixing body chemistry
As the needles slid into his ankles, Billy

Birdzell sucked in a puff of air. “Wow. That
was a good one.”

Bob Duggan, his silver-haired acupunc-
ture therapist in Columbia, Md., nodded
and walked to Birdzell’s side, brandishing 
two more pins. Duggan pushed one into
Birdzell’s left pectoral. Another into the
right.

“You OK with those?” Duggan asked.
“It opens me up,” Birdzell replied.
“Be peaceful.”
That has been an elusive state for Bird-

zell. When he got out of the Marine Corps
in 2009, he couldn’t sleep. He felt hazy dur-
ing the day. He picked fights at the slightest
provocation. His mind raced with thoughts
of war. His back and knees throbbed.

A VA doctor diagnosed post-traumatic 
stress disorder and told him to see a psy-
chologist. Birdzell was doubtful. He had
been through grueling years in the Ma-
rines, including combat deployments to
Iraq. But he questioned whether the source 
of his anger and insomnia was rooted in 
more than his brain’s software. Was it, he 
wondered, a hardware problem?

His brother urged him to have his hor-
mone levels checked. So Birdzell spit into
four vials over the course of a day and 
shipped them off to a lab in Colorado.
SEE PAGE 12 

Scars: Military service’s physical toll manifests itself in different ways

 MICHEL DU CILLE/The Washington Post

Former Marine Capt. Billy Birdzell, now a fundraiser for the  National Rifle Association,  says years of service left him suffering from 
bouts of anger and sleeplessness as well as a bad back and sore knees.

A LOT OF OUR PSYCHOLOGY IS A FUNCTION OF OUR 
BIOCHEMISTRY. IF WE NUKE OUR BIOCHEMISTRY AT WAR, 
HOW CAN OUR PSYCHOLOGY BE CORRECT?

— Former Marine Capt. Billy Birdzell“
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The results, delivered on five faxed 
pages, revealed that his adrenal cortex 
was, as he put it, “zorched.” His level of 
cortisol, a hormone that helps to regulate 
the immune system and blood sugar and is 
affected by stress, was abnormally low in 
the morning and at noon, and higher than 
it should be at night. Those figures, ac-
cording to the lab report, helped to explain 
his sluggishness during the day and his in-
ability to sleep at night.

Birdzell, then studying at the University 
of Virginia, took his results to a VA medi-
cal center in Richmond, Va., and asked for 
more tests. He said a doctor there told him 
that the VA would measure his levels only 
in the morning, not throughout the day, as 
he wanted. Once again, the department 
urged him to see a psychologist for his 
PTSD.

Birdzell, 34, hadn’t studied biology 
since high school, but a few days of re-
search on the Internet left him convinced 
that his cortisol levels were at least partly 
to blame for the symptoms the VA was 
calling PTSD. “It’s all biochemical — a lot 
of our psychology is a function of our bio-
chemistry,” he said. “If we nuke our bio-
chemistry at war, how can our psychology 
be correct?”

He thought about taking drugs to regu-
late his cortisol output but decided instead 
to try to rehabilitate his adrenal cortex. 
That required him to relax, to find internal 
peace after eight years of war. “I’d been 
running hard,” he said. “I needed to rest 
hard.”

That’s how Birdzell, a show-no-weakness 
Marine who now works as a fundraiser for 
the National Rifle Association, found him-
self on his back, shirt open, shoes off, as 
Duggan, an acupuncturist who specializes 
in holistic health, beseeched him to spend 
15 minutes meditating with pins in his feet 
and chest. Duggan could tell Birdzell was 
keyed up, even if he didn’t know that his 
patient had sped there along the Capital 
Beltway, peeled into the parking 
lot of a nondescript office park 
and charged up the steps, that 
15 minutes ago in the car, he had 
expressed regret for not killing 
more insurgents in Iraq.

After a quarter-hour, Duggan 
returned to the room, removed 
the pins and inserted clean ones 
in Birdzell’s back, which had been 
aching since his last appointment, 
a pain he chalks up to his military 
service.

As more pins pierced the skin, 
Duggan asked Birdzell for a prog-
ress report on his attempts to 
relax, to deal with his flashes of 
anger and his insomnia, to ease 
the pressure in his back and the 
pain in his knees.

Transcendental meditation, he 
answered, for 20 minutes a day, at 
his desk at the NRA.

“I can find relaxation there,” he 
said.

As Duggan took Birdzell’s pulse 
at four points on his wrists, the 
former Marine told the acupunc-
turist about his latest hormone 
tests. His cortisol levels are closer 
to where they should be, leading 
the VA to remove PTSD from his 
list of ailments, but four other 
hormones analyzed by the Colora-
do lab, including his testosterone 
production, registered far lower 
than normal.

“It’s my hardware, not my soft-
ware,” he told Duggan, who nod-
ded in agreement.

Instead of medicating himself, 
Birdzell wants to try to relax his 
way to hormonal equilibrium. He 
spoke of “neuroplasticity” and 
“brain regeneration” — of trying 
to teach his brain to heal.

“I hope you show the way to other veter-
ans,” Duggan said.

“That’s the plan,” Birdzell replied.
He buttoned his shirt, fastened his belt, 

laced up his black oxfords and headed to 
his car. The zen from his hourlong appoint-
ment remained with him down Interstate 
95 and along the Beltway. Then he hit rush-
hour traffic in Tysons Corner, Va., on his 
way home. A ribbon of brake lights lined 
Route 123.

He clenched the steering wheel and 
uttered an expletive. Then he caught 
himself.

“Calm,” he said to himself. “I’ve got to 
stay calm.”

Studying an injured brain
Sitting across from each other in the back 

of a laboratory at the VA medical center in 
Richmond, researcher David Cifu asked 
Chase Villavicencio when he had toppled 
off the ladder.

Villavicencio, 28, a  Marine corporal, 
hunched over and began to count the 
months on his fingers.

“February, March, April,” he whispered 
to himself as he pushed three fingers 
back.

“May,” he said. “It was May of 2011.”
He raised his head with an apologetic 

gaze.
“Sorry,” he said. “Sometimes I have to 

count the months.”
The old Villavicencio never would have 

counted on his fingers. The old Villavicen-
cio would have uttered the answer in an 
instant.

“Simple things take me a while now,” 

he said. “I have to concentrate. It doesn’t 
come naturally anymore.”

Cifu nodded understandingly. But he 
still needed details. The circumstances 
of Villavicencio’s concussion were essen-
tial to determining whether he should be 
included in a first-of-a-kind study of the 
long-term effects of mild and moderate 
traumatic brain injury.

“I remember hitting the ground,” Vil-
lavicencio said.

“And then?” Cifu asked. “Were you 
awake?”

“I don’t really remember.”
“How long from la-la land to getting on 

your feet?”
“About an hour.”
Villavicencio initially brushed off the 

fall. Others Marines in the area had been 
shot. “My reaction was, ‘I’m alive,’ ” he 
said. “I really didn’t think much of it.”

Then he started getting headaches. He 
couldn’t stand bright sunlight. He devel-
oped a blurry spot in his right eye. He 
began to forget simple details. “All of a 
sudden, I sound like an idiot,” he said.

He still didn’t seek help.
“In the Marine Corps, there’s a mental-

ity: There’s a job to do,” he said. “As long as 
you can keep moving, you keep moving.”

By last fall, however, after his forgetful-
ness became apparent at work — “I was 
making calls to the same person twice to 
set up appointments” — his superiors real-
ized that he needed to get help. 

They sent him to the Richmond VA, 
which has an inpatient program that pro-
vides rehabilitation services for those with 
brain injury.

As the veteran completed his story, Cifu 

switched into sales mode. Villavicencio,
who is in the process of receiving a medi-
cal retirement from the Marine Corps, 
appeared to be an ideal candidate for the
study, which will track 2,000 veterans for
two decades or more.

“We’d love to get you enrolled in this pro-
gram,” Cifu said. 

He explained that participants would 
receive an annual brain MRI, extensive 
blood tests and other assessments to moni-
tor their recovery.

“What you had was a concussion — no
doubt about it,” he said. “We’re trying to 
better understand what happens to people
who have concussions while at war.”

Villavicencio looked intrigued. He
brought with him a copy of his favorite
book, Cormac McCarthy’s “The Road.” He
used to zip through it. Now he finds himself
reading lines over and over, struggling to
grasp the meaning.

He wonders if, one day, the words will 
become clearer. So does Cifu.

“We’d like to follow you for the rest of
your life,” the doctor said.

Coping with burned-out lungs
At half past 10 in the morning in Las

Vegas, after waking from a fitful sleep, after 
a VA-funded home health aide has helped
him out of bed and into a seated shower,
after he has painstakingly pulled on a shirt
and shorts, after brushing his shoulder-
length gray hair and scruffy beard, Daniel 
Meyer guided his wheelchair to the carpet-
ed landing in front of his bedroom door for
the most complicated prosaic task of his
day: heading downstairs.
SEE PAGE 13 

 MICHEL DU CILLE/The Washington Post

Medical researcher David Cifu, left,  meets with Chase Villavicencio at the Veterans Affairs medical center in Richmond, Va.  Cifu wants 
Villavicencio  to be one of the veterans who will be tracked for a study on the long-term effects of traumatic brain injury. 

“
IN THE MARINE CORPS, THERE’S A MENTALITY: THERE’S A JOB 
TO DO. AS LONG AS YOU CAN KEEP MOVING, YOU KEEP MOVING.

— Former Marine Cpl. Chase Villavicencio
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He slid onto a chairlift 
affixed to the banister. 
Then he pulled off a tube, 
connected to an always-
whirring machine up-
stairs, that feeds oxygen 
into his nostrils.

Quickly, before run-
ning out of air, he reached 
for another oxygen tube, 
this one connected to a 
machine downstairs, and 
affixed it over his ears 
and under his nose. Then 
he began to glide to the 
ground floor, coiling the 
tube to keep it from get-
ting kinked in the lift.

Once downstairs, he 
pulled himself into an 
electric wheelchair, mo-
tored to the living room, 
climbed onto a beige re-
clining sofa and leaned 
back. His bearded face 
flushed, he emitted a low 
sigh. “Just getting out of 
bed and coming down 
here — it’s enough to tire 
me out,” he said.

Before Iraq,  Meyer, 29, 
would have bounded down 
the stairs and been out 
the door for a 5-mile run. 
Whippet thin, he worked 
with an elite rescue unit 
stationed at nearby Nellis 
Air Force Base, repair-
ing electronic equipment 
on HH-60 Pave Hawk he-
licopters designed to fly 
behind enemy lines and 
pick up downed airmen. 
It was a job that required 
him to be in top physical 
condition.

In 2007, he was sent to 
Balad Air Base, a vast en-
campment north of Bagh-
dad that housed thousands of U.S. troops 
and contractors. Food and water were 
trucked in, as were all sorts of sundries 
— bags of chips, tins of chewing tobacco, 
cans of near-beer — sold in a giant PX. 

But none of the trash was trucked out. 
Instead, all of the plastic bags and cans, 
and everything else deemed garbage, were 
hauled to a giant pit, slathered with JP-8 jet 
fuel and set alight. A plume of thick black 
smoke often wafted over the base.

Six weeks after his unit arrived for a 
mission to conduct medical evacuations of 
wounded troops, commanders on the base 
grew alarmed that birds attracted by the 
piles of trash were striking low-flying air-
craft. The concern filtered down the chain 
of command to Meyer, the most junior air-
man in his unit, who was ordered to report 
to the base maintenance office. He was 
handed a pellet gun — but no mask, gog-
gles or respirator — and told to enter the 
smoky burn bit. His mission was to shoot 
as many birds as he could, for as long as 
he could.

It felt like hell to him. Half the pit was 
on fire. The other half, where he lurked 
for birds, was strewn with the detritus of 
war: medical waste from the base hospi-
tal, bloody uniforms, tires, crates that once 
carried boxes of ammunition.

He tried to cover his face with one hand 
as he aimed the gun with the other. “It 
didn’t help,” he recalled. “There was noth-
ing I could do to keep from breathing the 
smoke.”

When he got out 90 minutes later, his 
nose was bloody. He had a hacking cough. 
His phlegm had turned black.

A week later, he was ordered back in. 
And so it went, a dozen more times. 

“I was the low guy on the totem pole,” he 
said. “I sucked it up and dealt with it.”

On his next deployment, to southwestern 

Afghanistan, his unit was assigned to live 
next to a burn pit on a NATO base. Soot 
was everywhere. “It would snow on us, for 
hours, days at a time,” he said.

Soon after he returned to Nevada, he 
began to cough up blood. It would take two 
years of medical tests, of struggling with 
military physicians for referrals to civilian 
experts, of skepticism and outright retri-
bution from his superiors, who thought he 
was slacking off work, before he received 
a conclusive diagnosis of bronchiolitis ob-
literans. His bronchial tubes are scarring 
closed, making it progressively more dif-
ficult for his lungs to absorb oxygen.

To Meyer and the nonmilitary medical 
specialists who tested him, the cause is un-
ambiguous: the burn pits. The doctors also 
believe the burn-pit exposure is respon-
sible for a buildup of fat cells in his knees 
that makes it impossible for him to walk or 
stand upright.

“Obviously, you take risks when you join 
the military, but you never think your own 
country would poison you,” he said.

Although Meyer owns a portable oxygen 
tank and a van with a wheelchair ramp, 
he spends almost every day at home, on 
the beige sofa, under a sign that reads, 
“Live Well, Laugh Often, Love Much.” He 

watches television, plays video games and 
talks to his wife, Harmonie, whom he met 
through Match.com shortly before his Af-
ghanistan deployment.

His doctor doesn’t want him to go out in 
the winter, lest he get sick. Summertime is 
out because one of his medications makes 
him sensitive to sunlight. “I’m pretty much 
stuck here all of the time,” he said.

He and Harmonie had wanted to raise 
four children. But they’ve given up on 
that. He’s too sick to help with kids, and 
she wants to focus on him. She quit her job 
at a law firm to fix his meals, to take him 
to medical appointments and to keep him 
amused.

“I’m not going anywhere,” she said.
“I can’t go anywhere,” he replied with a 

laugh.
“People think we lead this big, tragic 

life,” she said. “It’s sad, but we still have a 
good time.”

Every few hours, he pulled himself back 
into his wheelchair and motored to the 
bathroom. Each time, he appeared winded 
when he returned to the sofa. “The simple 
act of going to the bathroom wears me 
out,” he said.

His physicians have told him that his 
lungs are steadily failing and that he prob-

ably will need a double-lung transplant in 
five to eight years. Until then, he will have 
to remain connected to the oxygen tube.

“I’m not angry about it,” he said. “I’d do 
it all over again. We saved more lives in
Iraq and Afghanistan than my own life is
worth.”

Instead of wallowing in hostility or pity, 
he has set his sights on trying to raise
money to install a golf simulator in his
house — he wants to teach other wheel-
chair-bound veterans how to swing a club 
— and he’s trying to reach out to other 
veterans who have been sickened by burn 
pits. He wants them to seek out specialized
medical care and apply for a full raft of
benefits from the VA.

His own ailments have led to the VA’s
second-highest disability rating, which 
entitles him to a lifetime of monthly pay-
ments that cover all of his expenses. Har-
monie receives additional compensation
for serving as his caregiver.

“The American people are going to have
to pay our disability and medical costs for
decades,” he said as he prepared for the re-
turn trip up the stairs to go to bed. “It’s not
my fault. I did what I was asked to do. But
the costs will be staggering.” 

 MICHEL DU CILLE/The Washington Post

Daniel Meyer  uses a chairlift to go up and down stairs at his Las Vegas home . Meyer, a former staff sergeant in the Air Force, 
suffered lung damage that he and medical experts trace to his time in Iraq, when he was ordered to shoot birds in a burning trash pit. 

“
OBVIOUSLY, YOU TAKE RISKS WHEN YOU JOIN 
THE MILITARY, BUT YOU NEVER THINK YOUR 
OWN COUNTRY WOULD POISON YOU.

— Former Air Force Staff Sgt. Daniel Meyer
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Samuel F. Sandoval, 90, served as a Navajo Code Talker during World War II.
 Like many Navajo veterans, Sandoval is having trouble getting help

 to make repairs on his home in Shiprock, N.M.
GENARO MOLINA, LOS ANGELES TIMES/MCT

Navajo veterans struggle with suitable housing on reservation
Out in the cold

 BY CINDY CARCAMO

Los Angeles Times

FARMINGTON, N.M.

In World War II he served as a Navajo Code Talker, 
one of the Marines who became legendary by using 
their native tongue to transmit messages the enemy 
could not decipher. Years later, to express its appre-

ciation, the Navajo Nation built Tom Jones Jr. a house.
These days Jones, 89, struggles to keep warm during 

winter because the only heat inside his house emanates 
from an antique wood stove in the living room. The elec-
tricity doesn’t work in his bathroom and the floor has 
worn away, exposing plywood beneath his feet.

Jones is one of many Navajo veterans, Code Talkers 
as well as those who served in Afghanistan or Iraq, who 
live in homes that are often as ruined as those they saw 
in battle. Some have no electricity or running water. The 
hallway in Jones’ home is too narrow for his wheelchair.

“My desire is a house where I can be able to get 
around, to have a heating system so I can sleep well and 
enjoy life,” Jones said in the Native language of Dine, with 
which he spoke for the Allies through the war. “This is 
how I would want it.”

The living conditions of Navajo veterans highlight 
not just the never-ending battle against poverty on the 
27,000-square-mile reservation, but the failings of a trib-
al effort to provide housing for those who served in the 
military.

Nearly 9,000 veterans live on the reservation that 
straddles the New Mexico-Arizona border, more than half 
of them in what the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
says is substandard housing. For years, few funds were 
allocated for reservation housing for veterans, and much 
of what was allocated did not reach its intended targets 
because of mismanagement, U.S. and tribal officials say. 
Federal veterans’ home loan guarantees cannot be used 
to build homes on tribal land.

“There is a huge crisis taking place in our nation at the 
present time,” said Rick Abasta, spokesman for Navajo 
Nation President Ben Shelly. “If you travel through the 
reservation, you’ll even see some families living in storage 
sheds due to the housing situation.”

The tribe began constructing homes for veterans in the 

1980s, and a $6 million trust fund for Navajo veterans 
created by the tribe allowed the launch of a home-build-
ing program in 1998.

The aim was to provide houses — free of charge — to 
veterans in need or help them pay for home repairs. Out-
side the Navajo Nation, the VA provides myriad services 
for veterans, but a free house is unheard of.

“These veterans, they deserve housing — decent and 
sanitary housing — for the services that they provided 
this country. And that would probably go even more so 
with our Navajo Code Talkers,” Abasta said.

It’s unclear how many homes the Navajo Department 
of Veterans Affairs has built for veterans, in part because 
record-keeping problems have left tribal administrators 
without good data. David Nez, who heads the agency, 
says he believes it was in the hundreds, but in recent 
years the effort has been troubled with inefficiencies and 
money troubles, resulting in few new homes and incom-
plete maintenance of existing houses such as Jones’. Not 
one home was built last year.

In February, however, Navajo leaders signed a contract 
with Home Depot in Farmington to purchase building ma-
terials for veterans’ housing throughout the reservation.

It’s part of a $1.9-million project, paid for by the Veter-
ans Trust Fund, which Shelly approved in the fall. That’s 
only enough for 75 homes. There is a long list — in 
the hundreds — of veterans who are waiting for hous-
ing, according to Navajo Department of Veterans Affairs 
officials.

There is only so much the tribe can do, Abasta said, 
because of limited funding. “We meet with congressmen 
about these issues, but most often it falls on deaf ears,” 
he said.

Navajo veterans and their supporters say the program 
is run poorly.

Etta Arviso, who is lobbying to obtain better housing 
for several Code Talkers, said veterans tell her they 
face too much red tape in the application pro-
cess. Others are discouraged by the wait.

“Now you can see how our Navajo Code 
Talkers are treated,” Arviso said. At Jones’ 
house she has erected a sign out front: “Na-
vajo Code Talker Needs a New Home.”

Above the door are black scorch marks 

left by a lightning strike two years ago. Navajo tradition 
holds that one should not live in a dwelling where light-
ning has struck. It could lead to bad luck, sickness or 
worse. Jones’ wife, Alice Mae, died about a year after the 
lightning hit.

Jones couldn’t afford to move. He still can’t.
He spends most of his time in the living room, since he 

can’t get his wheelchair through the hallway leading to his 
bedroom or bathroom. His caretaker or a family member 
has to carry him to other parts of the home.

When he was recruited into the military 73 years ago, 
Jones said, he was told that he would have whatever he 
needed after the war. He served as a corporal in the 3rd 
Marine Division from 1943 to 1945 — a good portion of 
the time on the front lines, including at Iwo Jima.

When he returned home, he said, he was able to pro-
vide for himself, at one point working in the uranium 
mines. When he was younger he never asked for hand-
outs, he said proudly.

“I was strong,” he said. “I would haul wood. I didn’t 
have problems money-wise.”

 When his health took a downturn in 
2007, he could no longer provide 
for himself. Jones has end-stage 
renal disease and undergoes 
dialysis twice a week. He 
has a hard time hearing 
and can barely talk. His 
Marines cap embla-
zoned with the Stars 
and Stripes seems 
to overwhelm his 
small frame. 
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 The Associated Press

MELILLA, Spain — They 
perched atop a barbed-wire laced 
fence for more than seven hours, 
hands and feet bloodied, buffeted 
by chill winds whipping the cliffs 
of Africa’s Mediterranean coast.

The 27 sub-Saharan African mi-
grants were literally on the edge 
between Africa’s economic misery 
and the long-dreamt riches of Eu-
rope. On one side of the fence was 
Morocco, on the other the Spanish 
enclave of Melilla.

Thirst, hunger and exhaustion 
wore the migrants down. One by 
one, they shakily climbed down 
the ladder that Spanish authorities 
had propped up on their side of the 
fence. Spanish police led the Afri-
cans back to Morocco — and into 
the hands of their waiting Moroc-
can counterparts.

The men are part of a spring 
migration offensive from Africa to 
Europe, with record numbers of 
desperate people risking death in 
their quest for a better life. They 
use perilous routes such as Medi-
terranean Sea crossings on rick-
ety boats to the Italian island of 
Lampedusa or treks through des-
ert, jungle and mountain that cul-
minate in attempts to scale fences 
erected to keep them out of Melilla 
and Spain’s other North African 
enclave, Ceuta.

Official data for 2013 is not yet 
available from Spain — but al-
ready in the first three months 
of this year, the number of mi-
grants making it into Melilla has 
surpassed the estimated 1,000 
who got in last year. On March 18 
alone, a record 500 people made it 
over, while weeks before the Mo-

roccans blocked another 700 mi-
grants — numbers unheard of in 
the past.

The increasing pressure of Af-
rican immigration is felt across 
Europe, with the U.N. reporting a 
300 percent rise in migrants this 
spring attempting boat crossings 
to Lampedusa.

Italy picked up some 4,000 mi-
grants at sea in  days , the govern-
ment said Wednesday. This year, 
15,000 migrants have already 
been rescued by Italy, with an-
other 300,000 waiting in Libya to 
board dangerously unsafe smug-
gling boats.

For the Melilla migrants, most 
of whom spent at least two years 
traveling from their destitute 
homes in central and west Africa 
to get here, the climb-down will 
be a temporary setback. In weeks, 

they will likely be back, trying 
once more to enter Europe.  

 Spain has sounded the alarm 
on illegal migration, with Prime 

Minister Mariano Rajoy asking
last week for “greater commit-
ment” to deal with the pressure on
Ceuta and Melilla. 

Migrants risk life and limb to cross fence into Spain
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Special to The Washington Post

It seems as if every Passover 
tradition now carries a mod-
ern zing. Jews who don’t eat 
rice during the eight-day 

holiday, which starts at sundown 
Monday, can serve quinoa, the 
trendy un-grain. An orange and 
tomato added to the Seder plate of 
symbolic foods acknowledge cur-
rent struggles for freedom. The 
plate itself now comes in every 
form you can imagine — even in 
the shape of moon craters.

This is all part of one of the 
oldest and best-known Jewish 
holidays, commemorating the Is-
raelite slaves’ exodus from ancient 
Egypt, led by the humble and he-
roic Moses. The Seder plates I’ve 
grown up with create a culinary 
retelling of the story using five 
elements: karpas, a fresh herb to 
represent spring, usually parsley; 
maror, the “bitter herb” God told 
the Israelites to eat on Passover, 
often represented as horseradish 
root; charoset, a rendition of the 
mortar the slaves used in Egypt, 
a spiced fruit salad; a roasted 
egg, another symbol of spring; 
and a roasted lamb shank bone to 
acknowledge the lamb that God 
told Israelite families to sacrifice. 
(I’ve seen that last one appear in 
the form of a chicken neck or a 
roasted beet.) Some Seders also 
feature hazaret, a mild bitter veg-
etable usually represented by ro-
maine lettuce.

The other staple of the Seder 
table is matzo, the crisped, un-
leavened flatbread that echos the 
last loaves the Israelites formed 
— but never had a chance to bake 
— as they fled. Both tradition and 
the oft-repeated commandment 
in the Bible to eat unleavened 
bread make matzo a must.

Maybe it’s the simplicity of 
those foods that has made the 
Passover table a palette for in-
novation — and is the reason I 
hadn’t thought up a single twist 
that hadn’t already been done.

I couldn’t figure out anything 
different, that is, until I read about 
chef and food scholar Moshe Bas-
son. The owner of Eucalyptus, a 
restaurant just outside the Old 
City in Jerusalem, uses wild 
chicory for bitter herbs, just as he 
says the Israelites ate at ancient 
Seders. That turned on a light 
bulb: Go back to basics.

“I believe in the importance 
of preserving food traditions as 
well as [sharing them] with each 
other,” Basson said. The menu at 
his restaurant, now in its third de-
cade, embodies that philosophy. 
Diners can order heaping dishes 
featuring indigenous ingredients 
with names such as Jacob & Es-
au’s Biblical Red Lentil Stew — a 
riff on the soup that cost one twin 
his birthright.

I researched “Passover recipes 
based on the Torah” and found, 
among other things, a savory dish 
of leafy greens that could pass as 
maror. How could I have missed 
that? Any tradition that replaces 
the sinus-clearing horseradish 
root with a dish that’s one glazed 
pecan shy of a gourmet salad has 
potential. So I made a decision: 
For this year’s commemoration of 
the Israelites’ escape from slav-
ery, I would try Passover by the 
book. Well, make that the scroll.

The Torah’s Book of Exodus, 
Chapter 12, offers one descrip-
tion of the instructions for Pass-
over fare: “The Lord said to 

Moses and Aaron in the land of 
Egypt: [Each household] shall eat 
[lamb] roasted over the fire, with 
unleavened bread and with bitter 
herbs” (Jewish Publication Soci-
ety translation).

Remy Pessah, of Mountain 
View, Calif., follows those words 
and long-standing family tradi-
tions each year at Passover time. 
Born in Egypt, the 66-year-old 
chemical engineer-turned-fiber 
artist was raised with Karaite Ju-
daism. (“Karaite” is a form of the 

Hebrew word “karaim,” or “fol-
lowers of Scripture.”) She joined 
the Karaite community in the 
San Francisco Bay area, which 
by some estimates includes more 
than 200 families. Pessah’s Seder 
table reflects this Jewish move-
ment that takes its cues directly 
from the Tanach: the Torah, 
Prophets and additional texts 
known as Writings.

“Our Seder is pretty much dif-
ferent from the rabbinical Sed-
ers,” Pessah said. “The way we 

read the Haggadah, the prepara-
tion of the Haggadah, the whole 
atmosphere.”

It indeed differs, both in terms 
of the Haggadah, the book of 
readings that tells the Passover 
story and guides the Seder, and 
the meal. There are no Four 
Questions at a Karaite Seder. 
There is no fruity charoset and no 
wine — the latter is a fermented 
product. Instead, Pessah serves 
homemade grape juice.

The rabbinic Seders that Pes-

sah referred to are what most
observant American Jews know
as the standard. Those Seders
are based largely on the ancient
rabbis’ redaction of the Tanach.
That redaction is called the Oral 
Torah. The Karaites see the Oral 
Torah an interpretation rather 
than hard-and-fast rules. 

Some of the several thousand
Karaites in the United States, es-
pecially those far from the Bay
Area enclave, practice a mixture 
of Karaite and rabbinical tradi-
tions. The biggest Karaite com-
munity resides in Israel, and
another pocket lives in Turkey.

Pessah’s Passover meals reflect
the strong thread of food culture
woven into Karaite tradition. Jews
from Ashkenazi rabbinical move-
ments, which include Conserva-
tive and Reform, tend to avoid 
serving lamb on Passover be-
cause it too closely resembles the 
paschal lamb sacrifice, a practice
that ceased with the destruction
of the holy Temple. But grilled
lamb is an important part of Pes-
sah’s Passovers, filling her home
with aromas from childhood.

“That’s the first thing you 
would smell, definitely,” she said. 
“That and ... za’atar, that is mixed
with garlic and parsley. We use
it with the matzo. We also make
homemade jam for the holiday.”

Biblical and mouthwatering. 
Sign me up.

I decided to test a few Karaite
recipes, starting with the flat-
bread so central to the holiday.

“Making your own matzo is
a wonderful way for any family 
to experience the holiday,” said
Shawn Lichaa, the co-author of 
“As It Is Written: A Brief Case 
for Karaism” and founder of the 
Karaite blog A Blue Thread. He
adds sunflower oil, salt and cori-
ander to the flour and water that 
make up most of the kosher-cer-
tified matzo sold at the grocery
store.

Another alternative to the
boxed matzo is Ethiopian kita, a
soft, unyeasted flatbread similar 
to a crepe. Ethiopian Jewish tra-
dition, which also closely adheres 
to literal biblical rules, turns to
this bread during Passover.

But I wanted to understand,
on a technical level: Why not the 
standby store-bought flatbread?

“Because it tastes like card-
board,” Lichaa said.

Karaites can jettison the pack-
aged matzo because the rules that 
were followed in order to certify,
say, a Streit’s box of matzo as ko-
sher for Passover came from the
Oral Torah. Those rules include
that a mashgiach (a rabbi spe-
cially trained in kosher law) must
supervise the processing of the
wheat from field to production fa-
cility and oversee that the baking
of the matzo took no longer than
18 minutes.

Religious implications aside,
the Karaite recipes blew me 
away. The maror was tangy and
fresh, while the Karaite version
of matzo — not so flat, by the 
way — had a satisfying, savory
crunch. While observant rabbinic
Jews seek only kosher for Pass-
over matzo for the holiday, the
Karaite recipe is worth consider-
ing for the rest of the year. 

I plan to make at least a few
batches and to try my hand at
kita.  

FAITH

PHOTOS BY DEB LINDSEY/The Washington Post

Roasted rack of lamb with barbecue rub features lamb, an important component of Seder plates in some 
— but definitely not all — Jewish households.

Passover, with a strictly biblical flavor

From left: Maror salad, made from ingredients available in Egypt and 
Israel during the first Seders; Karaite Matzo, a less-flat version of 
the traditional unleavened flatbread.
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AND KRISTEN GELINEAU

The Associated Press

PERTH, Australia — An Aus-
tralian aircraft Thursday detect-
ed what may be the fifth signal 
coming from a man-made device 
deep in the Indian Ocean, adding 
to hopes that searchers will soon 
pinpoint the object’s location and 
send down a robotic vehicle to 
confirm if it is a black box from 
the missing Malaysian jet.

The Australian air force P-3 
Orion, which has been drop-
ping sonar buoys into the water 
near where four earlier sounds 
were heard, picked up a “pos-
sible signal” that may be from a 
man-made source, said Angus 
Houston, who is coordinating the 
search off Australia’s west coast.

“The acoustic data will require 
further analysis overnight,” 
Houston said in a statement.

If confirmed, the signal would 
add further narrow the hunt for 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 370, 
which vanished on March 8 while 
flying from Kuala Lumpur to Bei-
jing with 239 people aboard.

The Australian ship Ocean 
Shield picked up two underwa-
ter sounds on Tuesday, and two 
sounds it detected Saturday were 
determined to be consistent with 
the pings emitted from a plane’s 
flight recorders, or “black boxes.”

The Australian air force has 
been dropping sonar buoys to 
better pinpoint the location of the 
sounds detected by the Ocean 
Shield in a search zone that is now 
the size of the city of Los Angeles.

Royal Australian Navy Commo-

dore Peter Leavy said each buoy 
is dangling a hydrophone listening 
device about 1,000 feet below the 
surface. Each buoy transmits its 
data via radio back to the plane.

The underwater search zone is 
currently a 500-square-mile patch 

of the ocean floor, and narrow-
ing the area as much as possible 
is crucial before an unmanned 
submarine can be sent to create 
a sonar map of a potential debris 
field on the seabed.

The Bluefin 21 sub takes six 

times longer to cover the same 
area than the pinger locator towed
by the Ocean Shield, and it would 
take the vehicle about six weeks to
two months to canvass the current 
underwater search zone. That’s
why the acoustic equipment is still 
being used to hone in on a more 
precise location, U.S. Navy Capt. 
Mark Matthews said.

The search for floating debris 
on the ocean surface was nar-
rowed Thursday to its smallest 
size yet — 22,300 square miles, or
about one-quarter the size it was a
few days ago. Fourteen planes and 
13 ships were looking for floating
debris about 1,400 miles north-
west of Perth.

A “large number of objects” 
were spotted on Wednesday, but 
the few that had been retrieved by
search vessels were not believed 
to be related to the missing plane,
the search coordination center
said.

 An Australian government
briefing document circulated
among international agencies in-
volved in the search on Thursday
said it was likely that the acoustic 
pingers would continue to trans-
mit at decreasing strength for up 
to 10 more days, depending on
conditions.

Once there is no hope left of the 
Ocean Shield’s equipment picking
up any more sounds, the Bluefin
sub will be deployed. 

Possible fifth signal picked up in plane hunt

 The Associated Press

MONROE, La. — A top aide to 
a Louisiana congressman video-
taped kissing a married woman 
who is not his wife was one of 
the few people with access to the 
leaked security footage that ex-
posed the dalliance.

Pressure has mounted on Re-
publican Vance McAllister since 
the Monday disclosure of grainy 
video footage from his district 
headquarters. McAllister, a con-
servative who highlights his 
Christian faith and family devo-
tion, has found few defenders 
among the Republican establish-
ment he beat to win the job in a 
surprise special election result 
last year.

A written statement from 

McAllister’s office on Wednesday 
offered no answers to questions 
about his political future or pri-
vate life that have arisen since a 
weekly newspaper, the Ouachita 
Citizen, released videotape of 
him kissing a woman identified 
as Melissa Peacock. Peacock re-
signed Monday from the congres-
sional payroll.

The statement said McAllis-
ter “is focused on earning back 
the trust of those he has disap-
pointed” and wants “privacy for 
his family during this difficult 
period.” Separately, the congress-
man was quoted by the Monroe 
News-Star as saying that he plans 
to seek a full term in November. 
Qualifying for the Nov. 4 primary 
takes place in late August.

 It’s not known publicly how 
the footage made its way to the 
local newspaper, which said the 
clip was captured Dec. 23, about 
a month after McAllister took 
office. 

 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Secret 
Service has reassigned agents 
from its special operations di-
vision, including the top agent 
there, after a pair of embarrass-
ing incidents earlier this year.

The division has also changed 
the rules about when agents are 
allowed to drink before duty and 
on presidential trips.

Secret Service spokesman 
Edwin Donovan said the divi-
sion’s special agent in charge, 
Dan Donahue, was reassigned to 
another division.

The Washington Post first 
reported the changes Tuesday 
night.

The Secret Service says that 
in addition to transferring agents 
from special operations division, 

anyone assigned to the unit is 
barred from drinking within 12 
hours of starting a shift. They also 
are not allowed to drink within 24 
hours of a president’s arrival on a 
trip.

For now the new alcohol rules 
about drinking pertain only to the 
special operations division.

Three agents were sent home 
from the Netherlands last month 
after one was found intoxicated in 
a hotel before President Barack 
Obama arrived to meet with for-
eign officials.

It was the latest embarrassing 
incident for the Secret Service, 
which faced scrutiny from the 
White House and Congress after 
a prostitution scandal in South 
America two years ago. 

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP

Video released Monday appears 
to show  Rep. Vance McAllister,  
shown in November , kissing a 
woman who is not his wife.

Lawmaker feels heat 
after video surfaces

Recent incidents lead to 
Secret Service staff swap
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The Associated Press

BEIJING  — Beijing artist 
Liang Kegang returned from a 
business trip in southern France 
with well-rested lungs and a small 
item of protest against his home 
city’s choking pollution: a glass 
jar of clean, Provence air.

He put it up for auction before 
a group of about 100 Chinese art-
ists and collectors late last month, 
and it fetched 5,250 yuan ($860).

“Air should be the most value-
less commodity, free to breathe 
for any vagrant or beggar,” Liang 
said in an interview. “This is my 
way to question China’s foul air 
and express my dissatisfaction.”

Liang’s work is part of a gust 
of recent artistic protest — and 
entrepreneurial gimmickry 
— reflecting widespread dissatis-
faction over air quality in China, 
where cities often are immersed 
days on end in harmful pollutants 
at levels many times what is con-
sidered safe by the World Health 
Organization. The chronic prob-
lem has spurred brisk markets 
for dust masks and home air 
purifiers.

China’s senior leaders have 
pledged to clean the air, partly in 
response to a citizenry increas-
ingly vocal about environmental 
issues. But it is a daunting task 
that must be balanced with de-
mands for economic development 
and employment crucial to main-
taining stability.

In February, 20 artists wearing 
dust masks lay on the ground and 
played dead in front of an altar 
at the Temple of Heaven park 
in a performance art protest in 
Beijing.

In March, independent artists 
in the southern city of Changsha 
held a mock funeral for what they 

imagined would be the death of 
the city’s last citizen because of 
smog.

“If smog cannot be effectively 
cleaned up, what it will leave us is 
death and cities of death,” artist 
Shao Jiajun said.

Liang’s contribution is a short, 
ordinary glass preserves jar with 
a rubber seal and a flip-top. It has 
three small, handwritten paper 
labels: one with the name and co-
ordinates of the French village, 
Forcalquier, where he closed the 
jar; one saying “Air in Provence, 
France” in French; and one with 
his signature in Chinese and the 
date — March 29.

The auction closed  the night of 
March 30, and Chengdu-based 
artist and entrepreneur Li Yong-
zheng was the highest bidder.

“I have always been apprecia-
tive of Kegang’s conceptual art, 
and this piece was very timely,” 
Li said in a telephone interview. 
“This past year, whether it was 
Beijing, Chengdu or most Chinese 
cities, air pollution has been a se-
rious problem. This piece of work 
really suits the occasion.”

Liang is not the only one to 
make money from China’s air-
pollution angst. Entrepreneurs 
also see the potential, and so do 
tourism officials in parts of the 
country where skies are clear.

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
joked to Guizhou province dele-
gates during last month’s National 
People’s Congress that the scenic 
southwestern province could put 
its air up for sale. 

Days later, the province’s tour-
ism bureau announced plans to 
sell canned air as souvenirs for 
tourists.

“Canned air will force us to 
stay committed to environmen-
tal protection,” provincial tour-
ism director Fu Yingchun said 
recently.

In central Henan province, 
local tourism authorities promot-
ing a resort scooped up moun-
tain air and gave away bags of 
it in downtown Zhengzhou, the 
provincial capital. City dwell-
ers greedily inhaled the air, and 
some said they planned to visit 
the mountain resort to get more 
than a lungful. 

In China, jar of French 
mountain air nets $860

 Nigerian girl forced to 
marry poisons groom

 KANO, Nigeria  — Police say a 
child bride forced into marriage 
in Nigeria prepared a poisoned 
meal that killed her groom and 
three of his friends.

They quote  Wasila Umaru, 14, 
as saying she used rat poison in 
the food because she was forced 
to marry a man she did not love.

The couple  were married last 
week. The 35-year-old groom had 
invited a dozen friends to cele-
brate at his village  60 miles  from 
the north Nigerian city of Kano 
 during the weekend.

Child marriage is common 
in Nigeria and especially in the 
mainly Muslim north.

Assistant police superintendent 
Musa Magaji Majia said Thurs-
day that the teenage suspect is 
cooperating with police and prob-
ably will be charged with culpa-
ble homicide.
 From The Associated Press

WORLD

LIANG KEGANG/AP

 Beijing artist Liang Kegang collects fresh air in the commune of 
Forcalquier in Provence, France, on March 29. 



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                PAGE 19Friday, April 11, 2014

a statement saying the mall 
“regrets that this incident oc-
curred.” Zimmerman said the 
business that handles security is 
investigating.

Leach, who lives in the western 
Michigan community of Wyo-
ming, said he wants people to be 
aware of their rights and “stand 
up for themselves.”

 Police: Boy, 9 , steals 
car to avoid school 

FL MIAMI — A 9-year-old 
Miami Gardens boy was 

arrested and charged with aggra-
vated assault and grand theft auto 
Tuesday after stealing his moth-
er’s car because he didn’t want to 
go to school.

