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r doesn’t count

Military lawyers lose the
‘good soldier’ defense

By Nancy MONTGOMERY

Stars and Stripes

Can good soldiers do bad things?

It stands to reason that they can, just
as good dentists, police officers, poli-
ticians, priests, astronauts and foot-

ball players can.
But unlike their civilian coun-
terparts, military criminal de-
fendants had recourse to “the
good soldier defense™: to try
to persuade court-martial
Jjudges and juries — through
service records, ratings
and testimony from col-
leagues and superiors
— that they were too pro-
fessional to have engaged
in the criminal behav-
ior of which they stood
accused.

The 1998 court-mar-
tial of Sergeant Major
of the Army Gene McK-
inney on charges of
sexually harassing and
assaulting six women,

for example, featured 26
character witnesses, in-
cluding a four-star general.
They all testified to McK-
inney’s integrity, leadership
and devotion to soldiers.
SEE CHARACTER
~ ONPAGE 2

The anatomy of a failed hostage rescue deep into Islamic State territory

By KareN DeYoune
The Washington Post

On the evening of Thursday, June 26, the
Pentagon sent a bold hostage rescue plan
to the White House for approval. Dozens
of Special Operations forces would fly into
Syria under the barest sliver of moonlight,
set down in the heart of Islamic State terri-
tory and snatch four Americans being held

‘We will do everything we can, short of providing
an incentive for future Americans to be caught.”

President Barack Obama

by the militants.
The landing took place almost exactly a
week later. Yet the commandos who rushed

through gunfire into the makeshift prison
found only half-eaten meals and a wisp
of hair. The hostages had been there. But
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they were gone.

By the end of the year, the Islamic State
had brutally killed three of the Ameri-
cans, posting their videotaped beheadings
online.

The last hostage and the only woman,
Kayla Mueller, was declared dead last
Tuesday after the militants sent photo-
graphs of her body to her family.

SEE HOSTAGE ON PAGE 6
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“That’s been the joke:
He had too much love.
He had to give it away.”
— Chris Crawford, speaking about his
son Oliver Otto, who was born seven
weeks early on Jan. 5 with a heart
the size of a 5-year-old child's and

became one of the youngest
heart transplant recipients
at Phoenix Children’s Hospital

See story on Page 12
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Character: Defense ‘allowed

FROM FRONT PAGE

“In military law, character does count, and
character alone may be enough to cause rea-
sonable doubt,” McKinney’s defense lawyer,
Charles Gittins, said in his closing argument
to the jury. McKinney was acquitted of all but
one charge — obstruction of justice — and re-
duced in rank to master sergeant.

Now that defense has gone the way of flog-
ging as a tool in military justice. As part of
reforms to address sexual assault that were
included in this year’s National Defense Au-
thorization Act, Congress restricted using
military character evidence, bringing courts-
martial more in line with civilian courts’ rules
of evidence.

“When I was prosecuting sex crimes in
Kansas City courtrooms, defendants couldn’t
use their good work record as proof they
hadn’t committed a rape,” Sen. Claire Mc-
Caskill, a Missouri Democrat and one of the
measure’s sponsors, said in an email. “In the
military, how good an airman, sailor, soldier,
or Marine you are has absolutely nothing to do
with whether a rape has occurred.”

The change came with overwhelming bi-
partisan congressional support and approv-
al from legal scholars who said it was long
overdue.

The defense was “the antithesis of criminal
justice that prosecutes acts, not character,”
said Elizabeth Hillman, a law professor at the
University of California’s Hastings College of
Law and a former Air Force officer. “Who did
it benefit? People of high rank and long ser-
vice,” she said. “It exacerbated the perception
that [they] were immune from prosecution.”

The defense was pernicious in sexual as-
sault cases, in which there is often little fo-
rensic evidence and fact-finders must weigh
witness credibility especially carefully, ex-
perts said.

“It allowed people to put their thumb on the
scale,” said Don Christensen, formerly the
Air Force’s top prosecutor and now president
of the victim advocacy group Protect Our De-
fenders. That was particularly true when com-
manders or high-ranking officers vouched for
a defendant’s character, Christensen said.

“It can have a potentially huge impact even
though it’s factually meaningless,” he said.
“It’s like a priest accused of sexual miscon-
duct, or a teacher. How many times have they
been teacher of the year? People who commit
sexual offenses are often model citizens.”

But members of a military jury are likely to
give deference to the testimony or statement
of a three-star general or a defendant’s com-
mander, he said. “They’re going to assume
that the three-star knows more about the case
than they do. They think, ‘He’s looked at the
evidence; he wouldn’t be saying that if the de-
fendant were guilty.’”

A 2012 article in The Army Lawyer by Ma-
rine Maj. Walter Wilkie explaining how to
best use the defense called it “a powerful tool”
in all phases of a criminal defense — from be-
fore charges are filed to after a guilty verdict.

people to put their thumb on the scale’

i &

The “good soldier” defense largely worked for former Sergeant Major of the Army Gene
McKinney, left, who faced charges of sexually harassing and assaulting six women but was
convicted only of obstruction of justice. It also helped Lt. Col. James Wilkerson, right, when
the commander of the 3rd Air Force used it to dismiss Wilkerson’s guilty verdict in a sexual
assault case after reviewing letters vouching for Wilkerson’s sterling character.

“[T]he defense can use it to influence the
command in the accused’s favor before and
after trial and to influence the factfinder in
his favor during trial,” Wilkie wrote.

In the case of Aviano Air Base, Italy, fighter
pilot Lt. Col. James Wilkerson that same year,
character evidence was unsuccessful at court-
martial. A jury found him guilty of sexually
assaulting a sleeping houseguest, dismissed
him from the ser-
vice and sentenced
him to a year in
jail.

‘ [The “good

3 Y

soldier But it worked
defense] eventually.  After
can have a reviewing  scores
- of letters vouch-
potentially ing for Wilkerson’s
huge impact, sterling character
in his 2013 review

gven though of the case, now-re-
it's factually tired Lt. Gen. Craig
meaningless. ¥ Franklin, then

commander of 3rd
Air Force and con-
vening authority in
the case, decided
Wilkerson — would
not have committed
the crime. Frank-
lin, as military law
then allowed, dismissed the verdict and rein-
stated Wilkerson into the Air Force. Congress
responded by changing the law to strip com-
manders of the long-held, unfettered discre-
tion to dismiss verdicts and reduce sentences
— despite opposition from military leaders,
commanders and the defense bar.

There was little opposition from military
leaders to the change. Even the reaction of
military defense lawyers to the good soldier
defense curtailment has been mostly muted.

“It is a step back for the defense,” said

Don Christensen
formerly the Air Force's
top prosecutor and
now president of the
victim advocacy group
Protect Our Defenders

David Court, a Europe-based defense lawyer
who retired last year. “Anytime you lose a po-
tential defense it’s a loss by definition. It also
strengthens the [prosecution]. Is it right? Is
it fair? There you get into your own personal
point of view.”

“I can understand that in the civilian world

being a good Xerox repairman would not be
a good defense,” said Kyle Fischer, a former
Army lawyer now in practice near Fort Ben-
ning, Ga. “I would never argue that this sol-
dier is a good soldier so he wouldn’t commit
rape.”
But putting on good soldier evidence was
beneficial in reminding jurors that a defen-
dant was in fact a good soldier whose career
and life were in their hands, Fischer said. “I
think they’re more likely to give the defendant
the benefit of the doubt for reasonable doubt,”
he said.

Fischer said he expected more convictions
as a result and lamented the recent changes
to military law.

“It seems at every step of the way they’re
chipping away at every protection put in place
to assure that the defendant can get a fair
trial,” he said.

The new law specifically prohibits the good
character defense for sexual offenses, larceny,
robbery and arson, and generally whenever
it’s not “relevant.”

Character evidence may still be introduced
before sentencing at courts-martial, just as in
the civilian system. And it is still allowed dur-
ing the fact-finding portion of courts-martial
for specifically military offenses such as de-
sertion or disobeying orders.

That’s where its use began, Hillman said,
before the military courts gained jurisdic-
tion of nonmilitary crimes such as rape and
murder.

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com
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Army’s top NGO tells of ‘stress’ in the force

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Sgt. Maj. Daniel Dai-
ley was sworn in as the new sergeant major
of the Army on Jan. 30, becoming the Ar-
my’s top noncommissioned officer and the
service chief’s No. 1 adviser on matters af-
fecting enlisted soldiers.

In an interview with Stars and Stripes,
he talked about the state of the force and
what the future will bring.

Recruiting good soldiers likely will be-
come more challenging in the years ahead,
according to Dailey.

“We are a nation that’s coming away
from war ... and the economy is getting bet-
ter,” he said. “That’s good from a national
perspective. [But] historically we’ve seen a
drop in accessions based upon the increase
in the economy” because potential recruits
have more job opportunities elsewhere.

He said offering new enlistment and re-
tention bonuses is one option for attracting
and keeping quality people, but “we’ll have
to see” if that’s needed.

The Army recently changed their re-
cruiting slogan, asking potential recruits
in TV ads, “Can you make the cut?” Part of
Dailey’s job description is to promote the
Army to the public.

“One of the things [Army chief of staff
Gen. Ray Odierno] has tasked me to dois to
get out there and make sure that the Amer-
ican people understand the image of the
United States Army and the great profes-
sionals that serve within it,” Dailey said.

A smaller army

As the Army comes out of more than a

-

Cartos BoNGIOANNY/Stars and Stripes

Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel Dailey
speaks about his role in his Pentagon
office in Arlington, Va., in January.

decade of war, the service plans to shrink
the size of the force from 490,000 active-
duty troops to somewhere in the range of
440,000 to 450,000. In doing so, the Army
will have to force people out.

“The way we need to become a smaller
Army is a standards-based approach,”
Dailey said. “That’s the goal, to make sure
we’re doing this right ... and minimizing
the [number of] good soldiers [to whom]
we have to say, ‘I’'m sorry, we have no room
for you.””

As battle-hardened veterans leave the
service, he’s concerned about the conse-
quences for the force.

“It doesn’t take long to atrophy in both
skills and personnel,” he said. “Some of
our great warriors ... will separate. It’s
critically important to understand that
they have to teach and coach and mentor
the next generation, because someone’s got

to carry on this legacy.”

Dailey is well aware that troops and
their families are worried about the impact
of defense budget constraints and force
structure reductions on their futures.

“It is uncertainty ...,” he said. “They
have a lot of questions: What does seques-
tration mean? Where is the Army headed?
How many people will have to go home?
And those are all very valid questions,
especially for those family members that
have sacrificed for the last [13] years of
war,” he said.

He said he tells them the service has to
control costs.

“We have the responsibility ... to pre-
serve our nation’s wealth [and] we have to
be able to exercise caution when we use the
gracious gift of the taxpayer’s dollar,” he
said, adding that he’s confident that civil-
ian leaders “will give us the resources we
need to accomplish our mission.”

Changing benefits

Other concerns for soldiers and their
families are potential changes to the mili-
tary retirement and health care systems.
Proposals include encouraging troops to
opt out of the current pension system and
enrolling them in a Thrift Savings Plan
account that would sock away 3 percent
of pay along with a contribution from the
military, and replacing Tricare health in-
surance with an array of private-provider
options.

Dailey declined to address specific pro-
posals, but said, “If there is a change, our
goal is to preserve what we have for our
soldiers currently serving now.” If future
recruits have to accept a different retire-

ment system, “I'm OK with that,” he said.
“I think that’s fair.”

Health and readiness

Dailey acknowledged the toll taken by 13
years of continuous war, including multiple
deployments for many troops.

“I spent a significant amount of time de-
ployed with those young men and women
[and] there is stress in the force,” he said.

He noted the increase in mental health
problems within the ranks, and said the
Army is working hard to “make sure that
we take care of our wounded warriors,
whether you can see those wounds or not.”

Asked about overall health and morale,
Dailey said he believes the “force is healthy
with regard to the spirit” because “those
young men and women ... that have chosen
to make this a career are very resilient ...
think they have much more resiliency than
I had when I was a young soldier.”

The Army is coming out of Afghanistan
and is transitioning to more of a peacetime
footing. But American soldiers in recent
months have been sent back to Iraq, have
deployed to Africa to deal with the Ebola
outbreak, and have been dispatched to
Europe to reassure NATO allies worried
about Russian aggression.

Dailey said soldiers need to be prepared
to deploy overseas for contingencies even
though there aren’t any large-scale U.S.
ground wars going on now.

They can “turn on the news any day [and
ask themselves] where are we going to go
next?” he said. “They have to be ready in a
moment’s notice.”

harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

USAREUR’s top
enlisted moves on;
no successor set

By MaTT MILLHAM

Stars and Stripes

WIESBADEN, Germany
— U.S. Army Europe Command
Sgt. Maj. David Davenport will
move on to a new assignment in
March after serving three years
and three generals in the post.

Davenport, who has spent most
of his 31-year Army career in Eu-
rope, has been tapped to take the
top enlisted spot at the Army’s
Training and Doctrine Command
at Fort Eustis, Va., a place he said
he’s never been.

The Army has yet to name his
Successor.

Though his position is not as
high-profile as that of USAREUR
commander, Davenport has be-
come well known in the Europe
military community over the past
three years, both from his numer-
ous appearances on the American
Forces Network and from his fre-
quent trips to visit U.S. and allied
soldiers around the continent.

Those who see him on TV know
he’s a fan of Miami Dolphins
football and Baltimore Orioles
baseball.

Out of the spotlight, he was
working to increase the effective-

ness of the Army’s much-reduced
European force by making sure
young sergeants got training they
needed for further promotion
and that soldiers were ready to
deploy.

The command, which num-
bered more than 200,000 troops
during the Cold War, now has
about 30,000.

About two years ago, roughly 13
percent of USAREUR’s soldiers
weren’t available for deployment
for various reasons, such as medi-
cal or administrative problems.
In the past year and a half, the
percentage of soldiers not avail-
able for deployment has dropped
to 9 percent, Davenport said.

“There’s no glory in that. I
mean, there’s no headlines,” USA-
REUR chief Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges,
Davenport’s boss, said Thursday
at a going-away ceremony for
the cavalryman. “But it’s about
helping make a system work and
it’s about helping soldiers get the
care they’re supposed to get” and
help units navigate the military’s
“thick” bureaucracy.

“That’s part of his legacy,”
Hodges said.

Davenport, 49, who came to

Mart MiLusaw/Stars and Stripes

Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges, left, pins the Distinguished Service Medal on Command Sgt. Maj. David
Davenport during a going-away ceremony Thursday for U.S. Army Europe’s senior enlisted leader.

USAREUR from a stint as com-
mand sergeant major for Fort
Bliss and the 1st Armored Divi-
sion, said the hardest part of his
Jjob in Europe was getting around
to see the soldiers, who are dis-
persed among seven major gar-
risons in three countries and are
deployed across the continent
from the Baltics to Turkey.

At Bliss, he said, “it was very

easy to jump in a car to drive and
visit 4th Brigade. But you just
can’t do that in this footprint.”

He’d like to have spent more
time out to quell the fears among
soldiers, civilians and family
members about Army decision-
making, such as plans to cut the
force’s end strength — a frequent
source of concern, he said.

While he would have been

happy to retire from USAREUR,
he’s looking forward to TRA-
DOC, a command with a very
long reach and that oversees ev-
erything from basic training to
leader development.

“That affects the whole force,
“so I'm very excited about that,”
Davenport said.

millham.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @mattmillham
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Amid hunger,
North Koreans
are fed slogans

By ERIK SLAVIN
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — North Korea could
one day become a land of fairies,
where a pungent, fishy aroma
permeates the air as stylishly
dressed children walk to school.

This is what the reclusive com-
munist nation wants its people to
aspire to, according to a list of 310
national slogans released by its
state media Thursday.

There are five different ref-
erences to building a socialist,
scientific or military-influenced
fairyland, according to a transla-
tion of the Rodong Sinmun story
by the KCNA Watch blog.

Several of the slogans con-
cern food production. One calls
for “fragrant smell of fish and
other seafoods,” while another
declares, “Let the strong wind
of fish farming blow across the
country!” Other slogans are less
aspirational and more education-
al, for example: “Fertilizer means
rice and socialism.”

The slogans were printed in
Korean and haven’t been posted
in the English versions of the
Rodong Sinmun or the Korean
Central News Agency, North Ko-
rea’s primary media organs.

Although the slogans may ap-
pear humorous to foreigners and
were likely designed to rally a do-
mestic audience, there is a more
serious issue behind the phrases:
a potential food shortage.

“We’re concerned about seed
scarcity and the low level rain and
snowfall,” John Aylieff, deputy
Asia director for the United Na-
tions World Food Program, told
The Washington Post last week
from Pyongyang. “All of these
things are raising concerns about
the winter harvest this year.”

Food shortages have proven
to be a chronic problem. Some-
where between 500,000 and 2.5
million North Koreans died of
hunger in the 1990s, according to
U.S. Census Bureau and congres-
sional reports.

In the past, North Korea has
procured relief aid by leveraging
the desire by South Korea and
its allies for talks aimed at end-
ing its worrying nuclear weapons
development.

In 2000, former South Korean
President Kim Dae-jung held a
historic summit with North Kore-
an leader Kim Jong-il at the cost
of $500 million in aid, it was later

Rallying cries

Here are a few of the more
colorful examples among North
Korea's latest domestic propa-
ganda slogans:

W Let us turn the whole country
into a socialist fairyland by the
joint operation of the army and
people!

W Let us build a fairyland for the
people by dint of science!

W Make fruits cascade down
and their sweet aroma fill the air
on the sea of apple trees at the
foot of Chol Pass!

W Let this socialist country re-
sound with Song of Big Fish
Haul and be permeated with
the fragrant smell of fish and
other seafoods!

Wlet the strong wind of
fish farming blow across the
country!

W More stylish school uniforms
and quality school things for our
dear children!

M et us tumn all counties into
the people’s fairyland by ap-
plying the spirit of the historic
Changsong Joint Conference!

M Fertilizer means rice and
socialism.

W Let the wives of officers be-
come dependable assistants to
their husbands!

W Let us carry through the great
Generalissimos’ instructions on
“grass for meat!”

learned.

In January, former South Kore-
an President Lee Myung-bak told
Reuters that he refused talks with
North Korea after Pyongyang
asked for 500,000 tons of food and
$10 billion in exchange.

South Korea does provide
money for food aid to the U.N.
World Food Program, which op-
erates within North Korea.

Most nations are wary of grant-
ing North Korea direct food aid,
due to Pyongyang policies that
favor regime officials and the
military.

“The distribution of food has
prioritized those who are use-
ful to the survival of the current
political system at the expense of
those deemed to be expendable,”
the 2014 U.N. report on human
rights stated.

slavin.erik@stripes.com
Twitter:@eslavin_stripes

DMZ graduation

Graduate Park Jin, left, is congratulated by U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Daniel E. “Dan-0” McShane after a
graduation ceremony at Tae Sung Dong Elementary School in Paju, South Korea, near Panmunjom in the
Demilitarized Zone separating South and North Korea, on Friday. The school is just a few hundred yards
from the border with North Korea. Only four students graduated from the school.

Despite hormone therapy approval,
Manning must keep her hair short

By Lovita C. BALDOR
AND DavID DISHNEAU
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Although
the Army has approved gender-
reassignment hormone therapy
for Chelsea Manning, the former
intelligence analyst convicted of
espionage for sending classified
documents to the WikiLeaks web-
site, she can’t grow out her hair.

The decision on hormone
therapy marks the first time the
Defense Department has autho-
rized such treatment for an active
servicemember.

But Manning will not yet be al-
lowed to grow her hair to a female
grooming standard, according to
the Feb. 5 memo from Col. Erica
Nelson, commandant of the U.S.
Disciplinary Barracks at Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, where
Manning is serving a 35-year
sentence.

The Associated Press obtained
the memo Friday. It was first re-
ported Thursday by USA Today.

The treatment would help the
Army private formerly known
as Bradley Manning make the
transition to a woman. Manning
changed her legal name in April
2014.

The decision follows a lawsuit
filed in September in U.S. District
Court for the District of Columbia.
It alleged Manning was at a high

U.S. Army Pfc. Chelsea Manning
wore a wig for this photo, which
was taken during her trial.

risk of self-castration and suicide
unless she received more focused
treatment for gender dysphoria,
the sense of being a woman in a
man’s body.

Nelson wrote that she approved
the treatment after carefully con-
sidering a recommendation that
it was medically appropriate and
necessary and after “weighing
all associated safety and security
risks.”

Manning’s hairstyle will be re-
visited seven months after the hor-
mone treatment begins, according
to the memo. It didn’t say when the
treatment would start. An imme-
diate change in hair length “is not
supported by the risk assessment
and potential risk mitigation mea-
sures at this time,” Nelson wrote.

The American Civil Liberties
Union has not withdrawn its law-

suit alleging that the Army was
providing some treatment but not
enough, including psychotherapy
from a mental health specialist
who lacked the qualifications to
treat gender dysphoria. The Fed-
eral Bureau of Prisons and many
state and local corrections agen-
cies administer hormone therapy
to prisoners with gender dyspho-
ria, but Manning is the first trans-
gender military prisoner to
request such treatment.

Chase Strangio, an attorney
with the ACLU and counsel for
Manning in her lawsuit, called the
decision an important first step in
Manning’s treatment regimen.

“Butthedelayintreatmentcame
with a significant cost to Chelsea
and her mental health and we are
hopeful that the government con-
tinues to meet Chelsea’s medical
needs as is its obligation under the
Constitution so that those harms
may be mitigated,” Strangio said
in a statement.

The 26-year-old former intel-
ligence analyst was convicted
in August 2013 of espionage and
other offenses for sending more
than 700,000 classified documents
to WikiLeaks while working in
Iraq.

Transgender people are not al-
lowed to serve in the U.S. military,
but Manning can’t be discharged
from the service while serving her
prison sentence.
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VA releases plan to assist
homeless vets in Los Angeles

By JENNIFER HLAD
Stars and Stripes

SAN DIEGO — The Department of Vet-
erans Affairs released a plan Friday to use
a 387-acre tract of land in west Los Ange-
les to help end veteran homelessness in the
city.

The plan — part of a legal settlement
— calls for enhancing outreach to home-
less veterans, improving services for
chronically homeless vets, connecting vet-
erans with permanent housing and getting
them the support they need to stay in that
housing.

There’s a real focus on getting homeless
veterans into housing quickly, said Gary
Blasi, one of the attorneys with Public
Counsel, which represented veterans in a
lawsuit against the VA over the use of its
West Los Angeles campus.

There is also a new focus on providing
immediate, temporary housing for home-
less veterans while they wait for perma-
nent housing to become available, Blasi
said. Recently, veterans have been waiting
about 100 days for that permanent hous-
ing, and did not have access to “bridge”
housing before. And instead of just putting
veterans into homes, the plan includes in-
creasing the support services and therapy
for those already in permanent housing, so
they can succeed there and not return to
the streets.

“Nobody falls through the cracks,” Blasi
said.

The plan specifies that within the next
100 days, the VA will hire experienced
people to help get homeless veterans into
permanent housing, will increase fund-
ing to support for veteran families, and
will make temporary housing available for
those who cannot immediately move into
permanent housing. By April, 650 veterans
will get homes through a partnership with
the Home for Good organization, accord-
ing to the plan.

Beyond 100 days, the VA will coordi-

nate with the Los Angeles mayor’s office
to improve access to affordable housing,
will work with the Department of Labor
and other organizations to increase job op-
portunities and access to federal, state and
local services for homeless veterans, and
will open a 62-bed work therapy facility on
the West LA campus.

In 2011, attorneys working on behalf of
homeless veterans filed a class-action suit
against the VA, saying its benefits pro-
grams discriminated against veterans who
are homeless as a result of severe mental
disabilities.

The lawsuit also accused the VA of mis-
using its West Los Angeles campus. The
land was deeded to the federal government
in 1888 to provide a home for disabled
veterans, but it currently houses several
rental tenants, including a hotel laundry
facility and the UCLA baseball stadium.

Los Angeles has the largest concentra-
tion of homeless veterans in the country,
and although the West campus had previ-
ously housed thousands of veterans, much
of the land has been rented for other uses
for the past several decades, Blasi said.

“This was a huge resource, and there
wasn’t a single unit of permanent support-
ive housing on it,” he said.

In late January, the VA agreed to a set-
tlement that required officials to create a
plan for using the land to house homeless
veterans. During a January swing through
the Los Angeles area, VA Secretary Robert
A. McDonald said he was sending $50 mil-
lion and 400 workers to the region, accord-
ing to a Los Angeles Times report.

The VA is expected to begin working
immediately to return the property to its
intended use, but won’t release its master
plan for the campus until October.

Ending veteran homelessness is a real
challenge, Blasi said, but itis “nothing com-
pared to what the veterans have done.”

“We have to step up,” he said.

hlad jennifer@stripes.com

Brigade in Kuwait to be one of
largest ground forces in region

The Associated Press

FORT CARSON, Colo. — More than
4,000 Fort Carson soldiers are heading to
Kuwait, where they will take over as one of
America’s largest ground forces in the re-
gion after President Barack Obama asked
Congress to authorize military action
against terrorists who are cutting a large
swath across the Middle East.

