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Vote fraud imperils pact on US troops

Pentagon’s 
top brass 
bash Iraqi
government

BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — At a defense 
budget hearing dominated by the
crisis in Iraq, Pentagon leaders
bashed the Iraqi government for the
deteriorating security situation, and
addressed lawmakers’ fears that the
same thing could happen in Afghan-
istan after U.S. forces withdraw.

“Al-Qaida-inspired extremists
raising flags over Iraq’s embattled
cities triggers in me the same thing 
that runs through the mind of any 
veteran who served there, which
is bitter disappointment that Iraqi
leaders failed to unite for the good
of their people,” chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Martin 
Dempsey told members of Congress 
on Wednesday.

Dempsey said that over the past
year, he and other senior U.S. mili-
tary officials have been warning the
Shia-dominated Iraqi government — 
including Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki — that its sectarian-motivated 
actions were alienating other ethnic 
groups and jeopardizing the Iraqi se-
curity forces’ ability to deal with the 
threat posed by Islamic State of Iraq
and  the Levant militants.
SEE BASH ON PAGE 14

Above
beyond

— and —

the call of duty

Crisis in Iraq:
latest developments
� Obama meeting with members
of Congress Wednesday afternoon
to discuss Iraq
� Militants attack Beiji oil refinery; 
could signal shift to targeting 
infrastructure
� Al-Maliki: ‘Shock attacks’ have 
united country, counteroffensive 
underway
� Iraq formally asks the US to
launch airstrikes against militants

An Afghan War veteran
who absorbed the blast
of a grenade to protect a

fellow Marine will receive the Medal of
Honor on Thursday at the White House,
becoming the eighth living recipient for
actions in Afghanistan or Iraq.
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Cpl. William “Kyle” Carpenter, seen here in January 2012, 
was almost killed in Marjah, Afghanistan, in November 2010.

DANIEL WETZEL/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps

BY JOSH SMITH

Stars and Stripes

KABUL — Claiming massive fraud 
in last week’s runoff election, one of Af-
ghanistan’s two remaining presidential 
candidates on Wednesday called for an im-
mediate halt to vote counting, a move that 
would throw the future of the U.S. pres-
ence in Afghanistan into doubt.

“We suspend our engagement with the 
[election] commission, we have asked our 
monitors to leave the counting centers of 
the commission, and we have asked for the 

counting process to stop immediately,” said 
former Foreign Minister Abdullah Abdul-
lah at a news conference in Kabul.

Any delay in the election of a new presi-
dent is likely to affect the Bilateral Securi-

ty Agreement to keep American troops in 
Afghanistan past 2014. Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai has refused to sign the deal, 
saying the decision is up to his successor.

The lack of a BSA has frustrated the U.S. 

military and the White House. As Karzai
delayed, President Barack Obama in Feb-
ruary ordered the Defense Department to 
begin planning for a full U.S. troop with-
drawal from Afghanistan.

Abdullah’s decision and escalating rheto-
ric also could throw the election process 
itself into doubt. Afghan leaders and interna-
tional observers see the election as a major
test of legitimacy for the government, which
is facing the withdrawal of foreign military
combat forces by the end of the year.

SEE FRAUD ON PAGE 2

‘ We suspend our engagement with the [election] 
commission ... and we have asked for the counting 
process to stop immediately. ’

Afghan presidential candidate Abdullah Abdullah

AFGHANISTAN ELECTION
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“I am as broken and 
ashamed as a bride who 

is not a virgin on her 
wedding night.”

— an Iraqi lieutenant colonel who 
escaped Islamic State of Iraq and 

the Levant militants’ recent sweep 
over the northern city of Mosul

See story on Page 15 
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  Abdullah faced former Finance Minister 
Ashraf Ghani in a runoff on June 14 after nei-
ther candidate got the more than 50 percent 
of votes needed in the first round of voting 
in April. Abdullah was ahead after the first 
round with about 45 percent.

In this second round, Abdullah and his sup-
porters claim that the turnout was exagger-
ated and in some places the number of votes 
reported exceeded the population.

“Widespread fraud forced us to make this 
decision, and this decision is in the interest of 
the nation of Afghanistan,” Abdullah said.

He said he raised concerns about fraud from 
the first round with the Independent Election 
Commission and with Karzai, but those con-
cerns went unaddressed.

The commission will respond to Abdullah’s 
complaints when it officially receives them, 
said IEC spokesman Noor Mohammad Noor, 
but meanwhile the process will go forward.

“The counting process is going on and will 
not stop,” he told Stars and Stripes. “IEC will 
obey the code of conduct signed with the can-
didates, and if they respect the code of con-
duct as well, there will not be any problems.”

Abdullah ran against Karzai in 2009 but 
pulled out before a runoff could take place, 
citing rampant vote rigging.

Nadir Muhsini, a spokesman for the Elec-
toral Complaints Commission, which is tasked 
with investigating claims of fraud, said it was 
too early to reach any conclusions.

“We just started our work because we are 
just receiving the complaints,” he told Stars 
and Stripes. “So these comments by Dr. Abdul-
lah are very premature and it is not fair. Defi-
nitely, such comments and taking such stances 
are not good for the future of Afghanistan.” 

Muhsini promised that all complaints would 
be addressed in a just way.

A spokeswoman for Karzai declined to com-
ment until she had further information.

“We consider the stoppage of vote-counting 
and withdrawal of observers as disrespect to 
people’s votes,” the Ghani campaign said via 
Twitter. “People have come out in masses on 

June 14, they have voted. Therefore, the IEC 
must complete all its election proceedings.”

Abdullah won the most votes in the April 
5 election, but may have seen the vote count 
turning against him this time, said Ghafoor 
Liwal, a political analyst who heads the Af-
ghan Regional Study Center.

“I think [Abdullah] wants to kind of sabo-
tage the process,” Liwal said. “I am confident 
the IEC will continue the counting of votes, 
but this will harm the legitimacy of the pro-
cess, and the results will be less legitimate. 
He needs to be patient until the commission 
has announced the results.”

This was a way for Abdullah to force his 
concerns into the public arena, said Kate 
Clark, a senior analyst with the Afghan Ana-
lyst Network. “In part, this is Abdullah say-

ing, ‘You will listen to me,’ ” she said. “But it’s
a nuclear option because it is absolutely dan-
gerous to the legitimacy of the next president,
regardless of who comes out on top, because it
hits at the process itself.”

Abdullah’s 2009 decision not to take the
race to a second round is likely also hanging
over his actions now. In 2009, the first round
had been exceptionally fraudulent, but he
gave in to domestic and international pres-
sure to drop out.

“He believed he was defeated by mass 
fraud and political pressure,” Clark said. “He
also learned that you gain nothing, in those
circumstances, from being a good loser.”
 Stars and Stripes reporter Heath Druzin and Zubair 
Babakarkhail contributed to this report.
smith.josh@stripes.com
Twitter: @joshjonsmith

US Marines in Darwin aid energy security

Fraud: Abdullah also claimed in 2009 that vote was rigged

MASSOUD HOSSAINI/AP

Afghan presidential candidate Abdullah Abdullah, right, leaves after a news conference in 
Kabul  on Wednesday . Abdullah, the front-runner in Afghanistan’s runoff  election, has called 
for vote counting to stop over fraud claims. 

 The Associated Press

CANBERRA, Australia — The growing 
number of U.S. Marines in northern Australia 
is enhancing the security of the nation’s bur-
geoning gas industry, which extends across 
the remote and sparsely populated north-
ern coast, a senior American general said 
Wednesday.

Maj. Gen. Richard L. Simcock, Hawaii-
based deputy commander of U.S. Marine 
Corps in the Pacific, was commenting after an 
executive of U.S. energy giant Chevron Corp. 
told a conference of concerns that gas rigs off 
the Australian northwest coast and tankers 

shipping liquid natural gas through Southeast 
Asian waters could be vulnerable to attack.

“We are very much aware that they could 
be considered strategic targets,” said Chev-
ron Australia Pty Ltd  managing director Roy 
Krzywosinski, referring to gas platforms and 
shipping routes.

Krzywosinski told the U.S. Studies Center 
conference on the U.S.-Australian defense al-
liance that his company was “in very signifi-
cant and close engagement” with Australian 
authorities on how to protect tens of billions of 
dollars in energy assets and product.

Simcock said  the growing Marine presence 

in the northern city of Darwin  was ensuring 
the Australian energy industry’s security.

“One of the things that the rebalance en-
sures is the security that has been provided to
the region since World War II,” Simcock told 
reporters on the sidelines of the conference. 
“How do you maintain that level of security
in an evolving region? We think that part of
that is through allies, partners, friends, but
it’s also about being here,” he added .

Since President Barack Obama announced 
in 2011 a permanent Marine presence in Dar-
win, troop numbers have grown from 250 to
1,100 . 
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Sounds like the Navy did the 
right thing here. ... Can you 
imagine if, after an attack, a 
Catholic sailor requests last 
rites? It would be this atheist 
chaplain’s presumed “duty” to 
tell the man there is no God 
and he’s going to die?

— pusherhombre  

 How would you feel if it were 
a Muslim Chaplin? How about 
a Satanist Chaplin? Why not? 
Some of us believe there is no 
“higher power.” We have no 
rites, but have we no rights?

— DaveOfThisWorld  

As long as “atheists” tear at the 
beliefs of Christians serving in 
the Armed Forces by claiming 
they are offended by a passage 
of scripture or a persons’ shar-
ing their beliefs with others, this 
atheist is not welcome any-
where we Marines may serve 
on the battlefield and require 
the sacraments.

— marine by choice  

If you want to have faith, that’s 
fine. More power to you. Just 
don’t preach on my lawn and 
I’ll return the same courtesy 
— that’s a pretty basic solution.

— Erik LeDuc  

I’m interested to know where 
the humanist got his concept 
of good. Last time I checked, 
I’d say he got it from religion 
and more specifically much of it 
from the Bible, which by faith is 
the word of God.

— Jim  

Are you saying that religions 
that aren’t based on a Christian 
God and the Bible don’t have 
any concept of “good?” Last 
time “I” checked, good was 
based on empathy and com-
passion for all living creatures.

— Jaded  

Join the fray at:
stripes.com/go/humanist

stripes.com

Humanist denied 
chaplain status 

Readers respond:

Say what?
A sample of reader 

comments from 

A Navy chaplain candidate 
who believes people can 
pursue “good without a god” 
said the recent rejection of 
his application wouldn’t stop 
his campaign to become 
the military’s first humanist 
chaplain. 

MILITARY

BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Marine 
Lance Cpls. Kyle Carpenter and 
Nicholas Eufrazio were standing 
watch on the roof of a mud and 
timber building being used as the 
command center at Patrol Base 
Dakota, in the Marjah district of 
Helmand province.

Their squad was pushing south 
into Taliban strongholds, working 
to set up patrol bases and estab-
lish a stronger U.S. Marine pres-
ence in the volatile region.

On the morning of Nov. 21, 2010, 
insurgents threw three grenades. 

One landed on the roof. Rather 
than trying to escape the blast or 
shield himself, Carpenter dove on 
top of the grenade to protect his 
comrade.

“Due to Lance Corporal Car-
penter’s actions, the majority of 
the grenade blast was deflected 
down rather than up, causing a 
cone-shaped hole to be blown 
down through the ceiling of the 
command operations center 
(below) … Lance Corporal Car-
penter’s body absorbed a major-
ity of the resulting explosion,” 
according to a Marine Corps ac-
count of the battle.  The blast seat 
of the grenade was found under 
Carpenter’s torso.

“His total disregard for his own 
personal safety distinguishes his 
conduct above and beyond the 
call of duty,” according to the Ma-
rine Corps.

 Cpl. William “Kyle” Carpenter, 
now medically retired, will be at 
the White House on Thursday 

to receive the Medal of Honor 
— the nation’s highest award for 
military valor — for his actions in 
Afghanistan.

Carpenter, 24, was serving as 
an automatic rifleman with Com-
pany F, 2nd Battalion, 9th Ma-
rines,  when he nearly lost his life 
while saving a fellow Marine.

Eufrazio was severely wounded 
and suffered a shrapnel injury to 
his head from the grenade, but he 
survived the attack.

Carpenter doesn’t remember 
much about what happened be-
fore the grenade detonated, but 
he does recall thinking afterward 
that he wasn’t going to survive.  

“When I close my eyes, I can 
still feel the warm blood pouring 
out of me onto my skin and fading 
out of consciousness with my  ... 
final thought of ‘I’m going to die’,” 
Carpenter wrote on Facebook last 
year on the third anniversary of 
the attack.

Carpenter was close to death 
on several occasions after sus-
taining a skull fracture, multiple 
facial fractures, the loss of a third 
of his lower jaw, a collapsed right 
lung and multiple injuries to his 
arms and legs. He also lost his 
right eye.

Carpenter had to be resuscitat-
ed in the medevac helicopter that 

came to get him. Upon arriving at 
Camp Bastion, he was in such bad 
shape that medical personnel ini-
tially labeled him PEA — “patient 
expired on arrival.” He later flat-
lined while recovering at Walter 
Reed National Medical Center. 

“The enemy killed me [but] I 
came back,” Carpenter said in a 
Defense Department video.

Carpenter’s recovery was ardu-
ous. He had dozens of surgeries 
over the next 2 ½ years, including 
brain surgery.

“Going from toting a machine 
gun in Afghanistan … to using a 
bed pan, and I can’t even put my 
own socks on — that was hard 
to kind of suck it up,” Carpenter 
said, according to a Marine Corps 
news release.

But Carpenter bounced back. 
Last year, he ran the Marine 
Corps Marathon and posted a 
time of 4:28:42, according to the 
“Operation Kyle” Facebook page, 
which was created by his support-
ers. He has also skydived.

“I won’t ever quit. I am just get-
ting started,” Carpenter said in 
the DOD video.

In July 2013, Carpenter — who 
was born in the Jackson, Miss., 
suburb of Flowood and went to 
high school in Batesburg, S.C. — 
was medically retired, and he is  a 

full-time student at the University 
of South Carolina in Columbia.

He has some advice for his 
admirers.

“Please take it from me … enjoy 
every day to the fullest, don’t take 
life too seriously, always try to 
make it count, appreciate the 
small and simple things, be kind 
and help others, let the ones you 
love always know you love them 
and when things get hard, trust 
there is a bigger plan and that you 
will be stronger for it,” he wrote 
on Facebook.

Carpenter will be the eighth 
living recipient of the Medal of 
Honor for actions in Iraq or Af-
ghanistan. Besides Carpenter, 
only 14 servicemembers who 
fought in those wars have re-
ceived the award. Still, Carpen-
ter doesn’t consider himself to be 
more heroic than other Marines.

“As many firefights and in-
stances where there’s been op-
portunity, Marines have stepped 
up to the plate — not only in Iraq 
and Afghanistan but since the 
beginning of our country,” Car-
penter said, according to the Ma-
rine Corps news release. “I truly 
feel like I’m on an even playing 
field.”
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps

 Cpl. William “Kyle” Carpenter, 24, now retired,  is set to receive the Medal of Honor on Thursday for his service in Afghanistan.

‘THE ENEMY 
KILLED ME 
[BUT] I 
CAME BACK’

MEDAL OF HONOR

Former Marine to receive nation’s highest honor for valor Thursday

‘ When I close my eyes, I can still feel the warm blood pouring out 
of me onto my skin and fading out of consciousness with my  ... 
final thought of ‘I’m going to die.’ ’

Cpl. William “Kyle” Carpenter
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BY MATT MILLHAM

Stars and Stripes

 KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger-
many — NATO officers taking 
part in war games in the Baltics 
say that Russia’s surprise launch 
of military maneuvers nearby 
has not altered their plans for 
the Saber Strike exercise, which 
wraps up Friday.

“What Russia decides to do in 
response to a pre-planned exer-
cise is beyond me,” said Maj. Gen. 
Mark McQueen, the American 
directing the war games, which 
are playing out in sites across Es-
tonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

Soon after Saber Strike 
launched last week, Russia an-
nounced its own war games in 
response to the exercise in Kalin-
ingrad, a tiny Russian enclave on 
the Baltic Sea that borders both 
Poland and Lithuania.

About 4,500 troops — including 
roughly 1,000 Americans — are 
participating in Saber Strike, 
making it the biggest  exercise to 
bear that name since the series 
began in 2009.

NATO is seeking to maintain 
interoperability that member 

nations gained by working and 
fighting together for more than 
a decade in Afghanistan. As the 
war continues to wind down with 
the withdrawal of coalition com-
bat forces, the alliance plans to 
maintain this ability  by conduct-
ing frequent exercises and other 
joint training drills.

Planning for the maneuvers 
began almost a year ago, Mc-
Queen said — well before Rus-
sia annexed Crimea or amassed 
some 40,000 troops on Ukraine’s 
border. 

McQueen and other officers 
involved in the exercise said they 
are primarily focused on building 
and maintaining interoperabil-
ity among various regional and 
NATO militaries and didn’t have 
any particular potential aggres-
sor in mind when planning Saber 
Strike.

Russia hasn’t seen it that way.  
“We can’t take this military 

buildup by the alliance next to 
Russia’s borders as anything but 
a demonstration of hostile inten-
tion,” Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Vladimir Titov said 
last week as the U.S.-led exercise 

kicked off, according to Russia’s 
state-run Russia Today news 
service. 

Less than 24 hours later, 
the Russian defense ministry 
announced its war games  in 
Kaliningrad .

The Russian reaction “was, you 
know, interesting, but had no im-
pact on our exercise,” McQueen 
said. 

Russia’s actions in Ukraine, 
however, have had an effect on 
U.S. and NATO plans. A U.S.-led 
military exercise dubbed Rapid 
Trident, which was to have kicked 
off in Ukraine in July, has been 
postponed. Meanwhile, participa-
tion in Saber Strike has swelled 
from about 2,000 last year to 
more than double that this year. 

Canada, citing Russia’s actions 
in Ukraine, sent an additional 75 
soldiers to augment the 45 troops 
it already planned to send to the 
maneuvers.

Capt. Austin Richardson, an 
officer in 3rd Battalion, Princess 
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infan-
try, is among those 75. He dis-
missed the notion that he and his 
men taking part in ground ma-

neuvers in Latvia see themselves 
as a deterrent to Russia.

“This is just an exercise that 
had already been preplanned,” 
Richardson said. The situation 
between Russia and Ukraine “is 
not really a topic that we kind of 
think about or talk about.”

The fictional scenarios Rich-
ardson and the other forces here 
are engaged in aren’t aimed at 
any particular nation, Maj. Gen. 

Almantas Leika, Lithuania’s 
land forces commander, said in 
an email response provided by
a Lithuanian Defense Ministry
spokesman.

 The only reason it’s gotten
more attention from the media 
and public this year, he said, is 
because of the “current situation”
in this part of Europe.
millham.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @mattmillham

EUROPE

BERN LEBLANC/Courtesy of the Canadian Army

Pvt. Derik Reyes, of 3rd Battalion, Princess Patricia’s Canadian 
Light Infantry, secures the area during Exercise Saber Strike at the 
Drawsko Pomorskie training area in Poland on June 9 . The exercise 
is being conducted primarily in the Baltics, but with some events in 
Poland. 

Russian war games don’t 
alter plans for Baltic drills
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 BY TONY CAPACCIO

Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — Lockheed Martin 
Corp. and the Pentagon said a fix has been 
found that should prevent more bulkhead 
cracks on the Marine Corps version of the 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, the costliest U.S. 
weapons program.

On-the-ground stress testing may re-
sume as soon as Sept. 30, officials said. It 
was suspended this past September after 
inspections found cracks in three of six 
bulkheads on a plane used for such tests.

The suspension increased scrutiny of the 
Marines’ F-35B, the most complex of three 
versions, because it is intended to take off 
like a conventional fighter and land like 
a helicopter. The Lockheed-built plane, 
which Britain and Italy also are buying, 
is supposed to be declared combat-ready 
next year.

“They think they’ve got the root cause,” 
Frank Kendall, the Pentagon’s chief weap-
ons buyer, said in an interview. “They’ve 
got a process that they want to implement 
that they believe will fix the problem for 
the existing jets.

“It’s going to take a while to certify that 
process,” he said. “They have reasonably 
good confidence in it. It’s not certain yet 
that it’s going to fix the problem.”

The projected $398.6 billion acquisition 
cost for the F-35 has climbed 71 percent in 
inflation-adjusted dollars since the Penta-
gon signed its initial contract with Bethes-
da, Md.-based Lockheed in 2001, even 
as plans were adjusted to buy 409 fewer 
aircraft.

The bulkhead cracks were described as 
“a new defect” by Michael Gilmore, the 
Pentagon’s chief weapons tester, when 
Bloomberg News disclosed the testing halt 

in February.
“Government and industry engineers 

identified multiple factors,” leading to the 
cracking even though the bulkheads were 
made to specifications, Joe DellaVedova, 
spokesman for the Pentagon’s F-35 pro-
gram office, said in an emailed statement. 
These included “underestimating the ef-
fect of corrosion-prevention treatments on 
fatigue life, resulting in not having enough 
metal thickness in key locations,” he said.

“Bulkhead manufacturing processes 
will be modified to accommodate in-
creased metal thickness and to minimize 
stresses within the final bulkhead,” Della-
Vedova said.

Lorraine Martin, Lockheed’s F-35 pro-
gram manager, said in an interview that 
“we do understand what the stresses were 
that were impacting the aircraft.”

Lockheed, the largest U.S. contractor, 

has redesigned the bulkhead “so you’ll 
never see these cracks” again, she said. The
new bulkhead will be installed in aircraft
to be made in the ninth production contract
that’s scheduled to awarded next year. Ret-
rofit kits will be sent to depots to strengthen
the aircraft already delivered, she said.

It’s not yet clear how aircraft to be made 
under the eighth production contract that’s
now under negotiation with Lockheed will
benefit from the improvements, Kendall 
said.

“We are negotiating with Lockheed on
how to handle that,” Kendall said. “I’d be 
reluctant to buy jets that I don’t feel are
structurally sound.”

Ground testing stresses an airframe to
simulate flight conditions and determine
whether a plane can reach its projected
lifetime, which in the case of the Marines’
F-35B is 8,000 flying hours. 

 The Associated Press

NEWPORT, R.I. — The U.S. 
Navy’s top officer asked naval of-
ficers, scholars and students at 
the Naval War College on Tues-
day for their help in updating the 
nation’s maritime strategy, last 
revised seven years ago when the 
country was fighting land wars in 

Iraq and Afghanistan.
U.S. Chief of Naval Operations 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert told an 
audience at the college he needs 
their suggestions before he signs 
off this year on a new maritime 
strategy for the 21st century.

The document helps guide how 
defense contracts are awarded 
and where assets are assigned. 

It was last revised in 2007, in the 
midst of the two wars and before 
the economic recession.

The updated strategy will have 
a new emphasis on cyberwarfare 
and the changing security land-
scape, and will address such cur-
rent issues as climate change in 
the Arctic that has allowed more 
shipping.

“We have to articulate our 
being, what we’re about, to our al-
lies and our partners, and our ad-
versaries as well,” Greenert said.

Greenert said U.S. presence 
will continue to be a guiding prin-
ciple in the country’s strategy. 
He noted that the aircraft carrier 
USS George H.W. Bush was able 
to get to the Persian Gulf quickly 

last weekend at President Barack 
Obama’s behest amid the escalat-
ing violence in Iraq because the
ship was already in the North
Arabian Sea.

Greenert said he also plans to 
develop a trained, educated “stra-
tegic cadre” within the Navy that 
would be positioned throughout 
the force. 

MILITARY

DOD: Fix found for cracks in F-35 bulkheads 

Navy to revise maritime strategy for 1st time since 2007
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BY TRAVIS J. TRITTEN

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Congress’ push to 
quickly fire Department of Veterans Af-
fairs executives in the wake of a nation-
wide scheduling scandal threatens to do 
more harm than good, and could be uncon-
stitutional, according to attorneys who spe-
cialize in federal employee cases.

Lawmakers moved with unusual speed 
and cooperation this week to pass a sweep-
ing VA reform package that would make it 
easier to fire those involved with falsified 
patient wait lists at hundreds of hospitals 
and clinics.

Beginning Wednesday, they planned to 
cobble together two pieces of legislation 
recently passed in both chambers into a 
single reform package that will be sent to 
President Barack Obama. Key provisions 
in each bill would change how the VA ter-
minates senior federal executives for in-
competence or wrongdoing. 

A House VA proposal guts the notifica-
tion and appeals process for executives, 
treating them the same as congressional 
staffers who can be fired on the spot. The 
Senate version of the bill, sponsored by 
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., and Sen. Ber-
nie Sanders, I-Vt., immediately freezes pay 
and creates a dramatically shortened ap-
peals process.

In each case, the legislation allows the 
VA to stop paying an executive before that 
employee can investigate the reasons for 
the termination, file a formal response or 
ask for an appeal.

The VA “can’t do that. If they do, the 
first person they do it to is going to sue and 
get it reversed,” said Joyce E. Kitchens, 
an Atlanta-based attorney and former VA 
staff counsel who often represents federal 
employees.

Kitchens and other attorneys said the 
legislation butts up against a 1985 U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling that civil servants’ 
pay is property protected under the Fifth 
Amendment, meaning it cannot be taken 
by the government without due process.

Congress wants to do away with rules 
that in most cases allow VA senior execu-
tives at least 30 days to respond to a call 

for termination before the department or 
any federal agency can stop paying them. 
Instead, appeals would come after pay is 
stopped.

“If somebody gets fired under this leg-
islation, they have reason to litigate,” said 
Cheri Cannon, an attorney with the Wash-
ington law firm Tully Rinckey who repre-
sents VA clients. She is also former chief 
counsel for the chairman of the Merit Sys-
tems Protection Board, which reviews fed-
eral employee actions.

Cannon and others also worry that Con-
gress may shorten the time allowed for VA 
employee appeals so much that a fair hear-
ing is not possible.

The McCain-Sanders bill, widely hailed 
as a compromise breakthrough in the Sen-
ate, gives an executive just seven days to 
file an appeal after receiving a termination 
notice and losing pay. An appeals board 
would be required to give a decision in the 
case three weeks later.

Cannon said appeals now take at least 
three to four months to be resolved and 

often longer due to a large number of pend-
ing appeals by federal employees who were 
furloughed recently.

Eric Pines, a Houston attorney who has 
handled VA cases for 18 years, said filing 
an appeal within one week would not be re-
alistic without an extension from the VA.

It can take clients days just to find an at-
torney who specializes in federal employee 
cases and once an attorney is contacted it 
could take days more for counsel to get to 
the case, Pines said.

He said there is widespread mistreat-
ment of employees and corruption in the 
VA, but Congress should be cautious about 
the new legislation.

“If you push things too quickly because 
of emotion, you are going to end up having 
major problems,” he said. “It’s a recipe for 
disaster.”

The Senior Executives Association, a 
Washington-based nonprofit group that 
advocates for federal executives, has also 
come out against the legislation, saying 
there are constitutional issues with the 

current language.
“SEA is very concerned. SEA is against

both bills,” said Debra Roth, general coun-
sel for the group. “I think there are con-
stitutional issues … we have made our 
position known [on Capitol Hill] in lengthy,
multiple rounds of discussions.”

Lawmakers have denied there any legal
issues with the legislation, which passed
with overwhelming bipartisan majorities
in both chambers.

McCain spokesman Brian Rogers said
executives would still be able to appeal a 
termination decision and could be awarded
back pay by the Merit System Protection 
Board if that board rules the firing was not
warranted.

Meanwhile, VA employees who claim 
they were fired improperly or due to dis-
crimination could also file a complaint
with the Office of Special Counsel or the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion, according to Rogers.

“There is no constitutional defect here,”
Rogers wrote in an email.

Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., who chairs the
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs,
sponsored the bill that passed 390-33 and
has been calling for reform at the VA for
years.

His legislation would scrap the adminis-
trative process for firing VA senior execu-
tives and replace it with the same system
used for congressional staff members, who
can be fired on the spot without pay, of-
fered the option of retirement, or in some 
cases, receive a severance package.

Miller said the critiques of the proposed
law come from special interests that sup-
port the VA status quo, even though it is
dysfunctional, and that opposition is un-
likely to be backed in court.

“Ultimately,” he said in a written state-
ment to Stars and Stripes, “I suspect those
who are fighting against our efforts to in-
crease accountability at VA will have about
as much support in a court of law as they
did in the court of public opinion.”
tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten

 BY CHRIS CARROLL

Stars and Stripes

BALTIMORE — The Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs an-
nounced Wednesday that the 
acting secretary has ordered 
each regional director to conduct 
in-person reviews of scheduling 
practices in every clinic within 
their jurisdiction.

Sloan Gibson directed that site 
inspections will include observ-
ing daily scheduling processes 
and interacting with scheduling 
staff to ensure all policies are 
being followed to deliver timely 
care.

“Our top priority is getting 
veterans off of wait lists and into 
clinics,”  Gibson said in a news re-
lease. “Veterans must trust their 
health care system, and these 
reviews are an important step 
towards restoring integrity in all 
our scheduling activities.”

The VA came under withering 
criticism resulting in VA sec-
retary Eric Shinseki resigning 
after off-book wait lists were dis-
covered at the Phoenix VA, and 

subsequently at dozens of clinics 
nationwide.

On Tuesday, the Department 
of Veterans Affairs hung out the 
“help wanted” sign, announcing 
the beginning of the process to 
select a new head of the embattled 
Veterans Health Administration.

“I will tell you that filling this 
job — it’s one of the most impor-
tant jobs in government today,” 
Gibson said Tuesday during a 
visit to the Baltimore VA Medi-
cal Center. As the leader of the 
nation’s largest health care sys-
tem at a crucial time, he said, “I 
believe this one position has a 
greater opportunity to have an 
impact and make a lasting differ-
ence than any other opportunity 
in health care.”

Gibson said he visited the Bal-
timore VA hospital because it was 
identified recently by the depart-
ment as having among the longest 
wait times in the nation for new 
patients seeking primary care ap-
pointments—81 days on average.

Five new primary care doctors 
are in the process of being hired 
in Baltimore, a more than 10 per-
cent staffing increase, officials 

said. But Gibson said the VA must 
up its performance in Maryland 
and elsewhere.

“I think it’s pretty obvious 
we’ve seen 
a major ero-
sion of that 
trust in re-
cent times,” 
Gibson said. 
“My com-
mitment to 
all of you, 
my commit-
ment to our 
veterans, my 
commitment 
to the Amer-

ican people and their elected rep-
resentatives is that we will work 
to earn it back.”

Gibson said the VA is striving 
for transparency, and that more 
data on wait times was being pre-
pared for release by Wednesday.

The former under secretary for 
health for the Veterans Health 
Administration, Dr. Robert K. 
Petzel, stepped down May 16, 
although he was already plan-
ning to retire later this year. The 
resignation did nothing to defuse 

the growing scandal over long 
wait times for appointments and 
fraudulent scheduling practices 
at VA health facilities, and  Shin-
seki submitted his own resigna-
tion to President Barack Obama 
two weeks later.

According to the VA, a group of 
nine experts was to begin meet-
ing in Washington on Tuesday to 
assess candidates.

The commission includes:
� Retired Maj. Gen. Nancy 

Adams, RN,  American Academy 
of Nursing Fellow.

� Garry Augustine, Washington 
Headquarters executive director, 
Disabled American Veterans.

� Dr. Delos Cosgrove , president 
and CEO, Cleveland Clinic.

� Lt. Gen. Patricia Horoho, 
Army surgeon general and com-
mander, U.S Army Medical 
Command.

� Dr. Kenneth W. Kizer,  M.P.H., 
distinguished professor and di-
rector, Institute for Population 
Health Improvement, Univer-
sity of California Davis Health 
System.

� Dr. Jennifer Lee,  Virginia 
deputy secretary of health and 

human services.
� Dr. John E. Prescott,  chief

academic officer, Association of
American Medical Colleges.

� Jose D. Riojas, VA chief of
staff .

� Bob Wallace, executive direc-
tor, Veterans of Foreign Wars

Whoever is eventually cho-
sen to lead  VHA will oversee a
budget of $54 billion, managing 
some 277,000 staff members who 
serve more than 8 million en-
rolled veterans at 1,700 locations
nationwide.
carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_Gibson

Acting VA secretary orders scheduling reviews at clinics

VA SCANDAL

JUAN LLORCA/AP

 People leave the Veterans Affairs clinic in El Paso, Texas, a state that has some of 
the longest patient wait times in the nation. In Washington, lawmakers are working 
on legislation that would make it easier to fire VA executives involved in the wait-list 
scandal.  

Critics: Bill to speed VA firings unconstitutional
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BY ERIK SLAVIN

Stars and Stripes

 The Defense Department did 
not calculate an accurate cost 
savings during its furlough of 
more than 600,000 civilian em-
ployees last year, says a General 
Accountability Office report that 
also noted a backlog of furlough 
appeals and sagging employee 
morale.

The GAO report, released Tues-
day, calls into question whether 
the Pentagon furloughed the cor-
rect number of people to achieve 
the personnel savings it sought to 
meet the mandated federal bud-
get cuts known as sequestration.

