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BY MATT MILLHAM

Stars and Stripes

 KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — 
The Army is cracking down on tattoos, 
dental ornamentation and haircuts in a 
long-awaited update to uniform and ap-
pearance rules that could make it harder 
to enlist and advance up the ranks.

The new rules aren’t yet public, but a 
57-page  document the Army posted on-

line about the regulations indicates the 
service is  tightening standards that had 
been relaxed to allow more people to 
qualify for service at the heights of the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Most notably, the new policy comes 
down hard on tattoos by redefining what 
 “indecent ” means, limiting the size and 
number of tattoos allowed and disallowing 
ink on the head, neck, wrists and hands. 
SEE GROOMING ON PAGE 2

Army grooming regulations 
roll back wartime leniency

 Courtesy of the U.S. Army

 A new 57-page document  outlines many of the Army’s 
latest grooming standards  set to take effect   Tuesday.  

 Courtesy of the U.S. Army

 Artillerymen with 3rd Battalion, 319th Airborne Field Artillery Regiment,  clear the  all-digital M119A3  howitzer at Fort Bragg, N.C.    Army 
field artillery needs to return to more traditional, force-on-force conflicts, supplemented by modern, mobile technology, a U.S. general said.

RECALIBRATING 
FOR THE FUTURE

 BY ROBERT BURNS

The Associate Press

WASHINGTON  — The Air 
Force fired nine mid-level nucle-
ar commanders Thursday and 
will discipline dozens of junior 
officers at a nuclear missile base 
in response to an exam-cheating 

scandal that spanned a far longer 
period than originally reported.

Air Force officials called the 
moves unprecedented in the 
history of the intercontinental 
ballistic missile force. The As-
sociated Press last year revealed 
a series of security and other 

problems in the nuclear force, 
including a failed safety and se-
curity inspection at Malmstrom 
Air Force Base, Mont., where the 
cheating happened.

In a bid to correct root causes 
of the missile corps’ failings — 
including low morale and weak 

management — the Air Force 
also announced a series of new 
or expanded programs to im-
prove leadership development, to
modernize the three ICBM bases 
and to reinforce “core values” 
including integrity.

SEE CHEATING ON PAGE 2

Commanders fired in AF cheating flap

Army focus shifts 
on artillery | Page 6
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Grooming: New rules ban all kinds of dental ornamentation
FROM FRONT PAGE

The training program does not 
specify how the decency standard 
has been redefined.

Soldiers who already have tat-
toos in off-limits areas will be al-
lowed to stay in the service, but 
people who want to join  won’t 
be allowed in if they have  ink 
on their heads, faces, necks or 
wrists, or if they have  tattoos  with 
content that violates the Army’s 
new, stricter standards. Enlisted 
soldiers with too much ink in vis-

ible areas won’t be allowed to  be-
come an officer.

To make sure everybody’s fol-
lowing the rules, commanders 
will have to document all tattoos 
above the neckline and below the 
elbows or knees and file that in-
formation — including photos — 
in their soldiers’ official records. 
After that, commanders will have 
to perform annual checks for new 
tattoos. 

Those found to have violated 
the rules “must be processed in 
accordance” with the new regula-

tion, according to the document. 
It’s not clear what that process-
ing entails, but it notes that “most 
of the appearance and grooming 
chapter are punitive.”

That goes for restrictions on 
grooming, fingernails and jew-
elry, too.

For men, grooming standards 
remain largely unchanged, save 
for the addition of three off- limits 
hairstyles: the Mohawk, the 
horseshoe and the teardrop.

Hair standards for women  are 
laid out in more explicit terms 

that effectively reduce style op-
tions. Ponytails, though, are now 
allowed during physical training.
Also specific to women: Colored
nail polish is now off-limits.

All new in the revision are 
rules that ban all manner of den-
tal ornamentation, from gold caps 
to jewels to unnatural shaping.
The rules also prohibit all kinds 
of willful self-mutilation, such
as tongue bifurcation and ear
gauging. 
millham.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @mattmillham

MILITARY

“The whole thing was over 
in 30 seconds. It was like 

being hit by a 747.”
— Robin Youngblood, who was 
among the first of 16 people to 
be rescued by helicopter after 

Saturday’s mudslide in Washington 

See story on Page 8 
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4. Pentagon: Some US commissaries 
may close due to budget cutbacks
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The most popular stories
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The March 27 opin-
ion page column  by Katie 
Miller , “Female GIs have 
worked hard to be treated 
as equals,” contained incor-
rect information and lacked 
a source for presented data. 
It should have read:  A 2010 
study from the Williams In-
stitute found that although, 
from 1997 to 2009, women 
 constituted between 14 
percent and 15 percent of 
military personnel, they 
were more than twice that 
proportion — 30 percent 
— among those discharged 
under DADT during that 
same time period. 

Correction
Science & Medicine

Big-bang theory gets big boost

Army getting fussier about appearance
BY MATT MILLHAM

Stars and Stripes

 The days of sergeants major 
complaining about relaxed Army 
grooming and appearance stan-
dards are coming to an end.

A leaked document about up-
coming changes 
to the Army 
Regulation 670-
1 — Wear and Appearance of 
Army Uniforms and Insignia — 
outlines rules that largely return 
the service to a more innocent 
time, when neck tattoos were no-
gos and female soldiers’ hair buns 
were no wider than their heads.  

The official Army website has 
yet to publish the updated regula-

tion, which reportedly was signed 
into effect by Army Secretary 
John McHugh on March 6.

But the leaked 57-page docu-
ment, titled “Uniform Policy 
Leaders Training,” is essential-
ly a guide to how to fit in in a 
smaller, fussier Army, one that 
has time to nitpick about hair 
and mustaches and totebags and 
mouth tattoos now that the war’s 
almost over. 

A lot of the stuff makes total 
sense. For instance, who wouldn’t 
expect a female soldier’s wig 
to look natural? And of course 
the camouflage pattern on your 
backpack has to match the cam-
ouflage pattern of your uniform 
— this isn’t ’Nam.

But some of the new rules, well, 
let’s just say the Army’s going 
above and beyond.

The training document dedi-
cates four full pages to female 
hair-don’ts, including some abom-
inations so absurd that it’s hard 
to believe the Army had to  bring  
them up at all. One  woman’s hair 
looks like a giant moth at rest, for 
example. But as with any rule 
that seems dumb, it’s probably 
 there because somebody did it.

The document says nothing 
about the venerated “Ranger-
hawk,” but its flat-top cousin, the 
“horseshoe,” gets gunned down 
in broad daylight along with the 
“landing strip” — better known 
to humans as the Mohawk.

If those rules seem finicky,
they’re pretty much no biggity 
compared  with the obsessive in-
terest the Army’s taking in ink.

Here, the Army takes aim at 
two trends that, according to 
extensive Internet research, are
popular only among the kinds of
folks who generally can’t score
high enough on the ASVAB to get
into the military: mouth and eye-
lid tats. One would think it would
be enough to just say, “Don’t get 
tattoos on your face.” Nope. The
Army goes a smidge further,
banning tattoos INSIDE THE 
MOUTH AND EYELIDS.

Because, yup, that’s a thing.
millham.matthew@stripes.com
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FROM FRONT PAGE

Air Force Secretary Deborah 
Lee James, the service’s top civil-
ian official, had promised to hold 
officers at Malmstrom account-
able once the cheating investiga-
tion was completed and the scope 
of the scandal was clear. None of 
the nine fired commanders was 
directly involved in the cheating, 
but each was determined to have 
failed in his or her leadership 
responsibilities.

Investigators determined that 
the cheating, which officials orig-
inally said happened in August 
or September last year, began 
as early as November 2011 and 
continued until November 2013, 

according to a defense official 
who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity in order to reveal details 
before James’ announcement. It 
involved unauthorized passing of 
answers to exams designed to test 
missile launch officers’ proficien-
cy in handling “emergency war 
orders,” which are messages in-
volving the targeting and launch-
ing of missiles.

When the cheating was first 
revealed, Air Force leaders con-
demned it as violating the most 
basic Air Force values. They also 
suggested that it reflected an un-
healthy pressure from command-
ers to achieve perfect test scores. 
The tests are one part of a  training-
and-evaluation system that is sup-

posed to ensure that every one of 
the more than 500 missile launch
officers is fully proficient.

The most senior person
touched directly by the cheating
scandal was the commander of
Malmstrom’s 341st Missile Wing,
Col. Robert Stanley. He was per-
mitted to resign, according to a
defense official. The official de-
scribed the Air Force actions on
condition of anonymity before
they were announced.

Nine key commanders below
Stanley were fired, including the 
commanders of the 341st Wing’s 
three missile squadrons, each
of which is responsible for 50 
 Minuteman-III  nuclear missiles. 
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BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
military will need war funding 
for years to come, despite the fact 
that most troops will be out of Af-
ghanistan by the end of this year, 
service officials told lawmakers 
Thursday.

Since Sept. 11, 2001, the Penta-
gon has received $1.5 trillion for 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
as well as other special opera-
tional activities like disaster re-
lief and evacuation efforts. Those 
overseas contingency operations, 
or OCO, funds come on top of the 
DOD base budgets, which are 
supposed to be used to fund pro-
curement, training, maintenance, 
and other initiatives that the Pen-
tagon undertakes in peacetime. 

The enacted base budget for 
fiscal 2014 was $496 billion, and 
DOD received $85 billion for 
OCO.

But the military has also been 
using OCO to train troops, re-
furbish and modernize its equip-
ment, maintain bases and force 
presence outside of Afghanistan, 
and do other activities not di-
rectly related to the war effort. 
Pentagon leaders want that extra 
money to continue flowing in an 
era when Congress has put caps 

on the base budget. 
A final OCO request has not yet 

been made for fiscal 2015, but in 
budget documents, the DOD list-
ed $79 billion as a “placeholder” 
figure.

“Any transition from OCO to 
base at the current base topline 
or, worse, under sequester laws, 
would drive all of our bases 
down, and our limited budget will 
pressurize our already difficult 
decisions as we work to balance 
our force structure, moderniza-
tion and readiness,” Vice Adm. 
Joseph Mulloy, deputy chief of 
naval operations for integration 
of capabilities and resources, told 
members of the House Armed 
Services Subcommittee on Readi-
ness on Thursday. “Without addi-
tional supplemental funding, I’m 
concerned that all three of these 
areas will suffer.”

Representatives of the other 
three services echoed those 
concerns. 

Lt. Gen. James Huggins, Army 
deputy chief of staff for opera-
tions, said his service will need 
OCO funds for another two to 
three years to reset the force and 
prepare for future missions. 

Lt. Gen. Glenn Walters, the 
Marine Corps’ deputy comman-
dant for programs and resources, 
told the subcommittee that the 

Marines will need OCO money 
for “several years.”

Lt. Gen. Burton Field, Air 
Force deputy chief of staff for op-
erations, plans and requirements, 
said air bases in the Middle East 
which are funded through OCO 
need to continue to be funded 
regardless of the situation in Af-
ghanistan due to ongoing threats 
in the region.

All four warned that programs 
in the base budget will also suf-
fer if they don’t have OCO money 
for fiscal 2015 by the beginning of 
October because they will have to 
take money out of the base budget 
to pay for operations in Afghani-
stan through the end of the year.

Some analysts believe DOD 
leaders and lawmakers use some 
OCO funds as a budget gimmick 
to get around baseline budget 

limits and fund things that should 
be in the base budget.

“What we’ve seen is a migra-
tion of things that used to be fund-
ed in the base budget to be funded 
in the OCO budget request,” Todd 
Harrison, a military budget ex-
pert at the independent Center for 
Strategic and Budgetary Assess-
ments, said during a conference 
call earlier this month. “… Why 
would folks in DOD and Congress 
be doing this? Well, the OCO bud-
get is not subject to the budget 
caps under the Budget Control 
Act. 

“So this is an uncapped fund-
ing stream that exists for DOD, 
and both the administration and 
Congress have been more than 
willing to use it to soften the im-
pact of sequestration,” he said. 
“I think that this is a pretty dan-

gerous situation for DOD to be in 
with being so heavily dependent
on the OCO funding ... because
that funding stream could disap-
pear quickly.”

Rep. Rob Wittman, R-Va., the
chairman of the subcommittee,
said he wants OCO funding to 
continue in the years ahead.

“Some would characterize 
OCO as unnecessary after 2014,”
Wittman said. “However, the fact
of the matter is that the rapidly
broadening scope of challenges 
now facing our military has led 
the department to become in-
creasingly dependent on OCO to 
support enduring activities — ac-
tivities beyond Afghanistan’s
borders that must continue after
combat operations have ended. 

“OCO funds a multitude of en-
during high-priority activities
like building partner capacity, 
providing humanitarian assis-
tance, conducting training exer-
cises and performing intelligence
functions,” he said. 

“Until we are able to [move 
those funds to the base budget],
we have a responsibility to pro-
vide the necessary OCO resourc-
es to allow our troops to do the job
we have asked them to do.”
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

Military officials plead for OCO funding
‘ Until we are able to [move those funds to 
the base budget], we have a responsibility 
to provide the necessary OCO resources 
to allow our troops to do the job we have 
asked them to do. ’

Rep. Rob Wittman, R-Va.
chairman, House Armed Services Subcommittee on Readiness
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BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Lawmakers and ad-
vocacy groups said this week that Defense 
Department requests for changing military 
compensation are premature, suggesting 
that any congressional action along those 
lines might be postponed for years.

To slow the growth in personnel costs 
in order to spend more money on combat 
readiness, the DOD proposed the following 
when it submitted its fiscal 2015 budget re-
quest earlier this month:
� Limit pay raises for active-duty 

servicemembers.
� Reduce the basic housing allowance 

subsidy.
� Reduce commissary sub- 

sidies.
� Manage Tricare costs by increasing 

the cost-sharing burden for users.
But members of Congress on both sides 

of the aisle said the Pentagon should wait 
until the congressionally mandated Mili-
tary Compensation and Retirement Mod-
ernization Commission, which is doing its 
own comprehensive review of military pay 
and benefits, presents its findings and rec-
ommendations to Congress before moving 
forward with its own plans. 

“DOD is moving down a path of making 
changes prior to the information that is 
supposed to be collected by this commis-
sion,” Rep. Joe Heck, R-Nev., said during 
a House Armed Services subcommittee 
hearing Tuesday. 

“Why aren’t we waiting? Why aren’t we 
waiting for this group that’s going out and 
holding stakeholders meetings that’s sup-

posed to come back with an objective view 
of how we need to modernize compensa-
tion and retirement before we start nickel-
and-diming all these programs?”

“The proposal before us includes numer-
ous reductions in pay and benefits, about 
which many — including myself — have 
serious concerns,” Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, 
D-N.Y., said while chairing a Senate Armed 
Forces subcommittee hearing Wednesday. 
“Each of these reductions is significant in 
and of itself, but I am extremely concerned 
about the cumulative effect on all of these 
cuts, especially on the junior members of 
the force and their families. These benefit 
proposals are being made, I would note, 
while the [MCRMC] has yet to finish its 
work.”

The MCRMC’s recommendations aren’t 
due to Congress until February 2015, which 
means any changes stemming from them 
probably wouldn’t go into effect until fis-
cal 2017 at the earliest. The Pentagon said 
compensation changes are needed much 
sooner than that to preserve combat capa-
bilities in an era where fiscal constraints 
are necessitating trade-offs.

“We canceled seven combat training ro-
tations this year,” Lt. Gen. Howard Brom-
berg, the Army deputy chief of staff for 
personnel, told the House subcommittee. 
It’s really degrading the near-term readi-
ness. … So that friction that we’re creating, 
it takes us so long to build that back. 

“We’ve got to make these nearer-term 
savings in the next couple of years,” 
Bromberg said. “Otherwise, we’re going 
to dig ourselves into a hole that we’re just 
not going to be able to get out of well past 
[2020], and then if full sequestration goes 

into effect, we’re going to dig deeper and 
deeper.”

“For the Marine Corps ... reset is sig-
nificant, based on our many years at war,” 
Sheryl Murray, Marine Corps assistant 
deputy commandant for manpower and re-
serve affairs, told House lawmakers. “Our 
equipment reset is critical. Our comman-
dant recognized we can’t wait for a few 
more years. We must support these initia-
tives that have gone forward.”

If Congress rejects the DOD’s proposals, 
the military will have to cut training and 
weapons buys by $2.1 billion next year and 
$31 billion over the next five years to stay 
under the defense budget caps imposed by 
Congress, according to Pentagon Comp-
troller Robert Hale, who testified before 
the Senate subcommittee Wednesday.

Acting Undersecretary of Defense for 
Personnel and Readiness Jessica Wright 
told lawmakers that the DOD has finished 
its examination of the issues and doesn’t 
need to wait on the MCRMC to put forth its 
recommendations.

“We believe that we have the sufficient 
analysis and rigor to make the decisions 
on Tricare, BAH [and] commissaries,” she 
said at the Tuesday hearing.

The DOD plans to wait for the MCRMC 
to finish its work before making any deci-
sions about changing the retirement sys-
tem, according to officials.

Congress has to approve any changes 
to pay and benefits that the DOD or the 
MCRMC recommend before they go into 
effect.

Representatives of military advocacy 
groups who testified in front of the Sen-
ate subcommittee Wednesday blasted the 

DOD’s plans, saying they would hurt re-
cruitment and retention and place an un-
fair financial burden on troops and their 
families. They said the MCRMC should be 
allowed to finish its work before any com-
pensation reform steps are taken.

“The administration’s proposals to cut
pay increases, reduce housing allowance,
eliminate commissary savings and in-
crease health care costs all at the same
time pose significant risk to the financial 
well-being of military families,” Kathleen
Moakler, government relations director for 
the National Military Family Association,
told senators. “We can’t stress [enough]
how important it is for the commission to 
finish their work [because] they are really
doing due diligence to try to look at the en-
tire compensation picture. [What] military 
families … didn’t expect was the volley of 
hits to their pocketbook that were the bud-
get proposals.”

Gillibrand urged military advocacy
groups to keep  opposing the Pentagon’s 
current proposals.

“This is going to be a very long debate,
and so I urge constant advocacy in every 
state because I think people have to see the
face and understand the family impacts of
these types of decisions,” she told the panel 
members. “If it’s just a number it’s very 
easy to cut. If it’s families and people and
real lives, it is less easy to cut.”

harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

Congress puts brakes on DOD pay reform
MILITARY

BY PATRICK DICKSON
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — A group of 
House Democrats has introduced 
a bill that would give federal work-
ers a 3.3 percent pay raise in 2015, 
far more than President Barack 
Obama has requested.

Rep. Gerry Connolly, D-Va., 
introduced the bill, which was co-
sponsored by several Democrats. 

The Federal Adjustment of In-
come Rates  Act would provide the 
pay increase to all federal employ-
ees in calendar year 2015.

“Federal workers deserve to 
be compensated for the vital role 
they play in the lives of millions of 
Americans,” one co-sponsor, Rep. 
Jim Moran, D-Va.,  said in a state-
ment. “These are the men and 
women finding lifesaving cures at 
NIH, catching criminals, support-
ing our troops and protecting the 
environment. 

“They have bills to pay and fam-
ilies to support. After three years 
of pay freezes and too many fur-
loughs, they’ve earned this mod-
est, decent raise.”

The bill does not cover military 
members.

Federal workers received a 1 
percent pay raise in January, and 
the president has requested a 1 
percent raise for 2015. 

Obama froze federal pay rates 
for two years starting in 2011, 
and Congress extended the hold 
through 2013, The Washington 
Post noted. 

Some federal workers  received 
performance awards and higher 
compensation through promotions 
during that time.

“Federal employees have seen 
their standard of living deteriorate 
in recent years due to a three-year 
pay freeze, unpaid furloughs and 
higher retirement contributions 
for newer workers,” said J. David 
Cox Sr., president of the American 
Federation of Government Em-
ployees, the largest union organi-

zation for federal workers. 
“A 3.3 percent pay raise would 

help federal employees recoup 
some of that lost income and en-
sure the government is able to re-
cruit and retain the high-caliber 
workers that taxpayers expect.”

The bill goes to the House Com-
mittee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, of which Rep. Elijah 
Cummings, D-Md., is the ranking 
member, and another co-sponsor 
of the bill. 

No date has been set for when it 
will be taken up.

dickson.patrick@stripes.com
Twitter: @StripesDCchief

 BY BROCK VERGAKIS

The Associated Press

NORFOLK, Va. — Autopsies 
have been performed on a sail-
or and a civilian who died in a 
shootout aboard a guided-mis-
sile destroyer docked at a Vir-
ginia Navy base, an official said 
Thursday.

The au-
topsies were 
conducted 
at a naval 
medical cen-
ter in Ports-
mouth, Va., 
on Tuesday 
by a doctor 
from Dover 
Air Force 
Base, Del., 
where the Office of the Armed 
Forces Medical Examiner is 
based, office spokesman Paul 
Stone said.

The shooting deaths occurred 
Monday night at Naval Station 
Norfolk when the USS Mahan 
was docked pierside. 

The Navy has said Petty Of-
ficer 2nd Class Mark Mayo, 24 , 
a master-at-arms from Hag-
erstown, Md., was killed by a 
civilian truck driver who had 
disarmed the USS Mahan’s petty 
officer of the watch and used her 
weapon to fire the fatal shots. 

Mayo was working security on
the base and stepped between
the civilian and the disarmed
sailor to save her life, according
to the Navy.

The Navy has not released
the name of the civilian, who
was killed by Navy security. On
Thursday, the Navy Times iden-
tified him as  Jeffrey Tyrone
Savage, quoting sources familiar
with the Navy’s investigation. 
Savage, 35, of Portsmouth, Va.,
had been in and out of jail, ac-
cording to court records cited by 
the Navy Times.

Navy officials have said there’s 
no indication the attack was
planned or had any link to terror-
ism.  Investigators have also said
there’s no indication the civilian
had a previous relationship with
the ship or anyone on it. 

Officials are still searching for
answers about why the civilian 
drove onto base using a trans-
portation credential for access,
walked onto a pier and up a ramp 
toward the ship before being
confronted by security. A hospi-
tal ship was docked at the same
pier. 

The Navy has said the civil-
ian shouldn’t have been on the 
installation — the world’s largest 
— the night of the shooting, and 
investigators are reviewing why
he was allowed. 

Navy seeks answers
in Norfolk shooting

Mayo

House Dems 
proposing 
3.3 percent 
fed pay hike
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BY ERIK SLAVIN

Stars and Stripes

 YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — 
U.S. Forces Japan will return two proper-
ties to Japan and trim the number of new 
housing units planned for the Navy’s Ikego 
housing area, Japanese and U.S. military 
officials said Wednesday.

The turnover of the Fukaya and Kamiseya 
communications sites — which comprise 
nearly 800 acres of land — was first agreed 
upon in 2004.  

The 2004 agreement also included the 
return of the Navy’s Negishi housing area 
and represented the largest planned return 
of mainland Japanese property since the 
1970s. However, the agreement stalled, in 

part because of failed municipal lawsuits 
that attempted to block new housing con-
struction at Ikego, which was also part of 
the 2004 agreement.

This week, the two governments an-
nounced that Fukaya would be turned over 
by June 30, while the Kamiseya site will be 
handed over by June 2016.

Both sites, located in Kanagawa prefec-
ture, were used only for storage and train-
ing, Naval Air Facility Atsugi spokesman 
Greg Kuntz said Wednesday.

Meanwhile, the U.S. now plans to build 
171 housing units — down from 385 — on 
its property at Ikego, a defense ministry 
spokesman said.

 A Japanese Ministry of Defense spokes-

man told Stars and Stripes that the U.S. side 
proposed the reduction to 171 units out of 
concerns that more units would cause too 
much congestion at Ikego, which is about 4 
miles from Yokosuka Naval Base. 

The two governments did not announce 
a handover date for Negishi, a property in 
Yokohama where hundreds of Navy person-
nel live. 

However, Navy officials have been plac-
ing fewer families assigned to Yokosuka in 
the area. The area’s only school, Byrd Ele-
mentary, will close at the end of the current 
school year.
Stars and Stripes reporters Seth Robson and Hana 
Kusumoto contributed to this report.
slavin.erik@stripes.com
Twitter:@eslavin_stripes

BY SETH ROBSON

Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Civilian
Defense Department and Coast Guard em-
ployees will soon be eligible for the same 
expedited screening that servicemembers 
receive at 115 U.S. airports.

Beginning April 15, some 800,000 DOD and
Coast Guard civilians will be able to “opt in” to
the Transportation Security Administration’s
pre-check expedited screening program, ac-
cording to an American Forces Press Service
news release. All military and Coast Guard
personnel, including those in the reserves and
the National Guard, already are eligible for
the program, which began in March 2012.

Participating members can keep shoes,
light outerwear and belts on during preflight
screening, and can keep laptops inside their
cases. They also may have a compliant liq-
uids and gels bag in a carry-on bag in select 
screening lanes, officials said.

To participate in the program, DOD and
Coast Guard civilian employees must first 
opt in online at  dmdc.osd.mil/milconnect,
officials said.

Military personnel and DOD and Coast 
Guard civilian employees who want expedited
screening must also provide their DOD identi-
fication number — the 10-digit number on the
back of their common access card — when 
making travel reservations, officials said.
robson.seth@stripes.com
Twitter: @SethRobson1

US, Japan finalize land turnover

 The Associated Press

ATLANTA  — Nonprofit organizations 
backed by the Home Depot Foundation have 
built or repaired more than 10,000 homes 
for veterans as part of its grant program.

The foundation, supported by contribu-
tions from the Atlanta company and its ven-
dors, has handed out more than $65 million 
since 2011 to organizations that renovate or 
build houses for veterans across the U.S.

 The Home Depot Foundation has pledged 
to provide $80 million in grants by spring 
2015. President Kelly Caffarelli expects the 
foundation to continue working on housing 
issues after that, especially as military cuts 
take effect and more vets look for homes.

“As long as there are veterans that need 
help with their housing, I think we’ll con-
tinue trying to help,” Caffarelli said.

The increasingly expensive housing mar-

ket could pose problems for people leaving 
the military in the next few years, espe-
cially if they are also looking for jobs, said 
Christopher Ptomey, the director of federal 
relations for Habitat for Humanity.

“With the economy still struggling and 
housing getting to expensive levels again, 
we need to have a serious policy discussion 
to ensure we’re fulfilling our commitment 
to (veterans),” he said. 

DOD, Coast Guard
civilians eligible 
for expedited US 
airport screening

Home Depot charity helps fix, build 10,000 homes for vets

Dates set to enact 2004 agreement; Ikego housing units to be cut
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BY ADAM L. MATHIS

Stars and Stripes

 LONDON — U.S. Army field 
artillery is preparing for future 
wars by returning to Cold War-
era tactics supplemented by mod-
ern, mobile technology, a U.S. 
general said.

Though counterinsurgency has 
been at the center of the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, the recent 
past might not be the best guide 
to new threats, participants at 
the Future Artillery conference 
in London, hosted by Defense iQ, 
said  this week. 

Maj. Gen. Mark McDonald, 
commander of the Fires Center of 
Excellence at Fort Sill, Okla., told 
Stars and Stripes on the margins 
of the conference that U.S. artil-
lery has to regain the capability 
to fight in more traditional, force-
on-force  conflicts.

His vision of artillery train-
ing re-emphasizes 20th-century-
style tactics but with 21st-century 
equipment. Soldiers would focus 
less on training to fire guns man-
ually, by doing calculations them-
selves, and would instead rely 
more on the digital tools.

“We’ve got most of the pieces in 
place to be able to train the digi-

tal system. What we have to do is 
get everybody really comfortable 
with it, train with it more often, 
so that’s their go-to system,” Mc-
Donald said.

McDonald’s concerns about 
artillery preparedness were  dis-
cussed several years ago in a 
white paper subtitled “The Im-
pending Crisis in Field Artillery’s 
Ability to Provide Fire Support to 
Maneuver Commanders.” The 
authors of the white paper urged 
the Army to resume training on 
larger-conflict skills and to do so 
soon “before we lose so much ex-
pertise that we have to reconsti-
tute the branch from the ground 
up.”

The authors noted that some 
artillery officers cited concerns 
of unpreparedness in command-
ing a battery of guns because they 
had spent so much time serving 
in nonartillery roles.

“They didn’t sign up for mo-
torized infantry, transition team 
membership, ‘in lieu of’ trans-
portation units, detainee camp 
guards or any other of a number 
of hole-filler duty descriptions,” 
the authors wrote. “They wanted 
to be artillery officers and ended 
up being anything but.”

Maj. Aaron Bright, another 

conference participant, is an ex-
ample of that lack of experience.

Bright, who is a U.S. exchange 
officer at the Royal School of Ar-
tillery in the U.K., did three tours 
in Iraq, all of them in an infantry 

role. He said U.S. artillery should 
train for more traditional con-
flicts because not every conflict 
will look like the recent ones. 

Still, he thinks that recent wars 
have contributed to the artil-

lery’s capabilities and that con-
cerns about unpreparedness are
overstated.

“During the 20th century, ar-
tillery was the biggest killer on
the battlefield by far,” he said.
“Afghanistan and Iraq have been
just one more stepping stone, one 
more addition to what we can
do.”

McDonald concurred, saying
that artillery had gained “consid-
erable experience” at providing
support to a wide area but that
now “our emphasis is going to
go back toward combined-arms
maneuver.”

Though he said there is a
“training shortfall we have to 
overcome,” he characterized U.S.
artillery as being “in reasonable 
shape.” 

He said the U.S. is working on 
introducing a digital, hand-held 
device for forward observers that 
would instantly transmit target-
ing information. That device is a 
couple of years away.

When the transition to digital is 
complete, “it will provide a more 
effective use of our artillery,”
McDonald said.
mathis.adam@stripes.com
Twitter: @AMathisStripes

 BY DREW BROOKS

The Fayetteville (N.C.) Observer

 They risked their lives in Af-
ghanistan to save their fellow sol-
diers, and now they’ll be honored 
among their peers on Fort Bragg.

Soldiers of the 3rd Special 
Forces Group were to receive 
dozens of medals during an award 
ceremony Thursday at the North 
Carolina base.

Lt. Gen. Charles Cleveland, 
commanding general of U.S. 
Army Special Operations Com-
mand, will present eight Silver 
Stars, 28 Bronze Stars for valor, 
36 Army Commendation Medals 
for valor and 27 Purple Hearts , 
according to officials .

The eight soldiers receiving 
Silver Stars are Sgt. 1st Class 
Matthew Brown, Chief Warrant 
Officer 2 Jason W. Myers, Sgt. 
1st Class Jonathan B. Drew, Sgt. 
1st Class David A. Blish, Warrant 
Officer Robert A. Hinsley, Staff 
Sgt. Nicholas C. Lavery, Staff Sgt. 
Robert B. Ashwell and Master 
Sgt. Charles P. Ritter.

Myers and Ritter also will re-
ceive Purple Heart medals for 
being injured in Afghanistan, 
officials said. Brown will also 
receive an Army Commendation 
Medal for valor and two Purple 
Hearts, and Lavery will also re-
ceive a Bronze Star for valor and 
three Purple Hearts.

The Silver Stars will recognize 
seven different actions spread 
from November 2011 to May 2013, 
according to award documents.

The soldiers risked their own 
safety to help injured Afghan ci-
vilians and stepp ed into enemy 
fire to better direct air support 
and communicate with superiors.

In one case, a soldier is being 

honored for catching a grenade 
in his hands and throwing it away 
before jumping on an Afghan sol-
dier to shield him from the blast.

In another, a soldier physically 
pushed another away from dan-
ger and then stepped in front of 
him to shield him from bullets.

The following are brief ac-
counts of their actions, based on 
award citations and accompany-
ing narratives:
� Myers and Brown are being 

honored for  actions during a res-
cue attempt near Bagram Air 
Field on Nov. 10, 2011, when in-
surgents assaulted the Chamkani 
District Center, seizing control of 
the complex, killing three mem-
bers of the Afghan National Po-
lice and taking hostages.

Myers assembled a five-man 
force composed of two Green Be-
rets and three Afghans to move 
into the district center. Inside, the 
team was met by insurgents with 
automatic weapons.

Myers rushed into a room and 
immediately  killed an insurgent 
who was throwing grenades. He 
was wounded in the hands, arms, 
buttocks and legs in the process.

Throughout the night, he en-
tered the complex three times to 
fight barricaded suicide bombers. 
Once hostages were rescued, he 
led efforts to clear booby-trapped 
rooms.

Brown rushed to the complex 
through a nearby bazaar and then 
knocked down a door to enter 
the center. With insurgents fir-
ing  from the second floor of the 
building, Brown led the efforts to 
clear adjoining rooms.

Entering one room, an insur-
gent immediately threw a gre-
nade over Brown’s shoulder.

Brown shouted “grenade!” and 

caught the explosive with his 
hands before hurling it to an un-
occupied corner of the building. 
He then ran to grab an Afghan 
police officer, shielding him from 
the blast with his body.

Injured and in shock from the 
blast, Brown continued to assist 
in the clearing of the complex and 
rescue of the hostages.
� Drew will be honored for ac-

tions during a combat operation 
near Bagram in April 2012.

He led an element of Afghan 
soldiers to the Upper Kamdesh 
village to talk with district lead-
ership. Following the meeting, 
the forces came under attack, 
and Drew positioned himself in 
harm’s way to better direct the 
response to the attack.

Drew “continuously placed 
himself in the kill zone to protect 
his partner force and local civil-
ians,” according to a narrative.

After an Afghan woman was 
shot in the chest, Drew rushed 
into incoming fire to administer 
first aid and give support until a 
helicopter could evacuate her.

Throughout the 15-hour attack, 
he repeatedly exposed himself 
to “withering machine-gun and 
sniper fire” to protect civilians, 
Afghan soldiers and government 
officials.
� Blish is being honored for 

actions during a combat mis-
sion in October 2012 in Wardak 
province, where he volunteered 
for multiple dangerous tactics, 
exposing himself to enemy fire 
to maintain communications and 
direct air support.

He then volunteered to move 
into a known enemy safe haven to 
assess the effectiveness of the air 
support, again coming under fire 
from insurgents.

Blish insisted on pushing for-
ward, despite having no cover, 
and was able to recover enemy 
weapons and kill five more 
insurgents.

Returning to his team, Blish 
and his men were again am-
bushed, and Blish called in a med-
ical evacuation to help a wounded 
team sergeant.
� Hinsley is being honored for 

his actions during a partnered 
patrol in Nangarhar province, an 
area that was a reported enemy 
stronghold where weapons, nar-
cotics and parts for roadside 
bombs were sold.

Hinsley led a 15-soldier element 
that was ambushed in a local ba-
zaar. During the two-hour fight, 
he  exposed himself to enemy 
fire to allow others the chance to 
reach cover. He also risked him-
self by crossing an open area to 
retrieve a grenade launcher and 
other weapons that proved vital 
to the soldiers’ defense.
� Lavery is being honored for 

actions in March 2013 in Wardak 
province. While on a joint patrol 
with Afghan Special Forces, Lav-
ery and others were attacked 
by an Afghan National Police 
officer .

With roughly two dozen friend-
ly fighters injured in the initial at-
tack, Lavery was able to save one 
soldier by pushing him out of the 
way of enemy fire while stepping 
in front of him to take the brunt of 
the bullets.

Lavery was immediately 
wounded in his leg, with his femur 
shattered and femoral artery sev-
ered. Despite his wounds, Lav-
ery continued to protect soldiers, 
yelling directions while covering 
others.
� Ashwell is being honored for 

actions in April 2013 in Kunar
province. Ashwell and other spe-
cial operations troops and Af-
ghan fighters were sent to rescue 
friendly forces surrounded in a
compound by the Taliban.

Ashwell and another soldier 
 took control of a nearby com-
pound to establish a position
from which to mount the rescue
efforts. He then rushed through
 gunfire to rescue a fallen soldier
and carry him back to safety.
� Ritter is being honored for ac-

tions in May 2013 in Kapisa prov-
ince. He was serving as a mentor
to Afghan soldiers when they
came under attack one morning 
from enemies within  55 yards of 
their position.

After several hours of fighting,
Ritter led a small force of Afghan
and U.S. soldiers to attempt to am-
bush the insurgents. They  cut off
and killed enemy fighters moving
in for an attack.

With an Afghan commando
wounded, Ritter disregarded his
own safety to move down an al-
leyway to rescue the commando.

Ritter was wounded three times 
during the rescue, including a 
wound to his back, yet  moved the 
commando to safety. 

HANNAH FRENCHICK/Courtesy of the U.S. ARMY

 Soldiers of 1st Battalion, 377th Field Artillery Regiment, 17th Fires 
Brigade fire M777 howitzer rounds during a field training exercise 
at Yakima Training Center, Wash., in  2011. This week’s Future 
Artillery conference in London discussed the future of artillery. 

General: Artillery training still highly valued

3rd Special Forces troops receive 8 Silver Stars, 28 Bronze Stars
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 Warrants served in bag 
theft case at LA airport 

LOS ANGELES  — Police served 
more than two dozen search war-
rants and made multiple arrests 
as part of a monthslong investiga-
tion into baggage theft at Los An-
geles International Airport, U.S. 
authorities said.

Detectives and officers from 
the Los Angeles and airport po-
lice departments served warrants 
and seized property Wednes-
day night at 25 different loca-
tions, including the airport itself 
and in Los Angeles-area cities, 
said Assistant Chief Michael 

Hyams, of the airport police.
The investigation, which in-

volved officers going undercover 
among baggage handlers, began 
after a string of reports of lug-
gage thefts from terminals, run-
ways and planes, police said.

“We believe that there has been 
a culture of being able to take 
property that wasn’t theirs, and 
that’s what we want to be able to 
put a stop to,” Capt. Ray Maltez 
told KABC-TV.

Those arrested were primar-
ily employees or ex-employees of 
contracting companies hired to 
handle luggage and do not work 
for the airport, Hyams said. 
From The Associated Press

 BY CAROL D. LEONNIG, 
DAVID NAKAMURA 

AND MICHAEL BIRNBAUM

 The Washington Post

As the U.S. Secret Service ar-
rived in the Netherlands last 
weekend for a presidential trip, 
managers were already on high 
alert to avoid any more em-
barrassing incidents involving 
agents.

Two counter-sniper officers 
had been involved in a car acci-
dent during a presidential visit to 
Miami two weeks earlier, accord-
ing to several people with knowl-
edge of the incident. The driver 
was administered a field sobriety 
test because his breath smelled 
of alcohol, but he passed and was 
not arrested.

With that in mind, Secret Ser-
vice supervisor George Hart-
ford issued a warning to a group 
of agents gathered for dinner in 
Amsterdam on Saturday night: 
Go out if you want, but stay out of 
trouble.

By the next morning, Hartford 
was pounding on the hotel door of 
a junior agent, 34, who had passed 
out drunk in a hallway and later 
had to be lifted into his room by 
several hotel employees, accord-

ing to a hotel spokesman and two 
other people familiar with the in-
cident. The agent claimed to have 
no memory of the events.

That night on the town created 
another highly public embarrass-
ment for the elite Secret Service, 
which is still attempting to recov-
er from a tawdry drinking-and-
prostitution scandal two years 
ago during a presidential trip to 
Cartagena, Colombia.

The new incident — which 
unfolded in the hotel where 
President Barack Obama was 
scheduled to arrive the follow-
ing day — prompted immediate 
condemnation Wednesday from 
lawmakers in Washington. Sen. 
Ronald Johnson, R-Wis., said the 
agency has a “systemic” prob-
lem of rowdy and inappropriate 
behavior by its agents, who are 
sworn to protect Obama and other 
senior officials from harm.

White House spokesman Jay 

Carney told reporters flying on
Air Force One on Wednesday
that Obama had been briefed on 
the Netherlands hotel incident.
The president believes “that ev-
erybody representing the United
States of America overseas needs
to hold himself or herself to the 
highest standards,” Carney said,
adding that Obama retains confi-
dence in Secret Service Director
Julia Pierson.

After the unconscious agent 
was found in the hall Sunday
morning, the hotel staff alerted
White House staff that it had re-
layed the news to Secret Service
managers, according to the peo-
ple familiar with the incident. 

After a series of interviews,
agency managers concluded that 
the passed-out agent and two oth-
ers who went drinking with him 
had violated new rules meant to
prevent improper conduct on of-
ficial trips. 

 BY TAMI ABDOLLAH

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES  — The Trans-
portation Security Administra-
tion recommended Wednesday 
that armed law enforcement offi-
cers be posted at airport security 
checkpoints and ticket counters 
during peak hours after a review 
of last year’s fatal shooting at Los 
Angeles International Airport.

The 25-page report to Congress 
obtained by The Associated Press 
makes 14 recommendations that 
do not carry a price tag and are 
somewhat dependent on local 
authorities who provide airport 
security.

While airport security has been 
beefed up since 9/11, the shooting 
exposed communication prob-
lems and gaps in police patrols 
that left an LAX terminal without 
an armed officer for nearly 3½  
minutes as a gunman targeted 
TSA officers with a rifle Nov. 1.

The AP has reported that the 
two armed airport police of-
ficers assigned to Terminal 3 
were on break that morning and 
hadn’t notified dispatchers as re-
quired. Months earlier, LAX had 
changed staffing plans to have of-
ficers roam terminals instead of 

staffing checkpoints such as the 
one the gunman approached.

TSA conducted the review of 
nearly 450 airports nationwide 
after Officer Gerardo Hernandez 
was killed in the agency’s first 
line-of-duty death. Two officers 
and a passenger were wounded. 
Paul Ciancia, 24, a Pennsville, 
N.J., native, has pleaded not guilty 
to 11 federal charges, including 
murder of a federal officer.

The review found that most 
TSA officers are concerned for 
their safety and want better 
security.

Report recommendations in-
clude requiring TSA employees, 
who are unarmed, to train for an 
active shooter incident. It spe-
cifically discarded the notion of 
creating an armed unit of TSA 
officers.

TSA Administrator John Pis-
tole has said he doesn’t believe 
more guns at checkpoints are the 
solution, but the union represent-
ing 45,000 TSA officers said the 
recommendations strengthen 
their position to create an armed 
unit of TSA officers.

While the report is being 
presented to Congress, there is 
no specific action lawmakers 
must take. 

AP

 Police  stand near a weapon at Los Angeles International Airport 
after a gunman opened fire in the terminal, killing one person and 
wounding several others, Nov. 1.  

TSA wants armed police at 
checkpoints after shooting

Secret Service agents also
had trouble on Miami trip
Netherlands misadventures were on heels of car wreck

That night on the town created another highly public 
embarrassment for the elite Secret Service, which 
is still attempting to recover from a tawdry drinking-
and-prostitution scandal two years ago during a 
presidential trip to Cartagena, Colombia.
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 BY BRIAN SKOLOFF 
AND LISA BAUMANN
The Associated Press

DARRINGTON, Wash .  — 
Washington authorities reduced 
the number of people missing 
from a community wiped out by a 
mudslide to 90  as the families and 
friends of those still unaccounted 
for begin to confront the reality 
that some may never be found.

The official death toll remained 
at 16, with an additional eight 
bodies located but not recovered, 
Snohomish County Emergency 
Management Director John Pen-
nington said. Authorities said 
they expected more bodies to be 
found  Thursday.

The number of missing had 
been fluctuating — at one point 
reaching as high as 220 — but au-
thorities were able to verify that 
140 people reported missing had 
been located, Pennington said 
Wednesday. That left 90 people 
missing, plus 35 others who may 
or may not have been in the area 
at the time of the slide.

The revised numbers came at 
the end of a rain-soaked fifth day 
of searching for survivors in the 
small community of Oso, south-
east of Seattle. But as time passes 
and the death toll continues to 
rise, the chances grow increas-
ingly dim of finding people alive 
amid the debris.

With little hope to cling to, fam-
ily members of the missing are 
beginning to realize their loved 
ones may remain entombed for-
ever inside a mountain of mud 
that is believed to have claimed 
more than 20 lives.

Becky Bach watches and waits, 
hoping that search crews find her 
brother and three other relatives 
who are missing in Washington 

state’s deadly mudslide.
Doug Massingale waits too, 

for word about his 4-month-old 
granddaughter. Searchers were 
able to identify carpet from the 
infant’s bedroom, but a log jam 
stood in the way of a more thor-
ough effort to find little Sanoah 
Huestis, known as “Snowy.”

“It just generates so many 
questions if they don’t find them,” 

Bach said. “I’ve never known any-
body to die in a natural disaster. 
Do they issue death certificates?”

Search crews using dogs, bull-
dozers and their bare hands kept 
slogging through the mess of 
broken wood and mud, but au-
thorities have acknowledged they 
might have to leave some victims 
buried.

Trying to recover every 
corpse would be impractical and 
dangerous.

The debris field is about a 
square mile and 30 to 40 feet deep 
in places, with a moonlike surface 
that includes quicksandlike muck, 
rain-slickened mud and ice. The 
terrain is difficult to navigate on 
foot and makes it treacherous 
or impossible to bring in heavy 
equipment.

To make matters worse, the 
pile is laced with other hazards 
that include fallen trees, propane 
and septic tanks, twisted vehicles 
and countless shards of shattered 
homes.

  Two Washington National 
Guard Black Hawk helicopters 
arrived at the site Wednesday to 
relieve sheriff’s helicopter crews 
that had been working since 
Saturday.

The Black Hawks’ sole mission 
is body removal, said Bill Quis-
torf, chief pilot for the Snohomish 
County Sheriff’s Office.

  As families grieved, officials 
were pressed again Wednesday
about multiple reports from years 
ago that showed the potential for 
catastrophic landslides in the 
area.

Pennington said authorities 
took steps to mitigate risks and
warn people of potential dangers, 
especially after a 2006 landslide
in the area. But the sheer size of
this disaster was overwhelming.

 Seismometers showed no earth-
quake triggered Saturday’s land-
slide , but seismic signals show
there were two major slides dur-
ing the event, about four minutes 
apart.

Information about the landslide
readings was posted Wednesday
on the Pacific Northwest Seismic
Network blog by Kate Allstadt, a
researcher at the University of 
Washington.

She writes the landslide was
detected on 17 seismic stations
up to 170 miles away. The closest 
was 7 miles away.

They show the biggest slide 
started at 10:37 a.m. and lasted
more than two minutes. Th at  was 
the slide that hit the town of Oso. 

There was a second slide at
10:41 a.m. Th at may have been
slumping onto the debris. They 
were followed by more than a
dozen smaller slides for more 
than an hour. 

Wash. mudslide brings tales of heroism, loss
 The Associated Press

DARRINGTON, Wash.  — As 
the search for Washington state 
mudslide victims entered its fifth 
day Wednesday, rescuers and 
residents at the scene brought 
back tales of heroism, loss and the 
dangers that remain. Here are a 
few of their stories:

‘Over in 30 seconds’
Robin Youngblood and another 

woman were the first of 16 people 
to be rescued by helicopter after 
Saturday’s slide. Responders 
found them caked in mud from 
head to toe and perched on part of 
a roof floating in 3 feet of water.

Youngblood described the di-
saster Wednesday, saying she 
was in her home when she heard 
a noise and looked outside to see 
a 20-foot wall of mud coming 
straight toward her.

“The whole thing was over in 
30 seconds,” she said. “It was like 
being hit by a 747.”

She and the unidentified woman 
clung to the roof, which acted as 
a life preserver, and waved to 
a rescue helicopter. They were 
hypothermic when the chopper 
approached.

Snohomish County Crew Chief 
Randy Fay said the women and 
other survivors were immobilized 
by what he described as “walking 
shock.”

Youngblood was able to salvage 
a painting of a Native American 
figure, and asked Fay as she was 
hoisted into the helicopter to save 
it.

“That’s all she’s got left,” Fay 

said. “I’m so glad I could do that.”

Mother, child reunited
While that first helicopter res-

cue was underway, the crew spot-
ted a young child alone, partially 
sunken in mud with nothing and 
nobody around him.

Two men on the ground also 
saw the boy, Jacob Spillers, 4, 

and one was able to work his way 
through the deep, sucking muck 
to reach him, Fay said.

Less than an hour earlier, 
Jacob was home with his father 
and three siblings when the mud-
slide struck. His mother, Jonielle 
Spillers, was at work.

The helicopter hovered over the 
child and man while Fay jumped 
out onto a nearby mound. He as-

sisted the man in moving Jacob to 
him and onto the helicopter.

The man tried to walk back 
through the debris field but start-
ed sinking again, so the helicop-
ter crew rescued him too.

Jacob was able to reunite with 
his mother, but his other family 
members are still missing.

“The good news is, mom and 
kid are back together, so that’s 

what you hang on to,” Fay said.

 Demonstrating hope
About 200 people shared hugs

and tears while singing “Amaz-
ing Grace” in a vigil for the peo-
ple lost in the mudslide.

Some of those gathered Tuesday 
evening at Legion Park in Arling-
ton said they wanted to help but
had nowhere else  to lend a hand.
Many held candles and prayed.

Pastor Chad Blood, of the Life-
way Foursquare Church, said the
vigil demonstrated hope and that
the community is standing with
the victims.

Lasting impact
The slide’s destruction has cut

off the main route for residents
of the logging community of Dar-
rington. Washington Highway 
530 is one of a handful of east-
west roadways in the northern
part of the state.

It passes the mill, the town’s 
major economic driver, as well 
as businesses in Seattle’s suburbs 
where some residents work. The 
highway could be closed for weeks 
or months, leaving residents to
face increasing drive times and
gas costs as they navigate the de-
tour through the mountains.

“Some of us are coming back 
to earth to a certain degree,” 
Mayor Dan Rankin said. “We’re
all — it’s a huge challenge for the 
folks here. And I keep on remind-
ing us all that this isn’t this week,
this isn’t next week; this is going
to impact us for months and years 
to come.” 

Officials: Number missing in disaster falls to 90

MARCUS YAM, THE SEATTLE TIMES/AP

From left, Darrington Fire District 24 volunteer firefighters  
Jeff McClelland,  Jan McClelland  and Eric Finzimer embrace on 
Wednesday  in Darrington, Wash., after saying a prayer . They were 
among the first to respond  to the mudslide. 

ELAINE THOMPSON/AP

Robin Youngblood, right, smiles Wednesday in Arlington, Wash., after embracing Snohomish County 
helicopter crew chief Randy Fay, who helped rescue her from  a deadly mudslide days earlier .
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 BY MITCH WEISS 
AND TOM FOREMAN JR.

The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C.  — Mayor 
Patrick Cannon was getting 
ready to close the deal with the 
big-time developer, but was reluc-
tant to take a briefcase containing 
$20,000 while sitting in his city 
office.

“I just got to be conscious about 
that kind of stuff here, you know,” 
Cannon told the fictitious devel-
oper, who was, in fact, an under-
cover FBI agent.

Yet when the “developer” left, 
the briefcase, given to Cannon 
in exchange for his offer to pull 
strings with important city offi-
cials, stayed behind, according to 
court documents.

Cannon, 47, was arrested 
Wednesday and was accused of 
accepting more than $48,000 
in bribes from undercover FBI 
agents posing as businessmen who 

wanted to do work with North Car-
olina’s largest city. He resigned 
Wednesday evening, less than six 
months after taking office.

It was a stunning fall for the 
 Democrat who had risen from 
the city’s public housing projects 
to become a successful business-
man and politician.

According to the criminal com-
plaint, Cannon accepted more 
than $48,000 in cash, airline tick-
ets, a hotel room and the use of a 
luxury apartment as bribes and 
solicited more than $1 million 
more. If convicted on all charges, 
Cannon faces up to 50 years in 
prison and more than $1 million 
in fines.

While working with the under-
cover agents, Cannon touted his 
close relationship with Republi-
can Gov. Pat McCrory and a trip 
to the White House to meet with 
President Barack Obama and 
other administration officials, the 

complaint said.
At one point, an undercover 

agent said to Cannon, “You’re op-
erating at quite a level, Patrick.”

Cannon, a longtime radio
show host and the founder of E-Z
Parking, a parking management
company, was elected mayor in
November, replacing Anthony 
Foxx, who was named transpor-
tation secretary by Obama.

Cannon had an initial court ap-
pearance Wednesday and was re-
leased on $25,000 unsecured b ail.
He did not return telephone calls
seeking comment.

FBI agents posing as commer-
cial real estate developers paid
Cannon on five separate occa-
sions between January 2013 and 
February 2014, according to the
complaint. The mayor accepted
cash in exchange for access to 
city officials responsible for plan-
ning, zoning and permitting, the
complaint said. 

Charlotte mayor, facing 
corruption charges, quits

California lawmaker 
accused in weapons, 
campaign cash case

 BY PAUL ELIAS 
AND SUDHIN THANAWALA

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO  — A state 
senator who authored gun control 
legislation asked for campaign 
donations in exchange for intro-
ducing an undercover FBI agent 
to an arms trafficker, according 
to court documents.

The allegations against Sen. 
Leland Yee were outlined in an 
FBI criminal complaint that 
names 25 other defendants, in-
cluding Raymond Chow, a one-
time gang leader with ties to San 
Francisco’s Chinatown known as 
“Shrimp Boy,” and Keith Jack-
son, Yee’s campaign aide. The af-
fidavit accuses Yee of conspiracy 
to deal firearms without a license 
and to illegally import firearms.

Yee is also accused of accept-
ing tens of thousands of dollars in 
campaign contributions and cash 
payments to provide introduc-

tions, help a 
client get a 
contract and 
influence 
legislation. 
He or mem-
bers of his 
campaign 
staff accept-
ed at least 
$42,800 in 
cash or cam-
paign con-

tributions from undercover FBI 
agents in exchange for carrying 
out the agents’ specific requests, 
the court documents allege.

Investigators said in docu-
ments released Wednesday that 
Yee discussed helping the agent 
get weapons worth $500,000 to 
$2.5 million, including shoulder-
fired missiles, and explained the 
entire process of acquiring them 
from a Muslim separatist group 
in the Philippines to bringing 
them to the U.S., according to an 
affidavit by FBI agent Emmanuel 
V. Pascua. 

Chow and Yee were arrested 
Wednesday during a series of 
raids in Sacramento and the San 
Francisco Bay Area.

Yee was released from cus-
tody shortly before 7 p.m. on a 

$500,000 unsecured b ail. He left 
the federal courthouse in San 
Francisco without comment.

His lawyer, Paul DeMeester, 
said Lee plans to plead not guilty 
but declined to discuss the case 
in detail, saying it’s complex. The 
complaint is 137 pages.

“The top priority was to get the 
senator released, and we were able 
to accomplish that,” DeMeester 
said. “The future will hold a lot of 
work facing this case.” 

JEFF SINER, THE CHARLOTTE (N.C.) OBSERVER/AP

 Charlotte Mayor-elect Patrick D. Cannon speaks  in uptown Charlotte, N.C., in November. 