Miami Gardens police spokes-
man Michael Wright said that be-
fore taking off with the car keys 
about 8:15 Tuesday morning, the 
child threw a brick at his mother 
and grandmother.

“He took his mom’s keys,” 
Wright said. “He didn’t want to 
go to school today.”

The child’s name and school he 
attends  have not been released.

According to Wright, the child 
took the car, then drove around 
for about 45 minutes before pull-
ing over when police caught up 
to him.

  Lawsuit:  Stripper did 
show at  nursing home 

NY WEST BABYLON  
—   An 85-year-old nurs-

ing home patient was the victim of 
“disgraceful sexual perversion” 
when a male stripper gyrated in 
front of her against her will at the 
suburban New York facility, an at-
torney for the woman’s family said 
Tuesday.

John Ray, the attorney for Ber-
nice Youngblood and her family, 
displayed a picture of a man in 
white briefs dancing in front of 
the woman at East Neck Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center in Sep-
tember 2012.

The photo, which Ray said 
Youngblood’s son found during 
a visit to his mother, shows the 
woman putting money into the 
dancer’s waistband.

Ray said Youngblood had been 
urged to participate and did so 
against her will. The family has 
filed suit against the nursing home 
seeking unspecified damages.

Ray said Youngblood, who had 
worked as a health aide for the el-
derly, had her dignity taken away 
when “nursing home employees 
subjected her to this disgraceful 
sexual perversion.” 

Howard Fensterman, an attor-
ney representing the facility, said 

a 16-member resident commit-
tee had requested the September 
2012 performance and the nurs-
ing home paid the $250 fee. 

 Hang gliders land 
unexpectedly in  park 

CA ARCADIA  — Two 
hang gliders made un-

planned landings in the parking 
lot of a Southern California horse 
track after being caught in unpre-
dictable winds.

The pair were met by Arcadia 
police upon touching down Mon-
day afternoon on the grounds of 
Santa Anita Park, the Daily News 
reported  .

Jeff Chipman and Ron Kein-
anwere, licensed advanced hang 
gliders, took off from Sylmar 
about 1:30 p.m. and made a stop 
at Mount Wilson in Angeles Na-
tional Forest. 

After heading east again for 
Crestline in the San Bernardino 
Mountains, they realized the 
wind was not being cooperative. 
They didn’t reach their planned 
height of 10,000 feet. 

After careful consideration, the 
men decided to land in the lot at 
Santa Anita Park.

Chipman said he eyed the di-
rection three large flags on top of 
the park’s main grandstand were 

blowing and used them to navi-
gate to a safe landing spot.

They were questioned by police 
but not cited. 

 State’s highway deaths 
drop to lowest level 

PA HARRISBURG  —
Pennsylvania transpor-

tation officials said the number
of highway deaths in the state 
dropped to 1,208 last year.

PennDOT said Tuesday that
represents the lowest figure since
highway fatality records began to 
be collected in 1928.

Officials said there were de-
clines from the previous year in
the number of people who died not 
wearing seat belts, the number of 
speed-related fatalities and the
number of single-vehicle crashes
in which the operator drove off the
roadway.

Highway deaths in which a
driver had been drinking fell from
377 in 2012 to 342 in 2013.

Deaths involving drivers over
age 75, distracted drivers and 
head-on or opposite direction 
sideswipe crashes all experienced 
increases last year.

PennDOT says it has spent $50
million in the past five years on
safety improvements. 
From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

The number of Smart Cars that were flipped on their sides or roofs in an apparent vandalism spree Monday
in two San Francisco neighborhoods. Police said they didn’t know whether the incidents were a prank or another 
episode in escalating tensions among some residents who blame the tech industry for rising rents and cost of liv-
ing. The lightweight cars all had shattered windows and some body damage, according to Officer Gordon Shyy, a 
police spokesman who said the culprits would face felony vandalism charges. He added that police were looking 

for multiple people wearing black hooded sweatshirts who were in the area at the time of the vandalism. 

 Jury makes  man forfeit 
house in pot grow 

AK ANCHORAGE  — A 
federal jury has forced 

a Palmer man to turn his home 
over to the government because 
he used it for a marijuana grow 
operation.

The U.S. attorney’s office said 
Loren Kent Dodds, 48, was con-
victed in U.S. District Court in 
Anchorage of manufacturing 
marijuana.

Prosecutors said in a news re-
lease that he turned the lower 
level of his home into a hydro-
ponic grow operation, complete 
with motorized lights on timers. 
Authorities said he also stole elec-
tricity to power the operation.

Dodds had two prior convic-
tions for growing marijuana at 
the same location, in 1994 and 
2008. He was still on probation 
for the 2008 case when authori-
ties last year found more than 600 
marijuana plants in the house. 

 Police link some of 13 
highway shootings 

MO KANSAS CITY  — 
Kansas City police 

have developed information that 
links some of the 13 recent shoot-
ings on area highways and road-
ways, they said Tuesday.

Investigators won’t say how 
many they’ve linked or whether 
they used suspect descriptions, 
ballistic comparisons or other 
means to link them.

Police discussed several ad-
ditional similar shootings at a 
briefing Tuesday morning but 
don’t have enough information 
to add those incidents to the pos-
sible pattern of 13 identified by 
police analysts over the weekend, 
said police spokesman Capt. Tye 
Grant, who attended the briefing.

 The shootings  started March 
8 and apparently accelerated 
recently with at least one shoot-
ing reported each day from last 
Wednesday until Sunday night.  .  

All of the shootings occurred 
just before exit ramps or road 
splits, with the shooter appar-
ently firing at the last moment 
before veering off in a different 
direction from the victim.

Three victims have been 
wounded, with two hit in the leg 
and one in the arm. Police have 
recovered at least five bullets 
from victims’ vehicles and one 
from a victim’s arm. 

Mall shopper wearing 
bandana asked to go 

MI GRANDVILLE  — A 
shopping mall in west-

ern Michigan has apologized after 
a 26-year-old man was asked to 
remove a bandana or leave the 
mall.

Christopher Leach told The 
Grand Rapids Press  he often 
wears a bandana or hat to keep 
his hair out of his face. Leach, 
who served in the U.S. Marines 
from 2006 to 2010, said he was 
taken aback  last week after a se-
curity guard approached him and 
a friend.

Leach left Rivertown Crossings 
Mall in Grandville.

Randy Zimmerman, the mall’s 
senior general manager, issued 

THE CENSUS

Batkid throws out first pitch
Batkid Miles Scott, second from right and inset,  walks to the mound with San Francisco Giants pitcher Matt Cain to throw the ceremonial 
first pitch before a home opener  between the Giants and the Arizona Diamondbacks in San Francisco on Tuesday .  In November,  Miles, a 
Northern California boy with leukemia, fought villains and rescued a damsel in distress as a caped crusader through the Greater Bay Area 
Make-A-Wish Foundation.  

PHOTOS BY ERIC RISBERG/AP

4
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Friday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Tex 87 58 Clr
Akron, Ohio 56 43 Cldy
Albany,N.Y. 63 42 PCldy
Albuquerque 79 48 PCldy
Allentown, Pa. 64 50 Cldy
Amarillo 80 48 Clr
Anchorage 40 16 Clr
Asheville 74 41 PCldy
Atlanta 75 51 Clr
Atlantic City 67 50 Cldy
Austin 83 60 PCldy
Baltimore 70 51 Rain
Baton Rouge 80 53 PCldy
Billings 67 38 PCldy
Birmingham 75 49 PCldy
Bismarck 65 30 PCldy
Boise 71 43 Clr
Boston 61 45 Cldy
Bridgeport 60 45 Rain
Brownsville 82 67 PCldy
Buffalo 56 38 PCldy
Burlington,Vt. 58 38 PCldy
Caribou,Maine 50 35 PCldy
Casper 68 34 Clr
Charleston,S.C. 77 52 Clr
Charleston,W.Va. 70 50 Rain
Charlotte,N.C. 78 49 Clr

Chattanooga 76 50 PCldy
Cheyenne 70 37 Clr
Chicago 63 40 PCldy
Cincinnati 62 51 Rain
Cleveland 51 38 PCldy
Colorado Springs 73 40 Clr
Columbia,S.C. 81 48 Clr
Columbus,Ga. 78 49 Clr
Columbus,Ohio 60 49 Rain
Concord,N.H. 62 37 PCldy
Corpus Christi 80 65 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 79 59 PCldy
Dayton 60 47 Cldy
Daytona Beach 78 58 PCldy
Denver 77 43 Clr
Des Moines 71 44 PCldy
Detroit 61 38 PCldy
Duluth 54 33 Cldy
El Paso 88 61 Cldy
Elkins 65 48 Rain
Erie 39 35 PCldy
Eugene 64 38 PCldy
Evansville 67 53 Rain
Fairbanks 39 5 Clr
Fargo 59 34 PCldy
Flagstaff 69 34 Cldy
Flint 65 34 PCldy
Fort Smith 81 55 PCldy

Fort Wayne 62 38 PCldy
Fresno 87 59 PCldy
Goodland 75 42 Clr
Grand Junction 74 42 Clr
Grand Rapids 62 36 PCldy
Great Falls 62 38 Clr
Green Bay 61 35 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 75 48 PCldy
Harrisburg 65 49 Cldy
Hartford Spgfld 63 44 Cldy
Helena 66 38 Cldy
Honolulu 83 68 Clr
Houston 80 60 Cldy
Huntsville 76 51 Clr
Indianapolis 64 47 Cldy
Jackson,Miss. 78 51 PCldy
Jacksonville 78 51 PCldy
Juneau 44 29 Clr
Kansas City 71 46 PCldy
Key West 81 71 Clr
Knoxville 75 49 PCldy
Lake Charles 77 60 PCldy
Lansing 63 36 PCldy
Las Vegas 88 67 Cldy
Lexington 66 52 Rain
Lincoln 73 43 PCldy
Little Rock 75 55 Cldy
Los Angeles 73 56 Cldy

Louisville 67 54 Rain
Lubbock 83 51 PCldy
Macon 78 45 Clr
Madison 66 36 PCldy
Medford 78 45 Clr
Memphis 77 59 Cldy
Miami Beach 81 70 Cldy
Midland-Odessa 94 59 PCldy
Milwaukee 63 38 Cldy
Mpls-St Paul 65 42 Cldy
Missoula 63 33 Clr
Mobile 76 54 Clr
Montgomery 78 49 PCldy
Nashville 75 53 Cldy
New Orleans 77 59 Cldy
New York City 65 50 Rain
Newark 65 49 Rain
Norfolk,Va. 74 52 PCldy
North Platte 74 37 Clr
Oklahoma City 82 56 PCldy
Omaha 73 44 PCldy
Orlando 82 58 PCldy
Paducah 70 55 Cldy
Pendleton 69 39 PCldy
Peoria 66 41 PCldy
Philadelphia 69 52 Cldy
Phoenix 96 71 PCldy
Pittsburgh 62 46 Rain

Pocatello 71 39 Clr
Portland,Maine 59 40 PCldy
Portland,Ore. 63 43 Cldy
Providence 61 44 Cldy
Pueblo 77 40 Clr
Raleigh-Durham 77 48 PCldy
Rapid City 72 36 PCldy
Reno 78 46 PCldy
Richmond 78 51 PCldy
Roanoke 76 48 Cldy
Rochester 58 40 PCldy
Rockford 65 38 PCldy
Sacramento 80 53 PCldy
St Louis 70 49 Cldy
St Petersburg 81 64 PCldy
St Thomas 86 77 PCldy
Salem,Ore. 64 40 PCldy
Salt Lake City 77 51 PCldy
San Angelo 91 58 PCldy
San Antonio 86 60 PCldy
San Diego 72 60 Cldy
San Francisco 66 52 Cldy
San Jose 72 51 Cldy
Santa Fe 76 37 PCldy
St Ste Marie 47 28 Cldy
Savannah 79 52 Clr
Seattle 61 45 Cldy
Shreveport 78 57 PCldy

Sioux City 74 43 PCldy
Sioux Falls 71 41 PCldy
South Bend 62 36 PCldy
Spokane 63 42 PCldy
Springfield,Ill 68 43 Cldy
Springfield,Mo 72 53 Cldy
Syracuse 58 48 PCldy
Tallahassee 79 43 PCldy
Tampa 82 60 PCldy
Toledo 57 32 PCldy
Topeka 75 47 PCldy
Tucson 92 60 PCldy
Tulsa 79 55 PCldy
Tupelo 78 50 PCldy
Waco 78 60 PCldy
Washington 71 53 Rain
W. Palm Beach 80 68 PCldy
Wichita 77 49 PCldy
Wichita Falls 85 58 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 57 49 Cldy
Wilmington,Del. 68 52 Cldy
Yakima 69 38 Clr
Youngstown 57 42 Cldy

National temperature extremes
Hi: Wed., 101, Death Valley, Calif. 
Lo: Wed., 7, Mount Washington, N.H.

BUSINESS/WEATHER

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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66/41

Stuttgart
67/45

Lajes,
Azores
71/52

Rota
75/57
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FRIDAY IN EUROPE

Brussels
59/39
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89/74

Baghdad
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Doha
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92/73

Riyadh
101/72

Djibouti
85/79
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Kabul
71/49
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58/44

FRIDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST SATURDAY IN THE PACIFIC

Misawa
50/34

Guam
85/78

Tokyo
67/45

Okinawa
75/67

Sasebo
65/55

Iwakuni
65/50

Seoul
69/47

Osan
70/47

Busan
59/52

The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

Military rates
Euro costs (April 11) .........................$1.4223
Dollar buys (April 11) .......................€0.7031
British pound (April 11) ....................... $1.72
Japanese yen (April 11) .......................99.00
South Korean won (April 11) ........ 1,008.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3770
British pound .......................$1.6768/0.5964
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.0909
China (Yuan) ........................................6.2150
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.3831
Egypt (Pound) ......................................6.9773
Euro ........................................ $1.3869/0.7210
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7533
Hungary (Forint) .................................220.04
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4679
Japan (Yen) ........................................... 101.75
Kuwait(Dinar) ......................................0.2812
Norway (Krone) ...................................5.9236
Philippines (Peso).................................44.35
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.01
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7505
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2477
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,036.35
Switzerlnd (Franc) ..............................0.8781
Thailand (Baht) .....................................32.25
Turkey (NewLira) ................................2.0988
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.08
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.03
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.57

US auto recalls on pace to set record
 BY TOM KRISHER 

AND DEE-ANN DURBIN
The Associated Press

DETROIT  — Big U.S. recalls 
by General Motors and Toyota 
have put the auto industry on a 
record pace as companies try to 
avoid bad publicity and punish-
ment from an increasingly ag-
gressive government.

On Wednesday, Toyota an-
nounced it was recalling nearly 
1.8 million vehicles in the U.S. to 
fix a spate of problems, including 

air bags that might not inflate. It’s 
part of a worldwide recall of 6.4 
million cars and trucks.

So far this year, automakers 
have recalled about 9 million ve-
hicles in the U.S. If that pace con-
tinues, the nation would break the 
record of 30.8 million recalled ve-
hicles set in 2004.

Most of the recalls are from 
Toyota and General Motors, two 
automakers that are under gov-
ernment scrutiny and facing bad 
publicity and allegations that they 

concealed safety issues.
Toyota’s latest recalls were 

announced before the company 
even developed specific repairs. 
They come two weeks after the 
Justice Department skewered the 
Japanese automaker for covering 
up problems that caused unin-
tended acceleration in some cars 
starting in 2009. Toyota agreed to 
pay $1.2 billion to settle that case, 
but federal prosecutors can res-
urrect a wire fraud charge if the 
company fails to comply with the 

terms of the settlement.
Toyota’s actions come as rival 

GM recalls 2.6 million small cars 
for defective ignition switches 
the company links to at least 13 
deaths. Of those, 2.2 million are 
in the U.S. As that crisis unfolded, 
GM announced recalls of another 
3.4 million U.S. vehicles.

GM is facing a Justice Depart-
ment investigation, and last week 
its new CEO was grilled by Con-
gress over its handling of the igni-
tion recalls.  

MARKET WATCH

* Diesel EFD    ** Midgrade
For the week of April 12-18

EUROPE GAS PRICES PACIFIC GAS PRICES
Country Super E10 Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Germany $3.833 $4.006 $4.165 $4.196
Change in price +1.7 cents +2.6 cents +2.4 cents -1.6 cents

Netherlands -- $4.802 $5.094 $5.017
Change in price -- +7.0 cents +6.4 cents +2.7 cents

U.K. -- $3.941 $4.100 $4.131
Change in price -- +2.6 cents +2.4 cents -1.6 cents

Azores -- -- $4.482 --
Change in price -- -- no change --

Belgium -- $3.851 $4.164 $4.190
Change in price -- no change no change no change

Turkey -- -- $4.445 $4.064*
Change in price -- -- no change -1.6 cents

Italy $3.936 -- -- $4.239
Change in price no change -- -- no change

Country Unleaded Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Japan -- $3.759 -- $3.949
Change in price -- +2.0 cents -- -2.0 cents

Okinawa $3.589 -- -- $3.949
Change in price +2.0 cents -- -- -2.0 cents

South Korea $3.849 -- $4.179 $4.209
Change in price +2.0 cents -- +2.0 cents -2.0 cents

Guam $3.849** $4.019 $4.129 --
Change in price +2.0 cents +3.0 cents +3.0 cents --
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Smart shooter
Get the early scoop 
on ‘Sniper 
Elite 3’
Video games, Page 26

Mindy Kaling 
responds 
to her critics
Page 39

Page 24; Review on Page 25

‘Captain America: The Winter Soldier’
  recalls political consciousness 
  of some great 1970s films

Gaining traction
Once a rebellious activity,  
Parkour has become 
a full-on fi tness craze
Health & fi tness, Page 40

 Europe travel: Walking through historic Jaffa – 30 New music – 36 & 37 Books – 38
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WEEKEND: GADGETS & CHARTS

 BY GREGG ELLMAN

McClatchy-Tribune News Service

Trolling the aisles at the annual Mac-
World/iWorld expo show recently, I 
came across a lot of cool products, 
which I’ll have more in-depth reviews 

of later this year. For now, here’s a sneak peek 
at some cool, new or different items that caught 
my attention.

The Slate ($98) was my unoffi cial winner of 
coolest new product. It’s a 100 percent Ameri-
can-made lap desk constructed from polished 
bamboo, with the smooth feel of glass.

The desk weighs 3.4 ounces and has a rub-
ber trackpad for a mouse. There also are slots 
to hold a smartphone in place along with holes 
built into the structure to let your computer 
breathe and stay cool.

Slate also showed off its SlatePro TechDesk 
($498), which utilizes the same craftsmanship. 
It has multiple display docks for your mobile de-
vices and also features a fi ling rack, a pen dock 
and a recessed cup holder.

Online: iskelter.com

The Pocket Tripod is the size of a credit card 
with the thickness of about two and made of 
ABS bendable plastic. You can fold it to create 
a hands-free dock for your device, and when 
you’re done, just put the fl attened card back in 
your wallet.

It works in both horizontal and portrait mode.
Details: $26.95, pocket-tripod.com

The app Everypost can help you post a mes-
sage, and a photo, to just about any social media 
simultaneously. This includes Twitter, Face-
book, Google Plus, mail, Dropbox and others.

Create and compose your content, use fi lters 
and even customize for each network.

Online: itunes.com, play.google.com; Free for 
iOS and Android

 Kirk H & J’s new wireless charger, the 
Inpofi , is built to charge Apple and Samsung 
devices.

The company designed the charger to emit 
zero radiation. Using it is as simple as putting 
your smartphone down on your desk.

Online: kirkhj.com; $135.64 at Amazon.com 
for wireless charger, battery pack for iPhone 
5/5s

Scosche’s Magic Mount system is one of the 
better hands-free contraptions I’ve seen.

Three models are available; the surface and 
mobile are adhesive, while the window mount 
uses a suction cup. A thin plate attaches to the 
back of your phone for attaching to the magnetic 
mount.

Online: scosche.com; surface $14.99, mobile 
$19.99 and the window mount $24.99

Blue Microphones showed off the Mikey Dig-
ital Lightning, which is expected to be released 
in May. It features a Lightning connection for 
iOS devices and can fl ip and rotate for recording 
in any direction.

There are three gain settings for proper re-
cording and will 
allow CD-quality 
audio recording 
for a wireless de-
vice to pair with 
video recording.

It connects 
directly to your 
iPhone or iPad 
and works with 
virtually any 
audio or video 
application.

Mikey Digital 
features two of 
Blue’s condenser 
mic capsules 
— the same 
capsules used 
in Blue’s award-
winning Snow-

ball and Yeti microphones.
Online: bluemic.com; $99

 The pocket-sized Flash Magicstick from Pow-
erRocks features a 3,000mAh battery for charg-
ing wireless devices along with a fl ashlight.

It includes a single USB and a Micro USB port
to charge multiple mobile devices, including 
smart phones, at the same time

You’ll get more than 500 charges for the bat-
tery itself, and the company was proud to point 
out that they have less than 1 percent defective 
and return rate.

Online: powerocksusa.com; $49.99, available 
in many colors 

GADGET WATCH

MacWorld expo yields trove of treasures

ITUNES MOVIESITUNES MUSIC APPSVIDEO GAMESSPOTIFY MUSIC
Top 10 albums on iTunes for April 9:

1. “Frozen” (Original Motion Picture 
Soundtrack), Various Artists
2. “Divergent” (Original Motion Picture 
Soundtrack) (Deluxe Version), Various 
Artists
3. “She Looks So Perfect,” 5 Seconds 
of Summer
4. “Spring Break 6 ... Like We Ain’t 
Ever,” Luke Bryan
5. “Supermodel,” Foster the People
6. “G I R L,” Pharrell Williams
7. “Frozen” (Deluxe Edition) (Original 
Motion Picture Soundtrack), Various 
Artists
8. “Lift Your Spirit,” Aloe Blacc
9. “Bad Blood,” Bastille
10. “Ghost Stories,” Coldplay

— Compiled by MCT

Top streamed tracks on Spotify 
from Mar. 31-April 6:

1. Katy Perry, “Dark Horse”
2. John Legend, “All of Me”
3. Jason Derulo, “Talk Dirty — feat. 2 
Chainz”
4. Bastille, “Pompeii”
5. Various Artists, “Let It Go”
6. Aloe Blacc, “The Man”
7. Beyonce, “Drunk In Love”
8. The Chainsmokers, “#SELFIE 
— Original Mix”
9. Lorde, “Team”
10. Pharrell Williams, “Happy (from 
Despicable Me 2)”

— Compiled by The Associated Press

Top 10 movies downloaded 
from the iTunes Store for April 9:

1. “The Hobbit: The Desolation of 
Smaug”
2. “The Wolf of 
Wall Street”
3. “Frozen”
4. “Blue Jasmine”
5. “August: Osage 
County”
6. “Anchorman 2: 
The Legend Con-
tinues”
7. “The Pirate Fairy”
8. “American 
Hustle”
9. “The Machine”
10. “Grudge Match”

— Compiled by MCT

Top 10 PlayStation 3 games for April:

1. “Dark Souls II,” Namco Bandai
2. “South Park: The Stick of Truth,” 
Ubisoft
3. “Luftrausers,” Vlambeer
4. “The Last of Us: Left Behind,” Sony 
Computer Entertainment
5. “Strider,” Capcom
6. “The Walking Dead: A House 
Divided,” Telltale Games
7. “Final Fantasy X/X-2 HD Remaster,” 
Square Enix
8. “Lego The Video Game Movie,” 
Warner Bros. Interactive
9. “Atelier Escha & Logy: Alchemists of 
the Dusk Sky,” Tecmo Koei
10. “Metal Gear Solid: Ground Ze-
roes,” Konami

— Compiled by MCT

Top 5 new paid apps for April 9:

ANDROID
1. Threes!
2. Link Bubble Pro
3. Sumotori Dreams
4. NBA 2K14
5. Facets

Top 5 paid apps for April 9:

APPLE
1. Monument Valley
2. Minecraft — Pocket Edition
3. FTL: Faster Than Light
4. Wild Kratts World Adventure
5. Notability

— Compiled by MCT

BY JONATHAN TAKIFF

Philadelphia Daily News

Are you a compulsive gad-
get hoarder?

Do you have items 
gathering dust because 

you’ve lost interest or shelved 
them for a newer, better version?

Spring is here, and it’s a good 
time to consider letting go of the 
old — especially if you’ve already 
replaced it with the new. I know 
it’s not easy.

The used electronics website 
uSell.com estimates that 68 
percent of U.S. residents qualify 
as gadget hoarders for “keeping 
a device for more than two years 
without using it.” 

 But some gizmos  have endur-
ing sentimental or historic value. 
Take, please, (but not away) these 
treasures I’ve just dug up (and not 
trashed). Each has a story. Some 
of my stuff:

• Nikkormat 35mm SLR cam-
era: As a photo-taking youth, I 
coveted an all-mechanical, manu-
ally focused Nikon single lens 
refl ex fi lm camera. This sibling, 
equally sturdy and sharp shooting, 
was bought cheaper in Montego 
Bay, Jamaica, circa 1978.

Today, this weighty thing is 
never used. You can’t beat a good 

digital camera or sharp-shootin’ 
smartphone for portability, instant 
gratifi cation and low cost of use.

• Sony Walkman TPS-L2 Cas-
sette Player and TC-55 Tapecord-
er: When the fi rst cassette-based 
Walkman headphone stereo player 
was delivered to then-Daily News 
editor Gil Spencer, he brought it 
to my desk, saying, “I don’t have 
a clue what this is, but maybe you 
can write about it.”

Thus began  my career as a tech 
columnist, and my love affair with 
tiny, high-performance electron-
ics. 

 • Motorola RAZR V3 Flip 
Phone: In the early 2000s, it was 
the coolest, slimmest cellphone. 
Moto sold 130 million of ’em. 
Still a thing of industrial-design 
beauty. And doesn’t take up much 
drawer space.

• ColecoVision Video Game Sys-
tem and Samsung GXE-1395 TV: 
The fi rst game system to achieve 
arcade-quality, cartoon-smooth 
and fast imagery, this spiffy, 
early-1980s game system came 
packed with Nintendo’s “Donkey 
Kong,” knocking Atari and Mattel 
for a loop and giving Nintendo big 
ambitions. Coleco’s downfall was 
trying to adapt the game console 
into a full computer. 

ON THE COVER: Chris Evans is Captain America in “The Winter Soldier.”
DISNEY-MARVEL PHOTO; ILLUSTRATION BY SEAN MOORES/Stars and Stripes

An ode to all the stuff 
you just can’t give up

PHILADELPHIA DAILY NEWS/MCT

Some folks just can’t let go of last century’s electronics.

ISKELTER/MCT

The SlatePro TechDesk has multiple display 
docks for mobile devices and also features a 
fi ling rack, pen dock and recessed cup holder.

BLUE MICROPHONES/MCT

The Mikey Digital Lightning 
features a Lightning 
connection for iOS devices 
and can fl ip and rotate for 
recording in any direction.
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CHECK IT OUT
Events, entertainment and other ways to fill your free time

2014 MTV 
Movie Awards

The summer movie season kicked off early 
this year with “Captain America.” Get into 
the popcorn-flick spirit 
by watching the 2014 
MTV Movie Awards on 
Monday night. Conan 
O’Brien is hosting, and it 
wouldn’t be an awards 
show these days without 
a bevy of musical appearances. Performers 
include Eminem, Rihanna and Ellie Goulding.
� Watch the 2014 MTV Movie Awards on 
Monday night on AFN-Spectrum

Season premiere
of ‘Game of Thrones’

Fans, your patience and devotion pay off 
in Sunday’s wee hours as AFN airs the 

Season 4 premiere of “Game 
of Thrones.” This season is 
sure to hold more surprises, 
and at least one wedding. 
“Thrones” fans know better 
than most how unexpected and 
treacherous weddings can be.

� Watch the “Game of Thrones” season 
premiere Sunday on AFN-Spectrum
� Read about the battle brewing among 
“Thrones” book, TV fans on Page 38

2 3 4
DANIELLE L. KIRACOFE/Stars and Stripes

Those ever-popular Peeps are popping up all over. Tell us your favorite page in Stars and Stripes, and if we draw your name, we’ll pop some Peeps in the mail for you.

Marvel-ous anniversary
Marvel Comics, launched in 1939, is 
celebrating its 75th anniversary with an 
online timeline. The creators plan to add more
online goodies for fans throughout the year. 

 � Visit Marvel.com/75

1
Time for Peeps

As the old saying goes, there are two types of people 
in this world — those who can’t stand Peeps, and 
those who can’t imagine spring without them.
If you’re in the latter category, rejoice! It’s time for the 
adorable sugary marshmallow treats to grace AAFES 
shelves, and your Easter basket.
We have some samples of the latest Peeps
(Chocolate mousse! Chocolate coated! Inside a
chocolate egg!), and we’d love to share them with 
you. If you’re interested, email us at the address 
below and tell us your favorite page in Stars and 
Stripes. If yours is one of the names we draw from 
our entries, we’ll send you some Peepy-licious prizes.
 � To enter, email kiracofe.danielle@stripes.com                  
      and put “Peeps” in the subject line
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 BY FRANK LOVECE

Newsday

After repelling the alien invasion of New York in “The 
Avengers,” Thor returned to Asgard; Tony Stark (Iron 
Man) and Bruce Banner (the Hulk) drove off to go play in 
a lab somewhere; and Steve Rogers, aka Captain Amer-

ica, left to begin a quiet life in an apartment in Washington, D.C. 
— doubtlessly having turned down lucrative book offers and speak-
ing engagements as an unseemly cashing-in of a legacy people died 
to give him.

So when Nick Fury (Samuel L. Jackson), director of the espio-
nage agency S.H.I.E.L.D., enlists his help to rescue a hijacked 
government ship, it’s something to do and a chance to do good. He 
couldn’t have imagined that he and agent Natasha Romanoff, the 
Black Widow (Scarlett Johansson), were being thrown into a web of 
intrigue evoking such 1970s political thrillers as “Three Days of the 
Condor,” “The Conversation” and “The Parallax View” — some of 
the inspirations for “Captain America: The Winter Soldier,” the lat-
est installment of the Marvel cinematic universe with Chris Evans 
reprising his role as Rogers.

The notion of a superhero political thriller might seem jarring to 
those who haven’t followed comics’ auteurist blossoming over the 
past generation, but the fi lmmakers were merely tuning into the 
zeitgeist.

“We were all reading the articles that were coming out ques-
tioning drone strikes, preemptive strikes, civil liberties — Obama 
talking about who they would kill, y’know?” says Anthony Russo, 
co-director with his brother and fi lmmaking partner, Joe. “We 
wanted to put all of that into the fi lm because it would be a contrast 
to Cap’s greatest-generation (way of thinking).”

Indeed, says Christopher Markus, who with Stephen McFeely 
wrote both “Captain America” movies and is doing a third. “The 
Snowden (NSA revelations) didn’t come along until May of 2013, 
and by that time we were six weeks into shooting. This kind of thing 
has been in the public consciousness since ... well, since Watergate,” 
the impetus for those classic ’70s political thrillers, says Markus. 
“Though as far as I know, we don’t have the ability to kill 20 million 
(perceived future threats) at a time,” as posits the movie’s central 
crisis, one complicated by an enigmatic Russian assassin, the Win-
ter Soldier (Sebastian Stan).

“Nick’s the kind of guy who deals with necessary evils,” says 
Jackson, who reprises his Marvel Studios role as Fury. “So for him, 
having the gun pointed at us,” he says metaphorically, “is as impor-
tant as having the gun pointed at the enemy.”

The idea of a surveillance state — embodied in the movie by 
three airborne aircraft carriers set to watch over the country like 
security cameras into the soul — “is not a foreign concept to me,” 
Jackson says. As a college student, he was active in the Civil Rights 
movement and knows well the FBI’s wiretapping of Martin Luther 
King Jr., so “I’m not as surprised as the American public seemed 
to be last year when they realized the NSA was listening to their 
phone calls,” he says. “It was kind of like, ‘You didn’t know that?’ ”

Joining the movie universe is Anthony Mackie (“The Hurt 
Locker”) as Sam Wilson, a post-traumatic stress disorder counselor 

whom Rogers befriends. He’s 
also a former military pilot in 
a classifi ed project situated 
between real-life wingsuits and 
the Iron Man armor, who fi nds 
himself again donning the Fal-
con project’s winged, jet-pow-
ered exoskeleton, becoming in 
the process the Marvel movies’ 
newest superhero.

“Sam Wilson is the only 
person who respects Captain 

America for who he is,” Mackie muses. “He doesn’t want anything 
from him, he doesn’t ask him for anything. The fi rst thing he does 
is, he tries to help him. So I think when you see that, it endears you 
to Sam, and when you see Cap being a superhero, struggling with 
his life, it endears you to Cap as well.”

Also new is Robert Redford as a senior S.H.I.E.L.D. offi cial. “You 
get automatic ’70s conspiracy-fi lm gravitas when you hire Robert 
Redford,” says Markus of the legendary star who’s no stranger to 
the political thriller landscape (“Three Days of the Condor,” “All 
the President’s Men”). The role wasn’t originally written with him 
in mind, Markus says, “because that’s not the kind of thing you ever 
imagine is possible: ‘Oh, yeah, we’ll get Robert Redford.’ ... No way. 
When we found out it was Redford, we rewrote it with him in mind, 
because that’s a whole persona you want to use.”

And his iconic continuity from the days of ’70s political thrill-
ers hammers home that the surveillance fears of that era have, 
well, come true. “I’m not naive enough to think that we don’t need 
some of this stuff,” says co-writer McFeely. “I don’t pretend to 
know where that line of transparency should be. But when Dianne 
Feinstein has to go on the fl oor of the Senate and call out the CIA, 
something’s wrong. We’re dumb screenwriters — we don’t have the 
answer. But it was nice to be able to ask some of the questions in the 
context of a superhero story.” 

Who are the good guys?

‘Captain America: The Winter Soldier’ taps the current
paranoid political zeitgeist for the latest superhero outing

“The Conversation” 
1974
Audio-surveillance expert Gene 
Hackman inadvertently records 
plans involving murder and an 
apparent government-agency 
director (Robert Duvall) in this 
Francis Ford Coppola classic.

“The Parallax View” 
1974
Reporter Warren Beatty discovers 
a corporation devoted to political 
assassination with “lone gunman” 
patsies.

“Three Days of the 
Condor” 1975
After his fi eld-offi ce co-workers are 
assassinated, CIA analyst Robert 
Redford must elude a conspiracy 
reaching to the agency’s top 
echelon.

Films with trust issues

SOURCE: Newsday

The writers and directors of “Captain 
America: The Winter Soldier” said they 
found inspiration from these classic 1970s 
political thrillers that came in the wake of 
Watergate:

“All the President’s 
Men” 1976
This Oscar-winner was based on 
the actual events that led reporters 
Bob Woodward (Redford) and 
Carl Bernstein (Dustin Hoffman) to 
expose the Watergate conspiracy.

“Marathon Man” 1976
Nazi war criminal Laurence Olivier 
tortures PhD candidate Dustin 
Hoffman, whose brother (Roy 
Scheider) works for a shadowy 
government agency called The 
Division.

Additionally, says co-screenwriter 
Christopher Markus, inspiration also 
included “a little of ‘The Manchurian 
Candidate’ just in that kind of mental 
state” of a brainwashed character.

Above: Robert Redford, left, is a high-ranking S.H.I.E.L.D. offi cial, and Samuel L. Jackson returns as Nick Fury, 
in “Captain America: The Winter Soldier.” The screenwriters said they rewrote Redford’s role with him in mind after he was cast.

‘ You get automatic 
’70s conspiracy-film 
gravitas when you hire 
Robert Redford. ’

Christopher Markus
co-writer of both

“Captain America” movies

MARVEL-DISNEY/AP
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BY COLIN COVERT

Star Tribune (Minneapolis) 

You wouldn’t think that 
there was much more 
to do with movies set 
in the Marvel comics 

universe.
You’d be wrong. “Captain 

America: The Winter Soldier” 
takes a fl ying leap off the basic 
premise of superhero movies 
and sails away in unexpected, 
crowd-pleasing directions. The 
grippingly, stylishly made fi lm 
delivers mechanically perfect 
shocks and much more.

This outing is an irresistible 
blend of Washington conspiracy 
thriller and exuberant adven-
ture. Taking its tone from the 
paranoid political mysteries of 
the 1970s, it’s a whirlwind of 
power struggles and deception 
twisty enough to keep audiences 
guessing. 

The theme is trust earned 
and lost. The U.S. spy agency 
S.H.I.E.L.D. battles shadowy 
adversaries with an agenda for 
destruction. The organization’s 
charismatic director, Alexander 
Pierce (Robert Redford), is about 
to launch a new defense system 
designed to preemptively elimi-
nate threats.

“That’s not freedom. That’s 
fear,” says Chris Evans’ Steve 
Rogers/Captain America, who 
has a healthy suspicion of the 
military-industrial-surveillance 
complex. After all, the WWII 
supersoldier served under the 
similarly skeptical Gen. Eisen-
hower before going in a 60-year 
deep freeze.

Screenwriters Christopher 

Markus and Stephen McFeely 
craft a suspense plot that’s 
generally logical, and fi ll it 
with plausible, strongly defi ned 
characters. Without becoming 
pretentious, they make a serious 
point or two about the security-
vs.-liberty debate.

As before, Captain America 
is an old-school, unambiguous 
hero, an offi cer and a gentleman. 
He’s literally a museum piece in 
our morally compromised mod-
ern world of drone warfare and 
24/7 data dredging. He visits the 
Smithsonian Institution’s “Cap-
tain America” display, lingering 
over images of long-lost Peggy 
Carter (Hayley Atwell) and 
Bucky Barnes (Sebastian Stan). 
Evans acts his grief and isolation 
with utter sincerity.

When he’s not in his lonely 
apartment, he’s in a daredevil’s 
rut. He leads rescue missions but 
can’t relate to his S.H.I.E.L.D. 
teammates. It’s reached the point 
where Black Widow (Scarlett Jo-
hansson) feeds him dating advice 
while they wallop villains.

The fi lm pits the duo against 
the mysterious and legendary 
mercenary the Winter Soldier, 
who leads a horrendous assassi-
nation attempt against Nick Fury 
(Samuel L. Jackson, at long last 
playing a key role in the story). 
Their   chase through heavy 
traffi c is a nonstop bacchanal of 
urgent destruction.

There’s plenty of THWONKK! 
— the satisfying sound of Cap’s 
shield hammering an evildoer’s 
cranium. There’s also a sense 
the tentacles of S.H.I.E.L.D.’s 
nemesis, HYDRA, are sunk so 
deep in the system that nothing 
short of chemotherapy will offer 
a cure. Cap is fi ghting not just to 
foil terrorists but to defend his 
own values. It’s the perfect fi lm 
for these anxious times.

Directors Anthony Russo and 
Joe Russo (of NBC’s “Commu-
nity”) show a gift for ambitious, 
large-scale fi lmmaking. They 
channel their expert comic tim-
ing into designing energized, 
exciting action sequences. The 
fi lm exists in a realistic world 
of practical stunts delivered 
with visual snap. No matter how 
brain-frazzling the fi ght, there’s 
a three-dimensional dynamic to 
the  combat. Their compositions 
are far from the fl at, shallow im-
ages of comic-book panels.

The directors don’t skimp on 
attention to performance and 

characterization. Redford is 
superb as the ambiguous Pierce, 
who could be his “Three Days of 
the Condor” CIA man 30 years 
on. He’s a savior one minute and 
a sardonic, ruthless hard-ass the 
next, his gaze asserting authority 
while implying just-pals equality. 
Anthony Mackie brings enor-
mous presence and warmth to 
his role as Sam, a veteran who 
can relate to Cap’s alienation.

The Russos also salt in some 
cunning humor. Cap keeps a 

list of modern subjects he needs 
to research in pocket notebook 
— he’s an analog guy. On his 
tally is “I Love Lucy,” Berlin 
Wall (up & down), Thai food and 
Nirvana (band).

Smartly self-aware, grandiose 
without being overblown, “The 
Winter Soldier” is a cracker-
jack summer blockbuster, three 
months early.
“Captain America: The Winter Soldier” 
is rated PG-13 for  violence, gunplay and 
action . Running time: 136 minutes.

‘Winter Soldier’ raises the bar for comic-book fi lms

Captain in charge
WEEKEND: MOVIES

New on base
“Captain America: The 
Winter Soldier” is playing at: 
Europe
Mildenhall, Ansbach, 
Baumholder, Grafenwöhr, 
Hohenfels, Ramstein, 
Spangdahlem, Stuttgart, 
Vilseck, Wiesbaden, Aviano, 
Sigonella and Vicenza.
Pacifi c
Atsugi, Showboat, Village, 
Benny Decker, Fleet, Negi-
shi, Yokota, Zama, Yongsan 
South Post No. 1, Casey, 
Henry, Kunsan, Osan, 
Foster, Futenma, Hansen, 
Kadena, Kinser, Schwab  
and Courtney.
Online: marvel.com/
captainamerica#/home

Check movie listings for base theaters at stripes.com/military-life

 BY GINA MCINTYRE

Los Angeles Times

When it comes to the superhero 
spy game, an easy facility with 
falsehood can get you far. Which 
helps explain the unlikely friend-

ship that develops between Chris Evans’ 
unfailingly forthright patriotic hero and 
Scarlet Johansson’s ethically dubious opera-
tive in Marvel’s latest comic book adventure, 
“Captain America: The Winter Soldier.”