As the Pentagon planned to 
reduce its 2013 budget by $37 
billion because of sequestration, 
it planned for a furlough that val-
ued the cost savings of furlough-
ing its 767,006 civilian employees 
at $300 per day, per person, ac-
cording to the GAO report.

On the basis of that figure, 
DOD then exempted 142,602 em-
ployees from furlough, without 
examining the salaries of those 
employees.

“While DOD did adjust the 
numbers of civilians it included 
in its calculated cost savings, it 
never adjusted the per person, 
per day estimate of $300 to ac-
count for the 18 percent of the 
civilian workforce excepted from 
the furlough,” according to the 
GAO report.

Under an 11-day furlough, a 
scant $10 swing in average sav-
ings per person, per day, alters 
the government’s bottom line 
by $72 million, according to the 
report. Since the figures were 
never recalculated, it’s unknown 
how much money was actually 
saved, and whether managers 
could have made different deci-
sions regarding furloughs.

DOD partially concurred with 
the GAO’s finding but did not ex-
plain why in its official response. 
Instead, the DOD response con-
tained a list of suggested word-
ing for the final GAO report, such 
as changing “did not track cost 
savings in real time” to “could 
not track cost saving in real 
time due to system and process 
limitations.”

The Pentagon had planned 
for a 22-day furlough that later 
changed to 14 days, and then 11 
days. In September 2013, con-
gressional committees approved 
about $8.6 billion of DOD’s finan-

cial transfer and reprogramming 
requests, allowing DOD to cut the 
furlough days to six.

DOD reported saving $1 billion 
due to the furlough. However, the 
report stated that the figure did 
not take into account the adminis-
trative costs of preparing for the 
furlough, or the lost productivity 
as staff set aside their primary 
tasks.

“Further, Marine Corps offi-
cials stated that they spent a ma-
jority of their time dealing with 
the furlough rather than focusing 
on day-to-day business, such as 
developing critical skills train-
ing,” according to the report.

Because the furlough occurred 
during the summer, the Air 
Force’s Air Mobility Command 
reported to GAO that it adversely 
affected changes of station and re-
porting dates to new commands.

The furlough also had signifi-
cant effects on the military medi-
cal system.

Effects of the furlough included 
an outflow of 2,700 Army civilian 
doctors and medical workers to 
the Veterans Administration —
which wasn’t affected by the fur-
lough — and other organizations, 
according to the report.

At Brooke Army Medical Cen-
ter in San Antonio, one of the 
military’s largest hospitals, con-
flicting policies caused confusion 
and management difficulties, the 
GAO said. For example, Air Force 
inpatient nurses were exempted 
from furlough, while Army inpa-
tient nurses were not.

Meanwhile, job satisfaction 
after sequestration and three 
years of pay freezes fell from 71 
percent in 2010 to 64 percent in a 
2013 survey taken as the furlough 
decision was being formulated.

The Merit Systems Protection 
Board has received more than 
32,000 appeals from civilian em-
ployees because of loss of wages, 
a caseload five times higher than 
normal for the quasi-judicial gov-
ernment board. 

All of the 1,101 cases it has 
ruled on have been decided in 
DOD’s favor, said the GAO. 

The board hopes to have initial 
decisions for all cases done by 
September 2015, according to the 
report.

slavin.erik@stripes.com 
Twitter:@eslavin_stripes

BY  ERIC YODER

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Nearly 20 
percent of federal employees fear 
reporting agency wrongdoing, 
according to a recent government 
survey.

That’s a vexing percentage by 
any measure, but especially for 
agencies such as the troubled 
Department of Veterans Affairs, 
which, rocked by a scandal over 
falsifying veteran medical ap-
pointments, is telling workers who 
see something to say something.

Two government surveys show 
that skepticism and fear remain.

The Office of Personnel Man-
agement asked in its annual 
governmentwide poll whether 
employees agree or disagree with 
the statement, “I can disclose a 
suspected violation of any law, 
rule or regulation without fear of 
reprisal.”

Last year, 19.5 percent of em-
ployees disagreed or strongly 
disagreed, up 0.4 percentage 
points from 2012; 61.2 percent 
of employees agreed or strongly 

agreed, down by 0.3 percentage 
points. The rest were neutral.

Those results were less trou-
bling than a 2010 survey from the 
Merit Systems Protection Board, 
which showed nearly 30 percent 
of workers feared reprisals.

MSPB, which hears appeals of 
personnel actions taken against 
federal employees, recently re-
leased an analysis of its 2010 
study, its most recent.

Respondents who expressed 
doubt said they feared their lives 
might become more difficult if 
they spoke up. The survey, a fol-
low-up to a similar one MSPB 
conducted in 1992, also asked 
whether employees personally 
had observed illegal or wasteful 
activities at their agency in the 
previous 12 months. In 2010, 11.1 
percent of employees said yes, 
down from 17.7 percent in 1992.

In both years, though, more 
than a third of those said they 
did not make a report. Fear of 
retaliation and a belief that noth-
ing would be done to address the 
problem were cited as reasons, 

the survey showed.
“One of the most important

things that an agency can do to
learn about internal wrongdo-
ing is to establish a culture that
encourages employees to report 
perceived problems,” the MSPB
said in its analysis this month.

“Agencies should know where 
their culture stands so that they 
can determine the extent of their 
need for improvement and mea-
sure whether improvement is 
occurring.”

In the MSPB survey, of those
who were identified as the source 
of a disclosure, about a third said 
they were threatened or experi-
enced retaliation, compared with
7 percent who said they were
credited by management.

MSPB’s recent analysis offered
agency-specific information that
was not in its earlier report. For
example, 82 percent of NASA em-
ployees agreed that their agency
encourages exposing wrongdo-
ing, but just 43 percent at Hous-
ing and Urban Development said 
the same. 

GAO faults DOD on 
furlough numbers

Survey finds reprisals a concern for 
nearly 20 percent of federal workers
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 BY DAN LAMOTHE

 The Washington Post

The capture of the alleged ringleader of 
the terrorist attacks in Benghazi over the 
weekend thrusts the growing role of U.S. 
Special Operations Command in Africa into 
the spotlight again, just as the ongoing cri-
sis in Iraq and the end of U.S. combat opera-
tions in Afghanistan are looming.

The Washington Post  reported Tuesday 
that U.S. special operators captured Ahmed 
Abu Khattala in a secret raid Sunday. He 
was designated a terrorist in January, with 
the State Department calling him a “senior 
leader” of the militant organization Ansar 
al-Sharia. The group was designated a ter-
rorist organization and found by U.S. offi-
cials to be specifically responsible for the 

Sept. 11, 2012, attacks on the U.S. diplomatic 
compound in Benghazi that killed  Chris  Ste-
vens, U.S. ambassador to Libya, and State 
Department security official Sean Smith.

The raid follows other similar operations 
in northern Africa, including in Libya. In 
October, for instance, U.S. Special Op-
erations captured Nazih Abdul-Hamed al 
Ruqai, an alleged al-Qaida official, outside 
his home in Tripoli. It marked a rare in-
stance of U.S. military involvement in “ren-
dition,” in which terrorism suspects are 
grabbed to face trial without an extradition 
hearing. Those operations have typically 
been conducted by the CIA or FBI. Ruqai 
was wanted for alleged involvement with 
the 1998 bombings of the U.S. Embassy in 
Tanzania and Kenya.

That same weekend in October, U.S. Navy 

SEALs launched a raid on a seaside home in 
Barawe, Somalia, in search of Abdulkadir 
Mohamed Abdulkadir, an alleged senior 
commander of the Islamist militant group 
al-Shabab. The SEALs were forced to with-
draw an hour later after they were spot-
ted by a lone al-Shabab fighter, NBC News 
reported. The SEALs inflicted numerous 
casualties in a firefight that followed, U.S. 
officials said, but pulled away in small fast 
boats.

In March, SEALs launched another high-
profile raid on the oil tanker Morning Glory 
off the coast of Cyprus, capturing the vessel 
without firing a shot. The mission was car-
ried out by U.S. troops affiliated with Special 
Operations Command Europe, but on a ship 
that was seized in the Libyan port As-Sidra 
and carried 200,000 barrels of oil owned by 

the Libyan government’s National Oil Com-
pany. The mission was launched from the
USS Roosevelt, a guided missile destroyer, 
with helicopter support overhead.

On Sunday, the New York Times Maga-
zine highlighted other SOCOM missions
in Africa in a glowing profile of Brig. Gen.
James Linder, the commander of SOCOM 
Africa. It touches on ongoing training across 
Africa by special operators from the United
States, as well as Great Britain, France and
other countries.

After taking his current position in 2012, 
Linder boosted the fight against Joseph 
Kony, who is accused kidnapping tens of 
thousands of children to join his Lord’s Re-
sistance Army, a militant group in central 
Africa, the Times reported.   

Capture  again spotlights role of special operations forces in Africa 

BY STEVEN BEARDSLEY

Stars and Stripes

 NAPLES, Italy — After the 
capture of a suspected planner 
of the 2012 attack against a U.S. 
diplomatic facility in Benghazi, 
Libya, the Obama administration 
is expected to follow a legal course 
charted in two recent apprehen-
sions of alleged terrorists in Af-
rica: interrogate at sea and then 
prosecute. 

Ahmed Abu Khattala, the 43-
year-old Libyan suspected of 

planning 
the attack 
that killed 
Ambassa-
dor Chris 
Stevens and 
three others, 
is now being 
held aboard 
a ship in the 
Mediter-
ranean Sea 
after his cap-

ture by special operations forces 
and FBI agents, defense officials 
said. 

His detention marks the third 
time since 2011 that a suspected 
terrorist captured by the U.S. mil-
itary has been held at sea. It con-
tinues a practice that the Obama 
administration regards as the best 
alternative to placing him in the 
U.S. detention facility in Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, or keeping him 
in another country, analysts say. 

“There’s now an established 

game plan for handling these 
kinds of apprehensions,” said 
Peter S. Margulies, a professor at 
Roger Williams University School 
of Law. “It usually involves a tem-
porary period of time aboard a 
Navy vessel for periods of inter-
rogation, followed by an arraign-
ment in a civilian court.” 

U.S. attorneys unsealed a one-
page indictment of Khattala on 
Tuesday charging him with three 
counts, including killing a person 
during an attack on a federal facil-
ity and providing material support 
to a terrorist organization. 

If convicted of the lead count, 
Khattala would be eligible for the 
death penalty.

His capture resembles the ap-
prehension of two other suspected 
terrorists in Africa. Nazih Abdul-
Hamed al-Ruqai, also known as 
Abu Anas al-Libi, was spirited to 
the amphibious transport dock 
USS San Antonio in the Mediter-
ranean Sea immediately after spe-
cial operations forces and the FBI 
abducted him in Libya in 2013. He 
was held for seven days of interro-
gation aboard the ship before being 
placed in a cell in New York.

Suspected al-Shabab figure 
Ahmed Abdulkadir Warsame, 
captured aboard a fishing vessel 
in the Gulf of Aden off Somalia in 
2011, was held for more than two 
months aboard the amphibious as-
sault ship USS Boxer while he was 
interrogated.

James Stavridis, NATO’s former 
supreme commander and cur-

rently dean of the Fletcher School 
of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts 
University, said Khattala will be 
isolated from the crew aboard 
the ship and watched around the 
clock. He’ll likely be interrogated 
by a “fly-away team” of Defense 
Department, Justice Department 
and CIA officials, after which he 
would be flown to the U.S., prob-
ably on a military aircraft out of a 
base in Europe. 

U.S. officials stress he will be 
taken quickly to the U.S. for de-
tention. Defense officials say he 
was “en route” to the U.S. and that 
transit would be a matter of “days 
and weeks” as opposed to “weeks 
and months.” 

That difference is a signifi-
cant one, legal experts say. In a 
criminal case, a suspect must be 
notified of his rights and given ac-
cess to a lawyer immediately after 
being detained. But in cases in-
volving terrorism, the intelligence 
a suspect might have is often val-
ued more than the facts of the case 
against him, creating an incentive 
for interrogations. 

The Bush administration 
chose to treat suspected terror-
ists as combatants, placing them 
at  Guantanamo, and prosecuting 

them through military tribunals. 
The Obama administration has 
vowed not to send suspected ter-
rorists to Guantanamo but has had 
few other good options. 

The “two-step” process of inter-
rogating and prosecuting is a hy-
brid of the two systems, according 
to John B. Bellinger III, a lawyer 
with the firm Arnold & Porter in 
Washington, DC, and an adjunct 
senior fellow at the Council on 
Foreign Relations. 

“They’ve been trying to strad-
dle these two legal structures, of 
both treating them as combatants 
under the laws of war for initial 
detention and questioning and 
then treating them as suspects in 
a civilian court,” he said. 

The system is still imperfect. 
The Geneva Conventions, which 
dictate the care of combatants 
captured in war, state that prison-
ers of war cannot be held aboard a 
ship. That rule, according to Mar-
gulies, related more to the dangers 
of submarines at a time of war and 
hasn’t been widely questioned in 
recent years.  

But U.S. attorneys have had to 
answer for the lengthy pre-Miran-
da interrogations. In the Warsame 
case, they claimed a public safety 

exception allowed them to inter-
rogate the suspect at length before
giving him access to a lawyer. 

The “Quarles” exception, 
named for the case that estab-
lished the rule, allows police in
rare instances to question sus-
pects before reading them their
rights, when someone’s safety is at
risk. Those cases typically involve 
asking about an accomplice or
something urgently related to the 
crime scene. 

If Khattala is transferred quick-
ly to a federal court, it may point
to his distant relationship to the
battlefield under U.S. law, which 
defines al-Qaida as the enemy.
Khattala was commander of the 
Benghazi branch of Ansar al-Sha-
riah, a militia designated a ter-
rorist organization by the U.S. but
that the State Department has said
is not an affiliate of al-Qaida. 

“One, it may be harder to justify 
holding him as a combatant under
the Articles of War,” Bellinger 
said. “And two, they may believe
there’s less intelligence to collect 
from him.”
Stars and Stripes reporters Slobodan 
Lekic and Jon Harper contributed to 
this report. 
beardsley.steven@stripes.com
Twitter: @sjbeardsley 

Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

  U.S. officials said Ahmed Abu Khattala was being held on the USS New York, above, a Navy amphibious 
transport dock ship in the Mediterranean Sea.

Benghazi suspect to
be questioned at sea
Capture another instance of US using 
Navy ship to detain a suspected terrorist

Khattala
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 BY SUSAN MONTOYA BRYAN

The Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — 
Firefighters are bracing for an-
other day of hot, dry and windy 
conditions as they battle a fast-
moving wildfire that has con-
sumed thousands of acres of pinon 
and juniper forest along with tra-
ditional grazing lands that Navajo 
families depend on to raise sheep 
and other livestock.

The Assayii Lake Fire black-
ened more than 19 square miles 
in less than two days while mak-
ing its way across summer and 
winter grazing areas in the Chus-
ka Mountains, just east of the Ari-
zona-New Mexico border.

The flames destroyed at least 
four structures and threatened 
about 50 homes near the com-
munities of Naschitti and Sheep 

Springs, fire officials said. Some 
homes in Naschitti were evacu-
ated, and authorities were urging 
desperate Navajo families to re-
frain from heading into the moun-
tains to search for their sheep and 
other livestock.

That has been a challenge de-
spite all the road closures, said 
fire spokeswoman Shari Malone.

“They really do value the life 
of their livestock more than they 
value their own,” she said. “It’s 
been difficult.”

The Navajo Nation’s Depart-
ment of Agriculture has been 
busy rounding up trailers to 
move some of the livestock cor-
ralled and brought down from the 
mountain before the fire made its 
run Monday. Some Navajo fami-
lies took to social media to ask for 
hay and water donations.

Leo Watchman, head of the 
tribe’s agriculture department, 
said it was too early to say what 
might have happened to the sheep 
and cattle that were on the moun-
tain when the fire broke out. He 
said ensuring the safety of the 
community members has been 
the priority.

 Authorities did sweeps of sheep 
camps in the hills and evacuated 
some people Sunday and Monday. 
The fire has since burned through 
those areas.

Agriculture and livestock, es-
pecially sheep, have been key in 
the evolution of Navajo society 
and economy. The animals are a 
staple of Navajo life, their wool 
is prized for its use in rugs, and 
mutton is on the menu of restau-
rants throughout the region.

Tribal members have grazed 

sheep for centuries, withstand-
ing the federal government’s 
scorched-earth campaign dur-
ing the 1860s in which their or-
chards and herds were destroyed 
in an effort to force them from 
their homeland. Decades later, 
they were forced to recover again 
after the government downsized 
their herds.

 The Assayii Lake Fire was one 
of several blazes making prob-
lems for western states.

In California, diminishing 
winds have helped firefighters 
surround 85 percent of a blaze 
burning near Lake Isabella in 
the southern Sierra Nevada. The 
blaze burned brightly and sent 
smoke skyward within the fire 
lines on Tuesday, but did not jump 
outside of them.

Residents were told late Mon-

day they could return to about 
1,000 mountain homes.

The blaze destroyed three
houses, damaged another and 
forced hundreds to flee their 
homes. At least two of the burned
houses appeared to be abandoned,
the U.S. Forest Service said in a 
statement.

One other home was damaged
by the fire, which charred more
than 4 square miles of trees and
brush in and around Sequoia Na-
tional Forest. It also threatened 
power lines and communications
facilities.

In northern Arizona, a 12-
acre wildfire that broke out in
Oak Creek Canyon was 25 per-
cent contained. The fire was just 
north of a blaze that charred 31
square miles last month in the 
scenic canyon between Sedona
and Flagstaff.

 The Associated Press

PHOENIX — A Roman Catho-
lic priest responding to a break-in 
at his downtown Phoenix church 
grabbed a handgun that police say 
ended up in the burglar’s hands 
— and was then used to kill a fel-
low priest who tried to help.

The Diocese of Phoenix has no 
policy on priests carrying guns, 
but the deadly burglary raised 
questions about the wisdom of cler-
gy possessing weapons, no matter 
how dangerous their mission.

The attack occurred after the 
Rev. Joseph Terra opened the 
kitchen door of the Mother of 
Mercy Mission rectory on the 
evening of June 11 to investigate 
noises in a courtyard. The intrud-
er he found beat him with a metal 
rod, but the priest managed to re-
trieve a .357-caliber gun from his 
bedroom. 

He was unable to fire the weap-
on before the attacker grabbed it 
and used it to fatally shoot Terra’s 
colleague, the Rev. Kenneth Walk-
er, 28, according to court records.

Terra is expected to make a 
full recovery after being beaten 
so badly that authorities initially 
doubted he would survive the 

first night.
A homeless ex-convict named 

Gary Michael Moran, 54, has 
been arrested on suspicion of 
first-degree murder, burglary 

and armed 
robbery, 
among other 
charges.

Many 
American 
Catholic 
leaders 
have argued 
that church 
teaching 
compels 
them to ad-

vocate for greater limits on guns, 
but self-defense is also part of 
Catholic theology, and Catholics 
have different views of the issue.

Walker’s relatives have mixed 
feelings about Terra having kept 
a gun in the rectory.

“On one hand, we feel that 
they should have a way to protect 
themselves,” Sasha Keyes, Walk-
er’s stepsister, said Tuesday in an 
interview. “But on the other hand, 
we think about the fact that our 
brother was killed with it.”

Terra “was possibly thinking 
of both him and Father Kenny, 

in protecting them,” Keyes said. 
“But given his condition, he prob-
ably wasn’t thinking very clearly 
when he went for the gun.”

 The Mother of Mercy Mission, 
where last week’s attack hap-
pened, is in a rough neighborhood 
near the state Capitol. Protective 
bars cover nearly every window, 
as well as the windows of most of 
nearby homes. At the same time, 
residents say the police presence 
is strong, in part because of the 
government offices.

But concern about security at 
churches has grown in the last 
decade or so in the wake of sever-
al high-profile shootings, includ-
ing a 2007 fatal shooting at New 
Life Church in Colorado Springs, 
Colo. Many of the attacks were 
related to domestic violence, per-
sonal conflicts or robbery. In re-
sponse, some congregations put 
armed guards at the doors during 
worship services.

Still, in states that allow con-
cealed weapons, many congrega-
tions bar firearms.  Priests face a 
special challenge when it comes 
to security. The church’s shortage 
of clergy means many live alone, 
including some in downtown 
areas deserted at night.   

Weather not cooperating in western wildfire fight

Moran

THE CATHOLIC SUN/AP

 The Rev. Kenneth Walker, left, and the Rev. Joseph Terra perform a Mass in Phoenix. Walker was killed 
and Terra was badly injured during a robbery attempt at Mother of Mercy Mission church last week.  

Attack raises questions of armed clergy
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Hot race for
No. 3 spot in 
House GOP 
leadership

 BY ERICA WERNER

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The contest 
for the No. 3 spot in the House 
GOP has turned into conserva-
tives’ last, best shot at joining the 
congressional leadership after get-
ting shut out of the two top jobs in 
the shake-up that followed Major-
ity Leader Eric Cantor’s surprise 
primary defeat.

It’s become an intense intramu-
ral clash with no certain outcome, 
as two candidates from different 
ideological outposts and regions 
of the country — a conservative 
Southerner and an establishment-
aligned Midwesterner — are chal-
lenged by a third who could play 
the role of spoiler for tea party 
hopes.

All three — Reps. Steve Scal-
ise, of Louisiana; Peter Roskam, 
of Illinois; and Marlin Stutzman, 
of Indiana — were to make their 
case to rank-and-file lawmakers 
Wednesday ahead of a Thursday 
vote.

The job they’re vying for is 
majority whip, likely to become 
vacant because its current occu-
pant, Rep. Kevin McCarthy is the 
strong favorite to become the new 
majority leader in a separate vote 
Thursday .

The whip position is perhaps 
little known outside Washington , 
but it entails lining up the votes 
to ensure victory for the party’s 
legislative agenda. In this case, 
the contest has come to dramatize 
the deep feud within the GOP that 
pits conservative purists against 
lawmakers more aligned with the 
Republican establishment.

 If there is a front-runner, it 
might be Scalise, 48, who chairs 
the conservative Republican Study 
Committee in the House and hails 
from the red-state South, a region-
al and political perspective that’s 
now missing in House leadership 
and that many Southerners, and 
others, say is needed. Scalise is 
presenting himself as a strong 
conservative but one who can 
work with establishment-aligned 
leaders, not just throw bombs.

 Roskam, 52, now serves as 
McCarthy’s chief deputy and can 
make the case that he already 
knows the job and can count votes. 
To counter the regional argument, 
he’s promised to appoint a red-
state lawmaker as his own chief 
deputy.

 Stutzman, 37, was a late entrant 
into the contest and is present-
ing himself as a fresh face, sup-
ported by some tea party figures 
in the House and some allies who, 
like him, were elected in the GOP 
wave election of 2010. He’s staked 
out less support than either Ros-
kam or Scalise and some fear a 
scenario where he splits the con-
servative vote with Scalise, open-
ing a path for Roskam.

If no candidate gets an outright 
majority in Thursday’s secret bal-
lot — that would be 117 if all GOP 
lawmakers vote — the lowest vote-
getter will be eliminated and bal-
lots recast between the top two 
finishers.

California 
lawmakers 
reject sugary 
drink labels

 The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — A bill 
that would have made California
the first U.S. state to require warn-
ing labels on sodas and other sug-
ary drinks was effectively killed 
Tuesday.

The bill sponsored by state Sen. 
Bill Monning failed on an 8-7 vote
as his fellow Democratic lawmak-
ers doubted whether a label would
change consumer behavior. It
needed 10 votes to pass.

The bill would have required
that certain sodas, energy drinks 
and fruit drinks carry a label
reading, “STATE OF CALIFOR-
NIA SAFETY WARNING: Drink-
ing beverages with added sugar(s) 
contributes to obesity, diabetes, 
and tooth decay.”

It was developed by public health 
advocates using cigarette and al-
cohol warnings as a model. Repre-
sentatives of the beverage industry
argued that the bill was unfair

because 
it did not
apply 
to other
foods and 
drinks, 
including 
lattes and
chocolate 
milk.

Mon-
ning says 
warning 
labels 
would 
be the 
most ef-
ficacious 
tool for
educat-
ing peo-

ple about the dangers of sugary
drinks.

“Changing behavior is the
hardest challenge in the world of 
medicine,” Monning told lawmak-
ers before the vote. “But you can’t
start to even make a commitment 
to make behavior change if you 
don’t have the information.”

His bill had support from the 
California Medical Association,
the California Center for Pub-
lic Health Advocacy and groups 
devoted to improving the health
of minorities. A similar bill in-
troduced in Vermont stalled this
year.

Democratic Assemblyman
Jimmy Gomez noted that ciga-
rette warning labels were accom-
panied by taxes and prohibitions
on smoking in public places before
tobacco use plunged.

“It wasn’t necessarily the labels
that changed peoples’ habits, but it 
was the other requirements,” said 
Gomez.

CalBev, the California arm of
the American Beverage Associa-
tion, says it posts calorie counts on
the front of many beverage con-
tainers as part of a voluntary cam-
paign that started in 2010.

Industry groups also say warn-
ing labels may conflict with an
upcoming overhaul of the nutri-
tional information labels regu-
lated by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration. 

1st US executions since 
botched lethal injection

 BY JIM SALTER
AND KATE BRUMBACK

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Georgia and Mis-
souri have carried out the nation’s 
first executions since a botched 
lethal injection in Oklahoma in 
April revived concerns about 
capital punishment.

Neither execution had any no-
ticeable complications. Another 
execution, the third in a 24-hour 
span, was scheduled for Wednes-
day evening in Florida.

Georgia inmate Marcus Wel-
lons, 59, who was convicted in the 
1989 rape and murder of a 15-
year-old girl, received a single-
drug injection late Tuesday night 
after the U.S. Supreme Court 
denied his late appeals. About an 
hour later, John Winfield, 46, was 
executed in Bonne Terre, M o. 
Winfield was convicted in the 
1996 killing of two women.

Nine executions nationwide 
have been stayed or postponed 
since late April, when Oklahoma 
prison officials halted the execu-

tion of Clayton Lockett after not-
ing that the lethal injection drugs 
weren’t being administered into 
his vein properly. Lockett died 
of a heart attack several minutes 
later.

Georgia, Missouri and Florida 
all refuse to say where they obtain 
their drugs, or if they are tested. 
Lawyers for Wellons and Win-
field had challenged the secretive 
process used by some states to 
obtain lethal injection drugs from 
unidentified, loosely regulated 
compounding pharmacies.

Georgia and Missouri both use 
the single drug pentobarbital, a 
sedative. Florida uses a three-
drug combination of midazolam 
hydrochloride, vecuronium bro-
mide and potassium chloride.

In Georgia, Wellons lay still 
with his eyes closed as the drugs 
were administered at a prison in 
Jackson. Minutes into the proce-
dure, he took some heavy breaths 
and blew air out through his lips 
as if snoring. There was no visible 
movement minutes later. Wellons 
was pronounced dead at 11:56 

p.m. EDT Tuesday.
Winfield took four or five deep 

breaths as the drug was injected 
at 12:01 a.m. CDT Wednesday, 
puffed his cheeks twice and then 
fell silent, all in a matter of sec-
onds. He was pronounced dead 
at 12:10, a spokesman for the 
Missouri Department of Public 
Safety said. 

Before his execution, Wellons 
said he hoped his death would 
bring peace to the family of India 
Roberts, a teen neighbor whom 
he raped and murdered in subur-
ban Atlanta in 1989.

“I’d like to apologize to the Rob-
erts family for my crimes and ask 
for forgiveness,” he said.

Winfield was executed for a 
jealous rampage in 1996 in which 
he shot three women in the head. 
Arthea Sanders and Shawnee 
Murphy died, while Winfield’s 
former girlfriend, Carmelita 
Donald, survived but was blind-
ed. Winfield had fathered two of 
Donald’s children.

Winfield declined to make a 
statement Wednesday. 

Rare stamp sets record at NYC auction
 The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A 1-cent postage stamp from a 
19th-century British colony in South America has 
become the world’s most valuable stamp — again.

The 1856 British Guiana One-Cent 
Magenta sold Tuesday at auction in 
New York for $9.5 million, Sothe-
by’s said. It was the fourth time 
the stamp has broken the auction 
record for a single stamp in its 
long history.

The stamp was expected to 
bring between $10 million and $20 
million. Sotheby’s said the buyer 
wished to remain anonymous. The 

price included the buyer’s premium.
David Redden, Sotheby’s vice chairman, called 

the sale “a truly great moment for the world of 
stamp collecting.”

 Measuring 1 inch-by-1½ inches, it hasn’t 
been on public view since 1986 and is 

the only major stamp absent from the 
British Royal Family’s private Royal 
Philatelic Collection.

“You’re not going to find anything 
rarer than this,” according to Allen 
Kane, director of the Smithsonian Na-
tional Postal Museum. “It’s a stamp 
the world of collectors has been dying 

to see for a long time.” 

‘ You can’t 
start to 
even make a 
commitment 
to make 
behavior 
change if 
you don’t 
have the 
information. ’

Bill Monning
California state 

senator

BEN GRAY, THE ATLANTA (GA.) JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION/AP

Death penalty opponents gather at Jackson State Diagnostic Prison in Jackson, Ga., where Marcus 
Wellons was put to death by lethal injection on Tuesday.
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 BY DAVID MCHUGH

The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine  — Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko on 
Wednesday proposed a unilateral 
cease-fire by his troops to allow 
pro-Russia separatists in the east 
of the country a chance to lay 
down weapons or leave the coun-
try, Russian and Ukrainian news 
agencies reported.

Poroshenko was quoted as say-
ing this would be the first step in 
the peace plan he has proposed to 
de-escalate the conflict. Porosh-
enko’s spokesman was not imme-
diately available to confirm the 
offer of a unilateral move.

The president was quoted as 
saying, “The plan will begin 
with my order for a unilater-
al cease-fire.” He added that 
“shortly afterward the plan will 
receive support from the other 
participants.”

The proposal, reportedly dis-
closed during a visit to an army 
academy in Kiev, comes after a 
telephone call between Poroshen-
ko and Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin in which a cease-fire 
was discussed.

The country’s defense minis-
ter, Mikhail Koval, was quoted as 
saying the cease-fire could begin 
“literally within days.”

Russian Foreign Minister Ser-
gey Lavrov, speaking in Baku, 
Azerbaijan, said that any cease-

fire should be “comprehensive,” 
not temporary. However, he said 
that if it was followed by nego-
tiations “then it could be the step 
President Poroshenko has prom-
ised and which in general we 
were all waiting for.”

Any such cease-fire would 
raise the question of whether the 
separatists would respect it, and 
whether Russia had the desire or 
the ability to persuade them to do 
so.

Separatists have seized gov-
ernment buildings, held disputed 
referendums and declared in-
dependence in the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions along Ukraine’s 
eastern border with Russia. 
Ukrainian troops have struggled 
to suppress the insurgents, who 
on Saturday shot down a military 
transport plane, killing all 49 on 
board. Authorities say more than 
300 people have died in fighting.

Poroshenko was elected after 
a protest movement drove his 
predecessor, Viktor Yanukovych, 
from office in February.

In his inaugural address June 
7, Poroshenko said he was will-
ing to negotiate with people in the 
region, but not with “terrorists” 
with “blood on their hands.” 

He proposed an amnesty for 
separatists who have not com-
mitted violent acts, early regional 
elections and new efforts to cre-
ate jobs in the area. 

 The Associated Press

BEIJING  — Residents in a 
southern Chinese city that has 
come under fire for an annual 
summer solstice festival in which 
thousands of dogs are slaughtered 
for food have held their feasts 
early to avoid attention.

Some residents of Yulin started 
gathering last weekend and eating 
dog meat and lychees to celebrate 
the longest day of the year, ahead 
of Saturday’s actual solstice, state 
media reported this week. The 
residents wanted to avoid protests 
by animal rights activists.

In recent years, the festival has 
been targeted by activists who 
have drummed up public aware-
ness of the event with posts on 
social media and online petitions 
and descended on the city to pro-
test outside slaughterhouses or 
markets where the dogs are sold.

The public uproar reflects the 
increasing affluence of ordinary 
Chinese, who keep pets, travel 
overseas and are changing atti-
tudes toward traditions they may 

not have questioned before.
Photos on state media showed 

groups of Yulin city residents 
tucking into plates of meat and 
vegetables around dining tables 
strewn with lychees. Other pho-
tos, which circulated widely on 
Chinese microblogs, were of 
skinned, cooked dogs hanging 
from hooks at street stalls or piled 
on tables.

Under the Yulin tradition, eating 
dog and lychee and drinking liquor 
on the solstice is supposed to make 
people stay healthy during winter. 
It is unclear if the supposed health 
benefits diminish if the feast oc-
curs before the solstice.

Animal rights activists say the 
event is a public health risk be-
cause the dogs undergo no quar-
antine to ensure they are free of 
disease, and that they are strays 
grabbed off streets around the 
country, as well as allegedly sto-
len from pet owners. The dogs 
are often poisoned with toxic 
chemicals that could be harmful 
to humans, they say.

Deng Yidan, an activist with
Animals Asia, said the public
backlash hurts the image of Yulin 
and China.

“Negative coverage is growing
— dog theft, criminal activities,
food hygiene issues and rabies 
fears — not to mention the divi-
sion in society between those for 
and against the festival — to-
gether these have brought signifi-
cantly more negative publicity to 
Yulin than economic benefits,” 
Deng said in a statement.

