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WASHINGTON — Capitol Hill lawmak-
ers signed off Monday night on a detailed 
$17 billion compromise to overhaul the 
troubled Department of Veterans Affairs.

The plan cracks down on employee 
wrongdoing but also directs billions into 
growing and studying the department 

after a nationwide scandal over long wait 
times and falsified records. 

A conference committee of House and 
Senate leaders on veteran issues agreed 
to the deal, but its future is far from cer-
tain. The far-reaching legislation must 
pass both chambers, and lawmakers were 
working against the clock Tuesday to or-
chestrate floor votes before a monthlong 
recess that begins Friday. 

Here’s a look at  what exactly is in the re-
form bill .

Outside care: The vast majority of new 
spending would go into expanding access 

to private care for veterans who are having
difficulty getting VA treatment.
� A $10 billion Veterans Choice Fund 

would be created in the U.S. Treasury. The 
money could be tapped to fund private treat-
ment when beneficiaries cannot get a VA
health care appointment within two weeks or
live more than 40 miles from a VA facility.

SEE BILL ON PAGE 2

$17B VA reform bill aims to improve care, hold staff accountable
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Smoke and fire rise from an explosion  during an Israeli airstrike  on Gaza City  . Israel escalated its military campaign against Hamas on Tuesday, striking symbols of the group’s 
control  and firing tank shells that shut down the strip’s only power plant in the heaviest bombardment so far in the  3-week-old clashes.  
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GAZA
� Shelling cripples 

strip’s sole power plant
� Congress scrambles 

to seal Israel aid package
Page 10
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� A pilot program providing ac-
cess to outside care in five of the 
23 VA service networks would be 
extended for two years.

Staff and medical facilities: 
The compromise puts $7 billion 
into hiring and leasing to expand 
capacity in the VA system.

� $5 billion would go toward 
new primary care and specialty 
care physicians as well as doc-
tors, nurses, social workers and 
mental health professionals.

� $2 billion would be used to 
lease new major medical facili-
ties in New Mexico, New Jersey, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Hawaii, 
Kansas, Louisiana, California, 
Puerto Rico, Connecticut, Mas-
sachusetts, Missouri, Illinois, Ne-
braska, Arizona and Oklahoma.

� Each year, VA would report 
the five job positions with the 
largest staffing shortages and 
work to fill them.

� Graduate medical education 
residency positions at medical 
facilities would increase by up to 
1,500.

� A medical scholarship pro-
gram requiring service in the 
department would be extended 
for five years, and limits on a fed-
eral debt reduction program for 
graduates who go to work for the 
VA would be increased.

� Mobile VA medical centers 
that provide vets tele-medicine 
would be standardized with set 
goals and schedules to improve 
access.

Staff wrongdoing:  Lawmak-
ers in both chambers supported 
measures cracking down on staff 
behind falsified data on patient 
wait times. 

� Senior executives could be 
fired at will by the secretary and 
would have only seven days to ap-
peal. The Merit Systems Protec-
tion Board would then refer the 
case to an administrative judge 

who would be required to make 
a decision on the appeal within 
three weeks. If no decision is 
reached, the secretary’s decision 
stands.

� Any VA employee who falsi-
fies medical appointment schedul-
ing data or directs others to falsify 
data faces civil penalties, unpaid 
suspensions or termination.

� In-person training on how 
to schedule veterans for appoint-
ments would be required for em-
ployees at medical facilities.

� Patient wait times could no 
longer be factors in employee 
awards and bonuses, though the 
VA abandoned the practice ear-
lier this year. 

Identifying problems: The VA 
is the largest integrated health 
care system in the United States, 
and many have struggled to un-
derstand the scope and nature of 
its dysfunction. The compromise 
calls for new looks at how the de-
partment functions.

� The VA would contract for a 
private independent assessment 
of its health care system and 
management, which would focus 
on the needs of veterans and 
workloads of its staff. 

� A commission would exam-
ine how best to organize the VA 
health care system, locate health 
care resources and deliver health 
care to veterans over the next two 
decades.

� A technology task force would 
review the VA’s computerized 
scheduling system and its soft-
ware. The VA must implement 
any recommended upgrades 
within a year.

Sex assault: The military has 
struggled with how to handle and 
treat sexual assault. Lawmakers 
want to more VA assistance in 
overcoming has been called an 
epidemic.

� VA counseling would be ex-
panded to include active-duty and 

reserve troops 
� A report would be done com-

paring the treatment and servic-
es available to male veterans who 
experienced sexual trauma in the 
military with those available to 
female veterans. 

Cuts: The compromise this 
week would mean a big increase 
in emergency spending that 
would normally require cuts else-
where. To placate budget hawks, 
lawmakers said the compromise 
includes $5 billion in “offsets” 
— spending cuts from the VA 
budget.

� VA would be barred from 
handing out more than $360 mil-
lion in employee awards or bo-
nuses in any given fiscal year.

� Veterans would be denied
money under the Montgomery
GI Bill All-Volunteer Force Edu-
cational Assistance Program 
and Post-9/11 Educational Assis-
tance programs if they are being
charged higher tuition than in-
state students pay.

� A cap on VA pensions for vet-
erans who get Medicaid coverage
for nursing facilities would be ex-
tended for a decade.

� Collection of fees on Veter-
ans Housing Benefit Program 
Fund loans would be extended for
a decade. 

tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten
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“This is something that 
the research-based 

pharmaceutical industry 
reaches for all the time: a 

cure. But when they achieve 
one, can we afford it?”

— Michael Kleinrock, director of the 
IMS Institute, on a Hepatitis C drug 

that costs $1,000 per pill

See story on Page 7
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 An  article in the July 27 edition incorrectly described the pro-
cess by which the Marine Corps notified the families of Lance 
Cpl. Gregory Buckley Jr. and two other Marines about the trial 
and conviction of the Marines’ killer in Afghanistan. A Marine 
lawyer in Afghanistan did not notify the families of the trial’s 
completion by email; she asked Marine casualty-assistance per-
sonnel to deliver the news in person, but family members heard 
it from other sources first. 

Correction

Faith

Christians 
in China try 

to protect 
the cross

Stars and Stripes 

 WASHINGTON  — A body 
appearing to be that of an Af-
rican teen was found Sunday in 
the landing gear bay of an Air 
Force C-130J assigned to the 
86th Airlift Wing at Ramstein 
Air Base in Germany, a Penta-
gon spokesman said Tuesday.

The boy, described as an ado-
lescent black male, was hidden 
in a spot above the rear landing 
gear where routine pre- and 
post-flight inspections would 
not have found him, Pentagon 
press secretary Rear Adm. 
John Kirby said.

A defense official speaking 
anonymously told NBC News 
that the boy is believed to have 
entered the plane in Mali. 
 Kirby  said he could not con-

firm that report.
“The aircraft had just re-

turned from supporting Africa 
Command operations with stops 
in a few countries,” he said. “At 
this point it is unknown where 
or when the deceased entered 
the landing gear wheel well.”

American and German 
emergency responders re-
moved the body and trans-
ported it to a German facility 
for autopsy. The boy’s body was 
free of communicable diseases, 
Kirby said. The cause of death 
remains under investigation.

The investigation will include 
a look at security measures on 
the ground wherever the boy 
entered the cargo aircraft, 
Kirby said. 

Body found in C-130 at Ramstein

Bill: Hiring, leasing should increase capacity

Jury awards Ventura 
$1.8M in suit over book

ST. PAUL, Minn. — A jury has 
awarded former Minnesota Gov. 
Jesse Ventura $1.8 million in 
his lawsuit against the estate of 
“American Sniper” author Chris 
Kyle.

The federal jury in St. Paul 
found Tuesday that the 2012 best-
selling book libeled Ventura in 
describing a bar fight in Califor-
nia in 2006. Kyle wrote that he 
decked a man later identified as 
Ventura after the man allegedly 

said the Navy SEALs “deserve to
lose a few.”

Ventura, a former governor
and professional wrestler, testi-
fied the incident never happened. 
Kyle insisted in testimony vid-
eotaped before he was slain last
year that it did.

Both sides put witnesses on 
the stand during the two-week
trial that backed their version of
events.

Legal experts said before the
trial Ventura had to clear a high 
legal bar to win. 
The Associated Press
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BY STEVEN BEARDSLEY

Stars and Stripes

 ABOARD THE USS OSCAR 
AUSTIN IN THE BALTIC SEA 
— As a line medic for a Marine 
platoon in Iraq 10 years ago, 
Petty Officer 1st Class Randall 
McClain treated the wounds of 
war, from blunt trauma to lacera-
tions and an amputation. 

Now the senior medic aboard 
this guided-missile destroyer, the 
39-year-old from Colorado deals 
with seasickness, illness and the 
occasional light injury from ac-
cidents. He is, by his own admis-
sion, a little bored.  

“There are those who belong 
on the ship, those who belong on 
‘greenside’ and those who belong 
in hospitals,” McClain said, using 
the term for a sailor embedded in 
a Marine unit. 

As the U.S. prepares to with-
draw its last combat troops from 
Afghanistan, the experience of 
Navy “greensiders” and others 
who have deployed on the ground 
over the past 13 years can be lost 
within a service whose wartime 
experience was mostly at sea.   
Now working in hospitals and 
chapels and aboard ships like this 

one, their experiences set them 
apart from their peers.    

The Navy’s primary role in 
Iraq and Afghanistan was at sea, 
supporting flight operations, lo-
gistics and special operations. 
Its work was critical and intense. 
Between 2001 and 2011, the ser-
vice was second only to the Army 
in the number of “troop-year” 
deployments.  

The Navy assignments were 
generally less dangerous than 
those of soldiers, Marines and 
special operations forces. Those 
who did deploy were typically 
“individual augmentees” who 
rounded out commands by filling 
support roles such as  military 
police, hospital corpsmen or even 
cooks. Some augmentees were 
part of the Navy’s Fleet Marine 
Force,  a group of chaplains, hos-

pital corpsmen and religious pro-
gram specialists that regularly 
works with Marine units. 

The Navy says it has deployed 
78,000 sailors as individual aug-
mentees since September 2001. 
Most assignments came during 
the height of the Iraq and Afghani-
stan wars, between 2006 and 2010, 
when the Navy assigned 54,000 in-
dividual augmentees, according to 
CNA Analysis, a firm specializing 
in Navy research. 

Navy chaplain Lt. Autumn But-
ler-Saeger, 39, of South Carolina, 
deployed to Iraq in 2008 as the re-
ligious leader for a supply battal-
ion of 1,100 Marines and civilians 
in Iraq’s Anbar province. 

She recalls holding services 
in a plywood chapel, counseling 
distraught Marines and occasion-
ally riding along with logistics 
convoys. Today, the chaplain is 
aboard the Oscar Austin, and she 
says her time in Iraq gives her 
perspective when conditions are 
difficult at sea.

“It was always funny to me to 
hear sailors complain about de-
ployment when you had a hot meal 
three times a day, you had a semi-
comfortable rack and you didn’t 
really worry about taking incom-
ing fire,” she said. 

Petty Officer 1st Class Douglas 
Edmonston was an armed guard 
for Navy chaplains serving Ma-
rines in Iraq. Over two six-month 
tours in the country, he often 
volunteered to fill out patrols or 
stand guard. Surrounded by Ma-
rines during his early years, he 
had trouble readjusting to some 
aspects of Navy life, including the 
level of respect between junior and 
midgrade enlisted. He immersed 
himself in Marine culture, which 
made readjustment to some as-
pects of Navy life difficult. 

“A corporal tells a lance corpo-
ral to do something and the lance 
corporal jumps to it,” he said. “A 
third-class petty officer tells a sea-
man to do something, you might 
have to tell him why.” 

Now a career counselor aboard 

the Oscar Austin, Edmonston said 
Fleet Marine Force sailors have 
an easy rapport and mutual re-
spect when working together on 
a deployment like this. He and 
corpsman McClain got along eas-
ily when they met.

The adjustment is often more 
difficult for corpsmen, who have 
played a more intense role in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, said Vice Adm. 
Bill Moran, the service’s chief of 
naval personnel. 

“If you look at the corpsman 
rating, of the injuries, fatalities, 
casualties ... in the Navy outside 
of SEAL and EOD (explosive ord-
nance disposal), it’s the corpsman 
community that’s paid the highest 
price.” 

McClain,  from Grand Junction, 
Colo., knew he wanted to work 
with Marines when he joined the 
Navy. His chance came after as-
signment to a naval hospital in 
Portsmouth, Va., when he became 
an augmentee with the 1st Battal-
ion, 8th Marines and went to Iraq 
in 2003 as a line medic. 

McClain patrolled with his 
platoon in Haditha and Fallujah, 
enduring the stress of battle and 
experiencing injuries much dif-
ferent than those at the hospital. 
At first a “corpsman” to his Ma-
rines, he later became “Doc,” the 
term of endearment earned by 
line medics. 

“I think it really shaped the way 
I act, the way I think,” he said. 

Moran said sailors with down-
range experiences will ultimately 
be a benefit to the Navy.

“We are far more joint and (far) 
better as a Navy for that experi-
ence,” he said. 

McClain hopes his next assign-
ment will be with a Marine unit. 
He likes the idea of getting back 
out to the field, although assign-
ments are harder to come by as 
Afghanistan winds down and as 
he progresses in rank. 

“I feel that my purpose is out 
there,” he said. 
beardsley.steven@stripes.com 
Twitter: @sjbeardsley

 BY AMIR SHAH

Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — A 
powerful cousin of outgoing Af-
ghan President Hamid Karzai 
was assassinated by a suicide 
bomber hiding explosives in his
cap on Tuesday, a provincial of-
ficial said. 

It was the latest attack targeting
Afghan power brokers and gov-
ernment officials as insurgents
and political factions struggle for 
power ahead of the withdrawal of
foreign combat forces by the end
of this year.

Hashmat Khalil Karzai was a 
staunch supporter of the presi-
dent and had 
played an ac-
tive role in 
the campaign 
to choose 
his cousin’s 
successor.

The attack-
er blew him-
self up while 
bowing to 
kiss Karzai’s 
hand follow-
ing morning 
prayers for the Muslim holiday 
of Eid al-Fitr in a reception room
at the Karzai family home in the
southern province of Kandahar, 
a provincial government spokes-
man said.

It was similar to the Septem-
ber 2011 killing of former Afghan 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani,
who at the time was the leader of 
a government-appointed peace
council seeking reconciliation
with militants.

Karzai condemned the attack.
“Just like all other Afghans who 
are the daily targets of terror-
ist attacks, our family too is no 
exception and as every other Af-
ghan, we too will have to bear it,” 
he said in a statement.

No one immediately claimed
responsibility for Tuesday’s at-
tack, which comes at a sensitive
time in Afghanistan as an audit is
taking place under international
supervision of all 8 million bal-
lots cast last month in the second
round of the country’s presiden-
tial election. 

The process is key to ensur-
ing a peaceful transfer of power
as the international community 
winds down its combat mission 
and foreign aid dwindles.

Hashmat Karzai was campaign 
manager for former Finance
Minister and World Bank official
Ashraf Ghani , who is competing
against Abdullah Abdullah. 

It was not the first time that 
Karzai’s family members have
been targeted. 

The president’s powerful half-
brother, Ahmad Wali Karzai, who
was the head of the provincial 
council, was slain in his home in 
the city of Kandahar by his body-
guard in July 2011.

British Ambassador Richard 
Stagg also expressed condolences 
to the Karzai family. 

Hashmat Khalil 
Karzai

Afghan
president’s 
cousin is 
assassinated

PHOTOS BY  STEVEN BEARDSLEY/Stars and Stripes

Petty Officer 1st Class Douglas Edmonston, of Wimberley, Texas, looks on as the guided-missile 
destroyer USS Oscar Austin docks in Gdynia, Poland, on July 1 . Edmonston, now serving as a Navy 
counselor, has made two deployments to Iraq and one to Afghanistan, serving alongside Marines and 
other deployed sailors. 

 Navy chaplain Lt. Autumn Butler-Saeger, 39, of Goose Creek,  S.C., 
stands on the deck of the  USS Oscar Austin shortly after it pulled 
into  Poland . Butler-Saeger served as a chaplain for Marines during a 
six-month deployment to Iraq in 2008. 

Navy greensiders see 
contrast between 
their deployments

Back 
to the 
grind
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BY ARMANDO R. LIMON

Stars and Stripes

All active-duty airmen newly 
assigned to the Korean penin-
sula are prohibited from buying 
or consuming alcohol for 30 days 
from the day of their arrival, the 
7th Air Force announced earlier 
this month.

The new policy, which took ef-
fect July 1, was instituted as part 
of additions to the orientation 
program for airmen arriving in 
Korea.

The alcohol ban and “associat-
ed restrictions” may be extended 
beyond 30 days in certain cir-
cumstances until an airman’s ini-
tial feedback session is finished, 
a statement by the 51st Fighter 
Wing said. Unit commanders 
can extend the restrictions. The 
Defense Biometric Identifica-
tion System records the 30-day 
timeline.

“We are guests here and not 
only do our actions matter, they 
have strategic implications,” 7th 
Air Force commander Lt. Gen. 
Jan-Marc Jouas said in a wing 
news release. “This is a fresh 
start to change the tone in Korea 
and leave a culture that is better 
than how we found it.”

The 30-day alcohol ban took 

effect less than two weeks after 
Jouas, citing an increase in al-
cohol-related incidents involving 
airmen, instituted an alcohol ban 
for all Korea-based airmen June
20-23. More than 100 Osan Air 
Base personnel, mostly airmen, 
had sought treatment in emer-
gency rooms for alcohol-related
incidents in the past year. Three 
were near-fatalities, Jouas wrote 
in an editorial published in the
command newspaper.

“Over the past few months, the 
number of alcohol-related inci-
dents resulting in serious injury 
reached the point where this ac-
tion became necessary,” Jouas
wrote about the weekend ban.

The 7th Air Force deemed the
weekendlong ban a success after 
no incidents were reported.
limonjr.armando@stripes.com

Servicemembers new to theater prohibited 
from buying, consuming alcohol for 30 days 

Drinking policy 
in effect for new
airmen in Korea 

‘ We are guests 
here and not only do 
our actions matter, 
they have strategic 
implications. ’

Lt. Gen. Jan-Marc Jouas
7th Air Force commander

Sailor dies while aboard 
US destroyer in Red Sea

 The Pentagon on Monday an-
nounced the death of a sailor who 
was serving aboard a Navy de-
stroyer off the coast of Africa.   

Seaman Yeshabel Villot-
Carrasco, 23, was serving as a 
boatswain’s mate aboard the USS 
James E. Williams when she died 
on June 19 as the ship transited 
the Red Sea, the Defense Depart-
ment said. The sailor died in non-
hostile circumstances, but the 
cause of death was not given. 

Navy spokeswoman Lt. Richlyn 
Ivey said Villot-Carrasco’s death 
remains under investigation. 

The military announced her 
death after determining the ship 
was performing duties related to 
Operation Enduring Freedom, 
Ivey said. The military announc-
es all deaths related to the op-
eration, regardless of cause. The 
ship’s Facebook page announced 
the death in June.  

Villot-Carrasco, of Parma, 
Ohio, joined the Navy in April 
2013. According to the Facebook 
post, she married another active-
duty sailor late last year.

The James E. Williams de-

ployed from Norfolk, Va., in
March to conduct operations in 
6th Fleet waters, which cover Eu-
rope and most of Africa. The ship 
had just performed an exercise 
with the Tunisian navy before en-
tering the Red Sea.

Navy rescues mariners 
in the Gulf of Oman

 MANAMA, Bahrain — The
cargo ship USNS Richard E.
Byrd rescued nine crewmembers
from a Yemeni-flagged cargo ves-
sel adrift in the Gulf of Oman on 
Monday, the U.S. 5th Fleet said.  

There were no reports of ca-
sualties or injuries, a statement
said. 

The Byrd was the first on the
scene after the crew from the ves-
sel Asaed requested assistance.
The ship had lost power and was
taking on water. Crewmembers
abandoned the ship onto a life raft
and made their way to the Byrd.

The Byrd is on a scheduled
deployment to the U.S. 5th Fleet
area of responsibility in support 
of maritime security operations. 
From staff reports

  The Associated Press

HUMBLE, Texas — A couple 
who discovered a tribute flag for 
a fallen Marine at a Texas flea 
market presented it to his mother 
Saturday, more than nine years 
after he was killed in Iraq.

Lanie and Walter Brown gave 
the flag to Patsy Maciel before 
a small crowd gathered at the 
grave of Lance Cpl. Fred Maciel 
in the northern Houston suburb 
of Humble.

The Browns bought the flag for 
$5 after finding it tucked away 
earlier this month in the corner of 
a flea market in Hemphill, about 
170 miles from Houston. The flag 
has about two dozen messages 
written by other Marines for Ma-
ciel, who was 20 when he died in a 
helicopter crash in Fallujah, Iraq, 
in 2005.

He was one of 31 American ser-
vicemembers killed in the crash, 
which occurred during a sand-
storm. It was among the single 
largest losses of American lives 
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

“We’ll always remember the 
sacrifice you made,” one message 
says. Another says, “Thank you 
for being who you were ... Rest in 
peace.”

Patsy Maciel didn’t know of the 
flag’s existence until contacted 
by the Browns on Facebook. She 
had already received her son’s 
belongings and an official flag to 
drape his coffin during funeral 
services.

“I was crushed,” Maciel, 
dressed in a T-shirt adorned with 
a photo of her son, his dog-tags 
hanging around her neck, told 

the Houston Chronicle. “I didn’t 
know how to make memories 
without my son.”

Fred Yahne, the owner of the 
flea market, said he’d put the flag 
on one of the market’s main coun-
ters in early July to look at it later. 
He believes the flag probably was 
among the contents of one of the 
many storage lot auctions his shop 
buys, according to the Chronicle. 
His wife sold it before he had a 
chance to examine it.

“I would want that if it was one 

of my sons,” said Yahne, 52, ex-
plaining that two of his children 
served in the Army.

Maciel said her son was an ath-
letic child who played basketball, 
football and baseball. He enlisted 
before he graduated, coming 
home from high school one day 
and telling his mom he’d joined 
the Marines.

“His dream was to be a Ma-
rine, and I had to let him do that,” 
she said. “I’m proud of him, that 
he died doing what he loved.”

Couple finds tribute flag in a Texas 
market, returns it to Marine’s mom

PHOTOS BY KAREN WARREN, THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE/AP

A flag that once belonged to Lance Cpl. Fred Maciel, who died in a helicopter crash in Iraq more than nine 
years ago, is unveiled at Calvary Hill Cemetery  in Humble, Texas, on Saturday. Lanie and Walter Brown 
bought the flag for $5 after finding it at a flea market in Hemphill, about 170 miles from Houston.

Patsy Maciel, right, the mother of Lance Cpl. Fred Maciel, embraces 
Lanie Brown as she holds her son’s flag at Calvary Hill Cemetery . 



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                PAGE 5Wednesday, July 30, 2014

 BY TAMARA LUSH

The Associated Press 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — A 
9-year-old girl who was struck 
by a plane that crash-landed on a 
beach while she vacationed with 
her family has died from her inju-
ries, law enforcement officials in 
Florida said Tuesday.

Oceana Irizzary’s father also 
was killed Sunday. The two, of 
Fort Stewart, Ga., were walking 
along Caspersen Beach in Venice 
on Sunday afternoon when the 
1972 Piper Cherokee plane made 
an emergency landing after re-
porting problems.

In a statement, the family 
thanked the emergency respond-
ers and beachgoers who helped 
them, and expressed gratitude for 
prayers and support from around 
the world.

 Sgt. 1st Class Ommy Irizarry, 
 who was celebrating his ninth an-
niversary with wife, Rebecca, died 
at the scene Sunday. His daugh-
ter was airlifted to All Children’s 
Hospital in St. Petersburg. The 
Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office 
said Tuesday morning that they 
were notified by the medical ex-
aminer’s office of the girl’s death.

He “was a beloved husband, 
father, son, brother, friend and 
soldier,” the family wrote in the 
statement. “He lit up the room 
whenever he entered and was de-
voted to his family.”

Oceana was about to enter 
fourth grade, the family said.

“Oceana was a beautiful, intel-
ligent and kind-hearted little girl,” 
the statement said. “She was a nat-
ural artist who loved to learn.”

Many of Ommy’s photos on 
Facebook were of him, his wife, 

Rebecca, and their three children. 
The family could be seen smiling 
on various beaches and playing in 
the water through the years.

It was unclear how the plane or 
the debris hit the father and his 
daughter. Officials say the pilot ra-
dioed the airport that he was hav-
ing trouble with the plane and was 
planning to land on the beach.

“He’s trying to make the air-
port,” a woman calling 911 from 
the airport said. “He says he’s not 
going to make the airport. But he’s 
going to be on the beach.”

In other 911 calls, a family 
friend cried as she described the 
scene while screams and wailing 
could be heard in the background. 
Another man told a dispatcher 
about the little girl’s condition.

“She’s breathing a little right 
now,” a man said. “Rapid pulse 
and difficult breathing. She’s 

unconscious.”
The pilot was identified as Karl 

Kokomoor, 57, and the passen-
ger was David Theen, 60, both 
of nearby Englewood. They were 
not injured.

The National Transportation 
Safety Board was investigating. 

General discusses next-generation aircraft
 BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Even 
before the Air Force’s new F-35 
“fifth-generation” fighter jet is 
combat-ready, the service is look-
ing ahead to what comes next.

At an Air Force Association 
breakfast Tuesday, Gen. Michael 
Hostage, the head of Air Combat 
Command, said studies are under 
way to come up with a concept for 
a sixth-generation fighter plane.

The aircraft could be completely 
different than any of its predeces-
sors, Hostage said at the meeting 
in Arlington, Va. “It isn’t neces-
sarily another single-seat fighter.”

“Be thinking in terms of what is 
the capability that future technol-
ogy will bring to us that will allow 
us to provide air dominance. … 
If that’s a single button on a key-
board that makes all the adversar-
ies fall to the ground, I’m OK with 
that,” he said.

He raised the possibility that 
the new jet will be equipped with 
laser weapons, also known as “di-
rected energy” capabilities.

“There is some amazing devel-
opments in that arena,” he said. “I 
think it holds great promise.”

The Air Force is aiming to put 
the sixth-generation fighter into 
the skies in the 2030s.

Hostage also sees the service’s 
training regimen fundamentally 
changing  so that the most impor-
tant combat training is done in 
simulators rather than in live ex-
ercises like the prestigious Red 
Flag.

With live-fire training, “I can’t 
turn on every bell and whistle 
on my new fifth-gen platforms,” 
Hostage explained. “A, they’re too 
destructive, and B, I don’t want 
the bad guys to know what I’m 
able to do. There’s a live virtual 
constructed arena out there that 
I think will provide us the path 
of the future. … If you look at the 
gaming industry today, the vir-
tual reality industry, the virtual 
reality capability, we’re rapidly 
approaching the point in which 
you can’t tell whether you’re in a 
simulated environment or a real 
environment.” 

In the not-too-distant future, 
he said, “I will do my highest-
end training in a live virtual con-
structed environment.”

The Air Combat Command 
chief also sees a need to build in-
telligence, surveillance and re-

connaissance planes that could 
survive advanced enemy anti-air-
craft weapons.

“Right now, I have an over-
weighted fleet that’s really good at 
fighting in a permissive environ-
ment,” such as Afghanistan. “We 
need to resize and reapportion 
that fleet,” he said. “I need the 
ability to produce ISR in a con-
tested environment. … The kind 
of platform that does that is … not 
a Predator, not a Reaper.” 

Hostage said people need to 
temper their expectations about 
what drones will be able to do in a 
more lethal environment  in which 
aircraft are more likely to be shot 
down.

“We have developed an expec-
tation on the part of our joint part-
ners that we’re going to produce 
that staring eye on the battlefield 
24/7, and it’s not going to happen 

in a contested environment,” he 
said.

The general said the new planes 
will probably be able to gather in-
telligence only “on a periodic, epi-
sodic basis” in enemy airspace.

Given the anti-aircraft capa-
bilities of potential adversaries, 
Hostage said stealthier planes will 
need to be used for close-air sup-
port missions.

“There are dozens of very sig-
nificant anti-access potential are-
nas around the world,” he said. 
“And with the proliferation of 
relatively capable” surface-to-air 
missiles, “the contested space is 
changing. I could not send an A-
10 into Syria. I know that they’d 
never come back.”

Earlier this month, the Penta-
gon put out a request for proposals 
for a long-range bomber that the 
Air Force wants to acquire. Hos-

tage gave a preview of what it will
be expected to do.

“We’re not going to build a plat-
form that has everything on it 
such that it can go in there alone
and unprotected,: he said. “… It
will be part of a family of capabili-
ties that, given a threat environ-
ment,  will shape the members of 
the family that have to go in” on a
bombing mission. “The concept of
long-range strike is … we have to 
be able to hold at risk an adversary 
who thinks he’s got sanctuary” be-
cause of geography.

In remarks that will disappoint
many fighter jocks, Hostage fore-
sees a time when pilots will not
soar into the wild blue yonder.

“I talk about providing that en-
vironment in which the human
sitting in a box on the ground
would have the same kinesthetic
awareness of the aviator sitting 
in a platform in the middle of a
combat environment,” Hostage
said. “The day will come when I
can produce that, and if that day 
comes, I am happy to stop flying
manned aircraft. 