“She made a life based on lies and deceit 
and malleable morality, and Cap couldn’t lie 
if he tried to,” said Evans .

“These aren’t two characters that you 
would necessarily know had so much in 
common,” Johansson agreed. “They’re 
deceivingly similar. They’re having this huge 
identity crisis. ... ‘What do I want? Why do I 
want it? What do I need from someone else?’ 
We started to say, ‘Maybe they see the refl ec-
tion in one another.’ ”

 Vulnerability is a rare luxury for charac-
ters who essentially seem indestructible, but 
the scenes in which Cap and Black Widow 
let down their guard and fl irt with the idea 
of taking their friendship in a less platonic 

direction were the most satisfying for the ac-
tors, longtime friends offscreen.

“It’s nice for Chris and I to get to do dra-
matic work together,” Johansson said. “We 
work well together, I think, and admire one 
another as actors, and we’re used to being 
able to throw the ball back and forth because 
we’ve done that in the past in other fi lms that 

we’ve done. We’re also older actors now and 
more comfortable taking our time. You can 
wait for the emotion to come and let the mo-
ment happen.”

 Evans and Johansson fi rst appeared on 
screen together 10 years ago in the high 
school heist fi lm “The Perfect Score,” about 
seniors out to steal the answers to the SAT.  
They also both appeared in 2007’s “The 
Nanny Diaries.” 

It was Johansson who originated her cur-
rent Marvel persona fi rst, in 2010’s “Iron 
Man 2,” while Evans arrived in  2011 in the 
World War II-era “Captain America: The 
First Avenger.” 

  “It’s not really defi ned,” Evans said of 
the Cap-Widow relationship in “The Winter 
Soldier.” “I think that’s what makes it more 
dynamic. It’s what makes it more similar to 
life. Not every single male and female bond 
is going to be rooted in romance. Sometimes 
movies make things too perfect.”

“But the chemistry is there, which is 
important,” Johansson added. “Just because 
they’re not romantically involved doesn’t 
mean that they’re not still attracted to each 
other as people. I like that the door is open a 
little bit.” 

Duo dares to defy film relationship tropes

ETHAN MILLER/Getty Images

“Captain America: The Winter Soldier” is 
the fourth movie in which Chris Evans and 
Scarlett Johansson have co-starred.

Marvel-Disney

Captain America (Chris Evans) must battle a villain more ambiguous 
and personal than before in “Captain America: The Winter Soldier.”



PAGE 26    F3HIJKLM • S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • Friday, April 11, 2014

 BY MICHAEL S. DARNELL 
Stars and Stripes

“Sniper Elite V2” was somewhat of a cult hit 
on the PC when it launched in 2012, garner-
ing a dedicated fan base through excellent 
word of mouth, despite a somewhat harsh 

offi cial critical reception.
The series is a slower-paced World War II shooter that 

fi lls the niche that “Call of Duty” and “Battlefi eld” have 
left behind as those franchises moved into warfare in the 
modern era.

On July 1, 505 Games and Rebellion will launch the 
next entry in the series, appropriately titled “Sniper Elite 
3,” in North American markets for the PC, Xbox One, 
PlayStation 4, Xbox 360 and PS3.

 We wanted to see what changes are in store , so we got 
in touch with Tim Jones, Rebellion’s head of creative 
development, for the scoop. 

WEEKEND: VIDEO GAMES

Targeting
your brain
‘Sniper Elite 3’ aiming to be
a ‘thinking person’s shooter’

Many more staff-written game reviews at stripes.com/military-life

Stars and Stripes: Tell me 
about the design philosophy 
behind Sniper Elite 3.

Jones: We want to give the 
player the sense of what it feels 
like to be a World War II sniper. 
This means bringing attention 
to detail in the sniping ballistics 
— having to take account of bul-
let drop over long distances as 
gravity takes effect on your shot, 
adjusting for the effect of cross-
winds, controlling your breath-
ing and heart rate too.

It’s about observation. You 
can’t just run into battle with 
guns blazing — that’s a sure-fi re 
way to get yourself killed in a 
hurry. You have to stay out of 
sight and use your binoculars to 
plan your next move. Once you 
commit to taking your shot, if 
anyone is left alive to hear your 
gunshot, you’ll have to relocate 
or risk being found. It’s a think-
ing person’s shooter.

Tactical choice is at the core 
of everything. The player must 
have the volition to choose how 
they approach any situation; 
which path they take; whether 
to kill or not; play stealthy and 
silently, or ruthlessly and ef-
fi ciently.

Of course the most important 
thing is ensuring this all feels 
great to play. With Sniper Elite 
V2, we hit an important sweet 
spot between the satisfaction of 
simulation and making the snip-
ing mechanics accessible to new 
players and rewarding to master. 
Sniper Elite 3 builds on this phi-

losophy by empowering players 
to make more choices about what 
they do before they even shoot.

What lessons did you learn 
from the success of V2, and how 
are they infl uencing this sequel?

 There were a few areas we 
wanted to improve upon, so we 
tapped into the fan community of 
the game to listen closely to their 
feedback. They wanted larger 
environments, less linear game-
play and more opportunities for 
stealth and tactical choice. They 
also wanted more convincing 
behavior from the enemy AI. We 
have worked very hard to ad-
dress all of these areas to deliver 
something that’s really going to 
knock people’s socks off.

What went into the decision 
to base this game on the North 
African campaign?

We wanted environments 
that could support our  mantra 
of more tactical choice. We also 
wanted to go somewhere that 
really contrasted with what 
people saw in the ruins of Berlin 
in Sniper Elite V2. The environ-
ments of North Africa are much 
more varied than most people 
think — from canyons to oases 
and ancient cities. They imme-
diately feel more organic than 
the urban settings of Europe and 
were a perfect match for the kind 
of level and gameplay design we 
were really after.

People also forget how crucial 
the North African campaign of 

World War II was — especially 
as it was the fi rst time America 
faced Axis forces on the ground.  
It was here that Britain’s own 
Long Range Desert Group car-
ried out numerous daring mis-
sions. These guys were actually 
the beginnings of the UK elite 
special forces division: the SAS. 
It seemed a natural fi t for our 
hero, Karl Fairburne.

How are the multiplayer 
modes different from each 
other?

There’s a wide variety of 
multiplayer modes. You can play 
through all the missions of the 
campaign cooperatively with 
two players, which opens up all 
kinds of tactical opportunities.  
There are also survival missions 
in which you must work together 
to survive against progressively 
more challenging waves of en-
emies. The popular Overwatch 
mode is returning in which the 
two players are physically sepa-
rated but must work together to 
achieve objectives — one player 
in the thick of it on the ground, 
being covered by a sniper from 
an elevated position.

Then there’s adversarial 
multiplayer, which has a number 
of associated modes — Free-for-
all, Team Deathwatch, Distance 
King in which longest shots 
are rewarded, and No Cross, in 
which the two opposing teams 
cannot enter each other’s ter-
ritory. We’ve also introduced a 
mechanic to encourage players 

not to camp too much by reward-
ing them for successfully relocat-
ing after a kill. 

This co-op mode seems pretty 
unique. Can you talk about it ?

It makes a huge difference if 
one of the players is able to tag 
enemies for the other to then 
know their location. 

The Sniper Elite series is also 
known for its traps and distrac-
tions, and these really come into 
their own when one player can 
lure the enemy into traps set by 
the other as they work together 
and play cat and mouse with the 
remaining enemies. 

What are some of the things 
the new AI is capable of doing ?

The AI work in squads. They 
will communicate in a more real-
istic fashion, so just because one 
enemy has spotted you doesn’t 
mean everyone else will immedi-
ately know where you are.

But if you don’t take him down 
quickly enough, he will raise the 
alarm and you’ll be in trouble.  

The rank of the enemies 
makes a difference too. Offi cers 
can see farther and boost the 
aggression and senses of their 
squad. It makes sense to take out 
offi cers fi rst. Of course, you have 
to observe the enemy closely be-
fore engaging if you want to spot 
the ranks and take advantage of 
them. The AI have a full set of 
senses: sight, hearing and touch. 
You must account for this and 
take advantage of cover, move si-

lently and stay in the shadows if 
you can.  AI will react to corpses 
they fi nd and raise the alarm, so 
you should hide your kills if you 
want to stay undetected.

How much are you adhering to
history with the setting, weapon 
set, etc?

Most of the locations in the 
game are based on real-world 
locations and battles in the North 
African campaign of World War 
II, although obviously the levels 
mainly take inspiration from the 
source matter. Fun level design 
is the most important thing! 
We’ve been careful to keep the 
weapons consistent with what 
would have been used at the 
time by the countries that were 
involved.

 You’ve mentioned the feel of 
the weapons. Can you expand a 
bit on that?

It’s important to us that the 
weapons feel authentic. The 
sniper rifl es of World War II 
were simple but elegant mechan-
ical devices. In fact, sniper rifl es 
have changed surprisingly little 
since World War II. There was 
no computer assisted aiming or 
targeting. It was all down to the 
skill of the shooter. 

 “Sniper Elite 3” will be released 
on July 1 in North America on 
Xbox One, PlayStation 4, Xbox 
360, PlayStation 3 and PC.

Courtesy of Rebellion Entertainment

“Sniper Elite 3” is a shooter set in World War II that tries to strike a balance between the satisfaction of 
simulation and making the sniping mechanics accessible to new players and rewarding to master.
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Art fair in Cologne
Admire art at an outing to 

ART COLOGNE 2014, in the 
city of the same name, through 
the weekend. The 48th edition 
of this international art market 
serves as a showcase for classic 
modern, postwar and contempo-
rary art. 

The fair dates to 1967, when 
neighboring Bonn served as the 
de facto capital of the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany. The 
industrial area and economic 
stronghold known as the Rhine-
land grew to be the center of the 
West German art world. Even 
today, many businesses and 
industries, along with art col-
lectors, call the area home. 

Through Sunday, over 200 
galleries from 25 countries 
will show and sell modern and 
contemporary art, including 
paintings, works on paper, 
photography, video, sculptures 
and graphics. Artists are both 
established names and promis-
ing newcomers. Collectors and 
art enthusiasts attend to gain 
insight into current trends in 
art and the art market. 

ART COLOGNE opens at 
noon on all days, remaining 
open until 8 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday and closing at 6 p.m. 
Sunday. A single-day ticket 
costs 25 euros (about $34.50), 
while 35 euros buys a two-day 

ticket. 
The fair is located at Koeln-

messse GmbH, Messeplatz 1. 
Learn more at artcologne.com.

Events from the inside
Ever want to attend an event, 

but are put off by having no one 
to go with? Consider volunteer-
ing.

 A huge variety of events, from 
marathons and fi lm festivals to 
multiday rock shows, function 
on the power of individuals who 
volunteer time and effort purely 
for the chance to be part of some-
thing. 

Although it would help to know 
the language of the country in 
which the event is held, organiz-
ers are often happy to have the 
services of English speakers, too. 
If you have expertise in a cer-

tain area, or are fl uent in other 
languages, your efforts would be 
particularly sought after. 

Events also require a lot of 
pure muscle, from set-up and 
tending the snack bar to escort-
ing VIPs. While you won’t get 
rich, you’ll often get a pass to 
 events across the board, and it’s 
a great way to meet people with 
similar interests.

Organizers prefer to line up 
their helpers early, so check out 
an event’s offi cial website, and 
there’s a good chance you’ll fi nd 
a link to  instructions on volun-
teering. 

If not, and if your heart’s re-
ally set on being there, drop an 
email to the contact address or 
just call. Things could work out 
beautifully for  both of you.

Air races in Croatia
The Mediterranean gem of a 

town known as Rovinj, Croatia, 
 hosts The Red Bull Air Race 
World Championships this 
weekend. The series returns 
following a three-year break 
in which organizers shored up 
safety measures and revamped 
its concept. 

This race above the skies 
of the Istrian Peninsula is the 
second in a series of eight races 
on three continents. Defending 
world champion Paul Bonhomme 
will take on 11 other pilots in 
the competition that involves 

navigating a tricky aerial slalom 
course of pylons referred to as 
“air gates” while racing against 
the clock. Different styles of fl y-
ing are required to pass through 
the variously designed gates.

Participating pilots hail from 
Australia, Canada, Germany, 
Great Britain, Japan, the United 
States and elsewhere. A side 
program of show fl ights ac-
companies the races. The newly 
introduced Challengers Cup is 
a stepping stone competition 
conceived to give up-and-coming 
pilots valuable racing experi-
ence. 

The event kicks off with train-
ing and qualifi cation events 
from 11 a.m. Saturday. On race 
day, Sunday, fl ying begins at 1 
p.m., with the winners ceremony 
scheduled just after 5 p.m. 

A wide range of ticket options 
and hospitality packages are 
available for Sunday and the 
weekend. A “Zone B” general 
admission weekend pass is avail-
able online and goes for 26 euros 
(about $35.75) per person. This 
zone is standing room only. Chil-
dren ages 10 and younger enjoy 
free access to this area. 

Can’t make it to Croatia on 
such short notice? Other Euro-
pean cities to host the race series 
include Gdynia, Poland, July 
26-27, and Ascot, England, Aug. 
16-17. 

See redbullairrace.com.

TOP TRAVEL PICKS

Karen Bradbury

See the Europe Traveler blog
at stripes.com/travel/
europe-travel

Looking for even more to do? For additional events, concerts and activities, go to stripes.com/military-life

EuropeWEEKEND

BE WOWED BY WAX:

Easter candy flanks
Katy Perry waxwork

If there was any doubt that Easter 
is a superb candy holiday, Madame 
Tussauds in London unveiled a 
candy-covered waxwork of Ameri-
can recording artist Katy Perry last 
week to prove it. Its candy-themed 
backdrop includes giant cupcakes, 
Gummy Bears, Easter eggs, lol-
lipops, candy canes and other sweet 
treats. Visitors can enjoy free candy 
while they admire the display.

The fi gure, dressed in a colorful 
outfi t from the “I Kissed A Girl” 
singer’s California Girls concert, 
will be displayed over the Easter 
school holidays. 

“Katy’s amazing wax fi gure is 
paying us a visit from Madame Tus-
sauds Sydney, and as it’s Easter, we 
thought we’d pay tribute to some of 
the singer’s famous confectionary-
themed performances,” said Nicole 
Fenner, the museum’s publicity 
manager. “We wanted to create 
something suitably fantastical, and 
this candy-themed set is the perfect 
backdrop for her breathtaking outfi t, 
which has been created especially 
for Madame Tussauds by Katy’s 
own costumers. We know guests 
will love joining Katy in her special 
Easter candy land.”

 The museum’s website is 
 madametussauds.com/london.

JOHN PHILLIPS, INVISION/AP

A wax fi gure of singer Katy Perry stands amid a candy wonderland with an Easter theme at Madame Tussauds wax museum in London.

GO MONUMENTAL:
Rome library exhibit
A second-century statue 
from the facade of the Celsus 
Library in Ephesus is part of 
the exhibition “The Infi nite 
Library” inside Rome’s 
Colosseum through Oct. 5. 
The show documents the 
evolution of books and reading 
in the Greek-Roman world.
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BY JASON DUHR

Stars and Stripes

Head east on the auto-
strade from Aviano 
Air Base and watch 
the mountains sink 

into the landscape as you near 
the Adriatic Sea to spend a day in 
the city of Trieste, Italy.

The city boasts more than a 
dozen museums and tourist at-
tractions, ranging from the City 
Sea Museum, which houses an 
exhibition of model ships dating 
to medieval times and showcases 
ships from Christopher Colum-
bus’ voyage in 1492, to the Tri-
este Botanical Gardens, which 
offers nearly 2½ acres that could 
excite any amateur botanist.  

A fascination with fossils 
guided me to the City Museum of 
Natural History. 

Visitors can stand in the shad-
ows of a towering skeleton of an 
African elephant, then view the 
remains of an equally impressive 
hippopotamus nearby.

The museum occupies two 
fl oors and displays part of its 
collection of 2 million specimens. 
Originally built in the center 
of Trieste in 1846 as a private 
collection, the museum held arti-
facts considered to be of interna-
tional importance. 

The museum today is a bit far 
from the town center. It holds nu-
merous pieces from the original 
museum, including microscopes 
with slides and cabinets contain-
ing preserved insects, plants and 
animals. 

Expansions are underway, and 
once completed, visitors will be 
able to enjoy more  of this robust 
collection . The fi rst is set to be 
fi nished in late spring, with an 
unveiling ceremony scheduled 
for June 1. The addition will hold 
an exhibit of more than a dozen 
sea creatures, including an ap-
proximately 18-foot female great 
white shark.   

One current attraction that 
shouldn’t go unmentioned is  
Antonio , a 99-percent complete 
hadrosaurid, or duck-billed 

dinosaur. Still encased in 
stone, Antonio lived some 
70 million years ago. 

This visually stimu-
lating museum offers 
additional perks: A library 
contains more than 30,000 
books, some dating to the 
mid-1600s. The books, in 
English and other lan-
guages, can be viewed in 
the museum’s study room 
on the third fl oor.

Through the museum’s 
Nature Desk, visitors 
can email questions and 
pictures of plants and 
animals to staff for identi-
fi cation. 

There also are interac-
tive activities that give 
visitors the opportunity to 
feel, smell and hear differ-
ent aspects of nature. 

Placards next to most of the 
exhibits offer Italian and English 
descriptions.
duhr.jason@stripes.com

Trieste, Italy, museum preserves creatures past and present
Fossils and fascinations

EuropeWEEKEND: QUICK TRIPS

A hadrosaurid, or duck-billed dinosaur, named Antonio lies in stone at the 
museum. It is considered the most complete dinosaur fossil in Europe. DIRECTIONS

The museum is located at Via 
Dei Tominz 4, Trieste, Italy. 
Visitors can park along the one-
way street on either side, except 
where signs prohibit parking.

TIMES
Hours are 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
with ticket sales ending at 1 p.m. 
Thursdays through Tuesdays; 
closed Wednesdays.

COSTS
Admission costs 3 euros per per-
son; free for children under 6. 

FOOD
The museum doesn’t offer  food, 
so drive toward the marina 
along Riva del Mandracchio and 
Riva Tommaso Gulli to discover  
 restaurants offering  everything 
from pizza to Chinese food. 

INFORMATION
Website: In Italian only,
museostorianaturaletrieste.it. 
Email the Nature Desk at: sport-
ellonature@comune.trieste.it.

— Jason Duhr

ON THE QT

One of the many displays 
depicts animals scavenging a 
garbage bag for food.

A painting of an African elephant helps visitors to visually fl esh out a 
towering skeleton presented next to it.

This skeleton on display offers a 
close look at the bone structure 
of a hippopotamus. 

PHOTOS BY JASON DUHR/Stars and Stripes 

The massive skeleton of a fi nback whale dominates a display area at the City Museum of Natural History in Trieste, Italy.
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BY JENNIFER H. SVAN

Stars and Stripes

If you’re a vegetarian, 
there’s not much you can 
sink your teeth into at 
Weberstübchen, a Ger-

man restaurant on the outskirts 
of Ramstein-Miesenbach, near 
Ramstein Air Base.

If you’re a carnivore, the only 
problem you’ll have is deciding 
what kind and cut of meat to 
devour — and how much.

Thomas Walter, who runs 
the restaurant with his partner, 
Chris, is a butcher by trade and 
the three main types of meat 
prepared in the kitchen have 
their own section in the menu, 
each taking up almost a full 
page. 

For those who prefer beef, 
there are 10 selections of rump 
or rib-eye steak, including the 
“XXL” versions for the Fred 
Flintstones of the world — 400-
gram slabs of either cut cooked 
to order.

 Pork rivals the beef choices 
with a variety of steaks and 
schnitzel available, from “hot 
chili steak,” a spicy pork steak, 
to Parmesanschnitzel, a breaded 
and fried schnitzel, oven-baked 
and served with Bolognese sauce 
and cheese.

What I wanted is available 
only on Friday nights: the 
salmon steak in a Riesling-dill 
cream sauce, served with rice 
and vegetables. I opted for pork’s 
white meat cousin and ordered a 
turkey steak. It was tender, thick 
and basted in a garlicky mari-
nade. I chose the “potato chips” 
for a side. The thinly cut potato 
disks were a nice change from 
french fries.

I was perfectly satisfi ed, or at 
least I thought. But upon further 
review of the menu and after 
talking with  customers who 
came in after we ordered, I real-
ized I missed an opportunity to 
try something a bit more excit-
ing than plain ol’ turkey steak. 
The turkey steak Mediterranean 
— oven-baked white turkey meat 
with tomatoes and mozzarella 
cheese; the turkey goulash with 
spätzle noodles or penne pasta; 
and the homemade Pfälzer sau-
sage all sounded enticing.

Walter used his training in 
the meat department to make 
Weberstübchen “the butcher’s 
restaurant,” his nickname for 
the place he and Chris have 
transformed into a family-
friendly, cozy, meat- and beer-
lovers’ haven.

Though the food is Ger-
man, Americans will fi nd it as 
welcoming and comfortable as 
any family-style restaurant in 
the States. The menu is in Ger-
man and English, and Walter, 
who speaks English well, makes 
a point of getting to know his 
customers on a fi rst-name basis. 
His clientele, he said, is about 80 
percent American. 

Many customers are regulars. 
Weberstübchen’s “fan club” is 
up to 78 members, with 16 of 
those earning the proud status of 
giant German beer mug owners, 
courtesy of Walter.

Throughout the year, Weber-
stübchen has special events, such 
as a buffet with Santa Claus on 
the German St. Nikolaus holi-
day in December. On Sundays 
throughout  spring and sum-
mer, Weberstübchen will do an 
outdoor barbecue, Walter said. 

The grill is fi red up about noon, 
he said.

“My philosophy — I want 
people to have a nice time and 
enjoy the food and the rest comes 
by itself, I guess,” Walter said. 
“If they like it, they come back.”
svan.jennifer@stripes.com

After Hours: Germany

Address: Am Lanzenbusch 
3, 66877 Ramstein-Miesen-
bach, Germany. 

Hours: 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Tuesdays to Saturdays; 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Sundays; closed 
Mondays.

Prices: Appetizers start 
at 4.50 euros (about $6.20); 
salads from 9.50 euros to 14.50 
euros; entrees start at 7.50 

euros and go up to 24.50 euros .
Dress: Casual.
Clientele: Mostly Ameri-

cans, some Germans.
Menu: In German and 

English.
Information: Telephone: 

(+49) (0) 6371-8383370; email: 
info@weberstuebchen.com. 
On Facebook, Weberstübchen.

— Jennifer H. Svan

WEBERSTÜBCHEN

PHOTOS BY JENNIFER H. SVAN/Stars and Stripes

One of the signature dishes at Weberstübchen is a big slab of beef 
steak in special house gravy with mushrooms. 

Though meat dominates the menu at Weberstübchen, some lighter 
fare, such as this salad with tuna, onions and pasta, is also available.

BY SUSAN SELASKY

Detroit Free Press 

Do you know what it is 
to julienne? Can you 
chiffonade?
We won’t mince 

words:  These terms describe 
how  food should be cut. And 
the key to doing so correctly is 
using the right knife.

  There are lots of knives out 
there, many with niche uses. 
Home cooks will have a handful 
they’re likely to use most often. 
Here are fi ve knives every 
cook should have in the kitchen 
(prices will vary from $10 at a 
mass retailer to more than $100 
at specialty stores):

Serrated knife
This is best used for cutting 

breads and other baked goods 
like cakes. It has a long blade 
with a serrated edge. It also 
works like a charm for cutting 
fruits and vegetables that have 
a fi rm skin but a soft inside. 
The serrated edge cuts through 
the skin without harming the 
inside.

• Tips: Use it in a sawing 
motion; there’s no need to apply 
pressure.  

Chef’s knife
This is considered the most 

important, go-to and versatile 
knife to have in the kitchen. It 
comes in several lengths, but an 
8-inch is a good standard size 
to have. The blade is wide at the 
heel end (near the handle) and 
tapers to a point. A common 
style of chef’s knife for home 
use is the Santoku . The blade is 
usually shorter and has a row 
of grooves near the sharp edge. 
 Use a chef’s knife to chop, slice 
and dice just about anything.

• Tips: Place your thumb and 
forefi nger on the blade at the 
heel end for greatest control. 
Use the tip for delicate work, 
the center for general slicing 

and the heavier heel end for 
slicing foods that require more 
pressure such as  celery.

Slicer or carving knife
This knife is best used for 

cutting big pieces of meat like 
a roast or whole turkey. The 
blade is typically 8 to 10 inches 
long, but its width can vary. A 
wider blade allows you to slice 
the meat and then use it as a 
serving tool. The thinner the 
blade, the easier it is to get thin 
slices.

• Tip: Don’t use a sawing 
motion. Instead, place the tip on 
the food to be cut and draw the 
knife toward you using down-
ward pressure. 

Boning knife
It’s used for deboning chicken 

and meats, trimming pieces 
of meat and removing silver 
skin, sinew or pieces of fat. A 
boning knife has a thin blade 
about ½ inch to 1 inch wide and 
5 to 6 inches long. It narrows at 
the tip. The narrow tip is what 
makes it easier to get closer to 
the bone.
  • Tip: Keep practicing and you 
will debone a whole chicken in 
no time. The blade is fl exible, so 
grip the handle fi rmly, but you 
also can allow your index fi nger 
to rest on the side of the knife to 
guide it.

 Paring knife
Use this for small, intricate 

or detailed work, such as peel-
ing thin-skinned fruits and veg-
etables or trimming them. The 
blades are thin and short, about 
2 to 4 inches long.  Use a paring 
knife for anything you cut while 
holding it in the air or in your 
hand. That includes peeling, 
paring, coring and pitting or 
removing the tops of strawber-
ries, or any small slicing jobs.

• Tip: To peel fruit, slip the 
tip of the knife under the skin 
and peel in long strips. 

Cut time and effort
with the right knife

KATHLEEN GALLIGAN/Detroit Free Press

The fi ve knives every cook should have, from top: serrated, 
chef’s, carving, boning and paring. 
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BY MICHAEL ABRAMS

Stars and Stripes

A stroll through Jaffa is a walk from the 
present to the past and back again.

Incorporated into Tel Aviv in 1950, 
Jaffa is one of the oldest cities in Israel, 

indeed in the whole region.
Jaffa, or Yafo as it is called in Hebrew, is 

ancient. Mentioned in the Bible as Joppa, the city 
has been ruled by, under siege from or inhabited 
by Egyptians, Jews, 
Romans, Arabs, 
Crusaders, Turks, 
British and Israelis. 
Today, Jaffa is a mix 
of Jews, Muslims and 
Christians.

A good place to start a hike through Jaffa is at 
the Clock Tower, on a square at the foot of a hill 
that old Jaffa climbs. Built in the beginning of the 
20th century by Turkish sultan Abdul Hamid II, it 
has clock faces on all four sides.

Start walking up the hill along Yefet Street, take 
a right down any one of the lanes and get lost in 
the ancient city.

At the top of the hill is a large, green oasis in 
a sometimes-hot and dusty town — Jaffa Park.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 31

Israel’s Jaffa offers port-city views and a melting pot of cultures

EuropeWEEKEND: TRAVEL

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

A view of old Jaffa and its harbor. It was here that many Jews arrived in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, in what was then Palestine. Now incorporated 
into Tel Aviv, Jaffa is one of the oldest towns in the region.

Tourists explore one of old Jaffa’s many narrow staircase 
alleyways that lead from the old town to the port.

The Jaffa clock tower was built at the beginning of 
the 20th century during the reign of the Turkish 
sultan Abdul Hamid II and has a clock face on all 
four sides. It is a good place to start or end your 
exploration of the ancient city. Artsy graffi to adorns a metal door in Jaffa. 

Strolling through
antiquity

More photos of Jaffa’s 
ancient beauty at
stripes.com/go/jaffa
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• Jaffa’s fl ea market  is open 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays 
through Thursdays and 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Fridays; 
closed Saturdays.
• Dr. Shakshuka is at 3 Beit 
Eshel. Hours are 8 a.m. to 
midnight Sundays through 
Thursdays; 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Fridays; and until midnight 
on Saturday after Shabbat, 
or the Sabbath, which is 
around nightfall.

— Michael Abrams

KNOW & GO

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

Biblical scenes carved on Jaffa’s “Gate of Faith” draw picture-takers.

The catch of the day sits at a 
fi shmonger in Jaffa’s port.

FROM PAGE 30

Check out the Wishing Bridge 
that spans a crevice in the 
park and the Statue of Faith, a 
sculpture with scenes from the 
Bible carved on it. Here also is 
an archaeological excavation of 
Egyptian artifacts. A gate found 
here dates to the 13th century 
B.C., affi rming Jaffa’s antiquity. 

Also nearby, note the old Ot-
toman-era cannon pointing out 
to sea. From here, there is also 
a great view of modern Tel Aviv 
and the Mediterranean below.

The Antiquities Museum of Tel 
Aviv-Jaffa is also in the park and 
worth a visit if you have time.

Rising above you nearby is the 
Franciscan Church of St. Peter. 
This model was completed in 
1894, but many others stood here 
before it.

The Zodiac Fountain, as its 
name suggests, is a water-spout-
ing piece of art featuring the 
signs of the zodiac represented 
by comical fi gures.

From here, follow signs 
through narrow alleys, passing 
art galleries, jewelry shops and 
souvenir stores, to Jaffa’s port.

Now used mostly by pleasure 
and fi shing boats, it was here 
in the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries that Jewish settlers 
began arriving in what was then 
Palestine.

Today the port features cafes, 
bars, restaurants and shops, in-
cluding a fi shmonger where you 
can buy the catch of the day.  This 
is as good a place as any to enjoy 
 coffee or a drink. 

On a cliff above the port stands 
the Jaffa lighthouse, fi rst built in 
the 19th century and rebuilt in 
the fi rst half of the 20th century. 
It was used until 1966.

After enjoying the port, stroll 
along the seawall back toward 
town.

Looking out to sea, notice a 
group of rocks with one of them 
fl ying the Israeli fl ag. This is 
Andromeda’s Rock of Greek 
mythology fame, where Perseus 
saves a king’s daughter, Androm-
eda, from a sea monster.

Also take a look back up the 
hill where a minaret of the Sea 
Mosque and the steeple of the 
Franciscan Church of St. Peter 

share the Jaffa sky.
Back near your starting point, 

cross Yefet, head into the streets 
on that side of town and you will 
stumble across Shuk Hapish-
pishim, the Jaffa fl ea market. As 
the saying goes, one man’s junk 
is another’s treasure, and there 
might not be a place where it is 

truer than at this covered and 
open-air market.

Now if the sightseeing and 
shopping have made you hungry, 
stop at one of Jaffa’s popular 
eating locales, Dr. Shakshuka, 
and try the specialty with the 
same name. Here you can watch 

the cooks prepare shakshuka, 
poached eggs in a spicy tomato, 
onion and pepper sauce.

If the doctor is full, there are 
many other good places, from 
restaurants to holes in the wall, 
that offer delicious local food, 
like hummus, shwarma and 
falafel.
Abrams.mike@stripes.com
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THE PACIFIC EXPERIENCE
OFF BASE

PacificWEEKEND

RIDES AND FLOWERS:
Everland Resort Tulip 
Festival, South Korea
 This theme park in Yongin, Gyeong-
gi province, has more than 40 rides 
and attractions, a racing track and 
a safari — and through April 27, 
it will feature fl ourishing tulips. For 
more:   everland.com. 

The Japan Meteorological Agency predicts 
cherry blossom trees will begin blooming April 
24 in Aomori, Japan. For a forecast for Japan: 
tinyurl.com/jntosakura. For more events in 
Japan and South Korea: stripes.com/bloom

 • Share your pictures with us by emailing 
tibbetts.meredith@stripes.com. Photographs may 
be used in print and on the web. By submitting 
content, you are granting Stars and Stripes a 

non-exclusive license to use your content in its 
newspaper, in print or in digital format, or in 
any other commercial manner of its choosing. 
You further warrant that you own or control the 
copyrights to the content (text and/or image) 
you are submitting and that its re-publication 
by Stars and Stripes will not violate the 
intellectual property rights or privacy/publicity 
rights of any third party.  

CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVALS

SAND AND SEA: SAND AND SEA: 
Okinawa beachesOkinawa beaches
Many beaches in Okinawa have 
opening events this month. For a 
list: stripes.com/military-life
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PacificWEEKEND: TRAVEL

Looking for even more to do? For additional events, concerts and activities, go to stripes.com/military-life

Events are as accurate as possible at press time. Since 
times or event schedules can change, please verify 
events before attending.

Japan
• Register by April 21 at Halsey or Ranger gyms 
for an April 26 duathlon at Cinema 77 from Atsugi 
 Athletics.   ITT Tours  has a Mount Takao hike on April 
26 and an overnight Hiroshima tour   May 24 . 
•  Enjoy Ikego Paintball Paradise  with Yokosuka 

Single Sailor Liberty Program on April 19. See a 
sumo tournament and get brunch at the New Sanno 
on May 18 with Yokosuka Tours . 
•  Sign up by April 15 for a scuba diving PADI 
open-water certifi cation course during May with 
Camp Zama Outdoor Recreation Center and 
Leisure Travel Service  .

Okinawa
Visit battle sites May 2 and 29 or see whales and 

Naha on May 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23 & 29 with 
Camp Foster Tours. 

• See comic Sinbad at Rockers NCO Club at 
8 p.m. April 27 at Kadena. For more: tinyurl.
com/kwty8hh.   Have lunch at Thai in the Sky with 
Kadena   ITT on April 16. ITT also has a  class Cook-
ing 101: Okinawa Soba on April  22 .

   To see your events here: SSPEDTlibrary@stripes.
com.

SEE THIS: Japanese history
at 56th Kamakura Festival
This event takes place in Kamakura, Kanagawa 
prefecture, about an hour south of Tokyo. 
Kamakura was Japan’s capital from 1192-
1333, and The Great Buddha of Kamakura, 
left, is located here. The festival has  a samurai 
procession on Wakamiya Oji Street 11 a.m. April 
13, open-air tea ceremonies 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
April 13 and 16, a Shizuka-no Mai dance at the 
Tsurugaoka Hachimangu Shrine 3 p.m. April 13 
and Yabusame horseback archery 1 p.m. April 
20. For more: tinyurl.com/lbcw6vb.  
 Stars and Stripes  

Japan
• Atsugi MWR is holding an 
Easter Eggstravaganza 10 a.m. 
to noon April 19. It will be at 
Ranger Park or, if it’s raining, 
Ranger Gym.   
• Yokosuka Single Sailor 
Liberty Program has an Easter 
dinner at 4:30 p.m. April 20. 
Yokosuka Tours has a trip to Edo 
Tokyo Museum and New Sanno 
Hotel’s Easter brunch on  April 
20. 
• Enjoy an Easter buffet on April 
20 at Yokota Air Base Enlisted 
Club.  Tama Hills Recreation area 
is holding a festival 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. April 20, with an Easter 
egg hunt at 12:30 p.m.

EASTER 
EVENTS

OFF BASE

MCT
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Gallery documents U.S. military presence on Okinawa
Connecting cultures

DIRECTIONS
From Kadena Air Base, 
take the Gate 2 Street 
and turn left at a covered 
shopping alley, two streets 
before reaching the Goya 
Intersection. Follow the 
alley until the roof cover 
ends and continue; the Oki-
nawa Gallery of Culture and 
History, Histreet, is on the 
left side of the street.

TIMES
Open 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
(closed noon-1 p.m.) 
Tuesday through Saturday. 
Closed Mondays, Japa-
nese holidays and Dec. 28 
through Jan. 3.

COSTS
Admission is free. 

FOOD
There are a number of 
small restaurants on the 
street, as well as in the adja-
cent Park Avenue shopping 
area.

INFORMATION
Website (in Japanese) 
city.okinawa.okinawa.
jp/site/view/cateview.
jsp?cateid=153. Phone: 098-
929-2922.

— Chiyomi Sumida

ON THE QT

PacificWEEKEND: QUICK TRIPS

BY CHIYOMI SUMIDA

Stars and Stripes

A history gallery in  
Okinawa City  connects 
visitors with Ameri-
can servicemembers 

who once lived on the island and 
underwent the diffi cult times of 
post-World War II and the  Viet-
nam War.

The Okinawa Gallery of 
Culture and History stands  in 
a quiet back street of the city’s 
shopping alleys outside Kadena 
Air Base’s Gate 2. Items on dis-
play include historic documents, 
rare photographs, daily neces-
sities, children’s toys and many 
other  reminders of those eras.

Okinawa City, formerly called 
Koza, emerged shortly after 
the Battle of Okinawa ended. It 
rapidly grew and prospered as 
the neighboring air base was ex-
panded and  military operations 
on the island were increased 
as the war in Vietnam intensi-
fi ed. More than any other towns 
on the island ,  Koza’s history is 
deeply integrated with that mili-
tary presence . 

The exhibition rooms are in 
two  buildings located near  each 
other, Histreet and Histreet II. 

At the original gallery,  visitors 
are greeted by a framed docu-
ment of Japan’s surrender of 
the Nansei islands, including 
Okinawa and the Amami, to the 
United States on Sept. 7, 1945. 
Panels of photographs show a 
signing ceremony that took place 
on what is now Kadena Air Base.

Behind a segment of barbed-
wire fence, a common piece of 
scenery in the city, sits a church 
organ that once  lifted the hearts 
of many children in a refugee 
camp on the war-torn island. 

Toward the end corner of the 
gallery is a replica of a typical 
downtown bar frequented by 

U.S. servicemembers about half 
a century ago. Besides a col-
lection of empty liquor and soft 
drink bottles, the bar contains 
one-dollar notes thumbtacked 
to the wall behind the counter, 
a popular practice at watering 
holes in those days. The bills 
bear scrawled messages and 
signatures of servicemembers  
apparently ready to be deployed 
to Vietnam.

A man from Sharon, Pa., wrote 
“Tom luvs Merissa forever.”

Above it, Lance Cpl. Gonzales 
demonstrated his Latino  pride  
saying “This is for La Raza.” 
Others  affi rmed their friend-
ship by writing their names on a 
 greenback. 

In the back of the bar is a cor-
ner that displays photographs of 
two major events that shook the 
island in the early ’70s. 

The Koza riot that occurred 
in December 1970 was a violent 
protest against the military’s 
occupation of the island. About 
5,000 residents joined in the riot, 
in which nearly 80 American-
owned vehicles parked along 
a street near the air base were 
overturned and set afi re. 

Operation Red Hat was a code 
name for a U.S. military mission 
in 1971 to transfer lethal gas  
from Okinawa to Johnston Atoll 
in the Pacifi c, causing the evacu-
ation of about 5,000 residents 
who lived near the roads where 
shipping trailers passed through. 

Aside from the social and 
political upheaval, people  con-
tinued to work toward a normal 
life,  using scrap materials from 
military bases to create house-
hold items. A  curved pot with a 
handle was made out of a frag-
ment of an airplane. An empty 
Coke bottle was cut in half,  the 
bottom used as a glass and the 
top as part of a wind chime.

At  the second gallery, one of 
the newly added 
display items is 
military curren-
cy donated by an 
American who 
served on Oki-
nawa in the early 
’50’s, when  mili-
tary members 
had to exchange 
their dollars with 
 notes issued by 
the military for 
use off base. 

A visit to this 
little history 
museum is like 
visiting Oki-
nawa in the ’50s 
through the ’70s, 
and a walk in 
footsteps left 
by U.S. service-
members who 
came through 
those turbulent 
times.
sumida.chiyomi@
stripes.com 

PHOTOS BY CHIYOMI SUMIDA/Stars and Stripes

Asaka Sone, a staffer at the Okinawa Gallery of Culture and History, 
Histreet and Histreet II, shows a pot made of a scrap duralumin. 
The lightweight, strong metal came in handy to people who lost 
everything in World War II.

A license  indicating that U.S. military personnel 
were allowed to frequent an Okinawan 
establishment was vital to local businesses.

In post-World War II Okinawa, Americans had to exchange their 
dollars for military issued notes like these to use off base.

Before being deployed to 
Vietnam, U.S. servicemembers 
wrote on dollar bills that were 
posted in Okinawan bars. 
Histreet displays many samples.

Items on display at the history gallery are relics from the days when 
both Americans and Okinawans experienced hardship.
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BY ERIC GUZMAN

Stars and Stripes

Finding a good Italian 
restaurant in Tokyo is 
no small task. Chain res-
taurants like Saizeriya 

pepper the city, and local inter-
pretations of Italian cuisine leave 
much to be desired, as they’re 
usually little more than dine-
and-dash spaghetti parlors. 