The Yulin government has 
sought to distance itself from the
feasting, saying it is not officially
endorsed. State media reports say 
the government told restaurants
to remove references to dog meat
from their menus and signboards 
— though it did not bar the sale
and consumption of the meat,
which is not illegal in China.

The government has denied the
formal existence of such a festi-
val, saying it is a culinary habit 
practiced only by some business-
es and people. 

 The Associated Press

TOKYO  — Japan’s parliament 
has passed a law which bans pos-
session of child pornography, but 
excludes sexually explicit depic-
tions of children in comics, ani-
mation and computer graphics.

The upper house voted Wednes-
day to approve the law, which was 
passed by the lower house earlier 
this month.

The law provides for prison 
terms of up to one year and fines 
of up to  $9,800  for having porno-
graphic photographs or videos of 
children. It allows a grace period 
of one year for people owning such 
materials to dispose of them.

The law was first proposed in 
May 2013 as an amendment to 

an earlier law that banned pro-
duction and distribution of child 
pornography but not ownership 
of such materials.

Child advocates and other crit-
ics of the new legislation say it is 
a long-overdue improvement but 
are unhappy with the exclusion 
of depictions of sexual fantasies 
involving children in “manga” 
comic books, anime and video 
games. Pictures of children as 
young as toddlers posed in sexu-
ally suggestive ways are easily 
found online in Japan.

The exclusion was made after 
publishers and lawyers’ associa-
tions contended that a ban on such 
images would violate the consti-
tutional right of free speech.

According to humantraffick-

ing.org, Japan is a hub for the pro-
duction and distribution of child 
pornography, part of a massive 
sex industry that includes prosti-
tutes dressed in school uniforms
and other outfits meant to cater to
pedophiles.

The new law requires Internet
providers and other such compa-
nies to cooperate with police in 
preventing and investigating dis-
tribution of child pornography,
which it defines as photos and 
videos that expose or focus on
children’s sexual parts.

Police say widespread use of
smartphones has aided the dis-
tribution of pornographic images
of children. They reported 1,644 
cases of child pornography in
2013. 

 The Associated Press

DAMATURU, Nigeria  — Hours 
after a suicide bomber detonated 
explosives packed into a tricycle 
taxi at an outdoor World Cup 
viewing site in northeast Nigeri-
an, police said the death toll was 
14, with 26 people wounded.

Witnesses said the tricycle taxi 
was driven into the outdoor area 
in Damaturu, capital of Yobe 
state, soon after the Brazil-Mexi-
co match started Tuesday night.

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility but Boko 
Haram, an armed Islamic group 
that wants to turn Nigeria into an 
Islamic state, was suspected.

Police Assistant Superin-
tendent Nathan Cheghan said 
Wednesday that 14 people were 
killed and 26 were wounded in the 
attack. He said rescue workers 
had been careful about rushing 
to the scene for fear of secondary 
explosions. Boko Haram group 
frequently detonates secondary 

explosions to kill those who help 
victims from the first bomb.

Security experts have warned 
that Islamic militants might at-
tack crowds watching the World 
Cup in public places in Nigeria, 
Kenya and Uganda, as they did in 
2010 in Uganda. The explosions 
in Kampala, Uganda, at two sites 
where people watched the 2010 
World Cup final on TV killed 74 
people. Al-Shabab, a Somali insur-
gent group, set off those bombs.

Nigeria’s military has promised 
increased security but appears in-
capable of halting a stream of at-
tacks by extremists holding more 
than 250 schoolgirls hostage.

The kidnapping of the girls two 
months ago and failure of Nige-
ria’s military and government to 
rescue them has roused interna-
tional concern. The United States 
is searching for the girls with 
drones and has sent experts  to 
help in counterterrorism tactics 
and hostage negotiation. 

Ukraine’s leader
offers unilateral
troop cease-fire

Chinese hold festival early 
to avoid dog meat criticism

14 dead in bombing at
World Cup viewing site

Japan bans possession of child pornography

HUMANE SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL/AP

 A dog waits to be sold for meat in a market in Yulin, in southern China’s Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region, in June 2013. Residents in the  city that’s come under fire for an annual summer solstice festival 
in which thousands of dogs are slaughtered for food have held their feasts early to avoid attention.  
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US should not cooperate with Iran on Iraq
BY MICHAEL DORAN AND MAX BOOT

The growing disaster in Iraq has 
triggered anguished debate over 
two fundamental questions: What 
went wrong? And what do we do 

about it?
Surprisingly, many people who disagree 

vehemently about the former question (in 
particular, whether President George W. 
Bush or President Barack Obama is more 
to blame) agree on the latter. Thus Sen. 
Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., who has consis-
tently attacked the Obama administration 
for its foreign policy, suggests that the Unit-
ed States should work with Iran to counter 
the rapid advance of the Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant . That idea was also ad-
vanced by Secretary of State John Kerry, 
who said Monday that the administration 
is “open to discussions” with Tehran and 
would “not rule out” cooperation in Iraq.

It’s sometimes true that very different 
countries can cooperate against a com-
mon enemy, as the United States and So-
viet Union did during World War II. But 
the suggestion of a united U.S.-Iran front is 
more reminiscent of the wishful thinking 
among conservatives who argued in the 
1930s that Britain and the United States 
shared a common interest with Nazi Ger-
many in countering communism. The idea 
that the United States, a nation bent on de-
fending democracy and safeguarding sta-
bility, shares a common interest with the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, a revolutionary 
theocracy that is the No. 1 state sponsor of 
terrorism in the world, is as fanciful as the 
notion that Neville Chamberlain and Adolf 
Hitler could work together for the good of 
Europe.

While it’s true that Iran is run by Shiite 
fundamentalists and the ISIL is a Sunni 
organization, the rise of the ISIL provides 
Tehran with multiple benefits. For one 
thing, it makes Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki and the Shiites of Iraq ever more 
dependent on Iranian protection. For an-
other, the ISIL’s frightening rise makes the 
United States more likely to compromise 
with Iran.

We have grown accustomed to Pakistan 
playing both arsonist and fireman at the 
same time — sheltering Osama bin Laden 
and supporting jihadist groups while win-
ning aid from Washington by portraying 
itself as a partner in the war against ter-

rorism. Iran is adept at playing a similar 
game, only instead of aid it is likely hop-
ing for a further relaxation of Western 
sanctions and a sweeter deal on its nuclear 
program.

Indeed, the non-jihadist Syrian opposi-
tion insists that the ISIL is a creation of 
Iran. In typical Middle East fashion, the 
Syrians overstate the case, but there is 
much evidence that Iran and its Syrian al-
lies have cooperated with the ISIL. Don’t 
forget that the ISIL  was launched by the 
late Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, who, U.S. intel-
ligence believes, received aid, shelter and 
financial support from Iran after he was 
chased out of Afghanistan by U.S. forces 
in 2001. Al-Zarqawi received even more 
support from Iran’s close ally, Syria, which 
allowed its territory to be used to supply 
al-Qaida in Iraq with a steady stream of 
foreign fighters.

As recently as 2012, the Treasury De-
partment identified Iran as supportive of 
the ISIL, which has reportedly grown fat 
in no small part due to deals with the Assad 

regime for oil from 
wells under its control. 
That’s right. Accord-
ing to Western intelli-
gence sources, Assad, 
Iran’s top client in the 
region, has a business 
partnership with the 
ISIL even though the 
ISIL has been fighting 
his regime. (Assad’s 
motives are varied, but 
among them is thought 
to be a desire to boost 

jihadist fighters so as to discredit the op-
position in Western eyes.)

But even if we were to assume that Iran 
is truly the ISIL’s implacable enemy, that 
doesn’t mean it would be a good idea for 
the United States to cooperate with Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard Corps — an organi-
zation that has been responsible for attacks 
against U.S. targets stretching back more 
than 30 years. We have seen in Syria how 
Iranian-backed forces go about putting 
down a Sunni-led insurgency. More than 
150,000 people have already been killed 
in the Syrian civil war and millions more 
uprooted from their homes. The Assad re-
gime has become notorious for dropping 
“barrel bombs” on civilians and even using 
chemical weapons.

Iranian-backed groups used equally bru-
tal methods in Iraq during the height of the
fighting after al-Qaida in Iraq’s bombing
of the Samarra mosque in 2006. Shiite ex-
tremists became notorious for kidnapping
and torturing Sunnis. Those same groups
stand on the front lines today of Shiite re-
sistance to the ISIL.

The United States would be making a
historic error if it were to assist such an
Iranian-orchestrated ethnic-cleansing
campaign with air power or even with 
diplomatic support. Not only would this be 
morally reprehensible, it would be strate-
gically stupid because it would convince
the region’s Sunni Muslims that the United
States is siding against them with Iran and
its regional allies. That could lead Sunni
states such as Saudi Arabia, Turkey and 
the United Arab Emirates to support ex-
tremists such as the ISIL, further feeding
the growing sectarian conflict across the
region.

Instead, the United States should develop
a coalition of our traditional allies dedicat-
ed to building up an alternative to al-Qaida
in the vast battlefield now stretching from 
Baghdad to Damascus. Such a policy will
require training and equipping non-jihad-
ist fighters of the Free Syrian Army while 
working to pull the Iraqi government out
of Iran’s orbit. The latter goal will prob-
ably require a strenuous effort to scuttle
al-Maliki’s bid for a third term in favor of 
a more inclusive leader. The United States 
should also work covertly, as it did during
the 2007-08 “surge,” to destroy Iranian 
networks in Iraq.

This is, to be sure, an ambitious plan, but
nothing less than the future of the Middle 
East is at stake. If current trends contin-
ue, the United States will be faced with a
nuclear Iran standing off against a Sunni
Arab world in which al-Qaida is a more 
important player than ever and in which
at least one state (probably Saudi Arabia) 
acquires nuclear weapons of its own.

Faced with such a prospect, we should 
not be pursuing a chimerical alliance with
Iran. We don’t have to, and should not, 
ally with one group of terrorists to fight 
another.
Michael Doran is a senior fellow at the Saban 
Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings 
Institution. Max Boot is a senior fellow at the 
Council on Foreign Relations. This column first 
appeared in The Washington Post.
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 BY GRAHAM ALLISON

This month in Poland, President 
Barack Obama offered $1 billion 
in military assistance to address 
our NATO allies’ anxiety about a 

resurgent Kremlin. Labeled the European 
Reassurance Initiative, this boosts NATO’s 
budget by a mere 0.1 percent. It was none-
theless received with enthusiasm by 
European partners happy to have a Band-
Aid to cover up an unpleasant truth: For 
decades, our NATO allies have so underin-
vested in creating their own security forc-
es that when Vladimir Putin moved 40,000 
Russian troops to Ukraine’s border, they 
had no capacity to respond.

The crisis in Ukraine reminds us of 
dangers that are too easy to forget. Obama 
missed an opportunity to borrow a line from 
President John F. Kennedy’s 1961 inaugu-
ral address. He should have challenged the 
leaders of Britain, France, Germany and 
even Poland to ask not what Americans 
can do for European security, but to ask 
what they can do for themselves.

This is not an abstract question. Two 
decades after the end of the Cold War, the 
twin trends of overdependence on U.S. 
power and underinvestment in military 
might have left European defenses at risk 
of becoming dangerously irrelevant.

The European Union’s population is 
triple Russia’s and its economy is eight 
times larger, yet it spends 60 percent less 
on defense than Russia does relative to 
GDP. Such miserly investment helps ex-
plain Europe’s impotence in response to 
Putin. For Washington, this state of af-

fairs is untenable. For Europe, it should be 
unacceptable.

This month’s commemoration of D-Day 
was a fitting reminder of American sac-
rifices for European security. On June 
6, 1944, 73,000 Americans landed on the 
beaches of Normandy to take the ground 
war to the European continent. Before 
Germany surrendered 11 months later, 
more than 180,000 Americans had given 

their final measure in Europe. Had Ameri-
cans not come to their rescue, Europeans 
could still be living under the jackboot of 
one of the most brutal regimes in history.

World War II left Europe in ruins. In 
what British Prime Minister Clement At-
tlee called an “act of unparalleled generos-
ity and statesmanship,” the United States 
contributed more than 5 percent of its GDP 
(the equivalent of $840 billion today) to re-
construct Europe.

Later, when Soviet troops occupied the 
nations of Eastern Europe and the Soviet 
sector of Berlin and threatened to under-
mine Western European states, Americans 
responded. NATO became the greatest 
military alliance of all time, complete with 
an American nuclear umbrella to deter 
Soviet nuclear threats, even though this 
meant risking Boston for Berlin.

When the Berlin Wall came tumbling 
down in 1989, Americans took the lead in 
helping Germany recover East Germany 
and emerge as a unified state in the EU and 
NATO. When the Soviet Union collapsed in 
December 1991, Americans again took the 
lead, working with the new Russia to elimi-
nate nuclear weapons left elsewhere in the 
former Soviet Union and secure the weap-
ons that were returned to Russia.

Moscow was persuaded to recognize the 
independence and sovereignty of formerly 
occupied Eastern and Central Europe and 
the emerging states of the former Soviet 
Union. The U.S.-led NATO admitted 12 
states from Eastern and Central Europe to 
its ranks, including Poland and the Baltic 
states, sheltering them under the security 
umbrella. To this day, Americans risk their 

lives to protect the security of citizens in
Europe.

This defense is not cheap, and it is not
balanced. Americans spend about $2,300 
per head on defense, including the defense 
of Europe. Europeans spend $550 per head
on their own defense.

On paper, that adds up to $275 billion
in total European defense spending and
1.5 million active-duty European troops. 
That is almost twice the number of active-
duty troops as Russia has and three times 
its budget. But the gap in what defense 
experts call “tooth to tail” — the amount 
devoted to overhead and support for each
combat soldier — is evident in the test that
was posed by Russian troops on the bor-
der of Ukraine. What did European NATO
members do? What they have always done: 
Call USA-911. Truth be told, European
military forces today sometimes seem like
expensive dentures.

Asking America to provide a security
blanket has an understandable appeal. But
for war-weary Americans determined to
reduce unsustainable deficits by cutting
federal expenditures, including defense,
the current arrangement appears increas-
ingly anachronistic.

As the Ukraine crisis reminded Europe’s 
leaders about threats on their continent, it
is past time for Europeans to ask less what
America can do for them, and more what
they can do for European security.
Graham Allison is director of the Belfer Center 
for Science and International Affairs at 
Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of 
Government. This column first appeared in the 
Los Angeles Times. 

 BY JOHN NAGL

The dissolution of Iraq is the en-
tirely predictable result of a se-
ries of bad American decisions 
compounded by Iraqi government 

mistakes. The result is a disaster for the 
Iraqi and American people and a gift to 
radical Islamists worldwide. Correcting 
the mistakes will be enormously costly in 
blood and treasure and will take decades 
to repair.

The initial and most costly mistake was 
the decision to invade Iraq in the first place 
on the misguided belief that Saddam Hus-
sein had a stockpile of weapons of mass 
destruction. Ignoring the history of deter-
rence, through which states choose not to 
use these weapons against other states for 
fear of reprisal, post-9/11 hysteria drove 
an illogical and destabilizing decision to 
upset the balance of power in the Middle 
East with no plan to police the inevitable 
chaos that followed the invasion.

Initial errors of providing too few troops 
to govern Iraq after Saddam was toppled 
were compounded by disbanding the Iraqi 
army and forbidding former Baath Party 
members from future government service; 
together, they inspired a Sunni insurgency 
against the American occupation. Too few 
troops, who had never been trained to con-
duct counterinsurgency, fought against an 
enemy they didn’t understand and could 
rarely see. Iraq descended into chaos.

When all seemed lost, America made 
its one good decision of the entire fias-
co, installing Robert Gates as secretary 
of defense and Gen. David Petraeus as 
Iraq commander to implement a fully re-
sourced counterinsurgency strategy for 
the first time. The “surge” forces battled 
insurgents and also partnered with re-

constituted Iraq security forces. Violence 
plummeted and, by 2010 there was a decent 
chance that, with continued American air 
power and advisers to support Iraqi forces 
and compel good decisions by the fledg-
ling Iraqi government, a democratic Iraq 
would emerge from the shambles of one of 
the biggest mistakes in American history.

We fumbled the ball at the goal line by 
failing to negotiate a long-term security re-
lationship with the Iraqi government. Left 
on its own, the Shiite government followed 
its worst impulses, oppressing the Sunni 
minority and inspiring a reinvigorated 
insurgency.

The summer of 2012 saw another un-
forced American error. We had the opportu-
nity to support moderate Sunni insurgents 
fighting to depose President Bashar Assad, 
of Syria, but chose to let them fight without 
our assistance. Al-Qaida-affiliated fight-
ers took control of the insurgency, killing 
many of the moderate fighters and creat-
ing an impossible choice for American 
policy in Syria: We could support al-Qaida 
or the tyrant Assad, who regularly uses 
chemical weapons against his own people. 
As in Iraq, the window to support the good 
guys closed, never to be reopened.

Now an unholy alliance of al-Qaida-af-
filiated Syrian insurgents has combined 
with native Sunni insurgents and captured 
much of the country that American forces 
fought so hard to secure. Without Ameri-
can advisers and the airpower they bring, 
which would easily decimate the insur-
gents, the Iraqi forces have simply melted 
away, surrendering without a fight.

Without American air power and special 
operations Forces to control it and inspire 
a will to fight, there is a real chance that 
Baghdad will fall, just as Saigon did in 
1975 when America similarly abandoned 

its allies without advisers and air support.
Ending wars is easy. Ending them re-

sponsibly by leaving a better peace behind 
is harder and more expensive, requiring 
the long-term commitment of troops — a 
tough decision we have made in the wake 
of every victorious war since World War II. 
In Iraq, as in Vietnam, we spurned the sac-
rifices of our own soldiers and our allies by 
making an expedient but shortsighted de-
cision that, having paid the price to win the 
war, we would not pay the much smaller 
price to secure the peace.

Our negligence and dereliction of duty 
have given new hope to al-Qaida and may 
cost us a friendly government in Iraq that 

many of my friends died to establish. The
big question now is whether, as currently
planned, we will similarly devalue the 
work of my friends who died to give the Af-
ghan people a chance at freedom by failing 
to provide that country with the advisers
and air power that would secure Afghani-
stan against its inevitable future enemies.
We can already see the heavy cost of fail-
ing to build a better peace in Iraq.
John Nagl, an Army veteran of both Iraq wars, 
is the headmaster of the Haverford School in 
Philadelphia. He helped write the U.S. Army/
Marine Corps Counterinsurgency Field Manual 
and is the author of the forthcoming “Knife Fights:
A Memoir of Modern War.” This column first
appeared in The Philadelphia Inquirer. 

Bad US decisions, Iraqi errors disastrous 

Shouldn’t Europe pay more for its own defense?

SERGEI CHUZAVKOV/AP

A woman speaks with a volunteer before 
he sets off for eastern Ukraine to join the 
ranks of the special battalion “Azov”
during a rally in  Kiev, Ukraine, on Sunday . 
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  BY SAMEER N. YACOUB
AND QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraqi security 
forces battled insurgents target-
ing the country’s main oil re-
finery and said it had regained 
partial control of a city near the 
Syrian border Wednesday, trying 
to blunt a weeklong offensive by 
Sunni militants who diplomats 
fear may have also abducted 
some 100 foreign workers.

In a televised address  to the 
nation, Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki struck an optimistic tone 
and vowed to teach the attackers 
a “lesson” — even though Iraqi 
soldiers abandoned their posts 
in the wake of the initial militant 
offensive.

“We have now started our 
counteroffensive, regaining the 
initiative and striking back,” al-
Maliki said.

The Pentagon on Tuesday said 
it was encouraged by reports that 
al-Maliki’s forces appeared to be 
rallying. 

“We’re seeing indications cer-
tainly that Iraqi security forces 
in and around Baghdad are stiff-
ening themselves. They’re being 
assisted by Shia militia mem-
bers. And it certainly appears 
as if they have the will to defend 
the capital,” said Pentagon Press 
Secretary Rear Adm. John Kirby. 

“We have indications that they 
 (Shia militias) are finding com-
mon cause with the Iraqi security 
forces.”

The campaign by the al-Qaida-
inspired Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant has raised the spec-
ter of the sectarian warfare that 
nearly tore the country apart in 
2006 and 2007. The relentless vio-
lence that followed the 2003 U.S.-
led invasion now haunts those 
trying to decide how to respond.

At the White House, President 
Barack Obama was to brief law-
makers later Wednesday on what 
options the U.S. could take.

The U.S. is pressing al-Maliki 
to undermine the insurgency by 
making overtures to Iraq’s once-
dominant Sunni minority, which 
has long complained of discrimi-
nation by al-Maliki’s government 
and excesses by his Shiite-led se-
curity forces.

Al-Maliki, a Shiite, has consis-
tently rejected charges of bias 
against the Sunnis and has in re-
cent days been stressing the no-
tion that the threat posed by the 
Islamic State will affect all Iraqis 
regardless of their ethnic or re-
ligious affiliations. He appeared 
Tuesday night on television with 
Sunni leaders and politicians as a 
sign of solidarity.

The prime minister’s relatively 
upbeat assessment came as the 

Iraqi military said its forces re-
gained parts of the strategic city 
of Tal Afar near the Syrian bor-
der, which Islamic State fighters 
captured on Monday. Its closeness 
to the Syrian border strengthens 
the Islamic State’s plan to carve 
out an Islamic caliphate, or state, 
stretching across parts of the two 
countries.

It also came hours after the 
chief military spokesman, Lt. 
Gen. Qassim al-Moussawi, said 
government forces repelled an at-
tack by militants on the country’s 
largest oil refinery at Beiji, some 
155 miles north of the capital, 
Baghdad.

Al-Moussawi said 40 attack-
ers were killed in fighting there 

overnight and early Wednesday. 
 Meanwhile, the Indian govern-
ment said 40 Indian construction 
workers have been kidnapped 
near Iraq’s second-largest city, 
Mosul, which ISIL and allied 
Sunni fighters captured last 
week. Roughly 10,000 Indian citi-
zens work and live in Iraq, with 
only about 100 in violent, inse-
cure areas like Mosul, according 
to Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Syed Akbaruddin.

And the Turkish Foreign Min-
istry said its diplomats were 
investigating a Turkish media 
report that militants abducted 60 
foreign construction workers, in-
cluding some 15 Turks, near the 
northern Iraqi oil city of Kirkuk.

Ethnic Kurds now control 
Kirkuk, moving to fill a vacuum
after the flight of Iraqi soldiers.
They too are battling the Sunni
extremist militants.

On Wednesday, Kurdish se-
curity and hospital officials said
that fighting has been raging
since morning between Kurdish 
fighters known as peshmerga and
militants who are trying to take
the town of Jalula, in the restive
Diyala province some 80 miles
northeast of Baghdad.

Two civilians were killed and 
six peshmerga fighters were 
wounded, according to the offi-
cials, who spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were not
authorized to speak to the media. 

IRAQ

FROM FRONT PAGE

“The behavior was, for the most part, ex-
actly counter to what you would probably 
try to do if you were trying to bring your 
people together: Changing military lead-
ership, cronyism — just all forms of sec-
tarianism that have led us to where we are 
today,” Dempsey said.

Dempsey said that members of the Iraqi 
security forces threw down their arms and 
in some cases colluded with ISIL when the 
militants were advancing across northern 
Iraq in recent days, because they had “lost 
faith” that the central government in Bagh-
dad was dealing with the entire population 
in a fair and equitable way.

Dempsey did point out, however, that 
there are still units of the Iraqi armed 
forces composed of members of mutiple 
religious sects standing firm and defend-
ing Baghdad.

“This has not broken down entirely on 
sectarian lines,” Dempsey said, “but it 
could.”

Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel de-
fended the administration from Repub-
lican criticism that it hasn’t been doing 
enough to deal with the crisis.

“I don’t think we should assign the blame 
to the United States for this … ISIL [is re-
sponsible]. They invaded, but also this cur-
rent government in Iraq has never fulfilled 
the commitments it made to bring a unity 

government together,” Hagel said. “We 
can’t dictate to them. … When we’re not 
there, we’re not there. I don’t know what 
you would have expected the United States 
to do.”

In recent days, the U.S. has moved ships, 
aircraft and troops into the region to deal 
with a potential Iraq contingency. The of-
ficials said that no decisions about the use 
of force have been made.

Dempsey told lawmakers that the Iraqi 
government has formally asked the U.S. 
military to launch airstrikes against the 

militants, but he pointed out that doing so 
could be difficult because ISIL is inter-
mingled with the population and the Iraqi 
forces battling them.

He added that ISIL is not currently a di-
rect threat to the U.S. homeland, but could 
become one “over time” if left unchecked.

Hagel was asked if he feared that a po-
tential attack on U.S. diplomatic facilities 
in Baghdad could be worse than what hap-
pened in 2012 in Benghazi, Libya, when 
militants attacked the consulate and its 
annex and killed four Americans.

“It’s a bigger force, bigger threat, big-
ger dynamics. Yes, it’s a huge — it’s a huge 
threat,” Hagel said.

In recent days, the U.S. has deployed
an additional 160 troops to protect U.S. fa-
cilities in Baghdad, and stationed another 
hundred or so near Iraq as a contingency
force that could be involved in rescue
operations.

Lawmakers from both parties expressed
concerns that what is happening now in 
Iraq might happen in Afghanistan after
American troops are withdrawn. Hagel 
and Dempsey both expressed confidence
that that wouldn’t happen, citing the grow-
ing strength of the Afghan National Securi-
ty Forces and a belief that the new Afghan
president will form and maintain a unity
government. However, they acknowledged
that an Iraq-like scenario could unfold.

“I can’t ... completely convince myself or 
you that the risk is zero that that couldn’t
happen in Afghanistan,” Dempsey said. “I
do have concerns about the future of Af-
ghanistan, and we will continue to do what 
we can to build into them the kind of resil-
ience that we can build into a security force.
But at the end of the day, a security force is
only as good as the instrument that wields
it, and that’s the central government.”
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

US military assets
in and near Iraq

WASHINGTON — As President 
Barack Obama weighs options for po-
tential U.S. intervention in Iraq, the 
Pentagon has a broad range of ground, 
air and sea troops and assets in the re-
gion. They include:

� Six warships in the Persian Gulf, 
including the aircraft carrier USS 
George H.W. Bush, a cruiser, three de-
stroyers and the amphibious transport 
ship the USS Mesa Verde, which is car-
rying about 550 Marines and five V-22 
Osprey hybrid aircraft.

� About 5,000 U.S. soldiers across 
the border in Kuwait, as part of a rou-
tine rotational presence. They include 
the 2nd Brigade, 4th Infantry Division, 
a combat aviation brigade and other 
support troops.

� Air Force aircraft capable of a full 
range of missions positioned within 
range of Iraq. According to Air Force 
Secretary Deborah Lee James they in-
clude F-15E, F-16 and F-22 fighters; B-1 
bombers, C-130 cargo planes and A-10 
attack jets.

� Intelligence gathering and surveil-
lance assets, including drones, in the 
region.
From The Associated Press

SKY VIA AP VIDEO/AP 

Kurdish soldiers aim their weapons toward positions held by fighters of the Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant near Jalula, Iraq, on Tuesday. Kurdish security forces are engaged in gun battles with Sunni 
militants in the northern Iraqi town of Jalula, according to British Broadcaster Sky.  

Iraq says forces 
rallying, making 
gains on militants 

Bash: Defense leaders acknowledge Afghanistan could face same risks as Iraq
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 BY KEN DILANIAN 
AND JULIE PACE

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — The CIA 
and other spy agencies are 
scrambling to close intelligence 
gaps as they seek ways to support 
possible military or covert action 
against the leaders of the  mili-
tant group that has seized parts 
of Iraq and threatens Baghdad’s 
government.

The lack of clear intelligence 
appears to have shifted President 
Barack Obama’s immediate focus 
away from airstrikes in Iraq be-
cause officials said there are few 
obvious targets. However, offi-
cials said no final decisions had 
been made and suggested Obama 
ultimately could approve strikes 
if strong targets do become 
available.

As the U.S. intensifies its intel-
ligence collection efforts, officials 
are confronting a diminished spy-
ing capacity in the Middle East, 
where the 2011 departure of U.S. 
troops and the outbreak of civil 
war in Syria left large swaths of 
both countries largely off-limits 
to American operatives.

U.S. intelligence analysts are 
working to track the movements 
of key figures in the militant 

group known as the Islamic State 
in Iraq and the Levant, which 
seized Mosul, Tikrit and other 
towns in Iraq as the country’s 
military melted away. They are 
sifting through data provided by 
Jordanian, Saudi, Turkish and 
other intelligence services, as 
well as their own human sources, 
satellites, drones and communi-
cations intercepts by the National 
Security Agency, U.S. intelligence 
officials say. 

The officials would not be quot-
ed by name because they were 
not authorized to discuss the clas-
sified details publicly.

Obama planned to brief top 
congressional leaders on his ad-
ministration’s possible responses 
to the crumbling situation in Iraq 
during a White House meeting 
Wednesday.

The Obama administration 
has discussed the possibility of 
launching targeted airstrikes, 

either with drones or manned 
aircraft, to try to blunt the mo-
mentum of the fast-moving Sunni 
insurgency. Other options under 
consideration include deploying 
a small contingent of U.S. special 
operations forces to help train the 
Iraqi military and boosting intel-
ligence available to the Iraqis.

More broadly, the Obama ad-
ministration is also pressing for 
Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki to take steps to make his 
Shiite-dominated government 
more inclusive. Obama said last 
week that any short-term U.S. 
military actions in Iraq would not 
be successful unless they were 
accompanied by political changes 
by the government in Baghdad.

It’s unclear whether the CIA 
and the NSA have been able to 
locate the top insurgent figures, 
such as Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, 
the ISIL’s leader. Baghdadi, who 
was released in 2009 after spend-

ing four years in U.S. military cus-
tody in southern Iraq, came away 
with an appreciation of American 
monitoring technology that made 
him an elusive target once he took 
command, said Richard Zahner, a 
retired Army general and former 
senior NSA official.

But intelligence agencies have 
been tracking the ISIL for years, 
officials say, watching closely as 
it grew stronger in the Syrian 
civil war and began to challenge 
the Shiite-dominated Baghdad 
government.

“We have had a real interest, 
along with our friends the Jor-
danians, the Turks and others, in 
doing all we could to watch these 
guys,” said Rep. Jim Himes, a 
Connecticut Democrat on the 
House Intelligence Committee. 
“We have a reasonable sense for 
the nature of ISIL, but we have 
very limited visibility into who is 
doing what to whom right now.”

The CIA and other agencies
are assembling detailed dossiers
known as “targeting packages”
that amount to profiles of insur-
gent commanders, including as
much day-to-day information as 
can be gathered about their loca-
tion, movements, associates and 
communications. Those packages
can be used to target the subjects
for drone strikes or other mili-
tary action, though they also can 
be used for nonlethal purposes,
current and former officials say.

More than a year ago, the CIA’s 
Counterterrorism Center ex-
panded a team of officers at the
agency’s headquarters in north-
ern Virginia to track and target
al-Qaida-linked militants operat-
ing in Syria and Iraq. Those ef-
forts are now intensifying, U.S.
officials say. They would not dis-
cuss in detail their efforts to mon-
itor the Iraqi insurgents for fear
of tipping them off. Already, they
said, key leaders communicate
through couriers and take other
steps to avoid eavesdropping.

Despite challenges, intelligence
agencies know “quite a bit” about 
the current organization and its 
leadership, said a senior U.S. in-
telligence official, expressing a
widely held view within the CIA
and other agencies. 

 BY HAMZA HENDAWI 
AND QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD  — The Iraqi soldiers tell of 
how they can hardly live with the shame 
of their rout under the onslaught of the Is-
lamic militants. Their commanders disap-
peared. Pleas for more ammunition went 
unanswered. Troops ran from post to post 
only to find them already taken by gun-
men, forcing them to flee.

“I see it in the eyes of my family, rela-
tives and neighbors,” one lieutenant colo-
nel who escaped the militants’ sweep over 
the northern city of Mosul told The Associ-
ated Press. “I am as broken and ashamed 
as a bride who is not a virgin on her wed-
ding night.”

Iraq’s military has been deeply shaken 
by their collapse in the face of fighters led 
by the  Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant, 
which in  a little more than a week over-
ran Mosul then stormed toward Baghdad, 
seizing town after town, several cities and 
army base after army base over a large 
swath of territory.

The impact is hurting efforts to rally the 
armed forces to fight back. Shiite militia-
men and volunteers have had to fill the void 
as the regular army struggles to regroup.

Top commanders have been put under 
investigation. Conspiracy theories are 
running rampant to explain the meltdown. 
Some Shiite allies of Prime Minister Nouri 
al-Maliki have accused Kurds in the north 
of encouraging the military collapse so 
they could grab territory and weapons for 
themselves — an accusation that they’ve 
provided no proof for but that is straining 
already tense ties with the Kurdish autono-
mous zone, where officials deny the claim.

On Tuesday, al-Maliki retired three gen-

erals who had been deployed in Mosul and 
ordered legal proceedings against them. 
He also dismissed a brigadier general 
and ordered his court-martial in absentia. 
He said he planned to retire off or court-
martial more senior officers, but gave no 
details.