“That day is not here yet … but
I think it will happen.”
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

COURTESY OF THE IRIZARRY AND POWER FAMILIES/AP

 Sgt 1st Class Ommy Irizarry and his  daughter, Oceana,  9, of Fort 
Stewart, Ga.  , pose for a photo together on July 20.

 BY CHRISTOPHER BODEEN

The Associated Press

BEIJING — A mob armed with 
knives rampaged through part 
of China’s volatile northwestern 
region of Xinjiang and police re-
sponded with gunfire, leaving 
dozens of people dead in the lat-
est violence blamed on Islamic 
militants, state media reported 
Tuesday.

Many other people were injured 
in the violence Monday in Shache 
county near the city of Kashgar, 
the official Xinhua News Agency 
said. It said the mob first attacked 
a police station and government 
offices in the township of Elixku 
before moving on to a neighbor-
ing township, attacking civilians 
and smashing vehicles along the 
way.

Xinhua said dozens of people 
were killed or injured in the at-
tacks but gave no precise figures. 
It also said  police shot and killed 
dozens of the attackers.

“Initial investigation showed 
that it was a premeditated terror 
attack. Further investigation is 
underway,” Xinhua said.

Calls to more than a half-dozen 
police stations and government 
offices in the area either rang 

unanswered Tuesday evening or
were answered by people who 
confirmed the attack but said they
were not permitted to release any 
information about it.

Obtaining details of violence
in the remote region is usually
impossible, and authorities rou-
tinely prevent foreign journalists
from working freely in the area.

There has been increasing
violence in Xinjiang in recent 
months blamed on pro-indepen-
dence militants from the region’s
native Turkic Uighur Muslim 
ethnic group. While some of the
attacks have shown an increased
level of sophistication and plan-
ning, most have relied on crude
weaponry such as swords, bombs 
and homemade explosives.

China’s government says the 
attackers have ties to overseas Is-
lamic terrorist groups, although
it has provided little evidence to
back up its claim.

Uighur  activists say repressive 
Chinese cultural and religious
policies are fueling resentment
among Uighurs, along with a 
sense that the benefits of econom-
ic growth in the resource-rich 
region are flowing disproportion-
ately to migrants from the coun-
try’s Han Chinese majority. 

‘ Be thinking in terms of what is the 
capability that future technology will bring us 
that will allow us to provide air dominance. ’

Air Force Gen. Michael Hostage
Air Combat Command chief

China reports deadly mob 
attack, blames militants

Girl struck 
by plane on 
beach dies
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 BY ANN E. MARIMOW 
AND CLARENCE WILLIAMS

 The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The District 
of Columbia’s top lawyer on Mon-
day sought to temporarily halt 
a federal court ruling allowing 
thousands of city residents with 
registered handguns — as well as 
legal gun owners from other states 
— to carry firearms on the streets 
of the nation’s capital.

The ruling, which upended the 
city’s decades-old restrictions 
on carrying handguns in public, 
created confusion and concern 
as officials grappled with its im-
plications. The law was declared 
unconstitutional in an opinion re-
leased over the weekend, leaving 
police scrambling to give clear di-
rection to officers.

D.C. Police Chief Cathy Lanier 
told her officers Monday that they 
could no longer stop someone sim-
ply for carrying a gun in public; 
they would need suspicion that a 
crime had been committed. For 
visitors who carry guns into the 
city, police will need to determine 
whether they are following the 
laws of their home state.

“We understand that the imme-
diate implementation of this rul-
ing creates safety concerns for our 
members and our community,” 
Lanier wrote in a memo to police 
officers Monday. She instructed 
them to “continue to serve the best 
interest of public safety while re-
specting individual rights.”

Police urged officers to contact a 
department lawyer, on call around 
the clock, with questions.

D.C. officials have argued that 
the gun law — among the strictest 
in the nation — has been a pillar 
of their public safety strategy in 

a city that has historically been 
beset by gun violence. Mayor Vin-
cent Gray said Monday that he 
was “very troubled” by the deci-
sion. He appealed to people who 
live elsewhere to refrain from 
bringing guns into the city.

The decision, which is likely to 
be appealed, came five years after 
a lawsuit challenged the District’s 
outright prohibition on carrying 
handguns. The case is among a se-
ries of legal efforts taking on gun 
restrictions nationwide. It followed 
the 2008 landmark Supreme Court 
decision that used a D.C. case to 
declare that the Second Amend-
ment guarantees a person’s right 
to own a firearm for self-defense.

U.S. District Judge Frederick 
Scullin, a senior judge who nor-
mally sits in Upstate New York, 
struck down the city’s law be-
cause there is no process for is-
suing carry licenses to registered 
gun owners. Citing several recent 
court opinions, the judge found 
that “there is no longer any basis 
on which this court can conclude 
that the District of Columbia’s 
total ban on the public carrying of 
ready-to-use handguns outside the 
home is constitutional.”

He suggested city officials could 
create a new licensing system 
“consistent with constitutional 
standards enabling people to ex-
ercise their Second Amendment 

right to bear arms.”
On Monday, officials asked the 

judge to stop the order from taking 
effect for at least six months “in 
the interest of public safety and 
clarity.” They said it would allow 
time to file an appeal or for the 
D.C. Council to rewrite the law. It 
was not clear when Scullin would 
rule on the city’s motion.

Council Chairman Phil Mendel-
son said that the panel is on sum-
mer break until late September 
but that it’s possible lawmakers 
could return for an emergency 
session to address the issue. “If 
prosecutors need legislative ac-
tion, then of course we’ll consider 
that,” he said.

Even with the ruling, officials 
said, guns remain prohibited in 
some areas.

Guns are not allowed on the 
Capitol grounds or on District 
government property, including 
schools, parks, recreation centers 
and office buildings. At the John 
A. Wilson Building, the District’s 
City Hall, security guards on Mon-
day continued to screen visitors 
with X-ray machines and metal 
detectors.

Private property owners, ac-
cording to city law, may still ban 
guns from their property. In ad-
dition, it remains illegal to carry 
long guns or shotguns in the Dis-
trict, according to Lanier.

Still, as long as the ruling is in 
effect, it fundamentally changes 
the way police officers do their 
jobs. There have been about 3,100 
handguns registered in the District 
since 2008, police officials said.

Delroy Burton, chairman of the 
D.C. police union, said it would 
mean a massive change in tactics 
for officers on city streets, who are 
accustomed to being able to stop 
someone who they suspect is car-
rying a gun.

The attorney general’s office 
said Monday that defense law-
yers are already demanding that 
prosecutors drop charges against 
people found carrying guns out-
side the home.

“Given the complexity of the 
issue, it will require a significant 
amount of retraining because the 

mind-set of officers has to change
for how we have to deal with that,”
Burton said. “Otherwise, we’re 
going to expose the department, 
our members and the city to sig-
nificant civil liability.”

Gun rights activists praised
the ruling, saying there was no
evidence that the restrictions had
made D.C. streets safer.

“Every law-abiding person
should be able to exercise their
fundamental right to self-defense, 
which as the court in this case
correctly noted, is not confined to
the home,” said Chris Cox, chief
lobbyist for the National Rifle
Association.

Activists fighting gun violence
expressed disappointment at the
judge’s decision but urged city of-
ficials to pass strong laws for the
public carrying of weapons.

“Whether or not the District
decides to appeal this misguided 
decision, it would be a law en-
forcement nightmare if virtually
anyone is allowed to carry loaded 
guns on the streets of the nation’s 
capital ,” said Jonathan Lowy, di-
rector of the legal action project at
the Brady Center to Prevent Gun
Violence. 

 BY CAROL ROSENBERG

The Miami Herald 

MIAMI — The Obama admin-
istration has no plans to use its 
pop-up tent city for Caribbean 
migrants at Guantanamo to help 
ameliorate the Texas border cri-
sis of unaccompanied children 
crossing the border from Central 
America.

In 2007, the Bush White House 
invested more than $17 million 
building an infrastructure to 
shelter 10,000 migrants on the 
Leeward side of the remote U.S. 
Navy base in Cuba — a ferry 
ride away from the Windward 
side where in the 1990s, before 
the war-on-terrorism prison was 
built, the Pentagon had a 60,000-
migrant capacity.

Texas-based U.S. Army South, 
a subsidiary of the Pentagon’s 

Southern Command, periodical-
ly runs exercises on how the De-
partment of Homeland Security 
would handle a migrant surge 
operation at Guantanamo.

But Monday, White House 
deputy press secretary Shawn 
Turner said in response to a 
query from the Miami Herald 
that using Guantanamo is not a 
possibility.

“The administration is not 
considering using Guantanamo 
Bay facilities to house the in-
flux of migrant children coming 
across the border in the lower 
Rio Grande Valley,” he said.

The Associated Press reported 
Monday that more than 57,000 
children and other migrants 
have crossed the border since 
October, mostly from El Salva-
dor, Honduras and Guatemala. 

 The Associated Press 

LEWISTON, Maine  — In the 
whitest U.S. state, thousands of 
miles from the Mexican border, 
the debate over immigration is 
quickly becoming a central issue 
in one of the nation’s most close-
ly watched governor’s races.

With its close-knit communi-
ties and a practice of labeling 
non-natives as “from away,” 
Mainers have a reputation for 
being insular. But they have also 
embraced the need for immi-
grants as the state’s population 
ages and declines.

So Republican Gov. Paul Le-
Page roiled the cultural waters 
when he criticized the federal 
government’s placement of eight 
immigrant children in Maine 
without advising him.

He contended Monday that the 
federal government was duck-
ing its responsibility by leav-
ing the border unprotected and 
pushing the burden onto states. 
He said he worries about the fi-
nancial impact if more children 

are placed in the state.
“If we have eight kids in the 

state right now and if there are 
any state dollars going there, 

there 
are eight 
Mainers 
not getting 
services,” 
he said 
during a 
visit to a 
homeless 
shelter in 
Lewiston.  

Since 
January, 
more than 

30,000 children, mostly from El 
Salvador, Honduras and Guate-
mala have crossed the nation’s 
southern border illegally and 
have been placed with sponsors 
throughout the country. 

The eight minors in Maine are 
a fraction of the thousands sent 
to states including New York, 
California and Florida.

The issue has risen to the 

forefront of races for governor 
in border states, like Arizona. 

 In Maine, LePage’s re-elec-
tion campaign has attacked 
his Democratic opponent, U.S. 
Rep. Mike Michaud, for not tak-
ing a clear stand on whether he 
would agree to shelter children 
in Maine and sought to link Mi-
chaud’s views with Massachu-
setts Gov. Deval Patrick’s when 
the two campaigned together in 
Maine last week.

LePage’s campaign is touting 
his policies on immigration, in-
cluding a recent directive that 
cities and towns not provide 
welfare benefits to those who 
can’t prove they are living in the 
country legally.

Michaud’s campaign said 
last week that LePage is using 
the issue merely to rally his po-
litical base this November. Mi-
chaud said that the decision to 
house children in Maine would 
depend on a number of factors, 
including the cost and what 
sites are available. 

NATION

White House says there are 
no plans to house Texas 
border kids at Guantanamo

US weighs where to place border children
Maine governor bemoans decision to relocate 8 immigrants to state

LePage

Judge’s handgun ruling has DC officials, police scrambling
‘ Given the complexity of the issue, it will require a significant 
amount of retraining because the mind-set of officers has to 
change for how we have to deal with that. ’

Delroy Burton
chairman of the D.C. police union
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 BY CHRISTOPHER INGRAHAM

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Last week 
FiveThirtyEight released the re-
sults of a poll of Americans’ opin-
ions on the “Star Wars” universe. 
Not surprisingly, Jar Jar Binks is 
the most reviled character in the 

series. 
As 

Walt 
Hickey 

notes, the Gungan from Naboo 
posted lower favorability num-
bers than Emperor Palpatine, 
“the actual personification of evil 
in the galaxy.”

On the other hand, with a net 
favorability of -8, Jar Jar is con-
siderably more popular than the 
U.S. Congress, which currently 
enjoys a net favorability rating of 
-65. 

The last time congressional net 
favorability was above that was 
February 2005. Incidentally that 
was just before the release date of 
“Star Wars Episode III: Revenge 
of the Sith,” which marked Jar 
Jar’s last appearance on the big 
screen.

But picking on Congress’ unpop-
ularity is a bit like beating a dead 
tauntaun. After all, the legislative 
branch has been less popular than 
lice, Brussels sprouts and Nickel-

back for some time now. 
What if we compared the fa-

vorability of 2016 presidential 
hopefuls and other political 
leaders with that of “Star Wars” 
characters?

Hillary Clinton currently has 
the highest net favorability of any 
2016 White House contender. But 
to put her 19 percent favorable 
rating in context, she’s tied with 
Boba Fett, the bounty hunter who 
froze Harrison Ford in carbonite.

None of the 2016 hopefuls is 
polling higher than Darth Vader. 
You’ll recall that Vader chopped 

off his son’s  hand and blew up an 
entire planet, but evidently in the 
eyes of the American public these 
are minor sins compared with 
Benghazi, Bridgegate and Gov. 
Rick Perry’s hipster glasses. 

Those numbers suggest that if 
“Star Wars” were real and Darth 
Vader decided to enter the 2016 
presidential race, he’d be the im-
mediate front-runner.

Meanwhile President Barack 
Obama is polling just two favor-
ability points below Emperor Pal-
patine, Lord of the Sith. Make of 
that what you will.  

 BY RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON  — A $1,000-
per-pill drug that insurers are 
reluctant to pay for has quickly 
become the treatment of choice 
for a liver-wasting viral disease 
that affects more than 3 million 
Americans.

In less than six months, pre-
scriptions for Sovaldi have 
eclipsed all other hepatitis C pills 
combined, according to new data 
from IMS Health. The prospect of 
a real cure, with fewer nasty side 
effects, is enticing thousands to 
get treated for the first time.

But clinical and commercial 
successes have triggered scrutiny 
of the drug’s manufacturer, Cali-
fornia-based Gilead Sciences Inc., 
which just reported second-quar-
ter profits of $3.66 billion, a net 
margin of 56 percent.

Two senior senators are raising 
questions about documents that 
suggest the initial developers of 
Sovaldi considered pricing treat-
ment at less than half as much. 
The health insurance industry is 
publicly scolding Gilead, and state 
Medicaid programs that provide 
health coverage for the poor are 
reacting.

The repercussions for patients 
could go beyond one drug and one 
disease. A number of promising 
cancer medications near approval 
could provide the next storm over 
costs. The average cost of brand-
name cancer drugs has doubled 
in a decade, to about $10,000 a 
month.

“You can’t put too fine a point on 
the sort of moral dilemma that we 
have here,” said Michael Klein-
rock, director of the IMS Institute, 
which studies prescription drug 
trends. “This is something that the 
research-based pharmaceutical 
industry reaches for all the time: 
a cure. But when they achieve one, 
can we afford it?”

New data from IMS Health, the 
Connecticut parent company of the 
institute, illustrate Sovaldi’s im-
pact since its debut in December:
� The total number of pharma-

cy prescriptions for all hepatitis 
C pills has soared, highlighting 
patient demand for a cure. In May, 
more than 48,000 prescriptions 
were filled for four such medica-
tions, with Sovaldi accounting for 
three-fourths of the total. By com-
parison, prescriptions for May 
2013 totaled about 6,200. That was 
before Sovaldi became available.
� In Sovaldi’s first 30 weeks on 

the market, 62,000 new patients
tried the drug, nearly three times
as many as had tried an earlier
medication that showed initial 
promise. That makes Sovaldi the
most successful launch for any 
hepatitis C drug. Gilead expects
to have a successor soon that will 
make treatment easier to tolerate,
because it won’t require patients 
to take additional medications
with strong side effects.
� The weekly number of new 

patients going on Sovaldi has been
gradually slowing, from more than
2,900 in February and March to
about 1,600-1,800 in late June and
early July. That could indicate that 
pent-up initial demand is giving
way to steadier levels, or it could
mean that insurers are limiting
access to protect their budgets.

 The cost of a 12-week regimen 
of Sovaldi along with two com-
panion medications that patients
must also take is around $100,000.
Competing regimens with other
hepatitis C drugs cost in the mid- 
to high five figures, and some are
far less effective and harder to 
tolerate.

  Sovaldi’s implications for Medi-
care and Medicaid costs have
prompted rare bipartisan coop-
eration in Congress on a health
care issue.

Democratic Sen. Ron Wyden
and Republican Sen. Charles 
Grassley are asking Gilead for a 
detailed explanation of its pricing. 

 Gilead spokeswoman Amy
Flood said the company has no
comment. 

 BY JAKE PEARSON
AND TOM HAYS

The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — A man who 
skipped town after being accused 
of molesting a boy was killed and 
three law enforcement officers 
trying to arrest him were wound-
ed in a daytime shootout inside a 
small smoke shop in one of New 
York’s most bustling neighbor-
hoods, officials said.

The man, Charles Richard 
Mozdir, was recently featured on 
a CNN show about fugitives. He 
was wanted in a San Diego case 
and was charged with lewd acts 
upon a child younger than 14, a 
criminal complaint said.

The shootout Monday between 
Mozdir and members of the New 
York/New Jersey Regional Fugi-
tive Task Force happened just 
after 1 p.m. in Greenwich Village 
not far from New York Univer-
sity in a highly trafficked tourist 
area bounded by jazz clubs, res-

taurants, a 
subway sta-
tion and a 
basketball 
court.

Mozdir’s 
handgun was 
recovered 
at the scene, 
and 20 extra 
rounds of 
ammunition 
were found 
in his pocket, Police Commission-
er William Bratton said.

A police detective first entered 
the narrow smoke shop and iden-
tified Mozdir, who apparently was 
alone, before leaving and return-
ing with the U.S. marshals, Police 
Commissioner Bratton said.

The detective was shot at least 
twice, in the stomach below his 
protective vest and in the right 
chest, which could have been 
deadly were it not stopped by the 
vest, Bratton said at a hospital.

One U.S. marshal was shot in 
the elbow and another in his but-
tocks, he said. All three were in 
stable condition and had been vis-
ited by city and federal officials.

The detective didn’t fire his 
weapon, but the federal agents 
fired multiple rounds, authorities 
said.

A $1 million bench warrant was 
issued for Mozdir’s arrest in June 
2012 after he skipped an arraign-
ment in San Diego Superior Court 
on child sexual assault charges, 
a spokesman for the San Diego 
County district attorney said.

Mozdir, a wedding photogra-
pher, also had been charged with 
attempting to dissuade a witness 
from prosecution, the criminal 
complaint said. He had posted 
$250,000 bail.

Mozdir’s case had recently 
been featured on CNN’s “The 
Hunt with John Walsh.” Mozdir 
was accused of abusing the boy 
while babysitting him . 

COMMENTARY

NATION

Force
is not
with US
politics

Abuse suspect dies in NY shootout

Mozdir

Expensive cure for
hepatitis C raising
questions over cost

COURTESY OF GILEAD SCIENCES/AP

The hepatitis C medication 
Sovaldi has proven effective, but 
questions have been raised over 
its cost.  
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 The Associated Press

SHINGLE SPRINGS, Calif.   — A private drone 
trying to record footage of a Northern California 
wildfire nearly hindered efforts to attack the flames 
from the air, but firefighters made enough progress 
to allow most of the 1,200 people under evacuation 
orders to return home Monday.

An unmanned aircraft that aimed to get video of 
the blaze burning near vineyards in the Sierra Ne-
vada foothills east of Sacramento was sighted Sun-
day, two days after the fire broke out, California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection spokes-
woman Lynne Tolmachoff said.

Authorities told the man controlling the drone to 
stop it from flying because of the potential danger to 
firefighting planes. The man, whom Tolmachoff did 
not identify, was not cited.

“This is the first one that I’m aware of,” she said. 
“These unmanned aircraft are becoming very pop-
ular with people, and there’s a possibility we will see 
more of them.”

Crews held the fire to a little under 6 square miles, 
increasing containment to 75 percent by Monday 
evening, state fire Battalion Chief Scott McLean 
said. Most evacuees were allowed to return home .

“We’re not going to get complacent, but it’s look-
ing very good,” McLean said.

 The fire has destroyed 13 homes and 38 other 
structures near wine-growing regions in Amador 
and El Dorado counties since it started Friday, as it 
burns in rugged grassland and timber. Some grape-
vines did burn, but crews were able to keep the fire 
from spreading to the main grape-growing area, 
Tolmachoff said.

The Sierra foothills fire is one of two in Califor-
nia that has forced people from their homes, un-
derscoring the state’s heightened fire danger this 
year after three years of drought created tinder-dry 
conditions. 

Firefighters have responded to more than 3,600 
fires so far this year, about 1,000 more than the av-
erage of the previous five years, Tolmachoff said.

 The Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va.  — An appeals 
courts’ decision to strike down 
Virginia’s same-sex marriage ban 
adds to the growing list of decrees 
on a hot-button issue that will 
likely end up being decided by the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

The 4th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals in Richmond  is the sec-
ond federal appellate court to 
overturn gay marriage bans, after 
the Denver circuit, and is the first 
to affect the South, a region where 
the rising tide of rulings favoring 
marriage equality is testing con-
cepts of states’ rights and tradi-
tional, conservative moral values 
that have long held sway.

“I am proud that the Common-
wealth of Virginia is leading on one 
of the most important civil rights 
issues of our day,” said Virginia 
Attorney General Mark Herring, 
who had refused to defend the 
state ban when he took office in 
January. “We are fighting for the 
right of loving, committed couples 
to enter the bonds of marriage.”

Virginians voted 57 percent to 
43 percent in 2006 to amend their 
constitution to ban gay marriage, 
and state law prohibits recog-
nizing same-sex marriages per-
formed in other states, which the 
court said infringes on its citizens’ 
fundamental right to marry.

The court itself also highlighted 
the debate that pits moral values 
and the idea of equality against
states’ rights, recognizing that
same-sex marriage “makes some
people deeply uncomfortable,” but 
argued in its ruling Monday that
those concerns are “not legitimate
bases for denying same-sex cou-
ples due process and equal protec-
tion of the laws.”

“Civil marriage is one of the 
cornerstones of our way of life. It
allows individuals to celebrate and
publicly declare their intentions to 
form lifelong partnerships, which 
provide unparalleled intimacy,
companionship, emotional sup-
port, and security,” Judge Henry
F. Floyd wrote. “Denying same-
sex couples this choice prohibits
them from participating fully in
our society, which is precisely
the type of segregation that the
Fourteenth Amendment cannot 
countenance.”

The 2-1 ruling applies through-
out the circuit that also includes
West Virginia, Maryland, and the
Carolinas, where the attorneys 
general split Monday on what
they’ll do next. North Carolina’s 
top lawman, Roy Cooper, quick-
ly announced that he will stop 
defending his state’s ban, but a
spokesman said South Carolina’s
attorney general, Alan Wilson, 
sees no need to change course. 

Private drone
intrudes on
wildfire fight

MARK CROSSE, THE FRESNO BEE/AP

A helicopter hovers above a home as it prepares 
to dip water from the nearby Merced River in El 
Portal, Calif., on Monday .

Same-sex marriage
ban overruled in Va.
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 BY KARIN LAUB 
AND PETER ENAV

The Associated Press

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — Israel on Tues-
day unleashed its heaviest bombardment in 
its 3-week-old war against Hamas, striking 
symbols of the militant group’s control in 
Gaza and firing tank shells that Palestin-
ian officials said shut down the strip’s only 
power plant.

Thick black smoke from the plant’s burn-
ing fuel tank rose for hours. The station’s 
shutdown further disrupted the supply 
of electricity and water to the 1.7 million 
people packed into the narrow Palestinian 
coastal territory.

On Tuesday evening, residents of the 
sprawling Jebaliya refugee camp in north-
ern Gaza reported intense tank shelling. 
Ten members of an extended family were 
killed and 50 other people wounded in the 
area, Palestinian health officials said. Two 
brothers driving in a car with markings of a 
U.N. aid agency were killed by shrapnel, an 
area resident said.

“It was like an earthquake,” Moussa 
al-Mabhouh, a volunteer for Gaza’s Civil 
Defense, said of the scene. “Roofs col-
lapsed, walls cracked and wounded people 
everywhere.”

The heavy strikes — which came a day 
after Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
on Monday warned of a “prolonged” cam-
paign against Hamas — were a new blow to 
international efforts to reach a sustainable 
truce in the fighting.

Israel has vowed to stop the Hamas rock-
et and mortar fire that has reached increas-
ingly deeper into its territory and to destroy 
a sophisticated network of tunnels that have 
been used by the militants to infiltrate the 
Jewish state. For its part, Hamas has so 
far rejected cease-fire efforts unless its de-
mands are met, including a lifting of a pun-
ishing blockade.

At least 1,175 Palestinians have been 
killed since the start of fighting July 8, in-
cluding at least 100 on Tuesday, Palestinian 
health official Ashraf al-Kidra said.

The dead included multiple members of 
at least five families who were pulled from 
the rubble Tuesday after airstrikes and tank 
shelling struck their homes, including the 
mayor of a refugee camp and his 70-year-
old father, according to Palestinian health 
officials and the Palestinian Red Crescent.

Israel has reported 53 soldiers and three 
civilians killed.

Already, the intensity and the scope of 
the current Gaza operation is on par with 
an invasion five years ago  that ended with 
Israel unilaterally withdrawing after hit-
ting Hamas hard.

On Tuesday, Israeli warplanes carried 
out dozens of attacks, leveling the home 
of the top Hamas leader in Gaza, Ismail 
Haniyeh, and damaging the offices of the 
movement’s Al-Aqsa satellite TV station, a 
central mosque in Gaza City and govern-
ment offices.

Haniyeh’s house, in a narrow alley of the 
Shati refugee camp, was reduced to rubble 
but no one was hurt. Residents placed a 
large framed portrait of Haniyeh atop the 
wreckage and draped it with green Hamas 

flags and Palestinian national banners.
Israel has targeted several homes of 

Hamas leaders, but none has been killed 
— presumably because they have kept a low 
profile. Haniyeh said in a statement Tues-
day that “destroying stones will not break 
our determination.”

The scene at the Gaza power plant after 
two tank shells hit one of three fuel tanks 
was daunting. “We need at least one year 
to repair the power plant, the turbines, the 
fuel tanks and the control room,” said Fathi 
Sheik Khalil, of the Gaza Energy Authority. 
“Everything was burned.”

He said crewmembers who had been 
trapped by the fire for several hours were 
evacuated.

Even before the shutdown, Gaza residents 
 had electricity for only about three hours a 
day because fighting had damaged power 
lines. Most of the power lines from Israel 
that provided electricity for payment were 
previously damaged in the fighting.

That means most of Gaza will now be 
without power. The lack of electricity will 
also affect water supplies, since power is 
needed to operate water pumps.

Lt. Col. Peter Lerner, an Israeli mili-
tary spokesman, did not comment on the 
explosion at the plant but told The Associ-
ated Press that Israel’s latest strikes signal 
“a gradual increase in the pressure” on 
Hamas.

Israel is “determined to strike this orga-
nization and relieve us of this threat,” Le-
rner said.

International calls for an unconditional 
cease-fire have been mounting in recent 
days as the extent of the destruction in Gaza 
became more apparent. 

Tens of thousands of Gazans have been 
displaced by fighting in the border areas, 
which have come under heavy tank fire.

In the West Bank, Yasser Abed Rabbo, 
the secretary general of the Palestine Lib-
eration Organization, called for a 24-hour 
cease-fire and said the offer was made after 
consultations with Hamas and the smaller 
Islamic Jihad group.

However, Izzat Rishq, a senior Hamas of-
ficial in exile, said his group wanted to hear 
from Israel first.

Israeli government spokesman Mark 
Regev declined comment. 

Wednesday, July 30, 2014

WORLD

 BY BRADLEY KLAPPER 
AND DONNA CASSATA

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Democratic and Re-
publican members of Congress scrambled
Tuesday to seal a $225 million boost to
Israel’s Iron Dome missile defense system 
before they break this week for a month-
long recess.

As the Gaza war escalates, Israel is prov-
ing to be among the few subjects uniting
lawmakers. Members of both parties have 
introduced legislation backing the Jewish
state, condemning the Palestinian mili-
tant group Hamas and seeking a tougher 
Iran policy. Iron Dome is the priority, but
the House and Senate are at odds over
process.

No money for Israel will be included in a
larger House spending bill focused on bor-
der security, Rep. Hal Rogers, R-Ky., the
Appropriations Committee’s Republican

chairman, said Tues-
day. He said military 
support for Israel 
would be addressed 
separately, though 
not necessarily this
week. That means
the effort could slip 
to September.

The Republican-
led House’s approach
is at odds with the
Democratic-con-
trolled Senate, which
wants the Iron Dome
money approved with
border security and
wildfire assistance
in a single pack-

age before lawmakers take their break on
Thursday or Friday.

 Amid a daily barrage of Palestinian rock-
et fire, Iron Dome has been credited with 
knocking hundreds out of the sky. Even as
the Obama administration presses for a
cease-fire, it has backed Israel’s request 
to replenish its missile defense stockpiles
while it is fighting, with Defense Secretary
Chuck Hagel asking Congress to approve
the measure.