Yee

 Ex-gang leader was 
 hailed as role model

 SAN FRANCISCO  — A 
former gang leader with 
ties to San Francisco’s Chi-
natown who was praised 
for cleaning up his public 
image after serving more 
than a decade in prison now 
faces up to 95 years behind 
bars on money-laundering 
and other charges.

The allegations against 
Raymond Chow — nick-
named Shrimp Boy — were 
outlined in an FBI criminal 
complaint that names 25 
other defendants .

Recently, Chow, the lead-
er of the San  Francisco-
based Ghee Kung Tong 
fraternal organization, had 
been held up as an example 
of successful rehabilitation.

The Sacramento Bee 
reported that Chow was 
commended by U.S. Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., 
in 2012 as a former offend-
er who had become a com-
munity asset. He was also 
lauded by San Francisco 
Mayor Ed Lee for his “will-
ingness to give back to the 
community.”

He is now accused of 
money laundering, conspir-
acy to receive and trans-
port stolen property, and 
conspiracy to traffic con-
traband cigarettes.
 From The Associated Press

Former defense secretary dies
 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — James R. 
Schlesinger, a hawkish and eru-
dite Republican who straddled 
the partisan divide to serve in 
Cabinet-level posts under three 
U.S. presidents, has died, a Wash-
ington think tank said Thursday. 
He was 85.

 The onetime University of Vir-
ginia economics professor built 
an impressive national-security 
resume as defense secretary for 
Republican presidents Richard 
Nixon and Gerald Ford and was 
the nation’s first energy secre-

tary under Democratic President 
Jimmy Carter. Earlier, he was a 
 director of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency  under Nixon.

In later years, he served on a 
host of defense and energy-relat-
ed task-forces and advisory com-
mittees and continued to push for 
more sophisticated nuclear weap-
ons systems. 

He was a longtime member of 
the Pentagon’s Defense Policy 
Board and was appointed by 
President George W. Bush to the 
Homeland Security Advisory 
Committee. 
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 BY HAYLEY TSUKAYAMA

The Washington Post

King Digital, the maker of the 
popular smartphone game Candy 
Crush Saga, got off to a slow start 
Wednesday in its debut on the 
New York Stock Exchange.

It closed its first day at $19  per 
share, down more than 15 per-
cent from its initial offering price 
of $22.50.

The firm expects to raise 
about $500 million from the IPO, 
which values the firm at about 
$7 billion.

King’s initial public offering 
has raised quite a few eyebrows, 
particularly given that the com-
pany reported that its core title 
— which is already losing some 
steam — accounted for 78 per-
cent of all of its revenue in the 
final quarter of 2013. Ninety-five 
percent of its revenue comes from 

just three titles: Candy Crush 
Saga, Pet Rescue and Farm He-
roes Saga.

Looking at the number like 
that, it’s easy to see King as a har-
binger of another tech bubble — 
or at least as a possible repeat of 
Zynga’s dud performance when it 
went public in 2012.

Although King’s heavy reli-
ance on just a few of its products 
is cause for concern, it’s not ex-
actly fair to the dot-coms of the 
tech bubble or even to Zynga, said 
James Gellert, chairman and 
chief executive of the financial 
services firm Rapid Ratings.

“These are very different com-
panies,” Gellert said of King and 
Zynga. “King is a more mature 
company, it’s a profitable compa-
ny and it’s a larger company.”

The key word there is prof-
its, something that Zynga never 

showed before its public debut.
Twitter and Box — the com-
ing IPO that has the tech world
abuzz this week — also remain
unprofitable.

The big question that every-
one is going to ask, Gellert said,
is whether 11-year-old King is a
one-hit wonder or not. While the
firm boasts 140 million active
players for its sticky sweet puzzle
matching game, some doubt it can
ride that wave of success forever.

“Whether they can immedi-
ately replicate it or not, the ques-
tion really is can they be a viable, 
long-term business that gener-
ates positive returns for their
shareholders,” he said. “And
even if they do dip from a matur-
ing ‘Candy Crush,’ it still has the
profile of a healthy company and 
an efficient company that will be 
successful.” 

‘Candy Crush’ has slow market start

High court keeps guns 
away from those guilty 
of domestic violence

 BY DAVID G. SAVAGE

Tribune Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court on Wednesday 
strengthened a federal law that 
bars anyone convicted of domes-
tic violence from possessing a 
gun.

In a 9-0 decision, the Supreme 
Court said the ban extended to 
anyone who had pleaded guilty to 
at least a misdemeanor charge of 
domestic violence, even in cases 
in which there was no proof of 
violent acts or physical injury.

The ruling overturns decisions 
in several regions, including the 
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
in California, which had said the 
ban applied only to convictions 
that involved a “violent use of 
force.”

At issue was a 1996 law in 
which Congress expanded an ex-
isting ban that applied to anyone 
convicted of a felony in a domes-
tic violence case to include mis-
demeanor convictions.

“Domestic violence is not mere-
ly a type of ‘violence,’ ” said Jus-
tice Sonia Sotomayor. “It is term 
of art encompassing acts that one 
might not characterize as ‘vio-
lent’ in a nondomestic context.” 
It includes acts such as “pushing, 
grabbing, shoving, slapping and 
hitting,” she said.

Sotomayor said Congress acted 
in 1996 to “close a loophole” in the 
law and to try to keep guns out of 
homes that had experienced do-
mestic violence.

The decision in U.S. vs. Cas-
tleman restores the illegal gun 
possession charges against a 
Tennessee man who had pleaded 
guilty in 2001 to causing “bodily 
injury” to the mother of his child.

In 2008, James Castleman was 
charged with violating federal 
gun laws when he was caught 
with firearms.

A federal judge and the 6th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals dis-
missed the charges because there 
was no proof he had “violent con-
tact with the victim.” 

Ritual slaughter of animals 
is investigated in DC park

  The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Animal wel-
fare officials are investigating 
whether a religious or ritualistic 
practice was behind the death of 
nine animals — six chickens, a 
pygmy goat and two pigeons — 
whose carcasses were found along 
an isolated path of Rock Creek 
Park in the District of Columbia.

Some of the animals had been 
decapitated. Some still had their 
heads, but their throats had been 
slashed. Investigators believe 
they were killed elsewhere and 
dumped in the park.

“They were sacrificed and left 
there,” said Scott Giacoppo, a 
vice president with the Washing-
ton Humane Society.

The nine carcasses were taken 
Wednesday to a laboratory in Vir-
ginia for necropsies. Veterinari-
ans and investigators will look for 
clues that could point to a specific 
group or individual.

What they did may not be a 
crime — if the animals were 
killed in a humane way.

“You have to do it in one fell 
swoop,” Giacoppo said. “It has 
to cause instantaneous death. 
Anything short of that, we can 
argue, is cruelty, and [we can] 
prosecute.”

The animals were found Tues-
day afternoon by a person walk-
ing along the path in a section of 
the park behind a large apart-
ment complex. 

 BY LALITA CLOZEL

Tribune Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — The head 
of the Internal Revenue Service 
said Wednesday that it would take 
years to turn over all the docu-
ments subpoenaed by the House 
Oversight and Government Re-
form committee in its investiga-
tion of the IRS’  alleged targeting 
of conservative groups.

During a confrontational hear-
ing, IRS Commissioner John 
Koskinen said he needed more 
time to comply with the commit-
tee’s request for the email cor-
respondence of Lois Lerner, a 
former IRS official in charge of 

the agency’s nonprofit division.
Lerner refused to testify before 

the committee earlier this month, 
invoking her Fifth Amendment 
rights. That sparked a feud be-
tween committee Chairman Dar-
rell Issa, R-Calif., and ranking 
Democrat Elijah E. Cummings, 
D-Md., who called Issa’s inves-
tigation “one-sided” and “un-
American” after Issa ordered 
Cummings’ microphone turned 
off. Issa later apologized.

On Wednesday, Issa’s anger 
was focused on Koskinen.

“Unfortunately, you’ve been 
more concerned with managing 
the political fallout than cooper-
ating with Congress or at least 

this committee,” Issa said, accus-
ing Koskinen of “slow rolling” his 
investigation.

Rep. Mark Meadows, R-N.C., 
threatened to hold Koskinen and 
the IRS in contempt if the mate-
rials were not provided  quickly 
enough.

Koskinen said delivering all the 
emails sent to and from Lerner 
and three other top IRS officials 
embroiled in the controversy 
would be a “fruitless task over-
whelming the investigators.” But 
he added, “If that’s the way the 
committee wants to go, we will go 
that way.”

But Koskinen said it would 
take several years to release all 

requested documents, including 
tax-exempt-status applications 
from 2009 to 2013. He said the 
IRS  first would need to review all 
documents and make redactions 
to ensure it did not improperly 
release personal taxpayer data or 
other sensitive information.

Koskinen defended his agen-
cy’s cooperation with Issa’s inves-
tigation and five other inquiries 
into the IRS scandal. The IRS 
has spent up to $14 million and 
has compiled more than 690,000 
pages of documents, he said.

But Republicans and a few 
Democrats on the committee 
pressed the IRS to deliver entire 
blocks of correspondence, instead 

of batches of emails that respond 
to specific search terms related to
the agency’s mismanagement.

 After an investigation last year,
the Treasury’s inspector general
for tax administration said the
IRS’ actions did not appear to be 
driven by the White House and
stemmed from low-level incom-
petence, not political bias. Some 
progressive groups also were
targeted. 

 Rep. Gerald E. Connolly, D-Va., 
accused Issa on Wednesday of
using the investigation to appeal 
to conservative voters. 

“It’s designed to get certain
groups all riled up in time for the
midterm elections,” he said.

IRS chief, House panel clash over documents

RICHARD DREW/AP

Characters of the King Digital Entertainment game Candy Crush Saga walk the trading floor of the New 
York Stock Exchange  on Wednesday before the company’s  initial public offering.
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UKRAINE UNREST

 BY EDITH M. LEDERER

The Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS  — The 
U.N. General Assembly approved 
a resolution Thursday affirming 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity 
and calling the referendum that 
led to Russia’s annexation of its 
Crimean Peninsula illegal.

The vote on the Ukraine-
 sponsored resolution was 100 
countries in favor, 11 opposed and 
58 abstentions.

The “yes” vote was higher than 
many diplomats had predicted, 
and the fact that more than half 
the 193 U.N. member states sup-
ported the resolution reflected 
widespread international opposi-
tion to Russia’s military interven-
tion and takeover of the strategic 

Black Sea region.
Unlike the more powerful Se-

curity Council, resolutions in the 
General Assembly cannot be ve-
toed but are not legally binding.

Russia has blocked action in 
the Security Council where it has 
veto power as one its five perma-
nent members. Even so, the 15-
member council has held eight 
meetings on Ukraine as Western 
powers strive to keep up the pres-
sure on Moscow.

Before the vote, Ukrainian For-
eign Minister Andriy Deshchyt-
sia told the assembly that his 
country’s territorial integrity 
and unity had been “ruthlessly 
trampled” by Russia, a perma-
nent member of the Security 
Council entrusted to maintain 

international peace and security, 
and in direct violation of the U.N.
Charter.

“By voting in favor of this reso-
lution, you vote in favor of the
U.N. Charter while voting against 
or abstaining equals undermin-
ing it,” Deshchytsia said in urg-
ing a “yes” vote.

Russia’s U.N. ambassador, Vita-
ly Churkin, urged a “no” vote, say-
ing a historic injustice in Crimea 
has been corrected and its people 
had expressed their right to self-
determination in wanting to join
Russia.

He called the resolution “con-
frontational in nature” and said
it would be “counterproductive”
to challenge the results of the
referendum. 

Poll finds crisis hurting 
Obama approval ratings

 BY CONNIE CASS 
AND JENNIFER AGIESTA

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Foreign pol-
icy used to stand out as a not-so-
bleak spot in the public’s waning 
assessment of Barack Obama. Not 
anymore. He’s getting low marks 
for handling Russia’s swoop into 
Ukraine, and more Americans 
than ever disapprove of the way 
Obama is doing his job, according 
to a new Associated Press-GfK 
poll.

Despite the poor performance 
reviews, Obama’s primary tac-
tic so far — imposing economic 
sanctions on key Russians — has 
strong backing.

 Nearly 9 out of 10 Americans 
support sanctions as a response 
to Russia’s annexation of the 
Crimean Peninsula, the poll in-
dicates. About half of that group 
says the U.S. sanctions so far are 
about right, while the other half 
wants to see them strengthened, 
the AP-GfK poll found.

Most Democrats say the sanc-
tions were OK, while a majority of 
Republicans find them too weak.

“We’re supposed to be a coun-
try that helps smaller countries 
in need,” said Christopher Ashby, 
29, a Republican in Albemarle, 
N.C., who wants a more powerful 
response. “Ukraine at this time is 
definitely in need.”

Ashby, a stay-at-home dad car-
ing for three young daughters, 
said, “When I look at Obama, I see 
my 5-year-old daughter looking at 
something that just happened and 
saying, ‘What do I do?’ ”

Overall disapproval of the job 
Obama is doing ticked up to 59 
percent — a record high for his 
presidency — in the poll released 
Wednesday. That’s still well below 
the 72 percent disapproval rate 
that former President George W. 
Bush recorded in the AP-GfK poll 
in October 2008. Still, Obama’s 41 
percent approval rating is a so-
bering number for fellow Demo-
crats running in this fall’s House 
and Senate elections.

Americans are now divided 
over which party they would 
rather see in control of Congress. 
Democrats held a slight edge over 
Republicans in the January AP-
GfK poll.

Obama gets lowest marks for 
his handling of the federal budget, 

immigration and the economy. 
Support for Obama’s education 
policies, which had been a strong 
point, dipped into negative terri-
tory this month, too.

Republicans have long criti-
cized the president as too weak 
in asserting American power 
abroad. Yet until now, foreign pol-
icy hasn’t been a drag on Obama’s 
second term; Americans were 
about as likely to endorse his ac-
tions as to disapprove.

Now he’s hit a new low on inter-
national relations — just 40 per-
cent approval.

Majorities say they dislike 
Obama’s handling of the Ukraine 
situation (57 percent) and his inter-
actions with Russia (54 percent).

Almost half of those polled say 
they support imposing tougher 
sanctions if Russia pushes into 
new regions or other countries; 
only 14 percent are opposed. That 
backs up threats from Obama and 
Western allies to target Russia’s 
economy with damaging sanc-
tions if President Vladimir Putin 
goes further.

About a third of those surveyed 
said they oppose giving monetary 
aid to nations targeted by Russia. 
Only about 20 percent approve of 
financial support, while the big-
gest share is neutral. This week 
Congress is considering $1 billion 
in loan guarantees for Ukraine 
sought by Obama.

The idea of lending any type 
of military support to Ukraine is 
unpopular, the poll says. Obama 
has said there are no plans to use 
military force to dislodge Russia 
from the Crimean Peninsula.

Richard Johnson, a politically 
independent retiree in Redmond, 
Wash., said the United States 
shouldn’t have gotten involved 
at all, especially  because many 
Crimean residents favor Russia.

“They’re protesting in both di-
rections, right?” Johnson said. “So 
I just feel like we’ve got enough 
problems here at home, why are 
we looking for more trouble?”

 The AP-GfK Poll was conduct-
ed March 20-24 using Knowledge-
Panel, GfK’s probability-based 
online panel designed to be rep-
resentative of the U.S. population. 
It involved online interviews with 
1,012 adults and has a margin of 
sampling error of plus or minus 
3.4 percentage points for all 
respondents. 

Russia deeply linked 
to Obama priorities

 BY JULIE PACE

The Associated Press

BRUSSELS  — Even as he 
criticizes Vladimir Putin and im-
poses sanctions on Russia, Presi-
dent Barack Obama is struggling 
with the consequences of his own 
earlier quest for a fresh start be-
tween Washington and Moscow.

From early in 
his presidency, 
Obama has en-
gaged Russia 

to help achieve some of his key 
goals, including preventing Iran 
from becoming a nuclear power 
and, more recently, solving the 
war in Syria before it spreads fur-
ther in the Middle East. Now, he 
finds that the engagement may 
limit how hard he can hit back 
at Russia without toppling every-
thing else.

White House officials insist 
that the U.S. can’t go back to a 
business-as-usual relationship 
with Russia as long as Putin still 
has control of Crimea, the stra-
tegically important peninsula he 
annexed from Ukraine.

Exactly what might be changed 
is still being debated inside the 
West Wing. Susan Rice, Obama’s 
national security adviser, said 
Russia’s incursion in Crimea “is 
causing the countries and people 
of Europe and the international 
community and, of course, the 
United States to reassess what 
does this mean and what are the 
implications.”

But even as officials warn of 
curtailed ties with Russia, they’re 
seeking to insulate Obama’s most 
pressing foreign policy priorities 
from any major harm that might 
result.

Examples are plentiful and 
worrisome:

� Russia is part of the interna-

tional negotiating team working 
with the U.S. to strike a nuclear 
deal with Iran.

� The Kremlin’s participation is 
crucial to keeping Syria on track 
with a plan to rid Damascus of its 
chemical weapons stockpiles.

� Russia also allows the U.S. 
to use an alternative to a supply 
route through Pakistan to bring 
military personnel and equip-
ment out of Afghanistan as the 
war there comes to an end.

Then there’s the International 
Space Station and Russia’s agree-
ment to ferry American astro-
nauts to and from it. And the 
concern, more pointed in Europe 
but well-noted in the U.S., that a 
deeper rift with Russia could in-
terrupt crucial energy supplies 
now flowing to European nations.

U.S. officials say they’re skep-
tical Russia would upend any of 
these partnerships given that its 
own strategic interests are also 
at stake. Russia wants access to 
Iran’s economy, which is now cut 
off from much of the world by U.S. 
sanctions. In Syria, Putin sees the 
chemical weapons deal as a way to 
stave off a possible American mil-
itary strike and the ouster of his 
allies in the Syrian government.

American officials say they in-
stead want to cut off cooperation 
in areas where Russia will suffer 
more than the U.S. That means 
stopping joint military operations 
and canceling trade talks that 
were eagerly sought by Moscow.

“We must meet the challenge 
to our ideals, to our very inter-
national order, with strength and 
conviction,” Obama said Wednes-
day in Brussels. He closed three 
days of talks on the Russia dis-
pute with European leaders in 
the Netherlands and Brussels.

The leaders indefinitely cut 

Russia out of the Group of Eight
assemblage of major nations, a 
step announced by Obama and
Western allies during the pres-
ident’s trip. Western allies also 
agreed to impose broad economic
sanctions on Russia if it advances
further into Ukraine.

So far, U.S. efforts to isolate
Russia don’t appear to have 
changed Putin’s calculus. After
defying warnings from the West 
and moving troops into Crimea, 
he formally annexed the peninsu-
la from Ukraine. He’s also staged
thousands of troops on Russia’s
border with eastern Ukraine,
sparking fears in the U.S. and Eu-
rope that he may make a play for
more territory.

 The developments with Rus-
sia are hardly what Obama en-
visioned when he launched his
“reset.” The policy was aimed at
soothing tensions sparked under 
the George W. Bush administra-
tion and paving the way for co-
operation on issues like Iran and 
Afghanistan. But no one expected
totally smooth sailing.

“There was never a belief any-
where that Russia was going to 
evolve into a NATO-like partner
or a democracy,” said Jeremy
Shapiro, a former State Depart-
ment official and current fellow
at the Brookings Institution.  

UN General Assembly 
supports Ukraine unity

PAVEL GOLOVKIN/AP

Ukrainian soldiers transport their tanks Wednesday from their base 
in Perevalnoe, outside Simferopol, Crimea .

ANALYSIS
PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS/AP

 President Barack Obama speak s 
in Orlando, Fla., on March 20.  
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 BY ANNYSA JOHNSON

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

MILWAUKEE

Charonne and Kevin Ganiere never 
really pictured themselves as fos-
ter parents.

They’d always talked about 
adopting, maybe when their two small sons 
were older. But they couldn’t envision bring-
ing children into their lives, loving them as 
their own and then letting them go — back 
to their biological parents or an adoptive 
family. It just seemed too painful.

That was then. Today, the Ganieres are 
parents to five children younger than 10, 
including three toddlers welcomed through 
the local foster care system, with no guar-
antees that they will be able to adopt them.

Devout Christians, the Germantown, 
Wis., couple sees their change of heart as 
divinely inspired. Now they’ve launched a 
fledgling nonprofit aimed at encouraging 
more Christians to open their hearts and 
homes to children in temporary need of 
families and helping churches support their 
members who do so.

“There are a lot of kids in the greater Mil-
waukee area in need of a good, Christian 
home,” said Charonne, who with husband 
Kevin is dual-licensed to take children both 
preapproved for adoption and those who are 
not.

“As we started going through the pro-
cess, it just stirred our hearts to the greater 
need,” she said. “Yes, there are kids who 
need to be adopted. But there are also kids 
who need a home for just a little while.”

The Ganieres are founders of OneHope27, 
named for a Biblical passage that exhorts 
Christians to care for widows and orphans. 
Theirs, and similar initiatives around the 
world, are part of the larger so-called or-
phan care movement that has exploded in 
some Christian circles over the past two 
decades.

That movement had been dominated for 
years by international adoptions. However, 
that has waned as criticisms arose about cor-
ruption, the trafficking of children not truly 
orphaned and other concerns, and coun-
tries imposing tighter restrictions. As in-
ternational adoptions declined from a peak 
of 24,000 in 2004 to 9,000 last year, many 
Christian organizations turned their atten-
tion to children in their home countries.

“In terms of foster care, there has always 
been a Christian presence but what we’re 
seeing now is a significant growth in the 
engagement of ordinary Christians in fos-
tering, fostering-to-adopt, mentoring and 
family preservation,” said Jedd Medifind, 
president of the Christian Alliance for Or-
phans, which promotes its annual Orphan 
Sunday in churches around the country.

Advocates believe that good people with 
the right motives and proper training can 

help improve the lives of children and fami-
lies in their own communities.

“We’ve seen through Charonne and our 
other faith-based recruiters that there are 
a lot of great families out there,” said Laura 
Goba, of Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin 
Community Services, an agency that li-
censes foster families.

“It’s not about being a savior to these kids. 
It’s about supporting the children and their 
families,” said Goba, whose agency is col-
laborating with OneHope27 on its recruit-
ment efforts. “It’s really about wrapping 
around the whole family, helping them heal 
and helping the kids go home.”

At any one time, Milwaukee County has 
about 2,000 children in foster care, with 
fewer than 700 licensed foster families. 

Across the state, some 6,000 children are in 
temporary need of care.

 The Ganieres, who attend Life Church 
in Germantown, are piloting the program 
there and at two other sites — The Ridge 
Community Church in Greenfield and 
Christ Church in Mequon. They’ve com-
piled a list of about 25 other candidates, 
churches that have 30 or more foster fami-
lies already in their pews.

The program will differ depending on the 
site, but it might include informational ses-
sions for families exploring the possibility of 
foster care, get-togethers for foster families 
and their children, meal programs, cloth-
ing banks or other initiatives that would be 
helpful to foster families.

“Not everybody can foster a child,” Ga-

niere said. “But everyone can do something,
whether that is a meal when a family gets a 
new placement, supplies or clothing dona-
tions, or just someone to talk to when kids
are running around screaming and you
need some sanity.”

 Families that are licensed to accept chil-
dren in foster care are limited in just how 
much religious influence they can exert.
Judges and placement agencies go out of
their way to place children raised in a par-
ticular tradition with a family that holds
similar beliefs. Likewise, foster parents are 
prohibited from forcing their religion on
children they bring into their homes.

The Ganieres understand that and say 
it’s not about strong-armed conversions but
sharing the love of Christ whether that child 
embraces it or not.

“Children who come into foster care are 
there often because of abuse and neglect,
and I can’t think of anybody who needs love
and hope more than they do,” Ganiere said.

“Are we ever going to sit a child down and
say you must accept Christ or you’ll not move 
from that chair? No,” she said. “That’s not a
relationship. It’s about exposing them to the 
love and hope of Christ, and hoping they
choose that for themselves later in life.” 

FAITH

A home
for just
a while
Families foster love,
hope faith will follow

Above: Meals are hectic as Charonne 
Ganiere, center, solicits help from her 
children during preparations for dinner  at 
their Germantown, Wis., home  in March.

Left: Charonne  and Kevin Ganiere hug 
one of their foster children . The Ganieres 
are a Christian couple who created a 
nonprofit to encourage other Christians to 
get involved in the foster care system in 
Wisconsin. 
PHOTOS BY GARY PORTER,
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL/MCT
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Sinatra fan, but because he loves 
his wife so much.

Bill Coletti has asked the city 
to approve the name change in 
honor of his wife of 24 years, 
Myra, who goes by My.  

The road, with just the one 
house, is currently called Gilson 
Way after the home’s previous 
owner. The Colettis have lived 
there 13 years and think it’s time 
for a change. 

The biggest opponent of the 
renaming may be My herself, 
who thinks they can come up 
with something with a little more 
pizazz.

 Man seeks return of 
heart pump controller 

OR ALBANY  — An Or-
egon man reported an 

unusual theft — someone stole 
the backup control system for the 
mechanical heart pump he must 
wear at all times.

The $15,000 unit, the exterior 
portion of a Left Ventricular As-

sist Device, was stolen from Mark 
Dempsey’s car sometime late 
Saturday or early Sunday while 
the vehicle was parked outside an 
Albany lounge.

The equipment was in what 
looks like a camera bag and was 
taken by someone who smashed 
the rear window.

 Dempsey , 37, told the Albany 
Democrat-Herald  he isn’t inter-
ested in prosecuting the person 
who took the device. He just 
wants it back. 

Lawmaker drops fight 
over university Sex Week  

TN KNOXVILLE  — A 
Republican lawmaker 

sa id he’s dropping a legislative 
fight over the student-run Sex 
Week at the state’s flagship pub-
lic university.

Sen. Stacey Campfield, of 
Knoxville, and other lawmakers 
took issue with the use of student 
fees for the weeklong program 
about sex.

Earlier this week, the Senate 
passed a resolution decrying what 
it called the “radical agenda” of 
Sex Week. 

Girl breaks dress code 
by shaving head for pal  

CO GRAND      JUNCTION  —
A Colorado girl who 

shaved her head to support a 
friend who went bald because of 
cancer treatment has been told 
she violated her school’s dress 
code.

Kamryn Renfro, of Grand 
Junction, shaved her head to help 
Delaney Clements get through 
chemotherapy. Kamryn at first 
wasn’t allowed to return to classes 
at Caprock Academy, the charter 
school she attends. The academy 
later said she could return .

The (Grand Junction) Daily 
Sentinel  report ed that the school 
board’s chairwoman sa id the 
dress code is designed to promote 
uniformity and a nondistracting 
environment.  

Woman freed after 
32 years in ’81 killing

CA LOS ANGELES  — A 
74-year-old California

woman is free after serving 32 
years of a life sentence for her
role in a 1981 killing.

Mary Virginia Jones walked
out of Century Regional De-
tention Facility in Lynwood on
Monday and was met by joyful
family and friends, the Los Ange-
les Times  reported.

Jones was convicted of first-de-
gree murder, kidnapping and rob-
bery and sentenced to life without
parole for a killing committed 
alongside boyfriend Mose Willis,
who died while on death row.

She always maintained that the 
abusive Willis forced her at gun-
point to help him rob and shoot
two drug dealers, one of whom
died. Law students at the Univer-
sity of Southern California’s Post-
Conviction Justice Project took
up her cause. 

The amount of money stolen last week from the Citizens Bank & Trust in Burlington Junction, Mo., and
was recovered Tuesday after tipsters led authorities to a tree just across the border in rural southern Iowa. 
Authorities said that after the bank was robbed Friday, a man who saw two men enter the bank with masks
covering their faces followed their car and called authorities, who chased the suspects.  The  men drove  into

Iowa and tried to conceal their vehicle before fleeing back into a wooded area in Missouri, where they were captured, said Nodaway 
County Sheriff Darren White. During that chase, the men allegedly hid the money in the tree.  

The number of boxes of Girl Scout cookies sold by Katie Francis, right, in seven weeks, breaking 
the organization’s decades-old sales record. The sixth-grade student broke the record previously 
set by Elizabeth Brinton, who sold approximately 18,000 one year in the 1980s. Katie told 
The Oklahoman newspaper last month that there were only three ingredients needed to rack 
up large sales: a lot of time, a lot of commitment and asking everyone she met to buy. 

From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

$12K

18,107
Voters decide to 
turn dry city wet 

MS POPLARVILLE  —
Poplarville voters 

have approved the sale of beer 
and light wine inside the city 
limits.

Complete, but unofficial, re-
turns from Tuesday’s election 
show 70 percent of those voting 
approved the beer sales.

Poplarville has been dry since 
the town was created in 1886. 
Mayor Brad Necaise sa id this 
is the first time in more than 30 
years that this issue has been 
voted on in Poplarville. 

Plastic and paper bag 
users may face new fee 

NY NEW YORK  — The 
New York City Council 

is introducing a bill that would im-
pose a 10-cent fee on plastic and 
paper bags used at grocery stores.

The measure is intended to spur 
shoppers to bring their own reus-
able bags. The fee is not a tax and 
would benefit store owners.

New York City residents use 
1 billion disposable plastic bags 
a year. It costs the city $10 mil-
lion annually to ship used bags to 
landfills.

Similar measures are in place 
in Los Angeles, Seattle and 
Washington . 

 Man wants to change 
street name to My Way 

MA GLOUCESTER  — A 
Gloucester man wants 

to change the name of his street to 
My Way, not because he’s a Frank 

THE CENSUS

Old Glory flies again in downtown Detroit
DANIEL MEARS, DETROIT NEWS/AP

 From left, veterans Kevin Jones, David Tripplett, Irene Spooner, Mark Spooner and Jerry Sebrowski hold  American flags as they are blessed before being raised in Hart Plaza in 
Detroit on Tuesday. A Michigan company and veterans groups brought back five American flags to downtown Detroit’s Hart Plaza for the first time in more than a decade.  The 
cash-strapped city removed the flags about 14 years ago and never replaced them due to budget constraints. Plans call for 20 to be installed by Flag Day on June 14.
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Friday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Tex 81 52 PCldy
Akron, Ohio 51 42 Cldy
Albany,N.Y. 47 33 Rain
Albuquerque 62 37 Clr
Allentown, Pa. 51 33 Rain
Amarillo 64 36 Clr
Anchorage 40 22 Clr
Asheville 60 40 Rain
Atlanta 66 53 Rain
Atlantic City 60 36 Rain
Austin 87 62 PCldy
Baltimore 59 38 Rain
Baton Rouge 82 63 Cldy
Billings 49 27 Cldy
Birmingham 72 59 Rain
Bismarck 37 15 Cldy
Boise 57 38 Cldy
Boston 53 33 Rain
Bridgeport 54 33 Rain
Brownsville 89 70 Cldy
Buffalo 52 40 Rain
Burlington,Vt. 44 30 Rain
Caribou,Maine 36 13 Snow
Casper 46 28 PCldy
Charleston,S.C. 75 54 Cldy
Charleston,W.Va. 66 45 Rain
Charlotte,N.C. 68 47 Rain

Chattanooga 66 54 Rain
Cheyenne 48 29 Clr
Chicago 42 35 PCldy
Cincinnati 59 50 Cldy
Cleveland 48 43 Cldy
Colorado Springs 54 28 Clr
Columbia,S.C. 73 49 Rain
Columbus,Ga. 71 56 Rain
Columbus,Ohio 55 47 Cldy
Concord,N.H. 49 27 Rain
Corpus Christi 87 67 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 82 56 PCldy
Dayton 53 48 Cldy
Daytona Beach 78 63 Rain
Denver 57 33 Clr
Des Moines 48 31 PCldy
Detroit 47 38 Cldy
Duluth 29 12 PCldy
El Paso 71 52 Clr
Elkins 58 37 Rain
Erie 46 38 Rain
Eugene 55 45 Rain
Evansville 62 49 Cldy
Fairbanks 31 -12 Clr
Fargo 30 10 Clr
Flagstaff 53 23 PCldy
Flint 45 37 Cldy
Fort Smith 68 47 Cldy

Fort Wayne 49 41 Cldy
Fresno 75 49 PCldy
Goodland 59 33 Clr
Grand Junction 51 30 PCldy
Grand Rapids 42 37 Cldy
Great Falls 45 21 Cldy
Green Bay 38 29 Snow
Greensboro,N.C. 65 42 Rain
Harrisburg 57 35 Rain
Hartford Spgfld 53 31 Rain
Helena 50 28 Cldy
Honolulu 83 67 Cldy
Houston 84 66 Cldy
Huntsville 73 57 Rain
Indianapolis 54 45 Cldy
Jackson,Miss. 78 62 Cldy
Jacksonville 76 57 Rain
Juneau 38 20 Clr
Kansas City 50 31 Cldy
Key West 81 73 Cldy
Knoxville 65 51 Rain
Lake Charles 80 64 Cldy
Lansing 44 39 Cldy
Las Vegas 75 52 PCldy
Lexington 64 48 Cldy
Lincoln 44 27 Cldy
Little Rock 70 55 Cldy
Los Angeles 71 55 Clr

Louisville 64 51 Cldy
Lubbock 76 45 PCldy
Macon 70 53 Rain
Madison 44 29 PCldy
Medford 58 46 Rain
Memphis 73 57 Cldy
Miami Beach 82 71 Cldy
Midland-Odessa 80 51 Clr
Milwaukee 39 33 PCldy
Mpls-St Paul 34 18 Clr
Missoula 52 31 Cldy
Mobile 77 61 Rain
Montgomery 74 58 Rain
Nashville 70 55 Rain
New Orleans 79 65 Cldy
New York City 56 37 Rain
Newark 57 35 Rain
Norfolk,Va. 68 43 Cldy
North Platte 49 28 Cldy
Oklahoma City 64 43 Cldy
Omaha 47 26 Cldy
Orlando 81 63 Rain
Paducah 64 51 Cldy
Pendleton 57 39 Rain
Peoria 51 35 Cldy
Philadelphia 58 37 Rain
Phoenix 80 56 Clr
Pittsburgh 58 41 Rain

Pocatello 53 31 Cldy
Portland,Maine 46 28 Rain
Portland,Ore. 55 45 Rain
Providence 54 32 Rain
Pueblo 59 30 Clr
Raleigh-Durham 70 41 Rain
Rapid City 42 22 Cldy
Reno 60 38 Cldy
Richmond 69 42 Rain
Roanoke 61 43 Rain
Rochester 53 40 Rain
Rockford 46 31 PCldy
Sacramento 68 51 Cldy
St Louis 56 39 PCldy
St Petersburg 78 68 Rain
St Thomas 85 76 PCldy
Salem,Ore. 56 46 Rain
Salt Lake City 60 39 Cldy
San Angelo 84 48 PCldy
San Antonio 89 59 Cldy
San Diego 67 59 PCldy
San Francisco 66 53 Cldy
San Jose 69 50 Cldy
Santa Fe 58 30 Clr
St Ste Marie 34 26 Cldy
Savannah 76 56 Cldy
Seattle 55 45 Rain
Shreveport 82 64 Cldy

Sioux City 44 22 Cldy
Sioux Falls 39 19 Cldy
South Bend 44 36 Cldy
Spokane 51 33 Rain
Springfield,Ill 53 37 Cldy
Springfield,Mo 60 38 Cldy
Syracuse 52 36 Rain
Tallahassee 73 58 Rain
Tampa 79 65 Rain
Toledo 49 43 Cldy
Topeka 51 33 Cldy
Tucson 75 49 Clr
Tulsa 60 40 Cldy
Tupelo 75 58 Cldy
Waco 86 57 PCldy
Washington 62 41 Rain
W. Palm Beach 81 71 Cldy
Wichita 59 37 Cldy
Wichita Falls 73 46 PCldy
Wilkes-Barre 52 36 Rain
Wilmington,Del. 58 36 Rain
Yakima 56 37 Rain
Youngstown 52 42 Rain

National temperature extremes
Hi: Wed., 86, Borrego, Calif. 
Lo: Wed., -26, Roscommon, Mich.

BUSINESS/WEATHER

WEATHER OUTLOOK

Mildenhall/
Lakenheath

58/39

Ramstein
59/34

Stuttgart
62/38

Lajes,
Azores
57/42

Rota
54/47

Morón
54/41

Sigonella
68/43

Naples
62/47

Aviano/
Vicenza
66/43

Pápa
62/39

Souda Bay
67/54

FRIDAY IN EUROPE

Brussels
63/39

Bahrain
80/69

Baghdad
85/57

Doha
88/66

Kuwait
City

87/61

Riyadh
84/65

Djibouti
84/79

Kandahar
71/48

Kabul
60/41

Manas
57/35

FRIDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST SATURDAY IN THE PACIFIC

Misawa
54/40

Guam
83/78

Tokyo
69/59

Okinawa
74/68

Sasebo
65/57

Iwakuni
59/56

Seoul
61/45

Osan
59/45

Busan
58/51

The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

Military rates
Euro costs (March 28) ..................... $1.4114
Dollar buys (March 28) ....................€0.7085
British pound (March 28) .................... $1.71
Japanese yen (March 28) ..................100.00
South Korean won (March 28) ......1,045.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain(Dinar) .....................................0.3769
British pound ....................... $1.6634/0.6012
Canada (Dollar) ................................... 1.1062
China(Yuan) .........................................6.2127
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.4205
Egypt (Pound) ......................................6.9700
Euro ........................................ $1.3772/0.7261
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7580
Hungary (Forint) .................................226.26
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4985
Japan (Yen) ........................................... 102.12
Kuwait(Dinar) ......................................0.2815
Norway (Krone) ...................................5.9996
Philippines (Peso)................................. 45.01
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.03
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7505
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2646
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,071.02
Switzerlnd (Franc) ..............................0.8846
Taiwan(Dollar) .......................................30.54
Turkey (NewLira) ................................ 2.1777
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.09
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.05
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.54

Taco Bell ads star ‘Ronald McDonald’
 BY CANDICE CHOI

The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — Taco Bell is 
name-dropping an unlikely clown 
to promote its new breakfast 
menu — Ronald McDonald.

The fast-food chain will begin 
airing ads Thursday that feature 
everyday men who happen to 
have the same name as the Mc-
Donald’s mascot known for his 
bright red hair and yellow jump-
suit. The marketing campaign is 
intended to promote Taco Bell’s 

new breakfast menu, which fea-
tures novelties like a waffle taco.

The chain, owned by Yum 
Brands Inc., of Louisville, Ky., 
is looking to boost sales by open-
ing most of its roughly 6,000 U.S. 
stores a few hours earlier, at 7 
a.m., starting this week. But Taco 
Bell has a long way to go to catch 
up with McDonald’s, the No. 1 
player in breakfast, with about 31 
percent of the category, accord-
ing to market researcher Tech-
nomic. The popularity of Egg 
McMuffins and other items ha s 

been a consistent sales driver for 
McDonald’s over the years, with 
breakfast accounting for about 
20 percent of the company’s U.S. 
sales.

By comparison, a Yum execu-
tive has said that breakfast ac-
counted for just 4 percent of sales 
when it was being tested at Taco 
Bell stores in select markets. That 
was before national marketing 
began, however, and Taco Bell 
president Brian Niccol said in a 
phone interview that the goal was 
to get the figure to a level “much 

greater than that.”
Taco Bell said the real-life 

Ronald McDonalds featured in 
its new ads were paid for their ap-
pearances. But Niccol, who said 
he didn’t know how much they 
were paid, insists their enthusi-
astic reactions to the food were 
real.

“All of them resoundingly loved 
the food,” he said.

 As for Ronald McDonald the 
fast-food clown, the character 
was first played by Willard Scott 
in 1963.  

MARKET WATCH

* Diesel EFD    ** Midgrade
For the week of March 29-April 4

EUROPE GAS PRICES PACIFIC GAS PRICES
Country Super E10 Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Germany $3.786 $3.953 $4.113 $4.225
Change in price +0.2 cents +0.6 cents +0.5 cents -1.5 cents

Netherlands -- $4.646 $4.945 $4.952
Change in price -- -9.2 cents -8.9 cents -9.0 cents

U.K. -- $3.888 $4.048 $4.160
Change in price -- +0.6 cents +0.5 cents -1.5 cents

Azores -- -- $4.482 --
Change in price -- -- no change --

Belgium -- $3.929 $4.059 $4.266
Change in price -- no change no change no change

Turkey -- -- $4.445 $4.093*
Change in price -- -- no change -1.5 cents

Italy $3.899 -- -- $4.239
Change in price no change -- -- no change

Country Unleaded Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Japan -- $3.709 -- $3.979
Change in price -- +1.0 cents -- -2.0 cents

Okinawa $3.539 -- -- $3.979
Change in price no change -- -- +2.0 cents

South Korea $3.799 -- $4.129 $4.239
Change in price no change -- no change -2.0 cents

Guam $3.799** $3.969 $4.129 --
Change in price no change +1.0 cents +1.0 cents --
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 BY ROB GRIFFITH 
AND SCOTT MCDONALD

The Associated Press

PERTH, Australia  — Hints 
about the lost Malaysian jetliner 
piled up Thursday, but there was 
precious little chance to track 
them down. Bad weather cut short 
the hunt for possible debris fields 
from the aircraft as satellite data 
revealed hundreds more objects 
that might be wreckage.

Not one piece of debris has 
been recovered from the plane 
that went down in the southern 
Indian Ocean on March 8. For 
relatives of the 239 people aboard 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 370, it 
was yet another agonizing day of 
waiting.

“Until something is picked up 
and analyzed to make sure it’s 
from MH370 we can’t believe it, 
but without anything found, it’s 
just clues,” Steve Wang, whose 
57-year-old mother was aboard 
the flight, said in Beijing. “With-
out that, it’s useless.”

Japan said it provided Malaysia 
with information from satellite 
images taken Wednesday show-
ing about 10 objects that might be 
debris from the plane, with the 
largest measuring about  13 feet 
by 26 feet . The objects were lo-
cated about  1,560 miles  southwest 
of Perth, Japan’s Cabinet Intelli-
gence and Research Office said.

A Thai satellite also spotted 
about 300 objects, ranging from 
 6 feet  to  53 feet  long, about  1,675 
miles  southwest of Perth, said 
Anond Snidvongs, director of 
Thailand’s space technology de-
velopment agency. He said the 
images, taken Monday by the 
Thaichote satellite, took two days 
to process and were relayed to Ma-
laysian authorities Wednesday.

The objects were about  125 
miles  southwest of the area where 
a French satellite on Sunday spot-
ted 122 objects. It’s unknown 
whether the satellites detected 
the same objects; currents in the 
ocean can run  about 2  mph  and 
wind also could move material.

The announcements came after 
the Australian Maritime Safety 
Authority said it had to pull back 
all 11 planes scheduled to take 
part in the search Thursday be-
cause of heavy rain, winds and 
low clouds. Five ships continued 
the hunt.

All but three of the planes — a 
U.S. Navy P-8 Poseidon, a Japa-
nese P-3 Orion and a Japanese 
Gulfstream jet — reached the 
search zone, about  1,550 miles  
southwest of Perth, before the 
air search was suspended, AMSA 
spokesman Sam Cardwell said.

They were there “maybe 
two hours” and found nothing, 
Cardwell said. “They got a bit of 
time in, but it was not useful be-

cause there was no visibility.”
In a message on its Twitter ac-

count, AMSA said the bad weath-
er was expected to last 24 hours.

Planes have been flying out of 
Perth for a week, seeing a few 
small objects that might or might 
not be from the plane and nothing 
of the possible debris fields viewed 
by the Thai and French satellites. 
Even the few objects the planes 
saw seemed to vanish when air-
craft went back for another look.

If and when any bit of wreck-
age from Flight 370 is recovered 
and identified, searchers will be 
able to narrow their hunt for the 
rest of the Boeing 777 and its 
black boxes, which could solve 
the mystery of why the jet flew so 
far off-course. The plane was sup-
posed to fly from Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, to Beijing but turned 
away from its route soon after 
takeoff and flew for several hours 
before crashing.

Malaysian officials said ear-
lier this week that satellite data 
confirmed the plane crashed into 
the southern Indian Ocean. On 
Thursday, Malaysia Airlines ran 
a full-page condolence advertise-
ment with a black background in 
a major Malaysian newspaper.

“Our sincerest condolences 
go out to the loved ones of the 
239 passengers, friends and col-
leagues,” read the advertisement 
in the New Straits Times. “Words 

alone cannot express our enor-
mous sorrow and pain.”

The extreme remoteness of 
the search area, its frequent high 
seas and bad weather all compli-
cate the search.

“This is a really rough piece of 

ocean, which is going to be a ter-
rific issue,” said Kerry Sieh, di-
rector of the Earth Observatory
of Singapore. 

“I worry that people carrying
out the rescue mission are going
to get into trouble.” 

WORLD

Jet search cut short; more 
satellites discover objects

AARON FAVILA/AP

People place candles during a ceremony to remember  passengers 
on board  missing Malaysia Airlines Flight MH370 in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia on Thursday .
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WORLD

 BY OLIVER TEVES

The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines  — The 
Philippine government signed a 
peace accord with the country’s 
largest Muslim rebel group on 
Thursday, the culmination of 
years of negotiations and a sig-
nificant political achievement for 
President Benigno Aquino III.

The deal grants largely Muslim 
areas of the southern Mindanao 
region greater political autonomy 
in exchange for an end to armed 
rebellion. But it will not stop all 
violence in a part of the country 
long plagued by lawlessness, pov-
erty and Islamist insurgency. Im-
plementing the ambitious accord 
also will be challenging.

Aquino and leaders of the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front wit-
nessed the signing of the agree-
ment in the presidential palace in 
Manila. Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter Najib Razak, whose country 
brokered the peace talks, attend-

ed the ceremony.
“In signing this agreement, the 

two sides have looked not to the 
problems of the past, but to the 
promise of the future,” Najib said. 
“After so many years of conflict, 
and so many lives lost, it is a mo-
mentous act of courage.”

About 1,000 people attended 
the signing ceremonies, including 
guerrilla commanders wearing 
business suits instead of military 
uniforms who were stepping into 
the palace for the first time.

“For generations, fellow Fili-
pinos in the (southern Mind-
anao) region were embroiled in 
a cycle of poverty, injustice and 
violence,” Aquino said. “If we are 
to truly address the root causes 
of conflict, we must close the gap 
between the region and the rest of 
Filipino society.”

Some in the crowd wiped away 
tears as presidential peace advis-
er Teresita Deles said in a speech, 
her own voice breaking: “No more 
war! … Enough!”

The peace accord concludes 
formal negotiations that began in 
2001. A cease-fire agreement had 
been in place since 1997 and has 
been largely observed by both 
sides.

More than 120,000 people have 
died in separatist violence since 
the 1970s in Mindanao, the main 
southern Philippine island. It is 
home to most of the country’s 5 
million Muslims, but Christians 
remain the overall majority.

Previous presidents, including 
Corazon Aquino, Aquino’s mother, 
tried but failed to resolve the con-
flict, which has stunted growth in 
the region and helped foster Is-
lamic extremism in the country 
and elsewhere in Southeast Asia.

Other insurgent groups in the 
south have vowed to keep fighting 
for full independence. The region 
is also home to the Abu Sayyaf, 
a Muslim extremist network 
with international links that the 
Philippine army is battling with 
American support. 

Philippines, Muslim rebel 
group sign peace accord

Honoring the Great Escape
A group of 50 British air force officers march from the site of the Nazi Stalag Luft III prisoner camp 
near Zagan, Poland, on Tuesday to a British war cemetery in western Poland to mark 70 years since the 
Great Escape of Allied airmen and to honor 50 of them who were caught and executed. They started in 
rain from the place where 76 prisoners of war emerged from a tunnel on March 24 and 25, 1944. Only 
three airmen made it home. Fifty others were executed when caught, and 23 were sent to other camps 
but survived the war. The 1963 movie “The Great Escape,” starring Steve McQueen, tells the story.  

AP
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 BY JIM KUHNHENN
AND NICOLE WINFIELD

The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY  — A vis-
ibly energized President Barack 
Obama held a nearly hourlong au-
dience with Pope Francis at the 
Vatican on Thursday, expressing 
his great admiration for the pon-
tiff and inviting him to visit the 
White House.

Although Obama and the church 
remain deeply split over abortion 
and contraception, Obama con-
siders the pontiff a kindred spirit 
on issues of economic inequality, 
and their private meeting in the 
Papal Library ran longer than 
scheduled. After they emerged 
to cameras, Francis presented 
Obama with a copy of his papal 
mission statement decrying a 
global economic system that ex-
cludes the poor. Obama said he 
will keep it in the Oval Office.

The president and pope both 
appeared tense at the start of 
the audience, when they initially 
greeted one another, but then 
were all smiles by the end of 
the meeting and seemed to have 

found a rapport, though they 
spoke through interpreters.

“It is a great honor. I’m a great 
admirer,” Obama said after greet-
ing the pope with a slight bow as 
they shook hands. “Thank you so 
much for receiving me.”

Obama arrived at the Vatican 
amid all the pomp and tradition 
of the Catholic Church, making 
his way in a long, slow procession 
through the hallways of the Apos-
tolic Palace led by colorful Swiss 
Guards and accompanied by cer-
emonial attendants. The president 
bowed as he shook hands with 
the pontiff in the Small Throne 
Room, before the two sat down at 
the pope’s desk, as is custom for a 
papal audience.

The two were scheduled to meet 
for just half an hour, but their pri-
vate discussion lasted 52 minutes. 
At the end, they exchanged gifts, 
with the pope offering Obama 
two medallions and a copy of his 
apostolic exhortation “The Joy of 
the Gospel.”

“You know, I actually will prob-
ably read this when I’m in the 
Oval Office, when I am deeply 
frustrated and I am sure it will 

give me strength and will calm 
me down,” Obama said.

“I hope,” the pope responded.
In a brief departure from all 

the formality, the metal support 
stilts being used to prop up the 
gifts repeatedly gave way, caus-
ing an audible crash that drew 
the consternation of the Vatican’s 
protocol monsignors and a look 
from Obama. Eventually, aides 
gave up on using the stilts.

Obama presented the pope 
with a seed chest with fruit and 
vegetable seeds used in the White 
House Garden, mentioning that 
he understands the pope is open-
ing the gardens at the papal sum-
mer residence to the public. The 
chest was inscribed with the date 
of their meeting and custom-
made of leather and reclaimed 
wood from the Baltimore Basil-
ica — one of the oldest Catholic 
cathedrals in the U.S.

“If you have a chance to come 
to the White House, we can show 
you our garden as well,” Obama 
said. The pope responded “Why 
not,” in Spanish.  

Obama, pope have warm
meeting at Vatican City

GABRIEL BOUYS, POOL/AP

Pope Francis and President Barack Obama smile as they meet at the 
Vatican on Thursday .
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 BY ERIC TALMADGE

The Associated Press

TOKYO  — Have all male uni-
versity students in North Korea 
been ordered to get haircuts like 
their leader, Kim Jong Un? The 
Internet certainly says so.

The thinly sourced reports say 
an order went out a few weeks 
ago for university students to 
buzz cut the sides of their heads 
just like North Korea’s leader. But 
recent visitors to the country say 
they haven’t seen evidence of any 
mass haircutting.

The haircut reports started 
with a story by Washington-based 
Radio Free Asia, which cited 
unnamed sources as saying an 
unwritten directive from some-
where within the ruling Workers’ 
Party went out early this month, 
causing consternation among stu-
dents who didn’t think the new do 
would suit them.

It also said the style reminded 
some of the kind of haircut asso-
ciated with smugglers in bygone 
days.

Interesting. Weird.
But reader beware: Many 

North Korea observers suspect 
it’s a baseless rumor.

“I was there just a few days ago, 
and no sign of that,” said Simon 

Cockerell 
of Koyro
Tours, which 
specializes 
in bringing
foreign tour-
ists to North
Korea. “It’s 
definitely 
not true.”

An AP
journalist in
Pyongyang 

also said he had not seen any re-
cent changes in hairstyles among
college students in the capital.

The North Korea-watching 
website NK News wrote a story
debunking the rumor under the
headline, “Why men’s Kim Jong
Un hairstyle requirement is un-
likely true.”

So maybe the barbers of Pyong-
yang are still sharpening their
scissors. Or perhaps — like a lot
of reported oddities about life in
largely opaque North Korea — it’s 
just hot air.

Choe Cheong-ha, a defector who
left North Korea in 2004, said the
country does have its own fashion 
police — members of a govern-
ment-run youth organization who
routinely check for people who 
are not dressed appropriately.  

Friday, March 28, 2014

WORLD

 BY MARI YAMAGUCHI

The Associated Press

TOKYO  — The greatest threat 
to Japan’s whaling industry may 
not be the environmentalists ha-
rassing its ships or the countries 
demanding its abolishment, but 
Japanese consumers. They’ve 
lost their appetite.

The amount of whale meat 
stockpiled for lack of buyers has 
nearly doubled over 10 years, even 
as anti-whaling protests helped 
drive catches to record lows. More 
than 2,300 minke whales worth of 
meat is sitting in freezers while 
whalers still plan to catch another 
1,300 whales per year.

Low demand adds to the un-
certainty that looms ahead of an 
International Court of Justice rul-
ing expected Monday on Japan’s 
whaling in the Antarctic Ocean. 
The whaling is ostensibly for re-
search, but Australia argued in a 
lawsuit that it’s a cover for com-
mercial hunts.

The stated goal of the research, 
which began in 1987, is to show 
that commercial whaling is en-
vironmentally sustainable, but a 
growing question is whether it is 
economically sustainable. Japan’s 
government-subsidized whaling 
program is sinking deeper into 
debt and faces an imminent, cost-
ly renovation of its 27-year-old 
mother ship, Nisshin Maru.

“A resumption of commercial 
whaling is not a realistic option 

anymore, and the goal has become 
a mere excuse to continue re-
search hunts,” said Ayako Okubo, 
marine science researcher at 
Tokai University. “The program 
is used for the vested interests.”

The research program began a 
year after an international ban on 
commercial hunting took effect. 
Japan is one of a few countries, 
including Norway and Iceland, 
which continue to hunt whales 
despite the moratorium. Activists 
from the group Sea Shepherd try 
to block the whalers by dragging 
ropes in the water to damage their 
propellers, and by lobbing smoke 
bombs at the ships, and through 
other methods.

Whale meat not used for study 
is sold as food in Japan. But ac-
cording to Fisheries Agency sta-

tistics, the amount of whale meat 
stockpiled in freezers at major 
Japanese ports totaled about 
4,600 tons at the end of 2012, from 
less than 2,500 tons in 2002.

A Fisheries Agency official con-
ceded that Sea Shepherd’s efforts 
to harass whaling ships have kept 
the stockpile from growing even 
bigger. He spoke on condition of 
anonymity because he is not au-
thorized to speak to the media.

