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Storm packs a punch in Massachusetts

ich- hyied snow projections fizzle

A member of the New York
National Guard’s Joint Task
Force Empire Shield provides
emergency support to first
responders in New York City
on Monday. The storm heaped
snow on Boston, eastern
Massachusetts and parts of
Long Island on Tuesday, but

failed to live up to the hype in
Philadelphia and New York City.

ER S. i
Air National Guard

The Associated Press U.S. relations with Saudi Ara- longtime friend Egyptian Presi- President
bia had been strained by Obama’s ~ dent Hosni Mubarak. Barack Obama

Prlgig/ek‘thaIS‘:gf g OAb;?:;a de- decision not to launch airstrikes However, the rise of the Islam- meets new
fended the U.S. government’s 2gainstthe government of Syrian ic State group and its battlefield Saudi Arabian
willingness to cooperate closely ~President Bashar Assad over the ~ successes in Syria and Iraq have King Salman
with Saudi Arabia on national se- use of chemical weapons and by ~ given new importance to shoring bin Abdul-
curity despite deep concerns over the White House’s negotiations —UP relations with the Saudis, de- Aziz Al Saud
human rights abuses, as he joined on a nuclear deal with the Sau- spite ongoing differences such as Salmanin
an array of current and former dis’ archrival Iran. The Saudis error] ist funding that flows from Riyadh, Saudi
American statesmen Tuesday also opposed U.S. policy toward the kingdom and Saudi human Arabia, on
in paying respects following the the Arab Spring uprisings, accus- rights abuses. Tuesday.

death of King Abdullah.

ing Washington of abandoning its

SEE TIES ON PAGE 12
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“We do not want
our past to be our
children’s future.”

— Holocaust survivor Roman Kent, on
the 70th anniversary of the liberation of
the Auschwitz Nazi death camp,
pleading for world leaders to

remember the atrocities there and to
fight for tolerance

See story on Page 18
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American Roundup
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An Iraqi Airways plane sits on the 'amlaf: at Baghdad International Alrport in Iraq on Dec, 28, 2005. Multiple aitlines from the United Arab

Emirates said Tuesday they were

flights to

plane arriving from Dubai came under fire.

Airlines halt flights to Baghdad

No one injured as passenger plane comes under fire after landing in Iraqi capital

By ApAaM SCHRECK
The Associated Press

DUBALI, United Arab Emirates
— Several airlines suspended
flights to Baghdad on Tuesday
after a passenger plane arriving
from the Mideast’s busiest air-
port in Dubai came under fire as
it landed in the Iragi capital.

Correction

A Jan. 26 story about
whether basing cuts in Eu-
rope could sway Congress
to approve military base
closures in the U.S. mis-
identified the Association of
Defense Communities. The
ADC is a membership or-
ganization that represents
military communities.

A prolonged suspension of
flights could seriously limit trav-
el options for Iraqi travelers and
overseas businesspeople, diplo-
mats and aid workers who rely on
foreign carriers to deliver them to
larger international transit hubs,
particularly in the oil-rich Gulf.

Discount carrier FlyDubai said
Flight 215 was struck on the fuse-
lage by what appeared to small-
arms fire Monday. All passengers
were able to disembark normally
and none required medical at-
tention, the Dubai government-
owned carrier said.

Passengers heading back to
Dubai were put on a different
plane as an investigation into the
incident got underway, the airline
said. A FlyDubai flight due to de-
part to Baghdad on Tuesday was
canceled.

Dubai-based Emirates, the
region’s biggest airline, said it is

suspending flights to and from
the Iragi capital because of “op-
erational and safety concerns”
until further notice.

“We remain committed to our
customers in Iraq and hope to re-
sume services to Baghdad as soon
as operational conditions allow,”
the airline said in an emailed
statement.

Emirates will continue to fly to
the northern Iraqi city of Irbil and
the southern oil hub of Basra.

Etihad Airways, based in the
Emirati capital of Abu Dhabi,
said it also was suspending its
Baghdad service indefinitely fol-
lowing a directive from the Gulf
country’s civil aviation authority.
Budget carrier Air Arabia, based
in the emirate of Sharjah, near
Dubali, also confirmed it was sus-
pending flights.

Other regional airlines fol-
lowed suit.

Both Gulf Air, the national car-
rier of the island kingdom of Bah-
rain, and Lebanon’s Middle East
Airlines canceled their Tuesday
flights to Baghdad.

Iraqi officials told The Associ-
ated Press that bullets hit the Fly-
Dubai flight as it touched down
Monday. It was unclear who was
behind the shooting and wheth-
er the plane was deliberately
targeted.

Baghdad International Airport
is surrounded by a vast and heav-
ily guarded security perimeter
lined with concrete blast walls,
making it difficult for insurgents
to fire on incoming planes.

Last year, several airlines re-
routed flights that pass through
Iraqi airspace but aren’t bound
for the country as a precaution
against Islamic State militants,
who have seized large parts of the
north and west of Iraq.
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Retired generals
urge senators to
lift spending cap

By Travis J. TRITTEN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Top retired
military commanders on Tuesday
warned the Senate that it should
lift a mandatory cap on defense
spending this year or put at risk
military readiness as the world
enters a new era of widespread
conflict.

Retired Marine Gen. James
Mattis, a former commander of
U.S. Central Command, and for-
mer Army Chief of Staff Gen.
John Keane testified against the
budget caps and outlined the in-
creasing dangers before the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee at
the behest of new chairman Sen.
John McCain, R-Ariz., who is
pressing for more defense dollars
and deeper military intervention
abroad.

The hearing comes as the White
House and Defense Department
prepared to release proposed an-
nual budgets Monday that will in-
clude a spending cap imposed by
sequestration — and a political
fight over cuts to troop benefits.
Many lawmakers in the Senate
and House say the modest $1.7
billion increase to the cap of the
$523 billion 2016 defense budget
should be removed to allow big-
ger increases.

“No nation in history has main-
tained its military power but
failed to keep its fiscal house in
order,” Mattis said.

But Congress’ agreement to
cap defense dollars was meant
to force wise choices on reducing
spending and “it has failed in that
regard,” he said.

Spending caps are set to kick
in across the federal government
next fall as a way to decrease the
nation’s debt and will remain in
place into the next decade, keep-
ing defense spending to increases
of about 2 percent.

With the fiscal 2016 budget
proposals next week, Congress,
the Obama administration and
the DOD are set to begin another
grappling match over whether
military personnel expenditures
such as pay, retirement and ben-
efits should be slashed. The Pen-

tagon has argued those costs are
ballooning and will crowd out
other needs.

Mattis said the DOD cap should
be repealed because it is sapping
troop morale and causing uncer-
tainty within the military.

Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va., said
Congress and the military should
first develop a foreign policy strat-
egy and then come up with the
money to cover it, but the spend-
ing limit is upending that process.
“We’ve been allowing budgetary
indecision to drive strategy, and
that is the worst thing to do,”
Kaine said.

The testimony also included
comments from former CENT-
COM commander Adm. William
“Fox” Fallon, who said bickering
over budget issues could raise
doubts among American allies
abroad.

Meanwhile, the cap comes as
the United States is facing an
array of global threats — Islamic
radicalism, a resurgent Russia, a
nuclear-ambitious Iran, a rising
China — that has not been seen
since the rise of the USSR during
the Cold War, Keane said.

He told the Senate defense
oversight panel that the coun-
try should generally take a more
active military role around the
world, including sending some
ground troops to direct airstrikes
against Islamic State militants in
Iraq and Syria.

The removal of combat troops
and planned drawdown of adviso-
ry forces in Afghanistan could be
premature and thus create insta-
bility in the future, Keane said.

“How can we not learn the
obvious and painful lesson from
Iraq,” he asked, and avoid pulling
military forces according to a po-
litical time line?

President Barack Obama and
his administration have “adopted
a cheap fatalism” in claiming
the various conflicts around the
world have no military solution,
McCain said in a statement sub-
mitted for the record. The senator
was in Saudi Arabia on Tuesday
and could not chair the hearing.
tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten

EOD command master
chief relieved of duties

A command master chief petty
officer was relieved of his duties
Friday because of misconduct,
Navy officials said in a news
release.

A Navy investigation deter-

The incident occurred before
Bymer’s promotion to command
master chief petty officer, Navy
spokeswoman Lt. Liza Dougherty
told the Navy Times.

The publication also reported
that Bymer’s previous post was
on Guam.

Bymer has been temporarily
T igned to Explosive Ordnance

mined that C Master
Chief Petty Officer Bryan Bymer,
of Virginia Beach, Va.-based Ex-
plosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile
Unit 12, admitted to fraterniza-
tion at a previous duty station.

Disposal Group 2, and a replace-
ment command master chief for
EOD Mobile Unit 12 has not yet
been named, the release said.

From staff reports

DaniEL OcHoa DE OLza/AP

Investigators work around the wreckage of planes the day after a crash at Los Llanos Air Base, Spain,
on Tuesday. The death toll from the crash of a Greek F-16 fighter jet during a NATO pilot training pro-
gram rose to 11 after a French airmen who suffered serious burns died, Spain’s Defense Ministry said.

US airmen suffer minor injuries
in Greek F-16 crash that killed 11

By JENNIFER H. Svan
AND Apam L. MAaTHIS
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger-
many — About 80 airmen from
RAF Lakenheath, England, are
participating in the multinational
exercise in Spain that was the
scene Monday of a plane crash
that killed 11 military personnel.

No Americans died, but Air
Force officials say eight U.S. air-
men with Lakenheath’s 492nd
Fighter Squadron suffered minor
injuries, including scrapes, burns
and smoke inhalation.

At least one of the squadron’s
three F-1SE Strike Eagles de-
ployed to Spain for the exercise
was damaged in the crash, a Lak-
enheath spokesman wrote in an
email. Another “is in such close
proximity to the crash site that
we haven’t been able to assess
damage yet.”

There was no word as of early
Tuesday afternoon whether, in
wake of the crash, the exercise
would continue or the airmen
would return to England.

A Greek F-16 fighter jet lost
thrust while taking off and
crashed into five parked planes
on the ground Monday at Los
Llanos Air Base in southeastern
Spain, according to The Associ-
ated Press.

In addition to the two Greek
pilots aboard the two-seater jet,
nine French airmen were killed.

The initial death toll was 10
but a French airman died from
severe burns at Madrid’s La Paz
hospital, the Spanish Ministry of
Defense said Tuesday.

Twenty people, French and
Italian citizens, were injured
and four remained hospitalized
Tuesday in Madrid undergoing
treatment for severe burns, the
ministry said, according to the
AP.

The crash, which is under in-
vestigation, triggered a series of
explosions and a fire that took
about an hour to put out, the AP
reported.

Authorities were not able to re-
trieve the bodies of the 10 people
killed at the scene by Tuesday
afternoon because workers were
cleaning up toxic fuel, the AP re-
ported, quoting Capt. Jose Guer-
rera, an air force spokesman.

Three French jets and two
Italian jets were damaged. A
statement from Italy’s Defense
Ministry said “numerous” heli-
copters were damaged, accord-
ing to the AP.

The aircraft and military per-
sonnel were taking part in the
Tactical Leadership Program,
a multinational effort formed in

1978 to enhance key leadership
and mission planning skills need-
ed for NATO operations, accord-
ing to the U.S. Air Force.

On Tuesday, Gen. Frank Gore-
nc, U.S. Air Forces in Europe-
Air Forces Africa and NATO Air
Command commander, extended
“deepest and heart-felt condo-
lences” to the exercise partners
involved in the aircraft accident.
“Once again, this tragic event
highlights the significant cost and
personal sacrifice made every
day by allies and partners alike in
the pursuit of the capability and
interoperability necessary to as-
sure and deter,” he said in a state-
ment. “Our thoughts and prayers
go out to the families and loved
ones of those who perished.”

The 10 NATO countries par-
ticipating in the program are Bel-
gium, Britain, Denmark, France,
Germany, Greece, Italy, the Neth-
erlands, Spain and the United
States.

The exercise began Jan. 19
at Los Llanos Air Base near the
city of Albacete and is scheduled
to run until mid-February, said
Capt. Sybil Taunton, a spokes-
woman for U.S. Air Forces in Eu-
rope and Africa. It’s been held in
Spain since 2009.
svan.jennifer@stripes.com
mathis.adam@stripes.com

Airman fined in S. Korea for posting sex video

By AsHLEY RowLAND
AND Yoo Kyone CHANG
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — A 25-
year-old Kunsan-based airman
has been fined for posting a sex
video online after recording it
without his partner’s permission.

On Jan. 13, the Jeonju District
Court fined the dual U.S.-South
Korean citizen 2 million won, or
about $1,848, and ordered him to
attend a 16-hour sexual violence

therapy program for breaking
a South Korean law concerning
violent sexual crimes, according
to sentencing documents.

Using his cellphone, the airman
shot an approximately 20-second
video of himself and a 25-year-old
South Korean woman having sex
in a hotel in July 2013. He posted
the video on two websites in Sep-
tember and October 2014 after
becoming angry at the woman.

The court said it determined

the airman’s sentence because
he confessed to posting the video,
expressed deep regret and asked
the websites to delete the video,
according to the sentencing
documents.

Acourtofficer said the airman’s
full identity is not being released
in order to protect his privacy. No
military charges have been filed
against him.
rowland.ashley@stripes.com
chang.yookyong@stripes.com
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AFN technician’s fate now
in hands of military panel

By MaTT MILLHAM
Stars and Stripes

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger-
many — A panel of officers and
enlistedbegandeliberations Tues-
day in the trial of Air Force Staff
Sgt. Sean Oliver, who is charged
with killing one of his American
Forces Network colleagues.

Government and defense law-
yers delivered more than four
hours of closing arguments Tues-
day after two weeks of testimony
that included Oliver taking the
stand.

Oliver, an AFN technician, is
charged with premeditated mur-
der, making false official state-
ments, obstructing justice and
aggravated assault.

The panel, composed of four of-
ficers and six enlisted members,
is similar to a civilian jury. How-
ever, unlike a civilian jury, which
must reach a unanimous decision
in criminal cases, only two-thirds

of the military panel must return
a guilty verdict for a conviction.

If the panel finds Oliver not
guilty of premeditated murder, it
can still find him guilty of a less-
er offense, ranging from unpre-
meditated murder to involuntary
manslaughter.

During testimony Friday, Oli-
ver acknowledged lying to Ger-
man and Air Force investigators
who questioned him after he was
stopped by police early in the
morning of Dec. 14, 2013. At that
time, police found the body of
Petty Officer 2nd Class Dmitry
Chepusov in the passenger seat of
his car.

Independent autopsies by Ger-
man and U.S. military authorities
both found that Chepusov, a Navy
broadcaster with AFN, died as
a result of strangulation. Oliver
testified that he choked Chepusov
after a night of drinking but did
not intend to kill him.

Oliver said he suspected Che-

pusov was dead and was on his
way to dump the sailor’s body
when he was pulled over by
police.

Two of the charges against Oli-
ver — aggravated assault and one
obstruction charge — stem from
a separate incident in Ohio from
2012. Oliver testified he attacked
a former friend who was dating
his estranged wife. The former
friend, in a video deposition, said
Oliver agreed to stop attacking
him only after he agreed not to
press charges.

Air Force Judge (Col.) Donald
Eller told the panel to take as long
as they needed to reach a verdict.
The panel deliberated for nearly
three hours Tuesday afternoon
before breaking for the evening.
They were to resume Wednesday
morning.
millham.mathew@stripes.com
Twitter: @mattmillham

VA head chided on Hill for not endorsing
bill that allows bonuses to be rescinded

By Heatn DruziN
Stars and Stripes

In a sign that some lawmakers
may be losing patience with the
man brought in to clean up the
Department of Veterans Affairs,
VA Secretary Bob McDonald
came under unusually personal
criticism Tuesday during a hear-
ing on a bill that would give him
sweeping powers to rescind bo-
nuses and reduce pensions.

After VA officials told the
House Committee on Veterans’
Affairs that the department had
not taken a position on the bill,
Rep. Mike Coffman, R-Colo., gave
a pointed response.

“We have a secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs who can’t make a
decision on something that’s so
obvious,” he said. “It’s just ex-
traordinary, and what it says to
me and what it says to the veter-
ans of this country is nothing’s

really changed.”

The VA did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment.
McDonald, who replaced Eric
Shinseki in July, has come under
fire for not doing more to hold
accountable officials connected
to a health care scandal. He has
said that he must work within the
legal framework established to
discipline employees.

VA counsel Kim McLeod said
she is not aware of any current
mechanism the department has
to recoup bonuses from employ-
ees, except in the case of admin-
istrative errors.

The bill, introduced this month
by House Committee on Veterans’
Affairs Chairman Rep. Jeff Mill-
er, R-Fla., is a response to what he
sees as inaction in the face of the
nationwide VA crisis. Many se-
nior executives tied to secret lists
that had veterans waiting months
for care remain in their jobs or on

H.R. 280 would also limit the amount of time
employees being investigated for malfeasance
can spend on administrative leave.

paid administrative leave. Some
received lucrative bonuses.

“It’s stunning to me that the VA
does not have the ability to recoup
a bonus if a crime is committed,”
Miller said.

H.R. 280 would also limit the
amount of time employees being
investigated for malfeasance can
spend on administrative leave,
and the number of senior execu-
tives who receive bonuses in a
single year.

VA officials said the depart-
ment is still researching the bill.
Veterans advocacy groups were
generally supportive of it.

“When an executive receives a
bonus after overseeing a system
that failed veterans and caused
suffering, it erodes the confi-
dence of those veterans in the
system meant to serve them,” ac-
cording to submitted testimony
from Zachary Hearn, the Ameri-
can Legion’s deputy director
for claims, veterans affairs and
rehabilitation.

The full bill can be found here:
http:/tinyurl.com/q967sec

Restructuring the VA

Currently, there are nine organizations within the Department of Veterans Affairs,
all with different maps. Under a program called MyVA, VA aims to break
the country into five regions by June 30.

Stars and Stripes

VA revamp unveiled
without cost estimate

By HEaTH DRUZIN
Stars and Stripes

The Department of Veterans
Affairs announced a major re-
structuring effort Monday to
streamline its often disjointed
bureaucracy by standardizing
service regions in the country
and increasing coordination be-
tween them.

For years, the nine organiza-
tions within the department have
divided the country into their own
regions with little or no coordina-
tion. By June 30, VA aims to have
the entire department under the
same service boundaries through
a program called MyVA, break-
ing the country into five regions.

Officials said in a conference
call with reporters that the move
is a cornerstone of VA Secretary
Bob McDonald’s push to overhaul
the scandal-ridden organization.
The VA does not have an estimate
for how much the restructuring
will cost, officials said, nor are
there many details about what
the changes will mean for veter-
ans’ care.

“The overall transformation
will take a while,” said Scott
Blackburn, director of the MyVA
Program Management Office.
“There will be a lot of analysis
and we’ll know a lot more of the
answers over the next couple of
months.”

The department has been un-
dergoing changes since a na-
tional health care scandal cost
former Secretary Eric Shinseki
his job, following revelations that

druzin.heath@stripes.com
Twitter: @Druzin_Stripes

patients lar for years on
secret lists created to make wait

times appear artificially short.
Some veterans died while await-
ing care.

Inaddition, the VA hasbeen crit-
icized for a backlog of hundreds
of thousands of disability claims
and a confusing bureaucracy that
often frustrates veterans seeking
care and compensation for ser-
vice-connected injuries.

The hope is that MyVA will
make it easier for veterans to in-
teract with the department.

“Ultimately, this reform will
improve the Veteran experience
by enabling Veterans to more
easily navigate VA and access
their earned care and benefits,”
McDonald said in a released
statement.

One change, for example, al-
lows call center agents to suspend
or resume certain benefits pay-
ments without making veterans
go through additional steps.

Officials said MyVA is the larg-
est restructuring in the depart-
ment’s history, though details on
exactly what it will entail or how
the changes will be made were
not announced Monday.

In terms of employees, Veter-
ans Affairs is the second-largest
department in the federal govern-
ment, after the Department of De-
fense. Bob Snyder, the executive
director of the MyVA Program
Management Office, said despite
consolidation in some parts of the
department, he does not antici-
pate job cuts.

“There is more than enough
work to do across the VA,” he said.
“This not about cutting jobs.”

druzin.heath@stripes.com
Twitter: @Druzin_Stripes
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Marine’s request to drop murder case rejected

The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — The
Philippines on Tuesday rejected
an appeal by a U.S. Marine that
it drop a murder case against him
in the death of a transgender Fili-
pino woman last year.

A Department of Justice panel
said evidence from prosecutors
against Pfc. Joseph Scott Pem-
berton showed that he killed
Jennifer Laude after picking her

up in a bar in Olongapo city in
October.

Police said Laude, formerly
known as Jeffrey, was found dead
in a hotel minutes after Pember-
ton left the room.

Thecasehasrefueled opposition
to a military agreement between
Manila and Washington that al-
lows U.S. custody over Ameri-
can servicemembers accused of
crimes in the Philippines.

Pemberton, from Bristol, Mass.,

took part in combat exercises in-
volving thousands of American
and Filipino troops.

U.S. Ambassador Philip Gold-
berg has said Washington is sen-
sitive to Filipino sentiments over
the killing and agreed to have
Pemberton detained inside a
Philippine military camp in Ma-
nila but under U.S. guard.

Pemberton’s lawyers argued
in the appeal that there was no
direct evidence that he killed

Laude, but the panel said prose-
cutors can utilize circumstantial
evidence to prove their case.

“If direct evidence is insisted
upon under all circumstances,
the guilt of vicious felons who
committed heinous crimes in se-
cret or in secluded places will be
hard, if not impossible, to prove,”
it said.

It said it was established that
Pemberton and several fellow
Marines visited a bar where he

met Laude and the two agreed to
get a room in a nearby hotel.

It cited testimony of a fellow
Marine to investigators that Pem-
berton had told him, “I think I
killed a he/she.”

Benjamin Tolosa Jr., a lawyer
for Pemberton, said the defense
can ask the Justice Department
to reconsider its decision. If that
is also denied, they have the op-
tion of going to the Court of Ap-
peals, he said.

Mental health
could play
role in sniper
killing trial

The Washington Post

Eddie Ray Routh barely knew
Chris Kyle when he shot and killed
the famed Navy SEAL sniper on a
remote Texas shooting range on
Feb. 2, 2013.

Routh, who admitted to police
that he killed Kyle and the marks-
man’s friend, Chad Littlefield, will
have his day in court early next
month. By then, news of Kyle’s life,
his “unverifiable” legacy and his
tragic death will have already ric-
ocheted around the world, thanks
to the box-office hit “American
Sniper.”

The circumstances of Kyle’s
death aren’t discussed in detail
in the Oscar-nominated biopic,
‘which mostly focuses on Kyle’s ca-
reer as one of the country’s most
praised and skilled snipers.

Though the movie is presented
as a mini-chronicle of America’s
modern wars, it omits a chapter in
Kyle’s real-life story that reflects
on war’s dark, lingering conse-
quences: his death at the hands
of another veteran — one who
had been scarred by the effects of
war-related mental illness.

Routh’s many troubles were the
very reason Kyle and Littlefield
were in contact with him. Kyle’s
trip to the Rough Creek gun range
that day was likely part of an ef-
fort to help Routh deal with his
post-traumatic stress disorder.