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell,  R-Ky., said he supported Hagel’s re-
quest because Iron Dome “has afforded
Israel some protection from indiscrimi-
nate rockets.”

He has proposed a separate measure,
which Majority Leader Harry Reid, D.-
Nev.,  signaled he might be open to.

But McConnell criticized efforts that he
said would impose a cease-fire on Israel
that doesn’t meet its military objectives
and rewards Hamas for a “campaign of
terror.”

“I support any effort which brings this 
campaign to an end in a manner that in-
creases Israel’s security,” McConnell said 
Tuesday. “That means that Hamas cannot
be left with a large stockpile of missiles
and rockets, cannot be left with infiltration
tunnels — they must be destroyed. Hamas
cannot be allowed to aggressively rest, refit 
and build up weapons stockpiles.”  

House Republican aides said the Senate
could deal with the issue as a freestanding
bill that the House would easily approve.

“There’ll be strong bipartisan support 
for Iron Dome. There always has been in
a situation like this,” said Rep. Tom Cole, 
a Republican. 

Lawmakers 
try to seal 
$225M boost
in Israel aid

PHOTOS BY ADEL HANA/AP

Smoke rises from the Gaza power plant after it was hit by Israeli strikes on the 
Nusseirat Refugee Camp in central Gaza Strip on Tuesday .

Israel hits 
symbols of 
Hamas rule

A Palestinian worker carries a mattress from a destroyed carton factory  in the camp .

‘ It was like an earthquake. Roofs collapsed, walls 
cracked and wounded people everywhere. ’

Moussa al-Mabhouh
Gaza Civil Defense volunteer

‘ Hamas 
cannot be 
allowed to 
aggressively  
rest, refit 
and build 
up weapons 
stockpiles. ’

Sen. Mitch 
McConnell

R-Ky.

Military campaign in Gaza 
escalated, killing scores
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UKRAINE UNREST

 BY MSTYSKAV CHERNOV
AND PETER LEONARD

The Associated Press

DONETSK, Ukraine — Shell-
ing in at least three cities in 
eastern Ukraine has hit a home 
for the elderly, a school and sev-
eral apartment blocks, adding to 
a rapidly growing civilian death 
toll Tuesday.

Among the victims were five 
people killed when the home for 
the elderly was struck by artil-
lery fire in Luhansk, according 
to the separatist rebels in control 
there. Russian television showed 
images of bodies in wheelchairs 
covered with blankets.

In Donetsk, another rebel 
stronghold under fire by the 
Ukrainian forces, at least one 
person was killed when several 
shells hit an apartment block in 
the early afternoon.

An Associated Press reporter 
saw gaping holes in the side of 
a nine-story apartment block 
after it was fired on. Around 50 
people took refuge in a nearby 
underground car park, and the 
area was heavy with the smell of 
household gas.

One resident, Lyubov Skorikh, 
ran out of her home after an ex-
plosion to seek shelter only to dis-
cover the body of her husband, 
Vladimir.

“I ran out. ... An old woman told 
me, ‘Look, there is a man lying 
there.’ I didn’t even think that 
could be my husband,” she said. 
“But then I saw the shoes; they 
were his shoes. Do you under-
stand? His shoes! My God, I lived 
with him for 45 years; he was 
such a good person.”

The government has refrained 
to date from attacks on the center 
of Donetsk, and direct strikes on 
the city may mark an escalation 

in efforts to break the rebels’ re-
solve there.

The use of unguided rockets 
in fighting between government 
troops and pro-Russia separatist 
rebels has been causing a notable 
increase in casualties in recent 
days and drawn criticism from 
the U.N. and rights groups.

With turmoil raging across a 
swathe of Ukraine’s troubled east, 
international investigators were 
again prevented Tuesday from 
visiting the site of the Malaysia 
Airlines jet shot down earlier this 
month.

Ukraine security spokesman 
Andriy Lysenko said that rebels 
had blocked the railroad out of 
Luhansk, barring residents from 
leaving the city.

“If we were earlier able to orga-
nize additional trains to and from 
Luhansk, to Kiev, now they have 
completely blocked the railway 
line,” Lysenko said.

Lysenko also accused separat-
ist fighters of using children as 
human shields and stopping cars 
from leaving Luhansk. It was not 
immediately possible to confirm 
those claims.

In Horlivka, a city besieged by 
government troops, the mayor’s 
office reported Tuesday that 17 
people, including three children, 
were killed as a result of shelling.

The mayor’s office said there 
has been major damage to many 
homes and government offices in 
the center of the city. It also said 
the top floor of a school was de-
stroyed as a result of direct hit 
from a shell.

Rebels accuse the govern-
ment of indiscriminately using 
heavy artillery against residen-
tial neighborhoods in areas under 
their control.

A U.N. monitoring mission in 
Ukraine says there has been an 

alarming buildup of heavy weap-
onry in civilian areas of Donetsk 
and Luhansk — including artil-
lery, tanks, rockets and missiles 
that are being used to inflict in-
creasing casualties and damage 
to civilian infrastructure.

The U.N. said in a report this 
week that use of such weaponry 
could amount to a violation of in-
ternational humanitarian law.

“There is an increase in the use 
of heavy weaponry in areas that 
are basically surrounded by pub-
lic buildings,” said Gianni Maga-
zzeni, head of the U.N. office’s 
branch that oversees Ukraine. 
“All international law needs to be 
applied and fully respected.”

Ukraine’s government has 
stated that it has banned use of 
artillery in heavily resided areas 
and in turn accuses separatists of 
targeting civilians in an effort to 
discredit the army.

The U.N. report acknowledged 
the government’s promise not to 
bombard the cities of Donetsk 
and Luhansk. However, it said 
that “people trapped in areas 
controlled by the armed groups 
continue to be killed as the heavy 
shelling continues from both 
sides. Questions arise about the 
conformity of these attacks with 
the rules governing the conduct 
of hostilities.”

The U.N. called for a “full and 
impartial investigation” of all in-

cidents where civilians have been 
killed.

New York-based Human Rights 
Watch has been more categorical 
in its accusations against the gov-
ernment and last week produced 
what it said was evidence the 
army had fired on houses in the 
suburbs of Donetsk.

The overall death toll has been 
steadily rising. The U.N. has said 
that at least 1,129 people were 
killed between mid-April, when 
fighting began, and July 26.

Ukrainian troops have for 
several days encroached on the 
outskirts of Horlivka, which is 
just north of the regional center 
and the main rebel stronghold, 
Donetsk.

Heavy fighting has also spread 
to other areas in the region, in-
cluding towns not far from the 
crash site of Malaysia Airlines 
Flight 17.

Lysenko said Tuesday that 10 
soldiers were killed and another 
55 wounded in fighting over the 
past day.

A team of Dutch and Austra-
lian police officers and forensic 
experts is currently stationed in 
Donetsk in the hope of traveling 
to the fields where the Boeing 777 
came down.

For the third day running, the 
delegation has been forced to 
cancel plans to travel to the area 
of the wreckage. 

Shelling adds to
mounting civilian
toll in Ukraine

EU adopts 
tough new 
sanctions
on Russia

 BY JOHN-THOR DAHLBURG 
The Associated Press

BRUSSELS — Frustrated by the
apparent ineffectiveness of previ-
ous sanctions and outraged by the 
deaths of 298 people aboard the
Malaysia Airlines plane downed 
over eastern Ukraine, the Europe-
an Union adopted tough new eco-
nomic sanctions against Russia on 
Tuesday, two diplomats said.

The measures include an arms
embargo, a ban on the sale of dual
use and sensitive technologies and
a ban on the sale of bonds and 
equities by state-owned Russian
banks in European capital mar-
kets, the diplomats told The Asso-
ciated Press.

The ambassadors also added
eight names to the list of people 
subject to EU-wide asset freezes 
and travel bans, including four
people close to Russian President
Vladimir Putin, another EU offi-
cial said. They also put three more
entities on the list of companies 
and organizations subject to EU
sanctions because of their alleged
actions against Ukraine’s sover-
eignty or territorial integrity, that
official said.

The officials spoke on condition
of anonymity because they were 
not authorized to comment pub-
licly on the matter.

The measures were decided at a 
meeting of ambassadors from the
EU’s 28 member countries.

Europe, which has a much big-
ger trade relationship with Russia
than the U.S., had lagged behind
Washington in its earlier punitive
measures, in part out of concern
from leaders that the penalties 
could hurt their own economies.
But on Monday, in a rare video-
conference call with President 
Barack Obama, the leaders of Brit-
ain, Germany, Italy and France 
expressed their willingness to 
adopt new sanctions against Rus-
sia in coordination with the United
States, a French statement said.

A spokesman for British Prime
Minister David Cameron said it 
was agreed the EU should adopt a
“strong package of sectoral sanc-
tions as swiftly as possible.”

Until now, the trade bloc has
targeted only specific individuals,
businesses or rebel groups.

The Western nations are de-
manding Russia halt the alleged
supply of arms to Ukrainian sepa-
ratists and other actions that de-
stabilize the situation in eastern
Ukraine.

 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Obama 
administration accused Russia of 
conducting tests in violation of a 
1987 nuclear missile treaty, call-
ing the breach “a very serious 
matter” and going public with al-
legations that have simmered for 
some time.

The treaty confrontation comes 
at a highly strained time between 
President Barack Obama and 

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
over Russia’s intervention in 
Ukraine and Putin’s grant of asy-
lum to National Security Agency 
leaker Edward Snowden.

An administration official said 
Obama notified Putin of the U.S. 
determination in a letter Monday. 
The finding will be included in a 
State Department annual report 
on compliance with arms control 
treaties to be released Tuesday.

The U.S. says Russia tested a 

new ground-launched cruise mis-
sile, breaking the Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces Treaty that 
President Ronald Reagan signed 
with Soviet leader Mikhail Gor-
bachev. Russian officials say they 
have looked into the allegations 
and consider the matter closed.

The Obama administration has 
expressed its concern over pos-
sible violations before, but this is 
the first time that the administra-
tion has formally accused Russia 

of violating the treaty.   
Two officials said the U.S. is 

prepared to hold high-level dis-
cussions on the issue immediately 
and want assurances that Russia 
will comply with the treaty re-
quirements going forward. 

The officials spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity because they 
were not authorized to discuss the 
sensitive issue publicly by name 
ahead of Tuesday’s report.  

US accuses Russia of violating 1987 nuclear missile treaty

DMITRY LOVETSKY/AP

A woman rushes into her house  during the shelling at a residential 
apartment house in Donetsk, eastern Ukraine, on Tuesday .

‘ There is an increase in the use of heavy 
weaponry in areas that are basically 
surrounded by public buildings. ’

Gianni Magazzeni
head of the U.N. office’s branch that oversees Ukraine
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  BY KRISTA LARSON
 AND MARIA CHENG

The Associated Press

DAKAR, Senegal — No one 
knows for sure just how many 
people Patrick Sawyer came into 
contact with the day he boarded 
a flight in Liberia, had a stopover 
in Ghana, changed planes in Togo, 
and then arrived in Nigeria, where 
authorities say he died days later 
from Ebola, one of the deadliest 
diseases known to man.

Now health workers are scram-
bling to trace those who may have 
been exposed to Sawyer across 
West Africa, including flight at-
tendants and fellow passengers.

Health experts say it is unlikely 
he could have infected others with 
the virus that can cause victims 
to bleed from the eyes, mouth and 
ears. Still, unsettling questions 
remain: How could a man whose 
sister recently died from Ebola 
manage to board a plane leaving 
the country? And worse: Could 
Ebola become the latest disease 
to be spread by international air 
travel?

The Togo-based West African 
airline that transported  Sawyer 
last week said Tuesday it’s now 
suspending flights to the two cit-
ies hardest hit by  Ebola.

A statement from Asky Airlines 
said that it was temporarily halt-
ing flights to the capitals of Libe-
ria and Sierra Leone.

Sawyer’s death on Friday has 
led to tighter screening of airline 
passengers in West Africa, where 
an unprecedented outbreak that 
emerged in March has killed more 
than 670 people in Guinea, Sierra 
Leone and Liberia. But some 
health authorities expressed little 
confidence in such precautions.

“The best thing would be if peo-
ple did not travel when they were 
sick, but the problem is people 
won’t say when they’re sick,” said 
Dr. David Heymann, professor of 
infectious diseases at the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine. “They will lie in order 
to travel, so it is doubtful travel 
recommendations would have a 
big impact.”

“The important thing is for 
countries to be prepared when 
they get patients infected with 
Ebola, that they are isolated, fam-
ily members are told what to do 
and health workers take the right 
steps.”

The World Health Organization 
is awaiting laboratory confirma-
tion after Nigerian health authori-
ties said Sawyer tested positive for 

Ebola, WHO spokesman Gregory 
Hartl said. The WHO has not rec-
ommended any travel restrictions 
since the outbreak came to light.

 The risk of travelers contracting 
Ebola is considered low because it 
requires direct contact with bodi-
ly fluids or secretions . 

Patients are contagious only 
once the disease has progressed 
to the point they show symptoms, 
according to the WHO.  

Still, witnesses say Sawyer, 40, 
a Liberian Finance Ministry em-
ployee en route to a conference 

in Nigeria, was vomiting and had 
diarrhea aboard at least one of 
his flights with some 50 other 
passengers aboard. Ebola can be 
contracted from traces of feces or 
vomit, experts say.

Sawyer was immediately quar-
antined upon arrival in Lagos — a 
city of 21 million people — and 
Nigerian authorities say his fellow 
travelers were advised of Ebola’s 
symptoms and then were allowed 
to leave. The incubation period 
can be as long as 21 days, mean-
ing anyone infected may not fall ill 

for several weeks.
Health officials rely on “con-

tact tracing” — locating anyone
who may have been exposed, and
then anyone who may have come
into contact with that person. That
may prove impossible, given that
other passengers journeyed on to
dozens of other cities.

 International travel has made 
the spread of disease via airplanes
almost routine. Outbreaks of mea-
sles, polio and cholera have been
traced back to countries thou-
sands of miles away.  

JONATHAN PAYE-LAYLEH/AP

 People hang out in a street in Monrovia, Liberia, on Monday under a banner which warns people to be 
cautious about Ebola.  

Officials attempt to trace passengers 
exposed to Ebola by Liberian traveler

Health workers
spread the word

 BY RAF CASERT

The Associated Press 

BRUSSELS — A special Eu-
ropean Union prosecutor said 
Tuesday he had “compelling in-
dications” that up to 10 captives 
were killed to have their organs 
harvested for illegal trafficking 
and black market sale during the 
1998-99 Kosovo war.

The revelation was part of a 
presentation on a 2½-year inves-
tigation into atrocities that also 
largely confirmed human right 
reports that there was a campaign 
of persecution of Serb, Roma and 
other minorities by some people 
in the rebel Kosovo Liberation 
Army.

Clint Williamson, the chief 
prosecutor, said the Special In-
vestigative Task Force would in 
the future be “in a position to file 
an indictment against certain se-
nior officials of the former Kosovo 
Liberation Army” for a series of 
crimes, including killings, disap-
pearances, camp detentions and 
sexual violence.

The killing for organ harvest-
ing has long been a key aspect of 

the probe. Williamson said that 
the level of evidence was not yet 
sufficient to prosecute the alleged 
crimes.

The EU 
probe fol-
lowed a 2011 
Council of 
Europe re-
port alleg-
ing that the 
rebel KLA 
ran deten-
tion camps 
on Albania’s 
border dur-
ing Koso-

vo’s war for independence from 
Serbia. It alleged that civilian 
captives were killed there and 
their organs sold as part of an il-
legal trade linked to senior KLA 
commanders.

Without naming any individu-
als, Williamson said that “there 
are compelling indications that 
this practice did occur.” He went 
to lengths to make clear the al-
leged harvesting was not a whole-
sale practice, rejecting claims of 
hundreds of victims. Some 400 
people — mostly Kosovo Serbs 

— disappeared near the end of 
the war.

“Handful was meant literally
— 10,” Williamson said, holding 
up two hands with outstretched 
fingers. “That is the approximate 
range of the number.

“The fact that it occurred on a
limited scale does not diminish 
the savagery of such a crime,” he 
said.

About 10,000 people died in 
Kosovo’s 1998-99 war for inde-
pendence before NATO inter-
vened to force Serbia to end its
brutal crackdown against Kosovo
separatists and pull its troops out 
of the territory.

Serbia has vowed never to rec-
ognize the independence of its 
former province, which many 
Serbians consider their nation’s
heartland.

In Belgrade, Serbia’s war
crimes prosecutor, Vladimir
Vukcevic, told The Associated
Press that Tuesday’s announce-
ment “crowns a big effort on our
part and shows that we were right 
when we said that war crimes had
been committed and that organ
trafficking took place.” 

EU prosecutor says some captives’ 
organs harvested during Kosovo war

Williamson

Remembering ferry victims
A  woman ties a  ribbon  for missing passengers and survivors of the 
sunken ferry Sewol  at a group memorial altar Monday in Seoul, 
South Korea . S tudents who survived the April disaster testified 
Tuesday, the second day of the trial of 15 crewmembers,  that they 
are still haunted by the sinking and they demanded crewmembers 
be punished for abandoning the ship. 

LEE JIN-MAN/AP
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Study uses computer games to 
test canine cognition

 Psychology major Brenden Wall monitors Cleo as she 
ponders which shape will result in the reward of her 
favorite treat during   their work June 3 in Illinois 
 Wesleyan University’s comparative cognition 
laboratory  in Bloomington, Ill .  

DAVID PROEBER, 
THE (BLOOMINGTON, ILL.) PANTAGRAPH/AP

BY DAN CRAFT

The (Bloomington, Ill.) Pantagraph

BLOOMINGTON, Ill. — In a research lab at 
Illinois Wesleyan University, Cleo nose — er, 
knows — the score.

One moist touch of this side of the computer 
screen with her snout, and the 10-year-old 
Australian Shepherd mix will ring the bell that 
rewards her with some delicious chicken-and-
lamb jerky treats.

If her nose presses the other side, she gets 
rewarded, too, but with a rude buzzer sound, 
and a lesser treat — kibbles, ho-hum.

To earn a tossed bone, as it were, a dog does 
what a dog has to do.

Sometimes colored shapes are the computer 
screen’s cues for guiding where her nose goes. 
Sometimes colors provide the cues (easy on 
the reds and greens, which are the color-blind 
weaknesses of man’s best friend).

Whether the cues are shape- or color-based, 
high-octane Cleo’s interest never fl ags, her 
moist nose swabbing the screen with a confi -
dent swagger befi tting her Computer Rock Star 
nickname.

Because Cleo was fed only half her regular 
breakfast portion today, she’s not being too 
persnickety now as lunchtime approaches. 
Upbeat ring-tone or rude buzzer, she gets fed. 
And her moist, ever-alert nose gets a workout 
at the computer.

Cleo’s owner, Ellen Furlong, described her 
as “a loud woman” with a “high need for cogni-
tion and stimulation.”

That might explain why, at age 10 (70 in hu-
man years), Cleo looks half as old and recently 
ran a marathon with her owner.

She’s also a bone-afi de brainiac, especially 
when it comes to Furlong’s research into 
animal cognition and enrichment techniques 
at Illinois Wesleyan University. In the Com-
parative Cognition Lab of IWU’s Center for 
Natural Sciences, Furlong, an assistant profes-
sor of psychology, is working with her student 
researchers, Brenden Wall and Jeff Toraason, 

in developing computer games.
But not for us.
“In our labs, we are asking about 

social cognition decision-making, using 
choice paths between the two out-
comes,” said Furlong, who joined the 
IWU faculty a year ago.

Furlong and her researchers are 
working toward practical application 
of their fi ndings via computer games 
for mobile devices like iPads.

Future research could mean cus-
tomizing apps to allow for cognitive 
distinctions between various breeds.

Having spent considerable time testing 
the decision-making skills of monkeys off the 
coast of Puerto Rico, Furlong is impressed 
by the cognitive powers and prowess of her 
canine subjects.

“They display pretty signifi cant learning 
abilities, and they outshine many other spe-
cies in terms of social skills … they un-
derstand really complex 
social things primates 
don’t,” Furlong 
said.

“They are 
incredibly 
sophisti-
cated … so-
cially savvy 
… really 
good at math 
… and overall 
just very in-
telligent. And, 
unlike working 
chimpanzees, 
we aren’t at 
risk of losing 
a fi nger as 
we learn 
these 
things.”
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NATION

 BY CAITLIN DEWEY

The Washington Post

For most of her teens, Lacey Phipps 
couldn’t get out of her wheelchair, afflicted 
by twisted, deformed clubfeet so severe 
that 11 surgeries failed to fix them. She 
saw orthopedist after orthopedist. She 
downed pain pills and went under the knife 
for corrective surgeries that never helped. 
Then  in July 2012, she made a radical deci-
sion that would scandalize her family and 
change her life.

“Chop them off!” Phipps said of her feet. 
“I got tired of sitting in a wheelchair — re-
ally, really tired,” she sa id of that moment, 
in the slight lilt of rural Ireland where she 
 grew up. “I got tired of watching everyone 
else go out and not be able to do anything 
myself.”

Now fitted with two below-the-knee 
prostheses, Phipps, 24, bikes to school, 
goes rock climbing on weekends and plays 
forward in the intramural soccer league at 
Texas Tech University, where she is a se-
nior. She Irish dances with a local troupe 
and hits the gym three times  per week.

Far from an anomaly, Phipps is one of 
what doctors and other experts say is a 
growing number of young, active patients 
who are changing the way medicine sees 
amputation.

Historically, doctors have sought to pre-
serve limbs at any cost. But as prosthetics 
have advanced, spurred on in part by in-
juries incurred in the wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, and as young patients demand 
treatments that will allow them busier, 
more athletic lives, the emphasis has shift-
ed. Where elective amputation would have 
been anathema 10 or 15 years ago, it’s now 
seen as a viable option for a range of birth 
defects and traumas.

“The way we look at it now is more about 
function,” sa id Chris Attinger, a plastic 
surgeon and specialist in limb salvage at 
MedStar Georgetown University Hospital 
in Washington. “We ask the patient,  ‘What 
do you want to do?’ ”

 By all accounts, Phipps’ case shouldn’t 
even have gotten that far. Clubfoot, a com-
mon, congenital birth defect that twists the 
feet out of position and makes it difficult 
to walk, affects roughly one of every 1,000 
newborns. In the United States, more than 
95 percent of cases are cured in infancy 
without surgery, using a series of plaster 
casts called the Ponseti Method that grad-
ually realigns the foot.

But Phipps, who was born in Fort Worth, 
Texas, but grew up in a remote, Gaelic-
speaking region of Ireland, endured re-
peated surgeries by doctors who either 
didn’t know about the casting method or 
didn’t believe it would work. On one occa-
sion, a surgeon operated on her without an-
esthesia, giving her a flour-filled medical 
glove to squeeze for the pain. On another, a 
doctor joked to Phipps that he’d just cut her 
legs off while she was knocked out — caus-
ing Phipps, then just a small girl, to cry so 
hard the surgery had to be postponed.

Each failed operation only made Phipps’ 
condition worse, further deforming her 
feet and forcing her, little by little, from 
crutches to a wheelchair, where she sa id 
she spent 99 percent of her time. By the 
time she, her mother and a twin sister 
moved to the United States in 2006, Phipps 

had no bones left in her ankles. Her tibia 
sat directly on her heel bones, grinding to-
gether whenever she moved.

The pain was excruciating. At age 13, 
Phipps began a daily dose of morphine 
that would make her sleep for 13 hours 
 per night and would force her to nod off 
in class. That was only the first in a long, 
ever-rotating line of medications: baclofen 
to relax her muscles, Lyrica to dull nerve 
pain, metoprolol and gabapentin to coun-
teract the various side effects and compli-
cations she developed.

“If you [had gone] to my house, it [looked] 
like a dispensary,” she quip ped, with “20 
bottles [of different medicines]. Bottles 
everywhere.”

 Amputation had circled around in her 
mind for years, since that first insensi-
tive doctor mentioned the possibility when 
she was a girl. But her grandmother said 
no man would marry a woman without 
legs, and her mother sobbed at the very 
thought.

Amputation isn’t as simple as lopping off 
a leg and putting on a prosthetic in its place, 
explain ed Attinger, the MedStar George-

town surgeon. A huge range of factors, in-
cluding the length of the stub left after the 
surgery and the structure of its bones, af-
fects how a prosthesis will fit. Once a patient 
receives one, it requires lifelong adjustment 
as the stub changes size and shape.

Fortunately, both amputations and pros-
theses have come a long way in the past 10 
years. Phipps sa id recent advances in the 
field didn’t influence her decision to am-
putate, but there’s no doubt they affected 
her treatment and how doctors responded 
to her request.

Before the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
amputations primarily were performed on 
the old and the infirm, frequently diabe-
tes patients. But the soldiers who had lost 
legs to roadside bombs or other injuries 
were young, and they wanted more from 
their prosthetics than traditional patients 
did  — the ability to walk , to run ,   even to 
ski and snowboard  — as Zach Harvey, for-
merly the chief prosthetist at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center, discovered when he 
moved to Breckenridge, Colo.  

“It’s really interesting how the military 
pushed the limits” of prosthetic technology, 
Harvey said. “We were constantly pushed 
at Walter Reed. They [injured soldiers] just 
didn’t want to accept any limitations.”

The pushing paid off. Research and devel-
opment conducted at Walter Reed, as well 
as at other government-funded facilities 
and private companies, made huge advanc-
es in prostheses: stronger socket materials 
that didn’t become brittle or break with 
use; gel liners to sculpt to uneven bone; so-
phisticated knees and ankles loaded with 
microprocessors and gyroscopes to mimic 
the action of natural joints.

 Many of those advances have since trick-
led out into the civilian marketplace, where 
they benefit patients such as Phipps.

 Phipps had her right foot and lower right 
leg amputated in July 2012, then the left 
in mid- December of that year. Performed 
at a hospital in Texas, the surgeries were 
relatively uncomplicated and sparked no 
last-minute hesitation: two clean cuts, a 
week in the hospital (visited often by col-
lege friends) and a month in a rehab center 
getting used to her prostheses. But her new 
legs weighed too much and fit too loosely, 

tripping Phipps whenever she tried to get
out of her wheelchair.

Phipps had heard about a Leesburg, V a.-
based prosthetist named John Hattingh,
who — like TV’s Dr. House — specializes
in difficult cases, and she got in touch with 
him. On Facebook, he was promising free 
prostheses if a patient had run out of op-
tions elsewhere. Phipps discussed her situ-
ation with him — the repeat surgeries, her 
continuing struggle to walk — and soon
she was selected for the prostheses. In July
of last year, Hattingh and his wife flew
Phipps  from Texas and installed her in 
their guest room. Hattingh, who has made
a point of donating his services through-
out his career, describes it as an act of
“humanitarianism.”

 It took Phipps more than 37 days to recu-
perate after her amputations. But in Hat-
tingh’s clinic, she learned to walk again in
three. From there, it was only a few months 
until she was scrambling up a rock wall at 
Texas Tech. In late February, she tackled
Palo Duro Canyon’s most difficult trail 
with her twin sister and older brother, who
also live in Texas. They made the 300-foot
descent in just over two hours.

“I am setting out to defy what soci-
ety thinks about what is possible” is how 
Phipps put it on her “Feet Are Overrated”
adventure blog, which is filled with updates 
on her mountain biking and trail hiking.

 Phipps was back in Leesburg last De-
cember for adjustments to her prostheses.
She’s so active that she keeps breaking 
them.

Sitting in a wheelchair in Hattingh’s 
workshop, her stumps slung nonchalantly 
over the edge of a work table, Phipps watch-
es Hattingh disassemble her leg and chat-
ters easily about the things she’s excited 
to return to in Texas. Soccer. Irish dance.
Her studies. She plans to become a pedi-
atric orthopedist, so she can help children
like the one she once was. So she can show 
them, in effect, that there is hope — even if 
the best solution is counterintuitive.

“Everyone is so hung up on having the
perfect child,” Phipps said. “All 10 toes, all
10 fingers. It’s better to be without them 
than be in pain.

“I never missed them.” 

In pain, woman 
chooses to 
have clubfeet 
amputated

PHOTOS BY ERICH SCHLEGEL/The Washington Post

Lacey Phipps leaves her prosthetic feet behind to go paddling at Rio Vista Park in San Marcos, Texas, in May.  

Lacey Phipps takes off her prosthetic 
feet during a break from kayaking . Born 
with clubfeet, she had them removed 
after surgeries left her in constant pain. 

‘I never 
missed 

them’
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was drunk.
The accident happened about 

4 a.m. Saturday in Setauket on 
Long Island.

Suffolk County police said Law-
rence Pagano, 23, called 911 after 
his car struck Krystal Berkow-
itz, 21. Police determined that 
Berkowitz had gotten out of Paga-
no’s car and had begun walking 
home. Police said Pagano tried to 
pull over to talk to Berkowitz but 
instead hit her with his vehicle.

Berkowitz, of Stony Brook, was 
pronounced dead at the scene.

Pagano, of Coram, was arrest-
ed on a charge of driving while 
intoxicated.  

Man accused of illegal 
towing at gay festival

FL ORLANDO — Authori-
ties have arrested a 

man they say illegally towed cars 

during Orlando’s 2014 Gay Days 
celebration.