Then you have Napolimania. 
Located 10 minutes of walking 
distance from Shibuya between 
Shibuya and Omotesando sta-
tions, Napolimania is as authen-
tic an Italian restaurant as you’ll 
fi nd in Tokyo, run by a pair of 
Italians who are very, very pas-
sionate about making the dining 
experience one to remember.

The food menu offers some-
thing for everyone, with chicken, 
seafood, pork and vegetarian 
options available all day, along 
with the pizzas the eatery is 
known for.

The restaurant seats close to 
20, but there is a second loca-
tion within walking distance to 
accommodate larger parties and 
overfl ow.

Appetizers at Napolimania are 
a treat. The pumpkin and pepper 

spread and the mozzarella and 
tomato dish options contain some 
of the freshest produce the city 
has to offer.

The potato-based gnocchi gor-
gonzola e nochi primi is surpris-
ingly fl avorful; the gnocchi, both 
fl uffy and light on the tongue, 
seems to melt in your mouth and 
blend in with the hearty cheeses 
before you get the chance to 
chew, while the crumbled wal-
nuts sprinkled throughout add a 
much-appreciated crunch to the 
dish.

The wine menu is a mile long, 
and the ever-friendly waitstaff, 
who are fl uent in English, Japa-
nese and Italian, are ready and 
eager to help you pair your meals 

with the perfect palliative upon 
request.

Menu items run anywhere 
from 1,000 yen to 2,600 yen, 
making this location a perfect 
spot for a great dinner that won’t 
break the bank when the tab 
comes.

Napolimania is open from 11 
a.m.-2:30 p.m., then it closes for 
three hours to change menus 
and prepare dinner options. It 
reopens at 5:30 p.m., and closes 
for the night at 10:30. 
guzman.eric@stripes.com

After Hours: Japan

South Koreans crave
stinky fermented fish

Address: 2-7-13
Telephone: 03 3499 4466
Hours: 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m., 
5:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m. daily.
Access: A 10-minute walk 
from exit B1 Tokyo Metro; 
also a 10-minute walk from 
Shibuya Ekimiya Masuzaka 
exit.
Web: Napolimania.co.jp.

NAPOLIMANIA

PacificWEEKEND: FOOD & DINING

Fresh produce stars in 
Napolimania’s appetizers such 
as mozzarella and tomatoes.

PHOTOS BY ERIC GUZMAN/Stars and Stripes

Located a 10-minute walk from Shibuya station 
in Tokyo, Napolimania offers some of Tokyo’s 
best Italian food at a great price. The pizza, 
shown above, is perfect for two guests who 
want to split a pie.

BY FOSTER KLUG

The Associated Press

The aroma of one of 
South Korea’s most 
popular delicacies is 
regularly compared 

to rotting garbage and fi lthy 
bathrooms. And that’s by 
fans.

The unusual dish is typi-
cally made by taking dozens 
of fresh skate, a cartilage-rich 
fi sh that looks like a stingray, 
stacking them up in a walk-in 
refrigerator and waiting. Up 
to a month in some cases.

“You know when it’s 
done by the smell,” said 
Kang Han-joo, co-owner of 
a seafood store in the  fi sh 
market of Mokpo, a port 
city on the southwestern tip 
of the Korean Peninsula, a 
region that’s considered the 
food’s spiritual home. As 
Kang spoke, he sliced small, 
stinking, glistening dark-pink 
fi sh steaks with a large knife 
and laid them in plastic foam 
boxes for shipment to custom-
ers around South Korea.

The smell of the fi sh, 
called hongeo in Korean and 
usually eaten uncooked, is 
unmistakable . A profound, 
pungent stink of ammonia 
radiates from  it. First-timers 
often squeeze their eyes shut 
as they chew. Tears stream 
down their cheeks. The throat 
constricts when swallowing.

 Americans are still getting 
used to gentler fermented 
Asian foods — spicy Korean 
kimchi and Japanese miso, 
for example — yet many 
South Koreans claim a love, 
an addiction even, for this ex-
treme form of fermentation. 
Restaurants specializing in 
the fi sh can be found through-
out the country.  

“Some people start to crave 
it as soon as they smell the 
ammonia,” said Shin Jin-
woo, a seafood store worker 
in Mokpo. “There’s no need 
to advertise how intense the 
smell is. Everyone already 
knows.”

 Shops in Mokpo ferment 
the fi sh and ship the results to 
restaurants and hongeo fans 
around South Korea.

The vast majority of the more 
than 11,000 tons of hongeo con-
sumed in the country comes not 
from South Korean-caught fi sh 
but from cheaper frozen imports. 
Shop owners thaw and clean the 

imported 
fi sh, which 
can cost 
up to fi ve 
times less 
than the 
local ver-
sion, and 
place it 
in refrig-
erators to 
ferment.

Hongeo   
emerged 
in the days 
before 
refrigera-
tion, when 

food that could keep for a long 
time without rotting was prized. 
Someone  discovered that skate 
didn’t spoil as easily as other fi sh,  
and a dish was born.

 Learning to love, or at least 
tolerate, what many consider the 
smelliest fi sh in Asia takes perse-
verance. Fans commonly say that
if you try it four times, you’ll be 
hooked. Nonfans might be mysti-
fi ed by how anyone could meet 
that threshold.

“It’s a freaking punch in the 
face,” said Joe McPherson, the 
founder of ZenKimchi, a Korean 
food blog, and an eventual devo-
tee of the fi sh. “Like everyone 
else, I gagged the fi rst time.” 

AP

Skate, called “hongeo” in Korea, 
looks like a stingray. After 
many days of fermentation, its  
ammonia smell is unmistakable.

‘ There’s no 
need to
advertise 
how intense 
the smell is.
Everyone 
already 
knows. ’

Shin Jinwoo
Mokpo seafood 

store worker
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NEW ALBUMS

Above: Roger Daltrey, left, lead singer of The Who, teams up with former Dr. Feelgood guitarist 
Wilko Johnson, who has been enjoying a bittersweet resurgence since a terminal cancer diagnosis.

Courtesy of Universal Music Group

BY JILL LAWLESS

The Associated Press

Wilko Johnson, former guitarist of 
rabble-rousing 1970s British rock-
ers Dr. Feelgood, is enjoying a bit-
tersweet late-career surge.

Johnson’s jagged playing and menacing stare 
helped give Dr. Feelgood’s bluesy rock an infec-
tious, raucous energy. The band was briefly a 
sensation and foreshadowed punk’s anarchic 
spirit.

Then the group imploded and Johnson spent 
years as a cult hero, cherished by a tight coterie 
of fans.

Last year Johnson was diagnosed with incur-
able pancreatic cancer; vowing to rock until the 
end, he set out on a farewell tour.

And finally the world is taking notice. There 
have been sold-out shows, a slot at this summer’s 
Glastonbury Festival and now an album with 
Roger Daltrey, lead singer of The Who.

Inspired by a shared love of early British 
rockers like Johnny Kidd and the Pirates, 
“Going Back Home” is deliberately rough-edged 
and retro — even the label, Chess Records, is a 

heritage brand resurrected for the release.
Recorded in a week with producer Dave 

Eringa and Johnson’s touring band, its 11 tracks 
include 10 Johnson compositions, from the Feel-
good days through his solo career.

The title track sets the tone of robust, rock-
ing R&B. Daltrey growls lustily over Johnson’s 
choppy riffs and it’s spiced with lashings of dirty 
harmonica from Steve Weston and galumphing 
piano from ex-Style Council keyboardist Mick 
Talbot.

Songs like “Keep it Out of Sight” and “All 
Through the City” have a swaggering energy 
and raw yearning. “Some Kind of Hero” is a 
meaty slice of the blues on the evergreen topic 
of a cheatin’ woman, but the lyrical bravado is 
laced with British self-deprecation: “I wish I 
was some kind of hero.”

The album’s rough-hewn quality is less of an 
asset on a ballad like “Turned 21” or a cover of 
Bob Dylan’s “Can You Please Crawl Out Your 
Window.”

“Going Back Home” is not going to win 
awards for innovation, but it’s feisty fun and a 
rousing testament to a distinctive figure in Brit-
ish rock history.

ROCKING 
TO THE END
Daltrey helps another distinctive British rocker go out in style

Jason Eady
Daylight and Dark (Thirty Tigers)

On the best country album 
of the year so far, the alcohol 
begins flowing right away, and, 
fittingly, it’s the hard stuff. Jason 
Eady starts “Daylight and Dark” 
with the terrific barroom honky-
tonker “OK Whiskey.”  That’s 
followed shortly by “Temptation” 
and then a really killer drinking 
song, “One, Two ... Many.”

That concludes the portion 
of the track listing headed 
“Causes.” What follows are 
“Consequences,” and Eady’s take 
on them is as unsparing as the 
music is uncompromising, hard-
core country. In other words, this 
isn’t a Luke Bryan record.  

The “Recovery” portion 
doesn’t sound much cheerier. 
 The bonus track, “A Memory 
Now,” concludes things on a 
brighter note, framing the biting 
lyrical kiss-off in a jaunty two-
step with guest vocalists Hayes 
Carll and Evan Felker.

— Nick Cristiano
The Philadelphia Inquirer

Jo Dee Messina
Me (Dreambound/Entertainment One)

Jo Dee Messina opens her new 
album, “Me,” with a song title 
that declares she’s “Not Dead 
Yet.” The veteran country singer 
proved it when fans rallied be-
hind her Kickstarter campaign, 
helping her raise more than 
$100,000 to record the album.

Messina’s declaration that 
she’s still alive and well comes 
across clearly on this playfully 
vibrant album. “Me” repeatedly 
speaks of second stages in life 
— and, by proxy, in careers, too. 
Messina, 43, continually address-
es the value of experience in her 
songs, as well as in co-writing 
seven songs and in co-producing 
the album with Julian King. 

The ballads slow things down 
in tempo and quality. But when-
ever the beat kicks in, so does 
Messina’s entertaining style. 
“Me” proves that Messina’s fans 
are right to think she still has 
plenty to offer.

— Michael McCall
The Associated Press

Benmont Tench
You Should Be So Lucky (Blue Note)

A charter member of Tom 
Petty and the Heartbreakers, 
keyboardist Benmont Tench is 
also an in-demand session player, 
someone widely respected as 
a musician’s musician. So it’s 
no surprise that the 60-year-
old’s solo debut features a lot 
of friends — Petty, Don Was, 
Ringo Starr, Ryan Adams, the 
duo of Gillian Welch and David 
Rawlings, and, behind the board, 
storied producer Glyn Johns.

Like the sideman extraordi-
naire himself, these accompa-
nists (and others) don’t draw 
attention to themselves but 
instead help create a work that 
is unmistakably Benmont Tench 
— warm, organic, mostly laid-
back and never flashy. 

Two diverse instrumentals 
highlight Tench’s range: the 
languidly moody, string-accented 
“Ecor Rouge” and the Professor 
Longhair-inspired “Wobbles.” 

— Nick Cristiano
The Philadelphia Inquirer

Tokyo Police Club
 Forcefi eld (Mom + Pop)

Tokyo Police Club’s first 
release, the 2006 EP “A Lesson 
in Crime,” consisted of seven 
Strokes-like songs totaling 
about 16 minutes. “Argentina 
(Parts I, II, III),” the first track 
on “Forcefield,” the Canadian 
band’s third album, is more than 
half that length. It opens with 
a propulsive burst of electric 
guitars, but it strives to be a 
big, layered anthem. The rest 
of the songs, hovering around 
three minutes, concentrate on 
high-gloss, overstuffed pop-rock. 
“Forcefield” is catchier and more 
energetic than 2010’s “Champ,” 
 but producers Doug Boehm 
(Dr. Dog) and TPC bassist and 
vocalist David Monks seem as 
if they could not resist tweaking 
everything with Auto-Tune, key-
board filigrees, digital reverb, 
and compression. Even on the 
power-pop tracks, the result is 
often airless and exhausting.

— Steve Klinge
The Philadelphia Inquirer
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‘GBYBR’: 
The next 
generation

How’s this for your 67th 
birthday?

Elton John celebrated his 
with the release of the 40th- 
anniversary edition of his classic 
album “Goodbye Yellow Brick 
Road.” The new four-disc 
edition features covers of John 
hits including “Bennie and the 
Jets” by R&B star Miguel and 
“Candle in the Wind” from 
singer-songwriter Ed Sheeran.

Contemporary country acts 
Zac Brown Band and Hunter 
Hayes, Irish musician Imelda 
May and singer John Grant are 
also featured. But here’s the 
yellow brick road for Sheeran, 
Fall Out Boy, Emeli Sande 
and the Band Perry, who talk 
about tackling songs from one 
of music’s most celebrated 
singers.
— Mesfin Fekadu
The Associated Press

Fall Out Boy
“Saturday Night’s Alright 
(For Fighting)”

When Elton John asked 
Fall Out Boy to appear on the 
rerelease of “Goodbye Yellow 
Brick Road,” Patrick Stump 
had a request: appear on FOB’s 
album.

John did.
“I’m like, ‘Sure, I would love 

to record for him, but does he 
want to record for us?’ And he 
said yes, which kind of blew 
my mind,” the bandleader said. 
“And I was kind of bluffing.”

The English musician ap-
pears on the title track of FOB’s 
“Save Rock and Roll.” The rock 
band returned the favor with a 
cover of “Saturday Night’s Al-
right (For Fighting)” — although 
that wasn’t their initial pick of 
John classics.

“My favorite track on that 
album without question is 
‘Bennie and the Jets.’ At the 
time when we were asked, they 
hadn’t really solidified pretty 
much anyone, except 
Miguel had already 
done that track, 
so I was like, 
‘Ugh,’ ” Stump 
recalled. “But 
I heard it and 
it’s amazing. 
Miguel killed it, 
so I’m happy to 
relinquish it to 
him.”

The Band Perry
“Grey Seal”

The Band Perry is really a 
family affair.

The sibling trio, who cover 
Elton John’s “Grey Seal,” said 
their parents introduced them 
to the piano-playing veteran.

“Our parents are kind of like 
our very first radio,” Kimberly 
Perry said. “They had a mas-
sive vinyl collection, and our 
parents were both big fans of 
Elton John.”

The Band Perry brought their 
country flavor to their version of 
the John jam, adding a banjo 
throughout as a tip of “our hats 
to our country roots,” Perry 
said.

The group, which also 
includes brothers Neil and Reid, 
said covering the dramatic song 
made them feel like actors in a 
movie.

“We really tried to get in 
Elton’s head a little bit,” she 
said. “The lyrics of ‘Grey Seal’ 
are extremely eclectic ... it’s 
something of a legend, but 
apparently Elton and Bernie 
(Taupin) were inspired by a high 
school teacher.”

Perry said they are grateful 
for the opportunity.

“He actually called Neil on 
his cellphone to say ‘thank you’ 
and was just appreciative. And 
we’re like, ‘We’re the apprecia-
tive ones. You’re a hero,’ ” she 
said.

Ed Sheeran
“Candle In the Wind”

Ed Sheeran knew responsibil-
ity came with covering “Candle 
in the Wind,” which the pop 
icon wrote in honor of Mari-
lyn Monroe, and years later, 
rewrote in tribute to Princess 
Diana.

“That’s when I got a little bit 
hesitant, but only for a second 
because that song holds so 
much meaning to England and 
Britain and the world after the 
Diana thing,” the English singer 
said. “I didn’t really know how 
I was going to tackle that and 
cover that because obviously 
you don’t want to outdo that 
song.”

Sheeran, 23, said he decided 
to “capture the heart of it and 
just do it” instead of trying to 
achieve perfection.

His version is softer, with a 
singer-songwriter vibe. Sheeran, 
who has written for One Direc-
tion and with Taylor Swift, 

among others, said watching 
John’s prolific career has 

helped guide him.
“Consistency is 

key,” the Gram-
my-nominated 
performer said. 
“Almost be 
careful what 
you put out 
there and make 

it the best you 
can do.”

Emeli Sande
“All the Girls Love Alice”

Scottish-born Emeli Sande 
says remaking “All the Girls 
Love Alice” helped her become 
a better songwriter and influ-
enced how she’s approaching 
songs that will appear on her 
anticipated sophomore album.

“When you take on a classic 
song, you’re forced to bring it 
down and try to look at why is 
it classic, why is it something 
that’s stood the test of time, so it 
was definitely inspiring for me,” 
she said. “It has inspired me to 
pay attention and to really set 
the bar quite highly for what’s a 
good song, what’s a bad song.”

Sande said she appreciated 
John reaching out to her via 
email and, like John, she’s hop-
ing to fill a void in pop music.

“I felt like that art in storytell-
ing isn’t really in pop anymore, 
and I miss it,” she said. “It was 
nice to have something to get 
your teeth into and be able to 
break down like that.”

Sande, 27, whose “Our 
Version of Events” was 

the No. 1 album 
of 2012 in the 
U.K., said 
she chose to 
record “Alice” 
because it 
was “musically 
interesting and 
lyrically differ-

ent.” She also 
said she wanted 

to impress John. 

The road goes on forever
On latest reissue, John’s best album sounds better than ever

Elton John
Goodbye Yellow Brick Road 
40th Anniversary Super Deluxe Edition 
(Universal Music Enterprises)

Right:
Ed Sheeran 

Far right: 
Emeli Sande

BY STEVEN WINE

The Associated Press

It’s time to dig yet again into the 
Elton John archives. Ten years 
have passed since the release of 
the “Goodbye Yellow Brick Road 

30th Anniversary Deluxe Edition.”
Happily, the four-CD, one-DVD set 

to commemorate the album’s 40th 
anniversary is more than mere record 
label recycling. Included are a CD of 
“GBYBR” songs covered by contem-
porary artists, two discs of a 1973 
concert with John and his band in top 
form, a handsome 100-page hardcover 
book and a DVD of a long-out-of-print 
1973 documentary by the British film-
maker Bryan Forbes.

The artists performing the covers 
are younger than the original album, 
a testament to its durability. Best 
is English singer Ed Sheeran, who 
transforms “Candle In the Wind” into 
strummy folk, and Irish musician 
Imelda May, who applies rockabilly 
zeal to “Your Sister Can’t Twist (But 
She Can Rock ’n Roll).” Alas, Fall Out 
Boy reduces “Saturday Night’s Al-
right (For Fighting)” into a pep rally, 
and an R&B/rap remake of “Bennie 
and the Jets” by Grammy winner 
Miguel and Wale never takes off.

John’s original album has been 
remastered yet again and sounds 

better than ever. The loud-to-soft 
contrasts are remarkable for a pop 
record, rewarding owners of qual-
ity headphones or loudspeakers. Dee 
Murray’s underrated bass work, Nigel 
Olsson’s angelic high harmonies and 
Davey Johnstone’s seven guitar parts 
on “Saturday Night” can be appreci-
ated as never before.

Like the dynamic range, the range 
of material remains impressive. A 
musical sponge from childhood, 

John was at his prolific peak 
when the two-disc LP, 17-song 
set was written and recorded 
in a span of just two weeks. 
Bernie Taupin’s cinematic 
lyrics become Technicolor 
tunes, and “GBYBR” is 
an unsurpassed distilla-
tion of rock’s golden 
era spanning both 
sides of the Atlan-
tic. John draws on 
the Beatles and the Stones, 
the Beach Boys and the Band, Bob 
Marley, “Soul Train,” Jerry Lee 
Lewis and Liberace, and makes it all 
his own. It helps that he’s in the best 
voice of his career.

The lyrics are surprisingly dark, 
given the sunny melodies, and by the 
end of what used to be Side 3 we have 
a dead bootlegger, a dead lesbian and 
a dead Marilyn Monroe. The album 
is a funeral for one friend after 
another, and much more. It’s elec-
tric music, solid walls of sound, 
cocky, campy, lovely, naughty, 
silly and, 40 years later, 
still fun. Comic book 
characters never grow 
old. Can’t wait for the 
“50th Anniversary 
Super Duper De-
luxe Edition.” Courtesy of Universal Music Group
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 BY BARRY SCHWARTZ

Special to The Washington Post

With the  fourth 
season of HBO’s 
“Game of Thrones” 
underway, the 

power dynamics have once 
again started to shift. Make no 
mistake, my ladies and lords, 
war is coming to Westeros.

A savage internecine struggle 
is being fought between two 
rival factions: dorks who watch 
“Game of Thrones” and dorks 
who read “A Song of Ice and 
Fire,” George R.R. Martin’s 
as-yet-unfi nished fantasy saga 
upon which the HBO series is 
based. Whatever peaceful over-
lap may still exist between the 
two camps, well, that is almost 
assuredly going to end.

In this battle for dominion of 
the realm, no segment of the au-
dience wields more power than 
those who have read the books. 
Because if you read the books, 
you know that ...

[SPOILER ALERT!]
Gotcha! See? We could spoil 

everything for you. We simply 
choose not to. Every day you 
don’t know what happens to 
Arya is a day we’ve given you 
solely out of our benevolent 
mercy.

Can you comprehend the 
restraint this requires? It’s so 
much harder to not spoil it for 
you than it is for you to avoid 
spoilers. The way you search 
our faces, secretly hoping we’ll 
betray our better nature and 
reveal what’s going to happen 
with a smirk.

“Are they all going to die?” 
you ask, and we think to our-
selves, “Well, it is called ‘The 
Red Wedding,’ so ...” but all we 
offer you is an expressionless 
shrug.

Because snitches get stitches 
— but spoilers? There’s a spe-
cial black cell beneath the Red 
Keep for them, and that’s the 
unspoken, unwritten agreement 
book readers and viewers have 
shared these past three sea-
sons: You guys get to enjoy your 
little show and we get to take 
perverse pleasure in watching 
you cry. It’s adorable, really. 
You haven’t even met any of the 
main characters yet.

J. Daniel Ford, 33, is a po-
litical strategist living in Los 
Angeles. He’s been reading 
(and re-reading) “A Song of Ice 
and Fire” since 1996. He’s a 
true Maester. You can check his 
credentials.

“I have fi rst-edition hardcov-
ers of every book,” Ford says. “I 
picked up the fi rst book the day 
it came out in paperback. I hap-
pened to be working at a book 
store. I was stocking shelves 
when I decided to read it and 
fell in love. I was 15 years old.”

You must be a remarkably 
patient person.

“I wouldn’t say I’ve been 
patient. It’s been driving me 
insane! I’ve invested more than 
half my life to this story. My 
only real desire is for it to be 
fi nished before I’m 40.”

Ford says he’s a fan of “Game 
of Thrones.” According to Ford, 
the best part is watching the 
show with people who haven’t 

read the books.
“I hate spoilers for myself,” 

says Ford, “so when people egg 
me for information, I don’t give 
it to them.”

How benevolently merciful 
of you.

“Some people I watched 
the Red Wedding with might 
disagree.”

Still, with only fi ve of the 
saga’s planned seven books 
completed, it’s become increas-
ingly apparent that HBO’s 
production speed is threatening 
to surpass Martin’s notoriously 
unhurried writing process. The 
coming season will even drama-
tize events found in the most 
recently published volume, “A 
Dance with Dragons.”

In this month’s issue of Van-
ity Fair, when asked if the show 
is catching up to the books, 
Martin responded, “They are. 

Yes. It’s alarming.” Dark wings, 
dark words.

Earlier this month, with 
promotion intensifying for 
the premiere, a cryptic post 
promising future surprises 
on Martin’s website ignited 
rampant speculation that a 
release date announcement for 
the saga’s forthcoming sixth 
volume, “The Winds of Winter,” 
was imminent. Martin collabo-
rator Elio Garcia would later 
quell these rumors, confi rming 
that “the book is not yet done, 
and no fi rm release date can be 
given until that time.” A sample 
chapter was released last week, 
though Martin again offered 
little encouragement a complete 
next installment will be arriv-
ing soon.

Ideally, Martin will com-
plete the fi nal two books of the 
saga in a timely manner, but 

to paraphrase Benjen Stark, 
nothing someone says after the 
word “ideally” really counts. 
We stand on the precipice of 
doom. Like, Doom-of-Valyria-
doom. Martin’s detailed plan to 
prevent the show from catching 
up to the source material is nei-
ther detailed nor a plan. If “The 
Winds of Winter” has no release 
date in sight and its supposed 
fi nal volume, “A Dream of 
Spring,” remains only a gleam 
in his eye, devoted fans from 
both ends of Martin’s universe 
face the distinct possibility that 
HBO might fi nish his story for 
him.

For an adaptation to outpace 
its source material in me-
dias res is a truly postmodern 
conundrum. It feels unprec-
edented, doesn’t it? Could 
devoted readers ultimately be 
the ones who face spoiling? And 

by people who only watch the 
show?

“Game of Thrones” executive 
producers David Benioff and 
Dan Weiss have confi rmed a 
recent visit to Martin’s home in 
New Mexico to lay the ground-
work for future seasons, includ-
ing the fi nal season of the show.

So basically, they know how 
it ends. So basically, all the 
spoilers. So basically, this has 
all been an elaborate scheme by 
two book readers hell-bent on 
spoiling everything for them-
selves even if it means spoiling 
it for everyone.

Michael Craft, 27, is an 
independent game developer 
from Shawnee, Okla. He’s been 
reading “A Song of Ice and 
Fire” since 2002, when he was a 
sophomore in high school.

“If the ending of a series I’ve 
been reading for over a decade 
gets spoiled before I crack that 
fi nal page and read the words 
myself, that would be a really 
big bummer,” Craft says. “Hon-
estly, if and when it happens, I 
will have to just go on a media 
blackout. I will have to remain 
vigilant against spoilers and sol-
dier on waiting for those books. 
I just can’t learn the ending 
from a TV show. I just can’t.”

Save for some minor com-
plaints, readers have generally 
agreed that “Game of Thrones” 
renders “A Song of Ice and 
Fire” beautifully, offering as 
faithful an interpretation as 
one could hope for given the 
immense challenges presented 
by its source material. The 
next few years, however, could 
present a much different nar-
rative, one not unlike the story 
itself, with Benioff and Weiss 
as usurpers to the throne and 
Martin as the cuckolded, exiled 
beggar king.

“I have a lot of faith in George 
R.R. Martin,” Ford says. “I fi nd 
it very hard to believe he would 
allow himself to be backed into 
this type of corner. They need 
to use the books to push the 
show and the show to push the 
books. Regardless of how we get 
it, what matters to me is that it’s 
consistently his vision.”

And that’s why we can’t allow 
this to happen. For when the au-
dience is divided against itself 
— readers against watchers, 
watchers against readers — and 
when “A Song of Ice and Fire” 
becomes the novelization of 
HBO’s “Game of Thrones,” the 
realm will bleed.

Perhaps the fault lies with 
Martin for licensing his cre-
ative property and revealing his 
endgame to producers. Still, you 
can’t help but feel sorry for him. 
The tale grew in the telling, as 
they say. That its conclusion 
could be determined by fan-fi c-
tion feels like injustice.

I will answer injustice with 
justice, for George R.R. Martin 
and the Danny Fords and Mi-
chael Crafts of the world. Today, 
on the Isle of Faces in sight of 
the Green Men, we sign here 
a pact between readers and 
watchers. We haven’t spoiled 
anything for you; don’t let them 
spoil anything for us.

Or winter is coming for us all.

WEEKEND: BOOKS

‘Game of Thrones’ pits 
readers against viewers

With the fourth season of the HBO series “Game of Thrones” underway, fans of George R.R. 
Martin’s “A Song of Ice and Fire” collection of fantasy novels, on which the show is based, worry 

that the power dynamics have started to shift, that the show is catching up to the books. 

Photos courtesy of HBO



F3HIJKLM         PAGE 39• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •Friday, April 11, 2014

 “The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug” : 
Bilbo Baggins continues his journey with 
the wizard Gandalf and 13 dwarves. The 
fi lm is an exercise in excess. If one long, 
lingering shot of dwarves and a hobbit 
making their way across the rolling vistas of 
Middle-earth is good, 50 is grand. If a battle 
with a dozen giant spiders is creepy fun 
entertainment, then a dozen dozen spiders is 
grandiose. There’s not a single shot, line of 
dialogue or special effect that doesn’t show 
signs of director Peter Jackson’s unbridled 
style of fi lmmaking. Jackson stages each 
of these major encounters with a bold and 
broad canvas. The forests are a lumbered 
maze that provides many dark and sinister 
hiding places for spiders and elves. Then 
the action moves to the fi lm’s most heart-
stopping encounter as the heroes escape 
from the elves and orcs using wooden 
barrels to travel down a fast-moving river.

“August: Osage County” : An emotionally 
brutal look at one of the most dysfunctional 
families on fi lm in years. It is a powerful 
and engaging story that shows the fl aws that 
make families so interesting. It features 
solid direction by John Wells, a tough task 
considering the kind of collection of stars 
you normally only see gathered at the 
Oscars. It starts with A-listers like Meryl 
Streep and Julia Roberts, who treat every 
scene together like a heavyweight fi ght 
where both combatants refuse to give an 
inch. Sometimes less is more. They both 
should pay attention to the kind of work 
Margo Martindale does. She can deliver 
the same emotional punch without the 
performance ever looking labored or forced.

WEEKEND: ENTERTAINMENT

 BY GREG BRAXTON

Los Angeles Times

 When “The Mindy Project” 
premiered on Fox in fall 
2012, it was widely hailed 
as a breakthrough in the 

diversity of mainstream television. Its 
star, Mindy Kaling, who plays a roman-
tically challenged obstetrician in a New 
York hospital, became the fi rst woman 
of color to create, helm and star in a 
successful sitcom on a major network.

But even as the broadcast networks 
overall are showcasing more minority 
actors in scripted programming than 
ever, Kaling is facing mounting criti-
cism that her own sitcom isn’t diverse 
enough. Critics and other observers 
have pointed out that the popular 
Indian-American actress and execu-
tive producer with 2.8 million Twitter 
followers has surrounded her fi ctional 
self with a mostly white cast.

Unlike many past and present medi-
cal shows on network television — a 
list that includes “Grey’s Anatomy,” 
“Scrubs,” “House” and even “ER” 
— “The Mindy Project” does not fea-
ture a strong multi-ethnic ensemble. In 
addition to Kaling’s character, the only 
other minority regular cast member is 
Xosha Roquemore, who joined the show 
late in the fi rst season as a sassy nurse.

The percolating issue came to a head 
  at the  South by Southwest conference 

in Texas where questions about her 
casting choices provoked an obscenity-
laced response.

“I look at shows on TV, and this is 
going to sound defensive, but I’m just 
going to say it: I’m a ... Indian woman 
who has her own ... network television 
show,” Kaling said during the session. 
“I have four series regulars that are 
women on my show, and no one asks 
any of the shows I adore — and I won’t 
name them because they’re my friends 
— why no leads on their shows are 
women of color, and I’m the one that 
gets lobbied about these things.”

Drawing even closer scrutiny have 
been Kaling’s on-screen boyfriends 
and lovers — all white. The show, 
which has been picked up for a third 
season,  has not dodged the subject. 
In fact, characters have made fun 
of Kaling’s Dr. Mindy Lahiri for her 
lighter-skinned preferences.

“I think it’s too bad that a small 
minority of people are fi xated on the 
men who are in bed with me,” said 
Kaling in  a recent interview with the 
Los Angeles Times . “I think that’s a bit 
specifi c and weird.”

But Kaling said she understood that 
diversity on “The Mindy Project” has 
become a hot topic — one that has 
affected her deeply. “Ultimately, this 
is a compliment to the bar that people 
have set for me,” she said. “And that 
expectation is not one that my peers 

face. And I have to accept that.
“The fact is, I am so proud to be an 

Asian American and part of the Asian-
America community,” she added. “My 
connection with that community is so 
strong. It struck me that the show is 
being characterized as not celebrating 
that richness. I take that more person-
ally than other things.”

Kaling’s ethnicity is a key source of 
humor on the series, and jokes about 
race and stereotypes are frequent. In 
an early episode of the fi rst season, her 
character was thrilled about going out 
with her colleagues to a club frequent-
ed by NBA players. “Black guys love 
me!” she declared.

“My writing staff and I have been 
determined to create what is a totally 
original character,” she said. “We’ve 
been focused on creating a girl you’ve 
never seen before. We’re also very 
determined to show diverse talent. We 
think that’s important.”

 But some say Kaling is being un-
fairly singled out and held to a higher 
standard because of her ethnic back-
ground. Shows with predominantly 
white casts  are rarely asked about 
including multi-ethnic characters.

 Kaling said she is listening and is 
determined to press on with her show.

“I have a great job, a great life and a 
great responsibility, like Spider-Man,” 
she said, smiling. “I have to do more, 
and that’s fi ne. I’m excited about it.” 

NEW ON DVD

On diversity, Mindy Kaling finds 
herself held to higher standard

The cast of “The Mindy Project” includes, from left to right, Beth Grant, Zoe Jarman, Ike Barinholtz, 
Mindy Kaling, Ed Weeks and Chris Messina.  Kaling has been criticized for the lack of diversity on her 
show. “I look at shows on TV, and this is going to sound defensive, but I’m just going to say it: I’m a 
... Indian woman who has her own ... network television show,” Kaling says. “[N]o one asks any of the 
shows I adore — and I won’t name them because they’re my friends — why no leads on their shows 
are women of color, and I’m the one that gets lobbied about these things.”

THE WEINSTEIN COMPANY/AP

 Julianne Nicholson, left, Meryl Streep and 
Margo Martindale star in  “August: Osage 
County,” which is out on DVD.  

FOX

“Grudge Match” : The boxing-movie 
genre gets pounded in this fi lm starring 
Sylvester Stallone and Robert De Niro, stars 
of some of the biggest boxing movies ever 
made. If it had committed to a full-scale 
parody, it would have been a knockout. 
Instead, the movie drifts between comedy 
and drama, which deals the overall concept 
a heavy blow. When “Grudge Match” pokes 
fun at the fi ght fi lm genre, it lands some 
comic blows. It eventually loses the battle 
on points, though, when the more serious 
storylines get in the way.

Also available on DVD:
“Holy Ghost People”: Southern Gothic 

thriller about a teen searching for her sister 
in the Appalachian Mountains.

“Earthfl ight”: David Tennant narrates 
the six-part series that takes viewers over 
the planet’s most incredible landscapes.

 “Extreme Bears”: Natural history 
special.

“Paranormal Activity: The Marked 
Ones”: Spinoff of the “Paranormal” fi lms.

“Snake and Mongoose”: True story of 
the rivalry between Don “The Snake” 
Prudhomme and Tom “The Mongoose” 
McEwen.

“Holliston: The Complete Second 
Season”: Horror comedy TV series 
featuring Kane Hodder, Danielle Harris 
and Bailee Madison. 

— Rick Bentley/ The Fresno Bee 
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 BY RODRIQUE NGOWI

The Associated Press

The spirited sport known 
as parkour that treats 
the world as one big ob-
stacle course is gaining 

traction outside of the urban en-
thusiasts whose YouTube-worthy 
acrobatics spread its popularity.

Once the domain of the out-
door anti-athlete, it’s becoming 
the go-to sport for people who 
just want a good workout.

Jessamyn Hodge, 32, from 
South Boston, recently prepped 
for her fi rst parkour class at a 
high school gym in suburban 
Brookline, Mass. She was hoping 
to learn the kind of wall-scaling, 
fence-vaulting, obstacle-conquer-
ing moves she’d already seen in 
online videos shared by her rock-
climbing friends.

“It’s like dancing at high 
speed,” she said. “It reminds me 
of being a kid again, like mon-
keying around on anything and 
everything, clambering about, 
generally having fun while get-
ting around.”

Parkour, developed in France 
in the 1980s, borrows elements 
from martial arts, gymnastics, 
rock climbing and other athletic 
fi elds to enable participants to 
turn obstacles like park benches, 
trees, guardrails, and buildings 
into tools they can use to nimbly 
propel themselves forward.

Parkour’s developers were 
infl uenced by military train-
ing principles. Since then, some 
of the sport’s most spectacular 
moves have been featured in 
movie sequences, video games 
and advertisements. One of the 
most recognizable is a chase 
scene in the 2006 James Bond 
movie “Casino Royale.”

Beginners who want to hit the 
ground running  have the option 
of classes like those offered by 
Parkour Generations, a busi-
ness with affi liates in California, 
Pennsylvania, Texas and Wis-
consin, and that offers instruc-
tion in other countries, including 
Thailand, Singapore and Brazil.

Classes include a warm-up, 

technical drills to learn the 
basics of safety and games to 
teach and reinforce parkour 
techniques. At the Brookline 
class, instructors set up metal 
bars they called scaffolding and 
vault boxes in the gym, teaching 
students how to walk on or hurtle 
over balance beams and lift, 
leap or weave their way through 
whatever else was in their path. 
Both newcomers and advanced 
learners trained together, but 
those with more experience were 
given more challenging training.

Instructor Blake Evitt said 

many of the new students he sees 
view parkour as a functional way 
to get fi t. But parkour offers more 
than fl ashy stunts — it’s a way for 
people to test their physical and 
mental limits.

“It’s almost a way of life,” 
said Evitt, a director of the U.S. 
branch of Parkour Generations.

Class attendee Julio Sepulveda  
said parkour is very accessible 
because learners don’t need ac-
cess to fancy, expensive gear to 
get into it. They can simply walk 
to a nearby park and use the ex-
isting environment to practice. 

WEEKEND: HEALTH & FITNESS

 BY MARY MEEHAN

Lexington Herald-Leader 

Spring has sprung, and in addi-
tion to welcoming the beauty and 
warmth of the season, many folks 
face — though maybe not with 

eager anticipation — seasonal allergies.
And for some, allergies and asthma go 

hand in hand. More than 50 percent of the 
20 million Americans with asthma have 
allergic asthma, according to the Allergy 
and Asthma Foundation of America. More 
than 2.5 million children under age 18 
suffer from allergic asthma.

Many of the symptoms of allergic 
and non-allergic asthma are the same 
— coughing, wheezing, shortness of 
breath or rapid breathing and chest tight-

ness. But allergic asthma is triggered by 
inhaled allergens such as dust mites, pet 
dander, pollen or mold.

Dr. Jamshed Kanga, chief of the divi-
sion of pediatric pulmonology at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky, said “when you look 
at Kentucky almost everyone has seasonal 
allergies.”

But some people might not realize 
they are suffering from allergic asthma, 
he said. Most people associate asthma 
with wheezing and asthma attacks, but a 
persistent cough is often the most preva-
lent symptom of allergic asthma. Allergic 
asthma can also be misdiagnosed as 
bronchitis, he said.

Determining the cause of breathing 
trouble in children can also be diffi cult. 
Today’s kids don’t run and play as they 

once did so what may look at fi rst like 
asthma may be lack of conditioning, he 
said.

But if parents are concerned about 
their child, they should talk to the coach 
or teacher who can identify whether the 
child is having out-of-the-ordinary chal-
lenges.

If you have breathing troubles, which 
make exercising more diffi cult, it can be 
easy to avoid exercise, said Dr. Tracie 
Overbeck, of Allergy Partners of Cen-
tral Kentucky. But your lungs need to be 
worked just like the rest of your body, she 
said. People with allergic asthma need to 
take a few extra steps to prepare for exer-
cise. A debilitating asthma attack is very 
rare if people take their asthma medica-
tion regularly and take some precautions 

when exercising, said Kanga.
First, Overbeck suggested, ask your 

doctor to help you get a baseline of your 
breathing. That way you can note changes 
in symptoms as you exercise.

Then, she said, it’s important to warm 
up your lungs just as you warm up your 
body. Take 10 minutes to warm up before 
exercising, she said, taking slow deep 
breaths, breathing in through your nose 
and out through your mouth.

Ask your doctor about prescribing an 
inhaler for asthma, Kanga said, and use 
it about 15 minutes before you begin to 
exercise.

Overbeck discovered her asthma in 
college while playing soccer. But, she 
said, asthma “doesn’t have to be a limiting 
thing.” 

‘It’s almost a way of life’
Parkour makes transition from YouTube fad to fi tness craze

Pollen makes spring workouts tricky for asthma, allergy sufferers

PHOTOS BY CHARLES KRUPA/AP

Above: Jessamyn Hodge leaps over a railing during a Parkour 
training class in Brookline, Mass. Parkour was once the outdoor 
activity of rebels, but is now appreciated for its fi tness elements.

Right: Michael Chung, of Brookline, fi nds his way over a balance 
beam while running an obstacle course.
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 BY COLLEEN MASTONY

Chicago Tribune

Katie Driscoll never 
wanted anyone’s pity. 
And so, when her daugh-
ter, Grace, was born with 

Down syndrome, Driscoll picked 
up a camera. She wanted to show 
the world what she saw when she 
looked at her daughter.

Day by day, taking photos of 
Grace turned into taking photos 
of other children with disabilities. 
There were kids with cerebral 
palsy. And kids with dwarfi sm.

As Driscoll looked through the 
lens of her camera, she couldn’t 
help but think that these children 
were just as beautiful as other kids. 
Why, she wondered, is it so rare to 
see them appear in advertisements 
for toys or clothing?

Two years ago, the 39-year-old 
mother of six began posting photos 
of children with disabilities to a 
website she called ChangingThe 
FaceOfBeauty.org. And then she 
sat down at her kitchen table and 
emailed companies, asking them 
to consider including one of the 
children in an advertisement.