But at some point that day,
Routh, a 27-year-old former Ma-
rine, opened fire on the two men,
killing them. He took their Ford
350 truck and fled.

“He’s all crazy; he’s [expletive]
psychotic,” Routh’s panicked sis-
ter, Laura Blevins, told the 911
dispatcher that day.

“He was recently diagnosed
with PTSD,” her husband, Gaines
Blevins, added later on the call.

It wasn’t the first time Routh’s
family had called law enforcement
pleading for help. He had been in
and out of psychiatric wards for
years. He had threatened to kill
his family and himself — threats
that were taken so seriously that
a Marine friend removed all
the weapons from the house for
safekeeping.

Routh’s relatives say he was for-
mally diagnosed with PTSD. Rec-
ollections from family and friends
suggest that he might have suf-

TNS

Chris Kyle, former Navy SEAL sniper, is shown with his wife, Taya,
in 2012, Kyle was one of two people killed on the shooting range at
Rough Creek Lodge near Glen Rose, Texas, on Feb. 2, 2013.

fered from other mental illnesses
as well.

That Kyle would be killed by
a veteran who was like so many
others he tried to help — troubled
by war and struggling to adjust
to civilian life — was a tragedy
layered upon a tragedy. Kyle had
answered the call from Routh’s
mother to help her son, but Eddie
Routh turned on him, shooting
him in the back.

The people who knew Kyle best
are not interested in the situation’s
dark irony.

“To try and even find an excuse
is disgusting,” his widow, Taya
Kyle, recently told the Los Ange-
les Times. “I know people with
PTSD, and it’s very real and very
hard. But it doesn’t change your
core character.”

Yet the troubling connection be-
tween war veterans, mental illness
and acts of violence is persistent.

A 2014 study found that veter-
ans who had problems with PTSD
or alcohol abuse were seven times
more likely to engage in acts
of “severe violence” than other
veterans. In 2011, a New York
Times analysis of some of those
cases found dozens of examples
of Iraq and Afghanistan veterans
accused of murder; some of the
veterans even turned weapons on
themselves.

Routh’s version of the story has
yet to be fully told. Next month,
that might finally happen.

His lawyer, J. Warren St. John,
will reportedly pursue an insan-
ity defense. But St. John has al-
ready questioned whether he can
get a “fair trial” while a block-
buster film about one of the men
his client killed plays in theaters
nationwide.

St. John’s petition to move the
trial from Erath County in Texas
has already been denied once. It
will likely be even more difficult
now to find a suitable venue where
anyone can claimtonotknow Chris
Kyle’s name, or at least his “Amer-
ican Sniper” accomplishments.

It is also unclear whether
Routh’s diagnosed PTSD and
mental illness will ultimately have
any bearing on the trial.

Either way, both sides will try to
disentangle Routh’s complicated
pre-war past from whatever men-
tal scars he might bear.

Former Army sex assault
prosecutor guilty of rape

The Associated Press

FORT BRAGG, N.C. — A for-
mer U.S. Army prosecutor who
oversaw sexual assault cases has
been found guilty on rape and
other charges following a six-day
court-martial at Fort Bragg, mili-
tary officials said Monday.

Maj. Erik J. Burris was found
guilty on two charges of rape, a
charge of forcible sodomy, four
charges of assault and a charge
of disobeying an order, the Army
said in a five-sentence statement.
Burris was sentenced to 20 years
in prison, dismissed from the ser-
vice and ordered to forfeit all pay,
the statement said.

Burris, 39, had pleaded not
guilty to the charges.

He could not be reached for
comment, and the name of the
lawyer representing him was not
provided.

The statement emailed to
media outlets Monday was the
first issued by the Army about
the case. It provided no details
about the crimes for which Bur-
ris was convicted or whether
they included other military
personnel.

Fort Bragg spokeswoman Maj.
Crystal Boring said Monday
night that she could not provide
further details about the evi-
dence presented against Burris,
which she said involved multiple
victims.

“Our policy is not to comment
on information that might reveal
the identities of sexual assault or
minor victims,” Boring said. “We
do not have a policy of issuing
public releases on sexual assault
cases and have received no pre-
vious media inquiries (about this
case).”

Boring said Burris’ name was

listed on a public docket in ad-

vance of his trial, though a copy
was no longer available. Such
dockets do not list the specific
charges against a defendant, only
the numbered sections of military
law at issue.

Nonmilitary personnel cannot
access the sprawling North Caro-
lina base or its federal courthouse
without prior approval. Court
documents such as legal motions
and trial transcripts are supposed
to be public under the Freedom of
Information Act but are routinely
not provided by the military until
months, even years, after the case
is resolved.

At the time he was charged,
Burris was the chief of military
justice for the 82nd Airborne, a
position in which he supervised
other military prosecutors han-
dling criminal cases within the
famed paratrooper division.

The military has been under
intense scrutiny in recent years
over its handling of sexual as-
sault allegations. A trial was held
at Fort Bragg last year for the
man believed to be the highest-
ranking U.S. military officer ever
court-martialed on sexual assault
charges.

Brig. Gen. Jeffrey A. Sinclair,
who served as deputy command-
er of the 82nd Airborne Division,
faced numerous criminal charg-
es after he was accused of twice
forcing a female captain who
worked for him to perform oral
sex during the course of a three-
year extramarital affair, as well
as inappropriate relationships
with two other women.

The trial ended in March when
Sinclair agreed to plead guilty to
some of the less serious charges
against him as part of a plea
agreement that saw him retire
at a reduced rank while avoiding
prison time.
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Sailors unload sonobuoys from an MH-60R Sea Hawk helicopter aboard the guided-missile cruiser
USS Mobile Bay in the Arabian Sea in December 2012. Animal advocates oppose expanded use of the

sonar-emitting buoys by the Navy.

Navy wants expanded use

of sonar-emitting

The Associated Press

SEATTLE — The U.S. Navy is
seeking permits to expand sonar
and other training exercises off the
Pacific Coast, a proposal raising
concerns from animal advocates
who say that more sonar-emit-
ting buoys would harm whales
and other creatures that live in the
water.

The Navy wants to deploy up to
720 sonobuoys at least 12 nautical
miles off the coasts of Washing-
ton state, Oregon and Northern
California. The devices, about 3
feet long and 6 inches in diameter,
send out sonar signals underwater
50 air crews can train to detect
submarines.

“It sounds drastic in numbers,
but it’s really not drastic in its im-
pact,” said John Mosher, North-
west environmental manager
for the U.S. Pacific Fleet. “Anti-
submarine warfare is a critical
mission for the U.S. Navy.”

The Navy’s training range is
home to endangered whales such
as orcas, humpback and blue,
as well as seals, sea lions and
dolphins.

Critics say the noise from sonar
can harass and kill whales and
other marine life. They worry the
Navy is expanding training exer-
cises without also increasing ef-
forts to reduce the impacts.

Steve Mashuda, a lawyer with
the public-interest law firm
Earthjustice, said they’re not ask-
ing the Navy to stop training in the
area.

“But it’s a big ocean out there.
You don’t need to have all of those

buoys

ELaiNe THompson/AP

An orca leaps from the water in Puget Sound, Wash., in January

2014. Animal advocates say the orcas are endangered by
sonar-emitting buoys.

Navy

Gitmo judges hit with
gender discrimination
complaints by guards

By CaroL ROSENBERG
Miami Herald

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVY
BASE, Cuba — Some female sol-
diers at the prison’s secret lockup
for former CIA captives have filed
gender discrimination complaints
against two military judges who
are forbidding women from han-
dling prisoners to and from legal
meetings.

One of the judges, Navy Capt.
J.K. Waits, announced the de-
velopment Monday at a hear-
ing in the case of Abd al Hadi al
Iraqi, accused of committing war
crimes as commander of al-Qai-
da’s Army in Afghanistan after
the 2001 U.S. invasion.

It’s the latest wrinkle in an on-
going tug-of-war over an apparent
new assignment of female guards
to escort duty moving so-called
high-value captives to legal ap-
pointments from Camp 7, the se-
cret lockup at Guantanamo where
the U.S. keeps former captives of
the spy agency’s so-called Black
Site program. The prisoners say
that, for years, only male soldiers
moved them out of respect for
their religious and cultural belief
that only women in their family
can touch them.

The prison defends the male-
female shackling and escort duty
as consistent with the Pentagon’s
commitment to gender neutrality.
It says, however, that only men
still supervise Guantanamo pris-
oners’ showers and conduct geni-
tal searches.

The issue arose in October
when, according to Hadi de-
fense lawyer Marine Corps Lt.
Col. Tom Jasper, a female guard,
for the first time since Hadi got
to Guantanamo in 2007, tried to
shackle him.

The Muslim man refused, and
a squad of male soldiers forcibly
shackled and moved him back to
his Camp 7 cell.

Waits responded in November
with an injunction against the use
of female guards. He’ll hear argu-
ment on whether to keep the ban
this week. Defense lawyers char-
acterize it as a religious rights
issue at the prison that highlights
its sensitivity to captives’ Muslim
traditions and religion. They have
invoked the U.S. Supreme Court’s
Hobby Lobby religious accom-
modation decision.

The female guard issue is part
of a long list of conditions-of-con-
finement challenges at the war

court to shifting prison practices
for former CIA detainees whose
harsh treatment was revealed
in the recently released Senate
“Torture Report.”

In the female guard issue, an
Army judge, Col. James L. Pohl,
has issued a similar restraining
order in the Sept. 11 conspiracy
case, preventing female guards
from touching alleged 9/11 mas-
termind Khalid Sheikh Moham-
med and four co-defendants.
Those five men are accused of
training, financing and other-
wise assisting the 19 hijackers in
the terrorist attacks that killed
nearly 3,000 people at the World
Trade Center, Pentagon and at a
Pennsylvania field.

Pohl filed a notice in his case
Monday that a complaint had
also been filed against him, ac-
cording to a 9/11 case defense at-
torney, Air Force Capt. Michael
Schwartz.

Pohl hadn’t seen the complaint,
according to the notice, but said
it was “filed by female guards in
regard to (the Commission’s) in-
terim order, AE254JJ.”

Prison spokesmen provided
no details on the complaint filed
under the military’s Equal Op-
portunity program whose motto
is “Treating People with Dignity
and Respect.”

Reporters arriving for this
week’s war court session Sunday
found a how-to brochure with the
contact information of a newly
assigned Air Force noncommis-
sioned officer responsible for re-
ceiving such complaints posted
on a bulletin board inside the re-
porters’ work room.

It provided email and phone
contacts for the prison’s Equal
Opportunity Manager, along with
her photograph, and the slogan:
“Equal Opportunity: ‘A First Re-
source. Not a Last Resort.””

Waits said that he was noti-
fied on Friday by the chief of the
Navy/Marine Corps judiciary, a
female officer, that the complaint
was filed at the U.S. Southern
Command, where Marine Gen.
John F. Kelly has oversight of the
prison. It was unclear whether
Kelly would decide the sexual
discrimination complaint.

The prison had no comment on
where the complaints had been
filed. But a military official who
was not authorized to be identi-
fied said the women had done it
through the detention center’s
Equal Opportunity office.

We've been making
loans of up to

square miles of training available
24 hours a day, seven days a week,”
said Mashuda, whose group previ-
ously sued over permits issued to
the Navy.

The Navy needs authorization
from the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration under
the Marine Mammal Protection
Actbecause explosive detonations,
sonar and vessel strikes have the

potential to disturb, injure or kill
marine mammals. Its current
five-year permit expires this year.

The Navy’s preferred alterna-
tive proposes 30 bombing exer-
cises per year, as well as increased
air-to-surface missile exercises
and anti-submarine tracking ac-
tivities that use sonar. It is taking
comments through Feb. 2 on its
updated proposal.
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WAR ON TERRORISM

AP

Kurds wave the flags of outlawed rebel group PKK to celebrate in
Istanbul, Turkey, on Monday, hours after Kurdish fighters backed by
U.S.-led airstrikes pushed the Islamic State out of Kobani, Syria.

Kurds expand
offensive beyond
key Syrian town

By Bassem MRoOUE
The Associated Press

BEIRUT — Kurdish fighters
expanded their offensive Tues-
day after driving Islamic State
militants from the Syrian border
town of Kobani the previous day
to retake dozens of surrounding
villages still held by the militants,
activists and officials said.

Pushing the Islamic State out
of Kobani after a bloody, four-
month campaign was a signifi-
cant boost for both the Kurds
and the U.S.-led coalition, though
U.S. Central Command tempered
Monday’s victory by saying it es-
timated that 90 percent of Kobani
was now controlled by Kurdish
forces.

From Kobani, Kurdish troops
took the fight Tuesday to the vil-
lage of Shiran, southeast of the
town, said Mustafa Bali, a Ko-
bani-based activist. Earlier in
the day, they captured the nearby
village of Qarah Hlanj. The Brit-
ain-based Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights confirmed
the capture of Qarah Hlanj and
said the fighting near Shiran has
intensified.

The victory in Kobani came at
a high cost.

“The city has been fully liber-
ated,” said senior Kurdish of-
ficial Idriss Nassan, speaking
by telephone from inside the

town. He said Kobani is “nearly
destroyed.”

In September, Islamic State
fighters captured about 300
Kurdish villages and hamlets
near Kobani and thrust into the
town, occupying nearly half of it
and sending tens of thousands of
residents fleeing into Turkey.

The main Kurdish militia, the
People’s Protection Units, or
YPG, aims to “liberate” all vil-
lages near the Kobani area from
Islamic State fighters, the force’s
commander, Mohammed Barkha-
dan, told reporters Tuesday.

The scope of the destruction
will make it hard for refugees to
return anytime soon.

“The war in the town is over
but the difficult task has begun,”
said Bali, the activist. “There is
no water, electricity or sewage
system.”

Across the border, Turkish se-
curity forces fired tear gas Tues-
day to prevent about 1,000 Kurds
from crossing into Kobani to cel-
ebrate, Turkey’s private Dogan
news agency reported. Earlier,
several legislators from Turkey’s
pro-Kurdish party traveled to
Kobani.

Nawaf Khalil, a spokesman for
Syria’s powerful Kurdish Demo-
cratic Union Party, urged the
world to help. Kobani, he said,
“deserves mternatlonal support
for its reconstruction.”

Anti-terrorism raids net 8 more
suspects in France and Belgium

By LornNE Cook
AND Lort HINNANT
The Associated Press

BRUSSELS — Anti-terrorism
raids in France and Belgium net-
ted eight more suspects on Tues-
day as Paris urged its European
Union partners to step up the fight
against terrorism financing with
new measures to make transac-
tions more transparent.

Interior minister Bernard Ca-
zeneuve said that raids in south-
ern France detained five people
and broke up “one more network”
in a small town that has seen sev-
eral youths leave to fight in Syria
and Iraq.

He pledged the country’s “total
mobilization” against terrorism
would continue unabated after
attacks around Paris earlier this
month by three Islamic radicals
left 20 people dead, including the
gunmen.

In western Belgium, authorities
detained three men and found
a cache of arms in an operation
linked to a terrorist threat, said

prosecutor spokeswoman Karlien
Ververken.

The detention could not imme-
diately be linked to a raid in the
eastern town of Verviers earlier
this month that left two suspects
dead and later put seven more be-
hind bars.

Belgian authorities said that
raid had averted an imminent
major terrorist attack against po-
lice and their offices.

At EU headquarters, French
Finance Minister Michel Sapin
said he wants to rapidly seal a new
EU anti-money-laundering deal
“and to accelerate other comple-
mentary measures to be able to
locate all these small movements
that are at the heart of terrorist
financing.”

France wants tighter coopera-
tion on sharing intelligence relat-
ed to money-laundering, tougher
legislation on freezing suspects’
assets, and to improve the ability
of customs services to track gold
and other assets.

Bank account registries and

the control of virtual money like
bitcoins could also be discussed.

The new EU money-laundering
plans aim to ensure that the real
owners of companies and trusts
are listed in public registers in
Europe, and to force banks, au-
ditors, lawyers and others to be
more vigilant about suspicious
transactions.

Mindful of the attacks in
France, and raids and arrests
in other EU countries including
Belgium, Germany, Greece and
Spain, finance ministers want to
fast-track the package and dis-
cuss the new French initiatives in
parallel.

Dutch Finance Minister Jeroen
Dijsselbloem said it is “crucial to
cut off all terrorist groups of fi-
nancing means, and any proposal
that would lead to that I would
very much support.”

“We will look very positively at
new initiatives,” said Denmark’s
economy minister, Morten
Ostergaard.

Purported Islamic State message
threatens lives of 2 held captive

The Associated Press

CAIRO — An online message
purportedly from the Islamic
State group warned Tuesday that
a Japanese hostage and Jordani-
an pilot the extremists hold have
less than “24 hours left to live.”

The message, posted online
Tuesday afternoon, again de-
manded the release of Sajida
al-Rishawi, an Iragi woman sen-
tenced to death in Jordan for
involvement in a 2005 terrorist
attack that killed 60 people. It
also mentioned Jordanian pilot
1st Lt. Mw’ath al-Kaseasbeh, who
is a captive of the Islamic State.

Tuesday’s video matched a
message released over the week-
end, though neither bore the logo
of the Islamic State’s al-Furgan
media arm. The weekend video
showed a still photo of freelance
Jjournalist Kenji Goto, 47, holding
what appears to be a photo of the
body of Japanese hostage Haruna
Yukawa, 42.

The Associated Press could
not independently verify either
video. However, several militant
websites affiliated with the Is-
lamic State referenced the video
and posted links to it late Tuesday
afternoon.

A Japanese envoy in Jordan,
Deputy Foreign Minister Ya-
suhide Nakayama, earlier ex-
pressed hope the two hostages
would return home “with a smile
on their faces.”

“I hope we can all firmly work
hard and join hands to cooperate,
and for the two countries (Japan
and Jordan) to cooperate, in order
for us to see the day when the Jor-
danian pilot and our Japanese
national Mr. Goto can both safely
return to their own countries with
a smile on their faces,” he told re-

In thus image from an Oct. 3

Reportr video released by Independent

Press and Pacific Bridge Media & Consulting, Japanese video
journalist Kenji Goto, 47, reports from a Kurdish town near Kobani,
Syria. Islamic State militants are holding Goto hostage.

porters late Monday night after
another day of crisis talks in the
Jordanian capital.

It was the first time a Japanese
official mentioned al-Kaseasbeh,
who has been held by the extrem-
ist Islamic State after crashing in
December. It wasn’t clear when
the pilot’s possible release had
entered the picture.

Goto was seized in late October
in Syria, apparently while try-
ing to rescue Yukawa, who was
captured by the militants last
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Japanese officials have indi-
cated they are treating the video
released over the weekend as
authentic and thus accepting the
likelihood that Yukawa, an adven-
turer captured in Syria last sum-
mer, was killed.

Securing the release of al-
Rishawi would be a major pro-
paganda coup for the Islamic
State and would allow the group
to reaffirm its links to al-Qaida in
Iraq.
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Boston blizzard howls; NY gets off easy

Wednesday, January 28, 2015

By BoB SALSBERG
AND DENISE LAVOIE
The Associated Press

BOSTON — A howling blizzard with
wind gusts over 70 mph heaped snow on
Boston along with other stretches of lower
New England and Long Island, NY., on
Tuesday but failed to live up to the hype
in Philadelphia and New York City, where
buses and subways started rolling again in
the morning.

In New England, the storm that arrived
Monday evening was a bitter, paralyzing
blast, while in the New York metro area, it
was a bust that left forecasters apologizing
and politicians defending their near-total
shutdown on travel. Some residents grum-
bled, but others sounded a better-safe-than-
sorry note and even expressed sympathy
for the weatherman.

At least 2 feet of snow was expected in
most of Massachusetts, potentially making
it one of the top snowstorms of all time. The
National Weather Service said a 78 mph
gust was reported on Nantucket, and a 72
mph one on Martha’s Vineyard.

“It felt like sand hitting you in the face,”
Bob Paglia said after walking his dog four
times overnight in Whitman, a small town
about 20 miles south of Boston.

Maureen Keller, who works at Gurney’s,
an oceanfront resort in Montauk, N.Y., on
the tip of Long Island, said, “It feels like a
hurricane with snow.”

As of midmorning, the Boston area had
about a foot of snow, while the far eastern
tip of Long Island had more than 2 feet.
Snowplow operators around New England
struggled to keep up, and Boston police
drove several dozen doctors and nurses to
‘work at hospitals.

“At 4 o'clock this morning, it was the
worst I've ever seen it,” said Larry Messier,
a snowplow driver in Columbia, Conn. “You
could plow, and then five minutes later you'd
have to plow again.”

As the storm pushed into the North-
east on Monday, the region came to a near
standstill, alarmed by forecasters’ dire
predictions. More than 7,700 flights were

and schools, busi and gov-
ernment offices closed.

But as the storm pushed northward, it
tracked farther east than forecasters had
been expecting, and conditions improved
quickly in its wake. By midmorning Tues-
day, New Jersey and New York City lifted
driving bans, and subways and trains
started rolling again, with a return to a full
schedule expected Wednesday.

While Philadelphia, New York and New
Jersey had braced for a foot or two of snow
from what forecasters warned could be a
storm of potentially historic proportions,
they got far less than that. New York City re-
ceived about 8 inches, Philadelphia a mere
inch or so. New Jersey got up to 8 inches.

A National Weather Service forecaster in
Mount Holly, N.J., apologized on Twitter for
the off-target forecast.

“You made a lot of tough decisions ex-
pecting us to get it right, and we didn’t.
Once again, I'm sorry,” Gary Szatkowski
tweeted.

2015-16

Mid-Atlantic dealt
just ‘glancing blow’

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In the wild
world of winter weather, location is
everything. So small, last-minute
changes in the air morphed what was
supposed to be crippling feet of snow
into a handful of inches.

Meteorologists say the nor’easter
stayed about 75 to 100 miles east of
its predicted track, which meant the
western edge — New York and New
Jersey — got 10 inches less than
forecast.

The Mid-Atlantic region avoided
the brunt of a powerful winter storm
that parts of the Northeast.

A man chases his blowing umbrella during a snowstorm Tuesday in Boston.

AP photos

Left: An electronic board displays the status of deparhng flights at Newark Liberty

International Airport in Newark

N.J.,
Right: Pedestrians walk bundled agamst the blowmg snow in Boston.

The Manhattan-bound tube of the Midtown Tunnel in Queens, N.Y., drew scant traffic
on Tuesday following a forecast of a severe winter storm. Manluman was among the
cities that didn’t see nearly the amount of snow predicted.
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Snowfalls in Washington and Bal-
timore fell short of predictions, with
about 1 inch each by Tuesday. Wash-
ington had been predicted to see up
to 4 inches, and Baltimore had been
expected to get up to 6 inches.

“We got a glancing blow,” said Jim
Lee, a meteorologist with the Nation-
al Weather Service.

The rest of Maryland and Dela-
ware also saw lower-than-predicted
snow totals. National Weather Ser-
vice data show that the most that fell
in Maryland was in Germantown in
suburban Washington, at 4.5 inches.
Fairfax in northern Virginia got 4.3
inches.

Most of Delaware saw barely an
inch of snow, when up to 10 inches
had been predicted.

Many school districts in the region
closed Tuesday because of lingering
snow showers and slick roads, and
hundreds of flights were canceled
in and out of the area’s three major
airports.