Orange County Sheriff depu-
ties arrested Jason Combs, 45, 
for towing more than 100 vehicles 
between June 5 and June 9. The 
annual festivities draw tens of 
thousands to the area. The arrest 
came after numerous complaints 
that Combs’ ASAP Towing com-
pany targeted victims based on 
their sexual orientation.

 Authorities said ASAP Towing 
made at least $16,000 towing the 
cars but lacked permission to do 
so. Investigators are also looking 
into collusion with cab companies 
who lined up to take the drivers to 
the tow lot. Combs is charged with 
29 counts of grand theft auto. 

UPS driver charged with 
stealing dozens of guns 

CA RIVERSIDE — A 
Southern California 

UPS delivery driver was arrested 
Friday and accused of stealing 
dozens of shipped guns that were 
sold on the black market, federal 
prosecutors said.

Curtis Hays, 36, of Rancho 
Cucamonga, was taken into cus-
tody on a federal indictment filed 
Wednesday in federal court in 
Riverside.

 In 2012, the delivery driver al-
legedly stole packages containing 
72 weapons at the UPS shipping 
hub in Ontario, east of Los Ange-
les, according to the indictment.

The guns were bound for a 
Turner’s Outdoorsman sporting 
goods store in Rancho Cucamon-
ga and included .22-caliber rifles, 
.12-gauge shotguns and .22-cali-
ber and .45-caliber pistols, au-
thorities said.

He also stole more than $7,000 
worth of jewelry and some cell-
phones, prosecutors alleged. From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

.05
The percent-
age of bacteria 
spread by a fist 
bump as com-
pared to a regu-
lar handshake. 

According to a study published online 
in the American Journal of Infection 
Control, high-fives also spread fewer
germs than handshakes — less than
half. The importance of hand hygiene 
is nothing new in medicine. But the
researchers realized that while a lot
of studies focused on hands getting 
germy from touching doorknobs and
other surfaces, only a few had looked
at handshakes.

Bathroom cameras may 
have filmed hundreds 

DE NEWARK — State of-
ficials said hundreds of 

women may have been secretly 
videotaped from cameras found 
hidden in bathrooms at the Uni-
versity of Delaware.

On Friday, authorities an-
nounced the July 1 arrest of a 
University of Delaware gradu-
ate student after cameras were 
found in women’s restrooms on 
campus. They said Javier Men-
diola-Soto, 38, a doctoral student 
from Mexico, has been charged 
with 21 counts of felony violation 
of privacy and was being held in 
Wilmington. 

A lawyer for the suspect could 
not immediately be located.

 Man charged with
murder after chase

OH CINCINNATI —  A 
44-year-old southwest 

Ohio man was charged with ag-
gravated murder after police say 
he caused the death of a man dur-
ing a robbery before leading of-
ficers on a low-speed chase last 
weekend.

Christopher McFerron was 
initially facing charges includ-
ing inducing panic after a chase 
that lasted more than an hour 
Saturday in the western Cincin-
nati area. Police said he forced 
his wife out on Interstate 74 and 
continued driving with a gun to 
his head, ingesting heroin before 
he was caught.

The Cincinnati Enquirer re-
ported the aggravated murder 
charged was added Monday. 
Police alleged that McFerron 
caused the death of James Rol-
man, 72, who was abducted from 
the Lockland and found dead in 
his car Saturday morning.

McFerron appeared in court 
Monday. He did not enter a plea.  

Plane hits truck during 
emergency landing

NV RENO — A small air-
plane with engine trou-

ble struck a pickup truck during 
an emergency landing on a Ne-
vada highway Saturday morning, 
authorities said.

At least two people were aboard 
the plane and two people were in 
the truck when the collision oc-
curred about 9 a.m. on a rural 
two-lane section of Nevada Route 
445 about 20 miles  north of Reno, 
Nevada Highway Patrol Lt. Kevin 
Honea said.

All four escaped with minor in-
juries, Honea said.

 The truck was heading north on 
the 40-mile -long highway which 
links the Reno area and a desert 
lake. The plane, an experimental 
Thunder Mustang, was forced to 
land on the highway after losing 
power, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration spokesman Allen Kenitzer 
said.  

Cops: Driver kills friend 
in drunken accident

NY SETAUKET — Po-
lice in New York said 

an inebriated man ran over and 
killed a friend who had climbed 
out of his car and started walking 
home because she was worried he 

THE CENSUS

A lot of hot air
People walk around inside a partially inflated hot-air balloon at the 32nd annual OuickChek New Jersey 
Festival of Ballooning  in Readington, N.J.   Organizers say the event, staged at Solberg Airport,  is the 
largest summertime hot-air balloon and music festival in North America.

Police: Dad left boy, 2, 
alone to look for wife

AZ PHOENIX — An Ari-
zona man is facing 

charges after police said he left 
his 2-year-old son alone to look
for his wife while armed.

KNXV-TV reported that Kaleb 
Gage Pence was arrested  last
week in Phoenix after a relative
found the boy alone.

According to police, Pence, 21,
was spotted riding his motorcycle 
around an apartment complex 
and wearing a sidearm and car-
rying a rifle. Police said Pence
told apartment officials he was
undercover and showed a badge
that said “officer.”

Pence’s 2-year-old son was
later found home alone by Pence’s
grandfather. Pence was taken into 
custody and faces charges of im-
personating a peace officer and
child abuse. 

Man accused of killing 
girlfriend’s pet turtle

CT STONINGTON — Au-
thorities said a Con-

necticut man shot to death his 
girlfriend’s pet turtle.

Sgt. Louis Diamanti, Stoning-
ton’s animal control officer, al-
leged that Steven Richard, 31, 
used a BB gun rifle to shoot the 
turtle in the head Friday night
outside a home.

Police  responded after a neigh-
bor reported an argument between
Richard and the woman who lives
in the house. They discovered the 
dead turtle in the yard.

Police said Richard did not 
explain why he shot the pet. A 
phone listed for Richard had been
disconnected Monday. He was 
released on a promise to appear
Aug. 4 in court on a charge of cru-
elty to animals.

Diamanti said he does not know 
what type of turtle it was.  

MEL EVANS/AP
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FACES

BY MESFIN FEKADU

The Associated Press

L
ady Gaga is a bona fide pop star, but the singer says 
recording jazz music was easier than pop.

Gaga has spent two years recording an 
album of jazz standards with Tony Ben-
nett called “Cheek to Cheek,” to be re-
leased this fall.

“You know, it’s funny, but jazz comes a little more 
comfortable for me than pop music, than R&B 
music,” Gaga said in an interview Monday. “I’ve 
sang jazz since I was 13 years old, which is kind of 
like my little secret that Tony found out. So this is 
almost easier for me than anything else.”

Gaga made the comments with Bennett by her 
side ahead of the duo’s taped performance at Jazz at 
Lincoln Center in New York City, where her parents 
attended.

The 28-year-old and 87-year-old Bennett first col-
laborated on his Grammy-winning, platinum-sell-
ing 2011 album, “Duets II.” Bennett said fans will 
be impressed with Gaga’s vocal performance on the 
upcoming album.

“They’re going to say, ‘we had no idea she sings 
that well,’ ” he said.

“And they’re gonna say they had no idea that Tony 
dressed so crazy,” Gaga added, as Bennett smiled. 
“When you come out in your meat dress, Tony, no-
body is going to know what’s going on.”

“Cheek to Cheek” is Gaga’s first release 
since last year’s “Artpop.” Bennett released a 
collaborative album with Latin singers in 2012 
called “Viva Duets.”

The duo performed at the Montreal 
Jazz Festival this month and surprised 

high school students at the Frank 
Sinatra School of Arts, which was 

founded by Bennett, in Queens 
last month.

Gaga, who is currently on her 
“Artrave: The Artpop Ball” tour, 
says she is “actually happier than 
I’ve ever been.”

“There’s sixty years between us, 
and when we sing, there’s no dis-
tance,” she added about working 
with Bennett.

The Situation agrees to 
anger management classes

Former “Jersey Shore” star Michael 
Sorrentino, better known as The Situ-
ation, has agreed to take the classes as 
part of a deal to resolve simple assault 
charges he faced following a July 15 fight 
with his brother at their family’s tanning 
salon in Middletown Township, N.J.

A municipal court judge Monday 
accepted the deal and adjourned the 
matter for three months. If Sorrentino 
successfully completes the counseling 
program, the charge against him could 
be downgraded.

Sorrentino’s family — including his 
brother — attended the hearing. Their 
Boca Tanning Club is the setting for a 
new reality show about them.

The cast members of the MTV real-
ity show “Jersey Shore,” filmed in Sea-
side Heights, were known for their love 
of tanning and the motto GTL, or gym, 
tan, laundry. They also were known for 
a rowdy, partying lifestyle that resulted 
in some cast members getting in fights 
and some facing legal troubles related 
to alcohol use.

‘Pawn Stars’ TV star plans 
stores near famous shop 

The long parade of tourists who regu-
larly stops by the downtown Las Vegas 
shop featured on the History Channel 
reality show “Pawn Stars” could soon 
have something better to do while wait-
ing in line.

Gold & Silver Pawn Shop co-owner 
Rick Harrison has drawn up plans for 
a Pawn Star Plaza shopping center that 
could boast six restaurants and about 
16 small shops. The company’s general 
contractor has submitted the proposal 
to the city planning department, and 
a review is expected in September, ac-
cording to pawn shop general manager 
Theo Spyer.
From The Associated Press

Gaga on Bennett duets album: 
Jazz comes easier than pop

‘ They’re 
going to 
say, “we 
had no idea 
she sings 
that well.” ’

Tony Bennett
on listeners’ 

reaction to his 
forthcoming album 

with Lady Gaga, 
“Cheek to Cheek”

Lady Gaga shows some 
love at a concert taping 
with Tony Bennett 
on Monday 
in New York.
AP

BY NEDRA PICKLER

The Associated Press

Singer Linda Ronstadt got the answer 
to that question she’s been asking for de-
cades: “When Will I Be Loved?”

The answer was delivered Monday at the 
White House, by President Barack Obama, 
who hung a National Medal of Arts around 
her neck and revealed, “I had a little crush 
on her back in the day.”

The honor was a particularly special
moment for Ronstadt, who didn’t make it
to her induction to the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame in April since Parkinson’s disease 
limits her ability to travel. A military aide
brought her into the East Room by wheel-
chair, but she walked to the stage to receive 
her award as a citation was read honoring 
her “one-of-a-kind voice” that paved the
way for generations of women artists.

Ten other recipients were awarded the 
2013 National Medal of Arts, as the nation’s 
highest award given to artists and their 
patrons, including poet and novelist Julia 
Alvarez; Chicago arts patron Joan Harris; 
dancer and choreographer Bill T. Jones; 
composer John Kander; DreamWorks Ani-
mation chief executive Jeffrey Katzenberg; 
author Maxine Hong Kingston; documen-
tary fi lmmaker Albert Maysles; New York
architects Billie Tsien and Tod Williams; 
and Arizona artist James Turrell.

The Brooklyn Academy of Music, a per-
forming arts venue known for its focus on 
alternative and avant-garde works, also re-
ceived a medal from the National Endow-
ment for the Arts.

Ten were awarded the National Humani-
ties Medal, which honors those in fi elds in-
cluding history, literature, languages and 
philosophy.

Ronstadt among 
National Medal 
of Arts recipients

CHARLES DHARAPAK/AP

President Barack Obama presents a National Medal of Arts to singer Linda Ronstadt in 
the East Room of the White House on Monday. The president admitted to a childhood 
crush on Ronstadt, who was inducted to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in April.



 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — More than 
35 percent of Americans have 
debts and unpaid bills that have 
been reported to collection agen-
cies, according to a study released 
Tuesday by the Urban Institute.

Those consumers fall behind 
on credit cards or hospital bills. 
Their mortgages, auto loans or 
student debt pile up, unpaid. Even 
past-due gym membership fees 
or cellphone contracts can end up 
with a collection agency, poten-
tially hurting credit scores and job 
prospects, said Caroline Ratcliffe, 
a senior fellow at the Washington-
based think tank.

“Roughly, every third person 
you pass on the street is going to 
have debt in collections,” Ratcliffe 
said. “It can tip employers’ hiring 
decisions, or whether or not you 
get that apartment.”

The study found that 35.1 per-
cent of people with credit records 
had been reported to collections 
for debt that averaged $5,178, 
based on September 2013 records. 
The study points to a disturbing 

trend: The share of Americans in 
collections has remained relative-
ly constant, even as the country as 

a whole has 
whittled 
down the 
size of its 
credit card 
debt since 
the official 
end of the 
Great Re-
cession in 
the middle 
of 2009.

As a 
share of 
people’s 
income, 
credit card 

debt has reached its lowest level 
in more than a decade, according 
to the American Bankers Associa-
tion. People increasingly pay off 
balances each month. Just 2.44 
percent of card accounts are over-
due by 30 days or more, versus the 
15-year average of 3.82 percent.

Yet roughly the same percentage 
of people are still getting reported 

for unpaid bills, according to the 
Urban Institute study performed 
in conjunction with researchers 
from the Consumer Credit Re-
search Institute. Their figures 
nearly match the 36.5 percent of 
people in collections reported by a 
2004 Federal Reserve analysis.

All of this has reshaped the 
economy. The collections indus-
try employs 140,000 workers who 
recover $50 billion each year, 
according to a separate study 
published this year by the Fed-
eral Reserve’s Philadelphia bank 
branch.

The delinquent debt is over-
whelmingly concentrated in 
Southern and Western states. 
Texas cities have a large share of 
their populations being reported 
to collection agencies: Dallas (44.3 
percent), El Paso (44.4 percent), 
Houston (43.7 percent), McAllen 
(51.7 percent) and San Antonio 
(44.5 percent).

Almost half of Las Vegas resi-
dents — many of whom bore the 
brunt of the housing bust that 
sparked the recession — have 

debt in collections. Other South-
ern cities have a disproportion-
ate number of their people facing 
debt collectors, including Orlando 
and Jacksonville, Fl a.; Memphis, 
Tenn .; Columbia, S .C .; and Jack-
son, Miss .

Other cities have populations 
that have largely managed to 
repay their bills on time. Just 20.1 
percent of Minneapolis residents 
have debts in collection. Boston, 
Honolulu and San Jose, Calif ., 
have similarly low numbers. 
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Wednesday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Texas 97 74 Cldy
Akron, Ohio 73 54 Rain
Albany, N.Y. 81 54 PCldy
Albuquerque 91 67 PCldy
Allentown, Pa. 80 54 PCldy
Amarillo 81 66 Cldy
Anchorage 67 52 Clr
Asheville 76 55 PCldy
Atlanta 83 61 Clr
Atlantic City 84 58 Clr
Austin 98 73 PCldy
Baltimore 82 60 Clr
Baton Rouge 91 68 PCldy
Billings 90 58 PCldy
Birmingham 84 59 Clr
Bismarck 82 56 PCldy
Boise 95 73 Cldy
Boston 76 62 Clr
Bridgeport 80 59 PCldy
Brownsville 97 79 PCldy
Buffalo 73 59 Cldy
Burlington, Vt. 79 54 Cldy
Caribou, Maine 78 52 PCldy
Casper 79 51 Cldy
Charleston, S.C. 88 69 PCldy
Charleston, W.Va. 79 55 PCldy
Charlotte, N.C. 83 63 PCldy

Chattanooga 85 59 Clr
Cheyenne 67 54 Cldy
Chicago 77 62 PCldy
Cincinnati 77 56 PCldy
Cleveland 73 58 Cldy
Colorado Springs 71 56 Cldy
Columbia, S.C. 89 67 PCldy
Columbus, Ga. 86 64 Clr
Columbus, Ohio 75 56 Cldy
Concord, N.H. 80 54 PCldy
Corpus Christi 95 76 PCldy
Dallas-Ft. Worth 95 74 Cldy
Dayton 75 55 PCldy
Daytona Beach 92 75 PCldy
Denver 73 58 Rain
Des Moines 81 60 PCldy
Detroit 74 58 Cldy
Duluth 76 57 PCldy
El Paso 98 79 PCldy
Elkins 71 49 Cldy
Erie 70 58 Rain
Eugene 90 59 Clr
Evansville 81 54 PCldy
Fairbanks 72 46 Clr
Fargo 81 56 Clr
Flagstaff 82 55 PCldy
Flint 74 53 Cldy
Fort Smith 77 69 Rain

Fort Wayne 75 56 Cldy
Fresno 102 73 PCldy
Goodland 74 59 Rain
Grand Junction 88 63 Cldy
Grand Rapids 74 56 Cldy
Great Falls 89 60 Clr
Green Bay 76 54 PCldy
Greensboro, N.C. 82 58 Clr
Harrisburg 80 58 Cldy
Hartford Spgfld 79 58 PCldy
Helena 91 60 PCldy
Honolulu 88 77 PCldy
Houston 95 75 Cldy
Huntsville 85 58 PCldy
Indianapolis 77 59 PCldy
Jackson, Miss. 90 61 PCldy
Jacksonville 92 71 Clr
Juneau 61 52 Rain
Kansas City 82 61 PCldy
Key West 92 82 Cldy
Knoxville 83 56 Clr
Lake Charles 91 73 PCldy
Lansing 73 54 Cldy
Las Vegas 104 84 PCldy
Lexington 80 58 PCldy
Lincoln 85 58 Clr
Little Rock 81 64 Cldy
Los Angeles 87 68 PCldy

Louisville 83 62 PCldy
Lubbock 93 71 Cldy
Macon 87 62 Clr
Madison 79 55 Cldy
Medford 97 63 Clr
Memphis 85 62 PCldy
Miami Beach 89 79 Rain
Midland-Odessa 101 73 PCldy
Milwaukee 76 59 Cldy
Mpls-St. Paul 80 60 Clr
Missoula 95 58 PCldy
Mobile 91 66 PCldy
Montgomery 88 61 Clr
Nashville 84 58 Clr
New Orleans 89 75 PCldy
New York City 83 63 PCldy
Newark 82 64 PCldy
Norfolk, Va. 82 65 Clr
North Platte 80 58 Cldy
Oklahoma City 76 67 Rain
Omaha 83 59 Clr
Orlando 94 75 Clr
Paducah 84 55 PCldy
Pendleton 97 68 Cldy
Peoria 80 58 PCldy
Philadelphia 83 63 Clr
Phoenix 109 87 Clr
Pittsburgh 73 54 Cldy

Pocatello 86 59 Cldy
Portland, Maine 76 56 Clr
Portland, Ore. 87 61 Clr
Providence 79 62 Clr
Pueblo 73 60 Cldy
Raleigh-Durham 85 60 PCldy
Rapid City 82 56 Clr
Reno 94 66 PCldy
Richmond 85 60 PCldy
Roanoke 80 56 Clr
Rochester 75 57 Rain
Rockford 78 58 PCldy
Sacramento 100 66 Clr
St. Louis 84 64 PCldy
St. Petersburg 90 80 PCldy
St. Thomas 88 78 PCldy
Salem, Ore. 88 60 Clr
Salt Lake City 89 67 Cldy
San Angelo 100 73 PCldy
San Antonio 99 76 Clr
San Diego 78 70 PCldy
San Francisco 79 61 Clr
San Jose 88 63 Clr
San Juan, P.R. 88 77 PCldy
Santa Fe 87 59 Cldy
St. Ste Marie 66 49 Cldy
Savannah 89 68 PCldy
Seattle 83 59 Clr

Shreveport 86 69 Cldy
Sioux City 79 56 Clr
Sioux Falls 79 55 Clr
South Bend 74 59 PCldy
Spokane 95 68 PCldy
Springfield, Ill. 80 57 PCldy
Springfield, Mo. 76 62 Cldy
Syracuse 77 54 Cldy
Tallahassee 93 66 Clr
Tampa 92 78 PCldy
Toledo 75 56 Cldy
Topeka 84 63 Cldy
Tucson 103 77 PCldy
Tulsa 75 69 Rain
Tupelo 86 59 PCldy
Waco 98 73 Cldy
Washington 83 61 Clr
W. Palm Beach 89 78 Rain
Wichita 74 65 Rain
Wichita Falls 93 70 Cldy
Wilkes-Barre 75 48 PCldy
Wilmington, Del. 83 59 Clr
Yakima 99 66 PCldy
Youngstown 71 53 Rain

National temperature extremes
Hi: Mon., 111, Glendale, Ariz. 
Lo: Mon., 33, Pahaska, Wyo.

WEATHER OUTLOOK

Mildenhall/
Lakenheath

76/55

Ramstein
67/54

Stuttgart
74/58

Lajes,
Azores
88/64

Rota
80/66

Morón
96/68 Sigonella

88/69

Naples
75/65

Aviano/
Vicenza
78/65

Pápa
84/65

Souda Bay
89/76

WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE

Brussels
75/54

Bahrain
103/88

Baghdad
117/88

Doha
114/90

Kuwait
City

117/91

Riyadh
112/83

Djibouti
94/86

Kandahar
109/73

Kabul
95/66

WEDNESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST THURSDAY IN THE PACIFIC

Misawa
84/70

Guam
80/77

Tokyo
88/75

Okinawa
84/82

Sasebo
89/76

Iwakuni
88/75

Seoul
86/70

Osan
89/69 Busan

84/74

The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (July 30) ..........................$1.3778
Dollar buys (July 30) .........................€0.7258 
British pound (July 30)......................... $1.74
Japanese yen (July 30) ........................99.00
South Korean won (July 30) .............999.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3771
British pound .....................................$1.6942
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.0823
China (Yuan) ........................................6.1805
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.5598
Egypt (Pound) ...................................... 7.1525
Euro .........................................$1.3413/0.7455
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7501
Hungary (Forint) ................................. 231.77
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4280 
Japan (Yen) ...........................................102.06
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2829
Norway (Krone) ...................................6.2430
Philippines (Peso)................................. 43.42
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.10
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ........................... 3.7507
Singapore (Dollar) .............................. 1.2424
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,026.78
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.9064
Thailand (Baht) ..................................... 31.82
Turkey (Lira) ......................................... 2.1110
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.09
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.01
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.87
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Study: 35 percent facing debt collectors

‘ Roughly, 
every third 
person you 
pass on 
the street 
is going to 
have debt in 
collections. ’
Caroline Ratcliffe

Urban Institute
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Failing grade for UMUC moves

 The University of Maryland/Europe has 
long been a hallowed institution to the U.S. 
military, having provided overseas univer-
sity educational opportunities since the 
close of World War II .

In February 2013, faculty at the annual 
university meeting in Heidelberg, Ger-
many, received a rude awakening during a 
presentation by the university’s president, 
Javier Miyares. Full-time faculty would be 
reduced by nearly 50 percent over the com-
ing year. The means by which this would 
be accomplished were not discussed.

Some months later, the criteria for re-
ducing faculty were  announced: faculty 
who had not taught at least eight face-to-
face classes for each of the preceding two 
years would be released at the end of the 
2014 academic year.

This policy led to much confusion, as 
faculty had been actively encouraged by 
the university for years to supplement 
their face-to-face teaching with online in-
struction. However, by the new rules, on-
line instruction didn’t “count” toward the 
retention criteria. Years of service to the 
university gave no advantage, nor did ad-
vanced degrees, work credentials, location 
of instruction, faculty rank, field or teach-
ing reputation.

(Note: University of Maryland overseas 
professors never been protected by tenure 
guarantees; this is based both on Maryland 
law and agreements with the Department 
of Defense.)

Not surprisingly, faculty cried foul. 
Some had simply not, through no fault of 
their own, been scheduled for the requisite 
number of face-to-face courses over the 
two-year period. Others had taught mul-
tiple online classes .

Following the rollout of the new rules, 
the university administration in Heidel-
berg adopted a strategy of radio silence. 
Months passed without a single email mes-
sage to faculty.

“Terminal faculty” (to cite the indeli-
cate phrasing used by the administration) 
were given a buyout option, by which they 
would receive one month’s pay for every 
year taught at the university. In the end, by 
May 2014 , nearly two-thirds of the 125 or 

so full-time professors in Europe had ei-
ther agreed to take a buyout or had been 
forced out. Some had served the university 
for more than 30 years in Europe.

But another shoe was yet to drop. A good 
number of professors, many approaching 
retirement age, accepted the buyout, fully 
expecting to remain in Europe, and drop-
ping to adjunct status. Most had lived in 
Europe for decades. Adjunct pay was low, 
and the benefits nil, but part-time status 
allowed for a continued income overseas. 
Official university policy, from 2013, had 
been that they could remain and carry on 
as part-time faculty.

In late April 2014, long after most ter-
minated faculty had made plans to either 
remain in Europe as adjuncts or retirees, 
or to return stateside, the university an-
nounced  that no terminated faculty would 
be permitted to teach in any capacity for 
three years, including adjunct .

For many colleagues, the lingering ques-
tion (after the disposition of faculty), has 
been how the University of Maryland can 
continue to function effectively in Europe 
with so few remaining full-time faculty. 
At present, the university is scrambling, 
hiring “traveling” faculty who agree to 
move each term to teach as needed — up 
to five times per year. But how it will work 
is anyone’s guess. At Ramstein, Germany, 
the largest U.S. base in Europe, full-time 
professors of history, international rela-
tions, government, philosophy, sociology 
— among others — are all gone.

The university claims that declining en-
rollments forced such changes but, in fact, 
in many locations around Europe, enroll-

ments have either been stable or are up.
Needless to say, morale in the European

division has been low of late — with faculty, 
university support staff and students alike . 
Without a doubt, student confidence in the
traditional flagship American university
overseas has been visibly shaken .

In the end, it appears, sadly, that the Uni-
versity of Maryland in Europe, with its dis-
tinguished 65-year history, is approaching 
shortly an unfortunate, unnecessary and
ignominious drawdown.

Thomas K. Murphy
Professor of history and government

University of Maryland
University College

Aviano, Italy

There’s more to GI loans story

 The ProPublica article referencing USA 
Discounters that posted to stripes.com on
July 24 (“‘They’re basically ruthless’: The
discount store that sues servicemembers 
worldwide”) inaccurately portrays the
practices and policies of our company and
our dealings with military customers.

It is against the law for USA Discounters
to discuss the cases of individuals who pur-
chased items from us on credit and default-
ed on their payments. Prior to publication,
the company asked the reporter to obtain
permission from the customers referenced
to allow us to release those details — which
would have told a very different story than
the one reported. The reporter was unable
to obtain that permission.

It is irresponsible to report on allega-
tions of this nature, knowing that there
is another side to the story and knowing
that the subject of the allegations is legally
barred from telling it.

USA Discounters is proud of our long 
and important relationship with the mili-
tary community. The company has always
held that the men and women who serve
and sacrifice for our country should be 
treated with the honor and respect they 
deserve. And we consistently work to meet
that standard. 

Timothy W. Dorsey
Vice president, USA Discounters

Virginia Beach, Va.

Kerry erred by seeking quick deal with Hamas
BY DAVID IGNATIUS

WASHINGTON

Secretary of State John Kerry has 
made a significant mistake in how 
he’s pursuing a Gaza cease-fire 
— and it’s not surprising that he has 

upset both the Israelis and some moderate 
Palestinians.

Kerry’s error has been to put so much 
emphasis on achieving a quick halt to the 
bloodshed that he has solidified the role 
of Hamas, the intractable, unpopular Is-
lamist group that leads Gaza, along with 
the two hard-line Islamist nations that are 
its key supporters, Qatar and Turkey. In 
the process, he has undercut not simply 
the Israelis but also the Egyptians and the 
Fatah movement that runs the Palestinian 
Authority, all of which want to see an end 
to Hamas rule in Gaza.

A wiser course, which Kerry rejected 
in his hunt for a quick diplomatic solution, 
would have been to negotiate the cease-
fire through the Palestinian Authority, as 
part of its future role as the government of 
Gaza. Hamas agreed last April to bring the 
PA back to Gaza as part of a unity agree-
ment with Fatah that was brokered by Pal-
estinian President Mahmoud Abbas.

Kerry has been motivated by two un-
derstandable short-term needs: First, he 
wants to stop the  slaughter in Gaza, with 
its heavy loss of life among Palestinian 
civilians, including children. Second, he 
seeks to fulfill the instructions of President 
Barack Obama, who wants an immediate 
cease-fire and has become skeptical about 

solving the  Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Kerry’s approach has ignited a firestorm 

in Israel, with commentators left and right 
accusing him of taking Hamas’ side and 
betraying Israel. That criticism is unfair, 
and it prompted a complaint Sunday from 
Obama in a phone call to Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Kerry’s 
mistake isn’t any bias against Israel, but a 
bias in favor of an executable, short-term 
deal. A case can be made for this “kick the 
can down the road” approach, as I did last 
week in discussing Kerry’s  diplomatic ne-
gotiations over Iran’s nuclear program and 
with rival political leaders in Afghanistan.

But Gaza has suffered from a genera-
tion of brutal expediency. Any deal that 
reinforces Hamas’ stranglehold  is miscon-
ceived. In the name of stopping bloodshed 
this week, it all but guarantees it in the fu-
ture. That’s why  polls show a strong major-
ity of Gazans back the idea of returning to 
Palestinian Authority control .