Whale meat supplied half of Ja-
pan’s protein needs 50 years ago, 
but today it’s limited to specialty 
restaurants and school lunches in 
most of the country. It is a bigger 
part of the local diet in several 
coastal whaling towns allowed to 
conduct small-scale coastal whal-
ing outside International Whaling 
Commission oversight. 

 The Associated Press

CAIRO  — Abdel-Fattah el-
Sissi, the Egyptian military chief 
who last summer removed the 
elected Islamist president, has 
announced that he will run for 
president in elections expected 
next month, putting him on an 
apparent track to lead a nation 
beleaguered by ongoing turmoil 
and violence, a broken political 
order, a dilapidated economy and 
concerns over the chances for 
building a democracy.

Wearing his military fatigues in 
a nationally televised speech, el-

Sissi announced late on Wednes-
day he was resigning from the 
armed forces — a required step 
since only civilians can run for 
president. He declared that it 
was the last time he would wear 
his uniform because he was step-
ping down to run for president 
and continue to defend the coun-
try. He said he was “answering 
the demand of a wide range of 
Egyptians.”

El-Sissi, 59, is widely expected 
to win the vote and restore a tra-
dition of presidents from military 
background that Egypt had for all 

but one year since 1952. He has 
been the country’s most powerful 
figure since removing President 
Mohammed Morsi, and Morsi’s 
once politically dominant Mus-

lim Brotherhood has since been 
declared a terrorist group.

A nationalist fervor has gripped 
the country since the removal 
of Morsi, who in 2012 became 

Egypt’s first freely elected and
civilian president. The ouster in 
July came after massive protests 
by millions against Morsi and the
Islamists. s.    

Egyptian military chief el-Sissi resigning his post to run for presidency

INSTITUTE OF CETACEAN RESEARCH/AP

 Japanese Institute of Cetacean Research workers measure a 
captured minke whale on the deck of a Japanese whaling ship in 
February 2009.   Japan’s whaling industry  is experiencing a new 
threat — a decline in consumer interest in whale meat. 

Kim
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WEEKEND: GADGETS & CHARTS

BY GREGG ELLMAN

McClatchy-Tribune News Service

The newly released Nightstick (NSP-
2422) Dual-Light fl ashlight from Bayco 
Products is not your average handheld 
light.

The fl ashlight portion turns on and off with 
the press of a button like most others, but has a 
range of almost 600 feet with 
the power of the included 
three AA batteries.

For fl ashlight junkies 
(that crowd exists; I’ve 
met many of them), the 
CREE LED is rated at 130 
lumens.

The name “Dual” implies an-
other feature, and sure enough, there 
is one. On the handle there’s another but-
ton, this one for a fl oodlight (110 lumens) built 
into the bottom of the body.

It’s designed for putting light on objects that 
are close. I found it to be of great use on night 
walks with my dog to light up the sidewalk.

You can have both lights on at once, or each 
independently. There’s also a belt clip on the 
fl ashlight along with a hand strap.

Another handy feature is a built-in magnet 
on the bottom of the handle, enabling it to hold 
onto nuts, bolts and screws while working on a 
project.

Online: mynightstick.com, $23

The Jabra Solemate Max portable Bluetooth 
(3.0) speaker is yet another Jabra product that 
proves that you don’t need to be an expert to 
be able to judge great sound — you’ll just know 
good sound when you hear it.

After cranking up the Jabra Solemate 
Max, I instantly concluded that is doesn’t 
sound good.

It sounds GREAT.
I give it my all-important “wow factor” 

award right off the block, which isn’t easy to 
get.

I did get a demo on the speaker at the 
Consumer Electronics Show earlier 
this year, but hearing it in a convention 
center doesn’t compare to cranking it 
up at home.

The speaker is heavy, weighing 6.6 
pounds and measuring 11.9 by 4 by 
5.44 inches. For the most part, it’s like 
having a great-looking brick (with a 
carrying handle) that pumps out amaz-
ing sound.

It’s a little pricey, but you’re getting a great 
product for the money.

Its battery is good for up to 14 hours, and it 
also has a port to use for charging a smartphone 
while playing your tunes. There’s a battery 
status indicator to let you know when a charge is 
needed.

The speaker lets you control some functions 
of the device sending the music and has a built-
in microphone for taking calls.

It comes with all the cables you’ll need for 
charging or connecting a device directly with a 

3.5mm audio connection.
Online: jabra.com, $399 available in 

black and gray versions

The X-Mini Me thumb-sized speaker 
is one of those “great things that come in 

small packages” that we’re always hear-
ing about.

At fi rst glance you wouldn’t guess it’s a speak-
er, but once you pop open the lid and connect it 
to your media source with the included three-
way USB cable, you’ll see what I mean.

It looks like a miniature barrel with rubber 
sides, measuring just 1.8 inches high and a little 
less than that in diameter with a weight of just 
1.4 ounces.

The volume is controlled from the device 
outputting the music; all you do on the speaker 
is turn it on and off.

The 31mm speaker has a speaker output of 
1.5W. A 2300mAh lithium-ion battery will give 

you about six hours of use before 
a two-hour USB charge is 

needed.
A lanyard also is 

included to attach to the 
built-on clip.

A Bluetooth version 
(X-mini WE) to go 
wireless is good for 
about fi ve hours 

of playback. A 
micro-USB cord 
is included for 

charging.
Online: 

x-mini.com, 
$24.99

GADGET WATCH

See and be seen with Nightstick flashlight

ITUNES MOVIESITUNES MUSIC APPSVIDEO GAMESSPOTIFY MUSIC
Top 10 albums on the iTunes Store 
for March 25:

1. “Shakira.” Shakira
2. “Frozen” (Original Motion Picture 
Soundtrack), Various Artists
3. “Unconditional,” Memphis May Fire
4. “Glee: The Music,” Glee Cast
5. “School of Roses,” Christon Gray
6. “Pulses,” Karmin
7. “Divergent” (Original Motion Picture 
Soundtrack) (Deluxe Version), Various 
Artists
8. “Majestic” (Deluxe Edition) (Live), 
Kari Jobe
9. “Help,” Erica Campbell
10. “Spring Break 6...Like We Ain’t 
Ever,” Luke Bryan

— Compiled by MCT

The top streamed tracks on Spotify 
from Mar. 17-23:

1. Katy Perry, “Dark Horse”
2. John Legend, “All of Me”
3. Jason Derulo, “Talk Dirty — feat. 2 
Chainz”
4. Bastille, “Pompeii”
5. Various Artists, “Let It Go”
6. Pharrell Williams, “Happy (from 
Despicable Me 2)”
7. Beyonce, “Drunk In Love”
8. Lorde, “Team”
9. The Chainsmokers, “#SELFIE 
— Original Mix”
10. Aloe Blacc, “The Man”

— Compiled by The Associated Press

Top 10 movies downloaded 
from the iTunes Store for March 25:

1. “Frozen”
2. “American 
Hustle”
3. “The Wolf of 
Wall Street”
4. “Saving Mr. 
Banks”
5. “The Hunger 
Games: Catching 
Fire”
6. “A.C.O.D.”
7. “The Hobbit: The 
Desolation of Smaug”
8. “12 Years a Slave”
9. “Dallas Buyers Club”
10. “Gravity”

— Compiled by MCT

Game Informer ranks the top 10 
Wii U games for March:

1. “Donkey Kong: Tropical Freeze,” 
Nintendo
2. “Super Mario 3D World,” Nintendo
3. “CastleStorm,” Zen Studios
4. “Lego The Movie Videogame,” 
Warner Bros.
5. “Dr. Luigi,” Nintendo
6. “Assassin’s Creed IV: Black Flag,” 
Ubisoft
7. “Deus Ex: Human Revolution 
— Director’s Cut,” Square Enix
8. “Lego Marvel Super Heroes,” War-
ner Bros.
9. “Skylanders Swap Force,” Activision
10. “The Legend of Zelda: Wind 
Waker HD,” Nintendo

— Compiled by MCT

Top 5 new paid apps for March 25:

ANDROID
1. Threes!
2. Link Bubble Pro
3. Facets
4. Papa’s Freezeria To Go!
5. Poke Craft

Top 5 paid apps for March 25:

APPLE
1. Minecraft — Pocket Edition
2. Loopy HD
3. Surgeon Simulator
4. Skyblock — Survival Game Mission 
Flying Island
5. Block Iron 3D (original) — Mini Sur-
vival FPS Craft & Multiplayer Game

— Compiled by MCT

 BY DERRIK J. LANG

The Associated Press

 In almost every spot imagin-
able at last week’s Game 
Developers Conference, there 
were indie game makers 

touting their latest creations in the 
hope of becoming the next “Mine-
craft” or “Gone Home.”

The biggest challenge facing the 
growing number of independent 
video game creators — those risk-
taking tinkerers who self-publish 
their own  titles — isn’t making, 
distributing or even funding their 
creative visions. It’s persuading 
people to buy their games.

“There’s just something about 
human interaction,” said Chris 
McQuinn, a designer at Toronto-
based indie developer DrinkBox 
Studios. “The ultimate goal is to 
meet someone who might cham-
pion your game — a fan who will 
go off and tell their friends about 
it. There’s no more powerful mes-
sage about a game than when it 
comes from a fan.”

 The majority of developers at 
GDC, the largest annual gathering 
of the gaming industry in the U.S. 

outside of the Electronic Enter-
tainment Expo in Los Angeles, 
are now classifying themselves as 
indie. In a poll conducted by GDC 
organizers of 2,600 attendees at 
last year’s show, 64 percent said 
they were self-publishing their 
current projects.

Advancements like crowd 
funding, easier-to-use develop-
ment tools and digital distribution 
services have made way for  indie 
creators crafting content mostly 
for PCs and mobile devices.  

Despite the rise of self-pub-
lishing, most indies lack the big 
marketing budgets and promo-
tional prowess of major publishers . 
Instead, indies typically rely on 
word-of-mouth to persuade gam-
ers to click download.

 Ultimately, an indie’s success 
comes down to the same query 
vexing all forms of entertainment: 
Is it any good?

“It’s tough,” said Jun Iwasaki, 
president of  GungHo Online En-
tertainment America Inc.  “The 
most important thing is the fi rst 
10 minutes of a game. If I want to 
keep playing, those are the games 
I want to work on.”

ON THE COVER: Shailene Woodley stars as Tris, a teenager whose 
special skills are seen as a threat to society, in the movie “Divergent.”

Summit Entertainment

JEFF CHIU/AP

Chaos Industries CEO Humberto Cervera, center, explains his game 
“Agent Awesome” to an attendee of the Game Developers Conference 
2014 on March 19 in San Francisco.  After capturing legitimacy in 
recent years, the biggest challenge now facing independent game 
makers is  convincing people to play their games.

Indie game makers
struggle to stand out

The X-Mini Me thumb-sized speaker offers 
big sound in a small package. The volume is 
controlled from the device outputting the music; 
all you do on the speaker is turn it on and off.

X-MINI/MCT

B
AYCO/MCT
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CHECK IT OUT
Events, entertainment and other ways to fill your free time

See Bacon
bust out his 
“Footloose”-

worthy moves
Actor Kevin Bacon has come a 
long way since his “Footloose” 
and fancy-free days in the ’80s. 
However, some moves — and 
causes — are hard to forget.
Bacon recently appeared on 
“The Tonight Show Starring 
Jimmy Fallon.” Host Fallon 
chose the occasion to proclaim 
that dancing would hereby be 
prohibited on the “Tonight” 
show. In response, Bacon let 
his still-smooth steps — and 
some cleverly spliced film clips 
— do his talking for him. Good 
thing he still had his cassette 
tape handy!
� Watch at tinyurl.com/ 
o2jo5jv

Find TV closure with
‘How I Met Your Mother’

The quirky television show “How I Met Your 
Mother” had some folks wonder-
ing if it had forgotten its central 
premise at times during its 
nine-season run. But “HIMYM” 
fans can rejoice, and mourn, the 
prospect of next week’s series 
finale. The show promises to
reveal The Mother’s name as 
Ted wraps up his tale for his kids 
of how he and their mom became a couple.
� “How I Met Your Mother” finale, parts 1 and 
2, air April 1 on AFN-Prime

“InFamous” sequel
a hit for PS4

Fortunately for “In-
Famous” fans and 
creators, the latest 
iteration, “Second 
Son,” is worthy of the 
hype. The superpow-
ers action simulator 
has players chasing 
a corrupt government of-
ficial through the streets of Seattle. The 
game should appeal to longtime
“InFamous” fans and newcomers alike.
� Video game review on Page 38

1

2 3 4
Give Skrillex’s first

official album a listen
Grammy-winning

electro-dubstep DJ 
Skrillex has legions 
of fans, but his first 
official album wasn’t 
widely released until 
this week. It’s more 
of the same — in 
other words, good.
� Profile and 

album review 
on Page 
23

Cristin Milioti, 
aka The Mother

LLOYD BISHOP/NBC

After Jimmy Fallon announces that “The Tonight Show” has banned dancing, actor Kevin Bacon breaks the rules with an epic entrance 
on March 21. Fallon also dropped a reminder sure to make Gen Xers feel old — “Footloose” was released 30 years ago.
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The Hold Steady
Teeth Dreams (Razor & Tie)

The Hold Steady is a garage 
band at heart, but it’s a two-car 
garage in a nice neighborhood, 
and there might be a Mercedes 
inside.

Singer Craig Finn and his 
mates have always come across 
like upper-middle-class prod-
ucts who are usually the old-
est, smartest guys at the party 
— and thus the ones who tell the 
most interesting stories. “‘Teeth 
Dreams,” the Brooklyn band’s 
sixth album, is filled with Finn’s 
characteristically compelling 
characters, mostly female, as he 
sings about bad company, simple 
minds, night moves, life in the 
fast lane, dancing the night away 
and Pink Floyd. Rock doesn’t 
come much more classic.

To help keep the ’70s alive, the 
Hold Steady doubles down on 
the guitars, and recent addition 
Steve Selvidge teams with band 
co-founder Tad Kubler to frame 
the songs with dense, shimmer-
ing sound. It’s often pretty, and 
it always packs plenty of punch. 
Horns? Strings? There’s no need 
when you’re a garage band.

— Steven Wine
The Associated Press

DANNY CLINCH/Courtesy of Big Hassle Media

The Hold Steady, from left: Bobby Drake, Steve Selvidge, Galen Polivka, Craig Finn and Tad Kubler.

Posthumous Cash album a personal project for son
BY RANDY LEWIS

Los Angeles Times

When asked for the story 
behind this week’s post-
humous release of Johnny 
Cash’s “Out Among the 

Stars,” a “lost” album recorded in the 
early ’80s with fabled Nashville pro-
ducer Billy Sherrill, his son, John Carter 
Cash, quickly reels off a laundry list of 
reasons.

“It seemed to be a cohesive body of 
work,” Cash, 44, said from the family’s 
headquarters in Hendersonville, Tenn. A 
few years ago he came across the never-
released recordings while organizing the 
bounty of archival materials left be-
hind by his father and his mother, June 
Carter Cash, after their deaths in 2003.

“Working with (project co-producer) 
Steve Berkowitz,” he said, “it struck us 
as a unique and beautiful Johnny Cash 
record.”

But more than that, “Out Among the 
Stars” is a strongly personal project 
for John Carter Cash, the only child of 
Johnny and June.

“When these tapes were rediscovered 
and I heard them again, I was reminded 
of this man who was my friend,” said 
Cash, who was 14 when most of the 
album’s songs were recorded in 1984. 
“He and I were very close in 1980s. So 

it’s a really personal connection for me 
to hear this.”

The album includes two duets between 
Johnny and June, including “Baby Ride 
Easy,” a song that Carlene Carter — 
June’s daughter from her first marriage 
to country star Carl Smith — introduced 
to her mother and stepfather. (Carter 
also makes a present-day guest appear-
ance on the recently completed track.)

There’s also a pairing of Cash and 
longtime pal Waylon Jennings on Hank 
Snow’s classic “I’m Movin’ On” and “She 
Used to Love Me a Lot,” a dark ballad of 
lost love that also appears in a haunting 

bonus track produced by Elvis Costello, 
who befriended Cash in the late 1970s.

Many longtime Cash fans are likely to 
find the album’s highlight to be “I Came 
to Believe,” one of two Cash originals. 
The song taps aspects of the recovery 
process that Cash experienced upon 
entering the Betty Ford Center in Palm 
Springs, Calif., after becoming addicted 
to pain medication.

“A lot of people don’t know it, but in 
the early ’80s he had struggled with 
addiction, he had dark times and almost 
broke off his relationship and marriage 
with mother. It was a tough time, it re-
ally was,” John Carter Cash said.

Cash was known throughout his life 
for his deep spiritual conviction, even 
when he wrestled with drug abuse in the 
1950s and 1960s that nearly took his life.

But while going through a 12-step 
program for the first time, Cash incor-
porated that experience into “I Came to 
Believe,” a waltz that stands as one of 
the most moving confessions of faith he 
ever recorded.

“When he came out (of the Betty Ford 
Center), after things had stabilized at 
home and it became apparent he was 
going to be a consistent human being 
again, he went into this period of great 
beauty within his soul,” John Carter 
Cash said. “That’s when he began to 
write a novel, called ‘Man in White,’ 

which was released not too long after 
that.”

One reason these recordings never 
surfaced previously is that most weren’t 
finished. John Carter Cash noted there 
were no guitar solos and that some of 
the other musical accompaniment was 
sparse, but not intentionally unadorned 
in the manner of his father’s latter-day 
recordings with producer Rick Rubin.

So Cash’s son enlisted friends to pro-
vide missing parts, among them Marty 
Stuart, who had been in his father’s 
band and played on some of the original 
sessions, as well as several respected 
country and Americana players includ-
ing Buddy Miller, Bryan Sutton and 
Jerry Douglas.

“It’s still Mr. Sherrill’s original pro-
duction,” John Carter Cash said, “and 
that’s one of the highlights of the project. 
The real highlight is my father’s boom-
ing voice. It was just one vocal take on 
all this stuff. His voice never sounded 
better.”

Although there remains more unre-
leased material in the Cash archives, 
John Carter Cash said releases will be 
handled judiciously.

“It has to be right,” he said. “It has to 
stand out and it’s got to be something 
unique. We won’t want to put out just 
another Johnny Cash recording.”
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Various Artists
Divergent: Original Motion Picture 
Soundtrack (Interscope Records)

The latest dystopian young 
adult big screen adaptation, “Di-
vergent,” has high expectations 
for the box office, although its 
soundtrack offers an uneven bag 
of tracks.

The film, highlighted by 
teenage angst overwrought by 
societal structure, could trans-
late into a group of edgy, resonat-

ing songs, but the reality is that 
few rise to the challenge. Ellie 
Goulding overcontributes with 
her brand of manic pixie dream 
girl electro pop on four tracks 
(three only on the non-digital 
version).

The first single — Zedd’s piano 
ballad turned triumphant dance 
song “Find You” — is neither 
convincing nor very inspiring to 
anyone other than the Saturday 
night club crowd. And Goulding’s 
“Beating Heart” is a stroke away 

from flatlining.
The album starts off slow with 

run-of-the-mill dance tracks 
before it gets bizarre and won-
derful with Tame Impala and 
Kendrick Lamar’s “Backwards,” 
which mixes a hypnotic ’60s 
sound with some epic rapping. 
M83’s “I Need You” takes a 
weird sax and blends it with an 
even weirder wailing Auto-tune. 
A$AP Rocky’s contribution, “In 
Distress,” is probably the most 
alienating and enticing of the 

whole album — the barky electro 
background is stabilized by his 
rapping, which turns into a me-
lodic howl. Pretty Lights’ “Lost 
and Found” adds another layer of 
meditative sounds, skipping back 
and forth from uplifting pop to 
an exotic string sound.

Overall, though, the 
soundtrack barely passes the 
aptitude test into the Dauntless.

— Cristina Jaleru
The Associated Press

 BY CHRIS TALBOTT

The Associated Press

 Skrillex is taking his inspiration 
from Kanye West these days.

The electronic music DJ and 
producer spent a little time with 

West, sharing a plane fl ight from Los 
Angeles to Las Vegas where each was to 
perform two years ago, and came away 
with an invitation to collaborate and an 
even deeper understanding of the pos-
sibilities in front of him.

“It was cool to see Kanye surrounded 
by all these creative people constantly on 
computers, approving stuff, coming up 
with ideas — the constant machine that 
Kanye was in the middle of,” said Skril-
lex, whose real name is Sonny Moore. 
“And it reminded me a lot of my crew. We 
have so much going on 24-7 and we’re al-
ways on our computers, we’re all approv-
ing stuff and going back and forth with 
ideas. And to see him do it on a massive 
level is really cool. He’s just so involved 
with every aspect of his career.”

The 26-year-old Grammy Award win-
ner has decided to emulate that model, 
and has begun building a creative center 
in downtown Los Angeles he calls The 
Nest. Eventually the goal is to have a 
space for friends — musicians and pro-
ducers and members of his record label, 
OWSLA, but also other creatives in the 
visual and fashion world — to use as a 
hub, much in the way West keeps scores 
of satellites in orbit around him.

Skrillex’s fi rst offi cial album, “Recess,” 
out this week, is one of the most complex 
examples of this way of thinking. It was 
recorded as he toured the world and unfet-
tered by corporate rules. His record label, 
Atlantic Records, had almost no input be-
fore it received the album, and is working 
mainly as a distributor and promoter.

“All the creative comes from us sitting 
together and vibing out,” Moore said in a 
phone interview of his collaborators and 
business partners. “I’m making music 
and they’re working on other artist stuff 
and we just kind of have this synergy 
going on that really bypasses the steps 
of having to deal with a label and having 
to clear something through them, and 
hopefully they’ll get out there and sell 
the record. It doesn’t have that (old label 

system) vibe. It’s a whole different way 
of being. It’s pure, you know?”

Instead of taking a seven-fi gure 
advance, Moore recorded “Recess” in 
much the way he’s produced previous 
records — on the fl y all over the world. 
As he played shows for a growing 
number of fans, he’d selectively invite 
new collaborators to join him as he 
made stops in New York, Los Angeles, 
Canada and the United Kingdom.

While in South Korea, he hooked up 
with G-Dragon and the YG Entertain-
ment crew at the suggestion of Diplo and 
the result was “Dirty Vibe.” He caught 
up with old friend Chance the Rapper 
at a show in Seattle and they banged out 
“Coast is Clear” overnight with a full 
band.

“Recess” is the fi rst formal release 
Moore has put out under the Skrillex 
moniker since 2011’s “Bangarang” EP. 
He spent much of 2013 occupied with 
touring as Skrillex and with his band, 
Dog Blood. He scored Harmony Korine’s 
“Spring Breakers” and worked on music 
obsessively. “Recess,” it turns out, is just 
the initial salvo in 2014.

“This album is kind of like the fi rst 
wave of a lot more stuff to come, just 
(songs) fl ying out left and right kind of 
thing,” he said. “That’s kind of what 
to expect: spontaneous releases. ... 
There’s so many other collabora-
tions that I can’t really say yet but 
that have been left over from the re-
cord that I’m going to release soon 
that are so dope. I’m excited for the 
new stuff to come out that no one’s 
heard yet.”

Skrillex
Recess (Owsla/Big Beat/Atlantic)

Skrillex is this generation’s rave king, 
a sultan of sub-bass EDM whose singu-
lar look (shaved sides, long locks, thick 
glasses) and double sound (dub-step’s 
room-shaking wub, techno’s deep drops) 
made him a hero to fans, remix clients 
and fellow producer/DJs alike.

He recently released “Recess,” his 
fi rst solo album, fi rst as an Android and 
iPhone app called Alien Ride. Now it’s 

out as a CD. “Re-
cess” plays with 
the electro-music 
form, both revel-
ing in and toying 
with his personal 
musical signatures. 
The hard-line “All 
Is Fair in Love 
and Brostep” both 

plays up and defl ates the boot-stomping 
machismo of dub-step. “Coast Is Clear,” 
with guest Chicago sensation Chance 

the Rapper, injects a delectable, dance-
hop feel into the proceedings while 
bringing in buoyant brass and lush vocal 
harmonies for something fl eshly and 
real. Speaking of fl eshly and real, we 
really get both when Skrillex calls upon 
Philly’s Diplo, whose grungy “Dirty 
Vibe” is aptly titled. Even when catchy, 
some of “Recess” can sometimes sound 
samey. Still, as far as samey goes, it’s a 
good samey.

— A.D. Amorosi
The Philadelphia Inquirer

 INVISION/AP

Electronic musician/producer ramps up 
ambition as he releases his first album 
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Introducing the rest of the ‘Divergent’ players

Hollywood embraces Shailene Woodley 

 BY RICK BENTLEY

The Fresno Bee 

 Shailene Woodley plays the cen-
tral character of Tris in the new 
action fi lm “Divergent.” But the 
fi lm features a large supporting 

cast. Here’s a look at some of the others 
involved with making the action fi lm.

Ansel Elgort
Plays: Caleb, Tris’ brother

You know him from: He 
was in the recent remake of 
“Carrie.”

On turning the book into 
a movie: “I think the world is 
really three-dimensional. It’s 
impressive because to have 
this kind of movie, that’s the 
fi rst in a series, you have 
to introduce a whole world. 

Introduce all the factions. Introduce all the 
characters. And then you have to tell a story on 
top of it.”

Mekhi Phifer
Plays: Max, the top dog in the military-ori-

ented Dauntless.
You know him from: Spent 

years working in the “ER.”
On being in a big-budget 

action movie: “This was an 
interesting journey for me 
because I have never done a 
sequel-based fi lm. I am use 
to being able to understand 

what the character’s arc is in any given script 
by reading it from beginning to end. In this, I 
had certain things I knew I wanted to bring. It 
was interesting because I didn’t know where the 
character was going.”

Miles Teller
Plays: Peter, a member of Dauntless.
You know him from: He kicked up his heels 

in the remake of “Footloose.”
On how he sees his 

character: “I don’t think 
anyone wakes up and says 
‘I’m going to be mean today.’ 
I think it comes from some 
kind of inner confl ict and 
struggle, which (author) 
Veronica (Roth) talks about 
in her later books. Peter has 

a really nice arc by the end of it.”

Maggie Q
Plays: Tori, a Dauntless member who unwill-

ingly becomes a mentor for Tris.
You know her from: She starred in the CW 

Network series “Nikita.”
On giving Tori depth: 

“When you are in the Daunt-
less faction, they are known 
for their bravery. They’re 
a tough faction, and that 
can be a little fl at and cold. 
You don’t want that. You 
want the undertone to read 
properly when you are doing 
a fi lm like this, so you aren’t 

just watching a bunch of mean, driven group of 

people. What makes Tori engaging and mysteri-
ous is that line between what’s felt and what’s 
expressed.”

Tony Goldwyn
Plays: Andrew, Tris’ father.
You know him from: He plays the president 

on “Scandal.”
On his “Divergent” character: “I had read 

the book and the character 
is similar to the book. I’ll say 
that (director) Neil Burger in 
developing the book into the 
screenplay really fl eshed out 
some of the some of the sec-
ondary characters more than 
they are in the book. He took 
a strong point of view with 
Andrew, where I think you 

have a lot of compassion and connection to our 
family which is really useful in telling the story.”

Jai Courtney
Plays: Eric, one of the leaders of Dauntless.
You know him from: He starred opposite Bruce 

Willis in last year’s “A Good 
Day to Die Hard.”

On how he plays the 
character different from the 
book: “I actually wanted to 
make Eric a little more likable 
than he seemed on the page. 
When you have a cast of 
characters like this, they can 
feel a little functional. The 

challenge was to try and do something about that 
and dig in and fi nd out what his motivation was.”

Ben Lloyd-Hughes
Plays: Will, a new Dauntless member.

You know him from: He 
was in the British TV series 
“The Hour.”

On playing the character: 
“The challenge in playing Will 
is — because he has all the 
facts and is a complete know-
it-all — to not make him Dr. 
Exposition so that everything 
he says is not about just 
moving the story along. The 

warmth of his character comes out in the fi lm.” 

Theo James
Plays: Four, the instructor who connects with 

Tris.
You know him from: His “Downton Abbey” 

character died after having sex with Lady Mary.
On fi nding the elements to play Four: “I had 

an immediate affi nity with the character. I think 
we share certain qualities. 
You tend to try and use every-
thing you share with a charac-
ter in everything you do. I love 
this person who you don’t 
know what he’s thinking. He’s 
the type of person when he 
walks into a room, doesn’t 
need to be the loudest voice, 
but you still feel his presence. 

He’s not someone who speaks too much, but 
you know he’s thinking all the time. He’s a very 
perceptive person. On top of that, there’s kind of 
a dangerous stillness I felt he had when reading 
the book and the script.”

 BY ROGER MOORE

McClatchy-Tribune News Service  

The young actor Ansel Elgort has 
worked with Shailene Woodley in 
two fi lms. And he has a sugges-
tion for anyone meeting her.

“My advice to people, when they’re 
fi rst meeting Shailene, is to hug her back,” 

Elgort says . “You are going to be hugged, so 
be ready.”

“I do love a good hug,” admits Woodley, 
whose work on TV in “The Secret Life of 

an American Teenager” led to breakout fi lm 
performances in “The Descendants” and last 

summer’s “The Spectacular Now.”
Critics and her peers noticed right 
away her open-eyed, open-hearted 

transparency, the way any fi lm 
she takes on instantly feels 

more real just because she’s 
in it.

“ ‘Authentic’ is the right 
word for her,” says author 

Veronica Roth. Roth 
wrote the “Divergent” 

series, the sci-fi  
novels that Hol-

lywood is predict-
ing could become 
the next “Hun-
ger Games.”  
“Shailene’s not 

afraid to go places, 
playing it from the 

gut. Vulnerable.”
Elgort, who plays 

Woodley’s character’s 
brother in “Divergent” and 

her love interest in this June’s 
“The Fault in Our Stars,” agrees. 

“It’s science fi ction. You need some-
body as real as her to make it real.”

For her part, Woodley doesn’t consider that acting, “not
so much a skill as just how I am.” Maybe it’s something 
she picked up. Maybe she was born with it.

“I’m astrologically a triple water sign (Nov. 15, a 
Scorpio), so I’m basically an emotional, watery mess,” 
Woodley jokes. “But I grew up with two psychologist 
parents, which explains a lot. They established feeling 
and compassion in me in a very young age. I wonder if 
that helped me connect, emotionally, with someone re-
ally easily.”

“Divergent” depicts a dystopian future where teens 
choose their lifelong career path, their tribe or “faction,” 
whether they’ll be warriors or rulers or thinkers or labor-
ers, based on their true natures — nurturing or brave, 
imaginative or cogs in the agricultural or manufacturing 
faction that makes this world work. Roth admits to being a
fan of “The Hunger Games” novels and owns up — a little 
— to the resemblance between the two series.

But “Divergent” — to be followed by “Insurgent” and 
“Allegiant,” as Woodley’s character, Tris, fi nds herself 
and sets herself up in opposition to the rigid social struc-
ture she’s born into — has the best “Young Adult” bona 
fi des of any book turned to fi lm series in that genre. It’s 
not just the stars who are young (Woodley is 22, Elgort 
just turned 20). Roth, the novelist, is only  25 herself.

“The choices real teenagers have to make at 16, 17 or 
18, feel like these life-and-death decisions,” Roth says. 
“It’s their emotional reality. I felt that at 16, this pres-
sure to get it right the fi rst time. People change majors, 
change colleges, change jobs. But when you’re 16, 17, you
don’t have that perspective yet.”

Woodley felt that herself as she pondered whether 
to tackle her fi rst “franchise.” She’s spent a couple of 
years as a “critic’s darling,” making movies that did not 
become the sort of life-altering blockbusters that “The 
Hunger Games” did. That fi lm series changed “Winter’s 
Bone” starlet Jennifer Lawrence into the hottest acting 
property in Hollywood, and a tabloid favorite.

“I had to decide if I wanted something this big in my 
life,” Woodley says. “I’m grateful that I did, because I 
have no regrets and I know that thinking about it more 
made it easier to see it was the right decision.” 

 With a starring role in the “Divergent” 
trilogy , Shailene Woodley’s star is on 
the rise. The 22-year-old will also play 
opposite Ansel Elgort, her “Divergent” 
co-star, in the upcoming fi lm “The Fault in 
Our Stars,” a romance about two physically 
damaged teens who fall in love in a support 
group for cancer patients. 
JORDAN STRAUSS, INVISION/AP
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BY MICHAEL O’SULLIVAN

The Washington Post

It’s rare that a movie is as 
good as the book on which 
it’s based. It’s even more 
unusual when it’s better.

With the fi lm adaptation of 
“Divergent,” the fi rst novel in Ve-
ronica Roth’s trilogy of dystopian 
thrillers, director Neil Burger 
(“Limitless”) has crafted a 
popcorn fl ick that’s leaner, more 
propulsive and more satisfying 
than the bestseller that inspired 
it. Screenwriters Evan Daugh-
erty and Vanessa Taylor have 
cut the fat, picked up the pace 
and sharpened Roth’s themes 
celebrating individualism and 
ingenuity, which were muted in 
Roth’s somewhat sluggish and 
overlong telling. Daugherty and 
Taylor have even come up with 
an ending that more cleverly uti-
lizes the story’s teenage heroine 
Tris (Shailene Woodley) without 
changing the outcome.

 Set in a post-apocalyptic 
Chicago that is walled off from 
the rest of the world by a massive 
rampart, “Divergent” imagines 
a society in which the citizenry 
is divided into fi ve monolithic 

factions according to personal-
ity. Municipal government is con-
trolled by the Abnegation faction, 
an ascetic class given to self-sac-
rifi ce and altruism. Candor runs 
the courts; Amity, a commune of 
hippielike agrarians, works the 

fi elds; and the Erudite pursue 
scientifi c advancement. Security 
is left in the hands of the Daunt-
less, a group of soldiers so intrep-
id they might better be called the 
Young and the Reckless.

It’s the Dauntless faction that 
Tris joins when, at 16, she is 
allowed to declare a new alle-
giance. Although all adolescents 
are given aptitude tests to deter-
mine factional affi nity, they are 
also allowed the opportunity to 

remain in the community of their 
birth or to select another .

As the book and movie title 
would indicate, Tris — by birth a 
member of Abnegation — is “di-
vergent,” meaning that she has 
equal aptitude for more than one 
faction. Although that makes her 
merely human, it also means that 
she’s harder to corral and must 
hide her capabilities.

In the world of “Divergent,” 
it’s human nature that got people 

into the mess they’re in. Segre-
gating them into neat little pods, 
not by color, but by character, 
seems as good — or as bad — a 
solution as any.

 The fi rst part of the fi lm focus-
es mainly on Tris’ initiation as a 
member of Dauntless . A hand-
some, brooding trainer known 
as Four (Theo James) takes her 
under his bulging biceps, even as 
Tris earns closer scrutiny from 
some jealous recruits.

Later, Tris’ contrariness 
catches the eye of the evil 
Erudite leader, Jeanine (Kate 
Winslet), who is plotting a coup 
against Abnegation with the help 
of an army of doped-up Daunt-
less robots.

Visually, “Divergent” delights, 
creating a believably decaying 
Chicago . Woodley also makes 
for an appealingly complex Tris, 
a heroine whose sense of loss 
at leaving her family behind 
— along with her sense of iden-
tity — is tempered by the thrill 
of discovering new powers, both 
moral and physical. 
“Divergent” is rated PG-13 for violence, 
some obscenity and disturbing themat-
ic material. Running time: 130 minutes.

WEEKEND: MOVIES

 BY JESSICA HERNDON

The Associated Press

 “Divergent,” the lat-
est young adult 
novel poised to 
become a block-

buster movie, meets all the crite-
ria for the YA genre: The movie 
is adapted from a best-seller; the 
story is rooted in sci-fi ; and the 
cast consists of hot, young stars-
to-be. But unlike the “Twilight” 
and “The Hunger Games” series, 
this one was actually written by 
someone under 30.

In 2011, writer Veronica Roth 
was just 22 years old when her 
book hit shelves.  It landed on the 
New York Times children’s best-
seller list, where it remained 
for 11 weeks. She followed it up 
with the sequel “Insurgent” and 
completed her trilogy with “Alle-
giant.” Her books have sold more 
than 11 million copies.

Summit Entertainment, the 
same studio behind the “Twi-
light” franchise, acquired the 
fi lm rights before the fi rst copy 
of “Divergent” was sold. “It’s 
been surreal,” Roth said during a 
recent interview. “When I found 
out Summit wanted to make a 
movie, I was like, ‘They want to 
do what?’ I was really nervous, 
but I was relieved when it started 
doing well. That they were inter-
ested was really encouraging.” 

During an interview with The 

Associated Press, Roth talked 
about letting the studio take her 
book and run with it, the in-
evitable comparisons with “The 
Hunger Games” and how she’s 
grown as a writer.

 The Associated Press: The 
fi rst time you saw the fi lm adap-
tation of “Divergent,” did it look 
the way you’d envisioned it?

Roth: Not until I saw the 
shot of the Sears Tower (now 
Chicago’s Willis Tower) and the 
characters going into the choos-
ing ceremony did I really go, 
“Oh that’s really it.” I got really 
emotional. And I was happy 
because I didn’t want any sleek 
or super polished future, and it 
does look kind of destroyed. You 
can’t micromanage the movie 
adaptation of your book. First of 
all, they won’t let you. Second of 
all, I didn’t want to. 

Your stories have been com-
pared to writer Suzanne Collins’ 
“The Hunger Games” series. 
Both focus on heroines in dysto-
pian societies. Feel any pressure 
to match the box-offi ce numbers 
of those adaptations?

 I think it’s a double-edged 
sword. I try not to think about 
it, but I don’t succeed most of 
the time. “The Hunger Games” 
did something remarkable. So 
in that sense, it’s a fl attering 
comparison. But you can’t hope 
to replicate that experience. It 
was unique.

 What are your thoughts on 
the casting choices of Shailene 
Woodley as the character Tris 
and Theo James as Four?

 (Shailene and Theo) transport-
ed me right away. They had great 
chemistry. That is what I was 
most concerned about because 
that has to carry the story.

 What was the inspiration for 
the story?

 My freshman year of college I 
learned about exposure therapy, 
which is a method of treating 
anxiety and phobia. Someone is 
repeatedly exposed to the thing 
that makes them afraid, so they 
become habituated to it. I wanted 
to use it in a sci-fi  context.

 Writer Stephenie Meyer was 
31 when her fi rst book from 
the “Twilight” collection came 
out. Suzanne Collins was 46 
when the fi rst novel from her 
“The Hunger Games” trilogy 
released. How does it feel to be 
a young adult generating young 
adult material?

 I feel acutely aware of how 
young I am. In a way that is good. 
It’s productive. It makes me real-
ize that I should be growing as a 
writer and a person.

 How have you grown as a 
writer?

 I take things that I am put-
ting on the page more seriously 
now. In the subsequent books I 
thought more about violence and 
young people. It’s very serious. 

That doesn’t mean I’m limit-
ing the content. I just handle it 
different[ly]. In terms of writing 
skill, I think more detail and less 
repetition.

 Does the pressure to produce 
a good follow-up weigh on you?

 It depends on the day. The only 
time I’m able to write is when I 
can let that go. It’s been help-
ful to have a series fi nished and 
think that whatever I do next just 

gets to exist between me and my 
screen for as long as I want it to. 
It’s a way of coaching myself into 
relaxing.

 Have you fi nished your next 
book?

 I wrote a collection of short 
stories that’s coming out in July. 
(The collection is told from 
Four’s perspective.) It’s kind of a 
prequel to “Divergent.” I’m just 
fi nishing them now. 

Roth puts the young 
in young adult genre

‘Divergent’ plays better on screen than in the book
New on base
“Divergent” is playing at 
the following facilities: 
Europe
Mildenhall, Ansbach, 
Baumholder, Grafenwöhr, 
Hohenfels, Ramstein, 
Spangdahlem, Stuttgart, 
Vilseck, Wiesbaden, 
Aviano, Sigonella, Vicenza 
and Brunssum.
Pacifi c
Atsugi, Showboat, Village, 
Benny Decker, Fleet, Negi-
shi, Yokota, Zama, Foster, 
Futenma, Hansen, Kadena, 
Kinser, Schwab, Courtney, 
Yongsan South Post no. 1, 
Casey, Henry, Kunsan and 
Osan.
Online: divergentthemovie.
com

 ANNIE I. BANG, INVISION/AP

Author Veronica Roth was just 22 when her book, “Divergent,” the 
fi rst in a trilogy set in a dystopian Chicago of the future, hit shelves.   

Author, 25, on success of ‘Divergent,’ fi lm adaptation  

JAAP BUITENDIJK, SUMMIT ENTERTAINMENT/AP

Shailene Woodley, left, and Theo James, center, star in “Divergent.”
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 BY ANN HORNADAY

 The Washington Post

When “The Mup-
pets” came out in 
2011, it was the 
fi rst Muppet movie 

to hit theaters in more than a 
decade; the collective exhale was 
palpable — and profi table — as 
millions of relieved fans fl ocked 
to see their beloved yarn-and-
wire characters mix it up with 
Jason Segel and Amy Adams in 
what amounted to Muppets 2.0. 
The fi lm was such an unex-
pected smash that it earned Jim 
Henson’s creations their very 
fi rst Oscar (well, not counting 
the Grouch) for the brilliant song 
“Man or Muppet.”

“Muppets Most Wanted” can’t 
re-bottle that particular brand of 
lightning, but it does a terrifi c job 
trying .

Written and directed by 
“Muppets” fi lmmaker James 
Bobin, with an assist from co-
screenwriter Nicholas Stoller, 
the story picks up where “The 
Muppets” ended, with the troupe 
back together and contemplating 
their professional future. Enter 
would-be road manager Dominic 
Badguy (Ricky Gervais),  who lav-
ishes the Muppets with promises 
of sold-out continental venues 
and stardom while a suspicious 
Kermit reluctantly goes along.

It turns out that the European 
tour Badguy has arranged dove-
tails diabolically with a plan he’s 
hatched with an evil green Rus-
sian frog named Constantine, who 
could be Kermit’s double save for 
a menacing brown mole on his lip. 
Mistaken identities and high jinks 
— on stage and off — ensue.

The Muppets take Berlin; 
Badguy and Constantine smash-
and-grab their way from Madrid 
to Dublin to London; and Kermit 
languishes in a Siberian prison 
camp, befriending convicts  (Ray 
Liotta and Danny Trejo) and 
winning the heart of a soulful 
guard named Nadya (Tina Fey).

 In a very funny turn, “Modern 
Family’s” Ty Burrell plays a 
Clouseauvian Interpol agent. The 
one discordant note comes by 
way of the gulag gags: With Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin 
enthusiastically reviving that 
country’s most oppressive totali-
tarian past, making light of what 
now seems too real might strike 
adult viewers as, if not tasteless, 
then at least unfortunately timed.  

 Like most of “Muppets Most 
Wanted,” the wittiest jokes and 
cameo appearances are designed 
to soar far over the heads of 
young fi lmgoers and into the ata-
vistic pop consciousness of their 
adult companions. As for the 
youngsters, it’s up to individual 
parents to decide whether the 
sight of Kermit being wheeled 
into jail trussed up like Han-
nibal Lecter is a tad too dark for 
Junior’s delicate sensibilities, 
or whether their littlest charges 
will truly appreciate an opening 
production number that invokes 
Busby Berkeley and Ingmar 
Bergman in addition to the Mup-
pets’ own cherished oeuvre.

The title of that song, by the 

way, is “We’re Doing a Sequel,” 
a clever Hollywood sendup that 
fi rmly establishes the fi lm’s gov-
erning tone of sly, self-referential 
irony. Gervais and Fey turn out 
to be the ideal human foils for 
that enterprise, playing along 
with game professionalism and 
never letting the audience see 
them wink (at least not too obvi-
ously). Kermit, Miss Piggy and 
the rest of the gang might pick 
up life lessons about the dangers 
of getting everything you want, 
the value of loyalty and the im-
portance of listening to your gut, 
but their grown-up chaperones 
will simply be grooving on the 
songs, inside jokes and zestfully 
calibrated mayhem. In perhaps 
the toughest test of all, “Muppets 
Most Wanted” fi gures out how to 
end on a genuinely hilarious note 
— or, in this case, lack of one.  
 “Muppets Most Wanted” is rated PG 
for  some mild action. Running time: 112 
minutes. 

 BY FRANK LOVECE

Newsday 

Mary Tyler Moore turned the world on 
with her smile. Tina Fey turned the 
world on with her “Blerg!” “Dorp!” 
“Nerds!” and other off-kilter utter-

ances as Liz Lemon on “30 Rock.” That farcical 
NBC comedy about a late-night sketch show, 
echoing Fey’s experience as the fi rst female head 
writer of “Saturday Night Live,” won boatloads of 
Emmys and helped make Fey a movie leading lady 
with comedies such as “Baby Mama” (2008), “Date 
Night” (2010) and “Admission” (2013).

In “Muppets Most Wanted,”  Fey, 43, plays Nadya, 
a guard at the Siberian gulag where Kermit the 
Frog has been imprisoned.

 Newsday: I’ll ask you what I asked (“30 Rock” 
co-star) Alec Baldwin when he did a Russian 
accent in “Rise of the Guardians”: How do you 
choose between realistic and Boris Badenov?

 Fey: What did Alec say?
 Hmm. I’d have to look it up. Keep talking while 

I do that.
 I feel like it’s a fi ne line between the two — it’s 

a pretty crazy accent. I tried to do a real one, but 
then I think we all jacked it up on certain words, 
like, obviously, “Kyier-mit” — a really great name 
for a Russian accent.

 OK, here’s what Alec said: “It wound up being 
pretty Boris Badenov, but that was a choice.”

 Alec is pretty good at accents. We had a dialect 
coach for this movie, Jill McCullough. From the 
time you got there in the morning, she would talk 
to you in whatever accent you were supposed to be 
doing, and then she’d turn around to, like, an Irish 
crew guy and talk to him in an Irish dialect and 
then talk to someone from North London in a North 
London accent. I love her.

 I should probably ask, what’s your take on Alec’s 
New York magazine article (in which he expressed 
great frustration over several people and things, 
though not “30 Rock” nor Fey).

 I didn’t read it, because I think I thought, “Yeah, 
I pretty much know this spiel.”

 You’ve talked about being awkward-looking in 
your youth. But you ranked in Maxim one year and 
on People’s “Most Beautiful People” list. When did 
you get hot?

 That remains to be seen, Frank. It comes and 
goes like the wind.

 You’re too modest. Even in (the web series) 
“Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee,” where it’s 
not like your Vanity Fair cover with full hair and 
makeup, you look great.

 Thank you! Look, it’s part of being a woman 
and it’s kind of a shame, but you have to be a little 
conscious of the way you look. I can’t roll like Louis 
CK and just be [like], “Hey, let’s shoot.”

 So you were at Second City, and landed a writing 
position at “Saturday Night Live.” What was it like 
getting the news?

 I think the fi rst person I called when I heard 
was (former Second City cast mate) Amy Poehler. 
She was already living in New York and I started 
crying because I was sort of overwhelmed — they 
literally gave me one week to pack up my apart-
ment in Chicago and move to New York. And my 
boyfriend at the time — now my husband — was 
going to have to stay in Chicago for work, and I was 
kind of overwhelmed ... I remember Amy laughing 
and she was like, “How much money is it?” It was 
certainly the most money any of us had made, and 
she was, like, laughing really hard, like, “You gotta 
do this!”

 Last thing: You have my favorite line in “Mup-
pets Most Wanted.”

 Really! What is it?
  “Goodnight, Danny Trejo!”
 I think we may have come up with that on the 

fl y, but I can’t remember. I don’t think it was in the 
script. I’d have to check. But I’m so glad it’s your 
favorite line!

 Well, then ... Goodnight, Tina Fey!
 Goodnight, Frank! 

‘Muppets Most Wanted’: 
A European tour de farce

Tina Fey talks accents, role in new Muppets fi lm

Guarding ‘Kyier-mit’

WEEKEND: MOVIES

New on base
“Muppets Most Wanted” is 
playing at the following: 
Europe
Mildenhall, Ansbach, 
Baumholder, Grafenwöhr, 
Hohenfels, Ramstein, 
Spangdahlem, Stuttgart, 
Vilseck, Wiesbaden, Aviano, 
Sigonella, Vicenza and 
Brunssum.
Pacifi c
Atsugi, Showboat, Village, 
Benny Decker, Negishi, Yo-
kota, Zama, Foster, Kadena, 
Kinser, Courtney, Yongsan 
South Post No. 1, Casey, 
Henry, Kunsan and Osan.
Online: muppets.disney.
com/muppets-most-wanted

Check movie listings for base theaters at stripes.com/military-life

JAY MAIDMENT,  DISNEY/AP

 Starring Tina Fey,  “Muppets Most Wanted” takes Kermit, Miss Piggy and the gang on an overseas tour. 



Friday, March 28, 2014

Laughs on high
While many ski resorts   hold 

concerts featuring top artists to 
open and close their ski seasons, 
here’s a pairing you don’t see 
often: skiing and comedians. 

Beginning Monday through 
April 4, Mayrhofen, Austria, will 
be the site of the Altitude! Com-
edy Festival, with a lineup fea-
turing acts hailing mainly from 
the United Kingdom. Comedians 
taking the stage at continental 
Europe’s biggest comedy festival 
include Al Murray, John Bishop, 
Tommy Tiernan, Terry Alder-
ton, Andrew Marshall, Nina 
Conti, Fred MacAuley, Rainer 
Hersch and a slew of others. 

With performances across 
various small venues, the shows 
promise a  personal feel. Each 
evening will feature three 
shows, the fi rst  at 5, followed by 
performances at 7:30 and 11:30.

Single-day tickets cost from 
30 pounds to 55 pounds (about 
$50 to $91), depending on who’s 
 onstage that evening. Those 
up for fi ve days of laughs can 
purchase a festival wristband on 
site for 199 euros (about $275). 

With nearly 400 miles of 
runs, 167 lifts and gondolas, the 
country’s steepest piste and a 
terrain park, Mayrhofen should 
bring about smiles as well with 
its ski conditions. 

Learn more and see the com-
plete lineup at altitudefestival.
com. 

Florence on two wheels
Cycling enthusiasts hunting for 

new wheels or looking to upgrade 
their current gear might want 
to attend Bicifi , or the Florence 
Bike Festival, taking place at the 
Italian city’s centrally located 
Parco delle Cascine through 
Sunday.

The second edition of this event 
combines a trade show, shows, 
exhibitions and other activities. 
A bike test area allows enthusi-
asts to see the latest technology 
in street, MTB and city bikes, 
whereas old-school types can 
peruse the vintage market. 

A highlight on Saturday is an 
acrobatic dirt bike performance. 
On Sunday, a cycling school for 
ages 3 to 5 will get the youngest 
set on wheels; ages 7 through 12 
can check out a cycling course 
geared to their abilities. 

A single-day admission ticket 
 costs 10 euros (about $14.20); a 
pass allowing access on all three 
days is 20 euros. 

The “Gran Fondo” is an 
87-mile-long cycle race set for 
Sunday. Late registration for this 
serious race on a steep course 
is possible during the festival 
and costs 50 euros. Spectators 
can watch the cyclists passing 
through the streets of the histori-
cal center. 

Learn more at bicifi .it (Italian 
only).

‘Thrones’ filming sites
Fans of the smash hit TV series 

“Game of Thrones” might have 
their eyes glued to things other 
than the show’s scenic backdrop, 
but if those craggy coasts and 
enchanted forests have captured 
the imagination, a journey to 
Northern Ireland  could be just 
the ticket. 

Ireland’s national tourist board 
has put together information for 
those interested in a tour through 
some of the show’s most striking 
fi lming locations. One-, two- and 
three-day self-drive itineraries 
are proposed in downloadable 
brochures that pair references to 
the  TV locations with the history 
and legends of the area. 

As a portion of the drive takes 
on the famed Causeway Coastal 
Route, the sites along the way are 
bound to delight those unfamiliar 
with the series, too.  

Visit tinyurl.com/l3mqpz9

THE EUROPE EXPERIENCE

TOP TRAVEL PICKS

Karen Bradbury

See the Europe Traveler blog
at stripes.com/travel/
europe-travel

Looking for even more to do? For additional events, concerts and activities, go to stripes.com/military-life

EuropeWEEKEND

DO THIS:
See the new ‘zooborns’

Mother Nature selected spring as 
the season when most baby ani-
mals enter the world, just in time 
for mild weather and plentiful food 
supplies and to have time to reach 
maturity and self-suffi ciency before 
winter rolls in. Thus, zoos every-
where are welcoming a new crop of  
“zooborns.”

Last week, three German zoos in-
troduced new arrivals to the public. 

At top left, 14-week-old polar bear 
twins made their public debut on 
March 19 at the Hellabrunn zoo in 
Munich as they frolicked with their 
mother, Giovanna. The cubs were 
born Dec. 9, 2013.

Below left: Also on March 19, a 
photographer snapped this shot of 
meerkat cubs cuddling up to adult 
meerkats in an outdoor enclosure 
at the zoo in Erfurt, Germany. 
The meerkat babies were born 
Feb. 21. 

Right: A gorilla mother named 
Kumili was photographed hold-
ing her newborn at the zoo in 
Leipzig, Germany, on March 
20. The baby gorilla was born 
during the night between March 
10 and 11, and its sex is still 
unknown. It’s the second gorilla 
baby born within four months at 
the zoo.  

AP photos

The Associated Press

Angela Lansbury has Brit-
ish critics spellbound with her 
performance as a dotty mystic 
in “Blithe Spirit” on the London 
stage.

The 88-year-old performer is 
appearing in the West End for 
the fi rst time in almost 40 years 
as medium Madame Arcati in 
Noel Coward’s supernatural 
farce. She won a Tony for the 
role on Broadway in 2009.

The Daily Telegraph’s Charles 
Spencer praised Lansbury’s 
“astonishing energy and comic 
panache” in the production . In 
the Times of London, Dominic 
Maxwell said Lansbury’s “amaz-
ing precision and vim” were 
“a master-class in character 
comedy.”

 Meanwhile, Britain’s National 

Theatre announced upcom-
ing highlights, including new 
plays by theatrical giants Tom 
Stoppard and David Hare 
and the stage return of Ralph 
Fiennes.

The theater said Hare’s 
adaptation of Katherine 
Boo’s acclaimed book about 
Mumbai, “Behind the Beauti-
ful Forevers,” will open in 
November. Stoppard’s as-yet-
untitled play will run from 
January 2015.

Fiennes, currently on-
screen in Wes Anderson’s 
“The Grand Budapest Hotel,” 
will star in George Bernard 
Shaw’s political-philosophical 
drama “Man and Superman” 
beginning in February.

