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Bumgarner, 
right,  and Buster 
Posey celebrate 
after winning the 
World Series  on 
Wednesday  in 
Kansas City, Mo. 
DAVID EULITT, KANSAS 
CITY (MO.) STAR/MCT
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Bumgarner leads 
San Francisco to 
dynasty status  
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BY CHRIS CARROLL

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Troops who deploy to 
Africa to fight Ebola will likely return to their 
home bases before they undergo 21 days of 
quarantine, including those from a number of 
major installations in the United States.  

And simply passing through the Ebola zone 

in West Africa, or making a quick flight in and 
out, isn’t enough to require quarantine.

Military planners are working out the details 
of the Ebola quarantine order Defense Secre-
tary Chuck Hagel issued Wednesday, but some 
broad measures have already emerged from 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, which must deliver an 
implementation plan within about two weeks.

“We’re developing that now, and some of it 

we already know,” Air Force Col. Edward W. 
Thomas Jr., spokesman for Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Martin Dempsey, 
said Thursday.

One returning group already has been
placed in what the Pentagon calls “enhanced
monitoring” at their home base.

SEE QUARANTINE ON PAGE 9

Pentagon developing Ebola quarantine measures
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BY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes

 STUTTGART, Germany 
— Russian jets are conducting  a 
growing number of patrols near 
NATO territory, prompting a 
 spike in the  intercepts carried out 
by alliance  aircraft this year and 
raising concerns about air traffic 
safety , alliance officials said. 

Since Russia’s annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimea Peninsula in 
March, Russian aircraft have 
increased their activity near 
Russia’s borders with NATO, ac-
cording to the 28-nation alliance. 
 In the past two days, Russian  air-
craft formations have grown in 
size, prompting NATO to scram-
ble multiple fighters in response.

“These sizable Russian flights 
represent an unusual level of air 
activity over European airspace,” 
Lt. Col. Jay Janzen, a spokesman 
with  Supreme Headquarters Al-
lied Powers Europe in Mons, Bel-
gium, said in a statement.

So far this year, NATO has con-
ducted more than 100 intercepts 
of Russian aircraft, which is three 
times more than were conducted 
in all of 2013, according to NATO. 
In response to Russia’s increased 
activity in the region, NATO has 
beefed up its air policing mission 
in the Baltics from four to 16 jets. 

Scrambles and intercepts are 
standard air policing procedure 
when an unknown aircraft nears 
NATO airspace. However, NATO 
officials say flights over interna-
tional airspace also pose a poten-
tial risk to civil aviation since the 
Russian military often do not file 
flight plans and fly with their on-
board transponders turned off, 
making them invisible to civilian 
air traffic control.

On  Wednesday, NATO radars 
detected and tracked eight Rus-
sian aircraft flying in formation 
over the North Sea. In response, 
F-16 aircraft from the Royal Nor-
wegian Air Force were scrambled 
to shadow the  formation that in-
cluded four Tu-95 Bear H strate-
gic bombers  and four Il-78 tanker 
aircraft . 

Six of the Russian aircraft then 
turned back to the north east to-
ward  Russia, while two  of the 
bombers continued south west, 
parallel to the Norwegian coast, 
NATO said in a statement.

That set off a series of NATO in-

tercepts from multiple countries 
as alliance fighters monitored 
 the two Russian  aircraft, which 
traveled over the North Sea and 
over the Atlantic Ocean west of 
Portugal before turning north 
for the west coast of the United 
Kingdom. By late Wednesday, 
the Russian aircraft appeared to 
be headed back  to Russia, NATO 
said. F-16s from the Portuguese 
air force and British Typhoons 
were scrambled  while military 
radar tacked the movements of 
the Russians.

“The bomber and tanker air-
craft from Russia did not file 
flight plans or maintain radio 
contact with civilian air traffic 
control authorities, and they were 
not using on-board transpon-
ders,” NATO stated. 

Also on Wednesday, NATO ra-
dars detected and tracked four 
Russian aircraft —   two Tu-95s 
 and  two Su-27 Flanker  fighter jets 

— flying over the Black Sea in in-
ternational airspace .   Turkish air 
force fighter jets intercepted th e 
planes, NATO said.

The Russian air force routinely 
uses its Tu-95s, powered by mas-
sive counter-rotating turboprops, 
for long-range maritime recon-
naissance and search-and-rescue 
patrols. Like the B-52 Stratofor-
tress, its U.S. counterpart from 
the 1950s, the Bear has been 
continuously modernized and 
upgraded and is expected to re-
main in service for another two 
decades.

Meanwhile, German Typhoon 
 aircraft on Tuesday intercepted 
seven Russian fighters flying in 
international airspace over the 
Baltic Sea. In that case, Russian 
aircraft had filed a flight plan and 
were using transponders, but did 
not maintain contact with civilian 
air control as is standard proto-
col, NATO reported.

A  German air force spokes-
man said allies have grown ac-
customed to scrambling jets in 
response to Russian activity, but 
 said what is  unusual in recent
instances is the size and scope of
the Russian formations.

“The special character of this 
situation was that we not just had
to deal with one, but with seven, 
planes,” the German spokesman
said.