Israel has undermined its own cause 
with statements that appear to be insensi-
tive to Palestinian loss of life. One example 
is Israeli Ambassador Ron Dermer’s claim 
that “the Israeli Defense Forces should be 
given the Nobel Peace Prize” for showing 
“unimaginable restraint,” at a time when 
photos and videos provide wrenching evi-
dence of civilian casualties in  Gaza.

Kerry’s initial plan was to support 
Egypt’s demand that Hamas accept a 
cease-fire. When Hamas rejected what it 
viewed as surrender, Kerry turned  toward 
Turkey and Qatar, which as friends and fi-

nancial backers of Hamas were thought to
have more leverage. That put the deal first,
and a stable solution to Gaza’s problems 
second.

By turning to Turkey and Qatar, Kerry
also enhanced their position in the region-
al power game. That’s contrary to the in-
terests and desires of America’s traditional
allies, such as Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Ara-
bia, and the moderate Palestinian camp
headed by Abbas.

If Kerry has been shortsighted about 
seeking a path toward a more stable Gaza,
so has Netanyahu’s government. The Is-
raeli prime minister denounced the Pal-
estinian unity agreement forged by Abbas
last spring, even though it opened the way 
for an alternative non-Hamas government.
More important, Netanyahu consistently
has failed to give Palestinian moderates
concessions that might enhance their 
power in both the West Bank and Gaza. 

Whether Kerry gets a permanent cease-
fire or not, the same basic issue will haunt 
Gaza going forward, which is how to estab-
lish the Palestinian Authority as a respon-
sible government that actually controls the
territory. Israelis fear that the PA might 
operate on the Lebanese model — with 
Hamas maintaining a deadly militia, just 
as Hezbollah does in Beirut.

That’s the right long-term question to be
negotiating — and it’s where Kerry should
be spending U.S. diplomatic capital, rather
than in  pursuit of the interim deal.
David Ignatius is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.
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 BY WALTER PINCUS

The Washington Post

In our troubled world, would you pre-
fer that the United States had six 
more F-16 squadrons over the next 
year or pay the 1 percent annual cost-

of-living adjustment for military retirees 
under age 62?

Last year the Obama administration 
proposed eliminating that 1 percent COLA 
raise — meant for retirees still able to work 
and before their Social Security kicks in 
— as a way to cut defense spending. It was 
approved in December as part of a biparti-
san deal to reduce the deficit. In February, 
however, the House and Senate, pressured 
by veterans’ groups, reinstated the initial 1 
percent increase for retirees.

That 1 percent decision became more 
real on July 17 when the Senate Appropri-
ations Committee approved an additional 
$507.5 million in the fiscal 2015 Defense 
Appropriations bill to fund that 1 percent 
COLA for next year.

That amount, if used for some program 
other than the F-16s, could instead cover 
pay and allowances for about 5,000 U.S. 
troops. Or finance the operations of a car-
rier strike group in the Mediterranean for 
about two months. Or support 10 Army 
combat training center exercises.

If the administration had gotten its way, 
the retirees would still have received a 
COLA increase — of 0.69 percent. Now, 
with the 1 percent restored, the increase 
will be 1.69.

Now the country’s defense posture will 
have fewer resources.

Of course the roughly $500 billion de-
fense budget is so huge that the Senate 
panel found its own way to cover added 
money for the working-age retirees. In its 
report, the committee said there was about 
$762 million in unobligated funds from the 
prior year in military personnel accounts 
that would cover the increase.

The Congressional Budget Office has 
projected that if the initial 1 percent COLA 
increase for retirees under 62 is restored 
permanently, it would require an addition-
al $3.5 billion over the next five years.

With attention focused on the demands 
caused by rapidly moving events in Iraq, 
Syria, Afghanistan and Ukraine, it is time 
for Congress — and the public — to stop 
turning down administration budget cut 
requests and begin thinking creatively 
about reshaping defense personnel costs.

Other recent proposals that Congress 
has rejected to save defense dollars, such 
as raising retiree Tricare and prescription 
drug fees, have been just nibbling around 
the edges of military personnel costs — 
which involve about a third of the depart-
ment’s budget.

That serious battle will begin Feb. 1, 
when recommendations to President 
Barack Obama are set to come from the 
Military Compensation and Retirement 
Modernization Commission. Established 
by Congress in February 2013, the nine-
member commission has held public and 

private meetings, and last month issued 
a 358-page interim report that tries to 
describe the military pay and benefits 
programs.

The panel reviewed “nearly 100 distinct 
compensation benefits administered by  
[the Defense Department] and the U.S. 
Treasury that cover military pay, retired 
pay, survivor benefits, and unemployment 
compensation,” the report said.

Commission members looked at 65 spe-
cial and incentive pay programs, more 
than 40 health benefit programs and 200 
other distinct programs and benefits from 
eight federal agencies. The agencies also 
support military, veteran, retiree and fam-
ily member quality of life. Some are self-
sustaining, but others are costly — such 
as the $10.2 billion appropriated in fiscal 
2013 for the Post-9/11 GI Bill, which has 
provisions to permit transfer of some or all 
unused benefits to a spouse or dependent 
children.

One focus of the commission may be on 
basic military pay. Its report noted that the 
services have and need to maintain “a far 
more professional and technologically flu-
ent force.”

The strain of relocating every two or 
three years is also a growing problem for 
a changing military, which includes more 
women and married people with depen-
dents. Todd Harrison, a senior fellow at 
the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments, has written about the strain 
on families. He and others have proposed 

recruiting skilled people at midcareer and 
starting them at higher ranks. That would
reduce the need for others to have to relo-
cate so often. The Marine Band already
does that.

Another target is bound to be the ancient
military retirement program in which
if you make it to 20 years your payments
start immediately, no matter what your 
age, but you get nothing if you leave or are
forced out before that. Only 17 percent of 
service personnel make it to 20 years and
most often they are not the grunts who
have done the fighting.

During fiscal 2013, $54.7 billion was 
paid to 2.28 million military retirees, in-
cluding active, reserve, disabled and survi-
vor recipients, according to the retirement
panel. Past studies have suggested that the
retirement system has to change to be-
come more like private industry’s so there 
is some vesting shorter than 20 years and
that an individual’s retirement program 
can be transportable when he or she leaves 
military service.

Big changes in  military personnel pay 
and benefits are needed for the incoming
generation of military service volunteers. 
The questions remain whether the com-
mission will propose the changes needed,
whether Obama will send them to Capitol 
Hill and whether the next Congress will 
have the foresight to pass the reforms 
required.
 Walter Pincus reports on intelligence, defense 
and foreign policy for The Washington Post and 
writes the Fine Print column.

 BY MANUEL PASTOR

Republicans are focused on the 
wrong set of children — and on 
the wrong set of voters. Instead 
of raising a hue and cry over 

the “threat” represented by thousands of 
unaccompanied minors entering the U.S. 
from Central America, they should be 
mindful of the millions of children already 
here who are U.S.-born citizens of undocu-
mented and documented immigrants.

The GOP seems to hope that calling for 
unaccompanied minors to be removed 
quickly, and for the border to be secured, 
will activate its base in the midterm elec-
tions. Republicans can’t seem to resist the 
opportunity to talk tough on immigration. 
Last week, for example, Texas Gov. Rick 
Perry proposed to station the National 
Guard along the Rio Grande, a strategy 
that seems aimed less at real border secu-
rity than his presidential ambitions.

And even when Republicans talk reform, 
they only want to talk tough. In January 
the House leadership unveiled principles 
for reform — principles summarily reject-
ed by tea party Republicans for being too 
generous — that suggested allowing some 
share of the nation’s 11 million undocu-
mented immigrants to stay here legally but 
with no clear path to citizenship.

The strategy doesn’t make much sense 
economically — my research shows that 
although legalization leads to economic 
gains, citizenship provides its own sepa-
rate boost because it opens up a wider 
range of employment, signals permanence 
to employers and shifts investments in skill 
development. But denying citizenship does 
resonate with those who think that lines 
should be drawn and lawbreakers should be 
permanently punished. Some Republicans 
may even be a bit more Machiavellian: De-
nying citizenship would also eliminate the 
possibility of 11 million new voters, many 
of whom might vote Democratic.

That isn’t necessarily the case, of course. 

Surveys conducted by the polling firm La-
tino Decisions indicate that 45 percent of 
undocumented immigrants would be open 
to voting Republican if the party were to 
lead on immigration reform. And although 
Mitt Romney’s 2012 call for immigrants to 
self-deport shrank his share of the Latino 
vote to 27 percent, George W. Bush, who 
took a stab at reform while in office, won 
40 percent of the Latino vote in 2004.

The Republicans may simply be blind 
to the demographic group they should be 
paying attention to: 4.5 million U.S.-born 
citizen children of undocumented immi-
grants. This population will age, gain the 
right to vote and then reward or punish 
those who have done right by their parents 
and their relatives. In a report I co-wrote 
for the Center for American Progress, we 
estimate that over the next five presiden-
tial elections, as these children come of 
voting age in waves, they have the poten-
tial to cast nearly 11 million votes.

The math is even more foreboding for 
the GOP than that. Expanding the future 
voter pool to take into account U.S.-born 
children of all immigrants — those with 
and without authorization — we find 15.4 
million young people who will have the po-
tential to cast 41 million votes in the next 
20 years of presidential elections. Regard-
less of their parents’ status, most of these 
young people are sensitive to the heated 
rhetoric of the immigration debates.

Why should politicians sacrifice an ad-
vantage now to affect voters they still have 
a chance to influence later? Because voters 
remember. It was exactly 20 years ago that 
Republican Gov. Pete Wilson promoted 
Proposition 187 in California, a measure 
aimed at denying benefits, including edu-
cation, to undocumented residents. That 
stance ensured that the GOP would wind 
up where it is today, with no Republican 
statewide officeholders in a state famous 
for producing two Republican presidents, 
Richard Nixon and Ronald Reagan.

That helps explain why the Obama ad-
ministration is likely to move forward with 
executive action that could reduce deporta-
tions. The impetus for that and for a more 
balanced approach to the current border 
crisis may be humanitarian, but the politi-
cal calculus is still clear: a cohort of voters 
who want to see their parents, relatives and 
other immigrants, including the children 
now crossing the border, treated as human 
beings and not political footballs.

There is some goodwill on these issues 
in the GOP. Sens. John McCain and Lind-
say Graham, among others, have been sin-

cere supporters of rational and humane
reform — although even those voices are
now willing to stir passions about the cur-
rent border crisis. That’s a losing proposi-
tion. The crisis of unaccompanied minors 
entering the country will end — the influx 
already seems to be slowing — but the tone
and tenor of the debate about immigration
will linger, and its political impacts could
last a generation.
Manuel Pastor is professor of sociology and 
director of the Center for the Study of Immigrant 
Integration at the University of Southern 
California. This column first appeared in the Los 
Angeles Times. 

GOP focused on wrong set of Latino kids

A look at military personnel costs is badly needed
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File cabinet, black wood $20.00
on rollers, 3 drawers Moving
soon! Hurry! (+49)163-449-2120
siestanow@yahoo.com

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

Honda, Civic LX, 2012. Excel-
lent condition mechanically with
major cosmetic ding on front
fender. AC, CD AMFM MP3,
economy mode on & off. Clean
inside, large trunk, tires almost
new. Stuttgart PX Lemon Lot. In
Germany call 015114906304
before 9:00 p.m. $13,000 OBO.
0 1 5 1 1 4 9 0 6 3 0 4
jjlcsw@yahoo.com

VW, JETTA, 2013 $23400.00,
TDI, 2.0L Turbo, 2013, 140hp,
only 17000 miles. American
Specs, absolutely great condi-
tion, just like new! Alloy premi-
um wheels, 17" wheels, black
interior, black leatherette, Blue-
tooth, premium sound, NAV, 6
speed manual, pw, power heat-
ed fronts seats, sunroof, winter
tires on rims, fog lights, call:
016091939180 or mariadorntrev
gmail.com, m.carlos.trevino
gmail.com. 015122372496

Bistro table and 2 chairs
$40.00 Metal set with small
round table and 2 chairs,
collapsible Moving soon! Hurry!
( + 4 9 ) 1 6 3 - 4 4 9 - 2 1 2 0
siestanow@yahoo.com

Renault, Trafic Van, 2012
$35500.00 European Specs -
Excellent Condition, Manual 6-
Speed, 7-Seater, Diesel Great
Milage, Incredibly Fuel Efficient,
AC, Heat, GPS, Bluetooth,
AMFM CD USB, Reverse Sen-
sor, Cruise Control, Roof Racks
ki Racks, Electric Cooler, Exten-
ded Warranty, Heavy Tow Pack-
age. Seats Converts to a Flat
Bed, Rotational Seats, Great
Family Van for Comfortable
European Vacations, Easy to
Park. +49-1768-323-7228,
charliemoritzgmx.net

Furniture 510

Jeep, Wrangler Sport, 2011
$23500.00 Prefect condition!
Limited addition green paint.
Meticulously maintained with
only synthetic oil. Spotless black
interior, AM FM CD MP3 Stereo
with 6 speakers, and 3-piece
hard top. Factory sport package
including 18-inch wheels, run-
ning boards, and Class-III tow
package. Over $1000 in acces-
sories included: all weather floor
mats and cargo liner; black grill
inserts; waterproof seat covers;
door sill protectors; grab han-
dles; and locking lug nuts and
gas cap. Email for more pictures
or info. +49 0161 640 9874
Jspangler2@yahoo.com

BMW, X3 2.5, 2004 $8000.00,
89,000 miles, black exterior,
black interior. This vehicle
comes with dual power seats,
heated seats, parking assist,
sunroof, newer tires, dual cli-
mate control, power doors and
windows, 6 disc CD player,
AWD, Asking $8,000 OBO,
jim32672000@yahoo.com

Various lights $25.00 See
images on-line; various ceiling
lights, sconces, standing lamp,
priced between USD 10 and 50
each Moving soon! Hurry!
( + 4 9 ) 1 6 3 - 4 4 9 - 2 1 2 0
siestanow@yahoo.com

Audi, A4, TDi , 2005 $12000.00
Model year 2006, Euro Specs,
2.0 liter Turbo Diesel engine, 45
plus MPG with 7 speed Multi-
tronic auto trans, Dual Climate
control AC, fold down rear
seats, heated seats, Winter and
Summer tires on rims, very
reliable car, blue tooth, CD,
MP3, Dealer installed new En-
gine and rebuilt transmission 2
years ago. Contact: Roger
06048-952218 or  ce l l ,
0162-2960184, or DSN
537-6370

Hama 5port switch 101⁄800
$15.00 I have 2. They work and
in good condition. Selling be-
cause I don't use them.
ss2day@gmail.com

HAVE YOU TRIED
THAT CRAZY WRAP THING?

Tightens, tones, and Firms in as
little as 45 minutes. Reduces the
appearance of cellulite. Gives
you fast & Lasting results from a
botanically based formula. Buy
online at
http:/corpobellowraps.myitwork
s.com

We ship APO
Distributors wanted

Computers 360
More lights! $25.00 See on-line
images, between USD 10 and
50 moving soon! Hurry!
( + 4 9 ) 1 6 3 - 4 4 9 - 2 1 2 0
siestanow@yahoo.com

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

BMW, M3, 2011 $43000.00 US
Specifications, Sedan, MDCT
Transmission, Jerez Black Met-
allic Exterior, Bamboo Beige
Leather Interior, Competition
Package, Competition Rims,
Heated Front Seats, Sycamore
Anthr Wood Trim, Tint on rear
windows. nkukona@gmail.com

Pontiac, Montana, 2003
$4500.00 7 PAX mini-van, All 4
rear seats are removable, Amer-
ican Specs, Automatic, Trailer
Hitch and elec, AC, CD Player,
Power Drs Locks & Mirrors, All
Season Tires. New CV Boot &
Front Pads. Very reliable. Has
been though MANY countries in
E u r o p e .  S t u t t g a r t .
t i n m a n 3 d @ h o t m a i l . c o m ,
0175-6672729

Volvo, XC90 All-Wheel Drive
V8, 2007 $12500.00 Excellent
condition; beautiful car. Must
see! The AWD, V8 edition.
Luxurious, comfortable ride,
highway and city. Just had
routine, full-service maintenance
done; have all records in hand.
New Tires & Brakes (rotors and
pads); extra set of rims. Will
easily pass inspection. Leather
interior with 3rd-Row Seats.
Built-in Navigation system. 5-
Disc CD Player with Auxiliary
connection. 141K miles, but
mostly highway. Photos availa-
ble upon request. Call
0162-234-2276 or e-mail
thomas.s.blair4.civmail.mil

Health Care 540

Honda Odyssey  EX-L
$11000.00 2007, in great condi-
tion and priced to sell! KBB
Value: $12,400, Mileage:
110,000 miles. Color: Obsidian
Blue with Grey Leather Interior.
Seating for 8 and plenty of cargo
room. Comes with 4 summer
tires mounted on stock rims and
4 additional winter tires mounted
on steel rims. Vehicle is located
in Amberg and can also be seen
in Vilseck. Contact me for
a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,
0151-418-45794.
rightredus@hotmail.com

IDEAL Digital Multimeter, 61-
609, 2014 $70.00, Auto-Power
Off It's in good working condi-
tion. Low cost, multi-function
Convenient pocket size Over-
load protection on all ranges
Diode Test Built in test stand
ss2day@gmail.com

washer & dryer $450.00 Indesit
Dryer, originally 201.68 (no
VAT); Bauknecht Washer, origi-
nally 318.49 (no VAT) Moving
soon! Hurry! (+49)163-449-2120
siestanow@yahoo.com

5 German Soldiers Feldpost
(WWII) Letters with envel $9.00
The letters with envelopes, were
written by an German soldier
during WWII to his family in
Wetzlar Lahn (by Giessen). All
undamaged except the
envelopes--opened by hand. All
markings are clear and the
postmarks show the dates the
letters were sent. Set #1
selandca@yahoo.com

Automotive 140
Harley-Davidson, Road Glide
C u s t o m  F L T R X ,  2 0 1 0
$16500.00 due to PCS. KBB
lists at 17550 with no extras.
This Glide has the Hammock
Touring seat with detachable
rider back rest and Passenger
backrest. Pre-wired with Garmin
RAM mount so you don't get
lost. Pre-Wired for IPOD so you
don't fall asleep in smooth glide
ride. Ready to crank it up the
music and ride the FLTRX?
+4917670328920 david.leake@
gmail.com

Pontiac, Grand Prix GT, 2000
$3000.00 - 3.8 V6 (rated one of
GM's best engines ever!) -
Automatic Transmission -
102,000 miles - Air Conditioning
(Works great) - Power Sunroof -
Power windows - Power Locks -
Remote Keyless Entry - New
brakes - Good tires - Fantastic
day to day driver! - Full tank
gets approx 350 Miles $3,000
o.b.o. 0171532764,
huf_hines@hotmail.com

Volvo, XC90, 2007 $12500.00
Excellent condition; beautiful
car. Must see! The AWD, V8
edition. Luxurious, comfortable
ride, highway and city. Just had
routine, full-service maintenance
done; have all records in hand.
New Tires & Brakes (rotors and
pads); extra set of rims. Will
easily pass inspection. Leather
interior with 3rd-Row Seats.
Built-in Navigation system. 5-
Disc CD Player with Auxiliary
connection. 141K miles, but
mostly highway. Photos availa-
ble upon request. Call
0162-234-2276 or e-mail thoma
s.s.blair4.civ@mail.mil

Refrigerator, German, stain-
less steel $250.00 Samsung 34
long refrigerator, originally
335.29 Euros (no VAT) Moving
soon, Hurry! (+49)163-449-2120
siestanow@yahoo.com

300 watt transformer (3) $75.00
USD 25 each for 3 x 300 watt
transformers Moving soon -
hurry! siestanow@yahoo.com
(+49)163-449-2120

BMW, 530xi, 2008 $18850.00
Blue metallic, 272 HP, auto
trans, AWD, keyless entry start,
sunroof, wood trim, cup holders,
elec seats with mem, heated fr.
seats, park dist contr, headlt
wash system, xenon adapt
lights, AUXILIARY HEAT, cruise
with braking, lights package,
runflat tires w*lum mag rear
tires, alum winter tires, USB
iTunes, Navi, voice contr, Blue-
tooth for Cell Ph, leather interior
& M3 steer wheel, JUST DE-
TAILED, new fr. paint, top BMW
Audio, Eng lang and owners
handbk, all hwy mi btwn Wiesb
and Darm. $68K new. GE
06123-601276,
kiedrich.billgmail.com

BMW, F650 GS, 2006 $1.50
Low Mileage, Dealer main-
tained, ABS, Hand warm grips,
luggage carrier. 063029815599
tegoode@hotmail.com

Miscellaneous 1040
Opel, Tigra Twin Top Converti-
ble, 2005 $4500.00 90 PS
orsepower Already registered in
the American system Comes
with a set of Winter and
Summer Tires 015119054715
shop@sandbox13.com

Microwave, 220v, white $40.00
From PX, 0ver USD 100 new
m o v i n g  s o o n !  H u r r y !
( + 4 9 ) 1 6 3 - 4 4 9 - 2 1 2 0
siestanow@yahoo.com

Autos for Sale
- Benelux 150

Ford, Mondeo, 1996 $800.00
very reliable. I have driven it
every day for the last 3 years.
The only reason I am selling the
car is because I am leaving
Germany. Since I have owned
the car, I have put new brakes
on the front and rear, new brake
cylinders in the rear, new spark
plugs, a new water pump, and a
new timing belt. The car is
currently registered in the US
system, but I have all the
German paperwork as well. If
you agree to take delivery of the
car on August 14th, I will sell the
car for $800, otherwise, $1100.
015143457663,
griffith.daniel@gmail.com

BMW, 320i, 1997 $2000.00
Great car. No issues with brand
new H rated (210KPH) all
season tires. New brakes and
rotors. AC, power locks and
windows. Emergency equipment
included. Spare tire. Call
015158779291 (573) 586-8611
edwardalston66@yahoo.com

Diamant Topas Bike $300.00,
Size 47cm. Barely used. Like
new condition. Paid 400 Euro
new. Asking $300. Pick up only
in Leutershausen. Text or call
Eric 015164514574

Charbroil 6-burner Grill
$200.00 has rain cover and
utensils and side burner Moving
soon!Hurry! (+49)163-449-2120
siestanow@yahoo.com

Volvo , XC60, T6 AWD, 2010
$25000.00 PRICE REDUCED
BELOW BLUE BOOK! Luxury
ride with only 31K miles. In-
cludes Climate and Collision
PKG, Convenience PKG, Tech-
nology PKG, BLIS, Styling PKG,
new tires, rubber floor mats,
Heated Leather seats. Naviga-
tion system, US and European
Navigation Maps. One owner,
Dealer maintained. This is a well
maintained and like new vehicle.
Save thousands over a new
one. LRSMITH60@MSN.COM

Sporting Goods 980
Nissan, Pathfinder LE, 2001
$6200.00 Automatic Remote
Car Starter, Automatic Trans-
mission, Sun Roof, Electric
Windows, Power Mirrors, Cruise
Control, AC, Bluetooth Phone
Integrated System, DVD Movie
Player, AM FM Stereo, Runs
well, maintenance records avail-
able 016099244078 jonathon.c
ureton@yahoo.com

BMW, 318i, 1993 $500.00 obo
color Black. It has around
288,000 km. It runs just need
some mechanical and body
work. It's a good project for a
mechanic or hobbyist. Then
good for a second car or winter
car. The price is negotiable.
ss2day@gmail.com

Built-in Dishwasher $250.00
Koenic dishwasher, originally
301.68 (no VAT) Moving soon!
Hurry! (+49)163-449-2120
siestanow@yahoo.com

Ford, Focus, Sedan, 2011
$9300.00, S Sedan, 43,000
miles, excellent condition,
9290$. 2.0 Liter Duratec 1-4
Engine, AC, AMFM Stereo
Single CD P# Player, Sterling
Grey Metallic, Power steering, 4
speed automatic transmission.
Located in Wiesbaden & Kaiser-
slautern Call time, Wiesbaden
cell 015151326165, 0611
376766 bkerr.kerr@gmail.com

Peugeot 207, 5DR, 2011
$15000.00 One owner. Diesel,
outstanding gas mileage; AC,
tinted windows, Xenon head-
lights, Anti-lock Braking, Brake
Assist, Black TRAX Cloth Trim,
Dual Airbag Package, Seat belt
Pre-tensioner, Side Front Air
Bags, Trip Computer; Two
alarms, Central Locking Remote
Control (3 key remotes), CD
player, plus 6 speakers, Head
Airbags, Power Mirrors, Power
Steering, Power Windows Front
Five-door, with a 1.6-litre,
112bhp engine mated to a
five-speed manual. Contact
number +393347426942

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Furniture/Appliances 511

Autos for Sale
- Italy 144

Mercedes, SLK convertible,
2000 $5250.00 German spec
vehicle, Automatic Trans with air
conditioning, Leather seats and
Bose CD, stereo, excellent
mechanical and physical condi-
tion, Service records on hand
only three owners, Passed
inspection on 11 June 13, no
issues, Tires and wheels only 1
yr old very low mileage on
current set, Great vehicle to
cruise around town or longer
trips. Phone: 0711 680 2154 or
cell: 01633 34 65633⁄42, +49 16
3 3 3  4 6 5 6 3
landkmil@yahoo.com

VOLVO, V70, 2.5T, 2005
$8800.00 5-sp Auto (shiftable),
5-cyl inject (208 hp), 5-dr with
sunroof (electric), ABS Traction
controlinter Mode, SRS (front air
bags), SIPS (Side Impact Pro-
tect Sys), VIC (Volvo Inflatable
Curtain), L & R Child Safety
Seats SO-fix Anchors & Integra-
ted Child Booster Seat, Cruise
Control - Power steering -
brakes, Elect windows (F & B),
Leather Interior, Heated Front
Seats, AC, 601⁄20 rear seat, 3rd
row Aux Seats (fold down), 12v
front, mid & cargo power outlet,
Rear door Child Safety locks,
Sumint Tire 0162 270 8868
robert.j.martinek@usace.army.
mil

IKEA shelves & dresser, white
$60.00 5-drawer Ikea white
laminate chest of drawers; ad-
justable shelving; currently set
up in garage. moving soon!
Hurry! (+49)163-449-2120
siestanow@yahoo.com

Dodge, Charger SRT8, 2012
$32500.00 Redline Red Charger
,all option minus sunroof. Air-
Raid CAI, Corsa Extreme Cat-
back exhaust, original exhaust
and air filter come with car.
Mounted winter and summer
tires. Excellent shape, dealer
maintained. Only serious inqui-
r ies ,  ca l l  a f te r  1800
0176-20984246 or email
a l f j a m 5 6 @ g m a i l . c o m
030-8305-1812

TV, DVD, German Sat Receiver,
stand $80.00 Buy all together for
USD 130 or separately: TV for
USD 60 (32" JVC, +  5 years old,
no hdmi), DVD for USD 30,
Receiver for USD 30, and IKEA
stand for USD 20 Moving soon -
hurry! (+49)163-449-2120
siestanow@yahoo.com

IKEA bath storage cabinet, tall,
mirrored $25.00 IKEA bath
storage cabinet, 76" tall x 25"
wide by 13" deep, mirrored
M o v i n g  s o o n !  H u r r y !
( + 4 9 ) 1 6 3 - 4 4 9 - 2 1 2 0
siestanow@yahoo.com

WINTER TIRES for a Mercedes,
SLK Convertible, 1998 $250.00
4 Platin RP30 Winter Tires with
Aluminum Rims. They look
great!! a must see! Worth much
more than $250 but we are
PCSing. Tires sell new for over
70 euros each without rims. 205
5⁄85 R16 16" (for SLK R171
Models) (Fit multiply years and
models - 200 Kompressor, 280,
300, 350, 55 AMG) STUTT-
GART tinman3dhotmail.com
0175-6672729

Sagem D15t Cordless Phone
(220v) $10.00 Never used! Just
sat in the box. It includes
everything. ss2day@gmail.com

Mercedes, SLK 230 Converti-
ble, 1998 $6300.00 2 Door,
Hard Top Convertible, Air Bags,
PS, ABS, Anti-Theft System,
Power Windows, Power Mirrors,
Power Locks, Tilt Wheel, Re-
mote Keyless Entry, Cruise
Control, AM FM Stereo CD
Player, Dual Climate Control,
Leather Bucket Seats, Power
Seat, Aluminum Wheels.
2 1 2 , 1 7 8  k m ' s .
t i n m a n 3 d @ h o t m a i l . c o m
0175-6672729 Stuttgart

Volvo, S40, 2008 $12000.00 4
Door; US Spec; 2.4L; Premium
audio; Multi CD player; 2x aux
audio input; 2x power outlets;
Heated seats; Power windows;
Power driver seat; AC; Fog
lights; Spoiler; Blue exterior;
Sunroof; 23 MPG city; Instanta-
neous MPG indicator; Miles
remaining fuel usage indicator;
Fits three kids car seats in 2nd
row; price includes a set 17"
snow tires on rims and Volvo-
brand roof travel container with
roof mounts; Available early
August rankinj@yahoo.com

Entryway storage and chair
$50.00 Includes coat & hat
storage cabinet with mirror and
drawer, chair, and hat rack, in
light wood Moving soon - hurry!
( + 4 9 ) 1 6 3 - 4 4 9 - 2 1 2 0
siestanow@yahoo.com

Belkin Surge Protector 220V
$10.00 Belkin Surge Protector
220V, It has 6 plugs. In good
w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n . $ 1 0 ,
ss2day@gmail.com.