The coming year will also 
see a trilogy by Rona Munro 

about three 15th-
century Scottish 
kings — a timely 
co-production with 
the National The-
atre of Scotland as 
Scots prepare to 
vote on indepen-
dence in Septem-
ber.

Artistic director 
Nicholas Hytner 
said the plays are 
“very much about 
Scottish identity.” 

Read about Brit-
ish theater at: ti-
nyurl.com/lse7ags

AP 

Angela Lansbury returns to the West End 
for the fi rst time in nearly 40 years in the 
play “Blithe Spirit” by Noel Coward.  

JUST THE TICKET:

Check out theater in London
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BY GREGORY BROOME

Stars and Stripes

The Nibelungenmu-
seum in Worms, 
Germany, is an 
immersive, multi-

sensory experience based 
on “Das Nibelungenlied,” 
an epic German poem dat-
ing back centuries. In its 
constant retelling, the poem 
has morphed into a relent-
lessly confusing story, and 
the museum delves into its 
many convolutions in exten-
sive detail. 

It’s understandable if this 
brief description makes the 
museum seem dull. And 
for some, it might be. But 
for others, it might prove 
deeply interesting. I studied 
literature in college, and 
a deep dive into a long, 
ponderous and occasionally 
tedious text still carries 
some appeal for me. If you 
allow it, the museum and 
the remarkable story it 
chronicles might just fasci-
nate you, too. 

The poem defi es easy 
summation, not the least 
because of the many  ver-
sions that have branched off 
from the original mythol-
ogy. In its iterations, the 
tale incorporates the Norse 
gods Odin and Loki, a 
magic ring, a cloak of invis-
ibility, dragon-slaying, a race of 
dwarves, a disputed treasure, 
various revenge-based murders   
and a queen who will marry only 
a man who can match her leap-
ing- and spear-throwing abilities. 
Still, I’ll take a stab at a synopsis. 

The core story concerns the 
dragon-slayer Siegfried, who 
tricks a visiting queen into mar-

rying a king who happens to be 
the brother of the woman Sieg-
fried hopes to marry. It works, 
and the four pair up in a double 
wedding. 

But Siegfried’s deception is 
soon revealed, prompting an 
associate of the king to murder 
him. The gold of the Nibelung 
— the spoils of one of Siegfried’s 
dragon-slaying expeditions — is 

tossed into the Rhine River near 
Worms so his wife can’t have it. 
Violent plots ensue to acquire the 
treasure and exact vengeance. 

This story deserves to be ex-
plored in much more detail, and 
that is precisely why the Nibe-
lungenmuseum exists. 

The museum sits in the old 
city of Worms, built into a por-
tion of the ancient wall that once 

surrounded the city. Enter the 
glass-and-metal lobby and accept 
a handheld audio device to begin 
the tour. The audio is available in 
English, happily, as well as Ger-
man and French. 

Head into the tower, where a 
winding staircase surrounds an 
impressive cylindrical structure 
fi lled with images inspired by 
“Das Nibelungenlied.” The fasci-
nating conceit of the audio tour is 
that it is narrated by an imper-
sonator of the poem’s anonymous 
author, a long-dead wordsmith 
who is both proud of his work’s 
continued relevance and angered 
by the ideological abuses it has 
suffered in the centuries since, 
as refl ected in the narration. 

As you slowly make your 
ascent, the narrator tells two 
stories — the original myth as he 
chronicled it, and the equally en-
grossing tale of how it since has 
been twisted for political gain. 
Strangely, the exasperated nar-
rator notes, both Siegfried and 
Hagen, his murderer, somehow 
morphed into grotesque symbols 
of Nazi might. 

“No one should confuse ‘The 
Nibelungenlied’ with its subse-
quent historical distortions,” the 
narrator intones. “And yet so 
many do to such an extent that 
they fear to read it now.”

It was this concept that reso-
nated with me after my visit and 
the one I hoped would stick with 
my kids after the many confus-
ing details they’d heard. The nar-
rator bemoans the tale’s history 
as “terrible proof of the means 
by which power can be gained 
through images, symbols and 
myths.”

 If all went well, my kids will 
absorb that lesson. 

The tour continues atop the 
city wall, where the audio nar-
rator steps aside in favor of a 
series of simulated soundscapes 
from Worms’ history. Clanging 
swords, fi ring cannons and the 
eerie bleating of air-raid sirens 
are interspersed with occasional 
calm periods of singing birds 
and a peaceful city.

 A short climb to the top of 
another tower offers panoramic 

views of Worms and the oppor-
tunity to sit and listen to “Das 
Nibelungenlied” in its entirety. 

As we walked away from a 
two-hour visit that could have 
been much longer, my family and 
I pondered what we’d experi-
enced. Another comment by that 
haunted narrator played over 
and over in my head: “Will the 
living ever learn anything from 
stories, or from history?”

With places like the Nibelun-
genmuseum, perhaps we eventu-
ally will. 
broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes

German museum illustrates centuries-old poem

An epic journey

DIRECTIONS
Address: Fischerpfört-
chen 10, 67547 Worms. It’s 
a 40-minute drive from 
the Kaiserslautern area; 
take Autobahn 6 toward 
Mannheim, exit on L523 
and follow it into downtown 
Worms. Park at Neumarkt 
at the city center and walk 
a few blocks toward the 
Rhine, following the signs to 
the museum. 

TIMES
Open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tues-
days-Fridays; 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Saturdays, Sundays and 
holidays. Closed Mondays. 

COSTS
General admission is 5.50 
euros (about $7.85) for 
adults and 3.50 euros for 
children, but a family ticket 
is available for 13 euros. 

FOOD
Downtown Worms offers 
plenty of dining options. 

INFORMATION
Telephone: (+49) (0) 6241-
8534120; website: nibelun-
genmuseum.de, available in 
English; email: nibelungen-
museum@worms.de. The 
museum also has a Face-
book page.

— Gregory Broome

ON THE QT

EuropeWEEKEND: QUICK TRIPS

A dramatic image of the dragon-slayer Siegfried is displayed at the 
Nibelungenmuseum in Worms, Germany.

A huge cylinder at the museum 
displays images inspired by the 
poem “Das Nibelungenlied.”  

PHOTOS BY GREGORY BROOME/Stars and Stripes

The Nibelungenmuseum is built into part of the ancient city wall.
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Address: Via Del Cristo 3, Cor-
denons, Italy. Cordenons is a 
short drive from Aviano. Turn 
left from the A-P highway onto 
the SS-13 and take a left at the 
next stoplight, turning right at 
the traffi c circle onto Via Mae-
stra. That’s the main road into 
Cordenons. Turn right on Via 
Del Cristo (just after the Agip 
gas station). The restaurant is 
on the right after a few blocks.
Hours: 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
and 7-10:30 p.m. Wednesdays 
through Sundays. Open for 
lunch Mondays. Closed Tues-
days.
Prices: Appetizers from 8 
euros (about $11.35) to 15 
euros; fi rst courses 8 euros, 
second courses 13 euros to 
15 euros; frico dishes 8 euros 
to 10 euros; glasses of wine 1 
euro to 2.50 euros.

Clientele: Italians.
Dress: Casual.
Menu: In Italian (some Eng-
lish spoken and some dishes 
translated on brochure at bar).
Information: Telephone: (+39) 
0434-931038; Web: osterial-
curtif.it (in Italian).

— Kent Harris

BY KENT HARRIS

Stars and Stripes

Scores of books have been 
written about the Medi-
terranean diet. Italian 
food, in general, is seen as 

light and healthy.
And then there’s frico.
The dish — a combination of 

fried cheese, potatoes, butter and 
a host of other potential ingredi-
ents — is commonly found only 
in Friuli-Venezia Giulia, a small 
region in the northeastern cor-
ner of Italy that’s home to Aviano 
Air Base.

Most Italians haven’t even 
tried it. Though the recipes vary, 
the dish dates back hundreds of 
years to a time when the region 
was much poorer . And since 
people spent much of their time 
working hard in the fi elds or at 
some other manual labor, it was 
meant to be fi lling.

That hasn’t changed, though 
some of the ingredients added 
to the dish have over the years. 
Frico is a frequent offering on 
menus of this region’s restau-
rants that specialize in local 
food. But it’s got a permanent 
spot on the menu at Osteria al 
Curtif, a family-run restaurant in 
Cordenons.

Al Curtif, which opened in 
1989, serves several traditional 
dishes. Some, such as spaghetti 
carbonara, get a different twist. 
That dish, most famous in the 
Lazio region, is served with sau-
sage instead of bacon at al Curtif, 
and the sauce is much lighter 
than the standard take. Other 
dishes, such as orzotto (barley) 
with zucchini and water buffalo  
cheese, and baccala Vicentina 
(dried cod that’s served in a stew  
of sorts), are more famous in 
other parts of northern Italy.

But frico  appears in fi ve 
variations on the Al Curtif menu: 
leeks, pears, sausage, bacon and 
radicchio. They range in price 
from 8 euros to 10 euros. The 
large portions are rich and fi lling 
— so much so that it might be 
wise to walk or bike the 15 miles 
or so back to Aviano. Or take 
a   frico-induced nap.

There’s also a section of the 

menu for those interested in 
avoiding gluten. That includes 
appetizers such as San Daniele 
ham, lardone (bacon) and a torte  
made of Montasio cheese and 
polenta. 

Second-course options include 
sliced beef with fresh rosemary  
and pork crusted in pistachios. 
A board on the wall lists a dozen 
or so local wines available by the 
glass. More than 100 varieties 
from around the region and the 
world are available, according to 
a brochure.

Al Curtif is housed in a 19th-
century farmhouse. The res-
taurant’s name comes from the 
Friulian word for “courtyard.” 
And it’s possible to sit outside 
during part of the year. The rest 
of the time, customers dine in a 
few small rooms that seat about 
50 people. Though it might be 
necessary to take away a table or 
two if they’re all having frico.
Harris.kent@stripes.com 

After Hours: Italy

OSTERIA AL CURTIF

EuropeWEEKEND: FOOD & DINING

PHOTOS BY KENT HARRIS/Stars and Stripes

Spaghetti Carbonara Friuli at Osteria al Curtif is served with sausage 
instead of the traditional bacon and has a much lighter sauce than 
the standard carbonara dish.

Barley, zucchini and water buffalo cheese is one of a handful of fi rst-
course options at Osteria al Curtif, a family-operated restaurant in 
Cordenons, Italy, about a 15-minute drive from Aviano Air Base.

The restaurant’s name comes 
from a Friulian word for 
“courtyard.”

“Frico,” a specialty of the Friuli-Veneiza Giulia region in Italy, is about as heavy as it gets when it comes 
to Italian food. It’s generally made from cheese and potatoes with a number of other ingredients 
possible. Osteria al Curtif boasts fi ve kinds of “frico,” all served with a side of grilled polenta.

BY ELLEN KANNER

The Miami Herald

It’s offi cially spring, so it’s 
time to turn over — and 
eat — a new leaf.

 Enjoy the freshness 
of the season by tossing new 
spring greens with other 
vegetables, fruits, nuts, beans 
or whole grains.

Think of spring greens 
not as healthy (though they 
are), nor as food to be feared 
(because they’re not). They’re 
your golden — and green 
— opportunity to commune 
with spring . 

In this recipe, tender, sweet 
spring leaves, tart, crunchy 
Granny Smith apples and the 
gently licorice fl avor of crisp 
fennel combine for a signifi -
cant salad that’s a symphony 
of textures, delivering the 
cheering taste of spring in 
every bite.

SPRING GREENS SALAD 
WITH GRANNY SMITH 
APPLES AND FENNEL
Ingredients: 
1/3 cup walnuts, coarsely 

chopped
¼ cup olive oil or walnut oil
1 tablespoon apple cider 

vinegar
2 tablespoons prepared 

Dijon mustard
1 tablespoon agave or 

honey
1 large bulb fresh organic 

fennel (or 2 small), thinly 
sliced, long stems and fronds 
reserved for another use

2 bunches fresh organic 
spinach, kale, arugula or 
other tender spring greens 
torn into bite-sized bits

1 Granny Smith apple or 
other tart apple, sliced thin

½ teaspoon crushed fennel 
seeds (optional)

Sea salt and freshly ground 
pepper

Directions:
Preheat oven to 375 de-

grees.
Pour chopped walnuts in a 

shallow baking dish and roast 
for 8 to 10 minutes, until they  
darken and crisp and smell 
rich and buttery. Remove the 
walnuts from the oven and set 
aside to cool.

Meanwhile, whisk together 
in a small bowl the olive or 
walnut oil, apple cider vin-
egar, mustard and agave or 
honey.

In a large salad bowl, toss 
together spinach or other 
spring greens and thinly 
sliced fennel. Add half the 
dressing and toss gently. 
Scatter the thin slices of 
apple and roasted walnuts 
on top. Drizzle some or all of 
remaining dressing over all. 
Toss again. Sprinkle in fennel 
seeds (if using) and salt and 
pepper to taste. 
Makes 6 to 8 servings, 153 calories 
each.

Fresh greens
offer a taste
of the season
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BY ADAM L. MATHIS

Stars and Stripes

A coffee shop proved to 
me that I didn’t know 
beans about coffee.

I came to this realiza-
tion after attending a public 
coffee-tasting at Hot Numbers, a 
coffee shop and roaster in Cam-
bridge, England. Properly called 
a “cupping,” the process, led by 
two shop employees, involved 
roughly two hours of sniffi ng, 
slurping and analyzing coffee 
and concluded with a quiz, which 
I failed. 

Cupping is designed to reveal 
the nuances of fl avor in a coffee, 
and the process can seem quite 
arcane. The Specialty Coffee 
Association of America’s cupping 
guidelines dictate how wide the 
cups should be (3 inches to 3 ½ 
inches) and insists that once you 
break the surface of the brewed 
coffee, you must stir three times 
then allow “the foam to run down 
the back of the spoon while gen-
tly sniffi ng” the coffee in the cup. 

Our session was far less rigid. 
The fi rst three stages of judg-
ing revolved around the coffee’s 
aroma. 

We held cups of dry coffee 
grounds to our faces to deter-
mine the aroma, then we set 
the cups down and the baristas 
added hot water. As the coffee 
steeped for four minutes, we 
leaned over the cups for another 
whiff to see what water did to 
the aroma. The steeping process 
causes a layer to form on the top 
of the liquid, trapping some of 
the gases below, which is why 
our fi nal  sniff test was to break 
the surface with a spoon and 
smell the coffee fully brewed.

Research has shown that cof-
fee has about 1,000 substances 
that can be smelled when the 
grounds are brewed. Sadly, this 
evening, I could not seem to 
smell more than one of them. 
Others could pick up fl avors in 
the aroma, but I often had no 
idea how to describe it. (I could 
broaden my palette by ordering 
an aroma kit that comes with 
36 of the most common coffee 
aromas, but I cannot justify 
spending $350 on preserved aro-
mas to sharpen my own nosing 
abilities.)

Gulping down the coffee 

doesn’t give an accurate taste, 
so we used spoons to slurp it 
into our mouths. Using a spoon, 
according to one source, helps 
aerate the coffee: “Ideally, the 
retro-nasal breathing helps to 
pull the coffee into the nasal 
passages even more,” wrote Tom 
Owen on a well-regarded coffee 
website. “The coffee falls down 
in the palate and can then be 
circulated around the tongue .”

I was able to pick up far more 
in the slurping. The fi rst sample 
tasted of hazelnut, a fl avor that 
was suggested by  another taster. 
My favorite was the third, a 

pleasant, earthy, perhaps woody 
fl avor. 

Sadly, however, my love for 
this coffee didn’t help during our 
fi nal exam. 

The shop employees, still keep-
ing us in the dark as to what type 
of coffee we had been tasting, 
brewed each of the three coffees 
in a manner they might give it to 
a customer. They used a siphon 
pot, which is an hourglass-look-
ing device that involves heated 
water  gushing like a geyser up to 
the top chamber to saturate the 
grounds. We drank the properly 
brewed coffee then tried to guess 

which one each was, based on 
our cupping notes.

As if my lack of vocabulary 
for most of the cupping wasn’t 
bad enough, I failed miserably 
when it came to guessing which 
brewed cup corresponded to the 
samples we cupped. I could not 
even identify my much loved 
earthy coffee, which turned out 
to be a Mexican bean, because 
the brewed cup tasted quite dif-
ferent to me.

Failure in this setting is not a 
bad thing. One of our hosts noted 
that there are no right or wrong 
answers. Maybe next time I’ll get 
a passing grade.
mathis.adam@stripes.com

At a coffee-tasting in England, the secret lies in the slurping

Grounds for enjoyment
Location: Units 5/6 Dales 
Brewery, Gwydir Street, 
Cambridge. Parking is avail-
able on the street and a park-
ing lot with a limited number 
of spaces is across the street 
from the shop.
Hours: Hot Numbers is open 
7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Saturdays; 7:30 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Thursdays and Fridays; 
8:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sundays.
Costs: The ticket to this cup-
ping cost 10 British pounds 
(about $15). The shop also 
offers private tastings.
Information: Cuppings 
are not held on a regular 
schedule, so check with Hot 
Numbers frequently to see 
when one will take place. 
Telephone: (+44) 01223-
35966; the shop’s website 
is http://hotnumberscoffee.
co.uk.

— Adam L. Mathis

KNOW & GO

EuropeWEEKEND: TRAVEL

PHOTOS BY ADAM L. MATHIS/Stars and Stripes 

During a coffee-tasting at Hot Numbers in Cambridge, England, water in a siphon coffeemaker heats and gushes up into a second chamber to saturate coffee grounds, 
left. Coffee steeps in a cup, center, before a taster prepares to slurp it up from a spoon, right, which helps to get a better sense of the coffee’s qualities.

Hot Numbers provides three coffees for tasters to try at its “cupping” event.
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almost sightseeing destinations 
in themselves.

Glasgow’s artsy vibe can 
also be seen in its architecture. 
During the late 1800s and early 
1900s, Glasgow-born architect 

Charles Ren-
nie Mackin-
tosh brought 
an exuberant 
Art Nouveau 
infl uence to 
this otherwise 
practical, 
working-class 
city. Travelers 
can enjoy his 
work (and a 
meal) at the 

Willow Tea Rooms, a delight-
ful black-and-white space that 
Mackintosh designed right down 
to the furniture, lighting and cut-
lery. But his crowning achieve-
ment is the Glasgow School of 
Art. Still a working school, it’s 
only viewable via a guided tour. 
From a fi replace that looks like a 
kimono to the remarkable forest-
like library to windows that soar 
for multiple stories, the building 
is an Art Nouveau original.

Near the Glasgow School of 
Art is the Tenement House, a 
perfectly preserved 1930s-era 
middle-class residence. This 
typical row home was owned by 
Miss Agnes Toward, who for fi ve 
decades kept her home essen-
tially unchanged. 

Two excellent museums are 
worth the trek away from the 
city center. Housed in a grand, 

Friday, March 28, 2014

EuropeWEEKEND: TRAVEL

Discover Glasgow’s glow

Courtesy of Rick Steves

Graffi ti artists have adorned the Glasgow’s buildings with colorful 
murals you can see if you check out the alleys in the Style Mile.

 Glasgow is Scotland’s 
largest and most popu-
lated city, but it’s often 
overlooked in favor of 

Edinburgh, which has capital 
status and more tourism appeal.

A century ago, Glasgow was 
one of Europe’s biggest cities, an 
industrial powerhouse producing 
25 percent of the world’s ocean-
going ships, but in the mid-20th 
century, tough times hit the city, 
giving it a run-down feel. Today, 
Glasgow is on the rise. Its fl air 
for art and unpretentious friend-
liness make it more popular than 
ever to visit.

You can sense Glasgow’s en-
ergy on its streets and squares. 
At the heart of the city is George 
Square, decorated with a Who’s 
Who of statues depicting great 
Scots, from Sir Walter Scott to 
James Watt, who perfected the 
steam engine that helped power 
Europe into the Industrial Age.

Nearby is Buchanan Street, 
part of a pedestrian shopping 
zone called the Golden Zed 
(Brit-speak for “Z,” named for 
the way it zigzags through town). 
Glaswegians also refer to this 
district, which has the top shops 
in town, as the Style Mile. It’s a 
delight just to stroll up this street 
— listening to buskers, enjoying 
the people-watching, and looking 
up at the architecture .

It’s also worth meandering 
through the Style Mile’s alleys, 
which are fi lled with huge, fun 
and edgy murals.  The city has 
given top street artists entire 
walls to paint. These murals are 

100-year-old Spanish Baroque-
style building, the Kelvingrove 
is like a Scottish Smithsonian, 
with everything from a stuffed 
elephant to fi ne artwork by the 
great masters. The Riverside 
Museum focuses on transporta-
tion, featuring stagecoaches, 
locomotives, a re-creation of a 
circa-1900 street, and a ship-
ping exhibit that commemorates 
Glasgow’s shipbuilding era.

At night, I enjoy the hip, lively 
West End district, including the 
fun eateries and bars lining Ash-
ton Lane. A great place to end 
a West End evening is at Òran 
Mór, featuring an atmospheric 
bar, outdoor beer garden and 
brasserie in a converted 1862 
church . Downstairs, there’s a 
nightclub with everything from 
rock shows to traditional Scottish 

music nights. 
Edinburgh has the royal aura, 

but I fi nd Glasgow’s down-to-
earth appeal captivating.  In  this 
revitalized city, friendly locals do 
their best to introduce you to the 

fun-loving, laid-back Glaswegian 
way of life.
Rick Steves (ricksteves.com) writes 
European travel guides and hosts 
travel shows on public TV and public 
radio. Email him at rick@ricksteves.
com and follow his blog on Facebook.

Rick Steves
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A day with the animals

Visit Fuji Safari Park in Japan with Atsugi  ITT 
Tours on  April 6  and    Yokosuka  Tours on     April 11   . 

THE PACIFIC EXPERIENCE

Looking for even more to do? For additional events, concerts and activities, go to stripes.com/military-life

OFF BASE

PacificWEEKEND

LEE JIN-MAN/AP

Planning ahead
A worker hangs  lanterns on a tree at Jogyesa Temple in Seoul, 
South Korea, earlier this month in preparation for  Buddha’s birthday 
on May 6 .  For more on the temple: jogyesa.kr/user/english

Events are as accurate as possible at 
press time. Since times or event schedules 
can change, please verify events before 
attending.

Japan
 FCI ASIA PACIFIC SECTION DOG 
SHOW 2014 (Tokyo): March 29 & 
30, 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m., Asia’s biggest 
dog event features a dog show with 
2,400 dogs in 132 varieties and 
more; Tokyo Big Sight East 5 & 6 . 
 SHINSHU ONGAKUMURA 
NARCISSUS FESTIVAL (Nagano 
prefecture): March 29-April 20, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 100,000 narcissus 
bloom at Shinshu Ongakumura  ; free; 
0268-42-3436.
  24TH HAKKODA WALK (Aomori 
prefecture): March 30 & 31; walk 
8.1 km of Hakkoda-Towada Gold Line 
(Route 103) before it reopens April 1; 
tinyurl.com/m7au67a.
ATAMI FIREWORKS (Kanagawa 
prefecture): March 30 & April 12, 
8:30-8:45 p.m.; 3,000 fi reworks from 
the ocean off Atami city .

 YOKOHAMA HAKKEIJIMA SEA 
PARADISE — SPECIAL NIGHT 
SHOW (Kanagawa prefecture): 
Through March 31, 5-6:30 p.m.; see 
dolphins and illuminations at Club D 
of Sea Paradise while having drinks; 
Seaside Line, Hakkeijima Station ; 
www.seaparadise.co.jp/english.
OKTOBERFEST AT AKIHABARA 
(Tokyo): Through April 6, 11 
a.m.-9 p.m.; German beers and live 
performances at Versalle Akihabara, 
four-minute walk from JR Akihabara 
Station (Denkigai Exit) on Sobu Line; 
free, but 1,000 yen deposit for glass 
for beer; 03-5733-6773. 

          Okinawa
 BEER FES OKINAWA: March 29, 
1-6 p.m. & March 30, noon-5 p.m.; 
taste award-winning beer at Helios 
Pub, 1-2-25, Makishi, located on 
Kokusai Streets ; http://beertaster.
org/index-e.html.
 RYUKYU KAIEN FESTIVAL 2014: 
April 12, 7:30-10 p.m., Japan’s fi rst 
fi reworks of the season, produced 

jointly with Junko Koshino, along with 
live opera at Ginowan Marine Park ; 
098-987-2764.

 South Korea
 GURYE SANSUYU FESTIVAL 
(South Jeolla province): Through 
March 30; Gurye Sansuyu Festival is 
an annual spring fl ower festival that 
takes place in the Jirisan Mountain hot 
springs area and programs include 
cornus fruit liquor making, music and 
dance performances and fi reworks; 
Sandong-myeon, Gurye-gun; http://
tinyurl.com/klxp3ad.
 INCHEON BAEKSA SANSUYU 
FLOWER FESTIVAL: April 4-6; 
Icheon’s Baeksa Village is home to 
Sansuyu trees — Japanese dogwood 
or cornus Fruit trees — which grow 
naturally. During the festival, visitors 
can participate in Korean traditional 
folk games and watch the Sansuyu 
fl ower parade; Icheon-si Baeksa-
myeon, 667, Dorip-ri, Baeksa-myeon; 
free; tinyurl.com/jwuxn3h . 

IN BLOOM: Cherry Blossom Festivals
As of March 19, the Japan Meteorological Agency predicts cherry blossom 
trees will begin blooming March 28 in Tokyo. For a forecast for the bloom in 
Japan: tinyurl.com/jntosakura
• New events are added often to the cherry blossom festivals calendar at 
stripes.com/bloom
 • Share your pictures with us by emailing tibbetts.meredith@stripes.
com. Photographs may be used in print and on the web. By submitting 
content, you are granting Stars and Stripes a non-exclusive license to use 
your content in its newspaper, in print or in digital format, or in any other 
commercial manner of its choosing. You further warrant that 
you own or control the copyrights to the content (text and/or 
image) you are submitting and that its republication by 
Stars and Stripes will not violate the intellectual property 
rights or privacy/publicity rights of any third party.  

Courtesy of Yamanashi Tourism Organization

TRAVEL BACK IN TIME: Shingen-ko Festival 
A man, center, dressed as Shingen Takeda, a warlord and tactician of Japan’s warring stages era, 
drinks a cup of sake to wish a victory before going into battle at Maizuru Castle Park.     It’s part of the 
Shingen-ko Festival in Yamanashi prefecture, Japan, April 4-6.  The highlight of the event is a parade 
through Kofu city of people in samurai costume.  For more: tinyurl.com/omkb2yc

Sweet tour
Visit Nago 
Pineapple 
Park and 
Neo Park 
with  Camp 
Foster  Tours  
on April 
10. For 
more: 
 tinyurl.
com/
pulg8ny. 

 Stars and Stripes 
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 McClatchy-Tribune 
News Service 

Savor the sweet and sour 
fl avors of Vietnam-
ese cooking with this 
simple chicken stir-fry. 

An important ingredient in 
Vietnamese cooking is Nuoc 
Mam, a fi sh sauce made from 
fermented anchovies. It is used 
in many Pacifi c Rim countries 
much as Americans use salt 
and is widely available in Asian
food stores.  

  VIETNAMESE SWEET
 AND SOUR CHICKEN

Ingredients:
¼ pound Chinese steamed 

egg noodles
1 teaspoon sesame oil
Salt and freshly ground 

black pepper
For the sauce:
1 tablespoon low-sodium, 

soy sauce
1 tablespoon Nuoc Mam
1 ½ tablespoons white vin-

egar
2 tablespoons sugar
2 tablespoons cornstarch
½ cup water
2 teaspoons sesame oil
¾ pound boneless, skinless 

chicken breast, cut into ½-inch 
strips

½ cup sliced onion
½ cup sliced carrot
½ cup peeled, sliced daikon 

(white) radish
1 garlic clove, crushed
½ cup medium tomato, cut 

into 6 wedges
Directions:
Mix the soy sauce, fi sh sauce, 

vinegar, sugar, cornstarch and 
water together. Set aside.

Heat the oil in a wok or 
skillet over high heat. Add the 
chicken and stir-fry 2 minutes. 
Remove from the wok to a 
bowl. Add the onion, carrot, 
radish and garlic to the wok. 
Stir-fry 2 minutes. Add the 
tomato and return the chicken 
to the wok. Stir the sauce and 
add to the wok. Stir fry for 
2 minutes or until the sauce 
thickens. Remove to a bowl. 
Stir-fry steamed noodles in 
same wok with sesame oil. Add 
salt and pepper to taste.
Makes 2 servings. 

BY TREVOR ANDERSEN

Stars and Stripes

 Only a few minutes away 
from Yokohama station 
is one of the best brew-
pubs in Japan.

Adventurers are greeted at the 
door with a guitar amplifi er with 
the words “Extreme Beer Only” 
emblazoned in lights across 
the front. The slogan rings true 
when you see that most of the 
beers on the chalkboard menu 
are more than 7 percent alcohol 
by volume.

But the alcoholic content 
isn’t the only thing that makes 
Thrashzone’s beer extreme. 
There is a measurement system 
called the International Bitter-
ness Units scale, or IBUs. 

Koichi Katsuki, owner of 
Thrashzone and the Thrashzone 
brewery, explained that most 
India pale ales, or IPAs, mea-
sure at 60 IBUs. “Most of ours 
are over 100,” he said.

Even with the high IBUs, 
Thrashzone’s custom beers 
are not overpoweringly bitter. 
Beers with heavy-metal-themed 
names, such as “Number of the 
Yeast” and “Hop Slave,”  are sur-

prisingly friendly on the palate.
The menu is small; they don’t 

have much room for a kitchen, 
but the food they do have is 
amazing. 

Thrashzone cooks up a variety 
of french fries from different 
kinds of potatoes depending 
on what’s in season . Currently 

the menu has only danshaku 
potatoes, but that could change 
at any time. The real surprise is 
the sauce selection. Basil mayo 
as well as a few other fl avors are 
big hits with the regulars.

A classic Queen concert 
played on the TV screens around 
the bar, but the music playing 

was by a Japanese grindcore 
band called SU19B. Patrons 
were amused by how often 
Freddy Mercury’s mouth synced 
with the music.

If you like beer and heavy 
metal, Thrashzone is where you 
need to be. If you like beer but 
don’t like metal, bite the bullet 
and try it anyway. 
andersen.trevor@stripes.com

After Hours: Japan
Address: Tsuruyacho2-10-
7 Tamura building 1F
Kanagawa-ku, Yokohama 
Japan 2210835
Hours: 6 p.m.-11:30 p.m. 
Monday to Saturday.
Dress code: Casual
Cost: 500-1000 yen per 
beer (about $5-$10). 
Other information: 
Email: thrashzone@
beerdrinkinginternational.
com. See what’s on tap 
now on its website: beer-
drinkinginternational.com.

 — Trevor Andersen

THRASHZONE

PacificWEEKEND: FOOD & DINING

PHOTOS BY TREVOR ANDERSEN/Stars and Stripes

Thrashzone in Yokohama serves international craft beers. World Downfall Stout, above, is 
a Thrashzone original. At left, fried potatoes are topped with fresh basil mayo.

Vietnamese
stir-fry uses
fish sauce

The bar is small and decorated with thrash metal posters, guitars 
and amplifi ers. The beer menu is on a giant chalkboard because the 
beers on tap are always changing.
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BY ERIC GUZMAN

Stars and Stripes

At Takao Trick Art 
Museum west of Tokyo, 
you’re dangling by a 
hand from the Sphinx’s 

nose one minute and then escap-
ing spears and lions the next.

Located within a fi ve-minute 
walk from the base of Mount 
Takao, in sight of Takao-
sanguchi station, the Trick Art 
Museum is fi lled top to bottom 
with beautifully painted optical 
illusions and interactive displays 
ready for adults and children 
alike.

While most exhibits in the 
museum are easily appreciated 
at fi rst sight, some require the 
use of a camera. There are mark-
ers on the fl oor and example 
pictures near each station to help 
visitors frame their photos and 
pose when cameras are recom-
mended.

A tour through each of the mu-
seum’s rooms should take about 
an hour, though a trip might 
run longer if one decides to take 
part in the museum’s interactive 
areas. The anti-gravity room and 
the black light rooms are known 
to hold patrons’ attention.

The staff speaks and un-
derstands English, and there 
are printed guides available to 
visitors as well. Each exhibit has 
Japanese and English instruc-
tions posted nearby.

Take time for a hike (or a lift) 
to the top of Mount Takao after 
enjoying  a world of optical illu-
sions at the museum. 
guzman.eric@stripes.com

The art of deception

DIRECTIONS
The Takao Trick Art Museum 
is located at 1786 Takaomachi, 
Hachioji-shi. GPS: 35.632858, 
139.271061. By train, get off at 
Takao-sanguchi station 

  COSTS
Admission costs 1,300 yen for 
adults; 1,000 yen for middle 
and high school students; 700 
yen for elementary school 
students and 500 yen for 
preschoolers.  Discounts apply 
for the disabled, physically 

handicapped and groups of 20 
or more.  Parking at the train 
station costs 1,000 yen.

TIMES
 10 a.m.-7 p.m. from April to 
November; 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
from December to March. 

INFORMATION
Telephone: 042 (667) 1081; 
website: trickart.jp/en.

— Eric Guzman

ON THE QT

PacificWEEKEND: QUICK TRIPS

PHOTOS BY ERIC GUZMAN/Stars and Stripes

The wall art at the Takao Trick Art Museum gives the illusion of depth and sometimes motion depending on where you stand. Many rooms have an Egyptian theme.

Paintings at the museum 
appear to jump from the walls 
when viewed from certain 
angles.

Museum treats visitors to the fun of optical illusion

Coming into contact with the 
works on display, speaking aloud 
and making noise are “accepted 
ways of enjoying the museum,” 
according to its website.

The Takao Trick Art Museum uses perspective to create optical 
illusions, most of which are best seen through a lens. The museum 
recommends bringing a camera to fully enjoy the art.
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 BY BRIAN J. CANTWELL

The Seattle Times

  For months, dozens of 
green sea turtles have 
been showing up every 
evening at th e same spot 

on Maui’s Hookipa Beach to rest 
on the sand for hours.  Naturalists 
call it “basking.”

“We don’t quite understand 
why they chose this place, but 
once they did, they have kept 
coming,” says Hannah Bernard, 
president of the nonprofi t Hawaii 
Wildlife Fund (wildhawaii.org), 
which  is working to protect them. 
“No place in the world has as 
many basking turtles.”

Visitors can photograph the 
turtles. Or they can have a richer 
experience: While on the island, 
they can volunteer as turtle 
monitors with Bernard’s group, 
helping to educate others about 
these endangered sea creatures 
the locals call honu.

Helping the honu means 
spending a few hours on the 
beach — hardly a painful com-
mitment. It’s just one way to turn 
an island vacation into “volun-
tourism.”  

Theories vary on why the 
turtles are coming ashore. It 
might be related to a disease that 
causes non-malignant tumors, 
depleting their energy. It might 
be a way to escape predatory 
sharks. Or the cold-blooded 
turtles might just be taking a 
break to warm up, not unlike 
human swimmers.

That they’ve chosen as a 
refuge one of Hawaii’s busier 
beaches — on the good-surfi ng 
side of the island, near the main 
Maui airport — is a challenge to 
those hoping to protect them.

  Without human monitors 

for the 
turtles, 
visitors 
have been 
known 
to sit 
their kids 
on the 
turtles’ 
backs for 
photos, or 
disrupt 
their rest 
in other 
ways.  

 With 
slow, 
jerky gaits, 
more and 
more turtles carve a tractor-
tread-like path up into the sand 
at the base of a bluff. There’s a 
baby, about a third of the size 
of the adults, which can grow 
as long as 5 feet and weigh 700 
pounds. By 7:30 p.m., the end of 
that night’s watch, we count 24 
turtles resting on the sand.

It’s a wildlife show that you’ll 
never get at SeaWorld.

If human culture is of more 
interest, sign up for a van trip on 
the Kahekili Highway, one of the 
most challenging narrow roads 
on Maui. Snake around ocean-
front cliffs and through gulches 
to near the island’s northern tip, 
where volunteers are helping 
to restore “Uncle Oliver’s” taro 
farm. The Kahakuloa Valley 
farm is the project of 70-year-
old Oliver Dukelow, who has 
lived here 47 years as steward of 
this land passed down through 
generations to his wife, Valerie 
Rose Piimauna Aiwohi. Together 
the couple raised eight children 
here, four of whom became col-
lege professors.

He takes the honorary “uncle” 

title bestowed affectionately in 
island culture. 

This is another volunteer 
project with Hawaii Wildlife 
Fund. To reach the  farm, I 
bounce along with Bernard in 
her little four-wheel-drive Chevy . 
 The place has more green than 
Ireland. Banana trees, papaya, ti 
leaf and more.

“This is Hawaiian land, and 
the opportunity to come here 
is special because you can only 
come as an invited guest,” Ber-
nard tells me.

Uncle Oliver, a big man with 
leathery skin and tousled salt-
and-pepper locks, shows us his 
ponds, which volunteers have 
helped to excavate and plant. 
Stairstepped behind his home on 
stilts, the ponds hold both taro, a 
traditional Hawaiian food crop 
grown in water, and fi sh.

The project is an effort to take 

fi shing pressure off island reefs 
and allow them to recover from 
damage caused by development 
runoff and other contamination.

Uncle Oliver has three tilapia 
ponds and plans two more ponds 
with mullet.  In restoring the 
ponds, he aims to recapture 
some of the aquaculture innova-
tions of his forebears.

“The land’s still alive, and the 
spirits are still alive,” he tells us . 
“I’ve never thought of owning 
the land, but of taking care of it. 
Right now we’re not taking care 
of the land or the ocean. We need 
to do better; that’s what this is 
about.”

From the top of his clear-
ing, I count more than a dozen 
ponds fed by diverted stream 
water splashing from PVC pipes . 
Around watery stalks, big fi sh 
swim in lazy circles. It’s like 
Eden without apples.

Above the ponds perches an 
old, unoccupied house   decorated 
inside with photos of Uncle Oli-
ver’s stern-faced ancestors. This 
is one option for visitor housing. 
A  partnership between Hawaii 
Wildlife Fund, California-based 
Bluecology and the  Cascadia 
Research Collective will bring 
volunteer groups here. Activities 
might include learning to pound 
poi, the edible paste made from 
taro roots, and building  a tradi-
tional underground oven.

If you’re a hiker with  a few 
gardening skills, head for Wai-
hee Coastal Dunes & Wetlands 
Refuge, northwest of Kahului, on 
any Friday morning between 8 
and noon. It’s Volunteer Day.

James Keoni Crowe, land 
steward for Hawaiian Islands 
Land Trust (hilt.org/protected-
lands/maui/waihee-refuge), 
might put you to wor k pulling 
castor beans, Mexican poppy and 
other invasive plants from a 27-
acre wetland pasture at the heart 
of this 277-acre preserve. It once 
was the site of a centuries-old 
Hawaiian village . Today, it’s a 
birder’s paradise and a great 
place for a waterfront hike.

 When chores are done he 
leads me on a walk along a 
peaceful beachfront trail, past 
sun-bleached, bonelike drift-
wood, dazzlingly chartreuse 
dune plants called naupaka, and 
the remains of an ancient rock 
temple originally dedicated to 
Ku, the god of war, politics and 
fi shing. (Somehow it made sense 
that those things went together in 
these islands.)

At trip’s end, I’ve learned more 
than I’ve labored. I’m richer for 
it. Yet in a small way, I’ve given 
something of myself, in the spirit 
of aloha. 

Volunteers spend vacation time working to save land, sea and wildlife

PacificWEEKEND: TRAVEL

PHOTOS BY BRIAN J. CANTWELL/Seattle Times 

The Hawaii Wildlife Fund is working to protect green sea turtles as they come ashore by the dozens at the same spot every evening on bustling Hookipa Beach. 

Helping Hawaii

“Uncle Oliver” Dukelow explains the virtues of the types of taro, 
a Hawaiian plant. Volunteers are helping him restore his taro farm.

‘ Right 
now we’re 
not taking 
care of the 
land or the 
ocean. We 
need to do 
better; that’s 
what this is 
about. ’

Oliver Dukelow
plant and fish farmer
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WEEKEND: VIDEO GAMES

Many more staff-written game reviews at stripes.com/military-life

 BY MICHAEL S. DARNELL

Stars and Stripes

“InFamous: Second Son” 
is aptly named, as it’s 
really the second big 
exclusive for the PlaySta-

tion 4 and as such, has a fair amount 
of expectation placed on it. Owners 
of the PS4 really needed “inFamous” 
to step up and fi ll a void in the quality 
of available titles that “Knack” and 
“Killzone” just haven’t fi lled. 

Luckily, “Second Son” is here, and it 
defi nitely helps  justify the high cost of 
being an early console adopter.

Created by Sucker Punch, the 
“inFamous” series is  best described 
as a superpowers action simulator, in 
which the actions you take in-game 
will result in you becoming a super-
hero or a murderous villain. 

The fi rst and second “inFamous” 
games focused on superpowered 
protagonist Cole McGrath as he ran 
around fi ctional analogs of New York 
City and New Orleans,  either saving 
citizens and defeating evil or kicking 
puppies and generally acting like a 
big, electric jerk. This binary good 
or evil system lies at the heart of the 
franchise and infl uences everything 
from gameplay to story progression.

“Second Son” doesn’t diverge from 
this formula much, although it does 
give us a new protagonist in the form 
of Delsin Rowe, whose story is told 
against the backdrop of the very real 
city of Seattle. Delsin is a small-time 
delinquent, specializing in graffi ti and 
annoying his big brother, who just 
happens to be a local police offi cer. 
Through a chance encounter, Delsin 
fi nds out that he’s a “Conduit” — the 

name given to superpowered folks in 
the “inFamous” universe — with the 
ability to copy other Conduits’ abili-
ties. After a bit of exposition, he and 
his brother fi nd themselves in Seattle 
with designs on taking down a corrupt 
government offi cial. 

In order to do this, Delsin has to 
chase down other Conduits in order 
to borrow their powers. To do this, 
he’ll have to make a series of deci-
sions that will infl uence how the game 

plays out, both in 
how the story is 
told and how the 
abilities he gets 
will be used. If 
you make heroic 
decisions, your 
powers will be 
more benign. If 
you decide to be 
more villainous, 
your powers will 

be more combat-oriented. 
While the past “inFamous” games 

toyed with different abilities, they 
never gave players the number of 
skills found in “Second Son.” Without 
spoiling it too much, by the end of the 
game, Delsin has access to four sets of 
powers. Some of those abilities are ba-
sically palette swaps with one another, 
but there is enough variation between 
the abilities that players can adjust to 
fi t their own play style. 

Personally, I used the power that 
allowed me to run up walls when I 
needed to get from point A to point 
B, then I’d drain some smoke powers 
when it was time to throw down. The 
power subsets can’t be changed on the 
fl y, but are switched up by fi nding one 

of the appropriate power sources scat-
tered across the map and draining it. 
I wish we had been given the ability to 
change between abilities a bit quicker, 
but that’s a minor nitpick.  

Generally, a power set has a ranged 
attack, a transportation mode, a melee 
attack and a super attack, which 
is powered up by gaining combat 
“karma.” For instance, if you use a 
power to disable an enemy, rather than 
kill him, you’ll gain good karma points 
that will add up until you can unleash 
the big attack.

Only one of the power sets is miss-
ing this mega attack, which is sort 
of unfortunate, as it leaves that one 
feeling a bit unfi nished. Other than 
that misstep, the combat system is ex-
tremely satisfying, thanks to a fl uid set 
of controls that always feels like you’re 
in charge. Action games live and die 
on their controls and ability to keep 
the action fresh, and thanks to the 
various sets of powers and fi ne control 
you have over the combat, the action 
in “Second Son” never gets boring. 

While the combat is front and center 
in “inFamous,” the storyline has a 
couple of neat hooks that help bring 
it above the comic book storytelling 
it generally falls back on. The best 
hook is tied into Delsin’s graffi ti artist 
background. His internal monologues 
are told with a stylized graffi ti fl air, 
and one of the common side missions 
builds on his background by having 
players hold their controller like a can 
of spray paint to tag surfaces through-
out Seattle. The light on the Dualshock 
even changes colors depending on the 
color of paint being used, which is a 
nice touch. 

The side missions scattered through 
the city aren’t as exciting as the 
combat or story though, as there really 
isn’t much variety in the handful the 
games gives you. Completing them 
will free up sections of the city, which 
doesn’t do much to affect the game 
besides giving access to a fast travel 
point. It would have been nice to have 
some sort of reaction from the antago-
nist as you slowly whittled away her 
control over Seattle, or even change 
up missions from sector to sector, but 
it was the same handful in each area. 
It turned opening up the city into 
somewhat of a slog, with no real payoff 
for the player, save for an unlocking 
of a different design for the back of 
Delsin’s vest. 

Those are really minor annoyances, 
though. The game is bound to be a hit 
for PS4 owners, and for good reason. 
It marries fantastic visuals with a fun, 
albeit basic, story and fantastic com-
bat. For fans of the previous games, 
there is bound to be a sense of déjà vu, 
but there is enough new here for the 
formula to feel suffi ciently refreshing. 

Those who haven’t played the previ-
ous “inFamous” games won’t be lost 
as the story and setting are brand new, 
though those players might not get the 
Easter eggs and fan service scattered 
across the world. Both sets of PS4 
owners really have no reason not to 
pick up “inFamous: Second Son,” as 
it’s easily the best game on the console 
right now. 

Bottom line: B+ If you have a Play-
Station 4 and like fun, “Second Son” is 
a no-brainer. 

Rated: Mature
Platform: PlayStation 4
Online: infamousthegame.com

 Surrounded by a society that fears them, 
superhumans are ruthlessly hunted down and 
caged by the Department of Unifi ed Protection  
in “inFamous: Second Son.” 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF SONY/AP

Overall grade: B+With stunning visuals, smooth combat, game is never boring
‘InFamous: Second Son’
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The midwives of London’s poor will be bicy-
cling back onto television in the U.S. on  April 
6 when “Call the Midwife” returns for a new 
season on PBS. 

Miranda Hart, who plays the clumsy but lov-
able Chummy, stands more than 6 feet tall and 
says she had her days when she longed to be 
petite and graceful. “At one point you wish you 
were the beautiful one at school because things 
seem to come easy to those girls,” she says. 
“And now I look back and I think, ‘Thank you, 
God, I never was that,’ because I think I had 
to rely on wit, and I had to rely on other things 
... It’s good that life doesn’t come easy, I think. 
Of course, there’s a period where you want to 
be the pretty — the pretty little thing. But then 
I’ve turned 40 now and reckon I got used to 
being me at 39. Yeah, it did take a while ... All 
my girlfriends seem to be 5-foot-1, for some 
reason. So you just felt odd. You didn’t feel like 
normal. But I now love that and embrace that.”

— Luaine Lee /MCT 

 “Delivery Man” : A meat delivery man 
(Vince Vaughn) learns that his sperm dona-
tions have resulted in 533 children. Vaughn 
has carved out a successful career playing 
characters who aren’t the most productive 
members of society. And those charac-
ters are usually played for big laughs. He 
portrays the same kind of role in “Delivery 
Man,” a guy whose biggest talent is being 
a frequent sperm donor. But this time the 
laughs are more subdued and — dare it be 
said — sweet. Vaughn’s found a way to take 
a character who, by all accounts, should be 
annoying and make him endearing. The fi lm 
is a pleasant surprise. The storyline, about 
being the father to hundreds, had all the 
earmarks of being an over-the-top comedy. 
Instead, this is one of the sweetest family 
movies released this year on DVD.

WEEKEND: ENTERTAINMENT
NEW ON DVD ‘Late bloomer’ Jeremy Piven 

returns to TV as Mr. Selfridge

Jeremy Piven stars as  entrepreneur 
Harry Selfridge in the “Masterpiece 

Classic” series “Mr. Selfridge .”
PBS/MCT

 ‘Midwife’ actress Miranda Hart: ‘It’s good that life doesn’t come easy’

PBS

 Bryony Hannah,   left, Jessica Rain and  Miranda Hart star on “Call the Midwife.” 

 BY LUAINE LEE

McClatchy-Tribune News Service

 Jeremy Piven was 37 years old 
when he was anointed with “The 
Fresh Face of the Year” acting 
award. At that point he’d been 

performing for 29 years.
He’d costarred in nearly 40 movies 

as well as   TV series  including “Ellen,” 
“Cupid” and “The Larry Sanders Show.” 
But his wasn’t a household name. 

“I was a late bloomer compared to 
other people,” he says. “But for me, it was 
the right journey.”

Piven actually grew up in the theater. 
His parents ran their own theater 
company in Chicago, and Jeremy had 
trekked the stage since he was 8.

He thought everybody’s life included 
curtain calls and greasepaint. “I guess I 
lived in a microcosm. I thought everyone 
grew up on stage and everyone had an 
acting family — and you would grow 
up and do improv games and people 
would enjoy it. And then you would do 
some Salinger or some Mamet or some 
Chekhov. I literally thought everyone 
has this,” he says.

“Then I got to college and, ‘Wait 
a minute! Not everyone grew 
up in this.’ So that was a rude 
awakening. But being exposed, 
I guess ignorance is bliss. I 
didn’t know any better. You’re 
up on stage and you’re throwing 
yourself in, and I didn’t know 
enough to be afraid.”

It turns out he didn’t need to 
be afraid. He worked all of his 
adult years as an actor. And 
two years after he earned the 
dubious “Fresh Face” title, 
he landed the part of super 
agent Ari Gold on HBO’s 
“Entourage.” It was the role 
that boosted him onto the A-list.

“Some people call it paying 
your dues, and I just think it’s luck,” 

he says. “I got lucky in the way that it 
didn’t happen to me early on. I knew 
I was capable of doing other roles. I’d 
played these great roles on stage, but 
they weren’t necessarily coming to 
me (on screen). I didn’t even have the 
opportunity to audition for great roles.

“And Ari was a very small role, the 
reason I got it. It wasn’t on paper. It 
was one little scene in the pilot. He was 
supposed to be a fringe player. And I 
took a chance, and I’m glad that I did. 
That was indicative of my career up 

till that moment, which was you take 
these tiny roles and you put everything 
you have into it, and hopefully they 
will grow. And they’ll see you’re 
contributing, and maybe they will 
expand the role. So that was the result of 
a couple of decades of that type of work.”

It was more than luck, though, when 
Britain came calling, hoping to cast 
Piven, 48, as the  gutsy American who 
established England’s  high-end depart-
ment store, Selfridges. The second 
season of  “Mr. Selfridge”  premieres on 
April 6 on AFN-Movie .

There’s a difference, he says, between 
the way the British cast a role and 
the way the Americans do. “I think in 
the States, it’s almost like the casting 
directors are Method. They want to 
fi nd the authentic person who IS the 
role. And I think in the U.K., if they do 
something, they’re going to do it right. 
So they go to drama school and log the 
hours and put the time in so they fi nd 
the actor to PLAY the role ... And it’s 
very fl attering for people to think I 

might be Ari Gold, when there are 
people like that ... People meeting 
me say, ‘Who’s THIS guy? And why 
are you so calm? Are you stoned?’ 
So that’s an interesting journey.

“And the Brits get that,” says 
Piven. “I think that’s why I was 
cast in this role. I think they saw 
me play these various roles. I 
was lucky enough, and the word 
is — I believe them, or I hope 
this is the case — that I was 
the fi rst person they came to. 
They thought I was capable 
of playing this role. And I 
was very fl attered to play 
in a period drama and play 
this guy who’s an American 
entrepreneur not unlike Ari. 
But they’re very different 
people. Very different.” 

“Key & Peele: Seasons One and Two” : 
The DVD set features former “MADtv” 
actors Keegan-Michael Key and Jordan 
Peele who reunited to star in the new half-
hour cable sketch comedy show. Through 
improv, original characters and celebrity 
impressions, the pair look at the oddities of 
life in a very funny way .

“Here’s Lucy: The Complete Series”:  
Most know Lucille Ball from her years on “I 
Love Lucy.” But after Ball and Desi Arnaz 
divorced, she went on to star in her own se-
ries that ran from 1968-1974. It’s not as good 
as her original series, but the 144 episodes 
show off the comic skills of Ball. 

Also available on DVD :
“Mystery Science Theater 3000: XXIX”: 

Includes “Untamed Youth,” “Hercules and 
the Captive Women,” “The Thing That 
Couldn’t Die,” “The Pumaman.”

“The Wolf of Wall Street”: Leonardo Di-
Caprio plays a stockbroker in the middle of 
widespread corruption on Wall Street.

 “Wonderwall”: George Harrison wrote 
the score for this 1968 fi lm.

  “Welcome to the Jungle”: Offi ce workers 
fi nd themselves in a corporate retreat that 
goes horribly wrong.

 “The Conspiracy”: Two fi lmmakers end 
up in peril after they select a crazed con-
spiracy theorist as the subject of their new 
movie.

“Odd Thomas”: Small-town fry cook sees 
dead people.

   “The Appearing”: Demonic possession 
horror fi lm.

“Scooby-Doo! WrestleMania Mystery”: 
Scooby and the gang protect the WWE 
championship belt.

 “Nature: Honey Badgers: Masters of 
Mayhem”: A look at the honey badger.

  “Californication: The Sixth Season”: 
Hank (David Duchovny) tries to collaborate 
on a rock opera based on his book with a 
famous rock star. 

“Veep: The Complete Second Season”: 
Cable comedy starring Julia Louis-Dreyfus . 

— Rick Bentley /The Fresno Bee 

DreamWorks Pictures  

Britt Robertson, left,  hugs  Vince Vaughn  in 
the recent DVD release “Delivery Man.” 
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WEEKEND: HEALTH & FITNESS

 BY LYDIA MULVANY

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

I’m not a germaphobe,  but 
for a few hours I tried to 
become one.

A City of Milwaukee 
health inspector came to my 
apartment to conduct an inspec-
tion of my kitchen, and as if that 
wasn’t intimidating enough, the 
director of Milwaukee’s Health 
Department came along, too. 
Both were staying for lunch.

I’d invited them over because 
as a reporter covering restaurant 
inspections, it was becoming 
clear my own kitchen would 
likely fail under similar scrutiny.

Sanitation regulations can be 
esoteric. Obviously, moldy cutting 
boards and mouse droppings are  
vile, but restaurants get docked 
for holding beef with broccoli 
at 116 degrees instead of 135, or 
putting dishes in a hand sink.

I don’t even have a so-called 
hand sink, and I don’t take the 
temperature of my food. So what 
other rules was I breaking in my 
kitchen, and how serious were 
they? The restaurants I write 
about get inspected at least once 
a year, and can face fi nes or 
— worst case — closure, for seri-
ous or repeated violations.