Take a look for yourself, Driscoll 
wrote, in her pitch. These kids are 
gorgeous.

 Driscoll’s studio was once the ga-
rage of her  Palos Park, Ill., home. 
Then she persuaded her husband 
to move his lawn mower to a shed, 
and now the room has white walls, 
hardwood fl oors and professional 
lights hanging from the ceiling.

Driscoll presses a button on a 
remote. Pop music fi lls the room.

She dances with Grace, age 4, in 
her arms. Grace begins to laugh.

 Soon, Grace is  sitting next to 
another model, 4-year-old Molly 
Doyle. Grace sways to the music. 
Little Molly grins.

This is the moment.
Driscoll lifts her camera.
Click, click, click.
“When you are working with 

children who have different abili-
ties,” she says later, “you have to 
wait until they get comfortable. 
And that’s when it happens.”

It’s the moment, she says, “you 
see the light in their eyes.”

Nearly fi ve years ago, a doc-
tor stood before Driscoll and 
explained that an ultrasound had 
picked up several markers for 
Down syndrome. Driscoll was 20 
weeks pregnant and a busy mother 
of fi ve boys .

 “I didn’t really even know what 
Down syndrome was,” she said.

 She read articles online, she 
said, “trying to fi nd resources that 
would tell me my baby was going 
to be OK.” She met with parents of 
children with Down syndrome. But 
her biggest comfort was her hus-
band, Tom. Late at night, when she 
whispered her fears, Tom Driscoll 
 told her: “This child is going to 
teach us a lot more than we will 
ever teach this child.”

 After baby Grace was born, 
Driscoll posted pictures on her 
blog of Grace in outfi ts from small 

online boutiques. Those boutiques 
would, in turn, sometimes repost 
the pictures to their own websites.

Before long, parents of children 
with disabilities were sending 

heartfelt 
emails to say 
how touched 
they were to 
see Grace in 
an advertise-
ment.

Steve 
English, a 
friend who 
has a son with 
a disability, 
began urging 
Driscoll to 
do more. “I 
started to 
say to her, 
‘We need 
to take this 
further,’ ” he 
said. “ ‘Why 
aren’t there 

kids like this in the mainstream 
media?’ ”

Driscoll was among many par-
ents who cheered for Nordstrom 
when in 2011 the retailer ran an ad 
featuring a boy with Down syn-
drome. She was equally heartened 
when Target followed suit with 
one picturing the same child the 
following year. She hoped the trend 
would catch on. But the buzz died 
down, and she recalled, “nothing 
changed.”

And so, in spring 2012, Driscoll 
and English launched a Facebook 
page and her ChangingTheFaceOf 
Beauty.org website. The goal: to 
create an online gallery where 
advertisers could see children with 
disabilities and consider casting 

them in a campaign.
 To collect as many images as 

possible, Driscoll asked parents 
to send professional photographs 
of their children. If the parents 
couldn’t afford a photographer, 
Driscoll and English found one 
willing to donate the time.

 Photos poured in from families 
as far away as Australia and the 
Netherlands. Within a few months, 
the effort was being praised by 
Maria Shriver, whose mother, Eu-
nice Kennedy Shriver, founded the 
Special Olympics in 1968.

Driscoll kept sending  emails 
to different companies — always 
attaching photos of the children. 
Slowly, she began to get responses.

 Now, two years after she 
launched her campaign, Driscoll 
has landed modeling gigs for two 
dozen children and adults with 
disabilities.

 “These kids have so many 
extraordinary challenges. ... The 
modeling is something that is fun 
and cool and unique,” said Denise 
Scott, mother of Abby, 8, who re-
cently graced the cover of Chicago 
Special Parent magazine.

“People have pretty traditional 
notions of what beauty is,” Scott 
said. “Something as simple as a 
walker or a brace can distract 
them from seeing the actual per-
son. It takes a person like Katie to 
see beyond that. It’s amazing what 
she is doing for these kids.”

Driscoll’s models have appeared 
in ads for Los Angeles-based Little 
Maven, San Diego-based Infantino 
toys and St. Louis-based Sweet Pe-
tunia clothing, among many others.  

Driscoll’s email address is 
Katie@changingthefaceofbeauty.
org

WEEKEND: FAMILY

Andrew Carroll began collecting American wartime 
letters in 1998. Soon they fi lled his Washington, 
D.C., apartment, then a storage unit.

 Now the letters — about 100,000 of them — have 
a new home address at Chapman University in Orange, 
Calif. The university created the Center for American War 
Letters especially to house the collection Carroll donated.

The letters from war have found a home on the home 
front. Sounds like a happy ending. Carroll agrees it’s happy, 
but not an ending. He’s still looking for letters written by 
military members and their families to add to the collection.

“I’ve been doing this for 15 years, but 
now that Chapman is involved we are 
just getting started,” Carroll said. 

In addition to collecting correspon-
dence, Carroll has published selected 
letters from his collection in several 
books, including “War Letters: Extraor-
dinary Correspondence from American 
Wars,” and “Grace Under Fire: Letters 
of Faith in Times of War.”

Traveling across the U.S. on a speak-
ing tour this spring and summer, Carroll 
plans to research his next book and seek 
out more letters for the collection. With 
the Center for American War Letters in place, his request 
has changed.

“I used to tell people, please don’t send originals, because 
I’m not a professional archivist,” he said. “Now we have this 
great archive to protect these letters. Photocopies and scans 
are still great, but we hope that people will consider contrib-
uting their originals.”

He said families have been very generous with their let-
ters and told the story of a military wife who contributed a 
letter from her husband, who died in Vietnam.

“He wrote a beautiful letter to her late one night about 
how he didn’t want to get close to the men in his platoon … 
because he couldn’t bear the thought of losing a friend. Los-
ing a man would be bad enough,” Carroll said.

“Yet he writes in this letter how they showed him pictures 
of their kids and their girlfriends and how he can’t help but 
come to like these guys. … Three days after he wrote the 
letter he stepped on a land mine and died soon after. This 
was the last letter he wrote to his wife, and she gave us the 
original,” he said.

“People are sending us Civil War letters by their ances-
tors. We acquired an American Revolutionary letter — an 
original. Now we have originals, from every war in Ameri-
ca’s history.”

His quest for letters is not limited to old-fashioned mail, 
though. The Center For American War Letters welcomes all 
kinds of wartime correspondence.

“I don’t want people to think that this generation or their 
correspondences are not as signifi cant. They’re absolutely 
as irreplaceable as what’s been written in previous wars. So 
before that hard drive collapses or gets deleted somehow, we 
hope people will forward them to us or print them out and 
send them to make sure that this generation is remembered 
and honored just as much as those in the past.”

The signifi cance of the letters and the stories they tell 
have little to do with the rank or position of the writer.

“Veterans and their families are so modest,” Carroll said. 
“They think, ‘I was a just a young PFC or lieutenant, who 
cares what my perspective was? I wasn’t a general or the 
president.’ But these men and women on the front lines, 
these are the voices we want to preserve most of all. Truly 
no one can tell their stories better than they can. That’s why 
we do feel a sense of urgency about this project.”

 Carroll and Chapman University want to preserve the 
letters for their historic value, for scholarly study and for 
exhibition to the general public.

 “We want scholars to be able to benefi t from these, but 
also every day people to really better understand the sac-
rifi ces these troops and their families make — in their own 
words,” Carroll said.

 Military members or families who have letters to donate 
can mail them to:

Mail to:
Andrew Carroll
PO Box 53250
Washington, DC 20009
or email warletters@chapman.edu

Terri Barnes is the author of “Spouse Calls: Messages From a Military 
Life.” Contact her at spousecalls@stripes.com or at stripes.com/go/ 
spousecalls

SPOUSE CALLS

Collector seeks out
more wartime letters

Modeling grace
Effort puts kids with disabilities in ads

Terri Barnes

ANTONIO PEREZ, CHICAGO TRIBUNE/MCT

Katie Driscoll shows her daughter, Grace, 4, who has Down syndrome, 
photos taken of her at her Palos Park, Ill., home studio for “Lemon 
Loves Lime” children’s clothing designer.

As Katie 
Driscoll 
looked 
through the 
lens of her 
camera, 
she couldn’t 
help but 
think that 
these
children 
were just as 
beautiful as 
other kids. 
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“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. E-mail him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com, and visit http://gunstonstreet.com.

GUNSTON STREET RESULTS FOR ABOVE PUZZLE

NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD
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Hollywood, NFL team up to make   ‘Draft Day’ 

 The Associated Press

 Julia Louis-Dreyfus better hope her lat-
est tattoo is a temporary one.

The cover image of next month’s Rolling
Stone magazine featuring the “Veep” star
depicts a nude Louis-Dreyfus with a tat-
too of the U.S. Constitution signed by John
Hancock across her back. The problem is
that Hancock signed the Declaration of In-
dependence, not the Constitution.

Louis-Dreyfus jokingly blamed the 
blunder on Mike McClintock, the fictional
“Veep” character played by Matt Walsh
who serves as communications director
to Louis-Dreyfus’ Vice President Selina 
Meyer on the HBO comedy series. 

The National Constitution Center in
Philadelphia mocked the flub by tweeting
a photo of the cover alongside such found-
ing fathers as George Washington and 
Benjamin Franklin in Signers’ Hall with 
the words, “Thanks for the shoutout but no 
Hancock here.” 

Rolling Stone spokeswoman Melissa
Bruno said the Declaration of the Indepen-
dence is on the other side of Louis-Dreyfus’
body, but they couldn’t fit in the signatures. 

 Big Sean calls off engagement 
 Rapper Big Sean and actress Naya Ri-

vera are no longer engaged. 
A spokeswoman for the rapper an-

nounced Wednesday that he has canceled
plans to marry the “Glee” star. Publicist
Tracy Nguyen said Sean hopes the two can
continue to work through their issues pri-
vately.  Rivera, 27, and  Sean, 26, whose real
name is Sean Anderson, announced their 
engagement in October.  Messages left for
Rivera’s representatives were not immedi-
ately returned. 

Rolling Stone flubs 
Constitution tattoo 

ROLLING STONE/AP

The  cover of the April 24  issue of Rolling 
Stone  featur es actress Julia Louis-
Dreyfus . The misplaced John Hancock on 
her lower back has caused  a stir. 

FACES

 BY STEVEN ZEITCHIK

Los Angeles Times

 In its ascent up the mountain of 
American popular culture, the NFL 
has studiously protected its brand, 
turning down many Hollywood of-

fers to collaborate and limiting the extent 
of the partnerships it has forged.

So much for all that.
The NFL’s famously cautious mind-

set goes the way of leather helmets  with 
the release of “Draft Day,” a film from, 
by and about professional football. The 
movie  thrusts the league into the world of 
big-time movies and sets a new standard 
for cooperation between a professional 
sports entity and entertainment-world 
heavyweights.

Directed by comedy veteran Ivan Re-
itman and starring sports-movie fixture 
Kevin Costner, “Draft Day” blurs the 
ideas of movie plot and league showcase 
to such an extent that many viewers may 
be unable to separate the two. NFL per-
sonalities such as Ray Lewis, Jim Brown, 
broadcaster Rich Eisen and even com-
missioner Roger Goodell populate the 
fictional film, which locates scenes at var-
ious team facilities and sets and shoots its 
climax at the annual springtime draft of 
college players at Radio City Music Hall.

By doing this, “Draft Day” — based on 
a script from newcomers Rajiv Joseph 
and Scott Rothman  — offers a level of 
behind-the-scenes authenticity rarely at-
tempted in a scripted film about Ameri-
can pro sports. But as critics will point 
out, that also means the film can veer into 
infomercial territory and scrub out foot-

ball’s less savory and more controversial 
aspects.

Unlike most sports dramas, “Draft Day” 
takes the action off the field and into the 
war room  as it follows Costner’s fictitious 
Sonny Weaver, the  Cleveland Browns gen-
eral manager, as he wheels and deals in the 
pressure-cooker hours leading up to the big 
event. After mortgaging the team’s future 
in a trade with the Seattle Seahawks for 
the top overall pick, Weaver must grapple 
with questions about the player he should 
select  and manage the delicate politics of 
coach, owner and players.

“This is one man’s story on a particu-
larly complicated day when both personal 
and professional things are coming at him 
very fast,” Reitman said. “And it’s about 
the effect of a draft on hundreds of kids 
looking to fulfill a lifelong dream who 
must also meet the expectations of a lot 
of people.”

That kind of stress isn’t foreign to the 
NFL, either.

In an office  at the league’s sleek mid-
town headquarters, Tracy Perlman re-
counted the decision to go in on the movie. 
The NFL vice president for marketing 
and entertainment and its point person on 
“Draft Day,” Perlman and her fellow ex-
ecutives decided to move well beyond the 
occasional placement deal so it could serve 
a larger strategy.

Even with the NFL’s ratings the envy 
of rival leagues — playoff games can top 
50 million viewers —  it is looking for new 
avenues of growth. This coming season it 
will expand to Thursday night games on 
CBS. And it continues to try to fuel even 
more interest in the draft, formerly an 

inside-the-Beltway affair centering on ar-
cane physical attributes but now a hotbed 
of analysis and drama that is covered in 
breathless detail on ESPN. “We believe 
this movie elevates the brand, it elevates 
the (draft) time period and it opens us up 
to new fans,” Perlman said.

Outgoing and possessing a keen sense 
of the NFL’s appeal , Perlman kept a 
watchful eye on “Draft Day.” The raw 
footage known as dailies was sent to her 
from the Ohio set, and she would watch 
it, sometimes passing along material and 
questions to different league divisions for 
their response, sometimes coming back 
with questions herself. Much of this was 
done, as she puts it, “just to get the facts 
right” — such as the way trades or picks 
were made, which Reitman was eager to 
learn.

But there was also scrutiny for other 
reasons.   In a more fraught moment, Perl-
man and the league nixed a moment in 
which Seahawks fans can be seen, after a 
questionable draft move, expressing their 
displeasure. “We had what I thought was 
a pretty funny bit where this one owner 
looks out the window and sees he’s being 
burned in effigy. And they just didn’t want 
that,” Costner said in an interview during 
CinemaCon in Las Vegas last month. “And 
I thought, ‘Come on.’ ”

Perlman nodded knowingly when asked 
and allowed a small smile. “Yes, Kevin 
called me. I understood where he was 
coming from, but we just couldn’t have 
that in the movie.” (For his part, Reitman 
said he thought “it would have gotten a big 
laugh” but “they were worried and it was 
a small change, so we said OK.”) 

Summit Entertainment

Denis Leary, Frank Langella and Kevin Costner star in the movie “Draft Day.” Costner plays  Sonny Weaver, the Cleveland 
Browns general manager, in the hours before the annual NFL draft.

 Los Angeles Times

 Comedian Stephen Colbert 
will be the next host of “The Late 
Show.”

“Simply being a guest on David 
Letterman’s show has been a 
highlight of my career,” Colbert 
said in a press release Thursday. 
“I never dreamed that I would 

follow in his footsteps, though ev-
eryone in late night follows Dave’s 
lead.”  

CBS said   “The Colbert Report” 
star will take over hosting duties 
for the long-running late-night 
talk franchise when  Letterman 
retires in 2015.

Colbert and the network have 

reached a five-year agreement, 
the broadcaster said.

Letterman, who has hosted the 
show for 21 years, announced  his 
retirement last week .

CBS did not give any details on 
the creative direction of the show 
once Colbert, 49, takes over, nor 
did it say where the series will be 

produced.
“Stephen Colbert is one of the 

most inventive and respected 
forces on television,” CBS Corp.
Chief Executive Leslie Moonves
said in a statement.

Colbert has hosted his satiri-
cal Comedy Central show since
2005 . 

Colbert to take over ‘Late Show’



Friday, April 11, 2014

OPINION

 BY GEORGE F. WILL

PHOENIX

From the Goldwater Institute, the 
fertile frontal lobe of the conser-
vative movement’s brain, comes 
an innovative idea that is gaining 

traction in Alaska, Arizona and Georgia, 
and its advocates may bring it to at least 35 
other states’ legislatures. It would use the 
Constitution’s Article V to move the nation 
back toward the limited government the 
Constitution’s Framers thought their docu-
ment guaranteed. 

The Compact for America is the inno-
vation of the Goldwater Institute’s Nick 
Dranias, who proposes a constitutional con-
vention carefully called under Article V to 
enact a balanced-budget amendment writ-
ten precisely enough to preclude evasion by 
the political class. This class has powerful 
and permanent incentives for deficit spend-
ing, which delivers immediate benefits to 
constituents while deferring a significant 
portion of the benefits’ costs. Here’s what 
the compact’s amendment would stipulate:

Total federal government outlays shall not 
exceed receipts unless the excess of outlays 
is financed exclusively by debt which ini-
tially shall be authorized to be 105 percent 
of outstanding debt on the date the amend-
ment is ratified. Congress may increase the 
authorized debt only if a majority of state 
legislatures approve an unconditional, sin-
gle-subject measure proposing the amount 
of such increase. Whenever outstanding 
debt exceeds 98 percent of the set limit, the 
president shall designate for impoundment 
specific expenditures sufficient to keep debt 
below the authorized level. The impound-
ment shall occur in 30 days unless Congress 
designates an alternative impoundment of 
the same or greater amount. Any bill for a 
new or increased general revenue tax shall 
require a two-thirds vote of both houses of 
Congress — except for a bill that reduces 
or eliminates an existing tax exemption, 
deduction or credit, or that “provides for a 
new end user sales tax which would com-
pletely replace every existing income tax 
levied by” the U.S. government.   

Now, leave aside questions about this 
tax policy, or about the wisdom of constitu-
tionalizing any tax policy. Do you believe a 
balanced-budget amendment is a required 
response to the nature of today’s politics 
and governance, now that courts neglect to 

do their duty in enforcing Congress’ adher-
ence to the Constitution’s enumeration of its 
powers? If so, the compact’s amendment is 
remarkably resistant to evasion.

Congress, which relishes deficit spend-
ing, would not, unilaterally and unpres-
sured, send this amendment to the states for 
ratification. Hence the Goldwater Institute’s 
recourse to Article V.

It provides, in the same sentence, two 
amendment procedures, one of which has 
never been used — the calling of a conven-
tion by two-thirds of the state legislatures. 
Many prudent people — remembering 
that the 1787 Constitutional Convention’s 
original purpose was merely to “remedy 
defects” of the Articles of Confederation 
— recoil from the possibility of a runaway 
convention and the certainty that James 
Madison would not be there to make it turn 
out well. The compact, however, would 
closely confine a convention. State legis-
latures can form a compact — a coopera-
tive agreement — to call a convention for 
the codified, one-item agenda of ratifying 
the balanced-budget amendment precisely 
stipulated in advance.

The Constitution’s Article I, Section 10 
says, “No state shall, without the consent 
of Congress ... enter into any agreement 
or compact with another state.” But court 
precedent makes clear that states do not 
need congressional consent for compacts 
that exercise state power without displac-

ing federal power, such as the constitution-
ally stipulated power to apply for an Article 
V convention. States can join the Goldwater
Institute’s compact without waiting for Con-
gress’ approval.

Article V says Congress has no discre-
tion — it “shall” call a convention “on the
application of the legislatures of two thirds 
of the several states.” A convention called
in accordance with the institute’s compact 
would adopt its limited agenda with the 
force of federal and state law, any devia-
tion from which would render the conven-
tion — which is limited to a 24-hour session 
— void. The compact designates as the sole
delegates to the convention the governors of
participating states, officials who will not
run the political risk of wrecking the con-
vention by ignoring the law.  

In the 85th and final of the Federalist Pa-
pers written to persuade Americans wary 
of centralized power to ratify the Constitu-
tion, Alexander Hamilton said: “We may
safely rely on the disposition of the state
legislatures to erect barriers against the en-
croachments of the national authority.” 

States would be the prime movers of, and
would be substantially empowered by, the
institute’s amendment-by-compact plan.
Members of this nascent movement to use
Article V have a name: Fivers.  
  George Will  is a member of the Washington Post 
Writers Group.

A recourse to budgetary inaction

For the Internet, it’s the next logical step 
 BY JOHN CARY SIMS

 There’s a reason we all love to “reply” 
to emails we receive, while striving 
to avoid an inappropriate “reply 
all.” Internet addresses can be so 

messy, and even the tiniest error misdirects 
our communication. Soon the Internet ad-
dressing challenge will be even more dif-
ficult, as “Top Level Domains”  mushroom 
from a handful of familiar ones (.com, .org, 
.gov, .uk) to a flock of hundreds, many writ-
ten in unfamiliar alphabets.

But typographical challenges are not 
what’s been roiling the Internet world late-
ly. The major excitement came a few weeks 
ago when the Commerce Department an-
nounced that the United States will soon re-
linquish its oversight of the Internet itself.  

 There is no reason to view the contem-
plated Internet revisions as any threat to 
the interests of the U.S. or the openness or 
efficiency of the Internet. Far from being a 
bombshell, the plan announced by the Com-
merce Department is simply the logical 
continuation of a process that has been un-
derway for a long time. Yes, the U.S. created 
the Internet and nurtured its growth, but the 
U.S. has not exercised unilateral control, or 
attempted to, even amid dramatic changes 

in the Internet and worldwide battles over 
the right of oppressed people to access it.

As a practical matter Internet manage-
ment was spun off in 1998 to the Internet 
Corporation for Assigned Names and Num-
bers, or ICANN. That’s the nonprofit orga-
nization that assures all Internet addresses 
are unique and coordinates the complicated 
technical standards needed to keep the In-
ternet efficient, secure and reliable. ICANN 
carries out these vital functions under a 
contract with the Commerce Department 
that expires in 2015.

The Commerce Department has now an-
nounced that in the future ICANN will re-
port, not to it, but to some other entity. The 
exact details remain to be worked out, and 
the Commerce Department has indicated 
that the transition will not take place until an 
appropriate institution is ready to take over. 

While the structure of the new oversight 
body remains to be developed, governments 
that would like to exercise greater control 
over the Internet will be disappointed if 
they think the U.S. will agree to intergov-
ernmental control. The Internet has grown 
and thrived precisely because it is not di-
rectly controlled by or dependent on the 
diplomatic and bureaucratic processes that 

so often hobble the United Nations and in-
ternational bodies like it.

While critics see the coming change 
in formal Internet governance as a slight
to U.S. pride and a wound to the nation’s
power, in reality, the Internet is and long
has been internationalized. If the policy
preferences of the U.S. could have been im-
posed on ICANN, the controversial “.xxx”
Top Level Domains for porn sites probably
would not have been approved, and the pro-
liferation of other TLDs would be slower
because of concerns about possible copy-
right infringement, criminal activity and
consumer fraud.

Sen. John D. Rockefeller, D-W.Va., chair
of the Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation, is correct 
when he describes the planned change in 
formal governance not as a radical impair-
ment of U.S. power, but rather as a change
that will “preserve and advance the current
multi-stakeholder model of global Internet 
governance.”
  John Cary Sims is a professor of law at the 
University of the Pacific McGeorge School of Law. 
He is a founding co-editor-in-chief of the Journal 
of National Security Law & Policy and currently 
serves as a senior editor. He wrote this for The 
Sacramento (Calif.) Bee.   
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Deny radical Iranian’s visa
 Savannah (Ga.) Morning News 
In 1979, Hamid Abutalebi was among 

the Iranian radicals who illegally seized 
the U.S. Embassy in Tehran and held 52 
Americans for 444 days.

Today, he wants a U.S. visa so he can 
enter this country and serve as Iran’s am-
bassador to the United Nations.

This request is an insult to America.
President Barack Obama shouldn’t just 

deny it. He should send back Abutalebi’s 
application form in tiny little pieces.

Many younger Americans weren’t alive 
when Iranian demonstrators burst through 
the doors at the American embassy and 
took everyone inside hostage. President 
Jimmy Carter correctly called these cap-
tives “victims of terrorism and anarchy.” 
Some were beaten and tortured. Others 
were forced to undergo mock executions 
or play Russian roulette.

Not surprisingly, Abutalebi argues he 
was an interpreter and negotiator. Not 
someone who had a pistol or rifle in his 
hand.

But there’s no difference between these 
roles. He was a terrorist who was part of 
this criminal mob. He has no business in 
this country.

This week, a bipartisan group of 29 U.S. 
senators sent Obama a letter, urging that 
the State Department reject Abutalebi’s 
request. It includes liberals like Chuck 
Schumer, of New York, and conservatives 
like Ted Cruz, of Texas. Georgia senators 
Johnny Isakson and Saxby Chambliss have 
signed it as well. ...

None of the hostage-takers is welcome 
on American soil. They are goons, not 
diplomats.

Abutalebi’s selection as Iran’s envoy to 
the U.N. is an obvious slap in this country’s 
face. Obama must return the favor.

Keep spy out of Mideast talks
The (Memphis, Tenn.) 
Commercial Appeal 

The release of convicted spy Jonathan 
Pollard seemingly comes up in the context 
of every round of Israeli-Palestinian peace 
talks in the mistaken belief that freeing 
a man who is quite simply a traitor to his 
country will make Israel more amenable 
to the U.S. view of how those talks should 
evolve.

Secretary of State John Kerry recently 
floated the possibility of Pollard’s release. 
The idea was that freeing Pollard would 
somehow keep the talks, which are pre-
liminary talks about holding more talks, 
going. But before the issue could be sent to 
the White House for the necessary presi-
dential pardon the preliminary negotia-
tions fell apart on their own.

That made it increasingly unlikely that 
the parties would come up with anything 
substantive before the April 29 deadline to 
decide whether to pursue further talks.

Pollard, 59, was a civilian analyst for the 
U.S. Navy when he began spying for Israel. 
He was arrested in 1985 as he and his wife 
sought asylum at the Israeli embassy in 
Washington. Israel at first disavowed him, 
but he became something of a national 
hero in that country and was awarded Is-
raeli citizenship in 1995.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu has asked — at every meeting with a 
U.S. president going back to Ronald Rea-
gan — that his spy be released. Each one 
has said no.

Pollard is eligible for parole next year, 
but there’s no guarantee he’ll get it. If he 
must be released, it should be as a reward 
for specific, concrete accomplishments 
that benefit both sides in the Israeli-Pales-
tinian talks, not as an inducement for two 
sides who don’t much want to work with 
each other to keep on talking.

Exposing the CIA’s ‘dark side’
Los Angeles Times 

More than a year after it approved a 
report critical of the CIA’s interrogation 
and detention policies, the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee has voted to make a 
portion of the document public. It’s now up 
to President Barack Obama to ensure that 
the agency doesn’t mount a rear-guard at-
tempt to censor or sanitize the committee’s 
findings in the name of national security.

Thanks to news reports and a report by 
the CIA’s inspector general, Americans 
long have been aware of both the broad 
outlines and some abhorrent details of the 
Bush administration’s mistreatment of 
suspected terrorists after 9/11. We know 
that suspects were transported for ques-
tioning to “black sites” abroad, and that 
two suspected Al Qaeda operatives, Kha-
lid Shaikh Mohammed and Abu Zubaydah, 
were subjected to waterboarding. We have 
read the memos in which Bush administra-
tion lawyers used contorted reasoning to 
justify torture.

But the Intelligence Committee’s 6,200-
word report, based on a review of millions 
of pages of documents, contains additional 
accounts of abuse, including (according to 
a Washington Post report) the alleged re-
peated dunking of a terrorism suspect in 
tanks of ice water at a site in Afghanistan. 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., the Intel-
ligence Committee chairwoman who ag-
gressively has sought its declassification, 
said the report “exposes brutality that 
stands in stark contrast to our values as a 
nation.”

More important, those who have read the 
report say it concludes that waterboarding 
and other “enhanced interrogation tech-
niques” yielded little valuable intelligence 
that couldn’t have been obtained by other 
means.

Last week the committee voted to de-
classify the report’s 480-page executive 
summary along with 20 findings and 
conclusions, but that represents only the 
beginning of the disclosure process. The 

executive branch will now determine 
which portions of the document must be 
redacted to protect sensitive national secu-
rity information.

The Central Intelligence Agency has 
promised that it will do its part to ensure 
that the declassification review proceeds 
“expeditiously.” But the agency complained 
that a previous version of the report con-
tained serious errors — a charge echoed 
by the committee’s Republican vice chair 
— and it has a vested interest in suppress-
ing information that would sully its repu-
tation. That is why the president, who has 
sent mixed signals about the importance 
of confronting the abuses of the past, must 
make thorough and timely declassification 
of this report a personal priority.

Legacies of Rwanda genocide
The New York Times 

On Monday, Rwanda commemorated the 
victims of a genocide unleashed 20 years 
ago by Hutu extremists in power then. 
More than 800,000 people, mostly Tutsi 
men, women and children, were systemati-
cally hunted down and brutally murdered 
over a period of just 100 days. The world 
stood by and let the blood bath happen.

Over the past two decades, Rwanda has 
done an impressive job of rebuilding its in-
stitutions and economy. To bring perpetra-
tors of the genocide to justice, the United 
Nations has conducted more than 70 tribu-
nal cases, Rwanda’s courts have tried up 
to 20,000 individuals, and the country’s 
Gacaca courts have handled some 1.2 mil-
lion additional cases. Incredibly, Tutsis 
and Hutus, survivors and former killers, 
now live side by side. The government of 
President Paul Kagame has transformed 
Rwanda into an island of order and relative 
prosperity in a poor and politically volatile 
region.

Despite this, the genocide has left a 
legacy of unanswered questions and un-
corrected failures. It is time to face them. 
The international community cannot hide 
behind euphemisms. The reluctance to use 
the word “genocide” because of the moral 
horror it carries and the intervention it 
demands does not change realities on the 
ground. 

It did not spare the United States accu-
sations of shameful paralysis during the 
Rwandan genocide, and it will not protect 
the international community from the 
judgment of history for mass murder now 

or in the future. Recognizing the need to
respond appropriately to such situations, 
President Barack Obama created the
Atrocities Prevention Board in 2012. But
as events in the Central African Republic, 
Syria and Sudan make clear, the United
Nations, regional organizations and allied
countries also need to set up internation-
al contingency plans to deal with mass 
atrocities.

It is time for France to open its records
to public examination. France had close re-
lations to the Hutu-dominated government
that planned and incited the genocide. A
lack of clarity about France’s role has poi-
soned its relationship with the Kagame
government and hampers France’s actions 
in Mali and the Central African Republic.

Kagame must also be held accountable 
for abuses in Rwanda and outside its bor-
ders, where he has gone after critics in
Uganda, Kenya, South Africa and Europe. 
Civil and political rights in Rwanda are
severely restricted. Dissidents and opposi-
tion political leaders are subject to harass-
ment, detention and torture. Several have
disappeared or been killed.

Addressing the poisonous legacies of 
Rwanda’s genocide is the only way to avert 
future tragedy, and it is the best way to
honor Rwanda’s dead.

Give Mideast talks a rest
Chicago Tribune 

Secretary of State John Kerry sounds 
frustrated and exhausted. No wonder. He 
has shuttled time and again to the Middle
East to meet a self-imposed late April
deadline for a “framework” that could lead
to an Israeli-Palestinian peace deal.

But the talks are on the verge of collapse.
Let them.

“There are limits to the amount of time 
and effort that the United States can spend
if the parties themselves are unwilling to
take constructive steps in order to be able
to move forward,” Kerry told reporters last
week. We’re at those limits.

Kerry’s warning came after Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
balked at releasing Palestinian prisoners
because, he said, the Palestinians hadn’t
agreed to extend the negotiation deadline 
past the end of this month.

And after the Palestinians moved to join
15 international conventions and agree-
ments, defying Israel and the U.S.

And after the U.S. foolishly floated the
possibility of releasing convicted spy Jona-
than Pollard in a transparently desperate 
bid to keep the Israelis at the table.

Last week, Kerry said the peace process
needs a “reality check.” We’d say it also
needs the U.S. to substitute tough love for
denial of the obvious. What would happen
if Kerry told the Israelis and Palestinians,
Call us when you’re ready to make the se-
rious compromises necessary for a deal.
Otherwise, we have pressing issues else-
where in the world.

Secretary Kerry, let’s say exactly that.
Everyone knows the broad outlines of a

deal — the necessary land swaps and se-
curity arrangements. And everyone knows 
the formidable obstacles. The Palestinians 
have failed to unite behind a single political 
banner, with Fatah and Hamas jockeying
for advantage. Hamas terrorists rule Gaza
and could veto a peace deal with violence.

The U.S. may find a way to hold the par-
ties at the table beyond the latest deadline. 
But that just means another deadline will 
arise ... likely to be broken. The U.S can’t
broker a peace deal absent strong motiva-
tion from both sides to surmount formida-
ble, historic hurdles.

The U.S. has devoted enough energy to
trying, at least for now. Whether it’s a quest
for peace in the region, or for history’s
warm smile, or for ultimate credibility as
diplomats, American presidents and secre-
taries of state have been mesmerized, and
ultimately disappointed, reaching for this
elusive goal. Time to step back. 

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates.

What newspapers
are saying at home

MOLLY RILEY/AP

Senate Intelligence Committee Chair Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif. speaks after a 
closed-door meeting on Capitol Hill in Washington  on April 3  as the panel voted to ap-
prove declassifying part of a secret report on Bush-era CIA interrogations of terrorism 
suspects .
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VOLVO, V40, 2001 $2000.00,
wagon. Second owner. Summer
a n d  w i n t e r  t i r e s .
LJIGGY1977@YAHOO.COM

Queen Sleeper Sofa $50.00
Sleeper sofa slightly worn.
0 0 3 5 2  2 6 3 6 1 8 8 3
cahilldd@yahoo.com

Rex 125cc, Roller, 2013
$999.00 Purchased new July
2013, only 300 km. warranty
until July 2015. scottdude71@h
otmail.com

** Come Visit Garmisch**
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Nth of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
36eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst,

dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

Classic European Furniture
Cash Discounts & 0% Lay Away
Visit: www.romanticfurniture.de

Call: (09721) 477-0070

Dodge, Charger Rallye, 2011
$20000.00 292 HP 3.6 L V6
Automatic 21800 Mile Factory
Warranty NADA Value $23,525
Priced below Trade-In Accepting
Reasonable Offers Power Ev-
erything, Sports suspension. Al-
pine stereo, cockpit mounted
controls, 20" Wheels, Summer
a n d  W i n t e r  T i r e s
0160-981-86175 david.dollins@
gmail.com

Travel 1000
Land Rover, Range Rover
Evoque, 2013 $41000.00 in
maritus blue with black leather
interior. Bought new in July
2013 has about 7000KM and it
in excellent condition. This has
the 190 hp diesel engine mated
to a 6spd manual. Why this
combination is not imported in to
the US is beyond me. Gets
about 40mpg on the Bahn.
Email for more details at
jlwolff911@hotmail.com

HARLEY DAVIDSON, SUPER
GLIDE CUSTOM, 2012, In
excellent condition. Comes with
saddlebags, new Arlen Ness
grips and 8 inch handlebars.
$11,700. OBO. Contact
cat21100yahoo.com for pics.
Based in Spangdahlem, Germa-
ny. 032212284768

Person to Person 800

Chrysler, Dodge Grand Cara-
van SE, 2009 $12.49 Recently
passed inspection! Owned and
maintained by one family. - 7
seats Stow and Go - Back up
Camera - DVD player with Rear
Entertainment Center - Dual
Sliding Doors - Navigation Sys-
tem - Automatic Transmission -
Cloth Seats - Keyless entry -
Power Windows, locks, mirrors -
ABS Brakes- Cruise control -
Front, Side and Curtain Airbags
- AM FM Radio with CD Player
with MP3 and AUX - Hard Drive
(HDD) for storing music - 16"
Alloy Wheels - Steering Wheel
with touch control - Engine 3.3L
V6 0151-2606-7460, onassisro
mero@yahoo.com

Volkswagen VW, Passat, 2007,
Great running US Specs, 71735
miles, 2.0 T 4-cylinder engine,
200 HP, manual transmission, 6
CD changer, automatic AC-
climate control, leather interior,
seat heat, power seats, power
windows, sunroof, brand new
brakes, comes with set of winter
tires, alloy wheels, all mainte-
nance services done and up to
date, registration current! $9,400
OBO Please contact me by
email perry.k.doegah@us.army
.mil or cell phone 0162-2566765

Harley Davidson, Road Glide
Ultra, 2011 $21500.00 Ready
for summer riding season. US
Spec, 103cu inch EFI, 6speed
trans, ABS, CD player, pre-
wired for microphone, cruise
control, fixed fearing, factory
custom paint-Merlot Sunglow.
Service completed by HD certi-
fied dealer. porkchopbayern@g
mail.com

Spacious town home
in Mantel, 195 sqm, 10 min to
Graf and 20 min to Vilseck, 5
bedrooms, 2 full bathrms, plus a
powder room for guests, walk-in
pantry. balcony and patio lead-
ing to small backyard, built-in
kitchen, two parking spaces,
1000- Eur/mo (utilities not inclu-
ded), If interested, call

09605-924352 or
0176-93571466 after 6:00 pm.

BMW, X6, 2011 $51000.00 x
Drive 35i. Black Sapphire Metal-
lic. Beige interior. MSRP
$72,000. Under 5,000.00 miles.
numerous packages including
new snow tires. Price is
$51,000. Call Sam at
01757005558.