Obama ruled out large-scale U.S. ground
combat operations similar to those in Iraq
and Afghanistan, but he asked for the op-
tion to use military force against Islamic
State fighters for three years. The fight
could be extended to any “closely related

successor entity” to the Islamic State or-
ganization that has overrun parts of Iraq
and Syria, imposed an extreme form of
Sharia law and killed several hostages it
has taken, Americans among them.

The U.S. Army has kept a brigade in Ku-
wait since the end of the Irag War in 2011.
Those soldiers, including two units from
Fort Carson, have worked to train local
troops from throughout the Middle East.

In its most recent deployment to Kuwait,
a combat team from Fort Carson conduct-
ed training missions with allies including
Jordan and the United Arab Emirates,
which have joined the coalition against Is-
lamic State fighters.

Research Iabumtory 's former USS Shadwell in Mobile, Ala.

Joun F. WiLwiams/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy
Coleman Knabe, a graduate student at V’rglma Tech, assists as a Shipboard
Robot

a fire during testing aboard the Naval
., in November.

Navy tests robot for
fighting fires on ships

By BrocK VERGAKIS
The Associated Press

NORFOLK, Va. — The Navy has devel-
oped a prototype of a man-sized robot to
do one of the most dangerous jobs aboard a
ship: fight a fire.

Standing S feet, 10 inches and weigh-
ing in at about 140 pounds, the humanoid
robot is capable of walking on an uneven
ship floor and seeing through smoke, de-
tecting a heat source and extinguishing a
fire with a hose. Shipboard fires that aren’t
contained quickly can cause extensive
damage and threaten the lives of crew-
members as well as the survivability of the
ship itself. Having a robot as part of a fire-
fighting crew would allow sailors to come
in behind the two-legged humanoid after it
has detected where the fire is coming from
and has started spraying it with water.

“In the civilian world, if the fire’s too
intense, the fireman can decide just to let
it go. On the ship, you don’t have that op-
tion. You've got to fight it,” said Thomas
McKenna, the Office of Naval Research’s
program manager for human-robot inter-
action and cognitive neuroscience.

The Navy estimates that it’s at least five
years away from getting the technology to
a point where it’s ready for procurement,
but completing a series of tests aboard a
ship in Mobile, Ala., in November was a
significant milestone, McKenna said.

A video shot by the Navy aboard the for-
mer USS Shadwell — a decommissioned
landing ship — shows the battery-powered

robot walking w1th a hose that it held in
oneof its 1 1 arms and extinguish-
ing a fire.

Virginia Tech students who developed
the robot during the past four years are
seen guiding it from computers, but they’re
already working on an upgraded version of
the robot that would operate independently
as part of a Defense Department compe-
tition to develop robots for natural disas-
ter responses that are too dangerous for
people.

Fighting a fire aboard a ship with a robot
presents a unique set of challenges. That’s
because it has to be able to go up and down
steep ladders and must step through some
passageway doors that are elevated so they
can be sealed off from water, making a
wheeled robot less desirable.

At Virginia Tech, which has done work
for the military developing robotic jellyfish,
among other things, the school already had
experience with legged machines because
it had developed soccer-playing robots.

“Walking on two legs is really, really
challenging,” said Coleman Knabe, a Vir-
ginia Tech graduate student from York-
town who had worked on a team developing
the robot for four years.

Aside from its maneuverability aboard
a ship, using a humanoid has other advan-
tages. It can wear the same type of fire pro-
tection suits that human firefighters wear
and no special tools need to be created for
it to do its job. Ideally, it will be able to use
drills or other equipment sailors already
have available.
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Hostage: Some family members criticize White House for failed rescue

FROM FRONT PAGE

The finality of that news has
given rise to painful questions
about whether more could have
been done to save the hostages.
Grieving relatives of the victims,
some of whom have accused
the administration of waiting
too long to launch a rescue mis-
sion, have also criticized the U.S.
policy of non-negotiation with
hostage-takers.

The administration has ac-
knowledged it could do better at
communicating with the fami-
lies, notwithstanding its ongoing
rejection of paying ransom, and
has launched a review led by
the National Counterterrorism
Center. “We will do everything
we can, short of providing an
incentive for future Americans
to be caught,” President Barack
Obama said in an interview last
week with BuzzFeed.

But some of those who worked
on the rescue mission say they
believe the White House itself
is at least partly to blame for the
failure. They charge that there
were delays in bringing the plan
to Obama’s desk, and that, as a
result, the rescuers missed the
hostages by a matter of days, or
even hours.

In interviews with The Wash-
ington Post and in other published
accounts, a number of opera-
tional-level U.S. intelligence and
military officials, speaking on
condition of anonymity to voice
criticism of higher-ups, have
said their disappointment at the
failure of the mission was mixed
with frustration over the decision
process.

Obama himself acknowledged
in the BuzzFeed interview that
they “probably missed [the hos-
tages] by a day or two.” But, he
said, it was inaccurate “to say
that the United States govern-
ment hasn’t done everything we
could.”

Senior administration officials
strongly denied there was any
delay in the approval, especially
once it reached the White House.

Instead, four senior officials
directly involved in the decision,
and several others with close
knowledge of it, said that one of
the most complex and dangerous
such efforts ever undertaken had
moved through the planning, ap-
proval and execution process at
what one called “warp speed.”

To prove their point, the offi-
cials revealed new details about
a rescue mission that, once it
failed, was never intended to be
made public.

CourTesy oF THE Kassic FamiLy/AP

U.S. aid worker Peter Kassig delivers supplies for Syrian refugees. Kassig was beheaded by Islamic

State militants in November.

‘It wasn’t a nice little
surgical operation’

“For us, the clock starts when
they tell us they have an operation
that they want the president to
review and approve,” said Susan
Rice, Obama’s national security
adviser. The clock on the mission
to rescue James Foley, Steven
Sotloff, Peter Kassig and Kayla
Mueller “began on a Friday and
ended on a Saturday evening”
when the president, meeting with
his top advisers, gave the “go”
order.

“It can’t happen any faster
than that . . . particularly given
the complexity of the risk,” Rice
said.

A senior Defense Department
official said he understood the
frustration of intelligence op-
eratives, planners and “the guys
ready to go.”

But this “was a risky operation,
deep into Syria, where we hadn’t
been before,” he said. “It involved
a lot of people,” with substantial
danger to both the troops and the
hostages themselves. “It wasn’t a
nice little surgical operation.”

Moreover, while the rescuers
found evidence at the site that the
hostages had been there, the mis-
sion was launched with no defini-
tive intelligence confirming their
presence.

“There wasn’t a hot, smoking
trail,” the Pentagon official said.

‘An incredibly
risky decision’

Deputy White House national
security adviser Ben Rhodes
acknowledged the feeling that
“if the timing had been differ-
ent, maybe the outcome would
have been different. The fact of
the matter is, if you're talking
about a major military operation
inside Syria, the notion that you
shouldn’t have any review of the
plan before it goes to the presi-
dent for signature is contrary to
how things should be done.”

“Frankly, the president made
an incredibly risky decision,”
Rhodes said. “In some respects,
it was more risky than the bin
Laden operation.”

“Hostage rescues are the hard-
est thing we do,” the senior Pen-
tagon official said. “It’s twice as
hard as capturing a prisoner” in
a hostile environment overseas,
as Special Operations forces have
done successfully on a number
of occasions during the Obama
administration.

If the target prisoner gets killed
in the process, he said, “it’s no big

Osama bin Laden, whether or
not it was part of the plan, ended
up dead. Terrorism suspects cap-
tured by U.S. raids into Libya
— Nazih Abdul-Hamed al-Ruqai
in 2013 and Ahmed Abu Khattala
in 2014 — both ended up in U.S.

prisons.

But a rescue mission is a differ-
ent story. According to a range of
officials involved in such actions,
the factors weighed begin with
the level of certainty about where
the hostage is located. There was
only one case among attempted
and successful rescues in recent
years when there was absolute
knowledge of where a hostage
was and the conditions of captiv-
ity, officials said.

The January 2012 rescue of
American aid worker Jessica Bu-
chanan and her Danish colleague
was considered a relative piece of
cake. With substantial overhead
and ground intelligence, the Pen-
tagon assured Obama that they
were completely confident of her
position in the wilds of north-cen-
tral Somalia. They knew the al-
Shabab fighters holding her were
lightly armed and poorly trained
and that there were no reinforce-
ments nearby.

Ateam of Navy SEALSs dropped
into the camp. One jumped atop
Buchanan to shield her, the oth-
ers killed a number of her guards.
The successful operation was
over in minutes.

Last fall, long after the Bu-
chanan operation and the failed
summer raid in Syria, U.S. com-
mandos made two attempts to
rescue American photojournalist
Luke Somers, kidnapped by al-
Qaida in Yemen in 2013.

In planning for the first at-

JaBer Aumap GHRAB/AP

American photojournalist Luke
Somers, left, works in Sanaa,
‘Yemen, on July 17, 2013, before
he was captured by al-Qaida.

tempt, in late November, of-
ficials believed that several
hostages were being held in a
cave, although they were not sure
Somers was among them. There
was no information that his life
was in immediate danger, but the
location was considered easy and
the risk to U.S. forces was judged
to be fairly low. The operational
plan was presented to the White
House on Thursday; Obama ap-
proved it on Sunday.

All of the presumed terrorists
at the site were killed. One of
the rescuers was wounded in the
arm. Somers was not there.

Less than two weeks later, new
intelligence located Somers in
a compound of buildings in the
southern Yemeni province of
Shabwah, and there was a “clear
indication he was about to be
killed,” the senior Pentagon of-
ficial said. Intelligence on the
location was good, although the
assessed risk was high. Signifi-
cant components of the previous
attempt were still in place, and
Obama’s approval came within a
day.

The Dec. 6 mission resulted in
the deaths of Somers and another
hostage the Americans said they
did not know was being held with
him, South African aid worker
Pierre Korkie. Both were shot by
their captors, who were alerted
to the landing force before U.S.
commandos could reach the site
on foot. Korkie’s family and em-
ployer later said the failed rescue
mission came just as they were
negotiating his release.

In March and April of last year,
Islamic State militants in Syria
released at least six European
hostages. Although the exact
circumstances of their freedom
remain murky, most if not all
are presumed to have been ex-
changed for ransom.

SEE HOSTAGE ON PAGE 7

President Barack Obama himself acknowledged in a BuzzFeed interview that they
“probably missed [the hostages] by a day or two.” But, he said, it was inaccurate
“to say that the United States government hasn’t done everything we could.”
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Hostage: Despite the risky

FROM PAGE 6

At least some of the captives
had been held with the Ameri-
cans. The Islamic State frequent-
ly moves its captives, but after
debriefing the released Europe-
ans, U.S. intelligence officials
believed that at least Foley, and
possibly more, were at a location
outside the militants’ de facto
headquarters in the north-cen-
tral Syrian city of Ragqa. On that
basis, the Joint Special Opera-
tions Command, or JSOC, began
drawing up a rescue plan.

The hostage site was described
as a compound of buildings, in-
cluding a small oil refinery, on
the city’s outskirts. A substantial
concentration of militant troops
was said to be nearby, along with
the main Islamic State force in
Ragqa, whose pre-war population
totaled about 220,000 civilians.

At the time — months before
U.S. airstrikes would begin in
September — there was virtually
no air surveillance over Syria
and little desire to risk engaging
Syrian government air defenses.
Information from the released
hostages, the administration
believed, was inconclusive and
intelligence from inside the coun-
try, particularly from areas whol-
ly occupied by the Islamic State,
was scant at best. The Tampa,
Florida-based Central Command,
presented with a preliminary pro-
posal by JSOC, was hesitant.

‘Nothing was done to
save our ... Americans’

Meanwhile, the hostages’ fami-
lies had been gathering their own
intelligence. To them, the situa-
tion seemed far more clear-cut
than it did to the administration,
which they believed was drag-
ging its feet.

Some remain bitter. “Noth-
ing was done to save our young
Americans,” Diane Foley said
in an ABC News interview last
week. Her son and the others
were “held for nearly two years
and there were many opportuni-
ties along the way: several times
when the captors reached out,
several times when returning
hostages brought sensitive infor-
mation,” she said.

“It is no secret that the admin-
istration neglected this case,”
Barak Barfi, the principal hos-
tage adviser to the Sotloff family
alleged in an interview. “It never
dedicated the necessary resourc-
es to locate the Americans. ... The
administration was always two
steps behind us as we were the
first to debrief European hostag-
es as well as receive information
from Syrians who had been held
with the Americans.”

For the administration, the
breakthrough that pushed the
rescue plan forward came in mid-
June with the release of another
European, Danish photojournal-
ist Daniel Rye Ottosen. After a
ransom of what Danish newspa-
pers said was about $2.3 million
was paid, Ottosen was taken by
the Islamic State from the Ragqa
prison on June 17.

He was released from a mili-
tant safe house near the Turkish
border on June 19, and on June

22, FBI agents interviewed him
in Denmark. Ottosen helped so-
lidify the information learned
from the other released hostages.
He had been with all four of the
Americans just days before and
provided a description of the pris-
on site so exact that planners had
enough certainty of where it was,
and what the rescuers would en-
counter when they touched down,
that the plan began to move up
the military chain of command.

The Central Command signed
off, despite ongoing doubts about
the quality of the intelligence, the
large amount of troops and other
assets involved, and the fact that
Syria was unknown territory, ad-
ministration officials said. From
the Central Command it went to
the Joint Staff, and then to De-
fense Secretary Chuck Hagel,
who signed it and sent it to the
White House.

Rescue plan ‘was so
freaking complicated’

The plan, by all accounts, was
unprecedented in its degree of
difficulty and hazard. More than
100 Special Operations forces
were to be involved, along with
an array of fixed-wing aircraft
and helicopters.

“It required more resources,
more effort, more time to stage
and prepare” than any previous
such operation and involved rep-
resentatives of all U.S. military
services, a Pentagon official said.
“It was so freaking complicated.”

Because of the presence of a
large force of Islamic State fight-
ers, this official said, the plan
involved several “diversionary el-
ements” designed to “distract the
handlers from the site.”

“We had to have the assistance
of some countries in order to stage
assets,” a senior administration
official involved in the process
said. “That is not a decision that
the Defense Department or JSOC
can make.” Other officials said
the operation was launched from
Jordan.

“We had information that made
us think they could be there,” the
senior administration official said
of the Raqqa prison site. “But we
also didn’t know what they were
walking into. We didn’t have a
huge intelligence base. We didn’t
have overwatch. We didn’t have a
lot of what you might have in other
operations.” The risk to both the
hostages and the commandos was
assessed as high.

For the Special Operations
forces readying to take action, the
wait was nerve-racking. “These
guys are snake eaters,” the Pen-
tagon official said. “They move
quickly, they don’t want to be
slowed down for anything. They
don’t live in the world” of policy
decisions.

Senior representatives from
all national security depart-
ments and agencies convened at
the White House early on Fri-
day, June 27. Later that day, their
Cabinet-level principals met to
examine the plan so that it could
be presented to the president with
all questions answered and risks
assessed.

On Saturday, it was forwarded

plan, Obama gave OK for rescue attempt

Matt Hinshaw, The (Prescott, Ariz.) Daily Courier/AP

Carl and Marsha Mueller, the parents of Kayla Jean Mueller, seen above speaking to a group in Prescott,
Ariz., in May 2013, released a statement last week saying they have been told by members of the
Islamic State group that she has died. The White House also issued a statement confirming her death.

to Obama, with arecommendation
for approval, by his top national
security team. “I frankly ex-
pected the president to say, being
presented with such a high risk,
complex operation, ‘OK, thank
you, let me sleep on it,” said a
senior official who was present at
the meeting in the White House
situation room. Obama signed off
before the meeting ended.

Presidential approval set a se-
ries of events in motion. Jordan
needed to be briefed on the final
plan and agree to it. Special Oper-
ations forces assigned to the mis-
sion had to be gathered at their
home base at Fort Bragg and
transported to the Middle East.
Aircraft had to be positioned to
carry the rescuers in and out,
participate in the diversions and
conduct overhead surveillance
while the operation was under-
way. The weather and phases of
the moon had to be studied, to en-
sure cover of darkness.

The commandos would fly in
heavily armed Black Hawk he-
licopters from the Army’s 160th
Special ~ Operations  Aviation
Regiment, known as the “Night
Stalkers.”

When the force landed in the
early morning of July 4 in Syria,
their stay was brief. What one
military official said was “a good
number” of militants were killed.
One U.S. servicemember received
aminor injury when Islamic State
fire hit a helicopter.

There were no hostages. De-
spite later conjecture that they
might have been moved only a
few hours earlier, and Obama’s
estimate of a day or two, several
senior administration and mili-
tary officials said it could have
been days, or a week or more.
“We don’t know,” said one. “We
know that they were there, based
on what we found. But we don’t
know” when they left.

News of the raid, and its failure,
would not become public until
Aug. 20, the day after the Islamic
State posted a video of Foley’s
beheading.

A similar video of Sotloff’s
killing was posted on Sept. 2, fol-
lowed by Kassig on Nov. 16. Last
week, when Mueller’s death was

ar the ration
confirmed that she, too, had been
one of the four held at the prison
outside Raqqga.

U.S. and Jordanian officials de-
nied that she had been Killed, as
the militants claimed, by a coali-
tion airstrike.

“I understand the frustrations
of folks who are working their
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War vote confronts presidential hopefuls

By JuLIE PACE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In 2002, Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton cast a vote in favor of the
Iraq War that would later come to haunt
her presidential campaign.

Now, a new crop of senators eyeing the
‘White House — Republicans Marco Rubio,
of Florida; Rand Paul, of Kentucky; and
Ted Cruz, of Texas — will face a similar
choice over authorizing military action in
the Middle East.

A vote in favor of President Barack
Obama’s use-of-force resolution would
give the potential candidates a share of the
responsibility for the outcome of military
action in a combustible region. As Clinton
learned well, the public’s support for a mil-
itary campaign can quickly fade, making
the long-term implications of the vote dif-
ficult to predict.

Obama asked lawmakers last week to
approve a three-year offensive against the
Islamic State group and affiliated forces.
His request includes no constraints on
geographical boundaries but would bar
“enduring offensive combat” — intention-
ally vague language that some lawmakers
fear leaves open the prospect of a U.S.-led
ground war.

So far, most of the 2016 hopefuls current-
ly in Congress have sidestepped questions
about how they would vote on Obama’s mea-

AP photos
A vMe by then-U.S. Sen Hlllary Rodllam Clinton, left, in 2002 in favor of the Iraq
her p Current

‘White House bids,

mcludmg Florida Repnhllcan Sen. Marco Rubio, right, will have to make a similar
choice about President Barack Obama’s use-of-force request.

sure, which could be amended before they
have to say yes or no. Among Republicans,
Rubio has been perhaps the most specific in
outlining his views, saying he opposes the
president putting constraints on his ability
to use military force against an enemy.

“What we need to be authorizing the
president to do is to destroy them and to
defeat them, and allow the commander
in chief — both the one we have now and
the one who will follow — to put in place
the tactics, the military tactics, necessary
to destroy and defeat ISIL,” Rubio said,
using an alternate acronym for the Islamic
State.

A spokesman for Paul said Friday that
the senator is reviewing the legislation but
has not decided how he would vote. Cruz
has called for Congress to “strengthen” the
legislation by making sure the president
is committed to clear objectives. He also
has suggested the authorization should in-
clude a provision to directly arm the Iragi
Kurds, but it is unclear what other changes
he wants to see.

Despite Americans’ war weariness,
there is public support for formally autho-
rizing the mission. An NBC News/Marist
poll released Friday showed that 54 per-
cent of respondents want their member of

Congress to vote for Obama’s request.

Clinton, who is laying the groundwork
for another presidential run, will also be
pressed to take a position. But this time
around, she will have the advantage of
weighing in from the outside, without the
pressure of voting.

“You can talk about the subject without
actually being pinned down on a particular
vote that you're going to have to defend for
years to come,” said Jim Manley, a long-
time aide to the late Edward Kennedy, the
Massachusetts Democrat who worked to
get Clinton and other Democrats to vote
against the 2002 war authorization.

Clinton has made no public comments
since Obama sent lawmakers the draft leg-
islation last week, and her spokesman did
not respond to a request for her position
Friday.

The former secretary of state has previ-
ously called the fight against the Islamic
State group a “long-term struggle” and has
said military action is essential to prevent
the group from making further advances.

The military campaign against the Is-
lamic State militants began six months
ago, and Obama is, in effect, seeking Con-
gress’ approval retroactively.

He has said the current mission is legal-
ly justified under the 2002 authorization
President George W. Bush used to start the
Iraqg War — the resolution Clinton voted
for.

Legal questions unlikely to deter health care ruling

By MARK SHERMAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Despite
questions about four challengers’
legal right to bring their lawsuit,
the Supreme Court probably will
not be deterred from deciding
whether millions of people cov-
ered by the health care overhaul
are eligible for the subsidies that
make their insurance affordable.

The court will hear arguments
in early March over whether the
Affordable Care Actallows people
in states without their own insur-
ance markets to receive federal
tax credits that reduce coverage
costs. The number of uninsured
could rise by 8 million if the sub-
sidies disappear, two independent
think tanks have estimated.

The challengers, who live in
Virginia, object to being forced to
get insurance or pay a penalty. If
the subsidies were not available,
they would not pay a penalty for
failing to be insured because even
the cheapest health plan would
be too costly, according to sworn
statements they filed in 2013.

But the Wall Street Journal re-

ported that two are Vietnam vet-
erans who probably could obtain
health care through the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, mean-
ing they would not be affected by
the subsidies issue. The newspa-
per and Mother Jones reported
that a third plaintiff lived in a
motel at the time that her address
and age were used to calculate
the cost of insurance. She now
lives elsewhere in the state.

The fourth is a substitute school
teacher in Richmond who said she
could not recall how she became
involved in the case.

The Competitive Enterprise In-
stitute, an anti-regulatory group,
is paying for the legal challenges
and recruited the four.

The right to get into court on an
issue is known as standing.

“The important thing is there
has to be someone in the case who
is actually injured by the law,”
said Tara Grove, a law profes-
sor at the College of William and
Mary in Williamsburg, Va. “That
is what determines whether the
court has jurisdiction.” It takes
just one person who has been
harmed to keep a lawsuit alive,

Grove said.

The Obama administration or
the justices could ask lawyers
for the challengers to address the
questions that have been raised
about the four. The Justice De-
partment contended that two
would have earned too little to be
subject to the penalty, but lower
courts rejected that argument.
The administration did not chal-
lenge the presence of any of the
four at the Supreme Court.

The court could raise the topic
on its own. But given its decision
to take up the health law even in
the absence of the usual require-
ment that lower courts be divided
on an issue, several legal experts
doubted the plaintiffs’ situations
would derail the case.

“For a test case, these are not
the best people one could put
forward. It’s hard for them to
demonstrate that they’ve had an
actual injury,” said Robert Dud-
ley, a professor of government
and politics at George Mason
University in Fairfax, Va.

But the court creates its own
rules on whether it can reach a
decision in a case, Dudley said.

Technical issue with sign-ups fixed

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A technical
problem that had been interfering
with sign-ups for the U.S. health
care law has been fixed, officials
say. Any consumer whose enroll-
ment was hampered by the glitch
will be provided with a special en-
rollment period.

The problem popped up the day
before a Sunday deadline to sign
up for subsidized private health in-
surance. It had been intermittent,
meaning some people were able
to complete their applications and
submit them, Health and Human
Service Department spokeswom-
an Katie Hill said.

By Saturday night, the problem
had been resolved, Hill said in a
statement. Consumers affected by
the problem should log in to their
Marketplace account and click on
their 2015 application to finish it
and complete their enrollment for
health coverage, she said.

Some people trying to get cov-
erage hadn’t been able to get their
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income information electronically
verified. That’s crucial because
the amount of financial assistance
to help pay premiums is based on
people’s income.

The health care law offers
health insurance to people who
don’t have coverage on the job.
More than 8 in 10 of those who
apply qualify for help. Without it,
most can’t afford the coverage.

The IRS handles income veri-
fication for the HealthCare.gov
website. In a statement, Hill said
the problem was due to issues with
“external verification sources.”

The glitch seemed to affect peo-
ple with new applications. People
who previously submitted their
income details — but hadn’t com-
pleted the final step of picking a
plan — were still able to do so.

The official sign-up deadline
in the 37 states served by Health-
Care.gov is 2:59 a.m. Eastern time
Monday. The administration has
set a goal of 9.1 million people
signed up and paying their premi-
ums in 2015.




Monday, February 16, 2015

*STARS AND STRIPES®

SEIRREREEA] Pace 9

NATION

Snow, dangerous winds, cold
strike again in New England

By SyLvia LEE WINGFIELD
The Associated Press

BOSTON — Snow and danger-
ously high winds roared across
parts of New England in the dark
of night to face an army of road
crews and emergency workers
Sunday, who had readied them-
selves for the fourth winter on-
slaught in less than a month.
The odds favored the ominous
weather.