The day of my inspection, I 
headed back home from work 
before they were supposed to 
arrive in order to have a few 
minutes to clear away remnants 
of my breakfast and do some last-
minute tasks. But the Milwaukee 
Health Department was one 
step ahead of me. As I walked 
in, the phone rang. Angie Hagy, 
the health director, was already 
downstairs.

I greeted Hagy at the door, but 
the inspector, Carly Hasler, was 
still outside parking her car. To 
buy a few minutes, I asked Hagy 
if she wouldn’t mind letting 

Hasler in. She was onto me.
“Are you going to go franti-

cally clean?” she said.
When they came in, we got 

right down to business and 
washed our hands the approved 
way, for 20 seconds. 

Then the violations started 
piling up. 

Hasler asked for paper towels 
to dry her hands. I had some 
under the sink. As for the hand 
towel hanging on the oven door 
that I actually use for hand dry-
ing? Violation.

I hadn’t been able to stash 
away the breakfast evidence, so 
I picked up a violation there, too. 
I’d sliced cheese on counter space 
next to my sink, but food prepara-
tion has to be done away from the 
potential spray of dirty dishwater.

I was upfront about some of 
my sins. I don’t have a trash can, 

for example. I just hang a plastic 
bag that I throw out every day.

 I also got dinged for how I 
stored my wooden spoons and 
ladles. The handles should be 
sticking up out of the utensil 
holder, not the other way around.

As Hasler continued her walk-
through, poking around in my 
refrigerator and opening draw-
ers, it became clear that home 
kitchens aren’t really designed 
with food safety in mind. For 
example, my refrigerator, like 
most, has crisper drawers for 
fresh foods on the bottom, which 
means raw meat and eggs go on 
the shelves above. That’s the op-
posite of what’s required of res-
taurants, since any leaks would 
contaminate everything below.

Hasler took the temperature 
of my refrigerator to make sure 
it was below 41 degrees and 

tested the air inside of an apple-
sauce jar to make sure it was 
cold enough. The thermometer 
registered 35 degrees on both. 
Although I passed, I’d never have 
known if there was a problem.

  After the walk-through, I 
began preparing lunch: fettuc-
cine with sausage and cream 
sauce, and a simple salad. I 
grabbed some onions and raw 
sausage and carried them as far 
away as I could from the sinks.

It was inevitable something 
would go awry with the raw sau-
sage. When I fi nished cutting it, I 
washed my hands, but turned on 
the faucet with my contaminated 
fi ngers. Technically, I should have 
used my clean wrist, Hasler said.

The hardest thing about hav-
ing the health director to lunch is 
resisting the urge to continually 
nibble away at the creamy pasta 
sauce. Like many people, I love 
to eat as I cook.

“I can’t use this to taste the 
sauce, right?” I asked.

Hagy’s reply was stern. I’d have 
to use a new spoon each time I 
took a bite. I only got one spoonful 
in before lunch was served.

One of my fi nal violations was 
handling the salad with my bare 
hands. In a restaurant, I would 
have worn gloves; even at home, 
Hasler said, I should use tongs to 
wash and toss the salad. 

In the end, they slapped me 
with eight “critical” violations, 
infractions that are more likely 
than others to cause a foodborne 
illness. On the upside, Hasler 
and Hagy ate the pasta and 
salad, and neither of them got 
food poisoning later. (Yes, I 
checked.) 

“We wouldn’t shut you down, 
but there were defi nitely some 
critical things that we’d come 
back and check on,” Hasler said.

Next time, I’ll get home a little 
earlier. 

Restaurant inspection reporter 
puts her kitchen to the test

Up to 
code?

Keep your kitchen safe 
from bacteria and food-
borne illness with these 
tips:
• When shopping: At the 
grocery store, shop for 
paper products, boxed and 
canned items fi rst, then 
frozen items and refriger-
ated items last. Wrap raw 
meats in a plastic bag, and 
place on a shelf beneath 
the cart.
• Test the fridge: Take 
your refrigerator’s tem-
perature. It should be 41 
degrees or lower. And 
make sure food in your 
freezer is frozen.
• Thawing: Don’t thaw fro-
zen food on the countertop. 
Thaw it in the refrigerator, 
under cold running water 
or in the microwave.
• Raw meat: Don’t let raw 
meat, seafood or eggs come 
into contact with other 
food. That’s called cross-
contamination — don’t do 
it!
• Wash, wash, wash: Wash 
hands and surfaces often. 
Wash your hands with 
warm water and soap for 
20 seconds, then dry with 
disposable towels in these 
situations, among others: 
before handling food, after 
using the bathroom, be-
tween tasks like handling 
raw meat and preparing 
other foods.
• No hands: Use tongs or 
other utensils to handle 
food whenever possible.
• Sanitize: Clean and sani-
tize all surfaces, including 
the sink, before preparing 
food and between tasks 
that contaminate cutting 
boards, knives and other 
surfaces. Use bleach to 
sanitize, with a solution of 
one teaspoon of bleach per 
quart of water.
• Cook to proper 
temperature: Poultry 
and stuffed meats to 165 
degrees, ground meats 
to 155 degrees, pork and 
fi sh to 145 degrees and 
vegetables to 135 degrees. 
They should reach those 
temperatures for at least 15 
seconds.
• Keep at proper 
temperature: Keep hot 
food at 135 degrees or 
higher. Once leftovers fall 
below that temperature, 
they have six hours to 
cool to a safe 41 degrees, 
and they should cool to 71 
degrees in the fi rst two 
hours. Otherwise, throw 
them away.
• Big batches of 
leftovers: Don’t put that 
huge pot of steaming 
chili in the refrigerator 
— it won’t cool fast enough, 
which means your dinner 
tomorrow will have been in 
the temperature “danger 
zone” where bacteria was 
fruitful and multiplied. In-
stead, fi ll your sink with ice, 
place the pot in there and 
stir until cooled. Or, divide 
the leftovers into smaller, 
shallower containers. 

  PHOTOS BY RICK WOOD, MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL/MCT

Milwaukee health inspector Carly Hasler, left, talks with reporter 
Lydia Mulvany during a visit to Mulvany ’s kitchen.  

When it comes to safe food handling, washing hands — and vegetables — is a must. Gloves can also be worn and make cleanup easier.  

FOOD SAFETY TIPS
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WEEKEND: FAMILY

As the “Army Wives” television show concludes 
its seven-season run, the end is also near for the 
last of the real-life wars the program portrayed. 
When the show began airing on the Lifetime 

Network in 2007, the U.S. was at war in both Afghanistan 
and Iraq. The show portrayed the friendships, romances 
and struggles of Army spouses at a fi ctional Army base, 
through wars and other more personal confl icts.

“There’s irony there, that the show ended as (the war) 
is winding down in Afghanistan,” said Tanya Biank, 
author of “Army Wives: The Unwritten Code of Military 
Marriage,” the nonfi ction book on which the show and its 
fi ctional characters were based.

“Jeff Malvoin, the executive pro-
ducer, said the show was (Lifetime’s) 
longest-running show to cover the 
longest-running war in our history,” 
she said.

The war is ending, and the serial 
drama about military spouses and 
families is over, but real military life 
goes on, as does global confl ict.

“We live in such a volatile world … 
Our military will always be deployed 
to danger zones,” said Biank, who is 
an Army wife, daughter and sister. 
“We’re always going to have soldiers on hardship tours.

“I hope the American public doesn’t forget about the 
sacrifi ces that these men and women are making — and 
their families,” she said. “That was the great thing about  
... ‘Army Wives.’ It showed the human side of service.”

The show was canceled last fall, after Season 7 was 
already completed, so the fi nal episode left the characters 
— and the show’s many fans — hanging.

“We did not know that the show would be ending when 
Season 7 ended last June,” said Biank. “If we had known 
that it was going to be a series ending and not just a sea-
son ending, there would have been more of a conclusion. 
The plot lines would have been resolved with a nice send-
off for the characters,” said Biank, who also served as a 
military consultant to writers and producers throughout 
the show’s run, the longest in the network’s history.

Perhaps to atone for the loose ends, earlier this month 
Lifetime aired a two-hour special called “Final Salute to 
Army Wives.” It did not resolve the stories in the drama, 
but it did reunite many of the original cast members, who 
talked about their experiences.

“For a show to be given the opportunity to have a re-
union special … is really unique and a nod to how popular 
the show was,” said Biank, who was featured on the fi nal 
show, as were stars like Brigid Brannagh, Sally Press-
man, Brian McNamara, Kim Delaney and others.

“Do I think the show ran its course? I don’t,” Biank 
said. “The executive producer told me he thought we had 
many more meaningful and worthy plotlines and stories 
to share. He said we still had some mileage. When he 
talks about ‘Army Wives,’ he had that little twinkle in his 
eye, and that is so important. ”

In spite of her disappointment, Biank said she chooses 
to focus on the positives. 

“The show meant so much to fans and impacted them 
in so many positive ways. So I’ve been celebrating that 
fact since the show was canceled,” she said.

 She believes the show’s success had both civilian and 
military components. Civilians watched the show be-
cause they wanted to better understand servicemembers 
and their families, she said.

“For the military, it was a venue to share our story with 
the American people and to be proud of our story.”

Biank described a restaurant — in her husband’s Ohio 
hometown — where photographs of every person from 
the town who has served in uniform are displayed on the 
wall.

“I think that just tells you something: that even though 
you might not have a personal connection to the military, 
it still matters,” she said.

“We live in a country where people like Miley Cyrus 
and Justin Bieber grab headlines, but (that wall) tells 
me that serving one’s country matters; those who serve 
alongside at the home front matter. I think that sacrifi ce, 
honor and service to nation will never go out of fashion.”
Terri Barnes writes Spouse Calls weekly for Stars and Stripes and is 
the author of “Spouse Calls: Messages From a Military Life.” Contact
her at spousecalls@stripes.com or at stripes.com/ go/spousecalls.

SPOUSE CALLS

‘Army Wives’ ends, 
but real life goes on

 BY CORAL GARNICK

The Seattle Times

Juliet Sykes watched teary-eyed as glass workers 
began to shape a small white heart.

Glowing orange tanks full of melted glass at 
2,300 degrees lined the back wall, while reheat-

ing stations with steel tools and buckets of cold water 
dotted the workshop. Sykes stood upstairs in the gallery, 
taking it all in.

Before the ball of glass was formed into a solid heart 
with swirls of color and glitter, an artist rolled it across 
a tablespoon of ash — the ashes of Sykes’ great grand-
mother Dorothy “Nanny” Walker, who died in 1998.

“It is just so beautiful,” Sykes said as sparks jumped 
off a cold steel blade as it touched the burning-hot glass. 
“I love the sparks — that is Nanny saying, ‘I’m here.’ ”

Whether it is a glass heart or a diamond ring or being 
placed in a reef off the coast of Florida, people are fi nd-
ing new ways to memorialize the life of their departed 
loved ones who chose cremation.

 In the 18 months since Greg and Christina Dale 
started Artful Ashes in Sammamish, Wash., in 2012, the 
Dales have gone from 10 memorials a month to more 
than 200. By contracting with Glass Eye Studio in Bal-
lard, Wash., they have the capacity to make 110 a day, 
said Christina Dale.

From 2002 to 2012, the cremation rate in the United 
States increased from 28.2 percent to 43.5 percent, 
according to the most recent data from the Cremation 
Association of North America (CANA). 

“It is closure for a lot of people while also giving them 
something that fi ts perfectly in their hands,” Christina, 
49, said. 

Lisa Suchsland heard about Artful Ashes through 
a friend and decided to make a heart in honor of her 
father, who died two years ago.

She  said her family agreed they would get more joy 
out of a glass keepsake than having ashes on a mantel.

“There really could not be anything more beautiful 
and personal to me than to have a heart made with his 
ashes,” said Suchsland . “It is nice to have a place to go, 
a cemetery or a mausoleum, but it is also nice to have 
something to hold.”

People are realizing they have more options to 
personalize a memorial tribute, said Barbara Kemmis, 
CANA executive director.

“Ten years ago, you had three choices,” Kemmis said. 
“Your choices were to scatter remains, buy an urn and 
keep it in your house, or buy an urn and put it in a cem-
etery. But what gets more personalized than art?”

The idea for Artful Ashes came out of a close call 
with Greg Dale’s father. He lives in Miami and went to 
the hospital for surgery in February 2012. Beforehand, 
he researched end-of-life options, just to be prepared.

“He was like, ‘Did you know you could be buried in 
a reef or made into a ring or shot into outer space?’ ” 
Christina Dale said. “Luckily his dad pulled through, 
but the whole thing just got us thinking.”

Just a few months later, Greg visited a Made in Wash-
ington store that carries Glass Eye Studio’s glass heart 
paperweights. He approached the studio owners with 
his idea of incorporating a small amount of cremated 

ashes into the colorful 
hearts and they liked 
the idea, so the business 
was formed.

Susan and Ted Smith, 
who bought Glass Eye 
Studio in November, 
said they were happy to 
continue the partner-
ship and gave the couple 
an offi ce at the studio. 
Glass Eye employees 

make the memorials, and the Dales buy them from the 
studio at wholesale prices , Greg said. Artful Ashes then 
sells both the hearts and globes to customers for $185.

“They are almost like funeral directors,” said Ted 
Smith. “The product is just a piece of what they do for 
these people. I am always seeing people leave with a 
smile even during such a sad time.”

 Nick Savage co-founded Memory Glass, one of the 
fi rst glass-memorial businesses in the country, in 2002. 
 Savage said  in the past fi ve years, he has seen an explo-
sion of new ideas for memorial items.

“The baby-boomer generation is coming through,” he 
said. “They want something unique, original — some-
thing artistic. ”

  It had been more than 15 years since Nanny was 
cremated, but Juliet Sykes said when she saw one of the 
Artful Ashes hearts on Facebook, she had to have one.

 Sykes told the Dales : “I just wish granddad had been 
cremated, too, so they could be together.”

ASHES
Company mixes remains 
into treasured keepsakes

Terri Barnes

art from

Left: Somboun Vattana forms 
molten glass into a heart-shaped 
memento that will contain ashes of 
a deceased family member .

Below: Juliet Sykes watches 
the formation of the keepsake 
that will contain ashes of her 
great-grandmother.
PHOTOS BY KEN LAMBERT, SEATTLE TIMES/MCT

‘ The baby-boomer 
generation ... wants 
something unique, 
original — some-
thing artistic. ’

Nick Savage
founder of Memory Glass
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 BY JESSICA HERNDON

The Associated Press

 It’s tough to get writer-director Chris-
topher Nolan to divulge details about 
the plot of his upcoming sci-fi movie 
“Interstellar.”

“We’re right in the thick of the first 
cut of the film,” he said on stage during a 
question and answer session at the annual 
movie-theater convention CinemaCon in 
Las Vegas on Wednesday. “So I can’t re-
ally say much about it right now.”

However, he did say that the tone of the 
time travel-focused project, of which sci-
entist Kip Thorne is a producer, is very 
different than any of his previous films.

“For me, it’s about harking back to films 
I saw when I was a child,” he said. “I grew 
up in an era that was the golden age of the 
blockbuster, where something being a fam-
ily film could be very broad and universal. 
I feel like that is something I want to see 
again. Something that looks at where we 
are as people, and where we might go.”

Co-written with his brother and fre-
quent collaborator Jonathan Nolan — the 
two have worked on “The Dark Knight,” 
“The Dark Knight Rises” and “The Pres-

FACES

The Associated Press  

 London’s Barbican Centre said Wednes-
day Benedict Cumberbatch will play Ham-
let at the venue next year. The Lyndsey 
Turner-directed production of “Hamlet” 
will run  August to October 2015, and the 
 stint in the 1,160-seat venue is guaranteed 
to be a hot ticket. Cumberbatch has gained 
fans around the world for his role in the 
BBC TV drama “Sherlock” as cerebral 
sleuth Sherlock Holmes.

Producer Sonia Friedman called Cum-
berbatch “one of the most gifted and excit-
ing actors of his generation.”

Cumberbatch, who  appeared  in the mov-
ies   “12 Years a Slave” and “The  Fifth Es-
tate” won an Olivier theater award for his 
starring role in “Frankenstein” at Britain’s 
National Theatre in 2011.

 Winfrey  going on the road

 Oprah Winfrey is taking a self-help show 
on the road to eight cities this fall, a two-
day event giving fans a chance to see and 
possibly meet her.

The talk-show host and chief of the OWN 
television network said Wednesday the 
“Oprah’s The Life You Want Weekend” will 
include some of the personalities she has 
featured over the years. Also appearing 
will be “Eat, Pray, Love” author Elizabeth 
Gilbert and Pastor Rob Bell, with author 
Deepak Chopra at some of the tour stops.

Winfrey has done speaking engagements 
and held a few live “Oprah’s Life Class” 
events in recent years, but nothing of this 
scale, organizers said.  Tickets start at $99 
and range up to $999 .

 Startup offers movie investing 

 A new startup is offering wealthy inves-
tors a chance to finance movies starring 
Tom Hanks, Kate Winslet and Casey Af-
fleck. The San Francisco-based Junction 
launched Wednesday. It’s a twist on the 
crowdfunding that has helped movies like 
“Veronica Mars” get made. It’s open only 
to those who make $200,000 a year or have 
a net worth of more than $1 million.

Junction investors share in potential 
profits, like normal film financiers. Con-
tributors to projects on crowdfunding sites 
like Kickstarter receive rewards, like a 
copy of the script or a signed movie poster.

Junction films are already fully funded, 
but open to adding more investors.

Among the first projects are the John 

Hillcoat-directed “Triple Nine,” with Af-
fleck and Winslet, and the Dave Eggers 
adaptation “A Hologram for the King,”
starring Hanks. 

 Snooki plans  N.J. wedding

 Officials in a northern New Jersey town
are discussing whether to allow taping of 
an MTV show featuring Nicole “Snooki”
Polizzi’s wedding. 

The cast member of the reality series
“Jersey Shore” and “Snooki and JWoww”
spinoff intends to marry her fiance, Jionni
LaValle, at the Venetian banquet hall
in Garfield in the fall. The couple has
a 1-year-old son. Polizzi’s website says
she’s planning a “Great Gatsby”-themed
wedding.  

 BY ANTHONY MCCARTNEY

The Associated Press

 Columbus Short, a lead actor on the 
television series “Scandal,” was arrested 
Wednesday on a felony charge that he seri-
ously injured a man during an altercation 
at a restaurant earlier this month.

Short was arrested by police in Clare-
mont, Calif., on a warrant issued in a case 
that alleges he committed a battery that 
caused serious bodily harm.

The actor was involved in a dispute with 
a man at a West Los Angeles, Calif., restau-
rant March 15 before Short hit the man and 
knocked him out, according to Los Angeles 
police and prosecutors. Further details 
about the altercation were not released.

Short, 31, plays attorney Harrison 
Wright on ABC’s hit series “Scandal.” Re-
cords show he was released Wednesday 
after posting $50,000 bail. If convicted, 
Short faces up to four years in state prison. 
A date for his initial court appearance has 
not yet been set.

A phone number for Jeff Jacquet, Short’s 
attorney in another criminal case, had a 
full voicemail box, and a message sent via 
fax was not immediately returned.

Short was charged Feb. 14 with misde-
meanor spousal battery and has pleaded 
not guilty in that case. A judge ordered him 
to stay away from his wife, Tuere Short, at 
a March 5 court hearing. Records show she 
filed for divorce last year but dismissed 
her petition earlier this year. 

SONY PICTURES/AP

First look at ‘The Amazing Spider-Man 2’
 Sony Pictures debuted 30 minutes of 3-D footage of “The Amazing Spider-Man 2” — starring   Andrew Garfield, as Spider-Man, 
left, and Jamie Foxx as Electro — at  CinemaCon in Las Vegas on Wednesday night  . Cut into multiple segments, a packed house 
at Caesars Palace previewed scenes explaining the death of Peter Parker’s parents, played by Campbell Scott and Embeth 
Davidtz, and the rekindling  of Parker  and Gwen Stacy, played by Emma Stone, as they graduate from high school. 

AP

“Scandal” actor  Columbus  Short was 
arrested  Wednesday   on a felony battery 
case filed after he knocked a man out 
during an altercation in a West Hollywood, 
Calif., restaurant on March 15 .

‘Scandal’ 
 star charged 
with felony  

 Flick is  a nod to movies from Nolan’s childhood

‘Sherlock’ to Shakespeare: Benedict Cumberbatch to play Hamlet on London stage

tige” together — “Interstellar” is about 
“interstellar travel,” Nolan offered.

But just how the story will unfold when 
it hits theaters in November is still a mys-
tery. In the trailer, snippets of archival 
aviation footage is shown as Matthew 
McConaughey talks about “the ability to 
overcome the impossible” via voiceover. 

We also see a shot of the Oscar winner 
driving down a dusty road while tears are 
in his eyes and a little girl holding a man’s 
hand while watching the launch of what 
looks like a rocket.

McConaughey, along with Anne Ha-
thaway and Jessica Chastain, stars in the 
film. Nolan said he “needed someone who 

was very much an everyman” to play the
male lead. McConaughey, he added, was
an ideal choice. 

“He is experiencing extraordinary 
events in the film and we are seeing them
through his eyes. I didn’t know how much
potential Matthew had until ‘Mud.’ It
showed me a side of his capabilities that
I never knew was there. It’s a transforma-
tive performance.”

Though he did not reveal any of the loca-
tions where the film was shot, Nolan said
the film was “shot like a documentary.”

 He said he tried to stay away from cre-
ating scenes with CGI. “We put the people
in the real environments,” he added. 

‘ I grew up in an era that was the golden 
age of the blockbuster, where something 
being a family fi lm could be very broad 
and universal. I feel like that is something I 
want to see again. ’

Christopher Nolan
writer-director of “Interstellar”
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Ending current setup could be a Net loss
 BY ANN MCFEATTERS

McClatchy-Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON

Here’s a conundrum for our 
times.

The Internet has opened up 
free expression to millions of 

people around the world, including those 
who live in dictatorships. But the United 
States just announced it intends to give up 
oversight of the functioning of the Internet 
to an as-yet-unformed international orga-
nization. The idea is to give more govern-
ment and private entities a bigger stake in 
controlling the Web. But it could also mean 
stifling the free flow of ideas.

You probably aren’t surprised to know 
that this has created a huge international 
controversy, with pro-democracy advo-
cates in a tizzy and academics engaged 
in full-throated debate. Most of us are 
scratching our perplexed heads.

You also might not be surprised to know 
that the widespread spying by the National 
Security Agency for the last six years has 
contributed to the brouhaha.

Is the Obama administration about to 
make a huge mistake with potentially di-
sastrous ramifications for millions of peo-

ple around the globe?
Possibly.
The Department of Commerce says that 

it was always intended that the U.S. over-
sight of the Internet over a group that doles 
out domain names and Internet address 
numbers would be temporary. The con-
tract between the Commerce Department 
and the nonprofit Internet Corporation for 
Assigned Names and Numbers, or ICANN, 
which has been doing the daily, onerous 
task of technical management of the Inter-
net in California, expires Sept. 30, 2015.

It is not an easy task to oversee the In-
ternet, with millions of Internet Protocol 
addresses and names to keep track of and 
manage. Commerce’s contract with ICANN 
has worked well (Commerce always has 
had authority to veto ICANN’s decisions), 
but Commerce says the “timing is right” 
for the rest of the world to take over.

ICANN has matured as a competent, in-
dependent operation. But because of NSA’s 
enthusiasm about tapping cellphones of 
world leaders and reading emails, many 
regard ICANN with suspicion because 
of its partnership with Commerce. Thus 
Commerce proposes to terminate it.

(Former President Jimmy Carter just 
revealed that when he has important mes-
sages to convey, he sends them by snail 
mail because he is convinced he is being 
spied upon.)

But with governments increasingly 
being called “stakeholders” in the use of 
the Internet, many are worried that if re-
pressive regimes get more control over the 
Internet, they will do what China has done 
— restrict access to citizens.

Commerce stresses that one of the goals 
of the transition from U.S. control of admin-
istration of the Internet (by Commerce’s 
White-House-advising National Telecom-
munications and Information Administra-

tion) to international control is maintaining 
the “openness of the Internet.”

Let’s see how that is working right now.
A few days ago Turkey’s government
banned Twitter because Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan was angry about 
leaks on social media that fueled a corrup-
tion scandal involving his government. He
is worried about keeping his 11-year-old 
hold on power.

Commerce says the first step in the tran-
sition is creation of an oversight body that
would “win the trust of crucial stakehold-
ers around the world.” Sure. Governments
such as Russia and China will simply step 
aside and let well-meaning, humanitarian,
benign nonprofits take over the most pow-
erful communications tool ever invented.

There is an “out.” If Commerce is con-
vinced an international oversight body
developed by ICANN would not be fair,
uncorrupt, open and functional, ICANN’s 
supervision could be extended as is. But
the fallout would be extreme — the U.S.
promises international control but then 
backs away from it?

We ponder the efficacy of international
bodies such as the United Nations and
the International Atomic Energy Agency
and the International Telecommunica-
tions Union and are left doubtful that an
“independent,” nonprofit body, even one
conceived by the global tech community, 
could oversee the complicated entity that
is the Internet. Let alone maintain the in-
novation and fairness such a hungry beast
demands.

How ironic and tragic if Edward
Snowden’s thoughtless unleashing of NSA
secrets ends up endangering cyberspace
in unfathomable ways.
Ann McFeatters is an op-ed columnist for 
McClatchy-Tribune. 
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Obama’s policies poll well, but he doesn’t
 BY ROBERT KAGAN

Whether one likes President 
Barack Obama’s conduct 
of foreign policy or not, the 
common assumption is that 

the administration is at least giving the 
American people the foreign policy they 
want. The majority of Americans have op-
posed any meaningful U.S. role in Syria, 
have wanted to lessen U.S. involvement in 
the Middle East generally, are eager to see 
the “tide of war” recede and would like to 
focus on “nation-building at home.” Until 
now, the president generally has catered to 
and encouraged this public mood, so one 
presumes that he has succeeded, if nothing 
else, in gaining the public’s approval.

Yet, surprisingly, he hasn’t. The pres-
ident’s approval ratings on foreign pol-
icy are dismal. According to the most 
recent CBS News poll, only 36 percent of 
Americans approve of the job Obama is 
doing on foreign policy, while 49 percent 
disapprove.

That was consistent with other polls 
over the past year. A November poll by the 
Pew Research Center showed 34 percent 
approval on foreign policy vs. 56 percent 
disapproval. The CBS poll showed a high-
er percentage of Americans approving of 
Obama’s economic policies (39 percent) 
and a higher percentage approving his 
handling of health care (41 percent). For-
eign policy is the most unpopular thing 
Obama is doing right now. And lest one 
think that foreign policy is never a win-
ner, Bill Clinton’s foreign policy ratings at 
roughly the same point in his second term 
were quite good — 57 percent approval; 
34 percent disapproval — and Ronald 
Reagan’s rating was more than 50 percent 

at a similar point in his presidency. That 
leaves Obama in the company of George 
W. Bush — not the first-term Bush whose 
ratings were consistently high but the sec-
ond-term Bush mired in the worst phase of 
the Iraq War.

Nor are Obama’s numbers on foreign 
policy simply being dragged down by his 
overall job approval ratings. The public 
is capable of drawing distinctions. When 
George H.W. Bush’s overall approval rat-
ings were tanking in the last year of his 
presidency, his ratings on economic policy 
led the downward trend, but his foreign 
policy ratings stayed above 50 percent. Ac-
cording to the CBS poll, Obama’s overall 
approval rating is 40 percent, four points 
higher than his foreign policy rating.

So we return to the paradox: Obama is 
supposedly conducting a foreign policy in 
tune with popular opinion, yet his foreign 
policy is not popular. What’s the explana-
tion? I await further investigation by poll-
sters, but until then I offer one hypothesis:

A majority of Americans may not want 
to intervene in Syria, do anything serious 
about Iran or care what happens in Af-
ghanistan, Iraq, Egypt or Ukraine. They 
may prefer a minimalist foreign policy in 
which the United States no longer plays a 
leading role in the world and leaves others 
to deal with their own miserable problems. 
They may want a more narrowly self-in-
terested American policy. In short, they 
may want what Obama so far has been giv-
ing them. But they’re not proud of it, and 
they’re not grateful to him for giving them 
what they want.

For many decades Americans thought of 
their nation as special. They were the self-
proclaimed “leader of the free world,” the 
“indispensable nation,” the No. 1 super-

power. It was a source of pride. Now, pun-
dits and prognosticators are telling them
that those days are over, that it is time
for the United States to seek more mod-
est goals commensurate with its declining 
power. And they have a president commit-
ted to this task. He has shown little nostal-
gia for the days of U.S. leadership and at 
times seems to conceive it as his job to deal 
with the “reality” of decline.

Perhaps this is what they want from
him. But it is not something they will thank 
him for. To follow a leader to triumph in-
spires loyalty, gratitude and affection. Fol-
lowing a leader in retreat inspires no such 
emotions.

Presidents are not always rewarded for
doing what the public says it wants. Some-
times they are rewarded for doing just
the opposite. Bill Clinton enjoyed higher
approval ratings after intervening in Bos-
nia and Kosovo, even though majorities of
Americans had opposed both interventions
before he launched them. Who knows what 
the public might have thought of Obama
had he gone through with his planned at-
tack on Syria last August? As Col. Henry
Stimson observed, until a president leads, 
he can’t expect the people to “voluntarily 
take the initiative in letting him know 
whether or not they would follow him if 
he did take the lead.” Obama’s speech in
Europe on Wednesday shows that he may
understand that the time has come to offer 
leadership. Whether or not he does in
his remaining time in office, perhaps his
would-be successors can take note.
Robert Kagan, a senior fellow at the Brookings 
Institution, is an occasional contributor to The 
Washington Post op-ed page. He is the author of 
“The World America Made.”  This column first
appeared in The Washington Post.
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  Make it Hobby Lobby’s choice
The Detroit News

Hobby Lobby is the kind of business 
President Barack Obama says he loves. 
The family-owned company is success-
ful, and its owners treat their employees 
like family. They receive better pay and 
benefits than many others in retail jobs, 
including wages well above the federal 
minimum.

But through Obamacare, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services is 
requiring all businesses to provide a wide 
range of contraceptives free of charge to 
employees through their insurance plans. 
Part of that requirement goes against the 
religious beliefs of the family who owns 
Hobby Lobby, and they’ve brought a law-
suit against the Obama administration.

The company was founded by David 
Green in a garage in 1972. The family busi-
ness has grown into more than 556 stores 
in 41 states with 16,000 full-time employ-
ees. Hobby Lobby pays its hourly employ-
ees 90 percent above the federal minimum 
wage and offers them generous insurance 
and retirement plans for a retail chain.

On Tuesday, the U.S. Supreme Court 
heard oral arguments in the Hobby Lobby 
case. This case was combined with a simi-
lar one out of Pennsylvania. The Greens 
are represented by the Becket Fund for 
Religious Liberty, a nonprofit legal and 
educational institute.

The contraceptive mandate has created 
an uproar throughout the Catholic Church 
and beyond to the private sector. So far, 
94 cases have been filed challenging the 
mandate — half are from for-profit compa-
nies like Hobby Lobby. The rest are from 
nonprofits. Eleven of the lawsuits are out 
of Michigan.

And the Hobby Lobby owners do offer 
birth control to employees in their insur-
ance plans. It’s the drugs and devices that 
may induce an early abortion that they ob-
ject to — only four out of 20 contraceptives 
the Obama administration wants employ-
ers to include.

Lori Windham, a Becket Fund attorney 
who is representing Hobby Lobby, says 
the law is on the side of Hobby Lobby. For 
instance, in a decision last June, the U.S. 
10th Circuit Court of Appeals upheld the 
religious rights of the Greens. Many of the 
other businesses and organizations chal-
lenging the mandate have had similar fa-
vorable rulings.

“We are hopeful,” Windham said. If the 
Green family doesn’t win, Windham says 
this will set a “very disturbing and trou-
bling precedent” that if you open a family 
business you forfeit your religious rights. 
And with that precedent, there would be 
few limits as to what the government could 
tell companies to do.

In a country that was founded on protect-
ing basic, individual freedoms, that would 
be a significant setback — not to mention 
an affront to the Constitution.  ... The Su-
preme Court should uphold the ability of 
people like the Greens to run a business 
without violating their conscience. 

 Can’t just ignore ACA deadline
The Kansas City (Mo.) Star

It’s down to the wire, folks. Under the 
new federal health care law, March 31 
is the deadline for signing up for health 
insurance, either through the federal 
marketplace, HealthCare.gov., or from a 
private insurer.

If you aren’t insured through an em-
ployer, or don’t already have an individual 
policy, you have compelling reasons to act 
quickly. ... Going uninsured will cost you. 
The law requires a tax penalty for remain-
ing uncovered. Depending on your income, 
you could end up paying anywhere from 
$95 as a single adult to as much as $10,150. 
A single person whose modified adjusted 
gross income is $35,000 a year would be 
liable for a $249 penalty. And you get noth-
ing for your money. ...

Yes, Obamacare has been controversial. 
But it is the law, and millions of Americans 
are benefiting from it.

Even critics appreciate the law’s con-
sumer protections, especially a prohibition 
against insurers refusing affordable poli-
cies to consumers with pre-existing health 
conditions. And the only way to guarantee 
affordable coverage to sick people is to 
recruit healthy people into the insurance 
pool . 

 It’s obvious how NRA operates
Reading (Pa.) Eagle

Though the designee supports increased 
gun regulations, he’d play no role in form-
ing policy.

The National Rifle Association’s attack 
on President Barack Obama’s surgeon 
general nominee is a too-common tale of 
corrupted power and political cowardice. 
It’s also, apparently, on the verge of derail-
ing Dr. Vivek H. Murthy’s candidacy.

No doubt many NRA backers will blind-
ly rejoice, but we caution that this story 
should dismay both guns-rights advocates 
and gun-control proponents.

Because the crux of the NRA’s smear 
campaign simply bears no relevance to 
Murthy’s would-be role as the country’s 
top doctor. Murthy is Yale- and Harvard-
educated. ... But the NRA began aiming 
its political guns at Murthy in a bullying 
February letter to Senate leaders, writ-
ing, “[There is a] likelihood he would use 
the office of surgeon general to further his 
pre-existing campaign against gun owner-
ship.” ...

It’s true that Murthy advocates an as-
sault weapons ban and mandatory train-
ing. Patching gunshot victims’ gaping 
wounds when he was an emergency-room 
doctor likely helped shape Murthy’s posi-
tion that gun ownership is more a harmful 
than a helpful right.

Still, the NRA’s arguments are specious.
Forget that at his confirmation hearing 

Murthy testified he had no intention of 
using the surgeon general’s post to advance 
a gun control platform, because Murthy’s 
intent has little to do with the fact that a 
surgeon general has no role in gun regula-
tion formation.  ...

Despite this nonconnection between 
Murthy’s guns stance and a surgeon gen-
eral’s role, the White House is reportedly 
recalibrating its strategy on Murthy, and 
10 Democrats from heavily pro-gun states 
have hinted they’d vote against him.

Shame on the NRA for exerting its alarm-
ist might against a qualified candidate not 
in lockstep with its one-way agenda. Shame 
on Obama for not having Murthy’s back. 
And shame on those Democrats for their 
me-first approach to politics. 

Flight 370: need to know why
The Dallas Morning News

One part of the mystery solved, another 
continues to build.

Malaysia’s prime minister ended the 
rankest speculation with the announce-
ment Monday that Malaysia Airlines Flight 
370 was likely lost in the southern Indian 
Ocean.

It was, at least, a merciful gesture for 
loved ones of the 239 passengers and crew-
members after more than two weeks of 
agonizing over how and why a Boeing 777 
could simply vanish — and whether they 
should hold out hope for a miracle.

A statement the airline sent to relatives 
said an analysis concluded that “none of 
those on board survived.” The heartbreak-
ing news let the families move on to a new 
phase of their vigil.

Prime Minister Najib Razak’s announce-
ment also should end conjecture over cer-
tain implausible scenarios. ...

The detective work to piece together 
why the Beijing-bound plane went drasti-
cally off course is no closer to definitive 
answers, however.

Why did the plane’s transponder abrupt-
ly go quiet as the plane neared Vietnamese 
airspace? Was there hidden meaning to the 
first officer’s last words: “All right, good 
night”?

Was the crew overcome by a suddenly 
depressurized cabin? Why didn’t passen-
gers make any cellphone calls? Did lithium 
batteries in the plane’s cargo hold ignite?

The answers are significant to both the 
flying public and an airline industry that 
desperately wants to address lingering 
doubts about safety. The Boeing 777 has 

a remarkable safety record, with only two
serious mishaps among hundreds of air-
craft over 19 years. If it has an undiscov-
ered vulnerability, analyzing that could
save lives in the future. 

 First job matters down the line
Deseret News, Salt Lake City

The rising rate of unemployment among
teenagers is the perfect storm of social and
economic trends that is clouding the future
for American youth, particularly young
men. Jobs are harder to come by. That
scarcity is likely to continue as technology
and automation replace jobs traditionally
held by those first entering the workforce,
and as long as government tinkers with
policies that make it harder for companies 
to hire young people.

The consequences may be difficult to 
grapple with. Young men who are unable 
to find employment and vocational skills
early in life are less likely to embark on a
career path that ensures stability in adult-
hood. ...

One reason for hope is the programs
springing up to provide apprenticeships 
for teenagers to gain real-world work ex-
perience as part of their secondary or post-
high school educations. ...

In Utah, the rate of teenage employment 
is relatively high, according to an analysis 
by the Brookings Institute. The Provo area
enjoys the nation’s highest rate of employ-
ment among 16-19 year olds, at about 49 
percent. The national rate is around 26 
percent, down from about 45 percent in
2000. The higher job rate in Utah is attrib-
uted to several factors, primarily the influ-
ence of an overall low unemployment rate,
a higher-than-average number of youth
per capita, and a culture of attaining part-
time employment at an early age.

That culture provides benefits to indi-
viduals and to society at large. To ensure 
that it continues, educators in Utah and na-
tionwide should consider the kinds of ini-
tiatives to partner schools and businesses 
in apprenticeship programs. Existing pro-
grams could be expanded to a larger scale, 
extending their benefits.

Similarly, both local and national policy-
makers must remember not to do harm to
teenage employment prospects. Specifical-
ly, raising the national or state minimum
wage laws are certain to narrow the oppor-
tunities available for younger workers. 

 Put Obama library in Chicago
Chicago Sun-Times

Just say no to splitting up the Obama
presidential library.

Say no to an annex in Hawaii.
Say no to a building at the University of 

Illinois.
Say no to a facility at Chicago State 

University.
Sometimes the whole really is better 

than the sum of its parts.
To realize its full potential, the Barack

Obama presidential library and museum
should be confined to a single site on Chi-
cago’s mid-South Side, within striking dis-
tance of the University of Chicago. ...

The foundation overseeing the library
last week laid out in broad terms its vision,
making it a critical moment to draw a line 
in the sand.

The Sun-Times’ Lynn Sweet said that
document includes a reference to a “multi-
unit facility,” possibly a signal that the first
couple is looking for more than one build-
ing and location. That potentially opens
the door for a site in Hawaii or local sites
beyond the mid-South Side.

The foundation expects to select a site in 
early 2015.

There is only so much money, so many 
artifacts, so much time. They should all
be concentrated on Chicago’s mid-South
Side, giving each and every library visitor
the richest and most rewarding experience
possible. 

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates.

What newspapers
are saying at home

CHARLES DHARAPAK/AP

David Green, second from left, founder and chief executive officer of Hobby Lobby, 
walks with his wife, Barbara, center, and members of their family as they acknowledge 
a cheer from demonstrators  a t the Supreme Court  on Tuesday . 
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Fiat, Doblo, 2004 $3600.00
(VAN) 172,000KM, Blue Metalic.
1 Set of Summer and Winter
Tires. AC, Central Lock, Electric
Windows. German Inspection
Until June 2015 $3600 OBO.
Call 06122-7034551 or email
johncaparco@gmail.com

BMW, 316i, 1997 $3000.00
Great car with no problems.
Silver. Automatic transmission.
Seat heaters. Summer tires and
winter tires all on wheels. Call or
email. Willing to negotiate!
016092963047 erinelizabef@h
otmail.com

Suzuki, Hayabusa, 2011
$10498.00 A red, black and
chrome American spec Busa
with only 3,600 miles. NADA
(average) retail $12,674. Only
mods are incredible sounding
dual Yoshimura 011 49 9662
420 695 lamonte.r.chatman.mil
@mail.mil

VOLVO, XC70 AWD, 2007
$15000.00 2007 Crosscountry
AWD Automatic millage 87K
leather, pwr heated front
seats,AC, DVD wireless head-
phones, park assist, tow pack-
age, sun roof, electric windos,
geartronic transmission,dealer
maintained, or 017661266595
w.ssims@yahoo.com

BUERSTER, TRAILER 530TL
CITY, 1983 $500.00 German
camper that is currently regis-
tered in the U.S. USAREUR
System. Registration is good
until July 2014. Please contact
me if you would like more
pictures or more information.
Camper is located in Pfungstadt.
j g e r s h e n @ h o t m a i l . c o m
01622717145

VOLVO, V40, 2001 $2000.00,
wagon. Second owner. Summer
a n d  w i n t e r  t i r e s .
LJIGGY1977@YAHOO.COM

Land Rover, Range Rover
Evoque, 2013 $41000.00 in
maritus blue with black leather
interior. Bought new in July
2013 has about 7000KM and it
in excellent condition. This has
the 190 hp diesel engine mated
to a 6spd manual. Why this
combination is not imported in to
the US is beyond me. Gets
about 40mpg on the Bahn.
Email for more details at
jlwolff911@hotmail.com

Dodge, Grand Caravan, 2001
$3800.00 2001 Dodge Grand
Caravan.120K miles, power
steering, power brakes, power
windows, power doors, AC,
AMFM CD Player. New tires and
brakes. Runs well drives great!
Vehicle located in Stuttgart,
Germany. Passed Inspection
SEP 13. Hail Damage. Contact
Bob, timelost@gmail.com or +33
626 593 885 (temp number in
France). 004915151617599

Dodge, Caliber, 2011 $7500.00
Good reliable car. Bought new
from military car sales back
June of 2011. Winter tires
included. PCSing. Need to sale.
Ethan.king@netzero.net

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

Suzuki, DL1000 V-Strom, 2002
$3950.00,German spec. 36K
(23,000 miles) Complete service
records. New Metzeler tires. Givi
rack and large side cases.
Always garaged. $3,950 Ans-
bach jgbocek@yahoo.com

Volvo, S60 T5, 2012 $22000.00
US spec. a very clean car, full
loadet sunroof leather mirrow
camera Graf area pics please
c a r 1 2 3 @ t - o n l i n e . d e
0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5 ,
sreinhold@freenet.de

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

BMW, X-5, 2007 $24000.00
Excellent Condition, 59,000
miles navigation, power every-
thing, panoramic moonroof,
heated front and rear seats, rear
climate, power lumbar, leather
seats, xenon lights, comfort
access, European navigational
discs included. US Specs. Con-
tact Bi l l  032212156795
01622970602 william.e.funcheo
n.mil@mail.mil

Harley Davidson, VRSCB,
2005 $11000.00 Custom VROD
with 240mm wide tire kit,
passenger footboards, and re-
movable ultimate touring wind-
s h i e l d .  0 1 5 1 1 5 2 8 7 1 0 0
cwatts7622@me.com

GTI500, Car roof Carrier, 1990
$60.00 Car roof carrier (GTI
500) suitable for all cars; for
extra luggage or skis; TUV
inspected; Thule mounting
pieces included. hasenbuhlerh
@yahoo.com

Land rover , 110 Defender,
2009 $27500.00, German spec
with Ford common rail diesel 2.4
engine with 6spd manual. This
is a seven seater and for a
Defender is speced out with AC
and heated seats. It has been
near bullet proof in reliability
with 67,000Km. I bought the
Defender new in Dec 20008. All
service up to date and per-
formed by Fuhrmeister in Mainz.
FWIW, the Defender will end
civilian production in 2015.
Email for more info jlwolff911
hotmail.com

Chrysler, Town & Country
Touring Plus, 2010 $16500.00
Outstanding touring van just in
time for Spring Break! Fits 7
passengers plus luggage with
stow & go and roof rack. 70K
mile Bumper to Bumper warran-
ty and remainder of 5yr1⁄800K
powertrain warranty. Seller
guarantees inspection. Has 4
snow tires (mounted) and 4
additional rims for summer tires.
Great vehicle for Europe, has fit
in all parking garages, even with
roof rack. 65,000 miles, US
specs. Email me at: Chrysler.4s
ale@yahoo.com for more de-
tails. 01511-6502218

Chrysler, Dodge Grand Cara-
van SE, 2009 $13490.00, A
GREAT FAMILY CAR - 7 seats -
Stow and Go feature - DVD
player with Rear Entertainment
Center - Dual Sliding Doors -
Navigation System - Automatic
Transmission - Cloth Seats -
Keyless entry - Power Windows,
locks, mirrors - ABS Brakes -
Cruise control - Front, Side and
Curtain Airbags - AM FM Radio
with CD Player with MP3 and
AUX - Hard Drive (HDD) for
storing music - 16 " Alloy
Wheels - Steering Wheel with
touch controls - Dual zone
Climate Control - Luggage Rack
-  E n g i n e  3 . 3 L  V 6
0151-2606-7460 onassisromer
o@yahoo.com

BMW, M3 Convertible, 2011
$53000.00 Own one of the last
V8 M3's. New car condition with
less than 8,000 miles and 100%
OEM stock. Jerez Black with 3M
Scotchgardâ„¢ Paint Protection
Film, Black Novillo Leather
interior. Garaged, winter stored,
never tracked & loaded! im-
2l8@msn.com

Volkswagen VW, Passat, 2007,
Great running US Specs, 71735
miles, 2.0 T 4-cylinder engine,
200 HP, manual transmission, 6
CD changer, automatic AC-
climate control, leather interior,
seat heat, power seats, power
windows, sunroof, brand new
brakes, comes with set of winter
tires, alloy wheels, all mainte-
nance services done and up to
date, registration current! $9,400
OBO Please contact me by
email perry.k.doegah@us.army
.mil or cell phone 0162-2566765

Trucks 174

Jeep, Grand Cherokee Limited,
2007 $17900.00 Steel blue, gray
leather, sun roof, heated power
seats, front and rear fog lights.
All maintenance completed by
Jeep paperwork available. Ex-
cellent car. Negotiable.
01727105195
tom.lorenzini@hotmail.com

BMW, 735i 4-door, 1997
$4300.00 stunning dark blue
sedan; meticulously maintained,
summer & winter tires on sep
rims, located in Wiesbaden;
Price neg., email, or call after
1800 at 0171-3039599

Chevrolet, Camaro, 1996
$2200.00 350 LT1 from a 96
Z28. This was going to go into
my 92 RS, but I no longer have
the car so selling my stockpile. I
have everything for the fuel
injection setup (intake, wiring
harness, PCM, etc.), but I also
have everything to convert it to
carburated which is what I was
planning to do. Will sell in stock
trim for 1500, or with everything
to go carburated for 2200, this
will also include EFI stuff.
016091505042 mcgarnicle@ho
tmail.com

Harley-Davidson , SOFTAIL
CUSTOM FXSTC, 2010
$13000.00 This bike is NEW
never ridden, never registered,
no taxes paid. Harley Davidson
has stopped production of this
model and is no longer availa-
ble. This is a US Specification
motorcycle. This sharp looking
bike with lots of chrome has
extremely low miles is ready to
ride. The bike is for experienced
riders who want that Fist in the
Air Experience. This is an
unbelievable price for this low
mileage machine. The bike is
located in Germany. Buyer is
responsible for vehicle pick-up
or shipping. ++ 49 171 869 2073

Chrysler, Crossfire Limited
Coupe, 2005 $8500.00 This is a
beautiful gray metallic limited
edition coupe. It has power
windows, power steering, power
seats, ac, and heated seats.
The car is in beautiful condition.
Best offers will be considered.
rralix@gmail.com

Honda, Odyssey, 2006
$6000.00 Comfortable, reliable,
automatic sliding doors, heated
seats, room for 8 plus LOTS of
space in the back, includes set
of winter tires. Perfect family car
for your time in Europe.
015140018534 wellmankeri@y
ahoo.com

Toyota, Sienna XLE, 2000
$3200.00 Make an offer. Re-
cently passed inspection; En-
gine: 6-Cyl 3.0L, Automatic
Transmission, Mileage: 165K,
U.S. Specs, 4 Brand New
TIRES! Front Wheel Drive,
Cruise Control, AC, Moon Roof,
Tilt Wheel, Leather Seats, Pow-
er Steering, Power Windows &
Seat, AM FM Stereo, 6 CD
Changer, ABS, Tow Package,
Roof Rack, Alloy Wheels, Dual
Air Bags. KBB value is $3720
for 'fair condition'. Absolutely
mechanically sound and in
excellent running condition.
Phone: 017031⁄460446

Chrysler, 200 Limited, 2011
$16500.00 3.6 l, 6 speed
automatic transmission, Color:
black with clear coat, black
leather seats, dealer main-
tained, low mileage, all weather
tires w rims, extra set of winter
tires with rims included, in very
good condition. 0171-76995 Ti
mothyjlane@live.com

BMW, X5 , 2010 $1000.00 Bolt
Pattern: 5 X 120 Stud Size: 14 X
1.5b Hub Center bore: 74.1
Purchased tires and rims from
BMW a month before the winter
season. So they are actually still
new. Tires come with TPM
monitor also billyblanks257@g
mail.com

Jeep, Grand Cherokee, 1995
$2500.00 They don't make them
like this anymore. This time-
tested tank of solid steel and
sex appeal could turn heads on
and off the autobahn with you in
the driver's seat! With a mileage
of 165,000, she sports a new
engine with just over 50,000
miles. Also has new brakes,
automatic transmission, and 4-
wheel drive components.
Passed inspection just last
week. US specs? Yep. Steady
roar like a lion? You betcha.
Need to worry about pesky little
nicks? No way. Intermittently
working tape player? Included!
49-951-5191291

HARLEY DAVIDSON, ROAD
GLIDE, 2002 $10500.00 JUST
SHIPPED FROM MIAMI,
BLACK STOCK HD ROAD
GLIDE, ALWAYS GARAGED,
NEVER DROPPED, NEW
TIRES, BATTERY! MUST SEE!
0 6 1 4 4 6 6 2 1
barrio73@yahoo.com

BMW, 735I, 1996 $5000.00
Body type : limousine: Executive
Model ( 5 seats ) Mileage:
176,000 km Power: 173 kW
(235 hp) fuel: gasoline Exterior
color : Green Metallic Interior:
Full Leather Tan Vehicle De-
scription of the provider Interior:
Full leather, Tan , center
armrest - front, Multi -function
steering wheel , leather steering
wheel , wood interior trim ,
power steering , climate control,
5 Seats, El . adjustable seats -
front, programmable seats ,
leather seats , el. heated seats -
front, Power Windows billyblank
s257@gmail.com

Harley Davidson, Road Glide
Ultra (FLTRU), 2012 $22000.00
US spec; Big Blue Pearl color;
cross-spoke wheels; 9,500mi.
Excellent condition, always ga-
raged, no issues whatsoever.
$6K in parts and upgrades to
this bike (full exhaust, dynojet,
12" apes, monotubes, seat with
driver backrest). Too much to
list here; if interested in addition-
al details or photos send me a
request. Private sale and I have
the Title in hand. Serious
inquiries only. Bike located in
Wiesbaden. 0151 275 18471

Steel blue, gray leather, sun
roof, heated power seats, front
and rear fog lights. All mainte-
nance completed by Jeep pa-
perwork available. Excellent car.
Negotiable.email: tom.lorenzini
@ h o t m a i l . c o m ,  c e l l
01727105195

PCS Sale $20.00 Pleather arm
chair - $20 Goldstar 19âÄù
Television - $20 AVOL DVD
Player - $15 3 speed Standing
floor fans - $25 3 speed Desk
fan - $15 1600 Watt Transform-
er - $35 750 Watt Transformer -
$25 2 x 300 Watt Transformer -
$20˚ach 75 Watt Transformer -
$15 Krups Power Xl6 blender -
$40 regine.ms@hotmail.com

BMW, R65, 1981 $2500.00 US
specs, Blue, Boxer motor, elec-
tronic ignition, saddlebags +2
seats,16438 miles; clean and
excellent condition. hasenbuhle
rh@yahoo.com

PCS Sale 780

BMW, 525i Kombi Wagon, 2005
$13500.00 76,000 miles Gray
with charcoal leather interior,
BMW navigation, BMW dealer
service all current electric heat-
ed seats very clean, non-
smoking comfortable car. Tires
less then 1 year. More photos
available. Gasoline 09843
936819 & 015166131273 DSN
467-4327, giz356gmail.com

Chevrolet, Camaro, SS, 2011
$21500.00 Black, Green Strips
V8, 426 HP Details: AM FM CD
(Single Disc) Radio, Adjustable
Steering Wheel, Air Condition-
ing, (BREMBO)Anti-lock Brakes,
dimming Mirror, Automatic
Headlights, Power Seat Bucket
Seats, Cruise Control, Front
(Dual) and Rear Side Airbags,
Keyless Entry, Leather Steering
Wheel, MP3, OnStar Communi-
cation System, Power Mirrors,
Power Steering, Tinted Power
Windows, Premium Wheels,
Tachometer jkountz16@hotmail
.com

Audi, A4 Avant S-Line 17
$250.00 4 Audi S-Line 17" 5
spoke rims. Used with a few
scratches. Car was totalled with
winter tires on it and now I have
these rims sitting in my garage.
Current tires on them are
Dunlop summers 235.45. R17
but they won't pass inspection.
(Needed to get new tires for this
summer, but no longer have to
thanks to idiot running the red
light in front of me. Thanks,
Idiot!) Pictures available on
request. Jay 0151-57863351
Wiesbaden

Pontiac Fiero, Sport Coupe SE,
1985 $6000.00 V6 Engine, 2.8
liters, 4 speed transaxle,
111,605 miles. New brakes,
clutch, electrical (alternator, dis-
tributor, headlights and motor,
computer) - Car has been
garaged since purchase,(14
years) worked on as a hobby.
Runs great! 01712078784
kyoungcox@aol.com

BMW, X5 - 35i, 2011 $31000.00
Only selling to make room for an
upgrade before we PCS - we
love the X5 that much! Fully
loaded - Alpine white with cocoa
brown interior and dark walnut
trim. The amenities go on and
on for this vehicle...too long to
list in the limited space here.
Contact me for full list. Car is
available on Clay Kaserne M-F
or can meet you after work &
weekends. $31,000 o.b.o. - want
to see this car go to loving
owners rather than trade it in -
hurry, don't delay will trade in o
& a 31Mar14 0160 946 28 435
cjm_1206@yahoo.com

LG Microwave for Sale $40.00
LG large capacity microwave for
sale. 220v. Cash and carry only.
Wiesbaden area. Contact with
q u e s t i o n s .
afh_1974@yahoo.com

BMW, F650GS, 2012 $8500.00
798cc. Heated grips, comp,
luggage, compft seat, center
stand, cruise control, Warranty,
clean, Inc extras. e-mail: for pics
and details $8500 OBO
jbean114@gmail.com

Harley Davidson, FLHX Street
Glide, 2009 $17000.00 This is a
beautiful Black Pearl Street
Glide with many extras including
4 point docking station with
detachable sissy bar and Lug-
gage rack inspection good until
Aug 2015. So much fun to ride
especially on long trips very
comfortable. Very powerful
Screaming Eagle 103. Received
an oil change and a Harley
Dealership inspection every
spring. Call 061457098 Wiesba-
den area Clear Title. prefer ID
Card Holder 015738439984

Motorcycles 164 Sport Utility Vehicle 172 Home Electronics 570

Chevrolet, Camaro, 2011
$21500.00 Black Camaro with
Green Stripes, 425 HP, brand
new wheels, great condition.
Car was purchased in U.S. Must
sell due to move. jkountz16@h
otmail.com

4 BMW Alloy OEM 15" Rims
$80.00 I am selling 4 bmw alloy
oem 15" rims taken off my `93
318i. The rims are in fair
condition. Good for any BMW
owner who need rims or spares.
ss2day@gmail.com

Opel, Zafira, 2005 $8500.00
2005 Opel Zafira 2.2 liter direct
injection. Automatic, AC, 7
seats, top box included, 1 year
old summer and winter tires with
r i m s . G e r m a n  s p e c s
015164197159

Automotive 140

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
for help with a drinking problem call

+49 (0) 1803 224 357 or visit
www.alcoholics-anonymous.eu

Fiat, 500, 2011 $9500.00 Metal-
lic red Fiat, air conditioning, CD
player, Bluetooth, USB, custom
seat covers,sun roof panel.
Great car, we have all service
and warranty records. Heading
back to States or we would not
be selling.Looking for good
home.Janet Ramstein +49

16094908450

Ford, Ranger, 2011 $20500.00
Ford Ranger XLT SuperCab
4X4. US Spec, Black, 4.0L v-6,
5-speed manual, Power Steer-
ing, Power Brakes, Air, 4-doors,
runs great. Paint has minor
scratches in bed and on bed
rails but then it is a truck. Asking
$20,500 OBO (below NADA and
blue book). A great truck for a
reasonable price. Call +49
160-9024-8715 or email joe
joes-bugs.com, for more info
or pictures.

