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ONE LAST

US paratroopers hope
to deal a few final

blows against Taliban
Page 3

Sgt. Adam Letnom says he is
pessimistic about the future of
Afghanistan as U.S. troops draw
down. “I don’t think there was
ever a strong hope for change in
Afghanistan,” he said.

Ernesto Lonpono/The Washington Post

Montel Williams, headless chicken join VA health care fray

By Travis J. TRITTEN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Ask Montel Williams
about the Department of Veterans Affairs
and you are likely to hear the story of Mike
the Headless Chicken.

Williams is best known as a daytime talk

show host, but he is building a reputation in
Washington as an unlikely and fiery critic
of the VA.

The White House has been getting — but
not taking — his phone calls, and his online
petition to fix the deeply troubled VA re-
cently fizzled. But Williams, who served in
the Marine Corps and Navy, has not been

deterred and managed to elbow his way
into an already crowded public debate over
dangerously long patient wait times and
staff misconduct.
That is where Mike the Headless Chick-
en comes in.
On W

n Williams  r
his go-to allegory for the troubled agency

while giving the keynote address at a large
gathering of veteran groups.

As the story goes, a Colorado farmer
chopped the head off a rooster for his fam-
ily’s dinner in 1945 but the chicken did not
die, that day or the next.

SEE WILLIAMS ON PAGE 9
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Watchdog: At $104B,
Afghanistan will cost
more than Marshall Plan
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“If you need to dispose
of anything you shouldn’t
have, we suggest you
flush it now.”

— Flight attendant warning

passengers about drug-sniffing
dogs at the Sydney airport

See story on Page 15

TOP CLICKS
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The most popular stories
on our website:

1. Jesse Ventura awarded $1.8 million
in defamation suit

2. Apparent stowaway found dead in
wheel well of plane at Ramstein

3. General: Air Force already looking
ahead to 6th-generation fighter plane
4. Nation’s oldest female veteran,
108-year-old Lucy Coffey, fulfills her
dream

5. Whistleblower files suit against
Georgia National Guard

MILITARY

Afghan, WWII recovery costs welghed

SIGAR: Repairs to require more
spending than on Marshall Plan

By JosH SmITH
Stars and Stripes

KABUL, Afghanistan — By the time its
combat troops depart at the end of the year,
the United States will have appropriated more
money trying to fix Afghanistan than it did on
the Marshall Plan that helped Europe recover
economically after World War 11, according to
an analysis by a government watchdog.

The comparison in the latest quarterly re-
port of the Special Inspector General for Af-
ghanistan Reconstruction draws attention to
the mixed results of U.S. investments in Af-
ghanistan — $104 billion appropriated since
2002 — versus the success of the Marshall
Plan, which is credited with helping to spur the
economic revival of Western Europe.

The Marshall Plan cost about $13.3 billion
at the time, but dollars during the 1950s could
purchase much more than today’s dollars.
Adjusting for inflation and stated in today’s
dollars, the Marshall Plan investment would
be equal to $103.4 billion, SIGAR concluded.
Usmg the same adjustments, the SIGAR re-
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Amencan Roundup

lated that the actual investment in
Afghamstan equals more than $109 billion.

The intent and focus of the two programs
— one launched in the midst of war and the
other after peace was restored — differ sig-
nificantly, making comparisons difficult. Al-
though the U.S. investment in Afghanistan
has not brought extensive change, there have
been improvements that should be maintained,
analysts say. Such goals will require continued
commitment by the U.S. and other countries,
even after combat troops withdraw.

Much of the Marshall Plan funding was
spent on imports such as food, machinery, fer-
tilizer and other items needed in the post-war
reconstruction of Europe. By the early 1950s,
economic output in most West European na-
tions had surpassed pre-war levels.

What the billions of dollars spent in Afghani-
stan have achieved remains an open question.

The Taliban insurgency is still entrenched
and many reports indicate it is making gains
as international combat troops depart. Civilian
casualties are rising to record levels, and Af-
ghanistan is regularly listed as one of the most
corrupt countries in the world.

The American aid effort has been regularly
criticized by SIGAR and others.

“The 30 audits, inspections, special projects,
and other reports SIGAR issued this quarter
examined programs and projects worth ap-
proximately $18.2 billion,” the watchdog noted
in its report, released Wednesday. “Unfortu-
nately, most uncovered poor planning, shoddy
construction, mechanical failures, and inad-
equate oversight.”

Support among Americans for the U.S. effort
inA i is at an all-time low. According

troy.edu

Josw SmiTh/Stars and Stripes

First Lt. Jon Walatkiewicz, an adviser with the 101st Airborne Division Security Force
Assistance Team, helps Afghan National Army soldier Hayakhan during training at Forward

Operating Base Joyce in eastern Afghanistan.

‘There are limits to the
comparison ... but there’s no
question we've made a huge
commitment and no question that
the return on that investment
might be less than we hoped for.?

Scott Smith
United States Institute for Peace

to a February Gallup poll, nearly half of Amer-
icans now think the war there was a mistake,
and more than 80 percent have an unfavorable
view of Afghanistan.

“There are limits to the comparison between
the Marshall Plan and Afghanistan, but there’s
no question we’ve made a huge commitment
and no question that the return on that invest-
ment might be less than we hoped for,” said
Scott Smith, who directs the Afghanistan and
Central Asia programs at the United States In-
stitute of Peace. While most money and effort
has been poured into the security side, he said,
that is perhaps the area where the least prog-
ress has been made.

The money appropriated for reconstruction
does not include the billions spent fighting the
war in Afghanistan. Unlike the Marshall Plan,
it does include a vast amount of cash — nearly
$62 billion — for building and sustaining local
military and police forces.

Smith and others said Afghanistan has seen
some progress on social issues.

“If you look at things like the mortality rate,
education and communications, we’ve had
more good news stories on the civilian side,”

Smith said.

SIGAR, however, warns that its ability to
make sure aid money is going where it’s need-
ed will be drastically lessened as NATO with-
draws its troops.

“Large areas of the country — larger even
than SIGAR anticipated last year — will soon
be off limits to U.S. personnel due to base clo-
sures and troop withdrawals,” the report said.

Michael Kugelman, of the Woodrow Wilson
Center, said that gains have been made with
the help of U.S. aid, but he worries that they
are now at risk.

“Conventional wisdom is rooted in a bird’s-
eye view that’s actually quite misleading,” he
said. “Take a closer look, and you’ll see the tre-
mendous advances in women’s education, pub-
lic health and minority rights — not to mention
in Afghanistan’s security forces. These are
success stories that U.S. assistance has played
a part in bringing about.”

But uncertainty remains over Afghanistan’s
presidential election, the future of U.S. troops
in the country and the political will among
donor countries to sustain aid for Afghanistan.

“Our reconstruction aid is essentially a
lifeline for Afghanistan’s economy,” Kugel-
man said. “If it’s withdrawn, or significantly
reduced, the implications could be deeply
troubling.

“This means that despite the horror show
that U.S. aid projects in Afghanistan have
sometimes become — the new facility that’s
never used, the tracking program that’s unable
to track — we have a responsibility to maintain
our investment in Afghanistan.”

smith josh@stripes.com
Twitter: @joshjonsmith
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Last chance to
tip the scales

US paratroops take final swipes
at Taliban as drawdown looms

By ErNEsTo LoNDONO
The Washington Post

SHINKAI, Afghanistan — It
was a homecoming of sorts for
Lt. Col. Paul Larson, returning
to this remote corner of south-
ern Afghanistan at the twilight
of America’s longest war. He was
back to take stock of a slice of the
battlefield that seemed brimming
with possibility when he last led
soldiers here a decade ago.

In 200S, Larson was zealous
about counterinsurgency, con-
vinced that irrigation projects,
agrarian reform initiatives and
new schools would plant the seeds
of peace, rendering this impover-
ished, barren area inhospitable to
an insurgency that appeared on
the brink of defeat.

As he flew to his former out-
post late last month, commanding
the last U.S. battalion conducting
full-spectrum combat operations
in Afghanistan, Larson’s mission
‘was narrower, less ambitious and
without altruistic impulses.

“It’s a pleasure to be here to help
you finish off the last little pockets
of Taliban,” the American officer
told Col. Gada Mohammed Dost,
the Afghan commander who for
the past two years has muddled
through in this contested sector
of southeastern Afghanistan with
virtually no American help.

The 82nd Airborne Division
paratroops under Larson’s com-
mand have been tasked with
dropping into contested areas to
examine how Afghan troops are
faring as U.S. forces have thinned
out and to deal a few final blows
to militants that have withstood
nearly 13 years of U.S. firepower.

War vantage point

The mission has given them a
rich vantage point on the state of a
war the United States will largely
disengage from by year’s end —
and the soldiers here have diver-
gent outlooks about the odds that
this nation, stymied by a rocky
political transition, a stubborn in-
surgency and an anemic economy,
will somehow stabilize.

As the conflict’s final lethal
act, Larson’s men hope to tilt the
scales, even if just slightly.

Civilians have been killed and
maimed at a growing rate this
year as insurgents have sought to
make inroads in populated areas
‘where foreign troops have left, ac-
cording to figures compiled by the
U.N. mission in Kabul.

The lion’s share of the fighting is
being done by Afghan forces, who
have struggled to hold key terrain
in recent weeks in southwestern
Helmand province as well as a
few key districts and roads. Lar-
son’s men have seen relatively

little fighting on this deployment,
which leads some to believe that
Taliban factions are less inclined
to fight the Americans.

“If I was an insurgent, I would
wait until the Americans left and
try my luck with the ANSF,” said
Capt. Michael Wallace, 29, who is
on his third Afghan deploy'ment
“When we’re with them, they can
make us have bad days but they’re
never going to win.”

Strength a mystery

Just how strong the Taliban re-
mains is somewhat of a mystery.
Senior American commanders say
the group, like much in this coun-
try, finds itself at a crossroads.
Some of its international funding
sources have dried up as jihadist
movements in Syria and Iraq have
shown more promise to those who
underwrite Sunni insurgencies,
U.S. military intelligence officials

say.

After the Taliban failed to make
good on its threat to foil this past
spring’s  presidential election
through violence, several leaders
were ousted or sidelined, most
significantly Abdul Qayam Zakir,
who had been the group’s military
commander in Afghanistan. Di-
visions among hard-line factions
and those interested in joining the
political process in Kabul have
sharpened, U.S. officials say.

“These rifts have tactical impli-
cations,” said Capt. Rick McCuan,
31, the battalion’s intelligence of-
ficer. “A fighter on the ground
knows he has been loyal to a cer-
tain individual in a position of au-
thority, and now there is confusion
about whose guidance they should
be following.”

The group is militarily weaker
than it has been in several years
due to the headway Afghan forc-
es have made in securing urban
areas and major transportation
routes, Lt. Gen. Joseph Anderson,
the war’s tactical commander,
said in an interview. They remain
a potent threat in the south, as
displayed by the intense ﬁghtmg
this summer in Helmand, where
numbers of U.S. troops have been
reduced most dramatically.

“It was a big deal, because it
showed that if they want to do
something, they still have the ca-
pability,” Anderson said of the
Taliban assault there. “The ques-
tion becomes who has the greater
capability to beat who.”

Returning to his old base, Lar-
son said he was struck by the
professionalism and discipline of
the Afghan soldiers there. “What
we have seen is that the Afghan
security forces are holding their
ground,” he said.

As the American team sought to
make the most of its short stay in

ERrNEsTo Lonpono/The Washington Post

Lt. Col. Paul Larson, left, watches as Ma] W'Illam Canda coordinates the response to defend a platoon
the 2nd

under attack in Zabul Province,

Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team of tlle 82nd Airborne Division, which is deployed in

southern Afghanistan.

Zabul province, Larson leaned on
the Afghans for actionable intelli-
gence on senior insurgents.

“Attention in the TOC!” Maj.
William Canda bellowed, silenc-
ing the couple of dozen soldiers
crammed into the makeshift tac-
tical operations center they es-
tablished within one of the few
concrete buildings of a former
American site called Forward Op-
erating Base Sweeney.

A platoon from the battalion had
just gotten into a firefight with a
band of suspected Taliban fighters
during their first patrol in Zabul.
Canda, the battalion’s operations
officer, was working the phones
and hammering away on his dusty
laptop looking for intelligence and
options.

Surveillance drones transmit-
ted grainy, live black-and-white
video of the platoon’s position,
along with footage of suspected
militants nearby. Signals intelli-
gence analysts relayed intercept-
ed communications.

“They just did another call-up,”
one analyst said. “They reported
that they saw infidels along the

all.”

‘Strike him. Smite hii

There was palpable excitement
in the room when radio intercepts
confirmed that the Taliban com-
mander leading the fight was a
fairly senior fighter on the Ameri-
cans’ target list. Known only by his
alias, this was a man the Ameri-
cans very much wanted to kill.

“Strike him,” Canda said, as
his team worked to ensure that
an airstrike on the man complied
with rules that require a finding
of “hostile intent” and assurances
that bystanders wouldn’t be hurt.
“Smite him.”

The suspected Taliban leader
was spared because he was travel-
ing with two other men who didn’t
meet the hostile-intent criteria.

A similar frantic effort began
the following day when the infan-
trymen at Sweeney spotted a man
traveling on a motorcycle carry-
ing a rocket-propelled grenade
launcher.

The soldiers spent hours moni-
toring his movements on the
screen. They called Afghan offi-

cials in the area to rule out that he
could have been a policemen. In
the end, they again refrained from
ordering a hit.

“He lives to ride his motorcycle
another day,” Canda said.

Without drones and increasingly
infrequent American air support,
the experience of the Afghan sol-
diers under the command of Dost,
the Afghan colonel Larson’s men
came to help, offers an instructive
window into what happens to con-
tested areas once the Americans
leave. A couple of years ago, the
Afghan officer said, Taliban fight-
ers in the area threatened to take
over his base.

“When the Americans left, the
Taliban fought us very strongly,”
Dost said.

His men fought exception-
ally hard, Dost said, and he made
peace with some former Taliban
members or supporters who live
close to the base, which has kept
the immediate vicinity relatively
safe.

Over time, the Taliban changed
strategy. Instead of fighting for
control of urban areas or trying
to overrun the base, the group
focused on maintaining access
to smuggling routes used to ferry
fighters, bombs and weapons from
Pakistan. To keep Afghan soldiers
at bay, Dost said, the Taliban has
heavily mined areas around Af-
ghan army bases and the routes
their trucks must use to travel,
leaving them largely constrained.

“The big problem has become
IEDs,” he said, referring to impro-
vised explosive devices. Lacking
the sophisticated equipment the
U.S. military uses to spot and de-
fuse roadside bombs, Dost’s men
must rely on eyesight and instinct
to find them and bullets to blow
them up “If I'm going from one
district to another, I find 50 or 55
IEDs along the route,” Dost said.

Of the smuggling routes Dost’s
men are unable to shut down, a
corridor in the Dawazagai Pass
near the Pakistani border remains
a major concern to U.S. military
officials. Larson dispatched 100
paratroops aboard Chinook heli-
copters there on a recent morning
hoping to shut it down — if only for
afew days.

Walking silently in single file,
the American infantrymen were
near the peak of a winding moun-
tain stretch when the first omi-
nous sighting of the day brought
the formation to a halt. An Afghan
soldier thought he had spotted a
white cloth fluttering from a hill-
top as the first hints of daylight re-
vealed the valley’s stunning lunar
landscape. “The ANA say they see
a Taliban flag,” one of the Ameri-
cans said.

The flag sighting turned out
to be a mirage. As morning gave
way to a smoldering afternoon,
the soldiers perched on the peak
of a range overlooking two tiny
villages but found few signs of
enemy activity — except, posmbly,
for three men who sped away in
motorcycles.

“They’re waiting us out,” Sgt.
Adam Letnom, 28, said as he
looked down the valley, where a
lone shepherd was tending goats.
“They know we're leaving, and
they’ll start back up. Since there’s
been so much focus on the pullout,
it’s probably just smarter to wait.”

Sitting nearby, Staff Sgt. Ken-
neth Ventrice, 34, who served
three tours in Iraq and is on his
second Afghan deployment, said
he had come to terms with the
prospect that the Afghan War will
be lost.

“It’s going to fall a lot faster than
Iraq did,” Ventrice said. “Nobody
fights like the Taliban.”

A few feet away, an Afghan
soldier, Staff. Sgt. Jam Shid, ap-
peared dejected as he agreed with
those conclusions. Afghan secu-
rity forces will start losing ground
as more American military re-
sources vanish, he predicted, and
could quickly lose control. As his
comrades nodded in agreement,
Shid said he feels strongly that the
American withdrawal time frame
is premature.

“If we become weak, all the
world will say America failed in
Afghanistan,” he said. “If we be-
come strong, all the world will say
America succeeded in Afghani-
stan. One way or another, it will
be a good lesson for the enemies of
America and Afghanistan.”
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House panel condemns Obama for prisoner swap

By Donna CassaTa
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A bitterly divided
House panel on Tuesday voted to condemn
President Barack Obama for the swap of
five Taliban leaders for Army Sgt. Bowe
Bergdahl, who was held prisoner in Af-
ghanistan for five years.

The Republican-led Armed Services
Committee backed a nonbinding resolution
that disapproves of the exchange and faults
Obama for failing to notify Congress 30 days
in advance of the swap, as required by law.
The vote was 34-25 with two Democrats —
Reps. Tulsi Gabbard, of Hawaii, and Mike
Mclntyre, of North Carolina — joining Re-
publicans in support of the measure.

The resolution raises national security
concerns about the transfer of the five Tal-
iban, who had been held at the prison at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, for more than a de-
cade, and the “repercussions of negotiating
with terrorists.” The measure also express-
es relief that Bergdahl has returned safely
to the United States.

The full House is expected to consider the
measure in the fall, just a few weeks before
the midterm elections.

The Obama administration has come
under harsh criticism from many in Con-
gress, especially Republicans, who have
said Bergdahl was a deserter and the Unit-
ed States gave up too much for his freedom.
Several lawmakers have cited intelligence
suggesting the high-level Taliban officials
could return to the Afghanistan battlefield.

Five senior Taliban were released from
detention at Guantanamo in exchange for

General likely to question Bergdahl next week

By CHris CARROLL
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The two-star gen-
eral looking into the 2009 disappearance
of Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl may soon question
the soldier held by the Taliban for nearly
five years, Bergdahl’s attorney said.

“I anticipate he’ll be interviewed next
week, although a precise time hasn’t
been pinned down,” said Eugene Fidell,
who teaches military law at Yale Univer-
sity and is representing Bergdahl on a
pro bono basis.

Bergdahl has been introduced to the
investigator, Maj. Gen. Kenneth Dahl, in
abrief meeting. No questions were asked
about why Bergdahl, then a private first
class, went missing from a remote out-

post in Afghanistan’s Paktika province.

Bergdahl was released May 31 in
exchange for five prominent Taliban
prisoners held at the Guantanamo Bay
prison in Cuba. The Obama adminis-
tration move sparked anger among Re-
publicans in Congress, and Fidell said
Bergdahl has since become “a political
chew toy.”

Members of Bergdahl’s former unit
have also taken aim at the former pris-
oner, saying he left his base voluntarily
and that other soldiers were killed and
wounded in searches and other related
operations.

A 2009 Army investigation found that
Bergdahl voluntarily left the outpost.
Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel, how-
ever, has told Congress that he’s seen

no evidence to support the claims of
harm to other soldiers resulting from the
disappearance.

If Dahl finds that Bergdahl intentional-
ly deserted or went absent without leave,
the sergeant could face administrative
punishment or criminal prosecution,
and could lose hundreds of thousands in
back pay and prisoner of war benefits, as
well as face incarceration.

On July 14, Bergdahl reported for ad-
ministrative duty in a new unit with U.S.
Army North, headquartered at Joint
Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston,
Texas — the same base where Bergdahl
underwent outpatient treatment to help
him transition from captivity.

carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

Bergdahl, who had disappeared from his
post in Paktika province in eastern Afghan-
istan on June 30, 2009. The five Taliban are
to remain in Qatar for a year.

The administration has defended the
swap and its decision to keep Congress in
the dark, saying concern about Bergdahl’s
health and safety required speedy action.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff has unanimously
supported the exchange, insisting that the
United States has a sacred commitment to
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men and women who serve that it will never
leave anyone behind on the battlefield.
Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of
the Joint Chiefs, said the swap in May was
“likely our last, best opportunity” to free
Bergdahl.

During the hearing, Republicans on the
Armed Services panel accused Obama of
breaking the law, with Rep. Trent Franks,
of Arizona, referring to a “lawless presi-
dency.” Rep. Howard “Buck” McKeon, R-

Calif,, chairman of the committee, said the
five Taliban were not eligible for release
and warned of setting a precedent of nego-
tiating with terrorists.

Democrats maintained that the resolu-
tion was one step toward impeachment
of Obama, part of a broader GOP effort
that includes the House lawsuit, led by
Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, against
the president for unilateral changes in the
health care law.
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Extradition of US
fugitive in Iraq is
1st since 1936 pact

By AMANDA LEE MYERS
The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — A federal fu-
gitive accused of bribing U.S. mil-
itary contracting officials in Iraq
has been returned to the U.S. in
what prosecutors say was the first
extradition under a 1936 treaty
between the two countries.

Metin Atilan, a dual citizen of
the U.S. and Turkey, pleaded not
guilty Monday to contract and
wire fraud charges in federal
court in Dayton, Ohio. He was
extradited from Iraq on Sunday,
about a year after his arrest.

His court-appointed attorney,
Thomas Anderson, did not return
a call for comment.

Atilan, 54, was arrested in 2008
in Las Vegas, where he was living
at the time, on allegations that he
offered bribes and kickbacks to
secure contracts for his business-
es to do construction work and
provide other services in Iraq for
U.S. military operations.

One of the officials he was ac-
cused of trying to bribe worked
for the U.S. Air Force in Iraq and
later for a Department of Defense

contractor based in southwest
Ohio. That official became a con-
fidential informant for the U.S.
government.

After his arrest, Atilan was
placed on electronic monitoring
and ordered to appear in a federal
courtroom in Dayton. Instead,
prosecutors say he cut off his elec-
tronic monitoring bracelet, fled to
Turkey and continued to run his
businesses. He was arrested last
year in Iraq, where he had been
traveling on business.

Federal prosecutors hailed Ati-
lan’s extradition as historic, saying
it was the first under the U.S.-Iraq
extradition treaty of 1936.

“If you take a look at the history
of Iraq and the governments that
have existed over the last 70 years
... they have literally been all over
the map and all during this tur-
bulent era of all these different
governments and rulers, the two
countries have never been able to
shake hands and extradite any-
one, and that’s sort of mind-bog-
gling,” Assistant U.S. Attorney
Dwight Keller said Monday.

Keller said he did not know how
many extradition requests the

., " .
MonTcomERY COUNTY SHERIFF's OFFICE/AP

Metin Atilan, a federal fugitive
since 2008, is charged with
bribing U.S. military contracting
officials for work in Iraq.

U.S. had filed with Iraq over the
years, and a Department of Jus-
tice spokesman declined to an-
swer the question. Iraq officials
may have been willing to allow
Atilan to be extradited partly
because of his U.S. citizenship,
Keller said.

David Larson, an immigra-
tion attorney in Dayton who had
been hired by Atilan but is no
longer on the case, said he didn’t
think the extradition was all that
remarkable.

Firm agrees to
stop collections
on illegal debts

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau announced Tuesday it had
obtained nearly $100 million in
debt relief for 17,000 consumers
— primarily servicemembers
— who owed money to Colfax
Capital Corp. and Culver Capital
LLC, known collectively as Rome
Finance.

The bureau said the company
promised troops and others that
they could buy consumer goods
with instant financing and no
money down, masking expensive
financing charges by artificially
inflating the prices of goods.

Rome finance also withheld in-
formation that should have been
on billing statements, such as
percentage rates, and illegally
continued collection on loans that
were void, the bureau said.

“Rome Finance’s business
model was built on fleecing ser-
vicemembers,” CFPB Director
Richard Cordray said. “Rome
Finance lured servicemembers
in with the promise of instant fi-
nancing on expensive electronics,
then masked the finance charges
with inflated prices in market-
ing materials and later withheld
key information on monthly bills.
Today, their long run of picking
the pockets of our military has
come to an ignominious end.”

Under the CFPB’s consent
order to Rome Finance, the com-
pany agreed to stop collections on
$92 million owed by 17,000 con-
sumers, notify credit reporting
bureaus the debts were paid and
pay a $1 million penalty, among
other actions.

In addition, the owners are per-
manently banned from consumer
lending, CFPB said.
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Short on time? Try one of our quality buffets. Core menu
is also available. $9.95 per person.

Mix It Up Mondays: Mondays

Hawaiian: Tuesdays

Regional American: Wednesdays

New Orleans: Thursdays

Asia Pacific: Fridays

A delightful spread of hot entrées, bountiful salad bar,
build-your-own bloody Mary station, roasted meats
carving station, made-to-order omelet, crepes, pancakes
plus our delectable dessert bar. Open to all hands. Only
$16.95 Adults, $7.95 kids 8-11, $5.95 kids 4-7.

Club Alliance 243-3000

CPO Club 243-5506
CPO Club Dining room is open to all hands all the time!
Chef's Special Menu

Thursdays from 1700to 2100

Iffood is an experience for you, then try our Chef’s
Special Recipe each week prepared by our very own Chef
Aikawa and Chef Miura!