Russia maintains a major air
force base in Kaliningrad, home 
to Russia’s Baltic fleet, and train-
ing flights are routine in the re-
gion. NATO officials have stated 
they don’t oppose Russian maneu-
vers in international airspace but
that they should follow flight pro-
tocols such as filing flight plans
and making their movements vis-
ible to civil air traffic control. 
Marcus Klöckner contributed to this 
story.
vandiver.john@stripes.com

NATO responds to Russian flyovers
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BY ASHLEY ROWLAND

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — An in-
spector general’s report has cited 
hundreds of potentially dangerous 
housing code violations, ranging 
from missing sprinkler systems 
to exposed copper wiring, in U.S. 
military housing in South Korea 
although only 11 were considered 
serious.

Most of the violations were 
related to inadequate upkeep of 
housing facilities, according to 
the  Tuesday report, which found 
that “housing visits and inspec-
tions were not being conducted 
in accordance with established 
instructions and procedures.”

Twelve percent of the occupied 
buildings at 13 U.S. Forces Korea 
military installations — ranging 
from family housing to barracks 
and dormitories for unaccom-
panied servicemembers — were 
reviewed during the IG’s March 
10 to April 24 inspections. The 
checks found 646 deficiencies in 
277 units, mechanical rooms and 
common areas.

The 11 “critical” deficiencies 
included an out-of-service fire 
alarm system at U.S. Army Gar-
rison Yongsan, which left the oc-
cupants of one building with no 
means of fire detection. Furnaces 
in two other buildings at the Seoul 
base were leaking heating oil onto 
an electric blower motor, posing a 
fire hazard.

At Camp Jackson, one build-
ing was not electrically grounded 
according to code, posing the 
possibility of electrocution. Four 
buildings at Camp Bonifas lacked 
carbon monoxide alarms.

An improperly bonded con-
ductor at Camp Stanley posed a 

fire, shock and electrocution risk, 
and four buildings lacked carbon 
monoxide alarms.

Camp Humphreys had three 
fire or electrocution risks, in-
cluding a building that was not 
grounded per code and an exten-
sion drop cord in another that 
was improperly wired. Energized 
copper wire was exposed in an el-
evator equipment room.

The 11 violations were deemed 
critical enough to require im-
mediate attention; all have been 
corrected since the spring in-
spections or were expected to be 
completed last summer, accord-
ing to correspondence from in-
stallation officials included in the 
IG report.

“The health and safety of our 
service members and their fami-
lies in Korea is a top priority,” 
USFK said in an email. “As a re-
sult, the affected service compo-
nents have taken and continue to 
take corrective action.”

Overall, the IG inspection 
found poor record keeping and 
overworked housing workers.

Among the other findings:
� At U.S. Army Garrison Yong-

san, the inspection found a lack of 
follow-up reports on three hous-
ing units previously found to have 
high radon levels.
� At U.S. Army Garrison Hum-

phreys, mold — a common prob-
lem during South Korea’s humid 
summers — was found in housing 
units due to inconsistent upkeep 
of air handling and ventilation 
systems, and no data on levels of 
radon, a gas linked to lung cancer, 
w ere available.
� Osan Air Base had not ad-

dressed elevated radon levels at 
some buildings, and along with 

Camps Walker and Henry, did 
not have mandated radon reduc-
tion programs in place.
� Osan had only one Airman 

Dormitory Leader per 340 rooms; 
the Air Force’s maximum ratio is 
one ADL per 145 rooms. At Kun-
san Air Base, each ADL was re-
sponsible for an average of more 
than 200 rooms. 

Overall, the report said instal-
lation personnel who deal with 
housing recognize the need for 
improvements but noted “chal-
lenges such as the lack of train-
ing, and short deployments, which 
increased turnover and reduced 
continuity in housing services. 
Contributing factors included a 
lack of translation (English to Ko-
rean) of standards, codes, proce-
dures, and instructions, and their 
implementation.”

The IG reiterated a call it made 
earlier this month in a report on 
military housing in Japan for 
the creation of a uniform policy 
on mold and radon control and 
remediation.

“Based on our inspection, the 
significant presence of mold and 
DoD’s current ad hoc approach to 
radon mitigation places unneces-
sary risk on the warfighter and 
their dependents,” said a  Tuesday 
memo to top military officials, in-
cluded in the report. “The OIG 
DOD firmly believes that seri-
ous health hazards such as these 
need to be addressed at the DoD 
level.” 

The under secretary of defense 
for acquisition, technology and 
logistics disagreed with the rec-
ommendation, saying there was 
no U.S. federal standard for mold 
and radon.
rowland.ashley@stripes.com

BY MATTHEW M. BURKE

Stars and Stripes

A U.S. federal judge has ruled that a 
class-action lawsuit filed by about 200 Navy 
sailors and Marines can proceed against 
Japanese utility TEPCO and other defen-
dants who they blame for a variety of ail-
ments from radiation exposure following a 
nuclear reactor meltdown 3½ years ago.

In a decision released Tuesday, Southern 
District of California Judge Janis Sammar-
tino ruled that the suit can be amended to 
add the builders of the Fukushima-Daichi 

Nuclear Power Plant reactors — General 
Electric, EBASCO, Toshiba and Hitachi 
— as defendants. 

Sammartino also denied a change of 
venue to Japan and dismissed several minor 
aspects of the suit. The plaintiffs’ lawyers 
have until Nov. 18 to make changes to their 
filings. “It is not over, but we have won the 
major battle,” lawyer Charles Bonner wrote 
in an email to his clients that was provided 
to Stars and Stripes. 