Chrysler, Dodge Grand Cara-
van SE, 2009 $12490.00 A
GREAT FAMILY CAR Recently
passed inspection! Owned and
maintained by one family. - 7
seats Stow and Go - Back up
Camera - DVD player with Rear
Entertainment Center - Dual
Sliding Doors - Navigation Sys-
tem - Automatic Transmission -
Cloth Seats - Keyless entry -
Power Windows, locks, mirrors -
ABS Brakes - Cruise control -
Front, Side and Curtain Airbags
- AM FM Radio with CD Player
with MP3 and AUX - Hard Drive
(HDD) for storing music - 16"
Alloy Wheels - Steering Wheel
w i t h  t o u c h  c o n t r o l
0151-2606-7460

KIA, PICANTO, 2009 $6200.00
34-37 mpg avg - Great running
vehicle, purchased new in 2009,
runs well, has had regular
service. Will provide current
inspection for new owner.
j f r a r y @ g m a i l . c o m  o r
070316818428 after 1700.

Toyota, Celica GT, 2003
$5000.00, Low milage. New
brakes. V rated tires. Red 3 door
hatchback Some dings in the
paint but solid all around car.
0151-1653-6209
kaiserin.one@gmail.com

VW, Rabbit (Golf), 2009
$8000.00, Automatic. AC. US
Specs 65500 miles. Good condi-
tion. Recently replaced all
brakes and rotors. Summer tires
new this season. Comes with
extra rims with good winter tires.
More pics available upon re-
quest. NADA value $11,500.
Asking $8,000. Available mid
August (date negotiable) Call or
text Eric 015164514574

Contemporary chair $25.00
White steel and gray molded
plastic, see image on-line. Mov-
i n g  s o o n !  H u r r y !
( + 4 9 ) 1 6 3 - 4 4 9 - 2 1 2 0
siestanow@yahoo.com

220V Power Adapters $2.00 I
have 3 plug and 6 Plug 220v
power adapters. Selling 3 plug
for $2 and 6 plug for $4. half the
p r i c e  o f  r e t a i l .
ss2day@gmail.com

Automotive 140 Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Home Electronics 570Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Announcements 040 Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Furniture 510Autos for Sale
- Germany 142
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SCOREBOARD

Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules.
myafn.net

Sports 
on AFN

Pro basketball

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 15 9 .625 —
Washington 13 13 .500  3
Indiana 12 14 .462  4
New York 10 14 .417  5
Chicago 10 15 .400  5½
Connecticut 10 16 .385  6

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
x-Phoenix 21 3 .875 —
x-Minnesota 20 6 .769  2
Los Angeles 12 14 .462 10
San Antonio 12 14 .462 10
Tulsa 9 17 .346 13
Seattle 9 18 .333 13½

x-clinched playoff spot
Sunday’s games

Minnesota 76, Connecticut 65
Washington 77, Atlanta 67
Tulsa 79, Chicago 69

Monday’s games
Los Angeles 77, Indiana 73

Tuesday’s games
Connecticut at Atlanta
Washington at New York
Chicago at San Antonio
Seattle at Tulsa
Los Angeles at Phoenix

Pro soccer

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L T Pts GF GA
Sporting KC 11 5 5 38 31 19
D.C. 10 5 4 34 29 20
Toronto FC 7 6 5 26 27 25
Columbus 6 7 8 26 25 27
New York 5 6 9 24 32 31
New England 7 11 2 23 25 33
Philadelphia 5 8 8 23 33 35
Chicago 3 5 11 20 27 33
Houston 5 11 4 19 22 40
Montreal 3 12 5 14 21 37

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 12 5 2 38 35 27
Real Salt Lake 8 4 8 32 31 26
Los Angeles 8 4 6 30 29 16
Colorado 8 6 6 30 31 24
FC Dallas 8 7 6 30 34 31
Vancouver 6 4 10 28 31 29
Portland 6 6 9 27 35 35
Chivas USA 6 9 5 23 21 33
San Jose 5 8 5 20 22 20

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Wednesday, July 23
San Jose 5, Chicago 1

Thursday’s game
Real Salt Lake 3, Montreal 1

Friday’s game
Colorado 3, Chivas USA 0

Saturday’s games
Sporting Kansas City 2, Toronto FC 1
Columbus 2, New England 1

Sunday’s games
Vancouver 2, FC Dallas 2, tie
Portland 3, Montreal 2

Monday’s game
Los Angeles 3, Seattle FC 0

Wednesday’s games
Toronto FC at D.C. United
Colorado at New England
Vancouver at Chicago
New York at Real Salt Lake

Monday
Galaxy 3, Sounders 0

Los Angeles 3 0—3
Seattle FC 0 0—0

First half—1, Los Angeles, Zardes 7 
(Donovan, Sarvas), 8th minute. 2, Los 
Angeles, Donovan 4, 18th. 3, Los Angeles, 
Ishizaki 4 (Sarvas, Donovan), 36th.

Goalies—Los Angeles, Jaime Penedo; 
Seattle FC, Stefan Frei.

Yellow Cards—Donovan, Los Angeles, 
27th; Gonzalez, Los Angeles, 45th+; Ani-
baba, Seattle FC, 69th; Pineda, Seattle 
FC, 79th.

A—39,304 (32,400)

NWSL
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 14 1 4 46 40 15
FC Kansas City 11 5 4 37 34 26
Portland 8 7 6 30 37 33
Chicago 7 6 7 28 24 20
Washington 8 8 4 28 31 39
Western New York 7 10 3 24 33 28
Sky Blue FC 4 8 7 19 21 34
Houston 5 10 3 18 20 30
Boston 4 13 2 14 30 45

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Wednesday, July 23
Washington 1, Portland 1, tie

Friday, July 25
Boston 4, Western New York 2

Saturday, July 26
Chicago 0, Houston 0, tie

Sunday, July 27
FC Kansas City 2, Sky Blue FC 1
Seattle FC 5, Portland 0

Wednesday’s games
FC Kansas City at Washington
Seattle FC at Houston

Thursday’s game
Western New York at Sky Blue FC

Saturday’s games
Chicago at Washington
Seattle FC at FC Kansas City

Sunday’s games
Houston at Portland
Western New York at Boston

Golf

Ryder Cup points
At Gleneagles Hotel

Gleneagles, Scotland
Sept. 26-28, 2014
Through July 27
United States

 1. x-Bubba Watson 6,828.138
 2. Jim Furyk 5,875.194
 3. Jimmy Walker 5,510.205
 4. Rickie Fowler 5,403.253
 5. Dustin Johnson 5,133.807
 6. Matt Kuchar 4,999.665
 7. Jordan Spieth 4,781.827
 8. Jason Dufner 3,516.345
 9. Zach Johnson 3,450.894
10. Patrick Reed 3,301.393
11. Phil Mickelson 3,252.838
12. Brendon Todd 3,250.483
13. Chris Kirk 3,226.883
14. Ryan Moore 3,118.872
15. Webb Simpson 3,086.070

x-clinched berth
Europe

European Points
 1. Rory McIlroy 3,051,298.44
 2. Victor Dubuisson 2,631,723.27
 3. Jamie Donaldson 2,398,823.78
 4. Henrik Stenson 2,393,504.67
 5. Thomas Bjorn 2,351,204.85
 6. Martin Kaymer 1,968,602.18
 7. Ian Poulter 1,910,151.26
 8. Justin Rose 1,846,094.97
 9. Sergio Garcia 1,835,656.78
10. Joost Luiten 1,568,079.36

World Points
 1. Rory McIlroy 358.26
 2. Henrik Stenson 346.99
 3. Sergio Garcia 317.40
 4. Justin Rose 261.33
 5. Martin Kaymer 245.87
 6. Thomas Bjorn 193.77
 7. Victor Dubuisson 186.97
 8. Luke Donald 162.44
 9. Jamie Donaldson 162.23
10. Graeme McDowell 155.97

PGA Tour statistics
Through July 27
Scoring Average

1, Sergio Garcia, 68.988. 2, Rory Mc-
Ilroy, 69.377. 3, Matt Kuchar, 69.415. 4, 
Adam Scott, 69.456. 5, Jim Furyk, 69.539. 
6, Dustin Johnson, 69.546. 7, Graeme Mc-
Dowell, 69.570. 8, Bubba Watson, 69.675. 
9, Jordan Spieth, 69.748. 10, Brendon 
Todd, 69.752.

Driving Distance
1, Bubba Watson, 313.6. 2, Dustin John-

son, 311.0. 3, Rory McIlroy, 307.5. 4, J.B. 
Holmes, 307.1. 5, Andrew Loupe, 306.8. 6, 
Brooks Koepka, 306.2. 7, Robert Garrigus, 
305.5. 8, Jason Kokrak, 304.7. 9, Jhonattan 
Vegas, 304.6. 10, Charles Howell III, 304.2.

Driving Accuracy Percentage
1, Joe Durant, 75.92%. 2, David Toms, 

74.97%. 3, Tim Clark, 74.43%. 4, Justin 
Hicks, 73.56%. 5, Heath Slocum, 72.25%. 

6, Zach Johnson, 71.49%. 7, Paul Goydos, 
71.01%. 8, Jim Furyk, 70.47%. 9, Ken Duke, 
70.43%. 10, Billy Hurley III, 70.34%.

Greens in Regulation Percentage
1, Chad Campbell, 72.44%. 2, Graham 

DeLaet, 71.33%. 3, Justin Hicks, 71.25%. 
4, Sergio Garcia, 69.59%. 5, Harris Eng-
lish, 69.44%. 6, J.J. Henry, 69.41%. 7, Ryan 
Moore, 69.36%. 8, Billy Horschel, 69.28%. 
9, Joe Durant, 69.09%. 10, Charley Hoff-
man, 68.72%.

Total Driving
1, Shawn Stefani, 68. 2, Adam Scott, 74. 

3, Graham DeLaet, 82. 4, Derek Ernst, 85. 
5, Henrik Stenson, 86. 6, Lucas Glover, 87. 
7, Hudson Swafford, 89. 8, Nick Watney, 
92. 9, Hunter Mahan, 93. 10, Bubba Wat-
son, 96.

Strokes Gained — Putting
1, Matt Every, .990. 2, Aaron Baddeley, 

.905. 3, Brendon Todd, .889. 4, Greg Chalm-
ers, .873. 5, Freddie Jacobson, .833. 6, 
Jimmy Walker, .790. 7, Graeme McDowell, 
.777. 8, Luke Donald, .759. 9, Webb Simp-
son, .722. 10, Michael Thompson, .548.

Birdie Average
1, Rory McIlroy, 4.53. 2, Jimmy Walker, 

4.31. 3, Adam Scott, 4.20. 4, Bubba Wat-
son, 4.12. 5, Hideki Matsuyama, 4.09. 6, 
Sergio Garcia, 4.08. 7, Dustin Johnson, 
4.05. 8, Charley Hoffman, 4.04. 9 (tie), 
Charl Schwartzel and Jordan Spieth, 
4.00.

Eagles (Holes per)
1, Justin Rose, 86.4. 2, Will MacKen-

zie, 87.4. 3, Bubba Watson, 98.0. 4, Billy 
Horschel, 102.0. 5, Marc Leishman, 111.6. 
6, Stewart Cink, 112.2. 7, Patrick Reed, 
113.4. 8, Dustin Johnson, 114.0. 9, Steven 
Bowditch, 116.2. 10, Paul Casey, 118.3.

Sand Save Percentage
1, Vijay Singh, 64.04%. 2, Tim Clark, 

63.00%. 3, Mike Weir, 62.16%. 4, Charlie 
Wi, 61.54%. 5, Jonas Blixt, 61.11%. 6, Bill 
Haas, 60.87%. 7, Phil Mickelson, 60.75%. 
8, Justin Leonard, 60.58%. 9, Brendon 
Todd, 60.14%. 10, John Senden, 60.00%.

All-Around Ranking
1, Adam Scott, 148. 2, Sergio Garcia, 

248. 3, Dustin Johnson, 280. 4, Bubba Wat-
son, 302. 5, Rory McIlroy, 313. 6, Justin 
Rose, 340. 7, Martin Kaymer, 364. 8, Zach 
Johnson, 373. 9, Kevin Na, 374. 10, 2 tied 
with 395.

World rankings
Through July 27

 1. Adam Scott AUS 9.10
 2. Rory McIlroy NIR 8.03
 3. Henrik Stenson SWE 7.69
 4. Justin Rose ENG 7.23
 5. Sergio Garcia ESP 6.95
 6. Matt Kuchar USA 6.72
 7. Bubba Watson USA 6.71
 8. Jim Furyk USA 6.42
 9. Jason Day AUS 6.29
10. Tiger Woods USA 6.07
11. Jordan Spieth USA 5.84 

Deals

Monday’s transactions
BASEBALL

COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE — Suspend-
ed Milwaukee 3B (Brevard County-FSL)
50 games after testing positive for an 
amphetamine in violation of the Minor 
League Drug Prevention and Treatment 
Program.

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Placed LHP T.J. 

McFarland on the bereavement list. Re-
called RHP Preston Guilmet from Norfolk
(IL).

HOUSTON ASTROS — Optioned RHP 
Brad Peacock to Oklahoma City (PCL).
Placed RHP Josh Zeid on the 15-day DL, 
retroactive to July 25. Reinstated RHP
Collin McHugh from the 15-day DL.

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Sent LHP C.J.
Wilson to Arkansas (TL) for a rehab as-
signment.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Assigned RHP
Chris Leroux outright to Scranton/Wil-
kes-Barre (IL). Designated LHP Jeff Fran-
cis for assignment. Recalled OF Zoilo Al-
monte from Scranton/Wilkes-Barre.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Placed OF
Craig Gentry on the 15-day DL. Selected 
the contract of OF Billy Burns from Mid-
land (TL).

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Designated LHP 
Erik Bedard for assignment. Reinstated 
RHP Joel Peralta from the 15-day DL.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Acquired INF 
Danny Valencia from Kansas City for RHP 
Liam Hendriks and C Erik Kratz.

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Placed 

INF Nick Evans on unconditional release 
waivers. Reinstated INF Jordan Pacheco
from the 15-day DL.

CHICAGO CUBS — Traded 2B Darwin 
Barney to the L.A. Dodgers for a player 
to be named.

COLORADO ROCKIES — Sent LHP 
Boone Logan and 1B Justin Morneau to
Colorado Springs (PCL) for rehab assign-
ments.

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Agreed to
terms with RHP Barry Enright on a minor 
league contract.

MIAMI MARLINS — Optioned C J.T. 
Realmuto to Jacksonville (SL). Recalled
OF Jake Marisnick from New Orleans 
(PCL).

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Sent RHP Ger-
rit Cole to Indianapolis (IL) for a rehab 
assignment.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Agreed to
terms with SS Christian Muscarello on a 
minor league contract.

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Placed OF Car-
los Quentin on the 15-day DL, retroactive
to July 27. Optioned 3B Brooks Conrad to
El Paso (PCL). Recalled LHP Jason Lane 
and 2B Jedd Gyorko from El Paso. Sent 
LHP Robbie Erlin to the AZL Padres for a 
rehab assignment.

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Optioned
RHP George Kontos to Fresno (PCL).

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Released OL 
Chris Faulk and PK/P Jake Rogers. Ac-
tivated TE Gary Barnidge and LB Tank
Carder. Signed WR Marlon Moore.

DETROIT LIONS — Activated WR Gold-
en Tate from PUP-active list. Released DE 
Kalonji Kashama.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Released RB
Chris Rainey.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Claimed
RB Tyler Gaffney off waivers from Caro-
lina. Released LB Josh Hull.

OAKLAND RAIDERS — Signed S Jeremy
Deering.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Released
RB Brendan Bigelow and WR Quinton
Payton. Signed DT Jibreel Black and CB 
Anthony Gaitor.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS — Signed LB 
Everette Brown.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

DETROIT RED WINGS — Agreed to
terms with LW Tomas Tatar on a three-
year contract.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

NEW YORK RED BULLS — Loaned D 
Connor Lade to the New York Cosmos 
(NASL). Signed D Damien Perrinelle. 

Tennis

Bank of the West Classic
A U.S. Open Series event

Monday
At The Taube Family Tennis Center

Stanford, Calif.
Purse: $710,000 (Premier)

Surface: Hard-Outdoor
Singles

First Round
Karolina Pliskova, Czech Republic, def. 

Kimiko Date-Krumm, Japan, 6-1, 6-3.
Naomi Osaka, Japan, def. Sam Stosur, 

Australia, 4-6, 7-6 (7), 7-5.
Sacha Vickery, United States, def. 

Zhang Shuai, China, 6-1, 6-2.
Varvara Lepchenko, United States, def. 

Caroline Garcia, France, 6-4, 6-3.
Andrea Petkovic (8), Germany, def. 

Ajla Tomljanovic, Croatia, 6-1, 6-4.
CoCo Vandeweghe, United States, def. 

Kristie Ahn, United States, 6-2, 7-5.
Doubles

First Round
Garbine Muguruza and Carla Suarez 

Navarro (3), Spain, def. Eva Hrdinova, 
Czech Republic, and Andreja Klepac, Slo-
venia, 6-4, 6-2.

Mirjana Lucic-Baroni, Croatia, and 
Karolina Pliskova, Czech Republic, def. 
Darija Jurak, Croatia, and Megan Moult-
on-Levy, United States, 4-6, 6-4, 10-7.

Alla Kudryavtseva, Russia, and Anas-
tasia Rodionova (2), Australia, def. Paula 
Ormaechea, Argentina, and Aleksandra 
Wozniak, Canada, walkover. 

Citi Open
A U.S. Open Series event

Monday
At William H.G. FitzGerald Tennis Center

Washington
Purse: Men, $1.4 million (WT500); 

Women, $250,000 (Intl.)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Men

First Round
Robby Ginepri, United States, def. Ale-

jandro Falla, Colombia, 6-4, 6-2.
Tim Smyczek, United States, def. Alex 

Kuznetsov, United States, 6-3, 6-0.
Benoit Paire, France, def. Frank 

Dancevic, Canada, 6-4, 6-0.
Malek Jaziri, Tunisia, def. Sergiy Stak-

hovsky, Ukraine, 7-6 (2), 6-4.
Bernard Tomic, Australia, def. Alejan-

dro Gonzalez, Colombia, 6-3, 6-2.
Donald Young, United States, def. 

Yuichi Sugita, Japan, 6-4, 4-6, 6-4.
Rajeev Ram, United States, def. Jared 

Donaldson, United States, 6-7 (1), 6-4, 7-
5.

Marinko Matosevic, Australia, def. Il-
lya Marchenko, Ukraine, 6-4, 7-5.

Lukas Lacko, Slovakia, def. Filip Peli-
wo, Canada, 7-5, 6-3.

Evgeny Donskoy, Russia, def. Francis 
Tiafoe, United States, 6-4. 6-4.

Women
First Round

Svetlana Kuznetsova (6), Russia, def. 
Polona Hercog, Slovenia, 6-3, 6-2.

Vania King, United States, def. Fran-
coise Abanda, Canada, 6-2, 6-0.

Hiroko Kuwata, Japan, def. Alison 
Riske, United States, 6-0, 7-5.

Taylor Townsend, United States, def. 
Julia Goerges, Germany, 3-6, 6-2, 6-3.

Shelby Rogers, United States, def. 
Alize Cornet (3), France, 7-5, 4-6, 6-4.

Zarina Diyas, Kazakhstan, def. Torna-
do Alicia Black, United States, 6-4, 6-0.

Kurumi Nara, Japan, def. Madison 
Keys (7), United States, 7-5, 6-3.

Sorana Cirstea (8), Romania, def. Kiki 
Bertens, Netherlands, 6-4, 4-6, 6-3.

Doubles
Women

First Round
Arina Rodionova and Olivia Rogowska 

(4), Australia, def. Louisa Chirico and 
Sanaz Marand, United States, 5-7, 6-1, 
13-11. 

bet-at-home Cup
Monday

At Mercedes-Benz Sportpark Kitzbuehel
Kitzbuehel, Austria

Purse: $573,000 (WT250)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Andreas Haider-Maurer, Austria, def. 
Gerald Melzer, Austria, 6-2, 7-6 (1).

Albert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, def. Vik-
tor Galovic, Croatia, 6-7 (5), 7-5, 6-2.

Maximo Gonzalez, Argentina, def. 
Pablo Carreno Busta (8), Spain, 6-3, 4-6, 
7-5.

Pere Riba, Spain, def. Dustin Brown, 
Germany, 7-6 (6), 7-5.

Jiri Vesely, Czech Republic, def. Jan-
Lennard Struff, Germany, 6-4, 6-4.

Dominic Thiem (5), Austria, def. Joao 
Souza, Brazil, 7-6 (4), 3-6, 7-5.

Doubles
First Round

Daniele Bracciali, Italy, and An-
drey Golubev, Kazakhstan, def. Johan 
Brunstrom, Sweden, and Nicholas Mon-
roe, United States, 6-2, 6-4.

Martin Emmrich, Germany, and Lukas 
Rosol (3), Czech Republic, def. Thomas 
Pichl, Austria, and Andreas Seppi, Italy, 
6-2, 6-2.

Gerald and Jurgen Melzer, Austria, def. 
Tomasz Bednarek, Poland, and Teymuraz 
Gabashvili, Russia, 6-4, 2-6, 10-4. 

Pro football

NFL preseason
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
 W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Miami 0 0 0 .000 0 0
New England 0 0 0 .000 0 0
N.Y. Jets 0 0 0 .000 0 0

South
Houston 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Indianapolis 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Jacksonville 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Tennessee 0 0 0 .000 0 0

North
Baltimore 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Cincinnati 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Cleveland 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Pittsburgh 0 0 0 .000 0 0

West
Denver 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Kansas City 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Oakland 0 0 0 .000 0 0
San Diego 0 0 0 .000 0 0

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Dallas 0 0 0 .000 0 0
N.Y. Giants 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Philadelphia 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Washington 0 0 0 .000 0 0

South
Atlanta 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Carolina 0 0 0 .000 0 0
New Orleans 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Tampa Bay 0 0 0 .000 0 0

North
Chicago 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Detroit 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Green Bay 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Minnesota 0 0 0 .000 0 0

West
Arizona 0 0 0 .000 0 0
San Francisco 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Seattle 0 0 0 .000 0 0
St. Louis 0 0 0 .000 0 0

Sunday, Aug. 3
N.Y. Giants vs. Buffalo at Canton

Thursday, Aug. 7
Indianapolis at N.Y. Jets
New England at Washington
San Francisco at Baltimore
Cincinnati at Kansas City
Seattle at Denver
Dallas at San Diego

Friday, Aug. 8
Miami at Atlanta
Buffalo at Carolina
Tampa Bay at Jacksonville
Philadelphia at Chicago
Oakland at Minnesota
New Orleans at St. Louis

Saturday, Aug. 9
Cleveland at Detroit
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Giants
Green Bay at Tennessee
Houston at Arizona

Boxing

Fight schedule
Aug. 1

At Little Creek Casino Resort, Shelton, 
Wash., Thomas Williams Jr. vs. Gabriel 
Campillo, 12, light heavyweights; Andre 
Dirrell vs. Renan St Juste, 10, super mid-
dleweights.

Aug. 2
At Revel Resort, Atlantic City, N.J., 

Sergey Kovalev vs. Blake Caparello, 12, 
for Kovalev’s WBO cruiserweight title; 
Isaac Chilemba vs. Cory Cummings, 10, 
cruiserweights.

At Cosmopolitan, Las Vegas, Brandon 
Rios vs. Diego Gabriel Chaves, 12, welter-
weights; Jessie Vargas vs. Anton Novikov, 
12, for Vargas’ WBA World junior welter-
weight title.

Aug. 7
At American Bank Center, Corpus 

Christi, Texas, Jerry Belmontes vs. Abner 
Cotto, 10, junior lightweights.

Aug. 8
At CONSOL Energy Center, Pittsburgh, 

James Stevenson vs. Samual Vasquez, 12, 
for the vacant USBA welterweight title.

At Churchill County Fairgrounds, Fal-
lon, Nev., Willie Nelson vs. Luis Grajeda, 
10, junior middleweights.

Aug. 9
At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., 

Daniel Jacobs vs. Jarrod Fletcher, 12, for 
the vacant WBA World middleweight ti-
tle; Lamont Peterson vs. Edgar Santana, 
12, for Peterson’s IBF junior welterweight 
title; Danny Garcia vs. Rod Salka, 12, for 
Garcia’s WBC-WBA Super World junior 
welterweight titles.

At Sands Bethlehem (Pa.), Vyacheslav 
Glazkov vs. Derric Rossy, 10, heavy-
weights; Vasily Lepikhin vs. Robert Ber-
ridge, 10, cruiserweights.

At Ica, Peru, Nehomar Cermeno vs. 
Carlos Zambrano, 12, for Cermeno’s in-
terim WBA World junior featherweight 
title.

At Monterrey, Mexico, Katsunari 
Takayama vs. Francisco Rodriguez, Jr., 
12, for Takayama’s IBF-WBO minimum-
weight titles. 

AP sportlight
July 30

1870 — Monmouth Park opens with a 
five-day race meet.

1930 — Uruguay beats Argentina 4-2 
for soccer’s first World Cup in Montevi-
deo.

 1961 — Jerry Barber edges Don Janu-
ary by one stroke in a playoff to win the 
PGA title.

1968 — Washington’s Ron Hansen 
pulls off an unassisted triple play, but 
the Cleveland Indians still win 10-1.

1971 — In the NFL Chicago All Star 
game, the Baltimore Colts beat the All-
Stars 24-17.

1976 — Bruce Jenner sets the world re-
cord in the Olympic decathlon with 8,618 
points, breaking Nikolai Avilov’s mark by 
164 points.

1980 — Houston pitcher J.R. Richard 
suffers a stroke during a workout at the 
Astrodome.

1984 — Michael Gross of West Germa-
ny sets a world record in the 200-meter 
freestyle with a time of 1:47.44 at a meet 
in Munich.

1996 — The American softball team 
wins the gold medal, beating China 3-1 
behind a controversial two-run homer 
from Dot Richardson in the first Olympic 
competition in that sport.

2004 — At the London Grand Prix meet, 
Russia’s Yelena Isinbayeva breaks the 
pole vault world record for the third time 
in five weeks, clearing 16 feet, ¾ inch at 
Crystal Palace. 
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Peppers adjusts to life 
in Packers’ 3-4 defense

BY GENARO C. ARMAS

The Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Standing 
a sturdy 6 feet 7 inches tall, Pack-

ers pass rusher 
Julius Peppers 
poses an impos-
ing sight to op-
posing linemen 
even without 
pads.

Good thing 
Green Bay’s front five only has to 
go up against Peppers in practice 
now.

The eight-time Pro Bowler is 
spending his first training camp 
in Titletown after joining the 
Packers as a free agent in the 
offseason following four seasons 
with the division rival Chicago 
Bears. The lure of playing in a 
3-4 defense that also features 
linebacker Clay Matthews helped 
lure Peppers north to Green Bay.

“It is a new challenge and I’m 
looking forward to not only prov-
ing to myself that I can do it, but 
proving to the outsiders who don’t 
think I can do it,” Peppers said 
Monday after the Packers prac-
ticed in pads for the first time.

When last seen at Lambeau 
Field on Nov. 4, Peppers was 
wreaking havoc on a Packers 
offense that had just lost quar-
terback Aaron Rodgers to a col-
larbone injury. He picked off a 
short pass by backup quarterback 
Seneca Wallace, and later sacked 
Wallace to help snap Chicago’s 
six-game losing streak to Green 
Bay with a 27-20 win.

“Just the physical stature that 
Julius has, I mean that alone is 
intimidating enough for an of-

Work: 49ers’ Harbaugh 
impressed with Okoye

MORRY GASH/AP 

New Green Bay Packers defensive ene Julius Peppers, left, talks to teammate Mike Neal during the 
team’s training camp session on Saturday in Green Bay, Wis.

fense,” right guard T.J. Lang said. 
“Every time you look at the guy, 
you’re just as equally impressed 
as the first time you’ve seen him. 
He’s just a freak.”

One who has 118 1⁄2 sacks since 
entering the league in 2002, 
ranked 17th in NFL history. But 
Peppers recorded just seven 
sacks last season, the fewest for 
him since 2007.

He became a salary cap ca-
sualty in 
Chicago, 
which 
may ex-
plain Pep-
pers’ need 
to prove 
himself 
again in 
his 13th 
NFL 
season.

“Well, 
it’s not 
about 
really 
proving 
anybody 
wrong. 
It’s about 
accom-
plishing 
some per-

sonal goals, one of which being is 
winning a world championship. 
That’s the main thing,” Peppers 
said.

For the Packers, Peppers 
punches up a defense that lacked 
enough playmakers last season, 
especially with Matthews side-
lined for much of the year with 
a right thumb injury. The long-
haired linebacker is a full partici-
pant again in camp following a 

second surgery in the offseason.
The ideal scenario for coach 

Mike McCarthy might find Pep-
pers and Matthews charging 
from opposite ends of the line to 
get the quarterback, though don’t 
expect Matthews and Peppers 
to just remain on one side or the 
other. The first few days of camp 
has the duo moving around the 
field, one of McCarthy’s tweaks 
to a defense that sagged in the 
second half in 2013.