Latin Night

Thursdays from 1900 to 2400 in Sharky’s Bar

Sharky's is full of Latin music and dance lovers every
Thursday with Yokosuka's best DJs spin your favorite
videos and songs all night!

August Pizza of the Month: Blazin’ Chicken
Available Daily in Italian Gardens

Shredded spicy chicken breast covered with our house
blend of Mozzarella and Provolone cheese! This delight is
always cooked right in front of you in our brick oven.

All Hands' Bingo

Saturdays at 1100 in 3rd Floor Ballroom

Over $22,000 in cash is up for grabs! Card sales start at
1100, first game starts at 1300. If it's your birthday week
you will receive a free paper package plus a special treat.
No children allowed. Open to 18 and up only.

Sunday, August 3

In celebration of our US and Japan friendship, join us for
brunch, and enjoy a hearty helping of Japanese and
American salads, entrées and desserts!

Mongolian BBQ

Wednesdays from 1700 to 2100

Build your own bowl with a variety of meats and veggies
topped off with the seasonings of your choice! 75¢/0z.
Core menu also available.

Negishi Club 242-4151

Tex-Mex Dinner Special

Wednesdays from 1700 to 2000

Zesty, fresh and sometimes spicy! Delicious entrées that
will have your mouth watering for next week. Chips and
salsa appetizer included with each order, dine-in or
take-out. Regular menu also available. Only $11.95
Surf & Turf Night

Saturdays from 1700 to 2000

Juicy charbroiled rib-eye steak cooked to order! Complete
with your choice of soup or salad. Top it off with deep
fried shrimp for additional small charge. Regular menu
also available. Only $14.95
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PACOM chief: Chinese
spying is ‘good news’

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — A decision
by China to spy on a U.S.-led mili-
tary exercise could be a positive
sign, according to the leader of
American forces in the Pacific.

The Chinese navy is partici-
pating in RIMPAC — the world’s
largest multinational naval exer-
cise — for the first time this year
after being invited by the United
States. But Beijing also sent an
auxiliary general intelligence
ship off the coast of Hawaii to
monitor the event.

“The good news about this is
it’s a recognition, I think, or ac-
ceptance by the Chinese that
what we’ve been saying to them
for some time is that military op-
erations and survey operations
in another country’s [maritime
zones] are within international
law and are acceptable, and this
is a fundamental right that na-

tions have,” Adm. Samuel Lock-
lear III, the commander of U.S.
Pacific Command, told reporters
at the Pentagon on Tuesday.

A country’s maritime zone
extends beyond its territorial
waters. Countries are allowed
to exploit resources within their
zones, but they may not prevent
other nation’s ships from operat-
ing in those areas.

For years, China has protested
American naval activities within
its zones, including intelligence
gathering. Beijing claims most of
the South and East China Seas as
its territorial waters, but they are
not recognized as such by inter-
national law.

Despite Locklear’s assertions,
the Chinese government has
given no indication that it now
acknowledges the U.S. military’s
right to conduct operations in
those waters.

Although legal, Locklear said
China’s decision to dispatch a spy

ship to monitor an exercise that
it’s directly participating in for
the first time seems strange.

“This is within the law and it’s
their right to do it,” but the exer-
cise is “an opportunity to build
trust and confidence,” he said.
“The introduction of the AGI kind
of made it look a little odd.”

However, the vessel’s presence
“hasn’t created any difficulties in
the exercise,” he said.

The Chinese military is slated
to conduct a unilateral exer-
cise this week in the East China
Sea, and the PACOM chief sug-
gested that the U.S. will be moni-
toring it.

“Will we be concerned about
the type of operations they’re
doing? I mean, to the same degree
that they’re concerned about op-
erations we do,” Locklear said.
“We all kind of keep an eye on
each other.”

harperjon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

Auprey McAvoy/AP

Japanese soldiers on a reconnaissance team listen to Japanese Rear Adm. Yasuki Nakahata speak at
Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, after amphibious landing practice on Tuesday.

Japan, US conduct amphibious landings

The Associated Press

KANEOHE BAY, Hawaii —
Japan is practicing storming
beacheswiththe U.S. attheworld’s
largest maritime exercises.

Helicopters dropped a recon-
naissance team of Japanese
soldiers into the ocean off a Ha-
waii beach during Rim of the Pa-
cific exercises on Tuesday.

The soldiers climbed aboard
inflatable rafts and inspected
the shoreline before waves of
U.S., Australian and Indonesian
marines followed in amphibious
vehicles.

Japan has been buying am-
phibious landing craft and boost-
ing its amphibious training for
potential conflicts on islands.

In particular, it’s concerned
about uninhabited small islands
in the East China Sea that it con-
trols but that China claims.

Pacific Forum Executive Di-
rector Brad Glosserman said
there’s fear in Japan that China
will attempt to land forces on the
islands and Japan will need to
repel them.

WMD detection drills
come amid recent
North Korean threats

By WyarT OLsoN
Stars and Stripes

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii —
Exercise Fortune Guard makes
its debut Monday in Hawaii. The
multinational training event fo-
cuses on detecting and defend-
ing against weapons of mass
destruction.

The exercise arrives on the
heels of new provocations by
North Korea, which fired a short-
range ballistic missile into wa-
ters off its east coast on Saturday.
The director of the North Korean
military’s General Political Bu-
reau told his countrymen in a
broadcast speech Monday that if
the nation’s sovereignty is threat-
ened “our troops will fire our nu-
clear-armed rockets at the White
House and Pentagon,” according
to news reports.

The timing of Fortune Guard
isn’t directly tied to the most re-
cent round of saber-rattling by
North Korea, Adm. Samuel Lock-
lear III, the commander of U.S.
Pacific Command, said during a
news conference at the Pentagon
on Tuesday.

“Next week’s exercise is just
one that we’ve had scheduled for
a while,” Locklear said. “This
particular event that’s playing out
in the press now will just re-em-
phasize the importance of getting
it right during our exercise.”

PACOM is hosting the first
of six planned annual Fortune
Guard exercises. New Zealand
will host next year’s event, fol-
lowed by Singapore, Australia,
Japan and South Korea.

Fortune Guard is part of the
Proliferation Security Initiative,
launched by President George W.
Bush in 2003 and now endorsed
by more than 100 nations. Its in-
tent is to prevent illegal traffick-
ing of WMDs.

The nearly 20 Pacific region na-
tions that have endorsed the PSI
have been invited to attend the
exercise, according to a PACOM
statement. India and China are
two notable nations that have not
signed on.

The exercise is designed to im-
prove WMD interdiction skills,
from high-level decision-making
to ground-level tactics. Fortune
Guard will include interactive
academic seminars and port, sea
and tabletop exercises.

Japanese and South Korean
teams will board at sea the USNS
Henry J. Kaiser, which will pose
as a vessel suspected of carrying
weapons of mass destruction.

Norwegian officials will share
lessons learned about the removal
of chemical weapons from Syria.

The portside demonstration
is expected to include the U.S.
Army Explosive Ordinance Dis-
posal team, with the 93rd Civil
Support Team-WMD; the U.S.
Customs and Border Protection
Anti-Terrorism and Contraband
Enforcement Team; and teams
from Japan and South Korea. The
portside event will employ an Air
Force C-17 and standard shipping

container for simulated detection
of radioactive materials.

While the greatest global threat
from WMD comes from nonstate
militants who could use such
weapons for maximum terror-
ism, North Korea remains a wild-
card state in its potential use of
missiles, whether conventional or
nuclear, though it is not believed
to have the ability yet to produce
anuclear bomb small and durable
enough to put into a warhead.

This week, the United Nations

imposed
Vi _ sanctions
I believe against a
North Kore-
they_ an shipping
continue company
to make for trying
tead: to smuggle
Steady from  Cuba
progress in two fighter
3 Jets, missiles
bqth_thelr Tadother
missile ammunition
technology beneath a
. 24 load of sugar.
and their Locklear
nuclear rgjectehd tEe
o idea that the
capability, U.S. was “los-
and they ing ground”
desire to in efforts to
ti to containNorth
continue Korea’s
do that.” weapons i
ght of recent
MI.':clzae::-uﬁll provocations.
US. Pacific . Wwe  have
Command & 8rowing in-

terest among

nations in the
region and throughout the world
in participating in our counter-
proliferation exercises, and we’re
growing our capabilities across
nations and across institutions to
be able to better anticipate and
deal with this,” Locklear said.
“I think all around we'’re getting
better.”

An “essential part of the way
ahead in this part of the world”
is the denuclearization of North
Korea, he said.

Intelligence analysts widely de-
bate North Korea’s actual nuclear
capabilities, Locklear said, but he
added, “As a military command-
er, I have to plan for the worst.”

“Ibelieve they continue to make
steady progress in both their mis-
sile technology and their nuclear
capability, and they desire to con-
tinue to do that,” he said.

olson.wyatt@stripes.com

Click today...cash today~
www.militaryloans.com

“We love to say yes”*
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DOD decides to oversee
plagiarism investigation

HELENA, Mont. — The De-
partment of Defense has taken
the unusual step of overseeing a
plagiarism investigation being
conducted by the U.S. Army War
College against Sen. John Walsh,
of Montana, the college’s provost
said Tuesday.

The department will decide
‘whether any discipline is warrant-
ed based on the recommendations
of the school’s academic review
board, Provost Lance Betros said.

Normally, that decision is re-
served for the school’s deputy
commandant. It is rare, if not un-
precedented, for the Defense De-
partment to intervene in a student
misconduct case, he said.

The college referred the case to
its five-member academic review
board after a New York Times
story last week showed Walsh, a
Democrat, used others’ work with-
out attribution in a 2007 research
paper required for a master’s
degree.

Walsh has until Aug. 15 to turn
in any material in his defense, and
he may request to appear before
the board, Betros said.

From The Associated Press

Officials: C-130J stowaway likely suffocated

By STEVEN BEARDSLEY
AND MARcUS KLOECKNER
Stars and Stripes

A teenage boy found dead in-
side a hidden compartment of an
Air Force plane after its return to
Ramstein Air Base in Germany
from a mission across northern
Africa likely suffocated because
of a lack of oxygen at high alti-
tude, according to an autopsy
performed Wednesday.

German investigators said the
unidentified youth, believed to be
from Africa, most likely boarded
the plane in Bamako, the capital
of Mali, one of several stops made
by the Ramstein-based C-130J
Super Hercules during an eight-
day mission. Prosecutor Eber-
hard Bayer could not say what led
investigators to that conclusion
but said the boy’s clothing could
have been an indicator.

Their findings further the be-
lief that he climbed into the plane
as a stowaway. The boy’s body
was found in a compartment
above the rear wheel well, the Air

Family Dentistry
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Implant Surgery
Zoom Teeth Whitening
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Nitrous Oxide

06119 887 2650
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y

Saturday & Evening Appointments
Caring, Friendly American Staff
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Force said.

Medical examiners in nearby
Homburg, Germany, determined
there was “high probability” that
the youth suffocated because
of the lack of oxygen at high
altitude.

The C-130J, commonly used
to airlift cargo and troops long
distances, can fly close to 30,000
feet in the air, an altitude at which
oxygen is thin and temperatures
are well below freezing.

Military investigators are now
trying to determine where and
how the teenager got on board.
The plane also made stops in Sen-
egal, Chad and the Navy air base
at Sigonella, Sicily, after leaving
Ramstein on July 19, said Maj.
Tony Wickman, a spokesman for
the 86th Airlift Wing. Wickman
wasn’t sure of the order of each
stop. Pentagon spokesman Col.
Steve Warren said the plane also
stopped in Tunisia.

Routine pre- and post-flight
checks between each stop re-
vealed nothing unusual, Wick-
man said, although such checks

focus only on the airworthiness of
an aircraft. The plane functioned
normally on each leg of its mis-
sion, he said, suggesting nothing
was out of the ordinary.

The body was discovered dur-
ing a routine post-mission main-
tenance inspection, Wickman
said. The crew chief first noticed
something unusual as he peered
into the space above the landing
gear. He spotted the boy’s cloth-
ing as he moved closer.

The Wing then called emer-
gency responders, who stood by
as the crew removed an exterior
panel of the plane to gain access
to the confined space.

“The only way you could find
this person is if you crawled up
the landing gear itself,” Wick-
man said. “That would only
be done during a maintenance
inspection.”

A Pentagon spokesman said
Tuesday that airfields in the re-
gion where the plane was operat-
ing often lack rigorous security
measures.

“Security is going to be looked

at here, obviously it will be,” Rear
Adm. John Kirby said Tuesday
at a Pentagon briefing. “But we
shouldn’t expect that the secu-
rity environment in every loca-
tion that these aircraft operate is
going to be at the same standard”
as that at U.S. military bases.

The body tested negative for
communicable diseases, Kirby
told reporters. An outbreak of
the often deadly Ebola virus has
spread across three west African
countries — Liberia, Sierra Leone
and Guinea, which borders Mali.

Military officials said the plane
was tasked to U.S. Africa Com-
mand for the mission, but they
haven’t elaborated on its opera-
tion in each country. The plane
remains at Ramstein, Wickman
said.

The teenager’s death comes
three months after a California
teenager survived stowing away
on a Boeing 767 flight to Maui.

Stars and Stripes reporter Chris Carroll
contributed to this report.
beardsley.steven@stripes.com
kloeckner.marcus@stripes.com
Twitter: @sjbeardsley
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McDonald confirmed as new VA secretary

By Travis J. TRITTEN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Bob McDonald
was unanimously confirmed by the
Senate on Tuesday as the new Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs secretary.

The former Army Ranger and CEO
of Procter & Gamble was confirmed in
a 97-0 vote by lawmakers who said his
boardroom experience could be used
to overhaul the nation’s troubled vet-
eran health care system.

His predecessor, Gen. Eric Shin-
seki, stepped down in May amid a
growing scandal over long patient wait
times and manipulation of appoint-
ment data by VA staff. Numerous VA
inspector general investigations and
testimony on Capitol Hill over the past
two months have revealed a deeply
dysfunctional agency that often ig-
nored or covered up dangerous short-
comings 1n care.

Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., said
Tuesday that McDonald headed up
one of the country’s leading corpora-
tions and has the experience needed
to deal with a “huge bureaucracy that
needs significant improvement in ac-

countability and management.”

McDonald, 61, spent 33 years at
P&G where he headed up the compa-
ny’s Tide detergent brand and later
its global fabric care division before
being promoted to president and CEO
in 2009. He graduated from West Point
and rose to the rank of captain in the
82nd Airborne Division before enter-
ing the private sector.

The VA is the nation’s largest inte-
grated health care system and serves
nearly 9 million veterans at about
1,700 locations. Each day, 200,000
beneficiaries seek care at its hospitals
and clinics.

McDonald was not present during
the Senate vote but said last week that
his first day on the job would include
immediately convening a meeting of
all top leadership to explain his future
vision for the VA.

Experts say he will be faced with re-
moving much of the VA management
that oversaw the growth of waiting
times at nationwide hospitals and clin-
ics — about 636,000 vets have waited
more than a month for requested treat-
ment — and the systemic manipulation
of data to cover up the delays.

A comprehensive VA reform bill
introduced Monday by Sanders and
Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., chair-
man of the House Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee, would give ’

] tl
1 '

McDonald new powers to fire
senior executives at will.

The proposal streamlines
the appeals process for fired
managers, giving them just
one week to appeal termi- |
nations and an adminis- |
trative judge three weeks T
to make a final ruling.

All federal senior
executives now have
an appeals process
that can take months
to resolve.

The VA reform bill
must be passed by the
House and Senate. Sand-
ers said he believes votes
could occur before the end
of the week when Congress
leaves Washington for a
monthlong recess.

tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten

Veterans
Affairs

Secretary
Bob McDonald
AP

Audit finds 110 facilities manipulated vets’ appointment times

USA Today

Internal VA documents show
the depth of fraudulent schedul-
ing, manipulation of data and in
some cases intimidation of staff
to hide delays in medical care to
veterans in the 6 million-patient
national system.

Auditors found at least one ap-
pointment scheduler at 109 VA
medical centers who said wait
times for veterans had been fal-
sified, according to a USA Today
analysis of internal VA survey
data made public Tuesday. To
keep evidence of delayed care
out of the VA’s official electronic
tracking system, secret lists were
maintained at 110 facilities.

Workers at the Department of
Veterans Affairs outpatient clinic
in Wilmington, N.C., told auditors
they “were fearful of retaliation”

L 2K 2K 2R 2K 4

4
Some VA executives are so driven in their quest

for perfor b

and power

that they are willing to lie, cheat and put the health
of the veterans they were hired to serve at risk. 7

Rep. Jeff Miller

House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs chairman

if they did not manipulate appoint-
ment data. At the Edward Hines
Jr. VA hospital in Hines, Ill., near
Chicago, “staff felt they would be
subject to disciplinary action” if
appointment records were not
changed, one report shows.
Managers instructed or ‘“en-
couraged” schedulers to falsify
appointment data at such VA med-
ical facilities as those in Leeds,
Mass.; Jacksonville, N.C.; Virginia
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Beach, Va.; and Cleveland, accord-
ing to the documents.

The audit by the VA’s Veterans
Health Administration was or-
dered earlier this year by then-VA
Secretary Eric Shinseki. The re-
sults were provided to President
Barack Obama on May 30, the day
Shinseki resigned.

Auditors interviewed more than
3,200 employees at more than 700
clinics and hospitals to gather

3!!91"

their findings.

A broader investigation under-
way by the VA Inspector General
and the Justice Department is
scheduled to be completed next
month. Former acting VA Secre-
tary Sloan Gibson, who took over
after Shinseki resigned, has testi-
fied in Congress that “several su-
pervisors” are being investigated
in connection with potential crim-
inal charges.

The VA issued a statement late
Tuesday saying it is seeking dis-
ciplinary action against six em-
ployees working at a hospital in
Cheyenne, Wyo., and at an outpa-
tient clinic in Fort Collins, Colo.,
for manipulating appointment
data. One of the six is a regional
director; others include the direc-
tor of the Cheyenne hospital and
the chief of staff there.

The VA said it is seeking to have
two of the six fired. The agency
said it found evidence that super-
visors personally manipulated
data, instructed subordinates to
do so and withheld accurate infor-
mation from higher officials.

Internal investigations found
that clinic or hospital chiefs may
have manipulated appointment
data in order to look better on per-
formance evaluations upon which
their bonuses were based.

“As these new details make
painfully obvious ... some VA exec-
utives are so driven in their quest
for performance bonuses, promo-
tions and power that they are will-
ing to lie, cheat and put the health
of the veterans they were hired to
serve at risk,” said Rep. Jeff Mill-
er, R-Fla., chairman of the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.
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Report: Private schools cash in from Gl Bill

By KimMBERLY HEFLING
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Iraq and Af-
ghanistan veterans have flocked
to for-profit colleges, including a
troubled chain that is closing or
selling its campuses amid a series
of federal and state investigations.

A report released Wednes-
day from the office of Sen. Tom
Harkin, D-Iowa, a critic of the
for-profit education industry who
chairs the Senate Health, Educa-
tion, Labor and Pensions commit-
tee, finds that for-profit colleges
received $1.7 billion in Post-9/11
GI Bill benefits in the 2012-2013
school term. About a quarter of
benefits paid under the program
went to the for-profit sector.

Among the top 10 recipient
schools in terms of GI Bill funds,
eight were from the for-profit sec-
tor. One of them was Corinthian
Colleges, a chain based in Santa
Ana, Calif., that recently reached
an agreement with the Education
Department to sell or close its
more than 90 U.S. campuses. The
Education Department has said
it has concerns about the chain’s

operations that included allega-
tions of falsifying job placement
data used in marketing claims
to prospective students, and al-
legations of altered grades and
attendance.

Since the new GI Bill rolled out
in 2009, Corinthian has received
$186 million in the new GI Bill
funds, the report said. Last week,
the advocacy group Student Vet-
erans of America placed the
schools under the Corinthian um-
brella — Everest College, Heald
College and WyoTech schools
— on its “not recommended” list.

Including Corinthian, the re-
port finds that seven of the eight
companies face investigations by
states attorneys general or fed-
eral agencies for “deceptive and
misleading recruiting” or other
possible federal violations. Even
as overall enrollment decreased
at the eight schools since 2009, it
says the number of veterans en-
rolled at these schools increased.

The new GI Bill program pro-
vides the most generous school
benefits paid to warfighters since
the original bill was enacted in
1944. It can be used by a veteran

or a member of the immediate
family — and more than a million
people have used it so far.

For-profit colleges have been
popular among veterans, in part,
because of offerings in skilled
trades and flexibility such as on-
line classes.

Michael Dakduk, the vice pres-
ident for military and veterans
affairs with the Association of
Private Sector Colleges, said in a
statement: “It is no surprise that
members of the military choose
our institutions because we pro-
vide them with career-focused
programs, important support ser-
vices and flexibility they need to
complete their education.”

But, the for-profit sector has
among the highest student loan
default rates and lowest gradua-
tion rates in higher education and
has been a target of Democrats.
The Obama administration has
pushed “gainful employment”
regulations that would penalize
career-oriented programs that
produce graduates without the
training needed to find a job with
a salary that will allow them to
pay off their debt.

Williams: Proposed plan to fix VA health
care would open DOD hospitals to veterans

FROM FRONT PAGE

The farmer named it Mike and
took the rooster to researchers at
the University of Utah who deter-
mined the ax that took its head
had left the brain stem, allowing
it to continue living.

“It lived for [18] months with-
out a head,” Williams said. “The
chicken didn’t die because it
didn’t have a head. It died because
the farmer choked it when he was
feeding it with an eyedropper.”

The story is meant as a lesson
for managing and rooting out
misconduct at the VA, which lost
its secretary in May when retired
Gen. Eric Shinseki resigned but
gained a new secretary when
Robert McDonald was confirmed
by the Senate on Tuesday.

The rooster’s head represents
the department’s top post. “We’re
going to chop off the head — there
goes Sec. Shinseki,” Williams
said.

The vast VA bureaucracy,
which comprises about 400 se-
nior executives and 300,000 em-
ployees, is Mike, still continuing
on with the same dysfunction, he
told the audience.

The inspector general found that
about 70 percent of VA facilities
falsified wait times and used the
data to hand out awards and bo-
nuses. Meanwhile, about 636,000
veterans have waited more than a
month for requested treatment at
about 1,700 VA facilities. It is the
largest integrated health care sys-
tem in the United States.

“If you can chop off the head
of this organization and it can
still run, it is still doing the same
thing it could do four months ago
today,” Williams said. “But today

C.J. Lin/Stars and Stripes

TV personality Montel Williams, a Marine Corps and Navy veteran,
speaks about the lack of veterans health care at the National Press

Club in Washington on Wednesday.

they are hiding it.”

Williams criticized Congress
and the White House for going
about “business as usual” in
Washington and not working
fast enough to solve the veter-
ans’ health care crisis. Instead,
Williams has floated his own
plan to fix VA — he says Presi-
dent Barack Obama should use
emergency powers to bring Navy
corpsmen and other military hos-
pital workers back on duty and
open Department of Defense
health care facilities to veterans.

“Every DOD hospital could be
opened up tomorrow for soldiers
to be walk in and be seen,” which
would give a baseline measure of
the access problem in the VA sys-
tem, Williams said.

The former talk show host said

he has been a quiet advocate for
servicemembers for years, vol-
unteering with the Fisher House
Foundation and visiting the
wounded at Walter Reed National
Military Medical Center.

But the VA scandal brought him
“out of the shadows,” he said.

On Wednesday, he floated the
idea to the groups gathered at the
forum to march on Washington for
VA reform and veterans support
before Americans vote in the fall.

“This country doesn’t listen
unless something is big, un-
less it seems to be big,” he said.
“Maybe we ought to all ... descend
on Washington, D.C., at the same
time between now and the mid-
term elections.”

tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten

Harkin’s report finds that the
average cost for a veteran to at-
tend a for-profit college is $7,972,
compared to $3,914 for a public
college — about twice the price.

The two top recipients of GI
Bill money not in the for-profit
sector were the public University
of Maryland system and the non-
profit Embry-Riddle Aeronauti-
cal University, according to the
report.

Earlier this year, the Student
Veterans of America issued a re-
port that said a little more than
half of the veterans who got col-
lege money under the GI Bill
since 2009 eventually graduated.
The rate was lower than the grad-
uation rate for traditional stu-
dents, who generally enroll out of
high school, but higher than for
veterans’ non-traditional peers

— those students who also tend
to be older and have families and
jobs.

It found that about three-quar-
ters of the student veterans who
graduated did so from public in-
stitutions. Another 15.5 percent
attended private universities,
while about 13 percent attended
for-profit schools.

Another group, the Iraq and
Afghanistan Veterans of Amer-
ica, has lobbied against what is
known as the “90/10” rule that re-
quires colleges to receive at least
10 percent of their revenue from
sources other than the federal
government. Students using the
new GI Bill don’t count toward
the limit, so the veterans said
they are aggressively targeted by
the for-profit industry.
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Poll: Americans balking at refugee status

By JENNIFER AGIESTA
AND ELLIOT SPAGAT
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Americans are
wary of granting refugee status
to children crossing the U.S. bor-
der to flee strife-torn countries
in Central America, and most in
an Associated Press-GfK poll say
the U.S. does not have a moral ob-
ligation to accept asylum seekers
generally.