Toyota, Tacoma Pre-Runner
SR5, 2008 $21000.00 Pre-
Runner SR5 package,41k miles.
Excellent condition. A&E cold air
intake, Pioneer touch screen
DVD player, 12'' MTX sub, Bed
liner, Leather bed cover, Air
Conditioning, Cruise control,
Cup holders, Power locks, Pow-
er mirrors, Running boards,
Hood protector, 3'' Rev-Tech lift,
17'' alloy Moto Metal wheels, 33''
Cooper STT tires, Tinted win-
dows, Westin bull bar with
Westin off road lights, custom
Tacoma set covers, LED tail
lights, LED brake light, plus all
factory parts. stephen.parker20
06@gmail.com

Char-Broil Gas Grill for Sale
$75.00 model 463720112 gas
grill with 8,000 BTU side burner.
Has new 35,000 BTU main
burner unit, grate and heat tent.
Comes with extra replacement
grate and heat tent. Electric
igniter is missing. Cash and
carry only. Wiesbaden area.
afh_1974@yahoo.com

Volkswagen , Passat SEL,
2012 $24795.00 Top of the Line
Passat SEL with V-6. Has all the
bells and whistles. US Spec with
extended warranty. only 15,000
miles. Sunroof, 6 sp auto, Call
0 1 5 2 0 - 5 7 7 - 4 3 7 3 ,
candrean@verizon.net

Land rover , 110 Defender,
2009 $27500.00, German spec
with Ford common rail diesel 2.4
engine with 6spd manual. This
is a seven seater and for a
Defender is speced out with AC
and heated seats. It has been
near bullet proof in reliability
with 67,000Km. I bought the
Defender new in Dec 20008. All
service up to date and per-
formed by Fuhrmeister in Mainz.
FWIW, the Defender will end
civilian production in 2015.
Email for more info jlwolff911
hotmail.com

House Unfurnished 878

(DIESEL) Kia, Cee'd_SW
Sports Wagon (42 MPG!!!),
2007 $7400.00 DIESEL
(42MPG comb.) 5400 Euros (or
best offer) Factory Navigation
German Spec 5-speed manual
Hands-free, Bluetooth SD Card
Reader iPod & iPhone connec-
tor DVD CD mp3 Player 32GB
HDD AC ISOFIX (Latch) 601⁄20
fold-flat rear seats Dealer main-
tained (Kia) 7 year guarantee)
Built in Europe Recently serv-
iced New brakes, rotors, clutch
master & slave cylinders Ex-
tremely reliable drove it every-
where in Europe. Great family
car. We are selling it to make
room for a minivan (3rd child on
the way) 0162 242 3057
edkim33@yahoo.com

HARLEY DAVIDSON, ROAD
GLIDE, 2002 $10500.00 JUST
SHIPPED FROM MIAMI,
BLACK STOCK HD ROAD
GLIDE, PERFECT,,ALWAYS
GARAGED, NEVER DROP-
PED, NEW TIRES, BATTERY!
MUST SEE! 061446621
barrio73@yahoo.com

Trucks 174

BMW, 523i, 1999 $5700.00
6cyl, 5sp, Heated Leather
Seats, 6 disk CD changer, and
32 MPG! NEW: Tires, Brakes,
suspension, drives like brand
new! Call: 0174-925-6999

Furniture/Appliances 511
Metal Outdoor Dog Kennel
$200.00 Large metal dog kennel
and dog house. Gate and roof.
Comes apart for moving and is
expandable. 00352 26361883
cahilldd@yahoo.com

Pet Accessories 822
BMW, 318i, 1993 $425.00. It
runs but needs some work and
bodywork. If you are a hobbyist
or Mechanic and want a project
for fun or resale this is for you.
ss2day@gmail.com

Tacima Transformer 2000 Watts
$85.00 Selling a Tacima Trans-
former 2000 Watts Model num-
b e r  S C  5 5 6 5 .
ss2day@gmail.com

Ducati, Monster,  2001
$7500.00 Ducati Performance
50MM Spaghetti Exhaust (High
Mount) Termignonis with remov-
able DB Killer Ducati Perform-
ance ECU Power Commander
(Custom Map) BCM Filter Sili-
con Hoses Rizoma foot gear &
Mirrors and controlls ARB bars
Tons of Carbon Fiber Slipper
Clutch Very strong bike, quick
harloww@hotmail.com

Corvette Coupe, Commemora-
tive Ed., 2004 $28500.00 U.S,
Spec. Exc. Cond. LeMans Blue,
New Michelin Pilot Sport Run
Flat Tires, Leather, 4 spd Auto,

Comfort Access, A
, Cruise, Power Everything,
Security, Dual Airbags, Power
Seats-Memory, Moon RoofTar-
ga, HUD, Bose CD, Tilt, ABS,
Traction Contrl, Active Handling,
Dual Climate, New Battery,
S p o r t  E x h a u s t .
slutz2004@gmail.com

Panasonic Cordless Phone
$22.00 I am selling a Panasonic
Cordless Phone (European
Plug). ss2day@gmail.com

Toyota, Sienna XLE, 2000
$3200.00 Make an offer. Re-
cently passed inspection; En-
gine: 6-Cyl 3.0L, Automatic
Transmission, Mileage: 165K,
U.S. Specs, 4 Brand New
TIRES! Front Wheel Drive,
Cruise Control, AC, Moon Roof,
Tilt Wheel, Leather Seats, Pow-
er Steering, Power Windows &
Seat, AM FM Stereo, 6 CD
Changer, ABS, Tow Package,
Roof Rack, Alloy Wheels, Dual
Air Bags. KBB value is $3720
for 'fair condition'. Absolutely
mechanically sound and in
excellent running condition.
Phone: 017031⁄460446

Honda, Element,  2007
$11000.00 Upgraded stereo
components, JL Audio Stealth-
box subwoofer, Polk Audio
900W Amp, Polk Audio Marine
Car Audio Speakers (front &
rear) 165W, Tsunami Cap Lite-
wave Series, Pioneer DVD head
unit, Blue Tooth access. OEM
Honda Foglights, Interior Bike
Attachment, allows your bike to
stand upright with the fork
locked down, SS Chrome Run-
ning Boards, New Chrome Grill,
New Rear Spoiler, Set of
Bridgestone Snow Tires with Alu
Rims, Surfboard Attachment for
roof rack, and much more.
E x c e l l e n t  C o n d i t i o n .
0151-588-14271 newrobbi@ear
thlink.net

BMW, 135i, 2008 $20750.00
300HP Twin Turbo 3.0L 6-Cyl
Engine, 6 Sp Man Trans, US
Spec, Original Owner, All Svcs
by BMW, Xtra All Season Tires,
Options: Sedona Red & Black
Int,, Premium Sound, IPOD USB
Conn, Sport Pkg with Pwr
Seats, Active Steering, Comfort
Access. 061194118572

Jeep, Grand Cherokee, 1995
$2500.00 They don't make them
like this anymore. This time-
tested tank of solid steel and
sex appeal could turn heads on
and off the autobahn with you in
the driver's seat! With a mileage
of 165,000, she sports a new
engine with just over 50,000
miles. Also has new brakes,
automatic transmission, and 4-
wheel drive components.
Passed inspection just last
week. US specs? Yep. Steady
roar like a lion? You betcha.
Need to worry about pesky little
nicks? No way. Intermittently
working tape player? Included!
49-951-5191291

Home Electronics 570

Sport Utility Vehicle 172
TREK 1000 Road Bike $500.00
54 CM TREK 1000 Road Bike,
lightly used. Recently completed
a full tune-up at the WAAF
Outdoor Rec and has a new
back rim, two new tubes,
Shimano clip-ins, and a full
install of Shimano SORA gears
($350 value alone). Bike will
come with a spare parts bag, a
repair multi-tool, a digital sped-
ometer & odometer, a bike
pump, a 54-62cm Specialized
bike helmet, and a pair of size
10 clip-in riding shoes.
015146647812 mgray502512@
yahoo.com

Tramag 75 Watt Transformer.
$15.00 Selling a Tramag 75
W a t t  T r a n s f o r m e r .
ss2day@gmail.com

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

Corvette Coupe, 2004 Com-
memorative Ed., only 25,500
miles. U.S, Spec. Exc. Cond.
LeMans Blue, New Michelin
Pilot Sport Run Flat Tires,
Leather, 4 spd Auto, Comfort
Access, Air conditioner, Cruise,
Power Everything, Security, Du-
al Airbags, Power Seats-
Memory, Moon RoofTarga,
HUD, Bose CD, Tilt, ABS,
Traction Contrl, Active Handling,
Dual Climate, New Battery,
Sport Exhaust. $28,500. Write
f o r  m o r e  p i c s -
slutz2004@gmail.com

Sporting Goods 980
Suzuki, Esteem, 2000 $600.00
Four cycliner, four door auto-
matic. Has 129,800 miles. Radio
with CD player. Newer all
weather tires and newer battery.
Runs good but had some
external blemishes. Dark blue.
Wiling to consider best offer. We
are selling because it has
American specs and we are
losing our IDs. 06258-51692 or
tdullmaier@yahoo.com

Home Electronics 570

CycleShell, Motorcycle Enclo-
sure, 2013 $400.00 Bike owners
in Germany..this waterproof en-
closure totally protects our "toys"
from the rain and snow. CYCLE-
SHELL is a full enclosure
designed for motorcycle protec-
tion and storage. No assembly
and collapsible to five inches
thick, your bike is parked on a
hard platform off of the ground
and completely sealed. CYCLE-
SHELL thoroughly protects a
motorcycle against damaging
exposure to sun, rain, snow,
d u s t . . .  i P h o n e T e x t :
0175-251-7575 or email:
redleg89@me.com $400BO
0 1 7 5 - 2 5 1 - 6 9 5 7
redleg89@me.com

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Honda, Civic, 2005 $4995.00
Silver 2005 Honda Civic Coupe
VP, approximately 98,000 miles.
Some cosmetic scrapes. In
perfect mechanical condition.
Uses synthetic oil. Installed a
Sony MP3 USB and CD Radio
that comes with a remote. Dark
grey&black interior. New brake
pads installed AUG 2013, New
all season tires installed Winter
2012, New floor mats Winter
2013. Manual locks and Win-
dows, Automatic transmission.
More pictures on request. Clean
title. I was the second owner. 2
year registration qualified.
01724694351

PCS Sale $100.00 Four Sum-
mer Tires, Goodyear Eagle
P195 60Hr15 Fit Prius abd other
cars. Used about 8000 miles
$100.00 obo 01520-577-4373
candrean@verizon.net

Patriot Military Automobiles
Pre-Owned Center

- We Buy Cars -
US Specifications

www.patriot-autos.net
"We are Patriots!"

LG Microwave for Sale $40.00
LG large capacity microwave for
sale. 220v. Cash and carry only.
Wiesbaden area. Contact with
q u e s t i o n s .
afh_1974@yahoo.com

Yamaha, R1, 2009 $7500.00 8K
HID lights Installed Integrated
Tail light (Dark Smoke) Side
Flush mount lights Dark Smoke
OEM R1 Windscreen Fender
Eliminator Very Fast and Strong
Bike I have all original OEM
lights for the side lights and rear
license plate mount. I have not
changed the exhaust on this
bike due to Germany strict law
on Db. levels. Please serious
buyers only! 015143141016 mu
hammadh81@hotmail.com

PCS Sale 780

Pontiac Fiero, Sport Coupe SE,
1985 $6000.00 V6 Engine, 2.8
liters, 4 speed transaxle,
111,605 miles. New brakes,
clutch, electrical (alternator, dis-
tributor, headlights and motor,
computer) - Car has been
garaged since purchase,(14
years) worked on as a hobby.
Runs great! 01712078784
kyoungcox@aol.com

Home Electronics 570Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

BMW, F650 GS, 2006 $4000.00
This is a great little commuter
bike. It's also just fun to ride on
weekends or for touring as well.
Light weight and very maneu-
verable. It has relatively low
mileage and comes with a
touring package. Reason for
selling is I just don't have time to
ride it. Bike is located in the
Sembach area. 063029815599
Tegoode@hotmail.com

GIBSON Lucille BB King Elec-
tric Guitar, 2011 $2700.00
NEAR MINT Condition. I am
selling because I am ETSing in
a few months and need $$.
Includes free hardshell custom
case. +32 484 11 6532
huntg01@gmail.com

Motorcycles 164
5port switch 10 100 $15.00 I am
selling Hama 5port switch 10
100. I have 2 but selling each for
$15 or together for $25.
ss2day@gmail.com

GTI500, Car roof Carrier, 1990
$60.00 Car roof carrier (GTI
500) suitable for all cars; for
extra luggage or skis; TUV
inspected; Thule mounting
pieces included. hasenbuhlerh
@yahoo.com

Honda, Accord EX, 1999
$2500.00, Great Mechanical
Condition. Passed Inspection 31
March 2014. Price: $2,500
(OBO) Make: Honda Model:
Accord Trim: 4dr Sedan EX
Engine: 4 Cylinder, VTEC, 2.3
Liter Trans: 5 Speed Manual
Fuel: Gasoline Color: White
Miles: 165,000 Location: Wies-
baden Area Additional Details:
Front Wheel Drive, 4-Wheel
Disc Brakes, 6 Speakers, Front
Bucket Seats, Front Cup hold-
ers, ABS brakes, AM&FM radio,
Air conditioning, Alloy wheels,
CD player, Driver door bin, Drive
andrew.christen@eu.dodea.edu

Musical Instruments740
Yamaha, Fazer 600, 2003
$2250.00 pcs back to states and
need to sell my Yamaha Fazer.
35700 kilometers. This bike has
a naked headlight conversion.
Has minor damage on right roll
bar from being dropped. other-
wise, it is in really great shape.
Has a brand new front michelin
pilot 3 tire. Includes outdoor
cover. Location- Garmisch. Mes-
sage for more details.
015226072206

Computers 360Automotive 140

OPEL, Vectra, 2001 $3500.00
2.2 TurboDiesel Station Wagon,
180,000Km, 5 Speed, Good
condition, 35-40 Mpg, New
Inspection (Mar 7), Complete
new AC system, brakes, fuel
tank, windshield, battery. Tint,

winter & summer tires w
ims, Good stereo with Bluetooth
& Ipod & USB connect. Well
maintained with recent service.
$3500 negot iable.  Cal l
0173-8241703

Alfa Romeo, MiTo, 2009
$7750.00 Great car for Italy and
Europe: low miles, great fuel
economy, Blaupunkt radio with
CD, sport package, sport seats,
leather steering wheel, 18" alloy
rims, very clean, no damage,
E u r o  s p e c s
alfa.mito@yahoo.com

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
for help with a drinking problem call

+49 (0) 1803 224 357 or visit
www.alcoholics-anonymous.eu

HARLEY DAVIDSON, ROAD
GLIDE, 2002 $10500.00 JUST
SHIPPED FROM MIAMI,
BLACK STOCK HD ROAD
GLIDE, ALWAYS GARAGED,
NEVER DROPPED, NEW
TIRES, BATTERY! MUST SEE!
0 6 1 4 4 6 6 2 1
barrio73@yahoo.com

Harley Davidson, Ultra Limited,
2011 $20000.00, Vivid Black,
Excellent condition, 7500 Miles,
Over $2,000 worth of upgrades
including Supertrapp Exh, Ce-
ramic Header, Stage 1 wK&N,
PC5, Hwy Pegs, and more. Call
0173-8241703 for more info.

Automotive 140Announcements 040 Autos for Sale
- Italy 144

Exciting Career in
Network Marketing!

Earn $2000 to $3000 a month.
We Train. More info Call Jay @

01522.353.0383
or visit

http:/jaysmoneymachine.com

Nissan Infiniti , G35x, 2006
$12000.00 Beautiful car in ex-
cellent condition dealer maintain
with records, and garage kept.
Black exterior, black leather
interior, Engine 3.5L V6 280 HP,
and fully loaded with every
option. 0172 6327869 samuelm
lawrence@gmail.com

English Teachers
Freelance / Part-Time

LANGUACOM
www.languacom.com

Requirements: Looking for
friendly, motivated, native pro-
fessionals with an academic
degree (Bachelor or Master).
German knowledge welcomed.
On-the-job training offered.
Location: Frankfurt & Stuttgart.
Please send us your resume

jobs@languacom.de or
call: 071159600-660

Jobs Offered 630Business
Opportunities 262

Mustang, GT Premium 5.0,
2013 $33000.00 Deep Impact
Blue with white Shelby stripes.
Black leather interior and fully
loaded. Perfect throughout but it
must go. 015251078101

Harley Davidson, FLHX Street
Glide, 2009 $17000.00 This is a
beautiful Black Pearl Street
Glide with many extras including
4 point docking station with
detachable sissy bar and Lug-
gage rack inspection good until
Aug 2015. So much fun to ride
especially on long trips very
comfortable. Very powerful
Screaming Eagle 103. Received
an oil change and a Harley
Dealership inspection every
spring. Call 061457098 Wiesba-
den area Clear Title. prefer ID
Card Holder 015738439984

VW Golf, GTI, 2009 $14.99 A
must see black Golf GTI ,
heated sport Recaro Seats,
Xenon Lights, Sun Roof, Power
Locks and Windows, Tinted
Windows, 6 gear Transmission,
Chip tuned (from 200 to 250 hp),
Subwoofer with Amp, Summer
tires with black and red alloy
rims, Winter Tires with steel
rims, Multifunctional Steering
Wheel, AC. This Car is very
clean and Garage kept.
0152-341-36001 Hs280567@g
ooglemail.com

Harley Davidson, Road Glide
Ultra (FLTRU), 2012 $22000.00
US spec; Big Blue Pearl;
cross-spoke wheels; 9,500 mi.
Excellent condition, always ga-
raged and adult ridden, no
issues at all. Over $6K in
upgrades (full V&H exhaust,
Dynojet Power Vision, 12" Wild
1 apes, monotubes, Mustang
seat with driver backrest, quick
detach tour-pak, and lots of
extra chrome!). Too much to list
here; send me a message for
additional details and pics. Pri-
vate sale and I have the Title in
hand. The bike is located in
Wiesbaden. 0151 275 18471

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Motorcycles 164

Mercedes, S-Class Large Lim-
ousine, 2005 $14500.00 Diesel,
quad-barrel (AMG) sport ex-
haust, Real Leather & Wood
Interior, Chrome, Power Windo
ws-Seats-Sunroof, 4 Rial Per-
formance Rims (245 45 18) +
orig MB Rims & set of snow
tires, Command Center (orig) +
$1k 7" Media-Receiver (CD
DVD, DVB-T, BlueTooth, Nav,
Remote), Dash-Computer, auto
foldaway mirrors, auto premium
lights & wipers, new windshield
& tires, Air Suspension with diff
driving modes, ESP, park sen-
sors, Multi-AC. Reg maintained,
excellent condition. Easy
160MPH Books out more than
$20k 01602076899

Ford, Ranger XLT 2WD, 2008
$6900.00 6 years young very
well maintained vehicle, excel-
lent for every day needs. Boast
great gas mileage of 27 MPG
highway. Great dependable
truck that is in good condition.
AC; AM&FM CD MP3; Sliding
glass rear window; Bed liner; 5
speed; 2WD 6Foot Bed; Excel-
lent Pirelli Tires; Recent Oil
Change, Brakes replaced a year
ago; Excellent Maintenance Re-
cords using synthetic fluids.
93000 miles, 80% highway.
0 1 5 1 2 2 6 4 3 9 4 2
crewsl64@yahoo.com

Autos for Sale
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Ford, Escape XLT FWD Sport,
2011 $17000.00 Very good
condition - 1 owner. Color Black
w/ Charcoal Black interior. Sun
Roof w/inside closure. Premium
Black wheels and Sports pack-
age. Priced to sell at 17k -
FIRM! Kelly Blue Book Prices:
Excellent = 18,957 Very Good =
18,457 Good = 17,900
010-2619-5073

DAEWOO, DAEWOO MAGNUS
V6, 2003 $2600.00 2003 DA-
WOO MAGNUS V6 automatic.
PCSing to CONUS in early May
so need to sell soon. Minor
dings and scratches but other-
wise very dependable car to
drive in and around Seoul
Metropolitan Area. Air condition
works nicely in the summer and
heater runs great in the winter.
Call 723-6363 (day) and
01054468640 (night) to test
d r i v e .  7 2 3 - 6 3 6 3
anthony.h.choi.milmail.mil

2011 Cardio Schwinn 860
Treadmill $1000.00 Paid
1330.00 new 010-2619-5073

Custom Road Bike w/Internal
Geared Hub $3000.00 Speed-
hound Bikes "The One" Custom
Frame Size 56cm (5'8" - 6')
Shimano Alfine Internal Geared
Hub 8 Speed Shimano Alfine
Group (Crank, Hydraulic Brakes,
Shifters) Gates Centertrack Belt
Drive w/Carbon Fiber Belt Ritch-
ey Speedmax Cross Tires
(35mm) & Continental Gatorskin
Road Tires (28mm) Cane Creek
Thudbuster ST Seat Post Axiom
Streamliner Pro rear pannier
rack w/ Ortlieb Back Roller Plus
Panniers Pitlock security for
wheels and headset 730-1026
myrkba@yahoo.com

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Sporting Goods 980Bicycles 220

2011 Sony Bravia 3D HDTV 55
(54.6'') $1500.00 Like Brand
New 010-2619-5073

2011 BOSE Lifestyle V25
$1500.00 Awesome system!
010-2619-5073

Jeep, Cherokee Laredo, 2012
$26500.00 Great condition, ga-
rage kept and less than 2 years
old. Asking under blue book
value. Vehicle has extended
warranty. Contact for more
details. 01026884747

2009 JVC 52'' HD LCD $500.00
Like new and used seldom since
2011 010-2619-5073

Ford, E350XLT Super Duty
Conversion VAN, 2008
$19000.00 Rocky Ridge Con-
version VAN 7 Passenger, Like
Brand New, V-8/5.4L All Leath-
er, Deluxe Wood Interior Power
Door-Locks Windows Mirrors
Captain's Chairs, Dual Front &
Rear AC & Heat 19 inch LCD
TV with DVD player JVC Stereo
w Bluetooth Ph and iPod
docking 3D Navi with traffic
condition, Rear view camera w
backup sensors, HD BlackBox
Wireless headsets, PS2 Game
console, Philips LED DRL, Third
row seat can be a flat bed Can
drive on highway BUS lane, 20
in Chrome Wheels, $19000
O B O  0 1 0 - 9 9 2 4 - 8 3 3 2
010-9924-8332

Home Electronics 570

Nissan, Cube, 2002 $1500.00
Located at Yokosuka navy Base
Make: Nissan cube, white Year:
2002 MILEAGE: 114K km
SELLING FOR: $1,500 JCI
insurance Expire: 2/17/2015
Japanese Inspection Due:
1/10/2015 Base Inspection Due:
1/10/2015 Last Oil Change and
Safety inspection: 12/12/13
NOTE: o ETC card reader
installed o Drives great! Used to
commute between Yokohama,
Yokosuka and Camp Zama o
power windows, AC and heater,
o NON-SMOKING o Pet free
080-9191-9816 daisy2406@hot
mail.com

Jeep, Cherokee Laredo, 2012
$26500.00 Great condition, ga-
rage kept and less than 2 years
old. Asking under blue book
value. Vehicle has extended
warranty. Contact for more
details. 01026884747

2011 Bedroom set Queen
Sleigh Style Bed w/mattress
$700.00 Very good condition
010-2619-5073

Autos for Sale
- Japan 146

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Furniture 510Announcements 040 Jobs Offered 630Autos for Sale
- Korea 148
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SCOREBOARD

Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules.
myafn.net

Sports 
on AFN

College basketball

USA Today Men’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in the final USA Today 

men’s college basketball poll, with first-
place votes in parentheses, final 2013-14 
records, points based on 25 points for a 
first-place vote through one point for a 
25th-place vote and previous ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
 1. UConn (30) 32-8 791 19
 2. Kentucky (1) 29-11 759 22
 3. Florida 36-3 735 1
 4. Wisconsin 30-8 704 15
 5. Arizona 33-5 637 5
 6. Michigan 28-9 594 8
 7. Wichita State (1) 35-1 583 2
 8. Michigan State 29-9 553 13
 9. Louisville 31-6 545 3
10. Virginia 30-7 539 4
11. Iowa State 28-8 457 9
12. San Diego State 31-5 453 11
13. Villanova 29-5 367 7
14. Kansas 25-10 341 10
15. UCLA 28-9 297 23
16. Duke 26-9 276 6
17. Syracuse 28-6 263 12
18. Baylor 26-12 246 —
18. Dayton 26-11 246 —
20. Creighton 27-8 190 16
21. North Carolina 24-10 156 18
22. Cincinnati 27-7 126 14
23. Tennessee 24-13 122 —
24. Stanford 23-13 104 —
25. Saint Louis 27-7 75 21

Others receiving votes: New Mexico 
50, Oklahoma 33, Memphis 23, Harvard 
21, Ohio State 21, Oregon 14, Texas 12, 
VCU 11, Gonzaga 10, Pittsburgh 10, Saint 
Joseph’s 9, Minnesota 7, SMU 7, Stephen 
F. Austin 7, Florida State 4, Clemson 1, 
North Dakota State 1. 

USA Today Women’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in the USA Today 

women’s college basketball poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, final 
records, points based on 25 points for a 
first-place vote through one point for a 
25th-place vote and previous ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
 1. Connecticut (32) 40-0 800 1
 2. Notre Dame 37-1 768 2
 3. Stanford 33-4 730 5
 4. Maryland 28-7 690 9
 5. Louisville 33-5 660 4
 6. Baylor 32-5 649 6
 7. North Carolina 27-10 568 13
 8. Tennessee 29-6 566 3
 9. South Carolina 29-5 543 8
10. Texas A&M 27-9 516 14
11. Kentucky 26-9 471 11
12. West Virginia 30-5 395 7
13. Duke 28-7 394 10
14. Penn State 24-8 360 15
15. Oklahoma State 25-9 335 18
16. DePaul 29-7 313 21
17. Nebraska 26-7 301 12
18. Brigham Young 28-7 203 NR
19. Purdue 22-9 194 19
20. California 22-10 152 22
21. N.C. State 25-8 145 17
22. Gonzaga 29-5 119 16
23. Michigan State 23-10 99 24
24. LSU 21-13 92 NR
25. Oregon State 24-11 57 NR

Others receiving votes: Iowa 53; James 
Madison 50; Texas 38; Arizona State 30; 
Syracuse 25; Middle Tennessee 19; Iowa 
State 11; St. John’s 9; Florida State 8; 
Florida Gulf Coast 7; Rutgers 7; Tennes-
see-Martin 6; Wichita State 5; Southern 
California 4; Florida 3; Dayton 2; South 
Florida 2; Bowling Green 1.

College hockey

NCAA Division I tournament
NORTHEAST REGIONAL

At Worcester, Mass.
First Round

Saturday, March 29
Boston College 6, Denver 2
UMass-Lowell 2, Minnesota State-

Mankato 1
Championship

Sunday, March 30
Boston College 4, UMass-Lowell 3

EAST REGIONAL
At Bridgeport, Conn.

First Round
Friday, March 28

Union (N.Y.) 5, Vermont 2
Providence 4, Quinnipiac 0

Championship
Saturday, March 29

Union (N.Y.) 3, Providence 1
MIDWEST REGIONAL

At Cincinnati
First Round

Friday, March 28
Ferris State 1, Colgate 0
North Dakota 5, Wisconsin 2

Championship
Saturday, March 29

North Dakota 2, Ferris State 1, 2OT
WEST REGIONAL
At St. Paul, Minn.

First Round
Saturday, March 29
Minnesota 7, Robert Morris 3
St. Cloud State 4, Notre Dame 3, OT

Championship
Sunday, March 30

Minnesota 4, St. Cloud State 0
FROZEN FOUR

At Philadelphia
Semifinals

Thursday, April 10
Boston College (28-7-4) vs. Union (N.Y.) 

(30-6-4)
North Dakota (25-13-3) vs. Minnesota

(27-6-6)
Championship

Saturday, April 12
Semifinal winners

College baseball

Wednesday’s scores
EAST

American International 8, St. Rose 2
Assumption 6, Stonehill 3
Bentley 6, Merrimack 5
Franklin Pierce 9, St. Anselm 2
Harvard 6, Boston College 5
Keene St. 8, W. New England 4
Mount St. Mary’s, Md. 3, Maryland 2
New Haven 8, Pace 0
S. Connecticut 6, Adelphi 0
S. New Hampshire 9-3, St. Michael’s 

2-2
Stevens Tech 4, Drew 2
Wentworth 2-10, Eastern Nazarene 0-

5
SOUTH

Austin Peay 5, Memphis 3
Belhaven 5, Tougaloo 2
Bellarmine 6-4, Kentucky Wesleyan 

4-0
Bridgewater (Va.) 8, Eastern Menno-

nite 4
Charlotte 5, Winthrop 2
Coastal Carolina 3, North Carolina 2, 

11 innings
East Carolina 7, NC State 0
E. Kentucky 9, N. Kentucky 6
ETSU 12, The Citadel 4
Elon 12, High Point 5
Georgia Tech 12, Savannah St. 1
Hampden-Sydney 12, Virginia Wes-

leyan 4
Lenoir-Rhyne 13, Winston-Salem St. 6
Limestone 8, Southern Wesleyan 7
Lipscomb 12, Tenn.-Martin 2
Marshall 2, Ohio 1
Miami 6, UCF 5
Mid-Continent 9-5, Brescia 5-4
Notre Dame 9, Michigan 1
Old Dominion 15, Wofford 2
Radford 14, James Madison 5
SC-Aiken 5, Catawba 4
Tennessee Tech 10, Middle Tennessee 

3
Tenn. Wesleyan 15, Lindsey Wilson 4, 

7 innings
Thiel 5, Waynesburg 2
Union (Ky.) 6, St. Catharine 3, 14 in-

nings
Virginia Tech 4, Longwood 1

SOUTHWEST
New Mexico 6, Stephen F. Austin 3
Texas Southern 3, Wiley 2

Deals

Wednesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
BOSTON RED SOX — Activated LHP 

Craig Breslow from the 15-day DL. Op-
tioned RHP Brandon Workman to Paw-
tucket.

CLEVELAND INDIANS — Optioned RHP 
Vinnie Pestano to Columbus (IL). Re-
called RHP Trevor Bauer and RHP Chen-
Chang Lee from Columbus.

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Activated 
RHP Louis Coleman from the 15-day DL. 
Recalled 2B Johnny Giavotella from Oma-
ha (PCL). Optioned LHP Donnie Joseph 
and RHP Aaron Brooks to Omaha.

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Placed OF 
Josh Hamilton on the 15-day DL. Recalled 
OF J.B. Shuck from Salt Lake (PCL).

MINNESOTA TWINS — Placed OF Os-
waldo Arcia on the 15-day DL, retroactive 
to April 5.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Optioned C 
Austin Romine to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre 
(IL). Recalled RHP Shane Greene from 
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Recalled LHP 
Lucas Luetge from Tacoma (PCL). Placed 
LHP James Paxton on the 15-day DL.

TEXAS RANGERS — Purchased the 
contract of INF Kevin Kouzmanoff from 
Round Rock (PCL).

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Recalled RHP 
Neil Wagner from Buffalo (IL). Optioned 
RHP Marcus Walden to Buffalo.

National League
ATLANTA BRAVES — Optioned RHP Pe-

dro Beato to Gwinnett (IL).
COLORADO ROCKIES — Recalled INF 

Josh Rutledge from Colorado Springs 
(PCL). Optioned RHP Wilton Lopez to 
Colorado Springs.

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Reinstated 
RHP Josh Beckett from the 15-day DL. 
Optioned RHP Jose Dominguez to Albu-
querque (PCL).

MIAMI MARLINS — Placed RHP Jacob 
Turner on the 15-day DL. Recalled RHP 
Arquimedes Caminero from New Orleans 
(PCL).

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS — Signed 
C Hilton Armstrong for the remainder of 
the season.  HOUSTON ROCK-
ETS — Recalled F Robert Covington and 
G Troy Daniels from Rio Grande Valley 
(NBADL).

FOOTBALL
National Football League

BOSTON BRUINS — Recalled F Ryan 
Spooner from Providence (AHL).

BUFFALO BILLS — Signed P Jake Dom-
browski.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Re-signed DT 
Colin Cole to a one-year contract.

NEW YORK JETS — Re-signed LB Gar-
rett McIntyre.

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS — Agreed to 
terms with OL Rich Ohrnberger on a one-
year contract.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

NEW YORK ISLANDERS — Recalled F Jo-
han Sundstrom from Bridgeport (AHL).

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Recalled 
G Kristers Gudlevskis from Syracuse 
(AHL).

VANCOUVER CANUCKS — Named 
Trevor Linden president of hockey op-
erations.

COLLEGE
 KANSAS — Announced freshman C 

Joel Embiid will enter the NBA Draft. 

Tennis

U.S. Men’s Clay Court
Championships

Wednesday
At River Oaks Country Club

Houston
Purse: $539,730 (WT250)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Santiago Giraldo, Colombia, def. Mat-
thew Ebden, Australia, 6-1, 6-2.

Juan Monaco (6), Argentina, def. Som-
dev Devvarman, India, 7-6 (4), 6-2.

Second Round
Sam Querrey, United States, def. Lley-

ton Hewitt (7), Australia, 6-3, 6-4.
Dustin Brown, Germany, def. John Is-

ner (1), United States, 6-4, 6-7 (7), 7-6 (4).
Doubles

First Round
Purav Raja and Divij Sharan, India, def. 

Santiago Gonzalez, Mexico, and Scott 
Lipsky (3), United States, 7-5, 6-2.

David Marrero and Fernando Verdas-
co (2), Spain, def. Jonathan Erlich and 
Michal Mertinak, Slovakia, 6-4, 6-2.

Austin Krajicek, United States and Mi-
chael Venu, New Zealand, def. Thiemo De 
Bakker and Melle Van Gemerden, Neth-
erlands, 6-3, 7-5.

Santiago Giraldo and Alejandro Gon-
zalez, Colombia, def. Mate Pavic, Croa-
tia, and John-Patrick Smith (4), Australia, 
7-6 (7), 6-4.

Benjamin Becker, Germany, and Ra-
meez Junaid, Australia def. Steve John-
son and Sam Querrey, United States, 7-6 
(1), 6-2.

Chris Guccione, Australia, and Lleyton 
Hewitt, Australia, def. Marin Draganja, 
Croatia, and Gero Kretschmer, Germany, 
6-4, 6-4.

Bob and Mike Bryan (1), United States, 
def. Matthew Ebden and Sam Groth, Aus-
tralia, 6-2, 3-6, 12-10. 

BNP Paribas Katowice Open
Wednesday
At Spodek

Katowice, Poland
Purse: $250,000 (Intl.)
Surface: Clay-Indoor

Singles
First Round

Magdalena Rybarikova (7), Slovakia, 
def. Claire Feuerstein, France, 6-2, 7-5.

Mirjana Lucic-Baroni, Croatia, def. Jo-
vana Jaksic, Serbia, 6-3, 6-4.

Second Round
Klara Koukalova (5), Czech Republic, 

def. Annika Beck, Germany, 4-6, 6-3, 6-1.
Shahar Peer, Israel, def. Tsvetana 

Pironkova (8), Bulgaria, 6-2, 6-1.
Carla Suarez Navarro (3), Spain, def. 

Alexandra Cadantu, Romania, 2-6, 6-4 6-
4.

Camila Giorgi, Italy, def. Roberta Vinci 
(2), Italy, 6-3, 6-7 (7), 6-0.

Doubles
First Round

Klara Koukalova, Czech Republic, and 
Monica Niculescu (1), Romania, def. Sha-
har Peer, Israel, and Silvia Soler-Espino-
sa, Spain, 5-7, 6-2, 10-8.

Klaudia Jans-Ignacik, Poland, and 
Raluca Olaru, Romania, def. Darija Jurak, 
Croatia, and Megan Moulton-Levy (2), 
United States, 6-4, 6-3.

Paula Kania, Poland, and Valeria So-
lovyeva, Russia, def. Sandra Klemen-
schits, Austria, and Andreja Klepac (3), 
Slovenia, 6-3, 1-6, 10-3.

Quarterfinals
Yuliya Beygelzimer and Olga Savchuk, 

Ukraine, def. Shuko Aoyama, Japan, and 

Renata Voracova (4), Czech Republic, 6-
4, 6-2. 

Grand Prix Hassan II
Wednesday

At Complexe Sportif al Amal
Casablanca, Morocco

Purse: $665,600 (WT250)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Aleksandr Nedovyesov, Kazakhstan, 
def. Robin Haase (7), Netherlands, 7-6 
(6), 6-4.

Guillermo Garcia-Lopez (8), Spain, 
def. Mikhail Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, 7-6 
(5), 7-6 (6).

Pablo Carreno Busta, Spain, def. To-
bias Kamke, Germany, 6-1, 6-2.

Jiri Vesely, Czech Republic, def. Leon-
ardo Mayer, Argentina, 6-4, 6-3.

Albert Montanes, Spain, def. Kenny De 
Schepper, France, 6-2, 6-3.

Second Round
Federico Delbonis (6), Argentina, def.

Filip Peliwo, Canada, 6-2, 6-7 (5), 6-4.
Victor Hanescu, Romania, def. Kevin

Anderson (1), South Africa, 6-4, 6-4.
Doubles

First Round
Colin Fleming and Jonathan Marray

(3), Britain, def. Guillermo Garcia-Lopez,
Spain, and Philipp Oswald, Austria, 6-2,
6-4.

Tomasz Bednarek, Poland, and Lukas
Dlouhy, Czech Republic, def. Christopher
Kas, Germany, and Julian Knowle, Aus-
tria, 6-3, 6-4.

Daniele Bracciali, Italy, and Federico
Delbonis, Argentina, def. Martin Fischer, 
Austria, and Rogier Wassen, Nether-
lands, 6-2, 6-3.

Quarterfinals
Jean-Julien Rojer, Netherlands, and 

Horia Tecau (1), Romania, def. Carlos
Berlocq and Leonardo Mayer, Argentina,
6-1, 6-1.

Jamie Murray, Britain, and John Peers
(2), Australia, def. Pablo Carreno Busta,
Spain, and Joao Sousa, Portugal, 6-4, 6-2. 

Claro Open Colsanitas
Wednesday

At Club Campestre el Rancho
Bogota, Colombia

Purse: $250,000 (Intl.)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Jelena Jankovic (1), Serbia, def. Mathil-
de Johansson, France, 7-5, 7-5.

Second Round
Chanelle Scheepers, South Africa, def. 

Alexandra Panova, Russia, 6-3, 6-2.
Lourdes Dominguez Lino (8), Spain,

def. Yuliana Lizarazo, Colombia, 6-2, 6-3.
Vania King (6), United States, def. Ma-

ria Irigoyen, Argentina, 6-4, 3-6, 6-0.
Mariana Duque-Marino, Colombia,

def. Irina Khromacheva, Russia, 6-2, 6-4.
Doubles

Quarterfinals
Lourdes Dominguez Lino, Spain, and 

Arantxa Parra Santonja (2), Spain, def.
Anastasia Grymalska, Italy, and Chris-
tina Shakovets, Germany, 6-2, 6-3.

Sharon Fichman, Canada, and Alexan-
dra Panova (4), Russia, def. Adriana Per-
ez, Venezuela, and Laura Pigossi, Brazil,
5-7, 6-3, 10-6.

Lara Arruabarrena, Spain, and Caro-
line Garcia, France, def. Irina-Camelia 
Begu, Romania, and Maria Irigoyen (3), 
Argentina, 6-3, 6-4.

Pro soccer

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L T Pts GF GA
Columbus 3 1 0 9 7 4
Toronto FC 3 1 0 9 5 4
Sporting Kansas City 2 1 2 8 5 4
Houston 2 2 0 6 7 6
Philadelphia 1 1 3 6 6 6
D.C. 1 2 1 4 4 6
New England 1 3 1 4 2 8
Chicago 0 1 4 4 8 9
New York 0 1 4 4 6 9
Montreal 0 3 2 2 5 9

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
FC Dallas 4 0 1 13 13 6
Real Salt Lake 2 0 3 9 8 4
Vancouver 2 1 2 8 8 5
Colorado 2 1 1 7 7 5
Seattle 2 2 1 7 9 8
Chivas USA 1 2 2 5 6 10
Los Angeles 1 1 1 4 4 2
Portland 0 2 3 3 7 10
San Jose 0 2 1 1 4 6

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Saturday, April 5
Portland 4, Seattle FC 4, tie
Montreal 2, New York 2, tie
Chicago 2, Philadelphia 2, tie
Toronto FC 2, Columbus 0
Colorado 2, Vancouver 1
D.C. United 2, New England 0
FC Dallas 4, Houston 1
Sporting Kansas City 0, Real Salt Lake 

0, tie
Sunday, April 6

Los Angeles 3, Chivas USA 0
Saturday’s games

Real Salt Lake at Philadelphia
Colorado at Toronto FC
Chicago at Montreal
Houston at New England
New York at D.C. United
Seattle FC at FC Dallas
Chivas USA at Portland
Vancouver at Los Angeles

Sunday’s game
Columbus at San Jose

AP sportlight
April 11

1936 — The Detroit Red Wings win the 
NHL Stanley Cup with a 3-1 victory over 
the Toronto Maple Leafs.

1965 — Jack Nicklaus shoots a record 
271 and wins the Masters golf tourna-
ment by nine strokes over Arnold Palmer 
and Gary Player.

1966 — Jack Nicklaus wins his third 
Masters and becomes the first to win in 
consecutive years as he shoots a 70 in 
an 18-hole playoff to beat Tommy Jacobs 
and Gay Brewer.

 1982 — Craig Stadler beats Dan Pohl 
in a sudden-death playoff to take the 
Masters.

1983 — Spain’s Seve Ballesteros wins 
the Masters by four shots over Tom Kite 
and Ben Crenshaw.

1989 — Ron Hextall scores his second 
career goal and becomes the first goalie 
to connect for a playoff goal, and the 
Philadelphia Flyers beat the Washington 
Capitals 8-5.

1993 — Bernhard Langer of Germany 
wraps up his second Masters title with 
a 20-foot eagle putt on No. 13. Langer 
posts a four-stroke win over Chip Beck 
with an 11-under 277 total.

2004 — Phil Mickelson’s agonizing 
pursuit of a major ends at the Masters 
when he makes an 18-foot birdie putt 
on the final hole, ending a spectacular 
back-nine duel with Ernie Els.

2007 — Roberto Luongo sets an NHL 
record for saves in a first career play-
off start, making 72 in Vancouver’s 5-4 
quadruple-overtime win over Dallas. The 
sixth-longest playoff game in NHL histo-
ry, ends on a goal by Henrik Sedin 18:06 
into the fourth overtime period.

2008 — Missouri’s Jacob Priday sets 
a Big 12 Conference record, hitting four 
home runs against Texas in a 31-12 rout. 
The senior goes 5-for-5, drives in nine 
runs and scores six times.

2010 — Phil Mickelson wins his third 
Masters title, shooting a 5-under 67 to 
pull away for a three-stroke win over Lee 
Westwood.

Boxing

Fight schedule
 April 12

At MGM Grand, Las Vegas, Timothy 
Bradley vs. Manny Pacquiao, 12, for 
Bradley’s WBO welterweight title; Ray-
mundo Beltran vs. Roman Martinez, 12, 
for the vacant WBO-NABF lightweight 
title; Khabib Allakhverdiev vs. Jessie 
Vargas, 12, for Allakhverdiev’s WBA-IBO 
junior welterweight title; Bryan Vasquez 
vs. Jose Felix Jr., 12, for the interim WBA 
World super featherweight title; Seanie 
Monaghan vs. Joe McCreedy, 10, for 
Monaghan’s WBC Continental Americas 
light heavyweight title.

April 14
At UIC Pavilion, Chicago, Ronny Rios 

vs. Andrew Cancio, 10, junior light-
weights.

April 18
At Turning Stone Resort & Casino, 

Verona, N.Y., “Boxcino” middleweight 
tournament semifinals: Vitalii Kopylenko 
vs. Willie Monroe Jr.; Brandon Adams vs. 
Raymond Gatica (8 rounds).

At Monroeville (Pa.) Convention Cen-
ter, Alexei Collado vs. Rod Salka, 10, 
lightweights.

At Illusions Theater, San Antonio, 
Alan Sanchez vs. Jorge Silva, 10, welter-
weights; Raul Martinez vs. Sergio Pera-
les, 10, lightweights.

April 19
At Manchester, England, Scott Quigg 

vs. Nehomar Cermeno, 12, for Quigg’s 
WBA World junior featherweight title.