Eric Moran, 20, an oil industry
worker from Swedesboro, N.J., was
sleep-deprived but cheerful after a
series of delayed and rerouted flights
brought him to Baltimore-Washing-
ton International Thurgood Marshall
Airport on Tuesday morning.

Moran said he left Wichita Falls,
Texas, early Monday afternoon, but
his connecting flight from Dallas to
Philadelphia was canceled. Ameri-
can Airlines put him on a flight to
Chicago and another to Baltimore,
which arrived about 1 a.m. Tuesday.

New Jersey officials had imposed
highway travel restrictions because
of the storm, so Moran asked his
friend to wait until Tuesday to make
the nearly 80-mile drive from south-
ern New Jersey to the airport to take
him home.

“I’'m not paying a penny for anoth-
er flight,” Moran said. “And I'll be
honest, I am tired of flying.”
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HARIO MINI MART 1100-1700 WED JAN 28 1700 WED JAN 28 |5499q 3
FLEET STORE 1300 THUR JAN 29 0500 FRIJAN 30 =4
AUTGPORT / MINI MART 1800 THUR JAN 29 0700 FRIJAN 30 1 it
NAVY LODGE MINI MART 2000 THUR JAN 29 0800 FRIJAN 30
NEX DEPOT 0830-1300 FRIJAN 30 1300 FRI JAN 30 S PECRURET
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Ex-CIA
officer
spills US
secrets

By MATTHEW BARAKAT
The Associated Press

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — For
years, ex-CIA case officer Jeffrey
Sterling was the one under indict-
ment but prosecutors’ primary
focus of pursuit was journalist Jef-
frey Risen.

Prosecutors believed Sterling
leaked details to Risen about one
of the government’s most closely
held secrets: a CIA mission to de-
rail Iran’s nuclear ambitions by
giving them deliberately flawed
blueprints.

Risen, though, wouldn’t divulge
his sources. Prosecutors sought
court orders forcing Risen to tes-
tify, saying their job would be im-
measurably more difficult without
his testimony.

Ultimately, prosecutors won
their case without Risen. On Mon-
day, Sterling was convicted in
federal court on all nine charges
he faced after a two-week trial
in which Risen never made an
appearance.

Experts said the trial shows
the government can pursue leak
investigations without relying on
recalcitrant reporters.

At issue in the two-week trial
was who told Risen about the mis-
sion, one that former national se-
curity adviser Condoleezza Rice
testified was one of America’s best
chances to derail Iran’s nuclear-
weapons ambitions?

The case was delayed for years
as prosecutors fought to force
Risen to divulge his sources. Risen
eventually lost his legal battle to
quash a government subpoena.
But prosecutors ultimately decid-
ed not to call him to testify after
the Justice Department, bowing
to pressure from free-press advo-
cates, promised it would not ask
Risen sensitive questions about

_af
Kevin WoLr/AP

Former CIA officer Jeffrey Sterling leaves the Alexandria Federal
Courthouse in Alexandria, Va., on Monday with his wife, Holly.

his sources.

Lacking Risen’s testimony, pros-
ecutors acknowledged a lack of di-
rect evidence against Sterling, 47,
of O’Fallon, Mo., but said the cir-
cumstantial evldence against him
was overwhelming.

Defense lawyers had said the
evidence showed that Capitol Hill
staffers who had been briefed on
the classified operation were more
likely the source of the leak.

Following the verdict, defense
lawyer Edward MacMahon said
he was disappointed, but “we still
believe in Jeffrey’s innocence.”
Sterling will have the option to ap-
peal his case after he is sentenced
in April. Motions to dismiss the
case on various legal grounds are
also still pending in front of the
trial judge, U.S. District Judge
Leonie Brinkema.

Lucy Dalglish, dean of the Uni-
versity of Maryland’s journalism

school and former director of
the Reporters Committee for the
Freedom of the Press, said she
‘was not surprised by the verdict,
which followed days of testimony
from CIA officials who testified
without revealing their last names
and from behind a gray screen
that shielded their faces from the
public.

“They’re going to use this case
to terrify federal employees.
They’re going to use this case to
teach the intelligence community
a lesson” about the consequences
of leaks, she said.

The Obama administration has
brought more leak cases than all
of his predecessors combined.
U.S. Army Pvt. Chelsea Manning,
‘who leaked more than 700,000 se-
cret military and diplomatic docu-
ments to the WikiLeaks website,
was convicted at a military trial
and sentenced to military prison.

Obama: US needs framework for drone use, safety

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The United
States has fallen behind techno-
logical advancements that have
made small drones readily avail-
able and must update its laws to
ensure safety, President Barack
Obama said Tuesday in his first
public comments about a drone
that crashed on the White House
grounds.

Obama said drones, properly
used, have the potential to em-
power people in ways unimagi-
nable just a decade ago. He said
the federal government is playing
catch-up to ensure they will be
used safely in the U.S. and don’t
violate privacy.

“We don’t yet have the legal
structures and the architecture
both globally and within individ-
ual countries to manage them the
way that we need to,” Obama said
in a CNN interview. He said part

of his job in his final two years in
office “is seeing if we can start
providing some sort of framework
that ensures that we get the good
and minimize the bad.”

Obama likened the 2-foot-long
quadcopter that crashed on the
presidential lawn to one that could
be bought at a Radio Shack store,
a reminder that technology that
was once cutting-edge and expen-
sive is now easily acquired by the
American consumer.

He said drones have “incredibly
useful functions,” ranging from
agriculture and conservation to
package delivery, but that like
with cyberspace, U.S. policies to
deal with them are still a work in
progress.

The drone-control debate has
hit uncomfortably close to home
for Obama, thanks to an appar-
ently hapless hobbyist who later
stepped forward to own up to a big

Courtesy oF THE U.S. SECRET SERVICE/AP

This small drone crashed onto
the White House grounds on
Monday, triggering a major
emergency response.

mistake. Questions persist about
why a night-owl drone operator
would be flying it within range of
the White House at 3 a.m. on Mon-
day, but the Secret Service’s early
investigation he meant

Dems, GOP spar
over probe into
Benghazi attack

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A special
U.S. House of Representatives
committee investigating a 2012
attack in Libya that killed an
American ambassador has de-
volved into partisan bickering.

As the panel holds its third pub-
lic hearing Tuesday, Democrats
complain that the panel’s Republi-
can chairman has excluded them
from crucial steps in the inves-
tigation, while Republicans say
Democrats are playing politics.

The Sept. 11, 2012, attack on
a U.S. post in the Libyan city of
Benghazi killed U.S. Ambassador
Chris Stevens, foreign service
Officer Sean Smith and two CIA
contractors, Tyrone S. Woods and
Glen Doherty.

A Libyan extremist, Ahmed
Abu Khatalla, is facing trial on
murder charges after he was cap-
tured in Libya and brought to the
us.

In the aftermath of the at-
tack, Republicans criticized the
Obama administration and then-
Secretary of State Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton. Some Republicans
contend that the military held
back assets that could have saved
lives and that Obama and Clinton
lied to the public about the nature
of the attack.

A report by the House Intelli-
gence Committee last fall found
that the CIA and the military
acted properly in responding to
the attack. Debunking a series
of persistent allegations hinting
at dark conspiracies, the panel
determined there was no intel-
ligence failure, no delay in send-
ing a CIA rescue team, no missed
opportunity for a military rescue
and no evidence the CIA was co-
vertly shipping arms from Libya
to Syria.

Democrats deride the con-
tinued interest in Benghazi as
a right-wing effort to keep talk
of scandal fresh and harm a po-
tential Clinton bid for the presi-
dency in 2016 despite numerous
investigations.

In a strongly worded Iletter,
Rep. Elijjah Cummings, the pan-
el’s top Democrat, said the pan-
el’s chairman, Rep. Trey Gowdy,
a Republican, has used different
standards for Republicans and
Democrats and has held secret
meetings with witnesses from the
State Department and other agen-
cies. Gowdy said in response late
Monday that he has the author-
ity to unilaterally subpoena wit-
nesses, but he promised to give
Democrats a week’s notice before
issuing such a subpoena.

US announces charges in
NY Russian spy ring case

By Tom Havs

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Three Russian
citizens were charged Monday in
connection with a Cold War-style
Russian spy ring that spoke in
code, passed messages concealed
in bags and magazines, and tried
to recruit people with ties to an
unnamed New York City univer-
sity, authorities said.

The defendants were directed
by Russian authorities to gather
sensitive economic intelligence
on potential U.S. sanctions
against Russian banks and ef-
forts here to develop alternative
energy resources, according to a
complaint filed in federal court in
Manhattan.

Prosecutors say one defen-
dant, Yevgeny Buryakov, posed
as an employee in the Manhattan
branch of a Russian bank. He was
arrested Monday in the Bronx,
where he lived with his Russian
wife and two children.

At an initial court appearance,
Assistant U.S. Attorney Adam

no harm.

Fee portrayed Buryakov as a pro-

fessional spy skilled at duplicity.

“His life here, your honor, re-
ally is a deception,” the prosecu-
tor said.

Buryakov, 39, arrived in the
United States in 2010 and had a
work visa. His lawyer, Sabrina
Shroff, lost an argument for bail
after a magistrate judge agreed
with the government that he had
an incentive to flee since his
cover was blown.

The two others named in the
complaint, Igor Sporyshev and
Victor Podobnyy — described as
Buryakov’s handler — held low-
level diplomatic positions. They
were protected from prosecution
because of their diplomatic status
and are believed to have returned
to Russia.

Between March 2012 and as
recently as mid-September 2014,
the FBI observed Buryakov and
Sporyshev meeting 48 times in
outdoor settings, the complaint
says. Several of the meetings “in-
volved Buryakov passing a bag,
magazine or slip of paper to Spo-
ryshev,” it says.
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An old Israeli tank sits in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights near the border with Syria on Tuesday.

Israel retaliates after rockets strike from Syria

By BATSHEVA SOBELMAN
Los Angeles Times

JERUSALEM — At least two
rockets fired from Syria landed in
Israeli territory Tuesday, drawing
retaliatory fire into Syria, Israel’s
military said.

The rockets landed on the Is-
raeli-controlled side of the Golan
Heights, a strategic plateau Is-
rael seized from Syria in the 1967
Middle East War. The rockets
caused no injuries but prompted
the evacuation of 1,000 visitors

from Mount Hermon, Israel’s only
ski site.

The Israeli army responded
with artillery, firing about 20
shells at what it said was the
source of fire in Syria. According
to initial reports from Syria, two
people were killed.

It was not immediately clear
who fired the rockets, but Israel’s
security forces have been on high
alert since an airstrike Jan. 18
killed a dozen members of the mil-
itant group Hezbollah and Iranian
forces in Syria. Iran, Syria and

Hezbollah have vowed to retaliate
for the operation, which was at-
tributed to Israel.

Israel has signaled over the
last week that it was not inter-
ested in an escalation but would
react if attacked. “Israel will not
tolerate any provocation and will
hold governments responsible
for organizations operating from
their territory,” Defense Minister
Moshe Yaalon said.

Meanwhile, Israel has beefed
up its deployment of forces along
its northern borders with Leba-

ARIEL ScHALIT/AP

non and Syria since the strike. Its
forces have begun digging deep
ditches to prevent cross-border in-
filtration from Syria, local media
report.

Following Tuesday’s rocket fire,
security authorities announced
that the Mount Hermon ski site
would remain closed for the time
being, and police deployed several
roadblocks to keep civilian traf-
fic away from the border. Israeli
farmers were instructed to stay
out of fields and orchards in prox-
imity to the border with Syria.

Philippine commander fired after 44 commandos Killed

By Jim GoMEZ
The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — Phil-
ippine officials have removed the
commander of a police special
action force from his post after at
least 44 antiterrorism commandos
were killed in a clash with Muslim
rebels in the country’s south.

The government’s biggest
single-day combat loss in recent
memory shocked many and led to
fears it could endanger a recent
peace deal signed with the biggest
Muslim rebel group.

Interior Secretary Mar Roxas
said Tuesday that police Direc-
tor Getulio Napenas did not clear
Sunday’s assault on top terrorism
suspects in a remote village near
Mamasapano town with him or
with the national police chief.

Roxas said the commandos may
have killed one of their targets,
but they also became entangled in
separate firefights with hard-line
Muslim insurgents and members
of the main Muslim rebel group,
the 11,000-strong Moro Islamic
Liberation Front. He said 44 com-
mandos were killed and 12 others
were wounded.

Roxas called the commandos
“fallen heroes” who sacrificed
their lives to try to capture Ma-
laysian bombing suspect Zulkifli
bin Hir, or Marwan. He may have
been killed, and efforts are un-
derway to confirm whether that is
true, Roxas said. Another suspect-
ed terrorist, Filipino bomb-maker

Members of the Philippine National Police Special Action Forces load bodies of police commandos into
vehicles in Maguindanao, Philippines, on Monday.

up to $5 million for Marwan'’s cap-

ture and $1 million for Usman.

Both have been blamed by U.S.

and Philippine authorities for

deadly bomb attacks and provid-

ing bomb-making training to
. ;

Abdul Basit Usman, to
escape, Roxas said.
The United States has offered

al-Qaida-link in the
country’s south.
After attacking Marwan, the po-

lice commandos came under fire
from hard-line Muslim insurgents
in the village, and some strayed
elsewhere and became entangled
in a firefight with members of the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front,
national police Deputy Director
General Leonardo Espina said.
The Moro rebels signed a peace

deal with the government last
March that aims to establish a
more powerful and better-funded
autonomous region for minority
Muslims in the south and end a
decadeslong rebellion. The con-
flict has left 150,000 people dead
and helped stunt development in
the country’s poorest regions.

Deadly
attack
on hotel
in Libya

By Esam MoHAMED
The Associated Press

TRIPOLI, Libya — Gunmen
stormed a luxury hotel in the Lib-
yan capital of Tripoli on Tuesday,
killing at least five foreigners and
three guards, officials said.

The attack, which included a
car bombing, struck the Corin-
thia Hotel, which sits along the
Mediterranean Sea.

By Tuesday afternoon, Mah-
moud Hamza, commander of
the so-called Special Deterrent
Force, told private satellite tele-
vision station al-Nabaa that the
situation was “under control,”
though he couldn’t confirm the
whereabouts of the gunmen. He
also said five foreigners were
killed, without elaborating.

Another security official ear-
lier said the gunmen killed three
guards and took hostages, but
had no further information on the
captives’ identities.

The official also said that two
commercial landmark towers be-
hind the hotel were evacuated out
of security concerns. He spoke on
condition of anonymity because
he was not authorized to speak to
reporters.

A hotel staffer said the attack
began when five masked gun-
men wearing bulletproof vests
stormed the hotel after security
guards at the hotel’s gate tried to
stop them. He said they entered
the hotel and fired randomly at
the staff in the lobby.

The staffer said the gunmen
fired in his direction when he
opened his door to look out. He
said he joined the rest of the staff
and foreign guests fleeing out the
hotel’s back doors into the park-
ing lot.

When they got there, he said a
car bomb exploded in the parking
lot only 100 yards away. He said
that came after a protection force
entered the lobby and opened
fire on the attackers. He said two
guards were immediately killed.
The staffer spoke on condition
of anonymity because he feared
being targeted later by militants.

The car bomb left at least five
cars in the parking lot burned,
and it damaged some windows in
the hotel’s facade, he said.

The hotel had Italian, Brit-
ish and Turkish guests but was
largely empty at the time of the
attack, the staffer said. He said
militia-backed Prime Minister
Omar al-Hassi usually lives at the
hotel but was not there Tuesday.
Al-Hassi’s security guards also
weren’t there, he said.
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CaroLyN KasTeR/AP

President Barack Obama is greeted by new Saudi Arabian King Salman bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud Salman
as the president and first lady Michelle Obama arrive on Air Force One at King Khalid International
Airport in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on Tuesday.

Ties: Obama seeks halance of interests

FROM FRONT PAGE

In a bid to balance human rights
with strategic interests, Obama
said he has found it most effec-
tive to apply steady pressure over
human rights “even as we are get-
ting business done that needs to
get done.”

“Sometimes we need to balance
our need to speak to them about
human rights issues with immedi-
ate concerns we have in terms of
counterterrorism or dealing with
regional stability,” Obama said in
a CNN interview in advance of his
arrival.

King Salman bin Abdul-Aziz
Al Saud Salman formally greeted
Obama and the U.S. delegation at
Erga Palace on the outskirts of
Riyadh, where dozens of Saudi
officials filed through a marble-
walled room to greet the Ameri-
cans under massive crystal
chandeliers. After a three-course
dinner of grilled meats, baked lob-
ster and Arabic and French des-
erts, Obama and Salman sat down
for their first formal meeting
without making any comments to
reporters covering the visit.

Ahead of his arrival, Obama
suggested that he would not be
raising U.S. concerns about Saudi
Arabia’s flogging of blogger Raif
Badawi, who was convicted of in-
sulting Islam and sentenced to 10
years in prison and 1,000 lashes.

His first flogging took place in
early January in front of dozens of

people in the Red Sea city of Jid-
dah, though a second round has
been postponed after a doctor said
his wounds from the first lashes
had not yet healed.

“On this visit, obviously a lot of
this is just paying respects to King
Abdullah, who in his own fashion
presented some modest reform ef-
forts within the kingdom,” Obama
said.

Stepping off the plane earlier
in Riyadh, the president and first
lady Michelle Obama were greet-
ed by Salman and a military band
playing both countries’ national
anthems. Some of the all-male
Saudi delegation shook hands with
Mrs. Obama while others gave
her a nod as they passed by. Mrs.
Obama wore full-length clothing
but no headscarf, as is typical for
many Western women in Saudi
Arabia, despite the strict dress
code for Saudi women appearing
in public.

Obama cut short the final day
of his trip to India to make the
four-hour stop in Riyadh. Further
underscoring the key role Saudi
Arabia has long played in U.S.
foreign policy in the Middle East
was the extensive delegation that
joined Obama for the visit.

Secretary of State John Kerry
joined Obama in Riyadh, along
with former secretaries of state
Condoleezza Rice and James
Baker III, both of whom served
Republican presidents. Former
White House national security

advisers Brent Scowcroft, Sandy
Berger and Stephen Hadley also
made the trip, as did Sen. John
McCain, R-Ariz., a frequent critic
of Obama’s Mideast policy.

CIA Director John Brennan and
Gen. Lloyd Austin, commander
of U.S. Central Command, which
overseas military activity in the
Middle East, were also taking
part in Tuesday’s meetings with
the Saudis.

“It meets the threshold of being
bipartisan, high-level and people
who worked very closely with
Saudi Arabia over many years,”
said Ben Rhodes, Obama’s deputy
national security adviser.

The New York Times reported
that the size of the American del-
egation suggested Washington’s
interest in bolstering its ties with
the Saudis.

“It is very obvious that Obama
wants to make a point, that ‘We do
care for Saudi Arabia, and I have
assembled your friends and my
foes and brought them with me,””
Jamal Khashoggi, a prominent
Saudi journalist and commenta-
tor, told the Times. “It is good, but
will it be more than just paying
condolences?”

Khashoggi said the two govern-
ments nearly understand that be-
cause of instability throughout the
Middle East, they need a new re-
gional policy “because whatever
we had in the past has failed,” he
said.

Fidel Castro comments on shift in US relations

By ANDREA RODRIGUEZ
The Associated Press

HAVANA — Former Cuban
leader Fidel Castro, 88, ended his
long silence over his country’s
decision to restore diplomatic
ties with the United States, writ-
ing that he backs the negotiations
even though he distrusts politics
in Washington.

The comments were the first
by the revolutionary leader on the
talks with the U.S. since the his-
toric Dec. 17 declaration that the

countries would move to restore
ties broken more than a half-cen-
tury ago.

“I don’t trust the policy of the
United States, nor have I ex-
changed a word with them, but this
does not mean I reject a pacific so-
lution to the conflicts,” he wrote
in a letter to a student federation
read at the University of Havana.
It also appeared in the Communist
Party newspaper Granma.

“We will always defend coop-
eration and friendship with all
the people of the world, including

with our political adversaries,” he
wrote.

Two weeks ago, Fidel Cas-
tro sent a letter to soccer legend
Diego Maradona to quash rumors
of his death. At the time, it was the
first reported word from Castro
in nearly three months. The letter
was read on Venezuela state tele-
vision network Telesur.

A serious illness forced Castro
to step down from duties as presi-
dent, handing over leadership to
his younger brother, Raul.

Argentine president calls
for spy services overhaul

By PETER PRENGAMAN
The Associated Press

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina
— President Cristina Fernandez
called on Congress to dissolve Ar-
gentina’s intelligence services in
the wake of the mysterious death
of a prosecutor, strongly denying
his accusation that she had sought
to shield former Iranian officials
suspected in the 1994 bombing of
a Jewish center.

In a nationally televised address
late Monday, her first since the
death of prosecutor Alberto Nis-
man hours before he was to give
potentially explosive testimony on
the alleged cover-up, Fernandez
said her proposal to create a new
spy agency would be presented
to lawmakers by the end of the
week.

She did not say who might have
killed Nisman, but in recent let-
ters posted on social media, she
suggested that rogue intelligence
agents may have orchestrated
the death in a plot against her
government. In the speech, she
provided no new details of the al-
leged plot, and Fernandez herself
oversees the intelligence agencies
in question.

She said reforming the clan-
destine services was a “national
debt” the country has had since
the return of democracy in 1983.
Argentina had several years of a
brutal dictatorship, and Fernan-
dez suggested that the problems of
today had their roots in the years
of that military government.

While government officials

had previously labeled Nisman’s
allegations as absurd, Monday’s

speech was the first time Fernan-
dez had taken them on directly.

“It’s unreasonable to think our
government could even be sus-
pected of such a maneuver,” said
Fernandez.

Nisman, 51, was found dead Jan.
18 in the bathroom in his apart-
ment, a bullet in his right temple.
A .22-caliber gun was found next
to him. His death came days after
he gave a judge a report alleging
that Fernandez secretly reached
a deal to prevent prosecution of
former Iranian officials accused
of involvement in the 1994 bomb-
ing of Argentina’s largest Jewish
center, which killed 85 people.
She allegedly reached the deal in
exchange for economic and trade
benefits with Iran.

Iran has denied the accusation.

Nisman’s death has produced
anti-government  protests and
myriad conspiracy theories, rang-
ing from suicide to the involvement
of Iranian intelligence agents.

Appearing rested and calm,
Fernandez began with a spirited
defense of all her government had
done to try to solve the 1994 case.

She lamented that more than 20
years later, nobody had been con-
victed or even detained. She noted
that her predecessor, husband and
former President Nestor Kirch-
ner, had appointed Nisman to the
case after years of paralysis.

She said a 2013 memorandum
of understanding with Iran was
aimed at obtaining cooperation
with the Middle Eastern power-
house to finally seek justice for the
bombing.

Ivan FERNANDEZ/AP

A protester in Plaza de Mayo square in Buenos Aires, Argentina,

carries a sign Monday

that reads, “We're all Nisman,” referring to

the death of special prosecutor Alberto Nisman.

3,000 child soldiers to
be freed in South Sudan

JUBA, South Sudan — About
3,000 child soldiers will be gradu-
ally released from an armed group
in South Sudan, the United Na-
tions children’s agency said after
280 children were freed Tuesday.

More phased releases will hap-
pen in the coming weeks, said
UNICEF, which helped negotiate
the freedom of the children, who
range in age from 11 to 17.