Already he had ordered the questioning 
of the military’s chief of joint operations, 
Gen. Abboud Gambar, and the ground 
forces commander, Gen. Ali Gheidan, ac-
cording to security officials who spoke 
on condition of anonymity because of the 
sensitivity of the subject. The two face no 
charges and no legal action has been taken 

against them.
Al-Maliki has also vowed to bring the 

full weight of military law, including the 
execution of deserters, on anyone who is 
found out to have fled the battle.

Al-Maliki is trying to turn the armed 
forces around. He told army commanders 
and volunteers in a rally south of Baghdad 
this week that the rout served as a much 
needed wake-up call. He said it would lead 
to the exposure and punishment of military 
commanders and politicians he accuses of 
betraying their country. 

He has also cryptically blamed conspir-
acies, acts of treachery and meddling Arab 

nations. 
The blow was particularly harsh in a 

country that has traditionally prided itself 
on the prowess of its soldiers, with the faith
of its Shiite majority immersed in a nar-
rative of martyrdom that is rooted in the
fabled bravery of its saints.

In an attempt to restore faith in the 
armed forces, state-run Iraqiya television 
has been airing little over the past week
besides clips of troops and police march-
ing or in action, helicopters strafing what
is purportedly militants’ positions and
soldiers and policemen performing tradi-
tional dancing with civilians. 

AP

 Militants from the  Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant lead  away captured Iraqi soldiers  after taking over a base in Tikrit, Iraq,  in 
this image posted on a militant website Saturday. 

CIA faces gaps as it hunts for ISIL militants
‘ We have had a real interest ... in doing all we could to watch these 
guys. We have a reasonable sense for the nature of ISIL, but we have 
very limited visibility into who is doing what to whom right now. ’

Rep. Jim Himes
D-Conn., House Intelligence Committee

Humiliation at 
rout hits Iraqi 
military hard
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about 10 signs, with a value of 
about $2,000.

“We’re a 60-year-old Jackson-
ville company and one of our core 
values is to support our commu-
nity any way we can,” he said.  

The school board is taking 
money from the general fund to 
cover the changes.

Boy calls 911, falsely 
reports friend slain

MI PORTSMOUTH 
TOWNSHIP — Au-

thorities in Michigan said a boy 
who was upset because his friend 
had a better bicycle called 911 to 
falsely report that the friend had 
been killed.

The Bay City Times reported 
the Bay County Sheriff’s De-
partment and Bay City police 
responded Saturday evening to a 
home in Portsmouth Township. 
Undersheriff Troy Cunningham 
said the boy, who is younger than 
10, told 911 that there was “blood 
everywhere.”

Deputies said no one was killed 
or injured at the home about 90 
miles northwest of Detroit. Cun-
ningham said apparent jealousy 

over the bike prompted the call.

  Meth lab found at
retirement community

CA FRESNO — Fresno 
police and residents of 

a retirement community were 
stunned that a 64-year-old North-
ern California man arrested dur-
ing a traffic stop was accused of 
cooking methamphetamine in-
side his apartment at the facility 
for seniors.

“Just shocking someone that 
age would do that, but actually 
a perfect place to do it, right?” 
Fresno police Lt. Joe Gomez told 
KFSN-TV on Sunday, the day 
after Robert Short, of Fresno, 
was taken into custody. “Retire-
ment village, who would suspect 
it going on there?”

Police pulled over Short in a 
routine traffic stop in Fresno 
late Saturday. During the stop, 
officers learned that Short was 
on supervised release for selling 
meth. While conducting a search 
of Short’s car, officers found 4 
ounces of crystal meth, plastic 
bags and an electronic scale, Sgt. 
Brian Valles said.

Investigators then went to 
Short’s apartment at the Cali-
fornia League-Fresno Village. 
There, they found a half-pound of 
crystal meth with a street value 
of about $1,700, some heroin and 
materials for a small meth lab, 
Valles said.  

 Firefighters rescue 
would-be cat rescuer

PA ERIE — Authorities in 
northwestern Pennsyl-

vania said a woman who tried to 
rescue a cat from a tree ended up 
needing a rescue herself.

Firefighters in Erie said they 
brought a 28-foot ladder to help 
Tara Dennis get down from the 
branches on Sunday.

Residents told the Times-News 
that they’ve heard the feline cry-
ing for the past couple of days. It 
was not clear who owned the cat.

Dennis said she couldn’t stand 
by and do nothing. So, she scaled 
a fence, got on a roof and climbed 
onto a branch. She reached the 
animal, which she put in her 
shirt.

But the 21-year-old got stuck as 
she tried to come down. A neigh-

bor called 911.
Deputy Fire Chief Jeff Car-

roll said firefighters first carried 
down the cat, then helped Dennis. 

  Blind man earns degree 
in auto mechanics

NM LAS CRUCES — A 
blind New Mexico

man has earned an auto mechan-
ics degree and says he can fix 
cars by listening.

KOAT-TV reported that Clif-
ford Alderson recently graduated
from New Mexico State Univer-
sity and earned his degree by 
learning to feel his way around
the vehicle.

Born with a genetic disease that
led to his blindness, Alderson got
his on-the-job training at a small
auto shop in Alamogordo.

Damian Orchard, of All Makes
Automotive, said that for the most
part he could just tell Alderson 
what needed to be done on a car
and turn him loose.

Alderson said graduating with
an auto mechanics degree felt
like a dream. He’s now looking
for a full-time job.
From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

$80K The amount that a necklace and pistol once owned by ex-scout and showman “Buffalo Bill” Cody 
sold for at auction Saturday in Dallas. The necklace, made from the claws of a grizzly bear, was a gift to 
Cody from Sioux warrior chief Sitting Bull, according to Heritage Auctions. Cody purchased the pistol, a 
Colt .45 1873 Frontier Six-Shooter Revolver, from New York City firearms dealer Hartley & Graham in 
January 1883. It was said to be one of his favorites.  

 $1.8M house built on 
park ordered removed

RI NARRAGANSETT — A 
developer who mistaken-

ly built a $1.8 million waterfront 
house on park land has been or-
dered to remove it.

The Rhode Island Supreme 
Court found that the home, built 
by developer Four Twenty Corp., 
was built entirely on land in Nar-
ragansett owned by the Rose 
Nulman Park Foundation, and 
therefore must be removed.

The developer began building 
the home in 2009, but didn’t dis-
cover the error until 2011. It ar-
gued it should not be penalized for 
an innocent surveying mistake.

The court said the park’s prop-
erty rights outweighed that.

Foundation lawyer Mark Freel 
said it’s not known whether the 
unoccupied house can be moved 
or will have to be torn down. He 
said the house has been there for 
a long time already, and it’s time 
for it to go.

Official: Hoarder died 
under crush of debris

CT CHESHIRE — Medi-
cal examiners in Con-

necticut say an apparent hoarder 
died of accidental and traumatic 
asphyxia after a floor piled high 
with debris collapsed into her 
basement.

The chief medical examiner’s 
office released the cause of death 
of Beverly Mitchell, 66, on Tues-
day. Her body was found Saturday 
as crews were using a backhoe to 
remove debris from her home in 
Cheshire. Police said she may 
have been dead for more than a 
week.

Officers went to Mitchell’s home 
last Thursday after a postal carri-
er reported that her mail was pil-
ing up. Officials said they didn’t 
find anyone and thought Mitchell 
wasn’t home. Police said it wasn’t 
until Friday that officials realized 
the first floor had collapsed.

Building officials are deter-
mining whether the home needs 
to be torn down.

 Signs replaced at school 
named for KKK leader

FL JACKSONVILLE 
— Signs are being re-

placed as Jacksonville’s Nathan 
B. Forrest High School is getting 
a new name.

The Duval County School Board 
agreed in January to change the 
name of the school, ending a de-
cadeslong debate. The school was 
named in 1959 after a former 
Confederate general and the co-
founder of the Ku Klux Klan. It 
is becoming Westside High to re-
flect the school’s neighborhood.

The Florida Times-Union re-
ported businesses and commu-
nity members have either given 
donations or in-kind donations, 
but that’s not enough to offset the 
costs to the school board.

It is costing $220,000 to change 
the signs, gym floor and student 
athletic uniforms. So far, the dis-
trict has received about $2,087 in 
donations.  

Bryan Croft, president and 
chief executive officer of Homes 
Stamp & Sign, told the Times-
Union his company is donating 

THE CENSUS

Hatchlings head home
Left: Donna Shaver, chief of the Division of Sea Turtle Science and Recovery, National Park 
Service, Padre Island National Seashore, places Kemps ridley sea turtle hatchlings onto the 
sand Monday at the seashore near Corpus Christi, Texas, during the first hatchling release 
of the season. Above: A Kemps ridley sea turtle makes its way to the Gulf of Mexico after 
being released. A total of 98 hatchlings were released from a nest discovered April 27.  

PHOTOS BY RACHEL DENNY CLOW, CORPUS CHRISTI (TEXAS) CALLER-TIMES/AP
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FACES

 The Associated Press

 For anyone concerned about who would 
play Aaliyah in a film about her life, the 
girl who earned the role — 17-year-old 
Zendaya — says it mattered to her, too.

“I really want it to be perfect for her and 
show young people what she was able to do 
and what she accomplished,” the Disney 
Channel star said in an interview Tuesday, 
a day after Lifetime announced she would 
play the role of the R&B singer.

Zendaya says she’s the right choice for 

the part because “if you want something 
done right, you’ve got to do it yourself.”

Aaliyah was killed in 2001 at age 22 
when her plane crashed after takeoff from 
a Bahamian runway. She dominated on the 
R&B and pop charts, earning platinum-
plus albums and racking hits with songs 
like “Try Again,” “Back & Forth” and “Are 
You That Somebody?”

Zendaya, who was the runner-up on 
“Dancing with the Stars” last year, says 
she’s aware the role comes with a lot of 
scrutiny.

“I can’t please everybody ... what I can 
do is work really hard and you know, just 
continue to show her legacy,” she said.

  Other news
�  Former “Jersey Shore” cast member 

Mike “The Situation” Sorrentino was ar-
rested after a fight at a tanning salon. Sor-
rentino was charged with simple assault 
after the afternoon confrontation at the 
Boca salon in Middletown Township, N.J., 
which he and his family own and operate. 

He posted $500 bail and was released; a
court date hasn’t been scheduled.

�  Katy Perry   announced the launch 
of her own record label, Metamorphosis
Music, on Tuesday. It’s a joint venture with
her current label, Capitol Records. The
first to sign with Perry’s label is pop singer
Ferras, who released his Perry executive-
produced EP on Tuesday.  

�  Prosecutors are dropping a disorderly 
conduct case against Paul Simon and his
wife, Edie Brickell, related to a fight in
April at the couple’s Connecticut home. 

Teenage singer Zendaya says she is the right fit for Aaliyah TV movie role

hip-hop roots. She zips from the dancey title track to 
the breezy electro-pop of the Max Martin-produced 
“First Love” to sticky hip-hop offerings such as “Act-
ing Like That” and “I Luh Ya Papi” to torch ballads.

She is large, she contains multitudes: “I did a 
couple of dance records and people want me to do a 
dance album. Or they think I should go back to being 

‘Jenny From the Block,’ ” she laughs. “I am dance, I 
am pop, I am R&B, I am hip-hop, I am Latin, I am 
‘Jenny From the Block.’ But I am also ‘Jenny From 
Rodeo Drive.’ It was about embracing all those things 
musically, everything about me emotionally, and put-
ting that into lyrics and sound for this album.”

Lounging barefoot in a leather armchair, the sing-
er-actress-dancer and mom looked relaxed despite 
her whirlwind schedule and a brewing controversy 
over the FIFA-commissioned World Cup anthem 
“We Are One (Ole Ola).” It was recorded largely in 
English and Spanish with Cuban-American rapper 
Pitbull and Brazilian pop star Claudia Leitte (with 

hardly any Portuguese for a song touting the Bra-
zil-hosted matches, thus part of the outcry from 

Brazilians who felt the Bronx-born Puerto 
Rican Lopez and Pitbull were unfit).

If Lopez is stressed out by any of this, 
she doesn’t let it show. She looks as ra-
diant and warm as she does in that 

judge’s chair — and makes eating 
pizza look almost glamorous. She 
says, through bites, that she’ll be 
in New York the next day for a 
promo tour including a homecom-
ing concert (playing to 20,000 

fans in the Bronx) and a set for 
“Good Morning America’s” 

annual concert series.
Fifteen years after 

launching her music 
career, Lopez has sold 
more than 80 million 
records globally and is 

still the only performer 
to have a No. 1 album (“J.

Lo”) and film (“The 
Wedding Planner”) 

the same week 
(2001). “A.K.A.” 
is her first offer-
ing on Capitol 
Records after 

years of label 
shifts (Lopez 
departed Is-
land Def Jam 
after “Love?”; 
before that, 
she parted 
ways with 
Sony/Epic). 

 BY GERRICK D. KENNEDY

Los Angeles Times

 In the course of one recent week, Jennifer Lopez 
was honored with a Billboard Icon Award, her 
single “First Love” became the most-added song 
on pop radio, she played to a sold-out crowd in 

Anaheim, Calif., and wrapped another season as an 
“American Idol” judge.

In other words, it was business as usual for the 
multiplatinum singer known as J.Lo, who has mul-
tiple films and a TV series in the works, fragrances, 
countless endorsement deals, a TV and film produc-
tion company and part ownership in a cable network. 
It’s an insane juggling act that makes mul-
titasker Jay Z look like a slacker.

“I think because I do a 
lot of different 
things, I 
don’t get 
credit 
for being 
great at 
one thing 
like some 
people are,” 
Lopez, 44, said 
of her mixed-
medium career. 
“Somebody once told 
me, ‘One of the best 
things is when people 
underestimate you, because 
then you can always surprise 
them.’ ”

And that she’s done. After a couple 
bumpy years in the late aughts that saw 
her stock in music and films fall, Lopez tried 
her hand as an “Idol” judge. The payoff was big. 
Her comeback album, 2011’s “Love?,” had a top 5 
debut (a feat she hadn’t accomplished since 2005); 
its lead single, “On the Floor,” was her highest debut, 
and the video became one of the most-watched.

“A.K.A.,” her follow-up album released Tuesday,  is 
what Lopez wants to talk about now. “It’s very sur-
real. You feel like you started yesterday. Believe it or 
not, (the time) just goes,” she said, snapping her fin-
gers for emphasis from inside the dressing room of a 
West Hollywood, Calif., soundstage.

Like previous efforts, the new album shows Lo-
pez’s wide-ranging tastes, but “A.K.A.” also show-
cases a singer better adept at balancing her pop and 

 Jennifer Lopez’s new album  “A.K.A.”  features 
collaborations with Iggy Azalea, Nas,

 Pitbull, Rick Ross and T.I.
 DAN HALLMAN, INVISION/AP

‘I am “Jenny From the Block.” But
I am also “Jenny From Rodeo Drive.” ’ I am also “Jenny From Rodeo Drive.” ’ 
Jennifer Lopez is at peace with her multi-hyphenate juggling act
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Thursday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Texas 90 74 Cldy
Akron, Ohio 83 63 Cldy
Albany, N.Y. 81 52 Clr
Albuquerque 88 62 PCldy
Allentown, Pa. 86 52 PCldy
Amarillo 89 65 PCldy
Anchorage 59 48 Cldy
Asheville 85 64 PCldy
Atlanta 91 73 PCldy
Atlantic City 89 60 Cldy
Austin 92 74 Cldy
Baltimore 89 68 Rain
Baton Rouge 92 72 PCldy
Billings 74 52 Cldy
Birmingham 91 72 PCldy
Bismarck 76 55 PCldy
Boise 83 55 Clr
Boston 82 58 Clr
Bridgeport 86 57 PCldy
Brownsville 95 77 PCldy
Buffalo 76 55 PCldy
Burlington, Vt. 76 49 Clr
Caribou, Maine 71 46 PCldy
Casper 75 44 Clr
Charleston, S.C. 94 73 Clr
Charleston, W.Va. 89 68 Rain
Charlotte, N.C. 94 71 PCldy

Chattanooga 94 70 PCldy
Cheyenne 75 47 Clr
Chicago 87 70 Rain
Cincinnati 88 68 Rain
Cleveland 81 63 Cldy
Colorado Springs 78 53 PCldy
Columbia, S.C. 97 73 Clr
Columbus, Ga. 94 73 PCldy
Columbus, Ohio 85 66 Rain
Concord, N.H. 82 48 Clr
Corpus Christi 93 78 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 91 75 Cldy
Dayton 84 67 Rain
Daytona Beach 87 74 Cldy
Denver 80 52 Clr
Des Moines 87 67 Rain
Detroit 81 62 Cldy
Duluth 63 53 Rain
El Paso 96 74 PCldy
Elkins 81 63 Rain
Erie 78 58 Cldy
Eugene 78 51 Clr
Evansville 92 73 PCldy
Fairbanks 63 47 Rain
Fargo 81 60 Rain
Flagstaff 77 42 Clr
Flint 80 57 Cldy
Fort Smith 91 72 PCldy

Fort Wayne 86 69 Cldy
Fresno 97 65 Clr
Goodland 80 58 Clr
Grand Junction 78 52 Clr
Grand Rapids 82 65 Cldy
Great Falls 66 47 Cldy
Green Bay 76 59 Cldy
Greensboro, N.C. 94 70 Clr
Harrisburg 88 60 Cldy
Hartford Spgfld 84 55 PCldy
Helena 73 49 Cldy
Honolulu 87 74 PCldy
Houston 92 75 PCldy
Huntsville 92 71 PCldy
Indianapolis 87 71 Rain
Jackson, Miss. 93 71 PCldy
Jacksonville 90 70 PCldy
Juneau 62 45 Cldy
Kansas City 87 66 Rain
Key West 89 79 PCldy
Knoxville 92 69 PCldy
Lake Charles 88 73 PCldy
Lansing 81 62 Cldy
Las Vegas 97 75 Clr
Lexington 89 72 Cldy
Lincoln 86 67 Cldy
Little Rock 93 73 PCldy
Los Angeles 78 62 PCldy

Louisville 92 74 PCldy
Lubbock 88 68 Cldy
Macon 93 72 PCldy
Madison 81 69 Rain
Medford 89 55 Clr
Memphis 92 76 PCldy
Miami Beach 85 75 Rain
Midland-Odessa 90 69 Cldy
Milwaukee 69 61 Cldy
Mpls-St Paul 79 65 Rain
Missoula 74 46 Cldy
Mobile 92 71 PCldy
Montgomery 94 71 PCldy
Nashville 95 71 Cldy
New Orleans 90 73 PCldy
New York City 86 62 Cldy
Newark 89 61 Cldy
Norfolk, Va. 92 74 PCldy
North Platte 82 57 Clr
Oklahoma City 87 71 Cldy
Omaha 85 68 Rain
Orlando 90 72 Cldy
Paducah 92 72 PCldy
Pendleton 85 55 Clr
Peoria 90 71 Rain
Philadelphia 89 65 Cldy
Phoenix 102 80 Clr
Pittsburgh 83 65 Rain

Pocatello 77 46 Clr
Portland, Maine 80 52 Clr
Portland, Ore. 77 58 PCldy
Providence 84 58 PCldy
Pueblo 86 56 Clr
Raleigh-Durham 97 73 Clr
Rapid City 77 52 PCldy
Reno 87 56 Clr
Richmond 96 71 PCldy
Roanoke 90 69 Cldy
Rochester 76 55 Clr
Rockford 87 70 Rain
Sacramento 91 57 Clr
St Louis 92 74 PCldy
St Petersburg 89 76 Cldy
St Thomas 89 79 PCldy
Salem, Ore. 79 54 PCldy
Salt Lake City 78 57 Clr
San Angelo 90 73 Cldy
San Antonio 93 76 Cldy
San Diego 73 64 PCldy
San Francisco 70 55 PCldy
San Jose 80 54 Clr
Santa Fe 85 52 PCldy
St Ste Marie 71 48 Clr
Savannah 93 72 Clr
Seattle 72 55 Cldy
Shreveport 92 72 PCldy

Sioux City 85 64 Cldy
Sioux Falls 82 63 Cldy
South Bend 86 69 Cldy
Spokane 76 52 Clr
Springfield, Ill. 90 72 Cldy
Springfield, Mo. 89 69 PCldy
Syracuse 75 47 Clr
Tallahassee 93 70 PCldy
Tampa 89 74 Cldy
Toledo 82 64 Rain
Topeka 86 68 Cldy
Tucson 100 71 Clr
Tulsa 89 72 Cldy
Tupelo 92 71 PCldy
Waco 91 72 Cldy
Washington 91 71 Rain
W. Palm Beach 85 74 Rain
Wichita 89 69 Cldy
Wichita Falls 90 73 Cldy
Wilkes-Barre 83 51 Clr
Wilmington, Del. 88 63 Cldy
Yakima 86 58 Clr
Youngstown 83 61 Cldy

National temperature extremes
Hi: Tue., 108, Bullhead City, Ariz. 
Lo: Tue., 22, Chemult, Ore.

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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THURSDAY IN EUROPE
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THURSDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST FRIDAY IN THE PACIFIC
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MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (June 19) .........................$1.3908
Dollar buys (June 19) .......................€0.7190
British pound (June 19) ....................... $1.74
Japanese yen (June 19) .......................99.00
South Korean won (June 19 ) ...........996.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3771
British pound .....................................$1.6955
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.0868
China (Yuan) ........................................ 6.1191
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.6426
Egypt (Pound) ......................................6.2205
Euro ........................................ $1.3579/0.7364
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7513
Hungary (Forint) .................................226.20
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4564
Japan (Yen) ........................................... 102.12
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2820
Norway (Krone) ...................................6.0243
Philippines (Peso)................................. 44.01
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.05
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7508
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2521
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,022.36
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.8971
Thailand (Baht) ..................................... 32.49
Turkey (Lira) .........................................2.1408
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.10
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.03
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.44

BUSINESS/WEATHER

 BY TOM KRISHER

The Associated Press

DETROIT — Consumers look-
ing for a used vehicle aren’t shy-
ing away from GM models — even 
though more than 20 million GM 
cars and trucks have been re-
called this year.

General Motors cars such as the 
Chevrolet Malibu have retained 
or increased in value, sometimes 
more than rival vehicles. And 
sales of new cars aren’t slowing 
either, up 13 percent in May.

GM has issued 44 recalls in 
North America this year for parts 
ranging from ignition switches to 
air bags. The most serious is for 
ignition switches in 2.6 million 
small cars linked to more than 50 
crashes and at least 13 deaths. In-
vestigations into that recall have 
exposed GM as a company that 
was too slow to react to serious 
safety issues.

In the past, consumers pun-
ished automakers for big recalls. 
Those companies lost market 

share — Toyota’s dropped 2 per-
centage points over 12 months 
when it recalled 14 million cars 
for unintended acceleration. Yet 
GM’s has held fairly steady so far, 
around 18 percent.

GM has cautioned that an ongo-
ing companywide safety review 
could produce even more recalls 
— just Monday it recalled another 
3.4 million cars for a separate ig-
nition switch issue — so consum-
ers might still decide it’s smarter 
to buy their wheels elsewhere.

But for now, experts say, GM 
has retained buyers’ confidence 
by appearing to act quickly on 
safety matters — even though 
GM’s internal investigation 
into the small-car switch recall 
showed that employees took years 
to realize they had a safety prob-
lem on their hands.

“People are associating that 
with being vigilant more than 
being careless,” said Larry Domi-
nique, president of ALG, formerly 
Automotive Lease Guide, whose 
data is used by dealers to set val-

ues of leased cars.
That could explain why the value 

of the 2010 Chevrolet Malibu rose 
almost 3 percent from February, 
when the recalls started, through 
May, according to ALG. That 
compares with midsize cars as a 
whole, which dropped in value by 
1 percent. The Malibu has been 
part of five recalls this year.

The value of most other used 
GM cars also rose. The excep-
tion: the Chevrolet Cobalt, which 
is at the heart of the first ignition 
switch recall. About 1 million Co-
balts are being recalled. Of the 13 
deaths GM counts, nine occurred 
in Cobalts.

ALG says the value of 2010 Co-
balts dropped 2.4 percent from 
February through May, but the 
compact car segment’s value rose 
almost 3 percent. Falling values 
have triggered lawsuits from Co-
balt owners.

That doesn’t mean the cars 
won’t sell. At L.A. Sales in Oyster 
Bay, N.Y., owner Andy Kaufman 
recently sold a 2005 Cobalt for just 

under the $5,000 he was asking. 
The buyer had no concerns once 
Kaufman showed him the switch 
had been replaced, he said.

Experts say the volume of re-
calls has taken away some of the 
fear factor. 

“I’m beginning to wonder if the 
consumer is almost numb to the 
next headline that comes out,” 
said Ricky Beggs, a senior vice 
president of Black Book, which 
also monitors used car prices.  

GM sales hold up despite recalls
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Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

BMW, 528i, 1998 $4300.00
Light blue. Solid cruiser. Moon
roof, pwr seats, pwr windows.
Alloy wheels. New tires, rear
springs, front brakes. Frankfurt
& Wiesbaden & Mainz area.
andrew.matus@gmail.com

Dodge, Magnum, 2008
$12000.00 Excellent Condition.
2.7 Liter. AirCond. Pwr Windows
Locks DriverSeat Pedals. MP3
Single Disc Sirus Radio. New
brakes rotors installed 2012. US
AND German Spec. Dealer
Maintained. +4917670328920 d
avid.leake@gmail.com

Opel, Astra - DIESEL, 2001
$2000.00 Opel Astra 2001, runs
great, DIESEL. 5 speed &
manual transmission. Just
passed inspection! 390K km.
PCSing must sell! Only $2000
(or 1500 eu). We are in
Wiesbaden. 017669350983
sergelana@gmail.com

VW, Golf, 2005 $7650.00 power
windows and locks, power sun

oon roof, 4 door with hatch,
AC, CD, heated seats, includes
summer and winter tires, just
passed inspection, beautiful
condition. approx mileage 74k.
l o c a t e d  i n  G a r m i s c h .
4915154786535

MAZDA, 6, 2008 $8000.00 -US
SPECS - Automatic - Winter and
Summer Tires (Only one set of
rims) - Power locks, indow,
seats - Below book value -
Clean - Great on gas - Available
immediately - 103k miles, yes
it's been in europe for 5 years.
Call or text 0170 733 8651
dsn314-598-3300

YAMAHA, YZF-R6, 2009
$7300.00 Garage kept and
maintained. Never crashed. No
modifications except Puig racing
windshield and frame sliders.
New Michelin Power Pure 2CT
tires, new K&N filters. VERY
Low mileage. Original clear
windshield & Puig racing wind-
shield included. Includes: Title,
Manual & Original Toolkit email

jeraldh2u@gmail.com

Autos for Sale
- Benelux 150

Ford, Edge SE, 2009 $9500.00
GREAT CONDITION, V6,
3.5L,Keyless Entry,AC, Power
Sterring & Tilt Wheels, windows
& locks, Cruise Control, Parking
Sensors, Dual Airbags, Side
Airbags, Quad Bucket Seating,
MP3, Privacy Glass, Alloy
Wheels, Tranmission Automatic,
6-Spf with Overdrive. Must sell
PCS - KBB Price: $11,000 Call
anytime Paul 0151-64318607
Current  Mi les:  101500
0151-64318607
paul.d.patterson.naf@mail.mil

Audi, A4 Quattro, 2007
$13900.00 US specs, 2.0 Turbo,
1 owner, heated leather seats,
Bose sound, Navi, sunroof,
dealer maintained, gray with
black, tinted windows. Call Chris
0 9 6 4 1 - 9 2 6 0 0 2 0 ,
01516-1500341

BMW, 523I, 1999 $5000.00 6
CYL, 5 Spd Manual, Runs and
looks new! 32 MPG, Heated
Leather Seats, 6 disk CD
Changer. New Tires•rakes,
R i d e s  A w e s o m e !
0174-925-6999

Lexus, IS 200, 2001 $6000.00
Heated seats, Power windows,
locks, driver seat Winter and
summer tires New breaks Blue-
tooth stereo Everything works!
sheasfa@yahoo.com

VW, Jetta GLI, 2013 $25500.00,
with Autobahn package, loaded!
2yr free service and VW warran-
ty. 18" performance tire & wheel
package. European nav maps
loaded. Rear camera, etc.
06374 992270

Toyota, Tundra 4WD, 2010
$26000.00 T, double cab -
Leather seats (heated front) - 6
Disc cd changer - Back up
camera and sensors - Long bed
- Just under 48,000 Miles - Bed
cover and Bed liner - Brand new
all weather tires (one week) -
Limited edition - WAY below
book value for either the private
sale and off course the dealer
price Call or text for a test drive
at 0170 7338651 dsn
314-598-3300

Nissan, 350z, 2003 $9300.00,
Grand Touring excellent condi-
tion, after market 19" rims, after
market exhaust, after market
short ram cold air intake, VOLO
chip, Z rated performance rear
tires less than 2k miles put on,
brakes less than 2k miles since
change, heated seats, power
seats, Bose premium sound low
mileage for it's year, car has
been well kept, need to get rid of
it ASAP +4917656539286 adria
n.olipas@yahoo.com

Fiat, 500, 2009 $6000.00 1.2 8V
51KW (69PS) , automatic, AC,
CD. New M+S all weather tires.
next service (brakes) in
15000KM. recent synthetic oil
change. 35+ MPG. Available 6
July in Ramstein. non-smoking
owner. excellent condition +49
173 7344996 stitch_92@hotmai
l.com

Patriot Military Automobiles
Pre-Owned Center

- Insurance
Now Available -

www.patriot-autos.net
"We are Patriots!"

BMW, 320I, 1994 $2000.00 I
have a manual. It has 240,448
km (149,407 MI). I am asking
2,000 O.B.O. Will pass inspec-
tion. It will be available the 27th
of June. I am selling due to PCS
at the end of the month. I can be
reached at 015144530720.
Please call as my phone is
super sweet and does not
accept text messages. email
hoekstrapd416@yahoo.com

Suzuki, Hayabusa GXR 1300 -
Limited Edition, 2004 $7200.00
Very rare BUSA, designed for
serious sport riders. A combina-
tion of power, crisp handling,
and aerodynamics. In excellent
Show Room condition! Original
Owner. Serviced only at author-
ized Suzuki Dealers. Includes:
Leo Vince Slip On Pipes, Gel
Seats, Chrome Wheels, Chrome
Wind Deflector, also, original
parts (Polished Black & Chrome
Wheels, Wind Deflector, Stock
Pipes) will be included. If
interested, please contact MJ at
0162-296-8208.

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

BMW, 318i, 1993 $500.00 `93
Black, It has around 288,000
km. It runs just need some
mechanical and body work. It's a
good project for a mechanic or
hobbyist. The price is negotia-
ble. ss2day@gmail.com

Harley, Road King, 2004
$11000.00,Well maintained, 95
Kit and Cams, True Duals,
Beach Bars, Batwing, Gel Cell
Seat. Lots of other stuff done.
TUV'd and Taxes paid. Original
US Paperwork hosemalveen@
yahoo.com

Jeep, Liberty Limited, 2008
$17500.00 Original Owner;
Lightly Used; Only 55,000 miles
(88.000km); 4x4; 3.7L V6 New
Battery, Tires, and Brakes (less
than 3,000 miles ago) Fully
Loaded!! Premium Sound AM
FM SAT MP3 &CD with 16Gb
hard drive for your own music
Bluetooth hands-free; Sirius
SAT Radio and built in GPS
NAV (US Only) Sunroof; Backup
Sensors; Navigon GPS with
current maps included Leather
upholstery w power, heated
front seats; Temperature control
AC Class III tow package;
Remote start; 110volt outlet
ins ide;  Ful l -s ize spare
+491629160173

MINI, S, 2006 $8900.00 For sale
is my red. The car is in great
shape and I am the original
owner. Car features automatic
transmission and is American
specs. AC does not work. It
stopped blowing cold air years
ago and I never had it repaired
since I live in Germany. Really
hate to sell it, but we bought a
new one! $8900 takes it.
patmcdoogle@yahoo.com willia
meaton70@yahoo.com

Dodge, Grand Caravan SXT,
2008 $8000.00, Bright Silver
Metallic Clearcoat; 90,392 miles;
230ci V6 3.8L SXT automatic;
Power sliding doors, windows,
locks, driver seat; Stow and Go
seating (2nd and 3rd row seats
fold into the floor); OEM radio
with CD; Multi-zone AC; Cruise
control; ABS; Privacy glass;
Winter tires. Located in Stutt-
gart, Germany. $8000 or Best
Offer. 0160-938-27365 (cell).
marioa.adams@yahoo.com

Ford, Shelby GT500, 2013
$10000.00 Make offer Parts
from 6 speed transmission,
Clutch and pressure plate, hy-
draulic throwout bearing, carbon
fiber driveshaft, differential with
adjustable shocks, sway bars,
scratched wheels
hubert.h.hill.civ@mail.mil

BMW, 316i, 1997 $3000.00 Fun
silver two-door Automatic trans-
mission. Seat heaters. Summer
and winter tires all on wheels.
Perfect condition. Pictures aren't
loading, please email me for
pictures! 015256081938 erineli
zabef@hotmail.com

VW, Golf 2011, MY LOSS,
YOUR GAIN! Retiring to Italy,
they'll make me change the
American specs to Euro, & pay
22% tax on initial price! My
silver Baby gets 45 MPG, is fully
loaded with manual 6-speed
overdrive, traction & stability
control, ABS (4 wheel), Power
Steeringindows—oors, Tilt

wheel, Keyless entry, A
, Dual Airbags, Side Air Bags,
Front & Rear Head Curtain Air
Bags. Sound system includes
AMM Stereo, MP3, CD, Sirius
satellite and Bluetooth Wireless.
Daytime running lights. 48K
miles. Very good condition, price
includes winter tires. $16,698.
Inspection due in June, so she'll
be in perfect health for you!
Dealer maintained. Call Jan,
0 1 6 0 9 - 2 3 3 - 2 1 8 5 ,  D S N
4 6 7 - 2 3 9 2 ,  o r  e v e s .
09820-918-6509, Ansbach.
Available end of July

BMW, 316 Compact, 1994
$2000.00 2 door red, good cond
suroof no rost German spec
0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5
sreinhold@freenet.de

Corvette, Coupe, 2000 , White,
Black Leather, Auto Trans, Fully
loaded, 55,000 Miles. Exc.
Cond. Both white and clear
changeable Roof Top. Only
driven in the summer. Stored
and cover-up in a Garage.
$16,500.00 Firm. Contact:
0172-533-4360.