At the D.C. Armory in Washington, 
D.C., Bernard Hopkins vs. Beibut Shu-
menov, 12, for the WBA Super World-IBF-
IBA light heavyweight titles; Peter Quillin 
vs. Lukas Konecny, 12, for Quillin’s WBO 
middleweight title; Shawn Porter vs. 
Paulie Malignaggi, 12, for Porter’s IBF 
welterweight title.

April 23
At Osaka, Japan, Shinsuke Yamanaka 

vs. Stephane Jamoye, 12, for Yamanaka’s 
WBC bantamweight title; Kiko Martinez 
vs. Hozumi Hasegawa, 12, for Martinez’s 
IBF junior featherweight title.

April 24
At Agua Caliente Casino, Rancho Mi-

rage, Calif., Josesito Lopez vs. Aaron 
Martinez, 10, light welterweights; Thom-
as Williams Jr. vs. Enrique Ornelas, 10, 
light heavyweights.

April 25
At Moscow, Russia, Richard Abril vs. 

Eduard Troyanovsky, 12, for Abril’s WBA 
World lightweight title; Denis Lebedev 
vs. Guillermo Jones, 12, for Lebedev’s 
WBA World cruiserweight title.

April 26
At Oberhausen, Germany, Wladimir 

Klitschko, vs. Alex Leapai, 12, for Klitsch-
ko’s IBF-WBO-IBO-WBA Super World 
heavyweight titles; Joseph Parker vs. 
Sherman Williams, 10, heavyweights.

At Sonora, Mexico, Juan Francisco 
Estrada vs. Richie Mepranum, 12, for Es-
trada’s WBA Super World-WBO flyweight 
titles.

At StubHub Center, Carson, Calif., 
Keith Thurman vs. Julio Diaz, 12, for 
Thurman’s interim WBA World welter-
weight title; Omar Figueroa Jr. vs. Jerry 
Belmontes, 12, for Figueroa’s WBC light-
weight title; Lucas Matthysse vs. John 
Molina, 12, junior Welterweights; Anto-
nio Orozco vs. Martin Honorio, 10, junior 
welterweights. 

Auto racing

Verizon IndyCar schedule
March 30 — Honda Grand Prix of St. 

Petersburg, Fla. (Will Power)
Apri 13 — Toyota Grand Prix of Long 

Beach, Calif.
Apri 26 — Honda Indy Grand Prix of 

Alabama, Birmingham, Ala.
May 10 — Grand Prix of Indianapolis
May 25 — Indianapolis 500
May 30 — Chevrolet Indy Duel (Race 

1)
June 1 — Chevrolet Indy Duel (Race 2)
June 7 — Firetsone 600, Fort Worth, 

Texas
June 28 — Grand Prix of Houston (Race 

1)
June 29 — Grand Prix of Houston (Race 

2)
July 6 — Pocono INDYCAR 500, Long 

Pond, Pa.
July 12 — Iowa Corn Indy 250, Newton, 

Iowa
July 19 — Honda Indy Toronto (Race 1)
July 20 — Honda Indy Toronto (Race 2)
Aug. 3 — Honda Indy 200 at Mid-Ohio, 

Lexington, Ohio
Aug. 17 — ABC Supply Wisconsin 250, 

West Allis, Wis.
Aug. 25 — GoPro Grand Prix of So-

noma, Calif.
Aug. 30 — MAVTV 500, Fontana, Calif.
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Around the track

SPRINT CUP

This week: Southern 500 at Dar-
lington, S.C.

TV: AFN-Xtra, 12:30 a.m. Sunday 
CET; 7:30 a.m. Monday JKT.

Track: Darlington Raceway (oval, 
1.366 miles).

Race distance: 501.3 miles, 367 
laps.

Last year: Matt Kenseth raced 
to the third of his career-high seven 
victories.

Last week: Joey Logano won the 
rain-delayed race at Texas on Monday, 
passing Jeff Gordon on the last lap in 
a green-white-checkered finish.

Fast fact: The record for the most 
races at the start of the season with-
out a repeat winner is 10 in 2000.

 Next race: Toyota Owners 400, 
April 26, Richmond International 
Raceway, Richmond, Va.

Online: www.nascar.com
— The Associated Press

Driver standings
 1. Jeff Gordon .......................... 259
 2. Matt Kenseth ....................... 255
 3. Carl Edwards ........................247
 4. Joey Logano ......................... 235
 5. Kyle Busch ............................231
 6. Jimmie Johnson ................... 228
 7. Dale Earnhardt Jr. ................. 228
 8. Brad Keselowski ....................218
 9. Brian Vickers ........................ 205
10. Paul Menard ........................ 203
11. Ryan Newman ..................... 202
12. Austin Dillon ........................ 202
13. Denny Hamlin .......................197
14. Tony Stewart ........................ 189
15. Greg Biffle ........................... 188
16. Kyle Larson ...........................187
17. Clint Bowyer ..........................187
18. Marcos Ambrose .................. 186
19. Kasey Kahne .........................178
20. AJ Allmendinger ....................173

AUTO RACING

NATIONWIDE SERIES

This week: VFW Sport Clips Help A 
Hero 200 at Darlington, S.C.

TV: AFN-Xtra, 2 a.m. Saturday CET; 
9 a.m. Saturday JKT.

Track: Darlington Raceway (oval, 
1.366 miles).

Race distance: 200.8 miles, 147 
laps.

Last year: Kyle Busch raced to the 
fifth of his 12 2013 series victories.

Last week: Chase Elliott won at 
Texas for his first series victory.

Online: www.nascar.com

CAMPING WORLD TRUCK

Next race: North Carolina Education 
Lottery 200, May 16, Charlotte Motor 
Speedway, Concord, N.C.

Last race: Defending series cham-
pion Matt Crafton won the rain-delayed 
race at Martinsville.

Online: www.nascar.com

NHRA MELLO YELLO 
DRAG RACING

This week: NHRA Four-Wide Na-
tionals at Concord, N.C.

TV: AFN-Atlantic, 2 a.m. Monday 
CET; 9 a.m. Monday JKT.

Track: zMAX Dragway.
Last year: Matt Hagan won Funny 

Car. Spencer Massey won Top Fuel, 
Mike Edwards in Pro Stock and Hector 
Arana Jr. in Pro Stock Motorcycle.

Last event: Alexis DeJoria won  
Funny Car in Las Vegas on March 30. 
Other winners were Erica Enders-Ste-
vens (Pro Stock) and Tony Schumacher 
(Top Fuel).

Online: www.nhra.com

VERIZON INDYCAR

This week: Grand Prix of Long Beach
at Long Beach, Calif.

TV: Delayed, AFN-Xtra, 5 a.m. Mon-
day CET; noon Monday JKT.

Track: Streets of Long Beach (street
course, 1.968 miles).

Race distance: 157.4 miles, 80 laps.
Last year: Takuma Sato became

the first Japanese winner in IndyCar
history.

Last race: Team Penske’s Will Power
opened the season with a victory in St.
Petersburg, Fla., on March 30.

 Online: www.indycar.com

FORMULA ONE

Next race: Chinese Grand Prix, April
20, Shanghai International Circuit,
Shanghai.

Last week: Lewis Hamilton won in
Bahrain for his second straight victory,
beating Mercedes teammate Nico Ros-
berg by a second.

Online: www.formula1.com

OTHER RACES

WORLD OF OUTLAWS
Sprint Car: Friday, Kings Speedway, 

Hanford, Calif.; Saturday, Perris Auto
Speedway, Perris, Calif. Late Model: Fri-
day, Duck River Raceway Park, Wheel, 
Tenn.; Saturday, Tazewell Speedway,
Tazewell, Tenn. Online: www.worldo-
foutlaws.com

TUDOR UNITED SPORTSCAR
CHAMPIONSHIP

Tequila Patron Sports Car Showcase
at Long Beach, Saturday, Streets of
Long Beach, Long Beach, Calif. Online:
www.imsa.com

Driver to watch

Jeff Gordon hasn’t won a race this season, 
but he’s quietly worked his way to the top of 
the Sprint Cup standings. His top finish so far 

was the second place he earned last week 
at Texas Motor Speedway, which put him 
four points ahead of Matt Kenseth in the 
standings.
Gordon has won seven times at Darlington 

Raceway — tops among active drivers — but 
hasn’t won there since 2007.

He’s also the leader in laps led among 
active drivers with 1,736 and 

fourth-best among all 
drivers.

BY JENNA FRYER

The Associated Press

As he chased Joey Loga-
no around Texas Motor 
Speedway, more than a 
few people wondered if 

Brad Keselowski was letting off 
the gas just a little bit to help his 
teammate to a win.

A flurry of late activity cleared 
Keselowski of any potential 
wrongdoing.

As Logano closed in on the white 
flag that would have wrapped up 
the win, a late caution sent the 
field to pit road. Keselowski was 
penalized for speeding — he was 
0.8 mph over in one of the zones 
on pit road — and it proved he was 
doing everything in his power to 
win Monday’s race.

“I definitely wasn’t (laying 
back),” Keselowski said. “I was 
105 percent, so that’s why got I a 
speeding penalty. I broke the rule 
the other way.”

NASCAR last September de-
manded drivers give 100 per-
cent at all times in a mandate to 
prevent them from aiding team-
mates. The penalty Keselowski 
had to serve contributed to his 
15th-place finish, and Logano 
went on to win his first race of the 
season.

“We’re in it for wins. We’re not 
in it for finishing second. Second 
or 15th is the same to us,” Kesel-
owski said. “I sped and ended up 

15th. It had to be really close. If 
it would have worked out, I might 
have been able to win the race 
from it. It’s just part of racing.”

Now no one can accuse Team 
Penske of playing unfairly, and 
both drivers have a clear con-
science as they prepare for the 
Chase for the Sprint Cup cham-
pionship. Keselowski got his win 
at Las Vegas in March, and under 
NASCAR’s new win-and-you’re-
in format, Team Penske should 
be assured of two spots in the 16-
driver Chase field. 

No VIP: Chase Elliott became 
the second youngest winner in 
Nationwide Series history at 
Texas Motor Speedway, then had 
to return home to Georgia to go 
back to school.

There was no special treatment 
for Elliott, who is wrapping up 
his senior year of high school at 
Kings Ridge Christian School in 
Atlanta.

“It was a typical Monday 
morning,” Elliott said. “Nobody 
likes Mondays, whether you’re in 
school or having to go to work.”

Ellliott, who won Friday night 
in his sixth career start, is rough-
ly four months older than Joey 
Logano was when he won his first 
career Nationwide race in 2008 at 
18 years, 21 days.

The victory officially an-
nounced the arrival of the son of 
1988 Cup champion Bill Elliott, 
who won the Most Popular Driver 

award a record 16 times before he 
removed his name from the bal-
lot. As Chase Elliott celebrated 
the win, six-time champion Jim-
mie Johnson visited him in Vic-
tory Lane. Kyle Busch and Kevin 
Harvick stopped by his car to 
offer congratulations, and Jeff 
Gordon, Brad Keselowski, Kasey 
Kahne and Denny Hamlin tweet-
ed to him.

“Those guys just taking a cou-
ple seconds to shake my hand 
along the way, that was one of the 
coolest things I’ve ever experi-
enced ever,” Elliott said. 

Andretti addition: Roger 
Griffiths, who recently left his 
position as technical director for 
Honda Performance Develop-
ment, has joined Andretti Au-
tosport as the new director of 
motorsport development.

Griffiths will work with all 
areas of Andretti racing compe-
tition, including the IndyCar Se-
ries, its ladder system, Formula E 
and Rallycross.

“I’m very excited to have Roger 
join the team,” said Andretti. “A 
man with his knowledge, talent 
and experience will be a huge 
addition for not just Andretti Au-
tosport, but also for (Rallycross) 
and Andretti Formula E.”

Griffiths has worked in many 
different series, including For-
mula 1, IndyCar, American Le 
Mans Series, European Le Mans 
Series and Super Touring Cars. 

Team Penske can look
toward Chase after win

RALPH LAUER/AP

Under NASCAR’s new system, Team Penske drivers Joey Logano, left, and Brad Keselowski have 
already qualified for the Chase for the Championship. This year, drivers who win a race automatically 
qualify for NASCAR’s playoff. Logano won Monday, while Keselowski won a race last month.

NASCAR notebook
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Howard’s play shouldn’t
give US reason to worry

Friday, April 11, 2014

SOCCER

BY BRETT MARTEL

The Associated Press

If Tim Howard maintains the standard he’s 
been setting in England, goalkeeping will be 
the least of the U.S. team’s worries during the 
World Cup.

Howard has 12 shutouts in 32 Premier League 
games for Everton this season following the Toffees’ 
3-0 victory over Arsenal last weekend, tied for third 
with Tottenham’s Hugo Lloris and trailing only 
Chelsea’s Petr Cech (15) and the Gunners’ Wojciech 
Szczesny (13).

Thanks to sound defending and strong ball pos-
session by Everton, Howard wasn’t particularly 
busy against the Gunners, but rose impressively to 
the challenges he faced.

It started in the first half with Lukas Podolski’s 
powerful, knuckling volley from the top of the 18-
yard box, which Howard pushed over the crossbar 
with a well-timed leap and outstretched arm. In 
the second half, Howard pounced off of his line to 
smother Olivier Giroud’s attempt to turn in a lose 
ball from 6 yards out.

Howard also got just enough of Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain’s 25-yard drive to send the ball de-
flecting off the crossbar.

Howard, who moved from mostly a backup role at 
Manchester United to a starting job at Everton for 
the 2006-07 season, delivered high compliments to 
his entire team in his post-game comments.

“That was certainly one of our signature perfor-
mances since I’ve been here at Everton,” Howard 
said. “The way we controlled the game, scored the 
goals and kept it clean at the back — I thought it was 
a brilliant performance.”

The victory lifted fifth-place Everton within a 
point of Arsenal for the Premier League’s fourth 
and final berth in next season’s Champions League.  

Elsewhere in England: Jozy Altidore, with just 
two goals in 35 games for Sunderland this season 
did not dress for Monday’s 5-1 loss at Tottenham but 
instead started for Sunderland’s under-21 team in 
a 3-0 win at the Stadium of Light. Altidore’s ninth-
minute shot following a high ball sailed just past the 
post.

Goals abroad: American forward Aron Johanns-
son is keeping up his prolific scoring pace with 

Dutch Eredivisie club AZ Alkmaar. Johanns-
son scored his 26th goal  on Sunday and 
added an assist in AZ’s 2-2 tie at 
Roda JC.

Meanwhile, U.S. midfielder 
Alejandro Bedoya scored 
his fifth goal for Nantes on 
a header in a Ligue 1 match 
against Monaco.  

Home front: Clint Dempsey 
is putting his ineffectual loan 
stint with Fulham behind him 
and producing goals en masse 
with Seattle early in the Major 
League Soccer season.

Dempsey had a hat trick on 
Saturday, including two late 
goals — one on a penalty kick 
— as the Sounders rallied from 
a two-goal deficit for a 4-4 tie at 
rival Portland. 

Midfielder Michael Bradley, 
whose sturdy and often clever 
midfield play has helped To-
ronto FC to a 3-1 start, also 
scored his first goal of the 
MLS season last weekend. 
He beat Columbus goalkeep-
er Steve Clark from a sharp 
angle in a 2-0 victory over 
the Crew.

Landon Donovan assisted 
on two goals in the Los An-
geles Galaxy’s 3-0 win over 
Chivas USA. The 32-year-
old attacker is expected 
to be among 30 players 
selected by U.S. coach 
Jurgen Klinsmann for 
his preliminary ros-
ter, which must be 
submitted to FIFA 
by May 13, the day 
before the Ameri-
cans open their 
training camp. Final 
23-man rosters are due 
by June 2. 

Goalkeeper Tim Howard, who 
plays in England’s Premier 
League when he’s not playing 
fo the U.S. national team, has 
12 shutouts in 32 games for 
Everton this season.
HECTOR GABINO, EL NUEVO HERALD/MCT

American among top goalkeepers in Premier League
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NBA

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
 W  L  Pct  GB
y-Indiana  54  25  .684  —
y-Miami  53  25  .679    ½
x-Toronto  46  32 .590   7½
x-Chicago  46  32  .590  7½
x-Brooklyn  43  35  .551  10½
x-Charlotte  40  38  .513  13½
x-Washington  40  38  .513 13½
Atlanta  35  43  .449 18½

New York  33  45  .423 20½
Cleveland  32  47  .405  22 
Detroit  29  50  .367 25 
Boston  23  55  .295  30½
Orlando  23  55  .295 30½
Philadelphia  17  61  .218 36½
Milwaukee  14  64  .179 39½

Western Conference
  W  L  Pct  GB
y-San Antonio  60  18  .769  —
y-Oklahoma City  57  21  .731   3 
y-L.A. Clippers  55  24  .696   5½
x-Houston  52  26  .667  8 
x-Portland  51  28  .646   9½
Golden State  48  29  .623 11½
Dallas  48  31  .608 12½
Phoenix  47  31  .603 13 

Memphis  46  32  .590 14 
Minnesota  39  39  .500 21 
Denver  34  44  .436 26 
New Orleans  32  46  .410 28 
Sacramento  27  52  .342  33½
L.A. Lakers  25  53  .321 35 
Utah  24  54  .308  36 

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division

 Wednesday’s games
Orlando 115, Brooklyn 111
Charlotte 94, Washington 88, OT
Cleveland 122, Detroit 100
Toronto 125, Philadelphia 114
Atlanta 105, Boston 97
Chicago 102, Minnesota 87
Indiana 104, Milwaukee 102
Memphis 107, Miami 102
Phoenix 94, New Orleans 88
Denver 123, Houston 116
Portland 100, Sacramento 99
Oklahoma City 107, L.A. Clippers 101

Thursday’s games
San Antonio at Dallas
Denver at Golden State

Friday’s games
Washington at Orlando
New York at Toronto
Atlanta at Brooklyn
Charlotte at Boston
Indiana at Miami
Detroit at Chicago
Houston at Minnesota
New Orleans at Oklahoma City
Philadelphia at Memphis
Cleveland at Milwaukee
Phoenix at San Antonio
Portland at Utah
Golden State at L.A. Lakers 

Saturday’s games
Sacramento at L.A. Clippers
Milwaukee at Washington
Philadelphia at Charlotte
Boston at Cleveland
Miami at Atlanta
New Orleans at Houston
Phoenix at Dallas
Utah at Denver

Calendar
April 16 — Last day of regular season.
April 19 — Playoffs begin.
May 20 — Draft lottery.
June 5 — NBA Finals begin.
June 16 — Draft early entry withdraw-

al deadline.
June 26 — NBA Draft.

TOM LYNN/AP

The Pacers’ Chris Copeland reacts after sinking the game-winning shot against the Bucks on Wednesday 
in Milwaukee. Indiana will face rival Miami on Friday with the inside track for a No. 1 seed up for grabs.

BY TIM REYNOLDS

The Associated Press

A look at where things stand 
in the NBA playoff picture, with 
seven days remaining in the reg-
ular season:

East update
Frank Vogel had a good 

Wednesday.
Indiana’s coach gave his start-

ers a day off, watched his back-
ups beat Milwaukee, and climbed 
back atop the Eastern Conference 
standings. Next stop: Miami, 
which lost at Memphis and is now 
a half-game behind the Pacers. 
The East rivals play Friday night 
in Miami with the winner getting 
the inside track to the No. 1 seed 
on that side of the bracket.

Toronto and Chicago stayed 
tied in the race for No. 3 with 
victories, Charlotte passed Wash-
ington for No. 6 by topping the 
Wizards, Cleveland was eliminat-
ed by Atlanta’s win over Boston, 
Brooklyn essentially locked itself 
into No. 5 with its loss at Orlan-
do, and New York’s chances got 
bleaker when the Hawks won.

West update
Oklahoma City and the Los An-

geles Clippers will almost certain-
ly enter the playoffs seeded No. 2 
and No. 3 in some order, meaning 
they’ll be on track to meet each 
other in the Western Conference 
semifinals. And the way those 
clubs went at each other Wednes-
day  served as a reminder that such 
a series could be outstanding.

The race for No. 4 got tighter, 
with Portland within 1 ½ games of 
Houston. The Trail Blazers held 
on at the buzzer to beat Sacramen-
to, while the Rockets lost to Den-
ver. Memphis bolstered its hopes 
of making the playoffs by beating 
 Miami, but the Grizzlies are still 
ninth — Phoenix remains a game 
up in the race for No. 8, thanks to 
its win over New Orleans.

Current bracket
First-round matchups if the 

season ended Wednesday ...
East: Indiana-Atlanta, Miami-

Washington, Toronto-Charlotte, 
Chicago-Brooklyn.

West: San Antonio-Phoenix, 
Oklahoma City-Dallas, Clippers-
Golden State, Houston-Portland. 

‘ It’s an empty feeling 
now that your chances 
are done. You think 
about things you could 
have done, you should 
have done. ’

Kyrie Irving
Cavs guard, after Cleveland was eliminated 

from postseason contention on Wednesday

AP

Good Wednesday 
for Vogel, Pacers 

Playoff update

 BY MARC NARDUCCI

The Philadelphia Inquirer

76ers center Nerlens Noel re-
flected Tuesday on his trying 
rookie season on the sideline, one 
that he says made him stronger.

In his first comments to Phila-
delphia-area reporters since 
Sept. 27, Noel discussed the frus-
tration of dealing with the knee 
injury that forced him to miss 
the season. He also talked about 
his progress since his surgery in 
March 2013 to repair a torn left 
anterior cruciate ligament.

“I am very encouraged,” Noel 
said after practice at the Phila-
delphia College of Osteopathic 
Medicine. “Through the past 
year since I had my injury, I have 
pushed myself through thick and 
thin and I had some struggles and 
I just stayed with it.”

The Sixers acquired Noel in a 
draft-day trade with the New Or-
leans Pelicans. He was the No. 6 
overall selection and many felt he 
would have been the top pick had 
he not been injured.

“I worked my butt off to get 
where I am at now and definitely 
feel confident I am at my best 
point and have increased my ver-
tical leap,” he said. “And I am just 
building up my body though this 
past year.”

Sixers coach Brett Brown said 
Noel’s work in practice remains 
limited.

“We really haven’t seen him 
participate in any full practice 
and most of it has been by de-
sign,” Brown said. “The times 
we have seen him in half-court or 

playing a lot of one-on-one, I have 
been on record as saying that his 
athleticism and all that type of
stuff is endless.”

The Sixers have only five games
left and while they won’t say Noel
won’t play at all, it doesn’t seem
likely to happen.

“I think the later it gets the 
more unlikely it is,” Brown said.

When Noel tweeted “4-4-14” 
last month, he said that was his
way of saying he wanted to play
in last Friday’s game in Boston on
April 4.

“It was definitely a goal of mine
to come back and be cleared by 
the Sixers by then and I was not,
so that is that,” he said.

Noel says he would still like
to see action this year, but un-
derstands why the Sixers have
taken a cautious approach to his 
comeback.

“Obviously I do want to play,”
he said. “The nights on the side-
line, I really want to get out there 
and show my ability to play ball 
and it’s been tough.”

“You see how driven and com-
petitive he is,” Brown said. “He is
a young man who hasn’t played in
a long time and he loves playing
and that is a priceless quality, to 
truly love the game.”

The Sixers are expected to
compete in at least one summer 
league and Noel says he can’t wait
to get into a game.

He also said there are no physi-
cal limitations.

“I am 100 percent,” he said.
“I have increased my vertical
leap over three inches since I got
hurt.” 

Noel, Philadelphia 
staying the course

MATT SLOCUM/AP

Sitting out his entire rookie season hasn’t been easy on the 76ers’ 
Nerlens Noel, who insists he is “100 percent” healthy. Philadelphia 
has taken a cautious approach to Noel’s comeback after undergoing 
surgery to repair his left ACL last March, however, and has no plans 
to rush him back to the court this season. 
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NHL
Scoreboard

 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
z-Boston 79 53 18 8 114 254 171
x-Montreal 80 45 27 8 98 214 202
x-Tampa Bay 79 43 27 9 95 232 211

Metropolitan Division
y-Pittsburgh 80 51 24 5 107 244 200
x-N.Y. Rangers 80 44 31 5 93 216 191
x-Philadelphia 79 41 29 9 91 225 222

Wild Card
x-Detroit 80 38 27 15 91 218 228
x-Columbus 80 42 31 7 91 226 211

Washington 79 36 30 13 85 226 237
New Jersey 79 34 29 16 84 191 201
Toronto 80 38 34 8 84 229 251
Ottawa 79 34 31 14 82 230 262
Carolina 79 34 34 11 79 197 219
N.Y. Islanders 79 31 37 11 73 216 262
Florida 80 28 44 8 64 190 263
Buffalo 79 21 49 9 51 152 238

Western Conference
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
x-St. Louis 79 52 20 7 111 246 181
x-Colorado 79 51 21 7 109 243 210
x-Chicago 80 46 19 15 107 262 209

Pacific Division
x-Anaheim 80 52 20 8 112 259 204
x-San Jose 80 49 22 9 107 241 197
x-Los Angeles 80 45 28 7 97 200 170

Wild Card
x-Minnesota 80 42 26 12 96 200 197
Dallas 80 39 30 11 89 231 226

Phoenix 79 36 28 15 87 212 225
Nashville 79 35 32 12 82 200 234
Vancouver 79 35 33 11 81 187 213
Winnipeg 80 35 35 10 80 220 233
Calgary 80 35 38 7 77 205 231
Edmonton 80 28 43 9 65 198 265

Note: Top three teams from each divi-
sion and the next two teams from each 
conference with the most points qualify 
for the playoffs. Two points are awarded 
for a win, one point for overtime loss.

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
z-clinched conference

Tuesday’s games
Minnesota 4, Boston 3, SO
Dallas 3, Nashville 2, SO
Detroit 4, Buffalo 2
Ottawa 4, N.Y. Islanders 1
N.Y. Rangers 4, Carolina 1
Columbus 4, Phoenix 3, OT
Tampa Bay 3, Toronto 0
Philadelphia 5, Florida 2
Washington 4, St. Louis 1
Colorado 4, Edmonton 1

Wednesday’s games
Pittsburgh 4, Detroit 3, SO
Calgary 4, Los Angeles 3, SO
Chicago 3, Montreal 2, OT
Columbus 3, Dallas 1
Anaheim 5, San Jose 2

Thursday’s games
Buffalo at N.Y. Rangers
Washington at Carolina
N.Y. Islanders at Montreal
New Jersey at Ottawa
Philadelphia at Tampa Bay
Toronto at Florida
Phoenix at Nashville
St. Louis at Minnesota
Boston at Winnipeg
Los Angeles at Edmonton
Colorado at Vancouver

Friday’s games
Chicago at Washington
Carolina at Detroit
Columbus at Tampa Bay
N.Y. Islanders at New Jersey
St. Louis at Dallas
Winnipeg at Calgary
Colorado at San Jose

Saturday’s games
Buffalo at Boston
Philadelphia at Pittsburgh
N.Y. Rangers at Montreal
Toronto at Ottawa
Columbus at Florida
Chicago at Nashville
San Jose at Phoenix
Vancouver at Edmonton
Anaheim at Los Angeles

Sunday’s Games
Detroit at St. Louis
Boston at New Jersey
Carolina at Philadelphia
Tampa Bay at Washington
N.Y. Islanders at Buffalo
Ottawa at Pittsburgh
Nashville at Minnesota
Colorado at Anaheim
Calgary at Vancouver
Dallas at Phoenix
End of reguar season

BY DAVE CAMPBELL

The Associated Press

The NHL has gone wild. 
Well, for the postseason 
format at least.

While the change, 
driven by division realignment, to 
the qualification and seeding sys-
tem was slight, the final week of 
the regular season has slanted a 
little differently than in the past.

Loosely following what other 
leagues — the NFL and MLB 
— have done for decades now, the 
NHL has added wild cards to the 
playoff pool. Postseason quali-
fication is the same in that eight 
teams from each conference are 
included, but it has led to essen-
tially two separate races. Com-
petition for the top three spots 
in each division is one, with the 
leftovers jockeying for two wild 
cards in each conference.

The Minnesota Wild locked up 
the first one in the West on Tues-
day, leaving the Dallas Stars and 
Phoenix Coyotes to scrap for the 
last spot.

Dallas lost 3-1 to Columbus on 
Wednesday night and leads idle 
Phoenix by two points. The Stars 
and Coyotes play on Sunday night 
to finish the regular season.

“Ideally, you’d probably like to 
have it wrapped up,” Stars defen-
seman Alex Goligoski said. “It’s 
good to have these intense games 
where you need to win and get 
points, and you need to play a cer-
tain way because that’s the way 
the playoffs are going to be. We’ve 
just got to keep grinding away.”

Detroit and Columbus both won 
on Wednesday to clinch the the 
Eastern Conference wild cards.

Also the Tampa Bay Lightning 
and the Montreal Canadiens are 
locked into a first-round playoff 
matchup.

The Red Wings sealed their 
spot by recording a point in a 4-
3 shootout loss at Pittsburgh. It’s 
the NHL-best 23rd consecutive 
playoff appearance for the Red 
Wings, who played much of the 
season without several key play-
ers due to injuries.

The Blue Jackets set a franchise 
record with 42 wins, beating the 
previous mark from their only 
other playoff season in 2008-09.

In the West, the Anaheim Ducks 
clinched their second straight Pa-
cific Division title with a 5-2 vic-
tory over the San Jose Sharks on 
Wednesday night.

The Sharks are locked into a 

Final playoff spot could come down to last game with new format

Stars, Coyotes race to wild finish

VERNON BRYANT, DALLAS MORNING NEWS/MCT

Dallas Stars goalie Kari Lehtonen, left, stops a shot from Phoenix Coyotes right wing Shane Doan during 
a Feb. 8 game in Dallas. The Stars and Coyotes meet in Glendale, Ariz., on Sunday in a game that could 
determine the final playoff qualifier under the NHL’s new wild-card playoff system.

first-round playoff rematch with 
the Los Angeles Kings, who elim-
inated them in a bruising seven-
game series in the second round 
last spring. The California rivals 
are meeting in the postseason for 
the third time in four years.

As has been the case for the 
past 35 years, the Stanley Cup 
playoff bracket will again include 
16 teams. But here’s the twist: The 
top three teams in each division 
make up the first 12 teams, with 
the remaining four spots filled by 
the next two highest finishers in 
each conference based on regu-
lar-season record regardless of 
division.

It is possible for one division in 
each conference to send five teams 
to the playoffs while the other 
sends just three, which will be the 
case if Dallas beats out Phoenix.

In the first round, the division 
winner with the best record in 
each conference will be matched 
against the wild-card team with 

the lesser record. The top wild-
card team will play the other di-
vision winner.

The teams finishing second and 
third in each division also will 
meet within the bracket headed 
by their respective division win-
ners. First-round winners within 
each bracket play one another in 
the second round to determine 
the four participants in the con-
ference finals.

Home-ice advantage through 
the first two rounds goes to the 
team that placed higher in the 
regular-season standings. In the 
conference finals and Stanley 
Cup finals, home-ice advantage 
goes to the team that had the bet-
ter regular-season record regard-
less of how the teams finished in 
their respective divisions.

Got all that?
“To be honest with you, I’m not 

sure I even fully understand it 
yet, either,” Blue Jackets defen-
seman Jack Johnson said. “You 

just have to make the playoffs. It
doesn’t matter who you play.”

Though the Wild became the
NHL’s first wild-card team, 
they would have benefited more 
from the old system. They have a
chance to finish with more points 
than West foe Los Angeles, but 
since the Kings will be third in 
the Pacific Division they’re guar-
anteed one of the top six slots.

Right wing Jason Pominville
acknowledged earlier this season
he was confused why the Wild
weren’t listed ahead of the Kings 
in the standings until the format 
was fully explained to him.

But the Wild weren’t about to
quibble.

“More importantly it’s about
getting in, and we like the way
we’ve been playing lately,” left
wing Zach Parise said.
Associated press writers Larry Lage in 
Detroit and Rusty Miller in Columbus, 
Ohio, and freelance writer Larry Bump 
in Dallas contributed to this report.
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 BY IAN HARRISON

The Associated Press

TORONTO — Major League 
Baseball’s  rule on home plate col-
lisions is causing some confusion.

Houston Astros manager Bo 
Porter had a telephone conversa-
tion Wednesday with Hall of Fame 
manager Tony La Russa, current-
ly a special assistant to baseball 
commissioner Bud Selig. Porter 
said La Russa told him the league 
intends to clarify its rule on block-
ing the plate, and how such calls 
are challenged and reviewed.

“My understanding is there 
will be a memo coming out that 
will bring some more clarity to 
it,” Porter said before the Astros 
played the Blue Jays on Wednes-

day night.
MLB spokesman Michael Te-

evan said he wasn’t aware of any 
plans for a new memo.

Porter telephoned La Russa 
after Astros outfielder L.J. Hoes 
was called out at the plate on an 
infield grounder in the eighth in-
ning of Tuesday’s 5-2 loss.

That made him the second man-
ager in four days to pick up the 
phone after a call at home plate.

On Saturday, Yankees manager 
Joe Girardi spoke to Joe Torre, 
an MLB executive vice president, 
over his concern there was “con-
fusion to the rule.” New York’s 
Francisco Cervelli was called out 
trying to score against Toronto, 
even though Blue Jays catcher 
Josh Thole was straddling the 

plate before receiving the ball.
“I believe this is going to be the 

toughest overall for (umpires) to 
get right all the time,” Girardi 
said after Saturday’s 4-0 loss to 
Toronto. “To me, it’s a vague in-
terpretation of what blocking 
home plate is and I think it needs 
to be in writing.”

In January, baseball adopted a 
new rule on plate collisions on an 
experimental basis for this year. 
Under the rule, catchers are pre-
vented from blocking a runner’s 
path to the plate unless they have 
possession of the ball.

“It’s a rule that was ... agreed 
to late, and I don’t know if every-
thing has been completely ironed 
out,” Girardi said Sunday. 

MLB

Astros’ Porter says clarification needed on plate-blocking
Collision rule confusion?

FROM BACK PAGE

Cruz, Ryan Braun and Jhonny 
Peralta each served hefty sus-
pensions in 2013 for violations of 
baseball’s drug agreement fol-
lowing the sport’s investigation of 
Biogenesis of America, a now-de-
funct rejuvenation clinic. At home 
games, it seems all is forgiven. On 
the road, opposing fans won’t let 
them forget.

Braun responded to jeering 
Philadelphia fans Tuesday by hit-
ting three homers and driving in 
seven runs.

“All I can do is focus on things I 
can control,” Braun said.

Aided by the support of his new 
teammates, Cruz easily made the 
transition into the next stage of 
his career after leaving the Texas 
Rangers for Baltimore.

“It was a hard decision. You 
had a chance to be in one place 
for a long time,” Cruz said. “But 
I made the right call. I’m happy 
I made it.”

Braun, who stayed with Mil-
waukee after a 65-game suspen-
sion, was cheered by Brewers fans 
at the home opener and jeered 
later that week in Boston. Peralta, 
now with St. Louis after serving a 
50-game suspension with Detroit, 
heard boos in Cincinnati and 
Pittsburgh before getting a warm 
reception from Cardinals fans in 
his home debut Monday.

“When we’re playing Cincinna-
ti and Pittsburgh, fans are going 
to talk no matter what,” Peralta 
said. “But I don’t try to pay atten-
tion to people when they say a lot 
of stuff. I try to play the game and 
try to forget about the past.”

That’s what’s great about base-
ball, Cruz said.

“What you do in the past is 
over, whether you have good or 
bad moments,” he said. 

On his way to hitting a major 
league-leading 53 home runs last 
year, Orioles first baseman Chris 

Davis openly crit-
icized those 
who use 

performance-enhancing drugs.
But he welcomed Cruz to Balti-
more and is one of his most vocal 
supporters.

“Obviously, when a guy tests
positive, you’re not happy about
it. But at the same time, there has
to be some point in time when we
forgive and move on,” Davis said. 
“The biggest thing to remember 
is: How did he handle it? Did he
try to run away from it? Or did
he stand up and say: ‘I’m going to
serve my suspension. I’m going to 
come back and rebound from it.’”

After explaining that he used a
banned substance to treat a gas-
trointestinal infection in 2012,
Cruz accepted the suspension
with the words, “I made an error
in judgment that I deeply regret,
and I accept full responsibility 
for that error.”

“They supported not only him,
but what he stands for,” Davis 
said. “The guy plays hard. He has 
a good time. He’s going to give
you everything he’s got. I think
the fans appreciate that, and
seeing them get behind him was 
pretty awesome.”

Cruz was cheered again when 
he homered in Baltimore’s sec-
ond game. He received no reac-
tion, positive or negative, during
the Orioles’ opening road series
in Detroit. 

Peralta was batting .074 
through Tuesday, but Cardinals 
fans are treating him as one of
their own.

“The fans here, they’re pretty
good with me,” he said. “What’s
happened is in the past and I’m
trying to put this away and trying
to focus on 2014.”

As with Cruz and the Orioles,
Peralta and the Cardinals made 
peace with his teammates soon
after his arrival.

“Everybody around here had
their conversations, and he had
the ones he needed to have around 
here,” St. Louis man-
ager Mike Matheny 

said. “After that, 
we just moved 

forward.” 

Fall: Drug policy violators 
finding home crowds more 
forgiving than those on road

PAUL BEATY/AP

Minnesota’s Josh Willingham, left, slides into home plate safely in front of Chicago White Sox catcher 
Tyler Flowers on Thursday. Some managers have complained about confusion over the implementation 
of baseball’s new rule against catchers blocking home plate. MLB intends to clarify the rule.

St. Louis 
Cardinals 
shortstop 
Jhonny Peralta.  
Gene J.Puskar /AP

American League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Toronto 5 4 .556 —
Tampa Bay 5 5 .500  A
Baltimore 4 5 .444 1
Boston 4 5 .444 1
New York 4 5 .444 1

Central Division
Detroit 5 2 .714 —
Cleveland 5 4 .556 1
Kansas City 4 4 .500 1A
Chicago 4 5 .444 2
Minnesota 3 5 .375 2A

West Division
Oakland 5 3 .625 —
Seattle 5 3 .625 —
Los Angeles 4 5 .444 1A
Texas 4 5 .444 1A
Houston 3 6 .333 2A

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Washington 6 2 .750 —
Atlanta 5 3 .625 1
Miami 5 4 .556 1A
New York 3 5 .375 3
Philadelphia 3 5 .375 3

Central Division
Milwaukee 6 2 .750 —
Pittsburgh 5 3 .625 1
St. Louis 5 4 .556 1A
Chicago 3 5 .375 3
Cincinnati 3 6 .333 3A

West Division
San Francisco 6 3 .667 —
Los Angeles 6 4 .600  A
Colorado 5 5 .500 1A
San Diego 3 6 .333 3
Arizona 3 8 .273 4

 Wednesday’s games
Oakland 7, Minnesota 4, 11 innings
Kansas City 7, Tampa Bay 3
Boston 4, Texas 2
Baltimore 5, N.Y. Yankees 4
Toronto 7, Houston 3
L.A. Angels 2, Seattle 0
Cleveland 2, San Diego 0, 1st game
Cincinnati 4, St. Louis 0
Colorado 10, Chicago White Sox 4
San Diego 2, Cleveland 1, 2nd game
Washington 10, Miami 7
Milwaukee 9, Philadelphia 4
Atlanta 4, N.Y. Mets 3
Chicago Cubs 7, Pittsburgh 5
Detroit 7, L.A. Dodgers 6, 10 innings
Arizona 7, San Francisco 3

Thursday’s games
Oakland at Minnesota
Boston at N.Y. Yankees
Houston at Toronto
Cleveland at Chicago White Sox
Pittsburgh at Chicago Cubs
Miami at Washington
Milwaukee at Philadelphia
N.Y. Mets at Atlanta
Arizona at San Francisco

Friday’s games
Boston (Lester 0-2) at N.Y. Yankees 

(Sabathia 1-1)
Toronto (McGowan 0-1) at Baltimore 

(B.Norris 0-1)
Houston (Feldman 2-0) at Texas (Dar-

vish 1-0)
Cleveland (Carrasco 0-1) at Chicago 

White Sox (Sale 2-0)
Kansas City (B.Chen 0-0) at Minne-

sota (Gibson 1-0)
Oakland (Milone 0-0) at Seattle 

(F.Hernandez 2-0)
Miami (Fernandez 2-0) at Philadel-

phia (Burnett 0-1)
Tampa Bay (Price 1-0) at Cincinnati 

(Cueto 0-1)
Washington (Roark 1-0) at Atlanta 

(Teheran 1-1)
Pittsburgh (Liriano 0-1) at Milwaukee 

(W.Peralta 0-0)
Chicago Cubs (Samardzija 0-1) at St. 