“THANK GOD!!!!!” responded Lindsay 
Cooper, the first USS Ronald Reagan sailor 
to come forward and report an illness.

Sammartino’s ruling was a bit of a sur-
prise. The Defense Department, including 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health 
Affairs Dr. Jonathan Woodson, have con-
cluded that the illnesses are not a result 
of the servicemembers’ work in Operation 
Tomodachi, in which a massive earthquake 
on March 11, 2011, spawned a tsunami that 
swamped the nuclear plant.

The suit was first filed in 2012 by a small 
group of sailors off the USS Ronald Reagan, 
who alleged that TEPCO’s misinformation 
coaxed U.S. forces closer to the affected 
areas and made them sick. More ailing ser-

vicemembers came forward citing expo-
sure-related ailments such as unexplained
cancers, excessive bleeding and thyroid is-
sues. The suit has been refiled a number of
times, adding plaintiffs and, more recently, 
additional defendants.

TEPCO tried to have the case dismissed. 
Oral arguments were presented Aug. 25.

Bonner and a fellow attorney for the sail-
ors, Paul Garner, said additional plaintiffs
are continuing to come forward with “seri-
ous ailments from radiation,” according to a
statement released by the legal team. 
burke.matt@stripes.com

BY MATTHEW M. BURKE

Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — A 
Marine barricaded himself at his 
home in Okinawa’s Camp Lester 
housing area Thursday, setting 
off a standoff with military police 
that ended peacefully, Marine 
Corps officials said.

Residents said they were evac-
uated early Thursday from the 
isolated cluster of military hous-
ing on a hill in the rear of the Ma-
rines base and had been told the 
man had an M-16 rifle.

The scene was secured by 
emergency personnel and MPs 
so there was no danger to nearby 

homes, neighboring residents or 
the Camp Lester middle school,
which observed normal class 
hours, Marine officials said.

About a dozen more MPs ar-
rived later as spectators gath-
ered across the street, which was
closed off to nonresidents. To-
ward the end of the standoff, law 
enforcement officials approached
the house on the back of a truck,
carrying rifles and wearing body
armor and helmets.

A Marine Corps statement said
the situation was safely de-esca-
lated by 1 p.m. and the Marine 
was walked outside.
burke.matt@stripes.com

PACIFIC

IG: Hundreds of housing 
violations on USFK bases

Judge: TEPCO suit over alleged radiation exposure can proceed

Marine barricaded in 
Camp Lester housing 
on Okinawa surrenders

MATTHEW M. BURKE/Stars and Stripes

An ambulance arrives on the scene just after 1 p.m. Thursday as a 
standoff on Okinawa’s Camp Lester housing area came to a peaceful 
end.  A lone Marine had barricaded himself in his home Thursday 
morning. 
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‘Value Brand’ key to DeCA’s revival plans
 BY TOM PHILPOTT

The Defense Commissary 
Agency  faced a tough operating 
environment in the fiscal year that 
ended Sept. 30 as sales fell by 4.3 
percent.

The drop was due in part to 
commissaries closing for six days 
during a government shutdown 
last fall.  But patrons also saw the 
worth of their benefit debated for 
months after the Obama adminis-
tration proposed cutting DeCA’s 
annual appropriation of $1.4 bil-
lion to $400 million by 2017, with 
the idea that average shopper sav-
ings of 31 percent could be pared 
by one third.

Congress rejected the plan this 
year, but commissaries are ex-
pected to be targeted again in the 
2016 defense budget to be unveiled 
next February.

On Tuesday, in a speech to the 
American Logistics Association’s 
annual convention in Washing-
ton, DeCA Director Joseph H. Jeu 
shared his plan for marching past 
budget uncertainty with fresh ac-
tions to sustain the benefit includ-
ing a full-throttle modernization 
of its business operations over the 
next five years.

“There’s been a lot of bad pub-
licity,” Jeu  said  after his speech. 
“But the point is, now we have a 
lot of good things going on.” 

Jeu reviewed for vendors and 
brokers a host of initiatives to 
enrich the shopping experience 
worldwide, including a new “Value 
Brand” program to take effect this 
November. Shelves worldwide will 
be stocked with 350 brand name 

goods priced to match or to fall 
below prices of generic or “private 
label” products being sold by com-
mercial grocers outside the gate.

Discounts on Value Brand items, 
to be identified with bright orange 
shelf tags, could be as much as 50 
percent below private label, Jeu 
said.  The average added savings 
across all Value Brand items will 
be about 20 percent, he said, and 
that’s below normal commissary 
discounts.

“We are really excited about 
this,” Jeu told attendees.

Though Jeu refused to confirm 
it, the Value Brand initiative ap-
pears to have been sparked by 
controversial testimony last May 
of Adm. James A. Winnefeld Jr., 
the Joint Chiefs vice chairman, 
before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee.

In defending the plan to  cut the 
commissary subsidy and to free 
up $1 billion a year by 2017 to pro-
tect training and readiness, Win-
nefeld argued that commissaries 
could be run more efficiently.  At 
one point he recounted his recent 
experience shopping for ibuprofen 
and finding a dramatically better 
price at a commercial grocery 
chain store .