“These children have been
forced to do and see things no child
should ever experience,” UNICEF
South Sudan Representative Jona-

than Veitch said in a statement.
“The release of thousands of chil-
dren requires a massive response
to provide the support and protec-
tion these children need to begin
rebuilding their lives.”

They were recruited by the
South Sudan Democratic Army
Cobra Faction, an armed group
whose leader, David Yau Yau,
signed a peace agreement with
the South Sudan government last

ear.

In 2014, about 12,000 children
were used as soldiers by armed
forces and groups across South
Sudan, UNICEF said.

From The Associated Press
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ACROSS DOWN 25 Fraternity mem-
1 Scoop holder 1 Eatery bers
5 Mandible 2 Tournament for 27 Archery bow
8 “— Funny That mat wood
Way” 3 Like Felix, vis-a- 29“To be or —...”
12 Pinnacle vis Oscar 30 Agent
13 Mound stat 4 Additional 32 Consecrates with
14 Frangois’ father 5 “Wow!” oil
15 Pillow stuffing 6 Timetable 34 Starts liking, with
17 Picnic hamperer abbr. “to”
18 Catch 7 Nasty stingers 37 Right angle
19 Sulked 8 Tidied (up) 39 Mr. Gingrich
21 Hearty brew 9 1989 Winona 42 Classroom array
22“... —sweet sor- Ryder film 44 Nothing, to 48-
row” 10 Pennsylvania Down
23 Recede port 45 Performances
26 Attempt 11 Transmit 46 Opposite of
28 Adolescence 16 Stop “Giddyap!”
31 Wang of fashion 20 Chic no more 48 See 44-Down
33 Moment 23 Longoria or 49 Cheshire Cat's
35 Let fall Mendes look
36 Expiate 24 Wager 50 Being, to Brutus
530 Sole —"

38 Triumphed

40 Pigs’ digs
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43 Olympic perfec -
tion, maybe

45 For some time

47 Pang

51 Julie of “The
Talk”

52 Suffocates

54 Legal wrong

55 Family

56 Eye part

57 Lip

58 “Mayday!”

59 Unrivaled
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US deficit will continue to shrink in 15

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Solid eco-
nomic growth will help the U.S.
budget deficit shrink this year
to its lowest level since Presi-
dent Barack Obama took office,
according to congressional esti-
mates released Monday.

The Congressional Budget Of-
fice says the deficit will be $468
billion for the budget year that
ends in September. That’s slightly
less than last year’s $483 billion
deficit.

As a share of the economy,
CBO says this year’s deficit will
be slightly below the historical
average of the past 50 years.

The budget agency also says
the number of U.S. residents
without health insurance will
drop substantially — from 42
million last year to 36 million
this year — largely because of
the Affordable Care Act. Those
numbers don’t include people
who are in the U.S. illegally, who
are ineligible for subsidies under
the health law.

In a report released Monday,

the CBO projects solid economic
growth for the next few years.
The official scorekeeper of Con-
gress also expects unemployment
to drop slightly.

“InCBO’sestimation, increases
in consumer spending, business
investment and residential in-
vestment will drive the economic
expansion this year and over the
next few years,” the report said.

CBO also cited wage increases,
rising wealth and the recent de-
cline in oil prices.

For future years, the CBO is-
sued a warning. Beyond 2018,
deficits will start rising again as
more baby boomers retire and
enroll in Social Security and
Medicare. By 2025, annual bud-
get deficits could once again top
$1 trillion unless Congress acts.

At that point, government pen-
sion benefits would account for
one-quarter of all federal spend-
ing, said CBO Director Douglas
Elmendorf.

“The underlying point is that
we have a handful of very large
federal programs that provide

benefits to older Americans,” El-
mendorf said. “And with the ris-
ing number of older Americans
and a rising cost of health care,
those programs get much more
expensive.”

The White House said Monday
that Congress still has more to

0.

“CBO’s longer-term budget and
economic projections confirm
the need for Congress to act to
strengthen our economy for the
middle class while putting our
debt and deficits on a sustainable
trajectory, including by making
the investments that will acceler-
ate economic growth and gener-
ate good new jobs for our workers
to fill,” Deputy Press Secretary
Eric Schultz said in a statement.

Obama inherited an economy
in recession when he took office.
The annual deficit topped $1 tril-
lion for each of his first four years
in office, including a record $1.4
trillion in 2009.

The federal budget deficit be-
came a big issue during Obama’s
early years in office. In 2011,

Obama and congressional Repub-
licans struck a deal that resulted
in significant spending cuts at
many government agencies. At
the start of 2013, Obama per-
suaded Congress to further ad-
dress the deficit by raising taxes
on top earners.

Declining budget deficits could
reduce pressure on Congress to
continue addressing the govern-
ment’s finances.

Republicans, however, sig-
naled that they are not finished
cutting spending.

Jan. 26, 2015
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High-tech shopping

New innovations are aimed at improving
in-store experience for savvy consumers

By Saran HaLzACK
The Washington Post

NEW YORK
s more shopping moves online,
retailers are looking for ways to
step up the in-store experience to
make sure it remains compelling
and convenient.

The retail industry descended on New
York earlier this month for the National
Retail Federation’s Big Show, an annual
trade event where vendors showed off the
innovative offerings that they hope will
soon become commonplace in malls across
the globe.

Some of the technology on display
seemed a long way from ready to appear
at your local shopping center or supermar-
ket. Other innovations are already in use
at chain stores right now, and they could
change the way you shop.

Here’s a roundup of what they are and
how they work:

mintel MemoMi MemoryMirror. Ever
had that moment in the dressing room
when you just can’t decide whether you
want that new sweater in the blue or the
red? Enter Intel’s smart mirror, which is
used at Neiman Marcus stores. Using hand
gestures, shoppers can change the color of
their outfit on screen and can even com-
pare two looks side-by-side.

The smart mirror was impressively fast
at toggling between different looks and, un-
like other technology in this category, the
movement and wrinkling of the fabric was
reflected realistically on screen. One cave-
at: The orange-y red sweater you see in the
mirror was actually more of a fire engine
red in person, suggesting the color display
might not be perfectly precise.

mPanasonic helf. There are few

things more frustrating than scrambling
over to your local grocery store just before
it closes, only to realize they are out of that
rice vinegar you wanted for your stir-fry
recipe. The Panasonic Powershelf indirect-
1y fixes this problem for shoppers by helping
retailers reduce their out-of-stock goods. In

this system, a weight-sensitive mat is placed
on a shelf. When a shopper lifts the last item
off the shelf, a store employee instantly gets
a text message notifying him or her of the
exact product that needs to be restocked.

Powershelf also includes digital price
tags, which allow the retailer to change
their prices on the fly. If, say, a grocery
store realizes it has a glut of bananas it
need to sell before they spoil, it could drop
the price instantly across its whole system
or in one specific store. That’s a great deal
more efficient than changing paper price
tags, especially at a supermarket that has
thousands of different items for sale.

Powershelf is in use at 40 Whole Foods
Markets. Because the technology relies on
electrical inductive power, not batteries, it
can even be used in a grocery freezer.

u Shelfbucks. Data shows that the major-
ity of shoppers are now researching their
purchases on the Web before ultimately
acquiring the item in the store. Shelfbucks
aims to make it easier to conduct your on-
line research in-store.

The technology is being piloted at Game-
stop stores in Texas. Customers with the
Gamestop app can hold their phone over
the beacon device on the shelf and get ac-
cess to a range of product reviews and
other details about the game. As the sig-
nage specifies, customers can also get ac-
cess to discounts on that item.

While many stores are deploying bea-
cons to push coupons to shoppers’ smart-
phones, Shelfbucks believes this tactic is
ultimately equivalent to sending a spam e-
mail. Instead, they’re approach is to make
the consumer be proactive about conduct-
ing research and accessing coupons, a set-
up that might have particular appeal to
those concerned about privacy.

mToshiba TCxAmplify. Put simply, this
technology enables you to do self-check-
out at the grocery store using your smart-
phone. Toshiba’s technology is built into the
app of your favorite supermarket. You scan
your items as you put them in your cart
and, once you're finished shopping, you
simply wave your phone in front of a com-

PHotos BY Saran HaLzack/The Washington Post

Above: Intel's smart mirror lets shoppers use hand gestures to change the color of

their outfit on screen and can compare two looks side-by-side.
enables to

Left: Toshiba’s TCxAmplify

at the

grocery store using a smartphone.

puter. Your whole list of items is displayed
on screen as though you just went through
a traditional checkout aisle, and the loyalty
program discounts have already been ap-
plied (assuming you linked up your loyalty
card with the app). You can then pay for the
purchase using a credit card or a digital
wallet such as Apple Pay.

TCxAmplify, which is in use at some
Shop-Rite groceries, speeds up the check-
out process and eliminates many of the
frustrations of current self-checkout sys-
tems. But it has some key challenges to
adoption. It still requires consumers to
download a store app, something they have
often been hesitant to do for all but their
favorite few brands.

mMicrosoft's fast-food self-ordering
kiosk. At first glance, this technology may

seem a little frivolous. Is it really that in-
convenient to order a burger from a sales
associate at a fast-food restaurant? Is this
really solving a problem for the customer
— or the retailer, for that matter?

But Microsoft says its deployment of the
technology at some Hardee’s restaurants
is yielding a noteworthy result: Average
check size is up in those restaurants as
some 40 percent of kiosk users accept an
up-sell option such as “Would you like to
round your amount to $20.00 and we’ll add
a chocolate chip cookie?”

If Microsoft continues to see similar
results with other clients, look for this
technology to become more widespread.
Fast-food is not a high-margin business,
and chains will be looking for any way they
can to sell you more food.
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Ex-Fox producer kills
himself outside HQ
NEW YORK — Police

N said a former Fox News
producer in Texas shot himself to
death outside company headquar-
ters in midtown Manhattan.

Philip Perea, 41, died after the
shooting about 9 a.m. Monday
outside News Corp.

Authorities said Perea had
been handing out fliers about Fox
News saying the company de-
stroyed his career. Shortly there-
after, he shot himself outside the
building that houses Fox News,
the New York Post and The Wall
Street Journal.

A weapon was recovered at the
scene, and no one else was in-
jured. Authorities said Perea left
anote.

Six Flags to run Batman
ride backward in spring
AUSTELL — Holy

G roller coaster! The
Batman ride at Six Flags over
Georgia is going to run backward
when the park opens for the sea-
son March 14.

The ride opened in the park
in 1997 and has given more
than 16 million rides since then,
but they’ve all been in the same
direction.

The new twist on the ride’s old
twists will take the cars up a 10-
story hill in reverse, then let them
fly 50 mph backward along 2,700
feet of track.

The reverse operation will last
into early spring. The park in
Austell, near Atlanta, will operate
weekends through May 17 before
opening daily for the summer
season.

2 deliverymen robbed
in separate incidents
N FAYETTEVILLE

— Detectives in Cum-
berland County said two pizza
deliverymen were robbed in sep-
arate incidents over the weekend,
with one of the crimes involving
an empty home.

The Cumberland County
Sheriff’s Office said one pizza
deliveryman was trying to make
a delivery on Saturday. As he
stood on the porch, three masked
men approached him and one
of them pointed a pistol at the
deliveryman.

According to the sheriff’s of-
fice, the men made off with $20,
the deliveryman’s wallet and cell-
phone as well as food. Investiga-
tors determined the residence
was vacant.

A second robbery occurred
20 minutes later. The delivery-
man said three men approached
after he made his delivery; they
opened the passenger side door
and pointed a gun at him. The
suspects got away with $46 and
the victim’s wallet.

College locks dorms;

armed man tale false

N CHADRON — Chadron
State College officials

said a report about an armed man

on campus proved to be false.

The dorms were locked down
for about six hours Saturday night

THE CENSUS

300

was set in 2007, when 267 animals were killed.

The number of bison killed in the Jackson Hole, Wyo., region during the just-completed hunting
season. The number eclipses the all-time high and helps reduce the number of wild bison to levels
closer to what wildlife management prefers. The five-month bison hunt season ended Jan. 18. The
Jackson Hole News & Guide reported that the previous record harvest for the Jackson Bison Herd

Raring to go

0Odin Jorgenson, of Grand Marais, Minn., leaves the starting line of the John Beal

PauL M. WaLsH, THE EAu CLAIRE (Wis.) LEADER-TELEGRAM/AP

Sled Dog Marathon in Two Harbors, Minn., on

rgrease
Sunday. Slightly over 300 miles, the race goes along the North Shore Trail of Lake Superior. It is the longest, hardest marathon in the lower
48 states and is used as a qualifying event for the Iditarod Sled Dog Race in Alaska.

and Sunday morning as police
searched the campus. A 16-year-
old boy arrested in connection
with a stolen vehicle south of the
campus had told officers that an
armed man was involved and in
the area.

College officials locked down
the dorms but didn’t make a pub-
lic announcement at the Chicoine
Center, where a basketball game
was being played.

Students who'd been at the
game were allowed back into
their dorms after showing
identification.

Zoo offers creepy way
for lovelorn to get even
c SAN FRANCISCO
— Feeling the sting of

rejection? Itching to get even with
an ex? The San Francisco Zoo is
offering the burned and spurned
masses the chance to “adopt” a
hissing cockroach or giant scor-
pion in honor of their special ex-
someone for Valentine’s Day.

The zoo is highlighting two
of its less desirable inhabitants

through the adopt-an-animal pro-
gram that is usually used to raise
money for the care of more cud-
dly or attractive creatures.

For $50 and up, donors can
adopt a scorpion and have the
zoo send a certificate and stuffed
stinger to the person who in-
spired the adoption. The cock-
roach valentine that the zoo says
represents “the detritus of your
love life” costs $25.

Dog gets 2nd chance
after escaping death

U KANAB — A dog is

getting a new lease on
life at a Utah animal sanctuary a
month after escaping a worse fate
in Indiana: being euthanized and
having its cremated ashes mixed
with those of its late owner.

Staff members at the Best
Friends Animal Society in Kanab
said the male German shepherd
named Bela has behavioral issues
but is doing very well.

Connie Ley, of Aurora, Ind.,
who died in November, stipulated
in her will that Bela either go to

the Utah sanctuary or be eutha-
nized, cremated and mixed with
her ashes. That’s because Ley felt
the 105-pound dog was aggres-
sive and not safe around strang-
ers, particularly children.

Sanctuary workers say al-
though they notice Bela wagging
his tail more, they’re working to
socialize him with people and
other dogs.

Naked violinist sues
over arrest last year
o PORTLAND — A Hill-
sboro man arrested
after playing a violin while naked
outside the federal courthouse in
Portland last year is suing police.
The Oregonian reported that
Matthew T. Mglej, 25, claims
authorities used excessive force
and violated his First Amend-
ment rights. He named the Mult-
nomah County Sheriff’s Office
and Portland Police Bureau as
defendants in a lawsuit filed last
week, and he’s seeking $1.1 mil-
lion in damages.

Police arrested him for inde-
cent exposure and carried him
to a patrol car when he refused to
walk. Mglej claims jail deputies
cut his wrists by jerking on his
handcuffs and called him names
when he cried from the pain.

Suspected burglar falls,
lands in front of police
T HOUSTON — Authori-

ties said a man’s plans
to break into a Houston store fell
through when he crashed through
the ceiling and landed in front of
police.

Houston police said the man
climbed a tree and onto the roof
of a Family Dollar store early
Sunday morning, then managed
to break a hole in the roof and
enter the building.

After making his way into the
store, the man fell through the
ceiling just as a police officer ar-
rived in response to a call about a
potential burglary.

From wire reports
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SUNDANCE QUICK E

‘Luckily | had just
finished a Marvel film
so | was already in

a training mentality
and then this movie
happened and | was
really just trying to
focus on like as much
cardio as possible
because in this film

1 do a lot of running
and a lot of running
in 100 degree heat
in Austin...it was like
a sprint...it was very
much like all one
shot running around,
sprinting. So | had to
build up my cardio to
be able to get to that
place and also not to
like, die.’

— Cobie Smulders on playing a
personal trainer in the comedy
“Results,” now screening at the

Sundance Film Festival in Park
City, Utah

VAR
MOVIE

You decide.

stripes.com/go/warmovies

Petty gets writing credit on Smith hit

By MESFIN FEKADU
The Associated Press

Tom Petty has earned a writing
credit on Sam Smith’s megahit
“Stay With Me” for its
similarities to his song “I
Won’t Back Down.”

Smith’s representative
said Monday the pub-
lishers of Petty’s 1989 hit
contacted the publishers
of Smith’s song, which
was one of last year’s
biggest hits. Smith and
“Stay With Me” writers
James Napier and William Phil-
lips say they agree their song is
similar to Petty’s song, written
with Jeff Lynne.

“Although the likeness was
a complete coincidence, all in-
volved came to an immediate and
amicable agreement in which
Tom Petty and Jeff Lynne are now
credited as co-writers of ‘Stay
With Me’ along with Sam Smith,
James Napier and William Phil-
lips,” they said in a statement.

Petty’s “I Won’t Back Down”
peaked at No. 12 on Billboard’s
Hot 100 chart. A representative
for Petty declined to comment.

“Stay With Me,” Smith’s debut
song, has sold more than 3.5 mil-
lion tracks and peaked at No. 2 on
the Hot 100. The breakthrough
British singer is nominated for six
Grammy Awards at next month’s

OwEN SWEENEY, INVISION/AP

Tom Petty, above, and Jeff Lynne have been given co-writing credit
on Sam Smith’s megahit “Stay With Me” for its similarities to Petty’s

1989 hit “l Won't Back Down.”

they say it is coincidental,

Smith, inset, and “Stay With Me” writers James Napier and William
Phillips say they agree their song is similar.

o NS

show, including song of the year,
an honor solely for the writers of
atrack.

The Recording Academy’s se-
nior vice president of awards, Bill
Freimuth, said Monday that Petty
and Lynne would not be added to
the nominations list for the song.

“Since Lynne and Petty did not
do any new writing for this work,
we are considering their original
work to have been interpolated
by Napier, Phillips and Smith for
‘Stay With Me,”” Freimuth said in
a statement.

Lynne and Petty won’t be con-
sidered Grammy nominees or
Grammy recipients

should the song win, he
said. Rather, they would
be given certificates to
honor their participa-
tion in the work, just like other
writers of sampled or interpolated
work, he said.

Petty is still a contender at the
Grammys: His latest album with
the Heartbreakers, “Hypnotic
Eye,” is nominated for best rock
album. It peaked at No. 1 on the
Billboard 200 album chart last

ear.

Smith’s other nominations in-
clude best new artist, album of
the year and best pop vocal album
for “In the Lonely Hour.” “Stay
With Me” is also up for record of
the year and best pop solo perfor-
mance.

The Associated Press

Meghan Trainor and Harry
Styles have put their heartbreak
into a duet.

The American singer known
for the megahit “All About That
Bass” and the One Direction star
got together to write a song called
“Someday Maybe.”

Trainor, 21, told the Associated
Press she was impressed with
Styles’ ability to tap into his emo-
tions, but it’s not certain that we’ll
ever hear the two perform the
duet together.

“His lyric game for a 20-year-
old boy was incredible,” Trainor
said. “I was just like... ‘who hurt
you Harry? You’re so good at this.
So good.””

She said she is looking for the
right people to sing the duet and
doesn’t know if she would record
it with Styles.

She said the song is about “be-
ing in a relationship with some-
one and then you break up and
see them with someone else and
you think, maybe when we’re S0
and older we can probably get
back together.”

“It’s beautiful,” she added.

Cumberbatch says sorry
for using term ‘colored’

Benedict Cumberbatch says
he was an “idiot” to refer to non-
white actors as “colored.”

The Academy Award-nominat-
ed actor used the word on PBS talk
show “Tavis Smiley” last week
while discussing diversity in the

)if*.‘ od
&

Evan AcosTiNI, INvisioN/AP

Meghan Trainor, above, and One
Direction’s Harry Styles have
writen a duet called “Someday
Maybe.” Trainor said she doesn’t
know if she will record the song
with Styles.

entertainment industry. He said
that “as far as colored actors go,”
there were more opportunities in
the U.S. than Britain, “and that’s
something that needs to change.”

British anti-racism  charity
Show Racism the Red Card said
it welcomed Cumberbatch’s com-
ments on diversity but felt the
term he used was “outdated.”

In a statement Monday, Cum-
berbatch apologized for his
“thoughtless use of inappropriate
language.”

He said: “I'm devastated to
have caused offence by using this

outmoded terminology. I offer
my sincere apologies. I make no
excuse for my being an idiot and
know the damage is done.”

McCain voices approval
of ‘American Sniper’

The chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Committee says
critics of U.S. foreign policy are
disparaging the movie “Ameri-
can Sniper” and denigrating the
memory of Chris Kyle, the Navy
SEAL depicted in the film.

In a statement on Monday, Sen.
John McCain (R.-Ariz.) congratu-
lated director Clint Eastwood and
the cast and crew of the movie for
honoring the life of Kyle, whom
he calls an American hero.

McCain said the film offers a
compassionate portrayal of ser-
vicemembers, their wartime ex-
periences, the burdens they often
bear upon returning home and
untold sacrifices of their families.

To critics like documentary
filmmaker Michael Moore, the
movie glorifies violence.

Moore, a staunch opponent of
the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003,
tweeted about the movie: “Snip-
ers aren’t heroes, and invaders
are worse.”

Melissa Rivers files suit

in Joan Rivers’ death
While Joan Rivers lay sedated

in a New York clinic, her doctors

performed unauthorized medical
procedures, snapped a selfie with

Trainor, Styles write duet about heartbreak

the comedian and failed to act as
her vital signs deteriorated, ac-
cording to a malpractice lawsuit
filed Monday by her daughter,
Melissa.

The 81-year-old comedian and
star of “Fashion Police” on E! died
Sept. 4, days after she went in for
a routine endoscopy at Yorkville
Endoscopy on Manhattan’s Upper
East Side and stopped breathing.

The lawsuit filed in Manhat-
tan State Supreme Court paints a
picture of careless, cocky doctors
who ran roughshod over Rivers
while she was unconscious, and
it suggests that she died because
of their incompetence. The suit
seeks unspecified damages.

Other news

® Emma Watson will play
Belle in Disney’s live-action re-
make of “Beauty and the Beast.”
The Walt Disney Co. announced
the casting of the Harry Potter
star Monday, setting the prettier
half of the romance at the center
of the fairy tale. Who will play the
Beast hasn’t yet been announced.

® Ariana Grande isn’t the only
big-voiced singer performing at
the NBA All-Star Game: Chris-
tina Aguilera has been added to
the lineup. The league announced
Tuesday that Aguilera will per-
form before the game on Feb.
15 at Madison Square Garden
in New York City. She will sing a
“New York-themed medley” dur-
ing player introductions and be
joined by dance troupe The Rock-
ettes.
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Film dlreclnr Steven Smelberg center leaves after attending the

Nazi death camp

in Osmecnm, Poland, on Tuesday Some 300 Holocaust survivors
for the

traveled to

y of the camp’s

liberation by the Soviet Red Amly in 1945.

70 YEARS LATER

AUSCHWITZ

The Associated Press

BRZEZINKA, Poland — Some
300 Holocaust survivors gathered
with world leaders Tuesday under
an enormous tent over the gate
and railroad tracks that marked
the last journey for more than 1
million people murdered by the
Nazis at Auschwitz-Birkenau.