Char-Broil Gas Grill for Sale
$75.00 model 463720112 gas
grill with 8,000 BTU side burner.
Has new 35,000 BTU main
burner unit, grate and heat tent.
Comes with extra replacement
grate and heat tent. Electric
igniter is missing. Cash and
carry only. Wiesbaden area.
afh_1974@yahoo.com

Audi, A4 S-Line Quattro, 2005
$8500.00 German specs, 2.0
Turbo, AWD, 6 speed Manual
Transmission, Sport Package,
Quartz Grey Pearl, Bose 10
speaker stereo system, 6 disk
CD changer, Audi Navigation
Plus (GPS), Nokia cell phone
cradle, automatic climate control
system, audible backup sen-
sors, auto lights and wipers,
adjustable heated seats, leather
seats shifter steering wheel
handbrake, custom fit Audi
rubber floor mats and trunk mat,
very clean inside and out.
Passed Vehicle Inspection
3,5,2014 and is valid for two
years. 314-570-2341 mike.grah
am@usace.army.mil

Announcements 040
Yamaha, Fazer 600, 2003
$2250.00 pcs back to states and
need to sell my Yamaha Fazer.
35700 kilometers. This bike has
a naked headlight conversion.
Has minor damage on right roll
bar from being dropped. other-
wise, it is in really great shape.
Has a brand new front michelin
pilot 3 tire. Includes outdoor
cover. Location- Garmisch. Mes-
sage for more details.
015226072206

OPEL, Vectra, 2001 $3500.00
2.2 TurboDiesel Station Wagon,
180,000Km, 5 Speed, Good
condition, 35-40 Mpg, New
Inspection (Mar 7), Complete
new AC system, brakes, fuel
tank, windshield, battery. Tint,

winter & summer tires w
ims, Good stereo with Bluetooth
& Ipod & USB connect. Well
maintained with recent service.
$3500 negot iable.  Cal l
0173-8241703

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Furniture/Appliances 511

Chevrolet, Camaro, 1989
$11000.00 350 TPI motor, has
about 15,000 miles since lower-
end rebuild. Transmission is a
T-56 from a 95 Z28, shifts great!
The rear end is from a 2000
Trans am with 4.10 gears. Full
exhaust work from the headers
back with 3 inch cutout, 2
summers ago I did an exterior
refresh with new paint, new
decal and stripes, had the
original rims stripped and polish-
ed, new windshield, all new
weatherstipping. 12" rotors all
around, (LS1 car brake set-up).
Aluminum driveshaft. autometer
gauges, pwr- wind,mirr,seat
016091505042

Alfa Romeo, MiTo, 2009
$7750.00 Great car for Italy and
Europe: low miles, great fuel
economy, Blaupunkt radio with
CD, sport package, sport seats,
leather steering wheel, 18" alloy
rims, very clean, no damage,
E u r o  s p e c s
alfa.mito@yahoo.com

Ford, Fusion Sport, 2010
$16000.00 Excellent condition,
Sport Blue, 3.5l V6, Completely
new brakes replaced on 14
March with 10,000 mile Ford
warranty, brand new high per-
formance summer tires on OZ
rims, winter tires mounted on
Alu rims, Ford racing suspen-
sion, leather, Sync, non smoking
first and only owner, dealer
maintained, well cared for.
0151-22346825 mineralgrey@y
ahoo.com

Nissan Infiniti , G35x, 2006
$12000.00 Beautiful car in ex-
cellent condition dealer maintain
with records, and garage kept.
Black exterior, black leather
interior, Engine 3.5L V6 280 HP,
and fully loaded with every
option. 0172 6327869 samuelm
lawrence@gmail.com

Autos for Sale
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Autos for Sale
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XL German Bed $500.00 Gor-
geous, light cherrywood bed.
Largest bed on the market. Fits
two 100x200 German mattress-
es. Frame only. Paid 3,000.
Must let go due to downsizing!
015140018534 wellmankeri@y
ahoo.com

VW, Golf GTI, 2012 $19900.00
very clean car with sunroof 4
doors US spec Graf area pics.
a t  c a r 1 2 3 @ t - o n l i n e . d e
0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5 ,
sreinhold@freenet.de

Suzuki, GSXR1000, 2007
$9500.00 US Specs; great con-
dition; comes with tons of
extras: ASV levers; Ohlins TTX
shock, fork cartridge kit with
extended caps; and steering
damper; Galfer wave rotors and
steel braided brake lines (plus
extra set of new brake pads);
stock and gel seats; Kenny
Roberts Carbon exhaust with db
killers; IDM Suzuki ECU custom
tune; BMC air filter; 520 Chain
upgrade with 1+2- sprockets
plus stock size; speedo healer;
tail delete and lots more.
onebas3@yahoo.com

Classic European Furniture
Cash Discounts & 0% Lay Away
Visit: www.romanticfurniture.de

Call: (09721) 477-0070

Fiat 5 speed, 500, 2011
$10500.00 Fun, Red ,
63kw(85ps). Wet Okole seat
covers, all season tires and
extra summer tires. Sun roof,
CD player, air conditioning. Full
service and warranty records,
European specs. Hate to sell but
heading back to states. It has
been a great car. +49 160
94908450

Furniture 510

NISSAN, ARMADA, 2008
$21500.00 2008 Immaculate
Family SUV, Exceptional Condi-
tion with low miles.Charcoal
G r e y , E v e r y  A v a i l a b l e
Option(except nav)leather,DVD
Entertainment,Moonroof,Heated
Seats,Priced below KBB &
includes 4 X Blizzak Snow Tires
($800). Must be seen to be
appreciated. Must Sell, Owner
Retiring, Hohenfels Area. Seri-
ous Enquiries only please!
015111545427 liamolongbow@
hotmail.com

Volvo, XC70 (US specification),
2007 $14500.00 For Sale by
original owner 5 cylinder turbo-
injection, standard fuel (not
diesel),208 HP Lots of extras!
Meticulous maintenance record
No lien, buyer pays all applica-
ble taxes, title, and licensing
fees. Sold as is. Please contact:
0176-47267302

Dodge, Grand Caravan ES,
2001 $3900.00 Great family
vehicle. Selling due to conus
pcs. Tan Leather, Heated Seats,
Tri-Zone AC, Power Seats,
Power Mirrors, 2 Captains
Chairs in 2nd row, Seats 7,
Newer Tires & Brakes, USAR-
EUR Inspection good until
March 2015, 2nd owner (1st
owner was my wife's grand-
mother), 111,000 miles.
0 1 6 0 - 9 7 0 8 - 0 6 1 3
n8_wells@yahoo.com

Mercedes Elegance 320CLK
convertible 2001, German
specs- one owner- loaded-
excellent condition--garage
kept-serviced by Mercedes-
$12,500 or best offer--original
cost 45k--four summer and
winter tires with rims,heated
seats, parktronic and more--
65,000 miles 07031280681,
email fritz_32@hotmail.com

VOLVO, XC70 AWD, 2007
$15000.00 Crosscountry AWD
Automatic millage 87K leather,
pwr heated front seats,AC, DVD
with wireless headphones, park
assist, tow package, sun roof,
electric windos, geartronic
transmission,dealer maintained,
o r  0 1 7 6 6 1 2 6 6 5 9 5
w.ssims@yahoo.com

Honda, Nighthawk S 700
CB700SC, 1984 $2650.00 US
Spec One of the best bikes ever
built. This is a rare 30 year old
classic in great condition. Nearly
impossible to find in Europe.
Shaft driven and hydraulically
adjusted valves make this Night-
hawk S virtually maintenance
free. Only 24,560 miles. Honda
service manual included. In-
spection good until September. I
hate to give this bike up, but I
just don't have the time to ride.
Cell & text 0175-251-7575 (only
checked after duty hours..I don't
take my cell phone in the office)
r e d l e g 8 9 @ m e . c o m
0175-251-6957

Apple Macbook Pro 15"
$650.00, Late 2009-Early 2010
Core 2 Duo 2.8Gh (BTO) Built to
Order. 8Gb Memory, 500 Gb
SATA Hard Disk Drive. Owners
personel Computer and has
been cleaned and Restored to
original condition. Has nearly
new Battery and a new Charger.
Mac OS 10.7.5.  Cel l
01622710793 - email pmr.pac
gmail, Pictures available.

Autos for Sale
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HYUNDAI, NEW EF SONATA,
2003 $2700.00 2003 Hyundai
Sonata, 79,000 miles, well main-
tained by one owner and in
good condition, 5 speed manual
transmission, good gas mileage,
$ 2 , 7 0 0  O B O .  C a l l
010-3334-9366. +82-2270-7145

PCS Sale - All must go before
20 March 2014! $250.00 Korean
Queen Size bed, 2 night stands,
3 matching wardrobes, 1 smaller
wardrobe, 1 kitchen cabinet, 1
36" round stool, and two adjust-
able stools. Everything for $250.
Buyer must pick up. Please call
010-4500-3084 if interested. su
san.patchen@us.army.mil

Ford, Mustang GT, 2013
$26999.00 PCSing and hate to
chance shipping damage. Per-
f e c t  c o n d i t i o n ,  l o w
mileage(1,800 miles)Recaro
racing seats, Sync, 6-spd man-
ual, 420 horse power!!! 19"
premium rims, Track Pack,
Torsen differential, Brembo
breaks, Beautiful and Fast!
e-mail for info, pics, questions
J c k u y k @ g m a i l . c o m
0 1 0 - 5 4 9 5 - 4 0 0 2
jckuyk@hotmail.com

PCS Sale 780

BMW, X3 DIESEL, 2006
$19000.00 Right Side Drive,
Diesel, 4X4, Metallic Black
w/Tan Interior,Heated Seats,
Parking Assist Sensors, Down-
hill Descent Assist, Antilock
B r a k e s ,  S u n  R o o f
0 1 0 - 2 9 2 4 - 1 9 6 4
betsandjim@yahoo.com

Ford, Fusion SEL, 2011
$17300.00 Purchased at Ex-
change Car Sales in 9/2011.
Grey exterior, black leather
interior, with moon roof, rear
spoiler, premium 18" alum
wheels, reverse sensing system,
rain sensing wipers, AC, keyless
entry, remote start, power win-
dows/locks/seats, cruise control,
power steering, tilting wheel,
cross traffic alert (Blis), backup
camera, heated seats, SYNC,
factory Sony Premium sound
system (12 speakers) includes
CD/MP3/AM/FM/Sirius satellite
radio. CP Carroll. PH
0 1 0 - 2 6 4 8 - 6 4 9 9  E m a i l :
p i l a g e 9 8 @ g m a i l . c o m
0 1 0 2 6 4 8 6 4 9 9
pilage98@gmail.com

Jeep, Cherokee Laredo, 2012
$26500.00 Great condition, ga-
rage kept and less than 2 years
old. Asking under blue book
value. Vehicle has extended
warranty. Contact for more
details. 01026884747

Dodge, Journey STX, 2010
$14500.00 Superior condition in
both interior and exterior (no
children). Full Option: DVD,
Premium Stereo, Rear AC, and
etc. 7 Passinger Seats. Exterior
Color: Cobalt Sliver: Interior
Color: Blue Gray (Fabric)
0 1 0 - 9 2 0 5 - 1 6 4 9
jp6843@gmail.com

Jeep, Cherokee Laredo, 2012
$26500.00 Great condition, ga-
rage kept and less than 2 years
old. Asking under blue book
value. Vehicle has extended
warranty. Contact for more
details. 01026884747

Ford, Fusion SEL, 2011
$17300.00 Purchased at Ex-
change Car Sales in 9/2011.
Grey exterior, black leather
interior, with moon roof, rear
spoiler, premium 18" alum
wheels, reverse sensing system,
rain sensing wipers, AC, keyless
entry, remote start, power win-
dows/locks/seats, cruise control,
power steering, tilting wheel,
cross traffic alert (Blis), backup
camera, heated seats, SYNC,
factory Sony Premium sound
system (12 speakers) includes
CD/MP3/AM/FM/Sirius satellite
radio. CP Carroll. PH
0 1 0 - 2 6 4 8 - 6 4 9 9  E m a i l :
p i l a g e 9 8 @ g m a i l . c o m
0 1 0 2 6 4 8 6 4 9 9
pilage98@gmail.com

Audi, Q5, 2011 $35500.00 2011
Audi Q5 3.2l Quattro Premium
Plus with S line pkg, 270 bhp,
hill descent control, traction
control, AWD, elec. stability
control, blind spot alert, parking
camera & sensors, his and her
smart key; luxury pkg, leather
(real leather, not American
pleather), Bang & Olufsen
Sound, DVD w. Dolby surround,
dual heated power seats, Navi,
bluetooth, iPod hookup, 40gb
mp3 hard drive, 3-zone AC/heat,
hot/cold cup holders, 22,700
miles, all Audi service records
son.kuykendal l@gmai l .com
010-4226-5899 010-5495-4002
jckuyk@hotmail.com
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** Come Visit Garmisch**
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Nth of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
36eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst,

dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

Travel 1000

Smith&Wesson .38 model 64
revolver $300.00 Model 64 S&W
Special, brusched steel finish,
like new with holster(s), Contact
0160-8980440 or e-mail rl-kabi
g20@hotmail.com 06303-6254

Gym, Body Craft $760.00 Body
Craft home gym. Galena pro,
excellent condition with leg
p r e s s  o p t i o n .  N e w
$2300.00.Quality piece ,not
junk. If you see it, you will want
it. +49 160 94908450

Sporting Goods 980

Jobs Offered 630

Moving to Barksdale Air Force
base Louisiana? $347500.00
For sale by owner 4 3 3
swimming pool, 2561 sqft. Fully
wired for surround sound, gas
range, granite countertops, cor-
ner lot in family friendly subdivi-
sion, 15 minutes from base, best
school district in the area. Home
warranty and closing costs
offered. No money down with a
VA loan! Available immediately.
email: colycal@yahoo.com

Real Estate 850 Tax Assistance 940

Medical 690Person to Person 800 CSS Education Focus 1035Jobs Offered 630
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SCOREBOARD

Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules.
myafn.net

Sports 
on AFN

College basketball

College baseball

College hockey

Deals

Wednesday’s scores
EAST

Allegheny at Thiel, ppd.
W. New England at Springfield, ppd.,

field conditions
SOUTH

Berry 13, Maryville (Tenn.) 5
Bethel (Tenn.) 17, Freed-Hardeman 9
Carson-Newman 7, King (Tenn.) 1
Christian Brothers 7, Rhodes 3
George Mason at Maryland, ppd.
Louisville 5, W. Kentucky 3
Lynchburg 10, Hampden-Sydney 9
Miami 4, Florida Gulf Coast 0
Millsaps 12, Belhaven 5
Mount Olive 17-8, Chowan 5-0
NC State 11, UNC-Wilmington 2
N. Kentucky 7, Morehead St. 3
St. Augustine’s 6, Claflin 3
Spalding 10, Thomas More 0
Tennessee Tech 13, Miami (Ohio) 5
Valdosta St. 5, GRU Augusta 3
Virginia 8, Longwood 1
Virginia Intermont 10, Emory & Henry 

4
Wake Forest 3, Elon 2, 12 innings
Winthrop 3, North Carolina 1

MIDWEST
Culver-Stockton 8-7, Avila 2-2
Notre Dame 4, Valparaiso 1
Youngstown St. 11, Ohio 4

SOUTHWEST
Rice 3, Lamar 2
Texas-Pan American at TCU, ccd.

FAR WEST
Oregon 12, San Francsico 5

NCAA Division I tournament
NORTHEAST REGIONAL

At Worcester, Mass.
First Round

Saturday, March 29
Boston College (26-7-4) vs. Denver (20-

15-6)
UMass-Lowell (25-10-4) vs. Minnesota

State-Mankato (26-13-1)
Championship

Sunday, March 30
Semifinal winners

EAST REGIONAL
At Bridgeport, Conn.

First Round
Friday, March 28

Union (N.Y.) (28-6-4) vs. Vermont (20-
14-3)

Quinnipiac (24-9-6) vs. Providence (21-
10-6)

Championship
Saturday, March 29

Semifinal winners, 3 p.m.
MIDWEST REGIONAL

At Cincinnati
First Round

Friday, March 28
Ferris State (28-10-3) vs. Colgate (20-

13-5)
Wisconsin (24-10-2) vs. North Dakota

(23-13-3)
Championship

Saturday, March 29
Semifinal winners

WEST REGIONAL
At St. Paul, Minn.

First Round
Saturday, March 29

Minnesota (25-6-6) vs. Robert Morris
(19-17-5)

Notre Dame (23-14-2) vs. St. Cloud
State (21-10-5)

Championship
Saturday, March 30

Semifinal winners
FROZEN FOUR

At Philadelphia
Semifinals

Thursday, April 10
Northeast champion vs. East cham-

pion
Midwest champion vs. West cham-

pion
Championship

Saturday, April 12
Semifinal winners

Wednesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Assigned LHP 

Kelvin De La Cruz outright to Norfolk 
(IL). Optioned RHP Steve Johnson and OF 
Henry Urrutia to Norfolk (IL). Reassigned 
OF Quintin Berry and INF Alexi Casilla to 
minor league camp.

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Claimed RHP 
Javy Guerra off waivers from the L.A. 
Dodgers.

CLEVELAND INDIANS — Optioned RHP 
Josh Tomlin to Columbus (IL).

DETROIT TIGERS — Selected the con-
tract of SS Alex Gonzalez from Toledo 
(IL).

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Traded C 
Adam Moore to San Diego for a player to 
be named.

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Waived RHP 
Joe Blanton for the purpose of granting 
him his unconditional release.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Released OF 
Jermaine Mitchell. Agreed to terms with 
RHP Matt Guerrier on a minor league 
contract.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Agreed to terms 
with OF Endy Chavez and C Humberto 
Quintero on minor league contracts.

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Released RHP 
Mark Lowe.

TEXAS RANGERS — Claimed RHP Seth 
Rosin off waivers from the L.A. Dodgers 
and INF Donnie Murphy off waivers from 
the Chicago Cubs. Placed RHP Tommy 
Hanson on irrevocable waivers for the 
purpose of giving him his unconditional 
release. Placed OF Engel Beltre on the 
60-day DL.

National League
CHICAGO CUBS — Released C George 

Kottaras.
MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Optioned 

RHP Rob Wooten and INF/OF Elian Her-
rera to Nashville (PCL).

NEW YORK METS — Agreed to terms 
with RHP Kyle Farnsworth on a minor 
league contract. Selected the contract of 
RHP Jose Valverde from Las Vegas (PCL). 
Optioned RHP Vic Black to Las Vegas.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Optioned C 
Cameron Rupp to Lehigh Valley (IL).

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Agreed to 
terms with RHP David Aardsma on a mi-
nor league contract.

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Agreed to terms 
with OF Jeff Francoeur on a minor league 
contract.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Voided 
their option of RHP Ross Ohlendorf and 
placed him on the 60-day DL. Agreed to 
terms with INF/OF Kevin Frandsen on a 
one-year contract.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

MILWAUKEE BUCKS — Signed G/F D.J. 
Stephens to a 10-day contract.
Women’s National Basketball Association

ATLANTA DREAM — Re-signed C Erika 
de Souza.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Signed DT 
Cory Grissom.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Agreed to 
terms with QB Luke McCown on a one-
year contract.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ANAHEIM DUCKS — Signed RW Matt 
Bailey to a two-year contract.

DALLAS STARS — Signed F Justin Dowl-
ing to a two-year contract.

DETROIT RED WINGS — Assigned LW 
Mitch Callahan to Grand Rapids (AHL).

FLORIDA PANTHERS — Reassigned F 
Joey Crabb and D Ryan Whitney to San 
Antonio (AHL).

MONTREAL CANADIENS — Signed D 
Mac Bennett to a two-year contract.

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Assigned 
F Zach Budish from Milwaukee (AHL) to 
Cincinnati (ECHL).

NEW YORK RANGERS — Recalled F J.T. 
Miller from Hartford (AHL).

PHOENIX COYOTES — Recalled D Con-
nor Murphy from Portland (AHL).

SAN JOSE SHARKS — Signed F Ryan 
Carpenter to an entry-level contract.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

MLS — Suspended Toronto M Jackson 
one game and fined him an undisclosed 
amount for aggressive inflammatory be-
havior during Saturday’s game.

North American Soccer League
NEW YORK COSMOS — Signed G Kyle 

Zobeck.
COLLEGE

MID-AMERICAN CONFERENCE — An-
nounced the UMass football team will 
be leaving conference after the 2015 
season.

MUHLENBERG — Named Joshua Carter 
quarterbacks/wide receivers coach and 
special teams coordinator.

RICE — Named Mike Rhoades men’s 
basketball coach.

TARLETON STATE — Announced the 
retirement of women’s basketball coach 
Ronnie Hearne. Named Misty Wilson 
women’s basketball coach.

Tennis

Sony Open
Wednesday

At The Tennis Center at Crandon Park
Key Biscayne, Fla.

Purse: Men, $5.65 million (Masters 
1000); Women, $5.43 million (Premier)

Surface: Hard-Outdoor
Singles

Men
Quarterfinals

Novak Djokovic (2), Serbia, def. Andy 
Murray (6), Britain, 7-5, 6-3.

Kei Nishikori (20), Japan, def. Roger
Federer (5), Switzerland, 3-6, 7-5, 6-4.

Women
Quarterfinals

Dominika Cibulkova (10), Slovakia, 
def. Agnieszka Radwanska (3), Poland,
3-6, 7-6 (5), 6-3.

Li Na (2), China, def. Caroline Wozni-
acki (11), Denmark, 7-5, 7-5.

Doubles
Men

Quarterfinals
Juan Sebastian Cabal and Robert 

Farah, Colombia, def. Alexander Peya,
Austria, and Bruno Soares (2), Brazil, 6-
2, 7-6 (4).

Ryan Harrison and Jack Sock, United
States, def. Daniel Nestor, Canada, and
Nenad Zimonjic (6), Serbia, 6-4, 7-6 (4).

Women
Quarterfinals

Martina Hingis, Switzerland, and Sabi-
ne Lisicki, Germany, def. Anabel Medina 
Garrigues, Spain, and Yaroslava Shvedo-
va, Kazakhstan, 3-6, 7-6 (7), 10-7.

Cara Black, Zimbabwe, and Sania Mir-
za (5), India, def. Kveta Peschke, Czech 
Republic, and Katarina Srebotnik (4), 
Slovenia, 6-4, 6-3.

NCAA Men’s tournament
EAST REGIONAL

Regional Semifinals
At New York

Friday, March 28
UConn (28-8) vs. Iowa State (28-7)
Michigan State (28-8) vs. Virginia (30-

6)
Regional Championship

Sunday, March 30
Semifinal winners

SOUTH REGIONAL
Regional Semifinals
At Memphis, Tenn.
Thursday, March 27

Dayton (25-10) vs. Stanford (23-12)
Florida (34-2) vs. UCLA (28-8)

Regional Championship
Saturday, March 29

Semifinal winners
MIDWEST REGIONAL
Regional Semifinals

At Indianapolis
Friday, March 28

Michigan (27-8) vs. Tennessee (24-12)
Kentucky (26-10) vs. Louisville (31-5)

Regional Championship
Sunday, March 30

Semifinal winners
WEST REGIONAL

Regional Semifinals
At Anaheim, Calif.

Thursday, March 27
Wisconsin (28-7) vs. Baylor (26-11)
San Diego State (31-4) vs. Arizona (32-

4)
Regional Championship

Saturday, March 29
Semifinal winners

Men’s NIT
Quarterfinals

Tuesday, March 25
Clemson 73, Belmont 68
Minnesota 81, Southern Miss 73

Wednesday, March 26
Florida State 78, Louisiana Tech 75
SMU 67, California 65

At New York
Semifinals

Tuesday, April 1
Minnesota (23-13) vs. Florida State 

(22-13)
Clemson (23-13) vs. SMU (26-9)

Championship
Thursday, April 3

Semifinal winners

CBI
Semifinals

Wednesday, March 26
Siena 61, Illinois State 49
Fresno State 71, Old Dominion 64

Championship Series
(Best-of-three)
(x-if necessary)

Monday, March 31
Siena (18-17) at Fresno State (20-16)

Wednesday, April 2
Fresno State at Siena

Friday, April 4
x-Fresno State at Siena 

CIT
Quarterfinals

Wednesday, March 26
VMI 92, Ohio 90
Yale 72, Columbia 69
Pacific 75, San Diego 60

Thursday, March 27
Towson State (25-10) at Murray State 

(20-11)

NCAA Men’s Division II
tournament

Thursday, March 27
At Evansville, Ind.

Semifinals
Central Missouri vs. Metro State
West Liberty vs. S. Carolina Aiken

Saturday, March 29
At Evansville, Ind.

Championship
Semifinal winners

NCAA Women’s tournament
LINCOLN REGIONAL
Regional Semifinals

At Lincoln, Neb.
Saturday, March 29

UConn (36-0) vs. BYU (28-6)
DePaul (29-6) vs. Texas A&M (26-8)

Monday, March 31
Regional Championship

Semifinal winners
STANFORD REGIONAL
Regional Semifinals
At Stanford, Calif.
Sunday, March 30

Stanford (30-3) vs. Penn State (24-7)
South Carolina (29-4) vs. North Caro-

lina (26-9)
Regional Championship

Tuesday, April 1
Semifinal winners

NOTRE DAME REGIONAL
Regional Semifinals
At Notre Dame, Ind.
Saturday, March 29

Kentucky (26-8) vs. Baylor (31-4)
Notre Dame (34-0) vs. Oklahoma State 

(25-8)
Regional Championship

Monday, March 31
Semifinal winners

LOUISVILLE REGIONAL
Regional Semifinals

At Louisville, Ky.
Sunday, March 30

Tennessee (28-5) vs. Maryland (26-6)
Louisville (32-4) vs. LSU (21-12)

Regional Championship
Tuesday, April 1

Semifinal winners

WNIT
Third Round

Wednesday, March 26
Washington 62, San Diego 55

Thursday, March 27
George Washington (23-10) at South 

Florida (21-12)
Northwestern (17-15) at Indiana (20-

12)
Michigan (20-13) at Bowling Green 

(29-4)
Seton Hall (20-13) at Rutgers (24-9)
Auburn (19-14) at Mississipi State (21-

13)
Minnesota (22-12) at South Dakota 

State (24-9)
Friday, March 28

Colorado (19-14) vs. UTEP (26-7)

NCAA Women’s Division II
tournament

Wednesday, March 26
At Erie, Pa.
Semifinals

West Texas A&M 80, Nova Southeast-
ern 66

Bentley 77, Cal Poly Pomona 62
Friday, March 28

At Erie, Pa.
Championship

West Texas A&M vs. Bentley

Pro soccer

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L T Pts GF GA
Houston 2 0 0 6 5 0
Columbus 2 0 0 6 5 1
Toronto FC 2 0 0 6 3 1
Philadelphia 1 1 1 4 3 3
Sporting KC 1 1 1 4 2 2
Chicago 0 1 2 2 4 5
New York 0 1 2 2 3 6
New England 0 2 1 1 0 5
Montreal 0 3 0 0 2 6
D.C. 0 2 0 0 0 4

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
FC Dallas 2 0 1 7 7 4
Seattle 2 1 0 6 4 2
Vancouver 1 0 2 5 5 2
Real Salt Lake 1 0 2 5 5 4
Chivas USA 1 1 1 4 5 6
Colorado 1 0 1 4 3 1
Portland 0 1 2 2 2 4
San Jose 0 1 1 1 3 4
Los Angeles 0 1 1 1 1 2

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Saturday’s games
Chicago at D.C. United
Montreal at Philadelphia
Sporting Kansas City at Colorado
Houston at Vancouver
Portland at FC Dallas
Toronto FC at Real Salt Lake
Columbus at Seattle FC
New England at San Jose

Sunday’s games
Chivas USA at New York

Saturday, April 5
Seattle FC at Portland
New York at Montreal
Philadelphia at Chicago
Toronto FC at Columbus
Colorado at Vancouver
New England at D.C. United
FC Dallas at Houston
Real Salt Lake at Sporting Kansas City

Sunday, April 6
Los Angeles at Chivas USA

Pro basketball

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 W L Pct GB
Toronto 40 31 .563 —
Brooklyn 37 33 .529  2½
New York 30 42 .417 10½
Boston 23 48 .324 17
Philadelphia 15 56 .211 25

Southeast Division
y-Miami 48 22 .686 —
Washington 36 35 .507 12½
Charlotte 35 37 .486 14
Atlanta 31 39 .443 17
Orlando 20 52 .278 29

Central Division
y-Indiana 52 20 .722 —
Chicago 40 31 .563 11½
Cleveland 29 44 .397 23½
Detroit 26 45 .366 25½
Milwaukee 13 58 .183 38½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
x-San Antonio 55 16 .775 —
Houston 48 22 .686  6½
Memphis 43 28 .606 12
Dallas 43 29 .597 12½
New Orleans 31 40 .437 24

Northwest Division
Oklahoma City 52 19 .732 —
Portland 45 27 .625  7½
Minnesota 35 35 .500 16½
Denver 32 40 .444 20½
Utah 23 49 .319 29½

Pacific Division
L.A. Clippers 50 22 .694 —
Golden State 44 27 .620 5½
Phoenix 43 29 .597 7
Sacramento 25 46 .352 24½
L.A. Lakers 24 46 .343 25

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division

Wednesday’s games
Phoenix 99, Washington 93
Charlotte 116, Brooklyn 111, OT
Toronto 99, Boston 90
Cleveland 97, Detroit 96
Minnesota 107, Atlanta 83
New Orleans 98, L.A. Clippers 96
Indiana 84, Miami 83
San Antonio 108, Denver 103
New York 107, Sacramento 99
Memphis 91, Utah 87

Thursday’s games
Portland at Atlanta
Philadelphia at Houston
L.A. Lakers at Milwaukee
L.A. Clippers at Dallas

Friday’s games
Charlotte at Orlando
Indiana at Washington
Boston at Toronto
Cleveland at Brooklyn
Miami at Detroit
Portland at Chicago
L.A. Lakers at Minnesota
Sacramento at Oklahoma City
Utah at New Orleans
San Antonio at Denver
New York at Phoenix
Memphis at Golden State

Saturday’s games
Detroit at Philadelphia
L.A. Clippers at Houston
Atlanta at Washington
Sacramento at Dallas
Miami at Milwaukee
New Orleans at San Antonio

Sunday’s games
Utah at Oklahoma City
Indiana at Cleveland
Minnesota at Brooklyn
Toronto at Orlando
Chicago at Boston
New York at Golden State
Memphis at Portland
Phoenix at L.A. Lakers

Pro hockey

NHL
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
x-Boston 72 49 17 6 104 230 153
Montreal 74 41 26 7 89 190 184
Tampa Bay 72 39 24 9 87 214 193

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 72 46 21 5 97 224 180
N.Y. Rangers 74 41 29 4 86 197 179
Philadelphia 72 38 27 7 83 206 204

Wild Card
Columbus 72 37 29 6 80 204 196
Detroit 72 33 25 14 80 191 204

Washington 73 34 27 12 80 212 218
Toronto 74 36 30 8 80 216 231
New Jersey 72 31 28 13 75 175 187
Ottawa 72 29 29 14 72 205 243
Carolina 72 31 32 9 71 181 205
N.Y. Islanders 72 28 35 9 65 202 243
Florida 73 27 38 8 62 178 237
Buffalo 72 20 44 8 48 138 212

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
x-St. Louis 72 49 16 7 105 233 163
Chicago 73 42 16 15 99 244 188
Colorado 72 45 21 6 96 221 198

Pacific Division
x-San Jose 74 47 18 9 103 227 177
x-Anaheim 72 47 18 7 101 231 182
Los Angeles 73 42 25 6 90 182 155

Wild Card
Minnesota 73 37 25 11 85 182 183
Phoenix 73 35 26 12 82 202 207

Dallas 72 34 27 11 79 203 207
Vancouver 74 34 30 10 78 181 198
Winnipeg 73 32 32 9 73 202 213
Nashville 73 31 31 11 73 177 218
Calgary 73 30 36 7 67 185 214
Edmonton 73 25 39 9 59 180 241

Note: Top three teams in each divi-
sion and two wild-card teams with the 
most points qualify for the playoffs. Two 
points awarded for a win, one point for 
overtime loss.

x-clinched playoff spot
Wednesday’s games

Vancouver 5, Minnesota 2
N.Y. Rangers 3, Philadelphia 1
Anaheim 3, Calgary 2

Thursday’s games
Chicago at Boston
Phoenix at New Jersey
Los Angeles at Pittsburgh
Montreal at Detroit
N.Y. Islanders at Tampa Bay
Carolina at Florida
Minnesota at St. Louis
Buffalo at Nashville
Vancouver at Colorado
Winnipeg at San Jose

Friday’s games
Toronto at Philadelphia
Pittsburgh at Columbus
Chicago at Ottawa
Nashville at Dallas
N.Y. Rangers at Calgary
Anaheim at Edmonton

Saturday’s games
Boston at Washington
San Jose at Colorado
Tampa Bay at Buffalo
Detroit at Toronto
Montreal at Florida
New Jersey at N.Y. Islanders
Columbus at Carolina
Dallas at St. Louis
Minnesota at Phoenix
Anaheim at Vancouver
Winnipeg at Los Angeles

Sunday’s games
Boston at Philadelphia
Calgary at Ottawa
Tampa Bay at Detroit
Chicago at Pittsburgh
Washington at Nashville
N.Y. Rangers at Edmonton
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Around the track

SPRINT CUP

This week: STP 500 at Martinsville, 
Va.

TV: AFN-Xtra, 7 p.m. Sunday, CET; 
2 a.m. Monday, Japan & Korea.

Track: Martinsville Speedway (oval, 
0.526 miles).

Race distance: 263 miles, 500 
laps.

Last year: Jimmie Johnson raced to 
his eighth Martinsville victory.

Last week: Kyle Busch won at 
Fontana for the second straight year, 
holding off Kyle Larson, Tony Stewart 
and Kurt Busch in a two-lap sprint.

Fast facts: Richard Petty won a 
record 15 times at Martinsville, the 
only remaining venue from NASCAR’s 
inaugural 1949 season. 

Next race: Duck Commander 500, 
April 6, Texas Motor Speedway, Fort 
Worth, Texas.

Online: nascar.com
— The Associated Press

Driver standings
 1. Carl Edwards........................ 186
 2. Dale Earnhardt Jr. ................. 185
 3. Jeff Gordon .......................... 184
 4. Brad Keselowski ................... 182
 5. Matt Kenseth ........................179
 6. Jimmie Johnson ....................165
 7. Kyle Busch ........................... 158
 8. Ryan Newman ..................... 150
 9. Austin Dillon......................... 150
10. Joey Logano..........................146
11. Denny Hamlin .......................140
12. Jamie McMurray .................. 138
13. Brian Vickers ........................137
14. Paul Menard ........................ 134
15. Ricky Stenhouse Jr. .............. 132
16. Kyle Larson ...........................131
17. Tony Stewart .........................127
18. Casey Mears ........................ 126
19. Kasey Kahne ........................ 123
20. Marcos Ambrose .................. 122   

Driver to watch

There have been five winners in as many 
races this season, so if early form holds you 
can forget about Dale Earnhardt Jr., Kevin 
Harvick, Brad Keselowski, Carl Edwards or 
Kyle Busch. That makes Jeff Gordon a very 
good candidate for a victory on Sunday. 
Gordon won at Martinsville in October, and he 
has eight victories at the track. He’s also had 

a fairly consistent early season, finishing in the 
top 10 in four of the five Cup races thus far. 
Incidentally, a sixth different winner in the first 

six races of the season would set a record 
in the Chase era. 

NATIONWIDE SERIES

Next race: O’Reilly Auto Parts 300, 
April 4, Texas Motor Speedway, Fort 
Worth.

Last week: Kyle Larson raced to his 
first Nationwide win, holding off Kevin 
Harvick and Kyle Busch at Fontana.

Online: nascar.com
— The Associated Press

VERIZON INDYCAR

This week: Firestone Grand Prix at 
St. Petersburg, Fla.

TV: (Delayed), AFN-Xtra, 8:30 a.m. 
Monday, CET; 3:30 p.m. Monday, 
Japan & Korea.

Track: Streets of St. Petersburg 
(street course, 1.8 miles).

Race distance: 198 miles, 110 
laps.

Last year: James Hinchcliffe won 
the opener for Andretti Autosport.

 Next race: Toyota Grand Prix of 
Long Beach, April 13, Streets of Long 
Beach, Calif.

Online: indycar.com
— The Associated Press

CAMPING WORLD 
TRUCKS SERIES

This week: Kroger 250 at Martins-
ville, Va.

Track: Martinsville Speedway (oval, 
0.526 miles).

Race distance: 105.2 miles, 200 
laps.

Last year: Johnny Sauter raced to 
his second straight victory.

Last race: Kyle Busch won at Day-
tona on Feb. 21.

 Next race: North Carolina Educa-

tion Lottery 200, May 16, Charlotte 
Motor Speedway, Concord, N.C.

Online: nascar.com
— The Associated Press

FORMULA ONE
This week: Malaysian Grand Prix at 

Kuala Lumpur.
Track: Sepang International Circuit 

(road course, 3.44 miles).
Race distance: 192.88 miles, 56 

laps.
Last year: Red Bull’s Sebastian 

Vettel won after ignoring orders and 
overtaking teammate Mark Webber for 
the lead.

Last race: Mercedes’ Nico Rosberg 
won the season-opening Australia 
Grand Prix on March 16.

 Next race: Bahrain Grand Prix, April 
6, Bahrain International Circuit, Sakhir.

Online: formula1.com
— The Associated Press

NHRA MELLO YELLO 
DRAG RACING

This week: SummitRacing.com 
NHRA Nationals at Las Vegas.

Track: The Strip at Las Vegas Motor 
Speedway.

Last year: Allen Johnson swept the 
K&N Horsepower Challenge event and 
regular Pro Stock competition. Tony 
Schumacher won in Top Fuel, and 
Cruz Pedregon topped Funny Car.

Last event: Robert Hight won the 
Gatornationals on March 26, beating  
John Force in Funny Car. Doug Kalitta 
(Top Fuel), Johnson (Pro Stock) and 
Steve Johnson (Pro Stock Motorcycle) 
also won.

Online: nhra.com
— The Associated Press

AUTO RACING

DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP

New Zealand’s Scott Dixon celebrates after winning the first IndyCar Grand Prix of Houston on Oct. 5. 
Much has changed since Dixon wrapped up his third IndyCar championship five months ago. He’s got 
a new engine manufacturer in Chevrolet, and longtime teammate Dario Franchitti has retired and been 
replaced by Target Chip Ganassi Racing with Indianapolis 500 winner Tony Kanaan.

Dixon forced to defend
title without Franchitti
Champ opens IndyCar season minus retired teammate

BY JENNA FRYER

The Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.

So much has changed for Scott Dixon since he 
wrapped up his third IndyCar championship 
five months ago in California.

Target Chip Ganassi Racing’s offseason 
move to Chevrolet has given Dixon a new engine 
for the year, and when he heads into Sunday’s sea-
son-opener through the streets of St. Petersburg, 
he won’t have longtime teammate Dario Franchitti 
alongside him for the first time in six years.

Franchitti was forced to retire because of injuries 
suffered in an October crash in Houston, and he’s 
been replaced in the Target lineup by Indianapolis 
500 winner Tony Kanaan.

Dixon and Franchitti were a fearsome duo for five 
seasons. With an open dialogue, teamwork and a 
tight friendship, the two combined for four champi-
onships, 29 victories and two Indianapolis 500 wins 
for Franchitti.

Now half of that pair is on the sidelines — Franchit-
ti has taken a role as a driver coach with the Ganassi 
organization — and Dixon is adjusting to life with-
out his close mate in the car.

“It is a big loss, not just for myself, but I think for 
the team and also for the series,” Dixon said. “The 
positive side is that he’s still going to be involved 
with the team. He’s obviously very talented. He’s 
won a lot of races, achieved many things. But when 
it comes down to the engineering side of it, his ap-
proach to a race weekend, I think it is something 
that will be missed a little bit. Hopefully with his 
involvement we can keep that going.

“As a friend, it is going to be great to have him 
around. We’ll have to see how big that change is as 
we get through the year with different drivers and 
different combinations.”

Dixon has had two chances to work with new 
teammate Kanaan on race weekends, both in the 
Tudor United Sports Car Series. They’ve also tested 
their Indy cars together, and Dixon doesn’t seem 
concerned that his red No. 9 Target team will be any 
less formidable without Franchitti in the red No. 10.

“There’s many different ways to look at it — I think 
TK is a great driver, he’s won a championship, he’s 
won many races,” Dixon said. “He may be stronger 
in other areas and maybe a little weaker in others. I 
think with the team combination, drivers and engi-
neering, we can try to bring that back together and 
make it a strong 1-2 punch.”

The landscape of the series will be a bit different 
now that Juan Pablo Montoya has returned to open 
wheel after seven years in NASCAR. Once a team-
mate of Dixon’s in the Ganassi organization, Mon-
toya is now with rival Team Penske and determined 
to win races again. 

MICHAEL CONROY/AP

Injuries over the course of his career forced three-
time Indianapolis 500 winner Franchitti to retire.
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BY GREGORY BROOME

Stars and Stripes

A signature event of the DODDS-Europe 
spring season arrives this weekend as all 
four of Italy’s baseball- and softball-play-
ing programs converge on Naples for two 
busy days on the diamonds.

The annual extravaganza takes place 
once again at Carney Park, a U.S. mili-
tary recreational site built atop an extinct 
volcano. The sprawling green space hosts 
cabins and camping areas, countless pic-
nic tables and facilities for a number of out-
door activities. 

But it’s the baseball and softball fields 
that are of particular interest for DODDS 
Europe sports fans this weekend. The eight 
teams from the combined four schools — 
Aviano, Sigonella, Vicenza and host Naples 
— will play a combined 16 games over Fri-
day and Saturday, in the process establish-
ing the region’s early power structure.  

The schedule starts off Friday morning 
at 9 a.m. with perhaps the most-antici-
pated game of the weekend, a Division II 
European championship-game rematch 
between Vicenza and the hometown Wild-
cats. Naples won last season’s last game 
by a 15-1 margin, but the runner-up Cou-
gars return an experienced group led by 
pitcher/catcher Levi Martin and shortstop/
pitcher Louis Veazey. 

But Vicenza will have to catch up, as 
Naples isn’t coming back to the pack. The 
Wildcats return seven starters from their 
title team, including ace pitcher Zane Zim-
merman and middle infielder Jonny Bray. 

And Naples is already off to a strong title 
defense, sweeping Sigonella in a pair of 
games last weekend. 

The Jaguars will hunt for their first win 
Friday in games against Vicenza and Avia-
no, both of which are making their season 
debuts. 

Sigonella, the lone Division III program 
among its D-II neighbors, made some 
early noise in softball last weekend when 
it opened its season with an 11-9 upset of 
Naples. 

The Wildcats retaliated the next day for 
a 16-9 win. But the Jaguars, in hanging 27 
runs in two games on a projected top Euro-
pean championship contender, proved they 
have the offense to compete when Division 
II and III teams are lumped into a common 
bracket for the European championships. 
Junior Sydney Moore and senior Halei 
Barnes are at the heart of the squad’s ex-
plosive batting order. 

The Wildcats, led by senior catcher Vicky 
Krause and hard-hitting senior Shanice Al-
exander, will face off against Vicenza and 
Aviano on Friday. Both the Wildcats and 
Saints are playing their season openers. 

Saturday’s schedule is identical to Fri-
day’s as each team rounds out its four-
game weekend slate. The teams will have 
plenty of time to recuperate afterward; 
each has close to a month off, resuming the 
Italian DODDS Europe diamond schedule 
April 25. 

broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes

BY DAVE ORNAUER

Stars and Stripes

Faced with the prospect of too many games for too
few weekends, DODDS soccer teams in Korea chose
to pool their resources.

The result is jamborees on Saturday, boys at Seoul
American and girls at Osan.

DODDS Pacific schools now have “interval
weeks” between seasons, and those two weeks, com-
bined with the Korean-American Interscholastic
Activities Conference rule against matches in May
reduced the number of weekends available for soc-
cer games.

That meant Daegu, Seoul American, Humphreys
and Osan “had enough weekends for 10 games, but
not enough for 12” plus the KAIAC tournaments 
April 25-26, Daegu AD Ken Walter said.

The KAIAC boys tournament is at Seoul Ameri-
can and the girls at Taejon Christian International.

 Walter and the other three DODDS Korea athlet-
ics directors decided the jamborees were the an-
swer. The four  teams will take turns playing one
another, getting two matches apiece.

 Jamborees will be added to the basketball and
volleyball seasons in the future, Walter said. 

Also this weekend will be  the first track and field
meet to be held on DODDS Korea property. Hum-
phreys will christen its new eight-lane track with 
a quadrangular meet involving the four DODDS
Korea teams; it also will feature automated timing.

“Keep your fingers crossed,” Humphreys coach
and meet manager Mitch Moellendick said. “We
brought it out and got everything lined up today.
Everything’s working but you know what they say
about the best laid plans. But right now, everything’s 
set up and working.”

Rain is forecast for Saturday, but it is an all-weath-
er track. It also relieves DODDS Korea of having to 
rent off-base facilities, some where throwing and
hurdles events could not be contested.

Just the four DODDS teams are competing this
weekend,  but future meets will include KAIAC 
international schools such as Seoul Foreign and
Gyeonggi Suwon International. 

Having the league’s five meets in the same loca-
tion offers “some consistency,” Moellendick said. 
“They know what things will be like week to week.”
ornauer.dave@stripes.com

HIGH SCHOOL

Japan
Soccer

Boys and Girls
Friday, March 28-Saturday, March 29
Perry at Kinnick, Edgren at Zama, 

Yokota vs. E.J. King at Iwakuni 
Baseball

Friday, March 28-Saturday, March 29
King and Marist at Perry, Edgren at Zama

Saturday, March 29
Yokota at Kinnick

Softball
Friday, March 28

Kinnick at Yokota
Friday, March 28-Saturday, March 29
King and Marist at Perry, Edgren at Zama

Track and field
Saturday, March 29

Zama, Kinnick and Edgren at Yokota

South Korea
Soccer

Saturday, March 29
DODDS Korea jamborees

Boys at Seoul American: Humphreys vs. 
Seoul American, Daegu vs. Osan, Daegu vs. 
Humphreys, Osan vs. Seoul American.

Girls at Osan: Seoul American vs. Osan, 
Humphreys vs. Daegu, Seoul American vs. 
Humphreys, Osan vs. Daegu.

Baseball
Friday, March 28

Osan at Seoul American
Saturday, March 29

Daegu at Seoul American
Softball

Friday, March 28
Osan at Seoul American

Saturday, March 29
Daegu at Seoul American, Daegu vs. 

Humphreys at  Yongsan Garrison
Track and field

Saturday, March 29
DODDS Korea at Humphreys

Okinawa
Boys soccer

Saturday, March 29
Gushikawa Shogyo at Kadena, 10 a.m.

Girls soccer
Friday, March 28

OCSI at Kubasaki, 5 p.m.
Saturday, March 29

Kaiho at Kadena, 3 p.m.
Track and field

Saturday, March 29
Zion Christian, Okinawa Christian and 

Kubasaki at Kadena, 9 a.m.
Baseball

Saturday, March 29
Urasoe Braves at Kubasaki, 10 a.m. 

and 1 p.m.
Softball

Saturday, March 29
Koza vs. Kadena at Habu Field, Ryukyu 

Middle School, 10 a.m.
Koza vs. Kubasaki at Habu Field, 

Ryukyu Middle School, 1 p.m.

Pacifi c schedule

Europe schedule

Soccer
Friday

Lakenheath at AFNORTH
Saturday

Lakenheath at SHAPE
Menwith Hill at AFNORTH
Bitburg at Wiesbaden
Baumholder at BFA
Patch at Schweinfurt
Hohenfels at Vilseck
Aviano at Marymount
AOSR at Vicenza
Sigonella at Naples  

Baseball and softball
Friday

AFNORTH at Lakenheath
Aviano, Sigonella, Vicenza at Naples

Saturday
AFNORTH at Alconbury
Ramstein at Bitburg
Baumholder at Kaiserslautern
Wiesbaden at Ansbach
Patch at VIlseck
Aviano, Sigonella, Vicenza at Naples 

Korea soccer
teams clash
at jamboree

Naples hosting annual
diamond extravaganza
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BY NOAH TRISTER

The Associated Press

In all his years as a groundskeeper 
for the Chicago White Sox, Roger 
Bossard has never faced anything 
quite like this.

The snow that piled up at U.S. Cellular 
Field could be dealt with easily enough. It’s 
Chicago, after all. But the frost in the ground 
can be measured in feet, not inches.

To ready the field for the first pitch, 
Bossard is overseeing an effort akin to 
blowing a gigantic hair dryer under a tarp 
to pump hot air onto the field and thaw it 
out. Crews have been chipping away at ice 
near the right field line with shovels.

And Opening Day is a few days away.
“This has actually been the perfect 

storm for me,” Bossard said. “I’ve been in 
this for 45 years and I’ve seen a lot of snow. 
Certainly, that’s not hard to handle. ... My 
problem actually is the permafrost. I’ve 
actually never run into where I’ve got 30 
inches of permafrost.”

Groundskeepers all over baseball are 
scrambling to help their ballparks recover 
from months of snow and freezing tempera-
tures that left fields looking more ready for 
cross-country skiers than bats and balls.

Like the White Sox, the Detroit Tigers 
are scheduled to play at home on Monday 
when the regular season begins in ear-
nest with 13 games. The Minnesota Twins 
— who for so long played in the indoor 
confines of the Metrodome — have been 
digging out from their own snowy sur-
roundings at Target Field. They at least 
have until April 7 before they have to play 
a home game.

Points farther south have been affected, 
too.

“It’s rare that we get snow as bad as we’ve 
had this winter,” said Nicole McFadyen, 
head groundskeeper at Camden Yards in 
Baltimore. Luckily, McFadyen caught a 
break: The snow is melting because the 
sun’s reflection is heating the stadium.

MLB PREVIEW

DIANE WEISS/AP 

Statues of Detroit Tigers’ greats Hal Newhouser, left, Charlie Gehringer, center, and 
Hank Greenberg look over Detroit’s Comerica Park, which was still covered in snow on 
March 13. The Tigers’ home opener is Monday against the Kansas City Royals.

Grounds crews are scrambling to thaw out fields before Opening Day

Baltimore got 26 inches of snow from 
December through February, according to 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration. That was almost a 50 percent 
increase from an average winter, but it was 
nothing compared to what Chicago (66.7 
inches) and Detroit (78 inches) are deal-
ing with. Boston had 56.4 inches over that 
three-month period, and Cleveland had 65.

The worst may be over in terms of cold 
weather, but the outlook for Opening Day 
isn’t all that promising. From March 26 
through Tuesday, there’s a decent chance 
of below-normal temperatures all over the 
eastern half of the country, particularly 
near the Great Lakes.

Meanwhile, the clock is ticking.
“The back’s against the wall a little bit,” 

Bossard said.
Bossard estimated his crew removed 

more than 400 tons of snow last weekend. 
Snow blowers and plows can help, but it’s 
a delicate operation: Plows can only do so 
much before there’s a risk of field damage.

 Detroit also brought in heaters to blow hot 
air under the infield tarp. The Tigers haven’t 
worried about the grass at Comerica Park 
because, well, there hasn’t been any.

The Tigers are re-sodding their field 
after it was used for part of the NHL’s Win-
ter Classic festivities. The outfield right 
now consists of a sandy base that looks 
nothing like a baseball field.

A shipment of Kentucky bluegrass was 
scheduled to arrive Thursday and team 
vice president Ron Colangelo said this was 
essentially the timetable all along. 

Colangelo said the process of installing 
the new grass should take only a few days, 
giving the team a bit of a grace period even 

Popcorn, peanuts 
and snow blowers

M SPENCER GREEN/AP 

Groundskeepers at U.S. Cellular Field in Chicago are using gigantic dryers placed underneath tarps to blow hot air on the field in an effort to thaw out the White Sox’s home 
park, which had an estimated 30 inches of permafrost below the playing surface on March 17 after one of the most brutal winters the city has ever seen. Chicago’s home 
opener is Monday against the Minnesota Twins and 10 of the White Sox’s first 16 games are at home.

if more bad weather comes through.
“Obviously, Mother Nature’s been in-

credibly generous in the amount of snow 
that she’s been offering,” Colangelo said.
“The plan is on schedule.”