Winnefeld said the commercial 
grocer sold ibuprofen for $4.49 
under a private label while the 
commissary price was $7.98 for a 
brand name, just a dollar less than 
the same brand sold off base.  Win-
nefeld used that to urge Congress 
to drop a requirement that com-
missaries stock only recognizable 
brand name goods.

Hours after his testimony, lob-

byists for the military resale com-
munity let it be known the four-star 
officer had his facts wrong. Had 
Winnefeld shopped more careful-
ly, he would have found the Good 
Sense brand of ibuprofen, in 100-
tablet bottles, selling at the com-
missary for only $2.39.

Jeu didn’t reference that in dis-
cussing the Value Brand rollout 
with industry representatives.  
They knew the issue well, how-
ever, because Winnefeld’s ibupro-
fen story had caused headaches 
for defenders of the commissary 
benefit.

Jeu did explain that more than 
a decade ago DeCA had launched 
a “very similar” program to com-
pete with private labels called 
Best Value Items. But it wasn’t 
explained well to patrons and lost 
momentum, he said. Value Brand 
“re-energizes” the concept by 
clearly defining that the orange 
tag means a price equal to or 
below private label. Also, every 
Value Brand item will be stocked 
next to a recognizable national 
brand so shoppers “can compare 
prices to see the value.”

Initially the items will span 30 
product categories including ce-
real, peanut butter, canned sea-
food, detergent, paper products 
and health care items. By Janu-
ary, up to 15 more categories will 

be added.
“So this program is going to 

grow not only in emphasis but 
in variety as well as number of 
items” Jeu said.

He acknowledged that budget 
challenges remain. The admin-
istration sought a cut of $200 
million in commissary funds 
for fiscal 2015 and also a change 
in law to allow DeCA to begin to 
mark up prices “to make up the 
difference.” 

The Senate committee rejected 
the first year cut entirely. The 
House-passed version of the de-
fense bill accepted only half of it, 
but directs DeCA to absorb the 
$100 million cut without raising 
prices, and to hire a grocery in-
dustry expert to study the impact 
on patrons of making far deeper 
cuts to commissary funding.

Despite a “disappointing” drop 
in store sales in fiscal 2014, Jeu 
said DeCA has many initiatives to 
increase customer traffic. Besides 
Value Brand it has begun “lot 
product” sales, popular with cus-
tomers seeking deeper savings.

To increase the number of items 
purchased per customer, DeCA 
is urging vendors to offer more 
multi-purchase discounts, incen-
tives and packaging.

“All those things will encour-
age people to buy maybe multiple 
items versus just the one item they 
are thinking about buying,” Jeu 
said.

In January, commissaries 
began scanning patron ID cards 
at entrances. Besides verify-
ing shopping eligibility, DeCA is 
using the scans to collect data on 

customers including rank, family
size and whether they are active
duty, retiree, reserve component
member or dependent. 

 Personal identifiable informa-
tion is not collected, Jeu said.
DeCA wants the data it collects
in order to better understand and 
serve patrons, he said.

DeCA also has a consultant con-
ducting a branding study to advise
on how to create a “commissary
culture” that would be valued by
patrons, consistent across all stores
and delivers a “constant brand ex-
perience” shoppers value. The re-
search involves focus groups with 
patrons, meetings with managers
and tag-along shopping, Jeu said. 

Early findings are that “the
commissary is really more than a
grocery store. It provides a sense
of military community,” Jeu said.

Commissaries also are moving
into e-commerce with develop-
ment a secure “commissary app”
to shop by smart phones and other 
mobile devices. Soon, he said, 
patrons will be able to review 
all commissary prices remotely,
order groceries electronically and
pick up full shopping orders at
commissary docks.

Sales data from patrons test-
ing this “click-and-go” technology
and digital coupons at select com-
missaries show they spend almost
three times as much per shopping 
trip as patrons pushing carts in-
side the stores, Jeu said.
Send comments to Military Update, P.O. 
Box 231111, Centreville, VA, 20120, email 
milupdate@aol.com or twitter: Tom 
Philpott @Military_Update.

MILITARY
 UPDATE

2 men are convicted in 
scheme to sell silencers

 The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — A Navy in-
telligence official and a Califor-
nia hot-rod mechanic were found 
guilty Wednesday on federal con-
spiracy charges stemming from 
a mysterious scheme to manu-
facture hundreds of AK-47 rifle 
silencers for a secret military 
project.

Lee M. Hall, a civilian Navy in-
telligence official at the Pentagon, 
and Mark S. Landersman, the 
mechanic, were convicted of con-
spiring to build 349 untraceable 
silencers — without a firearms li-
cense — and shipping them across 
state lines for a sensitive mission 
that was never fully explained in 
court.

U.S. District Judge Leonie 
Brinkema, who delivered the 
verdicts after bench trials in Al-
exandria, Va., said she was un-
convinced by defense attorneys’ 
assertions that the silencers were 
needed for a clandestine purpose 
and were necessarily obtained 
outside of normal channels. “I do 
not accept the argument that be-
cause this might have been covert, 
that somehow that excuses the 
participants from playing by the 
rules,” she said.

Prosecutors had argued that 

the silencer contract was a $1.6 
million sweetheart deal intended 
to enrich Landersman, a strug-
gling auto mechanic and machin-
ist from Temecula, Calif.