Harley Davidson, Softail Slim,
2013 $14900.00, US Spec for
Sale. Available immediately.
Less than 3.000 Miles. Winter it
was Garage kept, During the
Summer Months it has always
been covered. It is immaculate.
Nothing wrong, just preparing
for PCS. Just purchased last
Spring brand new. Can be
viewed in Wiesbaden Hainer-
berg. 01525-3887556

Subaru, Outback XT Limited,
2008 $16600.00 This is not your
everyday station wagon! It has
an inter-cooled, turbocharged
2.5 liter boxer engine making
nearly 250 horsepower and 250
lb ft of torque. It can more than
hold its own on the fastest
Autobahn and still climb snow
covered hills with full-time all-
wheel drive. Equipped with
Subaru iDrive system with three
engine MAPs and sport-tuned
suspension. It can do all of this
in comfort, with perforated leath-
er power seats, power windows,
sun roof, and automatic climate
control. The Outback XT was
only made for a few years and
has been completely discontin-
ued by Subaru, so they have
become very rare. We are
PCS'ing back to our farm in
Virginia and need a truck, so we
have priced it well below book
value. Comes with an extra set
of four snow tires with 90%
tread remaining. 53K miles and
well cared for. Meet at Patch for
a test drive. +49 (0) 7073 917
7737 GSRiders@mac.com

4 each 18" BORBET ALLOY
WHEELS, with CENTER CAP,
2010 $50.00 - Borbet producer
of light alloy premium quality
wheels - Quality and perfection
is of upmost importance at
Borbet - Each wheel is individu-
ally examined structurally by
x-ray and on site quality control
experts - All 4 wheels for $50.-
email randy.aultus.army.mil

Honda, Pilot, 2007 $9250.00
This is a EX-L with 128,300
miles. It is a very dependable
vehicle that has seen most of
Europe! Very well maintained
with all maintenance paperwork.
New All weather tires (less than
3K miles); New brakes & rotors
(less than 3K miles); Water
pump and timing belt replaced
at*round 110K miles. Clean title
in hand. Selling due to PCS.
Non-smoking family. Inspection
thru Sep 2015. Only two own-
ers. call Dave at 071125394158.
Located in Stuttgart. $9250
O B O ,  e m a i l
eliwin5@hotmail.com

Mercedes, E-250 cdi, 2011
$37000.00, Advantgarde. Die-
sel, perfect condition, garaged,
metalic black, leather, heated
seats, navigation system, full
Mercedes servicing, parktronic,
multi contour seats, TUV valid
Nov 2015, 80 liter tank, premium
sound system, i-pod & USB, ski
bag, comfort phone, extra air-
bags, automatic steering head-
lights. Car in Berlin with original
o w n e r .  V I N
WDD2122031A306650. For
more information please contact
Paul at spencertdy@yahoo.com
or +49 171 765 2288.

Automotive 140

Chrysler, PT Cruiser Touring
Edition, 2006 $4250.00 US
Specs! Single owner - Low
Mileage - Runs great! $1000
below KBB due to impending
PCS move. Valid 2014 Swiss
Highway sticker included. 3x
1000 watt transformers included
as bonus!! Call 01702967495 for
more info.

Honda, Civic, 2012 $20000.00,
SI, 6 speed, 4-door, US Spec,
015146603465 A_ketchum03@
hotmail.com

Subaru, Outback 3.6 Limited,
2012 $27900.00 AWD 3.6 L
engine, Gray with black leather
interior; sunroof, Power windows
and locks, Premium sound
system, Bluetooth, CD player
with USB and aux jacks, cold
weather package with heated
seats, and 25mpg highway
01712679174

Harley-Davidson, Road King
CVO 110th ANV FLHRSE5,
2 0 1 3  $ 3 5 0 0 0 . 0 0  1 4 4
900.Awesome Condition Blk Ob-
sidian DiamondDust with Ster-
eo. AC vo Accessories, 8k
Extras:Detach 110Tour Pak with
Organizer,Added Passing
Lamps, V&HPwrDuals Monster
Round SlipOns,SeRaceTuner,
Swept Wing Pass Foot Board-
sSlipS treamInserts, Stock Pass
Pegs Moved to AdjHwy Peg-
Mount,Chrome Switches, Gara-
geOpener, Idependent Aux-
Lamp WireKit. +4917670328920
david.leake@gmail.com

BMW, 118d, 2009 $9500.00
Awesome BMW, purchased
from German dealership, one
previous owner, German specs.
Diesel, gets amazing gas mile-
age and goes fast. Have to sell
before I PCS. 88,000 miles,
brand new snow tires included
(purchased November 2013).
Park Distance Control and all-
Europe navigation system. AC,
blue tooth, CD, Audio hook-up.
Manual transmission. Price does
not include VAT (you would only
pay tax if you are not US-
sponsored here in Germany).
Great car and I hate to let it go!
Email me if interested.
hmklug@gmail.com

Chevy Equinox 3.4 4D FWD,
LT, 2006 $8500.00 Red, 6 CD,
TC, Cruss but dc, Fog lights,
Engine Repair by Bosch Info
call, new Complete exhaust (cat
resonater and and muffler). Two
sets of Tires set on orignal 16'
all wheater and set of summer
20' crome wheels must call and
see. 01726223750

Mercedes, E200,  1999
$3400.00 For sale is an AUTO-
MATIC Gorgeous blue-green
color. German specs, inspec-
tions passed. No problems!
Good shape - inside and
outside. It has 270,000 km.
$3400 cash please. We are in
W i e s b a d e n .  s e r g e l a n a
g m a i l . c o m .  C a l l
0176-69350-983.

FREE Pancake Breakfast The
Knights of Columbus, Timothy
G. Maude Council #10292, will
host a FREE Pancake Breakfast
on Sunday, 22 Jun 2014, from
1000-1400 hours at the Hainer-
berg ACS Cafeteria. The event
is open to everyone, so come on
out and enjoy some free food
and fellowship with the Knights
of Columbus. DSN 537-3159
joseph.e.cleboski.civ@mail.mil

Honda, Accord Coupe, 2006
$8999.00 EX-L fully loaded to
include U.S. navigation. Brand
new Honda floor mats, oil, and
oil filters included in purchase.
Available now for showing and
test drive although available for
purchase on 20 June. Price
negotiable. email
scottmiami8@gmail.com

VW, Golf, 2011 $16698.00 MY
LOSS, YOUR GAIN! Retiring to
Italy, they'll make me change
the American specs to Euro, &
pay 22% tax on initial price! My
silver Baby gets 45 MPG, is fully
loaded with manual 6-speed
overdrive, traction & stability
control, ABS (4 wheel), Power
Steering & Windows & Doors,
Tilt wheel, Keyless entry, AC,
Dual Airbags, Side Air Bags,
Front & Rear Head Curtain Air
Bags. Sound system includes
AM FM Stereo, MP3, CD, Sirius
satellite and Bluetooth Wireless.
Daytime running lights. 48K
miles. Very good condition, price
includes winter tires. $16,698.
Inspection due in June, so she'll
be in perfect health for you!
Dealer maintained. Call Jan,
0 1 6 0 9 - 2 3 3 - 2 1 8 5 ,  D S N
4 6 7 - 2 3 9 2 ,  o r  e v e s .
09820-918-6509, Ansbach.
Available end of July. janice.a.g
unn.civ@mail.mil

Mercedes, C 180, 1999
$3300.00 Dark Blue 4 Dr Sedan,
European Specs, Passed in-
spection on 27 May 2014. PCS
on 13 June, Available immedi-
a t e l y  3 1 4 - 5 3 7 - 2 2 5 7
mplaseage@aol.com

Chevrolet, Corvette Grand
Sport, 2011 $41000.00 3LT
Package, 436 HP, unique Crys-
tal Tint Red, US Navigation,
Chrome Wheels, Translucent
Removable Top (stores in
trunk), Bose Stereo, Dual Mode
Exhaust, Clear Bra, Integrated
Radar
ase Detector. IMMACULATE!
Price just reduced...+49 (0)1609
1309 303, email eric.reeves.3.c
tr@us.af.mil

Harley-Davidson, Road Glide
Ultra (FLTRU), 2012 $20500.00
US spec; Big Blue Pearl;
cross-spoke wheels; 9,600 mi.
Excellent condition, always ga-
raged and adult ridden, no
issues at all. Over $6K in
upgrades (full V&H exhaust,
Dynojet Power Vision, 12" Wild
1 apes, monotubes, Mustang
seat with driver backrest, quick
detach tour-pak, and lots of
extra chrome!). Too much to list
here; send me a message for
additional details and pics. Pri-
vate sale and I have the Title in
hand. The bike is located in
Wiesbaden. 0151 2751 8471

Renault, Gran Scenic 1.9dCi,
2004 $4899.00 7-seat (two
collapse in trunk), German
Spec.6 spd, 1.9l dCi Diesel,
158.000km, extremely econom-
ic, 40mpG. Keyless start, auto-
matic hand-brake, auto-lights
and auto-wipers. Has PW, PDL,
folding PM, CC, on-board com-
puter, 6 air bags, AM FM-CD,
traction control, trunk cover,
tons of storage compartments,
etc. Passed German and US
inspection. New trailer hitch, 4x
aluminum rims and excellent
winter tires on steel rims.
Removable roof carrier & rack,
rubber mats. Vehicle is in
Hohenfels, 0172-6249906, blim
ey007@hotmail.com

Ford, Ranger XLT, 2008
$7000.00 This truck is in good
condition and gets great gas
mileage and has been very well
maintained using synthetic fluids
since it was new. It has a 4 Cyl
2.3 engine, Pirelli tires and the
brakes were replaced last year.
Has a bed liner for easy clean
u p  a n d  r u n s  g r e a t .
crewsdg@yahoo.com

Volvo, XC90, 2006 $11200.00
U.S. spec., 8 cyl., AWD, for sale
by the single owner in Stuttgart.
3d row seats for visiting family
and an extra set of snow tires
for winter included. Entertain-
ment system and built in GPS.
Europe and US maps. Excellent
condition and powerful engine.
+49 (0)7031 438 4882
dunk@ceoexpress.com

European Sustainment Scram-
ble Golf Tournament $92.00
When: Monday, 16 June, 2014
at 1000hrs Where: Erster Golf
Club D-66509, Reischweiler-
Mulbach, Germany Format:
Four Person Best Ball Scram-
ble; Shotgun Start Cost: 66
Euros - $92 per person payable
in cash. Putting contest,
$5,000.00 prize for the lucky
person to putt from 50 feet into
t h e  c u p .  E m a i l :
E o r d o n e 1 @ y a h o o . c o m
484-7978
edwin.ordonio.civ@mail.mil

Mercedes Benz, SLK 320, 2001
$8300.00 German Specs, Mer-
cedes maintained with all re-
cords, new tires, new brakes, all
leather, heated seats, navi.
winter tires on separate rims.
360 horsepower in a little car
means an amazing driving expe-
rience. Spring maintenance just
complete with no issues on the
horizon. If I wasn't leaving
Germany, I wouldn't be selling.
all serious offers considered.
email pellatons@yahoo.com

BMW, X3 28i, 2013 $32000.00
OBO, blue, black interior, 240
hp, automatic, 21500 miles,
heated seats, winter pkg, tec
pkg, Navigation, PDC, BMW
maint., no accidents, great
condition! pls call for pics
015140175122,
stephie.bolden@live.com

Audi, S5, 2012 $41000.00 Mint
Condition U.S. spec 4.2 Liter
Fuel Stratified Injection (FSI) V8
engine 349 HP 27,500 miles,
Manual Transmission Original
Purchase Price: $56,418 VIN:
WAUGVAFR4CA004334 built in
Ingolstadt, Germany.This is the
last production year of the S5
with a V8 engine. Premium Plus
Equipment Package, Sport Dif-
ferential Package, Bang & Oluf-
sen Audio, Nappa Leather Sport
seats, all services performed by
Audi Dealership. Dunlap SP
Sportmaxx GT (performance
summer tires included) Dunlap
SP Wintersport 3D (perform-
ance winter tires included) Addi-
tional complete set of interior
f l o o r  m a t s  i n c l u d e d .
+4901727123091 nicholas.a.jo
hnson@hotmail.com
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Porsche, Boxster S, 2008
$33500.00 Excellent Condition
(US SPECS) Last Service Apr.
2014 3.4 L Boxter S Color:
Carrara White & Cocco BRN
Top Beige, Heated Leather
seats with custom molding OP-
TIONS: PPAT- Pref. Pkg with
Tip (shift Paddles) Wind Deflec-
tor Self Dim mirrors Rain
Sensors Color Crest Wheel
Caps Bose Surround System &
Custom Alpine Touch -Screen,
multimedia Stereo + Navigation
(Have original CD+Radio) Cus-
tom Car Cover More pics are
avai lable 0151-29163586
ray.lol@gmail.com

Volvo, XC60 T6, 2011
$29600.00 White exterior,
cream and brown leather interi-
or, all-wheel drive, xenon mov-
ing headlamps, all weather floor
and cargo mats, cargo gate for
pets or cargo, all seats heated,
premium sound, City Safety,
parking sensors, Bluetooth, dual
climate, and more. Please email
me for pictures and information
at cdezlowe@gmail.com. Loca-
ted in Illesheim•ad Windsheim
area.

BMW, M3, 2011 $45000.00,
25,700 mi. US-Spec. Alpine
White & Black Premium Leather.
Tech, Premium, Cold, and Com-
petition Packages. Premium
Sound, Park Distance, DCT with
Drivelogic, Smart Phone Inte-
gration, and many other stand-
ard features. Garaged, Non-
Smoking, BMW Serviced, Free
US Shipping. Call Craig
+491703875097 DSN 421-5111

Harley Davidson, Road King
Classic, 2010 $18900.00 Excel-
lent touring motorcycle, lots of
fun and power. Low mileage,
brought from the US in Novem-
ber 2012. Lots of extras and
aftermarket parts make this bike
special. 5,000 mi serviced com-
pleted in April 2014. Standard
Features: 96 inch Twin cam
engine, 6 speed transmission,
cruise control, front fog lights,
detachable windshield, and vi-
bration reducing foot boards.
Aftermarket items: Screaming
Eagle stage one upgrade kit,
improved air cleaner, and ex-
haust system; plus many Tour-
ing extras. email Carl.e.moen@
gmail.com

Ford, Mustang Roush 427R,
Supercharged Stage 3, GREAT
SHAPE!, 2008 $26500.00 Rare,
Factory Roush 427R Super-
charged Mustang, Very Fast,
Vista Blue-Two Tone Interior,
Low-Mileage, 1 Owner, Roush
Cold Air Kit with SCT Tune
(460HP 420lb-ft torque), Excep-
tionally Clean Condition, Smoke
Free, Pampered-Garage kept,
Roush Stage 3 Racing
Suspension-Equipment, New
All-Season Tires, Roush Tool
Kit, Drilled-Slotted High Perf.
Fr&Rr Brake Rotors, Orig. Win-
dow Stickers-Paperwork, U.S.
Specs, many Roush extras, Plus
extra items: Oil Filters, Serp
Belt, W.W. Blades, Brake Pads,
etc. 06117243169
rick.bo.lawless@gmail.com
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Mercedes Benz, E320T 4matic
Wagon, 1998, $1900.00 , All
Wheel Drive, 3.2 Liter V-6, 225
HP, Electronic Stability Control,
Braking Assist System, Metallic
Blue with Blue Upholstery. Heat-
ed Front Seats, Orthopedically
Adjustable Drivers Seat. Glass
Sunroof. Becker & Bose HIFI
System, Reliable Car, Used
Daily, Good Mileage, Has been
in my possession for 10 years,
High kms but well maintained,
uses no oil. Can be seen in
Wiesbaden. Currently registered
non-op. If interested please call
0 6 1 1 - 6 0 9 1 0 6 4 0  o r
015223389615 0162-6410840

BMW, 535i, 1998 $3500.00
Silver Automatic V8 Power
Locks and Windows Heated
Seats GREAT used second
car!015207266409 shenitamoo
n@ymail.com

Volvo 4 door, Limousine, S-80,
2006 $7800.00 Fully loaded:
(Diesel) 6 Speed manual trans-
mission Electric windows, mir-
rors, cruise control, sunroof
European Navigation System,
Intermittent wipers, Winter heat-
er, heated seats, surround
sound stereo system, winter and
summer tires dealer maintained
h_young22@hotmail.com

VW, Touran Diesel, 2005
$5500.00 Seats 7 6 Speed
Manual Transmission Air Condi-
tioning Excellent Fuel Efficiency
Very Good Condition and Well
Maintained 209,000 KM German
Spec 49-0162-201-7167

Porsche, Boxster S, 2003
$18000.00 Just tuned up and
certified by Porsche Nuremberg.
US Spec. Sport package. Bose
premium sound. 18" alloy
wheels. Brand new tires, xenon
headlamps and water pump.
Interior and paint look great -
fresh back from detailing at
dealer. Extremely fun car to
drive in Germany, tops out over
1 8 6  m p h !
gtwellman@gmail.com

Ford, Focus SE, 2008
$6900.00 for sale $6,900. Has
65,000 miles and runs great.
Silver in Color, Standard trans-
mission, has a stain on the PS
front seat but can be sham-
pooed to remove. Available
immediately. If interested, call
us at 0151-152-85555 to see the
car.

Mercedes Benz, C220, 1995
$2400.00, Elegance, 2.2 liter 4
cyl. 16 valve gas engine, 150
HP. 137,000 kms, Blue Auto-
matic, Sunroof, Folding Rear
Seats. Summer and winter tires.
Runs Well, Good Gas Mileage
and Reliable. Recently Serviced,
New Usareur inspection. Car is
in Wiesbaden 0611-60910640

Mazda, Miata, 1994 $1200.00
Just in time for summer. Car
runs great, reliable and lots of
fun. Email gf.booth@yahoo.com
or call between 1700 and 2100
at 0951-18527082. Located in
Bamberg.

Ford, Explorer XLT, 2008
$14000.00, 40,000 miles, good
condition, non smoker 2nd own-
er purchased in 2010.Roof rack,
4WD, back up sensors, rear dvd
package, in dash dvd, bluetooth
for cell phone, front and rear
climate control, seats 7 passen-
ger, clean title in hand. 14,000
OBO
traceyandkathy@yahoo.com

TomTom Motorcylce GPS (Ur-
ban Rider) $200.00 Selling my
motorcycle (see my other posts
for details) and no longer need
this GPS unit. It's a fantastic
motorcycle GPS with bluetooth.
The best motorcycle GPS in my
opinion. Includes ALL the
mounts, chargers and adapters.
Actually everything that came in
the box is in the box. This is a
great deal if you ride a
m o t o r c y c l e .
jeraldh2u@gmail.com

Volkswagen, Jetta GLI, 2013
$25500.00, fully loaded! Save
$6000 over new one! Has
RNS510 nav with European
maps loaded with speed warn-
ing; sunroof; DSG auto trans-
mission; leather; LED taillights;
210hp engine; 2 year full
warranty with free oil changes;
Car smells and appears show-
room new! Exterior is platinum
gray metallic with black leather
interior. 10000miles $25500
obo. Email pontiac3800@yaho
o.com or call 1630-2100. 06374
992270

Pontiac Sunfire, 2dr Sports
Coupe SE, 2002 $1990.00 -
140-hp, 2.2-liter 4-cyl - 4-speed
AUTOMATIC! - Front wheel
drive, - Fuel Efficient Tan sports
car !! - MPG 23 25 city 33 hwy !!
- Great in snow!! - AUTOTRAD-
ER list this car for $5,495 -
Asking only $1990.- o.b.o - 45 &
45 Reclining Bucket Seats, -
ABS brakes - Dual front airbags,
- Spoiler, - Power steering +
more - non-smoker 4856763

BMW 325, 325ti, 2002 $4900.00
FOR SALE ! German spec No
Accidents, Great Condition
Maintenance: All services com-
pleted on time Mileage: 160.000
km Gearing: Automatic; with
Manual BMW Steptronic Shifting
Cylinders: Inline 2.5 Liter
Straight 6 great gas mileage
Features: aluminium rims, navi-
gation, air condition, parking
assistance, power windows,
cruise control, front seat heat-
ing, sliding roof, non-smoking
car, 6 disc CD-changer Includes
a set of summer tires & rims and
w i n t e r  t i r e s  &  r i m s
0162-2963277 hanna_kraft@ho
tmail.com

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Announcements 040 Autos for Sale
- Benelux 150

Automotive 140 Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142
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SCOREBOARD

Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules.
myafn.net

Sports 
on AFN

Golf Soccer Deals

Auto racing

College baseball

Pro basketball

Tennis

Tuesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL —Sus-
pended Colorado RHP Nick Masset three 
games and fined him and Atlanta RHP 
David Carpenter undisclosed amounts 
for throwing at batters during a game 
last week.

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Reinstated 

RHP Miguel Gonzalez from the 15-day DL. 
Designated RHP Josh Stinson for assign-
ment.

BOSTON RED SOX — Designated OF 
Grady Sizemore for assignment. Recalled 
OF Garin Cecchini from Pawtucket (IL). 
Agreed to terms with OF Derek Miller, C 
Alex McKeon, SS Hector Lorenzana, 3B 
Jordan Betts, 1B Sam Travis and RHPs Mi-
chael Kopech, Chandler Shepherd, Kuehl 
McEachern and Brandon Show on minor 
league contracts.

CLEVELAND INDIANS — Agreed to 
terms with OF Bradley Zimmer, 1B Bob-
by Bradley and RHPs Cameron Hill and 
Grant Hockin on minor league contracts.

DETROIT TIGERS — Agreed to terms 
with OF Derek Hill and Michael Gerber; 
RHPs Spencer Turnbull, Jack Fischer. 
Gabe Hemmer Jacob Butler Nate Fury 
Gage Smith Joseph Pankake Paul Voelker 
Josh Heddinger and Adam Ladwig; SSs 
Will Kengor and Garrett Mattlage; LHPs 
Kenton St. John, Trent Szkutnik and Ty-
ler Ford; Cs Grayson Greiner and Michael 
Thomas; 1B Corey Baptist; 3B Will Mad-
dox; and 2B Brett Pirtle and Ross Kivett 
on minor league contracts.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Optioned C 
John Ryan Murphy to Scranton/Wilkes-
Barre (IL). Reinstated C Francisco Cer-
velli from the 60-day DL.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Placed LHP 
Drew Pomeranz on the 15-day DL. Op-
tioned SS Jake Elmore to Sacramento 
(PCL). Recalled RHP Evan Scribner from 
Sacramento. Agreed to terms with SS 
Trace Loehr on a minor league contract.

TEXAS RANGERS — Recalled LHP 
Aaron Poreda from Round Rock (PCL). 
Optioned LHP Robbie Ross, Jr. to Round 
Rock. Agreed to terms with 1B Carlos 
Pena and RHP Austin Pettibone on mi-
nor league contracts. Assigned Pena to 
Round Rock.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Optioned RHP 
Steve Delabar to Buffalo (IL). Recalled 
INF Munenori Kawasaki from Buffalo.

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Optioned 

RHP Will Harris to Reno (PCL). Recalled 
RHP Mike Bolsinger from Reno.

ATLANTA BRAVES — Placed RHP Da-
vid Carpenter on the 15-day DL. Recalled 
RHP Pedro Beato from Gwinnett (IL).

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Agreed to 
terms with RHP Trevor Oaks on a minor 
league contract.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Traded LHP 
Brad Mills to Oakland for cash consider-
ations.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Sent 3B 
Cody Asche to Lehigh Valley (IL) for a re-
hab assignment.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Agreed to 
terms with C Kevin Krause, INF Erik For-
gione and OFs Connor Joe, Jordan Lu-
plow and David Andriese.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Agreed to 
terms with 3B Danny Diekroeger on a mi-

nor league contract.
SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Optioned

OF Daniel Carbonell to Salem-Keizer
(NWL).

American Association
GRAND PRAIRIE AIRHOGS — Signed

RHP Ty’Relle Harris.
LAREDO LEMURS — Released RHPs Joe

Cruz and RHP Sean Tracey and INF Ryan
Flynn.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

MINNESOTA TIMBERWOLVES — Named
Sam Mitchell assistant coach.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Agreed to
terms with QB Johnny Manziel. Released
WR Earl Bennett.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Signed DL 
Seali’i Epenesa.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Announced 
the retirement of CB Eric Wright.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Released
OT Emmett Cleary and LB Steven Jen-
kins.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Agreed to terms 
with WR Derek Hagan and RB Bishop
Sankey. Released WR Lamont Bryant.

Canadian Football League
B.C. LIONS — Released DB Brandon 

McDonald.
HOCKEY

National Hockey League
BUFFALO SABRES — Placed LW Ville

Leino on unconditional waivers.
DALLAS STARS — Bought out the con-

tract of D Aaron Rome.
MONTREAL CANADIENS — Agreed to

terms with F Dale Weise on a two-year 
contract extension.

SAN JOSE SHARKS — Signed G Alex
Stalock and F Mike Brown to two-year 
contracts.

VANCOUVER CANUCKS — Placed LW
David Booth on unconditional waivers.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

MLS — Named Sal Della Monica direc-
tor of communications.

COLLEGE
ARMY — Named Kristen Waagbo

women’s lacrosse coach.
BALL STATE — Announced the NCAA 

has granted immediate eligibility to
men’s basketball transfer Jeremiah Da-
vis III.

LA SALLE — Named Andrew Kroger
women’s assistant volleyball coach.

MARIST — Named Mike Maker men’s
basketball coach.

MARQUETTE — Announced F Gabe 
Levin has transferred from Loyola Mary-
mount.

MINNESOTA STATE-MANKATO 
— Named Bryan Schmid defensive line
coach.

NORTHERN KENTUCKY — Announced 
women’s basketball G Shar’Rae Davis is 
transferring from Youngstown and F Re-
becca Lyttle from Michigan.

PENN STATE — Announced the resig-
nation of athletic director David Joyner, 
effective Aug. 1.

PRINCETON — Named Ron Fogarty
men’s hockey coach.

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN — Announced F
Bobby King will transfer from Florida 
A&M.

THIEL — Named Kelly Barzak women’s 
volleyball coach. 

College World Series
At TD Ameritrade Park Omaha

Omaha, Neb.
Double Elimination

x-if necessary
Saturday, June 14

UC Irvine 3, Texas 1
Vanderbilt 5, Louisville 3

Sunday, June 15
TCU 3, Texas Tech 2
Virginia 2, Mississippi 1

Monday, June 16
Texas 4, Louisville 1, Louisville elimi-

nated
Vanderbilt 6, UC Irvine 4

Tuesday, June 17
Mississippi 2, Texas Tech 1, Texas Tech 

eliminated
Virginia 3, TCU 2, 15 innings

Wednesday, June 18
Game 9 — Texas (44-20) vs. UC Irvine 

(41-24)
Thursday, June 19

Game 10 — Mississippi (47-20) vs. TCU 
(48-17)

Friday, June 20
Game 11 — Vanderbilt (48-19) vs. 

Game 9 winner
Game 12 — Virginia (51-14) vs. Game 

10 winner
Saturday, June 21

x-Game 13 — Vanderbilt vs. Game 9 
winner

x-Game 14 — Game 8 winner vs. Game 
10 winner

Championship Series
(Best-of-3)

Monday, June 23: TBD
Tuesday, June 24: TBD
x-Wednesday, June 25: TBD

Presidents Cup points
At Jack Nicklaus Golf Club Korea

Incheon, South Korea
Oct. 8-11, 2015

Through June 15
United States

 1. Jimmy Walker 2,389
 2. Bubba Watson 2,093
 3. Zach Johnson 1,824
 4. Jordan Spieth 1,808
 5. Dustin Johnson 1,789
 6. Matt Kuchar 1,780
 7. Chris Kirk 1,514
 8. Jim Furyk 1,488
 9. Patrick Reed 1,410
10. Harris English 1,370
11. Webb Simpson 1,357
12. Brendon Todd 1,291
13. Kevin Na 1,279
14. Matt Every 1,226
15. Ryan Moore 1,131

International
 1. Adam Scott Aus 9.24
 2. Jason Day Aus 6.79
 3. Hideki Matsuyama Jpn 5.09
 4. Charl Schwartzel RSA 4.04
 5. Graham DeLaet Can 3.28
 6. Thongchai Jaidee Tha 2.92
 7. Louis Oosthuizen RSA 2.77
 8. Matt Jones Aus 2.61
 9. John Senden Aus 2.53
10. Ernie Els RSA 2.42
11. Richard Sterne RSA 2.22
12. George Coetzee RSA 2.08
13. Koumei Oda Jpn 2.05
14. Marc Leishman Aus 2.02
15. Anirban Lahiri Ind 1.86

2014 Ryder Cup points 
 At Gleneagles Hotel
Gleneagles, Scotland

Sept. 26-28, 2014
Through June 15

United States
 1. Bubba Watson 6,704.656
 2. Jimmy Walker 5,379.505
 3. Dustin Johnson 4,812.202
 4. Matt Kuchar 4,684.187
 5. Jordan Spieth 4,422.573
 6. Jim Furyk 4,302.834
 7. Rickie Fowler 3,831.433
 8. Jason Dufner 3,466.285
 9. Patrick Reed 3,132.032
10. Phil Mickelson 3,095.086
11. Chris Kirk 3,020.729
12. Zach Johnson 2,888.578
13. Harris English 2,770.723
14. Kevin Na 2,735.506
15. Brendon Todd 2,713.691

Europe
European Points

 1. Victor Dubuisson 2,471,846.88
 2. Thomas Bjorn 2,221,181.94
 3. Henrik Stenson 2,217,738.96
 4. Jamie Donaldson 2,207,861.25
 5. Martin Kaymer 1,907,592.41
 6. Ian Poulter 1,905,382.94
 7. Rory McIlroy 1,771,417.14
 8. Joost Luiten 1,515,908.28
 9. Miguel Angel Jimenez 1,494,140.81
10. Stephen Gallacher 1,264,312.68

World Points
 1. Henrik Stenson 325.54
 2. Rory McIlroy 253.19
 3. Martin Kaymer 240.77
 4. Sergio Garcia 239.66
 5. Thomas Bjorn 180.12
 6. Victor Dubuisson 172.97
 7. Luke Donald 156.78
 8. Justin Rose 155.73
 9. Ian Poulter 147.43
10. Jamie Donaldson 145.63

FedEx Cup leaders 
 Through June 15

Rank Player Points YTD Money
  1. Jimmy Walker 2,322 $4,933,790
  2. Bubba Watson 2,048 $4,978,679
  3. Matt Kuchar 1,690 $3,723,281
  4. Dustin Johnson 1,666 $4,072,230
  5. Martin Kaymer 1,509 $3,938,602
  6. Jordan Spieth 1,495 $3,487,698
  7. Chris Kirk 1,469 $2,843,681
  8. Patrick Reed 1,398 $3,085,229
  9. Harris English 1,349 $2,633,476
 10. Brendon Todd 1,291 $2,595,457
 11. Kevin Na 1,279 $2,560,907
 12. Adam Scott 1,230 $2,733,165
 13. Jim Furyk 1,230 $3,076,615
 14. Matt Every 1,196 $2,404,426
 15. Zach Johnson 1,182 $2,353,997
 16. Webb Simpson 1,171 $2,451,184
 17. Hideki Matsuyama 1,159 $2,330,671
 18. John Senden 1,080 $2,163,404
 19. Ryan Moore 1,064 $2,337,722
 20. Keegan Bradley 982 $2,036,590
 21. Kevin Stadler 982 $1,990,773
 22. Gary Woodland 958 $2,067,527
 23. Charles Howell III 957 $1,778,539
 24. Graham DeLaet 954 $2,071,196
 25. Rickie Fowler 941 $2,406,407
 26. Ryan Palmer 931 $1,798,213
 27. Jason Day 913 $2,362,090
 28. J.B. Holmes 899 $1,995,274
 29. Will MacKenzie 880 $1,782,250
 30. Matt Jones 874 $1,759,235
 31. Seung-Yul Noh 873 $1,727,687
 32. Brian Stuard 853 $1,653,919
 33. Bill Haas 848 $1,502,571
 34. Sergio Garcia 836 $2,094,670
 35. Rory McIlroy 832 $1,970,108
 36. Charley Hoffman 817 $1,467,956
 37. Russell Henley 796 $1,656,892
 38. Russell Knox 793 $1,247,924
 39. Jason Dufner 774 $1,583,086
 40. Brian Harman 744 $1,340,934
 41. Justin Rose 740 $1,852,858
 42. Daniel Summerhays 739 $1,242,899
 43. Erik Compton 724 $1,652,563
 44. Ben Crane 710 $1,354,974
 45. Chesson Hadley 705 $1,340,173
 46. Graeme McDowell 691 $1,467,563
 47. Jason Bohn 689 $1,329,659
 48. Luke Donald 688 $1,325,800
 49. Ryo Ishikawa 680 $1,266,138
 50. Steven Bowditch 673 $1,356,069

NASCAR Sprint Cup leaders
Through June 15

1. Jeff Gordon, 537.
2. Jimmie Johnson, 522.
3. Dale Earnhardt Jr., 514.
4. Matt Kenseth, 513.
5. Brad Keselowski, 490.
6. Carl Edwards, 462.
7. Joey Logano, 454.
8. Kyle Larson, 454.
9. Kevin Harvick, 447.
10. Kyle Busch, 446.
11. Ryan Newman, 440.
12. Denny Hamlin, 435.
13. Paul Menard, 420.
14. Clint Bowyer, 417.
15. Greg Biffle, 409.
16. Tony Stewart, 402.
17. Austin Dillon, 400.
18. Brian Vickers, 394.
19. Kasey Kahne, 391.
20. Jamie McMurray, 384.
21. AJ Allmendinger, 382.
22. Aric Almirola, 379.
23. Marcos Ambrose, 370.
24. Casey Mears, 342.
25. Martin Truex Jr., 331.
26. Kurt Busch, 315.
27. Ricky Stenhouse Jr., 307.
28. Danica Patrick, 273.
29. Justin Allgaier, 269.
30. Michael Annett, 235.
31. Cole Whitt, 211.
32. David Gilliland, 209.
33. David Ragan, 190.
34. Reed Sorenson, 187.
35. Alex Bowman, 173.