The Twins are also confident, and have
a stadium built to handle the cold. They 
began playing at their open-air ballpark in
2010, and it’s well equipped to combat the
remnants of winter.

“We have a state-of-the-art heating sys-
tem that allows us to keep the field at a
constant temperature no matter what the 
winter brings,” Twins president Dave St.
Peter said. “We worry more about the seat-
ing bowl and making sure that the pedestri-
an plazas and walkways and gate locations
are dry and ice-free and safe. We spend just 
as much time if not more on those areas.”

The Twins begin the season on the road, 
something St. Peter said the team requests 
every season. Baltimore won’t have that 
luxury — the Orioles are hosting the de-
fending champion Boston Red Sox on Mon-
day. That same day, the Tigers host Kansas 
City and the White Sox welcome Minnesota
to what Bossard hopes will be a thawed-out 
opener on Chicago’s South Side.
 AP Sports Writers Dave Campbell and David 
Ginsburg contributed to this report.

Cold openers
Weather forecasts for cities hosting possible 
cold-weather games on Opening Day:
 Lo Hi Weather
Cubs at Pittsburgh 41 62 Cloudy
Kansas City at Detroit 31 53 Cloudy
Washington at N.Y. Mets 39 50 Mostly
   cloudy
Boston at Baltimore 44 65 Partly
   cloudy
St. Louis at Cincinnati 37 67 Cloudy
Minnesota at White Sox 31 50 Showers

SOURCE: National Weather Service
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25 years ago, the way they play 
Big Papi — and 15, 20 guys in the 
league playing like that — you’d 
be, ‘What happened? Did I wake 
up and come to a softball game?’ ”

Makes perfect sense to Pitts-
burgh second baseman Neil 
Walker.

“The data is so undeniable, the 
defensive metrics are so preva-

lent,” he said. 
“You have so 
much more 
information, 
you should 
use it.”

“There 
were some 
times a few 
years ago 
when I felt out 
of place,” he 
admitted. “I 
was out there 
in right field 
and kind of 
like, ‘Where 
am I sup-

posed to be?’ But we practice it, I 
practice my throws from extreme 
angles and I’m comfortable.”

An hour later, Walker was stand-
ing in shallow right when Phillies 
slugger Ryan Howard batted in 
a spring training game. Walker 
made a diving stop on a hard 

MLB PREVIEW
Scoreboard

American League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Baltimore 0 0 .000 —
Boston 0 0 .000 —
New York 0 0 .000 —
Tampa Bay 0 0 .000 —
Toronto 0 0 .000 —

Central Division
Chicago 0 0 .000 —
Cleveland 0 0 .000 —
Detroit 0 0 .000 —
Kansas City 0 0 .000 —
Minnesota 0 0 .000 —

West Division
Houston 0 0 .000 —
Los Angeles 0 0 .000 —
Oakland 0 0 .000 —
Seattle 0 0 .000 —
Texas 0 0 .000 —

 National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 0 0 .000 —
Miami 0 0 .000 —
New York 0 0 .000 —
Philadelphia 0 0 .000 —
Washington 0 0 .000 —

Central Division
Chicago 0 0 .000 —
Cincinnati 0 0 .000 —
Milwaukee 0 0 .000 —
Pittsburgh 0 0 .000 —
St. Louis 0 0 .000 —

West Division
Los Angeles 2 0 1.000 —
Colorado 0 0 .000 1
San Diego 0 0 .000 1
San Francisco 0 0 .000 1
Arizona 0 2 .000 2

Sunday’s game
L.A. Dodgers (TBD) at San Diego 

(Cashner 0-0)
Monday’s games

Chicago Cubs (Samardzija, 0-0) at 
Pittsburgh (Liriano, 0-0)

Kansas City (Shields, 0-0) at Detroit 
(Verlander 0-0)

Washington (Strasburg 0-0) at New 
York Mets (Gee 0-0)

Philadelphia (Lee 0-0) at Texas (Schep-
pers 0-0)

Atlanta (Teheran 0-0) at Milwaukee 
Gallardo (0-0)

Boston (TBD) at Baltimore (Tillman 
0-0)

Minnesota (Nolasco 0-0) at Chicago 
White Sox (Sale 0-0)

St. Louis (Wainwright 0-0) at Cincin-
nati (TBD)

Toronto (Dickey 0-0) at Tampa Bay 
(Fernandez 0-0)

Colorado (De La Rosa 0-0) at Miami 
(Price 0-0)

San Francisco (Bumgarner 0-0) at Ari-
zona (McCarthy 0-0)

Cleveland (Masterson 0-0) at Oakland 
(Gray 0-0)

Seattle (Hernandez 0-0) at Anaheim 
(TBD)

Tuesday’s games
LA Dodgers at San Diego
NY Yankees at Houston
Philadelphia at Texas
San Francisco at Arizona
Seattle at LA Angels
Colorado at Miami
Toronto at Tampa Bay
Atlanta at Milwaukee
Cleveland at Oakland

Calendar
March 26 — Last day to request un-

conditional release waivers on a player 
without having to pay his full 2014 sal-
ary.

March 30 — Opening day in North 
America, Los Angeles Dodgers at San 
Diego. Active rosters reduced to 25 play-
ers.

June 5 — Amateur draft.
July 15 — All-Star Game, Minneapolis.
July 18 — Deadline for amateur draft 

picks to sign.
July 27 — Hall of Fame inductions, 

Cooperstown, N.Y.
July 31 — Last day to trade a player 

without securing waivers.
Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40 

players. 

GERALD HERBERT/AP

Yankees starting pitcher David Phelps pitches against Red Sox designated hitter David Ortiz with an empty infield during a defensive shift 
in the fourth inning of an exhibition game in Fort Myers, Fla., last Thursday. From the designer defenses taking over the game, to expanded 
replay, to opening day on a cricket ground in Australia, one thing is clear — baseball is changing. 

Shift: Baseball seeing renewed focus on defense, alignments
FROM BACK PAGE

Even before the Dodgers and 
Diamondbacks started the season 
in Sydney, Major League Base-
ball’s first regular-season games 
Down Under, there were serious 
setbacks.

Kris Medlen, Brandon Beachy, 
Jarrod Parker and Luke Hochevar 
already are out for the year with 
Tommy John surgery, and Patrick 
Corbin may soon join them.

Aroldis Chapman likely will 
miss at least two months after get-
ting hit on the head by a line drive. 
There was no defense for that, not 
even those protective caps now in 
play for pitchers likely would’ve 
saved the Cincinnati reliever.

Defense, though, has rapidly be-
come a major focus in the majors.

Be it Dodger Stadium or Fenway 
Park or anywhere in-between, it’s 
easy to spot the trend taking over 
baseball: Creative ways that clubs 
are positioning their fielders.

The Detroit Tigers even hired 
a defensive coordinator. Ever ex-
pect to hear about a defensive co-
ordinator in baseball?

Matt Martin got that job, and 
pointed to the overloaded align-
ments Red Sox slugger David 
Ortiz sees on a daily basis.

“That’s not out of the norm 
now. That is the norm. With left-
handers, if you’d have seen this 

grounder, scrambled to his feet, 
but threw the ball past first base.

“It’s not an exact science,” he 
said.

Fielding always lagged far be-
hind pitching and hitting in sta-
tistical analysis, mainly because 
it was hard to quantify glovework. 
Teams are trying hard to play 
catchup.

Baseball Info Solutions tracks 
defensive shifts, and reports there 
were 8,134 instances in the majors 
last season. That’s way up from 
4,577 in 2012, and far more than 
the 2,358 in 2011.

“It’s not as much fun as it used 
to be,” Tampa Bay manager Joe 
Maddon lamented. “Everybody’s 
using it.”

Maddon is a shifting maven, 
having employed four-man out-
fields and routinely putting three 
players on one side of the dirt at 
different depths.

In a recent exhibition, with a 
runner on third base, Maddon 
overshifted his infield in the mid-
dle of an at-bat. No luck. A wild 
pitch scored the run.

Maddon has a theory on why it 
took teams so many years to shift 
around.

“They were afraid they might 
be wrong,” he said. “But it always 
made sense to adjust your fielders. 
Why would you play someone in a 

place where a guy never hits it?” 
Scioscia’s strategy paid off this 

month for the Los Angeles Angels
when his repositioned left fielder
handled a grounder and began a
bases-loaded DP in extra innings. 
Williams, Washington’s first-year 
manager, tried something with
the bases loaded in the eighth and
paid the price.

Offered San Diego manager
Bud Black: “Yes, my thinking has
changed.”

“We will move,” he said.
So will the Reds, after new Cin-

cinnati manager Bryan Price talks 
to his men on the mound.

“Pitchers can be pretty tempera-
mental about defensive alignment. 
We know that,” he said. “We want
to have the discussion beforehand,
not after.”

St. Louis general manager John 
Mozeliak wants to start earlier,
letting his minor leaguers get ac-
customed to moving.

Minnesota’s Jason Kubel has 
been on the other side a lot.

The lefty hitter debuted a de-
cade ago and rarely saw defensive 
shifts, if ever. Against the Yankees
this month, he faced three fielders 
on the right side every at-bat.

“Now, I think it would be weird
if I came up and saw that nobody
was moved,” Kubel said.

‘ The data 
is so un-
deniable... 
You have 
so much 
more in-
formation, 
you should 
use it. ’

Neil Walker
Pirates 2B
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BY JANIE MCCAULEY

The Associated Press

The big-spending AL West also-
rans of recent years once more 
find themselves chasing those 
overachieving, low-budget Oak-

land Athletics.
Yet Bob Melvin’s A’s hardly consider 

themselves the favorite to win a third 
straight West crown, not in one of base-
ball’s best divisions that appears to have 
gotten even better this offseason.

“Obviously they won the last two years, 
so they’re the team to chase,” Rang-
ers third baseman Adrian Beltre said. 
“There are probably teams that probably 
don’t take them seriously, but we do. They 
showed that they can get it done and as of 
right now, they’re the champions of the 
West. So it’s obviously that we’re chasing 
them now.”

While New York Yankees shortstop 
Derek Jeter tries to finish his Hall of Fame 
career in pinstripes the way he started it, 
with a World Series title, and the Detroit 
Tigers aim to unseat the defending-cham-
pion Boston Red Sox, the West looks to 
be one of baseball’s top divisions again in 
2014.

“I think you can make a legitimate case 
that all five teams are better,” Rangers 
general manager Jon Daniels said. “You’ve 
got the Yankees and Dodgers and a num-
ber of clubs that made a lot of moves out 
there, Washington and others, but from 
a division-to-division standpoint, I don’t 
know that any group was more active than 
the AL West.”

Robinson Cano is the new star in Seat-
tle — for the next decade, no less. Prince 
Fielder takes over in the middle of the 
Texas lineup after his trade from the Ti-
gers. Sluggers Josh Hamilton and Albert 
Pujols have something to prove for the 
playoff-starved Los Angeles Angels, who 
are feeling the pressure after missing the 
postseason the past four years.

Sure, the A’s have made their share of 
moves this winter — many via trade as gen-
eral manager Billy Beane often does. But 
Oakland’s changes are minor compared to 
the acquisitions of Cano and Fielder.

“I think we’re still trying to prove people 
wrong,” A’s center fielder Coco Crisp said.

Here’s a look at the American League by 
division, in predicted order of finish:

West
Texas Rangers: Texas traded for Fielder, 

added Shin-Soo Choo for $130 million over 
seven years and is determined to bounce back 
from last fall’s early exit with Yu Darvish as its 
ace.

Ron Washington’s Rangers (91-72) lost the 
AL wild-card tiebreaker to Tampa Bay and 
hope for a World Series return this year after 
runner-up finishes in 2010 and ’11.

Oakland Athletics: The A’s lost projected ace 
Jarrod Parker to a season-ending elbow injury 
that requires surgery, leaving another void to 
fill for a team that has done so well in recent 
years. While pitching depth has long been a 
focus for the organization, that will be tested 
early without Parker and also A.J. Griffin.

But with new closer Jim Johnson at the back 
end of a talented bullpen, Oakland still has 

plenty of confidence it can win if Crisp and the 
offense provide just enough support.

Los Angeles Angels: The pressure is on for 
manager Mike Scioscia, Hamilton and Pujols 
after a fourth straight season out of the play-
offs, and Mike Trout can’t do it all. Pujols was 
sidelined from July 26 on and batted .258 with 
17 homers and 64 RBIs in 99 games.

This team’s pitching must be far better, pe-
riod, not to mention stay healthy.

Scioscia and general manager Jerry Dipoto 
survived for one more chance from owner 
Arte Moreno following the club’s worst sea-
son in a decade at 78-84 — its lowest win total 
since 2003 despite the high-profile, expensive 
roster.

“We’re much better when our focus is in 
house,” Scioscia said. “We have a terrific club 
and we have the makings of a championship 
team. No matter who you’re playing, you’re 
going to face a tough opponent. There are a lot 
of talented teams, not only in our division but 
in our league.”

Seattle Mariners: It’s the Cano show at Safeco 
Field but Seattle’s new $240 million man is 
going to need help to give manager Lloyd Mc-
Clendon — Jim Leyland’s hitting coach in De-
troit the last seven years — a successful first 
season in the Pacific Northwest.

Seattle will need steady production from 
the starting pitchers after Felix Hernandez and 
Hisashi Iwakuma — who is recovering from a 
finger injury on hit pitching hand.

McClendon knows the A’s are the team to 
beat.

“When I was with Detroit, we battled them 
every year in the playoffs,” he said. “I don’t take 
them lightly. This is a great division. There’s a 
lot of talented teams in this division, including 
the Seattle Mariners.”

Houston Astros: Manager Bo Porter wel-
comes the addition of new center fielder and 
leadoff hitter Dexter Fowler as the Astros begin 
their second season in the AL West trying to 
fight from the bottom of one of baseball’s best 
divisions a year after losing a franchise-worst 
111 games.

Houston has spent the spring trying to find 
the right combination for the rotation.

Central
Detroit Tigers: The Tigers have reached the 

AL championship series three straight years, 
but a World Series title has remained elusive 
since 1984.

New manager Brad Ausmus takes over a 
team that made a couple of significant chang-
es in the offseason, trading Fielder and right-
hander Doug Fister. Even without Fister, Detroit 
may have the AL’s best rotation — assuming 
ace Justin Verlander comes back strong after 
having core muscle surgery in January.

Miguel Cabrera hopes to be healthier than 
last year, when he was hobbled down the 
stretch but still won MVP honors for the sec-
ond straight year. Max Scherzer gave Detroit 
two major awards by winning the Cy Young.

Kansas City Royals: Kansas City’s big move 
before last season — trading eventual Rookie 
of the Year Wil Myers for James Shields — did 
not help the Royals reach the playoffs, but their 
86-76 record was their best since 1989.

The Royals acquired outfielder Norichika 
Aoki and second baseman Omar Infante this 
offseason, but Ervin Santana’s departure could 
be costly. Kansas City signed left-hander Jason 
Vargas (career ERA of 4.30) in November.

Cleveland Indians: Cleveland rolled to 92 wins 
in 2013 in its first season under manager Terry 
Francona. The Indians made the playoffs for 
the first time since 2007 and finished only a 
game behind Detroit in the division.

The pitching will likely determine whether 
Cleveland makes a return to the postseason. 
Ubaldo Jimenez left via free agency, and John 
Axford replaces closer Chris Perez.

Chicago White Sox: Even a brilliant season by 
left-hander Chris Sale wasn’t enough to pre-
vent 99 losses for the White Sox. Jose Abreu 
and Adam Eaton were brought in to boost the 
offense, and Adam Dunn is still around as a 
home run threat.

Chicago won 85 games in 2012 and nearly 
took the division, so the White Sox probably 
aren’t as bad as last year’s record suggests. 
But they have a lot of ground to make up if they 
want to contend again.

Minnesota Twins: Once the AL Central’s 
model franchise, the Twins have lost at least 
96 games for three straight seasons. Joe Mau-
er’s move to first base could keep his bat in the 
lineup more often, but the starting rotation 
has been unreliable for a while.

Ricky Nolasco and Phil Hughes signed as 
free agents in Minnesota’s latest attempt to 
improve its pitching staff.

East
Boston Red Sox: The reigning World Series 

champion Red Sox will try to capture the magic 
again, minus many of those bushy beards this 
time. The pitching staff is led by a large group 
of experienced players such as Jon Lester, Clay 
Buchholz, John Lackey, Felix Doubront and 
Jake Peavy.

Boston lost Jacoby Ellsbury to the rival Yan-
kees in free agency and must find its best fit in 
center field to replace him, and manager John 
Farrell has several options. Grady Sizemore 
would like to be the choice, hoping to stay 
healthy and play a full season to help comple-
ment slugger David Ortiz and Dustin Pedroia.

New York Yankees: Last year was closer Mari-
ano Rivera’s emotional farewell tour, but it 
ended without a playoff berth. Now, it’s Derek 
Jeter’s turn — and there’s no Alex Rodriguez 
around to provide a distraction as the long-
time captain looks for one last memorable 
October run.

Rodriguez, a three-time AL MVP and base-
ball’s highest-paid player, was suspended for 
211 games on Aug. 5 for violations of baseball’s 
drug agreement and labor contract. An arbi-
trator in January cut the penalty to the 2014 

season and postseason.
Joining Ellsbury — he got a $153 million,

seven-year contract — in the Bronx are fellow
newcomers catcher Brian McCann, outfielder
Carlos Beltran, and Japanese pitching star Ma-
sahiro Tanaka. Tanaka signed a $155 million,
seven-year contract in January. He was 24-0 
with a 1.27 ERA last year while leading Rakuten 
to its first Japan Series title.

Tampa Bay Rays: The Rays kept much of their
2013 roster together to make another run — in-
cluding three-time All-Star and ace David Price. 
The 2012 AL Cy Young Award winner received a
$14 million, one-year deal.

First baseman James Loney received a new 
$21 million, three-year contract, while new clos-
er Grant Balfour signed for $12 million for two 
years. Evan Longoria hit .269 with 32 homers 
and 88 RBIs in a career-best 160 games last sea-
son, his first of a $100 million, 10-year contract.

Baltimore Orioles: Buck Showalter can’t 
count on Chris Davis to duplicate his sensa-
tional season in which he hit a majors-leading
53 home runs and 138 RBIs, but Baltimore’s 
manager will sure take something close to that
kind of production.

The Orioles hope the addition of Nelson Cruz
on an $8 million, one-year contract will provide
a boost in the lineup — and Cruz is eager for a
fresh start following his 50-game suspension
last year as part of the Biogenesis case.

Toronto Blue Jays: The Blue Jays need slug-
ger Jose Bautista to stay healthy after he was
sidelined to end the season for the second 
straight year. Bautista and Melky Cabrera are 
out to show they can be keys to a potent line-
up, and Bautista hopes to return to the form of
his 2010 season when he hit a club-record 54 
home runs.

Also looking for a big rebound season: 
knuckleballer R.A. Dickey, the 2012 NL Cy Young 
Award winner who went 14-13 with a 4.21 ERA
last year on the heels of his 20-win season for 
the Mets.

AP Baseball Writer Noah Trister, Sports Writer 
Stephen Hawkins, and Freelance Writers Jose 
M. Romero and Jim Richards contributed to 
this report.

AMERICAN LEAGUE

Competitive division appears
to have gotten even stronger

West is best?

MATT YORK/AP

Seattle made the biggest offseason acquistion when it signed Robinson Cano away 
from the Yankees for 10 years and $240 million.
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AL East
Boston Red Sox

2013: 97-65, first place (World Series champions). Man-
ager: John Farrell (second season).

He’s Here: OF Grady Sizemore, C A.J. Pierzynski, LHP 
Chris Capuano, RHP Edward Mujica, RHP Burke Badenhop, 
INF Jonathan Herrera. He’s Outta Here: OF Jacoby Ells-
bury, C Jarrod Saltalamacchia, SS Stephen Drew, RHP Ryan 

Dempster, LHP Franklin Morales.
Projected Lineup: CF Grady Sizemore (.224, 10 HR, 32 RBI in 2011, DNP 

2012-13), RF Shane Victorino (.294, 15, 61, 21 SB), 2B Dustin Pedroia (.301, 
9, 84, 193 H, 42 2B), DH David Ortiz (.309, 30, 103, .564 SLG), 1B Mike Na-
poli (.259, 23, 92, 187 Ks), LF Daniel Nava (.303, 12, 66, .831 OBP) or Jonny 
Gomes (.247, 13, 52), 3B Will Middlebrooks (.227, 17, 49), C A.J. Pierzynski 
(.272, 17, 70 with Texas), SS Xander Bogaerts (.250, 1, 5).

Rotation: LH Jon Lester (15-8, 3.75, 177 Ks), RH John Lackey (10-13, 3.52, 
161 Ks), LH Felix Doubront (11-6, 4.32), RH Jake Peavy (12-5, 4.17 with Chi-
cago White Sox and Boston), RH Clay Buchholz (12-1, 1.74).

 Outlook: After their third World Series championship in 10 years, 
the Red Sox stuck with the strategy that worked last offseason. They 
resisted giving free agents expensive, long-term contracts and signed 
Mujica for two years and Pierzynski, Sizemore and Capuano for one year 
each. The rotation is the same group of solid veterans led by Lester. The 
bullpen is deep with the addition of Mujica. He could close games when 
Uehara needs a rest . Uehara was nearly unhittable in the postseason  . 
Despite the loss of Ellsbury, the lineup remains potent with Ortiz and 
Napoli providing power. 

Tampa Bay Rays
2013: 92-71, 2nd place, lost to Boston in division series. 

Manager: Joe Maddon (ninth season)
He’s Here: C Ryan Hanigan, RHP Grant Balfour, RHP 

Heath Bell, RHP Brad Boxberger, INF Logan Forsythe, RHP 
Juan Carlos Oviedo, INF Jayson Nix, INF Wilson Betemit. 
He’s Outta Here: RHP Fernando Rodney, DH Luke Scott, OF 

Kelly Johnson, DH Delmon Young, OF Sam Fuld, INF Ryan Roberts, RHP 
Roberto Hernandez, RHP Jamey Wright, LHP Alex Torres.

Projected Lineup: LF David DeJesus (.251, 8 HRs, 38 RBIs ), 2B Ben Zo-
brist (.275, 12, 71, 36 doubles), 3B Evan Longoria (.269, 32, 88, 39 doubles), 
RF Wil Myers (.293, 13, 53, in 88 games, AL rookie of the year), 1B James 
Loney (.299,13, 75), DH Matt Joyce (.235, 18, 47), CF Desmond Jennings 
(.252, 14, 54, 31 doubles, 20 SBs), C Ryan Hanigan (.198, 2, 21 in 75 games 
with Reds) or Jose Molina (.233, 2, 18), SS Yunel Escobar (.256, 9, 56).

Rotation: LH David Price (10-8, 3.33 ERA , 151 Ks), RH Alex Cobb (11-3, 
2.76, 134 Ks), LH Matt Moore (17-4, 3.29,143 Ks), RH Chris Archer (9-7, 3.22, 
101 Ks), RH Jake Odorizzi (0-1, 3.94 in 7 appearances, 4 starts) or LH Cesar 
Ramos (2-2, 4.14 in 48 relief appearances).

 Outlook: The budget-minded Rays don’t have the financial capabil-
ity of the  Red Sox and Yankees, but principal owner Stuart Sternberg 
spent generously this winter  to ensure most of the key components of a 
team that won 92 games and made the playoffs for the fourth time in six 
seasons remained together. In addition to keeping Price with a $14 mil-
lion, one-year contract, the Rays re-signed Loney; picked up options on 
Zobrist and Escobar; traded for Hanigan, Bell and Forsythe; and signed 
Balfour in free agency. With Price anchoring one of the strongest start-
ing rotations in baseball and Longoria and Myers providing power  in the 
middle of the order, the Rays feel they can get back to the playoffs . 

Baltimore Orioles
2013: 85-77, third place (tie). Manager: Buck Showalter 

(fifth season).
He’s Here: RHP Ubaldo Jimenez, DH Nelson Cruz, RHP 

Ryan Webb, INF Jemile Weeks, OF David Lough, OF Francis-
co Peguero, OF Delmon Young, OF Xavier Paul, RHP Edgmer 
Escalona, SS Alex Gonzalez, RHP Alfredo Aceves. He’s Out-

ta Here: RHP Jim Johnson, 2B Brian Roberts, LF Nate McLouth, RHP Jason 
Hammel, DH Wilson Betemit, RHP Scott Feldman, OF Michael Morse, C 
Taylor Teagarden, DH Danny Valencia, RHP Francisco Rodriguez.

Projected Lineup: RF Nick Markakis (.271, 10 HRs, 59 RBIs), 3B Manny 
Machado (.283, 14, 71, 51 doubles), CF Adam Jones (.285, 33, 108, 100 runs), 
1B Chris Davis (.286, ML-leading 53, 138, 103 runs, 42 doubles), DH Nelson 
Cruz (.266, 27, 76 ), C Matt Wieters (.235, 22, 79), SS J.J. Hardy (.263, 25, 76), 
LF David Lough (.286, 5, 33 ), 2B Ryan Flaherty (.224, 10, 27 in 85 games).

Rotation: RH Chris Tillman (16-7, 3.71 ERA, 179 Ks, 33 starts, 206 1⁄3 in-
nings), RH Ubaldo Jimenez (13-9, 3.30, 33 starts with Cleveland), LH Wei-
Yin Chen (7-7, 4.07), RH Miguel Gonzalez (11-8, 3.78, 120 Ks in 171 1⁄3 in-
nings), RH Bud Norris (10-12, 4.18, 32 games ).

 Outlook: By signing Jimenez and Cruz after the start of spring training, 
Orioles VP Dan Duquette solidified the rotation and improved the offense 
of a team that hopes to make some noise in the AL East after finishing 
in a tie for third last season. Baltimore led the majors in HRs in 2013, and 
the addition of Cruz should enable the team to keep on slugging even if 
Davis has a drop-off . The Orioles shouldn’t have much trouble scoring 
runs but won’t have to if the pitching holds up. Jimenez provides depth 
to the rotation . 

New York Yankees
2013: 85-77, third place (tie). Manager: Joe Girardi (sev-

enth season).
He’s Here: C Brian McCann, OF Jacoby Ellsbury, OF-DH 

Carlos Beltran, INF-OF Kelly Johnson, 2B Brian Roberts, INF 
Scott Sizemore, LHP Matt Thornton, RHP Masahiro Tanaka. 
He’s Outta Here: 2B Robinson Cano, OF Curtis Granderson, 

3B Alex Rodriguez (suspended), 3B Kevin Youkilis, DH Travis Hafner, OF-
DH Vernon Wells, 1B-3B Mark Reynolds, 1B Lyle Overbay, C Chris Stew-
art, RHP Mariano Rivera, LHP Andy Pettitte, RHP Joba Chamberlain, LHP 
Boone Logan, RHP Phil Hughes.

Projected Lineup: CF Jacoby Ellsbury (.298, 9, 53, league-leading 53 SBs 
for Boston), SS Derek Jeter (.190, 1, 7, 17 games), RF Carlos Beltran (.296, 
24, 84 for St. Louis), DH Alfonso Soriano (.255, 34, 101 with Yankees and 
Cubs), 1B Mark Teixeira (.151, 3, 12, 15 games), C Brian McCann (.256, 20, 
57 for Atlanta), 2B Brian Roberts (.249, 8, 39 in 77 games for Baltimore), LF 
Brett Gardner (.273, 8, 52, 10 triples ), 3B Kelly Johnson (.235, 16, 52).

Rotation: LH CC Sabathia (14-13, 4.78 ERA, 175 Ks, league-leading 112 
earned runs allowed), RH Hiroki Kuroda (11-13, 3.31), RH Ivan Nova (9-6, 
3.10, 116 Ks in 139 1⁄3 innings), RH Masahiro Tanaka (24-0, 1.27, 183 Ks in 
Japan), RH Michael  Pineda (last pitched in 2011; shoulder surgery).

 Outlook: The Yankees committed $471 million on free agents, includ-
ing the $20 million payment to Tanaka’s Japanese team, hoping the shop-
ping spree pays off with  a World Series championship. That could be 
difficult. It’s been five years since Teixeira and Sabathia arrived in the 
Bronx, and both are coming off career lows — Sabathia a 4.78 ERA, Teix-
eira .151 average and three homers in 53 at-bats. Jeter, the last remaining 
member of the Core Four, is about to begin his retirement tour . The addi-
tion of Tanaka , Ellsbury, McCann and Beltran might not be enough to pro-
pel the Yankees back to the postseason in a packed American league. 

Toronto Blue Jays
2013: 74-88, fifth place. Manager: John Gibbons (second 

season).
He’s Here: C Erik Kratz, C Dioner Navarro. He’s Outta 

Here: C J.P. Arencibia, INF Mark DeRosa, RHP Josh Johnson, 
RHP Brad Lincoln, LHP Darren Oliver.

Projected Lineup: SS Jose Reyes (.296, 10 HRs, 37 RBIs), 
LF Melky Cabrera (.279, 3, 30), RF Jose Batiste (.259, 28, 73), 1B Edwin In-
carnation (.272, 36, 104), DH Adam Lind (.288, 23, 67), 3B Brett Lawrie (.254, 
11, 46), CF Colby Rasmus (.276, 22, 66), C Dioner Navarro (.300, 13, 34 with 
Chicago Cubs), 2B Ryan Goins (.252, 2, 8).

Rotation: RH R.A. Dickey (14-13, 4.21 ERA), RH Drew Hutchison (missed 
2013 with elbow injury), LH Mark Buehrle (12-10, 4.15), LH J.A. Happ (5-7, 
4.56 in 18 starts), RH Brandon Morrow (2-3, 5.63 in 10 starts).

 Outlook: Having failed to add reinforcements through trades or free 
agency, the Blue Jays will make another run for the playoffs with a roster 
strikingly similar to 2013, when a much-touted team turned in a disap-
pointing last-place finish. With a lineup led by former batting champion 
Reyes  and bolstered by sluggers Bautista and Encarnacion, the Blue Jays 
should boast a prolific offense as long as key players avoid injuries.  

— The Associated Press

AL Central
Detroit Tigers

2013: 93-69, first place (lost to Boston in ALCS). Manager: 
Brad Ausmus (first season).

He’s Here: RHP Joba Chamberlain, OF Rajai Davis, SS 
Alex Gonzalez, 2B Ian Kinsler, LHP Ian Krol, RHP Joe Nathan, 
SS Andrew Romine. He’s Outta Here: Manager Jim Leyland, 
RHP Joaquin Benoit, 1B Prince Fielder, RHP Doug Fister, 2B 

Omar Infante, C Brayan Pena, SS Jhonny Peralta, RHP Jose Veras.
Projected Lineup: 2B Ian Kinsler (.277, 13 HRs, 72 RBIs with Texas), RF 

Torii Hunter (.304, 17, 84), 1B Miguel Cabrera (.348, 44, 137 to win second 
straight MVP award), DH Victor Martinez (.301, 14, 83), CF Austin Jackson 
(.272, 12, 49), C Alex Avila (.227, 11, 47), 3B Nick Castellanos (.278 in 11 
games in MLB debut), LF Rajai Davis (.260, 6, 24, 45 steals with Toronto), 
SS Alex Gonzalez (.177, 1, 8 with Milwaukee).

Rotation: RH Justin Verlander (13-12, 3.46 ERA, 217 Ks), RH Max Scher-
zer (21-3, 2.90, 240 Ks to win Cy Young Award), RH Anibal Sanchez (14-8, 
2.57, 202), RH Rick Porcello (13-8, 4.32), LH Drew Smyly (6-0, 2.37 in 63 
relief appearances).

 Outlook: The Tigers are probably still the favorites to win a fourth 
straight AL Central title, but it’s been an unsettling spring training. In ad-
dition to the injuries, Scherzer’s stalled contract talks — he’s a free agent 
after this season — add to the sense of uncertainty about the team’s 
future. As long as Scherzer, Verlander and Miguel Cabrera are healthy, 
however, Ausmus will have plenty to work with in his managerial de-
but. Detroit still has perhaps the game’s best starting rotation, and after 
three straight appearances in the AL championship series — and a pen-
nant in 2012 — Detroit is still very much a threat to win it all

Cleveland Indians
2013: 92-70, second place (AL wild card). Manager: Terry 

Francona (second season).
He’s Here: RHP John Axford, OF David Murphy, LHP Josh 

Outman, RHP Shaun Marcum, OF Jeff Francoeur, OF Nyjer 
Morgan, RHP David Aardsma, RHP Kyle Davies. He’s Outta 
Here: RHP Chris Perez, RHP Ubaldo Jimenez, RHP Joe Smith, 

LHP Scott Kazmir, OF Drew Stubbs, RHP Matt Albers, LHP Rich Hill, OF 
Jason Kubel, C Lou Marson.

Projected Lineup: CF Michael Bourn (.263, 6 HRs, 50 RBIs, 23 steals), 1B 
Nick Swisher (.246, 22, 63, 77 BBs), 2B Jason Kipnis (.284, 17, 84, All-Star), 
DH Carlos Santana (.268, 20, 74, 93 BBs), LF Michael Brantley (.284, 10, 73, 
zero errors), SS Asdrubal Cabrera (.242, 14, 64, 114 Ks), C Yan Gomes (.294, 
11, 38, threw out 38 percent of runners), RF David Murphy (.220, (career-
low) 13, 45 with Rangers), 3B Lonnie Chisenhall (.225, 6, 26, 94 games).

Rotation: RH Justin Masterson (14-10, 3.45 ERA, 195 Ks, All-Star), RH 
Corey Kluber (11-5, 3.85), Zach McAllister (9-9, 3.75, DL for finger), RH Car-
los Carrasco (1-4, 6.75, missed ‘12 with surgery), RH Danny Salazar (2-3, 
3.12, started year in Double-A).

 Outlook: “Unfinished Business” is the theme in 2014 as the Indians 
intend to go deeper in the playoffs after losing in the wild-card game 
to Tampa Bay. Francona did a masterful job in his first season, guiding 
his team through some difficult stretches while instilling a belief in his 
players that they can beat anyone. Replacing Jimenez and Kazmir — who 
combined for 23 wins — will be a key along with Axford regaining his 
2011-12 form, when he saved 81 games for Milwaukee. Brantley and Kip-
nis are two of the AL’s best young players with the potential of blossom-
ing into perennial All-Stars. The Indians, who won their last 10 games to 
make the postseason a year ago, went just 4-15 against Detroit and have 
to do better than that to unseat the AL Central champions. 

Kansas City Royals
2013: 86-76, third place. Manager: Ned Yost (fifth sea-

son).
He’s Here: LH Jason Vargas, 2B Omar Infante, RF Norichi-

ka Aoki, 3B Danny Valencia, LHP Patrick Schuster. He’s Out-
ta Here: RH Ervin Santana, LH Will Smith, 2B Chris Getz, RF 
David Lough, C George Kottaras, 3B Irving Falu, RH Felipe 

Paulino, RH Luis Mendoza, 3B Jamey Carroll.
Projected Lineup: RF Norichika Aoki (.286, 8 HRs, 37 RBIs, 20 SBs with 

Brewers), 2B Omar Infante (.318, 10, 51 with Tigers), 1B Eric Hosmer (.302, 
17, 79), DH Billy Butler (.289, 15, 82), LF Alex Gordon (.265, 20, 81), C Salva-
dor Perez (.292, 13, 79), 3B Mike Moustakas (.233, 12, 42), CF Lorenzo Cain 
(.251, 4, 46), SS Alcides Escobar (.234, 4, 52).

Rotation: RH James Shields (13-9, 3.15 ERA, 196 Ks), LH Jason Vargas 
(9-8, 4.02, 109 with Angels), RH Yordano Ventura (0-1, 3.52, 11), RH Jeremy 
Guthrie (15-12, 4.04, 111), LH Bruce Chen (9-4, 3.27, 78). 

 Outlook: Kansas City returned most of its key players from last season 
with the mindset that youngsters such as Hosmer, Moustakas and Esco-
bar are still getting better. General manager Dayton Moore also filled two 
glaring holes by trading for Aoki and signing Infante, vastly improving 
the top of the batting order. Now, if the Royals can only avoid the kind of 
disastrous stretch that they had last May, when they endured a 12-game 
losing streak that put them in a hole too deep to dig out of, the long-
suffering franchise just might be able to contend with Detroit in the AL 
Central and make the playoffs for the first time since 1985. 

Minnesota Twins
2013: 66-96, fourth place. Manager: Ron Gardenhire 

(13th season).
He’s Here: RHP Ricky Nolasco, RHP Phil Hughes, C Kurt 

Suzuki, OF Jason Kubel. He’s Outta Here: C Ryan Doumit, 
RHP Josh Roenicke, RHP Andrew Albers, LHP Pedro Her-
nandez, OF Clete Thomas, RHP Liam Hendriks, RHP P.J. 

Walters.
Projected Lineup: CF Aaron Hicks (.192, 8 HR, 27 RBIs, 84 Ks, 81 Gs), 2B 

Brian Dozier (.244, 18 HR, 66 RBIs), 1B Joe Mauer (.324, 11 HR, 47 RBIs, 35 
2B, .404 OBP, .476 SLG), LF Josh Willingham (.208, 14 HR, 48 RBIs, 111 Gs), 
RF Oswaldo Arcia (.251, 14 HR, 43 RBIs, .430 SLG), DH Jason Kubel (.216, 5 
HR, 32 RBIs in 97 Gs with Arizona and Cleveland), 3B Trevor Plouffe (.254, 
14 HR, 54 RBIs), C Kurt Suzuki (.232, 5 HR, 32 RBIs in 94 Gs with Washington 
and Oakland), SS Pedro Florimon (.221, 9 HR, 44 RBIs, 15 SBs).

Rotation: RH Ricky Nolasco (8-3, 3.52 ERA in 15 starts for Dodgers, 
199 1⁄3 IP with Dodgers and Miami), RH Kevin Correia (9-13, 4.18), RH Phil 
Hughes (4-14, 5.19, 24 HR allowed with Yankees), RH Mike Pelfrey (5-13, 
5.19), RH Samuel Deduno (8-8, 3.83) or LH Scott Diamond (6-13, 5.43).

 Outlook: Not promising. The Twins have lost more than 90 games for 
three straight seasons. The franchise is waiting for star prospects Byron 
Buxton, Miguel Sano and Alex Meyer to mature and make an impact. But 
Buxton, a five-tool center fielder, is probably a year away and Sano, a 
power-hitting 3B, will miss the season after having Tommy John surgery. 
Improvements to the rotation should keep them from losing 95 games 
again, but it’s difficult to see a scenario where they contend with the 
Detroit Tigers in the AL Central.

Chicago White Sox
2013: 63-99, fifth place. Manager: Robin Ventura (third 

season).
He’s Here: 1B Jose Abreu, OF Adam Eaton, LH Scott 

Downs, LH Eric Surkamp, RH Ronald Belisario. He’s Outta 
Here: RHP Addison Reed, INF Brent Morel.

Projected Lineup: CF Adam Eaton (.252, 3 HRs, 22 RBIs 
with Arizona), SS Alexei Ramirez (.284, 6 HRs, 48 RBIs), 1B Jose Abreu 
(.345, 19 HRs, 60 RBIs in 42 games for Cienfuegos of the Cuban National 
League), RF Avisail Garcia (.283 7 HRs, 31 RBIs, with Detroit and White 
Sox), DH Adam Dunn (.219, 34 HRs, 86 RBIs) or Paul Konerko (.244, 12 HRs, 
54 RBIs), LF Dayan Viciedo (.265, 14 HRs, 56 RBIs), 3B Conor Gillaspie (.245, 
13 HRs, 40 RBIs) or Jeff Keppinger (.253, 4 HRs, 40 RBIs), C Tyler Flowers 
(.195, 10 HRs, 24 RBIs), 2B Gordon Beckham (.267, 5 HRs, 24 RBIs).

Rotation: LH Chris Sale (11-14, 3.07 ERA, 226 Ks), LH Jose Quintana (9-7, 
3.51 ERA), LH John Danks (4-14, 4.75 ERA), RH Erik Johnson (3-2, 3.25 ERA), 
RH Felipe Paulino (3-1, 1.67 ERA, 7 starts  in 2012).

 Outlook: The White Sox believe they can make a quick turnaround af-
ter collapsing last season. Several factors will determine if that actually 
happens. One is Abreu. The White Sox are counting on the Cuban slug-
ger, who signed for six years and $68 million, to boost an offense that 
scored the fewest runs in the AL and hit only 148 homers. They’re also 
counting on the back end of the rotation to hold its ground. They’re solid 
at the top with Sale and Quintana, but there are some question marks. 

— The Associated Press

AL West
Oakland Athletics

2013: 96-66, 1st place (lost in division series to Detroit).
Manager: Bob Melvin (fourth season).

He’s Here: LHP Scott Kazmir, RHP Jim Johnson, RHP 
Luke Gregerson, LHP Eric O’Flaherty, INF Nick Punto, OF
Craig Gentry, LHP Drew Pomeranz, OF Sam Fuld. He’s
Outta Here: RHP Bartolo Colon, RHP Grant Balfour, LHP 

Brett Anderson, LHP Jerry Blevins, OF Chris Young, OF Seth Smith, C 
Kurt Suzuki, RHP Pat Neshek, OF Michael Choice.

Projected Lineup: CF Coco Crisp (.261, 22, 66, 21 SBs), 3B Josh Don-
aldson (.301, 24, 93, 37 2Bs), SS Jed Lowrie (.290, 15, 75, 45 2Bs), LF Yoe-
nis Cespedes (.240, 26, 80), 1B or DH Brandon Moss (.256, 30, 87), RF Josh
Reddick (.226, 12, 56), DH or C John Jaso (.271, 3, 21), C Derek Norris 
(.246, 9, 30) or 1B Alberto Callaspo (.258, 10, 58 with Oakland and Los
Angeles Angels) or 1B Daric Barton (.269, 3, 16), 2B Eric Sogard (.266, 2,
35) or 2B Nick Punto (.255, 2, 21 with Los Angeles Dodgers).

Rotation: RH Sonny Gray (5-3, 2.67), LH Scott Kazmir (10-9, 4.04), RH 
Jesse Chavez (2-4, 3.92), RH Dan Straily (10-8. 3.96), LH Tommy Milone (12-
9, 4.14) or RH A.J. Griffin (14-10, 3.83 ERA, MLB-worst 36 HRs allowed).

Outlook:  Oakland went into spring training looking like the favorite
again in the division, but the injuries to the rotation cast a cloud over
that. Luckily for the A’s, GM Billy Beane has acquired plenty of depth, 
especially in the bullpen led by new closer Johnson and setup man 
Gregerson.  The A’s finished fourth in the majors in runs in part be-
cause of Melvin’s expert use of the platoon to gain an edge. Donaldson
and Moss thrived last season and the A’s are hoping to get more con-
sistent performances from Cespedes and  Reddick .

Texas Rangers
2013: 91-72, second place. Manager: Ron Washington 

(eighth season).
He’s Here: 1B Prince Fielder, LF Shin-Soo Choo, C. J.P. 

Arencibia, OF Michael Choice, INF Josh Wilson, C Chris
Snyder. He’s Outta Here: Closer Joe Nathan, 2B Ian Kinsler, 
RF Nelson Cruz, C A.J. Pierzynski, RHP Matt Garza, 1B/DH

Lance Berkman, CF Craig Gentry, OF David Murphy, INF Jeff Baker.
Projected Lineup: LF Shin-Soo Choo (.285, 21 HRs, 54 RBIs, 20 SBs, 

112 walks for Cincinnati), SS Elvis Andrus (.271, 4, 67, 42 SBs), 1B Prince 
Fielder (.279, 25, 106, 36 doubles for Detroit), 3B Adrian Beltre (.315, 30, 
92, AL-high 199 hits), RF Alex Rios (.278, 18, 81, 42 SBs combined with
Chicago White Sox/Texas), DH Mitch Moreland (.232 23, 60), C J.P. Aren-
cibia (.194, 21, 55 with Toronto) 2B Josh Wilson (.200, 1, 4 for Arizona),
CF Leonys Martin (.260, 8, 49, 36 SBs).

Rotation: RH Yu Darvish (13-9, 2.83 ERA, ML-leading 277 Ks), LH Mar-
tin Perez (10-6, 3.62), RH Tanner Scheppers (6-2, 1.88, 76 appearances in 
setup role most ever for a Texas right-hander), LH Joe Saunders (11-16,
5.26 for Seattle), LH Robbie Ross (4-2, 3.03 in 65 appearances). Note:
LH Matt Harrison, last year’s opening-day starter who made only two
starts before back surgery, is expected back in mid-to-late April.

Outlook:  The Rangers’ two most significant offseason moves were 
to improve the offense. They sent 2B Ian Kinsler to Detroit for slug-
ger Prince Fielder in a rare trade of All-Star players, then signed free 
agent Shin-Soo Choo to lead off.  Fielder, who batted ahead of MVP win-
ners the last three seasons, now hits between Elvis Andrus and Adrian 
Beltre. Rangers ace Yu Darvish  was  second in the AL Cy Young Award 
voting. Texas lost two expected starters for up to three months with 
injuries to Profar and C Geovany Soto (right knee).

Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim
2013: 78-84, third place. Manager: Mike Scioscia (15th 

season).
He’s Here: 3B David Freese, LHP Tyler Skaggs, LHP 

Hector Santiago, DH Raul Ibanez, RHP Joe Smith, INF John 
McDonald. He’s Outta Here: OF Peter Bourjos, DH Mark 
Trumbo, LHP Jason Vargas, RHP Jerome Williams, RHP 

Tommy Hanson.
Projected Lineup: RF Kole Calhoun (.282, 8 HRs, 32 RBIs, 2 SBs), CF Mike

Trout (.323, 27, 97, .988 OPS, 110 BBs), 1B Albert Pujols (.258, 17, 64, 99 GP), 
LF Josh Hamilton (.250, 21, 79), 3B David Freese (.262, 9, 60 with Cardinals),
DH Raul Ibanez (.242, 29, 65 with Mariners), 2B Howie Kendrick (.297, 13,
54), C Chris Iannetta (.225, 11, 39), SS Erick Aybar (.271, 6, 54, 12 SBs).

Rotation: RH Jered Weaver (11-8, 3.27 ERA, 117 Ks), LH C.J. Wilson 
(17-7, 3.39, 188 Ks), RH Garrett Richards (7-8, 4.16), LH Hector Santiago
(4-9, 3.67 with White Sox), LH Tyler Skaggs (2-3, 5.12 ERA for Arizona).

Outlook:  While they wait to see whether owner Arte Moreno’s ex-
pensive hitters finally come through, general manager Jerry Dipoto
filled the club’s glaring holes in the offseason with Freese, Santiago
and Skaggs. Weaver and Wilson are back to headline a rotation that 
was the Angels’ true downfall last season. Los Angeles still has argu-
ably the majors’ best player in Trout, and the club is talking about a 
long-term contract extension with the gifted outfielder. But the two-
time MVP runner-up needs support from a veteran lineup. Pujols and 
Hamilton  need to get going quickly to give the Angels a chance .

Seattle Mariners
2013: 71-91, fourth place. Manager: Lloyd McClendon 

(first season).
He’s Here: 2B Robinson Cano, OF Corey Hart, 1B-DH Lo-

gan Morrison, C John Buck, INF-OF Willie Bloomquist, RHP
Fernando Rodney. He’s Outta Here: Manager Eric Wedge,
OF Raul Ibanez, DH Kendrys Morales, SS Brendan Ryan.

Projected Lineup: CF Abraham Almonte (.264, 2 HR, 9 RBI in 25 
games; .314 at Triple-A Tacoma) or Michael Saunders (.236, 12, 46), 3B 
Kyle Seager (.260, 22, 69, 32 doubles), 2B Robinson Cano (.314, 27, 107, 
41 doubles with Yankees), RF Corey Hart (.270, 30, 83 in 2012 with Brew-
ers), 1B Justin Smoak (.238, 20, 50), DH Logan Morrison (.242, 6, 36 in 85 
games with Marlins), C Mike Zunino (.214, 5, 14 in 52 games), LF Dustin
Ackley (.235, 4, 31), SS Brad Miller (.265, 8, 36, 6 triples in 76 games)

Rotation: RH Felix Hernandez (12-10, 3.04 ERA, 216 Ks), RH Hisashi 
Iwakuma (14-6, 2.66, 185 Ks), LH James Paxton (3-0, 1.50 in 4 starts; 8-
11, 4.45 at Tacoma), RH Taijuan Walker (1-0, 3.60 in 3 starts; 5-3, 3.61 at 
Tacoma), RH Erasmo Ramirez (5-3, 4.90 in 13 starts).

Outlook: The arrival of Cano gives Seattle an offensive equivalent to
what they have in the pitching staff with Hernandez: a superstar that’s
among the best in baseball.  If Cano is going to have the same impact 
he did in New York, he needs Seager and Hart to be good enough to
provide protection. Hernandez is the only certainty in the rotation as
the season begins, with Iwakuma and Walker slowed by injuries. The
Mariners are again a team filled with just as many questions as an-
swers and in a division stacked with contenders .

Houston Astros
2013: 51-111, fifth place. Manager: Bo Porter (second

season).
He’s Here: RH Scott Feldman, CF Dexter Fowler, RH Jes-

se Crain, RH Jerome Williams, RH Chad Qualls, RH Matt 
Albers, 1B Jesus Guzman and LH Raul Valdes. He’s Outta 
Here: LH Erik Bedard, CF Brandon Barnes, RH Jordan Lyles,

RH Philip Humber, OF Trevor Crowe.
Projected Lineup: CF Dexter Fowler (.263, 12 HRs, 42 RBIs, 19 SBs

with Rockies), 2B Jose Altuve (.283, 5, 52, 35 SBs, 31 doubles), 3B Matt 
Dominguez (.241, 21, 77), C Jason Castro (.276, 18, 56), RF L.J. Hoes (.282,
1, 10, 7 SB with Orioles and Astros), 1B Marc Krauss (.209, 4, 13) or Je-
sus Guzman (.226, 9, 35 with Padres) LF Robbie Grossman (.268, 4, 21),
SS Jonathan Villar (.243, 1, 8, 18 SBs), DH Chris Carter (.223, 29, 82, led
majors with 212 Ks).

Rotation: RH Scott Feldman (12-12, 3.86 ERA, 132 Ks with Orioles and
Cubs), RH Jarred Cosart (1-1, 1.95 in 10 starts), LH Brett Oberholtzer (4-5, 
2.76), RH Brad Peacock (5-6, 5.18) or RH Lucas Harrell (6-17, 5.86), RH Je-
rome Williams (9-10, 4.57 with Angels) or LH Dallas Keuchel (6-10, 5.15).

Outlook: The Astros  have restocked their once-barren farm system
and are spending money to add pieces to pair with their up-and-com-
ing players and should be better in 2014. Their most notable offseason
addition was Feldman, who signed a three-year, $30 million contract to
lead the rotation. They also boosted their dreadful bullpen by signing 
Crain, along with Qualls and Albers .

— The Associated Press
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Stephen Strasburg leads a deep rota-
tion in Washington. Matt Holliday 
and St. Louis are back again. And 
the loaded Los Angeles Dodgers 

think it’s their time to shine.
Yes, it is a very familiar group of favor-

ites. Throw in Freddie Freeman and Atlan-
ta, and the NL list is practically complete. 
But there’s always one team that crashes 
the party at the top; see MVP Andrew Mc-
Cutchen and the 2013 Pirates.

With Arizona and Los Angeles starting 
the season Down Under in Australia, the 
race is on to see which teams will finish on 
top in the National League.

“Our team’s really good,” Dodgers pitch-
er Zack Greinke said. “We did really good, 
even with a bunch of injuries last year. We 
have some young guys about ready to come 
up if needed. I mean, the expectations 
should be really high here.”

Washington was among the favorites 
last year, coming off a breakthrough sea-
son. But Bryce Harper was hurt and the 
Nationals underperformed in their final 
season under manager Davey Johnson, 
finishing 10 games back of NL East cham-
pion Atlanta.

Enter Matt Williams, who gets his first 
job as a major league manager after three 
seasons as Arizona’s third-base coach. The 
rotation is one of the best in the majors, 
with Doug Fister coming over in a Decem-
ber trade after winning 14 games for De-
troit last season. Harper is healthy again, 
and Strasburg looks just fine following Oc-
tober elbow surgery.

“The more experience you get, the bet-
ter chance you have to succeed, and I think 
that’s kind of the lesson from last year,” 
third baseman Ryan Zimmerman said. 

The Central belongs to St. Louis, which 
has won the division five times in the last 
decade. There’s no reason to believe the 
Cardinals won’t make it six times in 11 
years.

Adam Wainwright and postseason dar-
ling Michael Wacha are part of the divi-
sion’s best rotation. The lineup remains 
stacked even after Carlos Beltran depart-
ed in free agency. All-Star slugger Allen 
Craig missed much of the postseason last 
year, and the Cardinals still made it to the 
World Series.

The real intrigue in the division comes 
after the Cardinals. The Central had both 
wild cards last season, with Pittsburgh 
making the playoffs for the first time in 21 
years and Cincinnati another four games 
back in third.

The Pirates and Reds each lost a key 
player in free agency, while the Brewers 
get Ryan Braun back from his season-end-
ing, 65-game drug suspension. A.J. Bur-
nett went from the Pirates to the Phillies 
after a productive two years in Pittsburgh, 
while the Reds lost leadoff hitter Shin-Soo 
Choo to a big contract with the Rangers.

“We’re still hungry,” Pirates catcher 
Russell Martin said. “We did some special 
things last year, but everybody was disap-
pointed with how it finished. I don’t know 

what all the ‘experts’ are saying, but I con-
sider myself an expert and I think we’re 
going to do better than we did last year.”

The muddled Central could mean anoth-
er playoff slot for one of the West teams.

Los Angeles’ biggest deal of the offsea-
son was a $215 million, seven-year contract 
for its own Clayton Kershaw, who won the 
NL Cy Young Award for the second time 
in three seasons. Kershaw, Cuban sensa-
tion Yasiel Puig and steady Adrian Gonza-
lez helped the Dodgers all the way to the 
championship series. 

Arizona made one of the biggest trades 
of the offseason, acquiring Mark Trumbo 
from the Angels in a three-team swap that 
also involved the White Sox. Trumbo hit 34 
homers last year and should help protect 
Paul Goldschmidt in the lineup. The Dia-
mondbacks also signed Bronson Arroyo to 
provide innings.