Louis (J.Kelly 1-0)
L.A. Dodgers (Ryu 1-1) at Arizona 

(McCarthy 0-1)
N.Y. Mets (Gee 0-0) at L.A. Angels 

(Skaggs 1-0)
Detroit (Porcello 1-0) at San Diego 

(Cashner 0-1)
Colorado (De La Rosa 0-1) at San 

Francisco (Bumgarner 1-0)
Saturday’s games

Boston at N.Y. Yankees
Cleveland at Chicago White Sox
Kansas City at Minnesota
Toronto at Baltimore
Houston at Texas
Tampa Bay at Cincinnati
Chicago Cubs at St. Louis
Colorado at San Francisco
Miami at Philadelphia
Pittsburgh at Milwaukee
Washington at Atlanta
L.A. Dodgers at Arizona
Detroit at San Diego
N.Y. Mets at L.A. Angels
Oakland at Seattle

Calendar
May 14-15 — Owners meetings, New 

York.
June 5 — Amateur draft.
July 15 — All-Star game, Minneapo-

lis.
July 18 — Deadline for amateur draft 

picks to sign.
July 27 — Hall of Fame inductions, 

Cooperstown, N.Y.

Scoreboard
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COLLEGE BASEBALL

BY DAVID BRANDT

The Associated Press

Kentucky’s A.J. Reed has beat-
en opponents with mammoth 
home runs. He’s also silenced 
them with a well-placed break-

ing ball.
The 6-foot-4, 235-pound left-hander is 

one of the few two-way stars in college 
baseball this season, hitting .373 with 
a Southeastern Conference-leading 12 
homers. On the mound, he has a 6-1 re-
cord and 1.93 ERA as the team’s Friday 
night pitcher.

Reed’s coach Gary Henderson said 
there’s one main reason there aren’t 
more two-way stars in the college game: 
It’s really hard to do.

Reed is one of just seven players in 
NCAA Division I who have hit a home 
run and earned the win on the mound 
in the same game this season. Reed and 
Pepperdine’s Aaron Brown are the only 
ones to do it twice.

“It’s all about finding ways to help us 
win,” Reed said. “I’ve been doing this 
for a few years now at the SEC level, 
and you learn a few things about it. 
You’ve got to take care of your 
body because it’s a long sea-
son. You’ve also got to learn 
to separate the two men-
tally and not let a bad 
at-bat carry over to 
the mound or vice 
versa.”

Two-way play-
ers have long 
been a part 
of the 
college 
game. 
Dave 
Win-
field 
— who 
starred at 
Minnesota in 
the early 1970s 
before a Hall of Fame 
career in the big leagues — is one 
of the most prominent examples. 
Winfield was actually drafted by 
four major professional leagues, 

but chose a career in baseball. 
The Southeastern Conference has had 

a few over the last few decades, including 
Florida’s Brad Wilkerson, Auburn’s Tim 
Hudson and Tennessee’s Todd Helton. 
All went on to have varying degrees of 
success in the major leagues. Hudson still 
pitches with the San Francisco Giants.

Auburn freshman Keegan Thompson 
could be the next Reed, though he’s hav-
ing much more success on the mound this 
season, with a 5-1 record and a team-
leading 1.71 ERA. He’s batting .227.

But two-way players remain fairly 
rare — especially those who have a 
big impact in the lineup and in 
the starting rotation.

The College Baseball Hall 
of Fame created the John Olerud 
Award in 2010 to honor the nation’s 
best two-way player. Olerud — who 
had more than 2,200 hits in a 
17-year MLB career — 
was a standout 
pitcher 

and hitter at Washington State in the late 
1980s.

Gonzaga’s Marco Gonzalez won the 
award last season. He was a 1st round 
draft pick by the St. Louis Cardinals as a 
left-handed pitcher in June.

Henderson said several players com-
ing out of high school want to pitch and 
hit, but when they realize how hard it is to 
do one of those things well at the college 

level — let alone both — it’s much 
easier to specialize.

“When you get to college 
baseball, there’s almost 
always some level of fail-
ure,” Henderson said. 
“Guys are trying to earn 
a spot in the starting 
lineup or a spot in the ro-
tation and when the other 

side of the game is 

destroy-
ing you men-

tally, it’s tough. 
It takes a lot of 
talent — a special 
player.”
Reed had some 

success pitching and 
hitting during his first 

two seasons, but has 
improved dramatically 

this spring.
Henderson said Reed 

made a big commitment to 
changing his body — drop-
ping about 25 pounds in the 

offseason — and now he’s 
better able to handle the 
grind of a 56-game regular 
season. Reed plays first 

base or is the designated 
hitter when he’s not 
pitching.

“It’s gratifying to 
see a guy take con-

trol of his body 
and his career 

and really turn into a special player,” 
Henderson said. “All the credit goes to 
A.J. He’s the one who has done it.”

Pepperdine’s Brown is another who 
has had a great season while pulling 
double duty. The 6-foot-1, 222-pound left-
hander is batting .336 with four homers 
and has a 6-1 record with a 2.45 ERA on 
the mound. He usually plays center field 
when he’s not pitching.

“Physically, you’ve just got to be a 
specimen to pull it off,” Pepperdine coach 
Steve Rodriguez said. “Aaron Brown is a 
big, strong, durable guy and we just try 
to monitor what he does. You want him 
to be aggressive, but also take care of 
himself.”

Reed’s prodigious 
power and left-handed 
arm have attracted 
plenty of professional 

scouts. He said he’s 
constantly asked whether 

he prefers pitching or hitting.
His answer: Both.

“Honestly, it doesn’t matter to me 
which one I do,” Reed said. “When I do 
finally concentrate on one of the other, 
I’m sure I’ll improve. But right now I’m 
having a lot of fun doing both. That’s the 
way I look at it.”

Kentucky’s Reed among few who excel on the mound and at the plate

Double duty no sweat for two-way stars 

 Kentucky’s A.J. Reed  has 
beaten opponents with 
mammoth home runs 
and silenced them with 
a well-placed breaking 
ball. The 6-foot-4, 
235-pound left-hander 
is one of the few two-
way stars in college 
baseball and is one 
of just seven players 
in NCAA Division 
I who have hit a 
home run and 
earned a win on 
the mound in the 
same game this 
season.

BRUCE 
NEWMAN, 

THE OXFORD 
EAGLE/AP

12.3731.93
Earned-run 
average for 

Kentucky pitcher 
A.J. Reed, to go 

along with
a 6-1 record.

A.J. Reed’s 
batting average 
this season for 
the Wildcats, 

which leads the 
team.

Number of 
home runs hit 
by A.J. Reed 
this season, 
which leads 

the SEC.

By the numbers

SOURCE: The Associated Press

Did you know

Dave Winfield is 
the only person to be 
drafted by four pro 
leagues. He was 
drafted by 
the San Diego Padres (MLB), 
Atlanta Hawks (NBA), Utah 
Stars (ABA) and Minnesota 
Vikings (NFL) in 1973 after 
his collegiate career at the 
University of Minnesota. 

SOURCE: The Associated Press
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COLLEGES

BY JON KRAWCZYNSKI

The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Former 
NFL MVP Adrian Peterson ad-
vocated for college athletes on 
Wednesday, saying they deserved 
to be paid for the millions of dol-
lars they bring to school coffers 
and took aim at NBA commis-
sioner Adam Silver’s stated de-
sire to require college players to 
spend two years in school before 
declaring for the draft.

Peterson said he felt a kinship 
with Texas A&M quarterback 
Johnny Manziel as a fellow high-
profile athlete who generated sig-
nificant revenues while he was in 
school at Oklahoma.

“When I was in college, I know 
personally, as far as jersey sales 
and ticket sales, I helped make 
that university a lot of money,” 
Peterson said during a confer-
ence call to promote Hyperice, a 
recovery icing device that he en-
dorses. “Johnny Manziel helped 
make Texas A&M so much 
money. You’re talking about 
championship games that he was 
able to lead those guys to. You’re 
talking about jersey sales that he 
don’t see a dime of.”

Peterson has stated his opin-
ion that college athletes should 
be paid before, but never so 
forcefully.

“I feel like as much money as 
universities make, I feel that 
some of that money should be 
given down to the players as well 
because we are the ones that are 
making this university money,” 
Peterson said. “These bowl 
games? Without the players, how 
much money to do they make? 

None.
“Without the players how much 

money do they make? They make 
no money without the players.”

And he didn’t stop with college 
football. The NBA is giving seri-
ous consideration to requiring 
college players to stay in school 
for two years rather than the 
“one-and-done” requirements 
the league has right now.

“I hear that they’re trying to 
make basketball players go two 
years to college,” the 2012 MVP 
said, unprompted. “Wow. I wonder 
why? Just think about it. Imagine 
if LeBron James would’ve had to 
go to college for two years. How 
much money would that college 
have made off of LeBron James? 
They would’ve made so much 
money off LeBron James.”

Peterson is still recovering 
from surgery to repair a groin in-
jury that bothered him for much 
of last season. He downplayed the 
injury while he was playing last 
season, but admitted on Wednes-
day that it was more serious than 
he let on.

“I wasn’t able to cut and be as 
elusive as I needed to be,” Peter-
son said. “But just being the com-
petitor that I am, I don’t come out 
and say that. I just go out and try 
to get it done no matter what.

“I just feel like I was putting 
myself in too much of harm’s way. 
I felt like I didn’t really have the 
lateral movement, but I was still 
going to be able to kind of get out-
side the tackle box and get up field 
fast enough to prevent different 
situations that could possibly put 
me in a bad predicament.”

Peterson finished the season 
with 1,266 yards and 10 touch-
downs in 14 games, a very good 
year by most standards. But he 
was coming off 2,000-yard sea-
son and was hoping to be the first 
running back to break that barri-
er twice in a career. That pursuit 
was slowed when he injured his 
groin on Nov. 3. The foot injury 
came on Dec. 8 and he missed 
two of the final three games.

Peterson had surgery after the 
season and said Wednesday he 
wasn’t yet ready to join the Vi-
kings’ offseason conditioning pro-
gram, which started on Monday 
under new coach Mike Zimmer.

“Right now, the most important 
thing is getting healthy,” Peter-
son said. “That’s what I’m doing. 
I’m rehabbing, I’m working out, 
still, trying to get the body back 
to where it needs to be.”

Peterson said he was looking 
forward to joining his teammates 
in the program once his body is 
deemed ready .

“I can’t sit here and say I’m 
back right now,” Peterson said. 
“But I’m not far off at all.”

Vikes’ Peterson:
College athletes
should get paid

CARLOS GONZALEZ,
MINNEAPOLIS STAR TRIBUNE/MCT

Minnesota Vikings running back 
Adrian Peterson said Wednesday 
that college athletes deserve to 
be paid for the millions of dollars 
in revenue they bring into their 
universities.

SAM RICHE/MCT

Michigan head coach John Beilein talks with his team, including guard Spike Albrecht, left, and guard 
Nik Stauskas. Stauskas is among several Wolverines’ who might opt to enter the NBA draft.

Beilein helping Michigan 
players weigh their options

‘ A reason to go to the NBA is, ‘I am ready 
to go to the NBA.’ ’

John Beilein
Michigan basketball coach

BY NOAH TRISTER

The Associated Press

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — John 
Beilein has become increasingly 
familiar with the process of help-
ing players decide whether to 
leave school early for the NBA, 
so the Michigan coach is always 
prepared for questions that come 
his way this time of year.

But one query seemed to 
strike a nerve Wednesday. Dur-
ing Beilein’s news conference to 
wrap up the season, he was asked 
about the possibility that some of 
his players might have had their 
draft projections dip after return-
ing to school this season.

“You hope during the course of 
their education, they’re looking 
at things from a much broader 
perspective than some guy that’s 
in his cellar projecting the NBA 
draft, and still living with his 
mother — nothing wrong with still 
living with your mother,” Beilein 
said. “We try to really say, ‘OK, 
this is what the NBA says and this 
is what you should look at.’ ”

After winning the Big Ten title 
and reaching the NCAA quarter-
finals, the Wolverines now await 
word on what next season’s roster 
will look like. Three sophomores 
— Nik Stauskas, Mitch McGary 
and Glenn Robinson III — are 
candidates to jump to the NBA, 
but the decisions for at least a 
couple of them are looking fairly 
complex.

Stauskas may be the most 
likely departure after winning 
Big Ten player of the year hon-
ors. McGary and Robinson both 
considered leaving last year as 
freshmen, and it’s not clear what 
they’ll do this time.

Robinson played well toward 

the end of the 2013-14 season, but 
he shot only 49 percent from the 
field as a sophomore after posting 
a 57-percent mark as a freshman. 
It’s hard to say where his NBA 
stock is at this point.

McGary had a terrific NCAA 
tournament in 2013 and was ex-
pected to be one of the nation’s 
top players this season, but he 
played only eight games because 
of a back injury.

Beilein said the 6-foot-10 
McGary is progressing well, 
health-wise.

“I had a good workout with him 
yesterday,” he said. “He did indi-
vidual with me yesterday for 20 
minutes, and it was very good.”

As Michigan has become one 
of the Big Ten’s top teams under 
Beilein, the program has had sev-
eral players leave early for the 
NBA, including Manny Harris, 
Darius Morris, Trey Burke and 
Tim Hardaway Jr.

“As we go through the process, 
we will continue giving as much 
information as it comes in from 
the NBA advisory council and 
from other people involved in 
professional basketball,” Beilein 
said. “It’s something that we’re 
comfortable with navigating 
through. ... There is a lot of emo-
tion in it, and we try to help them 
make that decision.”

Beilein obviously wants players 
to focus more on feedback from 
the advisory council than what 

they might read online about
their draft status.

“We always hear this all the
time — reasons for people to go
the NBA: ‘I’ve always dreamt of
going to the NBA,’ ” Beilein said.
“That is not a reason to go to the 
NBA. A reason to go to the NBA is,
‘I am ready to go to the NBA.’ ”

Beilein wonders whether sce-
narios like these will change in
the near future — perhaps via
new rules. NCAA president Mark 
Emmert said during his annual 
news conference Sunday that he 
opposes the rule established by 
the NBA and its union that re-
quires players be at least one year
removed from high school before
declaring for the NBA draft.

That restriction leads to play-
ers showing up at college for only
one season and then leaving.

Kentucky coach John Calipari
has said he favors a two-year pe-
riod before players can declare
for the draft.

“I think everyone’s looking at
this situation and knows it’s not 
perfect,” Beilein said. “I don’t
know this, but I’ve got my ear to 
the ground like all of you have
your ears to the ground, that
there’s going to be a lot of discus-
sion in this next year about — is
there a better model for us to go 
forward?

“I think everybody agrees there
is, but how do we go about it?”
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BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

AUGUSTA, Ga. — The green 
jacket is one of the most revered 
symbols in all of sports, right up 
there with an Olympic gold medal 
and the Stanley Cup.

Yet, even with the strict sense 
of decorum that is afforded the 
prized garment awarded every 
Masters champion, it occasional-
ly winds up in spots no one would 
ever expect.

Like underneath a garbage bag.
Or in Ohio.
Yep, an authentic green jacket 

is on display at a country club 
in suburban Cleveland — a long, 
long way from Augusta National.

“Believe me, when we’re show-
ing off the club to a prospective 
member,” Michael Kernicki, the 
head golf professional at Canter-
bury Golf Club, said by phone 
Wednesday, “and we take them 
into the Henry Picard Lounge, 
they’re like, ‘Did I see that right? 
You’ve got a green jacket?’ ”

Indeed they do, thanks to the 
descendants of the 1938 Masters 
champion. Picard’s family donat-
ed it to the club when it was de-
signing a room to honor the Hall 
of Famer who also served as its 
longtime pro.

Rest assured, the folks at Can-
terbury recognize what a special 
item they have.

 Each Masters champion gets 
to keep his jacket for a year, but 
Augusta National expects it to 
be treated with an ample level of 
respect during its 365 days away 
from the club.

Just ask 2007 winner Zach 
Johnson, who committed a couple 
of faux pas during his tenure as 
champion.

First, not realizing until after 
his victory that he could take the 
jacket with him, he wasn’t pre-

pared to transport it.
“I have no garment bag,” John-

son recalled. “I’m going to New 
York at 6 a.m., so I covered it up 
with a trash bag. I didn’t want to 
say, ‘Hey, look at the green jacket, 
me, Mr. Cocky Man.’ ”

Uh, not good.
Then, during media appear-

ances in Times Square, Johnson 
slipped on the green jacket while 
wearing a pair of jeans. Appar-
ently, that didn’t go over well back 
in Augusta, either.

“That’s a no-no on the bag, 
a no-no on the jeans,” Johnson 
said, noting that when Trevor 
Immelman won the Masters the 
following year, he received “this 
nice, embroidered garment bag” 
— and, no doubt, a not-so-gentle 
nudge from the powers-that-be to 
wear the jacket with a proper pair 
of trousers.

The green jacket accompanied 
Immelman during appearances 
in China and Japan, where he 
was amazed by the excitement it 
generated. In hindsight, he wish-
es he had taken it to more places, 
shown it to more people.

“It’s a cherished part of our 
sport, like an Olympic gold medal 
or the Stanley Cup or the World 
Cup in soccer,” the South African 
said. “Not many people get to see 
it.”

But, in keeping with the stuffy 
traditions of Augusta, the green 
jacket does not take part in the 
sort of giddy revelry we’ve come 
to expect from Lord Stanley’s 
chalice or even the claret jug, the 
historic trophy that goes to the 
winner of the British Open. Both 
those awards have turned up at 
some pretty wild parties, even at 
the bottom of a swimming pool.

When Stewart Cink won the 
British Open, he tweeted a picture 
the next morning showing the jug 

next to a regular glass, jokingly 
asking which he should use to 
swig some orange juice. If he ever 
wins the Masters, we’re guessing 
he’s not going to pose the green 
jacket alongside a Georgia Tech 
jersey and ask which he should 
wear to the grocery store.

“I was told to wear the green 
jacket in golf-oriented events — 
my foundation, charity, corporate 
events, golf clubs,” Johnson said. 
“Wearing it to Chick-fil-A? Ain’t 
going to happen.”

Augusta National zealously 
guards its pomp and circum-
stance more than perhaps any 
other sports entity, so it’s not 
surprising that only a handful of 
green jackets wound up beyond 

its gates on a permanent basis.
One belonged to Gary Player, 

who won the first of three Mas-
ters titles in 1961, took the jacket 
home to South Africa, and never 
brought it back. But he promised 
Masters chairman Clifford Rob-
erts to never wear it in public, a 
promise that probably wasn’t that 
tough to keep for someone who 
prefers wearing black from head 
to toe.

Picard won his green jacket 
during the Masters’ formative 
years, before the custom of re-
turning it began. He apparently 
stored it at home, and his fam-
ily hung on to it after his death 
in 1997. Then, when Canterbury 
was undergoing a renovation six 

years ago, the call went out for
memorabilia belonging to Picard,
the club’s pro from 1939-62.

“As I was told,” said Kernicki, 
the latest to hold the job, “the
chairman of our heritage foun-
dation asked by chance, ‘Hey, I
know back in the day you could 
keep your Augusta jacket. Do you
have his jacket?’ The family said, 
‘Yep, we have the jacket.’ So natu-
rally we asked, ‘Can we have the
jacket?’ And they said, ‘Sure.’ It
was a simple as that.”

Now, it’s the star attraction in
the Henry Picard Lounge.

“It’s a grand room,” Kernicki 
said. “We have a Masters party in 
there every year. In fact, it’s hap-
pening in that room tonight.” 

Green jacket revered by golfers  – usually

ELISE AMENDOLA/AP

In 2007, when Zach Johnson (left) received the Masters green jacket from 2006 champion Phil 
Mickelson. Johnson didn’t have a garment bag to take the jacket with him, so in a breach of etiquette he 
covered it with a garbage bag. He later wore the jacket with jeans, another no-no with Augusta National.

Augusta expects winners’ respect for prize

‘What a stupid I am’ and other memorable rulings
BY DOUG FERGUSON

The Associated Press

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Players come from all over 
the world to compete in the Masters, and so do 
rules officials.

And at times, they have their hands full.
From incorrect scorecards to free drops to 

wrong drops, the Rules of Golf can get as much 
attention as a yardage book.

Arnold Palmer refers to a “little solemn damp-
er” when he looks back on the first of his four 
Masters victories. He was involved in a ruling on 
the 12th green that led him to play two chip shots 
because he felt he was right. And the rules com-
mittee eventually sided with him.

Vijay Singh once summoned an official to the 
12th green to complain about the size of the spike 
marks belonging to Phil Mickelson in 2005, and 
while the officials deemed the 8-millimeter spikes 
within the rules, the two champions exchanged 
words in the Champions Locker Room that day.

 Here are five notable rulings at the Masters:

5 Piled for removal: Ernie Els was in the 
mix at the Masters in 2004 when he 
hooked his tee shot on the 11th hole in 
the third round deep into the woods. He 

appeared to have no shot with all the branches 
and debris around the ball.

He called for a ruling to seek relief, believing the 
debris from a storm had been piled for removal. 
Jon Brendle from the PGA Tour denied his request. 
The best option appeared to be for Els to declare 
it unplayable and return to the tee. Instead, he 
asked for a second opinion. Will Nicholson, chair 
of the rules committee, was summoned.

He declared it “piled for removal,” and Els was 
given a free drop. He got out of the woods and 
reduced the damage to a bogey. Els eventually fin-
ished one shot behind when Phil Mickelson made 
birdie on the last hole.

4 Practice putting: Dow Finsterwald had fin-
ished the eighth hole of the second round in 
the 1960 Masters when he set his ball on 
the green for a practice putt. Billy Casper 

told him practice putting was not allowed.
Finsterwald told Casper he had taken practice 

putts in the first round. An official showed him the 
back of the scorecard that listed local rules, one of 
them banning practice putting.

The committee decided to apply a two-shot 
penalty to his score in the first round, turning a 
69 into a 71. Instead of being tied with Arnold 
Palmer, he was two shots behind. Finsterwald fin-

ished third, two shots behind Palmer.

3 Tiger’s drop: Tiger Woods was poised to 
take the lead in the second round of the 
2013 Masters when his wedge took dead 
aim for the flag on the par-5 15th. It was 

too perfect, striking the flagstick and bouncing 
back into the water, a terrible break. Woods chose 
to drop behind his previous spot, telling reporters 
later that he purposely dropped 2 yards farther 
back to avoid hitting the pin. He salvaged bogey.

A former rules official, David Eger, saw the drop 
and identified it as wrong. Woods was to drop it as 
near as possible to the previous spot. He alerted 
officials at the course, but no one talked to Woods 
before he signed for a 71.

Once it was reviewed, Woods was assessed the 
two-shot penalty and had a 73. Augusta National 
said it was a committee error for not stopping him 
to talk about the drop before he signed his card. 
Woods tied for fourth.

2 Palmer’s chip: Arnold Palmer hit his tee 
shot behind the green at the par-3 12th 
hole in the final round of the 1958 Mas-
ters. He felt his ball was imbedded and 

that he was entitled to free relief. The rules official, 
Arthur Lacey, declined.

Palmer argued the point and said he would play 

two balls — the original, and one after taking re-
lief. He made double bogey with imbedded ball,
returned to the spot and made par with the sec-
ond ball. Three holes later, officials approached
Palmer and said he was entitled to relief and that
the par would count.

He went on to win his first Masters by one shot
over Doug Ford and Fred Hawkins.

 1 A “stupid” mistake: A player who signs for
a score that is lower than what he made 
is disqualified. If he signs for a score that 
is higher than what he made, the score on

the card stands. It was the latter that cost Roberto
De Vicenzo a shot at winning the 1968 Masters.

He took a one-shot lead over Bob Goalby with 
a birdie on the 17th hole, but then the Argentine 
made bogey on the final hole to fall into a tie and 
set up a playoff. One problem. Tommy Aaron, who
was keeping De Vicenzo’s card, put him down for
a 4 on the 17th hole. De Vicenzo signed the card,
and that’s when the error was discovered.

Under Rule 6-6d, he had to accept the par 4
instead of the birdie 3. His 65 became a 66. He
finished one shot behind. Goalby won.

That led to De Vicenzo uttering perhaps the
most famous comment regarding a ruling: “What 
a stupid I am.”
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BY DOUG FERGUSON

The Associated Press

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Arnold Palmer never 
had an easy time winning majors until the 
last one.

This is the 50th anniversary of Palmer 
going wire to wire in the 1964 Masters to win 
by six shots, giving him a record four green 
jackets. It was his seventh major, significant 
because it tied him with some of the greats in 
the game: Harry Vardon, Bobby Jones, Gene 
Sarazen and Sam Snead. Two more and he 
could have tied Ben Hogan. Four more ma-
jors would have put him alongside Walter 
Hagen.

Palmer was only 34. He was the King. He 
was on a roll, winning roughly one of every 
three majors.

He never won another one.
“Well, of course you never think you’re 

going to be at your last stop,” Palmer said 
last week. “But it was great. I suppose that 
psychologically I had accomplished maybe 
more than I even realized by winning the 
Masters and walking up the 18th hole com-
fortably. That was something that was truly 
great for me.”

Tiger Woods was 32 when he won his last 
major.

Through all these years, Woods has only 
been linked with Jack Nicklaus when the 
conversation turns to the majors. They are 
the only players to win the career Grand 
Slam three times over. The endless chatter 

is whether Woods will break the Nicklaus 
benchmark of 18 majors.

Is it even remotely possible that Woods  al-
ready has won his last major?

 Woods captured his 14th major in the 
2008 U.S. Open at Torrey Pines. That 
was six years ago, and so much has hap-
pened since, on and off the golf course. 
The knee surgery. The collapse of his 
marriage and change in his appeal. 
Another swing change under a third 
coach. More injuries.

 Woods has won 14 times, two Jack 
Nicklaus awards as PGA Tour player 
of the year and one FedEx Cup title 
since his last major. He is still No. 1, not 
only in the world ranking but in the eyes 
of his peers.

Speculation about his future in the ma-
jors is fueled by this being the golden an-
niversary of Palmer’s last major at Augusta 
National, and the fact Woods isn’t here. He 
had surgery last week on his back to relieve a 
pinched nerve that has been bothering him .

 What made it tougher on Palmer, more 
than anything, was the arrival of Nicklaus.

There is no one like Nicklaus — other than 
Woods, of course — in today’s game. Rory 
McIlroy is the best player in golf when he 
puts his game all the way back together. But 
that would be comparing a 24-year-old Mc-
Ilroy with a 38-year-old Woods who will be 
coming off the disabled list this summer for 
the second time in three years. 

7575 
years ago (1939): 
Ralph Guldahl tech-
nically became the 
first winner of The 

Masters because the name of the tour-
nament was changed in 1939 from the 
Augusta National Invitation Tournament. 
The opening round was postponed by 
rain, leading to a 36-hole Sunday. Gul-
dahl, a runner-up at Augusta each of the 
previous two years, had a 33 on the back 
nine and closed with a 69 for a one-shot 
win over Sam Snead. Guldahl finished 
at 279, the first sub-280 performance in 
a 72-hole major.

5050 
years ago (1964): 
The fourth and final 
Masters that Arnold 
Palmer won was by 

far his easiest. After one-shot victories 
in 1958 and 1960, and a playoff win 
over Gary Player in 1962, Palmer went 
wire-to-wire (including a tie in the first 
round) to win by six shots. Three rounds 
in the 60s gave him a five-shot lead over 
Bruce Devlin, and Palmer closed out 
victory with a 70. He won by six shots 
over Dave Marr and defending champi-
on Jack Nicklaus. Palmer set the record 
with four green jackets, which Nicklaus 
surpassed with his fifth win in 1975. It 
was the last major Palmer won.

2525 
years ago (1989): 
Nick Faldo rallied 
from five shots back 
in the final round with 

a 7-under 65 to force a playoff, which he 
won on the second extra hole against 
Scott Hoch. Faldo had to return Sunday 
morning due to rain and wrap up a 77 
in the third round. He switched putters 
before returning for the final round, and 
it paid off. In the playoff, Faldo hit into 
a bunker on No. 10 and made bogey. 
Hoch had a chance to win with a par, but 
he famously missed the 3-foot putt. On 
they went to No. 11, where Faldo won 
the first of his three green jackets by hol-
ing a 25-foot birdie putt.

2020 
years ago (1994): 
Jose Maria Olazabal 
had 14 wins in Eu-
rope and a success-

ful partnership with Seve Ballesteros in 
the Ryder Cup. He came into his own 
at Augusta National, closing with a 3-
under 69 for a two-shot victory over 
Tom Lehman. Olazabal was tied for the 
lead when his second shot to the par-5 
15th narrowly stayed up, and he holed 
a 30-foot eagle putt from the fringe. For 
the week, the Spaniard had 30 one-putt 
greens, chipped in twice and saved par 
all six times he was in the bunker. He 
was the sixth European winner in seven 
years.

1010 
years ago (2004): 
Finally, Phil Mick-
elson won his first 
major championship 

when he made an 18-foot birdie putt on 
the final hole to end a tense duel with 
Ernie Els. Mickelson made five birdies 
on the last seven holes for a 31 on the 
back nine and closed with a 3-under 69. 
Els closed with a 67, narrowly missing a 
25-foot birdie putt on the 18th hole. The 
South African was on the putting green 
preparing for a playoff when he heard 
the enormous roar for Mickelson’s win-
ning birdie putt. Until that day, Mickelson 
had been 0-for-42 as a professional in 
the majors. He went on to win majors 
each of the next two years.
— Doug Ferguson, The Associated Press

Celebrating
a few key

anniversaries

PHELAN M. EBENHACK/AP

Tiger Woods, left, and Arnold Palmer share a laugh during the trophy presentation after Woods won the Arnold Palmer Invitational on 
March 25, 2013 in Orlando, Fla. Fifty years ago, Arnold Palmer won the Masters for the fourth and final time.

Reflecting on Palmer’s career
brings questions about Woods

Inevitable comparisons

ROBERT DUYOS, SUN SENTINEL/MCT

The arrival of Rory McIlroy on the scene 
could make it even more difficult for Tiger 
Woods to win more majors.
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BY DOUG FERGUSON

The Associated Press

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Billy Horschel won the Zurich Classic 
two weeks after the Masters last year, and thus became first 
on the list of players who earned their first trip to Augusta 
National. He just had no idea how long the list would grow.

Derek Ernst won at Quail Hollow. Harris English won in 
Memphis.

Throw in the six amateurs, and then cap it off with Matt 
Jones being the last man in by winning the Shell Houston 
Open. The final tally is a record 24 players who will be mak-
ing their debut at the Masters this year.

This is the 78th Masters, and only three players have won 
on their maiden voyage around this pristine golf course. Hor-
ton Smith won the first one in 1934. Gene Sarazen won the 
following year. It then took 45 years to get another Masters 
rookie in a green jacket — Fuzzy Zoeller in 1979.

There hasn’t been another one since, although the odds 
have never been better. Nearly 25 percent of the field is at 
the Masters for the first time.

Smith gets overlooked as a “Masters rookie,” and rightly 
so. All 72 players were rookies that year.

Here are the best five performances by players at Augusta 
National for the first time:

5 Jason Day: He qualified for his first Masters 
by winning 
the Byron 
Nelson 

Championship for 
his first PGA Tour victory. The 
23-year-old Australian was loaded with far 
more talent than victories to show for it, but he 
took a liking to a course that had never produced a 
champion from Down Under.

Day shot an 8-under 64 in the second round to get within 
two shots of the lead, and the only reason he didn’t get more 
attention was because 21-year-old Rory McIlroy was ahead 
of him. And they played in the same group, along with 22-
year-old Rickie Fowler.

This was in 2011, the year McIlroy lost a four-shot lead 
with an 80 in the final round. Day hung around to the very 
end, and when he finished with a birdie for a 68, he was tied 
for the clubhouse lead with Adam Scott. Behind them was 
Charl Schwartzel, who took the outright lead with a birdie on 
the 17th and rolled in his fourth straight birdie on the final 
hole for a two-shot win. Day went home with a 
silver medal as a runner-up in his debut.

4 Huston, we have a prob-
lem: John Huston became 
known as the most feared 
player in golf — on Tues-

day in money games with the pros. 
He won seven times on the PGA 
Tour, the first won coming in 1990 
that made him eligible for his first 
Masters.

He opened with a 66, leaving him two 
shots behind Mike Donald. And while he 
followed with a 74 in the second round, he 
still trailed by only two shots. Huston had a 
68 in the third round to stay within two shots 
of former Masters champion Raymond Floyd. 
Better yet, he was in the final group, giving him 
an excellent chance to become the first Masters 
rookie to win since Zoeller.

Alas, Huston fell back with a 75 on the final 
round. The winner came from back in the pack — 
Nick Faldo made up four shots on Floyd with six holes 
to play, and then won on the second extra hole when 
Floyd hit into the water on No. 11. Huston tied for third in 
his debut. He played the Masters 12 more times and never 
had a higher finish.

3Pohl’s close call: Dan Pohl made an inauspicious 
debut in 1982 when he opened with a pair of 75s. 
That would have missed the cut at most other Mas-
ters, but not this one. Conditions were tough by rain 

the opening two days, leading to the highest cut (10-over 
154) in Masters history. He was still six shots behind.

Pohl, the longest hitter on tour, followed with a 67 on 
Saturday on the strength of back-to-back eagles on the 13th 
and 14th holes, though he still was six shots out of the lead. 
And even with the low score of the final round — another 67 
— it didn’t appear to do much good. Craig Stadler was six 

shots ahead going to the back nine until the Walrus started
dropping shots. Stadler wound up with a 73, and suddenly
Pohl was in a sudden-death playoff.

It didn’t last long. Pohl missed a 6-foot par putt on the first
playoff hole at No. 10, and Stadler made par to win. Pohl 
had to settle for silver.

2 The shot heard ‘round the world: Gene Sarazen hit
the shot that put the Masters on the map and won at 
Augusta National in his first try. But being a “rookie”
at the Masters wasn’t that big of a deal. The Augusta

National Invitation Tournament was only in its second year.
Sarazen missed the inaugural event, and this “rookie” had 
already won six majors, the first of them 13 years earlier.

Still, what he did that day cannot be overlooked and will
not be forgotten. Trailing by three shots, he hit 4-wood into 
the hole for an albatross on the par-5 15th hole to force a
playoff with Craig Wood. In the only 36-hole playoff in Mas-
ters history, Sarazen shot even-par 144 to win by five.

He remains the only player to complete the career Grand
Slam at Augusta National.

1 Fuzzy’s first major: Zoeller whistled his way into the
record books as the first major champion to win a 
sudden-death playoff. The Masters went away from
the traditional 18-hole playoff in 1979, and it turned

out to be memorable.
Much like Pohl, Zoeller was never really in the picture until

someone’s misfortune on the back nine. Zoeller was six shots
behind going into the last round and closed with a 70. It
looked like it would be a good debut at the Masters, nothing
more. That was before Ed Sneed, who had a three-shot lead
with three holes to play, finished with three bogeys.

That led to a three-man playoff among Sneed, Zoeller 
and former Masters champion Tom Watson. On the

second playoff hole, Zoeller knocked in a birdie
putt and leapt into the air to celebrate.

Was it a big deal for a Masters 
rookie to win?

“They didn’t bring up until 
the next year,” 

Zoeller said.

BY DOUG FERGUSON

The Associated Press

AUGUSTA, Ga. — With rare excep-
tion, no other major championship 
inflicts as much emotional pain as 
Augusta National. The perks of win-
ning include a lifetime exemption to the 
Masters and a spot in the most exclu-
sive locker room in golf.

The scars of finishing second linger 
because players return to the same 
course year after year.

Think back 10 years ago.
Everyone remembers Phil Mickel-

son’s birdie curling into the cup, and 
Lefty leaping with legs splayed to cel-
ebrate his first major.

Equally compelling was the image of 
Ernie Els on the putting green preparing 
for a playoff. He turned toward the 18th 
green when he heard the gallery erupt 
in cheers for the winning birdie, and 
then Els hung his head, scooped up his 
golf balls and walked quietly away.

Tom Weiskopf was runner-up four 
times, the most of anyone who never 
wore a green jacket, including 1975 
when Jack Nicklaus holed that 45-foot 
birdie putt on the 16th.

Years later while working as a TV 
analyst, Weiskopf was asked what 
Nicklaus was thinking. “If I knew what 
he was thinking, I would have won this 
championship,” he said.

Here are the five most heartbreaking 
losses at the Masters:

5 Ken Venturi: Venturi isn’t the 
only 54-hole leader at the 
Masters to shoot 80 in the final 
round, which he did in 1956 in 

what remains the closest an amateur 
ever came to winning a green jacket. 
He three-putted six times to finish one 
shot behind Jack Burke Jr., who rallied 
from a record eight shots behind to 
win. Venturi later said if he had won, he 
would have stayed an amateur forever.

He was a pro in 1958, the leading 
money winner on tour and one of the 
favorites. Venturi finished two shots 
behind Arnold Palmer in the Masters 
known for Palmer playing two balls be-
hind the 12th green while successfully 
appealing a ruling. And then in 1960, 
Venturi was in the clubhouse at 5-
under 283. Palmer birdied the last two 
holes to beat him by one shot. Venturi, 
who died last year, had to settle for a 
lone U.S. Open title.

4 Scott Hoch: Hoch was never a 
regular contender at the Mas-
ters, though his one close call 
ranks among the most famous 

missed putts at Augusta National.
Often overlooked is a short par putt 

Hoch missed on the 17th hole in regu-
lation in 1989. He made par on the 
final hole for a 69 and headed for a sud-
den-death playoff with Nick Faldo. The 
playoff began on the 10th hole, with an 
advantage immediately to Hoch when 
Faldo struggled to make a bogey.

Hoch had two putts for a green 
jacket. He rolled his birdie putt by the 
cup — some references say 2 feet, oth-
ers 3 feet, but it was just over tap-in 
range. Hoch studied it from both sides, 
backed off — and then missed it, flip-
ping his putter in the air. Faldo won 
with a birdie on the next hole.

3 Ed Sneed: Sneed had three 
PGA Tour wins and had never 
finished better than 18th in the 
13 majors he played. But he 

looked like a world-beater at Augusta 

National in 1979 when he took a five-
shot lead into the final round.

Sneed still led by three shots with 
three holes to play when one of the 
greatest collapses at the Masters un-
folded. He closed with three bogeys for 
a 76 to slip into a sudden-death play-
off — the first at the Masters — with 
Tom Watson and Masters rookie Fuzzy 
Zoeller. They all made par on No. 10, 
and Zoeller won with a birdie on the 
11th.

“Ed Sneed needs one par in three 
holes to win the Masters, and we never 
heard from him again,” Gary Player 
said recently.

2 Roberto De Vicenzo: One year 
after the Argentine captured 
the British Open, De Vicenzo 
was on the cusp of winning the 

1968 Masters until he made a bogey 
on the 18th hole to fall into a tie with 
Bob Goalby.

The bogey turned out to be the least 
of his problems. He still closed with a 
65, only that’s not what was on the 
scorecard kept by Tommy Aaron. The 
birdie 3 that De Vicenzo made on the 
17th to take the lead had been entered 
as a 4, and De Vicenzo signed his card. 
Under the Rules of Golf, if a score on 
the card is lower than what a player 
made, the penalty is disqualification. If 
the score is higher, it stands. The 65 
became a 66. Instead of a playoff, he 
was a runner-up.

That led to one of the most famous 
lines in golf from De Vicenzo: “What a 
stupid I am.”

1 Greg Norman: No other player 
symbolizes heartbreak at Au-
gusta National than the Shark.

His best opportunity was 
in 1996, when Norman set a major 
championship record by blowing a 
six-shot lead in the final round to Nick 
Faldo. Ten years earlier, Norman ran 
off four straight birdies late in the round 
to tie Jack Nicklaus, only to hit 4-iron 
from the 18th fairway into the gallery 
to make bogey.

But the most crushing blow was in 
1987.

At the previous major, the 1986 
PGA Championship, Norman lost on 
the final hole when Bob Tway holed 
out from a bunker. At the Masters, 
he had the upper hand on the second 
hole of a playoff against Larry Mize, 
who had missed the green at No. 11 
well to the right. Mize chipped across 
the 11th green, and it was picking up 
speed when it rammed into the pin and 
dropped for birdie.

MASTERS

Jason Day
JEFF SINER,
CHARLOTTE 

OBSERVER/MCT

First-rate outings
Day, Fuzzy among five of the best Masters debuts

Heartache
common at
Augusta

GERRY MELENDEZ, THE STATE/MCT

Greg Norman is synonymous 
with Masters heartbreak. 
The Aussie finished second 
four times in the tournament, 
including in 1996 when he set 
a major record by blowing a six-
shot lead in the final round.
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 BY DAVID GINSBURG

The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Nelson Cruz was branded a cheat-
er and punished accordingly. As he waited to be 
introduced on his first opening day in Baltimore, 

the former All-Star wondered how Orioles fans 
would react in the aftermath of the 50-game 

suspension he received last year for using 
performance-enhancing drugs.

“As a new player, you don’t know what to 
expect,” Cruz said. “You hope for the 
best.”

He couldn’t have asked for more. The 
sellout crowd collectively yelled, “Cru-

uuuuuze!” as the slugger ran across the orange car-
pet, and after Cruz hit the tiebreaking home run to propel Baltimore past 
the defending champion Boston Red Sox, the chant was even louder.

“It was very, very nice to have that kind of reception,” Cruz said.
SEE FALL ON PAGE 58
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