More than 6 feet of snow already
stood in some areas from previous
storms; a blizzard warning was in
effect for coastal communities
from Connecticut to Maine into
Monday; and a bone-chilling blast
of cold, with lows of minus-10 de-
grees, was in the Sunday night
forecast in parts of the region.

Heavy snow had moved into
parts of eastern Massachusetts
by early Sunday, according to

National Weather Service meteo-
rologist Alan Dunham.

Between 3 and 8 inches of snow
had fallen across parts of the re-
gion, with the heaviest in Boxford
in Essex County, which recorded
13 inches, Dunham said. Boston
also was getting hit with heavy
snow. Winds across the area also
were increasing in intensity.

Before it is all over, southern
New England could get several
more inches of snow and Maine
could see up to 2 feet, weather
forecasters said.

“On Sunday, the best thing
people can do is stay home, stay
indoors,” said William Bab-
cock, another weather service
meteorologist.

Gov. Charlie Baker in Mas-
sachusetts and Gov. Gina Rai-
mondo in Rhode Island warned
motorists to stay off the roads.

Baker stopped short of an out-
right travel ban.

“I can’t stress this enough,”
Baker said. “Please stay off the
roads ... so the crews can do the
work they need to do to remove
this snow.”

Transportation officials in the
region had taken precautions.
Nearly 400 Sunday flights were
canceled at Boston’s Logan Inter-
national Airport, and none was
scheduled Sunday morning. The
Massachusetts Bay Transporta-
tion Authority canceled all rail,
bus and ferry service in the Bos-
ton area on Sunday.

Babcock said gusts could max
out at 75 mph — hurricane ter-
ritory — on Cape Cod. Officials
warned of possible power out-
ages, and north-facing or vulner-
able coastal areas could suffer
flooding and beach erosion, the

Republicans say Obama giving
immigrants ‘amnesty bonuses’

By STEPHEN OHLEMACHER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Millions of
immigrants benefiting from Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s executive
actions could get a windfall from
the IRS, a reversal of fortune
after years of paying taxes to help
fund government programs they
were banned from receiving.

Armed with new Social Securi-
ty numbers, many of these immi-
grants who were living in the U.S.
illegally now will be able to claim
up to four years’ worth of tax cred-
its designed to benefit the work-
ing poor. For big families, that’s
a maximum of nearly $24,000, as
long as they can document their
earnings during those years.

Some Republicans are label-
ing the payments “amnesty bo-
nuses,” one more reason they
oppose Obama’s program shield-
ing millions of immigrants from
deportation.

“Irepresent hard-working, law-
biding Texans,” said Rep. Sam
Johnson, a senior Republican on
the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee. “I think these amnesty
rewards, and that’s what they are,
need to be stopped.”

Advocates argue that many of

these immigrants pay taxes, so
they should be able to claim the
same tax credits as anybody else.
During the past decade, immi-
grants in the U.S. illegally have
paid an estimated $100 billion in
Social Security payroll taxes, even
though few will ever be able to col-
lect benefits, said Stephen Goss,
Social Security’s chief actuary.

Obama has issued executive
orders shielding about 4 million
immigrants from deportation.
Some were brought to the U.S.
as children; others are parents of
children who are either U.S. citi-
zens or legal residents.

Republicans in Congress op-
pose Obama’s actions and are
trying to use a funding bill for the
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity to overturn them. Democrats
are resisting, resulting in a stale-
mate that is threatening to shut
down the department.

Funding for the department,
which oversees immigration en-
forcement, runs out Feb. 27.

The dispute over tax credits
illustrates the complicated rela-
tionship that many immigrants
have with the U.S. tax system.
Social Security estimates that
immigrants living in the country
illegally work at about the same

rate as the rest of the population,
even though federal law bars
them from employment.

In general, they are less likely
to pay federal taxes. Those who
do have been boosting Social Se-
curity’s finances for years.

How does Social Security know
when it receives taxes from im-
migrants who are in the U.S. il-
legally? There is no foolproof
method, Goss said. One way is by
tracking reported wages in which
the Social Security number does
not match the name the agency
has on file.

Some of those are clerical er-
rors or unreported name changes,
But Goss estimates that a major-
ity of these wages come from
immigrants who have made up
Social Security numbers or used
someone else’s.

The numbers are huge.

From 2003 to 2012, the total was
nearly $750 billion in wages. Tell-
ingly, only 7 percent of those wages
are ever claimed and credited to
an actual worker, Goss said.

There are an estimated 11 mil-
lion to 12 million immigrants in
the U.S. illegally. By law, you must
have a Social Security number to
work in the U.S. but millions of
people work without them.
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A man shovels snow Sunday in Boston.

weather service said.

Ahead of the storm, forces gath-
ered to remove piles of snow and
to get ready for the next round.

Massachusetts called up hun-
dreds of National Guard troops to
assist with snow removal, and the
Hanscom Air Force base outside
Boston became a staging area for
heavy equipment pouring in from
eight other Northeast states to
help in the effort.

Crews worked urgently in Bos-
ton’s Financial District to remove
the massive amounts of snow that
clogged streets and triggered nu-
merous roof collapses.

The bad weather going into the
weekend spanned several states.
Winter storm warnings extend-
ed west into Michigan and Ohio,
where whiteout conditions led to
a pileup on the Ohio Turnpike
that killed at least two people.
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Claudia Morales, 13,
prepares to leave for
school at a migrant

laborers camp

/

' Seasonal migration

4 Farmworkers children repeatedly uprooted by California rules

By MArRTHA MENDOZA
The Associated Press

WATSONVILLE, Calif. — A lifetime
of moving has taught Claudia Morales to
start packing early, because like many
13-year-olds, her room “is always a
mess.”

The hoodies go in her suitcase, but as
usual, all her partially completed school-
work ends up in the trash. Just a week
later, Claudia has new notebooks, along
with new textbooks, and three bulging
suitcases to start unpacking 200 miles
away.

She does this every year. Twice.

In December, thousands of migrant
farmworker children were making their
annual trek to new schools in Califor-
nia, but they do so also at other times
throughout the country. During growing
season, their parents rent low-cost hous-
ing in federally subsidized labor camps,
but state rules mandate that families
move at least 50 miles away when the
camps close for the winter.

“We have a life we need to live,” Clau-
dia said. “I like both places, but when
I grow up I expect to have good work
and buy a house where we can stay
permanently.”

Claudia gets straight As at one school,
somewhat lower grades at her other.
But as years pass and coursework gets
more complex, the odds rise against
her. Eventually, about 90 percent of kids
living in seasonal worker housing drop
out of school, according to the San Jose-
based nonprofit human rights organiza-
tion Human Agenda.

At Aptos Junior High School, where
Claudia started eighth grade last fall,
migrant counselor Juan Alcantar said he
has a handful of students who are flunk-
ing every class, biding their months be-
fore their move, sometimes as far away
as Mexico.

“They see themselves as visitors on
this campus,” he said. “They figure, ‘I
come from a labor camp next to a dump
site. I don’t belong, and I'm leaving
soon.””

A state lawmaker last year tried to
change the 50-mile rule, but the bill died
in committee.

For Claudia, the cycle continues. Her
labor camp is less than an hour drive
south of Silicon Valley, where in the past
S0 years the region has transitioned
from lush orchards and vegetable fields

to a global technology hub.

“This is a largely invisible population,
but we all should care a whole lot about
this,” said Stanford University Professor
Amado Padilla, who studies immigra-
tion. “Kids who don’t finish school end
up being a burden on society. On the flip
side, kids who are well-educated end up
being the caregivers both personally and

economically of the older generation.”

California has 24 seasonal farm-
worker centers, 1,900 apartments all
together, run by the state’s Office of Mi-
grant Housing. The program dates to
the 1930s, when the federal government
opened migrant labor camps for Dust
Bowl refugees.

The idea behind the 50-mile rule was
to provide seasonal housing for families
‘who come to an area to work only during
picking season.

State officials say that despite a sharp
drop-off in the past decade of migrating
farmworker families, the seasonal hous-
ing should not be occupied year-round
and hence unavailable for the next sea-
son’s pickers and planters.

“We are not aware of members of fam-
ilies being in jams or having a problem
with having to move away,” said Guerdon
Stuckey, an assistant deputy director at
the state Department of Housing and
Community Development. He said some
families move from crop to crop and are
not looking for permanent housing.

“We’ve met several of these farm-
workers and, on the contrary, they’re not
only aware of the many affordable hous-
ing options, they enjoy this lifestyle,” he

said.

Claudia’s family lives in a complex of
50 flimsy — Styrofoam and plywood —
prefabricated duplexes built in the late
1960s. Her bedroom window overlooks
a small valley, a county jail and a dump.
The rent of about $350 a month is still a
lot for Claudia’s dad, Juan Morales, who
made $9.50 an hour planting strawber-
ry root stocks in November.

Morales — in a large straw hat —
joked with nearby planters, all bent
at the waist, as loud music blared
over the field. But he got serious
when asked if Claudia, her brother
Jose, 7, and sister Maria, 16, will
ever join him. Legally they can start
picking at 13.

“I want them to get a good edu-
cation. I don’t want them working
here,” he said.

“They take the pain for us,” Clau-
dia said of her parents’ labors.

Claudia started school each fall rid-
ing a school bus with other labor camp
kids to Aptos Junior High, a buzzing
school splashed with murals in a largely
affluent community. After Thanksgiv-
ing, she moved to Palo Verde Union
School in Tulare, a newer campus in a
low-income community.

In the labor camp, Claudia knew just
about everybody. “I can walk around
with my eyes closed,” she said.

In Tulare, her family shares one room
of a mobile home in a gang-ridden neigh-
borhood. Claudia does not go out at night,
but she likes it there. She has her own bed
near the television where they watch her
beloved telenovelas, Spanish language
soap operas.

Claudia started physics last fall in her
science class. In September, they formed
teams to build a roller coaster. She told
her teacher she’d be gone before the due
date and so she sat that one out, a lucky
break, she said.

In Tulare, the science class was study-
ing chemistry.

“Who remembers what a molecule
is?” asked teacher Kevin Meneses on her
first day. “If I have two or more of a dif-
ferent type of atom stuck together, what
do I'have?”

Hands shot up. Students called out.
Claudia was still.

“I just listen, I write it down, but T
don’t raise my hand because I have no
idea what they’re asking about,” she
said, shrugging. “I just sit there.”
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Maintenance workers inspect the damage to one of the spires on
Benedictine Hall at St. Gregory’s University in Shawnee, Okla., in
November 2011 after two earthquakes hit the area in less than 24

hours.

Study: Daily, small
quakes in Oklahoma
raise risk of big ones

By SETH BORENSTEIN
The Associated Press

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Small
earthquakes shaking Oklahoma
and southern Kansas daily and
linked to energy drilling are dra-
matically increasing the chance
of bigger, dangerous quakes, fed-
eral research indicates.

This once-stable region is now
just as likely to see serious, dam-
aging and potentially harmful
earthquakes as the highest-risk
places east of the Rockies such as
New Madrid, Mo., and Charles-
ton, S.C., which had major quakes
in the past two centuries.

Still it’s a low risk, about a 1-in-
2,500-years chance of happening,
according to geophysicist William
Ellsworth of the U.S. Geological
Survey.

“To some degree, we’ve dodged
a bullet in Oklahoma,” Ellsworth
said after a presentation to the
American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science.

But, he added, “This is not to
say we expect a large earthquake
tomorrow.”

During the 90-minute session
on human-induced earthquakes,
three quakes larger than magni-
tude 3.1 hit northern Oklahoma.
Federal records show that since
Jan. 1, Oklahoma has had nearly
200 quakes that people have felt.
Those quakes started to increase
in 2008 and made dramatic
jumps in frequency in June 2013
and again in February 2014, Ells-
worth said.

They are mostly in areas with
energy drilling, often hydrau-
lic fracturing, a process known
as fracking. Many studies have
linked the increase in small
quakes to the process of injecting
wastewater deep underground
because it changes pressure and
triggers dormant faults.

Until now, those quakes were
mostly thought of as nuisances
and not really threats. But Ells-
worth’s continuing study, which
is not yet published, showed the
mere increase in the number of
tiny temblors raises the risk of
earthquakes that scientists con-
sider major hazards. That’s gen-
erally above a magnitude S with
older buildings and a magnitude 6
for modern ones, Ellsworth said.

“The more small earthquakes
we have, it just simply increases
the odds we’re going to have a
more damaging event,” Ellsworth
said.

A 2011 earthquake in Prague,
OKla., was a magnitude 5.7, caus-
ing some damage and hurting
two people. Some studies said
that was a side effect of the drill-
ing process, but other scientists
are not convinced.

Experts at the science ses-
sion said Ellsworth’s finding of a
higher risk for big quakes makes
sense.

“We are worried about this, no
question about it,” said Rex Bu-
chanan, interim director of the
Kansas Geological Survey.

Some schools are including
e-cigarettes in drug policies

By MicHAEL FELBERBAUM
The Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. — Some
schools are getting tougher on
e-cigarettes, even punishing
possession of the devices more
harshly than regular cigarettes.

The devices, which heat a nico-
tine solutions to create vapor in-
stead of burning tobacco, have
passed traditional smokes in pop-
ularity among teenagers. Schools
are clamping down because e-
cigarettes, sometimes also known
as vaporizers, also can be used for
illegal substances like marijuana.

Most schools have folded e-
cigarettes into their anti-tobacco
policies, which typically punish
students with detention, a letter
home and sometimes a tobacco
education class.

But other schools in states in-

STARS

cluding North Carolina, New Jer-
sey, Washington and Connecticut,
are grouping the devices in with
bongs and pipes, meaning stu-
dents could face long suspensions
and required drug tests and could
have possession of drug para-
phernalia marked on their school
records.

“Our goal is to reduce access
and discourage use on campus,”
said Sarah D’Annolfo, dean of
students at The Taft School in Wa-
tertown, Conn. The coed board-
ing school amended its policy this
school year to have e-cigarettes
fall under its drug and alcohol
policy. A disciplinary committee
made up of faculty and students
evaluate violations case-by-case,
but each could result in a week-
long suspension and a mark on
their record rather than a chat
with the dean and school doctor

and parental notification.

“It definitely sparks conversa-
tion within the school community
about e-cigarette use and the pos-
sible dangers and the possible
benefits,” D’Annolfo said. “That
conversation alone is a hugely im-
portant learning opportunity.”

According to an annual govern-
ment survey of more than 41,000
students, e-cigarettes have sur-
passed traditional smoking in
popularity among teens.

Some 16 percent of 10th-grad-
ers had tried an e-cigarette in
the past month, and 17 percent
of high school seniors. Regular
smoking continued inching down,
to 7 percent of 10th-graders and
14 percent of 12th-graders. How-
ever, the survey didn’t ask about
repeat use, or whether teens were
just experimenting with some-
thing new.
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Measles outbreak shows a
need for adult immunization

By Rosanna Xi1a
AND RonG-Gong Lin I
Los Angeles Times

Measles was once considered a
childhood illness, spreading rap-
idly across schools, playgrounds
and parks.

But the national measles out-
break that began two months ago
at Disneyland has showed an-
other side of the highly infectious
disease — that it is a danger to
people of all ages.

Adults 20 years and older make
up 59 percent of confirmed mea-
sles illnesses — and most had no
record of being immunized as
children. Now, health officials
are wrestling with how to better
monitor the vaccination levels of
adults to prevent even broader
spread of the disease. Right now,
officials focus on tracking immu-
nizations of young children.

The stakes are high, given how
quickly and easily measles can
spread. Adults pose a greater
risk than children of passing on
the disease because they travel

and come in contact with more
people.

With declining rates of child-
hood measles vaccinations in
California over the last dozen
years, experts say more adults
will be entering college and the
workforce without being fully
immunized.

“We’ve had this wake-up call
with Disneyland,” said Dr. James
Cherry, a UCLA professor and
primary editor of the “Textbook
of Pediatric Infectious Diseases.”
“Adults have been ignored for

ears.”

Some institutions already are
taking action. The University of
California announced last week
that it will for the first time re-
quire proof of four immuniza-
tions, including for measles, in
addition to an existing Hepatitis
B vaccine requirement.

KinderCare, anationwide chain
of about 1,500 day care centers,
said it will begin requiring mea-
sles vaccines for all staff working
with babies under 15 months old.
The chain also will collect re-

cords of measles immunizations
for all workers. The move came
as eight infants at a KinderCare
in a Chicago suburb fell ill with
the measles.

Much of the debate in recent
weeks has been about getting
more children immunized. But
now, there is talk about wheth-
er adults in schools should be
checked as well.

“In the past, we’'ve always
assumed that everybody was
immunized — teachers were im-
munized,” said Pamela Kahn,
health and wellness coordinator
for the Orange County Depart-
ment of Education. “As of now, I
think we’re pretty sure that most
teachers do have immunity, but
that is going to change in the next
few years because of the trend in
the last decade or two.”

It makes sense to consider ways
to make sure teachers have gotten
their vaccines, Kahn said.

“If you're going to require it of
students in schools, well, it should
probably be of the teachers,” she
said.

In drive to be 45th president, Jeb Bush
wrestles with legacies of 43rd, 41st

By PuiLip RUCKER
The Washington Post

BONITA SPRINGS, Fla. — Jeb
Bush came here this past week-
end to bask in the glow of his ex-
tended family. His sister called
him “remarkable and brilliant,” a
president-in-waiting. His mother
said she had changed her mind,
that it was time after all for an-
other Bush in the White House.
And his father, the 41st president,
cheered him on.

Yet even as Bush embraced his
dynastic family as relatives, he
tried not to get saddled by them
as politicians. When a reporter
asked how he might have handled
his brother’s unpopular wars in
Iraqg and Afghanistan differently,
Bush said: “I won't talk about the
past; I'll talk about the future. ...
It’s not about re-litigating any-
thing in the past.”

But it won’t be so easy to es-
cape the burdens of being a Bush.
Wrestling with how to handle the
legacies of the two previous, con-
troversial presidents in the fam-
ily, Bush and his advisers say one

of his foremost challenges will be
to establish his own political iden-
tity distinct from theirs, just as he
did in two successful campaigns
for governor here in Florida.

The campaign stickers his sup-
porters wore back then, and which
they are sporting anew these days,
say “Jeb!” with no hint of the Bush
name that comes after.

There are other ways the Bush
team thinks the Jeb brand could
be unique. His father, George
H.W. Bush, governed as a free-
spending, tax-raising, foreign-
policy pragmatist, while Jeb
Bush aims to offer himself as a
small-government conservative
reformer motivated chiefly by
domestic concerns.

‘Where older brother George W.
Bush was widely regarded as an
incurious and at times inept exec-
utive, Jeb Bush believes he might
appeal to voters as a competent
and details-oriented leader with
wonkish curiosity and a zest for
big ideas.

The 41st president presented as
a patrician patriot and public ser-
vant, while the 43rd styled himself
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as a brush-clearing cowboy with
Texas bravado. The Bush who
hopes to become the 45th thinks
he can do so by portraying him-
self as the embodiment of modern
America’s cultural melange: a flu-
ent Spanish speaker and Catholic
convert who married a Mexican
immigrant, made Miami his home
and preaches a gospel of inclusion
and opportunity.

As a scion of the most power-
ful family in Republican politics,
Bush, 62, has clear advantages,
namely a vast and loyal network
of donors, policy gurus, opera-
tives and grass-roots activists he
has begun to mobilize. He is far
ahead of his would-be rivals in
fundraising, with the possibility
of raising as much as $100 million
by spring.

But his family associations also
bring significant challenges and
risks. George H.W. Bush lost his
re-election campaign and was
blamed for a weak economy,
while George W. Bush left office
in 2009 amid the Great Recession
with a dismal approval rating of
34 percent.

Terry Tanc/AP

Caylyn Otto comforts her son, Oliver, at the Phoenix Children’s
Hospila_l on Friday. The baby, born nearly seven weeks early, is

from a heart

Arizona baby born
prematurely receives
heart transplant

By TERrY TANG
The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Caylyn Otto
bought a bracelet for her unborn
son, but not for his baptism.

“I pictured it being on an urn
or being buried with him,” Otto
said. “I never thought he’d get to
wear it.”

Now, instead of planning his
funeral, the Mesa, Ariz., den-
tal assistant can start planning
her son’s future. Born nearly
seven weeks early, Oliver be-
came one of the youngest heart
transplant recipients at Phoenix
Children’s Hospital last month.
He will need to be hospitalized
a few more weeks. But doctors
said Oliver, who was due Feb. 20,
has been doing remarkably well
post-transplant.

“He immediately looked like
a new baby,” said father Chris
Crawford, a pizza-delivery driver.

Otto said doctors noticed about
20 weeks into her pregnancy that
Oliver’s heart was significantly
enlarged. At an appointment a
month later, the heart had gotten
bigger. The couple, who have a
20-month-old son, then were told
to be prepared for their baby pos-
sibly being stillborn or to consult
with hospice caregivers.

Oliver was born Jan. 5 with
a heart the size of a S-year-old
child’s, with a large left ven-
tricle, Otto said. Dr. John Nigro,
the pediatric cardiothoracic
surgeon who performed the
transplant, said the heart was af-
fecting the infant’s lung and kid-

ney development.

Ideally, an infant needs to reach
a gestational age of 36 weeks be-
fore undergoing a heart trans-
plant, Nigro said. But Oliver was
put on the transplant list.

To everyone’s surprise, a donor
heartbecame available a few days
later. Though Oliver was not yet
at the ideal age, the surgical team
decided to have him go through
the 10-hour procedure.

“If you get the perfect donor,
you may never get that donor
again,” said Dr. Daniel Velez,
who was in charge of procuring
the heart and making sure it met
all the requirements needed for
Oliver.

Velez said the hospital conducts
about one heart transplant per
month. The last time the proce-
dure was performed on someone
as young as Oliver was about a
year ago. Nigro said everyone has
been pleasantly surprised at how
Oliver, who now weighs 7 pounds,
is coping.

“He’s a real fighter. There’s no
question about that,” Nigro said.

Oliver will have to be on im-
munosuppressant drugs and to be
constantly monitored for the rest
of his life. But there’s no reason
not to expect that he can’t go on
to live a normal life like going to
school and playing sports, Craw-
ford said. He said now they can
joke that the size of their son’s
heart was an indicator of who he
is as a person.

“That’s been the joke: He had
too much love. He had to give it
away,” Crawford said.
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15 1T "STARVE A COLD, FEED A FEVER,"
OR “FEED A COLD, STARYE A FEVER"?

HE ASKS THAT
TWICE A YEAR.
P =

AND ALWAYS HE NEVER DOES
DECIDES WS FIGURE OUT
“FEED" 'WHETHER HE'S 60T

S A COLD OR
- - A FEVER.
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: THE ROBOT SHOULD
MAKE AN APPOINTMENT WITH A BLACKSMITH.
HE’S CONCERNED ABOUT HIS METAL HEALTH.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals Y
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Ukraine cease-fire largely holds; town tense

By PETR JoSEK
AND PETER LEONARD
The Associated Press

LUHANSKE, Ukraine — A
cease-fire that went into effect
Sunday in eastern Ukraine ap-
peared largely to be holding, of-
ficials said, except for around
the strategic railway hub of
Debaltseve.

Heavy fog shrouding sodden
fields muffled the sound of artil-
lery, but regular shelling could
still be heard from Luhanske, a
town about 9 miles to the north-
west. Associated Press journalists
were blocked from moving closer
by Ukrainian troops, who said it
was not safe to travel ahead.

The cease-fire has kindled
slender hopes of reprieve from
the conflict between government
troops and Russia-backed sepa-
ratists that has claimed more than
5,300 lives since it began in April.

Attention will be focused in
the coming days on Debaltseve,

where Ukrainian forces for weeks
have been fending off severe on-
slaughts from the rebels. The
town is a railway link between
the main separatist-held cities of
Donetsk and Luhansk.

This latest cessation of hostili-
ties was agreed to after a mara-
thon session of diplomacy last
week that brought together the
leaders of Ukraine, Russia, Ger-
many and France for talks in the
capital of Belarus, Minsk.

Under the deal hammered out
at those negotiations, the prog-
ress of the cease-fire is to be
monitored by observers from the
Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe.

The head of the OSCE monitor-
ing mission, Ertugrul Apakan,
said that the organization has dis-
patched 20 patrols to monitor the
state of the cease-fire.

“We made an attempt to send
our monitors to Debaltseve. How-
ever, our patrol has been refused
access by the so-called DPR,”

Apakan said, using the acronym
for the Donetsk People’s Republic
separatist movement.

Apakan said the cease-fire was
being respected on the whole,
barring some isolated instances.

A spokesman for the Ukraini-
an army general staff, Vladislav
Seleznyov, said during a morning
briefing that shelling was noted
10 times, with all but one inci-
dent occurring in the Debaltseve
area.