The new poll found 53 percent
of Americans believe the United
States has no moral obligation to
offer asylum to people who es-
cape violence or political perse-
cution, while 44 percent believe it
has that responsibility.

More than half — 52 percent
— say children who say they are
fleeing gang violence in Central
America should not be treated
as refugees, while 46 percent say
they should.

Delamees sleep in a holding oell at a U.S. Customs and Border

F facility in

-Texas, on June 18. In a new poll,

most Americans say U.S. law should be changed so the immigrants
can be sent home quickly, without a deportation hearing.

Last survivor
of Enola Gay
mission dies

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The last sur-
viving member of the crew that
dropped the atomic bomb on
Hiroshima once said he thought
the bombing was necessary be-
cause it shortened the war and
eliminated the need for an Allied
land invasion that could have cost
more lives on both sides.

But Theodore “Dutch” VanKirk
also said it made him wary of war
— and that he would like to see
all of the world’s atomic bombs
abolished.

VanKirk died Monday at the
retirement home where he lived
in Stone Mountain, Ga., his son,
Tom VanKirk, said. He was 93.

Theodore VanKirk flew as
navigator on the Enola Gay, the
B-29 Superfortress that dropped
the first atomic bomb deployed in
wartime over the Japanese city of
Hiroshima on Aug. 6, 1945,

The bombing hastened the end
of World War II.
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City Medical Center

The responses expose a parti-
san rift, with 70 percent of Repub-
licans saying Central American
children should not be treated
as refugees compared with 62
percent of Democrats who be-
lieve they should. On whether the
United States has an obligation to
accept people fleeing violence or
political persecution, 66 percent of
Republicans say it does not and 57
percent of Democrats say it does.

Jerry Benzie, 27, a Republican
from Ebensburg, Pa., 90 miles
east of Pittsburgh, was initially
sympathetic to the plight of chil-
dren seeking shelter in the U.S.
from violence at home. His views
changed as he grew convinced
Central American governments
could do more to slow the tide
of northbound immigrants, and
thought Mexico wasn’t doing
enough to prevent them from
passing through that country on
their way to the U.S.

Benzie said he worries the chil-
dren will strain public schools
and other services.

“How do you differentiate be-
tween the children who are truly
fleeing violence and dangers and
those whose parents may just see
an opportunity for them in our
country and are pushing them

Rheinstr. 31, 65185 Wiesbaden, 8th floor (on top)

eck.de

g
=g aEEIl =

to go?” said Benzie, who works
in the information technology in-
dustry. “It’s going to take a toll on
our economy because it’s going to
lead to higher taxes. Our citizens
are going to suffer.”

To qualify for asylum, applicants
must prove they suffered persecu-
tion or have a well-founded fear of
persecution on grounds of race,
religion, nationality, membership
in a social group or political opin-
ion. A refugee must demonstrate
the same but, unlike an asylum
seeker, seeks protection while still
outside the United States.

Americans who are closely fol-
lowing news about the wave of
unaccompanied children crossing
the border illegally in South Texas
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are less receptive, with only four
in ten saying they should qualify
as refugees. Among those who
say they aren’t paying as much at-
tention, roughly half believe they
should be treated as refugees.

Americans with children under
18 are evenly split on whether
the children crossing the border
should be treated as refugees,
with 49 percent taking each side.
Those without young children tilt
against refugee status, 53 percent
to 45 percent.

The AP-GfK Poll was conduct-
ed July 24-28 and involved online
interviews with 1,044 adults, and
has a margin of sampling error
of plus or minus 3.4 percentage
points for all respondents.
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Report: Chemical attack threat underestimated

Homeland Security Committee investigation finds nation’s riskiest facilities not properly inspected, lack security plans

By HopE YEN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The govern-
mentis underestimating the threat
of a chemical attack on America’s
densely populated cities and has
failed to inspect virtually all of
the chemical facilities that it con-
siders particularly vulnerable to
terrorists, congressional investi-
gators say.

The yearlong investigation by
Republican staff on the Senate
Homeland Security Committee
paints a portrait of inspection de-
lays, government errors in risk
assessment and industry loop-
holes in a $595 million terrorism

prevention program passed by
Congress in 2006. A copy of the
investigators’ report was obtained
by The Associated Press.

Coming a year after a massive
explosion at a West, Texas, fer-
tilizer plant, the report points to
threats from the release of toxic
and flammable chemicals.

Roughly half of the 4,011 high-
risk facilities on the Homeland
Security Department watch list
are in 10 states: California, Texas,
Ohio, Illinois, Pennsylvania, New
York, North Carolina, Florida,
Michigan and New Jersey.

Committee investigators have
indicated that larger metropolitan
regions such as Los Angeles, Chi-

cago, New York and Philadelphia
might be more vulnerable to a
chemical attack.

The findings were expected
to be discussed Wednesday at a
meeting of the Senate Homeland
Security and Governmental Af-
fairs Committee.

The U.S. effort is “a broken pro-
gram that is not making us mea-
surably safer against the threat
of a terrorist attack,” states the
report commissioned by Sen. Tom
Coburn, R-OKla.

It said widespread problems
have left many of the nation’s risk-
iest chemical facilities “effectively
unregulated.”

The report relies in part on in-

ternal DHS documents, including
a terrorism program assessment
completed late last year that hasn’t
been released, and a federal data-
base of higher-risk facilities.

DHS spokesman S.Y. Lee noted
that the department has stepped
up monitoring efforts, having ap-
proved security plans for 750 fa-
cilities in the last two years.

The report said that as of June
30, DHS had failed to conduct
security compliance inspections
on 3,972 chemical facilities, or
99 percent of the 4,011 facilities
initially considered at a higher
risk for terrorism. Many facili-
ties are chemical manufacturers;
they also include farm supply re-

tailers or fertilizer distribution
warehouses.

The committee found that
roughly 3,111 of the facilities
had yet to have security plans
approved despite statements to
DHS officials that they would be
done. Investigators said it could
take years for DHS to reduce the

backlog.
The report also cites a DHS-
commissi 1 stu

late last year that raised con-
cerns the list of 4,011 higher-risk
facilities was not accurate, in
some cases relying on outdated
data or treating densely popu-
lated areas as lower threats due
to coding errors.

PHotos BY Mike Meabows/AP

People walk down a stairway leading to a parking structure across from Pauley Pavilion on the UCLA campus after flooding from a broken 30-
inch water main under nearby Sunset Boulevard inundated a large area of the campus in the Westwood section of Los Angeles on Tuesday.

UCLA wades through damage from plpe ﬂoodmg

By MarT HamILTON AND KRYSTA FAURIA
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The quiet summer cam-
pus of UCLA found itself suddenly steeped in
water and chaos after a major water pipe burst
and spewed some 8 million gallons, stranding
people in parking garages and flooding the
school’s storied basketball court less than two
years after a major renovation.

The 30-inch, nearly century old pipe burst
Tuesday afternoon under nearby Sunset Bou-
levard, sending water 30 feet into the air, open-
ing a 15-foot hole in the street and inundating
part of the campus that soon was swarmed
with police and firefighters.

“Unfortunately UCLA was the sink for this
water source,” UCLA Chancellor Gene Block
said.

The break came amid a historic drought
when residents are being threatened with
$500 fines for overuse.

“We lost a lot of water, around 35,000 gal-
lons a minute, which is not ideal in the worst
drought in the city’s history,” City Council-
man Paul Koretz said.

The flooding hit the part of campus that is
home to its athletic facilities, with the greatest
danger coming in a pair of parking structures
that quickly began filling with water.

Firefighters, some using inflatable boats,
saved at least five people who were stranded
in the structures where more than 100 cars
were stuck, city fire officials said. No injuries
were reported.

Water cascaded to the entrance of Pauley
Pavilion, then poured on to the court named
for legendary coach John Wooden and his
wife, Nell.

The other two campus buildings damaged
were the Wooden Center, which has training
facilities for students, and the J.D. Morgan
Center, which houses the school’s sports tro-
phies, hall of fame and athletics offices.

One woman pulls amther ona body board
through the quad of

Ventura
passage
to be cut
from book

From wire reports

MINNEAPOLIS — The pas-
sage from the best-selling mem-
oir “American Sniper” that
sparked former Minnesota Gov.
Jesse Ventura’s defamation law-
suit against author Chris Kyle
will be removed, publisher Harp-
erCollins said Wednesday.

A federal jury in St. Paul
awarded Ventura over $1.8 mil-
lion in damages on Tuesday,
finding that a section of the book
defamed Ventura.

Kyle, a former Navy SEAL re-
garded as the deadliest sniper in
U.S. military history, wrote that
he decked Ventura at a Califor-
nia bar in 2006 after Ventura
made offensive comments about
SEALSs, including that the SEALs
“deserve to lose a few” in Iraq.

Ventura, himself a former
SEAL and former pro wrestler,
testified he never made the state-
ment and that the confrontation
never happened.

The jury awarded Ventura
$500,000 for damage to his rep-
utation and career caused by
defamation. They also awarded
him $1.3 million for unjust en-
richment — money they found
Kyle made by exploiting Ventu-
ra’s name and reputation.

The second amount is a non-
binding advisory award. The final
unjust enrichment payout is up to
the judge, who is likely to review
further arguments from the law-
yers before he decides.

Libel insurance will cover the
defamation award, said Taya
Kyle’s attorneys. The unjust en-
richment claim isn’t covered by
insurance and will be drawn from
the book’s royalties and Kyle es-
tate, they said.
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New York Mayor Bill de Blasio said Monday he believes the people wearing character costumes in Times
Square should be licensed and regulated. Dozens of people dressed as Elmo, Cookie Monster, Batman
and other characters stand near 42nd Street and pose for photos with tourists in exchange for money.

NYC: Impersonators’ behavior
lacks character, needs rules

By VERENA DoBNIK
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — New York City
officials are turning up the heat
on Elmo, Cookie Monster and
Statue of Liberty impersonators
— Times Square costumed char-
acters who often demand money
for posing in photos with tourists.

The city wants to rein in a sum-
mertime spike in badly behaving
characters such as the Spider-
Man accused of punching a police
officer recently.

“This has gone too far,” a
frustrated Mayor Bill de Blasio
said this week. “It’s time to take
some real steps to regulate this
reality.”

That could be easier said than
done. Legal experts say proposals
for a city law to possibly require
licenses and background checks
could violate free-speech rights.

At issue is whether the char-
acters can be considered street
performers protected by the First
Amendment or whether they are
engaged in commercial activ-
ity subject to regulation. It de-

pends on whether the characters
merely hope for tips or demand
money. Some tourists have com-
plained about being harassed for
payment.

“If you can prove that they are
there to seek money, not simply
conveying a message ... they are
subject to greater regulation,”
said Jesse Choper, a constitution-
al law professor at the University
of California.

In about the past year, a Cookie
Monster was accused of shoving
a 2-year-old and an Elmo was
heard berating tourists with anti-
Semitic slurs.

There also have been recent re-
ports of a brawl between two Stat-
ue of Liberty impersonators and a
man dressed as Woody from “Toy
Story” groping women.

Last Saturday, a man dressed
as Spider-Man was arrested on
charges he slugged a police offi-
cer who tried to intervene during
a dispute with a woman who of-
fered him a $1 tip. Authorities say
the man told the woman he only
accepts $5, $10 or $20.

Jonathan Turley, a constitu-

tional law professor at George
‘Washington University, said any
regulations must be written care-
fully to avoid arbitrary enforce-
ment. Singling out just those who
wear costumes, for example,
could be problematic.

“When politicians call for regu-
lating someone in a costume, it’s
clearly inane,” he said. “You have
people on Wall Street who vio-
late the law, and we don’t subject
people in Armani suits to special
regulations.”

City Councilman Dan Gar-
odnick, a Manhattan Democrat
who is drafting legislation to ad-
dress the issue, said the details
are still being worked out. “We’re
trying to balance First Amend-
ment rights of individuals with
the need to protect people from
what has become garden-variety
harassment.”

New York’s regulation push is
backed by the nonprofit Times
Square Alliance, which on a re-
cent night counted no fewer than
76 costumed characters prowling
the square.

Advocates seek
streamlined info
on missing kids

By Eric TUCKER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — When FBI
agents and police officers fanned
out across the U.S. last month in
a weeklong effort to rescue child
sex trafficking victims, they
pulled minors as young as 11
from hotel rooms, truck stops and
homes.

Among the 168 juveniles recov-
ered was a population that child
welfare advocates say especially
concerns them: children who
were never reported missing in
the first place.

Advocates say the roundup
reinforces the need for a stan-
dardized, nationwide approach to
report children as missing, espe-
cially those absent from state fos-
ter care systems who are seen as
most vulnerable to abuse.

Concerns over unaccounted-for
children aren’t new, but they’re
receiving fresh attention amid
heightened awareness of child
sex trafficking. State and federal
efforts are underway to stream-
line how police are alerted when
kids go missing.

“This has been a movement
that I would say over the last year
has really galvanized,” said John
Ryan, president of the National
Center for Missing and Exploited
Children. Legislation pending
in Congress would require child
welfare agencies to alert police
and the center, which has special-
ized response teams, within 24
hours of a child’s disappearance.

The current patchwork of state
and federal policies has yielded
what advocates describe as a
fractured safety net with little ac-
countability. Though states may
have policies encouraging child
welfare agencies to report miss-
ing children to law enforcement,
most don’t have laws requiring
that notification, according to
the missing children center. That
means children can disappear
without police knowing they’re
missing or being directed to look

for them.

A federal law does require law
enforcement agencies to enter
missing children into the FBI’s
National Crime Information Cen-
ter — a database available to law
enforcement nationwide — but
that presumes police are pro-
vided the names or have specific
enough details. A 2011 Govern-
ment Accountability Office report
said law enforcement agencies
are having trouble getting timely
information from state agencies.

The missing children center
says it received more than 57,000
missing-child reports between
2009 and 2013. The organization
says two-thirds of the children re-
ported missing last year who like-
ly were sex trafficking victims
were in the care of child welfare
systems when they ran away.

The difficulties aren’t limited
to foster care. In the most recent
action, Operation Cross Country,
far more children came from sin-
gle-family homes than from fam-
ilies under state supervision, the
FBI said. But experts say they’re
concerned that children in foster
care, who often come from more
troubled backgrounds, are par-
ticularly vulnerable to being tar-
geted by sex traffickers.

“These pimps really know how
to appeal to these kids,” Joseph
Campbell, assistant director of
the FBI’s criminal investigative
division, said in an interview. “A
lot of these pimps come from sim-
ilar backgrounds as well. They
can lure them in by providing
them care, feeding, attention.”

In a transient child welfare
system, it’s a challenge for states
to keep perfect track of children
under their care. Many run away
repeatedly but return on their
own, giving guardians little in-
centive to report them missing
each time. The Internet enables
children to be prostituted through
online advertisements instead of
street corners, making it easier
than ever for trafficking to cross
state lines.

Police say robbery suspect celebrated with spending spree

The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — The suspect
arrested in an armed robbery at
the Bellagio casino allegedly cel-
ebrated after the heist with pros-
titutes and a spending spree on
the Las Vegas Strip, police said
Tuesday.

The Clark County Detention
Center’s website identified him as
Scott A. Carmitchel. He was being
held on $84,000 bail and was due
to appear in court Wednesday to
face charges of battery, grand

larceny, burglary and robbery
with a deadly weapon.

Detectives say he robbed a ca-
sino cashier of $43,500 at gun-
point Friday night and later paid
prostitutes at another hotel with
money still bound in Bellagio
wrappers before he was arrested
Saturday night. It wasn’t immedi-
ately clear if he had a lawyer.

Kansas Department of Cor-
rections records show Scott Alan
Carmitchel, 34, served time for
battery against a law officer and a

robbery in 1998, and he was sent
to prison most recently a year
ago for making a criminal threat.
Formerly of Overland Park, Kan.,
he was paroled in December. The
department listed him as “ab-
sconded” with his whereabouts
unknown as of May 29.
Detectives in Las Vegas said
the man they previously identi-
fied only as “John Doe” spent
about $10,000 on a high-end
shopping spree after claiming he
found a black bag full of cash in

the Bellagio
parking lot.
They said he
told them his
name  was
Scott Rice,
of Kansas,
but he had
noidentifica-
tion and they
suspected

that was a

false name.
Corrections  officials

in Las

Vegas had to forcibly hold his head
steady for the mug shot because
he “has refused to cooperate in
any way with the investigation
and was combative with officers
throughout the booking process,”
Officer Larry Hadfield said in a
statement.

The arrest came after inves-
tigators were tipped by a tourist
from Texas who said he became
suspicious after a man paid the
tourist $300 to rent him a $405
room at the Hard Rock Hotel.
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UKRAINE UNREST

New sanctions target
weak Russian economy

By Laura MILLS AND JULIE PACE
The Associated Press

MOSCOW — Russia was counting the
potential cost of Western sanctions target-
ing its key energy and finance sectors on
Wednesday, with the central bank promis-
ing to support lenders hit with penalties.

The U.S. and the European Union on
Tuesday announced a raft of new penal-
ties that would limit the trade of arms and
technology that can be used in the oil in-
dustry and for military purposes. The EU
also put its capital markets off limits for
Russian state-owned banks.

The hope is to make the penalties, which
had until recently mainly targeted Russian
individuals, more biting economically for
Russia.

Amid concerns about the potential im-
pact on Russia’s financial stability, the
central bank announced it would “take ad-
equate measures” to support the targeted
banks. It did not give further details.

The reaction in the stock markets in
Moscow was mixed, as investors had sold
off shares in Russian companies for the
past two weeks after Malaysia Airlines
Flight 17 was downed over east Ukraine,
killing all 298 people on board. Western
officials accuse Russia-backed separatists
of bringing down the plane with a missile
supplied by Moscow.

Reports last week that the new, tougher
sanctions were due had also caused mar-
kets to tumble for days ahead of their for-
mal announcement Tuesday.

On Wednesday, the MICEX benchmark
index was up 2 percent, mainly thanks to
a rise in shares in companies that were
spared sanctions. Shares in VTB Bank,
Russia’s second-largest and one of the
sanctions targets, were down 0.9 percent.

Analysts warn that with most large
state-owned banks cut off from Western
funding, the long-term impact of sanc-

tions on Russia’s growth could be severe.
U.S. officials said Tuesday that roughly 30
percent of Russia’s banking sector assets
would now be constrained by sanctions.

The International Monetary Fund al-
ready slashed Russia’s growth forecast for
this year to nearly zero, down from 1.3 per-
cent last year, and the U.S. says more than
$100 billion in capital is expected to flow
out of the country.

“Russia’s actions in Ukraine and the
sanctions that we’ve already imposed have

made a weak
4 . Russian economy
Sanctions even weaker,”
alone are not  President Barack
- bama said

a policy, so we Tuesday.
must continue Itremained un-

certain whether

to seek ae the tougher pen-
opportunities  alties will have
to diffuse any impact on
- Russia’s  actions

the conflict in Ukraine — nor
politically. 7 was it clear what
Frank-Walter further  actions
Steinmeier the U.S. and Eu-

rope were will-
ing to take if the
situation remains
unchanged. In the nearly two weeks since
the Malaysia Airlines plane was felled in
eastern Ukraine, Russia appears to have
deepened its engagement in the conflict,
with the U.S. and its allies saying that Rus-
sia was building up troops and weaponry
along its border with Ukraine.

Europe has a far stronger economic re-
lationship with Russia than the U.S. does,
and until this week European Union lead-
ers had been reluctant to impose harsh
penalties — in part out of fear of harming
their own economies.

EU President Herman Van Rompuy and
the president of the European Commis-

German foreign minister

e

ALexel NikoLsky, PResIDENTIAL Press Service, RIA Novosti/AP

Russian President Vladlmlr Putin heads a Cabmet meeting in Moscow on Wednesday

to address

by the United States and the

European Union agamst Russian oompanles and banks.

sion, Jose Manuel Barroso, said the sanc-
tions sent a “strong warning” that Russia’s
destabilization of Ukraine could not be
tolerated.

“When the violence created spirals out
of control and leads to the killing of almost
300 innocent civilians in their flight from
the Netherlands to Malaysia, the situa-
tion requires urgent and determined re-
sponse,” the two top EU officials said in a
statement.

The new EU sanctions put the 28-nation
bloc on par with earlier sector sanctions
announced by the U.S. and in some cases
may even exceed the American penalties.

Obama said coordinating Tuesday’s ac-
tions will ensure that the sanctions “will
have an even bigger bite.”

Despite the West’s escalation of its ac-
tions against Russia, Obama said the U.S.
and Europe were not entering into a So-
viet-era standoff with Russia.

“It’s not a new Cold War,” he said in re-
sponse to a reporter’s question.

German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter
Steinmeier pressed for a diplomatic effort

to calm the situation in Ukraine, saying
Wednesday that “sanctions alone are not a
policy, so we must continue to seek oppor-
tunities to defuse the conflict politically.”

A meeting planned in Minsk this week
between the contact group and represen-
tatives from eastern Ukraine “must agree
steps on the road to a cease-fire,” Stein-
meier said in a statement.

He renewed a call on all sides to allow
unrestricted access to the Malaysia Air-
lines crash site. “It is intolerable that, two
weeks after the crash, it is still not possible
to bury with dignity the dead who remain
at the crash site,” he said.

Australia’s Prime Minister Tony Abbott
said Wednesday he was focused on the Ma-
laysia Airlines disaster and was not con-
sidering ratcheting up sanctions against
Russia.

“I'm not saying that we might not at some
point in the future move further. But at
the moment, our focus is not on sanctions;
our focus is on bringing home our dead as
quickly as we humanly can,” Abbott told
reporters.

UKkraine claims rebels have mmed area near crash site

By DmiTry LOVETSKY
The Associated Press

DONETSK, Ukraine — International
observers turned back Wednesday after
making another attempt to reach the site
where Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 went
down in eastern Ukraine, and a govern-
ment official said the area near the zone
had been mined by pro-Russia separatists
who control it.

Observers from the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe set out in
two vehicles — without frustrated crash in-
vestigators from the Netherlands who have
been trying to reach the site for four days.

The OSCE observers headed back to
the city of Donetsk after discussions with
rebels on the city’s outskirts not long after
starting what would have been a two-hour
journey to the site.

That means that almost two weeks after
the July 17 disaster, safety concerns and
hindrance from the separatists who con-
trol the area are still obstructing access
to the site. Foreign governments whose
citizens died have complained the site is
still not secured and some human remains
have not been recovered. International ob-
servers say wreckage has been cut, moved
or otherwise tampered with.

Government security spokesman An-

DmiTrY LoveTsky/AP

Alexander Hug, center, deputy head of the (o] ization for d Ce
in Europe mission to Ukraine, and colleagues discuss the situation around the site of
the crashed Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 in Donetsk, eastern Ukraine, on Wednesday.

driy Lysenko added to those concerns
Wednesday by saying separatists “have
mined the approaches to this area. This
makes the work of the international ex-

perts impossible.”

Lysenko was asked at a briefing about
concerns that Ukrainian efforts to win
back territory were increasing fighting in

the area and slowing access. He said that
Ukrainian troops weren’t conducting op-
erations against separatists near the site,
but were trying to cut off their supply lines
to force them to leave the area.

OSCE observers did not immediately tell
journalists accompanying them what spe-
cific issue made them turn back.

The U.S. and Ukrainian governments
say the Boeing 777 was shot down by a
missile fired from areas controlled by pro-
Russia separatists who have been fighting
the Ukrainian government. The separat-
ists deny shooting down the plane. Russia
denies providing the Buk missile launcher
and says the Ukrainian military may have
shot the plane down.

Elsewhere, Ukrainian forces took con-
trol of the town of Avdeevka, just to the
north of the rebel stronghold of Donetsk.
The town is near the airport, which has
been fought over for weeks by rebels and
government forces. Local officials said
fighting over the past 24 hours killed 19
people in the region.

Ukrainian forces continue to encircle
Horlivka, another key town northeast of
Donetsk. The city of Donetsk is one of the
main strongholds for the insurrection in
the east, and taking Horlivka would open
the way to move against Donetsk, the
Ukrainian military has said.
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Israeli attacks hit shoppmg area, UN school

Dozens killed, wounded in
latest escalation of fighting

By KariN LauB AND PETER ENav
The Associated Press

JEBALIYA REFUGEE CAMP, Gaza
Strip — An Israeli airstrike hit a crowded
Gaza shopping area on Wednesday, killing
at least 16 people and wounding more than
150, hours after Israeli tank shells slammed
into a U.N. school sheltering displaced Pal-
estinians, killing 15 people, Gaza health of-
ficials said.

The latest deadly strikes came on the
heels of an escalation in the embattled coast-
al territory, with Israel and Gaza’s Hamas
rulers stepping up attacks after more than
three weeks of fighting that has killed more
than 1,300 Palestinians and more than 50
Israelis.

Gaza Health Ministry official Ashraf al-
Kidra and witnesses said the shopping area
‘was busy because residents, and many who
had taken shelter in the area from fight-
ing elsewhere, thought a cease-fire was in
place. The Palestinian Red Crescent con-
firmed the death toll.

The Israeli military had no immediate
comment on the strike on the shopping area
and said it was investigating the report.

Israel had earlier announced a “humani-
tarian window” in certain parts of the ter-
ritory. It said it would not halt fire in other
areas, including in Shijaiyah, where the
strike took place. Hamas dismissed the
cease-fire, and Gaza militants fired 27
rockets at Israel after it began.