“I think we’re all about taking 
advantage of mismatches, but 
any time you could add someone 
of Peppers’ caliber to the line, 
who gets after the quarterback 
and has a proven sack record, it 
definitely helps,” Matthews said. 
“At the same time, the same is 
expected of me no matter where 
I’m at in the line, whether it’s left, 
right, in the middle.”

Just to be clear, though, this 
is no fad defense where Peppers 
will primarily be used to cover 
the flat.

“He’s here to go toward the 
quarterback, we all understand 
that,” McCarthy said. “But when 
he does drop he has great ability 
and range.”

It’s something he didn’t do 
much while with the Bears. But 
Peppers said he’s getting more 
comfortable with the task — it’s 
just a matter of adjusting to the 
learning curve in a different 
scheme.

“Well, that was one of the things 
that attracted me to coming,” 
Peppers said. “A chance to stand 
up, move around, drop, rush, play 
in different positions — was one 
of the things that made me want 
to come here in the first place.”

‘ It’s not 
about really 
proving any-
body wrong. 
It’s about ac-
complishing 
some per-
sonal goals, 
one of which 
is winning a 
world cham-
pionship. ’

Julius Peppers
Green Bay Packers

FROM BACK PAGE

“I have a long way to go,” Okoye 
said. “If I’m satisfied, I’m selling 
myself short. I’m enjoying the 
whole process. It’s crazy, really. I 
can’t watch tape from last year, I 
wince a lot. I feel like a different 
player.”

He lined up for pass rush-
ing drills Saturday for the first 
time and overwhelmed Jonathan 
Martin, who is learning a new 
position. He wasn’t quite as suc-
cessful against eight-year veteran 
Joe Staley.

“That’s why it’s good to go up 
against the best left side in the 
league,” said Okoye said. “It’s all 
part of the learning process. It’s 
going to be tough, but I expect to 
beat people.”

‘ T he bull rush, 
right now, is a real 
strength . ’

Jim Harbaugh
49ers head coach on Okoye’s talent

The 49ers currently list 10 de-
fensive linemen on their roster,
including six with two years or
less of experience. Rookie Kaleb 
Ramsey is on the physically un-
able to perform list.

Okoye and second-year pro
Tank Carradine lived and 
worked out together for most of
the offseason, developing a close
relationship. 
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BY JOHN WAWROW

The Associated Oress

BUFFALO, N.Y. 

There are two things  of 
which receiver Andre 
Reed is most certain in 
preparing to be inducted 

into the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
this weekend.

The eight-year wait to hear his 
name called really didn’t feel that 
long. More important, the timing 
of the announcement in Febru-
ary, was fitting given the sudden 
uncertainty hovering over his be-
loved Buffalo Bills.

Jim Kelly, the Hall of Fame 
quarterback and face of the fran-
chise, is in a weakened state 
while battling cancer. And Ralph 
Wilson, the team’s Hall of Fame 
owner, died in March. The Bills 
are on the market, with concerns 
of the franchise potentially relo-
cating under a new owner.

As a result, Reed views his in-
duction as something capable of 
providing anyone who’s ever had 
a connection to the Bills a joyous 
diversion by giving them a reason 
to celebrate Saturday night.

“This is bigger than me,” Reed 
said. “We all know what’s going 
on with the team and all that stuff. 
This is like a breath of fresh air. 
I’m glad I’m at the forefront of 
this, because there’s something to 
be happy about.”

Going from Kutztown State, a 
Division II school in Pennsylva-
nia, to Canton, Ohio, Reed sparked 
more than a few celebrations dur-
ing his 16-year NFL career, the 
first 15 spent in Buffalo.

When he retired after the 2000 
season, Reed ranked third on the 
NFL list with 951 catches, fourth 
with 13,198 yards receiving and 
sixth with 87 touchdowns receiv-
ing. He was an integral part of a 
Kelly-quarterbacked and Marv 
Levy-coached team that won four 
consecutive AFC championships 
from 1990-93, but each time lost 
in the Super Bowl.

The team was built by former 
general manager Bill Polian, 
and has now produced six Hall 
of Famers, rounded out by Kelly, 
Levy, defensive end Bruce Smith, 
running back Thurman Thomas 
and receiver James Lofton.

Reed’s induction was consid-
ered by many long overdue.

“Thank goodness,” said Po-
lian, who worried whether Reed’s 
chances had passed him by. “I 
mean, there was no better receiver 
in football than Andre Reed when 
he played, and only Jerry Rice, in 

my humble opinion, is in the same 
breath.”

Though Rice had the num-
bers and Super Bowl rings, Reed 
helped revolutionize the slot re-
ceiver position.

Despite a wiry, 6-foot-2, 190-
pound frame, Reed was fearless in 
going across the middle to make 
catches in traffic in what was 
dubbed the Bills’ “K-Gun” no-
huddle offense.

“He was a slot receiver long be-
fore there was such a position,” Po-
lian said, noting that defenses first 
used linebackers to cover Reed. 
“He had to go in there in that traf-
fic and do very heavy work.”

Reed was driven to prove him-
self after going mostly overlooked 
before the Bills drafted him with 
the 86th pick in 1985.

He can still recall being seated 
on the same flight as Smith — the 
Bills’ No. 1 draft pick — on his 
first trip to Buffalo.

“I was young and raw,” Reed 
recalled. “I came from humble 
beginnings. I’m not saying nobody 
else did, but I had to be better 
than everybody else to get that eye 
looking at me.”

The attention finally found him. 
Reed was a seven-time Pro Bowl 
selection. He became Kelly’s most 
trusted target, with the two hook-
ing up 663 times to set an NFL re-
cord, which was eventually broken 
by the Indianapolis combination 
of Peyton Manning and Marvin 
Harrison in 2004.

Former teammate-turned-
broadcaster Steve Tasker recalled 
how Reed maintained his compet-
itive desire after he retired.

That was apparent in 2002, dur-
ing a flag football game for chari-
ty between teams headed by Kelly 
and former Dolphins quarterback 
Dan Marino.

“As we break the huddle, Andre 
can’t help it. He goes: ‘Hey, right 
here, bro.’ ” Tasker said with a 
laugh, recalling how much Reed 

6637951
Receptions 

during Andre 
Reed’s 16-year 

career, third most 
when he retired 
in 2000. His 
13,198 yards 

was fourth most.

Number of 
consecutive Pro 
Bowl selections 
for Reed from 
1989-95. He 

also was a four-
time All-AFC 
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Buffalo Bills wide receiver Andre Reed retired in 2000 with 951 catches for 13,198 yards and 87 
touchdowns. Reed says the eight-year wait to get into the Hall of Fame didn’t feel that long.

Reed again gives Bills cause to celebrate

‘ I mean, there was no better receiver in 
football than Andre Reed when he played, 
and only Jerry Rice, in my humble opinion, 
is in the same breath. ’

Bill Polian
Bills GM who built team that won four straight AFC titles

wanted the ball even in a game 
with nothing on the line. “Jim 
stands up and says, ‘Are you jok-
ing?’ It was just like clockwork. It 
was hilarious.”

For Reed, the Hall of Fame 
festivities will serve as a reunion 
and includes Kelly, who is strong 
enough to make the trip.

“It’s going to be real special to 
see him there,” Reed said. “It’s like 
your whole family being there.”

The only one missing will be 
Ralph Wilson.

“He’s going to be the only per-
son, the most important person, 
that’s not going to be there,” Reed 
said. “But we all hold his spirit. 
And we all hold what he meant 
to football, what he meant to 
Buffalo.”

Prolific WR rose from D-II college
to key weapon in Buffalo’s ‘K-Gun’

Andre Reed 
will be the 
30th member 
of the Hall of 
Fame born in 
Pennsylvania, the 
most of any state.

SOURCE: profootballhof.com

Did you know
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BY R.B. FALLSTROM

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS

It’s become a rite of training 
camp for Sam Bradford.

Every summer, he deals 
with the oversized burden 

of living up to getting picked first 
overall in 2010. The St. Louis 
Rams quarterback is not sur-
prised that once again, he’s sup-
posedly at a career crossroads.

Bradford can’t remember when 
that wasn’t perceived to be the 
case, and he tries to ignore low 
outside expectations that include 
a fantasy rating in the bottom half 
of NFL quarterbacks and other 
assorted doubts. He’s as eager as 
anyone on the outside to be a dif-
ference-maker in a breakthrough 
season.

“Every year is a ‘make-it-or-
break-it’ year according to some-
one,” Bradford said, then quickly 
shifted to team emphasis. “I think 
everyone in our locker room feels 
really good about where we’re at 
right now and where this football 
team is going.

“I think we have a great chance 
to be really good.”

So far he’s been impressive in 
camp, rewarded for dedication to 
the rehab program. Though he’s 
wearing a brace, there have been 
no restrictions.

“If we have to back down, we’ll 
back down,” coach Jeff Fisher 
said.

Whatever he does, criticism 
flows freely. The team can only 
scoff at some of the opinions on 
social media.

The biggest reason Bradford is 
a lightning rod player is because 
he had the good fortune to be the 
last high-dollar No. 1 pick before 
the NFL went to a rookie salary 
cap. He has two years to go on a 
six-year deal worth $78 million 
that can be a bit of an albatross 

if the Rams aren’t winning, or if 
he’s injured.

“No one steps on the field to 
lose,” Bradford said. “I think we 
want it just as bad as the city and 
the fans do.”

Former Seahawks fullback 
Michael Robinson suggested on 
ESPN recently that Bradford has 
a reputation of being “soft.” He 
also missed six games with a high 
ankle sprain in 2011.

Another opinion making the 
rounds this week is the notion 
Bradford is a high-paid game 
manager with limited improvisa-
tional skills.

“Geez, there’s a million experts 
out there and they all know foot-
ball so well, but they’ve never 
coached or played a day in their 
life,” defensive end Chris Long 
said. “If I sit there and start talk-
ing about Cardinals baseball, 
well, I’m not a baseball player, 
I’m just a fan. It’s kind of out of 
my lane.”

Long was chosen second over-
all a year before Bradford went 
No. 1, so he can relate to atten-
tion that sometimes borders on 
obsessive.

“It’s just dialogue and you’ve 
got to block it out, and I think he 
does a really good job of it,” Long 
said. “He’s a tough guy mentally 
and physically and he’s just going 
to have a big year. I just feel that 
way.”

Before his season-ending left 
knee injury in Week 7, Bradford 

appeared headed for his best year 
with 14 touchdown passes and
just four interceptions.

The Rams were 3-4 with Brad-
ford and it could be argued he’d
have made enough impact to turn
the tide in narrow home losses 
the next two weeks against Seat-
tle and Tennessee. They went to
a ground-oriented offense under
journeyman backup Kellen Cle-
mens and finished with seven
wins for the second straight year 
under coach Jeff Fisher.

“Sam Bradford gets hurt, you
change your entire game plan,” 
general manager Les Snead said.

Well before the draft the Rams 
assured Bradford of their com-
mitment and quashed rumors
about Johnny Manziel. There’s no 
issue who’s No. 1 at camp. Jour-
neyman Shaun Hill is the backup
and there are two young quar-
terbacks in camp, sixth-round
pick Garrett Gilbert and Austin
Davis.

“He’s come out healthier, stron-
ger, faster, and everybody can see
it,” guard Rodger Saffold said. “At
the end of the day he doesn’t need
to be tough because we’re going
to do what we’ve got to do.”

Bradford’s goals for training
camp and the preseason are sim-
ple — get reacquainted with the 
game.

“There’s no doubt that there
is still a little rust that needs to 
come off,” he said. “I just haven’t 
been out there.”

JEFF ROBERSON/AP

Rams quarterback Sam Bradford throws during training camp in St. 
Louis. Bradford is wearing a brace on the knee that he injured last 
season but has no restrictions during practice.
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‘ Geez, there’s a million experts out there 
and they all know football so well, but 
they’ve never coached or played a day in 
their life. ’

Chris Long
Rams DE on criticism Bradford faces

Big contract as No. 1 overall pick, history of injuries
have made Rams QB an easy target for criticism

Bradford again facing
make-or-break season
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MLB SCOREBOARD
American League

East Division
 W L Pct GB
Baltimore 58 46 .558 —
Toronto 57 50 .533  2½
New York 54 51 .514  4½
Tampa Bay 52 54 .491  7
Boston 48 58 .453 11

Central Division
Detroit 57 45 .559 —
Kansas City 53 51 .510  5
Cleveland 52 53 .495  6½
Chicago 51 55 .481  8
Minnesota 47 57 .452 11

West Division
Oakland 65 40 .619 —
Los Angeles 63 41 .606  1½
Seattle 54 51 .514 11
Houston 43 63 .406 22½
Texas 42 64 .396 23½

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Washington 57 46 .553 —
Atlanta 58 48 .547   ½
Miami 52 53 .495  6
New York 51 55 .481  7½
Philadelphia 46 60 .434 12½

Central Division
Milwaukee 59 48 .551 —
St. Louis 56 48 .538  1½
Pittsburgh 56 49 .533  2
Cincinnati 52 53 .495  6
Chicago 43 61 .413 14½

West Division
Los Angeles 59 47 .557 —
San Francisco 57 49 .538  2
San Diego 46 59 .438 12½
Arizona 46 60 .434 13
Colorado 43 62 .410 15½

 Monday’s games
Toronto 14, Boston 1
Texas 4, N.Y. Yankees 2
Houston 7, Oakland 3
Atlanta 2, San Diego 0
Arizona 2, Cincinnati 1, 15 innings
Tampa Bay 2, Milwaukee 1
N.Y. Mets 7, Philadelphia 1
Miami 7, Washington 6
Chicago Cubs 4, Colorado 1
Pittsburgh 5, San Francisco 0

Tuesday’s games
L.A. Angels at Baltimore
Seattle at Cleveland
Chicago White Sox at Detroit
Toronto at Boston
N.Y. Yankees at Texas
Minnesota at Kansas City
Oakland at Houston
Arizona at Cincinnati
Milwaukee at Tampa Bay
Philadelphia at N.Y. Mets
Washington at Miami
Colorado at Chicago Cubs
Atlanta at L.A. Dodgers
St. Louis at San Diego
Pittsburgh at San Francisco

Wednesday’s games
Oakland (Hammel 0-3) at Houston 

(Keuchel 9-7)
L.A. Angels (Richards 11-3) at Balti-

more (W.Chen 11-3)
Seattle (F.Hernandez 11-2) at Cleve-

land (Kluber 10-6)
Chicago White Sox (Noesi 5-7) at De-

troit (Scherzer 12-3)
Toronto (Buehrle 10-7) at Boston (Les-

ter 10-7)
N.Y. Yankees (Kuroda 7-6) at Texas 

(Lewis 6-8)
Minnesota (P.Hughes 10-7) at Kansas 

City (Duffy 5-10)
Milwaukee (Gallardo 5-5) at Tampa 

Bay (Price 11-7)
Philadelphia (K.Kendrick 5-10) at N.Y. 

Mets (Za.Wheeler 5-8)
Arizona (Miley 6-7) at Cincinnati (Si-

mon 12-5)
Washington (Roark 10-6) at Miami 

(Hand 2-2)
Pittsburgh (Morton 5-10) at San Fran-

cisco (Lincecum 9-7)
Colorado (B.Anderson 1-3) at Chicago 

Cubs (T.Wood 7-9)
Atlanta (A.Wood 7-8) at L.A. Dodgers 

(Greinke 12-6)
St. Louis (J.Kelly 2-1) at San Diego 

(Hahn 6-2)

Monday
Cubs 4, Rockies 1

Colorado     Chicago
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Blckmn cf 3 1 1 0 Bonifac 3b-cf 4 2 2 0
LeMahi 2b 4 0 1 0 Alcantr 2b 3 1 1 0
CGnzlz rf 4 0 0 0 Rizzo 1b 4 0 1 2
Arenad 3b 4 0 1 1 SCastro ss 3 0 1 0
Rosario c 4 0 0 0 Ruggin rf 2 0 1 1
Barnes lf 3 0 1 0 Russell p 0 0 0 0
Paulsn 1b 3 0 1 0 Strop p 0 0 0 0
Culersn ss 3 0 0 0 HRndn p 0 0 0 0
Flande p 1 0 0 0 Coghln lf 3 0 0 0
Belisle p 0 0 0 0 Lake cf 2 0 0 0
CDckrs ph 1 0 1 0 Valuen ph-3b 1 0 0 0
Masset p 0 0 0 0 JoBakr c 3 1 1 0
Bettis p 0 0 0 0 Wada p 2 0 0 0
     Schrhlt rf 1 0 1 0
Totals 30 1 6 1 Totals 28 4 8 3
Colorado 000 001 000—1
Chicago 000 200 02x—4

E—Masset (2). DP—Colorado 2, Chi-
cago 1. LOB—Colorado 5, Chicago 3. 2B—
Barnes (11), Bonifacio (13), Alcantara 
(5), S.Castro (28). S—Blackmon, Flande. 
SF—Ruggiano. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Colorado
Flande L,0-3 62⁄3 4 2 2 1 8
Belisle  1⁄3 0 0 0 0 0
Masset  1⁄3 4 2 2 1 0
Bettis  2⁄3 0 0 0 0 0
Chicago
Wada W,1-1 7 5 1 1 1 6
Russell H,5  1⁄3 1 0 0 0 0
Strop H,11  2⁄3 0 0 0 0 1
H.Rondon S,13-16 1 0 0 0 0 1

PB—Jo.Baker. T—2:53. A—29,702 
(41,072).

Rays 2, Brewers 1
Milwaukee     Tampa Bay
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
CGomz cf 4 0 0 0 DJnngs cf 4 0 0 0
Lucroy c 4 0 0 0 Zobrist lf 3 1 1 0
Braun rf 4 0 0 0 Joyce dh 2 1 1 0
ArRmr 3b 3 0 1 0 SRdrgz ph-dh 1 0 0 0
RWeks dh 3 0 0 0 Longori 3b 2 0 0 0
KDavis lf 3 0 0 0 Loney 1b 4 0 1 2
Gennett 2b 3 0 0 0 Forsyth 2b 3 0 1 0
MrRynl 1b 3 1 1 1 YEscor ss 3 0 1 0
Segura ss 3 0 1 0 JMolin c 3 0 0 0
     Kiermr rf 3 0 1 0
Totals 30 1 3 1 Totals 28 2 6 2
Milwaukee 001 000 000—1
Tampa Bay 000 002 00x—2

DP—Milwaukee 1. LOB—Milwaukee 2, 
Tampa Bay 6. 2B—Forsythe (9). HR—Mar.
Reynolds (18). SB—C.Gomez (20), Zobrist 
(7). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Milwaukee
Lohse L,11-5 6 4 2 2 3 6
Jeffress 1 2 0 0 0 0
Duke 1 0 0 0 1 1
Tampa Bay
Odorizzi W,7-8 7 3 1 1 0 5
Boxberger H,11 1 0 0 0 0 3
McGee S,12-13 1 0 0 0 0 2

T—2:35. A—12,660 (31,042).

Blue Jays 14, Red Sox 1
Toronto     Boston
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Reyes ss 2 1 0 1 B.Holt cf-2b 3 0 0 0
StTllsn ph-3b-lf 2 0 0 0 Pedroia 2b 3 0 0 0
MeCarr lf 4 3 2 5 BrdlyJr cf 1 0 0 0
DJhnsn 1b 1 0 0 0 D.Ortiz dh 3 0 1 1
Bautist dh 5 1 2 0 JGoms ph-dh 1 0 0 0
JFrncs 1b-3b 3 1 0 0 Napoli 1b 2 0 0 0
ClRsms cf 4 2 1 1 Carp ph-1b 2 0 0 0
Kawsk 3b-2b 4 3 2 2 Nava lf 4 0 1 0
Thole c 4 1 2 0 Victorn rf 4 0 1 0
Goins 2b-ss 5 1 4 4 Drew ss 4 0 1 0
Gose rf 3 1 1 0 Bogarts 3b 3 0 1 0
     D.Ross c 1 1 0 0
     Vazquz c 1 0 0 0
Totals 37 14 14 13 Totals 32 1 5 1
Toronto 200 209 100—14
Boston 000 001 000— 1

E—Reyes (14). DP—Boston 2. LOB—To-
ronto 7, Boston 6. 2B—Col.Rasmus (13), 
Kawasaki (4), Goins (3), Drew (5). HR—
Me.Cabrera 2 (14). S—Thole. SF—Reyes. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Toronto
Dickey W,9-10 7 3 1 1 1 10
Rasmussen 2 2 0 0 1 3
Boston
Buchholz L,5-7 5 7 7 7 4 4
Doubront  2⁄3 6 6 6 2 0
Badenhop 11⁄3 0 1 1 2 2
Breslow 1 1 0 0 0 0
Mujica 1 0 0 0 0 0

Buchholz pitched to 3 batters in the 
6th. HBP—by Buchholz (Gose). WP—
Badenhop. T—3:15. A—37,974 (37,499).

Astros 7, Athletics 3
Oakland     Houston
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Lowrie ss 4 1 2 0 Altuve 2b 4 1 1 0
Vogt 1b 5 1 2 1 MGnzlz ss 4 0 1 0
Cespds cf 3 0 0 1 Carter dh 3 2 1 3
Dnldsn 3b 4 1 2 0 JCastro c 4 1 1 2
DNorrs c 4 0 1 1 Krauss lf 3 1 1 1
Moss lf 3 0 0 0 Hoes ph-lf 1 0 0 0
Callasp dh 4 0 1 0 Singltn 1b 3 0 0 0
Reddck rf 3 0 0 0 MDmn 3b 3 1 1 1
BBurns ph 1 0 0 0 Grssmn rf 3 0 0 0
Punto 2b 3 0 1 0 KHrndz cf 2 1 1 0
Totals 34 3 9 3 Totals 30 7 7 7
Oakland 011 010 000—3
Houston 003 004 00x—7

DP—Oakland 1, Houston 1. LOB—Oak-
land 8, Houston 2. 2B—Vogt (8), Donald-
son (16). 3B—Lowrie (1). HR—Vogt (5), 
Carter (21), J.Castro (10), Krauss (5), 
M.Dominguez (13). SF—Cespedes. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Oakland
J.Chavez L,8-7 51⁄3 5 6 6 3 5
Otero  2⁄3 1 1 1 0 0
Scribner 1 1 0 0 0 0
Abad 1 0 0 0 0 3
Houston
Oberholtzer W,3-7 62⁄3 8 3 3 1 2
Fields 1 1 0 0 0 0
Sipp 11⁄3 0 0 0 2 1

T—2:51. A—18,259 (42,060).

Pirates 5, Giants 0
Pittsburgh     San Francisco
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
JHrrsn lf 3 2 2 1 Pence rf 4 0 1 0
Mercer ss 4 1 2 0 Panik 2b 3 0 0 0
AMcCt cf 3 1 0 0 Posey c 3 0 0 0
GSnchz 1b 2 0 0 1 Sandovl 3b 3 0 2 0
I.Davis ph-1b 1 0 0 0 Morse 1b 3 0 0 0
NWalkr 2b 4 1 1 1 Colvin lf 3 0 0 0
RMartn c 4 0 1 1 GBlanc cf 3 0 1 0
GPolnc rf 3 0 1 1 BCrwfr ss 3 0 0 0
Morel 3b 4 0 0 0 Bmgrn p 1 0 0 0
Worley p 4 0 0 0 Y.Petit p 0 0 0 0
     TAreu ph 1 0 0 0
     JGutrrz p 0 0 0 0
     J.Lopez p 0 0 0 0
     Susac ph 1 0 0 0
Totals 32 5 7 5 Totals 28 0 4 0
Pittsburgh 410 000 000—5
San Francisco 000 000 000—0

E—Bumgarner (2), Posey (5). DP—Pitts-
burgh 2. LOB—Pittsburgh 4, San Fran-
cisco 2. 3B—Pence (6). HR—J.Harrison 
(7). CS—G.Blanco (4). SF—G.Sanchez, 
G.Polanco. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Pittsburgh
Worley W,4-1 9 4 0 0 1 3
San Francisco
Bumgarner L,12-8 4 6 5 5 2 2
Y.Petit 2 0 0 0 0 1
J.Gutierrez 21⁄3 0 0 0 0 2
J.Lopez  2⁄3 1 0 0 0 1

T—2:34. A—41,794 (41,915).

Braves 2, Padres 0
San Diego     Atlanta
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Amarst ss 4 0 0 0 JSchafr cf 3 0 0 0
Solarte 3b 4 0 0 0 Gosseln 2b 3 0 1 0
S.Smith rf 4 0 0 0 LaStell ph-2b 1 0 0 0
Grandl c 4 0 1 0 FFrmn 1b 4 0 0 0
Medica lf 3 0 0 0 J.Upton lf 3 1 1 0
Alonso 1b 3 0 2 0 Heywrd rf 1 0 0 0
Gyorko 2b 3 0 1 0 Doumit rf 3 0 0 0
Venale cf 3 0 0 0 Gattis c 4 1 3 2
Lane p 2 0 1 0 CJhnsn 3b 4 0 2 0
Vincent p 0 0 0 0 ASmns ss 3 0 1 0
Denorfi ph 1 0 0 0 ESantn p 2 0 0 0
Thayer p 0 0 0 0 Kimrel p 0 0 0 0
Totals 31 0 5 0 Totals 31 2 8 2
San Diego 000 000 000—0
Atlanta 000 000 11x—2

E—Alonso (2). DP—San Diego 1. LOB—
San Diego 5, Atlanta 8. HR—Gattis (17). 
S—E.Santana. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
San Diego
Lane L,0-1 6 6 1 1 0 2
Vincent 1 1 0 0 1 0
Thayer 1 1 1 1 1 1
Atlanta
E.Santana W,10-6 8 5 0 0 0 11
Kimbrel S,32-36 1 0 0 0 0 3

Lane pitched to 2 batters in the 7th. 
HBP—by E.Santana (Medica). T—2:33. 
A—23,281 (49,586).

Rangers 4, Yankees 2
New York     Texas
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Gardnr cf 5 2 3 2 Choo rf 4 0 1 0
Jeter ss 4 0 3 0 Andrus ss 3 1 1 1
McCnn 1b 4 0 0 0 Rios dh 4 1 2 0
Beltran dh 4 0 2 0 ABeltre 3b 4 1 1 1
Headly 3b 4 0 1 0 Adduci lf 3 0 0 0
Cervelli c 4 0 1 0 Arencii 1b 4 0 1 2
BRorts 2b 3 0 0 0 Rosales 1b 0 0 0 0
Teixeir ph 1 0 1 0 LMartn cf 4 0 0 0
Ryan pr-2b 0 0 0 0 Gimenz c 3 1 1 0
ISuzuki rf 3 0 0 0 Odor 2b 4 0 1 0
ZeWhlr ph-rf 1 0 0 0 
ZAlmnt lf 3 0 0 0 
Ellsury ph 1 0 0 0 
Totals 37 2 11 2 Totals 33 4 8 4
New York 001 010 000—2
Texas 000 040 00x—4

E—McCann (2). DP—Texas 1. LOB—
New York 9, Texas 8. 2B—Jeter (11), Choo 
(16), A.Beltre (22). HR—Gardner 2 (12). 
SB—Jeter (8). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
New York
Phelps L,5-5 6 8 4 4 1 3
Kelley 12⁄3 0 0 0 1 2
Thornton  1⁄3 0 0 0 0 1
Texas
Darvish W,10-6 7 9 2 2 1 8
Cotts H,13 1 2 0 0 0 0
Feliz S,2-2 1 0 0 0 0 0

HBP—by Phelps (Andrus). WP—Dar-
vish. T—3:01. A—44,508 (48,114).

Mets 7, Phillies 1
Philadelphia     New York
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Revere cf 5 0 2 0 Grndrs rf 3 1 0 0
Rollins ss 4 0 0 0 DnMrp 2b 4 1 2 1
Byrd rf 5 0 4 0 DWrght 3b 4 0 0 0
Howard 1b 5 0 0 0 Duda 1b 3 2 1 1
DBrwn lf 4 1 1 0 CYoung lf 4 1 1 0
Ruiz c 4 0 4 1 dArnad c 4 2 3 3
Asche 3b 3 0 0 0 Lagars cf 4 0 2 2
Hollnds p 0 0 0 0 Tejada ss 3 0 0 0
GSizmr ph 0 0 0 0 B.Colon p 2 0 0 0
Ruf ph 1 0 0 0 Edgin p 0 0 0 0
Aumont p 0 0 0 0 BAreu ph 1 0 0 0
Brignc 2b-3b 4 0 0 0 Evelnd p 0 0 0 0
ABrntt p 2 0 0 0 Black p 0 0 0 0
ABlanc 2b 2 0 2 0 
Totals 39 1 13 1 Totals 32 7 9 7
Philadelphia 000 000 010—1
New York 400 030 00x—7

E—Howard (7). DP—Philadelphia 1, 
New York 1. LOB—Philadelphia 12, New
York 5. 2B—D.Brown (15), Ruiz (19), Dan.
Murphy 2 (30), d’Arnaud 2 (10), Lagares
(16). HR—d’Arnaud (7). S—B.Colon. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Philadelphia
A.Burnett L,6-10 5 8 7 7 2 4
Hollands 2 0 0 0 0 1
Aumont 1 1 0 0 1 0
New York
B.Colon W,10-8 72⁄3 10 1 1 1 6
Edgin  1⁄3 0 0 0 0 0
Eveland  1⁄3 2 0 0 0 0
Black  2⁄3 1 0 0 0 1

WP—A.Burnett. T—2:54. A—26,525
(41,922).