Another military spokesman,
Andriy Lysenko, said Sunday that
nine Ukrainian troops had died
during the previous day’s unrest.

The rebels, in turn, have ac-
cused the Ukrainians of deploy-
ing artillery in the Debaltseve
area shortly after midnight. Also,
they argue that because they
have fully encircled Debaltseve,
the territory should be deemed as
being theirs.

But Ukrainian President Petro
Poroshenko, as he issued the
cease-fire order at one minute

after midnight Kiev time Sun-
day, said the road to the town re-
mained open and that Ukrainian
troops there had been resupplied
with ammunition.

Atanarmy checkpointalongthe
road to Debaltseve, a commander
said the shelling appeared to
have come from an area beyond
Debaltseve controlled by “gangs
other than the Russians and the
separatists, such as Cossacks.”
The commander, who would
identify himself only as Sanich,
said these forces “submitted to no
authority.”

Donetsk, the separatist strong-
hold, was quiet Sunday morning
with no shelling from government
forces, the Donetsk News Agency,
a separatist mouthpiece, report-
ed, citing the city administration.

In the Luhansk region, two ci-
vilians were killed shortly after
midnight in the government-
controlled town of Popasne as a
result of shelling, regional author-
ities said. The town lies directly

on the front line, only a mile or
two from the nearest separatist
positions.

The shells hit a shop, a medi-
cal clinic and a private residence,
Luhansk Governor Hennadiy
Moskal said in a statement. “The
owners of the house — an 87-
year-old man and a 67-year-old
woman — died under the ruins,”
Moskal said.

The hours before the cease-fire
were marked by ferocious battles
around Debaltseve as Ukrainian
armed forces undertook desper-
ate attempts to gain control over a
highway linking the town to their
rearguard.

The U.S. State Department
said satellite images from eastern
Ukraine offer “credible pieces of
evidence” that the Russian mili-
tary has deployed larger amounts
of artillery and multiple rocket
launchers around Debaltseve to
shell Ukrainian forces. The im-
ages could not immediately be
verified.

POLIZEI

JULIAN STRATENSCHULTE, DPA/AP

Germany parade canceled over threat

A woman dressed up for Carnival talks to a poli
Braunschweig canceled a popular Carnival street parade

Police in

Sunday in B

of fears of an i

Islamist

terrorist attack. Police spokesman Thomas Geese said police received credible information that there
was a “concrete threat of an attack” on Sunday’s parade and called on all visitors to stay at home.

Braunschweig’s Carnival parade is the biggest one in northern

visitors each year.

Germany and draws about 250,000

Female suicide bomber Kkills 16 in Nigeria

The Associated Press

MAIDUGURI, Nigeria — A
teenage female suicide bomber
blew herself up at a crowded bus
station in northeast Nigeria on
Sunday, killing at least 16 and
wounding 30 others.

Most of the victims were chil-
dren who had either been selling
peanuts or begging for money
at the time of the explosion, wit-
nesses said.

The bomber managed to get
through the security check at
the entrance to the bus station
in Damaturu, the capital of Yobe
state, and detonated herself at 1
p.m. local time.

“It was an eyesore looking at
the scene which is littered with
chopped flesh and battered bodies
of victims,” said Hassan Umar.

The suicide bomber was a teen-
ager, said Umar, who said he saw

her remains.

“The girl that carried out the
suicide should be around 16 years
old, because her face was a bit
matured,” Umar said.

Atleast eight of the bodies were
taken to the mortuary at Dama-
turu Specialists Hospital, said a
worker who spoke to The Associ-
ated Press by phone and asked for
anonymity because he is not au-
thorized to speak to the media.

Police in Denmark
Kkill man suspected
in shooting spree

By JAN M. OLSEN
AND KARL RITTER
The Associated Press

COPENHAGEN, Denmark
— Danish police shot and killed
a man early Sunday suspected of
carrying out shooting attacks at
a free speech event and then at a
Copenhagen synagogue, killing a
Danish documentary filmmaker
and amember of the Scandinavian
country’s Jewish community. Five
police officers also were wounded
in the attacks.

“Denmark has been hit by ter-
ror,” Danish Prime Minister Helle
Thorning-Schmidt said. “We do
not know the motive for the al-
leged perpetrator’s actions, but
we know that there are forces that
want to hurt Denmark. They want
to rebuke our freedom of speech.”

Jens Madsen, head of the Dan-
ish intelligence agency PET, said
investigators believe the gun-
man was inspired by Islamic
radicalism.

“PET is working on a theory
that the perpetrator could have
been inspired by the events in
Paris. He could also have been in-
spired by material sent out by (the
Islamic State group) and others,”
Madsen said.

Islamic radicals carried out a
massacre at the Charlie Hebdo
newsroom in Paris last month,
followed by an attack on Jews at
a kosher grocery store, taking the
lives of 17 victims.

At a news conference, Mad-
sen also said investigators have
identified the suspect and that he
is someone who had been on the
agency’s “radar.” He did not re-
veal his identity.

Later Sunday, at least two peo-
ple with handcuffs were taken out
by police from an Internet cafe in
Copenhagen, Danish media re-
ported. Police spokesman Steen
Hansen told The Associated Press
that “the action was part of the po-
lice investigation” but declined to
give further details.

The Danish Film Institute said
the 55-year-old man Kkilled at the
free speech event was documen-
tary filmmaker Finn Noergaard.

The institute’s chief, Henrik Bo
Nielsen, said he was shocked and
angry to find out Noergaard was
gunned down while attending a
discussion on art and free speech.

Noergaard directed and pro-
duced documentaries for Danish
television, including 2004’s “Boo-
merang Boy” about an Australian
boy’s dreams to become a world
boomerang champion, and 2008’s
“Le Le” about Vietnamese immi-
grants in Denmark.

Denmark’s Chief Rabbi, Jair
Melchior, identified the Jewish
victim as Dan Uzan, 37, a longtime
security guard for the 7,000-strong
community. He was guarding a
building behind the synagogue
during a bat mitzvah when he was
shot in the head. Two police offi-
cers who were there were slightly
wounded.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu decried the attack
and said his government plans to
encourage a “massive immigra-
tion” of Jews from Europe.

Other leaders also condemned
the attacks, including British
Prime Minister David Camer-
on, German Chancellor Angela
Merkel and European Union
President Donald Tusk.
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ILLUSTRATION BY BEV
SCHILLING

Scientists say memory of autobiographical events is pliable, even unreliable

By Amy ELLis NutT
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON
hen we tell stories about our lives, most of
us never have our memories questioned.
NBC’s Brian Williams, like other high-pro-
file people in the past, is finding out what

happens when someone does.

Williams’ faux pas — retelling a story of his helicopter
coming under fire in Iraq a dozen years ago when it was
actually the helicopter flying ahead of him — was much
like Hillary Clinton’s during the 2008 presidential cam-
paign. Her story was about coming under fire during a
visit to an airfield in Bosnia 12 years earlier.

George W. Bush also misremembered when, on sev-
eral occasions, he told audiences how on 9/11 he watched
the first plane fly into the north tower of the World Trade
Center on TV, just before entering that classroom in Flor-
ida to read a book to schoolchildren.

1In each case, these were highly emotional moments.

Williams’ helicopter made an emergency landing in
the desert behind the aircraft that was hit; Hillary Clin-
ton was made to don a flak jacket and told her airplane
might not be able to land at the airport in Bosnia because
of sniper fire in the area; and George Bush was told by
an aide about the first crash into World Trade Center just
before entering the classroom.

That each of these memories was false created huge

public relations headaches for Clinton and Williams. But
the fact is that false memories are not that uncommon,
especially for highly emotional events.

Scientists have been telling us for years that memo-
ry for autobiographical events, also known as episodic
memory, is pliable and even unreliable. The consensus
from neuroimaging studies and laboratory experiments
is that episodic memory is not like replaying a film but
more like reconstructing an event from bits and pieces
of information.

Memories are stored in clusters of neurons called
engrams, and the proteins responsible for storing those
memories, scientists say, are modified and changed just
by the reconstruction process of remembering.

These findings are just one reason why last year, the
U.S. National Research Council recommended the crim-
inal justice system exert tighter controls over the use of
eyewitness testimony in court and come up with a more
scientific approach to the identification of suspects in po-
lice lineups.

Using neuroimaging, Northwestern University scien-
tist Kenneth Paller was able to offer one reason why peo-
ple can misremember something as important as being
shot at or a terrorist attack. Paller determined which
parts of the brain were activated in forming a false mem-
ory and which when forming a real memory. The result:
The part of the brain that perceives an object or event
overlaps with the part that imagines an object or event.

Even scientists who specialize in memory research

are susceptible to misremembering.

Several years ago, University of Illinois psychologist
Daniel Simons performed an experiment on himself by
first writing down everything he could remember about
his own experiences on 9/11 beginning with hearing
about the planes crashing into the twin towers. He then
asked the people who were with him at that time to write
down their own recollections. Later, he discovered that
two of the people he asked were, in fact, not with him at
the time. And he did not remember one person who was
there.

The experiment made Simons empathize with both
Clinton and Bush.

“The next time you hear a politician or celebrity make a
false claim about what they remember,” he wrote in 2010,
“keep in mind that they might not be lying maliciously.
They might not even realize their memory is wrong (and
if you tell them, they might not believe you).”

Williams, as well as Clinton and Bush, could also have
simply been lying, not misremembering. Research also
tells us that people by and large act, think and, yes, even
remember in a way that is beneficial to themselves. Ev-
eryone lies to gain an advantage of some kind, but we lie in
little bits so that we can still feel good about ourselves.

Dan Ariely, a behavioral economist who wrote the
book “The Honest Truth About Dishonesty: How We
Lie to Everyone — Especially Ourselves” put it this way:
“People may allow themselves to cheat sometimes, but
not if it involves identifying themselves as Cheaters.”

Pace 15
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Police say robbers wore

underwear disguises

0 MEDFORD — Oregon
State Police said two

men were arrested in a south-
ern Oregon co ience store

THE CENSUS

785

The number of pairs of panties stolen from a Victoria’s Secret store in Atlanta. Police say a woman entered the
store at Lenox Square Mall on Saturday, stuffed the underwear into three shopping bags during a two-hour period,
then left without paying. Police have released surveillance camera photos of the woman, but no arrests have been
made. The missing underwear has a total value of about $10,000.

robbery in which the robbers’
“hoods” were actually boxer
brief-style underwear in a cam-
ouflage pattern.

Lt. Josh Brooks said Friday
that a trooper acting on a tip de-
termined that one suspect in the
Sept. 19, 2014, robbery of an AM/
PM store in Eagle Point was in
custody in Florence, Ore., on un-
related matters. Brooks said that
while interviewing that man, the
trooper developed information
that led to the second suspect.

The spokesman said Gage Mill-
er, 21, and Timothy Raybould, 22,
were arrested and taken to the
Jackson County Jail in Medford
for investigation of robbery. Both
are from Florence.

Suspected ‘tip jar
bandit’ is arrested
BEVERLY HILLS

c — Beverly Hills police
say they’ve arrested a 20-year-
old woman suspected of being the
“tip jar bandit.”

Investigators say the woman
looted a tip jar Thursday at a
coffee shop and is suspected in
similar robberies at cafes and
restaurants in the area.

The suspect was followed out of
the coffee shop by a witness, who
called police.

Minutes later, officers arrested
Jessica Shub on suspicion of com-
mercial burglary.

The Los Angeles Times report-
ed Shub, a Beverly Hills resident,
was being held on $20,000 bail.

Police believe she carried out
two similar tip jar burglaries in
Beverly Hills and three others in
Los Angeles.

Teacher pleads not
guilty to stealing guns
A ASHDOWN — An Ash-
down School District
teacher who coached the district’s
skeet shooting club has pleaded
not guilty to charges of stealing
shotguns used by the club.

The Texarkana Gazette report-
ed Friday that Terry Simmons,
41, pleaded not guilty to two
counts of theft of property. Sim-
mons is suspected of selling or
trading the guns at a pawn shop.

The guns were among 10 used
by the skeet club and were kept in
a safe at the Little River County
Sheriff’s Office. Just three guns
were in the safe when a new coach
took over the club and asked for an
inventory. Authorities said Sim-
mons provided three more guns
that he said had been at his home.

Ashdown Superintendent Jason
Sanders said Simmons is on leave
from the district.

0dd-looking hillboards
puzzling to motorists
N LAS CRUCES — Mo-
torists in southern
New Mexico are stumbling upon
a series of puzzling billboards

along highways and fear they’re
warnings in hieroglyphics.

Fantastic voyagers

Crowds scream for beads on Orleans Avenue during a Carnival parade celebrating “Fantastic Voyages” in New Orleans on Saturday.

No, it’s just public art.

The Las Cruces Sun-News re-
ported the strange billboards with
symbols are part of a moving gal-
lery of contemporary pieces.

Samantha Frank, territorial
director of the nonprofit organi-
zation Los Angeles Nomadic Di-
vision that promotes public art
exhibitions, said the pieces are
part of the Manifest Destiny Bill-
board Project.

He said it’s a series of artist-
produced billboards and activa-
tions that will be shown along
Interstate 10 from Jacksonville,
Fla., to Los Angeles.

Motorist Craig Melton, who
delivers business supplies, said
he thought the billboards may be
from the Islamic State group or
“other subversives (who) might
be trying to get at us.”

Sled dog race canceled
because of lack of snow
A KENAI — A lack of

snow in the Kenai Pen-
insula has forced the cancellation
of the Tustumena 200 sled dog
race for the second consecutive
year.

The (Kenai) Peninsula Clar-
ion reported the 200-mile race

already was postponed from its
original Feb. 7 start date to Feb.
21.

Race board members made the
decision Thursday night to cancel
the race this year.

Race director Tami Murray
said all possible options for the
trails were explored and there
just isn’t enough snow.

She said it takes about a week to
put in trails, and holding the race
any later than Feb. 21 would put
the race too close to the start of
the Iditarod Trail Sled dog race,
which begins March 7 with a cer-
emonial start in Anchorage.

Juveniles accused

in child porn case

F PEMBROKE  PINES
— Police are asking par-

ents in South Florida to check the
online accounts of their children
after three teens were accused of
creating an Instagram account to
solicit and post explicit photos of
other minors.

Pembroke Pines police arrest-
ed two boys, ages 12 and 13, and a
girl, 13, on Thursday, following a
10-week investigation. They face
charges of electronic transmis-
sion of child pornography.

Micuaer DeEMocker, THE (NEw ORLEANS) Times-Picavune/AP

“The Pembroke Pines Police
Department urges the commu-
nity to pay close attention to their
children’s online activity,” Sgt.
Angela Goodwin said in a news
release Thursday. Parents who
think their children may have
been exploited can contact Pem-
broke Pines police or any other
law enforcement agency.

Police say the social media
account encouraged its 500 fol-
lowers to post nude and sexually
explicit photos of minors to “ex-
pose” them.

The posts included their names
and personal information. Many
followers posted cruel comments
in response to the images.

Officials push condom
effort at sex museum
N NEW YORK — Health

officials used the Mu-
seum of Sex as a backdrop while
promoting New York City’s con-
dom giveaway program.

A condom campaign launched
Friday is called “Be sexy, be
safe.”

Condom distribution has been
akey component in the city’s fight
against HIV and other sexually
transmitted diseases for decades.

Commissioner Dr. Mary Bas-
sett said her department has
“wrapped the city in high-quality
latex.”

New York City began distrib-
uting free condoms in 1971. The
city introduced the first nation’s
municipally branded condom in
2007.

Health officials say the city
gave out 37 million free condoms
in 2014.

Part of Outer Banks’
Rodanthe Pier in ocean
N RODANTHE — Part
of the Rodanthe Pier
on the Outer Banks has fallen into
the ocean because of high winds.

The Virginian-Pilot of Nor-
folk reported that owner Terry
Plumblee said about 75 feet of the
pier fell into the water Thursday
afternoon.

Wind gusts of up to SO mph
were reported on Hatteras Island
last week.

Plumblee hopes to reopen the
pier by the end of next month.
The 725-foot pier closed for the
winter in November.

From wire reports
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‘Elementary’ star
takes another turn

behind

By LYnN ELBER
The Associated Press

‘ ‘ lementary”  star
Lucy Liu had to

be pushy to get a

chance to turn di-

rector on the CBS crime drama.

“It’s harder for women in gen-
eral. You have to ask and ask and
ask. You have to break the door
down. ... and come in with a real
belief in what you’re doing,” she
said.

Liu directed the Feb. 12 epi-
sode of the series in which she
plays Dr. Joan Watson opposite
Jonny Lee Miller’s Sherlock Hol-
mes. The job required Jugglmg
acting with the demands of going
behind the camera and the pace
of TV production, she said.

the camera

jump on to this conveyer belt that

is going at a very quick speed,
and if you can’t keep up you fall
off and fall hard,” said Liu, who
directed her first episode of “El-
ementary” last season.

She avoided any tumbles, she
said, and is eager to repeat the
experience.

Liu, whose on-screen credits
include “Ally McBeal” and the
films “Charlie’s Angels” and
“Kill Bill,” said she remains en-
thusiastic about acting but appre-
ciates the growth that directing
and its broader view of a project
can bring.

“After having directed, you re-
ally don’t see things the same way
anymore. You approach things
with a different eye, as a different

“Television is a machine. You

“EN y” star Lucy Liu dir

person, ultimately,” Liu said.

d an episode of the series that

aired Feb. 12 in the U.S. It airs on AFN-Prime.

CBS

Eddie Murphy releases reggae single

By Bianca Roacn
The Associated Press

teran actor-comedian Eddie Mur-
phy is on a different chart these days,
with his latest single rising to the top
of the most downloaded reggae songs
on iTunes.

Released Jan. 27, “Oh Jah Jah” was inspired
by recent news events, Murphy said.

“I was watching CNN about two or three
months ago and all this craziness was going
on with the terrorism and chopping off peo-
ple’s heads and then St. Louis, Ferguson. A
bunch of police brutality going on (at the)
same time and I had that progression, but I
didn’t have any lyrics, but I had that groove.
I’d been playing that progression for about a
month and then I was watching the news and
it all came together one day,” he said.

Murphy recently spoke to The Associated
Press about his music, film and comedy.

The Associated Press: If you were to re-
lease a reggae album, would you put it out
as Eddie Murphy or would you think of a
reggae name?

Murphy: I've got 25 years of stuff on the
shelf. I could go right now and pick six, seven,
eight reggae songs and put out a reggae album.
1 could go back there and pick seven or eight
country songs and do a country album, or I

could do a regular dance/R&B album. I've had
people say, ‘You should put a record out be-
cause it’s a good song and if they didn’t know it
was you they’d like it under a different name,
but, hey, these are my tracks and I'm not hid-
ing behind any of it. It is what it is.

Will there be an upcoming album or any
collaborations?

I have collaborations with all kinds of dif-
ferent artists over the years. Stuff with B.B.
King, I've recorded with Paul McCartney,
Snoop, I've recorded with a bunch of different
interesting artists. Raphael Saadiq. As far as
future collaborations, that all has to come to-
gether organically. As far as an album coming
out, if one of these tracks jumps off, if one of
them connects with the people digging it and
I get some momentum going, I'll put out an
album but I'm not planning an album until 'm
sure people want to hear something. Other-
wise it’ll stay on the shelf for years and years.
A hundred years from now they dig through
everything and I'm totally fine with them
finding hours and hours and hours of collabo-
rations and they’ll say, ‘We didn’t even know
Eddie Murphy. I'm totally fine with that.

What about any upcoming film projects?

About two weeks ago I just finished a movie,
it’s not a comedy, though. It’s called ‘Cook,
and it’s got a really strong director, the guy
that directed ‘Driving Miss Daisy’ and ‘Ten-

“P've had people say, ‘You should put a
record out because it's a good song and

if they didn’t know it was you they'd like it
under a different name,’ but, hey, these are
my tracks and I'm not hiding behind any of
it. It is what it is,” says Eddie Murphy.

der Mercies,’ a guy named Bruce Beresford, a
really strong director from Australia.

Any plans on returning to stand-up
comedy?

When I was doing stand-up, it was a hun-
dred comedians; now it’s a hundred thousand
of them. So if I got onstage again, I’d have to
be doing something that makes me different
from all these other hundred thousand com-
ics. My fantasy when I think about live perfor-
mances is playing with a really strong band
playing a half-hour or 40 minutes of music
and having the curtains go down, then doing
an hour of stand-up comedy. I'd have a really
fly show if I could pull that one off.

Drake releases surprise
album on iTunes

Drake was featured on Be-
yonce’s surprise album — and
now he’s taking a page from her
book.

The Grammy-winning rap-
per released a new album called
“If You're Reading This It’s Too
Late” early Feb. 13 on iTunes. It
includes 17 tracks and features
Lil Wayne, Travi$ Scott and
PARTYNEXTDOOR.

The release comes more than a
year after Beyonce released her
self-titled album on iTunes with-
out announcing it. Others have
dropped albums in surprise form,
from alternative rapper Kid Cudi
to Australian rockers Wolfmother
to rap group G Unit.

Drake’s last album was 2013’s
“Nothing Was the Same,” his third
studio album. It sold more than
650,000 units its debut week.

Drake’s hits include “Started
from the Bottom,” “Take Care”
and “Best I Ever Had.”

Other news

B Rosie 0’Donnell has ended
her second stint on “The View,”
her goodbye about as short as
her tenure. Holding her toddler
daughter, O’Donnell made her exit
Feb. 12 in a segment that lasted
barely 40 seconds. She thanked
the show’s creator, Barbara Wal-
ters, for having her on twice. Her
first tenure lasted a stormy eight
months and ended in 2007. She
announced last weekend she was
leaving. O’Donnell, who is going
through a divorce and has had a
heart attack, said she needed to
reduce the stress in her life.

m It’s been nearly four years
since “Ceremonials,” Florence
+ the Machine’s last album. Now
the project led by singer Flor-
ence Welch finally has finished
a follow-up. Her new LP, “How
Big How Blue How Beautiful,” is
due June 2 on Republic Records.
The LP features a notable roster
of collaborators, including Gold-
frapp’s Will Gregory. The album’s
first single, “What Kind of Man,”
is out now on iTunes.

® James Franco will star in
the small-screen adaptation of
Stephen King’s time-travel novel
about President John F. Kenne-
dy’s assassination. Franco’s role
in the nine-hour series based on
King’s “11/22/63” was announced
Feb. 12 by Hulu and Warner Bros.
Television.

® Actor Emile Hirsch was
charged Feb. 12 with assault
after police said he put a studio
employee in a chokehold and
dragged her across a nightclub
table while he was in Utah for the
Sundance Film Festival. Hirsch
was charged with aggravated
assault, which is punishable by
up to five years in prison and a
$5,000 fine. He was also charged
with intoxication, a misdemeanor.
Summit County prosecutor Ryan
Stack confirmed that the victim,
Daniele Bernfeld, works for Par-
amount Pictures.

® Mediacolumnist David Carr,
who wrote the Media Equation
column for The New York Times
and penned a memoir about his
fight with drug addiction, col-
lapsed at his office and died Feb.
12. He was S8.

From wire services
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Report: Apple work

By BErRNARD CoNDON
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — You've heard of
the iPhone and iPad. How about
the iCar?

The Wall Street Journal is re-
porting that Apple has hired hun-
dreds of people to work on a secret
project — code name “Titan” —
to develop an electric vehicle. The
newspaper cites people familiar
with the project who spoke under
condition of anonymity.

Apple spokesman Tom Neu-
mayr declined to comment.

The article says that the vehicle
will resemble a minivan and that
it would be branded as an Apple
product.

Apple’s industrial design team
is staffed with several people with
automaking experience, the arti-
cle says. That group includes Marc
Newson, a designer who once cre-
ated a concept car for Ford.

Apple has confirmed that New-
son is on its staff.

ing on electric car

If Apple does sell an electric car,
it will face some competitors.

General Motors announced on
Thursday that it will build an elec-
tric car, the Chevrolet Bolt, with a
200-mile range at a factory near
Detroit. The car will cost $37,500,
not including a $7,500 federal tax
credit, GM said. The car will be
built starting in 2017.

Silicon Valley automaker Tesla
Motors plans to start selling a
200-mile-per-charge car about
the same time. The price of Tes-

la’s Model 3, including the tax
credit, is likely to be well below
$30,000 after the tax credit.

Nissan is already selling an
electric car, the Leaf, though
not many — 158,000 around the
world.

The Journal notes that Apple
is always experimenting with
new products, many eventually
abandoned. But it says the senior
people involved in the electric car
project suggest that it is serious
venture.

Feds approve apples modified to resist browning

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Don’t ex-
pect to see them too soon, but
they could be coming to your
local grocery store — two types
of apples genetically modified to
resist turning brown after they’re
bruised or sliced.

The development could boost

' Bal
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sales of apples for snacks, salads
and other uses.

Arctic Golden and Arctic Gran-
ny Smith are being developed by
a Canadian company, Okanagan
Specialty Fruits Inc. of Summer-
land, British Columbia.