Eyewitnesses said an airstrike hit a ware-
house on the edge of Shijaiyah, causing a fire
and sending a large cloud of black smoke bil-

Kuaui Hamra/AP

Palestinians injured in an Israeli strike in the Shijaiyah neighborhood wait to receive
treatment at the emergency room of Shifa Hospital in Gaza City on Wednesday.

lowing into the sky. Firefighters and medi-
cal vehicles arrived at the scene, according
to an Associated Press photographer.

The second airstrike struck an area about
500 meters away, according to witnesses,
immediately killing at least 16 people,
among them local Palestinian photographer
Rami Rayan, who was wearing a press vest
at the time.

“People were in the street and in the mar-
ket, mostly women and kids,” said Salim
Qadoum, 26, who witnessed the strike.
“Suddenly more than 10 shells landed in the

area, the market, in the Turkman area, and
next to the gas station.

“The area now is like a blood bath; ev-
eryone is wounded or killed. People lost
their limbs and were screaming for help.
It’s a massacre. I vomited when I saw what
happened.”

Israeli airstrikes and shelling killed more
than 108 Palestinians across the coastal ter-
ritory throughout the day Wednesday.

The military had declared a four-hour
humanitarian cease-fire in parts of Gaza
beginning at 3 p.m. but Hamas spokesman

Sami Abu Zuhri said it lacked any “value”
becauseit excluded border areas from where
Hamas wanted to evacuate the wounded.
Gaza militants fired 84 rockets at Israel
on Wednesday, including more than 26 after
the cease-fire was announced, the military
said. Al-Kidra, the Gaza health official, said
seven Palestinians were killed by an Israeli
airstrike in the same
4. period.
The The Israeli mili-
tary said three of its

.are.a now soldiers were killed
is like a Wednesday when a
blood bath house Palestinian mil-

It's a itants had rigged with

explosives  collapsed
massacre.? after they identified
- an entrance to a tun-
Salim Qadoum |, 5 Gide More than
WItness ©0 5" qozen soldiers were
attack on a Gaza \younded  in heavy
shopping area fighting Wednesday, it

said.

The latest violence further dimmed hopes
of a sustainable truce in the fighting, now in
its fourth week.

On Wednesday tank shells hit the U.N.
school in the Jebaliya refugee camp before
dawn, said Adnan Abu Hasna, a spokes-
man for the U.N. Relief and Works Agency,
which is sheltering more than 200,000 peo-
ple displaced by the fighting at dozens of
'U.N. schools across the strip.

Assad Sabah said he and his five children
were huddling under desks in one of the
classrooms because of the constant sound
of tank fire throughout the night.

“We were scared to death,” he said. “After
4:30 a.m., tanks started firing more. Three
explosions shook the school.

“One classroom collapsed over the head
of the people who were inside,” he said.

Passengers rush to flush
after sniffer dog warning

By Rop McGUIRK
The Associated Press

CANBERRA, Australia — An
Australian airline apologized
on Wednesday for a warning a
flight attendant gave passengers
‘who might have been flying high
that there were drug-sniffer dogs
awaiting them at Sydney airport.

Many of the 210 passengers
aboard the Jetstar flight from
Gold Coast city on Sunday night
had attended the Splendour in the
Grass weekend music festival at
Byron Bay and were returning
home.

“We have been told there are
sniffer dogs and quarantine of-
ficers waiting in the domestic
terminal,” Sydney’s The Daily
Telegraph newspaper on Wednes-
day quoted the attendant as tell-
ing passengers via the Airbus
A320’s public address system.

“If you need to dispose of any-
thing you shouldn’t have, we sug-
gest you flush it now,” he added.

The newspaper said the warn-
ing prompted passengers to rush
for the toilets.

Jetstar spokesman Stephen
Moynihan confirmed the news-
paper report was accurate. He
said the public response to the an-
nouncement had been “mixed.”

The airline said it routinely
makes quarantine announce-

ments on such flights that cross
state borders.

“The crewmember’s words
were poorly chosen and are plain-
ly at odds with the professional
standards we’d expect from our
team,” Jetstar said in a statement.
“We apologize to customers of-
fended by the comments.”

Jetstar said it was “addressing
the matter with the cabin crew-
member involved,” but did not
detail any potential disciplinary
action.

One passenger told the newspa-
per several passengers suddenly
made for the toilets with “things
clenched in their hands.”

“Why would you tip people off
about this?” the passenger, who
was not named, asked. “If they
have got something illegal, let
them get caught.”

But the response on Jetstar’s
Facebook page was largely
positive.

“What a good Samaritan, Jet-
star Australia this guy deserves
a promotion,” Rohit Dwivedi
posted.

“Of course you should warn
your passengers to help avoid
them being humiliated, locked in
a cage or fined,” Jebediah Cole

posted.
Australian  Federal Police
declined on Wednesday to
comment.

Deadly dare

GUIDO SCHULMANN, DPA/AP

Firefighters try to set up a mechanical digger on a field Tuesday near Isselburg, western Germany,
where authorities say a man was killed and five others were injured when the dlgger tipped over and hit

them during a so-called Cold Water Challenge, a dare that has been

said Wednesday that 11 members of a bowling club in Isselburg had ﬁlled the dlgger 'S shtwel with 528

gallons of water, which was to be poured over them. As the shovel was lifted, the

gger tipped over and

the shovel hit six of the men. In the U.S., several people have been injured participating in Cold Water
Challenges, which typically involve dares such as jumping into cold water.



Pace 16 SEIRRER R

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Thursday, July 31,2014

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

’Suspicious’ fire
damages vintage cars
F MIAMI — At least 25
vehicles were damaged
when a warehouse that houses
vintage cars went up in flames.

The fire broke out July 24 at
Ted Vernon Specialty Autos in
Miami.

The Miami Herald reported
that owner Ted Vernon was in
North Carolina to film his car-
themed television show, “South
Beach Classics,” when the fire
broke out. He said many of the
cars that were damaged or de-
stroyed were valued at more than
$100,000 and the total damage is
in excess of $1 million.

Firefighters said the fire ap-
peared suspicious but they haven’t
released the cause.

The Vernons are famous for
their unique cars, which they buy,
sell and trade. Their customers
include South Florida celebrities.

The Herald reported the ware-
house typically holds about 300
cars.

Restoration finds some
of Jefferson’s Rotunda
v CHARLOTTESVILLE

— It didn’t look like
much, just a crumpled scrap of
metal that had been tossed aside,
forgotten in a pile of old rubble.
But a conservator at the Univer-
sity of Virginia was pretty sure
they had found something his-
torically significant: a shingle
from Thomas Jefferson’s iconic
Rotunda.

The original building, which
symbolizes Jefferson’s vision for
the university, was destroyed in a
fire more than a century ago. But
in the midst of a $50 million res-
toration, workers unexpectedly
found scraps that offer clues to
the school’s storied past.

When the restoration is com-
plete, they hope the Rotunda will
no longer be seen as a symbol or
a historic site so much as the busy
heart of the school, as Jefferson
had intended.

“It’s the centerpiece of Mr. Jef-
ferson’s university. He built the
whole school around that,” said
John Stout, an alumnus who met
his wife at the University of Vir-
ginia in the mid-1980s.

Driver injures woman
during Zombie Walk
c SAN DIEGO — A driv-
er struck and seriously
injured a woman while fleeing
from angry members of the an-
nual Zombie Walk held during
Comic-Con, police said.

The 48-year-old driver and
his family, who are all deaf, had
waited for several minutes at a
downtown intersection Saturday
as a large crowd taking part in
the walk, including some in zom-
bie makeup, went by around 5:30
p.m., Officer David Stafford said.

When small children in the car
became frightened of the crowd,
the driver rolled slowly forward
to get through, Stafford said.

Some crowd members be-
came angry, surrounded the car,
pounded on it, climbed on it and

hed the windshield, he said.

THE CENSUS

25.01

The odometer reading, in miles, of NASA's Mars rover Opportunity, breaking the record
for off-Earth distance traveled. NASA officials said Monday that Opportunity drove 157
feet over the weekend, which was enough to surpass the record held by the Soviet Union’s
Lunokhod 2 rover.

Joe Ber, FLoria Kevs News Bureau/AP

Wounded vet still protecting his country

Retired Army Sgt. 1st Class Billy Costello, center, who lost his right leg while stationed in Afghanistan, dives with the use of a prosthesis
to help transplant coral in the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary off Big Pine Key. Costello is one of a dozen wounded veterans in the
Keys transplanting coral on a special section of the reef that has been set aside as a remembrance area for fallen U.S. service personnel.

woman, who fell under the car.

Some witnesses chased the
car for several blocks until the
driver spotted a police officer and
stopped. The driver was not ar-
rested but the investigation con-
tinued, Stafford said.

No ticket for Shrek over
loud musical, chief says
N PORTSMOUTH — A
musical being per-
formed in a New Hampshire park
has drawn some noise complaints,
but the deputy police chief says
he’s “not giving Shrek a ticket.”

“Shrek the Musical” is enjoy-
ing a summer run in this seacoast
city, but some neighbors want the
volume turned down.

City police and City Councilor
Esther Kennedy say they’ve been
getting complaints about noise
from the shows. But Deputy Po-
lice Chief Corey MacDonald told
the Portsmouth Herald and its
Online website he has

The driver then sped up to flee
and sideswiped a 64-year-old

no plans to ticket the green ogre.
Kennedy said she’d like to out-

fit police officers with decibel
meters so they can get an objec-
tive reading of how loud sounds
are. MacDonald said police are
waiting for more direction from
the community before engaging
in any crackdown.

Denali plans temporary
ban on pet goats
A FAIRBANKS — Plans
are in the works to tem-

porarily ban certain pets from
Denali National Park and Pre-
serve after a local resident was
cited for hiking on park trails
with his pet goat this summer.

Park  Superintendent Don
Striker said domestic goats pose
a significant risk to Denali’s Dall
sheep population. He said he is
planning to implement a tempo-
rary closure barring access to pet
goats, and to bring the issue up
at an official hearing, likely next

ear.

He told the Fairbanks Daily
News-Miner temporary closures
can last anywhere from 30 days

to a couple of years.

Corey Furrow, the Anderson
resident cited for hiking with his
pet goat, said he understands the
park’s need to protect Dall sheep.
But he said his animal was on a
leash.

Urination on Modell’s
grave brings charges
M BALTIMORE — Bal-
timore County au-
thorities said they will charge a
man with disorderly conduct in a
cemetery for allegedly urinating
on the gravesite of former Balti-
more Ravens owner Art Modell.

The man, who has been identi-
fied only as a Cleveland Browns
fan, could face up to two years in
jail and a $500 fine. He posted a
video of the incident to YouTube
this month.

Modell and his wife, Patricia,
are buried at Druid Ridge Cem-
etery in Baltimore.

Baltimore County State’s At-
torney Scott Shellenberger said
he hopes the case will be a deter-

rent. He said the man will not be
identified until charges are filed
and served.

The Ravens and David Modell,
Art Modell’s son, did not imme-
diately respond to a request for
comment.

lowa toddler treated
after fall from window

I DES MOINES — A Des

Moines toddler is lucky to
be alive after falling from a sec-
ond-story window.

Des Moines television station
KCCI reported that rescue crews
were called to a house after the
1-year-old girl fell Friday after-
noon. Police said the fall appears
to be an accident. A witness said
the girl landed on her back and
was responsive, moving and cry-
ing as she was taken away in an
ambulance.

No other details, including the
girl’s identity and condition, have
been released.

From wire reports
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Is the dynasty coming to an end?

Show’s audience ebbs even as controversy.over patria

By Scorr CoLLINS
Los Angeles Times

ate last year, the Robertson
family of the cable TV smash
“Duck Dynasty” waded into a
treacherous swamp.

Outrage exploded after Phil Robert-
son, the show’s long-bearded patriarch,
called homosexuality a sin and denied
seeing black people mistreated in the
pre-civil rights Deep South. A&E, the
family’s network home, swiftly sus-
pended Phil; the Louisiana family that
built its fortune on duck-hunting calls
shot back that they wouldn’t continue
the show without him. As fans and con-
servative commentators gathered on
Twitter to #StandWithPhil, the future
of the No. 1 reality TV show in cable
history looked in doubt.

Seven months later, all that drama
seems as distant as a long-ago hunting
trip. A&E rescinded Phil’s suspension
after just nine days. “Duck Dynasty” is
still a hit, albeit one with ratings about
one-third the size of their peak of nearly
12 million viewers last year, according
to Nielsen.

A&E continues its lucrative mer-
chandising partnership with the Rob-
ertsons, piling up licensed products
including beef jerky and hand warmers

Teacdpreries 13

“Duck Dynasty” stars The Robertson family. The reality show, which has seen a declme in rahngs in the last year, currenﬂy airs on AFN-Prime. “It’s a strong,
strong franchise and will continue for a number of years,” said David McKillop, of ASE

h’s comments fades

'

We are continuously blown away at the overwhelming
response from our fans, and as long as they continue to enjoy
the show and its message, we'll bring them more to watch. 7

Willie Robertson

CEO of Duck Commander and star of “Duck Dynasty”

at Wal-Marts and other stores across
the nation. The tie-ins were estimated
by Forbes to be worth $400 million last
year alone, although one industry ana-
lyst says the business has likely tapered
since then. (A network spokesman said
it would not comment on financials).

The media controversy has washed
away like mud on waders.

“It’s a strong, strong franchise and
will continue for a number of years,”
said David McKillop, executive vice
president and general manager of A&E
Networks, in an interview.

As for the dust-up last December, he
added: “I don’t think there’s any defini-
tive proof that the controversy itself had
an impact on the ratings. These things
tend to burn very, very bright and then
begin to settle into a plateau.”

The strange saga of “Duck Dynasty”
illustrates how in today’s over-saturat-
ed media market, reality TV — much

like Internet outrage — is a highly per-
ishable commodity.

“These kinds of ‘reality’ shows based
on unique or unusual people usually
don’t have great staying power,” said
Jeffrey McCall, a media studies pro-
fessor at DePauw University. “Once
viewers have seen the personalities and
their lifestyles, the audiences tend to
move along ... ‘Duck Dynasty’ has al-
ready beaten the odds by getting into
Season 6.”

The season finale is scheduled to air
in the U.S. on Aug. 13. A&E says that
Season 7 is already in the can and, ac-
cording to McKillop, the network is
“absolutely” mulling possible spinoffs.

The Robertson family — despite
whatever tension might have existed
with A&E after the suspension —seems
on board. “We are continuously blown
away at the overwhelming response
from our fans, and as long as they con-

tinue to enjoy the show and its message,
we’ll bring them more to watch,” Willie
Robertson, Phil’s 42-year-old son and
the chief of its Duck Commander busi-
ness, wrote in a statement provided to
the Los Angeles Times.

By any yardstick, “Duck Dynasty”
has enjoyed extraordinary success. It
is part of a wave of reality series, such
as “Here Comes Honey Boo Boo” and
“Breaking Amish,” that look at odd sub-
cultures across the U.S., giving viewers
a peek at lifestyles previously seldom
seen in the mainstream media.

The Robertson clan is led by 68-year-
old Phil, a former collegiate star quar-
terback in the 1960s and self-described
redneck from Louisiana who famously
turned down an NFL contract because
of concern it would interfere with his
time for hunting. Willie Robertson runs
the duck call business that his father
started.

The March 2012 premiere logged a
modest 1.8 million total viewers, but
the series built a sizable audience. By
early 2013 it was regularly drawing
more than 8 million viewers. Then the
Season 4 premiere a year ago smashed
cable records by delivering an astound-
ing 11.8 million. Ratings began sliding
and for the season finale, “Duck Dy-
nasty” was back down to 8.9 million.
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(rabriel Iglesias says the material in his comedy flick is audience approved

By Rick BENTLEY
The Fresno Bee

abriel “Fluffy” Iglesias

was 11 when he saw

he 1987 comedy film

“Eddie Murphy Raw”

and was introduced to the world
of stand-up comedy.

“I remember renting and rent-

ing the VHS tape. Eddie had me
in tears; I was laughing so hard. It
was then I started thinking about
doing voices and characters,”
Iglesias says.

That’s why it means a lot for
San Diego-native Iglesias to put
out his own film.

Just like “Eddie Murphy Raw,”
his “The Fluffy Movie” is a full-

blown comedy concert. It was
filmed in San Jose, Calif., over
two nights during his sold-out
“Unity Through Laughter” tour
that took Iglesias to 23 countries
and more than 400 cities.

Iglesias made no changes to his
regular material for the movie. “T
‘wasn’t going to change something
that had been working for the

last year,” Iglesias says. “There’s
certain material that played bet-
ter and cuts were made when the
film was edited, but overall it was
my regular show.”

The film runs 97 minutes.
Those who have seen Iglesias
perform know his stand-up can
run from one to two hours.

Iglesias doesn’t write down ma-

terial. He prefers to go on stage
and let the comedy flow freely.
He guarantees all of the material
in “The Fluffy Movie” has passed
audience testing.

“It’s all me in every show,”
Iglesias says. “I will talk about
anything and everything, even
how my parents met and how I
came to be.”
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Small cars fare poorly in crash tests

By DEg-ANN DURBIN
The Associated Press

DETROIT — The four-door
Mini Cooper Countryman was
the only one of 12 cars to earn a
top rating of “good” in new fron-
tal crash tests.

The Nissan Leaf, Nissan Juke,
Fiat S00L and MazdaS wagon
all fared worst in the tests per-
formed by the Insurance Institute
for Highway Safety, an Arlington,
Va.-based safety group that’s
funded by insurers.

The Chevrolet Volt, Ford C-
Max, Mitsubishi Lancer, Scion
FR-S and Subaru BRZ all got the
second-highest rating of “accept-
able.” The Hyundai Veloster and
Scion xB were a notch below that,
with “marginal” ratings.

The small overlap front crash
test, introduced in 2012, repli-
cates what happens when 25 per-
cent of a car’s front end strikes a
rigid object at 40 miles per hour.
It’s a difficult test because a small
area of the car’s front end must
absorb and manage the energy

In a statement, Mazda pointed
out that the MazdaS has earned
“good” ratings on other IIHS
tests, including a front moderate
overlap test and a roof strength
test. It earned a “marginal” rat-
ing in a side-impact crash test
performed by the institute.

“We take these results serious-
ly, and are studying the results of
these IIHS tests as we consider
the design of future vehicles,” the

the worst in frontal crashes in tests
Institute for Highway Safety.

from a severe, high-speed crash.
To earn a “good” rating, a car
must keep the cabin around the
occupants largely intact and pro-
tect them with a combination of
seat belts and air bags, the in-
stitute said. When a car’s cabin
collapses, as it did in the crash
tests of the Juke, Leaf, SOOL and
Mazdas, it can move the seats
and air bags out of place, increas-

THURSDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Insurance INSTITUTE For HiGHwaY SareTv/AP

The 2014 Mazda5 wagon was one of four small cars that performed

performed by the Insurance

ing the risk of injuries.

The institute said 19 of the 32
small cars it has now tested have
earned “good” or “acceptable”
ratings on the small overlap test.
The institute said the MazdaS was
among the worst performers it
has tested. Its side air bags didn’t
deploy at all and its driver’s side
door unlatched, which shouldn’t
happen during a test.
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OPINION

Ryan’s liberal critics miss big picture

By Noan SmiTH
Bloomberg News

few days ago, Republican Rep.

Paul Ryan released a plan for

helping people out of poverty.

He unveiled the outlines in a talk
at the American Enterprise Institute, a
Washington-based think tank that seems
to have emerged as the intellectual cen-
ter of the so-called reform-conservatism
movement. The plan involves making large
block grants, called Opportunity Grants, to
states, and instructing them to implement
a raft of antipoverty programs. The most
innovative of the programs involves having
social workers directly help poor people
take concrete steps to improve their lives
in a number of dimensions.

As soon as the plan was released, a lot
of liberal-leaning writers began to criti-
cize it. Ezra Klein complained that the
poverty plan would conflict with Ryan’s
own deficit-cutting proposals. Paul Krug-
man dismissed the plan outright, saying
anything that comes from Ryan can’t be
trusted. Emily Badger wrote that Ryan’s
punitive, deadline-based approach to per-
sonal assistance is inconsistent with what
we know about how poor people make deci-
sions. Annie Lowrey called the plan too pa-
ternalistic, labeling it “condescending and
wrongheaded.” And Jamelle Bouie wrote
that what the poor really need is not a “life
coach,” but more money.

This is just a small sampling of the nega-
tive responses from writers on the left.
Only a very few struck a positive note, such
as Matt O’Brien, who pointed out some el-
ements of Ryan’s plan that should please
liberals.

These reactions are understandable

Ryan’s plan represents

a sea change in the way
Republicans see the role
of government.

sponsibility and good behavior is still there,
but now it is treated as a means to an end,
and the end is better material well-being.
Second, and even more importantly, Ry-
an’s plan represents a sea change in the way
Republicans see the role of government. In
his first inaugural address, Ronald Reagan

— Ryan has made a name for himself as
an idea man, but this usually entails re-
leasing plans that look bold but won’t work.
And many of the criticisms liberals make
represent real shortcomings of the plan
— for example, it’s clear that overall fund-
ing for poverty reduction would have to be
increased substantially if it was to work.

But liberals are being much too quick
to bash Ryan here. Ryan’s plan, which is
being hailed by conservatives and Repub-
licans, potentially represents a huge tec-
tonic shift in the conservative movement’s
— and the Republican Party’s — approach
to the problem of poverty.

First, there’s the recognition that mate-
rial poverty is important. Until recently,
when confronted with the issue of poverty,
conservatives often tended to sniff that
the American poor were much richer than
people in other countries, that relative
poverty was just a product of envy, or that
what the poor really needed was spiritual,
not material, improvement.

Ryan’s plan reflects a different attitude.
It recognizes that chronic unemployment
and underemployment are personally de-
structive and a drag on the economy. It
expands the Earned Income Tax Credit,
which is a way of writing poor people a
check. It focuses on getting poor people
better jobs, higher incomes, even some ad-
ditional education. The idea of personal re-

declared, “In this present crisis,
government is not the solution to our prob-
lem; government is the problem.” Over the
next 2% decades, Republicans and conser-
vatives tended to drop the “in this present
crisis” part. They’'ve treated government
as an obstacle to human welfare always
and everywhere, instead of a tool that can
sometimes be used to improve things.

Ryan’s plan is the first glimmer of a big
awakening on the right — the realization
that the crisis we now face isn’t the same
as the one we faced in 1981. Perhaps a
decade-and-a-half of falling real incomes
and falling mobility has finally cracked the
hard shell of triumphal post-Reaganism. If
so, the fear that the conservative movement
would degenerate forever into obstruction-
ist self-parody — that the tea party is the
future — has proven unfounded.

Think about it: In 2014, the Republican
Party’s main idea man — who just two
years ago ran for vice president on the
same ticket as a man who called the poorer
half of America “takers” — is now propos-
ing to use a government bureaucracy to
send social workers to help poor people
make more money, while simultaneously
mailing them government checks. Thatis a
big, big deal. Compared with that epochal
shift, the particulars of Ryan’s plan hardly
matter.

Noah Smith is an assistant professor of finance at
Stony Brook University and a freelance writer for
anumber of finance and business publications.

With Ukraine,

By LEoN ARON
he downing of 1 Airlines

Putin’s courting home crowd

But Putin may soon learn that the pro-
pagandlsuc hystena he has fanned has a

Flight 17 has finally spurred the

United States and Europe to agree

on imposing additional sanctions
on Russia. But Vladimir Putin’s tactics in
Ukraine are likely to be far more influ-
enced by his domestic political calculus
than by international pressure. In fact,
given how important winning — or at least
not losing — the proxy war in Ukraine has
become to the popularity and legitimacy
of the Putin government, the sanctions are
unlikely to have much effect in the short
run. Instead, it seems probable they will
lead to an even greater resolve on Putin’s
part to support the separatists in Ukraine.

The war in Ukraine has been good for
Putin domestically. As recently as late
2013, after 14 years in power as either
president or prime minister, Putin was in
trouble. His popularity and the public’s
trust in him were at an all-time low. Most
troubling for the Kremlin, at least half of
Russians did not want him to be re-elected
president in 2018. But today, despite eco-
nomic stagnation that could easily lead to
recession, Putin’s popularity is again sky
high and he seems to be forging the foun-
dations for a lifetime presidency (with or
without “elections”).

Rallied by a massive state propaganda
machine that has celebrated the annexa-
tion of Crimea and cheered on the cur-
rent, Russian-stoked conflict in southeast
Ukraine, Russians seem to be swept up
in the euphoria of “saving” their ethnic
brethren from the “Nazi junta” in Kiev.
At the same time, they have been instilled
with a propaganda-induced paranoia about
alleged “NATO plots,” and believe Putin is
the man most able to defend the mother-
land from them.

who have embraced
the idea that their country is on the side of
right in the conflict won’t want to see Putin
retreat, physically or rhetorically. Putin
knows only too well the history of another
strongman, the late Serbian President Slo-
bodan Milosevic, who similarly rode high
on the nationalistic sentiments he fanned
and then found that his people turned on
him after NATO forced him to abandon his
foray into Bosnia and Croatia on behalf of
ethnic Serbs. Putin is convinced that a re-
treat — or worse yet, a defeat — in Ukraine
is not an option.