His brother, David Landersman, 
served as Hall’s boss at the Penta-
gon as the senior director for intel-
ligence in an obscure Navy office. 
Prosecutors have accused David 
Landersman of masterminding 
the contract to help his brother, 
who had been mired in bankrupt-
cy. He has been labeled an unin-
dicted co-conspirator in the case 
but has not been charged.

According to trial testimony, 
Hall and the Landersman broth-
ers went to unusual lengths to con-
ceal the silencer purchase from 
other Navy officials and contract-
ing representatives. Three Navy 
officials said they had approved 
David Landersman’s request to 
spend the money on intelligence 
studies, not a weapons deal.

Hall later told another Navy 
official that the silencers were 
intended for Navy SEAL Team 6 . 
Representatives for SEAL Team 6 
told agents from the Naval Crimi-
nal Investigative Service that they 
had not ordered the silencers and 
didn’t know anything about them. 
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Stars and Stripes

 The Pentagon will offer medi-
cal examinations and long-term 
health monitoring to service-
members and veterans exposed 
to chemical warfare agents in 
Iraq as part of a review of how the 
military handled encounters with 
chemical munitions during the 
American occupation, The New 
York Times reported Wednesday.

An Oct. 15 Times story found 
that while the United States had 
gone to war looking for an ac-
tive weapons of mass destruction 
program, troops instead qui-
etly found and suffered from the 
remnants of the long-abandoned 
arsenal.

Since that article, which de-
tailed instances of exposure that 
the military kept secret in some 
cases for nearly a decade, more 
veterans and servicemembers 
have come forward, the Times 
reported. To date, neither the 
Pentagon nor any of the ser-
vices have released a full list of 
chemical weapons recoveries and 

exposures.
The Times found that the mili-

tary did not follow its own guide-
lines in the initial care of many 
patients, and did not establish a 
means for tracking their health, 
as guidelines also required.

In response, two senior Army 
doctors said in interviews this 
week that new medical examina-
tions for troops and veterans who 
were exposed to chemical muni-
tions would begin in early 2015. 
The Navy too has announced it 
will ramp up care.

Maj. Gen. Gary Cheek, deputy 
commanding general for Army 
operations, said the accounts of 
poor medical care and follow-up 
were disturbing. “I am not going 
to try to excuse it,” he said.

But he defended the classifica-
tion of chemical weapons inci-
dents, telling the Times that the 
military did not want to provide 
information to insurgents that 
Iraq’s old chemical munitions 
“could be effective.”

Rear Adm. John Kirby, Defense 

Secretary Chuck Hagel’s spokes-
man, suggested that position is 
under review. “The secretary 
obviously remains committed to 
preserving operational security 
but also recognizes the value in 
making available as much infor-
mation as possible to veterans 
preparing — or continuing to file 
— VA claims,” he said.

The new accounts increase to at 
least 25 the number of U.S. troops 
exposed to chemical agents. 

The latest accounts mostly fit a 
familiar pattern, the Times wrote. 
They include two Army bomb 
disposal technicians who picked 
up a mustard shell at a roadside 
bombing in 2004; two Navy dis-
posal technicians who handled 
mustard shells in 2006 and 2007; 
and members of an Army infan-
try platoon who said they were 

denied decontamination and swift 
medical evaluation after inhaling 
mustard vapors in 2008, when 
soldiers were destroying a buried 
chemical-munitions stockpile.

The accounts of still other 
troops and veterans suggest there 
were more instances of exposure, 
and that there could be a larger 
number of exposed veterans than 
the services have acknowledged 
or perhaps even know about, ac-
cording to the report.

Jonathan Martin, a former Ma-
rine who was exposed to mustard 
agent and whose exposure was 
confirmed by the Marine Corps, 
told the Times that when he tried 
to tell the Department of Veterans 
Affairs about his exposure he had 
been doubted. “It would be nice 
to get some recognition that this 
actually happened,” he said.

MILITARY

DOD to offer medical exams to soldiers and 
veterans exposed to chemical agents in Iraq

Report: Troops
to get checked for 
chemical exposure

Bill to shield vets services from government shutdown advances
BY TRAVIS J. TRITTEN

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — A bill to se-
cure the funding of veterans’ ser-
vices in a time of uncertain federal 
budgets won an initial legislative 
victory on Capitol Hill this week.

Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid, D-Nev., said he will call a 
vote before the end of the year 
on the Putting Veterans Funding 
First Act. Reid announced that in 
a letter sent Tuesday to the bill’s 
sponsor, Sen. Mark Begich, D-
Alaska, who is in the midst of a 
tough re-election battle.

Reid’s green-light on the vote 

was no doubt a midterm run-up 
gift to Begich — he called the 
senator a “tireless advocate” of 
the state’s 73,000 vets — but it 
also answered the calls of groups 
such as Disabled American Vet-
erans, who say veterans need to 
know health, benefits and other 
services will not cease due to a 
budget impasse in Congress or 
a shutdown of the federal gov-
ernment, which have both been 
threats in recent years due to po-
litical gridlock.

In his letter, Reid said he decid-
ed to allow the floor vote to coin-
cide with Veterans Day.

The federal government par-

tially shut down for more than two 
weeks a year ago, causing work to 
stop on the processing of hundreds 
of thousands of veteran disabil-
ity claims and threaten disabil-
ity compensation checks, Begich 
wrote in a published op-ed about 
his bill earlier this month.