The Giants are another team that could 
surprise. Hudson joins a rotation that 
also includes 13-game winner Madison 
Bumgarner and Matt Cain, and Michael 
Morse should add some pop in left field.

“The way this team is put together, ev-
erybody has a job and everybody just does 
their job,” Morse said. “History shows it, 
this is a winning organization.”

A look at the NL in predicted order of 
finish:

East
Washington Nationals: Adam LaRoche plays 

great defense, but he slumped last year at 
the plate. That’s why Zimmerman fielded 
some grounders at first this spring training. 
The plan is for Zimmerman to remain at third 
most days, but more time at the opposite 
corner might help him stay healthy.

The Nationals finished in the middle of the 
league in most offensive categories in 2013, 
and more games for Zimmerman could help 
improve those numbers. But the rotation is 
one of the best in baseball and left-hander 
Jerry Blevins, acquired in a December trade 
with Oakland, should help the bullpen.

Atlanta Braves: The 24-year-old Freeman hit 
.319 with 23 homers and 109 RBIs last year, 
making the All-Star team for the first time. 
He was rewarded with the biggest contract 
in franchise history, a $135 million, eight-year 
deal.

The Braves also agreed to multiyear deals 
with outfielder Jason Heyward, closer Craig 
Kimbrel and shortstop Andrelton Simmons. 
When Brandon Beachy and Kris Medlen re-
injured their elbows, the Braves signed Ervin 
Santana to a $14.1 million, one-year contract 
to bolster their rotation.

New York Mets: Help is on the way for the 
Mets; it just appears to be at least a year 
away. Pitching prospects Noah Syndergaard 
and Rafael Montero showed promise during 
spring training, and Matt Harvey is rehab-
bing his surgically repaired right elbow.

In the meantime, free-agent deals for 
pitcher Bartolo Colon and outfielders Cur-
tis Granderson and Chris Young should be 
enough to keep New York on top of Philadel-
phia in third.

Philadelphia Phillies: Another year, another 
set of injury concerns for the aging Phillies. 
Cole Hamels could miss the first month of the 
season with left biceps tendinitis. Shortstop 
Jimmy Rollins and second baseman Chase 
Utley are each 35, and slugger Ryan Howard 
is 34, making another title run for the accom-
plished core even more questionable.

Miami Marlins: Giancarlo Stanton should 
have some more help in the lineup after the 

Marlins signed Jarrod Saltalamacchia, Gar-
rett Jones and Rafael Furcal, but it likely won’t 
be enough to move the Marlins out of the NL 
East basement. Miami has finished last in the 
division in each of the last three seasons.

Central
St. Louis Cardinals: Matt Carpenter moves 

from second to third base this season after 
leading the NL in hits (199), doubles (55) and 
runs (126) last year. Carpenter, who also bat-
ted .318 with 11 homers, is one of the key per-
formers in a young Cardinals core that could 
keep the team in contention for years.

One of St. Louis’ biggest offseason moves 
was a trade to acquire center fielder Peter 
Bourjos, who adds more speed to an already 
dangerous lineup. Shortstop Jhonny Peralta 
also shores up one of the Cardinals’ weakest 
positions offensively.

Pittsburgh Pirates: Burnett is gone, but 
Pittsburgh still has Francisco Liriano and 
Gerrit Cole at the front end of the rotation. 
Liriano won 16 games last year in his first 
season with the Pirates, and the 23-year-old 
Cole looks like a star. Touted pitching pros-
pect Jameson Taillon also could make it to 
the majors this summer.

With his mix of speed and power, Mc-
Cutchen is one of the majors’ most danger-
ous hitters. He had a .317 batting average 
last season to go along with a career-high 38 
doubles and a .404 on-base percentage.

Cincinnati Reds: Billy Hamilton could be one 
of baseball’s most exciting players this sum-
mer. He takes over for Choo in center field af-
ter batting .368 with 13 steals in a short stint 
with the Reds at the end of last year. The big 
question about the speedster is his ability to 
get on base, and he showed improved bun-
ting skills during spring training.

Milwaukee Brewers: Matt Garza returned to 
the NL Central for a big free-agent deal with 
Milwaukee, joining Yovani Gallardo and Kyle 
Lohse on top of an improved Brewers rotation. 
Garza went 6-1 in 11 starts with the Cubs last 
year before he was traded to Texas in July.

Chicago Cubs: The Cubs are hoping new 
manager Rick Renteria will have a positive 
effect on first baseman Anthony Rizzo and 
shortstop Starlin Castro after each young 
player had a disappointing 2013 season. The 
focus remains on the future, with slugging 
prospects Kris Bryant and Javier Baez at-
tracting attention during spring training.

West
Los Angeles Dodgers: Tough load for Alex-

ander Guerrero, who is moving from short-
stop to second base while adjusting to life 
in the United States. He defected from Cuba
last year and agreed to a $28 million, four-
year contract with the Dodgers in October. 
Dee Gordon and Chone Figgins also were in 
the mix at second.

Puig made his major league debut last June 
and hit .319 with 19 homers in 104 games. 
Will it be a sophomore slump for the strong-
armed outfielder, or more of the same? Stay
tuned.

Arizona Diamondbacks: Arroyo has pitched
at least 200 innings in eight of the last nine 
seasons, and he had 199 innings with Cincin-
nati in 2011. The durable right-hander also
wins, recording at least 12 victories in five of
the last six years.

The 37-year-old Arroyo has been both-
ered by a bulging disk in his back. And that 
was a relatively minor problem for the Dia-
mondbacks compared to the injury to Patrick
Corbin, who could need season-ending sur-
gery on his left elbow. At least Arizona has 
Archie Bradley, one of the majors’ best pitch-
ing prospects.

San Diego Padres: The Padres have a prom-
ising rotation in Andrew Cashner, Ian Kenne-
dy, Tyson Ross, Josh Johnson and Eric Stults.
The hard-throwing Cashner, acquired from
the Cubs in 2012 trade, went 10-9 last season 
with a 3.09 ERA in 31 games, 26 starts.

San Francisco Giants: Hudson broke his right
ankle while covering first for Atlanta last July
24, ending his season. The Giants are count-
ing on a full recovery for the 38-year-old
right-hander after their rotation faltered last
year. Hudson had 49 wins for Atlanta from
2010-12.

Colorado Rockies: No more Todd Helton; the 
longtime first baseman retired after 17 sea-
sons in Colorado. Justin Morneau takes over,
but the biggest key for the Rockies could
be just keeping sluggers Troy Tulowitzki 
and Carlos Gonzalez on the field. Tulowitzki 
played in 126 games last year, while Gonza-
lez was limited to 110 games.

AP Sports Writer Janie McCauley in San 
Francisco and AP freelance writer Carl 
Kotala in Viera, Fla., contributed to this 
report.

NATIONAL LEAGUE

After taking NL crown in ’13,
St. Louis is still team to beat

Cardinals rule

CARLOS OSORIO/AP

St. Louis pitcher Michael Wacha hopes to build on the success he enjoyed last season 
during the postseason and is part of the NL Central’s best rotation.
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MLB PREVIEW: TEAM CAPSULES
NL East

Atlanta Braves
2013: 96-66, first place (lost to Dodgers in division series).  

Manager: Fredi Gonzalez (fourth season).
He’s Here: RHP Gavin Floyd, C Ryan Doumit, RHP Aaron Ha-

rang, 1B Mat Gamel, 2B Tyler Greene. He’s Outta Here: RHP Tim 
Hudson, C Brian McCann, LHP Paul Maholm, LHP Eric O’Flaherty, 
RHP Freddy Garcia, SS Paul Janish, 2B Elliot Johnson, RHP Cris-
thian Martinez, LHP Sean Gilmartin.

Projected lineup: RF Jason Heyward (.254, 14 HRs, 38 RBIs, 104 games), 
CF B.J. Upton (.184, 9, 26, 12 SBs, 151 Ks), 1B Freddie Freeman (.319, 23, 109, .501 
slugging percentage), LF Justin Upton (.263, 27, 70, 94 runs, 161 Ks), C Evan Gattis 
(.243, 21, 65), 3B Chris Johnson (.321, 12, 68, 34 doubles), 2B Dan Uggla (.179, 22, 55, 
171 Ks), SS Andrelton Simmons (.248, 17, 59).

Rotation: RH Julio Teheran (14-8, 3.20 ERA, 170 Ks), RH Ervin Santana (9-10, 
3.24, 190 hits, 211 IP with Royals), LH Mike Minor (13-9, 3.21, team-leading 181 
Ks), LH Alex Wood (3-3, 3.13, 31 games, 11 starts), RH Aaron Harang (5-12, 5.40, 
26 starts with Mariners and Mets) or RH David Hale (1-0, 0.82, 14 Ks, 1 walk in 2 
starts).

Outlook: The Braves had the majors’ best ERA in 2013, when they won the di-
vision even as Uggla and B.J. Upton hit below .200 and lost their starting jobs. The 
team expected to again lean on its pitching before losing Medlen and Beachy. 
Wood has impressed in spring training and could help replenish the rotation. The 
club invested in its future when it gave multiyear contracts to top young stars 
Kimbrel, Freeman, Heyward and Simmons this spring. Only Heyward’s two-year 
deal is for fewer than four years. Gattis showed impressive power as a rookie 
and now replaces McCann as the starting catcher. The injuries to Medlen and 
Beachy probably make the Braves an underdog to Washington in the NL East. A 
full, healthy season from Heyward and even modest improvements from Uggla 
and B.J. Upton could make the lineup stronger despite the loss of McCann.

Washington Nationals
2013: 86-76, second place. Manager: Matt Williams (first 

season).
He’s Here: RHP Doug Fister, LHP Jerry Blevins, OF Nate 

McLouth, C Jose Lobaton. He’s Outta Here: Manager Davey 
Johnson, RHP Dan Haren, INF Chad Tracy, INF-OF Steve Lombar-
dozzi, LHP Fernando Abad.

Projected Lineup: CF Denard Span (.279, 4 HRs, 47 RBIs, 11 tri-
ples), SS Ian Desmond (.280, 20, 80, 38 doubles), RF Jayson Werth (.318, 25, 82), LF 
Bryce Harper (.274, 20, 58), 3B Ryan Zimmerman (.275, 26, 79), 1B Adam LaRoche 
(.237, 20, 62), C Wilson Ramos (.272, 16, 59), 2B Anthony Rendon (.265, 7, 35).

Rotation: RH Stephen Strasburg (8-9, 3.00 ERA, 191 Ks), LH Gio Gonzalez (11-8, 
3.36, 192 Ks), RH Jordan Zimmermann (19-9, 3.25, 213 1-3 IP), RH Doug Fister (14-9, 
3.67 with Detroit), RH Tanner Roark (7-1, 1.51) or RH Taylor Jordan (1-3, 3.66).

Outlook: The Nationals went from the best record in the majors in 2012 to 
missing the playoffs in 2013 — and for 2014, a lot could depend on the shift from 
the lame-duck Johnson to Williams, who gained a reputation as a fiery guy during 
his playing days. Williams promised to add an emphasis on defensive positioning, 
and when he was hired by Washington after being Arizona’s third base coach, he 
even brought along an extra coach to oversee that part of the game. Two big keys 
for the Nationals will be young stars Harper and Strasburg, a pair of No. 1 draft 
picks who had offseason surgery. The lineup is expected to be mostly the same 
as last season, other than some tinkering with the batting order. GM Mike Rizzo 
upgraded an already strong rotation by trading for Fister, who joins Strasburg, 
Gonzalez and Zimmermann.

New York Mets
2013: 74-88, third place. Manager: Terry Collins (fourth 

season).
He’s Here: OF Curtis Granderson, RHP Bartolo Colon, OF Chris 

Young, RHP Jose Valverde, LHP John Lannan, 1B Brandon Allen, 
C Taylor Teagarden, RHP Ryan Reid, 1B Matt Clark. He’s Outta 
Here: RHP LaTroy Hawkins, LHP Johan Santana, INF Justin Turner, 
RHP Aaron Harang, OF Mike Baxter, RHP Frank Francisco, RHP 

David Aardsma, RHP Scott Atchison, OF-2B Jordany Valdespin, LHP Robert Car-
son, LHP Pedro Feliciano, LHP Tim Byrdak.

Projected Lineup: LF Eric Young Jr. (.249, 2 HRs, 32 RBIs, NL-best 46 SBs, .310 
OBP), 2B Daniel Murphy (.286, 13, 78, 38 doubles, 23 SBs, 188 hits, .319 OBP), 3B 
David Wright (.307, 18, 58, 17 SBs, 430 ABs, .390 OBP), RF-LF Curtis Granderson 
(.229, 7, 15, 69 Ks in 61 games with Yankees), CF Chris Young (.200, 12, 40 in 107 
games with Oakland) or Juan Lagares (.242, 4, 34), 1B Ike Davis (.205, 9, 33, 317 
ABs, .326 OBP) or Lucas Duda (.223, 15, 33, 318 ABs, .352 OBP), C Travis d’Arnaud 
(.202, 1, 5, 99 ABs), SS Ruben Tejada (.202, 0, 10, .259 OBP, 12 extra-base hits in 208 
ABs) or Omar Quintanilla (.222, 2, 21, .306 OBP, 315 ABs).

Rotation: RH Dillon Gee (12-11, 3.62 ERA, 199 IP), RH Bartolo Colon (18-6, 2.65, 
190 1-3 IP, 29 BBs, AL-best 3 shutouts with Oakland), RH Zack Wheeler (7-5, 3.42, 
17 starts), LH Jonathon Niese (8-8, 3.71, 24 starts), RH Daisuke Matsuzaka (3-3, 
4.42, 7 starts) or RH Jenrry Mejia (1-2, 2.30, 5 starts).

Outlook: After three years of bargain hunting, GM Sandy Alderson spent more 
than $87 million on a trio of free agents this offseason. Granderson and Chris Young 
finally give the Mets some depth and potential power in the outfield, without sac-
rificing speed and defense. The beefy Colon, who turns 41 in May, is coming off an 
All-Star campaign with Oakland that followed a drug suspension. New York gave 
him a two-year deal, augmenting a promising rotation. Niese originally was slated 
to start on opening day, but he’s been stalled by back discomfort, triceps soreness 
and an elbow problem in what he called “the spring training from hell.” The team 
still thinks he could be ready to pitch during the first week of the season, but Gee 
now gets the opener instead. Parnell is coming off neck surgery, the rest of the 
bullpen is inexperienced, and the flawed lineup is prone to strikeouts. There’s tal-
ent on the farm, though, particularly in touted pitching prospects Rafael Montero 
and Noah Syndergaard. They could be called up by summer. Following five straight 
losing seasons, the roster has improved. Maybe not enough to contend just yet, 
but the Mets expect to make big strides as they wait for All-Star ace Matt Harvey 
to return from Tommy John surgery in 2015.

Philadelphia Phillies
2013: 73-89, fourth place. Manager: Ryne Sandberg (first full 

season).
He’s Here: RHP A.J. Burnett, OF Marlon Byrd, RHP Miguel Gon-

zalez, RHP Roberto Hernandez, RHP Brad Lincoln, C Wil Nieves, 
OF Bobby Abreu. He’s Outta Here: RHP Roy Halladay, C Erik 
Kratz, LHP John Lannan.

Projected Lineup: CF Ben Revere (.305, 0 HRs, 17 RBIs, 12 
extra-base hits, 22 SBs), SS Jimmy Rollins (.252, 6, 39, 36 doubles, 22 SBs), 2B 
Chase Utley (.284, 18, 69), RF Marlon Byrd (.291, 24, 88 with Mets and Pirates), 1B 
Ryan Howard (.266, 11, 43), C Carlos Ruiz (.268, 5, 37), LF Domonic Brown (.272, 27, 
83), 3B Cody Asche (.235, 5, 22).

Rotation: LH Cliff Lee (14-8, 2.87 ERA, 222 Ks), RH A.J. Burnett (10-11, 3.30, 209 
Ks with Pirates), LH Cole Hamels (8-14, 3.60, 202 Ks) or RH David Buchanan (10-13, 
4.40 in Double-A and Triple-A) or RH Jeff Manship (0-5, 7.04 with Rockies), RH Kyle 
Kendrick (10-13, 4.70, 110 Ks), RH Roberto Hernandez (6-13, 4.89 with Rays).

Outlook: These aren’t the Phillies who dominated the NL East from 2007-11. 
They may look like it because half the starting lineup is still here, but those core 
players are trending downward. General manager Ruben Amaro Jr.’s offseason 
moves were an indication he’s trying to win now before the window completely 
closes on this group. Re-signing Utley and Ruiz and adding Byrd and Burnett 
weren’t rebuilding moves. The Phillies are hoping to make one more run with an 
old, aging group of veterans and a few young guys who are potential stars such 
as Asche and 2013 All-Star Brown. Sandberg, who took over for Charlie Manuel 
last August, has to try to get the most out of the older players while developing 
the younger ones. If things go right, the Phillies should compete. If not, it’s time 
to start from the bottom.

Miami Marlins
2013: 62-100, fifth place. Manager: Mike Redmond (second 

season).
He’s Here: C Jarrod Saltalamacchia, 1B-OF Garrett Jones, 2B Ra-

fael Furcal, 3B Casey McGehee, INF-OF Jeff Baker, RHP Carter Capps, 
OF Brian Bogusevic. He’s Outta Here: 1B Logan Morrison, 3B Plac-
ido Polanco, OF Juan Pierre, OF Justin Ruggiano, RHP Ryan Webb, 
RHP Chad Qualls, INF-OF Chris Coghlan, OF-1B Austin Kearns.

Projected Lineup: 2B Rafael Furcal (missed entire season with elbow injury), 
LF Christian Yelich (.288, 4 HRs, 16 RBIs), RF Giancarlo Stanton (.249, 24, 62), 1B 
Garrett Jones (.233, 15, 51), C Jarrod Saltalamacchia (.273, 14, 65, 40 doubles with 
Boston), CF Marcell Ozuna (.265, 3, 32), 3B Casey McGehee (.292, 28, 93 in Japan), 
SS Adeiny Hechavarria (.227, 3, 42).

Rotation: RH Jose Fernandez (12-6, 2.19 ERA, 187 Ks in 172 2-3 IP, NL Rookie of 
Year), RH Nathan Eovaldi (4-6, 3.39), RH Henderson Alvarez (5-6, 3.59, no-hitter), 
RH Jacob Turner (3-8, 3.74), RH Tom Koehler (5-10, 4.41).

Outlook: The young rotation has abundant promise, led by the effervescent 
Fernandez, the hard-throwing Eovaldi and Alvarez. None is older than 24 and an-
other youngster, top prospect Andrew Heaney, could join the rotation at some 
point this season. Holdovers in the daily lineup are youngsters, too, including Stan-
ton, who will spend this season fending off questions about how much longer he 
expects to be in Miami. If the Marlins hit at all they’ll be better than last season and 
in a year or two they might contend if they sign Stanton to a long-term contract.

— The Associated Press

NL Central
St. Louis Cardinals

2013: 97-65, first place (lost World Series to Boston). Man-
ager: Mike Matheny (third season).

He’s Here: SS Jhonny Peralta, CF Peter Bourjos, INF Mark Ellis, 
OF Randall Grichuk, OF Oscar Taveras, RHP Jorge Rondon, assis-
tant batting coach David Bell. He’s Outta Here: OF Carlos Bel-
tran, 3B David Freese, RHP Edward Mujica, RHP Chris Carpenter, 
RHP Jake Westbrook, OF Adron Chambers, OF Brock Peterson, 

RHP Fernando Salas, RHP John Axford, INF Ryan Jackson.
Projected Lineup: 3B Matt Carpenter (.318, 11 HRs, 78 RBIs, .392 OBP; led 

MLB with 199 hits, 126 runs and 55 doubles), SS Jhonny Peralta (.303, 11, 55 in 107 
games with Tigers), LF Matt Holliday (.300, 22, 94, .389 OBP), RF Allen Craig (.315, 
13, 97, MLB-best .454 average with RISP), C Yadier Molina (.319, 12, 80), 1B Matt 
Adams (.284, 17, 51 in 108 games), 2B Kolten Wong (.153, 0, 0 in 59 ABs), CF Peter 
Bourgos (.274, 3, 12 in 175 ABs with Angels).

Rotation: RH Adam Wainwright (19-9, 2.94 ERA, 223 Ks, NL-high 241 2-3 IP), 
RH Michael Wacha (4-1, 2.78 in 15 games, 9 starts; NLCS MVP), RH Shelby Miller 
(15-9, 3.06 in 31 starts, led MLB rookies in wins), RH Lance Lynn (15-10, 3.97), RH 
Joe Kelly (10-5, 2.69 in 37 games, 15 starts).

Outlook: A team that’s been to the World Series twice in the last three years 
looks primed for another postseason run. St. Louis is deep enough to perhaps 
postpone the debut of Taveras, a top minor league prospect, and keep monitor-
ing the workload for all those young arms. Wainwright finished second in NL 
Cy Young Award balloting and Wacha missed a no-hitter by one out in his final 
regular-season start, then was sensational in the postseason. Jaime Garcia is a 
question mark coming off shoulder surgery but there’s an abundance of backup 
starting options. Peralta fills the biggest void, replacing the light-hitting combi-
nation of Pete Kozma and Daniel Descalso. Bourjos adds a much-needed base-
stealing threat and is considered among the top defenders in center field. After 
missing 2013 due to reconstructive elbow surgery, Jason Motte returns in the 
bullpen.

Pittsburgh Pirates
2013: 94-68, second place (beat Reds in wild-card game, lost 

to Cardinals in division series). Manager: Clint Hurdle (fourth 
season).

He’s Here: RHP Edinson Volquez, C Chris Stewart, OF Jaff 
Decker, RHP Vance Worley. He’s Outta Here: RHP A.J. Burnett, 
1B Garrett Jones, OF Marlon Byrd, C John Buck, C Mike McKenry, 
1B Justin Morneau.

Projected Lineup: LF Starling Marte (.280, 12 HRs, 35 RBIs, 41 SBs, 10 triples), 
C Russell Martin (.226, 15, 55), CF Andrew McCutchen (.317, 21, 84, 27 SBs, NL 
MVP), 3B Pedro Alvarez (.233, 36, 100), 1B Gaby Sanchez (.254, 7, 36), 2B Neil Walk-
er (.251, 16, 53), RF Travis Snider (.215, 5, 25), SS Jordy Mercer (.285, 8, 27).

Rotation: LH Francisco Liriano (16-8, 3.02 ERA, 163 Ks), RH Gerrit Cole (10-7, 
3.22, 1.168 WHIP), RH Charlie Morton (7-4, 3.26), LH Wandy Rodriguez (6-4, 3.59, 
missed last four months with left forearm tendinitis), RH Edinson Volquez (9-12, 
5.71 with Padres and Dodgers).

Outlook: After ending 21 years of misery, the Pirates didn’t exactly break the 
bank over the winter looking for an encore. They were never really serious con-
tenders to keep Burnett, and the big (or even medium) bats they needed at first 
and in the outfield signed elsewhere. Still, a major step back seems unlikely. Mc-
Cutchen is coming off an MVP season, Cole appears ready to replace Burnett as 
the fiery leader of the rotation, and the entire bullpen returns a year after being a 
major reason the Pirates were the surprise of the National League. Catching the 
Cardinals, however, will be difficult. A more likely scenario is Pittsburgh hanging 
around the fringe of the wild-card race and deciding in late August whether to 
gear up for a postseason run or prepare for 2014, when Polanco and pitching 
prospect Jameson Taillon are expected to be in the fold.

Cincinnati Reds
2013: 90-72, third place (lost wild-card game to Pirates). Man-

ager: Bryan Price (first season).
He’s Here: 2B-OF Skip Schumaker, C Brayan Pena. He’s Outta 

Here: Manager Dusty Baker, CF Shin-Soo Choo, RHP Bronson Ar-
royo, C Ryan Hanigan.

Projected Lineup: CF Billy Hamilton (.368, 0 HR, 1 RBI, 13 SBs 
in 14 attempts after September call-up), 2B Brandon Phillips (.261, 

18, career-high 103 RBIs), 1B Joey Votto (.305, 24, 73), RF Jay Bruce (.262, 30, ca-
reer-high 109 RBIs), LF Ryan Ludwick (.240, 2, 12 in 38 games after returning from 
shoulder surgery), 3B Todd Frazier (.234, 19, 73), SS Zack Cozart (.254, 12, 63), C 
Devin Mesoraco (.238, 9, 42).

Rotation: RH Johnny Cueto (5-2, 2.82 ERA, limited to 11 starts because of inju-
ries), RH Homer Bailey (11-12, 3.49, 32 starts, pitched second career no-hitter), RH 
Mike Leake (14-7, 3.37, 31 starts), LH Tony Cingrani (7-4, 2.92 in 18 starts, 5 relief 
appearances), RH Alfredo Simon (6-4, 2.87 in 63 relief appearances).

Outlook: The Reds return the core of a team that has made the playoffs in 
three of the last four seasons before losing in the first round. The offense will 
miss Choo, who was one of the majors’ best leadoff hitters last season. Ham-
ilton takes over at the top of the lineup, trying to get on base enough to use his 
unmatched speed. The 23-year-old outfielder played his first season at Triple-A 
last year and batted .256 with an on-base percentage of only .308. How he fares 
full-time in the majors will be a major focus. Ludwick is back after missing most 
of last season with a shoulder injury sustained on opening day. He lacked power 
after he returned, but got healthy and strong in the offseason and should provide 
the Reds with much-needed power from a right-handed hitter. All the injuries to 
pitchers during spring training — Bailey also was limited by a groin strain — give 
the Reds a big concern as the season opens.

Milwaukee Brewers
2013: 74-88, fourth place. Manager: Ron Roenicke (fourth 

season).
He’s Here: RHP Matt Garza, RHP Francisco Rodriguez, 1B Lyle 

Overbay, 3B-1B Mark Reynolds, LHP Zach Duke, LHP Will Smith. 
He’s Outta Here: 1B-OF Corey Hart, OF Norichika Aoki, RHP 
Chris Narveson, INF Yuniesky Betancourt, RHP Burke Badenhop, 
1B Mat Gamel.

Projected Lineup: CF Carlos Gomez (.284, 24 HRs, 73 RBIs, 40 SBs, 10 triples), 
SS Jean Segura (.294, 12, 49, 44 SBs, 10 triples), RF Ryan Braun (.298, 9, 38 in 61 
games), 3B Aramis Ramirez (.283, 12, 49 in 92 games), C Jonathan Lucroy (.280, 18, 
82), LF Khris Davis (.279, 11, 27 in 56 games), 1B Mark Reynolds (.220, 21, 67 with 
Indians and Yankees) or Lyle Overbay (.240, 14, 59 with Yankees), 2B Rickie Weeks 
(.209, 10, 24) or Scooter Gennett (.324, 6, 21 in 69 games).

Rotation: RH Yovani Gallardo (12-10, 3.93 ERA, 144 Ks), RH Matt Garza (10-6, 
3.82, 136 Ks with Cubs and Rangers), RH Kyle Lohse (11-10, 3.35, 125 Ks), RH Wily 
Peralta (11-15, 4.37, 129 Ks), RH Marco Estrada (7-4, 3.87, 118 Ks in 128 IP).

Outlook: After the Brewers endured an injury-marred 2013 season, staying 
healthy was a primary concern for general manager Doug Melvin. That occurred 
for the most part this spring, save for Rodriguez’s unfortunate run-in with a cac-
tus and Ramirez’s recovery from offseason surgery to remove a non-cancerous 
polyp. After a breakout season in 2013, Gomez and his speed-power combo make 
him an intriguing leadoff hitter, though he also struck out 140 times. The lineup 
is lengthened with the return of Braun and Ramirez, back from injury, to join new 
mainstays Segura, Gomez and Lucroy. Braun and Roenicke have also said the 
outfielder is prepared for the reaction he might get on the road from fans over his 
doping suspension. Similarly, Garza’s signing added depth and a veteran pres-
ence to the rotation, but Gallardo was having the best spring of the starting five 
as of mid-March. He’ll draw the opening day assignment. The biggest storyline 
this spring? The stray dog taken in by the team and named “Hank” after Hall of 
Famer Hank Aaron, who started and ended his career in Milwaukee. Adopted by 
a team executive, Hank has turned into a hit with fans.

Chicago Cubs
2013: 66-96, fifth place. Manager: Rick Renteria (first 

season).
He’s Here: RHP Jose Veras, LHP Wesley Wright, C George 

Kottaras, OF Justin Ruggiano. He’s Outta Here:: Manager Dale 
Sveum, LF Brian Bogusevic, RHP Marcos Mateo.

Projected Lineup: SS Starlin Castro (.245, 10 HRs, 44 RBIs), CF 
Justin Ruggiano (.222, 18, 50 with Miami), 1B Anthony Rizzo (.233, 

23, 80), RF Nate Schierholtz (.251, 21, 68), LF Junior Lake (.284, 6, 16), 3B Mike Olt 
(.201, 15, 42 with Texas’ Double-A Frisco and Round Rock, Cubs’ Triple-A Iowa) or 
Luis Valbuena (.218, 12, 37) or Donnie Murphy (.255, 11, 23), C Welington Castillo 
(.274, 8, 32), 2B Darwin Barney (.208, 7, 41).

Rotation: RH Jeff Samardzija (8-13, 4.34 ERA, 214 Ks), LH Travis Wood (9-12, 
3.11), RH Edwin Jackson (8-18, 4.98), RH Jason Hammel (7-8, 4.97 with Baltimore), 
LH Chris Rusin (2-6, 3.93) or RH Jake Arrieta (5-4, 4.78 with Orioles and Cubs) or RH 
James McDonald (2-2, 5.76 with Pittsburgh) or RH Carlos Villanueva (7-8, 4.06).

Outlook: The Cubs are set to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Wrigley Field. 
That might be the only thing they celebrate this year. Actually, if Castro and Rizzo 
progress and top prospects such as Javier Baez, Jorge Soler, Albert Almora and 
Kris Bryant progress, the Cubs will take that. Contending, however, still appears 
to be a long way off. For now, they continue to sell hope — that the young players 
will develop and that Wrigley Field will be renovated, generating revenue for the 
team. That project remains on hold for the time being because the Cubs want as-
surances that the neighboring rooftop owners won’t sue over obstructed views.

— The Associated Press

NL West
Los Angeles Dodgers

2013: 92-70, first place (lost to Cardinals in NLCS). Manager:
Don Mattingly (fourth season).

He’s Here: RHP Dan Haren, RHP Chris Perez, 2B Alex Guerrero,
RHP Jamey Wright, RHP Seth Rosin, INF Chone Figgins, LHP Paul
Maholm. He’s Outta Here: 2B Mark Ellis, 2B-OF Skip Schumaker,
INF Nick Punto, RHP Edinson Volquez, RHP Ricky Nolasco, RHP
Ronald Belisario, 3B Jerry Hairston Jr., INF Michael Young, LHP 

Chris Capuano, RHP Carlos Marmol.
Projected Lineup: RF Yasiel Puig (.319, 19 HRs, 42 RBIs), LF Carl Crawford 

(.283, 6, 31), SS Hanley Ramirez (.345, 20, 57), 1B Adrian Gonzalez (.293, 22, 100),
CF Andre Ethier (.272, 12, 52), 3B Juan Uribe (.278, 12, 50), C A.J. Ellis (.238, 10, 52),
2B Dee Gordon (.234, 1, 6).

Rotation: LH Clayton Kershaw (16-9, 1.83 ERA, 232 Ks, won 2nd Cy Young 
Award), RH Zack Greinke (15-4, 2.63, 148 Ks), LH Hyun-Jin Ryu (14-8, 3.00, 154 Ks),
RH Dan Haren (10-14, 4.67, 151 Ks with Washington), LH Paul Maholm (10-11, 4.41,
105 Ks with Atlanta).

Outlook: Kershaw, coming off his second Cy Young Award at age 25, anchors 
one of the deepest rotations in baseball. He received a $215 million, seven-year 
contract during the offseason, making him baseball’s richest pitcher. The Dodg-
ers bolstered the rotation with the addition of Haren, who got a $10 million,
one-year deal. Beckett and RHP Chad Billingsley are trying to bounce back from
surgeries. Puig, who struggled offensively in spring training, tries to follow up his
stellar rookie season while facing questions about his maturity after an offsea-
son arrest for speeding. Mattingly starts the season with a new three-year deal,
shedding the lame-duck status that dogged him last year.

Arizona Diamondbacks
2013: 81-81, second place. Manager: Kirk Gibson (fourth

season).
He’s Here: OF Mark Trumbo, RHP Bronson Arroyo, RHP Addi-

son Reed, LHP Oliver Perez. He’s Outta Here: OF Adam Eaton, SS 
Willie Bloomquist, LHP Tyler Skaggs, RHP Heath Bell, C Wil Nieves,
3B Matt Davidson.

Projected Lineup:CF A.J. Pollock (.269, 8 HRs, 38 RBIs, 28 
doubles, 8 triples), 2B Aaron Hill (.291, 11, 41), 1B Paul Goldschmidt (.302, 36, 125, 
36 doubles, runner-up for NL MVP), 3B Martin Prado (.282, 14, 82, 36 doubles), LF 
Mark Trumbo (.234, 34, 100, 30 doubles, 184 Ks with Angels), C Miguel Montero
(.230, 11, 42), RF Gerardo Parra (.268, 10, 48, 43 doubles), SS Didi Gregorius (.252,
7, 28) or Chris Owings (.330, 12, 81 for Triple-A Reno).

Rotation: LH Wade Miley (10-10, 3.55 ERA), RH Trevor Cahill (8-10, 3.99), RH
Brandon McCarthy (5-11, 4.53), RH Bronson Arroyo (14-12, 3.79 with Cincinnati),
RH Randall Delgado (5-7, 4.26) or RH Archie Bradley (12-5, 1.97, 119 Ks for Double-
A Mobile).

Outlook: The top offseason priority for GM Kevin Towers was adding some
power to help Goldschmidt, and he did that in acquiring Trumbo, the big-hitting
but strikeout-prone player who will be the everyday left fielder. Priority No. 2 was
a veteran starter, and that was accomplished by signing Arroyo. Much depends
on team health. Injuries to Hill, Montero and OF Cody Ross helped derail last sea-
son. Now things are off to a bad start this year with Corbin. If Bradley can be the
pitcher everybody thinks he can be, and do it in a hurry, or if the Diamondbacks
can land another solid starter, they could be in the wild-card race and be there to
take advantage should their hated foes the Dodgers falter.

San Diego Padres
2013: 76-86, tied for third place. Manager: Bud Black (eighth 

season).
He’s Here: RHP Josh Johnson, RHP Joaquin Benoit, LHP Alex

Torres, OF Seth Smith, SS Ryan Jackson. He’s Outta Here: RHP
Luke Gregerson, INF Logan Forsythe, INF-OF Jesus Guzman, OF
Mark Kotsay.

Projected Lineup: SS Everth Cabrera (.283, 4 HRs, 31 RBIs, 37 
SBs in 95 games), CF Will Venable (.268, 22, 53), 3B Chase Headley (.250, 13, 50), LF
Carlos Quentin (.275, 13, 44 in 82 games), 2B Jedd Gyorko (.249, 23, 63), 1B Yonder 
Alonso (.281, 6, 45), RF Seth Smith (.253, 8, 40 with Oakland) or Chris Denorfia
(.279, 10, 47), C Yasmani Grandal (.216, 1, 9) or Nick Hundley (.233, 13, 44).

Rotation: RH Andrew Cashner (10-9, 3.09 ERA), RH Tyson Ross (3-8, 3.17), RH
Josh Johnson (2-8, 6.20 with Toronto), RH Ian Kennedy (7-10, 4.91 with Arizona and 
San Diego), LH Eric Stults (11-13, 3.93).

Outlook: While some people think San Diego will contend for a wild-card spot
this season, the burden of proof is squarely on the Padres after seasons that
featured 91, 86 and 86 losses. They added more players than usual in the offsea-
son and are increasing payroll for the lineup. Then again, local and TV money is
increasing this season. The reason for the optimism is the pitching staff, which
is led by Cashner and was bolstered by the addition of Johnson. The Padres had
hoped they were getting a healthy Johnson, but he is expected to be out four to
five weeks after straining his right forearm late in spring training. Johnson was
an All-Star with the Marlins in 2009 and 2010, and led the NL with a 2.30 ERA in
2010. But he struggled last season with Toronto and had bone spurs removed
from his right elbow. The Padres also signed Benoit, who had been Detroit’s 
closer. The Padres will be relying on five players that are coming off surgeries:
Johnson, Quentin (knee), Headley (knee), center fielder Cameron Maybin (wrist)
and Grandal (knee). The Padres already had a setback when it was announced
that left-hander Cory Luebke needs a second reconstructive elbow surgery and
will miss the 2014 season. He missed all of last season while rehabbing after hav-
ing his first surgery in May 2012. The team expects young pitchers Joe Wieland 
and Casey Kelly to return at some point from reconstructive elbow surgeries.
However, Wieland will have arthroscopic surgery to relieve irritation in the back
of his elbow, pushing back his return. Black thinks Wieland can return before the 
All-Star break.

San Francisco Giants
2013: 76-86, tied for third place. Manager: Bruce Bochy 

(eighth season).
He’s Here: RHP Tim Hudson, OF Michael Morse, RHP David

Huff. He’s Outta Here: LHP Barry Zito, OF Andres Torres, RHP
Chad Gaudin, LHP Jose Mijares, OF Brett Pill, RHP Guillermo Mos-
coso, RHP Sandy Rosario.

Projected Lineup: CF Angel Pagan (.282, 5 HRs, 30 RBIs), 2B
Marco Scutaro (.297, 2, 31), 3B Pablo Sandoval (.278, 14, 79), C Buster Posey (.294, 
15, 72, 34 doubles), RF Hunter Pence (.283, 27, 99, 35 doubles, 22 SBs), 1B Brandon 
Belt (.289, 17, 67, 39 doubles), LF Michael Morse (.215, 13, 27 with Baltimore and
Seattle), SS Brandon Crawford (.248, 9, 43).

Rotation: LH Madison Bumgarner (13-9, 2.77 ERA), RH Matt Cain (8-10, 4.00),
RH Tim Hudson (8-7, 3.97 with Atlanta), RH Tim Lincecum (10-14, 4.37), RH Ryan
Vogelsong (4-6, 5.73).

Outlook: The Giants narrowly avoided becoming the second team to go from 
a World Series title to last place, beating out Colorado by two games last season. 
Despite the disappointing result, GM Brian Sabean made few big moves in the 
offseason after re-signing Lincecum and Pence in the hope that his own players 
can rebound to their championship level. Having a healthy Pagan at the top of the 
lineup will be a big help. San Francisco was tied for first place when Pagan went
down with a serious hamstring injury in late May and then went 49-64 the rest
of the way. Along with a healthy Pagan, the Giants are hoping weight loss and
a contract year provide a needed spark for Sandoval, and Morse adds needed 
power to left field after San Francisco got a major league-low five home runs 
from that position last season.

Colorado Rockies
2013: 74-88, fifth place. Manager: Walt Weiss (second

season).
He’s Here: LHP Brett Anderson, RHP LaTroy Hawkins, LHP

Boone Logan, LHP Franklin Morales, RHP Jordan Lyles, OF Bran-
don Barnes, 1B Justin Morneau, OF Drew Stubbs.

He’s Outta Here: 1B Todd Helton, INF Jonathan Herrera, OF
Dexter Fowler, LHP Josh Outman, LHP Jeff Francis, RHP Rafael Be-

tancourt, RHP Roy Oswalt, C Yorvit Torrealba, LHP Drew Pomeranz.
Projected Lineup: CF Drew Stubbs (.233, 10 HRs, 45 RBIs, 17 SBs with Cleve-

land) or Corey Dickerson (.263, 5, 17) or Brandon Barnes (.240, 8, 41 with Hous-
ton), RF Michael Cuddyer (.331, 20, 84, 31 doubles), LF Carlos Gonzalez (.302, 26, 
70, 21 SBs), SS Troy Tulowitzki (.312, 25, 82), 1B Justin Morneau (.259, 17, 77 with 
Twins and Pirates), C Wilin Rosario (.292, 21, 79), 3B Nolan Arenado (.267, 10, 52),
2B D.J. LeMahieu (.280, 2, 28).

Rotation: LH Jorge De La Rosa (16-6, 3.49 ERA, 112 Ks), RH Jhoulys Chacin (14-
10, 3.47, team-high 126 Ks), LH Brett Anderson (1-4, 6.04 in 44 2-3 IP with Oakland),
RH Tyler Chatwood (8-5, 3.15, 66 Ks), RH Juan Nicasio (9-9, 5.14, 119 Ks).

Outlook: The Rockies will miss the clubhouse leadership of Helton, who hung 
up his spikes after 17 seasons in the Mile High City. His replacement at first, Mor-
neau, isn’t trying to be Helton — “irreplaceable,” Morneau said of Helton when
Helton retired earlier this year — but merely fit in. Like Helton, Morneau has quite 
a knack for making his fielders look good by scooping anything in the area. The 
Rockies shored up their bullpen, which was an area of concern after last season
when they posted an NL-worst 4.23 ERA. The biggest key to Colorado’s season is
the health of Tulowitzki, who has played in 438 of a possible 648 games over the
past four seasons because of an assortment of ailments that included a broken
wrist, groin injury and broken rib.

— The Associated Press
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BY RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

Some relievers thrive when 
they move into the huge ninth-
inning spotlight and some fizzle. 
And others turn into one-year 
wonders.

They can be a Jimmy Fallon, 
earning raves, a Conan O’Brien 
deflecting razzes, or one of those 
single-season phenoms that’s in-
creasingly common, a bullpen 
Halley’s Comet that gets all the 
attention one summer and disap-
pears the next.

After a half-decade as Mariano 
Rivera’s understudy in the New 
York Yankees’ bullpen, David 
Robertson feels ready for his 
move to the big time.

“I’m hoping it’s more fun,” 
Robertson says. “You get to high-
five with everybody at the end of 
the game instead of just running 
in the dugout and going, ‘OK, 
Mo’s coming in. I’m going to go 
get undressed and get ready to 
high-five him when he comes in 
the clubhouse.’ ”

Top closers are baseball’s rock 
stars — tied to their entrance 
music and their oversized perso-
na, whether of chaos or cool. It’s 
hard to think of Rivera without 
Metallica’s “Enter Sandman” or 
Trevor Hoffman divested of AC/
DC’s “Hells Bells.”

But for every success there are 
multiple failures, especially these 
days when the managers and 
front-office executives feel in-
tense pressure for their teams to 
produce right from the season’s 
start and every single night.

Hence, the reliever who goes 
from obscurity to supremacy and 
back.

“In the case of relievers, if 
you check the history it’s kind of 
a natural wave of things,” Balti-
more Orioles pitching coach Dave 
Wallace says. “A lot of guys have 
a real good year, or maybe two 
good years, and then they maybe 
hit a bump in the road for a year 
or two. That’s what makes Trevor 
Hoffman, Mariano, those type of 
guys special because they’ve done 
it over a long period of time.”

From 1969, when the save first 
became a statistic, until 2003 
there was not a single occurrence 

of a pitcher who had exactly one 
30-save season and no other, ac-
cording to STATS.

Shawn Chacon became the 
first. An All-Star starter for Colo-
rado in 2003, he was converted to 
closer the following year and had 
35 saves — but also blew nine and 
became the first player in major 
league history with 30 saves and 
an ERA over 7.00.

Restored to the rotation for 
2005, he struggled and was dealt 
to the Yankees. Chacon started 
for most of the remainder of his 
career, which ended in 2008, and 
got just one more save.

Toronto’s Miguel Batista (2005) 
was the next with a one-time-
only 30-save season, followed by 
Texas’ Akinori Otsuka (2006) 
and Toronto’s Jeremy Accardo 
(2007).

In the last three years, seven 
pitchers have reached 30 saves 
for the first time and it remains 
to be seen whether they will do 
it again: Sergio Santos (2011), 
Drew Storen (2011), Jordan 
Walden (2011), Tyler Clippard 
(2012), Jason Motte (2012), Jason 
Grilli (2013) and Edward Mujica 
(2013).

“Some guys are built for it and 
some guys aren’t,” Miami Mar-
lins manager Mike Redmond 
says. “If you can throw strikes 
and get guys out and save games 
you are going to have that job for-
ever, but as soon as you don’t they 
find somebody else who does, 
right? It’s just the nature of the 
beast.”

Koji Uehara had 13 saves 
for Baltimore in 2011, 
then had one save in 
each of the following 
two seasons. After open-
ing last season in a setup 
role for the Red Sox, he 
got the big job when 
Joel Hanrahan tore 
an elbow ligament 
and Andrew Bailey 
struggled and need-
ed shoulder surgery. 
By October, the 34-
year-old Uehara 
was dominant, 
striking out St. 
Louis’ Matt 
Carpenter to 
finish Boston’s 
first World Se-
ries clincher at 
home since Babe 
Ruth’s team back in 
1918.

Tampa Bay manager Joe Mad-
don likened Uehara to Fernando 
Rodney, who saved 37 games for 
Detroit in 2009, served mostly as 
a setup man during two seasons 
with the Los Angeles Angels, 
then emerged as a top closer for 
the Rays before signing with Se-
attle. Rodney succeeded when he 
commanded his changeup and 
Uehara excelled when he mas-
tered his splitter.

Rivera became baseball’s 
greatest closer because of his cut-
ter, which shattered bats of hun-
dreds of left-handed hitters

“I have to believe the 
common thread is a great 
other pitch, which more 
than likely is going 
to be a changeup or 
a split,” Maddon 
says. “The way that 
Rivera did it consis-
tently for so many 
years, it seems it’s 
difficult today to 
get relief pitchers 
to be consistent for 
that many consec-
utive years.”

Rodney’s chan-
geup fell into place 
because of a change in 
his mechanics.

“A pitcher always lifts 
his foot. So I stayed in 
my slide step and got the 
same velocity, everything 
the same,” he says. 
“I pitched really 
well in the 
Dominican 
Winter 
League 
and I 
came to 
spring 
train-
ing 
con-

tinuing to work. 
And I got a lot 

of positive 
results.”

With 
Rive-

ra’s 
re-
tire-

ment, 
39-year-
old Joe 
Nathan be-
comes the 

active saves 
leader with 

341. He’s 
preparing 

for his first season with the Ti-
gers, a “Guys and Dolls” pairing
of Nathan-Detroit.

Robertson, who turns 29 next
month, has all of eight career
saves to his credit. When Derek
Jeter retires at the end of the sea-
son, Robertson will become the 
longest-tenured Yankees player 
if he remains with New York,
by one day over outfielder Brett 
Gardner.

Friends have texted him con-
gratulations on taking over Rive-
ra’s role. He keeps saying it’s no 
big deal, that he’s approaching
the ninth in the same manner he
pitches the eighth.

“You blow a game, well, you’re
going to hear about it. No one 
wants to lose games,” he says. 

“Believe me, I’ve done it in the
eighth inning. I’ve lost games,

a bunch of games. It’s a little
more pressure on you in the 

ninth, but I still think it’s 
still a job. You’re trying

to do the same thing. 
You’re trying to

get three outs as
quickly as possi-
ble. You want to
minimize dam-
age and make 
quality pitches 
and finish the
game. End it.” 

Boston Red Sox 
closer Koji Uehara

STEVEN SENNE/AP

CHRIS LEE, ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH/MCT

Pirates closer Jason Grilli had 
33 saves in 2013.

KATHY WILLENS/AP

Yankees reliever David Robertson takes over for the greatest closer 
in baseball history with Mariano Rivera’s retirement.

Closing time
Relievers go from osbcurity to supremacy and back

In the last 
three years,
seven pitchers 
have reached 30 
saves for the first 
time.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

Did you know
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BY JOHN MARSHALL

The Associated Press

Just when you think the first weekend of the 
NCAA tournament couldn’t possibly top itself, 
it happened again.

Last year’s ride was a wild one, filled with 
massive upsets that blew up brackets and 
spectacular performances that made it one 
of the most entertaining starts in tournament 
history.

This year’s version was even better, the best 
weekend on the sports calendar starting with 
most of the brackets blown out on the first 
game of the first full day and including a four-
point play to send a game to overtime.

Now that we’ve had time to catch our breath, 
it’s time to hold on tight again with the region-
al rounds up next.

Here’s some of what to keep an eye on:

The upstarts

Dayton. Archie Miller has the Flyers fly-
ing high, just like big brother Sean’s Arizona 
Wildcats.

Tennessee. Vols aren’t exactly a mid-major, 
but they are a bit of a surprise to get this deep 
after having to sweat out Selection Sunday.

Stanford. See above.
San Diego State. Aztecs appear to be on the 

verge of a huge breakthrough.
Kentucky. We know, the team with the 

second-most national titles in history is no 
upstart, but Coach Cal and his latest crop of 
NBAers-in-waiting had to claw their way into 
the bracket after some shaky moments during 
the regular season.

The big boys

Florida. Gators were the No. 1 overall seed 
and did nothing to diminish that.

Arizona. That defensive performance 
against Gonzaga has to be causing some 
sweaty palms among the other 15 teams still 
left.

Michigan State. Izzo and the Spartans 
Storm the Sweet 16, Part XII.

Louisville. Defending national champs on 
another roll.

Virginia. Cavaliers have proven the ACC 
sweep and No. 1 seeding were deserved.

The players

Nick Johnson, Arizona. Great two-way 
player and leader who’s already pulling down 
All-America honors.

Russ Smith, Louisville. Like Johnson, he’s 
a finalist for the Naismith Award.

DeAndre Kane, Iowa State. Kane has been 
the king through the first two rounds of the 
bracket.

Kyle Anderson, UCLA. A 6-foot-9 point 
guard who can rebound, score and facilitate.

Shabazz Napier, UConn. A shorter version 
of Anderson from the East.

Nik Stauskas, Michigan. Best pure shooter 
left in the bracket.

Numbers

� .850 — Baylor’s postseason winning per-
centage (17-3) over the past six seasons, best 
in Division I among schools with multiple 
NCAA tournaments in that span.

� 5.0 — Assist-to-turnover ratio of Iowa 
State’s Monte Morris, leading the nation.
� 7-0 — The SEC’s record in the NCAA tour-

nament so far, best among all conferences.
� 8 — Turnovers per game by Wisconsin, 

best in the nation.
� 14 — Years since Iowa State had reached

the Sweet 16.
� 16 — Wins without a loss for Rick Pitino

in the regional semifinals.
� 19 — Years since Virginia last reached

the Sweet 16.
� 28 — Games of Florida’s winning streak.

Did you nnow?

� Arizona’s Nick Johnson is the nephew of 
Hall of Famer Dennis Johnson.
� Iowa State center Isaiah Austin is the

nephew of Isaac Austin, who played for seven 
NBA teams over nine seasons and was the 
NBA’s 1997 most improved player.
� Louisville guard Terry Rozier is afraid of 

squirrels.
� Kyle Anderson’s grandfather, Clifton An-

derson, had a two-year NFL career with the
Chicago Cardinals in 1952 and the New York 
Giants in 1953.
� Iowa State forward Dustin Hogue’s 

brother, Douglas Hogue Jr., played lineback-
er for the NFL’s Detroit Lions and Carolina
Panthers.
� Florida’s Alex Murphy is the son of Jay 

Murphy, who played four NBA seasons with
the Los Angeles Clippers and Washington 
Bullets from 1984-88.

What to watch for in the regionals
NCAA TOURNAMENT

No. 2 Michigan (27-8)
vs. No. 11 Tennessee (24-12)

AFN-Sports
Midnight Friday CET
8 a.m. Saturday JKT

No. 3 Iowa State (28-7)
vs. No. 7 Connecticut (28-8)

AFN-Xtra
12:15 a.m. Saturday CET
8:15 a.m. Saturday JKT

No. 4 Louisville (31-5)
vs. No. 8 Kentucky (26-10)

AFN-Sports
2:30 a.m. Saturday CET
10:30 a.m. Saturday JKT

Games on AFN

No. 1 Virginia (30-6)
vs. No. 4 Michigan State (28-8)

AFN-Xtra
2:45 a.m. Saturday CET
10:45 a.m. Saturday JKT

Regional final
Teams TBD
AFN-Sports

11 p.m. Saturday CET
7 a.m. Sunday JKT

Regional final
Teams TBD
AFN-Sports

8 p.m. Sunday CET
3 a.m. Monday JKT

Regional final
Teams TBD
AFN-Sports

1:30 a.m. Sunday CET
9:30  a.m. Surday JKT

Regional final
Teams TBD
AFN-Sports

10:30 p.m. Sunday CET
5:30 a.m. Monday JKT
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The Associated Press

Mike Scioscia moved his left fielder onto the infield dirt, then watched 
him start a double play. Matt Williams tried a similar trick — he put 
his right fielder on the grass behind the mound, only to see a bases-
loaded triple fly into the vacated spot.

All over the majors this year, the shift is on.
From the designer defenses taking over 

the game, to expanded replay, to opening day 
on a cricket ground in Australia, baseball is 
changing.

Those scraggly beards of the World Series 
champion Boston Red Sox? Shaved off, mostly. 
Soon Derek Jeter will be gone, too.

“You can’t do this forever,” the Yankees 
captain said. “I’d like to, but you can’t do it 
forever.”

Ryan Braun and the Biogenesis bunch are 
back in, reckless crashing into catchers is an au-
tomatic out. Robinson Cano, Shin-Soo Choo and 
Japanese ace Masahiro Tanaka changed sides, 
as did Jacoby Ellsbury, Prince Fielder and Cur-

tis Granderson.
Plus, there’s a rookie with real pedigree — sweet Hank the Dog got a 

second chance. He found a home in Milwaukee; no telling if he’ll later 
visit Petco Park.

This spring has been much rougher for others.
SEE SHIFT ON PAGE 57

SPORTS
MLB

Did you know

Defensive shifts were 
used in 8,134 instances 
in the majors last 

season, a 
marked 
increase 
from 
the 4,577 
shifts used 
in the 2012 

season, and vastly 
more than the 2,358 put 

on in 2011.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

AP

From designer defenses to 
instant replay, baseball is 

undergoing transformation

Major shift

‘ It’s not as 
much fun as 

it used to be. 
Everybody’s 

using it. ’
Joe Maddon

Rays manager, on the 
increased use of de-
fensive shifts in MLB

Tampa Bay Rays 
manager Joe 
Maddon is a 
shifting maven, 
having employed 
four-man outfields 
and routinely 
putting three 
players on one 
side of the dirt at 
different depths. 
The strategies 
Maddon has 
employed for 
years are now 
finding wider 
acceptance 
among MLB 
managers.

Chris O’Meara/AP

Moving on
IndyCar champion Dixon adjusting to life 
without teammate Franchitti  Page 54

Busy weekend for Europe baseball, softball  Page 55