In an attempt to thwart what looks like
a successful Ukrainian ground offensive
to recover sovereignty over the country’s
industrial heartland, Russia has, in ef-
fect, imposed a no-fly zone over southeast
Ukraine. Just since mid-July, separatists
have brought down at least four Ukrainian
planes — three fighter jets and a military
cargo plane — in addition to the Malaysia
airliner. There are indications that Russia
has escalated the movement of men and
heavy equipment across the border.

If, despite these efforts, the separatists
continue to lose ground, Putin has two op-
tions, which are not mutually exclusive. He
might declare Ukraine to be in the throes
of a “fratricidal civil war,” using that claim
to justify direct military intervention by
Russia to protect “innocent civilians.” In
that case, Putin would probably invoke the
“Libya precedent,” insisting that Russia is
only acting the way the West did in Libya
in 2011.

This option, however, is not without
risks. The Ukrainian army might well put
up a fight and, if Russian casualties begin
to multiply, Putin’s domestic support could

erode quickly. Nearly half of Russians, ac-
cording to polling, do not want Russia to
invade Ukraine.

Putin’s other choice is, while continuing
to rattle sabers, to call for an immediate
cease-fire followed by “direct negotia-
tions” between Kiev and Russia’s proxies
in southeast Ukraine. In such an event,
the West would probably put pressure on
Ukraine to stop its offensive and enter into
the talks. Even though European and U.S.
leaders have agreed to impose tougher
sanctions, Western countries would like to
keep Russian cash, oil and gas flowing —
not to mention avert the first war between
two major European nations since the end
of World War IT.

Needless to say, by enabling the sepa-
ratists to stay in control of the territories
they hold today, a Russia-engineered truce
would allow Putin a victory at home as
well as abroad. He would have stopped the
Ukrainian offensive without committing
regular troops. Moreover, if the truce and
negotiations were to drag on, Ukraine’s
economic situation would weaken, un-
dermining support for Ukraine’s activist,
pro-Western President Petro Poroshenko,
whose government might then be replaced
with one that was more pro-Russia. In any
case, a truce could be quickly broken by
the “rebels” on orders from Moscow, just
as the most recent unilateral Ukrainian
cease-fire was at the beginning of July.

Despite Monday’s sanction announce-
ment, Russia’s strategy in Ukraine will
continue to be shaped by the domestic
political needs of the Putin government.
Which means a long and bloody stalemate.

Leon Aron is resident scholar and director of
Russian studies at the American Enterprise
Institute. This column first appeared in the Los
Angeles Times.



Thursday, July 31, 2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

SEIRRER RN Pace 21

OPINION

Palin could change the media, but she won't

By ALyssa ROSENBERG
The Washington Post

'do not care very much about former

Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin’s waning

influence on American political life.

But I confess an ongoing fascination
with Palin as a media phenomenon. As she
vacillates between the Fox News stints that
keep her political clout alive and the real-
ity television gigs that seem like a more
natural fit for her talents, I always wonder
whether this is the moment that she will
commit to a single path.

The debut of the Sarah Palin Channel,
a subscription-based multimedia site that
Palin and her team launched Monday, is a
disappointing combination of these mud-
dled ambitions. A bland combination of
relatively predictable red meat for her po-
litical base and relatively mundane home
videos, the Sarah Palin Channel suggests
that Palin still wants both reality television
money and Republican Party influence.

Some of the videos suggest one way
Palin might have a real and positive im-
pact on the media culture she so frequent-
ly decries: opening up the lives of families
raising children with disabilities. But the
overall effort suggests that she lacks the
focus to seize this opportunity for a more
limited, but more enduring impact.

In previous Palin family attempts to
make it in reality television, Bristol Palin
brought Lifetime producers into her life as
a single mother and hit the “Dancing With
the Stars” stage. Todd Palin participated in
a military-themed competition show. Palin
herself showed off the Alaskan wilderness,
even if that sometimes meant she got stuck
on a tough stretch of Mount McKinley.

In comparison with those efforts, there
is a crabbed and scattered quality to the
early videos on the Sarah Palin Channel.
Palin stands in a hotel room before giving

a speech in Denver, showing the camera
the binder that holds her speech, though
not the process of putting it together. As
Time critic James Poniewozik notes, she
promises to show us her kitchen garden
while shredding grocery store lettuce,
but somehow, she never quite gets there.
For almost seven minutes, we watch Palin
hang out with her son Trig, who has Down
syndrome.

It is only this last clip that gives us any
of the sort of media innovation that Palin
promises. “Glee” and “American Horror
Story” creator Ryan Murphy has created
several roles for actors with Down syn-
drome in recent years, but people with the
condition are almost entirely absent from
other popular media. Stories about people
on the autism spectrum have become more
prevalent, but even there, it is a rare show
like “Parenthood” that acknowledges that
an autism spectrum diagnosis brings gen-
uine challenges instead of simply confer-
ring genius-level intelligence.

Watching Palin read to and play with
Trig is a genuinely affecting display of
emotion and patience. And when Palin
discusses the teachers and therapists who
work with children like Trig, helping him
learn to speak and eat solid food, her con-
cern and hopes for him are both modest
and clear. If Palin were going to embark
on a focused media career, this is a place
where she could tell stories that are often
excluded from mass culture and where
she could make a genuinely significant
difference.

But the whole point of the Sarah Palin
Channel is that she is not, that Sarah Palin
contains multitudes, that Sarah Palin wants
to preserve all of her options, however lit-
tle interest she appears to have in pursuing
some of them. And particularly when Palin
is trying to be politically provocative, the
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results feel awfully threadbare and mean-
spirited in a way her videos with and about
Trig are not.

In an “Image of the Day,” the site offers
up a photo of children with guns, splashed
with text that asks “Hey Barack, When
are you gonna Tell the Middle East to Stop
Clinging to Their Guns & Religion?” In
talking about immigration, we hear Palin
argue that “It’s kind of the battered wife
saying ‘No mas’” in explaining that the
current border crisis has pushed her to sup-
port an effort to impeach the president.

This has always been the great contra-
diction of Palin’s career. When she ar-
rived on the national stage, Palin’s family
members and her fluidity in talking about
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them were a significant part of her early
appeal. But Palin also got plenty of clear
signals that there were rewards to be had
in playing to ugly, inflammatory political
narratives, and she did not stint in pursu-
ing them.

The Sarah Palin Channel displays both
this strength and this weakness. The lat-
ter aspect of her personality might be what
brings in subscribers willing to pay $9.95 a
month to feel as though they are tweaking
the mainstream media. But it is in the for-
mer part of herself that Palin might have
been able to make a real difference, if only
she had chosen to do so.

Alyssa Rosenberg blogs about pop culture for The
Washington Post’s Opinions section.

Workers sick of lack of paid leave when feeling ill

By CATHERINE RAMPELL

NEW YORK
omething strange hap-
pened here this week:
Lots of workers who've
never done so before got

the right to call in sick. And that’s
a good thing.

The Big Apple, you see, is join-
ing a handful of other trailblazing
cities such as Washington, San
Francisco and Newark, N.J., in
guaranteeing workers what Con-
gress has not: mandatory sick
days. Wednesday was the first
day that the newly covered work-
ers could use the sick leave hours
they have legally accrued.

The amount of sick leave New
York workers can accumulate
under the law is modest: one
hour of leave for every 30 hours
worked, up to a maximum of 40
leave hours a year. That’s about
five working days. If their boss
has fewer than five employees,
the time can remain unpaid.
Still, this is a very big deal, for
both low-wage workers and their
white-collar brethren like me
— that is, professionals who have
probably taken paid sick time for
granted for most of our careers.

Maybe we don’t show much
interest in the lives of the work-
ing poor, but we do presumably
care about our immune systems.
And thanks to this new law, we
can finally rest assured that the

Fast-food workers from across the U.S. attend a i
I., on Saturday. They say they can’t provide for their families
benefits.

Tammy WeBBER/AP

the many horrifying anecdotes
collected about waiters, cooks,
busboys and other food handlers
coming in with norovirus, hepa-
titis A, pinkeye and other conta-
gious illnesses, and you’ll never
again want to eat a restaurant
meal without first dousing it in
Purell.

As you can imagine, most em-
ployees who arrive at work after
puking their guts out don’t do
so cheerily. They knowingly put
others’ health at risk for two key
reasons. One is that they can’t af-
ford to miss a shift. The other is
that they fear getting fired for the
great sin of missing work because
of illness. And in most of the coun-
try, businesses can fire workers
for missing work, regardless of
the reason.

, after all, don’t see

in Villa

on minimum wage and want paid sick days and other

baristas who serve us our morn-
ing lattes, the day care aides who
change our babies’ diapers, the
nurses who draw our blood at our
physicals, the eatery workers who
slather mayo on our turkey subs
and the custodians who invis-
ibly clean our office bathrooms
can all go home if they’re sick
— rather than sticking around
and sneezing and coughing all
over our food, bodies, kids and

workspaces.

This implicit guarantee doesn’t
exist in most of the country. Only
about a quarter of food workers
nationwide have paid sick leave,
according to an analysis by the
Institute for Women’s Policy Re-
search. So it’s perhaps not sur-
prising that multiple surveys
have found that more than half of
food services workers say they’ve
come to work sick. Read some of

much of the upside of providing
sick leave, since they don’t bear
the full costs imposed by mak-
ing workers perform their duties
while ill. Unlike with an E. coli
outbreak, for the most part cus-
tomers who contract the flu from
an ailing sandwich maker prob-
ably won’t be able to trace the bug

their less-compassionate or -scru-
pulous rivals.

It’s a collective-action problem.
That’s why federal legislation
— requiring sick leave and other
kinds of worker protections — is
crucial. Right now, of 22 devel-
oped countries, the United States
is the only one that doesn’t re-
quire paid sick days. Even more
egregiously, of the 185 countries
and territories tracked by the In-
ternational Labour Organization,
we are joined by only Papua New
Guinea in not requiring paid ma-
ternity leave.

True,some U.S. cities and states
have taken the lead in guarantee-
ing these and other leave policies,
at minimal cost to businesses.
Even so, plenty of other jurisdic-
tions have taken steps in the op-
posite direction. States such as
Wisconsin, Florida and North
Carolina, for example, have pre-
emptively banned local sick leave
mandates.

As with so many facets of our
economy, when it comes to time
off, we are partitioning into two
nations. There is the United
States where it's OK to be sick on

back to the establi where
they caught it.

As a result, many companies
see unilaterally offered sick
leave, especially paid sick leave,
as a cost that would put them at a
competitive di: against

and still hold on to your
job, and the United States where,
come hell or high water or food
poisoning, you're still expected in
tomorrow at 7 a.m. sharp.

Catherine Rampell is a member of
Post Writers Group.
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Aresco touts AAC power as playoff era begins

By Ravpa D. Russo
The Associated Press

NEWPORT, R.I. — Commis-
sioner Mike Aresco took to the
podium at media day for the
American Athletic Conference
and talked about power.

“We all hear a lot about Power
S conferences, the Equity S, the
High Resource 5, the Group of
S5, the Autonomy S5, whatever
you choose to call them, and we
consider ourselves a power con-
ference as well,” Aresco said
Tuesday. “We’re not going to take
a backseat to anyone. We see the
landscape as five plus one and
we’re knocking on the door. Our
goal is to be in the conversation
as the sixth power conference. I
believe by virtue of our perfor-
mance that we already are.”

Bold talk, indeed, from the man
in charge of the former Big East,
but this is definitely the time to
boast.

In the American’s first sea-
son, the re-invented league won
national championships in men’s
and women’s basketball (Con-
necticut) and had its football
champion (Central Florida) win a
BCS game.

The end of the Bowl Champion-
ship Series also meant the end of
automatic entry for the American
into the biggest and most-lucra-
tive bowl games.

In the new College Football
Playoff, the Big 12, Big Ten, At-
lantic Coast Conference, South-
eastern Conference and Pac-12
— aka the Big 5 or Power 5 —
have assured themselves spots in
the six high-profile New Year’s
bowls. The American has no such
guarantee.

Conceivably, an AAC team
could play its way into the semi-
finals. If not, the American gets
lumped in with the Mountain
West, Sun Belt, Mid-American
and Conference USA. Only the
best team, as chosen by the play-
off selection committee, from
those five conferences is guaran-
teed a spot in those six bowls.

The American, which adds East
Carolina, Tulane and Tulsa this
season, has a couple of teams that
seem well positioned to make a
run at that spot. UCF is replacing
star quarterback Blake Bortles,
but brings back much of the team
that went 12-1 and beat Baylor 52-
42 in the Fiesta Bowl.
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#1 think if you want to talk about playoffs,
then the people that talk better play

people.?

George O’Leary
Central Florida head coach

The Knights are picked second
in the American this year behind
Cincinnati, and play a loaded non-
conference schedule that includes
Penn State in Dublin, Ireland, at
Missouri and BYU.

Cincinnati (9-4 last season) has
16 starters back and former five-
star recruit Gunner Kiel likely
taking over at quarterback. The
Bearcats also play at Ohio State
and Miami.

“I think if you want to talk
about playoffs, then the people
that talk better play people,”
UCF coach George O’Leary said.
“Nonconference schedule needs
to indicate what’s going on. I don’t

buy the power stuff. We’re going
to give cost of attendance. We're
going to give the kids money to
eat. How much can you eat? Ev-
erythmg that they’re doing we’re
doi

Aresco said the American does
not fear the power-grab being
made by the wealthiest confer-
ences in the NCAA’s current at-
tempt to restructure. He said his
conference supports a plan to
allow the Big Ten, Big 12, ACC,
Pac-12 and SEC a certain level of
autonomy when it comes to mak-
ing NCAA rules.

“Although we would prefer to be
in the autonomy group, we should

PacificClassifieds@stripes.
KOREA

MarT York/AP

Central Florida players run onto the field after the Fiesta Bowl victory over Baylor on Jan. 1 in Glendale,
The Athletic were picked to finish second this season
behind Cincinnati by a panel of media members at the conference 's media day event on Tuesday.

not feel threatened by a certain
level of autonomy for those con-
ferences with significant resourc-
es who want to do more for their
student-athletes,” he said. “This
system would not be necessary if
those conferences did not worry
that lesser resource conferences
might frustrate their efforts to do
more for their student-athletes.
We, too, as a conference have re-
sources and visibility. We share
the same goals and eventually we
want to be in that same autono-
mous group in that same room.”

Aresco said as long as scholar-
ship limits and transfer rules are
still controlled by all FBS mem-
bers, the American has the abil-
ity to compete with the Big Five.

The American’s resources,
however, fall far short of what the
Big Five conferences have at their
disposal. Those leagues have bil-
lion dollar TV contracts that help
provide $20-plus million annual
payouts to members.

The American’s TV deal with

Cincinnati
media’s pick
to win AAC

The Associated Press

NEWPORT, R.I. — Cincin-
nati has been picked to win the
American Athletic Conference
football title this season, with
defending champion Central
Florida second.

The Bearcats went 9-4 last
season under coach Tommy
Tuberville and return 16
starters.

They received 17 of 30 first-
place votes from the media
panel and 311 points at the
AAC’s media day event on
Tuesday in Newport, R.I.

UCF, which went 12-1 and
beat Baylor in the Fiesta Bowl
last season, received seven
first-place votes and 296 points.
The Knights return 17 starters
but must replace quarterback
Blake Bortles.

Houston was picked third
with six first-place votes, fol-
lowed by conference newcom-
er East Carolina.

SMU was picked fifth, South
Florida sixth and Memphis
seventh.

Temple came in eighth.
UConn was tied for ninth with
Tulane, also in its first season
in the American.

Tulsa was picked last in its
first season in the conference.

ESPN is worth $126 million over
seven years.

Still, Aresco wants to make the
case the American is closer to the
ACC than the MWC as the playoff
era begins.

“We do not accept the notion
that we’re not a power conference
or this ‘have not’ tag that some
people use,” he said. “We have
resources. We have enormous
potential. Make no mistake. We’ll
remain an integral part of the
FBS college football fabric. We’ll
always have naysayers. We have
far fewer now than before. It's
our job now to prove them wrong
as we did last year, as UCF did in
the Fiesta Bowl, as we did in the
basketball championships with
UConn.”

Autos for Sale
- Korea

Ford, E350 Super Duty Conver-
son VAN, " 2008 $15000.00
Rocky Ridge Conversion VAN 7

Motorcycles - Korea 168

Locks Windows Mirrors Cap- | Harl Uttra Classic
RS ohare Ba rens ReB: | (FIRTCOR) 00 '$i180 Pars

e for_sale: 'Almost_ new 180/16
w rear and 130/17 !mnl |aD€d

-Davidson,

Jobs Offered 630

IM LOOKING for a part tim
porsonal assistant ago of 26-60,
which 'm_goin

e ! Take the fuss out of packing up for your next
Rl PCS—sell everything with Stripes free classifieds!

STARSK#STRIPES.

headsets, PS consol
Pmn%s LED DRL Third row seat
229, Can

kot ' sor thai
mount i yuur Ao Jusd, o
hway el of cguare Sty leann?w 100,00 or best offer. Gontact
LB Whodk, £15006 D88 ese
% Cantaci Scolt af 010-3342-0318 | cail “at - 010-2442.05 18
010-9024 8“2 00024 8002 | S e 016.2445.6310 010:2442:0519 * scoil_ottos@y
scott feties@yahoo com




Pace 24 SEIRLER R

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Thursday, July 31,2014

SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

X

myafn.net
Pro soccer
MLS
EASTERN
L T P GA
Sporting KC 11 5 9
.C. 1 5 0
Toronto FC 6 5
Columbus 7 7
w York 6 1
New En?\and 11 3
Philadelphia 8 5
Chicago 51 3
Houstor 11 0
Montreal 12 7
WESTERN CONFERENCE

L P F GA
ttle 5 5 7
Real Salt Lake 4 1 6
sAnge 4 9 6
Colorado 6 1 4
FC Dallas 7 4 1
Vancouver 4 1 1 9
Portland 6 5 5
Chivas USA 9 1 3
San Jose 8 0
Note: Three points for vctory. one

point for tie.
ednesday, July 23
san Jose 5, Chicago 1
Thursday’s game
Real Salt Lake 3 Munlreal 1
y's game
Colorado 3, Chlvas Usao

ay’
Sporting Kansas City 2, Toronto FC 1
Columbus 2, New England 1
lay’s ames

Vancouver 2, FC Dallas 3, tie
Portland 3, Montreal 2

Monday’s game
Los Angeles 3, Seattle FC 0

dnesday < games
Toronto FC at D.C.

Vancouver
New York at Real Salt Lake
NWSL

L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 14 1 4 46 40 15
FCKansasCity 11 5 4 37 34 26
Portland 8 7 6 30 37 33
icago 7 6 7 28 24 20
Washingto 8 8 4 28 31 39
Western New York 710 3 24 33 28
sky | i8I 9o
n sl 3 18 30
BOS 13 2 30 45

Wote: Three poins for victor, one
point for tie,
Wednesday, July 23
Washington 1 Portla d 1 tie

Boston 4, Weetarh New vork 2
urday, July 26

Chicago 0, Holéslon 0, tle

un:

lay,
£C Kansas City 2, Sky E\ue FC1
eattle FC 5, Po tland
esday’s ames
FC Kansas City at was ington

Seattle FC at Houston
Thursday’s gam
Western New York at Sky Blue Fe
Saturday’s g

Chicago at Wasnington
Seaitle FC at FC Kansas City
un,

Houston at Portian
Western New York at Boston

AP sportlig

1954 — Joe Adcock hits four hom-
ers and a double to give the Mllwaukee
Braves a 15-7 victory over Brookl

1963 — The Cleveland Indians %ecome
the first American League club to hit four
straight home runs and in an unlikely

pitcher Pedro Ramos follows with his
second homer of the game, Tito Franco-
na and Larry Brown'’s first major league
homer finish the string. Foytack is the
only major league pitcher to give p four
straight home r

2Bick Allen becomes the first
player Sinca 1990 10, It fwo nsite-the:
park homers in a game as the Chicago
White Sox beat Minnesota 8-1.

Jan Stephenson beats JoAnne
Carner and Patty Sheehan by one stroke
{6 win the Uss: Women's Open.

1990 — Nolan Ryan wins  his 300th
game, reaching the milestone in his sec-
ond try, as the Texas Rangers beat the
Miliagkee Brewers 11.3.

— Mike Aulby becomes the third
player in PBA history to win a tourna-
ment by rolling a 300 game in the title
Game. Aulby beats David Ozio 300-279 in
the Wichita Open.

994 — Sergei Bubka sets a world pole
vault record for the 3ath tme in his ca.
Teer at & meet in Sestriere, Italy. Bubka
soars 20 feet, 1 inch, adding a half-inch
to his old mark set in Tokyo in 1992.

Pro football

NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
Eas

=
-
45
k]
-3
T

F PA
Buffalo 000 .00 0 0
000 000 0 0
NewEngIand 000 .00 0 0
000 .000 0 0
South
000 ()
Indianapolis 0 0 0 0 0
Jacksonville 0 0 0 0 0
Tennessee 000 0o 0
North
Baltimore 000 0o 0
Cincinnati 000 0 0
Cleveland 000 0 0
Pittsburgh 000 0o 0
West
000 0 0
KansasCity 0 0 0 0 0
Oakland 000 0 0
San Diego 0 0 0 0o 0
NATIONAL CONFI
East
wLT PF PA
Dallas 000 0 0
N.Y. Giants 000 0 0
Philadelphia 0 0 0 0 0
Washington 0 0 0 0o 0
South
Atlanta 000 0o 0
Carolina 000 0 0
New Orleans 0 0 0 0 0
Tampa Bay 000 0o 0
North
Chicago 000 .00 0 0
Detroit 000 .00 0 0
Green Bay 000 .00 0 0
Minnesota 000 .000 0 0
West
Arizona 000 .00 0 0
SanFrancwscc 000 000 0 0
ttle 000 .00 0 0
st LOLIIS 0 00 .000 0 0
Sunday’s gam

e
N.Y. Giants vs. Buffalo at Canton

ur:
Indianapolis at N.. Jets
New England at Washington.
San Francisco at Baltimore
Cincinnati at Kansas City
Seattle at Denver
Dallas at San Diego
Friday, Aug. 8
Miami at Atlanta
Buffalo at Carolina
P Bay at Jacksonville
P eelmhia ot Chieago
Oakland at Minnesota
New Orleans at St. Louis
urday, Aug. 9
Cleveland at Datroft
pittsburgh at N.Y. Giants
Green Bay at Tennessee
Houston at Arizona

Fight schedule

At ittle Creek %, Resort, Shelton.
Thomas Williams Jr. vs. Gabriel
mpilio, 12, light heavyweights; Andre
BT VI Blocd. To tiper mid:
dleweights.

At Revel ResortAtiantic City, N1,
Sergey Kovalev vs. Blake Caparello, 12,
for Kovalev's WBO cruiserweight title;
Isaac Chilemba vs. Cory Cummings, 10,
cruiserweights,

At Cosmopolitan, Las Vegas, Brandon
Rios vs. Diego Gabriel Chaves, 12 weltel
Welghts; Jessie Vargas vs. Anton Novikov,
12, for Vargas' WBA World junior welter:
weight title.

American Bank Center, Corpus
chnstu Texas (FS1), Jerry Belmontes vs.
Abner Cotto, 10, junior lightweights.

u
At CONSOL Energy Center, Pittsburgh,
James Stevenson vs. Samual Vasquez, 12,
for the vacant USBA welterweight title.
At Churchill County Fairgrounds, Fal-
lon, Nev., Willie Nelson vs. Luis Grajeda,
10, junior mlddlevxel

ug.
ays Center, Brooklyn,

Danvel Tacaby e sarrod Fletoher 12, for
the vacant WBA World middieweight ti
tlei Lamont peterson vs. Edgar Santana,
for Peterson’s IBF junior welterweight
fe; Danny Garcia vs. Rod Salka, 12, for
Garcia's WBCVWBA uper World junior
welterweight title:
d5 Bethichem (Pa.), Vyacheslav
Glazkov vs. Derric Rossy, 10, heavy
weights: Vasily Lepikhin vs. Robert Ber-
ridge, 10, cruiserweights.

Al ICa. Peru, Nehnmar Cermeno vs.
carlos Zambrano, 12, for Cermeno’s in-
ferim WBA World junior featherweight

‘At Monterrey, Mexico, Katsunari
Takayama vs. Francisco Rodriguez, Jr.,
12, for Takayama's IBF-WBO minimum:
weight title
Aug. 15
At Chumash Resort Casino, Santa
nez, Calif, Rustam Nugaev vs. Denis
i, iohameghtas

ug.

Erfurt, Germany, Yoan Pable Her-
nandez vs. Firat Arslan, 12, for Hernan-
dez’s IBF cruiserweight title.

At StubHub Center, Carson, Calif.,
shawn Porter vs. Kell Brook, 2 for Por-

ter's IBF welterweight tit| i0 Bika vs.
Anthony Dirrell, 12, for Bika's WBC super
middleweight titié; Omar Figueroa vs.