He said the bill would protect 
those veterans from being caught 
in another budget showdown by 
requiring Congress to lay out VA 
funding a year in advance.

“The result would be no disrup-
tions in services for veterans in the 
event of any future government 
shutdown and no danger of cut-
ting off veterans’ checks,” Begich 

wrote. “No one in their right mind 
wants a repeat of that dark period 
— and the Putting Veterans Fund-
ing First Act would prevent it.”

The DAV has been lobbying for 
the change.

The group’s National Command-
er Ronald Hope said Thursday 
that “chronically late appropria-
tions bills” have “sabotaged” the 
VA’s ability to provide services.

“Without a timely budget, the 
VA is left without knowing what 
level of funding it will receive each 
year or when it will arrive,” Hope 
said in a released statement.

The vote in the Senate is just one 
step forward and the legislation 

still faces hurdles to becoming
law, he said.

“While the Putting Veterans 
Funding First Act was over-
whelmingly approved by both
the Senate and House Veterans’ 
Affairs Committees, there could
still be some significant obstacles 
to overcome before it is passed
by both chambers,” Hope said.
“Even for this noncontroversial
and budget-neutral bill, politi-
cal maneuvering and partisan
gamesmanship remain a threat
until it is finally enacted into
law.”
tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten

 The Associated Press

PORT HUENEME, Calif. — A jet on a mili-
tary training exercise crashed into an agri-
cultural field near a Southern California Navy 
base Wednesday, killing the pilot, authorities 
said.

The plane disintegrated when it hit the ground 
at about 5:15 p.m. as it was preparing to land at 
Naval Station Ventura County. The crash sent 
a huge plume of billowing black smoke into the 
sky 65 miles north of Los Angeles.

The pilot, the only person aboard, was 
pronounced dead at the scene, said Ventura 
County fire Capt. Mike Lindbery.

Nobody on the ground was hurt.
“Fortunately nobody was in that portion of 

the field,” Lindbery said.
The plane, a civilian fighter jet contracted 

by the Navy, had just finished playing the role 
of an enemy aircraft in an offshore training ex-
ercise and was preparing to land at the naval 
station when it went down across the street in 
a field near the Pacific Coast Highway, base 
spokeswoman Kimberly Gearhart said.

She said it was unclear whether the pilot re-
ported any problems before the crash.

Federal Aviation Administration spokes-
man Allen Kenitzer said the FAA and the 
National Transportation Safety Board were 

investigating.
The British-built, single-seat Hawker 

Hunter MK.58 was owned by Airborne Tacti-
cal Advantage Co. of Newport News, Va. The 
company, known as ATAC, provides aerial 
training to the military, including the Navy’s 
elite Fighter Weapons School.

“The company has ceased flight operations 
during preliminary investigations,” company 
spokesman Matt Bannon said.

Bannon declined to release the pilot’s name 
but said he was a retired military pilot who 
was “extremely proficient and knowledgeable 
about fighter tactics and operating high-per-
formance aircraft.” 

Navy jet crashes in California, killing pilot

 KEVIN BROMLEY/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

This stock of munitions was found by 3rd Brigade, 1st Armored 
Division soldiers in a large weapons cache near Taji, Iraq, discovered 
in 2005. The Pentagon will offer medical examinations and 
 monitoring to  troops exposed to chemical warfare agents in Iraq.

Stars and Stripes

 Lying about receiving a mili-
tary medal is protected speech,
but there’s no right to wear a com-
bat decoration that hasn’t been
earned, a federal appeals court
said Wednesday. The difference,
said a divided panel of the Ninth
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, is 
that lying is speech, but wearing 
a medal is conduct, according to a
report in the San Francisco Chr-
nonicle. The decision in an Idaho 
case returned the court to a con-
troversy that led to a 2012 Supreme
Court ruling and a rewriting of the 
law by Congress in 2013.

The defendant, Elven Swisher,
served in the Marine Corps from 
1954 to 1957, the Chronicle re-
ported. In 2001 he applied for dis-
ability benefits, claiming he had
been wounded in a secret mission
to North Korea in 1955, after the 
Korean War ended. The Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs granted 
the request in 2004 after Swisher 
submitted what appeared to be a
military document saying he had 
been awarded a Silver Star .

But the VA learned in 2006 that
the document was forged and or-
dered Swisher to repay the bene-
fits, the paper noted. He was later
convicted and sentenced to a year 
in prison on charges that included
stealing government funds and
wearing unauthorized medals .

The appeals court upheld Swish-
er’s conviction in 2009, but he filed
a new appeal after the court, in a
2010 case, struck down a federal 
law that made it a crime to lie
about earning military decora-
tions. The U.S. Supreme Court, in 
a 6-3 ruling, agreed with the Ninth
Circuit in June 2012 that the law 
violated freedom of speech. Three 
months later, in another case, a
different Ninth Circuit panel up-
held the ban on wearing unearned
military medals.

Congress has since rewritten
the law to prohibit lying about
military honors for financial gain,
while repealing the ban on wear-
ing medals one hasn’t earned. But 
the repeal didn’t help Swisher,
whose conviction under the for-
mer law was upheld Wednesday.