The Agriculture Department
gave its OK on Friday — saying

the apples aren’t likely to pose
a plant pest risk and or have “a
significant impact on the human
environment.”

The first Arctic apples are ex-
pected to be available in late 2016
in small, test-market quantities.

It takes apple trees several
years to produce significant quan-
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tities, so it will take time before
the genetically-modified apples
are widely distributed.

Apples brown quickly after they
are cut open and exposed to air.
The browning-resistant varieties
are considered especially desir-
able for use as pre-sliced apples,
in fruit salad and salad bars.
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OPINION

The working class has gone missing

By ANDREW J. CHERLIN

ost in the debate over the middle-

class tax policies that President

Barack Obama proposed in his

State of the Union address is the
puzzling disappearance from our political
language of a once-common term: working
class. Suddenly, no one in politics seems
willing to use those words, as if calling
someone working class were an insult.
Their absence makes it harder to discuss
measures that might help the large and
beleaguered group that this descriptor still
fits.

In his State of the Union addresses,
Obama has used the term middle class
28 times. But he has never said “working
class” except in 2011, when he described
Vice President Joe Biden, who was seated
behind him, as “a working-class kid from
Scranton.” In last month’s address, the
president argued that his proposals would
benefit “every middle-class and low-in-
come family with young children” — as if
there were no one in between. But in fact
millions of families fall between the col-
lege-educated middle class and the poor.
They tend to be headed by people who
have a diploma but not a bachelor’s degree.
In 2014, among all families with children
under age 18, 54 percent were headed
by an adult who had the first but not the
second.

A generation or two ago, those in this
category supported their families by tak-
ing the industrial jobs that were plentiful,
or by marrying someone who did. Today’s
working class, in contrast, competes for the
diminishing number of blue-collar jobs that
haven’t yet been automated or outsourced.
To lump these people together with the col-
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d is to create a group that is so

broad as to be meaningless.

When asked, few Americans will vol-
unteer that they are in the working class,
but many accept it once they are presented
with the term. The 2012 General Social
Survey asked a national sample of adults
whether they would say they belong in “the
lower class, the working class, the middle
class, or the upper class.” Forty-four per-
cent chose working class and 44 percent
chose middle class.

To be sure, the working-class label has
long been mildly pejorative. In television
series of earlier decades, such as “The
Honeymooners” and “All in the Family,”
the working-class man was sometimes
depicted as a buffoon or bigot. Today, as
the college-educated middle class has ex-
panded and factory work has declined,
the working class has come to be seen as
encompassing those who haven’t made it
economically. And if you are not upwardly
mobile in America, many people think it’s
your own fault. In a 2012 Pew Research
Center national survey, 38 percent thought
that poverty was caused by a lack of indi-
vidual effort, 46 percent said it was due to
circumstances beyond a person’s control,
and 11 percent thought both factors were
involved. Politicians may prefer to call
working-class families by the class posi-
tion they aspire to rather than the one they
hold.

Whatever the reason, the disappear-
ance of the working class from political
discourse means that little attention gets
paid to assistance that could be targeted to
working-class young adults. Decent-pay-
ing professions exist for the noncollege-
educated, such as medical technicians in
the growing health industry and operators
of computer-controlled machines in high-

tech factories. However, we need to better
train young adults for the skills needed for
jobs such as these. Many experts urge that
we provide more work-based teaching in
career-oriented high schools, in appren-
ticeships and in community college part-
nerships with local firms. Committing to
this path requires giving up the American
dream of a four-year college education for
all, a goal that is worthy in the abstract but
may not always be in the best interests of
the working class.

The working class has also been hit hard
by the decline of the labor movement. Just
7 percent of private-sector workers now
belong to unions, according to the Bureau
of Labor Statistics. Yet high rates of union
membership in the past appear to have
lifted wages not just for members but also
for nonunion workers. To help the working
class, government should take measures
designed to bolster unions rather than
weaken them, as has been the recent trend
in many jurisdictions. The working class
would also benefit from an increase in the
minimum wage, which was worth 22 per-
cent less in purchasing power in 2012 than
in 1970.

Admittedly, none of these steps would
do much for the college-educated middle
class, who already have bachelor’s degrees,
usually work for salaries rather than union
wages and earn well above the minimum.
Helping the struggling working class re-
quires that we develop policies aimed at
them. Why can’t we say so?

Andrew J. Cherlin is professor of public policy in
the Department of Sociology at Johns Hopkins
University and the author of “Labor’s Love Lost:
The Rise and Fall of the Working-Class Family

in America.” This column first appeared in The
Washington Post.

Measles anywhere is measles everywhere

By ANDREA GAY

he measles outbreak linked to

Disneyland has heightened public

debate about the effect of anti-vac-

cination sentiment and what can
be characterized as a luxury of choice in
the United States. Understandably, much
of the dialogue is focused on whether to
vaccinate kids. It’s critical to address these
issues so we can dispel myths about immu-
nization and re-emphasize the important
benefits of vaccines. But there is another
conversation that we’re not having, one
that is equally important to making sure
measles outbreaks don’t happen in the
United States: how to stop measles outside
our borders.

Measles is still a major killer in many
parts of the world where families often
have no ability to choose whether to vac-
cinate because they simply lack access to
the measles vaccine. Every day, about 400
people — mostly children under the age of
5 — die of measles complications. I have
had many conversations in parts of Africa
where mothers have told me that a child is
not given a name until he or she has sur-
vived a measles attack.

As long as this highly infectious dis-
ease is a threat in many places around
the world, it remains a threat to all of us.
Though measles was eliminated from the
United States in 2000, outbreaks occur
here when unvaccinated travelers pick up

the disease abroad and bring it back to the
U.S. as an unwelcome, and often complete-
ly undetected, souvenir.

Last year’s outbreaks in Ohio, Wash-
ington state, New York, Nebraska and San
Diego have all been linked to unvaccinated
Americans traveling to measles hot spots.
The virus in many of the recent measles
cases in California is genetically the same
as the one that Philippine health authori-
ties have struggled to control since Ty-
phoon Haiyan struck in late 2013.

The good news is that through vaccina-
tion, we can stop this devastating disease.
For nearly a decade and a half, the Mea-
sles & Rubella Initiative has focused on
eliminating measles. Before its founding
in 2001, more than 562,000 children died
globally of measles complications each

year — an average of more than 1,500 a
day This partnership — whose founding
partners are the American Red Cross,
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, the U.N. Foundation, UNICEF
and the World Health Organization — has
helped control outbreaks around the world
by vaccinating 1.8 billion children in more
than 88 countries. It has reduced measles
deaths by 75 percent globally, bringing
down the number of estimated deaths to
145,700 in 2013. But there is still much
work to do.

There are still millions of children
around the world who don’t have access
to the measles vaccine. In 2013, nearly 22

million children did not receive their first
dose of measles vaccine. It costs just $1 to
vaccinate a child in low-income countries,
making the measles vaccine one of the
most cost-effective interventions in global
health. Compare that with the $100,000 or
more that the U.S. spends on tracking and
managing the outbreak response for a sin-
gle case of measles domestically. Or com-
pare it with the month of household income
a family in Ethiopia loses if a child is sick
from measles.

What needs to be done to get vaccines to
children who need them?

Simply put, we need more resources for
the global effort. The United States has
been an important leader in this effort, and
it’s critical that stopping measles worldwide
remain a priority. One way is for Congress
to devote resources to this goal as it con-
siders the U.S. commitment to the Global
Health Security Agenda — a multinational
partnership that aims to secure the world
from infectious disease threats.

Measles anywhere is measles every-
where, including the United States. An in-
vestment in global immunization can help
prevent future importations of the virus
and — even more significant — can help
ensure that no child anywhere dies of a
preventable disease like measles.

Andrea Gay is executive director of Children’s
Health at the United Nations Foundation and a
member of the Measles & Rubella Initiative. This
column first appeared in the Los Angeles Times.

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on editorials and columns that are published in the newspaper, and values letters on topics of importance in the lives of our readers.
All letters must be signed, and must include the writer's address or base and telephone number. Please limit all letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit letters for length,
taste and clarity. To write us, please refer to the Reader letters information on this page.
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Looking at
the news

A weekly sampling of
U.S. editorial cartoons
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Jm Morin/MorinToons Syndicate Lisa Benson/Washington Post Writers Group

|F FAUL REVERE WERE IN BOSTON TODAY...

VB

Wavr HanpeLsman/Tribune Content Agency
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FREE AD Guidelines:

« Free ads are available only DOD ID Card
holders selling personal merchandise.

« Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads
must contain price and contact information.
No websites will be accepted in Free ads,

« Stars and Stripes reserves the right to
re-classify, rewrite and reject any ads.

- - =

STARSU#STRIPES.

CLASSIFIED

Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast

PACIFIC

When you see this ﬁ

camera icon go to stripes.com
to view the uploaded photo.

ClassifiedsSEUROPE ...

0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012

Announcements 040

SCAM
FADS

Classifieds scams can
target both sellers and
buyers with classifieds
advertisements

Be aware of the common
red flags.

Some of the latest Scam
fads arg

W Vehicle buyers wanting to
buy sight unseen and have

Automotive 140

SELLER BEWARE

Individuals placing
classified advertising
should use discretion in
concluding the sale of their
property. Not all potential
buyers are reputable or
honest. Stars and Stripes
suggests that you take
precautions to ensure that
potential buyers are
reputable and will be able
to fulfll the terms of the
sale. Stars and Stripes is not
liable for the contractual

mmercial Rat Civ:
Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale
- Germany 142 |- Germany - Germany
CAR OF THE WEEK Honda, CR-V, 2001 $350000

—

a
2
2
S
5
3
s
2

BMW 645Ci Sport-Lux Coupe
Cost over $100K new,
drive away @only

,999.00!

Patriot Milary Automobiles

Ramstein - 0176 7006 9570
kmacfarlane@patriot-autosnet

PP
through an agent using
paypal,

W People saying Free Dog

(different breeds) for
adoption

etween
sellers and buyers of
merchandise advertised in
the newspaper or on the
eb site.

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

10| “heeinen v
Announcements 040 | ..., wneets or 2007 mpre- (o)
Lot's Colobrat 7 R ST] S;LOUDZ Seso
Aoneunce”the B of o i | i % BMW, 3201 Convertle, 2010
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Call us: +49 (0)831 351 3612

2:400) Will it 200,
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4gmm” “Backspacing:
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@, Offset
6.34,

com

Automotive 140

BMW, 74 301, 2009 $450.00
30098l 24 BIVMS SFORT
PKG (2EA). 2251:0-7455%5
RISl (NCW) Never used. IT's
ONLY_TWO_ RIMMS: ON
POR THE ERONTAND. THE
QJHER ONE FOR THE BACK
AYAILABLE MSTADT,

AN 0401705810022 af
S henG @ yanoo 2om

o]

Subaru

Impreza WRX ST
2007 5375

00 Gobb, AccessPort

I car it was_used on fully
in Bad Windsheim

0160-92856856

“thomas hamiltoniii @ hotmail.co
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Germany 142
A3 Sportback, 2008
00 1.9 TDI diesel, 5

P o
Inrm%Eumpe‘ ‘Ko Broree &

Denison_Pod
intertace. ABS, reverse senso
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015123098770
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morhe fent condtion,
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Eordy Mustang 2012
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inspection and is good for one
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MIAGE: 21200 mies - 305 HP
- Leather Seat Shaker
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0 g ar
abroetzmann@yahoo.de’

Mercedes Benz
2008, smsoo 00 s 20 Satk

 plack lecther interior
a2 2ol
I
Shinge."US Navigaton-Car is
In,excellent conditon-must see
+456371-4792(

and r
mp car Lo\s e! roam ms.de and
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Mazda, RX-7, 1995 $30000.00
This vehicle i$ Japanese specs,
right hand drive, highly modified
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Mazda, RX-7, 1995 $28000.00
This s’ Best Offer Sale Pric
can Be Negotiated This s
Tsos “Mezda R, (FD3S)

[
o han dnve a\gh\y modified
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Sport Utility Vehicle 172

Jogp, Wranglor Sport X, 2009
00.00 4WD_ 2DR Siver
jetallc win Soft Top. 3.80 V-
5 i & Speed
alfomalic {asmission, air con-
ditior nch wheele'l Ter-
't
o5 l%mpem Ure gauge
T3 Rae huso s with YAk,

miles. *Blue value " over
$21.000 Asking$18,000. 449
51 4196

rew3outdrs.net
—

Clothing 320

Wellensteyn Woman's Jacket

§30000, 'Small " Black | with
rown, #ur Collar, RainbowAir-
Tec, Brand Now, Never Worn,
pai

m,
& | $400. (vory, damy e
Adogs@msn com

Tax Assistance

__|H&RBLOCK®
= 1

Germany H&R Block Tax
Offices Get face-to-face tax help.

Ramstein

Wiesbaden

Vilseck

06371-8020410| 06134-256963 | 09662-701139

Email: eclemons@hrblock.com

PCS Sale 780

House Unfurnished 878

Furniture/Appliances 511

Refridgeratol bher
Befiegeaiet Heenert avar
2m), white, Liebherr refrigerator
iy three. drawer. freezer. on
in
Sheim 0160: 92955555 ‘thomas.
hamiltonii @ hotmail.cor
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2200 uou $h v, Privic
D ndaraien sed I 6ad
Fhdsheity 0100-0555680

Thomss hamRoni@nomalcom

Merchandlse
anted 700

Want Smart Phone, old ok,

Obituaries 750

Passing of a loved one?
lace an Obituary in

2
B
3
=
So3
H
o
8

PCSing?
S Mil ID card holders can sell
personel belongs on Stripes

Classified for free! Visit
classifieds.stripes.com/europe
up an account,

PCS Sale The following items

are forsal, Pices for some are
negotiable. (New) 12 in -

Table $50.00 Glass couch table
0.00 220 Transformer
§25.00 Transformer

tedium
$15,00 A8 Lounge Ultra $50.00
01757914
Wisciamiie @ googlemail.com

Apartment Unfurn 856

Wiesbaden-City

Duplex 135 sqm, Buill.in Kit
38R 13V & Din aihm
Pauo Ca gon Vard, New Heat
00 s o ioSau
et
a & Froved Hso oy O,
56%e exrpvgn\mg to DgoD Pers.
18 gl

o3}
1000
SKI Garmisch®

o
dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

o]

Visit Stripes.com for details.
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Autos for Sale
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-Korea168 | Bicycles 220 | Furniture 510 | Jobs Offered 630

Harley Davidson, Softail De- Futon (Double S\ze) 50. uo
e, 2072 $15000.00 Garage el roneniabls s
kept bike that has never been Srh bl eavar formeraPle 308 | korean movie director is looking
St or ol TSl | v 1ok 71 Hyorid Biycle S T ulon i€ 4 yomrs |lor Americans intorested in
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1o see the bike in person. Price 250-33 2 v car Trek Hy yid | oid. ¥ou must pick it up. Call me oo ameraan o mitians
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o]

Harley, Davidson, Soltail De-
luxe, 2012 $15000.00 Garage
kept bike that has never been
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ndden Around ihe Seoul areator
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Want a better picturc?
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.
myafn.net

Pehble Beach

BGA Tour

Go to the American Forces k

turday

At p-Pebble Beach Golf Links
6,816 yards, par 72)

At m-| Monterey Peninsula C

shore Course (6,838 yards, par 11)
t's- Slgglass i Golfc
ards, p:
Pebble Beact, Calif,
Purse: $6.8 witlion
X hird Roun
Jim Furyk 70563197 -1
Matt Jones m-Ges 6o
E[and(Snedeker 168 17
Nick Watney m-695-65p—199 16
Kevin Chappell 60566201 -14
Andres Gonzales
Jon Curran
Pat Perez

Daniel Berger
Marcel Siem
Shane Lowry
Jordan Spieth
Jason Day
Charlie Beljan p-63m-70s—203 -12
Brian Stuard 675-70p-66m—203 -12
Alex Prugh 665-68p-69m—203 -12

Australian Ladies Masters

unday
At Royal Pines
Gol , Australia
Purse: $218,075
ardage: 5,982/ Par: 73
inal Rolll!d
(a-amateur)
SuOh, Australia 285
Katherine Kirk, Australia 288
Horentyna Parier, England 288
Gharley Hull, England 707573288
Chot Eunwoo, s Korea -
sally
Emma NSeSrbok Audtialia 737939033
ee-Anne Pace, 5. Africa 290
e Cormarth. Sweden 290
Cheng Ssu-Chia, Taiwan  74-69-
a-Rebecca Kay, Australia  74-70-73-73-290

ACE Group Classic
Champions Tour
aturday
At TwinEaglles Gc (Talnn)

I
i
35!

B!

i
N
3!
8!

193; Par 2
cond Round
66 66— 132 12

Gary Koch 72-67-139 -5
Kevin Sutherland X 5

aul Goydos 70-139 5
Michael Allen 5
Tommy Armour 111

Thailand Clas:
PGA European Tour
turdas
At Black Mountain Golf Club
Hua Hin,

e

Thailand

urs
Yarda
Scott Hend, Austr:

Richard Greeh, Austraiia

Alex Naren, sweden
Wste Orensoy. Auslralla

Javier Colomo, Sy

195t Randhawa e

Johan Carlsson, Sweden

Tom Lewis, England

World Ski Championships

Saturday
At Beaver Creck, Colo.
'omen’s Slalom
Mikaela, Shiffrin, United States,
1:38.48 (30,07 454
P iaa Hansdsiter, Sweden, 1:38.82
(50, 47 -48. 35)
sarka Strachova, Czech Republic,
1 39 25 (50.51-48.74).
Veronika Velez Zuzulova, Slovakia,
113645 (S35 a1

. Kathrin Zettel, Austria, 1:39.50
(51.10-48.40).

ErinMielzynski, Canada, 1:39.98
(50.84-49.04).

7. Carmen Thalmann, Austria, 1:40.52
(51.01-49.51).
8, Tina Maze, Slovenia, 1:40.96 (50.92-

8" Nastasia Noens, France, 1:41.17
(52,20-48.97).

i0. Marie-Michele Gagnon, Canada,

1:41.41 (51.62-49.79).

Saturday's men’s scores

American U. 88, A8
oston U. 73, Lwola {Md)so
rown 71

,aldwe\l 79 Go\dyEY Beacom 61
it. Micl h’\? n 75, Buffalo 74
ollege of NJ 80, Wllllam Paterson 70
dartmouth 61, Columbia 49
avidson 77, L Salle 69
ukeBO‘Sy e 72
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/ard 61, Col
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o
5
3
o
8
S35
5
5
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n
y's 75 Bryant 68

u
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W Ham 66 inghamton 48
Id Westtur 61 Moun St. Mary (NY) 53
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hode Is| , Saint Louis 68
ichard St
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8%
82,

ckton 64, Kean 63
orris 53, CCSU

ark 64, Row:
. Franci N NY) i sacred Wearte2

john Fisher
R (LI) £ Mount St. Vincent 58
: Rose 82, Lelovne .
ony Brodk 80, Maina 52
smple 66, East Carolina 53
IMass 82, Duguesne 74

/agner 83, Fﬂ\rle\%h Dickinson 79, OT
88T, brincet

Alabama A&M 80, Alabama St. 71
‘Arkansas 71, Mississippi 70
Auburn 63, Georgia
07t 58 Morehead St 57
entral St (Onio) 70, Trevecea Nazme 65
harleston Southern €5, Longwood 64
e
nristian Brothers 1, Veldosta st &7
S oasEa) Chrolna gh Liberty &
bariamg (Tanms 61 Grdchwn (Ky) 50
elaware 73, William & Mary 70
elaware Eastery Shore 85
. Kentucky 69, Tennessee St. 41
TSU o6 Furman 59
ory & Henry 81, € Mennonite 78
ot A&T

oTid Guif Cogst TeL Seomb 74
lorida St. 57, Georgia Tech 53
Goorge Mason 71, Richmond 67, o
High Point 63, Campbell 51

Howard 77, prmn 'St e

292008,

st
e Mathan o€, FlonTs
entucky 77, South Caralina 43
entucky St. 85, Miles 80
entuck fesié § an 81, Cedarville 77, o7
ing (Tenn.; outhern Wesleyan 72
(S emnesscass
incolr Memorial 69 Lenoir-Rhyne 37
indsey Wilson 78, Shawnee
Louisiana Tech 75, FIU 42
ouisiana-Lafayette 84, Troy
Louisiana-tonroe 69, Appalachian st. 58
VSUTd, Alcorn St 62
Fshail 67, W, Kenticky
v Crenn oo odtimgdon 71
lemphis 75 So0th Florida 48

2238
E

Csta te Fa, Loulsvm

s
orth Flonda 67‘ Kennesaw st. 51
. 15 McNeese St. 72

Radford . Presbytenan 36
Randolph-Macon 74, Randolph 66
Roanoke 82, Hampden-Sydney 78
SC State 56, Savannal
SE Louisiana 65, Nicholls St. 50
haw 52, St.
outh Alabama
outhern Miss. 62,
‘enn. Wesleyan 71, Bryan 70
exas Souithern 81, Crambling st. 58
homas More 100, Wash. & Jefferson 42
ic e mington So. Northeaster o1
artin o7, Ausnn bea

S
.

exas-Arlington 91

-Salem 83, Fayettelee St.71
Wmthm A1 Gardne
Woftord 7s, w Carolma %’

Adrian 56, KalAmaz0 36

‘Albion 84, Olivet 67

‘Alma 91, Hope 84

Aquinas at Lawrence Tech, ppd.
‘Ashland 68, Wayne (Mich.)
Augustana (503 78, Sloux Yaits 61
\5ened\ct|ne (lI.) 77, Lakeland 66
Lutheran 61, an -Morris 58

ardlnal Strltch 74, Trinif
Carthage 71, Wheaton (Ill
1, Mar rytt;trove %
rmghton 77, Marquette 70
avenport 81, Concordia (Mich) 33
venturre 61

christian 56

9

vanslee7Z S. III| 10iS

llinols Tech 60, Viaranatha Baptist 57
a St. 75, Drake 54

et Jo.y West Virginia 59

ansas Baylor 64

3 S GRiahom
e Superion St o Feia st. 45
jadonna chigan-Dearbiom 58
lartin Luther 72, Crown (Minn.) 63
lary 59, Minn. -,mukswn £
(Ohi

Soro mawvalle st
h 67, Rorham st. (SD,

o 88, Upper |cwas7 or
inn. St.-Moorhead 94, St. Cloud St. 76

%

ot St. 84, Bemidji St. 76
vllsslsleDI St. 77, Missouri 74
ntan: gét 80, EN orth Dakota 78

-Edwart
t. John's 78, Xavier 70

t. John's (Minn.) 69, Carleton 45
t. Olaf 100, Hamline 88, 20T
ulane 50, Cincinnati 45

MKC 61, Chicago St. 50
illanova 68, Butler 65

W NiChigan 60, N- |H|no|ses
Wichita 68, lilinois St. 62

Wi 73, Rockf rd 72

U 4o

exas 56 Texas Tech 41

@s A&M 63, Florida 62

exas AEM CC 71, Stephen & Austin 63
Seattle 57
fhicr 62 Ol Borsiaion 4

[
Air Force 76, UNLV 75
Alaska Fairbanks 87, Mont. St-Billings 65

BYU 84, Pacific

CalPaly 71- Long Beach s

Cent. Washington 112, Slmon Fraser 84
Coll. of Idaho 95, Corban

Fresno St. 70, Bot se St 64
Gonzaga 56, Pepperd

Grand Canyon s 3, utah valley 57
1UPUI 54, Deny

Idaho 65, SSeramanto st.
Montana 83, N. Coloradc 81 30T
N. Arizona 61, web

Nevada 66, New

evada 66,
Novy MResic St 74, 8 Bakeraheld 58

Portland 66, Loyola Marymount 63
Portland St. 68, E. Washington 66
S. Oregon 67, Gregon Tech 58
S. Utah 71, Idaho St. 67
Saiim Mary s (Cal) 63, San bieqo 62,207
B Ay Anghorage 72
Southern Cal 68, Oregon St.
U¢ Riverside 70,UC Iry ot