Daniel eltta, 15; for Flglerosis WhG
lightweight title.

ennis

Bank of the West Classic

A U.S. Open Series event
uesday
At The Taube Family Tennis Center

anfor
Purse. snn 000 (Premier)
ard-Outdoor

Carol Zhao, Canada. def Yanina Wick-
mayer, Belgium, 6:2, 1.0
3 Puig, Puerto Rico, def. Carla
Suarez Navarro (1), Spai
Garbin uruiza, Spain, def. Domini-
ka Cibulkova (&), Slovakia,
Ana Ivanovic (5), Serbia, def. Sabine
Lisicki, Germany. 76
Williams, unned “states, def.
Paula Kania, Poland, &
Banmai Hanfuchous, Slovakia, def.
Paula Ormaechea, Argentina, 6-3, 6-4.
Doubles

Alla Kudryavtseva, Russia, and Anas-
tasia Rodionova (2), Australia, def. Mir-
jana Lucic-Baroni, Croatia, and Karolina
Pliskova, Czech Republic, 6-1, 6-0.

u
Varvara_Lepchenko, United States,
and Ajla Tomljanovic, Croatia, def. Ma
Dsaka, Japan, and Marina Shamayko,
Russia, 6-1, 6-0.

Caroline Garcia, France, and Shuai
Zhang, China, def. Kristie Ahn, United
states, and Carol Zhao, Canada, 3-6, 6-1,

Citi Open
AUS. Open senes event
At William H.¢
Purse: Men. 51.4 l"%“loll (WTSOD)y
lomen, $250,000 (1

ce: Hard-f Ontdoor
Singles
Men

Gerald Tennis Center

sam Querrey, United States, def. Mi-
chael Russell United States,

6 (4).
di Sela, Israel def Sam Groth Aus-

Du;
tralia, 7- 6( )

Victor Dominican R
publie, Gef. Tobias Kamie. ermany, &4,
4-6,7-6 (4).

Jack Sock, United Slales. def. Michael
Berrer, Germany

Benjamin Becker, Germany, def. Blaz
Kavcic, Slovema G -3, 7- 6( )

Denis_Istomin (15), Uzbekustan. def.

Bernard Tomic, Australia, 6-4, 7-6 (6).
evin Anderson (7), South'Africa, def.
Evgeny Donskoy, Russia, 6-3,
Tvo Karlovic (9), Croatia, def. Benoit

Paire, France, 7-6 (5), 6-7 (11), 7-6 (2).
Lukas Lacko, Slovakla. def. Yen-hsun

Lu (15) Taiwan, 6-1, 6

Lleyton Hewitt (14). Australia, def.
Radek Ste-

Marinko Matosevic, Australia, 6-4,
Danek (11), Czech Republic, 2 6, 7-6 (3),

Malek Jaziri, Tunisia, def.

Tim Smyczek, United States, def. Jer-
emy Chardy (12), \france, 7-6 (5), 36, 6-4.

Ekaterina_Makarova (z). Russia, def.
Magdalena Rybarikova, Slovakia, 6-1, 6-
1

Marina_Erakovic, New Zealand, def.
gmstyna Pliskova, Czech Republic, 4-6,

istina Mladenovic, France, def. Lu
cie Safarova (1), Czech Republic, 2-

‘Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova (5), Russia,
def. Virginia Razzano, France, 6-2, 6-2.
Bojana Jovanovski, Serbia, def. Oliv
Rog owska Austral\a, 67 (5), 7- 5,
Ch a McH: United Sta(es. def.
SlDanE Stephens (4)v United States, 6-4,

ia

Kirsten Flipkens, Germany, def. Heath-
er Watson, Britain, 6-3, 1-6, 7-6 ().
Lauren Davis, United States, def. Peng
shuai, China, 1-6, 6-4, 6-2.
Doubles

en
t Round
Jonathan Erlu:h Israeh and Rajev Ram,
United states, def. Jamie Murray, Britain,
John Peers, Australia, 6-3, 6-4.
Juan Sebastian Cabal, Colombia, and
David Marrero, Spain, def. Daniel Nestor,
canada and Nenad Zimonjic (3), Serbia,

‘Women
First Ronnd

Irina Falconi and Keri Wong, United
States, def. Roxanne and Sierra Ellison,
Unlted States, 6-4, 6-1.

Jocelyn Rae and Anna Smith, Britain,
def. Francoise Abanda, Canada, and
Shelby Rogers, United States 6-2, 6-4.

ania King and Tayior Townsend (3),
United States, def. a Litvak and Alex-
andra Mue\ler. Unned S(ales, 6-7 (5), 6-4,

Hiroko Kuwata and Kurumi Nara, Ja-
an, def. Nicola Slater and Emily Welby-
EMith, Britain, 62, 6-1.

bet-at-hume Cup
esday
At Mercedes Bens Shortpark Kitzbuehel
Kitzbuehel, Austria
Purse: $573,000 (WT250)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor
Sil ng es

Jarkko Niemien (1 Fibland, def. Tey-
muraz Gabashvili, Russia, 6-4, 6-4.
pavid Goffin, Belgium; def. Kenny de
Schepper, France, 6-2
5 LGrenss 162y, def. Robin Haase
(©, Netherlands, 6-3, 6-3,
uan Monaco, Ardentina, def. Andrey
Golubev, Kazakhs tay
duar, Spai , def. Jurgen Mel-
zer Autrin. 6
biogo. Sebactian Schwartzman, Ar-
gentina, def. Alexander Zverev, Germany,
61,60

First R

Mate Pavic, Croatia, and Andre Sa,
Brazil, vs. Colin Fleming, Britain, and
Scott Llpsky (1), United States

Christopher kas and Philio Kahisch-
reiber, Germany, def. Frantisek Cermak,
Czech Republic, and Philipp Oswald,
Austria, 6-1, 6-4.

Lukas Diouhy, Czech Republic, and
Jonathan Marray, Britain, def. Rameez
Junaid, ralia, and Michael Venus,
New Zea\and 75,26, 119,

Henri Kontinen and Jarkko Nieminen,
Finland, def, Julian Knowle and Oliver
Marach (2), Ausma 6-2,0-6, 10-4.

Andre Bégemann, Germany, and Robin

re Bége many,

Haase (4. Notherlands, def. Bapio Andu-

far and Pablo Carreno usta, Spain, 4-,
7.

LPGA Tour statistics
Through July 20

Stacy Lewls 65258, 2, Michelle Wie,
69707 3, Inbee ‘Park, 70,058, 4, Cristie

.7, S0 Yeon Ryu, 70,228
8 chella Choi, 70.353, 9, Lexi Thompson,
0.509. 10, Shahshan Feng. 70.567.

Ving Distafice

1, Lexi Thompson. 270.6. 2, Gerina
piller, 2705. 3, Brittany Lincicome, 268,
, Yani Tseng, 266.4. 5, Carlota Cigand
568016, Joamna Kintten, 3646, 7° Car
fine Westrup, 263.0, & Paula Reto, 262,

Anya Alvarez, 262.3. 10, PK. Kong
Rraphin, 2650

reens in Regulatiol
1, Suzann Pettersen, 792 2 Sichelle

8, Chella Choi, 746 9 Chnslma Kim, .743.
Mu

10, Azahara

n

1, Stacy Lewls e ) In%ee Park, 1.76.
3 Line Vedel, 1.77. 4, Morgan Pressel,
N

T, L7 7 Karine Icher, 178, 8, A
Nordavist, 1.78. 9, Meena ' Lee, 1.79. 10,
Lydia Ko, 1.79.
Birdie Average

Stacy Lewis, 435 2, Michelle Wie,
388, 3 Inhes Parl 3874, Suann Pas.
tersen, 3.85. 5, Shanshan Feng, 3.85. 6,
Anna Nordqyist, 3.80. 7, So Yeon Ryu,
7's Lexi Thomp-

Save Pere

1, Katherine Kirk, .581. 2, Lexi Thomp-
son, . egan McChrystal, .560. 4,
Sydnee Michaels, .556. 5, Yani Tseng, .554,

. 6, Karrie webb .554. 7, Line Vedel, .550.
8,4 tied with .5:
ollndsunder Par
Stacy Lewis, .803. 2, Michelle Wie,

Webb, .600. 9, Cnstle Kerr,' 585. 10, Lexi
Thompson, .5

LPGA money leaders
Through July 20

Tm _ Mon
. stacy Lewis 7 $1944,434
 Michelle Wie 1,627,653
Lydia Ko $1,061,019
Inbee Park $940,0
Anna Nordavist $825,03
Lexi Thompso §792436
So Yeon Ryu 707,634
Cristie Kerr $704,650
. Shanshan Feng 655,83
. Karrie Webb $648,593
. Mo Martin 615,806
. Chella Choi $601,109
. Angela Stanford $600,643
. Jessica Korda $596,139
. Azahara Munoz $584,731
. Paula Creamer $539,382
- Suzann ettersen $536,195
3 83,053
3 lee(le Sa\as $480,610
$478,604
3 Aulleta Gvanada 4414
3 ang 2,4
- KA Yeon Shoi $391,006
. Pornanong Phatlum $383,041
. Catriona Matthew 5368393
. Eun-Hee Ji 3483
_Karine Icher $320377
. Gerina Piller 5314143
. Hee Young Park $265,926
. Morgan Pressel $260,205
- Christina Kim $258,2
3 4 $258028
: Jennifer johnson 5 $218850
. Brittany Lang 7 217,060
. Mina Harigae 6 $215238
. Yani Tseng 4 $200530

Tuesday’s transactions
BASEBALI.
American League
CITY ROVAIS - Recalled INF
Chrlstlan Cc\on from Omah

- De5|gnated
OF, Kenny W\ISO" for aSSIQ
TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Optmned LHP

Rob Rasmussen to Buffalo ( L).

nal
ARIZONA DI DEACKS — Reca\led
RHP Bo Sehulte rom Rens (PCL). O
tioned OF Alfredo Marte to Reno.
CHICAGO CUBS — Placed RHP Neil

Blake Parker from low: 3
CINCINNATI REDS — Placed OF Jay
Bruce on the bereavement list. Recalled

e
RHP Curtis Partch from Couisviile (L).

LORADO ROCKIES —
1B Justin Morneau and LHP Boone Lo-

SDTI"QS

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Reinstated SS
Everth Cabrera from the 15-day DL. Des-
ignated LHP Jason Lane for assignment.

National Basketball Association
A — Named Michele Roberts ex-
ecutive director.

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES — Promoted in-
terim general manager Chris Wallace
to general manager and signed him to a
muitiyear contract. Named Ed Stefanski
executllve vice preswdent of player per-
501

MILWAUKEE BUCKS — Named Patrick
McDonough chief financial officer, Bob
Cook vice president of business affairs
and John Steinmiller executive vice pres-
ident of community affairs and social
responsibility.

Nationai Footbal League
ARIZONA CARDINALS — Agreed to
terms with CB Patrick Peterson on a five.
year contract.
AROLINA PANTHERS — Announced
the retirement of OL Travelle Wharton.
AGO BEARS — Signed WR Dale
Mogh 15 & onesyehr contram
MINNESOTA vuxma‘z 5 Retained Ro-

G Fouimalo Fonoti. Signed RB Alfonso
Smlth to a one-) year contract.
\TTLE SEAHAWKS — Placed WR
Taglor Price on mjuned reserve. feloated
CB Chand\er Fennerand G Bronson Irwin,
WR Randall’ Carroll, CB Terreli
Thomas and OT EI;I’C W'mston

National Hockey
TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS Agreed to
terms wnth 2 Jake Gardiner.
WINNIPEG JETS — Agreed to terms
with F Mlchael Frolik on a one-year con-

tract.
MOTORSPORTS
NASCAR — Suspended Denny Hamlin's
crew chief Darian Grubb and car chief

Motor Speedway. Fined Grubb $125,000
and docked Hamlin and team owner Joe
Gibbs 75 points in the driver and owner

standings.
LYMPIC SPORTS
USA GYMNASTICS — Announced the
resignation of trampoline and tumbling
director Susan Jacobson
socc

Major League Socc
LoS ANGELES GALAXY — Traded D Kofi
Opare, a 2015 second-round draft pick
aha an allocation ranking 1o b.C. United
for an allocation ranking.
MONTREAL IMPACT — Traded MF San-
na Nyassi to Chicago for MF Dilly Duka.

ICAA — Placed the Henderson State
women’s basketball team on two years
probation and fined it $2,500 for rules
violations.

ECAC — Named Jim Sheehan coordi-
nator of sports administration for new
media and digital communications.

Pro basketball

WNBA

EASTERN CONI s
Atlanta 16 9 640 —
Washington 13014 481 4
indiana 214 462 4
New York 014 440
Chicago 016 385 6%
Connecticut 10 17 1370
WESTERN CONFERENCE

L Pct GB
x-Phoenix 2 3880
x-Minnesota 0 6769 M
San Antonio 1314 81
Los Angeles 2015 444 11
Tulsa 0017 370 13
Seattle 19 321 1%

x-clinched plaa/off spot
s games

Los Angeles 77, Mhaiana 73
Tuesday’s games

Atlanta 89, Connecticut 80

Phoeniy: so Los Angeles 69
nesday’s games

No games, schedu
Thursday's games

New York at Chicago

Phoenix at Minnesota

Atlanta at Tulsa

Indiana at Seattle
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NFL

Peterson says he’s best, but debate goes on

New 5-year, $70M deal with Cardinals puts him in elite company among league CBs

By Bos Baum
The Associated Press

GLENDALE, Ariz. — Patrick
Peterson said the debate over who
is the best cornerback in the NFL
will go on and on and his opinion
will never change: He is the best.

“As a man, I can’t fathom put-
ting another guy in front of me,”
he said.

Peterson has jousted with Seat-
tle’s Richard Sherman over which
is the best at the position. Speak-
ing at the Arizona Cardinals’
training camp on Sunday, Peter-
son also mentioned two others “in
the conversation,” Joe Haden of
Cleveland and Darrelle Revis of
New England.

“All of us have the ability to be
the best in the league,” Peterson
said. “And all of us are the best at
something at the cornerback po-
sition. I believe that the competi-
tion is real, and I love it. It’s just
going to make all four of us play
that much better and that much
harder.”

Peterson, entering his fourth
NFL season, said he has been told
he won’t return punts or play on
offense this season — and that
will help him focus entirely on his
cornerback job.

The arrival of Ted Ginn Jr.
and rookie John Brown factored
in Peterson giving up both jobs.
Ginn and Brown are both exceed-
ingly fast punt returners and give
the offense speed at the wide re-
ceiver position that it lacked last
season.

Peterson said he’s fine surren-
dering both duties.

“Guarding the No. 1 receiver
each and every week is tough
enough as it is,” he said, “and
(then) have to worry ‘Is the punt-
er going to punt this way or get
it end over end this week? Coach
has five plays in the package this
week,” it’s just going to make my
job that much easier.”

Punt returning made Peterson
an instant sensation in the NFL
after the Cardinals drafted him
as the No. S pick overall in 2011,
tying the league record of four
returns for touchdown. One was
a 99-yarder — second-longest
in NFL history — to beat the St.

SECURE YOUR
MILITARY
DEPLOYMENT
BENEFITS!

CHERYL Evans, THE ARiZoNA REPUBLIC/AP

Arizona Cardinals cormerback Patrick Peterson has a laugh during the team’s training camp session
on Saturday in Glendale, Ariz. Peterson’s play over his three seasons in Arizona has vaulted the No. 5
overall pick from LSU into the corwersatnn of who is the Ieggne’s best cornerback. It also earned him a

new five-year, $70 miillion

from the

Louis Rams in overtime.

His spectacular returns earned
him a spot in the Pro Bowl as a
special teams player. Peterson re-
turned four punts for touchdowns
as a rookie, but has not had any
since.

Although he said he has been
told he won’t be the team’s punt
returner, he is participating in re-
turn drills in camp. Peterson said
that’s a precaution in case any-
thing happens to Ginn or Brown.

As his punt return success di-
minished, his reputation as a cor-
nerback grew. He has defended
the opponent’s best receiver, re-
gardless of what side of the field
he is on. And he made the Pro
Bowl at the position each of the
past two seasons.

Leaving punt returns and the
offense to others should only help
him in his real job, he said.

anywhe

‘As a man, | can’t fathom putting another

guy in front of me.?

Patrick Peterson
Arizona Cardinals cornerback

“I think that’s just going to take
my game to another level now,” he
said, “because now I don’t have to
focus on the punt return, try to
remember the offensive plays, or
things like that. I can just hone
in on playing defensive back and
being the best player that I can

He already believes no one is
better.

“Do I feel I'm the best corner-
back? Absolutely,” he said. “That
answer is never going to change,
but at the end of the day that con-
versation is going to always come
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And now Peterson is getting
paid like he is one of the best. He
anounced via Twitter on Tuesday
that he has reached agreement on
a five-year, $70 million contract
with the Cardinals, with $48 mil-
lion guaranteed.

The Cardinals announced the
deal a short time later, but did not
disclose the terms.

The agreement keeps Peter-
son under contract with Arizona
through 2020.

Peterson has made the Pro
Bowl in each of his three seasons

in the NFL, first as a kick re-
turner then the last two years at
cornerback.

He had two years left on his
original contract after Arizona
had picked up its fifth-year option
earlier this year.

The personable, self-pro-
claimed best cornerback in the
NFL probably wanted the world
to know his deal exceeded those
of Haden and Sherman.

Haden signed a five-year, $68
million contract with $45 million
guaranteed and Sherman got a
four-year, $56 million deal with
$40 million guaranteed.

Peterson is the first to reach
agreement in the initial class
of the players subjected to a
fifth-year option on their con-
tract. Under the latest collective
bargaining agreement, players
picked 1 through 10 have a fifth-
year option on their contracts
that clubs can exercise.

That group includes Cam New-
ton of the Carolina Panthers and
J.J. Watt of the Houston Texans.

In fact, Peterson is the first of
any 2011 first-round pick to reach
an agreement on an extension. A
news conference with Peterson
was scheduled for Wednesday
morning.

“Want to thank my fam-
ily, friends and teammates, all of
#P2Nation and the best agent in
the biz,” Peterson said in another
tweet.

Peterson has jousted with Sher-
man over who is the best corner-
back in the NFL. Peterson laid
his claim to the fact he plays all
over the field, defending the op-
ponent’s best receiver. Sherman
plays on one side.

Both were first-team All-Pro
selections last season.

Peterson and Mike Woodson
are the only players to make the
Pro Bowl as a kick returner and
cornerback. Peterson is one of
seven players to make three Pro
Bowls before his 24th birthday
— which he celebrated July 11.

He has started all 48 games
since coming to the NFL. In
those three seasons, he had 12
interceptions, 162 tackles, a sack,
60 passes defensed and a fumble
recovery.
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Chiefs’ Johnson

Linebacker needs just 19 tackles
to hit 1,000, set franchise mark

By DAVE SKRETTA
The Associated Press

ST. JOSEPH, Mo.
he question lobbed from
the back of the media
scrum was something
of a throwaway, one last

query for Chiefs linebacker Der-
rick Johnson as he headed from
the practice field to the locker
room.

It wound up stopping him in his
tracks.

“You’re 32. Have you given any
thought to how much time you
want to keep doing this?”

“First of all,” Johnson replied
glibly, “I'm 31. I'll be 32 soon.”

On Nov. 22, to be exact. But
what could have been an awk-
ward moment was immediately
defused by the effervescent smile
that Johnson plastered on his
face, one that seems to be perma-
nently affixed these days.

The veteran is beginning his
10th season, coming off his third
Pro Bowl, and closing in on the
franchise record for tackles — he
needs 19 to reach 1,000 for his
career, which would be one more
than Gary Spani recorded from
1978-86.

He still believes his best days
are ahead of him, even if the first
strands of gray hair are lurking
in the shadows.

“No, it hasn’t crossed my mind,”
Johnson continued, when asked
about retirement. “I've been for-
tunate and blessed not to have a

Did you know

The Chiefs
took linebacker
Derrick
Johnson with
the 15th pick of

the 2005 NFL Draft
after an all-American
career at Texas.

SOURCE: sports.yahoo.com

major injury. Every year, when I
go back to work out with Jamaal
(Charles) and all of these guys. If
I can keep up with these guys, I
can come back.”

Besides, age is just a number at
his position. Ray Lewis and Lon-
don Fletcher were both playing at
a high level when they retired at
age 38. Keith Brooking, Mike Pe-
terson and Vonnie Holliday were
also hanging around in their late
30s, though their play had begun
to taper off.

There have been no signs of
that happening with Johnson’s
play.

“He has a unique skill set. He
has great range and great speed
for a linebacker, which allows us
to do a lot of things,” Chiefs de-
fensive coordinator Bob Sutton
said.

“Any time you have speed, a lot

in that span the Lions have pi

Reeo HorFmann/AP

Indianapolis quarterback Andrew Luck, left, tries to get rid of the ball while being tackled by Kansas City
inside linebacker Derrick Johnson during a game on Dec. 22, 2013 in Kansas City, Mo.

of times the things that go unno-
ticed are the plays you prevent.
Sometimes, a S-yard gain stays 5
yards because you have the speed
to be over there to make a tackle.

“In the time I've been here,”
said Sutton, who was hired last
year, “he has improved all the
time, which has kind of been his
trademark since he’s been in the
league.”

Indeed, if there is any constant
on the Chiefs defense, it is No. 56
in the middle of the linebacker

roup.

After falling out of favor with
former coach Todd Haley in 2009,
and regaining his starting job the

PauL Sancva/AP

It’'s been five years since Detroit draﬂed qlurhelback Maﬂhew Staﬁord with the No. 1 overall pick, and
i from

following year, Johnson has start-
ed every game with the exception
of last season’s finale, a meaning-
less game in which current coach
Andy Reid rested nearly every
starter.

Along the way, Johnson has put
together four straight seasons of
atleast 100 tackles, picked off five
passes and put relentless heat on
unsuspecting quarterbacks.

He’s managed to do it through
a revolving door of head coaches
and defensive coordinators, too,
and even teammates at his own
position. He’s had four different
linebackers start alongside him
over the past two seasons, and

will likely have another one in Joe
Mays when this season kicks off.

“He’s been just a big-time play-
maker,” Mays said. “Now, I'm
trying to pick his brain so I can
get the chance to be where he’s at,
doing things that he’s been doing
on the field.”

Does it matter who is playing
next to him?

“Does not matter, does not mat-
ter. This league is about change,
how you adjust, and people
change around the league all the
time,” Johnson said, shaking his
head. “When they come in, the
veterans get them acclimated to
the system and just go.”

Form: New coaches
have lots of weapons

FROM BACK PAGE

The quarterback doesn’t seem
concerned.

“There was definitely some
fun challenges for me,” he said of
the time he’s spent working with
Caldwell and Lombardi.

“Learning a new offense, new
coaches: That part of it is fun.
It’s a challenge but we're excited
about it.”

The Lions threw a lot in past
seasons, mostly because they were
one of the NFL’s worst running
teams. The addition of free agent
Reggie Bush before last season,
coupled with the emergence of
tailback Joique Bell, could mean
less pressure on Stafford.

‘When the Lions throw, they still
have All-Prowideout Calvin John-

son and Golden Tate, who won
the Super Bowl last season with
Seattle. The Lions drafted tight
end Eric Ebron in the first round
and re-signed tight end Brandon
Pettigrew. Lombardi, who comes
from Saints coach Sean Payton’s
pass-heavy scheme, should have
plenty with which to work.

Stafford’s teammates also have
confidence in his ability to bounce
back.

“There’s pressure on him every
single year,” guard Rob Sims said.
“But he’s really stepping up.

“I still think he’s one of the best
quarterbacks in the NFL and I
think he’s going to prove it this
year.”

The Lions play their preseason
opener Aug. 9 against visiting
Cleveland.
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Jones’ Hall induction adds to Seattle’s big year

By Tim Bootn
The Associated Press

RENTON, Wash.

s Walter Jones started

going through names

to give his induction

speech at the Pro Foot-

ball Hall of Fame, he constantly
came back to his son Walterius.

The youngster was with him
in New York during Super Bowl
week when Jones found out he’d
be honored in his first year of
eligibility, and just the third
player having spent their entire
career with Seattle Seahawks
to be inducted. It felt only right
to have the 14-year-old give the
speech.

Talk about a unique summer
vacation project.

“When I asked him if he
wanted to present me he
was like, ‘Well, there’s
nobody else that’s
going to do it,)”
Jones  said.
“He’s been
with  me

throughout this whole process,
so he was an easy answer to
present me.”

Regarded as one of the game’s
best offensive tackles ever, Jones
will get his gold jacket Saturday
night and add to a year that has
seen the Seahawks reach the
pinnacle of the NFL. The party
in New York in February didn’t
stop with Jones being voted into
the Hall of Fame on his first try.
That was just the beginning. A
day later, he was at MetLife Sta-
dium to watch Seattle’s 43-8 rout
of Denver to claim its first Vince
Lombardi trophy.

It was a moment Jones was

hoping to experience as a player
in February 2006 when Seattle
reached its only other Super
Bowl, losing to Pittsburgh. A
championship is about the only
thing missing from Jones’ ex-
tensive résumé.

Jones was deemed special
when he was selected with the
No. 6 overall pick of the 1997

draft coming out of Florida State.
He was a unique combination of
size and power, but also speed
and fluidity for a man who stood
at 6-foot-5 and 325 pounds.

His offseason workouts be-
came folklore, pushing Cadillac
Escalades as part of his regi-
men — and usually during some
sort of contract dispute. Yet
he showed up for every season
opener, whether he was unhappy
with his contract or not.