Marlins 7, Nationals 6
Washington     Miami
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Span cf 4 1 1 0 Yelich lf 5 0 0 0
Rendon 3b 5 2 2 0 Vldspn 2b 3 0 0 0
Werth rf 3 1 2 1 JeBakr ph-2b 2 0 1 2
McLoth rf 1 0 0 0 Stanton rf 3 1 0 0
LaRoch 1b 4 0 1 1 McGeh 3b 3 1 1 0
Dsmnd ss 3 1 0 0 GJones 1b 4 2 2 1
Harper lf 4 1 2 1 Ozuna cf 4 1 2 2
WRams c 3 0 0 1 Sltlmch c 3 0 1 1
Espinos 2b 4 0 1 2 Hchvrr ss 4 2 2 1
Zmrmn p 2 0 0 0 Eovaldi p 1 0 0 0
Walters ph 0 0 0 0 DJnngs p 0 0 0 0
Detwilr p 0 0 0 0 Hatchr p 0 0 0 0
Storen p 0 0 0 0 Mrsnck ph 1 0 0 0
RSorin p 0 0 0 0 SDyson p 0 0 0 0
Blevins p 0 0 0 0 RJhnsn ph 1 0 1 0
     MDunn p 0 0 0 0
     Solano ph 0 0 0 0
Totals 33 6 9 6 Totals 34 7 10 7
Washington 100 005 000—6
Miami 000 000 214—7

Two outs when winning run scored.
E—Hechavarria (10). DP—Miami 1. LOB—
Washington 7, Miami 5. 2B—Harper (7),
G.Jones (22). 3B—G.Jones (2), Hechavar-
ria (4). S—Zimmermann. SF—LaRoche,
Saltalamacchia. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Washington
Zimmermann 7 4 2 2 1 6
Detwiler  2⁄3 2 1 1 0 0
Storen H,14  1⁄3 0 0 0 0 1
R.Soriano L,2-1 BS,4-29  1⁄3 3 4 4 1 0
Blevins  1⁄3 1 0 0 0 1
Miami
Eovaldi 51⁄3 6 5 5 2 3
Da.Jennings  1⁄3 1 1 0 2 0
Hatcher  1⁄3 0 0 0 0 0
S.Dyson 2 2 0 0 1 1
M.Dunn W,8-5 1 0 0 0 0 1

HBP—by R.Soriano (Solano). WP—
R.Soriano, Eovaldi. T—3:17. A—20,027
(37,442).

Diamondbacks 2, Reds 1 (15)
Arizona     Cincinnati
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Inciart cf 6 0 0 0 BHmltn cf 6 0 0 0
DPerlt rf 6 0 0 0 Bruce rf 4 0 0 0
Gldsch 1b 5 0 1 0 Frazier 3b 6 0 0 0
Trumo lf 6 1 2 0 Mesorc c 5 1 2 1
MMntr c 5 0 1 1 Heisey lf 6 0 0 0
Prado 3b 5 1 0 0 B.Pena 1b 6 0 2 0
Gregrs 2b 6 0 2 0 Negron 2b 6 0 2 0
Ahmed ss 6 0 2 1 Cozart ss 2 0 0 0
CAndrs p 1 0 0 0 Lutz ph 1 0 0 0
Pachec ph 1 0 0 0 Ju.Diaz p 0 0 0 0
Ziegler p 0 0 0 0 LeCure p 0 0 0 0
EMrshl p 0 0 0 0 Ludwck ph 0 0 0 0
GParra ph 1 0 0 0 Hoover p 0 0 0 0
Delgad p 0 0 0 0 Hannhn ph 1 0 0 0
AMarte ph 1 0 0 0 Bailey p 2 0 0 0
OPerez p 0 0 0 0 Schmkr ph 1 0 0 0
A.Hill ph 1 0 0 0 AChpm p 0 0 0 0
A.Reed p 0 0 0 0 Broxtn p 0 0 0 0
     RSantg ss 0 0 0 0
Totals 50 2 8 2 Totals 46 1 6 1
Arizona 000 100 000 000 001—2
Cincinnati 010 000 000 000 000—1

DP—Arizona 1, Cincinnati 1. LOB—
Arizona 7, Cincinnati 9. 2B—Trumbo
(4), B.Pena (13). HR—Mesoraco (17). 
S—C.Anderson, B.Hamilton, Cozart,
R.Santiago. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Arizona
C.Anderson 7 3 1 1 2 8
Ziegler 2 1 0 0 0 3
E.Marshall 1 1 0 0 0 3
Delgado 2 0 0 0 2 1
O.Perez W,1-1 2 1 0 0 0 1
A.Reed S,25-30 1 0 0 0 1 2
Cincinnati
Bailey 8 5 1 1 1 3
A.Chapman 1 0 0 0 0 3
Broxton 1 0 0 0 0 0
Ju.Diaz 2 1 0 0 0 1
LeCure 1 1 0 0 0 2
Hoover L,1-8 2 1 1 1 2 3

HBP—by O.Perez (Ludwick). T—4:34. 
A—30,288 (42,319).

Calendar
July 31 — Last day to trade a player 

without securing waivers.
Aug. 12-14 — Owners’ meetings, Bal-

timore. 

TONY GUTIERREZ/AP

Texas’ J.P. Arencibia follows through on a two-run single off a pitch from the New York Yankees’ David 
Phelps during the fifth inning of Monday’s game in Arlington, Texas. Texas won the game 4-2.
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MLB

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Melky Cabrera’s 
second homer sailed over the left 
field wall and smashed a car win-
dow across the street.

Just a little extra damage in a 
game when the Toronto Blue Jays 
hammered the Boston Red Sox.

Cabrera homered from both 
sides of the plate and drove in five 
runs, R.A. Dickey pitched three-
hit ball for seven innings and the 
Blue Jays won 14-1 on Monday 
night.

“He didn’t know” his three-run 
homer in a nine-run sixth inning 
had cracked the windshield, Ca-
brera said through a translator. 
“He saw that after the game.”

Dickey’s knuckleball was so 
good, he could have done without 
some of those runs.

“I kind of wish they could divide 
them up over, like, three starts,” 
he said. “(I) almost kind of wish 
we’d have only scored two runs 
because I felt like I had that kind 
of knuckleball tonight and saved 
this outing for when I gave up five, 
but I’ll take it.”

The Blue Jays won for the sixth 
time in seven games and moved 
within 2 1⁄2 games of division-lead-
ing Baltimore in the AL East. The  
Red Sox lost one day after stop-
ping a five-game slide that began 
in Toronto with three losses.

Cabrera homered into Boston’s 
bullpen in right field after Jose 
Reyes led off the game with a 
walk. Cabrera made it 9-0 in the 

sixth with his 14th of the season.
Ryan Goins had four hits and 

four RBIs for Toronto.
Dickey (9-10) had a season-high 

10 strikeouts, allowed a run and 
walked one as he won for the third 
time in 10 starts. But against the 
Red Sox he’s 3-0 with 21 strike-
outs and two walks this season.

Clay Buchholz (5-7) left the 
game after allowing the first three 
batters to reach in the sixth with a 
run scoring on a double by Goins.

“They hit the pitches I was miss-
ing with,” Buchholz said.

Felix Doubront came in and 
faced 10 batters, allowing six runs, 
six hits and two walks. He got his 
only outs on a sacrifice fly and a 
forceout.

Everyone in the Blue Jays’ 
lineup except Reyes scored in the 
sixth, and Munenori Kawasaki 
scored twice. Toronto’s 14 runs 
matched its season-high against 
Cincinnati on June 20.

Goins had given the Blue Jays a 
4-0 lead with a two-run double in 
the fourth.

Dickey retired the first six bat-
ters and struck out at least one in 
each of his seven innings. He al-
lowed a double in the third to Ste-
phen Drew, an infield single in the 
fifth to Shane Victorino and an 
RBI single in the sixth by David 
Ortiz that made it 13-1.

Rangers 4, Yankees 2: Yu 
Darvish struck out eight in seven 
innings for his 10th victory and 
J.P. Arencibia had a tiebreaking 
two-run single for host Texas in a 

victory over New York. 
Braves 2, Padres 0: Ervin

Santana (10-6) threw eight score-
less innings ad had 11 strikeouts
and Evan Gattis homered for the
first time in more than a month as
host Atlanta blanked San Diego. 

Marlins 7, Nationals 6: Jeff 
Baker hit a two-out RBI single to
cap a four-run rally in the ninth
inning as host Miami beat Wash-
ington for its fifth straight win. 

Astros 7, Athletics 3: Chris 
Carter, Jason Castro, Marc
Krauss and Matt Dominguez each 
hit a home run to help host Hous-
ton beat Oakland and snap a five-
game skid. 

Cubs 4, Rockies 1: Tsuyoshi 
Wada earned his first big league
win, pitching seven strong innings
to lead host Chicago by Colorado. 
Anthony Rizzo drove in two runs
to back Wada (1-1), who was mak-
ing his third career start. 

Mets 7, Phillies 1: Travis
d’Arnaud went 3 for 4 with a
three-run homer and Bartolo
Colon made his second straight 
strong start as host New York beat
Philadelphia. 

Rays 2, Brewers 1: Jake Odor-
izzi won his third consecutive
start and James Loney had two
RBIs to lead host Tampa Bay past
Milwaukee. 

Pirates 5, Giants 0: Vance 
Worley tossed a four-hitter for 
his first career shutout as visit-
ing Pittsburgh pounded Madison
Bumgarner early in a win over
struggling San Francisco. 

Roundup

BY JOE KAY

The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — As the game 
went one with no hint that either 
team was capable of scoring, Ari-
zona catcher Miguel Montero be-
came philosophical.

“I knew eventually it was going 
to go one way or the other,” he 
said.

Whenever it goes really long, 
the Diamondbacks always win.

Nick Ahmed’s RBI single with 
two outs in the 15th inning sent 
the Diamondbacks to a 2-1 victory 
over the Cincinnati Reds on Mon-
day night and kept their franchise 
perfect when the innings pile up.

Arizona is 13-0 all-time in 
games of at least 15 innings.

“You get into a game like this, 
everybody is trying to end it,” 
manager Kirk Gibson said. “You 
tell yourself not to do it, but that’s 
the reality of it.”

Ahmed’s single off J.J. Hoover 
(1-8) gave the Reds their ninth 
loss in 10 games since the All-Star 
break, a slump that has dropped 
them below .500 for the first time 
since June 21. The offense has 
been the problem, scoring only 17 
runs in those 10 games, by far the 
fewest in the majors.

“There’s not a whole lot to say,” 
catcher Devin Mesoraco said. 
“Everybody’s trying. They’re giv-
ing good efforts before the game. 
We’re just not doing our jobs on 
the field.”

 “Just nothing was falling in for 
either team, really,” Ahmed said.

The Reds struck out 18 times 
and stranded nine runners, wast-
ing a lot of chances to end it in nine 
innings.

“We’ve just got to be better than 
we’ve been with runners in scor-
ing position,” manager Bryan 
Price said. “I can’t be critical of 
the effort, but we’re not produc-
ing. The tide will turn. It’s just 
frustrating.”

Diamondbacks top
Reds in 15 innings

The Arizona 
Diamondbacks 

are 
13-0 
in their 
franchise 

history in games 
that last at least 15 
innings.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

Did you know

AL BEHRMAN/AP 

Cincinnati Reds second baseman Kris Negron, top, is upended by 
Arizona Diamondbacks’ Didi Gregorius at second base in the seventh 
inning of Monday’s game in Cincinnati. Gregorius was forced out at 
second and Negron threw to first to complete the double play. The 
Diamondbacks won 2-1 in 15 innings.

Price batted Jay Bruce second 
for the first time since 2011, trying 
to get his lineup out of the slump. 
Bruce went 0-for-4 with three 
strikeouts and a pair of walks.

 Oliver Perez (1-1) gave up a hit 
and a walk in two innings. Addi-
son Reed got his 25th save in 30 
chances.

Cincinnati’s Aroldis Chapman 
fanned the side in the ninth, ex-
tending his major league record 
for a reliever to 44 consecutive 
games with at least one strikeout. 
One of his pitches was clocked at 
104 mph.

Mesoraco led off the second with 
his 17th homer off rookie Chase 
Anderson, ending a streak of three 
straight games at Great American 
without a homer — the longest in 
the ballpark’s 12 seasons. Montero 
singled home the tying run in the 
fourth off Homer Bailey, who gave 
up five hits in eight innings.

Anderson allowed three hits and 
matched his career high with eight 
strikeouts in seven innings, retir-
ing the last 11 batters he faced.

Arizona right fielder David Per-
alta saved a run in the fourth with 
a diving, backhand catch of Bray-
an Pena’s fly ball. He doubled up 
Chris Heisey at first base. 

Cabrera hits 2 HRs, 5 RBIs as Toronto moves closer to AL East lead

Blue Jays rout Red Sox

CHARLES KRUPA/AP 

Toronto Blue Jays’ Melky Cabrera (53) is congratulated by teammate Jose Reyes after his second 
two-run homer of the game against the Boston Red Sox during the sixth inning on Monday in Boston. 
Cabrera finished with 5 RBIs as the Blue Jays won in a rout, 14-1.
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OLYMPICS

BY EDDIE PELLS

The Associated Press

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. — If Bos-
ton, Los Angeles, San Francisco or Wash-
ington is picked to host the 2024 Olympics, 
the U.S. Olympic Committee will pay the 
price for winning. One of its first tasks will 
be to hand over millions in sponsorships to 
the victorious city’s newly formed organiz-
ing committee.

It’s one of those costly facts of life in 
the Olympics thanks to the Joint Market-
ing Program Agreement that a country’s 
Olympic federation must sign when it puts a 

city up as a candidate 
to host the Games. It 
also played into the 
failures of New York 
and Chicago in the 
last two U.S. attempts 
to land the Olympics.

The last two Ameri-
can bids have includ-
ed agreements that 
didn’t conform to the 
International Olympic 
Committee’s guide-
lines, which call for 

around 90 percent of the host federation’s 
domestic sponsorship to be channeled to 
the new organizing committee. The USOC, 
not backed by any government funding, 
has balked at the terms because it would 
have trouble making up for the millions it 
gives away.

 “A lot of countries might say it’s not an 
issue,” said Jim Scherr, the CEO of the 
USOC when New York finished fourth 
in the 2012 bidding. “They know if the 
Olympic committee loses money, the gov-
ernment will step in and make up the dif-
ference. You put it on the government’s tab 
and call it a day.”

Not so in the United States. In meetings 
last week with leaders of the four poten-
tial bid cities, USOC leaders spent a good 
amount of time explaining the JMPA. The 
USOC will decide early next year whether 
to bid for 2024.

“I acknowledge it’s been a contentious 
issue in the past, both with New York and 
Chicago,” CEO Scott Blackmun said. “I can 
tell you we’re working hard to change our 
relationship with each bid city. We want to 
work with them to develop a structure that 
makes sense for us and them.”

 Most Olympic committees have been 
quick to sign the JMPA, knowing the surge 
in interest sparked by a home Olympics 
will lure new sponsors and, more impor-
tantly, that their national governments will 
step in to make up the difference.

But in the United States, the sponsorship 
market is considered close to tapped out 
and the federal government has a long his-
tory of not providing funding to the USOC.

 The USOC is optimistic its improving 
relationship with the IOC will provide 
some leeway if it bids for 2024. In 2012, 
the USOC and IOC came to terms over a 
long-simmering feud about revenue shar-
ing, with the USOC agreeing not to take as 
big a portion of the money the IOC receives 
from sponsors and TV.

When that deal was resolved, the USOC 
said it would start looking into bidding for 
the Olympics again. 
AP Sports Writer Stephen Wilson contributed to 
this report.

Marketing 
agreement
an obstacle
for US bid

Blackmun

FELIPE DANA/AP

Small boats sit on the shore of Guanabara Bay near Rio de Janeiro on Nov. 19, 2013. Rio dumps almost 70 percent of its 
untreated sewage into its surrounding waters, which fouls the bay with human waste and floating debris.

BY STEPHEN WADE

The Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO — Sailors, coaches 
and the mayor of Rio de Janeiro acknowl-
edge the problem: Guanabara Bay, the 
venue for sailing at the 2016 Olympics, is 
badly polluted. Some liken it to a sewer.

The water is filthy after years of untreat-
ed waste being poured into the enclosed 
bay, a mess officials say will take at least 
a decade to fix.

From a distance, the venue is pictur-
esque, framed between Sugarloaf Moun-
tain and the Christ the Redeemer statue. 
This is the image Rio organizers want the 
world to see.

Yes, the venue will make for good televi-
sion. The conditions for the athletes? That’s 
another story.

“A few days ago, one of the sailors had to 
jump in the water and the first thing he did 
after coming up was take a bottle of water 
and wash his mouth and face,” said Ivan 
Bulaja, a former Olympian who coaches 
the Austrian team. “When you feel this 
water on your face you feel uncomfortable. 
You have no idea what’s in it. I think no 
sailor is comfortable sailing here. I guess 
you can get seriously ill.”

But sail they will, starting Sunday with 
the first test event of the Rio Games. The 
weeklong regatta will feature all 10 Olym-
pic classes, with 216 boats and 321 com-

petitors from 34 nations.
Rio dumps almost 70 percent of its un-

treated sewage into the surrounding wa-
ters. Cleaning the bay was part of the pitch 
to land the Olympics, with officials pledg-
ing to cut the flow by 80 percent by 2016.

But Rio’s state environment secretary, 
Carlos Francisco Portinho, has acknowl-
edged in a best-case scenario the reduction 
will be only 50 percent.

Rio de Janeiro Mayor Eduardo Paes ac-
knowledged two months ago that the prob-
lem would not be solved for the Olympics.

“I’m sorry that we did not use the games 
to get Guanabara Bay completely clean,” 
Paes said. But he added he was “not afraid 
for the health of any of the athletes. It’s 
going to be fine.”

A series of stopgap remedies are being 

put in place — rubbish boats to retrieve 
floating debris, and barriers to stop sofas,
wooden chairs and plastic bags from enter-
ing the bay in the first place.

Rio state environment officials said in 
the first three months of the year, three 
boats retrieved 33 tons of solid waste. Ten
will be operating for the test event.

The other problem is less visible: un-
treated human waste, which can’t be re-
trieved and leaves a stench all around the
bay.

“At low tide, it smells like sewage water. 
It smells like a toilet,” said Austrian sail-
or Nikolaus Resch, who finished fourth
at the London Olympics in the 49er class
with teammate Nico Delle Karth. “You see 
people going for a swim. I would never — 
under free will — go in the water here.” 

Sailors compete
in polluted water
of Guanabara Bay

Rio gets its first test

FELIPE DANA/AP

Austria 49er class sailors Nikolaus Resch, right, and Nico Delle Karth, train Sunday on 
the waters of Guanabaray Bay between Niteroi and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
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BY BRIAN MAHONEY

The Associated Press

The NBA and the Los Angeles 
Clippers are ready to move on, 
even if Donald Sterling wants to 
keep fighting.

Move on to Steve Ballmer, who 
paid a record price for the team 
and is now a step closer to finally 
owning it.

The Clippers are a potential 
powerhouse team next 
season, with two All-
Star players and one of 
the league’s best coach-
es. The only thing that 
could’ve messed it up 
was ownership.

That no longer ap-
pears to be a concern 
after Monday’s ruling 
in Los Angeles, where 
Superior Court Judge 
Michael Levanas sided 
with Sterling’s es-
tranged wife, Shelly 
Sterling, who negoti-
ated the sale to Ballmer 
for a record-breaking 
$2 billion. Donald Ster-
ling was trying to block the sale.

Now it could all be completed 
within two weeks.

 The league wanted to work 
with Ballmer, who made clear his 
desire to own with the astonish-
ing price he paid. The former Mi-
crosoft CEO was nearly an NBA 
owner last year before owners 
chose to keep the Kings in Sac-
ramento, rather than allow them 
to be sold to a group that included 
Ballmer, and moved to Seattle.

He got another chance after 
Donald Sterling was recorded 
making racial remarks to a fe-
male friend. NBA Commissioner 
Adam Silver then banned Ster-
ling for life and fined him $2.5 
million, and said he would urge 
owners to force Sterling to sell.

Instead, Shelly Sterling made 
the deal with Ballmer, which 
could have fallen through if Leva-
nas had ruled she didn’t have the 
authority. And the Clippers’ high 
hopes might’ve crumbled just as 
quickly.

 Now they will go into next sea-
son flying high, just the way they 
play with Paul throwing alley-oop 
passes to big men Blake Griffin 
and DeAndre Jordan. They will 

have an owner who’s al-
ready proven he won’t 
be afraid to spend, a 
sharp contrast to the fa-
mously frugal Sterling, 
who never particularly 
cared to spend his bil-
lions on his basketball 
team.

That’s just part of 
the reason Sterling was 
long considered one 
of the worst owners in 
sports and his team one 
of its biggest laughing-
stocks. But the Clippers 
had zoomed past the 
Lakers as the best team 
in Los Angeles in their 

three years since acquiring Paul 
and are perhaps on their way to 
becoming one of the best in the 
league.

They won 57 games last sea-
son, their most ever, before the 
Sterling recording was released 
during their first-round playoff 
series against Golden State. The 
Clippers pulled that out in seven 
games but who knows what toll, if 
any, dealing with the Sterling fall-
out took, and they were ousted by 
Oklahoma City in the next round.

An unusual provision of the 
ruling bars Donald Sterling from 
seeking a court-ordered delay of 
the sale as he appeals. His law-
yers plan to seek permission from 
an appellate court to file an ap-
peal, and with lawsuits pending 
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Judge’s ruling paves way for wife
of Sterling to sell team to Ballmer

NBA eager for new Clippers ownership

MARK J. TERRILL/AP

Shelly Sterling, left, the estranged wife of Los Angeles Clippers owner Donald Sterling, right, can sell 
the team to former Microsoft CEO Steve Ballmer for $2 billion, a judge ruled Monday.

April 25 — Recordings emerge and 
quickly spread of Los Angeles Clip-
pers owner Donald Sterling denounc-
ing his young girlfriend for bringing 
black men to Clippers games.

April 29 — Sterling gets a lifetime 
ban and $2.5 million fine from NBA 
Commissioner Adam Silver, who 
called the remarks hateful and deeply 
offensive.

May 12 — Sterling tells CNN he’s 
not a racist and apologizes for his 
remarks then starts fresh firestorm 
with disparaging comment about 
Magic Johnson and HIV.

May 13 — Shelly Sterling, Donald 
Sterling’s estranged wife, tells NBC’s 
“Today” show that she fears Donald 
Sterling is in early stages of demen-
tia.

May 29 — Shelly Sterling reaches 
agreement to sell the team for $2 bil-
lion to former Microsoft CEO Steve 

Ballmer. She says she has the author-
ity under the family trust after two 
doctors found her 80-year-old hus-
band had symptoms of Alzheimer’s 
disease.

June 4 — Donald Sterling agrees to 
sign off on sale.

June 9 — Donald Sterling pulls sup-
port for deal, vows long court fight to 
keep team.

July 7 — Probate court trial begins 
on legality of sale.

July 8-9 — Donald Sterling gives 
caustic, combative testimony dur-
ing trial, shouting at lawyers for both 
sides and saying Shelly Sterling duped 
him. He calls her a pig when she tries 
to approach him after her testimony.

July 28 — Probate judge rules 
against Donald Sterling, says deal to 
sell team can go forward.

— The Associated Press

Key datesin state and federal courts, Mon-
day’s ruling is unlikely to end the 
bizarre saga.

But it gave the NBA, the Clip-
pers and Ballmer hope that it all 
could be finished soon.

“I think the sale is going to go 
through,” said Bruce Givner, a 
Los Angeles tax attorney who 
handles celebrity cases. “I sus-
pect the NBA is ready to move 
very quickly. They want to get 
rid of Sterling like a canker sore. 
Nobody wants him around except 
the people that are charging legal 
fees to continue this charade.”
Associated Press writer Brian Melley 
and AP Special Correspondent Linda 
Deutsch in Los Angeles contributed to 
this report.

‘ I suspect 
the NBA 
is ready to 
move very 
quickly. 
They want 
to get rid of 
Sterling like 
a canker 
sore. ’

Bruce Givner
L.A. tax attorney

Briefl y

It’s official: Lakers confirm Scott’s their coach
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The Los 
Angeles Lakers confirmed Byron 
Scott is their new coach Monday 
night.

The Lakers finally made the 
long-anticipated announcement 
in a news release. Scott will be 
introduced at a news conference 
Tuesday at the Lakers’ training 
complex.

Scott told reporters last week-
end he had been hired by the 
Lakers, who have been without 
a coach since Mike D’Antoni re-
signed April 30. Scott is the 25th 
head coach in the 16-time NBA 
champions’ franchise history.

General manager Mitch Kup-

chak said he conducted “an ex-
tensive and thorough search” 
with owner Jim Buss.

 Scott is 416-521 as a head coach 
for New Jersey, New Orleans and 
Cleveland, reaching two NBA Fi-
nals with the Nets. He has won 
three division titles, and he was 
the NBA’s coach of the year in 
2008. 

Dodgers acquire Barney 
in trade with Cubs

LOS ANGELES — The Los 
Angeles Dodgers acquired sec-
ond baseman Darwin Barney in 
a trade with the Chicago Cubs on 
Monday.

Barney won a Gold Glove in 

2012 after tying the major league 
single-season record with 141 
consecutive errorless games. But 
he was designated for assignment 
last Tuesday after hitting .230 
with 16 RBIs in 72 games this 
season.

The last-place Cubs sent Bar-
ney and cash to NL West-leading 
Los Angeles for a player to be 
named. 

Cardinals’ Abraham 
charged with DUI

ATLANTA — Authorities say 
Arizona Cardinals linebacker 
John Abraham was arrested on a 
drunken driving charge a month 
ago in the Atlanta area.

Abraham has been absent from 
the team’s training camp since 
Friday.

DeKalb County Jail records
show that the 36-year-old was
taken into custody June 29 and 
released the same day.

The records show Abraham 
was charged with driving under 
the influence involving alcohol,
as well as stopping, standing or
parking in a prohibited place.

Records from the jail do not
indicate whether the case had
been resolved as of Tuesday,
nor do they list an attorney for 
Abraham.

The Cardinals have said only
that Abraham has been absent
from camp for personal reasons. 

CHUCK BURTON/AP

The Los Angeles Lakers 
announced Monday that Byron 
Scott is their new head coach.
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BY RICK EYMER

The Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif.

Britain’s Lawrence Okoye speaks as if he 
is hoping to win a contest for the Ox-
ford University debate team. That very 
well may be next on his list of things to 

accomplish.
The rugby player turned track and field ath-
lete turned NFL player has been accepted 

to the prestigious English educational in-
stitution, where he intends to study law, 
and has a spot reserved until 2017.

Playing defensive end for the San 
Francisco 49ers is the latest of his 
engagements and he’s given him-
self over to sculpting his body into a 
precision instrument for the football 
field.

“Training is different in regards to 
weightlifting,” Okoye said. “But there 

is a lot of carryover. It’s about getting 
winded and how well you perform when 

you’re fatigued.”
He has impressed 49ers coach Jim Har-

baugh, among others.
“He’s really playing with a lot better pad 

level,” Harbaugh said Sunday. “He’s play-
ing lower, and the bull rush, right now, is a 
real strength. He’s a strong man with long 
arms.”

Okoye, who the British record in the 
discus and represented the country at the 
2012 London Olympics, lost last season to 
a knee injury. He’s ready to make huge 
strides this year.

“It’s great to be back in pads,” he 
said. “It’s been a long journey. I’ve 
tried to spend as much time as pos-
sible working out.”

Okoye hurt his knee during a pre-
season game last August and never 
made it back to the field until 
training camp.

Okoye grew up a promising 
rugby player through high school 
before taking up the discus in 
2010. He turned his attention 
to football after reaching the 
Olympics final, where he 
placed 12th.

“I enjoy the collision aspect of it,” Okoye said. 
“Rugby was a big deal for me and football was a 
sport I could let loose a little bit.”

The 49ers like his raw talent at a position where 
injuries took a toll last year. Despite his lack of 
experience — his first taste of football was at a 
regional NFL combine — Okoye understands the 
level of commitment it takes to play at an elite 
level.
SEE WORK ON PAGE 25

Briton Okoye preparing for rigors of football

Work in progress

AP

San Francisco 49ers defensive lineman Lawrence 
Okoye practices a drill during a training camp 
session on Thursday in Santa Clara, Calif.

Inside:

Lawrence  Okoye, 
a rugby player and 
British track and 
field Olympian, 
injured his knee in 
the first preseason 
game last season 
and expects to 
make great strides 
in becoming a 
dominant defensive 
player for the San 
Francisco 49ers 
this year.
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