I Sainta Barbara 65, €S Northridge 57

&R Sreoon
W, Washington 86, NW Nazarene 55
Wyoming 77, San Jose St. 60

Saturday’s wnmen's scores

AST
American U, 24 o aye
/ant 55, Mount St. Mar B3

ist. of Columbia 79, Molioy 61
uquesne 69, UMass 49
Farmingdale 70, Purchase St. 56
Harvard 61, Corn
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ofa (M,
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ontclanr St 80 NewJerseé;
ount 8. Mary (N5 64, 13 ietiury 60
ount S Vincent 63, St Joseph's (L) 51
lavy 64, Colgate 5:

e Harpetors 76 Binghamton 58
fagara 10, Mansts

i oo 64, Kean 52
obert Morris 60, CCSU 48
utgers 78, Purdie 49
t. Francis (NY) 77, Sacred Heart 53
t. Francis (Pa.) 87, LIU Brooklyn 75
t. John Fisher 73, Nazareth 5
emple 72, Houston
Conn 87, Tulane
UMBC 71, Verm %
assar 53, Willam Smith 43

ag nersz Falrlelgh DICKInSOn 75

n (Md,) 59, Ursi
wﬂmmgton (Del 83, Felician. &

OUTH
Alabama St. 64, Alabama A&M 52
Alcorn St. 50, MVSU 38 o I

elmont 57, Morehead St
elmont Abey 14, Mount Ofve 60
ethune. Cookinar 71, NC Central 57
Iuefield 78, Union (ky.) 76,07
ryan 59, Tenn. Wesleyan 36
ampbell 64, High Po int 61

inds 56

, Cumberlar
Cedarville 79, Kentucky Wesleyan 56
arlotte 74,
Chattanooga 76, UNC-Greensboro 52
(:uncmnasnt rénsnan &8, Midway 62
ton

ntevallo
Coastal Garolina 7 Lon G0d 44
Coppin St. 75, How
Cumberiand Genna )61 Grgetwn (Ky.) 50
U 51, W. Carolina 4
Emo & Henry 85, Rando\uh Macon 84
fa Gulf Coast 69, Lipscomb 43
bb 75, Winthrop 62
ason 86, VCU 79
Sorgia Coflage 64 North Georgia 55
jackson St. 65, Prairie View 60
St. 67, Tennessee Tech 58
ennesaw St €4, North Florida 52
Kentucl S 62,
ing (Tenn.) Fen Wesleyan 57
enoir Rhvne o meom Memorial 56
res
ouisiana Tech 7
oyola NO 67, Faulkner
an vHIe (Tenn. ) 56. Huntlngdon 45
icNeese rthwestern St. 57, OT
o Eastort Shore 08 Delaware ot 65
ercer 88, Furman
iddle Tennessee g5, North Texas 59
C AST 67, FIoTnda A&

Niahoie s 93,SE Lbiimiana 80

College basketball

Norfolk St. 64, Morgan St. 56
old Dominion 79, UTEP 50
Radford 64, Charleston Southern 57
Randoph 59, Roar
Richmond 72, La Sa
SC-Upstate 60, S cktomllle 58
Samt Louis 77, Davidson 59

amford 68, Wofford 43
Savannah 53 61, SC State 53
Shaw 90, St. Au stme 'S 76
Southern Miss. 65
t. Andrey ), ruett McConnell 51
Stetson 73, N Kentucky 56
Tenne:

e St. 86,
Texas Southern 67. Gramblm%gt 38
Texas-Ariington 67 South Alabama 46,
Thomas More 91, Wash. & Jeff
Trevecca Nzrne 107, Centra\ St (Ohlc) 58
Troy 68, Louiisiana-Lafays
UAB 75, Rice 59
UCF 66, Cincinnati 51
UT-Martin 91, Austin Peay 63
Union (Tenn.j 74, West Florida 62
Valdosta st 59, Christian Brothers 52
ucky 74, Marshall 60
IDWEST

Akron 82, Toledo 56
quinas at Lawrence Tech, PR
Au ustana (SD) 80, Sioux Falls 69
Balcer 61, Culver.Stockton 47
Ball St. 77, Bowling Greel
sethel (an N2 Augsburg 58
alo 5

ardma\ Liriich 61 ity Christian 46
n 56, St. Bened\ct 5

e age72 Wheaton (|||)7n ot
leveland St. 80, Oal

4
, Lake Superior St. 50
Green Bay 79, Mihwaike
ilinois 66, Ohio
indiana Wesleyan 77, Spring Arbor 55
Kalamazoo 65, Albion 56

st. 54, N. lilinois
Skeiand &3, Banedietine (Il 61
iadonna 86, Micl chigan-Dearborm 58
artin Luther 76, Crow,
higan Toch 53 oo aliey St. 42
0.5t (Moorheac) 89, St Cloud 5t 56
inn.-Crookston 72, Mary 54
nnMorris 68, Sethany Lutheran 55

midji St.
Mlch\gan 79 H|I|75dale 51

3, N. Dakn St.
orth Ce hland7L or
ortherm e (SD) 79 an Duluth 59°
rthwest higan

r (ch) 85, Sand Valley st. 57

Ohio 67, Miami (Ohio) 45

SE Missouri 88, Murray St. o

Siena Helghts 73, Lourdes,

S herine 50 Macaicsior 80

31 Renar Sb Tty () 41
@vier 96, Trini

Y

UMIKE 77, Chicago t. 46

W. lllinois 69, [UPUI 62

Wayne (Mich.) 64, Ashland 50

Wls Lutheran 82, Rockford 61

0
uperior 58, Wis. os|

Wi Whieiaater 74, Wis - Rlver Falls 67
Wrioht St. 74, li-Chicago,
YoungstownSt 7_PHDetr0|t 65

IWEST

Houston Bay tlst 65, 5am Houston St. 61
Oklahom: eo
PR S o, aiter (No) 79,0T
gouthern U, 72, Ark-Pine Blu

Stephen F, Austin 13, Texas ASM-CC 62
Texas St. 71, Georgia St.
Toxas-Tyler 73, Gohcordia-Austin 71
Tiisa 72, SMUSS
UALR 60, Georgia Southern 43

oise St. 75, Fresno St. 66, OT
S Bakersfield 82, New Mexico St. 78
S Northridge 60, UC Santa Barbara 21
al Poly 58 Long Beach St. 57, OT
olorado St. 65, San Diego St. 42
. Washin to';x 7, Portland St.63

1z

Viontana st B0, North bakota 62

. Arizona 56, Weber St. 52

: Colorado %, Montana 51

jew Mexico 63, Nevada 45
acific 86, BYU 82

. Utah 76, Idaho St. 75
Sacramento St. 92, idaho
aint Mary's (Cal) 68, San Dle%c 66
anta Clara 80, San Francisco 79, OT
exas-Pan American 70, Seattle
UC Irvine 76, UC Riverside 72, OT
UNLV 82, Air Force 61
Wyoming 71, San Jose St. 61

College hockey

Saturday’s scores

Boston College & Vermont

W New England 3, Jonnson & Wales 2
anisuis 3, Arm;

alate s Darimout

oIS ruar . O

nce 1, Princeton 1, OT
wmmp.ac 4, Clarkson 1
ale

North'eastern 6,Uconn 1
rown 1, Union (N )0

Ferris St. 3, Bow! Img Green 2, O
Ala. Huntsvll\eg Lake Snzwenor st.1

chi 3, Penn St.
arian (Wis.) 4 St Schc\astlcaS
Minnesota 7, Michigan

Cloud St.'4, Minn.-Duluth 1

Wisconsin 3. oo

r Force 3, American International 1
Mlaml (©hio) 2, Co\orado College 1

ollege baseball

Saturday’s scores

Licknell 16, Wake For

ardlnal Stritch at St Catharme ccd.
howan 4-7, Post (Conn.) 5-4
hristian Bro. 15-9, Miss. College 6-2
lemson 4, West V\r?mla
oncordia (M Union, Ky., ccd.
avenuort at Geor etown Ky., ced.
TSU 12, E. Kentu

rskine 13, Salem Internat\onal 1

Oaklan
a2 Geortia Toch 4
Feed-Hardeman 11, St. Francis s
Hampden-Sydney 6, Stevenson 5,

nin
Ha cr;den Sydney 0, Stevenson 0, 5 in-

nin
i eliewe at Kentucky st ced.
High Point 12, UNC Greensboro 2
Ind. (Pa.) 3-5,' Winston Salem St. 1-6
udson (Iil.) at Milligan, ppd.
ansas St. 7, Pittsburgh 0
entucky 10, Richmond 1
g (Tenns 15:10, Slippery Rock 6-12
ee 2-3, Union (Tenn.
,lmesmne 810, LeMOynE 7-11
ipscomb er
nevnle 7, South Florida
1arygr0\ée at Campbgl\svll\e ced.

. Curberland (Tenn) 5-3
Fla. So

00

ini

ount olwe 130 uthern 5:7
rry 20-9, Lincoln Memorial 7-15
ovih t‘:arg)lma 19, seton Hall'4
ate 8,
. llinois &t Ausnn Peay. ccd
otre Dame

aho
vt Razarane3: 6, Bethel (Tenn.) 1-4
anta Clara 7 vand
ewanee 20- hnson Blble 21

-10
ennessoe Tech 8-13, Lon wood 72
enn. Wesleyan 14- 12, in
revecca Nazaren
(M) 7-12
Virginia 9-4, East Carolina 2-2
Virginia Tech 11, Mercer 4

nnis

Memphis Open
At The Racquel Cluh of Memphis
Memphis, Tenn.
Purse. S alﬂl) (WT250)

: Hard-Indoor
Sln Ies

o Maryville

Kevln Anderson @, Wuth Africa, def.
Donald g, United States, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4.
KelN\sh\korl(l) Japan, def. sam Quer-
rey, United States, 5.7 1.6 (53, 7-6 (-

mond Games

Saturday
At Antwerpse Sportpaleis
ntwerp, Bel

Se
Carla Suares NAaRD. (5, Spain def.
Karchna Pliskova (&), Coech Republic, 6
*“Andrea_Petkovic (3), Germany, def.
Barbora Zahlavova Strycova, Czech Re:
public, 7-6 (2), 7-6 (6).

Brazil Open
saturday
At Gmaslo do Ihlrapuera

Purse: $305,655 (WT250)
Sul rfac@sc ly-mmloor

Semi
Luca Vanni, Ita\y‘ def Joao Souza, Bra-
zil, 6-4, 6-7 (5),
Pablo Cuevas (), Uruguay, def san-
tiago Giralde ), Colombia: a4, &5

World Tnurnament

At Ahoy “Stadium
Rotterdam, Netherlands )

Tomas Eerdych (3), Czech Repubhc,
def; Gilles Simon (&), Ffance, 6-2, 6-1.

n Wawrinka (4), Swltzerland def.
Mllos Raonlc (2), Canada, 7-6 (3), 7-6 (7).

Saturday’s transactions

A
TRoS —*Adreed to terms
wm: LH»; oo Thatcher on aminor 1eagus
contr
TEXAS RANGERS — Agreed to terms
with RHP_ Jamey Wright on a minor
league contract,

ational League

CHICAGO CUBS — Aseined RHP Gon-

zalez Germen outright to lowa (PCL).
IEGO PADRI sign.

Aaron NOFhoratttor assugnmem

National Football League

NEW YORK JETS xerused contract
options on LBs Calvin Pace and Jason
B D2tined the”tontaset Shtion on
RB Chiis Jonnsory

ational Hockey eague
FLORIDA PARTHERS 2 BA268 b willie
Mitchell and F Brandon Pirri on InJured
resetve; Mitchell retroactive to Feb. 3
Pirri to Feb. 1
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NHL

Roundup

Kings top Caps in
4th straight win

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Defense
created much of the offense for
the Los Angeles Kings in a solid
two-way performance against the
Washington Capitals.

Trevor Lewis and Jarret Stoll
scored third-period goals and
Dwight King also found the net
for the Los Angeles Kings in a 3-1
victory on Saturday night.

“It was a pretty consistent 60
minutes,” Lewis said. “There were
a couple of things we can clean
up, but overall I thought the ef-
fort was better. The physical play
was there and we got our chances
off of it. We’re a good team when
we’re a good checking team, and
limiting the other team’s grade-A
chances is big for us.”

The defending Stanley Cup
champions have won four in a
row, their longest streak since a
six-game stretch that followed
season-opening losses to the San
Jose Sharks and Arizona Coyotes.
Jonathan Quick made 27 saves.

“We were really good in our
own zone,” coach Darryl Sutter
said. “We blocked some shots
against (Alex) Ovechkin and
Jonathan made some big saves.
Three different lines scored, and
we got some decent minutes out
of our defensemen.”

Ovechkin did score his 34th
goal of the season and 456th of
his career. That tied Detroit Red
Wings great Alex Delvecchip for
S4th place on the all-time list.

The Capitals lost to the Kings
for the eighth time in their last
nine meetings with the excep-
tion being a 4-0 win on Feb. 3 at
‘Washington.

“We had everybody going that
night and they didn’t have enough
people going. Tonight it was the
reverse,” coach Barry Trotz said.
“They had a lot of people going
and we didn’t have enough.”

Braden Holtby stopped 27 shots
for the Capitals, who were coming
off a 5-4 overtime victory at San
Jose on Wednesday and had won
four of their previous five games.

“It wasn’t a very good effort on

our part, obviously — especially
the first two periods,” said Holt-
by, who was hung out to dry by his
teammates on several occasions.
“We know we got beat by our own
mistakes tonight.

“In the third period, I think
they went into a bit of a defen-
sive shell and that made it seem
like we were playing better. But
we can’t play this way — myself,
t0o,” he said.

Predators 3, Devils 1: Colin
Wilson scored the tiebreaking
goal on a tic-tac-toe play with 3:27
left, leading host Nashville to its
fifth straight win.

Rangers 5, Coyotes 1: Rick
Nash scored his NHL-best 35th
goal early in a four-goal third pe-
riod, and visiting New York gave
coach Alain Vigneault his 500th
career win.

Vigneault became the 21st
coach in league history to reach
the milestone, coming in his sec-
ond season with the Rangers.

5, Red Wings 4 (SO):
Drew Stafford scored the only
shootout goal to lift visiting Win-
nipeg past Detroit.

Canadiens 2, Maple Leafs 1
(S0): Alex Galchenyuk and David
Desharnais scored in the shootout
to lift host Montreal.

Wild 6, Hurricanes 3: Thomas
Vanek had two goals and an as-
sist, and Devan Dubnyk stopped
24 shots to lift surging host
Minnesota.

Senators 7, Oilers 2: Milan
Michalek had two goals and an
assist for host Ottawa.

Islanders 6, Blue Jackets 3:
Josh Bailey scored two goals in
the first period, John Tavares
had two goals and two assists, and
host New York fought off two ral-
lies by Columbus.

Avalanche 4, Stars 1: Alex
Tanguay had a goal and an assist
and Semyon Varlamov stopped 24
shots for host Colorado.

Flames 3, Canucks 2: Sean
Monahan scored twice and Lance
Bouma got the tiebreaker early in
the third period for host Calgary.

Magrk J. TerRILL/AP

Kings center Trevor Lewis, left, and goalie Jonathan Quick
congratulate each other after a 3-1 victory over the Capitals.

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlant
G GF GA
Mon(real 5 148 123
Tampa Bay 7 184 154
Detroit 4 160 139
Boston 5 144 141
Florida 4 134 151
Ottawa 4 152 152
Toronto 7 1 160 175
Buffalo 5 5 103 191
N.Y.Islanders 56 179 156
Pittsburgh 5 160 139
. Ran 4 168 131
Washington 6 163 142
Philadelphia 55 149 161
Columbus 4 142 170
New Jersey 6 124 154
Carolina 4 120 147
Western Conference
Central isi
GP W Pt GF GA
Nashville 8 170 131
St. Louis 6 176 136
Chicago 4 170 130
inni 9 1 160 153
Minnesota 8 153 149
allas 6 8 175 1719
Colorado 3 11 144 159
acific Division
Anaheim 4 77 166 155
San Jose 0 162 160
Vancouver 1 155 145
gary 2 162 144
Los Angeles 8 1. 152 148
izona 0 129 189
Edmontun 2 131
'wo points for a win, one pomt

N
for Ouertime loss.
turday's games
Montreal Z, Toronto 1, SO

on
N Islanders . columbus 3
Nashville 3,
Mimnesota e, caronnas
N.Y. Rangers', Arizona 1
Colorado 4, Dallas 1

Calgary 3, Vancouver 2
o Angeleg 3. Washington 1

ay's games

Bittsburgh at Chlcago

t. Louis at Florida

BhilSdeiohia of Buftalo
Washington at Anaheim
Tampa Bay at San Jose
londay’s games
N Rangers at N.Y. islanders
Carolina at Ott:
Montreal at Degroit
Edmonton at Winnipeg
Arizona at Colorado
Boston at Calgary
Minnesota at Vancouve
Tampa Bay at Los Angeles
ay's games
Columbus at Phlladelpma
Washington at Pittsburgh
N ISlanders at Carolina
Buffalo at New Jersey
Florida at Tororito
Dallas at St.
Lot AnSille

Washington
Los Angeles 1
cond Period—1, Los Angeles, King
10 (Toffoh Carter),
ird Period—3, Los Angeles, Lewis
7 Cabortc Kopitan. 7. 3, Washington,
Ovechkin 34 Kuznetso),
geles, stoil 6 (0.8rown, Wi s, 7
ots o Goalo WashinGton 5 61—
28.10s Angeles 14-12-4—30. -

goalie

Davip Zarusowski/AP

front, stops a redirected shot as

defenseman Brad Stuart, center, struggles to stop Stars right wing
Brett Ritchie in the first period Saturday. Colorado won 4-1.

Avalanche 4, Stars 1
Dallas 00 1-1
Colorado

First Period—1, Culoradu Landeskog
12 (MacKlnnon O’ Rellly).
econd Period—2, Iorado. Tanguay

15 (Everberg, Guenln) 5:21
ri oIoradO, Iginla 18
(Stuarl puchene), 3:20. 4, Dal Ilas Spezza
12 (Ja.Benn, Jok\p kka), rado,
rg 2 (Tanguay, Mitchel H) 5.
—Dallas 6-9-10—25. Col-

Shots on Goal—
orado 10-14-6—30.
-play opportuni
3; Colorado 0or 1

Dallas, Enroth 13-22-2 (30
shots-26 saves) Colorado, Varlamov 15-
14-7 (25-24).

A—18,087 (18,007). T—2:40.

Rangers 5,Coyotes 1

N.V.Rangers 01 4-5
01 0-1

s N. Rangers, Kre-
ider 13 (stepan K\E n), 2, Arizona,
Vermetle 13 (Ekman-| Larsson. Lessio),
“Third Period—3, N.Y. Rangersv Nash
35 (Klein, Brassard), h)lQ 4, N.Y. Rang-

! N

Staal 4 (Stepan, St. Lo
Rangers, Stempniak 7 (G\rard

Missed Penalty Shot—Rieder, Ari, 6:20
N.Y. Rangers 10-9-13—
—35.

s—Dallas 0 of

Shots on Goal-
ies—N.Y. Rang-

3.
ers, Talbot 8-5-

ton 0 0f2; "Los Angeles 0 of 3.
Iues—washmgmn. Holtby 26-12-9
30 SH0e2T Savesy. L% Angates. Guick
21-15-10 (28-27).
A—18,230 (18,118). T=2:31.

Flames 3, Canucks 2
Vancouver 11 0-2
calgary 02 1-3

Period— 1, Vancouver, Kenins 3
(Hansen Horvat), 1t 2

ond Period: Calgary, Monahan
18 (Gaudread, Hudién, 6:48. 3, Calgary,
Monahan 19 (Hudler, Engelland), 11:42. 4,
Vancouver, Vey 9 (Higgins), 17:43.

Third Period—5, Calgary, Bouma 10
Uones, Wldeman) 141,

hots on Goal—Vancouver 8-13-9—30.
Calgary 11 14 9—34.

Y. Rang 2 (35
shots-34 saves). Arizona, Smith 10-25-5
(G2.27).
A—14,719 (17,125). T-2:18.

Wild 6, Hurricanes 3
lina 12 0-3
nesota 3 12-6
First Period—1, Minnesota, Vanek 11
(Granlund, Fontaine), 1:15. 2, Mlnnesota.
Vanek 12 (Fontaine, Suter)
escla, Schroeder 2 (Scande\la s, urr
, 15:31. 4, Carc\lna Nestrasil 3 (Mc-
Clemenl Faulk)

nnesota, Prosser 2
(Vanck, Graniund, 3: Ner e, carohna‘ Skin-
ner 12 (JoSlaa\ Jordan), 5:02. 7, Carolina,
Lindh ( Faulk, McCIemenl).GZZ
—8, Minnesota, Haula 5

(Brodziak, Ve\lleux), 3 15 9, Minnesota,

oofl: Calgary 0
oali es—vancouver. Miller 26-15-1 (34
SHORS1 Saves). Calgary, Ramo 8-5.1. Go-

'A—19,289 (19,289). T—2:25.

Predators 3, Devils 1
New Jersey
Nashville 0 2-3
iod— 1, Nashville, Cullen 5
(Sm\th Webe r), 8:
Second Period— 2 New Jersey, Bernier
10 (Gelmas Gomez), 17:37 (pp).
Pe d— lashville, Wilson
18 (Bartle Ribeil 6:33. 4, Nashville,
Smlth 15 (Cullen F\she r), 17:39.
ots on Goal—New Jersey 3-11-8—22.
Nashvllle Z\I) -8-10—38.
r-play o rtunities—New Jer-
Z. Nashvm; 0 of 2.
New Jersey, Schﬂelde 19-22-
(ZB shols -35 saves). Nashville, Rinne
33-7-2 (22-21).
A-17, 333 (17,113). T=2:30.

sey

Parise 23

), 18:11 (en).
Shots on_ Goal—carollna 7-13-7-27.
Minnesota 13-4-7

—Carolina, Khudobin 6-9-3 (23

§“°E5 18 saves). Minnesota, Dubnyk 19-

A-19; 2)20 (17,954). T=2:21.
l_ets 5, Red Wings 4 (S0)

12105
121 0-4

ipeg won shootout 1-0
d—1, Winnipeg, Thorburn 6
hen). 2i36.2, D

Winnipeg
Detroit

tar, Datsyuk),
16 (Helm, Tatar), 5:55. 5, Winnips
er 16 (Myers, Little), 7:04.

. 6, Winnipeg,

Thir
(Little, Byfuglien), 4:38
Datsyuk 17 (Smith, DeKeySers, 13:27.

Shootout—Winnipeg 1 (Wheeler NG,
Little NG, Perreault NG, Stafford G), De-
trolt o, (Dat uk NG, Tatar NG, Nyquist

n Goal—wmnlpeg 6-16-10-6—
38. Detrmt g2 25,
rer-play onponunmes Winnipeg
20f 4} Detro1t2 of 5.
‘Goalies—Winnipeg, Hutchinson 16-7-3
g’zg <shots -25 saves). Detroit, Howard 16-
\—20,027 (20,027). T—2:48.

Canadiens 2,
Maple Leafs 1 (SO)

Toronto 100 0-1
Montreal 100 0-2
Montreal won shootout 2-1

iod—1 oronto, Wi

(Panies PO Titio. 5 b
gher 13 (Plekanec, subban), 12:00 (pp).
Shootout—Toronto 1 (Bozak NG, San
torell G, van Riemsdyk NG, Montreal 2
(Galchenyuk G, Desharnais G, Gallagher

Shots on Soal—Toronto 7-12-6-4—29.

Momrea\ 8-13-8-3—
rer-play uprnrlum les—Toronto 0

of & Montreal 10

Goalies—Toronto, Bernier 16-17-5 (32
shots-31 saves). Montreal, Price 31-11-2
(29-28).

A—21,287 (21,273). T—2:43.

Islanders 6, Blue Jackets 3

Columbus
N. Islandels 213-6
irst Period—1, N.Y. Islanders. Baulev
10 (Lee, Tavares), L:07. 2, NX. |
Bailey 11 (Tavares, Lee), 8:21.
bus, Dubinsky 5 (Calvert, Tyutin), 1!
4, Columbus, Atkinson 13, 19:28.
Second Period—5, N. Islanders.
strome 10 (Visnovsky, Nielsen), 7:
Columbus, Foligno 22 (Hartnell,
mewsk ).

st

eriod—7, N.Y. Islanders, Nielsen
10 (chkey,Grabovskl) 1:54.8, N v| Iand-
ers, Tavares 25 (Lee, 7
Islanders, Tavares 26 (Ba\ley‘ Lee), 11 15

ots on Goal—Columbus 11-7-19—37.
N.Y. Islanders 17-17-12—46.

wer-play OJ)I)D unities—Columbus
uof4 N v Islanders 0 of
Colul mbus,
(46 shots- 40 saves)
31-11-0 (37-34).
A—15,678 (16,170). T=2:29.

Senators 7, Oilers 2

4.
Forsberg 0-3-0
. Islanders, Halak

Edmonton 1 10-2
mlawa

rst Period—1, Ottawa, chhalek 9
(Hoﬂman. Karlsson), 7:18' (pp). 2, Ed-

monton, b.Roy 6 (R.Hamilton, Yakupov),

‘Second_Period—3, Ottawa, Ceci
(condra Chiasson), :41. 4, Ottawa, Turris
12 (Stone, Michalek), 5, onton,
Fayne 2 (Petry, Ference), 6. Ottawa,
Michalek 10 (Turris, Stone), 3: Ot~
Chiasson 9 (Condra, Karlsson),

Third Period—8, Ottawa, Hoffman 19
(zibanejad, Ryan), 14:07. 9, Ottawa, Leg-
wand 8 (Wiercioch, Ryan), 15159 (pg)

Shots on dmonton 11-10-6—27.
Ot B3,

Power-play op) ortunities—Edmonton

0

wa 2 of

alies— Edmonton, Fasth 6:152 (15

shots-12 saves), Bachman (0:57 second,

27-23). Ottawa, Lehner 9-11-3 (27-25).
A—17,160 (19,153). T=2:21.
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODDS PACIFIC WRESTLING

Kinnick’s Paylor wins in first finals

St. Mary’s, Kinnick split Division | crowns, Edgren claims third straight D-II champ|onsh|p

By DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

OSAN AIR BASE, South Korea
— Dre Paylor lost the first match
of his high school career to Ricky
Salinas. On Friday, Paylor got
the best kind of payback — a Far
East tournament title at Salinas’
expense.