Wearing 
unearned 
medals is
a crime
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WAR ON TERRORISM

 BY ELENA BECATOROS

By Associated Press

SURUC, Turkey  — Ten Iraqi 
peshmerga fighters entered a 
northern Syrian border town, 
crossing over from Turkey on 
Thursday, the first from among 
a group of 150 Kurdish troops on 
their way into the embattled Ko-
bani, activists said.

The development followed 
heavy overnight clashes as Islam-
ic State fighters unsuccessfully 
tried to capture the border cross-
ing point, the only gateway into 
and out of the strategic Kurdish 
town besieged by the militants.

Kobani-based activist Mustafa 
Bani said the 10 entered Kobani 
first and that the rest  would follow 
gradually later in the day because 
the border crossing point has 
been targeted by Islamic State 
fighters. Bani spoke to The As-
sociated Press just minutes after 
the peshmerga forces arrived.

The Britain-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights said 
the 10 peshmerga fighters entered 
Kobani  about noon through the 
Turkey-Syria border crossing.

The mission of the peshmerga 
troops is to help Kurdish fight-
ers inside Kobani try to break the 
siege by Islamic State militants 
who launched the attack on Ko-
bani six weeks ago.

The ability of the small force to 
turn the tide of battle will depend 
on the effectiveness of their weap-
ons and on continued U.S.-led air-
strikes against the extremists.

On Wednesday, a group of 
50 Syrian rebels entered Ko-
bani — also from Turkey — in 
a push to help Kurdish fighters 
there against the Islamic State 
militants. The rebels are from 
the Free Syrian Army and were 
meant to help the long-awaited 
Iraqi peshmerga fighters and the 
town’s Kurdish defenders.

The FSA is an umbrella group 
of mainstream rebels fighting to 
topple Syrian President Bashar 
Assad. The political leadership of 
the Western-backed FSA is based 
in Turkey, where fighters often 
seek respite from battle.

Despite dozens of U.S.-led co-
alition airstrikes, the Kurdish 
fighters in Syria — known as the 
People’s Protection Units, or YPG 
— have been struggling to defend 
Kobani against the Islamic State 
militants since mid-September.

The IS group’s offensive on Ko-
bani and nearby Syrian villages 
has killed more than 800 people, 
activists say. The Sunni extrem-
ists captured dozens of Kurdish 
villages and control parts of Ko-
bani. More than 200,000 people 
have fled into Turkey.

The coalition has carried out 

more than 150 airstrikes against 
the militants in and around Ko-
bani, helping stall their advance. 
U.S. officials said the airstrikes 
have killed hundreds of Islamic 
State fighters.

The U.S. Central Command 
said that American air force con-
ducted 12 airstrike in Syria of 
which 10 were in the Kobani area 
since Wednesday. The airstrikes 
near Kobani struck two small Is-
lamic State units and destroyed 
seven militants fighting positions 
and five buildings occupied by 
the jihadis, it said in a statement.

Under pressure to take great-
er action against the  militants 
— from the West as well as from 
Kurds in Turkey and Syria — the 
Turkish government recently 
agreed to let the fighters cross 
through its territory. But it is al-
lowing only the peshmerga forces 
from Iraq, with whom it has a 
good relationship, and not those 
from the Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party, or PKK.

Ankara views the Syrian Kurds 
defending Kobani as loyal to what 
it regards as an extension of the 
PKK. That group has waged a 30-
year insurgency in Turkey and is 
designated a terrorist group by 
the U.S. and NATO.

Kurdish fighters in Syria have 
repeatedly said they did not need 
more fighters, only weapons.  

1st peshmerga fighters enter
Syrian town as clashes rage

 BY LIZ SLY

The Washington Post

ANKARA, Turkey — The in-
creasingly hostile divergence of 
views between Turkey and the 
United States over Syria is test-
ing the durability of their 60-year 
alliance, to the point where some 
are starting to question whether 
the two countries still can be con-
sidered allies at all.

Turkey’s refusal to allow the 
United States to use its bases to 
launch attacks against the Islamic 
State, quarrels over how to man-
age the battle raging in the Syr-
ian border town of Koban i and the 
harsh tone of the anti- American 
rhetoric used by top Turkish of-
ficials to denounce U.S. policy 
have served to illuminate the vast 
gulf that divides the two nations 
as they scramble to address the 
menace posed by the extremists.

Whether the Islamic State 
even is the chief threat confront-
ing the region is disputed, with 
Washington and Ankara publicly 
airing their differences through 
a fog of sniping, insults and re-
crimination over who is to blame 
for the mess the Middle East has 
become.

At stake is a six-decade relation-
ship forged during the Cold War 
and now endowed with a different 
but equally vital strategic dimen-
sion. Turkey is positioned on the 
front line of the war against the 
Islamic State, controlling a 780-
mile border with Iraq and Syria. 
Without Turkey’s cooperation, no 
U.S. policy to bring stability to the 
region can succeed, analysts and 
officials on both sides say.

“If Turkey is not an ally, then 
we and Turkey are in trouble,” 
said Francis Ricciardone, who 
served as the U.S. ambassador 
to Turkey until the summer. “It 
is probably the most important 
ally.”

The airdrop by U.S. warplanes 
last week of weapons to a Kurdish 
group Turkey regards as a terror-
ist organization crystallized the 
apparent parting of ways. Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
has not disguised his anger at the 
way President Barack Obama or-
dered the airdrop. The U.S. presi-
dent informed him of the decision 

in a telephone call barely an hour
after Erdogan had declared to
journalists that Turkey would
never allow such assistance to
take place.