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

  W  L  T  Pts  GF  GA
D.C.  7  4  4  25  22  16
New England  7  5  2  23  21  18
Sporting KC  6  5  4  22  21  14
Toronto FC  6  4  1  19  15  13
New York  4  5  6  18  22  22
Columbus  4  5  6  18  18  18
Houston  5  9  2  17  16  29
Philadelphia  3  7  6  15  22  27
Chicago  2  4  8  14  22  25
Montreal  2  7  4  10  13  26

WESTERN CONFERENCE
  W  L  T  Pts  GF  GA
Seattle  10  3  2  32  32  23
Real Salt Lake  6  2  7  25  25  21
Colorado  6  5  4  22  21  18
FC Dallas  6  7  4  22  28  28
Vancouver  5  2  6  21  25  20
Portland  4  4  8  20  28  27
Los Angeles  4  3  5  17  16  11
San Jose  4  5  4  16  15  14
Chivas USA  2  7  5  11  14  26

NOTE: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Wednesday’s games
D.C. United 4, Montreal 2
Portland 2, FC Dallas 2, tie

Wednesday, June 25
Montreal at Vancouver

Friday, June 27
Toronto FC at New York
Sporting Kansas City at Portland

Saturday, June 28
Seattle FC at D.C. United
Philadelphia at New England
FC Dallas at Columbus
Vancouver at Colorado
Real Salt Lake at Chivas USA
Los Angeles at San Jose

Sunday, June 29
Houston at Montreal

US Cup
 FOURTH ROUND

Wednesday, June 11
Houston Dynamo (MLS) 1, Laredo 

Heat (PDL) 0
San Jose Earthquakes (MLS) 2, Sacra-

mento Republic (USL PRO) 1
Saturday, June 14
Real Salt Lake (MLS) 1, Atlanta Silver-

backs (NASL) 2
Chivas USA (MLS) 1, Carolina Rail-

Hawks (NASL) 1, Carolina advances 3-2 
on penalty kicks

New York Red Bulls (MLS) 0, New York 
Cosmos (NASL) 3

Tuesday, June 17
Harrisburg City Islanders (USL PRO) 1, 

Philadelphia Union (MLS) 1, Philadelphia 
advances 3-1 on penalty kicks

D.C. United (MLS) 0, Rochester Rhinos 
(USL PRO) 1

Indy Eleven (NASL) 1, Columbus Crew 
(MLS) 1, Columbus advances 2-1 on pen-
alty kicks

San Antonio Scorpions (NASL) 0, FC 
Dallas (MLS) 2

Orlando City (USL PRO) 2, Colorado 
Rapids (MLS) 5

Orlando City U23s (PDL) 0, Portland 
Timbers (MLS) 3

Wednesday, June 18
New England Revolution (MLS) at 

Richmond Kickers (USL PRO)
Pittsburgh Riverhounds (USL PRO) at 

Chicago Fire (MLS)
Minnesota United (NASL) at Sporting 

Kansas City (MLS)
PSA Elite (USASA) vs. Seattle Sound-

ers (MLS) at Tukwila, Wash.
Los Angeles Galaxy (MLS) at Arizona 

United (USL PRO)
FIFTH ROUND

June 24-25
Los Angeles Galaxy-Arizona United 

winner at Carolina RailHawks
Columbus Crew (MLS) at Chicago Fire 

OR Pittsburgh Riverhounds at Columbus 
Crew-Indy Eleven winner

Atlanta Silverbacks at Colorado Rap-
ids

Rochester Rhinos at New England-
Richmond Kickers winner

FC Dallas at Houston Dynamo
New York Cosmos at Philadelphia 

Union
San Jose Earthquakes at Seattle 

Sounders OR PSA Elite (USASA) at San 
Jose Earthquakes

Portland Timbers at Sporting Kansas 
City-Minnesota United winner 

NWSL
 W  L  T  Pts  GF  GA
Seattle  9  0  2  29  25  9
FC Kansas City  7  4  3  24  23  17
Chicago  6  4  2  20  18  12
Washington  6  6  1  19  21  24
Portland  5  4  2  17  12  15
Western NY  4  6  2  14  20  16
Houston  4  8  1  13  16  23
Sky Blue FC  2  6  5  11  13  23
Boston  3  8  0  9  15  24

NOTE: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Saturday’s games
FC Kansas City 2, Houston 1

Sunday’s games
Chicago 2, Sky Blue FC 2, tie
Portland 2, Washington 0

Wednesday, June 18
Chicago at Western New York

Thursday, June 19
Seattle FC at Boston

Saturday, June 21
Portland at Washington
Chicago at FC Kansas City

Sunday, June 22
Boston at Sky Blue FC
Seattle FC at Western New York

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

  W  L  Pct  GB
Atlanta  7  3  .700  — 
Connecticut  7  6  .538 1½
Chicago  5  5  .500  2 
Indiana  5  5  .500 2 
Washington  5  6  .455  2½
New York  3  8  .273 4½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
  W  L  Pct  GB
Minnesota  9  3  .750  — 
Phoenix  7  3  .700  1 
San Antonio  5  6  .455 3½
Tulsa  4  5  .444 3½
Seattle  5  8  .385 4½
Los Angeles  3  7  .300 5 

Monday’s games
No games scheduled

Tuesday’s games
Connecticut 89, Indiana 67
Minnesota 94, Los Angeles 77

Wednesday’s games
Washington at Atlanta
New York at Chicago
Minnesota at Phoenix

Thursday’s Games
San Antonio at Seattle
Tulsa at Los Angeles

 AEGON Championships
Tuesday

At Devonshire Park
Eastbourne, England

Purse: ATP, $681,200 (WT250); WTA, 
$710,000 (Premier)

Surface: Grass-Outdoor
Singles

Men
First Round

Julien Benneteau, France, def. Yen-
hsun Lu, Taiwan, 6-2, 6-4.

Edouard Roger-Vasselin, France, def. 
Andrey Kuznetsov, Russia, 6-3, 6-4.

Jarkko Nieminen, Finland, def. Santia-
go Giraldo (7), Colombia, 6-3, 6-7 (5), 6-3.

Donald Young, United States, def. 
James Ward, Britain, 6-3, 6-2.

Women
First Round
Daniela Hantuchova, Slovakia, def. Ro-

berta Vinci, Italy, 7-5, 6-1.
Johanna Konta, Britain, def. Belinda 

Bencic, Switzerland, 6-3, 6-2.
Varvara Lepchenko, United States, def. 

Zhang Shuai, China, 5-7, 6-4, 6-1.
Flavia Pennetta (6), Italy, def. Hsieh 

Su-wei, Taiwan, 6-3, 6-3.
Camila Giorgi, Italy, def. Victoria Aza-

renka (4), Belarus, 4-6, 6-3, 7-5.
Lauren Davis, United States, def. Sara 

Errani (7), Italy, 7-6 (5), 6-2.
Ekaterina Makarova, Russia, def. Fran-

cesca Schiavone, Italy, 7-5, 6-3.
Petra Kvitova (2), C. Republic, def. Lu-

cie Safarova, C. Republic, 6-1, 5-7, 7-6 (4).
Madison Keys, United States, def. Jele-

na Jankovic (3), Serbia, 6-3, 6-3.
Heather Watson, Britain, def. Tsvetana 

Pironkova, Bulgaria, 3-6, 7-5, 6-2.

Topshelf Open
Tuesday

At Autotron Rosmalen
Den Bosch, Netherlands

Purse: ATP, $658,000 (WT250); WTA, 
$250,000 (Intl.)

Surface: Grass-Outdoor
Singles

Men
First Round

Jurgen Melzer (8), Austria, def. Alejan-

dro Falla, Colombia, 6-4, 6-3.
Fernando Verdasco (2), Spain, def.

Paul-Henri Mathieu, France, 2-6, 6-4, 6-4.
Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. Lu-

kas Rosol, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-2.
Mate Pavic, Croatia, def. Alejandro

Gonzalez, Colombia, 7-6 (4), 6-3.
Roberto Bautista Agut (3), Spain, def.

Daniel Gimeno-Traver, Spain, 6-1, 6-3.
Joao Sousa, Portugal, def. Paolo

Lorenzi, Italy, 6-3, 3-6, 6-3.
Nicolas Mahut (7), France, def. Kim-

mer Coppejans, Belgium, 6-3, 3-6, 6-3.
Women

First Round
Carla Suarez Navarro (4), Spain, def.

Barbora Zahlavova Strycova, Czech Re-
public, 6-4, 6-2.

Vania King, United States, def. Eugenie 
Bouchard (3), Canada, 2-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Simona Halep (1), Romania, def. Olga 
Govortsova, Belarus, 7-5, 6-2.

Second Round
Yaroslava Shvedova, Kazakhstan, def.

Dominika Cibulkova (2), Slovakia, 6-2, 3-
6, 6-3.

Garbine Muguruza (7), Spain, def.
Yvonne Meusburger, Austria, 6-4, 6-1.

Magdalena Rybarikova, Slovakia, def. 
Andrea Petkovic (5), Germany, 6-4, 6-7 
(4), 7-5.

Wimbledon top seedings
1. Novak Djokovic, Serbia (2)
2. Rafael Nadal, Spain (1)
3. Andy Murray, Britain (5)
4. Roger Federer, Switzerland (4)
5. Stan Wawrinka, Switzerland (3)
6. Tomas Berdych, Czech Republic (6)
7. David Ferrer, Spain (7)
8. Milos Raonic, Canada (9)
9. John Isner, United States (11)
10. Kei Nishikori, Japan (12)

Women
1. Serena Williams, United States (1)
2. Li Na, China (2)
3. Simona Halep, Romania (3)
4. Agnieszka Radwanska, Poland (4)
5. Maria Sharapova, Russia (5)
6. Petra Kvitova, Czech Republic (6)
7. Jelena Jankovic, Serbia (7)
8. Victoria Azarenka, Belarus (8)
9. Angeliq ue Kerber, Germany (9)
10. Dominika Cibulkova, Slovakia (10)
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MLB SCOREBOARD
American League

East Division
 W L Pct GB
Toronto 41 31 .569 —
New York 36 33 .522  3A
Baltimore 36 34 .514  4
Boston 33 38 .465  7A
Tampa Bay 28 44 .389 13

Central Division
Kansas City 38 32 .543 —
Detroit 36 31 .537   A
Cleveland 36 36 .500  3
Chicago 34 37 .479  4A
Minnesota 32 37 .464  5A

West Division
Oakland 43 28 .606 —
Los Angeles 38 32 .543  4A
Seattle 37 34 .521  6
Texas 35 36 .493  8
Houston 32 40 .444 11A

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Washington 36 33 .522 —
Atlanta 36 34 .514   A
Miami 36 34 .514   A
Philadelphia 31 38 .449  5
New York 31 40 .437  6

Central Division
Milwaukee 43 29 .597 —
St. Louis 39 32 .549  3A
Cincinnati 34 35 .493  7A
Pittsburgh 34 36 .486  8
Chicago 29 40 .420 12A

West Division
San Francisco 43 28 .606 —
Los Angeles 39 34 .534  5
Colorado 34 37 .479  9
San Diego 29 42 .408 14
Arizona 30 44 .405 14A

Monday’s games
Cleveland 4, L.A. Angels 3
Kansas City 11, Detroit 8
Tampa Bay 5, Baltimore 4
Boston 1, Minnesota 0
Texas 14, Oakland 8
Chicago Cubs 5, Miami 4, 13 innings
Philadelphia 6, Atlanta 1, 13 innings
St. Louis 6, N.Y. Mets 2
Milwaukee 9, Arizona 3
L.A. Dodgers 6, Colorado 1
Seattle 5, San Diego 1

Tuesday’s games
L.A. Angels 9, Cleveland 3
N.Y. Yankees 3, Toronto 1
Kansas City 11, Detroit 4
Baltimore 7, Tampa Bay 5
Boston 2, Minnesota 1
Oakland 10, Texas 6
Seattle 6, San Diego 1
Cincinnati 6, Pittsburgh 5
Washington 6, Houston 5
Miami 6, Chicago Cubs 5
Philadelphia 5, Atlanta 2
Chicago White Sox 8, San Francisco 2
St. Louis 5, N.Y. Mets 2
Milwaukee 7, Arizona 5
L.A. Dodgers 4, Colorado 2

Wednesday’s games
Kansas City at Detroit
Baltimore at Tampa Bay
Minnesota at Boston
Texas at Oakland
L.A. Angels at Cleveland
Toronto at N.Y. Yankees
Philadelphia at Atlanta
Chicago Cubs at Miami
N.Y. Mets at St. Louis
San Francisco at Chicago White Sox
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh
Houston at Washington
Milwaukee at Arizona
Colorado at L.A. Dodgers
Seattle at San Diego

Thursday’s games
L.A. Angels (Richards 6-2) at Cleveland 

(McAllister 3-4)
Kansas City (Duffy 4-5) at Detroit 

(A.Sanchez 3-2)
Toronto (Hutchison 5-4) at N.Y. Yan-

kees (Phelps 2-4)
Houston (McHugh 4-4) at Tampa Bay 

(Archer 3-4)
Chicago White Sox (Quintana 3-7) at 

Minnesota (Pino 0-0)
Boston (Peavy 1-4) at Oakland (Kazmir 

8-2)
Cincinnati (Bailey 7-3) at Pittsburgh 

(Locke 0-1)
Milwaukee (Gallardo 4-4) at Arizona 

(C.Anderson 5-1)
Seattle (E.Ramirez 1-4) at San Diego 

(Hahn 1-1)
Atlanta (Floyd 1-2) at Washington 

(Zimmermann 5-3)
N.Y. Mets (Z.Wheeler 2-7) at Miami 

(Heaney 0-0)
Philadelphia (Buchanan 2-3) at St. 

Louis (S.Miller 7-5)

Tuesday
Red Sox 2, Twins 1

Minnesota     Boston
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
DSantn ss 4 1 2 0 Holt cf-rf 4 2 2 0
Dozier 2b 3 0 0 0 Bogarts 3b 3 0 1 1
Mauer 1b 4 0 1 1 Pedroia 2b 4 0 2 1
Wlngh lf 3 0 0 0 D.Ortiz dh 4 0 1 0
KMorls dh 4 0 0 0 Napoli 1b 3 0 1 0
Arcia rf 4 0 0 0 Nava rf 3 0 0 0
KSuzuk c 3 0 1 0 BrdlyJr cf 0 0 0 0
EEscor 3b 2 0 0 0 JGoms lf 3 0 0 0
Fuld cf 3 0 0 0 Drew ss 3 0 1 0
     D.Ross c 3 0 0 0
Totals 30 1 4 1 Totals 30 2 8 2
Minnesota 000 001 000—1
Boston 101 000 00x—2

LOB—Minnesota 5, Boston 5. 2B—
D.Santana (6), Mauer (11), Holt (12), Pe-
droia (22), Drew (2). SB—D.Santana (6), 
Holt (5). S—Dozier. SF—Bogaerts. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Minnesota
P.Hughes L,7-3 8 8 2 2 0 6
Boston
Lester W,8-7 6B 4 1 1 1 6
Badenhop H,4  B 0 0 0 0 0
Breslow H,2  B 0 0 0 1 0
Tazawa H,7 1 0 0 0 0 3
Mujica S,2-3 1 0 0 0 0 2

T—2:48. A—36,835 (37,071).    

Mariners 6, Padres 1
San Diego     Seattle
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Denorfi lf 4 0 0 0 J.Jones cf 5 1 3 0
ECarer ss 4 0 1 0 Romer rf 4 1 1 0
Quentin dh 3 0 0 0 Cano 2b 3 2 1 2
Headly 3b 4 0 1 0 Buck dh 2 0 0 0
Medica 1b 3 0 0 0 Seager 3b 4 0 1 2
Rivera c 3 1 1 1 Zunino c 3 0 0 0
Maybin cf 3 0 0 0 Gillespi lf 4 1 0 0
Venale rf 3 0 0 0 JMontr 1b 3 1 1 2
Amarst 2b 3 0 1 0 Morrsn 1b 1 0 0 0
     BMiller ss 4 0 1 0
Totals 30 1 4 1 Totals 33 6 8 6
San Diego 010 000 000—1
Seattle 020 020 20x—6

E—Medica (1). DP—Seattle 1. LOB—
San Diego 3, Seattle 7. 2B—Romero (6), 
Seager (16). HR—Rivera (5), Cano (4), 
J.Montero (1). SB—J.Jones (11). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
San Diego
Stults L,2-9 5 6 4 3 1 5
Stauffer 2 2 2 2 2 2
Thayer 1 0 0 0 0 0
Seattle
Elias W,6-5 7 3 1 1 0 6
Leone 1 1 0 0 0 1
Farquhar 1 0 0 0 0 0

HBP—by Stauffer (Zunino), by Elias 
(Quentin). WP—Stults. T—2:42. A—19,896 
(47,476).    

Angels 9, Indians 3
Los Angeles     Cleveland
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Calhon rf 5 3 4 2 Bourn cf 4 0 1 0
Trout cf 5 2 3 4 ACarer ss 4 0 1 0
Pujols 1b 4 1 0 1 Kipnis 2b 4 1 1 0
JHmltn dh 5 0 2 0 CSantn 1b 3 1 1 1
Aybar ss 4 0 1 0 Chsnhll 3b 4 1 2 1
HKndrc 2b 5 1 3 2 DvMrp rf 4 0 0 1
Freese 3b 5 1 1 0 Swisher dh 4 0 0 0
Ibanez lf 3 1 1 0 YGoms c 3 0 1 0
Cowgill pr-lf 1 0 0 0 Raburn lf 3 0 0 0
Conger c 4 0 0 0 
Totals 41 9 15 9 Totals 33 3 7 3
Los Angeles 100 041 102—9
Cleveland 010 100 001—3

E—A.Cabrera (13). DP—Los Angeles 1, 
Cleveland 1. LOB—Los Angeles 7, Cleve-
land 4. 2B—Trout (18), J.Hamilton (6), 
Aybar (18), H.Kendrick (11), Kipnis (8), 
Y.Gomes (9). HR—Calhoun (5), Trout 2 
(16), H.Kendrick (4), Chisenhall (8). CS—
H.Kendrick (4). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Los Angeles
Shoemaker W,4-1 8 5 2 2 1 10
Frieri 1 2 1 1 0 0
Cleveland
Tomlin L,4-4 5B 11 6 5 0 4
Crockett  C 0 0 0 0 1
Lowe 1C 2 1 1 0 0
Outman 1B 2 2 2 2 1

T—3:08 (Rain delay: 0:11). A—14,639 
(42,487).    

Royals 11, Tigers 4
Kansas City     Detroit
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Aoki rf 2 1 1 0 RDavis lf 4 0 1 0
L.Cain rf 2 0 2 1 Kinsler 2b 4 1 2 1
Infante 2b 3 0 1 3 AnRmn 2b 0 0 0 0
Hosmer 1b 5 0 0 1 MiCarr 1b 2 0 0 1
BButler dh 4 2 2 0 D.Kelly 1b 0 0 0 0
AGordn lf 5 1 2 2 VMrtnz dh 4 1 2 0
S.Perez c 4 2 1 1 JMrtnz rf 4 1 3 0
Hayes c 0 0 0 0 Cstllns 3b 4 0 0 1
Mostks 3b 5 1 1 2 AJcksn cf 4 0 1 1
AEscor ss 5 3 3 0 Avila c 2 1 0 0
JDyson cf 5 1 2 1 Holady c 1 0 0 0
     Suarez ss 4 0 1 0
Totals 40 11 15 11 Totals 33 4 10 4
Kansas City 070 030 100—11
Detroit 020 010 010— 4

E—A.Escobar (5), J.Martinez (2). 
DP—Kansas City 4, Detroit 2. LOB—Kan-
sas City 7, Detroit 5. 2B—A.Gordon 
(21), J.Martinez (9). HR—A.Gordon (8), 
Moustakas (7), Kinsler (7). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Kansas City
Ventura W,5-5 7 8 3 3 2 4
L.Coleman 1 2 1 1 1 0
Crow 1 0 0 0 0 1
Detroit
Scherzer L,8-3 4 10 10 10 1 5
Coke 1 2 0 0 1 0
E.Reed 2 2 1 1 2 1
B.Hardy 1 0 0 0 0 1
Alburquerque 1 1 0 0 0 0

Scherzer pitched to 3 batters in the 
5th. HBP—by Scherzer (L.Cain). PB—
S.Perez. T—3:14. A—34,328 (41,681).

Yankees 3, Blue Jays 1
Toronto     New York
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Reyes ss 4 1 1 1 Gardnr lf 4 1 1 2
MeCarr lf 4 0 1 0 Jeter ss 4 1 2 0
Bautist rf 4 0 0 0 Ellsury cf 4 0 0 0
Encrnc 1b 3 0 1 0 Teixeir 1b 3 0 1 1
Lawrie 3b 4 0 1 0 McCnn c 4 0 0 0
DNavrr c 4 0 0 0 Beltran dh 2 0 0 0
JFrncs dh 3 0 1 0 ISuzuki rf 4 0 0 0
Kawsk 2b 4 0 1 0 BRorts 2b 2 0 0 0
Gose cf 3 0 0 0 KJhnsn 3b 3 1 2 0
Totals 33 1 6 1 Totals 30 3 6 3
Toronto 100 000 000—1
New York 002 010 00x—3

LOB—Toronto 8, New York 7. 2B—
J.Francisco (10), Ke.Johnson (8). 3B—Ka-
wasaki (1). HR—Reyes (5), Gardner (6). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Toronto
Stroman L,3-2 3C 4 2 2 3 2
Loup 1B 2 1 1 0 1
Redmond 2 0 0 0 1 2
Santos 1 0 0 0 0 0
New York
Tanaka W,11-1 6 5 1 1 2 10
Betances H,10 2 0 0 0 0 3
D.Robertson S,17-19 1 1 0 0 0 2

HBP—by Tanaka (Encarnacion). 
WP—Loup, Redmond. T—3:07. A—41,834 
(49,642).

Orioles 7, Rays 5 
Baltimore     Tampa Bay
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Markks rf 5 1 2 0 DJnngs cf 5 1 1 1
Pearce dh 3 2 2 2 Hanign c 0 0 0 0
A.Jones cf 3 1 0 0 Joyce rf 4 1 2 0
C.Davis 1b 4 1 1 4 Sands ph 1 0 0 0
N.Cruz lf 4 0 0 0 Longori dh 5 1 1 0
Lough lf 0 0 0 0 Loney 1b 4 0 1 2
JHardy ss 4 0 0 0 Zobrist 2b-lf 4 1 1 0
Machd 3b 4 0 1 0 DeJess lf 2 0 2 0
Schoop 2b 4 1 1 0 Forsth ph-2b 1 0 1 0
CJosph c 4 1 1 0 YEscor ss 3 0 0 1
JMolin c 3 0 0 0
Kiermr ph-cf 1 0 1 0
SRdrgz 3b 4 1 1 1
Totals 35 7 8 6 Totals 37 5 11 5
Baltimore 005 000 200—7
Tampa Bay 002 020 010—5

E—A.Jones (4). DP—Baltimore 1. LOB—
Baltimore 6, Tampa Bay 8. 2B—Markakis 
(14), Pearce (7), C.Joseph (3), Joyce (13), 
Loney (18), Zobrist (12). HR—Pearce (5), 
C.Davis (12), De.Jennings (6), S.Rodriguez 
(7). SF—Y.Escobar.
 IP H R ER BB SO
Baltimore
M.Gonzalez W,4-4 5 8 4 4 2 5
R.Webb H,11 1C 0 0 0 0 1
Matusz H,9  B 1 1 1 0 1
O’Day H,9 1 2 0 0 0 1
Z.Britton S,8-9 1 0 0 0 0 0
Tampa Bay
Bedard L,3-5 4 4 5 5 2 3
Yates 2 0 0 0 1 3
Boxberger 1 2 2 2 0 2
Balfour 1 1 0 0 0 1
C.Ramos 1 1 0 0 1 0

Bedard pitched to 1 batter in the 5th. 
Matusz pitched to 1 batter in the 8th. 
HBP—by Bedard (A.Jones). WP—Be-
dard. PB—C.Joseph. T—3:31. A—10,803 
(31,042).

Reds 6, Pirates 5
Cincinnati     Pittsburgh
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
BHmltn cf 4 2 3 0 Polanc rf 4 0 1 0
Frazier 3b 5 2 2 1 SMarte lf 5 2 2 0
Votto 1b 5 0 2 3 AMcCt cf 4 1 1 0
Phillips 2b 5 1 2 0 I.Davis 1b 4 1 2 1
Bruce rf 5 1 1 0 RMartn c 2 1 1 2
AChpm p 0 0 0 0 PAlvrz 3b 3 0 0 0
Ludwck lf 3 0 2 1 GSnchz ph 1 0 0 0
LeCure p 0 0 0 0 Melncn p 0 0 0 0
MParr p 0 0 0 0 Grilli p 0 0 0 0
Ondrsk p 0 0 0 0 CStwrt ph 0 0 0 0
Berndn rf 0 0 0 0 JHrrsn 2b-3b 5 0 4 2
B.Pena c 4 0 0 1 Mercer ss 5 0 2 0
Cozart ss 4 0 1 0 Cumptn p 1 0 0 0
Cueto p 3 0 0 0 Tabata ph 1 0 0 0
Heisey lf 1 0 0 0 JuWlsn p 0 0 0 0
     JGomz p 0 0 0 0
     Barmes 2b 2 0 0 0
Totals 39 6 13 6 Totals 37 5 13 5
Cincinnati 100 200 201—6
Pittsburgh 011 000 300—5

E—R.Martin (1), P.Alvarez (17). DP—
Cincinnati 1, Pittsburgh 2. LOB—Cincin-
nati 8, Pittsburgh 13. 2B—B.Hamilton (9), 
Bruce (10), A.McCutchen (22), I.Davis (9), 
J.Harrison (10). HR—Frazier (16). SB—
B.Hamilton 3 (28), Frazier (7), J.Harrison (3), 
Mercer (1). CS—Tabata (2). S—Cumpton.
 IP H R ER BB SO
Cincinnati
Cueto 6 7 2 2 4 2
LeCure H,10  B 3 3 3 1 0
M.Parra H,10  B 0 0 0 0 1
Ondrsk W,2-2 BS,3-3 1B 2 0 0 1 2
A.Chapman S,12-13 1 1 0 0 1 2
Pittsburgh
Cumpton 6 8 3 3 1 4
Ju.Wilson  C 3 2 2 0 1
J.Gomez  B 0 0 0 1 0
Melancon 1 0 0 0 0 0
Grilli L,0-2 1 2 1 1 0 0

WP—LeCure. T—3:54. A—23,565 (38,362).

Nationals 6, Astros 5
Houston     Washington
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Fowler cf 5 1 2 1 Span cf 4 2 2 0
Altuve 2b 5 1 4 2 Rendon 3b 4 1 2 3
Springr rf 4 0 2 0 Werth rf 4 1 0 0
Singltn 1b 5 0 1 0 LaRoch 1b 2 0 0 0
JCastro c 4 1 1 0 Zmrmn lf 4 1 2 2
MGnzlz pr 0 0 0 0 Dsmnd ss 3 0 1 1
MDmn 3b 5 1 2 1 Espinos 2b 4 0 0 0
Villar ss 5 1 2 1 Loaton c 4 0 0 0
Grssmn lf 3 0 0 0 Roark p 2 0 1 0
Frnswr p 0 0 0 0 Stmmn p 0 0 0 0
Willims p 0 0 0 0 Hairstn ph 0 1 0 0
Carter ph 1 0 0 0 Storen p 0 0 0 0
Sipp p 0 0 0 0 Clipprd p 0 0 0 0
Zeid p 0 0 0 0 Barrett p 0 0 0 0
Keuchl p 1 0 0 0 Frndsn ph 1 0 1 0
DDwns p 0 0 0 0 RSorin p 0 0 0 0
Presley lf 2 0 0 0 
Totals 40 5 14 5 Totals 32 6 9 6
Houston 000 100 040—5
Washington 202 002 00x—6

E—Rendon (8). DP—Washington 2. 
LOB—Houston 11, Washington 9. 2B—Al-
tuve 2 (23), M.Dominguez (12), Rendon 
2 (13), Zimmerman 2 (9). SB—Span (10). 
S—Span. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Houston
Keuchel L,8-4 5 6 4 4 4 4
D.Downs  B 1 2 2 1 0
Farnsworth 1 1 0 0 1 1
Williams  C 0 0 0 0 2
Sipp  C 1 0 0 0 1
Zeid  B 0 0 0 0 1
Washington
Roark W,6-4 5 7 1 1 2 4
Stammen H,2 1 1 0 0 0 1
Storen 1 1 0 0 0 0
Clippard  C 5 4 4 0 2
Barrett H,3  B 0 0 0 0 0
R.Soriano S,14-16 1 0 0 0 1 0

WP—Farnsworth. T—3:41. A—29,960 
(41,408).

White Sox 8, Giants 2
San Francisco     Chicago
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Blanco lf 3 1 0 0 Eaton cf 4 1 2 1
Pence rf 5 1 2 1 GBckh 2b 4 1 1 2
Posey dh 4 0 1 1 Gillaspi 3b 4 1 2 0
Sandovl 3b 4 0 2 0 JAreu 1b 4 1 1 0
Morse 1b 4 0 1 0 A.Dunn dh 4 1 1 1
HSnchz c 4 0 0 0 AlRmrz ss 4 1 1 0
BCrwfr ss 4 0 1 0 Viciedo rf 4 2 2 2
J.Perez cf 4 0 0 0 De Aza lf 4 0 0 0
B.Hicks 2b 2 0 0 0 Flowrs c 2 0 0 1
Totals 34 2 7 2 Totals 34 8 10 7
San Francisco 101 000 000—2
Chicago 002 330 00x—8

E—B.Crawford (9), Al.Ramirez (7). 
DP—Chicago 1. LOB—San Francisco 9, 
Chicago 3. HR—Pence (10), G.Beckham 
(5), Viciedo (6). SB—Eaton (6). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
San Francisco
M.Cain L,1-5 5 10 8 7 1 3
Petit 3 0 0 0 0 3
Chicago
Joh.Danks W,6-5 6B 5 2 1 3 4
Guerra  C 1 0 0 0 0
Putnam 1 1 0 0 0 1
D.Webb 1 0 0 0 1 0

WP—M.Cain. T—2:42. A—25,278 
(40,615).    