Jones was selected to nine
Pro Bowls. He was a four-time
All-Pro. Mike Holmgren, who
coached the Seahawks from
1999 to 2008, once called Jones

the best offensive player he has
ever coached. It’s a heady state-
ment considering Holmgren
coached Joe Montana, Brett
Favre, Steve Young and Jerry
Rice during his career.
Jones wanted to be like An-
thony Munoz. And like
Munoz before him,
Jones became the
standard for the
next genera-
tion of offensive
linemen.

“From Day 1

when I gotin the
league, I wanted
to establish the
standard that I
set. I wanted to
be a guy that when
you talk about of-
fensive linemen, I
wanted my name to
come up.”

Seattle’s coaches
once put together the
numbers that helped

state the dominant

PAO FOOTEBALL

HALL* FAME

o g

Pro Football Hall of Fame
enshrinement ceremony
FN-Sports
1a.m. Sunday CET
8 a.m. Sunday JKT

level at which Jones played: He
blocked for more than 5,500
pass plays in his career and gave
up just 23 sacks and was called
for holding just nine times in 180
career games — all starts.

Jones is revered in Seattle in
a way usually reserved for skill
position players. It’s a statue of
Jones that stands outside the Se-
ahawks-themed bar at Seattle-
Tacoma International Airport.
His No. 71 was retired the day
he retired, while Steve Largent
(No. 80) and Cortez Kennedy
(No. 96) had to wait for their
entry to Canton before their
numbers were raised.

“Getting a gold jacket and to
be a part of that team, man, it’s
just amazing,” Jones said. “Then
to be a part of Seattle, it’s just
amazing to represent the city of
Seattle, man. It’s just amazing. I
started there and I ended there.
It’s a lot of stuff that goes on.”

‘Getting a gold jacket and to be

a part of that team, man,

amazing. ?

’'s just

Walter Jones, left

Former Seattle Seahawks offensive lineman
elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame
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MLB SCOREBOARD

American League
East Division

3 GB
Baltimore 562 —
Toronto 537 22
New York 519 A'/z
Tampa Bay 1295
Boston K 12
Detroit -
Kansas City 5
Cleveland &%

hicago 7
Minnesota 10

and
Los Angeles 22
Seattle 11
Houston 23%
Texas 2472
Na
GB
‘Washington -
Atlanta V2
Miami 5
New York b
Philadelphia 1%
Milwaukee 546  —
Pittsburgh 538
St. Louis 533 Y2
Cincinnati 500
Chicago N 419 13%
West Division
Los Angeles 7 561 —
San Francisco 0 533 3
San Diego 7 9 443 12%
Arizona 6 1 .430
Colorado 3 3 .406  16%2
day’s games
Baltimore 7 LA Angels 6, 12 innings

Seattle 5, Cleveland 2

Chicago Whlte SOX 11, Detroit 4

Toronto 4, Bosf

N.Y. Yankees 12 Texas 11

anesota 2, Kansas City 1
Oakland 7, Ho

i
Chlcago Cubs 4 "Lotorado 3, 16 in-

nin
A Dodgers 8, Atlanta 4
San Diego 3, St. Lou
Pittsburgh 3, San rranc.sco 1
gal

Oakland at Houston

-A. Angels at Baltimore
Seattle at Clevelan

Chicago White sox at Detroit

Philadelphia at N.Y. Mets
Arizona at Cincinnati
Washington at Miami
Pittsburgh at San Francisco
Colorado at Chlca O Cubs

S oteat g biego
hursday’s games
hicago White Sox ClonDanks 9-6) at
Delro (amyly )
LA. Angels (Skaggs 5-5) at Baltimore
(B.Norris

Seattle (C. Young 9-6) at Cleveland
(McAllister 3°6)

Minnesota (Correia 5:13) at Kansas
city (Ventura 7-8)

Toronto (Hutchison 7-9) at Houston
(Cosart 9-7)

Colorado _(Matzek 25 at Chicago
cubs (Arrieta

t. Louis (SiMiller 7-8) at San Diego

(Desp @ 2-2

aign¢
hlladelphla (C\ Lee 4-5) at Washing-
ton (G.Gonzalez
s Clnclnnatl (Cueto 11-6) at Miami (Koe-
Bitéaburgh (Locke 2-2) at Arizona (Col-
Imenter
‘Atlanta (Teheran 10-6) at L.A. Dodgers
(Kershaw 12-2)

Tuesday
Orioles 7, Angels 6 (12)

Los Angeles Baltimore

ab r h bi ab r hbi
calhonrf 60 1 1 Markksrf 61 23
Troutcf 42 1 0 Machd3b 6122
Pujols1b 60 3 0 AJonescf 51 11
JHmitndh 61 3 3 NCruzlf 4100
Aybarss 60 0 0 on;d 5030
HKndrc2b 52 2 0 JHardyss 50 11
ENavrrlf 50 1 0 Pearcelb 40 00
Freesezb 510 0 Flahrty2b 4100

200 1 Hundyc 3210
Ianneltph €200 0

47 611 5_Totals 42710 7
I.ns Angeles 120 110 100 000—6
Baltimnre 00 000 001—7

when winning run scored. E—
Ef Navarro (1) Tiliman () Tom Hunter (1)
s 1, Baltimore 1. LOB—
Angeles B Bsimere 7 2B Calhioum (19,
Pujols (23). JHamilton (14, Hkendrick
(23), Mach do (11), D.Youn HR—
JHamitto i

20). CS—H.Kendrick (5).
IP H R ER BB SO

5 7 6 6 4 4
1 0 00 01
10 00 01
10 00 01
2 1 00 01
12 1111
5 6 5 3 16
% 1 1.1 00
00 1 0 0 00
Tom.Hunter % 0 0 0 0 2
ZBritton 190t
0'Day g 0001
R.Webb W,3-1 0 0 0 1

Matusz pitched Yo 1 batter in the 7th.
GorRasmus pitched to 1 batter in the
12th. —by Brach (Trout). WP—Till-
P S N 36,882 (45,971).

Mariners 5, Indians 2

Seattle Cleveland
ab r h bi ab r hbi

Ackleylf 5132 Kipnisab 4001
Taylorss 401 1 ACarerss 4010
Canozb 401 0 Brantlyct 3000
KMorisdh 500 0 CSantnlb 40 10
Seager3b 512 0 Chsnhli3b 40 00
Zuninoc 32 2 1 Swisherdh 41 2 0
Morrsnib 40 1 0 DvMrprf 4010

rtrf 3111 Yeomse 4111
EnChvzrf 100 0 Chockrff 3020
Jdonesct 400 0

otals’ 38511 5 Totals 34282
Seattle 000 410" 0005
Clevelan:

el -2
DP- tle 1. LOB—Sentils. 9, Bover
land 6. - ZB Ack\ei/ (21), Taylor (2), Zunino
(16) Mornson T Swisher (19)‘
rphy (17), Ch chkerson (2). 31
seager G5 HR—zunino (16)
13 'R ER BB SO

Seattle
Iwakuma W,9-5 7

M

Rodney 5,29-32 1
Cleveland

BauerL4-6 4
Hagadone 2
Carrasco y
Crocken

315 AC 15 5 1% 487)

White Sox 11,

Chicago
ab r h bi ab r hbi
Eatoncf 513 0 Alcksncf 3010
ARmrzss 521 3 RDavislf 5010
JAreuib’ 423 4 Kinsler2b 50 00
ADunndh 411 1 MiCarr3p 4120
Viciedorf 411 0 VMrtnzlb 4130
Sierrarf 000 0 TrHntrdh 3110
Gillaspi3b 513 1 JMrtnzrf 4111
c i1 ladyc 2012
DeAzalf 500 0 Suarezss 1010
Fowrsc 52 2 0 ARmnph-ss3 0 10
Totals 41111510 Totals 34 412 3
Chicago 200°720—11
roit 020— 4
ESR.Davis (3). Mi cabrera (5), Suarez
5). DP—Chicago 3. LOB—Chicago 7, De-
troit 8. 2B—Al Ramlrez an, J.Abreu 26).
B—J.Martine; R—J.Abreu (31),

31 (2). HI 1

A.Dunn (16). CS —Gillaspie (2), An Romme

(2). SF—G.Beckham, Holaday.
L] R ER BB SO

Chicago
Quitenawe? 6 8 2 2 2 2
Webb I 0 0000
Thompson 1 3 2200
petric] 1 0 0000
Detroit
AnSanchezL75 64 6 5 4 2 6
Soria %6 24 00
Krol Wo3ozoz 1l
Nathan 2

BP—by Thompson (TorHunter), by
(D4\{veé:1b (K sacksom. T~316. A—40,035

Rays 5, Brewers 1

Milwaukee ‘Tampa Bay
ab r h bi ab r hbi
CGomzdh 400 0 ngscf 3000
Lucroyc 40 1 0 Zobristab-ss 4 2 2 2
Braunrf 30 0 0 Joycedh 3010
ArRmr3b 31 1 0 Forsythphdh 11 11
KDavislf 20 0 0 Longori3b 21 00
MrRynllb 20 0 0 Loneylb 3000
Gennett2b 20 1 1 Guyerif 3021
Segurass 30 0 0 VYEscorss 30 10
LSchfrcf 30 0 0 CFigurph-2b0 0 0 1
asalic 3010
iermrrf 20 00
SRdr?zph—rfo 100
Totals 26131 Totals 27585
Milwaukee 000" 010 0001
Tampa Bay 001 odxs
ilwa ukee3 Tampa Bay 1 —

aukee 2, a Bay Zob rist

| ay 5.
(20) Foreythe (w). Cuver (11). VEscobar
R—Zobrist (9). S—Mat.Reynolds,
Dedennings. SF~Gmaett, cr.g

»P H ER BB S0
Milwaukee
Garza 7 5 11 2 2
WSm\Ih L13 B2 4 4 30
Esl % 1 0 0 0 0
CohbWJ— 8 3 11 212
Balfour 1 0 0 0 0 2
WP—W.Smith.  T—2:56. A—16,249
(31,042).
Blue Jays 4, Red Sox 2
Toronto Boston
ab r h bi ab r hbi
Reyes ss 502 0 BHoltrf 5120
MeCarrlf 50 1 1 Navalflb 40 10
Bautistrf 30 1 0 Pedroia2b 40 21
Navrr ¢ 400 0 DOrtizdh 30 00
JFrnes 1b 3120 p 1b 000
Valenciph-1b 1 0 0 0 JGomsph-f 0 0 0 0
CIRSmS dh 4221 rew ss 000
wsk3b 201 0 Bogarts3b 41 2 1
SlT_HSn Eh-!bl 00 0 Brdlyrcf 4000
Goins 2| 401 0 Vazquzc 40 00
Gose cf 412 2
Totals 36 412 4 Totals 34272
Toronto 010 200 001—4
Boston 001 000 001—2
(1). DP—Eoston 2.

RDe La
oB—Torants B. Boston g 2
(13) Gose (5), B.Holt (20). oerorn (za)
Col.Rasmus (14), Bogaerts (8).

Kawasak

IP H R ER BB SO
ronto

o w, 76 11 28
RN H 2 % 0 0 0 00
ecil H,17 50 0 0 11
Janssen S17-19 11 11 00
RDeLaRusaL34 6 9 3 3 21
1 1 00 00
Nk 1 g 0001
Tazawa 11 01

T—3:03. A—38;: 215 (@37, 499)

Reds 3, Diamondbacks 0

Arizona Cincinnati
ab r h bi ab r hbi

Inciart cf 401 0 BHmitncf 4110
AHili26 300 0 Rsantg2b 40 00
Gidschilb 400 0 frazerd> 4121
MMntrc 30 1 0 3000
Yimoli 400 0 Beerats 3011
prado3b 400 0 Lutzlf 3110
GParrarf 401 0 Schmkrrf 3000
Gregrsss 402 0 Cozartss 30 10
Cahillp” 200 0 Leakep 3011
Dperltph 10 0 0 Broxtnp 00 00
Schultzp 000 0 AChpmp 00 00
otals ~ 3305 0 Totals 30373
Arizona 000 000—0
Cincinnati ., _00x=3
E-leake @) | Frazler 1) Bp~ARzo-
a1, OB ATona B Cincinat 3 28e

G baira (18), B.ramiltor, (1), 38—Grego-
rius (4). SB—Frazier (16).

R ER BB SO

Arizona
Cahill L,1-8 6 7 3 3 0 3
Schultz 2 0 0 0 0 2
Cincinnati
Leake W,8-9 % 5 0 0 0 8
Broxton H.16 soepe o
A.Cha man 5,23-25 1

—by Leake (A H\II M Monte 0).
WP Cahl 1. T—2:33. A—33, 153 (42,319).

Phillies 6, Mets 0

Philadelphia
ab r h bi “ab 1 hbi

Reverecf 412 0 Grndrsrf 4020
Rollinsss 42 1 1 DnMrp2b 40 00
Utley 2b 411 4 DWrght3b 4010
Huward b 3000 Camplilb 4020
Ruizc 401 0 Cvounglf 30 00
GSizmrrf 411 1 gin 0000
DBrwn If 4110 Carlylep 00 00
Asche3b 300 0 BAreuph 1000
quels?‘ 100 0 dArnadc 4000
Brignc pl 100 0 Lagarscf 3010
iles p 000 0 Floresss 30 10
Gee p 2000

EYong If 1000

Totals 326 7 6 Totals 3070
Philadelphia 001 100 400—6
New Yorl 000 O 000—-0

Dan.Murphy (13). DP—| Ph\lade\ hia
L Neonrkl LOB—Fhiladelphia 5. New

‘ork 6. 2B—Revere (8), D. ght (25).
RS RolIing (14) Utley '(9), G.Sizemore
(1). sS—Hamels

R ER BB SO
Philadelphia
amels W,6-5 8 6 0 0 08
Giles 1 1 00 01
New York
Gee Ld-4 6 5 5 5 3 2
Edgin A 1110
Catlyle 4

1
Wep—by Gee (Revere) Wp—Gee. T
236 A 77,065 (41.625).

Marlins 3, Nationals 0

Washington Miami
ab r h bi ab r hbi
spancf 4010 Yelchlf 4111
Rendon3b 40 1 0 Vidspn2b 3120
LaRochib 40 0 0 Stantonrf 30 22
WRam: 2000 McGeh3b 2000
Walterspr 00 0 0 Ozunacf 4000
atonc 000 0 Sitimchc 3000
Harperlf 30 2 0 JeBakrib 30 00
smndss 30 1 0 Hchvrrss 2000
Espinos2b 30 0 0 HAlvizp 1010
pclothi 400 0 Mowisp 00 00
Strasrgp 300 0 0000
Blevinsp 000 0 Rmnsnpn 1110
garettp 000 0 Cishekp 0000
Werthph 100 0
Totals ™ 3105 0 Totals 28373
s| 000" 900" 0000

ami 1.
Miami 5 5B Rendon (26), Veﬁch (14).
valdas in (2), Stanton (25). S—Valdes-
in.

IP H R ER BB SO
Washington
Strasburg L,7-9 7 4 2
Blevins o2 2 2 00
Barrett %1 0 0 2
Miami
H.Alvarez W,8-5 7 3 0 0 4 4
Morris H,12 0 0 0 2 0
M.Dunn H,16 ‘/3 0 0 0 0 0
Cishek §,27-30 0 0 0 2
HBP—by Clshek (Esplnos ). WP—
Strasburg. T 3:07. A—22,672 (37,442).
Yankees 12, Rangers 11
New York Texas
ab r h bi ab r hbi
Gardnr If 5341 100 | 5000
Jeter ss 512 0 Rosalespr 00 00
Ellsurycf 410 0 Andrusss 51 32
Teixeirlb 23 1 2 Riosrf 5230
Beltrandh 51 2 2 ABeltre3b 52 11
McCnnc 400 1 Adducidh 42 11
Headly3b 31 1 1 Arenciilb 52 47
ZAImntrf 51 1 2 LMartncf 51 20
Ryan2b 511 2 Chirinsc 4010
DRrtsnpr 01 0 0
jor 2b 4000
Totals 38121211 Tolals 5111 1511
Ne'w Vork ﬂ 11
n (4 Rlos (6) DP Texas 1.
LO exas 11. 2B—Gardner
2 (15), Rvan (z), Rios (22), Arencibia 2
(5). 3B—L.M IR—G: dner (13),
Teixeira (18), Arencibia 2 (6): S8—Andri
(21). CS—Chirinos (1). SF—Mc Cann.
R ER BB SO
New York
McCarlhyW,}-D 6 9 4 4 1 3
1 3 3 20
Belances 1/3 2 1112
Whtl% 1 11 01
?avkc ertson $,27-: 29 1 2 2 23
Texas
N.Martinez L,1-7 5% 6 6 6 3 2
Sh.Tolleson %2 2 1 01
Mendez 1 2 2 2 21
Cﬂtts l 2 2 2 00
Ad 0 0 0 1 1
McCarthy, N Martinez. T—3:51.

A— 41 934 (48,114).

Cubs 4, Rockies 3 (16)

Colorado Chicago
ab r h bi ab r hbi
Bmcttaf 6 01 0 Bonifac 3ol 2 4
sIf 612 0 Alcantr2b 4
oot o119 Rt 7
Cenzlzrf 511 0 SCastross 7
Massetp 00 0 0 Rugginlf 6
Hwkns 100 0 Castiloc 6
Matzekp 00 0 0 Lakecf 3
Mornealb 40 1 2 Valuenph3b2
Rosarioc 70 2 0 Schrhitrf 7
Culersnss2b 7 0 1 0 Elcksnp 0
Mahi2b 40 0 0 TWoodph 1
Brothrsp 00 0 0 Vilanvp 1
Stubbscfcf 10 0 0 Wrghtp 0
DIRSp 300 0 Grimmp 0
Kahnlep 00 0 0 Schlittrp 0
Barnesph 10 0 0 Coghinph 1
Ottavinp 00 0 0 BParkrp 0
oganp 000 0 Sweenyph 1
Belislep 00 0 0 Russellp 0
Adamsss 30 0 0 Arietaph 1
Stropp 0
JoBakrp 0
Totals 543 9 3 Totals 54 41
Colorado  "300 900/000°000 000 0--
Chicago 200 000 000 000 1—

0 outs when winning run scored.

E Rugglano (1). DP—Colorado 1, Chica-

0 2. LOB—Colorado 12, Chlcago 16. 28—
Cc Dickerson (18), Arel (22),

neau (21), Culberson (6), Bomfaclo (14).

3
|
w
28
83
o
i

. S—| Eomiacwo, Ruggiano, E.Jackson.
SFLS.cas

P H R ER BB SO

Colorado
J.De La Rosa 6 6 3 3 17
hnle 1 0 0 0 0 0
Ottavino 1 1 0 0 0 0
Logan 1 1 0 0 1 1
Belisle %» 1 0 0 0 0
Brothers 1% 1 0 0 1 2
Masset 2 0 0 0 2 3
lawkins 2 1 0 0 01
Matzek L,2-5 E Y 11 10

Chicago
E.Jackson 4 6 3 3 3 4
Villanueva 2% 0 0 0 0 4
W.Wright %1 00 1 0
Grimm 1 0 0 0 0 2
Schlitter 1 0 0 0 1 1
B.Parker 2 1 0 0 1 2
RuSSeH 2 1 0 0 0 3
tro| 2 0 0 0 1 2
Jo.t Eake 0 0 0 1 0
Brothers Dltched to 1 batter in the

12th. HBP—by J.De La Rosa

(Alcantara,
Lake), by Matzek (Alcantara), by Vil
lanueva ~ (LeMahieu).  WP—E.Jackson,
WAWHGNE. T—6:37. A-28,590 (41,072).

Twins 2, Royals 1

Minnesota Kansas City
ab r h bi ab r hbi
Dasntncf 522 0 irf 4010
Fuld rf 301 0 Infante2b 4110
Dozier 2b 302 1 Hosmerlb 40 11
Winghlf 20 1 1 Jbysonpr 00 00
Parmellb 40 0 0 SPerezc 40 00
Plouffe3b 30 0 0 AGordnlf 30 00
KSuzuk ¢ 200 0 BButlerdh 40 00
Nunez dh 401 0 Mostks3b 20 00
EEscorss 40 0 0 LcCaincf 3010
AEscorss 30 10
Totals 3027 2 Totals 31151
Mlnllesota Wl Dll) 000—-2
Kansas City 001—1
E Shlelds (3),S.! Perez (4) DP Kansas
Clty 2. LOB—Minnesota 8, Kansas City 5.
D Santana (12), Dozier (19). Infante
B—Plouffe (1), Nunez
(4). AOKI (9) CS Dozier (6). SF—=Willing-
»P H R ER BB SO
Minnesota
Gibson W,9-8 7 2 00 27
Fien H,’ 1 1 0 0 01
Perkins $,26-29 1 2 1 1 00
Kansas City
Shields L,9-6 6 6 2 1 4 5
Frasor 1 1 0 0 0 1
Crow 1 0 0 0 0 O
K.Herrera 1 0 0 0 1 1
HBP—by Shields (Willingham). wP—
Shields. T—3:14. A—30,686 (37,903).
Athletics 7, Astros 4
‘Oakland Houston
ab r h bi ab r hbi
Jaso dh 5110 Altue2b 3011
Lowriess 310 0 MGnzlzss 41 11
Cespds If 513 1 Carterdh 3000
Moss rf 511 1 Jcastroc 4010
Dnldsn3b 40 1 2 Krausslf 40 00
Vogt 1b 4000 oes If 0000
DNorrs ¢ 4120 Singltnlb 3100
Reddckcf 422 1 MDmn3b 40 00
Sogard2b 30 0 0 Grssmnrf 4110
Callaspph 10 1 2 dzef 3122
BBurnspr 00 0 0
Punto 2b 000 0
Totals 38711 7 Totals 32464
Dakland 000 010 006—7
Houst 100 100—4

20
LO land 9, Houstol

pedes 2 (26) Donaldson (17) Reddlck

(7), K.Hernandez (4). 3B—K.Hernandez

(2). HR—Reddick (6), Ma.Gonzalez (5)

B (ée)spedes (3), Grossman (4). CS—Al-

IP H R ER BB SO
Oakland
Samardzija 6 6 4 4 2 7
Otero %0 0 0 10
Scribner W,1-0 1 0 00 02
DoolittleS,1619 1 0 0 0 0 1
Houston
Feldman 7005 1 1 31
Fields H.5 L0 00 01
Qualls L12BS314 % 4 5 5 1 1
]
85 10 1.0

Sipp pitched to'1 batter in the oth.
Samardzija, Qualls. T—3:15. A—
Y6510 43000,

Dodgers 8, Braves 4

Atlanta Los Angeles
b r h bi ab r hbi
BUptoncf 511 0 DGordn2b 51 10
LaStell2b 413 0 Puigef 5240
Frrmnib 412 2 AdGnzitb 52 32
JUptonlf 401 1 HRmrzss 40 00
Gattisc 400 0 Rojasss 1000
Clhnsn3b 412 0 Crwfrdlf 3112
Doumitrf 300 0 Kemprf 4234
Jschafrprrf1 0 1 0 Uribe3b 40 2 0
ASmnsss 301 1 Jansenp 00 00
Harangp 301 0 Buterac 4000
Varvarp 00 0 0 Beckettp 20 00
RPenaph 100 0 Jwrghtp 0000
Shrevep 00 0 0 Vnslykph 10 10
Jamep 0000 Leaguep 0000
Gosselnph 10 0 0 Howellp 0000
JuTrrsb 1000
Totals 37412 4 Totals 39 8158
Atlanta 102 010 000—4
Los Angeles 20 31x—8
—Uri DP—Los Angeles 1.
B—Atlanta 14, Los Angeles 8. 2B—La

), Ad. Gonzalez 2 (27), Uribe
e (8). 38—Puig (9). HR—
2 (10). SB—B,Upton
on (47), .Crawford (12).Cs—
J.Upton (2). SF— JUD

H R ER BB SO
Atianta
Harang 6 9 4 4 1 3
Varvaro L33 124 33 01
Shreve % 2 11 0 2
Jaime %0 00 01

s Angel

Beckett wmo9 4 4 42
1 Wright oo 0 0 0 2
League W2-2 11 00 10
Howell H,72 oo
Jansen 31-34 00 12

—3:46. A— 49, 530 (56, 000)
Padres 3, Cardinals 1

St. Louis San Diego
ab r h bi ab r hbi
MCrpnt3b 30 1 0 ECarerss 40 10
Wong2b 400 1 Amarstcf 3001
Hollidylf 200 0 Solarte3b 32 11
dmslb 40 1 0 SSmithlf 3010
JhPerltss 40 1 0 Venalerf 3000
Przynsc. 400 0 Dnorfiph-rf1 0 00
Craigrf 300 0 Alonsolb 3000
Jay cf 4010 Gyorko2b 3021
nn p 2110 Rveac 3110
Taversph 101 0 TRossp 2000
Mottep 00 0 0 Grandiph 10 00
Choatep 00 0 0 Boyer 0000
Manessp 000 0 Qcknshp 00 00
Descalsph 00 0 0 CNelsnph 10 00
Sourospr 000 0 Benoitp 00 00
Totals 3116 1 Totals 30363
gLLouls 000 010 0001
a

n Di
258y ), Jh.peratta (1o> chg
(8). DP—San Diego 1. LOB—St. Louis 10,
San Diego 9. 2B—M.Carpenter (24). HR—
Solarte (2). $8—Wong (15). SF—Wong,
Amarista.