The commemorations marking
the 70th anniversary of the lib-
eration of Auschwitz were tinged
with a sense of melancholy over
the fact that it is expected to be the
last major anniversary that a sig-
nificant number of survivors will
be strong enough to attend — and
a sense of anxiety at the growing
anti-Semitism and radicalism in
Europe and the Middle East.

Stripe

One survivor, Roman Kent, be-
came emotional as he issued a plea
to world leaders to remember the
atrocities and fight for tolerance.

“We do not want our past to be
our children’s future,” he said to
applause, fighting back tears and
repeating those words a second
time.

Among those in attendance
were French President Francois
Hollande, whose nation was the
recent victim of terrorist attacks
that targeted Jews and newspaper
satirists.

Participants also included the
presidents of Germany and Aus-
tria, the perpetrator nations that
have spent decades atoning for
their sins, as well as Ukrainian
President Petro Poroshenko.

Holocaust sllnnvnr Igor Mall!sky left, of Ukrame, touches his face
ile

Wall, or Wall of Death,

oﬂheAusdmnlzdeaﬂ\campTuesday.
BErT T

A Holocaust survivor wears a

on Tuesday.

prisoner armband at Auschwitz
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OPINION

Lt. Clint Lorance could be any one of us

By SEAN PARNELL

he vast majority of Americans

cannot comprehend the reality

of combat. Media portrayals, no

matter how seemingly realis-
tic, only dimly reflect the true nature of
what it means to come under fire from an
enemy. Films like “Lone Survivor” and
“American Sniper” may be gripping, but
the reality is even more intense, unsettling
— and consequential.

Serving in Afghanistan in 2006-07 with
the U.S. Army 10th Mountain Division, my
platoon and I engaged Taliban combatants
repeatedly along the Pakistan border area.
My platoon was deployed 485 days, with
one of the highest casualty rates of the en-
tire war.

The hardest lesson I learned was thatina
combat situation, sheer uncertainty stalks
you constantly. Amid that uncertainty,
you're forced to make instantaneous de-
cisions with incomplete information, sur-
rounded by chaos and under unimaginable
stress. A wrong call can result in tragedy.

To grasp the price of that uncertainty,
consider the case of Clint Lorance — a 29-
year-old U.S. Army lieutenant sentenced to
military prison for ordering his men to fire
upon Afghan nationals he believed were a
threat. The facts suggest the punishment
rendered to Lorance is a stark injustice
— and is a chilling example to all who have
had to make tough decisions in complex
combat situations.

Here’s what we know: In July 2012, Lo-
rance was a new platoon leader in the 82nd
Airborne Division on patrol in Kandahar
province with his platoon. Three Afghan
men approached the platoon on a motor-
cycle. Believing the men to be a threat,
Lorance ordered his troops to open fire,
Kkilling two of the men (the third escaped).

In a war zone, such stories are common.
What’s unusual is what happened next.

Army officials accused Lorance of vio-
lating the rules of engagement, saying the
killed men were Afghan civilians. The
young lieutenant was given a court-martial
and charged with second-degree murder.
In August 2013, he was found guilty and
received a 20-year sentence. His most re-
cent request for clemency was denied.

Uncertainty swirls around Lorance’s
case. Any combat veteran will tell you
that the lieutenant’s position that day in
Afghanistan was challenging, if not mor-
ally impossible. Had he allowed the men to
continue approaching, and they had in fact
been Taliban combatants — either attack-
ing his platoon or surveilling their position
for future attacks — his troops could have
been injured or killed. If that happened,
and he had failed to act, he would live in
his own personal prison for the rest of his
life — tormented by guilt and regret.

Moreover, serious questions have been
raised about the fairness of Lorance’s
trial. Lorance’s attorney maintains there
is evidence that the Afghan men killed on
that fateful day in 2012 had links to Tal-
iban insurgents. There is also evidence
that the Army has willfully withheld this
evidence for an unknown reason. If true,
that would shine a decidedly different light
on Lorance’s order to fire.

The Army prosecutors who zealously
pursued Lorance’s case seem to have for-
gotten a basic principle of military service:
The benefit of the doubt in a combat situ-
ation should always go to our men on the
battlefield. With the uncertainty surround-
ing the facts of Lorance’s case, he deserves
that same benefit of the doubt.

As a combat veteran, I look at Lorance’s
situation and realize his fate might just as
easily have been mine. I am Clint Lorance,
just like thousands of other combat lead-
ers who served in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Based on the standards used to prosecute

Lorance, virtually any one of us could be
in jail as a result of difficult decisions made
in combat.

I can’t say for certain I didn’t make a
wrong call while under combat strain; no
one who's served under fire can. I know
I was faced with tough decisions that re-
quired immediate judgments based on
incomplete information, and I may have
made mistakes.

In 2007, my men and I came under attack
by Taliban insurgents, one of whom was
wounded and rolled down a hill, coming
to a stop near our patrol vehicles. As the
man lay dying, one of the specialists under
my command — spiking with adrenaline,
fear and anger — wanted to finish him off.
While I understood his desire to take de-
cisive action against an enemy combatant
who had posed a serious threat to our lives,
I would not allow him to kill the wounded
man. That was the right decision.

But I can also look back and see how
it might have gone the other way if I had
judged that man to be an immediate or fu-
ture threat — and how I then might have
found myself facing a military tribunal
and potential imprisonment, just for seek-
ing to keep my men safe. If I had made that
decision, would I be in prison for 20 years?

The system failed Clint Lorance, but
there may still be a chance to get it right.
His case is being forwarded to the U.S.
Army Court of Criminal Appeals for re-
view. His family and supporters should
continue pressing for a fresh look at this
case — because, if we are honest with our-
selves, any one of us could be in his shoes.
We are Clint Lorance, and we will always
have his back.

Sean Parnell, military adviser to Concerned
Veterans for America, is a retired U.S. Army
Airborne Ranger who served as a captain in
Afghamstan with the 10th Mountain Division.

He is the author of “Outlaw Platoon: Heroes,
Renegades, Infidels, and the Brotherhood of War
in Afghanistan.”
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Troops can help reduce human trafficking

By SHAWN VANDIVER

y fellow San Diegans and I

like to refer to our town as

“America’s Finest City.” While

that nickname makes it sound
like things are wonderful here, that is not
the case for everyone. The truth is that
there is also a vibrant underground econ-
omy of drugs, labor and sexual exploita-
tion occurring in my city — and all over
the country at large. A recent indictment
alleges that about 100 young girls were re-
cruited from middle school and high school
campuses in San Diego County as part of a
cross-country sex trafficking ring. Some
of these young girls are forced to have sex
with 10 or more adult men per day.

Over the weekend, the Junior League of
San Diego hosted a rally to raise aware-
ness given that January is National Slav-
ery and Human Trafficking Prevention
Month. At one point, a brave young woman
took the stage to tell her story. She told the
crowd about answering a modeling ad and
being promptly raped when she came in
for her “interview.” She later learned that
her rape was videotaped and distributed as
pornography. She courageously walked us

through her struggles, which have culmi-
nated in a piece of art meant to shed light
on the young men and women affected by
this issue.

There are myriad heartbreaking stories.
As survivors tell them, people become in-
creasingly, and more visibly, uncomfort-
able. But being uncomfortable to hear
such horrific tales is an essential response;
we must turn that discomfort into action.
Human trafficking affects not just undocu-
mented immigrants and the poorest among
us. Victims are our sons and daughters.
Our nieces and nephews. Our brothers and
sisters. And, yes, our mothers and fathers.
Hotels in my city and yours are allowing
this stuff to occur, and it is incumbent upon
the stakeholders within the tourism indus-
try to declare “enough is enough.”

An ugly and uncomfortable secret is that
the military is part of the problem. While I
‘was in the military, many of my colleagues
would discuss their weekend plans, which
often included paying for sex either here or
on the other side of the border. Sailors and
Marines are certainly not prosecuted.

To be clear, I am not saying that the
Department of Defense encourages this
behavior; annual online training on the

subject is mandatory. I would, however,
argue that, in my experience, the issue is
not taken seriously enough, especially at
the unit level. When sailors and Marines
learn this behavior on deployments, they
all too often bring it home and contribute
to the trafficking economy.

This is a nonpartisan issue. Everyone
agrees that human trafficking is terrible,
so what can we do about it? Let’s make
2015 the year that communities across the
United States come off the map as desti-
nations for human trafficking. We need
to pay attention at restaurants and hotels
where we dine and stay. We should give to
organizations fighting every day to raise
awareness, pass legislation and care for
survivors. And we must call our elected of-
ficials and make sure they know it is an im-
portant issue to us. I for one am willing to
let go of the “America’s Finest City” rheto-
ric for a while — I'm looking for America’s
Finest Citizens to do something about this
unchecked scourge.

Shawn VanDiver is a 12-year Navy veteran and a
faculty member at three universities. He serves
on a Human Trafficking Task Force out of San

Diego and is co-director of the Truman National

Security Project’s San Diego Chapter. The views
expressed here are his own.
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OPINION

Cameron visit underscores vital UK-US ties

By ArTHUR I. CYR

hile President Barack Obama’s

State of the Union address

last week garnered much the

greater media attention, the
joint press conference the previous week
with visiting British Prime Minister David
Cameron was revealing — and perhaps
more important. The State of the Union
speech can be summed up as the now-stan-
dard highly partisan Washington exercise,
with Obama combining cheerleading and
credit-taking for Democratic policies with
righteous preaching at the Republican sin-
ners on the other side of the aisle.

The earlier Obama-Cameron session
before Washington media by the leaders
of two traditional allies underscored the
established cooperation. They emphasized
the importance of tough nuclear negotia-
tions with Iran.

In other words, hard international re-
alities were faced head-on. There was an
honest effort to explain the high stakes in-
volved, and also the great difficulty of ne-
gotiating a viable durable agreement with
Tehran — no cheerleading here.

Cameron spent time contacting members
of the Senate to try to mitigate pressures
to impose more sanctions on Iran. The ab-
sence of any strong backlash reflects the
unusually close nature of this alliance.

Britain’s famed fictional sleuth Sherlock
Holmes brilliantly solved one particularly
vexing mystery by focusing on a dog that
did not bark. The crucial evidence was not
something that was present, but rather
absent.

Likewise, the “special relationship” be-
tween Britain and the U.S,, forged during
the frustrating and terrible first years of
World War II, has endured down to the
present despite sometimes severe strains.
The evolution of the Anglo-American
special relationship highlights important

events of that global total war, and the
Cold War and post-Cold War era that have
followed.

Cameron’s predecessor, Tony Blair,
paid a high political price for his faithful
support of the administration of George
W. Bush in the invasion of Iraq. Yet Blair
survived politically, and led his Labour
Party to another general election victory.
More important, the Anglo-American
military alliance, and the durable wider
NATO structure, was at no point seriously
threatened.

During the mid-1960s, the Johnson ad-
ministration pressed extremely hard for at
least token direct military participation in
the Vietnam War. Australia and New Zea-
land, both members of the British Com-
monwealth, did provide forces. In the case
of Australia, there was considerably more
than a token commitment.

Britain remained out of that war, for un-
derstandable reasons. In hindsight, this
lack of support by a close ally was a clear
indication of the questionable nature of the
American military adventure.

From the other direction, the most seri-
ous Anglo-American and wider Atlantic
alliance crisis was over the Suez Canal in
1956. Britain, France and Israel launched
a coordinated surprise military attack to
retake the waterway and associated terri-
tory from Egypt’s nationalist government.

President Dwight Eisenhower was com-
pletely opposed as well as offended by lack
of consultation. His administration forced
an abrupt halt to the operation. No cri-
sis since has so seriously threatened the
alliance.

Economics strengthens alliance cooper-
ation. Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher’s
deregulation of the economy in the 1980s
pays powerful dividends today. Canary
Wharf, formerly grim docks and working-
class housing blocks in eastern London,
has been transformed into a mammoth

This month, British Prime Minister David Cameron adk
i i and also

dent Barack Obama in

KirsTY WIGGLESWORTH/AP

dressed the media with Presi-

of the Senate to try to

mitigate pressures to impose more sanctions on Iran.

global commercial center. Massive mod-
ern skyscrapers dominate the horizon,
complemented by fashionable retail out-
lets. Thatcher’s heavy-handed style earned
her the sobriquet of “Big Sister,” but her
forceful deregulation and opening of the
economy were crucial to contemporary
British prosperity and strength.

McGeorge Bundy, President John F.
Kennedy’s national security adviser, co-
gently summed up the Anglo-American
special relationship as “someone to talk
to.” The conversation continues, to mutual
benefit.

Arthur I. Cyr is Clausen Distinguished Professor at
Carthage College.

The root of

By CLive Crook
Bloomberg News
or the next two years, the chances

are good that the U.S. government
will be almost letel

US political paralysis is

In any system of democratic government, you're in trouble
once blocking the other tribe’s agenda assumes greater
importance than advancing any aspect of your own.

para-

lyzed. After the midterm elections,
power is more perfectly divided between a
president and Congress that detest each
other. Each sees its main job as blocking
the other’s ambitions. The Republican
majorities on Capitol Hill will pass bills
to make a point; the Democratic president
will veto them.

The State of the Union address and the
response to it set the pattern. The president
laughed contemptuously at Congress, and
Congress contemptuously laughed back.
The prospect is for more of the dysfunction
the country has already endured, carried
to another level.

What are the roots of this dysfunction,
and what’s the answer? Many frustrated
centrists blame an excess of ideology.
The fundamental problem, they argue, is
strongly held opinions at the increasingly
distant ends of the political spectrum, with
politicians and voters aligning themselves
more closely around those poles.

I wonder if that’s quite right.

Increasing polarization — an observable
fact in the U.S. — obviously makes govern-
ment more difficult in a system based on
divided powers. So the theory is true in
that trivial sense. The deeper question is,
what’s driving the increase in polarization?
Here, I think, the popular story may get

things backward. Ideology isn’t driving po-
larization; polarization is driving ideology.

The salient characteristic of America’s
widening political divide — despite appear-
ances to the contrary — isn’t that liberals
and conservatives disagree about every-
thing. It’s that they dislike one another for
their views and ways of life, and don’t care
to disguise the fact. Partisan sorting by
region and locality is both an expression
of this trend and the reason it’s likely to
continue. In their daily lives, metropolitan
liberals and rural or suburban conserva-
tives have no need or occasion to meet,
much less get on with one another — and,
increasingly, that’s exactly how both sides
would have it.

In the U.S,, progressives and conserva-
tives are defined as much by culture as by
politics — by the kind of jobs they do, the
kind of clothes they wear, the beer they
drink, the music they listen to and the TV
shows they watch. As the tribes coalesce,
political differences are seized upon and
exaggerated as badges of identity. The cul-
tural sorting comes first, the political po-
larization second. Intellectual inbreeding
then drives the tribes farther apart.

To be sure, liberals and conservatives
have different political values, and attach

different weights to the values they have in
common. This has been intriguingly docu-
mented by the social psychologist Jonathan
Haidt. And both sides seem convinced that
the differences are growing. The question
is whether these competing values are re-
ally as incompatible as both sides want to
believe.

Even if they were, some kind of accom-
modation would have to be found. But I'm
asking whether the differences are as fatal
to political discourse as the tribes, intent
on cultural segregation, choose to believe.

Every kind of practical politics is about
trade-offs (and still would be, mind you,
even if the entire country was ideological-
ly aligned). Ideas about the proper role of
government, for instance, have to balance
concern for individual liberty against col-
lective well-being. Almost nobody thinks
that individual freedom is all that mat-
ters, or that collective well-being overrides
every other concern. Almost nobody be-
lieves in laissez faire; almost nobody be-
lieves in central planning.

As individuals, most Americans, like
most Europeans, make sense of the world
through ideological compromise. What'’s
the alternative? Once you accept that a bal-
ance has to be struck, that no single value

intolerance

trumps another, and that getting it right
can be difficult, it’s harder to see some-
body who disagrees with you as standing
outside the realm of what’s permissible.

Democracies don’t need agreement.
They do need tolerance of disagreement.
The politically engaged — progressives
and conservatives alike — mock the dis-
enchanted majority for asking, “Why can’t
we all just get along?” In one way, they’re
right: Politics divides, and it should. In an-
other way, they're wrong. Getting along
doesn’t require milquetoast moderation,
flaccid centrism or “moving beyond left
and right.” However, it does require some
willingness to compromise, some curiosity
about what might be valuable in the other
side’s point of view, and some minimal at-
tention to the civic virtues of tolerance and
restraint.

Without those virtues, which have never
been more out of favor, it'’s easy to get
locked into the dysfunctional cycle that
Washington exemplifies. In any system of
democratic government, you’re in trouble
once blocking the other tribe’s agenda as-
sumes greater importance than advancing
any aspect of your own. In the American
system of government, it’s fatal. That’s
where things now stand — and the most
worrying thing is that the politically en-
gaged, almost without exception, are fine
with it.

Clive Crook is a Bloomberg View columnist and a
member of the Bloomberg View editorial board.
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Monday’s transactions

BASEBALL
merican League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Agreed to

RS — Agreed to terms

with OFs Endy Chavez and Franklin Guti-

errez on minor league contracts.
ORONTY JAYS — Signed team

n

Beeston

will retire at the end of the season.
National League

CINCINNATI REDS — Agreed to terms
with C Devin Mesoraco on a four-year
contract.

COLORADO ROCKIES — Agreed to
terms with RHP Adam Ottavino on a one-
year con

“SAN DIEGO PADRES — Agreed to terms

[
Wailace on minor league con

National naskmball A iatio
HOUSTON - c Iled G
Isaiah Canaan from Rlo Grande Valley
(NBADL).
MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES — Recalled G Jor-
dan Adams from lowa (N
PHILADELPHIA 76ERS — Slgned Glarry
Drew Il to a second 1o day contract.

National Foolball League
BUFFALO BILI Named Michael
Hamlin  special Heams quality control
coach, Aaron Kromer offensive line
coach, Sanjay Lal wide receivers coach,
D’Anton Lynn defensive assistant coach,

or oac
tained assistant offensive line coach
Kurt Anderson, defensive backs coach
Donnie Henderson, outside linebackers
coach Jason Rebrovich and offensive
auality control coach Jason Vrable;

Ma BAY PACKERS — SlgnedPCody

an

INDIANAPDLIS COLTS — Announced
running backs coach David Walker will
not return next seasor

OAKLAND RAIDERS — - Signed S Charles
Woodson to a contract extension.

National Hockey League
NHL — Suspended Philadelphia F Zac
Rinaldo eight gam ithout pay, for
charging and board\ng Plttsburgh D Kris
Letang during a game on
ARIZONA COVOTES — Recalled F Lu-
cas Lessio and D Andrew Campbell from
Portland (AH|

SABRes — suspended D Ni-
kita Zadorov for fa\llnito report on time

after the All-star breal
MBUS BLUE JACKETS — Placed
G sergel Bobrovsky on injured reserve,
retroactive to Jan. 21. Recalled F Josh An-
derson from Springfield (AHL). Added G
on an emergency basis

ARS — Recalled D Jamie
Oleksiak and Jyrki Jokipakka from Texas

MINNESOTA WILD — Assigned G Darcy
Kuemper to lowa (AHL) for a condition-
ing assign

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Recalled G
Marek Mazanec from M\IWaukee (AHL).

OCCER

Major l.eague Soccer
LA GALAXV — Re-signed MF Rafael

2 GRUANDO CITY SC — Acquired F Mar-

Pro football

NFL playoffs

Wild-card Playoffs
Saturday, Jan.
carglina 27, Arizona 16
Baltimare . Pitshurgh 17

Indwanapohszs Y aannati 10
Dallas 24, Detroit 20
D nal Playollfs

urday, Jan.
New Eng\and 35, Baltlmore 31
Seattle 31, Carol

Green Bay 26, Dallas 2
ndianapolis 24, Den v
onferes chammonshms

Jan. 1

Seattle 26, Grobn Bhy 53,0
New England 45, Indlanapolls 7

Sunday, Jan. =
At Glendale, A
Team Irvin 32 Team Carter 28
und b 1
andale, riz.
New Engiand v Sesttie

College hockey

NCAA on | poll

MINNEAPOLIS — The tOD 20 teams in

the NCAA Division | men’s ice hockey

mpiled by US. College Hockey

& with-firstplace votes in paren

theses, records through Jan. 35 and pre-
vious rankin

ecord Pts Pvs
2 982

1. North Dakota (34) 2
2. Boston University (5) 933 3
3. Minnesota State (1) 931 1
4. Harvare 816 4
5. Jebraska -Omaha 741 8
6. Bowling Green 686 6
7 ith 639 7
8. IChlganTeCh 622 10
9. Miami 595 9
10. UMass-Lowell 584 5
11. Denver 504 11
12. Providence 448 18
13. Michigan 440 16
14. Boston College 337 19
15. Vermont 310 12
16. Yale 234 13
17. Colgate 187 15
18. 158 20

. 142 14

8

17-
‘Others receiving votes: Minnesota 46,
Penn State 25, St. [awrence 17, Western
c?an 9, Northeastern 7, Canisius 5,
Beml i State 3, Dartmouth 1.

Fight schedule

n. 30

At Foxwoods Resort, Mashantucket,
Conn., Karl Dargan vs. Tony Luis, 10,
lightweights.

Feb. 6

AtBeau Rivage Resort & Casino, Biloxl
Miss,, Jermain Taylor vs. Sergio Mora, 12,
for Taylor’s IBF mldd\e\g/e\gh t title.

AL the Mohegan sun in Uncasville,
oxcino Quarterfinals-Junior Mid-
i e enr e Ve Richrde
Pinnell; Stanyslav Skorokhod vs, Michael
Moore; Brandon Adams vs. Alex Perez;
Vito Gasparyan v ve, Simeon Hardy.

Tepic, Mexlco. David Sanchez vs.
Juan Alberto Rosas, 2 for the interim
WBA super flywelgh 10

At Turnin: StDne Resort Casino in

erona,
Heavyweights: Donov
Vukosa; Razvan Cojano vs. Ed Fountain;
Andrey Fedosov Vs, Nate Heaven; Mario
Heredia vs. Lenroy Thom:

At Monte Carlo,” Monaco, Gennady
Golovkin Ve Martm Murray, 12, for Go-
lovkin's Wi WBC World-

minimum; welghl fities; Lee Haskins ve,
Omar Lamln, 12, for the vacant EBU ban-
tamweight ti

rld Arena, Berlvn, Arthur
Abraham vs Paul Smith, for Abra-
ham'’s WBO super mb[dd\ewe\ght title.

tin Paterson on loan from
(England- League Championship). Signed

M Carlos Rivas,

ATTLE SOUNDERS — Traded the
rights to F Erlq Zavaleta to Toronto for a
2016 second-round draft pic

ORONTO FC — Signed D Damien Per-
aue,

North American Soccer League

ARMADA Named  Guillermo
Hovos eonead %)gch

LLE

BIG TEN CONFERENCE — Suspended
Ohio State hockey student-athlete Mat-
thew Weis one game, under the confer-
ences supplemental discipline process,
as a result of an incident that occurred

a game against Michigan State on Jan.

MA — Named Tosh Lupoi out-

sme ebackers tonch.
— ‘Named Bill Carmody
mens basketball special assistant/ad-

viser.

NORTH DAKOTA STATE — Signed foot-
ball coach Chris Klieman to a two-year
contract extension through the 2021
season.