Brewers 7, Diamondbacks 5
Milwaukee     Arizona
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Gennett 2b 5 1 3 0 Gregrs 2b 4 1 0 0
Braun rf 4 1 1 0 GParra rf 5 1 2 0
Lucroy c 5 2 3 5 Gldsch 1b 2 2 0 0
ArRmr 3b 4 1 1 1 MMntr c 5 0 1 1
KDavis lf 4 0 0 0 Prado 3b 4 0 1 2
MrRynl 1b 4 0 0 0 DPerlt cf 4 0 0 1
Segura ss 4 1 2 0 Owings ss 3 0 1 0
EHerrr cf 3 0 0 1 Kschnc lf 4 1 1 1
Lohse p 2 0 0 0 Bolsngr p 3 0 0 0
Overay ph 1 1 1 0 EMrshl p 0 0 0 0
WSmith p 0 0 0 0 Ziegler p 0 0 0 0
Kintzlr p 0 0 0 0 Delgad p 0 0 0 0
RWeks ph 1 0 0 0 C.Ross ph 1 0 1 0
FrRdrg p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 37 7 11 7 Totals 35 5 7 5
Milwaukee 010 001 500—7
Arizona 300 010 001—5

E—Gennett (5), Prado (12). LOB—Mil-
waukee 5, Arizona 8. 2B—Gennett (17), 
Owings (14). 3B—Segura 2 (4). HR—Lu-
croy 2 (8), Ar.Ramirez (8), Kieschnick (1). 
SF—E.Herrera.
 IP H R ER BB SO
Milwaukee
Lohse W,8-2 6 4 4 3 3 3
W.Smith H,16 1 0 0 0 0 1
Kintzler H,5 1 0 0 0 0 1
Fr.Rodriguez S,22-24 1 3 1 1 0 2
Arizona
Bolsinger 6B 7 3 3 0 6
E.Marshall L,2-2 0 2 3 3 0 0
Ziegler BS,4-5  C 1 1 1 0 2
Delgado 2 1 0 0 0 5

E.Marshall pitched to 3 batters in the 
7th. HBP—by Lohse (Gregorius, Owings), 
by E.Marshall (Braun). T—2:52. A—18,148 
(48,633).

Phillies 5, Braves 2
Philadelphia     Atlanta
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Rollins ss 4 1 1 0 Heywrd rf 4 0 2 1
Ruiz c 5 0 2 0 BUpton cf 4 0 1 0
Byrd rf 5 1 1 0 FFrmn 1b 4 0 1 0
Howard 1b 3 1 1 2 J.Upton lf 3 0 0 0
DBrwn lf 4 1 1 1 Beato p 0 0 0 0
Mayrry cf 3 0 0 0 Smmns p 0 0 0 0
Brignc 3b 5 1 2 0 Avilan p 0 0 0 0
CHrndz 2b 4 0 2 1 Doumit ph 1 0 0 0
Kndrck p 2 0 0 0 LaStell 2b 4 0 0 0
Utley ph 0 0 0 0 CJhnsn 3b 4 1 1 0
Diekmn p 0 0 0 0 ASmns ss 3 0 1 0
Papeln p 0 0 0 0 Laird c 2 1 0 0
     ESantn p 1 0 0 0
     JSchafr lf 1 0 0 0
Totals 35 5 10 4 Totals 31 2 6 1
Philadelphia 200 200 001—5
Atlanta 000 010 100—2

E—A.Simmons 2 (5). DP—Philadel-
phia 1, Atlanta 1. LOB—Philadelphia 11, 
Atlanta 4. 2B—Rollins (10), Ruiz (14), 
Brignac (5), Heyward (10), F.Freeman 
(20), C.Johnson (12). HR—Howard (13). 
SB—Byrd (1). CS—C.Hernandez (1). S—
K.Kendrick, E.Santana. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Philadelphia
K.Kendrick W,3-6 7 6 2 2 1 6
Diekman H,9 1 0 0 0 0 2
Papelbon S,16-18 1 0 0 0 0 0
Atlanta
E.Santana L,5-4 6 8 4 3 3 5
Beato 1C 1 0 0 3 2
S.Simmons  B 0 0 0 0 0
Avilan 1 1 1 1 1 0

PB—Laird. T—3:05. A—41,631 (49,586).

Marlins 6, Cubs 5
Chicago     Miami
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Valuen 3b 5 0 2 1 Furcal 2b 5 1 2 2
Ruggin lf 3 0 0 1 Hchvrr ss 5 1 4 0
Rizzo 1b 4 0 0 0 Stanton rf 4 0 0 0
SCastro ss 4 0 1 0 McGeh 3b 2 1 0 0
Schrhlt rf 3 1 1 0 GJones 1b 4 1 1 3
Lake cf 4 1 1 2 Ozuna lf 3 0 0 0
Grimm p 0 0 0 0 Mrsnck cf 4 1 2 0
Barney 2b 4 1 1 0 Realmt c 3 1 0 0
Whitsd c 3 0 1 0 Mathis c 0 0 0 0
JoBakr ph-c 1 0 0 0 DeSclfn p 2 0 0 0
Smrdzj p 1 0 0 1 SDyson p 0 0 0 0
Coghln ph 1 1 1 0 MDunn p 0 0 0 0
Schlittr p 0 0 0 0 Bour ph 1 0 0 0
Sweeny cf 1 1 1 0 Cishek p 0 0 0 0
Totals 34 5 9 5 Totals 33 6 9 5
Chicago 030 000 101—5
Miami 100 200 30x—6

E—Samardzija (3), S.Castro (11). 
DP—Chicago 1. LOB—Chicago 7, Miami 
8. 2B—Valbuena 2 (19), S.Castro (20), 
Sweeney (3). HR—Lake (9), G.Jones (9). 
SB—Barney (1), Whiteside (1). SF—Rug-
giano, Samardzija. 

 IP H R ER BB SO
Chicago
Samardzija 6 7 3 2 3 8
Schlitter L,2-2 BS,2-2 1 2 3 3 1 1
Grimm 1 0 0 0 1 1
Miami
DeSclafani 6B 6 4 4 1 5
S.Dyson W,1-0 1B 2 0 0 1 1
M.Dunn H,10  B 0 0 0 0 0
Cishek S,16-17 1 1 1 0 0 2

HBP—by DeSclafani (Schierholtz).
PB—Whiteside, Mathis. T—3:11. A—
20,860 (37,442).

Athletics 10, Rangers 6
Texas     Oakland
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
DRrtsn cf-lf 5 1 1 1 Crisp cf 4 1 1 1
Andrus ss 4 1 2 0 Jaso c 3 1 2 0
Choo dh 4 0 0 0 DNorrs ph-c 2 1 2 5
ABeltre 3b 3 0 2 1 Cespds lf 4 1 1 0
Rios rf 3 0 0 1 Moss 1b 5 0 0 0
DMrph 1b 2 0 0 0 Lowrie dh 3 1 1 0
Snyder ph-1b 2 0 0 0 Vogt rf 3 1 3 2
Gimenz c 4 1 0 0 Gntry ph-rf 1 0 0 0
Choice lf 2 0 0 0 Cllasp 3b-2b 2 0 2 1
LMartn ph-cf 2 1 1 0 Punto ss 4 1 0 0
Odor 2b 4 2 2 3 Sogard 2b 1 1 0 0
     Dldsn ph-3b 2 2 1 0
Totals 35 6 8 6 Totals 34 10 13 9
Texas 100 011 300— 6
Oakland 021 113 02x—10

E—Rios (4), Odor (3), Donaldson (15). 
DP—Texas 1. LOB—Texas 4, Oakland 7.
2B—Andrus (18), Jaso (9), D.Norris (11).
3B—Odor (3). HR—Odor (3), D.Norris (8).
SB—D.Robertson (1), Sogard 2 (6). SF—
Rios, Crisp. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Texas
Darvish L,7-3 5 8 7 4 5 8
Poreda  C 0 0 0 0 0
Sh.Tolleson  B 2 1 1 0 0
Cotts 1 0 0 0 1 2
Frasor 0 3 2 2 0 0
S.Baker 1 0 0 0 0 1
Oakland
Milone W,5-3 5C 5 3 3 1 3
Otero H,8  C 3 3 2 0 0
Abad H,7  B 0 0 0 0 1
Gregerson H,9 1B 0 0 0 0 1
Doolittle 1 0 0 0 0 2

Darvish pitched to 2 batters in the 6th. 
Frasor pitched to 3 batters in the 8th. 
WP—Darvish. T—3:28. A—21,288 (35,067). 

Dodgers 4, Rockies 2
Colorado     Los Angeles
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Blckmn rf-cf 4 0 1 0 DGordn 2b 4 0 0 0
Dickrsn lf 5 0 3 1 HRmrz ss 3 1 1 2
Tlwtzk ss 5 1 3 0 Triunfl ss 1 1 1 1
Mornea 1b 3 0 0 0 Puig rf 4 0 1 0
Stubbs cf 4 0 1 0 AdGnzl 1b 4 0 0 0
Kahnle p 0 0 0 0 Kemp lf 4 1 1 1
KParkr ph 1 0 0 0 Ethier cf 3 0 1 0
Rosario c 4 0 0 1 A.Ellis c 3 0 1 0
RWhelr 3b 3 0 0 0 Rojas 3b 3 1 2 0
LeMahi 2b 4 0 0 0 Greink p 1 0 0 0
Chacin p 2 0 1 0 JuTrnr ph 1 0 0 0
Rutledg ph 1 1 1 0 Howell p 0 0 0 0
Barnes rf 1 0 1 0 League p 0 0 0 0
     BWilsn p 0 0 0 0
     Jansen p 0 0 0 0
Totals 37 2 11 2 Totals 31 4 8 4
Colorado 000 001 100—2
Los Angeles 002 100 10x—4

E—Tulowitzki (4), D.Gordon (7). DP—
Los Angeles 1. LOB—Colorado 13, Los An-
geles 6. 2B—Dickerson (10), Rutledge (4). 
HR—H.Ramirez (11), Triunfel (1), Kemp
(7). CS—Ethier (2). SF—Rosario. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Colorado
Chacin L,1-5 6 7 3 3 3 5
Kahnle 2 1 1 1 0 4
Los Angeles
Greinke W,9-3 6 6 1 1 2 5
Howell H,15  B 2 1 1 0 0
League H,2  C 0 0 0 1 0
B.Wilson H,11 1 1 0 0 1 0
Jansen S,20-22 1 2 0 0 0 2

WP—Greinke. T—3:33. A—44,175 (56,000).

Cardinals 5, Mets 2 
New York     St. Louis
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Grndrs cf 4 0 1 0 Bourjos cf 4 0 1 1
DnMrp 2b 4 0 0 0 Jay rf 5 1 2 1
DWrght 3b 4 1 2 1 Hollidy lf 4 0 2 1
BAreu rf 4 0 0 0 Craig 1b 4 0 0 0
Duda 1b 3 1 2 1 YMolin c 4 1 1 1
Recker c 2 0 0 0 JhPerlt ss 3 1 1 0
Campll ph 1 0 1 0 M.Ellis 2b 4 0 0 0
Tejada ss 4 0 0 0 Descals 3b 3 2 1 0
Niese p 2 0 0 0 Wacha p 1 0 0 0
CYoung ph 1 0 0 0 Wong ph 1 0 1 1
Matszk p 0 0 0 0 SFrmn p 0 0 0 0
Famili p 0 0 0 0 MAdms ph 1 0 1 0
dnDkkr ph 1 0 0 0 Motte p 0 0 0 0
EYong lf 4 0 1 0 Neshek p 0 0 0 0
Totals 34 2 7 2 Totals 34 5 10 5
New York 000 100 001—2
St. Louis 010 022 00x—5

E—B.Abreu (2), Dan.Murphy (8). LOB—
New York 7, St. Louis 9. 2B—Granderson 
(11), D.Wright (15), Duda (16), Camp-
bell (4), Holliday 2 (17), Jh.Peralta (18). 
3B—Jay (2). HR—D.Wright (5), Duda (9), 
Y.Molina (6). SB—Wong (9). S—Wacha.
 IP H R ER BB SO
New York
Niese L,3-4 6 8 5 3 1 3
Matsuzaka 1 1 0 0 0 2
Familia 1 1 0 0 1 1
St. Louis
Wacha W,5-5 6 5 1 1 2 7
S.Freeman 2 0 0 0 0 1
Motte 0 2 1 1 0 0
Neshek S,2-4 1 0 0 0 0 0

Motte pitched to 2 batters in the 9th.
HBP—by Niese (Descalso). WP—Matsu-
zaka. T—2:36. A—42,209 (45,399).
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BY NOAH TRISTER

The Associated Press

DETROIT — It’s been over 
a decade since the Kansas City 
Royals were in first place this late 
in the season, and try as he might, 
manager Ned Yost couldn’t totally 
downplay the achievement.

He just wants it kept in 
perspective.

“It’s nice. We’ve got a lot of 
games to play. We don’t get all 
geeked up,” Yost said. “It’s better 
than the alternative, trust me.”

Alex Gordon and Mike Mousta-
kas homered as part of a seven-
run second inning, and the Royals 
displaced the Detroit Tigers atop 
the AL Central on Tuesday night 
with an 11-4 victory, their ninth 
in a row.

Kansas City is in first place 
this late in the season for the first 
time since 2003, according to 
STATS. The Royals were leading 
the division in late August that 
year, only to finish third at 83-79. 
They have not made the postsea-
son since winning the World Se-
ries in 1985.

“A lot of games left, so it really 
doesn’t matter, but to say you’re 
in first place, it feels pretty good,” 
designated hitter Billy Butler 
said. “Being in first place any 
time is good — even if it’s after 
the first game.”

Gordon and Moustakas hit two-
run shots off Max Scherzer, and 
Kansas City has won the first two 

games of this four-game series 
emphatically. The Royals, who 
trailed the Tigers by seven games 
after a May 20 loss, now lead De-
troit by a half-game.

Scherzer (8-3) yielded a career 
high-tying 10 runs in four-plus in-
nings. The reigning AL Cy Young 
winner allowed the first eight bat-
ters of the second inning to reach 
base, with Kansas City scoring 
six runs before making an out.

“I’m just not putting guys away 
with two strikes. That’s my prob-
lem,” Scherzer said. “I’ve taken 
punches on the chin before, and 
I’ve come back. I’m not worried 
about that. I just have to get back 
to where I’m putting guys away.”

 Yordano Ventura (5-5) allowed 
three runs and eight hits in seven 
innings.

Ian Kinsler hit a solo homer for 

Detroit.
After winning 86 games in 

2013, Kansas City is hoping to 
unseat the Tigers, who have won 
the last three division titles. De-
troit looked headed for a fourth 
straight year at the top after a 
27-12 start, but now the Tigers 
are facing a surprising number of 
questions about their starting ro-
tation, which was expected to be 
among the best in baseball.

Justin Verlander has slumped 
badly over the last month — he 
took the loss in Kansas City’s 
11-8 victory in the series opener 
Monday. Scherzer threw his first 
career shutout last week, but the 

Royals tagged him for 10 hits in 
his next start Tuesday.

Gordon opened the scoring with 
his two-run drive to right field, 
and Moustakas’ homer made it 4-
0. Omar Infante added a two-run 
single before Eric Hosmer finally 
made the first out of the second 
inning on a tapper to the pitcher. 
Some fans cheered sarcastically, 
even though another run came 
home on the play to make it 7-0.

Verlander and Scherzer com-
bined to allow 17 runs in the first 
two games of this series. That’s the 
most ever by two teammates with 
Cy Young Awards in back-to-back 
team games, according to STATS.

Ventura allowed two runs in
the second, but that was the first
of three consecutive innings in
which Detroit hit into a double
play. With the Royals ahead 10-
2 in the fifth, Ventura walked 
Miguel Cabrera with the bases
loaded, but the hard-throwing
rookie caught a break when a
pitch to Victor Martinez sailed
past catcher Salvador Perez.

The ball bounced hard off the
backstop, right back to Perez, 
and Detroit’s Eugenio Suarez
was caught between third base 
and home. Perez threw to third to 
catch Suarez retreating and end
the inning.
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Yankees’ Tanaka 
shuts down Jays

Lucroy’s slam powers 
Brewers past D-Backs

BY BEN WALKER

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Once Masahiro 
Tanaka overcame that early jolt 
from Jose Reyes, the Japanese 
rookie did just fine.

Tanaka gave up a home run 
to Reyes on the first pitch of the 
game, then earned his major 
league-high 11th victory as the 
New York Yankees beat Toronto 
3-1 Tuesday night for their 14th 
straight home win over the Blue 
Jays.

That was the first time Tanaka 
could remember getting tagged 
so quickly and said it “threw me 
off my rhythm a little bit.”

“Overall, I think my stuff wasn’t 
really there,” he said through a 
translator.

Even so, Tanaka (11-1) struck 
out 10 in six innings and left 
with an AL-best 1.99 ERA. The 
right-hander has made 14 starts 
this season — he’s gone at least 
six innings in every outing and 
never permitted more than three 
earned runs.

“What he’s done is remark-

able,” Yankees manager Joe Gi-
rardi said. “He wins.”

Brett Gardner hit a two-run 
homer off the right-field foul pole 
and the Yankees sent the AL East 
leaders to their seventh loss in 10 
games.

Tanaka made his big league 
debut April 4 at Toronto and 
Melky Cabrera hit a leadoff home 
run on the third pitch.

Reyes provided an even faster 
start with a drive into the lower 
deck in right, and slapped his 
hands as he rounded first.

“I made up my mind before the 
game that I was going to swing 
at the first pitch,” he said. “You 
don’t want to face Tanaka with 
two strikes.”

Said Girardi: “He just threw a 
pitch right down the middle and 
up. Reyes knew what to do.”

“Reyes is familiar with this 
ballpark,” he said. “He went to 
the short part of the park.”

Cabrera followed with a liner be-
tween Tanaka’s legs that knocked 
off the pitcher’s glove. But Tana-
ka scrambled to retrieve the ball 
behind the mound and threw out 

Cabrera, and never again allowed 
a runner past second.

Tanaka gave up five hits and 
walked two in moving ahead of 
Toronto’s Mark Buehrle for the 
most wins in the majors.

  Dellin Betances worked two in-
nings and David Robertson closed 
for his 17th save in 19 tries. New 
York pitchers combined for 15 
strikeouts and became the latest 
staff to slow down the Blue Jays, 
limited to 24 runs in their past 11 
games. 

BY BOB BAUM

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Revenge was 
a fleeting thing for the Arizona 
Diamondbacks. The Milwaukee 
Brewers got their payback the 
very next pitch.

Jonathan Lucroy homered 
twice, including a grand slam in 
an eventful seventh inning, as the 
Brewers made it two in a row over 
Arizona by beating the Diamond-
backs 7-5 on Tuesday night.

Lucroy’s slam to center came 
on Brad Ziegler’s first delivery 
after Arizona reliever Evan Mar-
shall was ejected for hitting Ryan 
Braun with a pitch.

“They won the tough-guy 
points, but I don’t know what the 
stats are for those,” Milwaukee 
starter Kyle Lohse said. “We won 
the game because of that.”

Brewers manager Ron Roe-
nicke called Lucroy’s at-bat “prob-
ably the best I’ve ever seen.”

“After they smoke our guy, 
they bring in their closer, the first 
pitch he sees he hits a grand slam. 
There’s no way an at-bat can get 
bigger than that,” he said.

It was the first grand slam and
only the 16th home run allowed
by Ziegler, who is not usually the
Arizona closer.

The Brewers couldn’t under-
stand why the Diamondbacks
picked that moment to hit Braun.

“We know the way the game
works,” Braun said. “I was sur-
prised I got hit in that situation,
those circumstances — go-ahead
run at second base, tying run at
third.”

Lucroy insisted the Diamond-
backs drilling Braun did not pro-
vide added motivation.

“I’m not about revenge or
payback,” the catcher said. “I’m
just about winning the game. It
worked out for us.”

Marshall (2-2) took the loss,
facing three batters without get-
ting an out after relieving starter
Mike Bolsinger, who was called 
up from the Triple-A Reno Aces
earlier in the day.

Lucroy had a solo homer in the
sixth. Aramis Ramirez also hit a
solo shot for the Brewers.

Lohse (8-2), who had hit three 
batters all season, plunked two in
his six innings.  

PAUL SANCYA/AP 

Royals, from left, Jarrod Dyson, Eric Hosmer, Lorenzo Cain and Alcides Escobar celebrate their 11-4 
over the Tigers on Wednesday in Detroit. The win was Kansas City’s ninth in a row and moved the Royals
past the Tigers into first place in the AL Central division.

KATHY WILLENS/AP 

Yankees pitcher Masahiro 
Tanaka throws to first to put 
out Blue Jays catcher Dioner 
Navarro in the sixth inning on 
Tuesday at Yankee Stadium .

Seven runs in second inning gives 
Kansas City its 9th straight victory

Royals grab AL Central lead from Tigers

The Kansas 
City Royals are 

in first 
place 
this late 
in the season 

for the first time since 
August 2003.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

Did you know
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MLB/COLLEGE BASEBALL

Kendrick, Howard propel
Phils over slumping Braves

UVA wins 15-inning 
marathon over TCU

College World Series roundup

The Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — It took 15 in-
nings, but Nate Irving and Daniel 
Pinero finally got the job done for 
Virginia.

Pinero’s sacrifice fly scored 
pinch runner Thomas Woodruff 
in the bottom of the 15th to give 
Virginia a 3-2 victory over TCU 
on Tuesday night in a game that 
matched the longest in the College 
World Series’ 66-year history.

Before Irving started the in-
ning with a ground-rule double, 
the Cavaliers had 16 batters in a 
row retired.

“You’ve got to string hits to-
gether, you’ve got to find a break 
in this World Series these days, 
because these games are just 
tough to win,” Virginia coach 
Brian O’Connor said.

It was the longest game, as mea-
sured by innings, since Southern 
California beat Florida State 2-1 in 
15 in the 1970 national champion-
ship game. Two other CWS games 
had gone 15. The game went 4 
hours, 51 minutes, making it the 
fourth-longest ever on the clock.

Virginia (51-14), which had a 
walk-off 2-1 win against Missis-
sippi on Sunday in nine innings, 
plays Friday in its bracket final. 
TCU (48-17) plays Ole Miss 
(47-20) in an elimination game 
Thursday.

Artie Lewicki (8-1) got the win 
with two innings of no-hit relief. 
Trey Teakell (6-1) worked 2 1⁄3 
innings and took the loss as play-
ers on both teams, swinging the 
restricted bats that entered the 
game in 2011, struggled to gen-
erate any offense with the wind 
blowing in at up to 30 mph at TD 
Ameritrade Park.

“It’s hard to get offense when 
you’re facing that kind of pitch-
ing, especially ... I got to be care-
ful before I say some things about 
this ballpark that I’ll regret, but 
it’s just a travesty what we’ve 
done to college baseball,” TCU 
coach Jim Schlossnagle said.

TCU pitchers retired every 
Virginia batter in extra innings 
before Irving’s fly to left bounced 
over the wall to start the bottom 
of the 15th. Woodruff entered as a 
pinch runner and moved to third 
on Branden Cogswell’s sacrifice.

Pinero fouled off two squeeze-
bunt attempts before he lofted a
fly to center. Cody Jones’ throw
toward home never had a chance
to get Woodruff. The Cavaliers’
bench and bullpen emptied, mob-
bin Pinero near second base. 

Mississippi 2, Texas Tech 1:
Pinch hitter John Gatlin’s single 
into short right field over a pulled-
in, five-man infield in the bottom
of the ninth inning gave Missis-
sippi a victory over Texas Tech in
an elimination game.

The exciting finish came after 
Texas Tech (45-20) tied it in the 
top of the ninth on a couple dar-
ing steals and a sacrifice fly.

Ole Miss won after Colby Bor-
tles walked with one out. Brantley
Bell hit a comebacker to Cameron
Smith, who tried to force out Bor-
tles at second. But he threw high 
into center field, allowing Bortles
to go to third.

Aaron Greenwood then pinch 
ran for Bortles, Dominic Moreno
came on to face Gatlin and Texas
Tech shifted an extra player to 
the left side of the infield and went
with only two outfielders. Gatlin 
punched a 1-2 pitch over second
base as Greenwood scored and
the celebration was on. 

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Philadelphia 
Phillies manager Ryne Sandberg 
sensed it would be a good night 
for Kyle Kendrick when the right-
hander threw his first six pitches 
for strikes.

“They were quality pitches and 
it pretty much lasted through-
out the outing,” Sandberg said. 
“Probably his best outing of the 
year as far as establishing com-
mand and the quality of pitches.”

Ryan Howard homered, Ken-
drick won consecutive starts 
for the first time in 11 months 
and the Phillies beat the Atlanta 
Braves 5-2 on Tuesday night.

The Phillies, winners of two 
straight and six of eight, got a 
solid start from Kendrick (3-6), 
who had gone 2-11 in his previous 
20 starts since last Aug. 11.

Kendrick allowed six hits and 
two runs with one walk and six 
strikeouts in seven innings.

Not since he beat Washington 
last July 11 and won at the New 
York Mets July 19 had Kendrick 
won two straight starts. The right-
hander was coming off a 7-3 vic-
tory last week against San Diego.

“I was able to get ahead most 
of the night,” Kendrick said. “I 
was down and trying to pound the 
strike zone. I think that was the 
main thing. In the first inning, 
most of (the pitches) were down.”

 Ervin Santana (5-4) continued 
to struggle, giving up eight hits 
and four runs — three earned 
— with three walks in six innings. 
Santana, who struck out five, is 
1-4 with a 6.17 ERA in his last 

seven starts.
“It was a little better, yeah, but 

it was it tough battling out there,” 
Santana said. “The pitch that 
Howard hit was a good pitch. Just 
one of those days.”

The Phillies took a 2-0 lead in 
the first when Jimmy Rollins led 
off with a double and Howard 
hit his 13th homer.  Howard also 
homered in Monday’s 6-1 victory.

“You’re just trying to find some 
real estate, trying to get a good 
pitch to hit,” Howard said. “I 
was fortunate enough to do that. 
It landed on the other side of the 
fence and gave us an early lead.”

 Closer Jonathan Papelbon re-
covered from a blown save Mon-
day to record his 16th save in 18 
chances. Papelbon retired pinch-
hitter Ryan Doumit on a lineout, 
Tommy La Stella on a groundout 
and Johnson on a lineout.

Red Sox 2, Twins 1: Brock 
Holt scored both Boston runs, 
Jon Lester weathered a shaky 
start and pitched six-plus strong 
innings as the Red Sox held off 
visiting Minnesota. 

Mariners 6, Padres 1: Rob-
inson Cano hit a two-run homer 
and Jesus Montero got his first 
big league homer in more than a 
year to help host Seattle sweep a 
two-game set with San Diego. 

Angels 9, Indians 3: Mike 
Trout homered twice and drove 
in four runs, and rookie Matt 
Shoemaker remained unbeaten 
as a starter as Los Angeles beat 
host Cleveland. 

Marlins 6, Cubs 5: Garrett 
Jones hit a three-run homer in the 

seventh inning and Miami rallied 
to beat visiting Chicago. 

Orioles 7, Rays 5: Chris 
Davis hit a replay-delayed grand 
slam to lead Baltimore past host 
Tampa Bay. Davis was awarded 
a slam off Erik Bedard (3-5) dur-
ing a five-run third-inning after 
a video review showed his drive 
struck the foul pole. 

Nationals 6, Astros 5: An-
thony Rendon doubled twice and 
drove in three runs, and Wash-
ington opened a six-game homes-
tand with a win over Houston. 

Dodgers 4, Rockies 2: Hanley 
Ramirez homered before leaving 
with a hand injury, and Zack Gre-
inke pitched host Los Angeles to a 
win over Colorado. 

Cardinals 5, Mets 2: Michael 
Wacha escaped a pair of jams 
with strikeouts, Yadier Molina 
hit his first homer in nearly four 
weeks and host St. Louis won for 
the eighth time in nine games . 

Reds 6, Pirates 5: Todd Fra-
zier led off the ninth inning with 
a tiebreaking homer, lifting vis-
iting Cincinnati past Pittsburgh 
after the Reds’ bullpen blew a 
three-run lead. 

Athletics 10, Rangers 6: 
Derek Norris homered and drove 
in five runs, Stephen Vogt was 
3-for-3 with two RBIs and host 
Oakland held off Texas for its 
third win in four games. 

White Sox 8, Giants 2: Gordon 
Beckham and Dayan Viciedo hit 
two-run home runs, John Danks 
pitched effectively into the seventh 
inning and host Chicago snapped 
a four-game losing streak . 

TODD KIRKLAND/AP 

Philadelphia’s Ryan Howard crosses the plate after hitting a two-run homer in the first inning of a the 
Phillies’ 5-2 win over the Atlanta Braves on Tuesday at Turner Field in Atlanta.

Roundup

TED KIRK/AP

Virginia players celebrate a 3-2, 15-inning win over TCU in the 
College World Series on Tuesday in Omaha, Neb.

ERIC FRANCIS/AP 

Mississippi players, from left, 
Brantley Bell, John Gatlin, Aaron 
Greenwood and Errol Robinson, 
celebrate their 2-1 win over 
Texas Tech in a College World 
Series  on Tuesday.
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SPORTS BRIEFS

Trademark board rules against Redskins’ name
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
Patent Office ruled Wednesday 
that the Washington Redskins 
nickname is “disparaging of Na-
tive Americans” and that the 
team’s federal trademarks for the 
name must be canceled.

The 2-1 ruling comes after a 
campaign to change the name has 
gained momentum over the past 
year. The team doesn’t immedi-
ately lose trademark protection 
and is allowed to retain it during 
an appeal.

Redskins owner Daniel Sny-
der has refused to change the 
team’s name, citing tradition, but 
there has been growing pressure 
including statements in recent 
months from President Barack 
Obama, lawmakers of both par-
ties and civil rights groups.

The decision means the team 
can continue to use the Redskins 
name, but it would lose a signifi-
cant portion of its ability to protect 
the financial interests connected 
to its use. If others printed the 
name on sweatshirts, apparel, or 
other team material, it becomes 
more difficult to go after groups 
who use it without permission.

The decision by the Trademark 
Trial and Appeal Board is simi-
lar to one it issued in 1999. That 
ruling was overturned in 2003 in 
large part on a technicality after 
the courts decided that the plain-
tiffs were too old and should have 
filed their complaint soon after 
the Redskins registered their 
nickname in 1967.

The new case was launched in 
2006 by a younger group of Native 
Americans, and was heard by the 
board in March of last year.

The group argued that the Red-
skins should lose their federal 
trademark protection based on a 
law that prohibits registered names 
that are disparaging, scandalous, 
contemptuous or disreputable. 
The case involves six registered 
trademarks that involve the use of 
the word Redskins, but it does not 
apply to the team’s logo.

 In other NFL news:
� Quarterback Johnny Manziel 

agreed to a four-year rookie con-
tract with the Cleveland Browns 
on Tuesday.

Terms were not released, but 
the NFL rookie wage scale pro-
jected Manziel’s deal to be worth 
about $8.25 million for four years. 
Like all first-round picks, his con-
tract includes a fifth-year team 
option.
� Washington Redskins defen-

sive end Jason Hatcher will have 
surgery on his left knee and will 
be sidelined four to six weeks. 
Hatcher said Wednesday he will 
have an arthroscopic procedure 
to clean up some cartilage. If the 
timetable holds, he would be able 
to practice around the start of 
training camp on July 23.
�   NFL Commissioner Roger 

Goodell and several hundred 
friends and family paid their re-
spects on Tuesday at a funeral 
mass honoring former Pittsburgh 
Steelers coach Chuck Noll, who 
died last week at age 82.

Noll is the only coach in NFL 
history to win four Super Bowls 

while leading the Steelers from 
1969 to 1991.

Steelers President Art Rooney 
II and Hall of Fame defensive 
lineman Joe Greene were among 
Noll’s pallbearers Tuesday.

  �  The New York Jets have 
signed third-round draft pick 
Dexter McDougle to a four-year 
deal. Tuesday night’s contract for 
the cornerback means all 12 of the 
Jets’ draft picks are in the fold.

 � The Pittsburgh Steelers and 
second-round draft pick Stephon 
Tuitt have agreed to a four-year 
contract. Financial details were 
not disclosed. 

McIlroy to compete for
Ireland in Rio Games

CORK, Ireland — After months 
of indecision over who to repre-

sent, Rory McIlroy announced 
Wednesday that he will play for 
Ireland — not Britain — at the 
2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro.

The 25-year-old McIlroy, who 
is from Northern Ireland, was 
eligible to play for either Ireland 
or Team GB when golf makes its 
return to the Olympics in Brazil 
for the first time since 1904.

  Citizens of Northern Ireland, 
which is part of the United King-
dom, can hold both British and 
Irish citizenship. Most of the Prot-
estant majority is British, most of 
its Catholic minority Irish.

Djokovic, Serena No. 1 
seeds for Wimbledon

LONDON — Novak Djokovic 
and Serena Williams were seeded 
No. 1 for Wimbledon on Wednes-

day, while defending men’s cham-
pion Andy Murray was bumped 
up two spots above his world 
ranking to No. 3.

Djokovic, the 2011 Wimbledon 
champion, is ranked No. 2, but 
was given the top seeding by the 
All England Club ahead of top-
ranked Rafael Nadal.

 Murray last year became the 
first British player to win the 
Wimbledon men’s title since 1936.

Seven-time champion Roger 
Federer is No. 4, while Australian 
Open winner Stan Wawrinka is 
down two spots from his world 
ranking at No. 5.

  The women’s seedings, howev-
er, stick to the WTA rankings.