The Kinnick junior and first-
year wrestler scored a 15-4 tech-
nical fall over Salinas, a Kadena
senior, to win the 168-pound title
on a Friday filled with Far East
tournament redemption and re-
peats in the individual finals.

“I worked hard for it all year,”
said Paylor, who got pinned by
Salinas, then of E.J. King, on Dec.
13 at the season-opening Edgren
Invitational. Then, Paylor said,
he tried to outmuscle his more
experienced opponent. “I've been
working on my technique more
since I lost to him.”

Paylor’s positive approach to
the sport and to the team also
helped, Red Devils coach Gary
Wilson said. “He brings such a
nice dynamic to the team (and)
the practice room,” he said. “His
positiveness is infectious. He’s a
great kid. I love him to death.”

Asked how good he felt Paylor
would be had he begun wrestling
as a freshman, Wilson said: “How
much better can you get than Far
East champion?”

Among others earning redemp-
tion was Kadena’s Gabe Duplon.
He lost to St. Mary’s Ryo Osawa
by pin in last year’s Far East and
avenged that defeat by blanking
Osawa 6-0 for the 122-pound title.

“Gabe worked really, really
hard for this championship,” Pan-
thers coach Steve Schrock said.

“I just stayed composed, had
good defense, took good shots and
just lucked out in the end,” Duplon
said.

St. Mary’s junior Ryan Vascon-
cellos (135) won at 122 in 2013
but lost in the 135-pound final
last year to Christian Academy
Japan’s Sam Johnson. He said he
had a “refuse to lose” attitude this
season after beating Seoul Amer-
ican’s Hunter Lane by technical
fall 11-1.

“He was determined,” Titans
assistant coach Ian Harlow said.
“Instead of waiting, he went after
the kid. That made a difference in

RiLey DanieLs/Special to Stars and Stripes.

Dre Paylor of Kinnick gains the edge on Kadena's Ricky Salinas during the 168-pound Far East
tournament championship bout. Paylor, a first-year wrestler, beat Salinas by technical fall 15-4.

Jessica Rezenpes/Special to Stars and Stripes

Kadena’s Gabe Duplon gets the edge on Ryo Osawa of St. Mary’s
during Friday’s 122-pound Far East final. Duplon won a 6-0 decision.

the mentality ... wrestling to win
instead of wrestling not to lose.”
Senior Jonathan Miller of
American School In Japan had
to sit out two seasons when he
suffered a lumbar fracture as an
eighth-grader. He wrote a happy
ending to his wrestling narra-
tive by edging Seoul American’s
Brandon Rothe at 180 pounds.
“This has been my dream since
I started wrestling,” Miller said,
adding that when he was con-
valescing, “I never thought this
would happen, that I would get

this far.”

Then, there was the parade of
repeat champions. St. Mary’s de-
fended its Division I individual
team title. And Edgren won its
third straight Division II title.

“We’re happy about it,” Eagles
coach Justin Edmonds said. “We
worked hard. We’re a young team,
but they kept their composure and
did what they had to do.”

The Eagles turned around the
won the dual-meet title as well.
topping Osan in the final 46-16.
Edgren recorded five pins and

two victories by technical fall.

While Edgren was busy racking
up pins, Kinnick’s wrestlers were
busy staying off their backs in the
dual meet final against St. Mary’s
and rallied from a 19-7 deficit to
win 29-26.

Wilson said averting pins was
instrumental in staying close
enough to the Titans that Kinnick
was able to finish with a rush at
the upper weights.

Instead of surrendering five
points per pin loss, the Red Dev-
ils only allowed three for a basic
decision and four for a tech, and
even scored a classification point
in three of their losses, by Matt
Abrenilla (108), Vincent Soiles
(122) and Brady Yoder (148).

“That was huge, picking up
those one points,” Wilson said,
adding that “we came in with a
plan,” and had assistant coach
Dustin Haney sit with each of
the wrestlers individually to out-
line the expectation. “I feel like
we were never really forced. We
were able to go through according
to plan.”

Scoreboard

Individual tournament

on | standings

St. Mau 3 Innlc 135, Seoul
American 112‘/1, Kadena 101%, Kubasaki
852, Amencan School I Japan 46, Chris-
tian'Aca d

2ion W standings
ren 55, Saona 44, DA and E.. King
N ota 20, Daegu 7, Perry 14.
ionship bouts
Jham irth, Kinnick, pin. Ryan
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODDS EUROPE BASKETBALL

Patch, AOSR, Alconbury are boys frontrunners

BY GREGORY BROOME
Stars and Stripes

Three freshly-realigned brack-
ets debut this week in the 2015
DODDS-Europe boys basketball
championship tournament, sched-
uled for Wednesday through Sat-
urday at sites around Wiesbaden,
Germany. Here’s a look at each
division’s top contenders.

Division I: Two weeks ago, the
Patch Panthers appeared to be
cruising toward a dominant un-
defeated regular season and a
matching status as the presump-
tive Division I champion. While
their unbeaten record survived to
the end of the season, their aura
of invincibility did not.

A narrow 51-50 victory over
Ramstein applied the brakes to
the Panthers’ runaway momen-
tum, recasting Patch as a deserv-
ing, but not unbeatable, top seed
in this nine-team tournament.

Even that is something of a sur-
prise given the unproven roster
the Panthers brought into the sea-
son. While the program claimed
the past two Division I titles, few
current Patch players had any-
thing to do with that accomplish-
ment. The revamped team could
have just as easily slid into divi-
sional mediocrity.

Instead, the Panthers might be
better than the perimeter-heavy
group that won the 2013 and 2014
titles. This Patch group is more
balanced, from playmaking point
guard Pablo Paradis to linchpin
wing Holten Sparling to front-

Wiesbaden is only

BY GREGORY BROOME
Stars and Stripes

The DODDS Europe girls bas-
ketball championship tournament
tips off Wednesday at sites around
Wiesbaden, Germany, culminat-
ing with three divisional champi-
onship games Saturday. Here’s a
look at the top contenders.

Division I: Realignmentbrought
anew dynamic to DODDS Europe
sports this year. Where once the
German powers spent their sea-
son fighting amongst themselves,
with a wary eye pointed north-
ward at Lakenheath, now the
contenders come from all direc-
tions. The result is the deep and
dangerous nine-team bracket.

The addition of traditional Ital-
ian powers Naples and Vicenza,
who joined SHAPE in making
the leap from Division II, is the
apparent game-changer. That
was certainly true in the fall vol-
leyball tournament, when Naples
pushed Wiesbaden to the limit in
the championship match and Vi-
cenza edged out legacy programs
to make a deep run.

The Wildcats and Cougars bas-
ketball teams, however, might not
be equipped for such a showing.
Both enjoy gaudy regular-season
records, but those résumés are
exaggerated by predominantly
lower-division competition and
an unremarkable performance in
January divisional contests.

Micaer Asrams/Stars and Stripes

Robert Braswell is part of a
balanced Patch team that is the
favorite in the D-1 tournament
that begins

Raiders have been inconsistent,
splitting two games each with
Ramstein and Wiesbaden while
losing handily to Patch, but they
have enough talent and depth to
pull off a win in any game they
play this week.

Members of the next tier of
this top-heavy division will need
a lot of things to go well to find
their way into the title picture.
Wiesbaden pulled itself out of a
late-season freefall with a des-
perately-needed 49-43 win over
Kaiserslautern on Feb. 7, a de-
cision that ended a shocking
seven-game losing streak for last
season’s runner-up. Four com-
bined losses to Kaiserslautern
and Wiesbaden make Lakenheath
a championship longshot despite
its 10-4 overall record. Vilseck
gained confidence from a four-
game late-season winning streak
but was brought back to earth by
a final sweep by Patch.

court duo Colin Whitten and Rob-
ert Braswell.

While Ramstein’s upset bid fell
just short, the Royals still rank as
Patch’s most substantial threat.
Ramstein, itself sporting a large-
ly new rotation, is the only other
Division I team to beat each oppo-
nent on its schedule; it’s only other
loss, a 47-46 defeat to archrival
Kaiserslautern, was effectively
avenged with a 46-39 Royals win
in the rematch two weeks later.

‘While its hands are dirtier, Kai-
serslautern still merits mention
as a legitimate title threat. The

MicHaeL ABrams/Stars and Stripes.

Wiesbaden’s Rebecca Russels
scores against Patch last month.
The Warriors went undefeated
and look headed toward a title.

Naples rattled off six wins to
start the season, but ran into
trouble when its new Division I
rivals made the trip down from
Germany late last month. The
Wildcats edged last-place Vilseck
31-29 and took a discouraging 37-
29 loss to middling Patch. A 39-
38 loss to Vicenza on Feb. 7 didn’t
help matters.

While that intracountry win
was a boost, Vicenza too strug-

The new Division I entries,
meanwhile, are unlikely to be
major factors in their large-
school debut season. Both Vi-
cenza and Naples took losses to
Vilseck and Patch when the two
German schools came calling in
January, and SHAPE has strug-
gled to compete against like-sized
competition all winter.

Division Il: While Naples and
Vicenza have moved on, the road
to Division II glory still appears
to wind through Italy.

Last weekend, American Over-
seas School of Rome completed a
season-ending 11-game winning

streak with a pair of wins over
Naples. The Falcons haven’t lost
in more than 2'2 months; their
only losses were a pair of open-
ing-weekend blowouts to Aviano
that are looking more like statis-
tical outliers every day.

The AOSR team that will head-
line this Division II tournament
is unlikely to be routed — or
maybe even beaten — by anyone.
While beating every Italian team
in every division save for Aviano,
the Falcons also dipped into Ger-
man competition for wins against
Ansbach and Hohenfels.

As impressive as AOSR has
been, Aviano maintains that men-
tal edge over the Falcons until
proven otherwise. The Saints
have been hit-and-miss against
the non-divisional foes on their
schedule, but they too handled
Ansbach and Hohenfels in Janu-
ary and also twice routed Mary-
mount to keep their Division II
record clean.

The wild card here is Rota. The
Spain-based school has just four
DODDS Europe games on its re-
cord this winter, but they’re im-
pressive; inJanuary, the Admirals
traveled to Netherlands and came
away with two solid wins apiece
against AFNORTH and Bitburg.
It remains to be seen, however,
if that small sample size of suc-
cess can translate to a sustained
tournament run against stronger
competition.

Black Forest Academy, mean-
while, is on the cusp of contention
after pulling off two head-turning

regular-season upsets against Di-
vision I Wiesbaden. But double-
header splits with Ansbach and
Hohenfels relegate BFA to the
middle of the divisional pack en-
tering the postseason.

Divi l: Were they still
sion II, the Alconbury
Dragons would likely find them-
selves in the thick of the above-
mentioned title scrum. Instead
they’re back in Division III, and
at this level the view is far less
cluttered.

Alconbury enters the tourna-
ment with a 10-2 record, a stag-
gering body of work for a Division
III team that played a total of six
games against upper-division op-
ponents. Its only losses came in
the first weekend of the season
against Lakenheath; the Dragons
haven’t tasted DODDS Europe
defeat since Dec. 6.

While the competition is less
overwhelming at the small-school
level, at least one major threat ex-
ists. The Dragons appear to be on
acollision course — from opposite
extremes of the continent, no less
— with Sigonella. The Jaguars
too have admirably navigated a
daunting schedule, splitting with
upper-division Italian opponents
Naples, AOSR and Vicenza while
sweeping Aviano.

Division II transfer Baum-
holder and defending champion
Brussels lurk as potential disrup-
tive forces to a projected Jaguars-
Dragons final.

broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes

clear favorite in girls fields

gled against schools its own size.
The Cougars fell to Patch 50-30
and barely beat Vilseck 27-26.

Further, Naples and Vicenza
have plenty of company in the
thick of the newly-populous Di-
vision I field. That group of mid-
level contenders each had its
moments this winter.

Lakenheath turned in an im-
pressive 43-38 overtime win at
Kaiserslautern in a 7-5 regular
season. Patch looked strong on
its Italy swing. Kaiserslautern
notched a 31-29 upset of then-
undefeated, albeit shorthanded,
Wiesbaden.

But each of those teams was ul-
timately outclassed by the brack-
et’s two frontrunners, Ramstein
and Wiesbaden.

While both teams distanced
themselves from the rest of the
divisional pack, Wiesbaden is the
clear favorite of the two. The War-
riors never lost and were hardly
challenged when at full strength,
and they retained enough of last
year’s core to make a postseason
swoon unlikely.

Ramstein played Wiesbaden
tough when the two met on Jan.
30-31, taking respective losses of
39-28 and 36-33. From this view,
the Royals might be the only
major obstacle to a title that is
looking like the Warriors’ to lose.

Division II: The two biggest
contenders in Division II got the

postseason off to a de facto early
start in the final weekend of the
regular season.

On Friday, Bitburg edged de-
fending champion Black Forest
Academy 31-27, a confidence-
boosting win in which the Barons
turned the tables on the vaunted
BFA defense by holding the Fal-
cons to a single second-quarter
point.

But the Falcons weren’t entire-
ly grounded. On Saturday, BFA
responded with a 41-36 win to
split the doubleheader and negate
any attempts at determining a Di-
vision II favorite.

Instead, the bracket of mid-
sized schools opens as it usually
does, in spite of the realignment:
with a small handful of teams
capable of laying claim to the
trophy but equally vulnerable to
skipping Saturday entirely.

In addition to Bitburg and BFA,
count Aviano, AFNORTH, Ho-
henfels and American Overseas
School of Rome among that group.
Each has shined at times this win-
ter, often at another’s expense:
Hohenfels took Bitburg to over-
time on Feb. 7 and beat Aviano in
January; AOSR edged Hohenfels
41-40; Aviano twice routed AOSR
in the season’s opening weekend;
and AFNORTH comes in with a
robust 10 victories.

Division IlI: None of the six en-
tries in this year’s small-school

bracket will enter the tourna-
ment with a winning overall re-
cord. Some will enter without
any DODDS Europe games to
their name since last year’s
tournament. That’s a recipe for
unpredictability.

Based on history, Brussels
and Sigonella are the teams to
beat. The two stalwart contend-
ers played for last year’s title,
with Brussels winning 38-31 in
overtime.

But the bulk of that Brigands
team has moved on, leaving an
unproven young squad that sank
in the standings. Sigonella fared
better in the regular season, in-
cluding a split with Aviano, but
the Jaguars’ overall talent level
took a similar hit.

It’s bad timing for the Brigands
and Jaguars to have down years.
Realignment shuffled Alconbury
and Baumbholder back to D-III,
and each should be a tough out
this week. Both proved it with
two regular-season wins apiece
over Brussels.

Alconbury holds the edge in
a potential meeting with Baum-
holder. The Dragons finished up
with an even .500 record that
included a win over Division I
SHAPE and two wins each over
divisional rivals Brussels and
Baumbolder.

broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODDS EUROPE WRESTLING

Lower weight run leads Patch to team title

BY GREGORY BROOME
Stars and Stripes

WIESBADEN, Germany — It’s
said there is no playing field as
even as a wrestling mat. That was
certainly the case on Saturday,
the final day of the DODDS Eu-
rope wrestling championships.

Nine schools were represented
in Saturday’s finals. Four schools
placed three or more wrestlers in
one of the 14 title bouts, and five
programs came away with indi-
vidual championships.

Here’s a rundown of the newly
crowned European champions:

106 pounds - Lakenheath
sophomore Brandon Lovett won
atense 4-2 decision over Vilseck’s
Blaise Markley.

Lovett finished fifth as a fresh-
man last season, and came into
this winter prepared to contend.
He carried that confidence all the
way through Saturday’s finale.

“Iwas less nervous, more expe-
rienced Lovett said. “I was just
ready.”

That feelmg held even as Mar-
kley stayed in striking distance
throughout the full-length match.

“Ilost control alittle bit,” Lovett
said. “But I was still in the zone.”

113 - All the evidence sug-
gested a loss for Vilseck’s Aydan
Huezo.

Even Huezo didn’t dispute that
he was an underdog. After follow-
ing the exploits of undefeated AF-
NORTH senior Anthony Doerfer
all winter, the Falcons junior
knew what he was up against. A
preliminary-round loss to Doer-
fer earlier Saturday reinforced
it. But that match, a 9-7 decision
that was Doerfer’s first non-pin-
fall win of the season, also proved
that Huezo belonged at the high-
est level despite his five regular-
season losses.

“It definitely boosted me up a
bit,” Huezo said.

In fact, it carried all the way
to an upset 9-8 decision for the
championship. Huezo, a transfer
from Seoul American, ramped up
his offense in the rematch to turn
the tables on the favored Doerfer.

Afterward, he leapt into the
pack of teammates cheering him
on from just off the mat.

“Best feeling ever,”
said.

120 - Christopher Matzke of
Patch won his second consecu-
tive title by pinning his opponent
for the second time of the day. His
title-clinching pin of Ramstein’s
Stan Cruz came in 94 seconds.

Matzke won six prellmmary

in the ional
seven-man round-robin field, in-
cluding a Saturday morning pin
of Cruz, to reach the final.

Huezo

Michagt and Stripes

onds in the one-minute extra pe-
riod clinched the win for Medina.

152 - A nearly identical match
followed. This time Vicenza’s Rob-
ert Maldonado and Wiesbaden’s
Matthew Hall fought to a regula-
tion standstill; Hall’s takedown at
the 37-second mark gave the deci-
sion to the hometown wrestler.

160 - Lakenheath continued its
banner Saturday at the expense
of a new rival hoping for its own
breakthrough.

Matthew Okoniewski record-
ed a 5-0 decision over Vicenza’s
Marshall Perfetti for the Lanc-
ers’ third European title of the
day. Lakenheath didn’t have any
wrestlers compete in the Euro-
pean flnals last season.

O]

Robert Call, right, won Patch’s fourth straight title by beating
Lakenheath’s Zackary Adamson in Ihe 138-pound final at the

DODDS Europe

The win kicked off a string of
titles for the reigning champions.

126 - Matthew Bolduc became
Patch’s second straight repeat
champion with a 59-second pin-
fall defeat of Kaiserslautern’s
Evan Heryford.

Bolduc successfully made the
leap from 106 pounds, the class
he won at last year’s tournament,
to a division three levels higher.

132 - Another Patch title was
assured in this title match, the
only teammate-versus-teammate
bout of the day. Johnathan Braba-
zon took the title over Isaiah Phil-
lips with a pin just under two
minutes into the match.

138 - The stalwart Panthers
threatened to hijack the other-
wise balanced tournament as

on

Patch junior Robert Call gave the
school its fourth championship in
a row. Call, last year’s 132-pound
champion, took a 12-2 major deci-
sion over Lakenheath’s Zackary
Adamson for his second title in as
many seasons.

145 - Due to sheer numbers
and the resulting depth, the mid-
dle-weight divisions are consid-
ered among the most competitive
in DODDS Europe. Saturday’s
matches confirmed that notion.

After a winter of evenly-
matched action in the 145-pound
ranks, Lakenheath’s Emilio Me-
dina and Kaiserslautern’s Law-
rence Abbott ded the season

i was voted the tour-
nament’s outstanding wrestler by
DODDS Europe coaches.

170 - Bradly Lemon gave Kai-
serslautern a taste of a European
crown with his second consecu-
tive title, recording a S57-second
pin over Vicenza’s Seth Shields.
Lemon won at 182 pounds in 2014.

Vicenza’s otherwise impressive
tournament, meanwhile, ended in
frustration as all three of its title-
match contenders settled for run-
ner-up status.

182 - The Raiders party con-
tinued as Aaron Gauff gritted out
a grueling pinfall victory over
Ramstein’s Dillon Thompson. The
match nearly went the distance
before Gauff secured the pin at
five minutes and 53 seconds.

Gauff was among the most
i wrestlers in any class at

by an extra period in Saturday’s
final. The two ended regulation
deadlocked; a takedown at 27 sec-

the tournament. He earned pins
in all five of his matches, with the
first four all coming in the first

MichaeL Asrams/Stars and Stripes

Kaiserslautern’s Bradly Lemon, top, defeated Vicenza's Seth Shields to take the 170-pound title.

two minutes before Thompson
extended him in the title bout.

195 — Few people have a per-
spective on the extremes of
DODDS Europe athletics like
that of Patch junior Eli Spencer.

In August, Spencer transferred
to Patch from Incirlik, one of the
organization’s smallest schools.
And on Saturday, he added to his
new school’s abundant trophy
case with a sudden 46-second pin
of Alconbury’s Chris Dufresne.
Spencer’s win was the fifth and
final Panthers title of the day.

Spencer finished second to
Lemon at 182 pounds last year.
The move to Patch gave him the
boost he needed.

“I think it improved me im-
mensely,” Spencer said. “Patch is
the most amazing wrestling pro-
gram in all of DODDS.”

The outcome dashed the hopes
of Alconbury, another of DODDS
Europe’s smallest programs.
Chris’s brother Nick Dufresne
lost in the 182-pound semifinal
round. Still, the brothers’ efforts
led the Dragons to the Division
III team championship.

220 - The homestanding War-
riors fielded a smaller group of
European qualifiers compared to
last year’s Division I runner-up
squad. But the two in Saturday’s
final round did their part.

Wiesbaden senior Hunter Lu-
nasin won his second straight
championship at 220 pounds with
a forceful one-minute, 29-sec-
ond pin of Lakenheath’s Colten
Menges.

285 — Casey Fairchild of Lak-
enheath and Brian Mogavero of
Patch were on a collision course
all tournament, if not all season.
Turns out they collided twice
Saturday.

Fairchild and Mogavero both
went 4-0 in Friday’s early rounds
before meeting Saturday morn-
ing to wrap up pool wrestling.
Fairchild won that match 3-1.

Then he won the big one — in
all senses of that word. The Lanc-
er heavyweight muscled his way
to a hard-won five-minute, 21-
second pin.

Fairchild’s win capped a strong
day for Lakenheath, which earned
four weight-class trophies. Lak-
enheath finished second to Patch
in the team race, with 217 points
to the Panthers’ 252.

“The kids have worked real
hard this year. They put in the
said Lancers coach Dar-
ryl Brock, who will now take this
season’s memories into retire-
ment. “I couldn’t be happier for
them.”

broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes
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SKIING/GOLF/SPORTS BRIEFS

Shiffrin

claims

2nd slalom title

By PaT GRAHAM
The Associated Press

BEAVER  CREEK, Colo.
— After such a big win, Mikaela
Shiffrin was at a complete loss.
Her quandary? How to celebrate.

Even after all her victories,
she’s never really learned the art
of the post-race exultation. So she
simply stood there at the finish,
frozen by her emotions.

The fans roared anyway for
the American teenager from just
down the road.

Shiffrin became the third
woman to win back-to-back slalom
titles at the world championships
with a strong burst near the end of
achoppy course Saturday. She fin-
ished in a combined time of 1 min-
ute, 38.48 seconds, edging Frida
Hansdotter of Sweden by 0.34
seconds. Sarka Strachova of the
Czech Republic earned bronze.

“I'm not that great at showing
my emotions,” said Shiffrin, who
won the slalom two years ago at
worlds in Austria. “Guess I have
to work on that.”

These days, that’s about the
only thing.

With Lindsey Vonn done for the
Beaver Creek championships, the
19-year-old Shiffrin, who’s from
nearby Eagle-Vail, slipped into

the role of hometown favorite and
didn’t disappoint.

First, though, a little nap an
hour before the race. The cam-
eras caught her dozing in a snow
bank, oblivious to what was going
on. She said she was just hot and
needed to cool off.

That little catnap left her well
rested for a late change.

Leading after the first pass,
Shiffrin fell behind in her final
run, only to switch to another
gear with the finish line in sight
and make up ground on the last
few gates in softer snow. A pretty
impressive recovery to become
the first female skier to captured
a slalom title in her backyard
at worlds since Italy’s Deborah
Compagnoni at Sestriere in 1997.

“It does mean a lot — I'm admit-
ting that now that the race is over,”
said Shiffrin, whose birthday is
next month. “I can now admit how
much I wanted this race.

“I found my rhythm and just
kept going and it just got better
and better,” she said. “Everybody
I talked to kept saying, ‘Whoa,
you almost killed us down here
(with that run).””

That’s nothing compared to
how she won her Olympic gold at
the Sochi Games last February.

Avessanoro TrovaTi/AP

American Mikaela Shiffrin races down the course during the women’s slalom competition at the Alpine
skiing world championships on Saturday in Beaver Creek, Colo. Shiffrin sucessfully defended her title.