IP H R ER BB SO
St. Louis
LynnL,11-8 6 4 2 1 3 6
lotte 11100
Choate % 0 0 0 00
Maness % 1 0 0 0 1
San Di
TRoss W,10-10 6 4 1 1 57
oyer H. 1 1 00 01
Quackenhush He 1 1 0 0 01

0
g hoate (Alonso), by Lynn

<Gycrko) y Benoit (Descalso). WP—Ma-
3:20. A—33,521 (42,302).

Pirates 3, Giants 1

Pittsburgh San Francisco
ab r h bi ab r hbi
JHrrsn3b 311 1 Pencerf 40 00
GPoincrf 40 0 0 GBlanccf 40 10
AMcCtef 40 1 0 Poseylb 40 30
NWalkr2b 40 2 0 Sandovi3b 40 0 0
RMartnc 40 0 0 Morself 4111
IDavislb 311 0 Susac 2000
Morelph 10 0 0 ishikawph 10 00
Melncn 000 0 Uggla2b 3000
Snider | 311 2 BCrwfrss 3000
Watsonp 00 0 0 THudsnp 20 00
Gsnchzph-1b1 0 0 0 MachiD 0000
Mercerss 30 1 0 Ariasph 10 10
Liriano 300 0 Affeldtp 0000
Mrtnz | 1000
Totals 3437 3 Tof 32161
Pittsburgh 120 000 000—3
San Francisco 010 000 000—1
DP—Pittsburgh 1. o8 Plttsburgh
n_Francisc —A.McCi

6, Sa
(0> C plande ). 36-Merear (. H
Siaricon @, Sider (1, Morse 5.
B—A.McCutchen (17).
»

R ER BB SO
Pittsburgh

Liriano W3-7 74 111
jatson H,25 1 1 0000
Melancon52023 1 1 0 0 0 2
San Francisco

THudson L8-8 76 3312
Machi 1 1 0000
Affeldt 10 00 1.0
WP—Liriano.  T—2:45.  A—42,242
(41,915).

Calendar

1 — Last day to trade a player
withut securing waivers.
ug. — Owners’ meetings, Bal-
timore,
Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40
players.
Sept. 30 — Postseason begin:
Ock. 22 — World Series begins, city of
American League champion.
mber TBA — Deadiine for teams
to ke qualitying offers 16 than chaibie
former play (vters who became free agents,
fifth day after World series,
— Deadline for free
agonts To stcant quanfymg offers, 12th
day after World Series.
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Machado’s

The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — The Baltimore
Orioles have a knack for winning
in extra innings and it has nothing
to do with luck.

Manny Machado homered lead-
ing off the 12th inning and the Ori-
oles survived a rocky outing from
starter Chris Tillman in a 7-6 vic-
tory over the Los Angeles Angels
on Tuesday night.

Baltimore is 12-3 in extra in-
nings and has won seven straight.

“To do that, you've got to have
a good effort out of your bullpen
— and we did tonight,” manager
Buck Showalter said.

Orioles relievers gave up one
run and five hits over the final
seven innings. After Ryan Webb
(3-1) worked out of a two-on, two-
out jam in the 12th, Machado took
care of business in the bottom half
with his first career game-ending
homer.

Machado hit a 1-2 breaking
ball from Cory Rasmus (2-1) into
the seats in left field to end the
back-and-forth duel between AL
contenders.

The Orioles were 16-2 in extra
innings in 2012, and this is shap-
ing up to be that kind of year.

“We have good chemistry in the
clubhouse like we did back then
and obviously we have a good bull-
pen as well,” Machado said.

Adam Jones and Nick Markakis
homered for Baltimore, playing its
first home game since the All-Star
break.

Josh Hamilton homered and had
three RBIs for the Angels, who
have dropped eight of their last 11
against the Orioles. Los Angeles
got a solid performance from its
relievers, who allowed three hits
over six-plus innings.

“Our bullpen did a terrific job,”
manager Mike Scioscia said. “You
can’t ask much more from those
guys. We couldn’t get that one hit
that would get the game on our
terms.”

A potential pitching duel be-
tween Jered Weaver and Tillman
turned into a slugfest, as both for-
mer All-Stars left after the fifth in-

v, =

PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP

Baltimore’s Manny Machado hits a game-winning home run leading off the 12th inning as the Orioles
beat the Los Angeles Angels 7-6 on Tuesday night at Camden Yards in Baltimore.

ning with Baltimore leading 6-5.

Weaver gave up a season-high
six earned runs and walked four.
Tillman yielded five runs, three
earned, and six hits — including
three doubles and a home run.

After Hamilton delivered a run-
scoring grounder in the top of the
first, the Orioles scored twice in
the bottom half. Jones drove an
0-2 fastball over the left-field wall
— giving him 20 home runs for a
fourth straight season — and J.J.
Hardy added an RBI single.

Los Angeles capitalized on a
throwing error by Tillman to take
a 3-2 lead in the second before
Machado doubled in a run in the
Orioles’ half.

After Hank Conger hit a sac-
rifice fly for the Angels in the
fourth, Weaver issued two walks
in the bottom half and Markakis
followed with a drive off the right-
field foul pole to make it 6-4.

Hamilton homered in the fifth
and tied it in the seventh with an
infield hit.

Yankees 12, Rangers 11: Brett
Gardner had four hits to go with a
tremendous sliding catch and New
York overcame J.P. Arencibia’s
seven RBIs for host Texas.

Gardner had a leadoff homer
and two doubles, and he reached
base twice in a seven-run sixth
that put the Yankees ahead to
stay.

Arencibia homered twice, in-
cluding a grand slam. He also had
two doubles to be the first Rangers
player with four extra-base hits
since Josh Hamilton’s four-homer
game at Baltimore on May 8, 2012.
The last player with at least seven
RBIs in a loss was Jonathan Lu-
croy in 2012, when Milwaukee fell
to the Chicago Cubs, STATS said.

Twins 2, Royals 1: Kyle Gibson
bounced back for a rocky start

to shut down host Kansas City
and Minnesota held on through a
shaky ninth to beat James Shields
and the Royals.

White Sox 11, Tigers 4: Jose
Abreu and Adam Dunn hit con-
secutive home runs during a
seven-run seventh inning that sent
Chicago past host Detroit.

The White Sox sent 12 hitters to
the plate in the seventh and broke
the game open against Anibal
Sanchez (7-5) and Joakim Soria.
Alexei Ramirez added a three-run
double in the inning.

Mariners 5, Indians 2: Hisashi
Iwakuma (9-5) kept his road re-
cord spotless since last July, pitch-
ing seven strong innings to lead
visiting Seattle over Cleveland.

Blue Jays 4, Red Sox 2: Mar-
cus Stroman had his second solid
start against host Boston in five
days and Colby Rasmus hit a solo
homer to lead Toronto.

n 12th lifts 0’s by Angels

Anthony Gose had a tiebreak-
ing two-run double for the Blue
Jays, who won for the ninth time
in 11 games and improved to 9-3
against the Red Sox this season.

Rays 5, Brewers 1: Alex Cobb
struck out 12 in eight innings and
Ben Zobrist drove in two runs to
help Tampa Bay beat Milwaukee
and get its 11th win in 12 games.

Zobrist hit his ninth home run
in the sixth inning for the only run
off Milwaukee starter Matt Garza.
Zobrist’s double in the eighth off
reliever Will Smith (1-3) put the
Rays ahead for the first time.

Pinch-hitter Logan Forsythe
followed with another RBI double
and the Rays went on to a four-run
inning.

Phillies 6, Mets 0: Cole Hamels
pitched eight shutout innings and
finally got some run support when
Chase Utley hit a grand slam to
lead visiting Philadelphia over
New York.

Reds 3, Diamondbacks O:
Mike Leake pitched into the eighth
inning and singled home a run as
host Cincinnati shut out Arizona.

Cubs 4, Rockies 3 (16):
Catcher John Baker scored the
winning run in the bottom of the
16th inning after pitching a score-
less top half as host Chicago over-
came a three-run deficit to beat
Colorado.

Baker scored on Starlin Castro’s
fly to end game that lasted 6 hours,
27 minute, a record for longest
game by time for both teams.

Padres 3, Cardinals 1: Jedd
Gyorko singled in Yangervis Sol-
arte with the go-ahead run with
two outs in the sixth inning and
Tyson Ross as host San Diego beat
St. Louis.

Pirates 3, Giants 1: Francisco
Liriano struck out a season-high
11 in seven innings to win consec-
utive starts for the first time this
season as visiting Pittsburgh beat
San Francisco.

Josh Harrison hit aleadoff home
run in the first inning and Travis
Snider added a two-run shot in the
second for the Pirates, who moved
within one game of first-place Mil-
waukee in the NL Central.

Make every drive a cleaner one

Speak with a representative online 24/7 at militaryautosource.com
Product Questions = Order Your Vehicle *« Customer Service

Go Green and Save during the Volkswagen TDI Clean Diesel Event

Order before you leave the Middle East
and claim $1,000 in green savings

MILITARY AUTOSOURCE
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Jae C. Hone/AP

The Dodgers’ Matt Kemp watches the flight of his two-run home run in the seventh
inning, his second of the game, against the Atlanta Braves on Tuesday in Los Angeles.

Kemp’s HRs power LA

OF gives Dodgers reason to pause in rumored trade talks

By BETH HARRIS
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Matt Kemp is mak-
ing a case for himself, regardless of where
he’s playing the rest of the season.

With his name being bandied about
ahead of Thursday’s trade deadline, Kemp
hit a pair of two-run homers to power the
Los Angeles Dodgers over the Atlanta
Braves 8-4 Tuesday night.

His four RBIs were a season high as
he surpassed 600 career RBIs with 603.
Kemp is hitting .400 in 10 games since the
All-Star break.

“I'm not worried about any rumors,” he
said. “I’'m just worried about helping my
team win.”

Kemp is playing right field, where he
began his career, having been moved
from center field in the Dodgers’ crowded
outfield.

“T’d play anywhere right now,” he said.
“I'm just happy to be in the lineup.”

Yasiel Puig had four hits with two runs
scored for the first-place Dodgers, who
won their season-high fourth straight.
Adrian Gonzalez is also hitting .400 since
the break. He had two doubles, two runs
scored and two RBIs.

“That’s what we envision offensively,”
Dodgers manager Don Mattingly said.
“We got contributions from all over.”

The Dodgers trailed twice in their first
meeting with the Braves since eliminating
them in a division series last season.

Puig came up a home run short of hitting
for the cycle, lifting his team-leading aver-

age to .317. He struck out in his final at-bat
after tying his career high in hits.

Los Angeles rallied from a two-run defi-
cit to tie it 4-all on an RBI double by Gon-
zalez and an RBI single by Carl Crawford
in the fifth.

That set the stage for outfielders Craw-
ford and Kemp to put the Dodgers ahead
in the seventh.

Crawford had an RBI groundout to sec-
ond base and Kemp followed with his sec-
ond two-run shot over the center field fence
for a 7-4 lead. Gonzalez doubled in another
run in the eighth.

Brandon League (2-2) got the victory in
one inning of relief, allowing one hit and
one walk. Kenley Jansen got four outs for
his 31st save.

Kemp’s first two-run shot in the second
briefly gave the Dodgers a 2-1 lead.

“Matt did a good job hitting that curve-
ball,” Braves starter and former Dodger
Aaron Harang said. “That’s the Matt Kemp
I remember from the first half of 2012.”

Freddie Freeman, who went 2 for 4, put
Atlanta back in front 3-2 in the third with
his own two-run homer. Tommy La Stel-
la tied a career-best with three hits and
scored a run as the Braves’ three-game
winning streak ended.

Anthony Varvaro (3-3) took the loss, giv-
ing up three runs and four hits in one relief
inning.

Dodgers starter Josh Beckett struggled
through another outing. The right-hander
gave up four runs and nine hits in 4 1-3 in-
nings, struck out two and walked one in
dropping to 0-5 in his last six home starts.

Six-run ninth lifts A’s

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Brandon Moss was hav-
ing a frustrating night before the ninth
inning.

Mired in an 0-for-14 rut, Moss turned
things around on one pitch.

He hit a go-ahead single during a six-
run rally in the ninth inning that sent the
Oakland Athletics to a 7-4 victory over the
Houston Astros on Tuesday night.

Josh Reddick homered for the AL West-
leading A’s and Yoenis Cespedes had three
hits, including two doubles.

“It had not been a very good day until
that last at-bat,” Moss said. “I was just try-
ing to battle, stay on the ball a little bit. Get
on base any way I could. If I got a good
pitch to hit, hit it hard.”

Oakland trailed 4-1 in the ninth before
pinch-hitter Alberto Callaspo had a two-
run single off closer Chad Qualls (1-2).

After Houston couldn’t turn a potential
game-ending double play on John Jaso’s
grounder, Jed Lowrie walked and Ces-
pedes tied it with a single.

Moss ended his slump with the RBI sin-
gle off Tony Sipp and then Josh Donaldson
hit a two-run double off Jose Veras.

“We always have confidence in him,”
Oakland manager Bob Melvin said of
Moss. “He’s played himself into a role here
this year where he’s getting at-bats against
left-handers, too, and doing some damage,
and no more than that one right there.”

Evan Scribner (1-0) got the win and
Sean Doolittle pitched the ninth for his
16th save.

“They just found some holes when they
needed to and hit the ball on the screws
when they needed to,” Qualls said. “I just
didn’t get it done.”

Marwin Gonzalez homered off the left-
field foul pole in the first inning to give the
Astros a 1-0 lead. Enrique Hernandez had
an RBI triple as part of a two-run fifth and
an RBI double in seventh to give the Astros
the 4-1 lead.

“Any time you lose games in the eighth
or ninth inning, those are tough games to
lose,” Houston manager Bo Porter said.

A’s starter Jeff Samardzija gave up four
runs and six hits with seven strikeouts in 6
% innings.

“I'm not happy with how I pitched, but to
keep it close and give these guys a chance,
sometimes that’s all I need,” Samardzija
said.

Did you know

Tuesday's win was
the A’s sixth this season
when trailing after eight
innings and was the
second time they scored

at least six runs in the ninth
this year. Oakland scored
seven runs in the top of the
ninth on April 25, also at
Houston.

Davip J. PHiLLIp/AP

Oakland’s Brandon Moss, left, and Yoenis
Cespedes celebrate after scoring on
Josh Donaldson’s double during the ninth
inning against Houston on Tuesday.

“We were in position to win the ball,
and just were not able to close it out.”

SOURCE: The Associated Press

Marlins win sixth straight

By CHRISTOPHER STOCK
The Associated Press

MIAMI — The Miami Marlins have got-
ten contributions from a number of play-
ers during their recent surge. On Tuesday
night, their two All-Stars led them.

Henderson Alvarez pitched seven score-
less innings, Giancarlo Stanton drove in
two runs and the surging Marlins beat Ste-
phen Strasburg and the Washington Na-
tionals 3-0 for their sixth straight win.

Christian Yelich also drove in a run for
the Marlins, who have won nine of their
last 10.

“Guys are excited, there’s a lot of confi-
dence,” manager Mike Redmond said.

Steve Cishek loaded the bases in the
ninth before striking out Anthony Rendon
to record his 27th save in 30 chances.

At 53-53, the Marlins have climbed back
to the .500 mark for the first time since
June 25 when they were 39-39. They trail
the Nationals by five games in the NL
East.

“They’ve got the ability to roll off like
they’re rolling right now,” Nationals man-
ager Matt Williams said.

Strasburg (7-9) allowed one run and four
hits in seven innings after allowing four
runs in each of his last two starts.

Alvarez (8-5), who issued a season-high

four walks, got out of a bases-loaded jam
with no outs in the second inning. He got
help from third baseman Casey McGe-
hee, who made a diving catch to rob Nate
McLouth from extra bases for the second
out in the inning.

“When you’re winning ballgames, guys
are making big plays,” Redmond said.

The Marlins got to Strasburg in the sixth
when Stanton doubled to left to score a run.
Stanton came into the game hitless in his
last nine at-bats, striking out eight times.

“I haven’t felt good for a while now,”
Stanton said. “I did a little different set
in pregame, so hopefully I'm feeling bet-
ter and more comfortable at the plate and
today was a good plus.”

Yelich hit an RBI double in the eighth to
give Miami a 2-0 lead and Stanton drove
him in two batters later.

Miami’s Jeff Baker had his career-best
11-game hitting streak snapped with an 0-
for-3 night.

Bryce Harper had two of the Nationals
five hits.

Both teams could be looking to make
moves before Thursday’s non-waiver trade
deadline.

“Any help we can get to make us better
is always good,” Stanton said. “You never
what it’s going to be or if there’s going to be
one, but any additions will help.”
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Browns WR Gordon plans pot defense

By Tom WITHERS
The Associated Press

BEREA, Ohio — Josh Gordon has a new, high-
profile teammate to help him fight the NFL.

Facing an indefinite suspension for marijuana
use, Cleveland’s talented wide receiver has hired at-
torney Maurice Suh to represent him at his appeal
hearing with the league this week, a person familiar
with the decision told The Associated Press. Suh,
who helped Seahawks cornerback Richard Sher-
man win an appeal for a suspension in 2012, will be
with Gordon in New York on Friday, according to
the person who spoke to The Associated Press on
Tuesday on condition of anonymity because of the
sensitive nature of the talks.

ESPN first reported Suh’s hiring.

Gordon is facing an indefinite ban under the
league’s substance abuse policy. While he awaits
his hearing, the Pro Bowler has been at training
camp with the Browns. He has declined interview
requests.

Suh helped Sherman win his appeal of a substance
abuse violation on the grounds of a faulty test.

According to the person who spoke to the AP, Gor-
don will contend failed test results were caused by
secondhand marijuana smoke. Gordon’s attorney
also is expected to point out that Gordon only tested
positive once despite being tested over 70 times, and
even then two samples taken did not match.

ESPN and profootballtalk.com were first to report

Briefly

Gordon’s plans to clear his name.

Gordon, who failed at least three drug tests in col-
lege for marijuana, was suspended for two games
last season for what he claimed was for a prescribed
cough medicine. Despite the suspension, he still
led the league in yards receiving and broke several
team records. The 23-year-old reportedly checked
into rehab following a recent DWI arrest in Raleigh,
N.C.

The Browns are eager to find out if they will have
Gordon at all this season.

Pro Bowl tight end Jordan Cameron said the
uncertainty has weighed on Gordon as he waits to
learn his fate.

“He’s trying to be positive,” Cameron said after
Monday’s practice. “It’s one of those things, he
doesn’t know. It’s up in the air right now. It’s hard
for him to have a say either way, so he’s just grind-
ing. He’s out here every day and he’s working hard
and that’s all you can ask of him.”

If Gordon loses his appeal, he’ll have to wait one
year to apply to Commissioner Roger Goodell for
reinstatement.

Gordon could be helped by the public outcry over
the league’s handling of Baltimore running back
Ray Rice’s case. Rice was suspended two games by
Goodell for violating the league’s personal conduct
policy. Rice was arrested following a Feb. 15 alter-
cation in Atlantic City, N.J., in which he allegedly
struck then-fiancée Janay Palmer.

Cleveland Browns wide receiver Josh Gordon runs during a
conditioning test at the team’s training camp in Berea, Ohio, last
Friday. Gordon faces a suspension for marijuana use.

NASCAR suspends Hamlin crew chief six races

The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — NAS-
CAR suspended Denny Hamlin’s
crew chief and car chief on Tues-
day for six races because the
Joe Gibbs Racing entry failed
inspection following his third-
place finish at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway.

Darian Grubb and Wesley
Sherrill were both suspended
through the Sept. 6 race at Rich-
mond. Grubb, the crew chief, was
also fined $125,000.

It strips Hamlin of two vital
crew members during the stretch
of the season he would be putting
the finishing touches on prepara-
tions for NASCAR’s title-decid-
ing, 10-race Chase for the Sprint
Cup championship. Grubb and
Sherrill, who also each received
six months’ probation, are not
eligible to return until the Chase
opener, Sept. 14 at Chicago.

JGR said in a statement it will
appeal the penalty, but Grubb and
Sherrill will begin serving their

the fans ran by looking for some
sort of acknowledgement.

Francesco Totti scored the only
goal on a cross from Alessandro
Florenzi from the right side in the
58th minute.

In other soccer news:

® English Premier League ref-
erees will start using a vanishing
spray to prevent encroachment by
players in a defensive wall during
free kicks.

The water-based, shaving
cream-like foam was successful-
ly deployed by FIFA at the World
Cup in Brazil and will be used
by the Premier League when the
new season starts next month. It
ensures players lining up in a wall
against a free kick respect the 10-
yard distance from the ball.

Elsewhere:

m Dallas Cowboys rookie de-
fensive end DeMarcus Lawrence
will miss at least two months after
breaking his right foot in practice
at training camp.

A person familiar with the situ-

suspensions immediately. Under
NASCAR rules, suspended com-
petitors can compete until the
appeal process is complete, but
delaying sitting out would extend
the suspensions into the Chase

ation told The Associated Press on
Wednesday that Lawrence would
have surgery and miss eight to
12 weeks. The person spoke on
condition of anonymity because
the team had not announced the

Tony GUTIERREZ/AP
Police officers walk over to remove a fan that made it onto the field and proceeded to take a selfie with

Real Madrid’s Isco, right, in the second half of a match against Roma on Tuesday in Dallas. Several fans
made it onto the field, some able to acquire autographs from players, in the match’s final minutes.

should JGR not get portions of the
penalty overturned.

Also, Hamlin and team owner
Joe Gibbs were docked 75 points
apiece in the driver and owner
standings. It dropped Hamlin
from 11th to 21st in the Sprint
Cup standings. But, as a race win-
ner already this season, Hamlin
is likely guaranteed a spot in the
16-driver Chase field.

Hamlin’s car failed post-race
inspection Sunday because NAS-
CAR said it found issues with

several of the covers in the rear
firewall of the driver compart-
ment. Loose or missing covers
could vent the driver compart-
ment and create more downforce
for the car.

The penalty was considered
a PS infraction under the scale
NASCAR implemented this sea-
son. It clearly defines penalties
and their punishments on a P1 to
P6 scale.

Penalties found post-race are
subjected to an additional 25 point

deduction and an increase of the
fine by up to $50,000 than if they
would have been found before
the race. NASCAR has deemed a
PS5 penalty so serious, it does not
consider intent.

Fans run on field during
Real Madrid-Roma match

DALLAS — Approximately 20
fans ran on the field in the 87th
minute of AS Roma’s 1-0 victory
over Real Madrid at the Cotton

Bowl on Tuesday night, disrupt-
ing play in the International
Champions Cup match.

The group of mostly young men
appeared to overwhelm the secu-
rity officials working the game.
One man waived a Palestinian
flag as he ran across the field.

Players and officials waited
patiently as the visitors were
rounded up and removed from
the scene. Some of the players
stretched while others just stood
with their hands on their hips as

injury.
W Bengals defensive tack-
le Geno Atkins joined in his
first training camp practice on
‘Wednesday, a big step in his come-
back from a torn knee ligament.

One of the NFL’s top interior
linemen, Atkins had been limited
to working out on a side field for
the first week of training camp.
He was cleared to join the team
for practice on Wednesday. Coach
Marvin Lewis said he’ll be limit-
ed at the outset.
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Flexing its muscles

American Athletic Conference touts
its strength | college football, Page 23

year’s disappointing
7-9 season.

PauL Sancva/AP

The Associated Press

ALLEN PARK, Mich.

atthew
Stafford
became
the De-

troit Lions’ all-time
leading passer last
season.

But that accom-
plishment got lost in
the closing stretch
of a disappointing
season.

He finished last
season with 17,457

yards passing to sur-
pass Hall of Famer
Bobby Layne’s team re-
cord, but he threw five
interceptions during a
late three-game skid that
dropped the Lions out of
playoff contention.
He’s still looking to re-
gain his form from his only
playoff season, when he
ended 2011 with 5,038 yards

v

By the numbers

Regaining
his form?

Stafford tries to bounce
back from subpar year

and 41 touchdown passes with
Jjust 16 interceptions. He’s thrown
more interceptions each season
since. The arrival of a new coach-
ing staff could be just the thing.

“Our head coach has been
to Super Bowls, has won Super
Bowls,” he said of Jim Caldwell,
who won Super Bowls as an as-
sistant coach in Tampa Bay and
Baltimore and was hired after
Detroit fired Jim Schwartz at the
end of a 7-9 season.

“Having those guys around the
building means a lot to us. It’s
something we haven’t had in the
past.”

Offensive  coordinator ~ Joe
Lombardi, who spent the past five
seasons as Drew Brees’ quarter-
backs coach in New Orleans, also
should help as Stafford looks to
reverse a run that has seen his
yardage and completion percent-
age drop slightly in each of the
past two seasons.

SEE FORM ON PAGE 26
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Interceptions
Matthew

Stafford

threw last
season. His
career high
was 20 in

L 2009.
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Number of times
Stafford fumbled
last season,
far and away a
career high. His
next worst year
was 2012, when
he had six.

19 12 84.2

Quarterback
rating for Stafford
last season, up
from 79.8 the
previous season.
His career-best
QB rating is 97.2,
set in 2011.

SOURCE: nfl.com
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