N cletts Saidin vs Ry GOOS'SS;
Juinior weltervieig

antasy Spfings Casino, Indio, Ca-
lif., Randy Caballero vs. Alberto Guevara,
é'zti for Caballero’s IBF bantamweight
i

At Odys: Arena Belfast, Northern
ireland, Carl Frampton vs. Chris Avalos,

Frampton’s IBF super bantam-
weight title.

AL02 Aréna, London, Dmitry Chudinoy
vs. Chris Eubank Jr,, 12, for the interim
Wk middieneignt mlw‘

M:

arcl
_Echo Arena, Liverpool, England,
Zolani Tete vs. Paul Butler, 12, for Tete’s
IN+BF super flyweight title
March 7

At Macao, China, Amnat Ruenroeng
vs. Zou Shimin, 12, for Ruenroeng’s IBF
flyweight title.

h 14
At the Bell Centre, Montreal, Sergey
Kovaley ve, Jean Pascal, 12, for Kovalev's
WBO-IBF-WBA light heavywelght titles;
Steve Cunningham vs. Vyacheslav Glaz-
kov, 12, heavyweights.

ennis

Australian Open

Tuesday
At Melbourne Park
Melbourne, Australia
Purse: $32.9 million (Grand Slam)
Surfac or

omas BergJ/ zech Republic,
def Rafael Nadal (3), Spam, 62,60, 7-6

Andy Murray (6), Britain, def.Nick kyr-
gios, Australia, 6,3, 76 (5)

en
Ekaterina l&akar T i), Russia, def.
simona Halep (3), Romania, 6-4,
o Sheraoua ): Russia, daf Eug-
enie Bouchard (@, Canada, 63,6-2.

Men
Quarterfinals

Pierre-Hugues Herbert and Nicolas
Mahut, France, def. Julien Benneteau
and Edouard Roger-Vasselin (2), France,
76 (5),

\van Dodig. Groatia, and Marcelo Melo
(@), Brazil, def, Feliciano_Lopez, Spain,
and Max Mirnyi, Belarus, 6-0, 57 .

Qua

Vichaclla Seateck Notherlands, and
Barbora Zahlavova Strycova (13), Czech

Republic, def. Raquel Kops-Jjones and
gb_’IQGa\(I )SDeEIFS (5), United StalES 3-6, 6-

Julia Goerges and Anna-Lena Groene-
feld (10, Germany, def. Kiki Bertens,
Nether\ lohanna Larsson, Swe-

J n, Taiwan, and Zheng Jie
A China o Kahtan: e tensclic
Poldnd, and Andreja Kiepac, Siovenia,

cthanie Mattek-Sands, umtedsrates,
and Lucie Safarova, Czech Republic, def.
Ekaterina Makarova and Elena Veaning
(3), Russia, 7-6 (5), 4-6, 6-2

S nd
ndrea Hlavackova, Czech Republic,
and Alexander Peya (4), Austria, def.
Ehan'Hao-ching, Talwan, and Jamie Mur-
ray, Britain, 3-6, 6-4, 1

Kristina M\adenovlc rrance, and Dan.
iel Nestor (3), a, et Michaclla
Krajicek, Netheriands, and Florin Mer-
gea, Romania,

Katarina Srebotnik, Slovenia, and Mar-
celo Melo (2), Brazil, def. Daria Gavrilova
and Luke Saville, Australia, 6-3, 6-2.

Casey Dellacqua and John Peers, Aus-
tralia, def. Andreja Klepac, Slovenia, and
Chris Guccione, Australia, 3-6, 6-3, 10-

PGA Tour FedExCup leaders

Through Jan. 25
Rank Player Poifts YTD Money
immy Walker 2,003,607
obert Streb 81 S1oraa08
harley Hoffman 742 S1568475
ang-Moon Bae 721 $1571967
en Martin 655  $1,372,800
atrick Reed 635 $1312870
ubba Watson 625  $1,560,000
Ryan Moore 591 §1.408,500
. Bill Haas 566 $1,122,060
. Scott Piercy 525 993,099
hawn Stefani 503 $978.990
fatt Kuchar 258 $832,693
Clar 449 $997,715
- 447 $868,134
ideki Matsuyama 411 $879,692
teven Bowditch 404 $763,747
rendon de Jonge 300 $690.212
ick Taylor 369 $826,031
y Woodland 367 $859,117
Russell Henley 337 se83111
ill MacKenzie 329 $650386
ason Bohn 320 $660,374
ussell Knox 29 $583,425
ony Finau 27 $620,784
rendan Steele 287 $469,914
vin Na 284 $629,463
ebb Simpson 284 $558517
. Justin Thomas 281 70,436
hris Kirk 219 $47549
arris English 267 $450,821
ory Sabbatini 257 $459,133
anny Lee 256 $514,728
erry Kelly 253 §484.472
ergio Garcia 249 $591,167
00 Weekley 245 $560,178
Colt Knost 240 43,888
ndres Gonzales 237 $433334
artin Laird 28 $440,79
ohn Peterson 222 $269,993
ac Blair 21 74,617
unter Mahan 219 $429433
ung Joon Park 219 $392,901
john Senden 218 38,870
udson Swafford 207 $373,659
- Nicholas Thompson 203 $307.134
. Steve Wheatcroft 200 §396333
. Jeff Overton 199 $178,354
. Jason Day 195 $a01111
rooks Koepka 193 $424.267
- Fabian Gome: 19  $3175520
avid H 185 $369,895
aniel Summerhays 184 $190,437
avid Lingmerth 183 267270
X 78 $374319
oot Shsiings 178 32575
. Retief Goosen 176 $334,328
- Jason Kokrak 175 $245637
. Kevin Kisner 169 $306,408
. Ryan Palmer 166 $282244
0. Marc Leishman 165 $225426
1. Lee Westwood 165 $322.267
2. Max Homa 163 $236314
3. Blayne Barber 162 $290.760
4. John Huh 162 $166,551

College basketball

AP Men’s Top 25

5 teams in The Associated
Press’ college basketball poll, with first-
place votes in Daren(heses. records
through Jan. 25, total points n
25 points for a first-place vote through
one point for a 25th-place vote and last
week’s ranking:

Record Pts Prv
. Kentucky (64) -0 1624 1
Virginia (1) -0 1561 2
a -1 1476 3
2 1,402 5
: Wisconsin 2 1351 6
Arizona 2 1300 7
Villanova -2 1187 4
. Notre Dame 2 1139 8
X -3 1120 11
10. Louisville -3 1,027 10
11. Utal 3’996 1.
12. Wichita -2 893 14
15 Xorth Caretina -4 878
14.veu 3 734 16
15 lowast. -2 719
1 .M land - 715 13
17, Wes(vwrglma 3 558 18
18N, -2 440
19 Texas 5 431 17
20. Baylos -4 407
21. Gebrgetown -5 334
22 Indiana 5 165 23
23, Miami 5 164 —
24. Oklahoma 7 90 19
25. Butler 6 70 —
Others recelving vo olorado St.
57 A ans B Bio 5. 9, SMU 43,

Providence 29, Dayton 28, Georgia 28,
stanford 16, Wyoming 14, LSU 10, Seton
Hall 10, San. Diego St. 4, Texas A&M 2,
Tulsa 2, Davidson n Bay 1, Saint
Mary s(cal) 1, Stephen FRustin 1.

USA Today Men’s Top 25

The to? 25 teams in the USA Today
men’s college basketball poll, with first-
place votes ntheses, records
through Jan. 25, s based on 25
points for a first-place vote through one
DmEl for a 25th-place vote and previous
ranking:

Record  Pts Pv:
. Kentucky (32) -0 800
Virginia -0 767
| Gonzaga -1 728
. Duke 2 682
Wisconsin -2 681
Arizona -2 634
villanova 2 600 4
. Notre Dame - 556 9
. Louisville 3 532 10
10. Utah -3 481 1
11. Kansas 3 476 1.
12. Wichita State 2 449 1
13 Maryland -3 414
14. North Carolina -4 403 1
15 -3 336 1
16. lowa State -2 308 1.
17. West Virginia - 300 1
18 Northern lowa -2 231 1
19. Baylor 4 216 2.
20. Texas 5 183 1
21. Indiana 5 75 2
22. Georgetown 5 72 —
23 5 59
54 Colorado state 2 58 —
3 Arkansas. -4 50

ing votes: Oklahoma 48,
ohio State 47, Dayton 43, Stanfor 42,
SMU 28, Butler 21, Wyoming 17, Provi-
dence 13, Kansas State 12, San Diego
State 7, Tulsa 7, George Washington 6,
LsU 6, Saint Mary s 5, Georgia 4, Texas
A&M 2, Davidson 1.

Money’s men’s scores

EAST
Army 68, American U. 66
Curry at E. Nazarene, ppd.
Endicott at New England, ppd.
ordon at Wentworth, ppd.
Roger "Wiiliams.at W. New England,

[
Salve Regina at Nichols, ppd.
York (NY) at New Rochelle, ppd.

SOUTH

Alabama A&M 78, Alcorn St. 66

Alabama St. 63, Southern U, 59, OT

Campbell 78, Gardner “Webb 55

Coppin St. 84, NC A&T

High Point 63, Preshytetian 5 s
oward 45, Bethune-Cookm

Kontucky $C95. Cantral &t (Ohia) 73

Lane 62, Tuskegee 54

LeMoyne-Owen 74, Spring Hill 57

Md--Eastern Shore 73, Florida, A&M 65

are

k St. 70, Savannah
North Carolina 93, Syracuse
Northwestern St. 80, Nicholls ot. 51
SC State 65, Hampton 56

Tenn. Wesleyan o1, Fisk 73
Texas A&M- CC 70, SE Louisiana 61
Texas Southern 85, MVSU
Xavier (NO) 73, \/Dcrhees 59

IDWES

a5t 89, ToXae 86|

Oakland 53, Cloveland st. 56

valparaiso 73, Milwaukee 48
gnt St. 64, Detrolt 53

Ark -Pine Bluff 105, Prairie View 68
‘ oncor ordia-Austin 114, Mary Hardin-
Baylor

Mearnate Word 86, McNeese St. 84
Sam Houston St. 80, Abilene Christian

Stephen F. Austin 82, Lamar 65

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule

Wednesday’s games
No. 4 Duke at No. 8 Notre Dame
No. 6 Arizona vs. Oregon
No. 9 Kar
No. 10 Louisville at Boston College
No. 12 Wichita State vs. Loyola of Chi-
cago

i No. 18 Northern lowa at Southern II-
inois

No. 22 Indiana at Purdue

No. 23 Miami vs. Georgia Tech

No. 24 Oklahoma vs. Texas Tech

hursday’s games
No. 1 Kentucky at Missouri
No. 3 Gonzaga vs. PDrtIand

CLA
No. 16 Maryland at Ohio State

AP Women’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated
Press’ women's college basketball poll,
with first-place votes in parentheses,
records through Jan. 25, total points
based on 25 points for a first-place vote
through one point for 25 h-place vote
and last week s rankin

Record Pts Pr
_South Carolina (27) 180 867
UConn (8) 81 848
Baylor 81 799
Notre Dame 9-] 770
Maryland 72 699
. Tennessee 7-3 684
. Oregon St. 81 672
. Louisville 82 653 4
. Florida St. 9-2 525 17
10. Kentucky 64 513 14
11. Arizona St. 2 294 1
12. Stanford 55 416 1
12. Texas A&M 6-4 416 1
14. Texas 4-4 390
15. Nebraska 5-3 383
16. North Carolina 7-4 376
7. 4-6 327
16 MieSssipp st 0-2 321
19. Princeton 7-0 255
20.1 53 240
21. Georgia 7-4 183
22. Rutgers 45 118
23. Syracuse 5 114
24. Oklahom: 35 73—
25. Chattanooga.

73 60 —
Others receiving votes: George Wash-
ington 32, Minnesota 31, Green Bay 27,
Seton Hall 2. Washington 15, South Flor’
ucky 12, lowa St. 9, LSU 8,

Flarida Gul Cosst, Middte ronngssen 3

USA Today Women’s Top 25

e top 25 teams in the USA Today
womens college basketball poll, with

9, points
points for a flrst place vote through one
point for a 25th-place vote and previous

ranking
Record Pts Pvs
_South Carolina (25) 180 793 1
. UConn (7) 1775 2
. Baylor 1732 3
4. Louisville -1 690 4
. Notre Dame 2 613 7
. Maryland 2 623 8
. Tennessee 3 583 6
. Oregon State -1 570 9
3 3 524 5
10. Toxas A&GM 3 299 12
11. North Carolina 3 486 10
12 Arizona State 1414 17
13. Duke 35 394 14
14 Kentucky 54 376 11
15. Nebraska 43 371 15
16. Stanford 35 319 13
17-Florida State 72 299 19
1810 43 220 21
19. Gea -3 217 16
24 .Mlsslss\ppl state 2 195 18
21 Prin 0 134 23
2 .Syracuse 5 122 24
23 5 93 22
21, Georgewashmgton 2 a4 —
25, scton Ha 2 39
g votes:  Oklahoma
Stare 35, ucky 26, James

Madison 23, South F\onda 23, West Vir-

John's 16, LSU. 7, lowa Staté 6, Minnesota
6, Gonzaga 1, Tulane 1, Green Bay 1.

Monday’s women's scores

Brjant 88, LIV Brook\(yn 85, OT

Endicott at New England, p|
Fairleigh Dickinson at Sacred Heart,

P
Gordon at Wentworth, ppd.
Robert Morris 68, Mount St. Mary's 44
Roger Williams at W. New England,

Salve Regina at Nichols, ppd.

St. Francis (Pa.) 87, Wagner 74

St. Peter’s at Rider, ppd.

York (NV» at New Rochelle, ppd.
UTH

Alcorn St. 58, Alabama A&M 55
Bethune-Cookman 61, Howard 53
Chattanooga 49, samford 32

TSU 72, Mercer 7

lorida A&M 64, - Eastem Shore 54
urman 58, Woff d

(Sbcky St 102, Conteat st. (ohio) 84
eMoyne-Owen 76, Spring H
Mississippi St. 59, Aubur
rehead St. 64, Tennessee Tech 54
NG AT o, Coppin
€ Contral So bamwar st. 59
avannah St. 56, Norfolk St, 54
outh Carolina 79, Texas A&M 61
ama St. 49
SU 52

Tuskegee 92, Lan

Xavier (NO) 73, Voorgees 59
lowa 78, NebraSka 1, 0T
Michigan 70, lllinois 57
Siena Heights 48, Adrian 38

Prairie View 83, Ark.-Pine Bluff 66
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AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Unfit Nadal falls
in quarterfinals

By DENNIS Passa
The Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia —
Rafael Nadal kept telling anyone
who would listen that his fitness
levels wouldn’t stand up to the
rigors of a two-week Grand Slam
tournament. Tomas Berdych
proved him right.

Nadal, who had played only
eight matches since last June
coming into the Australian Open
because of a right wrist injury
and appendix surgery in early
November, was knocked out in
the quarterfinals 6-2, 6-0, 7-6 (5)
on Tuesday by Berdych — who
had lost 17 straight matches to the
Spaniard.

“It is obvious that I needed
something more to be more com-
petitive,” Nadal, a 14-time major
winner, said. “As I said when I
arrived here, the process always
is not easy. When you have inju-
ries, comebacks are difficult. But
without being at my top level of
tennis, I was able to be here in
quarterfinals. Is not a bad result
at all for me.”

Berdych, while thankful for
the win, was reminded of a quote
from the late Vitas Gerulaitis
after beating Jimmy Connors for
the first time in 16 matches: “No-
body beats Vitas Gerulaitis 17
times in a row.”

So no one, not even Nadal, could
beat Berdych 18 times in a row?

“T've heard that one already,”
Berdych said, smiling.

Berdych will play sixth-seeded
Andy Murray in the semis after
the British player beat local hope
Nick Kyrgios 6-3, 7-6 (5), 6-3.

The 19-year-old Kyrgios, who
walked onto the court with his
headphones on and gave two
thumbs-up to the crowd, was at
his crowd-pleasing best. After
hitting a backhand drop shot at
the net for winner in the second
set, he spread out his arms for ap-
plause, and in the third set, he hit
a between-the-legs shot that Mur-
ray easily returned.

“It was a tricky match,” Mur-
ray said. “I tried to start as quick
as possible because I know how

dangerous Nick is. He’s a huge
hitter of the ball, so I tried to keep
it out of his strike zone as much as
possible. Thankfully it worked.”

On the women’s side, Maria
Sharapova moved closer to anoth-
er Australian Open title, defeating
20-year-old Eugenie Bouchard 6-
3, 6-2.The Russian made all the
big points look easy and advanced
to play Ekaterina Makarova, who
earlier beat third-seeded Simona
Halep 6-4, 6-0.

“I felt pretty good from the
start, didn’t feel I had too many
letdowns,” Sharapova said, add-
ing that her close call in the sec-
ond round — facing two match
points against a qualifier —
sharpened her focus for the rest
of the tournament.

The last time Sharapova and
Bouchard met — in the semifi-
nals at the French Open last year
— Bouchard won the first set be-
fore Sharapova came back to take
the next two. The Russian then
won the title at Roland Garros.

This time, Bouchard, who made
the finals of Wimbledon and two
other Grand Slam semis last year,
didn’t come close to taking a set,
looking flat from the outset while
being broken in her opening ser-
vice game. The Genie Army, a
group of young Australian men
who croon about the Canadian
player, was left to sing another

ay.

“She didn’t give me many chanc-
es, and against the great players
you have to take any chances you
can get,” Bouchard said.

The other women’s semifi-
nalists will be determined on
Wednesday when No. 1-ranked
Serena Williams plays last year’s
finalist, Dominika Cibulkova,
and Venus Williams, playing in
her first Grand Slam quarterfi-
nal in nearly five years, takes on
19-year-old American Madison
Keys.

If the Williams sisters play
each other in the semifinals, it
would be their first meeting in a
Grand Slam tournament since the
Wimbledon final in 2009 — won
by Serena.

BERNAT ARMANGUE/AP

Tomas Berdych, left, is congratulated by Rafael Nadal at the net after
winning their quarterfinal match at the Australian Open on Tuesday.

Lee JiN-maN/AP
Novak Djokovic’s coach Boris Becker, one of many ex-pros now coaching, watches a third-round match.

Ex-pros offer coaching insight
especially helpful at majors

By JusTIN BERGMAN
The Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia — Goran Ivanisevic
won one Wimbledon title in his colorful tennis ca-
reer, but the big-serving Croatian believes he might
have won even more if he’d had an ex-player as his
coach, like many of the top competitors do today.

“Bad luck I did not have someone like me to coach
me when I was [playing],” he said Tuesday at the
Australian Open. “I should have had this Goran to
coach that Goran. Probably I would win at least five,
six more Grand Slams.”

Ivanisevic, 43, is now part of the latest trend in
tennis — the exclusive but steadily growing club of
former pro players who have turned to coaching in
their post-retirement years.

The big-name stars like Novak Djokovic, Roger
Federer and Andy Murray may have glamorized
the ex-player hires in recent years, taking on Boris
Becker, Stefan Edberg and Ivan Lendl/Amelie
Maursemo, respectively. But the players just behind
them in the rankings have also jumped on the band-
‘wagon to try to close the gap and contend for slams.

Stan Wawrinka and Marin Cilic both won their
first majors last year under the tutelage of former
players — Wawrinka is coached by Swede Magnus
Norman and Cilic by Ivanisevic. And Kei Nishikori
has former French Open champion Michael Chang
in his corner, while Milos Raonic is coached by Ivan
Ljubicic, once ranked No. 3 in the world.

Chang believes the ex-player coaches have caught
on among these players, in part, because they can
bring valuable perspective from their own careers
that could be the final piece needed for a break-
through at the majors.

The fifth-seeded Nishikori hired Chang at the
end of 2013 and proceeded to make his first Grand
Slam final at the U.S. Open, where he was beaten
by Cilic. He plays defending champion Wawrinka on
Wednesday for a spot in the semifinals.

“The mentality and attitude ends up playing a
very important role,” the 42-year-old Chang said.

“We all know everybody can come out here and
play great tennis, they all hit great forehands, great
backhands and great serves, but the mindset is an-
other element that the public and press don’t see.
Something that I try to help him out and give him
good advice wherever I can.”

Ivanisevic, who reached three Wimbledon finals
before finally winning in 2001, sees how valuable this
insight can be when looking back at his own career.

“I'say [to Cilic], ‘Listen, you’re going to learn only
by learning not to the same mistakes that I did,””
he said. “It would take 10 days to tell you how many
mistakes I made.”

Ivanisevic has known Cilic since 2002 when he
invited the then-14-year-old rising junior to practice
with him. Cilic, who pulled out of this year’s Austra-
lian Open due to a shoulder injury, hired Ivanisevic
to coach him in 2013.

“It’s nice to have somebody in the corner who was
through all these things,” Ivanisevic said. “Unfortu-
nately, I could not do things with myself that I can
do with him. But I succeeded with him, also made
me proud.”

Ljubicic, too, was drawn to coaching by the oppor-
tunity to help one of the game’s rising stars take the
next step. Raonic also plays for a spot in the semifi-
nals Wednesday against Djokovic.

A former French Open semifinalist, Ljubicic, 35,
said there’s an expectation that an ex-player coach
can have an immediate impact on a player’s results,
but this isn’t necessarily the case.

His coaching relationship with Raonic, which
began just a year after Ljubicic retired in 2012, got
off to a rocky start.

“We had difficult first few weeks because (Ra-
onic) was struggling, out of confidence and out of
shape, but we decided to try a little bit longer and
the results started to come,” Ljubicic said.

Ljubicic said he wasn’t going to return to the
grind of the tennis tour for just any player, either.
He wanted to coach a contender.

“(Milos is) one of the most determined and mo-
tivated people that I have ever met, and that meets
my needs and my type of people that I want to work
with,” he said.

Chang, too, didn’t take the decision to return to
the tour lightly. He said it wouldn’t have been pos-
sible without the help of his wife, who travels with
him and takes care of their two children.

“It’s fun to be able to work with Kei and to see him
excel and improve,” Chang said. “Spending time
with my family is important, too.”

RoB GRIFFITH/AP

Andy Murray’s coach Amelie Mauresmo, left,
and his fitness coach, Matt Little, watch Murray’s
quarterfinal match against Nick Kyrgios.
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

After ugly start, Wildcats in Big 12 ti

K-State sloughs off early troubles to charge up league standings

By DAVE SKRETTA
The Associated Press

MANHATTAN, Kan. — It may
have happened against Texas
Southern, when Kansas State al-
lowed an overlooked opponent
to score four points in the final
second for a numbing two-point
defeat.

Or it may have been few days
later, when the Wildcats couldn’t
crack 50 points in a loss to Geor-
gia. Or a few days after that, when
star guard Marcus Foster openly
sulked after getting benched, and
Kansas State was run out of the
gym in its Big 12 opener at Okla-
homa State.

Atsome point, everyone seemed
to give up on the Wildcats.

They were 7-7 at that point,
their season in tatters amid strife
and infighting. All the discord
resulted in apathy, with legions
of fans refusing to show up for a
game against TCU. Thousands of
empty purple seats filled Bram-
lage Coliseum.

Barely two weeks later, every-
thing has changed.