That means five-time champi-
on Williams is No. 1, followed by 
Li Na, French Open runner-up Si-
mona Halep, Agnieszka Radwan-

ska and Maria Sharapova.
 Venus Williams, a five-time

Wimbledon champion who has
gradually slipped in the rankings,
is seeded only No. 30.

Red Sox designate OF 
Sizemore for assignment

BOSTON — The Boston Red
Sox have designated outfielder 
Grady Sizemore for assignment.

The move comes as Sizemore
struggles after injuries sidelined
him between September 2011 
and this season. In 52 games this 
year, he hit .216 with two homers
and 15 RBIs.

Sizemore made the All-Star
team three times with the Cleve-
land Indians then had seven oper-
ations since 2009, including both 
knees, his back and elbow. 
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BY STEVE DOUGLAS

The Associated Press

BRASILIA, Brazil — As two of 
soccer’s underachieving nations, 
Ivory Coast and Colombia will 
be desperate not to let slip a rare 
chance to qualify for the knockout 
stage of the World Cup when they 
meet in Brasilia on Thursday.

Both teams opened Group C 
with victories, meaning another 
in the Brazilian capital will al-
most certainly guarantee a place 
in the last 16.

“It’s looking a little bit like a 
final of the group,” Ivory Coast 
coach Sabri Lamouchi said, 
“[and] I’m pretty sure the win-
ner will be qualified for the next 
phase.”

That would be a first for the 
Ivorians, who failed to get out of 
difficult groups in 2006 and ’10 
— their only previous appearanc-
es on the world’s biggest stage. It 
continued a trend of underper-
formance at major tournaments 
following failures at the last five 
African Cup tournaments when 
they were favorites each time.

Colombia, meanwhile, has only 
advanced from its group once in 
four World Cups — in 1990 when 
the team was eliminated in the 
following match. Expectations 
had been tempered this time 
round after star striker Radamal 
Falcao was ruled out of the tour-
nament with a knee injury.

Yet a 3-0 win over Greece has 
raised belief that the Colombians 
have the tools to cope without 
their one world-class player.

“Colombia proved [against 
Greece] that we have many posi-
tive assets,” Colombia coach Jose 
Pekerman said. “We can play, we 
can create good opportunities 

Will that be enough to earn 
Drogba a starting spot ahead of 
Wilfried Bony? Probably not, La-
mouchi suggested.

“People love Didier Drogba and 
I know there are a lot of lovers of 
Drogba’s style,” Lamouchi said. 
“But you have to understand the 
last time he played 90 minutes 
was a few months ago in Turkey. 
He’s just recovered from injury. 
He made a lot of sacrifices to be 
here at the World Cup.”

Teofilo Gutierrez is stepping up 
as Colombia’s chief striker and he 
is already off the mark in Brazil, 
scoring the team’s second against 
Greece.

 It’s in defense, where the 38-
year-old Mario Yepes still resides, 
where Colombia’s problems may 
lie. And with Yaya Toure playing 
behind the front three of Salomon 
Kalou, Gervinho and either Drog-
ba or Bony, Ivory Coast also have 
exciting options going forward.

“We will try to improve what we 
did against Greece and neutralize 
Ivory Coast’s attack,” Colombia 
midfielder Carlos Sanchez said.

and we can take them.
“All the players did what they 

were expected to do and that 
makes us very confident.”

Much of the talk surround-
ing Ivory Coast also centers on a 
striker.

The 36-year-old Didier Drog-
ba, one of Africa’s greatest play-
ers and taking part in what surely 
is his final World Cup, inspired a 
turnaround in the Ivorians’ open-
ing match against Japan when 
he came on as a substitute with 
his team 1-0 behind. Within four 
minutes, they were 2-1 ahead and 
that’s how it finished.
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FERNANDO VERGARA/AP

Colombia’s James Rodriguez, front, celebrates with teammates after scoring his team’s third goal in a 
3-0 victory over Greece on Saturday. Colombia is trying to advance for the first time since 1990.

Knockout stage in sight

DOLORES OCHOA/AP

Japan’s Masato Morishige, left, and Yuto Nagatomo struggle with 
Ivory Coast star Didier Drogba in Saturday’s game

Colombia vs. Ivory Coast
AFN-Sports

5:30 p.m. Thursday CET
12:30 a.m. Friday JKT

Colombia, Ivory Coast
likely vying for spot in 
next round with win

Greece working on
rebuilding defense

FRANK AUGSTEIN/AP

Greece defender Sokratis Papastathopoulos, left, challenges 
Colombia’s Juan Cuadrado on Saturday. Greece’s much-touted 
defense was picked apart in their 3-0 loss, leaving them in need of a  
crucial win against Japan on Thursday if they hope to advance.

Japan vs. Greece
AFN-Sports

11:30 p.m. Thursday CET
6:30 a.m. Friday JKT

BY JIM VERTUNO

The Associated Press

NATAL, Brazil — Rock-solid 
defenders who constantly chase, 
tackle and bully their opponents 
have been the key to Greece tac-
tics ever since they became Euro-
pean champions in 2004.

A decade ago, that team con-
ceded a miserly four goals at Euro 
2004 and its successor only con-
ceded four in qualifying to secure 
its place at the 2014 World Cup as 
Greece stayed true to its reputa-
tion for hard work and ruthless 
discipline at the back.

That all changed when the 
squad arrived in Brazil.

The team’s much-vaunted de-
fense was torn apart in a 3-0 de-
feat by Colombia, whose display 
of speed and style sometimes left 
the Greeks standing around like 
statues.

Greece now faces Japan in 
Natal on Thursday in a game 
that could very well put either 
team out of contention. Japan lost 
to Ivory Coast 2-1 in its opener, 
meaning neither team can really 
afford another defeat if they hope 
to advance out of Group C.

Japan advanced to the round of 
16 four years ago but lost to Para-
guay on penalties. Greece has 
bowed out in the group stage in 
its previous two World Cups.

For Greece, the need to rebuild 
its solid back line will be all the 
more important at a World Cup 
that is so far seeing crowd-pleas-
ing flair in attack and plenty of 
goals: 44 in the first 14 games.

Colombia scored in the fifth 
minute, forcing Greece out of its 
comfort zone and attacking with 
speed on the flanks. Greek frus-
tration was reflected in two of its 
players drawing yellow cards in 
the second half.

“That wasn’t what people ex-
pected,” Greece forward An-
dreas Samaris said. “I know what 
everyone expected of Greece 

though: that we would have 11 
men behind the ball, defend, de-
fend, defend and give everything 
to keep a clean sheet.

“We went out to win against Co-
lombia, and that philosophy will 
not change. We just hope it brings
a better result for us because 
Japan is now a must, must-win
game for us.”

Like Colombia, Japan is likely 
to attack at speed through the
Europe-based trio of Shinji Kaga-
wa, Yuto Nagatomo and Keisuke
Honda. Against Ivory Coast, 
Japan had the better of the first 
half but ultimately struggled as 
the game got more physical.

The Ivorians’ use of  star strik-
er Didier Drogba as a second-half
substitute also raised his team’s 
performance and there was only 
a muted response from Japan.

AC Milan midfielder Honda
said that the team was determined 
to bounce back against Greece.

“Nobody feels good about los-
ing and obviously it was a shock,” 
Honda, who opened the scoring
with a powerful first-half strike,
was quoted as saying. “But it’s not
a shock that we lost, the thing that 
shocks me is we lost because we
could not play to our strengths.

“We gave our opponents’ front
line too much respect. Mentally
we were weak but that is not a 
problem that can’t be fixed. A lit-
tle bit more spirit can turn things
around ... of course we still have 
an opportunity to get through the 
group phase.”
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Pressure mounts on strikers Suarez, Rooney to revive teams’ chances

England, Uruguay look for a hero
BY ROB HARRIS

The Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO — With their 
World Cup fates already in jeopar-
dy, Uruguay and England will be 
counting on their unpredictable 
strikers to revive their campaigns 
in Sao Paulo on Thursday.

Luis Suarez is preparing to re-
turn from Uruguay’s treatment 
room and hoping his scoring abili-
ties have not been impeded by 
injury. Wayne Rooney, England’s 
one-time teenage prodigy, will be 
seeking to prove his critics wrong 
by finally scoring at the pinnacle 
of soccer.

Uruguay and England desper-
ately need their star forwards to 
deliver after both teams made a 
losing start to their World Cup 
campaigns.

England was seen as a gallant 
loser in Group D on Saturday, 
showing a real willingness to at-
tack but still going down 2-1 to 
Italy. On the same day, Uruguay, 
a favorite after reaching the 2010 
semifinals, was unexpectedly 
ripped apart in a 3-1 defeat by 
Costa Rica.

Suarez was forced to endure 
Uruguay’s desolation from the 
bench, but has declared himself 
fit following knee surgery, and 
will be eager to make an impres-
sion on the tournament.

A controversial figure, the Liv-
erpool striker has caused outrage 
in England for incidents that led 
to two lengthy bans, one for rac-
ism and the other for biting an 
opponent. Before those, Suarez 
was condemned at the 2010 World 
Cup for a cynical handball on the 
goal-line that allowed Uruguay to 
advance to the semifinals.

Liverpool teammate Daniel 
Sturridge, who could be leading 
England’s strike force, wouldn’t 
break the rules like that.

“We don’t like to cheat to win. 
We want to play in an honest way,” 

Uruguay vs. England
AFN-Sports

8:30 p.m. Thursday CET
3:30 a.m. Friday JKT

BRUNO MAGALHAES/AP 

Uruguay’s Luis Suarez, right, trains with his team at Arena do Jacare Stadium in Sete Lagoas, Brazil on 
Tuesday. Uruguay faces England on Thursday at the World Cup, and Suarez, who is recovering from an 
injury, is expected to play in their Group D match.

MATT DUNHAM/AP

Following an opening-game loss to Italy, Wayne Rooney is looking to 
silence critics by keeping England alive for spot in the Round of 16. 
England faces Uruguay, upset by Costa Rica in its opener, in a Group 
D match on Thursday.

Sturridge said in response to a 
general question about Uruguay. 
“I’m going to do anything in my 
power to win this game, provided 
it’s within the rules of the game, 
but I’m not going to dive and I’m 
not going to handball a goal shot 
because it’s not in my nature.”

 How sharp Suarez will be in 
front of goal, though, remains un-
certain after more than a month 
on the sidelines. Uruguay could be 
left relying on Diego Forlan, who 
was voted the 2010 World Cup’s 

top player but is now 35, and Edin-
son Cavani, who cost Paris Saint-
Germain $84 million last year but
could only score a penalty against
a Costa Rica side ranked 28th in
the world.

Perhaps Uruguay’s fixation on
the progress of Suarez’s recovery 
is only matched by England’s con-
cern over Rooney’s failure to score
now at a third World Cup. Shunted
out of position on the left wing, 
Rooney was denied his favored
central role by Daniel Sturridge.

Amid scrutiny from pundits, 
players and managers, England
midfielder Frank Lampard la-
mented the fact that a “furor has
been built up around” Rooney.

 Rooney was spotted training
with the backup players on Mon-
day, which was interpreted in Brit-
ish newspapers as a sign he could 
be dropped against Uruguay.

The Manchester United for-
ward maintained on Tuesday that
he was just putting in extra scor-
ing practice. 

Scoreboard

First round
GROUP A

 W L T GF GA Pts
Brazil 1 0 1 3 1 4
Mexico 1 0 1 1 0 4
Cameroon 0 1 0 0 1 0
Croatia 0 1 0 1 3 0

Thursday, June 12 
Brazil 3, Croatia 1

Friday, June 13 
Mexico 1, Cameroon 0

Tuesday, June 17
At Fortaleza, Brazil

Brazil 0, Mexico 0
Wednesday, June 18

At Manaus, Brazil
Croatia vs. Cameroon

Monday, June 23
At Brasilia, Brazil

Brazil vs. Cameroon
At Recife, Brazil

Croatia vs. Mexico
GROUP B

 W L T GF GA Pts
Netherlands 1 0 0 5 1 3
Chile 1 0 0 3 1 3
Australia 0 1 0 1 3 0
Spain 0 1 0 1 5 0

Friday, June 13 
Netherlands 5, Spain 1 
Chile 3, Australia 1

Wednesday, June 18
At Porto Alegre, Brazil

Netherlands vs. Australia
At Rio de Janeiro

Spain vs. Chile
Monday, June 23

At Curitiba, Brazil
Spain vs. Australia

At Sao Paulo
Netherlands vs. Chile

GROUP C
 W L T GF GA Pts
Colombia 1 0 0 3 0 3
Ivory Coast 1 0 0 2 1 3
Japan 0 1 0 1 2 0
Greece 0 1 0 0 3 0

Saturday, June 14 
Colombia 3, Greece 0 
Ivory Coast 2, Japan 1

Thursday, June 19
At Brasilia, Brazil

Colombia vs. Ivory Coast
At Natal, Brazil

Greece vs. Japan
Tuesday, June 24
At Cuiaba, Brazil

Colombia vs. Japan
At Fortaleza, Brazil

Greece vs. Ivory Coast
GROUP D

 W L T GF GA Pts
Costa Rica 1 0 0 3 1 3
Italy 1 0 0 2 1 3
England 0 1 0 1 2 0
Uruguay 0 1 0 1 3 0

Saturday, June 14 
Costa Rica 3, Uruguay 1 
Italy 2, England 1

Thursday, June 19
At Sao Paulo

Uruguay vs. England
Friday, June 20

At Recife, Brazil
Costa Rica vs. Italy

Tuesday, June 24
At Natal, Brazil

Uruguay vs. Italy
At Belo Horizonte, Brazil

Costa Rica vs. England

GROUP E
 W L T GF GA Pts
France 1 0 0 3 0 3
Switzerland 1 0 0 2 1 3
Ecuador 0 1 0 1 2 0
Honduras 0 1 0 0 3 0

Sunday, June 15 
Switzerland 2, Ecuador 1 
France 3, Honduras 0

Friday, June 20
At Salvador, Brazil

Switzerland vs. France
At Curitiba, Brazil

Ecuador vs. Honduras
Wednesday, June 25

At Manaus, Brazil
Switzerland vs. Honduras

At Rio de Janeiro
Ecuador vs. France

GROUP F
 W L T GF GA Pts
Argentina 1 0 0 2 1 3
Iran 0 0 1 0 0 1
Nigeria 0 0 1 0 0 1
Bosnia-Herz. 0 1 0 1 2 0

Sunday, June 15 
Argentina 2, Bosnia-Herzegovina 1

Monday, June 16 
Iran 0, Nigeria 0

Saturday, June 21
At Belo Horizonte, Brazil

Argentina vs. Iran
At Cuiaba, Brazil

Bosnia-Herzegovina vs. Nigeria
Wednesday, June 25

At Porto Alegre, Brazil
Argentina vs. Nigeria

At Salvador, Brazil
Bosnia-Herzegovina vs. Iran

GROUP G
 W L T GF GA Pts
Germany 1 0 0 4 0 3
United States 1 0 0 2 1 3
Ghana 0 1 0 1 2 0
Portugal 0 1 0 0 4 0

Monday, June 16 
Germany 4, Portugal 0 
United States 2, Ghana 1

Saturday, June 21
At Fortaleza, Brazil

Germany vs. Ghana
Sunday, June 22

At Manaus, Brazil
Portugal vs. United States

Thursday, June 26
At Recife, Brazil

Germany vs. United States
At Brasilia, Brazil

Portugal vs. Ghana
GROUP H

 W L T GF GA Pts
Belgium 1 0 0 2 1 3
Russia 0 0 1 1 1 1
South Korea 0 0 1 1 1 1
Algeria 0 1 0 1 2 0

Tuesday, June 17
At Belo Horizonte, Brazil

Belgium 2, Algeria 1
At Cuiaba, Brazil

Russia 1, South Korea 1
Sunday, June 22
At Rio de Janeiro

Belgium vs. Russia
At Porto Alegre, Brazil

Algeria vs. South Korea
Thursday, June 26

At Sao Paulo
Belgium vs. South Korea

At Curitiba, Brazil
Algeria vs. Russia 

KIRSTY WIGGLESWORTH/AP

Russia’s goalkeeper Igor Akinfeev reacts after letting in the opening 
goal during the group H match against South Korea at the Arena 
Pantanal in Cuiaba, Brazil, on Tuesday.



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •PAGE 30     F3HIJKLM

BY FRANK GRIFFITHS

The Associated Press

BELO HORIZONTE, Brazil — 
Waiting and waiting for an equal-
izer, the tension started showing 
on the faces of the Belgium play-
ers as the second half wore on 
in the country’s first World Cup 
match in 12 years.

Algeria was on the verge of 
a major upset in their Group H 
opener Tuesday, taking the lead 
through a penalty in the 25th min-
ute. Try as they might, Belgium’s 
attacking players just couldn’t 
break down Algeria’s defense.

In the end, it was the Belgian 
bench which found the way, with 
substitutes scoring twice for a 2-1 
comeback win.

“We tired them. We just tired 
them down,” Belgium coach Marc 
Wilmots said. “I told them, ‘Don’t 
worry, we will score.’”

Algeria’s surprising lead stood 
for 45 minutes until Marouane 
Fellaini’s strong glancing header, 
with his back to goal, from a Kevin 
De Bruyne cross in the 70th.

Fellaini, who many had con-
sidered would start the match, 
had only come onto the pitch five 
minutes earlier and was Wilmots’ 

final substitution.
Dries Mertens’ right-foot strike 

beat Algeria’s goalkeeper in the 
80th after Eden Hazard saw him 
free on the right and set him up 
for the decider. Mertens, who 
went on at the start of the second 
half, sent his shot high in the net 
outside of Rais Mbolhi’s reach.

“We knew it would be tough, that 
there would be no space,” Wilmo-
ts said. “We made one error and 
we paid for it. The bench made 
the difference. We showed mental 
strength and we came back.”

The error was an obvious one. 
Belgium left back Jan Vertonghen 
dragged down Sofiane Feghouli 
in the area, and the Algerian at-
tacking midfielder got up and 
converted the resulting penalty.

At that point, Algeria was on 
course to produce another upset 
of a major team as it did in 1982 
when it beat West Germany in its 
first group match.

“We played a very good game 
against one of the favorites,” Feg-
houli said. “We have to build on 
this.”

The Algerians started brightly, 
but faded toward the end against 
Belgium’s unrelenting attack.

“We saw their strength come 

through. They showed that Bel-
gium has great players,” captain 
Madjid Bougherra said. “We 
lacked freshness and energy. The 
heat cost us.”

Belgium, widely billed as the 
favorite in Group H, next plays 
Russia, while Algeria meets 
South Korea on June 22.

Algeria dominated possession 
in the opening minutes, surging 
forward and moving the ball with 
flair. Belgium eventually settled 
down and regained control, end-
ing the match with 65 percent 
possession. 

BY TALES AZZONI

The Associated Press

FORTALEZA, Brazil — He was 
called a hero and a savior by his 
Mexican teammates. His Brazil-
ian opponents said he produced 
miracles.

There is no doubt that Mexico 
goalkeeper Guillermo Ochoa was 
the one responsible for spoiling 
Brazil’s hopes of another World 
Cup win at its home tournament.

Ochoa made a series of out-
standing saves to help his side 
hold Brazil to a thrilling 0-0 draw 
on Tuesday.

The result left both teams with 
four points each after two games 
in Group A, but Brazil is ahead 
on goal difference going into their 
decisive final matches. Croatia 
and Cameroon were to meet on 
Wednesday for their second games 
after both opened with defeats.

“We can’t avoid talking about 
their goalkeeper,” Brazil striker 
Fred said. “He came up with at 
least four miracles.”

Ochoa’s first remarkable save 
prevented Neymar from scoring 
in the 26th minute. The Brazil 
striker’s powerful header looked 
set to fly just inside the post when 
the goalkeeper dived to his right to 
push the ball wide.

Ochoa also made three other dif-
ficult saves to keep the hosts from 
breaking the deadlock — a shot 
by Paulinho in the 44th, a second-
half effort by Neymar from inside 

the box and a close-range header 
by Thiago Silva in the 86th min-
ute which produced a remarkable 
block by the Mexico goalkeeper.

“It was the match of my life,” 
said Ochoa, who was visibly 
moved after the match. “To do it 
in a World Cup, in front of all the 

fans, it’s incredible.”
Mexico captain Rafael Marquez 

said Ochoa was the “savior” and 
coach Miguel Herrera called him 
the “hero” of the match.

“He did what we expected him 
to do, he came up with extraordi-
nary saves,” Herrera said. “I can’t 

remember another Mexican goal-
keeper doing such a great job in 
the World Cup.”

A win by either team would 
have guaranteed a spot in the next 
round if Cameroon and Croatia 
were to draw in the jungle city of 
Manaus.

“In the end, the 0-0 mirrors 
what happened, it was a very 
hard-fought match,” Brazil coach
Luiz Felipe Scolari said. “The 
draw wasn’t a good result because
a victory would have already al-
lowed us to advance, but we need
to be able to respect our opponent, 
which played very well.”

Herrera was pleased with his
side’s performance.

“We had a great match against 
a great rival playing in front of its
fans, in its stadium, in its country,”
he said. “We showed that we can
play at the same level as any other
team.”

Brazil had won all three previ-
ous World Cup matches between
the teams without conceding a
goal, but the Latin American rivals
hadn’t met in the sport’s showcase
tournament since 1962.

“We already expected a match
this difficult,” Fred said. “We tried
to score until the end but it wasn’t 
possible. We’ll have to wait until
the next match to try to secure a 
spot in the next round.”

It was an evenly balanced game 
at the Arena Castelao, with Mexico
not allowing Brazil to take control. 
El Tri didn’t play defensively and
created chances throughout the 
match, especially with long-range 
shots by midfielders Hector Her-
rera and Jose Vazquez.

Brazil, playing without striker
Hulk, turned up the pressure in
the second half, but there was no 
getting past Ochoa. 
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Goalkeeper Ochoa holds off Brazilian barrage to gain hard-fought point in scoreless draw

Mexico’s ‘miracle’ man thwarts Brazil

BY STEVE DOUGLAS

The Associated Press

CUIABA, Brazil — Blundering 
Russia goalkeeper Igor Akinfeev 
was bailed out by teammate Al-
exander Kerzhakov in a 1-1 draw 
with South Korea in the World 
Cup on Tuesday that exposed 
both teams’ deficiencies.

Akinfeev had already looked 
suspect in dealing with long-
range shots before spilling Lee 
Keun-ho’s speculative effort into 
his own net in the 68th minute, 
gifting South Korea the lead at 
the Arena Pantanal.

Kerzhakov, though, came to 
Akinfeev’s rescue by turning in a 
shot from close range six minutes 
later — just three minutes after 
coming on as a substitute — to 
earn Russia a point from a poor-
quality Group H match.

Akinfeev stayed on the ground 
inside his own net, head in his 
hands, after making his error, 
clearly embarrassed after drop-
ping what was a routine save 
from a shot from about 30 yards. 
He was consoled by a couple of 
teammates, who patted him on 
the back.

“It was a kid’s mistake,” Akin-
feev said. “The goalkeeper of the 

national team shouldn’t make
mistakes like this one.”

Russia coach Fabio Capello has 
remained loyal to Akinfeev this
season despite some patchy form,
and stood by him again.

“He is a great goalkeeper,”
Capello said. “There can be mis-
takes, of course — some can get
a penalty wrong ... and it’s logical
for a goalkeeper to make a mis-
take as well.

“We were able to make up for
that and we can accept a mistake 
by a great keeper like Akinfeev.”

The explosive six-minute spell 
that featured both goals was not
in keeping with the rest of a fairly
mundane game characterized by
slow build-up play, poor passing
and wayward finishing.

  Save for a shot by Son Heung-
min that flew over the bar in the 
39th when the forward was free 
at the edge of the area, there was
barely a chance created in the
first half.

Capello stood with his hands
on his hips in the technical area 
throughout the first 45 minutes,
looking distinctly unimpressed.

There was a major improve-
ment after the break, although it 
required the mistake by Akinfeev
to really get the game going. 

Russia escapes with 
tie against S. Korea

Belgium fights back 
for win over Algeria

PETR DAVID JOSEK/AP 

Belgium’s Eden Hazard, left, 
pushes off Algeria’s Mehdi 
Mostefa during their Group H 
World Cup match at the Mineirao 
Stadium in Belo Horizonte, 
Brazil on Tuesday.

THEMBA HADEBE/AP 

Mexico’s goalkeeper Guillermo Ochoa, left, saves a header by Brazil’s Thiago Silva in the 86th minute to 
help preserve a scoreless draw in a Group A World Cup match at the Arena Castelao in Fortaleza, Brazil, 
on Tuesday. Both teams are now 1-0-1 in group play with one game remaining.
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BY JEROME PUGMIRE

The Associated Press

RIBEIRAO PRETO, Brazil — 
Aside from France’s new-found 
panache in attack, it was the com-
posure in the face of some fero-
cious tackling that really stood 
out in France’s 3-0 World Cup 
win against Honduras.

Striker Karim Benzema took 
the acclaim after scoring twice 
and playing a decisive role in the 
other goal. But Sunday’s Group 
E contest against a side reduced 
to 10 men just before halftime 
was really settled behind him as 
France’s midfield and fullbacks 
kept calm in a hostile situation.

Four years ago, France’s team 
could not even handle their nerves 
in training, let alone a match. 
They fell apart completely, with 
Nicolas Anelka’s expletive-raced 
rant at former coach Raymond 
Domenech prompting the infa-
mous training ground strike that 
shamed a nation.

It was a shambolic World Cup 
for France, outplayed by Mexico 
and beaten by an average South 
Africa side as it crashed out of 
the group stage without winning 
a game and with its reputation in 
tatters.

Coach Didier Deschamps has 
made sure there are cooler heads 
this time around, and they were 
needed against a Honduras team 
seemingly intent on turning the 
game into a scrap.

“This is the highest level, it’s 
never easy to start a competi-
tion and you always have doubts. 
You wonder how each player will 
respond,” Deschamps said Mon-
day. “It’s my job to warn them in 
advance. We’d seen Honduras’ 
matches over the past two years. 
We knew they would be very 
committed and that we had to be 
too, but not to get drawn in. Apart 
from one or two reactions every-
one controlled themselves well in 

that respect.”
The exception was midfielder 

Paul Pogba, because otherwise 
France showed maturity to with-
stand some intense provocation.

Pogba was perhaps fortunate 
to escape with just a yellow card 
when he lashed out at fellow mid-
fielder Wilson Palacios, who had 
gone through him with a heavy 
challenge.

“I’m not here to point the fin-
ger at him, I’m here to help him 
and to make sure that he controls 
himself,” Deschamps said. “The 
way he plays means that he takes 
a lot of blows. Given his size and 
height, it’s easier to foul him than 
a smaller player — although Ma-
thieu (Valbuena) was roughed up 
quite a bit.”

Deschamps, himself a tough-
tackling combative midfielder 
when he led France to the World 
Cup title in 1998, took Pogba off 
after 57 minutes. Although he did 
not explicitly say it was to prevent 
him getting sent off, Deschamps 

hinted that the Juventus star must 
learn not to retaliate.

“When you play at the highest 
level you need to be in total con-
trol of yourself,” Deschamps said, 
adding that the hype surrounding 
the 21-year-old Pogba may be af-
fecting his concentration.

“There’s so much excitement 
about him. Even though he does 
have a lot of qualities, you talk 
about him like he’s the star of the 
tournament,” Deschamps said. 
“You shouldn’t go so fast, because 
this kind of environment isn’t 
easy to handle, even though he’s 
in a big club where he’s expected 
to win every match. But he’s still 
young and he’s still got room for 
improvement.”

The other two yellows were for 
midfielder Yohan Cabaye and left 
back Patrice Evra, both of whom 
had been clattered several times. 
Honduras’ players charged into 
the back of players on almost 
every high ball and regularly left 
their foot in on tackles.

“They were very aggressive 
from the outset,” Deschamps 
said.

France’s next match, thank-
fully for those nursing bruises, is 
against a Switzerland side more 
renowned for trying to play con-
structive football.

“Their attack is much different, 
with much more impact and indi-
vidual quality, especially from 
the wingers,” Deschamps. “Ob-
viously they’ll be committed, but 
it won’t be anything like we saw 
(against Honduras).”

France picked up one minor 
injury from Sunday’s game, with 
Cabaye going off midway through 
the second half with a groin 
problem.

France’s assistant coach Guy 
Stephan sounded hopeful Tues-
day when he said “the game is 
still a fairly long way off, but 
there’s no reason to believe he 
won’t play,” adding that Cabaye is 
“doing pretty well.”

Switzerland 
vs. France
AFN-Sports

8:30 p.m. Friday CET
3:30 a.m. Saturday JKT

France showing maturity under pressure

FROM BACK PAGE

A furious Lovren scoffed, “We can give the 
World Cup directly to Brazil.”

“He does it well, throws himself at the right 
time because you can see that there’s no foul 
at all. Lovren doesn’t pull him back,” said 
Remy, who played two seasons with Fred for 
Lyon from 2006-08. “Experience comes into 
it, and it’s important to fall at the right time. 
For me, the striker should be punished for this 
kind of wrongdoing.”

Players can be disciplined later for diving, 
though Fred wasn’t, and it rarely happens at 
the highest levels of the sport. In basketball, 
the NBA has tried to crack down, and its pol-
icy was on display during the league’s recent 
finals.

Miami’s Dwyane Wade was hit with a $5,000 
fine June 9 for flopping in Game 2 on a foul by 
the Spurs’ Manu Ginobili.

“The ‘soccer dive’ has been perfected by our 
South American friends,” said Todd Yeagley, 
a former MLS player and executive who’s now 
the soccer coach at Indiana. “Unfortunately, 
diving is utilized by some of our finest at-
tackers to create free-kick opportunities and 
penalty kicks. The officials have a tall order to 
determine whether it was a true foul or a well-
orchestrated dive. The potential yellow for 
diving is calculated by many as a risk worth 
taking to get a key PK call by the official.”

It sure appeared that way for Fred in his 
team’s 3-1 victory. Youth soccer coaches hope 
youngsters don’t attempt to mimic the World 
Cup way after watching the tournament.

“The diving is certainly translated to the 
youth game, unfortunately,” said Rob Risley, 
a former player in the UK and at Marshall 
University who has coached youth soccer for 
15 years, currently at FC Los Angeles. “Play-

ers learn to anticipate contact and take that as 
a foul rather than using their body to protect 
the ball and work through the contact.”

Meanwhile, the apparent dives keep com-
ing. U.S. right back Fabian Johnson threw his 
arms in the air to protest during the second 
half of Monday’s 2-1 win against Ghana when 
it looked as though he made only the slightest 
contact on the back of Jonathan Mensah in the 
57th minute.

“After watching the dives done by Bra-
zil footballers I can only imagine how their 
diving team is improving in preparation for 
the (Olympic) Games in Rio 2016,” cracked 
Johansen. “I think I will call our IU soccer 
coach Yeagley ... and see if I can learn any 
new diving techniques to help give my team 
an edge.”
AP Sports Writers Ronald Blum, Aron Heller and 
Jerome Pugmire contributed to this report.

JON SUPER/AP

France’s Paul Pogba, left, and Honduras’ Roger Espinoza battle for the ball during their match Sunday. 
France coach Didier Deschamps removed Pogba from the game after 57 minutes after he received a 
yellow card for lashing out at Honduras’ Wilson Palacios.

Cooler heads prevail 
four years after team 
imploded in S. Africa

Diving: Coaches hope move not emulated in youth leagues
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The Associated Press

SAO PAULO

Fred denies diving in Brazil’s World 
Cup opener that led to a disputed, 
go-ahead penalty kick. France’s Loic 
Remy considers the fall a disgrace 

and has called for punishment.
The debate over diving began on Day 1 

of this World Cup, and it has 
people everywhere talking 
about whether simula-
tion is simply part of the 
game or bad for the sport 
altogether.

Coaches at all levels 
and players young and old 
are questioning the motives 
and sportsmanship of global 
stars on the sport’s biggest 
stage — and how such ex-
amples of flopping might 
affect the on-field behav-
ior of the next generation.

Even 2012 U.S. Olympic 
diving coach Drew Johansen is taking notice.

“I have been watching the World Cup and 
have been very impressed with the dives I 
have seen,” said Johansen, who coaches at In-
diana University. “Similar to the sport of div-
ing, it’s all about getting the judges’ (referees’) 
attention. I think Fred’s use of his arms really 
got the job done on that dive. I would score at 
9.5 on the Olympic scale.”

Fred went down in the penalty area under 
minimal contact from Dejan Lovren in the 
71st minute last Thursday, leading to Ney-
mar’s kick that put the Selecao ahead 2-1.

A day later, Remy called for Fred to be 
“punished” for the move — one that incensed 
the Croatians and put referee Yuichi Nishimu-
ra of Japan in the spotlight for all the wrong 
reasons.
SEE DIVING ON PAGE 31

FRANK AUGSTEIN/AP

Brazil’s Fred raises his arms after a penalty was called against Croatia’s Dejan Lovren during their match last week. Coaches are 
questioning the value of the traditional soccer dive after Fred’s questionable move cost Croatia a point in the standings.

Diving right in
Notorious soccer 
move debated 
after Fred’s flop in 
World Cup opener
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