In that slalom race, she briefly
lost her balance, her left ski rising
too far off the snow before finding
a way to recover for the win.

Still, by being a little slower up
top Saturday it gave Hansdotter a
glimmer of hope of possibly earn-
ing a gold medal. Just a glimmer,
though.

“Then the last part she was ski-
ing really good and I knew she
would take it,” said Hansdotter,
who leads the slalom standings

this season on the World Cup
circuit.

Shiffrin vows to work on her
celebration. Maybe come up with
something cool. You know, like
Ted Ligety throwing his ski after
winning the giant slalom Friday.
Or how Lindsey Vonn falls to
the snow after her big victories.
Or maybe something like Tina
Maze of Slovenia performing
cartwheels.

“I feel like all the best racers

had an epic finish celebration,”
Shiffrin said. “I come into the fin-
ish and I'm like, ‘That was fun.
I'm not quite at that level yet.”
Shiffrin’s performance increas-
es the medal count for Team USA
to five with only the men’s slalom
Sunday left on the program. The
Austrians lead with nine medals.
Maze finished eighth in the
slalom. Still, it was a memorable
world championships for her as
she earned two golds and a silver.

Golf roundup

Furyk claims lead
with birdie spree

The Associated Press

PEBBLE BEACH, Calif. — Jim
Furyk hasn’t competed on the
PGA Tour in seven months, so he
kept his expectations to a mini-
mum at the AT&T Pebble Beach
National Pro-Am.

That changed into pressure he
knows all too well with one big
round.

Furyk made seven birdies over
his last 10 holes at Pebble Beach
on Saturday, the last one with
a wedge he spun back to tap-in
range on the par-5 18th, for his
best round in two decades play-
ing this tournament. He had a 9-
under 63 and a one-shot lead over
Matt Jones and Brandt Snedeker
going into the final round.

For the 44-year-old Furyk, it’s
another chance to end more than
four years without a victory. He
has had at least a share of the 54-
hole lead eight times during that
drought without converting. But
at least he has another chance.

“Ultimately, I want to win golf
tournaments and that’s what’s
most important to me,” said
Furyk, who was at 18-under 197.
“It’s not hard to look you right in

the eye and say, ‘I want to win golf
tournaments.” But it’s hard to go
out the next day and try to play
the same way and not put extra
pressure on yourself.

“We all expect a lot of ourselves
and we all put pressure on our-
selves on Sunday,” he said. “But
I think that the way maybe I was
doing it in the past was a little
counterproductive at times.”

Jones made six birdies in a
seven-hole stretch and built a
three-shot lead late in the glo-
rious afternoon until he made
bogey on his last two holes at Peb-
ble Beach for a 67. Furyk caught
up to him and then passed him
with a wedge to a foot on the final
hole. Brandt Snedeker, who went
47 holes before making his first
bogey of the tournament, made
a 20-foot birdie putt on his final
hole for a 67.

“Didn’t have my best stuff
starting out today,” Snedeker
said. “I was able to gut out a good
round. You kind of have to do that.
... You're going to have a stretch
of golf where you’re not playing
your best, and hopefully, mine is
behind me now.”

Furyk had a stretch of great

Eric RisBerG/AP

Jim Furyk reacts after making a
birdie putt in the AT&T Pebble
Beach National

on
Saturday.

golf, and it carried him to his best
round at Pebble Beach. He made
an 8-foot birdie on the ninth hole
and took off.

Champions Tour: In Naples,
Fla., Colin Montgomerie over-
came a double bogey to shoot his
second straight 6-under 66, hold-
ing onto a one-stroke lead after
two rounds of the ACE Group
Classic at TwinEagles Golf Club
on Saturday.

Montgomerie birdied four of
his last six holes and is 12-under
132 for the tournament. Lee Jan-
zen also had a double bogey but
shot a 7-under 65 and is one back
at 11 under.

Briefly

Kenseth ends drought
in Daytona exhibition

The Associated Press

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. —
Matt Kenseth’s latest victory came
in an exhibition race and with only
12 cars running at the end.

The circumstances didn’t mat-
ter to Kenseth, who made his first
trip to Victory Lane in 17 months
on Saturday night.

Kenseth, coming off a winless
2014 season, has opened the new
year with a long-awaited win. He
claimed Saturday night’s exhibi-
tion Sprint Unlimited, which was
a crash-filled kickoff to the NAS-
CAR season for the second con-
secutive year.

“It’s always fun to win at Day-
tona for sure, it’s fun to win any-
where,” Kenseth said. “There’s
nothing like winning. That’s why
we come out and do this every
week. Getting a win was the best
part for us.

Only 12 of the 25 cars in the
field were running at the end
of the race, which was stopped
twice by red flags for multi-car
accidents. There were only eight
cars running at the end of the
2014 race.

Kenseth, in his third season
with Joe Gibbs Racing, had one of
the strongest cars in the field and

pulled away on a restart with four
laps remaining to claim the win.

Now he’s hoping it’s a sign that
his Toyota will be a contender in
the Feb. 22 season-opening Day-
tona 500.

Martin Truex Jr., who led just
one lap all of last season, led 30
laps but finished second. Carl Ed-
wards, in his debut race for Joe
Gibbs Racing, was third.

Reigning NASCAR champion
Kevin Harvick exchanged cross
words with Joey Logano after the
75-lap race.

Harvick was upset with Logano
for how he pushed Harvick’s car in
the final laps, and the two showed
their displeasure with each other
by banging cars on the cool-down
lap. They then spoke on pit road,
where Harvick held the conversa-
tion while wearing his helmet.

Predators bring back
Franson, Santorelli

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The
Nashville Predators have traded
with Toronto, bringing back de-
fenseman Cody Franson and for-
ward Mike Santorelli as they try
to boost a team already sitting
atop the NHL standings.
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NASCAR

Five things to watch

Daytona Speedweeks gets season rolling
-

By Jim UTTER
The Charlotte Observer

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla.

ere we are again.
There is more than
a week before the
2015 NASCAR season
will officially kick off at Daytona
International ~Speedway with
the season-opening races in the
Sprint Cup, Xfinity and Truck

series.

However, there are a few “un-
official” matters to deal with this
week, namely Thursday’s Dayto-
na 500 Media Day and Saturday
night’s Sprint Unlimited non-
points race.

As Daytona Speedweeks gets
underway, here five things to
watch as the newest NASCAR

season unfolds:
J Gordon’s  farewell
tour: Make no mistake,

Jeff Gordon is going to be

around NASCAR for many
years to come. But this season
will be his last as a full-time com-
petitor in the Cup series.

Given his performance of a
year ago, there is little reason to
doubt Gordon will be a factor in
this season’s championship.

How fitting would it be for his
fifth championship — and first in
the Chase format — to come on
the 20th anniversary of his first
title and in his final season?

Last: Gordon wants to avoid ‘sideshow’

- —

- R

StepHEN M. DoweLL, ORLANDO SENTINEL/AP

Fireworks explode as drivers walk onto the stage before the Sprint Unlimited exhibition race at Daytona
i S| dway in D: Beach on

Electronic pit-road offici-

ating: NASCAR will uti-

lize 45 HD video cameras

to monitor the activity on

pit road rather than rely on a

single official assigned to each

team’s pit stall, which it had been
doing.

The system was tested at the

end of the 2014 season but will get
its first live test during Saturday
night’s Sprint Unlimited.

At least at the start of the sea-
son, there are likely to be more
pit-road penalties than usual as
teams become accustomed to far
more rigid enforcement.

Kurt Busch’s fate: The

2014 season ended with

Kurt Busch being investi-

gated for a domestic assault

incident involving his former girl-
friend, Patricia Driscoll.

Here we are about to start the

season and there still is no de-

cision by Delaware authorities

whether to charge him. He’s also
awaiting a decision on a protec-
tive order sought by Driscoll.

With no clear resolution, Busch
will begin the season with a cloud
over his future. Should he be
charged, he could face suspen-
sion by NASCAR, which would
throw the season into chaos for
himself and his Stewart-Haas
Racing team, which would need
to find a replacement driver.

Is Danica 3-and-out? Fan

favorite Danica Patrick en-

ters her third full season in

the Cup series and the final
year of her contract with SHR
and the sponsor of her team.

Whether her NASCAR experi-
ment continues could depend on
whether she makes significant
improvement this season. She
showed signs last season of gain-
ing speed and improved signifi-
cantly in qualifying.

However, she still finished 28th
in the series standings, one spot
lower than her rookie season.

New rules package: We’ll
have to wait until the sec-
ond race of the year, at
Atlanta, to see the results
of NASCAR’s new aerodynamic
rules package for the Cup series.

NASCAR will use the same
rules package on its superspeed-
way tracks as it did last season,
which means no changes to the
cars at Daytona or Talladega,
Ala.

FROM BACK PAGE

Gordon does not want the focus to be on
him every week for 38 races. He doesn’t
want it to become a sideshow.

“Iam concerned about it. The statements
and comments and accolades have already
been overwhelming,” he said. “But I want
to race hard and be competitive and be fo-
cused at the race track. We’re trying to do
all that we can to talk to the tracks and talk
to NASCAR about how we can maintain
that level of focus.”

Gordon had all the ingredients to top last
season, which saw him come close to a fifth
championship. He won four races and was
one of the strongest drivers all year, but a
sequence of events in the third segment of
NASCAR’s new elimination-round playoffs
knocked him out of title contention.

He will need to be just as good this year
to have a shot at reaching the finale in
Homestead, where four drivers will race
for the Cup.

The title last year went to Kevin Har-
vick, in his first season with Stewart-Haas
Racing. Harvick and crew chief Rodney
Childers were the class of the field all year,
and their hard work was rewarded with the
championship that team co-owner Tony
Stewart promised if they moved to SHR.

Brad Keselowski and Joey Logano, who
made Team Penske a two-driver threat
last year, are expected to be just as strong
this season. The only issue is if Keselowski,
who sparred with many drivers last sea-
son, will be able to just race and set aside
his off-track concerns.

The lineup is different at Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing, which expanded to a fourth driver by
adding Carl Edwards. There was also an

offseason crew chief overhaul in which only
Matt Kenseth’s crew remained intact. Not
even Denny Hamlin, who came one cau-
tion away from perhaps beating Harvick
for the title, was immune. Crew chief Dar-
ian Grubb was moved to help Edwards.

At SHR, where Harvick was the one con-
stant all season, teammates Danica Patrick
and Kurt Busch will be looking for results.
And Stewart? His swagger seems to have
returned after two trying seasons.

Offseason surgery has the three-time
champion walking without a limp for the
first time since he broke his right leg in a
2013 accident, and he seems emotionally
healed after the August death of sprint car
racer Kevin Ward Jr., who was struck and
killed by a car Stewart was driving.

“I’'m not happy about the last two years
of my life, by any means, but I’ve never
questioned who I am or what I do,” Stewart
said. “It’s probably made my desire stron-
ger than ever.”

The Cup cars this year have smaller
spoilers, reduced horsepower and driv-
ers will be able to make their own track
bar adjustments from inside the cockpit.
NASCAR has also replaced officials with
45 cameras that will police pit road and be
monitored from a command center.

With testing banned this offseason, the
teams have not had a good look at the 2015
rules and won’t until Daytona opens on
Friday. Some haven’t been in a car since
the Nov. 16 finale.

“I'm itching to go, man,” said six-time
Sprint Cup champion Jimmie Johnson.
“We’re all really anxious to get into our
race cars.”

STEPHEN M. DoweLL, ORLANDO SENTINEL/TNS

Four-time Sprint Cup champion Jeff Gordon speaks during NASCAR Media Day at
Daytona International Speedway on Thursdayin Daytona Beach, Fla.
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

No. 1 Kentucky
overwhelms SC

Wildcats tie program’s best start at 25-0

By Gary B. GRAVES
The Associated Press

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Top-
ranked Kentucky matched the
best start in the program’s sto-
ried history, improving to 25-0
on Saturday when Willie Cauley-
Stein scored 14 points and Aaron
Harrison added 11 in a 77-43 rout
of South Carolina.

The 1953-54 Wildcats finished
the regular season at 25-0 with
a team that featured future Nai-
smith Hall of Famers Cliff Hagan
and Frank Ramsey, then declined
an NCAA tournament bid. A year
earlier, Kentucky had been under
suspension by the NCAA and can-
celed its season.

This year’s Wildcats are trying
to win the school’s ninth national
championship. They took another
step toward their quest for per-
fection by completing a season
sweep of the overmatched Game-
cocks (12-12, 3-9 Southeastern
Conference).

After holding South Carolina
to 23 percent shooting in last
month’s meeting, Kentucky lim-
ited the Gamecocks to just 13-for-
55 from the field (24 percent) this

Roundup

time.

The Wildcats (12-0 SEC) need-
ed less than 12 minutes to build
a 20-point lead. Dakari Johnson
added 13 rebounds and 10 points
for Kentucky, which shot S0
percent.

Sindarius Thornwell scored
a game-high 20 points for the
Gamecocks, who were out-
rebounded 45-21 and beaten in
just about every statistical cat-
egory except steals (3-2).

The dominant performance
was just what Kentucky coach
John Calipari wanted from his
talented squad after Tuesday
night’s escape at LSU. On Friday,
he voiced his distaste for close
wins and challenged the Wildcats
to show a “killer instinct” with
the postseason just around the
corner.

Kentucky players got the mes-
sage and responded with a strong
start that put South Carolina in a
hole that steadily deepened. The
Wildcats led 26-6 with 8:21 left in
the first half and never eased off
in overwhelming South Carolina
on both ends.

It was 43-18 at halftime, and
Kentucky poured it on against a

James Crisp/AP

Kentucky’s Dakari Johnson (44) pulls down a b South Henry, left,
Sindarius Thornwell (0) and Mindaugas Kacinas during Saturday’s game in Lexmgton, Ky The W‘Idcals

routed the Gamecocks 77-43.

Gamecocks squad looking to build
off a five-point win over Missouri.
Instead, they ended up as the
footnote in a history-tying perfor-
mance that the Wildcats hope to
break on Tuesday at Tennessee.
Calipari a Naismith finalist:
Earlier in the day, Calipari was

picked as one of 12 semifinalists
for the Naismith Memorial Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame. He said
in a statement that he was “at a
loss for words” at the selection
and thanked Kentucky, Mem-
phis and UMass for the coach-
ing opportunities. The 2015 class

will be announced on April 6 in
Indianapolis.

Welcome back: Former Wild-
cats Julius Randle and James
Young, both first-round NBA
draft picks last summer, attended
the game with the league off for
the all-star break.

Barber leads NC State to upset of No. 9 Louisville

The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Anthony
Barber’s surging self-assured-
ness could be the catalyst that al-
ters the course of North Carolina
State’s season.

It was, at least, enough to spark
Saturday’s 74-65 win over No. 9
Louisville, the Wolfpack’s second
win against a top 10 conference
opponent this year.

N.C. State (15-11, 6-7 Atlantic
Coast Conference) had lost five
of its last six, with all but one of
those losses coming by five or
fewer points.

The Wolfpack held Louisville
to 33 percent shooting and domi-
nated near the basket, outscoring
the Cardinals 32-16 in the paint.

Trevor Lacey had 14 points and
Ralston Turner 10 for N.C. State.

Chris Jones scored 20 and
Wayne Blackshear added 19 for
Louisville (20-5, 8-4 ACC).

Terry Rozier and Montrezl
Harrell, Louisville’s leading scor-
ers, combined for just 14 pomts

Timotny D. EasLev/AP

North Carolina State’s Anthony Barber, front, attempts to drive
around the defense of Louisville’s Chris Jones on Saturday in
Louisville, Ky. N.C. State surprised No. 9 Louisville 74-65.

agamst visiting Wake Forest.

after totaling 50 in Wi

69-56 win against Pittsburgh.
No. 2 Virginia 61, Wake Forest
60: Anthony Gill scored 19 points
and Malcolm Brogdon stole the
ball from Cody Miller-McIntyre
to prevent a potential game-win-
ning shot in the final seconds,
preserving Virginia’s victory

No.3 56, Pepp
48: At Spokane, Wash., Kevin
Pangos scored 19 points and Gon-
zaga took over in the second half
to beat stubborn Pepperdine.

No. 4 Duke 80, Syracuse 72:
Jahlil Okafor had 23 points and
13 rebounds for his ninth double-
double of the season, outplay-

ing Syracuse big man Rakeem
Christmas to help Duke beat the
host Orange.

No. 6 Villanova 68, No. 18
Butler 65: Darrun Hilliard ral-
lied Villanova in the second half
and hit a three-pointer with 1.5
seconds left to give the Wildcats
a victory over host Butler.

No. 8 Kansas 74, No. 16

Baylor 64: Kelly Oubre scored
18 points, including a clinching
three-pointer in the final min-
utes, and host Kansas overcame a
slow start to beat Baylor.

Pittsburgh 89, No. 12 North
Carolina 76: Sheldon Jeter scored
a career-high 22 points and hot-
shooting Pittsburgh dominated
visiting North Carolina.

4 lowa State 79, No. 21
West Virginia 59: Monte Morris
scored 19 points and 14th-ranked
Iowa State overwhelmed visiting
West Virginia to sweep the season
series with the Mountaineers.

No. 15 Wichita State 68, Illi-
nois State 62: Ron Baker scored
19 points and Wichita State over-
came poor shooting with tena-
cious defense in holding off host
Illinois State.

Kansas State 59, No. 17 Okla-
homa 56: Marcus Foster made a
tiebreaking three-pointer with 3.4
seconds left and scored 14 points
in his return from a three-game
suspension to lead host Kansas
State past Oklahoma.

No. 19 Maryland 76, Penn
State 73: Dez Wells scored 22
points, Melo Trimble added 20
and Maryland used strong shoot-
ing in the second half to scramble
past host Penn State.

No. 20 VCU 79, George Wash-
ington 66: Melvin Johnson scored
17 points, hitting five three-point-

ers, and visiting VCU snapped a
two-game losing streak with a
victory at George Washington.
CU 70, No. 21 Oklahoma
State 55: Amric Fields had 12
points and a big part in an upset-
sealing run as last-place TCU
beat visiting Oklahoma State.

Michigan State 59, No. 23
Ohio State 56: Michigan State’s
Denzel Valentine celebrated Feb.
14 in style, sinking a three-point-
er with 3.2 seconds remaining to
give host Michigan State a victory
over Ohio State.

No. 24 Arkansas 71, Missis-
sippi 70: Manuale Watkins hit a
short jumper with 6.4 seconds re-
maining to lift visiting Arkansas
over Mississippi.

lo. 25 SMU 73, UConn 55:
Markus Kennedy and Yanick
Moreira scored 13 points apiece
and the two big men combined
for a couple of dunks that helped
build a big first-halflead in SMU’s
win over visiting Connecticut.

Navy 70, Colgate 69: Worth
Smith sank the game-winning
basket with 13 seconds left as
Navy rallied from a 10-point defi-
cit to edge host Colgate.

Air Force 76, UNLV 75: Marek
Olesinski scored 19 points, Zach
Kocur had 18, making five of his
six three-pointers in the second
half, and host Air Force held off
UNLV 76-75 on Saturday.
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Curry, LaVine shine on All-Star Saturday

Warriors guard
takes three-point
crown; T-wolves
teen best dunker

By ANTONIO GONZALEZ
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Stephen Curry
honored a fallen fan the best way
he knew how. Zach LaVine made
aname for himself in a dunk con-
test that lacked star punch.

Curry bested Golden State
Warriors teammate Klay Thomp-
son and six others to win his first
three-point contest, and LaVine
putonaspectacular aerial display
to take home the dunk competi-
tion during a memorable All-Star
Saturday night.

Curry paid homage to one of
the three victims of the shooting
in North Carolina, writing a mes-
sage to Deah Shaddy Barakat on
his sneakers for the shooting stars
competition, then swapping those
for a different color pair for the
three-point contest. Barakat was
one of three Muslim college stu-
dents killed Tuesday in Curry’s
home state.

“It only seemed right to honor
him and his family, and hopefully
they know that people are think-
ing about them,” Curry said.
“They’re not alone, and hopeful-
ly it can give them some kind of
peace and comfort knowing that
he was a special guy. And I just
did my little part to shed light to-
ward him.”

Curry said there were several
connections to the family that
touched him.

He said Barakat did his wed-
ding photo similar to a magazine
cover featuring Curry and his
wife, Ayesha. Barakat also wore a
No. 30 jersey — Curry’s number
— in basketball leagues and some
of Curry’s family members even
played pickup games with Bara-
kat in North Carolina.

“They all spoke highly of him,”
Curry said. “It’s a great plat-
form to be on, but it only seemed
right.”

Barakat’s wife, Yusor Moham-
mad Abu-Salha, and her sister,
Razan Mohammad Abu-Salha,
also were killed in the attack.
Craig Stephen Hicks, 46, has
been charged with three counts
of first-degree murder in their
deaths.

Curry, the starting point guard
for the Western Conference in
Sunday’s All-Star game at Madi-
son Square Garden, made sure
he’d have the chance to shine a
bright light on Barakat and his
family.

He scored 27 points in the final
round. Curry connected on 13
consecutive shots until missing
his final attempt, bringing fans
and celebrities roaring to their
feet after every swish at Brook-
lyn’s Barclays Center.

Thompson, who had an open-
ing-round best of 24, scored

Wik

: 11

1
Protos BY FRANK FRANKLIN II/AP

The Timberwolves’ Zach LaVine, right, takes the ball from teammate Andrew Wiggins during the All-Star Saturday Slam Dunk contest.

only 14 points in the final round.
Cleveland’s Kyrie Irving finished
second with 17 points in the three-
man final.

It was a rare year when the
three-point competition had as
much — if not more — intrigue
heading into it than the dunk con-
test because of the notable names
who were — and weren’t — par-
ticipating in each.

Even still, LaVine left a lasting
impression few will forget.

The 19-year-old Timberwolves
rookie scored a perfect 100 in the
opening round. He highlighted his
scintillating start with a through-
the-legs, one-handed reverse
slam, wearing a white No. 23 Jor-
dan jersey for what he dubbed the
“Space Jam” dunk.

On his second dunk, he tossed
the ball up, put it behind his back
in the air and threw down a pow-
erful one-handed slam for an-
other 50 from the Hall of Fame
judges — Julius Erving, Walt
Frazier, Nate Archibald, Bernard
King and Chris Mullin.

LaVine had a final round score
of 94 to overtake Orlando’s Victor
Oladipo, who struggled to convert
his first attempt in the final and
finished with a 72 in the cham-
pionship round. LaVine became
the first Timberwolves player to
win the dunk contest since Isaiah
Rider in 1994.

“I'm still on cloud nine. I feel
like I'm dreaming,” LaVine said.
“Seeing all the dunk contests and
people hoisting the trophy, I just
saw myself do it and lived it. So

it’s a dream come true. I'm glad
my family is here to witness it
and go through it.”

Milwaukee’s Giannis Antetok-
ounmpo, aka The Greek Freak,
and Brooklyn’s Mason Plumlee
didn’t advance past the opening
round.

Even with all the above-the-
rim athleticism, the MVP front-
runner put on quite a show from
long distance.

Curry, who set the NBA-record
with 272 three-pointers in a sea-
son two years ago, finally took
home the three-point crown on
his fourth try. He earned brag-
ging rights over his fellow “Splash
Brothers” star in the process,
putting pressure on Thompson to
follow his spotlight-stealing final
round.

He couldn’t.

Nobody could.

Atlanta’s Kyle Korver, who is
shooting a league-high 52.3 per-
cent from beyond the arc, and
defending champion Marco Beli-
nelli of San Antonio never made it
past the first round with scores of
18. Portland’s Wesley Matthews
finished with 22, Los Angeles
Clippers guard J.J. Redick scored
17 and Houston’s James Harden
had 15.

Chris Bosh, Dominique
Wilkins and Swin Cash won their
third straight shooting stars
competition earlier. Houston’s
Patrick Beverley won the skills
competition.

Golden State’s Stephen Curry competes during the All-Star Satul
Three-point contest in New York. Curry scored 27 points in the final
round, including 13 straight, to win.
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NASCAR SEASON PREVIEW

ast ride

All eyes on Gordon’s e
final year in No. 24

driver following this
By JENNA FRYER
The Associated Press

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. S
hrough driver changes, a new championship format SenTINEL/TNS
and NASCAR'’s push to reinvent itself, the one constant

Tfor more than two decades has been Jeff Gordon behind
the wheel every week of the iconic No. 24.
Now it’s time to buckle up for what’s going to be Gordon’s final ride.

The four-time NASCAR champion will report to Daytona Inter-
national Speedway this week to begin prepa-

rations for his final season-opening
Daytona S00.
Gordon said last month he will
give up full-time driving at the end of .?
2015, and while he didn’t rule out racing
alittle in the future this will be his fmal -
appearance in the “Great American =
Race” that kicks off the season Feb. 22. &%
Tt will be the beginning of what will it'u-
surely be a NASCAR season packed
with tributes to Gordon, whose storied =
career includes pushing the sport into ,5..,
mainstream visibility. e
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