Buoyed by five wins in six
games, including against ranked
opponents Oklahoma and Bay-
lor and once-ranked Oklahoma
State, the Wildcats (12-8, 5-2)
have charged to the top of the
Big 12 standings. They are just
a half-game behind Kansas for

Roundup

first place heading into Tuesday
night’s game against No. 17 West
Virginia, which is tied with Iowa
state another half-game back.

“I think we've made some
progress, obviously. Five out of
six in the league, and a game at
Iowa State we played well enough
to win, we just didn’t play well
enough at the end,” Kansas State
coach Bruce Weber said. “We’ve
made progress. And that’s the
first thing on the board: You
worry about how you’re going
to help the team, you’re going to
play well.”

Therein stands the reason for
so much dissension early in the
season: selfishness.

The biggest offender was Fos-
ter, who acknowledged thinking
too much about himself — his
breakout freshman season, the
potential NBA future that awaits
him — and not enough about his
team. The result was a benching,
and that ugly scene in Stillwater.
Foster looked a bit like a petulant
child who had been grounded as
he sat on the bench.

To his credit, Foster owned up
to things. Rather than let a rift
with Weber grow, he repaired the
schism. The sophomore guard be-
came the consummate team play-
er, winning his way back into the
starting lineup with inspired play.

When the Wildcats met the
Cowboys again on Saturday, Fos-

ter scored 14 points in a win.

“It definitely felt like it was a
long time ago, more than a couple
weeks ago,” Foster said quietly,
“but my revenge was all about
getting a win. All the other stuff, I
don’t worry about that. They beat
us last time. I just wanted to get
awin.”

Foster is the most visible sign
of change at Kansas State, but not
the only one.

Nino Williams has gone from
role player to star, pouring in 20
points in Saturday’s victory over
the Cowboys. Big man Thomas
Gipson has emerged as a brute
in the paint. Justin Edwards has
finally grown accustomed to life
in the Big 12 after transferring
from Maine, scoring 14 points
and making several key plays
down the stretch against Oklaho-
ma State. “I think it’s just playing
my game, relaxing more, helping
Marcus get a break, helping Wes
(Iwundu) get a break,” Edwards
said. “Just got to come in and
produce.”

The Wildcats have been pro-
ducing just enough on offense, but
it’s been their feisty defense that
has been outstanding. They’'ve
held 12 of their last 13 opponents
to fewer than 65 points. The only
team to break that ceiling was the
Cyclones, one of the highest-scor-
ing teams in the league.

tle chase

|

ORLIN WAGNER/AP

Kansas State forward Thomas Gipson has become a strong force in
the paint and has helped the Wildcats rebound from a horrid start.

No. 13 North Carolina pulls away from Syracuse

The Associated Press

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. — Brice
Johnson had 15 of his 17 points
after halftime and No. 13 North
Carolina shot S5 percent to beat
Syracuse 93-83 on Monday night.

Nate Britt added a career-best
17 points and four three-pointers
off the bench for the Tar Heels
(17-4, 7-1 Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence), who pulled away in the
final 4 minutes for their sixth
straight win. UNC shot 62 per-
cent in the second half and took

control once it stopped turning
the ball over against the Orange’s
zone defense.

Johnson was key in UNC’s sec-
ond-half production. After man-
aging just two points on one shot
attempt in the first half, the 6-
foot-9 junior went 5-for-5 after the
break — including three straight
baskets in the first 90 seconds of
the half — and finished with 11
rebounds.

By the final horn, UNC had
the best shooting percentage and
scoring total allowed all season

by Syracuse (14-7, 5-3).

Marcus Paige finished with 22
points, six rebounds and eight as-
sists to lead the Tar Heels, who
won despite committing a sea-
son-high 20 turnovers that led to
21 points for Syracuse.

No. 15 lowa State 89, No. 19
Texas 86: Georges Niang scored
19 points, Bryce Dejean-Jones
had 18 and Towa State held off
visiting Texas.

Jameel McKay had 14 points
for the Cyclones (15-4,5-2Big 12),
who bounced back from a loss at

last-place Texas Tech by running
up a huge lead that nearly slipped
away.

Towa State broke open a tight
game with a 27-12 run and went
ahead by 21 with 11:36 left. The
Longhorns answered with a furi-
ous rally that pulled them to 87-84
on Jonathan Holmes’ three-point-
er with 22 seconds left.

Army 68, American U 66:
Tanner Plomb made six of nine
three-pointers and scored 26,
and Dylan Cox hit the go-ahead

Order A Bike Overseas For Stateside Delivery!

You can custom order a 2015 model
or choose from a large available
ook for quick delivery.

Wotorcycle Safety Course
nuenient on-base shopping with
“inowledgeable staff

jumper with four seconds left to
help Army slip past host Ameri-
can University.

A layup by Marko Vasic gave
American (11-9, 4-4 Patriot
League) a 66-61 lead with 1:45
remaining.

Cox made a layup and, after a
back-court violation by Ameri-
can, Plomb knocked down a three
to tie it with 1:14 to go.

Vasic missed a layup on the
other end and Plomb grabbed
the rebound, setting up Cox’s
game-winner.

Ask a Sales Representative for details.
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Eastern Conference

Atlantic Divi
GB
Toronto K =
Brooklyn 18 26 409 11
Boston 16 27 312 1%
New York 37 1718 2%
Philadelphia 37 178 21%
outheast Division
Atlanta 8 822 —
Wasmnglon 15 667
24 455 16%
Char\otte 26 422 18
33 313 2%
Central Division
Chicago 17630
Cleveland 5 20 556 3%
Milwaukee 2 22 500 6
Detroit 7 28 378 1%
Indiana 6 30 348 13

Western Conference
Southwest Di

Memphis
Houston
Dallas
San Antonio
New Orleans
Northwest Di

Portland
Oklahoma City
Denver
Utah
Minnesota

Pacific Divi
Golden State

Sacramento
L.A. Lakers

3
Sunday's games
Miami 96, Chicago 84
Cleveland 108, Oklahoma City 98
LA, Clippers 120, Phoenix 100
Orleans 109, Dallas 1
Ao 112, anesota 100
indiana ms Orlan:
D ans 201 Miwaukee 95
Toronto 114, Detrolt 110
Golden State 114, Boston 111
Washington 117, Denver 115, OT
Houston 98, L. Lakers 8
onday’s games
Portiand Bt BroSkly B PR, snow
Sacramento at New York, e‘pd snow
il ia 74
City $2, Minnesota 84
Memphis 103, Orlando
Boston 99, Utah
X Clopere 302 benver o8
lay’s games
Toronto at Indiana
Milwaukee at Miami
Cleveland at Detroit
lemphis at Dallas
Chicago at Golden State
Washington at L.A. Lakers
Wednesday’s games
ctroit bt PRSACTIRS
Portland at Cleveland

_A. Clippers at Utah
Washington at Phoenix

Monday
Pelicans 99, 76ers 74
PHILADELPHIA — Covington 2-11 2-2 6,
Noel 1-9 0-0 2, Sims 4-9 6-8 14, Drew 11 2-9
Thompson 1-4 0-0
74
Cunningham 4-8 0-0

8, Davis 12-19 e 32 Asik 4-6 2-5 10, Ev-
ns 2 -9 1-1 13 PcndEX-

Withey 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 39-86 14-19 99.
Philadelphia 19 2419 12-74
New orleans 14-99
Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 2-15
(McDaniels 1-1, Grant 1-2, Mbah a Moute
0-1, Thompson 0-1, Sampson 0-2, Drew
Il 0-4, Covington 0-4), New Orleans 7-16
(Anderson s Gordon 2-5, Evans 1-3,
Pondexter salmons 0-2). Fouled
e one. Reboundas Philadelphia 49
(Covington, Noel 6), New Orleans 61 (Da-
Vis 10). Assists— Phlladelphla 15 (covmg
ton 5), New Orleans 28 (Evans 12). Tot:
Fouls-Philadelphia 19, New Orleans 17
A—16,419 (16,867).

Celtlcs 99, Jazz 90
'ON — Crowder 2-40-0 5, Sul\lnger
4103312 Bass 3-6 2-2 8, Turt 5-6
9, Bradley 4-12 2-2 12, Thom(un 3 8 2-2 9,
Zeller 6-8 22 14, Smart 4-9 0-0 9, Wallace
0-0 272 2. Princé 7-10 3-4 19. Totals 35-74.

21-23
Hayward 7-17 8-12 26, Favors

“Boston 38 16 28-99
utah 11 14 35 24-90
Three-PointGoals—Boston8-19(Prince

2:3, Bradley 2-4, Crowder 1-1, Sulhnger
-3, Sm ornton 1.4, U h 9-24
(Haywar By 5 Burke 4-12, Mill 1-1. a-

e ngl ound
Boston 42 (Su\llnger 9), Utah 54 (Gobert
10). Assists— Bost 18 (Prince, Smart 5),
Utah IE (Ingles 5). Total Fouls—Boston

23. Technicals—Turner, Kanter.
A 18 947 (19,911).

Thunder 92, Tlmberwolves 84

MINNESOTA — 8-20 6-6 22, Di-

CITY — Jones 2-6 22 6,
Ibakas 10" 13, Adam53 6 2- 45,2 West-

7-224-6 18, Rober: wan
Or94:121:410, Collison 34 1-2.7, Wi
Fl3sate Jackson 57 3.3 14, Perkins 0-0

0-10-0 0, Smith 0-0 0-0 0, Jer-
Tett 0-10:0.0. Totalsssssls 24 92.
Minnesota 21 16 28-84
Oklahoma City zs 23 17 21-92
Three-Point Goals anesota 2-13
(Lavme 1-2, Williams 1-6, Wiggins 0-1,
oun:

o

gosons

A
B
L
23
3
o
72
siate)
i
N
&
g
H
H
Ia¥
5z
i3
i
H

3 hmcals Minnesota Coach
aunders Jsehane 3 18,203 (18,203).

Grizzlies 103 Magic 94

ORLANDO — AGordon 3.7 1-2 7, Frye
2-40-0

n 2-3 g-so 4, W.Green 3-5 0-0 6.
-6 2-2 12, Ran-

ley 2-8 0-0 5, Lee 2-6 5-5 11. Udrih 6-8 2-2
15, Koufos 0-3 0- Calathes 3-6 0-0 6,
Leuer 4-7 1 29, Carter 2-6 D05 Totale 36
76 24-26 1
oriando 29 19 25 21- 94
Memnhls 33 22 14-103

4
Goals—Orlando 4-12 (Frye
2 4 A 2, Oladipo 1-3, A.Go

er 1-3, Conley 1-4, Gasol 0-1, Randolpn

0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebou

lando 49 (Vucevic 12), Memnh\s

sol, Randolph 10). Assists—Orlando 14
to

Total Fouis—Orlando 22, Memphis 17.
Technicals—Oriando  defensive  three
econd. A—15,407 (18,119).

Clippers 102, Nuggets 98
DI

— Chandler 7-18 1-2 18, Faried

0-0 2, Nelson 1-5 0-0 2, Gee 0-0 0-0 0.
Totals 40 83 10-15 98,
ERS — Barnes 7-11 2-2 18,
anfm ST od 14, Jordan 3-5 1-17, Paul
1 0-0 15, Redick 2-10 2-2 6, Crawford
5148923, Hawes 2-3 0-0 4, Rivers 2-4
0-0 4, Tt rkog\u13ous Davis 2-2 4-4 8.
Totals 38-80 19-22 1
nver 31 16 30 21- 98
Cllpp 20 30 19 33-102
oint _Goals—Denver 5
(Chand\er 3 8, Afflalo 2-4, Gallinari 2 5,
Fo . Nelson 0-1, Hickson 0-1),

led ebound:
2 (Chand\er, Nerkic 103, LA, Clippers s
(Jordan 12). Assists—Denver 26 (Lawson

grant Fouls—Faried. A-19,060 (19,060).

Leaders
Scoring
G FG
Harden, HOU 45 375
James, CLE 36 330 221
Davis, NOR 41 388
Cousins, SAC 31 263
Anthnny,NVK 34 302
Aldridge, PO 39
Thompson GOL 41 332
Griffin, L, 45 4
Curry. GOL 42 336
Bryant, LAL
Lillard, POR 45 333
Wade, MIA 34 286
Bosh, MIA 36 279

G rer:emage

Jordan, LAC
Chandler‘ DAL 170 2
lee, B 180 303

Howard, HOU 202
A. Johnson, TOR 173
Zeller, BOS 161
Davis, NOI
Valanciunas, TOR 202
Ho TL

Rebounds

G OFF

Jordan, LAC 5 193

Randolph, MEM 35 134
Gasol, CHI 43 122
42 130

Vucevic, ORL
Howard, HOU 32 90
Davis, NOR 41 109
Assists
AST AVG
Wall, WAS 45 457 10.2
Lawson, DEN 43 429 100
Paul, LA 45 441 98
Rondo, DAL 39 359 92
Curry, GOL 42 314 82
Teague, ATL 41 306 7.5
owry, TOR 4 321 14
James, CLE 265 7.4
Carter-Williams, PHL 36 257 71

: Davis, Pelicans rout Sixers

The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Anthony
Davis had 32 points, 10 rebounds
and four blocked shots as the New
Orleans Pelicans stretched their
season-long winning streak to
four games with a 99-74 victory
over the Philadelphia 76ers on
Monday.

Ryan Anderson scored 19
points and Eric Gordon added 13
for New Orleans, while Tyreke
Evans tied a season high—set one
night earlier — with 12 assists.

K.J. McDaniels scored 16
points for the 76ers, who lost their
sixth straight. Henry Sims and
Luc Mbah a Moute had 14 points.

Philadelphia played without
Michael Carter-Williams, who
was sidelined by an upper respi-
ratory infection.

Davis was 12-for-19 shooting,
including five layups and five
crowd-pleasing dunks, and made
all eight of his free throws as New
Orleans (24-21) went three games
above .500 for the first time since
coach Monty Williams’ first sea-
son in 2010-11.

Thunder 92, Timberwolves
84: Russell Westbrook scored 18
points as host Oklahoma City got
the win while playing without the
injured Kevin Durant.

Clippers 102, Nuggets 98:
Jamal Crawford scored 21 of his
23 points in the fourth quarter as
Los Angeles held off visiting Den-
ver for its fifth straight victory.

Crawford scored the final five
points and had a key save that led
to a basket in the closing seconds,
when the Clippers completed
their biggest comeback of the sea-
son after being down by 16 earlier
in the game.

Grizzlies 103, Magic 94:

GeraLp HERBERT/AP

Pelicans forward Anthony Davis (23) dunks in front of 76ers center
Henry Sims, right, and forward Robert Covington during Monday’s
game in New Orleans. The Pelicans won 99-74.

Zach Randolph had 24 points, 10
rebounds and six assists in host
Memphis’ third straight win, and
Marc Gasol added 16 points and
10 boards.

Celtics 99, Jazz 90: Tayshaun

Prince scored 19 points as Boston
held on for the road win.

Tyler Zeller had 14 points and
seven rebounds for the Celtics,
who grabbed control with a big
second quarter.

Surgery likely to end Bryant’s season

JonaTHAN BacHMAN/AP

The Lakers’ Kobe Bryant will
have surgery to repair his torn
rotator cuff. A timeline estimate
for Bryant’s return will be issued
following the surgery.

The Associated Press

EL SEGUNDO, Calif. — Kobe
Bryant will have surgery Wednes-
day on his torn right rotator cuff,
likely ending his 19th season with
the Los Angeles Lakers.

Bryant seriously aggravated
a lingering shoulder ache while
dunking last week in New Or-
leans. The star guard and the
Lakers decided Monday on sur-
gery, which typically requires
several months of rehabilitation.

The Lakers will announce a
timetable for Bryant’s recovery
after surgery, but coach Byron
Scott anticipates losing the third-
leading scorer in NBA history for
the rest of the year.

The 36-year-old Bryant’s torn
rotator cuff is likely his third
straight season-ending injury.
He missed the 2013 playoffs with
a torn Achilles tendon, and he
played just six games last season
before breaking a bone near his
left knee. His famously resilient
body has finally worn down from
the accumulated grind of nearly
two decades and several lengthy
postseasons with the Lakers, in-

cluding five NBA title runs.

After returning at nearly full
strength in training camp, Bry-
ant sat out eight games to rest in
the last month and played on a
strict minutes limit. He still dealt
with assorted aches and setbacks
before he injured his shoulder.

The Lakers discouraged specu-
lation that Bryant’s career might
be over. He is the NBA’s highest-
paid player at $23.5 million this
season, and he is under contract
for $25 million next year.

“I don’t think we appreciate
how tough he is, all the injuries
and other things that he’s played
with, to be able to come back
the way that he’s come back. I
don’t see Kobe as the type of guy
that wants to leave his legacy on
(these) terms. I think he wants to
go out on his own terms. We’ll just
have to wait and see,” Scott said.

The Lakers (12-33) are in the
midst of another aimless season,
losing eight straight heading into
Tuesday’s visit from Washington.
The 16-time NBA champion fran-
chise is almost certain to miss the
playoffs in consecutive seasons
for the first time since 1976.
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SPORTS BRIEFS

Tiger explains how cameraman broke teeth

The Associated Press

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Tiger Woods
was all smiles Tuesday — and with a full
set of teeth.

Woods gave a play-by-play account of
how his front tooth was knocked out in It-
aly on Jan. 19 while celebrating girlfriend
Lindsey Vonn’s record 63rd World Cup
victory. He said one tooth was chipped and
the other was cracked. Both were replaced
before he arrived to start his season at the
Phoenix Open.

He said he wore a skeleton-patterned
scarf over his face to avoid being recog-
nized, making a crack about how difficult
that can be for a man of black heritage at a
World Cup ski race in Italy.

“Not a lot of brown dudes at ski races,
OK?” he said with a laugh, as cameras
clicked at his smile.

Woods said when the race was complet-
ed, the podium presentation was moved up
on a hill for the photographers. He went to
the top of the hill, behind the cameras.

“All the camera guys are below me on
their knees or moving all around, trying to
get a picture because she’s hugging people,
saying congratulations to the other racers
as they are coming down,” he said. “Some
already finished, some are there already
in the changing area. Dude with a video
camera on his shoulder right in front me,
kneeling, stood up and turned and caught
me square on the mouth.”

Woods said he tried to keep his mask on
“so the blood is not all over the place.” He
said the videographer hit the tooth on which
he had root canal, chipping it. He said the
other tooth had to be fixed, too, because it
had cracks through it.”

The photo of Woods missing a tooth be-
came as big a sensation as Vonn’s record
victory. There did not appear to be any
swelling on Woods’ mouth when a photog-
rapher captured the image of his mouth
slightly open and the scarf lowered.

Nicola Colli, the secretary general of the
race organizing committee, told The As-
sociated Press he was among those who
escorted Woods from the tent to a snow-
mobile for him to leave “and there was no
such incident.”

Whether anyone believed the story from
a week ago was not his concern.

“Dude, you guys ... it’s just the way the
media is,” he said. “It is what it is.”

Boxer Taylor to get evaluation

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — IBF middle-
weight champion Jermain Taylor must
undergo a mental evaluation, an Arkansas
judge said on Tuesday.

Pulaski County Circuit Judge Leon John-
son granted a request from Taylor’s attor-
neys that he be moved to a state hospital for

Rick Scuteri/AP

Tiger Woods talks after playing a practice
round at the Phoenix Open on Tuesday, in
le, Ariz.

a full evaluation, the Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette reported.

He has pleaded not guilty to first-degree
battery and first-degree terroristic threat-
ening charges stemming from an August
shooting of his cousin at his home in Mau-
melle. And Taylor last week was charged
with aggravated assault and endangering
the welfare of a minor after police said he
opened fire and threatened to shoot a fam-
ily during a Martin Luther King Jr. Day pa-
rade in Little Rock.

Prosecutors sought to have Taylor’s bond
revoked in the first case after last week’s
arrest, so he was arrested again pend-
ing Tuesday’s hearing. Instead, the judge
agreed to a request from Taylor’s attomey,
Hubert Al der, to have him i
1y enter a hospital for an evaluation.

“Everybody is saying this isn’t the Jer-
main Taylor they know,” Alexander said.
“We’re trying to figure out who in the heck
itis.”

Taylor won the IBF title in October, and
has served as an unofficial ambassador for
Arkansas since 2000, when he won a bronze
medal at the Sydney Olympics.

Solo could be left off roster

Goalkeeper Hope Solo faces the possibil-
ity of being left off the American roster for
this year’s Women’s World Cup if she fails
to complete tasks set for her by the U.S.
Soccer Federation, which may include al-
cohol counseling.

The 33-year-old was suspended for 30

days last Wednesday for what the U.S. Soc-
cer Federation called “an incident that oc-
curred during the current WNT training
camp” in Carson, Calif.

Asked whether she could be omitted
from the team’s World Cup roster, USSF
President Sunil Gulati said Monday: “Look,
that’s possible. We hope that’s not the case.
We hope she’s making progress and joins
the team. That’s certainly the goal, hers
and ours.”

Jerramy Stevens, Solo’s husband, was
driving a team vehicle when he was arrest-
ed last week on suspicion of driving under
the influence, a person familiar with the
details of the arrest told The Associated
Press last week. The person spoke to The
Associated Press on the condition of ano-
nymity because they could not discuss the
case publicly.

Solo was ordered to refrain from drink-
ing alcohol last June after she was arrested
on domestic violence charges at her sister’s
home in Kirkland, Wash. The charge was
dropped this month.

Solo will miss exhibition games at France
(Feb. 8) and at England (Feb. 13).

Yanks weigh A-Rod payments

NEW YORK — The New York Yankees
are thinking about not making a $6 million
payment to Alex Rodriguez if he hits six
home runs and ties Willie Mays at 660 for
fourth place on the career list.

Rodriguez signed a $275 million, 10-year
contract with the team in December 2007
and a separate marketing agreement that
called for $6 mllllon payments for up to five
d by
the Yankees. Each payment is due Wlthln
15 days of i ion and is in

accomr

on Rodriguez’s behalf by the Major League
Baseball Players Association.

Kings cut center Richards

EL SEGUNDO, Calif. — The Los Ange-
les Kings decided they could wait no longer
for Mike Richards to regain his champion-
ship form.

The Kings put Richards on waivers Mon-
day when they returned from the All-Star
break, finally acknowledging the veteran
center’s declining play.

Richards has been a key part of the
Kings’ two Stanley Cup championship
teams in the past three seasons, playing
a responsible two-way role and providing
leadership. But his plummeting offensive
production hasn’t matched his exorbitant
contract since shortly after he arrived in
Los Angeles, which acquired him from
Philadelphia in 2011.

Richards, who turns 30 next month,
has only five goals and 10 assists in 47
games with Los Angeles this season. He
has a minus-7 rating and has won only 48
percent of his faceoffs while playing on a
depth line with the Kings — not the con-
tributions expected of a player with a 12-
year, $69 million contract that has a $5.75
million annual salary cap hit for the next
six seasons.

In other NHL news:

® The NHL has suspended Flyers
forward Zac Rinaldo for eight games for
charging and boarding Penguins defense-
man Kris Letang.

Rinaldo is considered a repeat offend-
er under the terms of the league’s labor
agreement. He loses $73,170.72 in salary,
which goes to the players’ emergency as-

istance fund.

for rights such as using Rodriguez’s name
and image in selling licensed goods.

At the time uf the marketing agreement
those accc were cC
ed to be tying the home run totals of Mays,
Babe Ruth (714), Hank Aaron (755) and
Barry Bonds (762), and breaking Bonds’
major league record.

Rodriguez returns to the team next
month after a season-long drug suspen-
sion and has three seasons and $61 mil-
lion in guaranteed money remaining in his
contract.

New York’s thought process on the $6
million payment, first reported by the
Daily News, was described to The Associ-
ated Press on Monday by a person famil-
iar with the deal who spoke on condition of
anonymity because no public statements
were authorized. The Yankees are think-
ing of letting any acc pass

No changes to Chase formula

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — NASCAR won’t
change its new championship format, which
chairman Brian France said Monday is
“overwhelmingly popular” with fans.

The Chase was revamped last year into
an elimination-style system that created
a winner-take-all final race among four
drivers. Kevin Harvick won the season fi-
nale at Homestead in November to claim
his first Sprint Cup title.

NASCAR launched the Chase in 2004
and tweaked it several times in the first 10
years. But it got a dramatic overhaul before
the 2014 season, when the field was ex-
panded to 16 drivers with four eliminated
after every third Chase race. The final four
drivers then went to Homestead even in the
i with the highest finisher guaran-

without declaring it a milestone.
Afailure to declare a milestone and make
a payment likely would trigger a grievance

teed the championship. The system worked
in creating an eventful finale in which all
four contenders raced for the win.

i

2015 JOURNEY:
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NHL

Caps among East contenders

West race too close to call as season emerges from All-Star break

By JouNn Wawrow
The Associated Press

COLUMBUES, Ohio
lex Ovechkin’s familiar
gap-toothed grin has re-
turned with the Wash-
ington Capitals in the

thick of the Eastern Conference
playoff hunt.

Hardly anyone’s smiling in the
West, where the standings are far
more convoluted heading into the
post-All-Star break of the NHL
schedule, which opened with 11
games Tuesday night.

“It’s hard,” St. Louis Blues
defenseman Kevin Shattenkirk
said during the All-Star festivi-
ties in Columbus, Ohio, over the
weekend. “If you lose three, four
games in a row, it’s scary because
you find yourself in eighth place
when you were in first a week
ago.”

It’s a tale of two conferences.

In the West, seven points sepa-
rate the fourth-place San Jose
Sharks from the 11th-place Dal-
las Stars. Don’t count out the
12th-place Minnesota Wild, who
rode a 23-10-7 second-half surge
to clinch a playoff spot last year.

And then there’s the defending
Stanley Cup champion Los Ange-
les Kings, who are a single point
out of the postseason picture at
the moment.

“We’ve had some spurts where
we played pretty good,” Kings
forward Anze Kopitar said. “But
we also had some moments where
we didn’t play very good at all.”

In the East, the Capitals (24-
13-9) are seventh, but part of a
top-eight group of contenders
that have begun separating them-
selves from the bottom eight.

And that, so far, is fine with,
Ovechkin who is feeling much
better after one of his most trying

years.

“Before the season, I said it’s
a very important year for us, for
me, for the whole group of guys
on the team,” said Ovechkin, who
made his fifth career NHL All-
Star Game appearance. “We all
wanted to come back and show
last year was maybe a little bit of
no luck.”

The Capitals not only missed
the playoffs for the first time in
seven seasons, Ovechkin’s frus-
trations were compounded on the
other side of the Atlantic. That’s
where he and his fellow Russians
wilted under immense national
pressure by failing to even sniff
an Olympic medal on native soil
at the Sochi Games.

The Capitals have successfully
made the transition under new
coach Barry Trotz, and shored up
their defense by adding Brooks
Orpik and Matt Niskanen.

Ovechkin’s production has
barely slowed, and put himin con-
tention to win his fifth career and
third straight scoring title. His 27
goals are one off the league lead
shared by Dallas’ Tyler Seguin
and the New York Rangers’ Rick

ALex BRANDON/AP

Washington left wing Alex Ovechkin, right, skates with the puck in front of Edmonton center Derek Roy
during the second period of a game on Jan. 20 in Washington. After missing the playoffs last season,
Ovechkin and the Capitals find themselves in the thick of the Eastern Conference race.

‘We’ve had some spurts where we played
pretty good. We also had some moments
where we didn’t play very good at all.?

Anze Kopitar
Los Angeles forward

Nash. And Ovechkin’s defensive
numbers are markedly improved.
After finishing third to last in the
NHL with a minus-35 rating, he’s
currently 40th with a plus-12.

Steven Stamkos, captain of the
East-leading Tampa Bay Light-
ning, isn’t exactly rooting for
Alex The Great’s return to the
playoffs. But, he noted, it would
be good for hockey to have such
a high-profile player competing
well into the spring.

The East teams outside the
playoff hunt have plenty of catch-
ing up to do. The youth-laden
Florida Panthers — whose roster
includes rookie No. 1 pick, defen-
seman Aaron Ekblad — are ninth.
Ottawa and Toronto are next with
47 points, and shown few signs of
consistency even after both On-
tario rivals changed coaches over
the past two months.

The West is filled with intrigue,
which shouldn’t come as a sur-
prise after many top teams spent
last summer stocking up on high-
profile free agents. Still, there are
three teams — San Jose (fourth
place), Winnipeg (seventh) and
Calgary (eighth) — that are in the

hunt despite not making many
offseason splashes.

Chicago and St. Louis both find
themselves looking up in the Cen-
tral Division at Nashville.

“It’s a tough division to be in,
but it’s also a good division to
be in,” Blackhawks defenseman
Brent Seabrook said. “We’re all
playing meaningful games down
the stretch, getting ready for the
playoffs.”

Not all will make it.

There is a race to watch at the
other end of the standings. Buf-
falo (14-30-3) and Edmonton (12-
26-9) have been locked in a battle
for futility and, more important,
the right to land the top draft
prospects — Erie Otters forward
Connor McDavid and U.S.-born,
Boston University freshman Jack
Eichel.

The Sabres are suddenly gain-
ing the “edge” for last place and,
with it, a guaranteed top-two se-
lection. They entered the All-Star
break having lost 11 straight in
regulation — the NHL’s worst
streak since Pittsburgh lost 13 in
a row from January to February
2004, according to STATS.

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlan ic Divi:
Tampa Bay

Detroit
Montreal

Buffalo

N.Y. Islanders

SR5E5R55T 2552585388

New Jersey
Carolina

Western Conference
C Mr‘zl Dlvlslgn

T Pts GF GA
Nashville 30 5 137 104
St. Louis 29 1 148 111
Chicago 30 2 148 108
Winnipeg 2% 8 135 117
Ccloradc 20 10 125 137
21 7 142 151
Minnesota 20 6 128 137
Pacific Division

Anaheim 31 6 139 124
San Jose 2 6 131 132
Vancouver 2% 3 124 114
Calgary 25 3 136 125
LosAnge\es 2 12 129 126
15 5 105 155

Edmcn

ton 9
Notes Two Roints for a win, oné point
for overtime loss,

londay’s games
No games schedulcd

rs 2t N, lslande
Ny, Rangers at N, ¥ fsla landers

esday’s games
Toronto at New Jerse
Pittsburgh at Washington
Chicago at Los Angeles
rsday’s games
Boston at N V Islander: s
Montreal at N.Y. Ran F
Winnipeg at Philadelphia
onto

LM Orero/AP

Dallas coach Lindy Ruff, center, and the Stars are in 11th place in
Western Conference, but only seven points separate them from
fourth-place San Jose as the season gets back underway.
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SUPER BOWL

Kraft defends Pats, seeks NFL apology

New England owner says league owes QB, coach if investigation reveals no tampering

By BarRrY WILNER
The Associated Press

CHANDLER, Ariz. — The New England
Patriots came out swinging upon their ar-
rival at the Super Bowl.

Not star quarterback Tom Brady or All-
Pro cornerback Darrelle Revis. Not coach
Bill Belichick, either.

Robert Kraft.

The team owner on Monday night de-
manded an apology from the league once
the Patriots are found to be not guilty of
breaking any rules regarding using under-
inflated footballs in the AFC championship
game.

A conclusion Kraft is certain will occur.

In an unscheduled statement, Kraft
strongly defended his team’s actions and
integrity, growing more fiery with each
sentence.

“I want to make it clear that I believe,
unconditionally, that the New England Pa-
triots have done nothing inappropriate in
this process or in violation of NFL rules,”
Kraft said at the team’s first media avail-
ability in Arizona.

“If the (Ted) Wells investigation is not
able to definitively determine that our or-
ganization tampered with the air pressure
in the footballs, I would expect and hope
the league would apologize to our entire
team, and in particular to coach (Bill)
Belichick and Tom Brady, for what they’ve
had to endure this week.”

NFL Executive Vice President Jeff Pash
and Ted Wells of the law firm of Paul Weiss
are leading the probe. Wells was the inves-
tigator in the Miami Dolphins bullying
scandal and has said the current investiga-
tion could last a while.

Kraft welcomes a thorough search.

“I’'m disappointed in the way this entire

Quiz: Questions help avoid suprises on fie

FROM BACK PAGE

Mark HuMPHREY/AP

Patriots owner Robert Kraft reads a statement during a news conference Monday
in Chandler, Ariz. Kraft addressed the media i in defense of his team, which is under

investigation by the NFL for using defl:

lis in the AFC

matter has been handled and reported
upon,” Kraft said, pointing directly to re-
ports citing anonymous sources. “We ex-
pect hard facts rather than circumstantial
leaked evidence to drive the conclusion of
this investigation.”

The NFL has said evidence shows the Pa-
triots used underinflated footballs during
the first half of the AFC title game victory
over Indianapolis. The league is still deter-
mining why the balls were underinflated.

“I am confident that this investigation
will uncover whatever the facts were that
took place last Sunday and the science of

how game balls react to changes in the en-
vironment,” Kraft added. “This would be
in direct contrast to the public discourse,
which has been driven by media leaks as
opposed to actual data and facts. Because
of this, many jumped to conclusions and
made scarring accusations against our
coach, quarterback and staff questioning
the integrity of all involved.”

Belichick and Brady followed Kraft to
the podium, but basically left any com-
ments on the investigation to their boss.

When asked if he was upset by the ac-
cusations and jokes of which he was the

d

‘What might an opposing defense
do against a certain formation at a
particular spot on the field?

What about that new play
coaches added the previous day?

“We’ve all gotten caught,” safe-
ty Devin McCourty said. “Some
of the questions he asks you, you
don’t even think about it. I mean
it usually results in us being very
prepared at the end of the week.”

Belichick might be an odd
choice to go all Alex Trebek on
his players.

The coach with all the ques-
tions is known for giving non-an-
swers to reporters.

“We’re on to Cincinnati,” he
said repeatedly after being asked
about the team’s problems follow-
ing a41-14 loss to Kansas City one
week before playing the Bengals.

On Thursday, he said, “I don’t
have an explanation” for the Pa-
triots use of underinflated balls
in last Sunday night’s 45-7 AFC
championship game win over
Indianapolis.

But his players, like school
children crouching in their seats
hoping not to be called on, know
Belichick’s surprise quizzes can
keep them from being surprised
in games.

'] ..
Preparation is
everything until the
battle starts, and
then it doesn’t mean
anything. ?

Bill Belichick
Patriots coach

“He actually did catch me in the
hallway when I was a rookie and
he asked me a question a couple
of years ago about a play,” third-
year linebacker Dont’a Hightow-
er said. “Apparently it was a big
play by a big player and I didn’t
getit. It’s kind of frowned upon by
all the other guys, so Ilearned my
lesson then.”

For all his obsession with prep-
aration, Belichick knows there are
limits. He recently paraphrased
former President and five-star
general Dwight D. Eisenhower
while meeting with reporters.

“Preparation is everything
until the battle starts, and then it
doesn’t mean anything,” Belich-
ick said. “Then you react to what
happens in the game. In his case,
what happens in the battle.”

So if the Patriots have never
seen the opponent’s first five
plays, they fall back on funda-
mentals such as tackling, cov-
ering a receiver or filling a gap,
McCourty said.

“That will never steer you
wrong,” he said. “It’s not the same
as a battle. Those guys’ lives are
at stake.”

The Patriots are preparing for
their sixth Super Bowl in 14 years,
all under Belichick. They’ve won
three of them.

“Bill knows everything about
a team, from personnel to the
coaching staff, the players, ev-
erything,” McCourty said. “By
the end of the week, we usually
know it, too.”

Now they have more than a
week to study, practice, and,
perhaps, try to avoid Belichick’s
questions.

“They haven’t been strange.
They just catch you off guard,”
wide receiver Brandon LaFell
said. “It’s usually, ‘What did we
put in the game plan overnight on
Tuesday, just to see if you looked
at the game plan.”

And what if you don’t answer
correctly?

“You've got to,” LaFell said, “or
for their

subject, Brady said: “I've moved past
those initial feelings and I want to move
forward.”

But moving away from the deflated foot-
balls theme will be particularly difficult on
media day, when just about any question
has been fair game in the past.

So Kraft came out swinging before then
with a speech tinged with emotion — and
fire.

“Tom, Bill and I have been together for
15 years. They are my guys,” said Kraft,
who has three Super Bowl titles and three
other trips to the big game since 2001.

“They are part of my family. Bill, Tom
and I have had many difficult discussions
over the years. I've never known them to
lie to me. That’s why I'm confident in say-
ing what I just said.

“It bothers me greatly their reputations
and integrity — and by association that of
our team — has been called into question
this week.”

This hardly is the first time the Patriots
have been under such scrutiny. Most fa-
mously was 2007, their undefeated regu-
lar season. Revelations that New England
videotaped New York Jets coaches’ signals
during a game cost Belichick a $500,000
fine, and the team was fined $250,000 and
stripped of its 2008 first-round draft choice
by the NFL.

During this year’s playoffs, Ravens
coach John Harbaugh accused the Patriots
of being deceitful with some alignments on
offense. The NFL exonerated Kraft’s team
of any wrongdoing.

Now, Kraft has taken the offensive.

“I, and our entire organization,” he said,
“believe strongly in the integrity of the
game and the rules of fair play are prop-
erly, equitably and fairly enforced.”

Mark HuMPHREY/AP

New England haad coach Bill Bellchlck likes to prepare his players
the

you’ll have those questions every
day.”

them on aspects of

game ranging from additions to lhe playbooks to shoe sizes.
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New England Patriots cornerback Brandon Browner got a Super Bowl ring without playing in the game for Seattle last season. Now he’s a corerback for the Patriots who will
go for another championship, this time against the Seahawks.

Browner aims for back-to-back Super Bowl rings when the Patriots face his former team

By Howarp ULman
The Associated Press

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — Brandon
Browner received a Super Bowl ring last
year even though he was watching from
home 3,000 miles from the Seattle Sea-
hawks when they won the title.

Now the hard-hitting cornerback has a
shot at more diamonds and another title,
going face-to-face with receivers when
the New England Patriots play his former
team Sunday.

It's a matchup Browner craved after
missing last season’s Super Bowl while
under suspension for violating the NFL’s
substance abuse policy and then signing
with the Patriots in March.

“It’s crazy, man,” Browner said. “I really
had that vision when I signed here. Hope-
fully, we’d meet up with my old boys and it
happened to work out that way.”

While Seattle was pounding Denver 43-
8 in New Jersey to win the championship,
Browner watched from his Los Angeles-
area home, frustrated he couldn’t be on the
field.

His indefinite suspension cost him the
last two regular-season games plus three
postseason games. In March, the indefi-
nite exile was revised to four more games.
Ten days later, he signed with the Patriots.
After serving the suspension, he was inac-
tive for two games then took over at cor-

# Pm fortunate to be back in this thing the following
year with a good football team, and with a bond that
I’'ve built with these guys like the one I built with the
guys over there. It’s a good feeling. 7

tricia said, “a guy that’s very intense, has a
great work ethic, really studies hard, has a
very competitive side and really wants to
try to get everything right.”

Last season, Browner teamed with Se-
attle’s star cornerback Richard Sherman
in what became known as the “Legion of
Boom”

Patriots cornerback

nerback opposite Darrelle Revis.

“He deserves a lot of credit to sit out four
games and then come back and fall back
right in stride,” Patriots safety Devin Mc-
Courty said. “He hasn’t missed a beat since
he’s been back.”

At 6-feet-4 and 221 pounds, Browner
has a physical style that can intimidate
opponents but also hurt the Patriots. He
committed 13 penalties while playing in
nine regular-season games. But he hasn’t
backed off.

“He’s brought an edge to the defense,”
McCourty said.

Now he has added incentive, a chance at
a second straight NFL title against a team
he has no ill feelings for.

“I was blessed and fortunate,” said
Browner, who served another four-game
suspension in 2012 for violating the NFL’s
substance abuse policy. “I was suspended
over there and I was still able to get a ring.

That was a decision by the coach and the
owner to give me that. They didn’t have
to.”

Since joining Revis, McCourty and safe-
ty Patrick Chung, Browner has solidified
an already strong secondary that has great
depth with Kyle Arrington, Duron Har-
mon and Logan Ryan.

McCourty said it’s the most complete
secondary he’s been part of in five NFL
seasons, all with the Patriots

Next up is Seattle quarterback Russell
Wilson, a constant threat to run who can
turn busted plays into critical ones — like
histwo-point conversion pass after ascram-
ble in Seattle’s 28-22 win over the Green
Bay Packers for the NFC championship.

Browner will try to cover his receiver
for as long as it takes to keep Wilson from
completing a pass.

“Brandon Browner is a great profession-
al,” Patriots defensive coordinator Matt Pa-

Y.
This season he’s partnered with Revis, a
cornerback considered by many to be bet-
ter than Sherman.

“I'm older than Richard,” said the 30-
year-old Browner, who spent four years
in the CFL with one Grey Cup champion-
ship before signing with Seattle in 2011. “T
came in starting. Richard was one of the
backups. So I couldn’t take too much from
him but I've always been a fan of Revis’
technique.”

Browner has a different style from both.
He’s bigger and more physical, a corner-
back in a safety’s or small linebacker’s
body.

And he brings another asset, a burning
desire to contribute to a Super Bowl cham-
pion after missing that opportunity last
year.

“It means a lot,” Browner said. “I'm for-
tunate to be back in this thing the following
year with a good football team, and with a
bond that I've built with these guys like the
one I built with the guys over there. It’s a
good feeling.”



Wednesday, January 28, 2015

*STARS AND STRIPES®

5 Pace 31

SUPER BOWL

Beast mode may be on way out in Seattle

Super Bowl could
be last hurrah for
bruising RB Lynch

By Tim Boors
The Associated Press

RENTON, Wash. — For all the impor-
tance placed around finding the right
quarterback, the trade that brought Mar-
shawn Lynch to Seattle part way through
the 2010 season could be considered the
most important transaction Pete Carroll
made in the makeover of the Seahawks.

Lynch brought more than just skills as
a running back. Lynch provided the Se-
ahawks an attitude that spread through the
locker room.

“I kind of love his act,” Seattle general
manager John Schneider said.

All that Lynch has provided the Se-
ahawks makes it seem unfathomable that
next Sunday’s Super Bowl against New
England could be his finale in Seattle.

No more showers of Skittles. No more
Beast Mode moments. No more cat-and-
mouse game avoiding the media.

Both the Seahawks and Lynch have de-
cisions to make in the offseason. Whether
it’s time for Lynch to move on or if he’ll
play out the final year of his contract with
Seattle.

If Lynch returns under his current
contract, it would cost Seattle $8.5 mil-
lion against the salary cap, a number that
would be unusual for a to-be 29-year-old
running back.

Seattle could attempt to restructure or
extend Lynch’s contract to take less of a hit
against its salary cap. They could decide
it’s time for backups Robert Turbin and
Christine Michael to get their opportuni-
ties as Seattle’s featured running backs.

Or Lynch could follow through on rumors
that have followed him for nearly a year
and decide to walk away from football.

Only one of those options is particularly
pleasing to Seahawks fans and that’s seeing
Lynch continue. They’ve come to revel in
the toughness and fight and refuse-to-be-
tackled style with which Lynch runs. Beast
Mode is an attitude Seattle has never had
on the football field.

“He’s a dog. His whole demeanor,” Se-
attle safety Earl Thomas said. “He’s a man
[among] boys out there.”

A case could be made that 2014 was
Lynch’s best season of his career and it
started under an umbrella of speculation
about his role.

Seattle coaches hinted in the offseason
that backs such as Turbin and Michael
could have more of a role in the offense
and training camp began with Lynch hold-
ing out for the first week.

But once Lynch got on the field, his im-
portance became clear. He rushed for more
yards two seasons ago, but this season was
a display of how Lynch has become more
than just a ball carrier.

“It’s been an extraordinary season that
he’s put out here because he’s been so con-
sistent for so long and he’s been so physi-
cally right for so long,” Carroll said.

Lynch’s 17 touchdowns in the regular
season, including four TD catches, were a
career high. He caught 37 passes for a ca-
reer-best 367 yards, becoming a more reli-
able receiving option out of the backfield.
He’s consistently been a capable blocker in
pass protection.

Since being acquired via trade during the 2010 season, M:
on the sideline, below, has been the burly engine behind the Seattle

PHotos BY Rick Scuteri/AP

Lynch, pictured br

tackles above, and catching a breather

But with a dispute looming, there

could soon be no more Skittles, no more Beast Mode and no more avoiding the media for the 29-year-old running back.

“The thing that he brings to our offense
is his versatility,” quarterback Russell Wil-
son said. “People underestimate I think
his ability to catch the football, his ability
to block, his ability to run after contact.
Just what he does in the backfield I mean
I don’t think there’s another football play-
er like him in terms of the running back
position.”

But that’s only part of Lynch’s story.
Where his value is understated, and possi-
bly most appreciated, is the ability to make
something out of nothing.

To break tackles before he gets to the
line of scrimmage and create a 3-yard gain
out of what should be a 3-yard loss. It’s a

771

Number of yards of
the 1,306 gained
rushing by Seattle
RB Marshawn Lynch
this season that came
after contact, the
2nd-highest total in
the NFL.

2.8

Lynch’s average yards
gained after contact
per attempt, highest
in the league. In each
of his four full seasons
in Seattle, Lynch has
gained 600+ yards
after first contact.

18

Number of running
backs who have
rushed for over 1,300
yards in a season
after turning age 29.
Lynch, 29, has one
more season on his
current contract.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

skill others can try and emulate and never
truly duplicate.

Ofthe 1,306 yards rushing this season for
Lynch, 771 came after first contact accord-
ing to STATS. That was the second-highest
total in the league, but Lynch averaged 2.8
yards after contact per attempt — the best
in the league for any running back.

In each of his four full seasons with Se-
attle, more than 600 yards rushing each
season has come after Lynch was first hit.
‘And 2014 was his highest total.

In the NFC title game last Sunday,
Lynch’s 157 yards rushing became a foot-
note to all the other craziness that occurred
in Seattle’s comeback. How good was

Lynch’s performance against the Packers?
He was one of five running backs in the
past five seasons to rush for more than 150
yards in a playoff game.

If Lynch is back in 2015, he’ll be facing
the history that often catches up with run-
ning backs as they inch closer to age 30.
Only 18 different running backs in NFL
history have rushed for more than 1,300
yards in a season after turning 29.

But Lynch seems to be a different type of
running back.

“He’s hands down the best back in the
game,” New England defensive tackle
Vince Wilfork said, “because he can hurt
you any time he has the ball in his hands.”
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