On a tour of the Baltic states last
week, Erdogan blasted Obama at 
every stop. “Mr. Obama ordering
three C-130s to airdrop weap-
ons and supplies to Kobane right
after our conversation cannot be
approved of,” he said during a 
news conference in Latvia. “The
U.S. did that despite Turkey,” 
he fumed on another leg of the
journey.

U.S. of-
ficials have 
sought to re-
assure Tur-
key that the 
airdrop was a
one-time ac-
tion, and the
two countries
have agreed
on a plan to 
reinforce the
beleaguered 
Syrian Kurds 
with Iraqi
peshmerga 
fighters, 
which Tur-

key does not object to, because it
has friendly relations with Iraqi 
Kurds.

But the Koban i dispute masked
more fundamental differences
over a range of issues, some of 
which have been brewing for
years and others that have been
brought to light by the urgency
of the U.S.-led air campaign, ana-
lysts say.

“The Syria crisis is exposing
long-unspoken, unpleasant truths
about the relationship that were
put to one side,” said Bulent Ali-
riza, a Turkish analyst with the
Washington-based Center for 
Strategic and International Stud-
ies. “We have this kabuki dance
where Washington and Ankara 
say they agree, but they don’t.”

The tensions are not unprec-
edented, nor are the doubts about 
an alliance born in a different
era, when fears of Soviet expan-
sionism brought Muslim Turkey
under NATO’S umbrella and ex-
tended the Western bloc’s reach
into Asia. 

US-Turkey ties 
show signs of 
fraying over Syria

AP

Cheering locals  surround a group of Iraqi Kurdish peshmerga troops arriv ing Wednesday in Nusaybin, 
Mardin, in southeastern Turkey .  

‘ If Turkey 
is not an 
ally, then 
we and 
Turkey 
are in 
trouble. ’

Francis 
Ricciardone

former U.S. 
ambassador to 

Turkey
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BY TEDDIE WEYR

Stars and Stripes

On the night of Nov. 9, 1989, 
thousands of Germans swarmed 
along both sides of the Berlin 
Wall — opened under massive 
public pressure by an East Ger-
man leadership that realized its 
days were numbered. Within a 
year, the East German commu-
nists were gone. Germany was a 
reunited country again.

The ugly, gray wall   that sliced 
through the heart of Adolf Hit-
ler’s former capital  had come to 
symbolize the division of Europe 
— one side communist, one side 
free.

The communists built the  wall 
to keep their people from fleeing 
the Soviet bloc. By allowing the 
 wall  to open, the communists 
acknowledged that they could no 
longer stem the tide of freedom 
that would ultimately sweep away 
the Soviet Union itself by the end 
of 1991.

The fall of the  wall paved the 
way for the end of the Cold War, 
the momentous confrontation 
between the United States,  the 
Soviet Union and their many al-
lies and satellites. The constant 
fear of nuclear holocaust that had 
hung over the world for more than 
a half-century was gone.

The Cold War was only  cold  in 
the sense that there was no direct 
combat between the two super-
powers. But conflicts involving 
proxies of the two military blocs 
— NATO and the Warsaw Pact 
— were waged across the world 
and claimed millions of lives.

In the years that have followed, 
much of the euphoria that sur-
rounded the fall of the  wall has 
dissipated.

Relations between the West 
and a revived Russia have soured 
since Moscow’s seizure of the 
Crimean peninsula from Ukraine 
this year. Leaders across West-
ern Europe and the United States 
have warned darkly of a return to 
the Cold War.

But the Iron Curtain — flung 
open with the domino collapse 
of one communist regime after 
another in 1989 — is no more, 
and countries once behind it as 

part of the Soviet-dominated 
Warsaw Pact military alliance 
are now members of NATO, the 
U.S.- dominated Western military 
alliance the Warsaw Pact was 
formed to counter. 

Old nations re-emerged and 
new ones were born out of the 
dissolution of the Soviet Union. 
Th ose included the Baltic states 
— whose integration into the So-
viet Union the U.S. never recog-
nized — which now fear Russia’s 
intentions most.

The proliferation of new nations 
continued with the peaceful split 
of Czechoslovakia in 1993 into the 
Czech Republic and Slovakia. But 
 brutal wars in ethnically diverse 
Yugoslavia — a communist coun-
try not under Soviet domination 
—  led to the creation of seven new 
nations. Two of those nations   have 
since joined NATO, further swell-
ing its ranks from the 12 founding 
members to 28 today.

While Western European na-
tions fret over Russia’s aggres-
sion and intentions, Poland has 
been urging its erstwhile adver-
saries to fortify NATO’s eastern 
flank. The Poles and other East 
Europeans who now populate 
Germany’s cities are no longer 
refugees from communism, but 
industrious tradesmen helping 
to drive Germany’s formidable 
economy.

A united Germany, once cleft 
in two by the Iron Curtain, has 
become Europe’s economic and 
political powerhouse. 

It was the jubilant tearing down 
of the Berlin Wall  that dramati-
cally symbolized the collapse of 
communism, but the fabric of 
the Iron Curtain began to fray 
months before that — its inevita-
ble demise secured when commu-
nist Hungary opened its border to 
allow thousands of East Germans 
who sought refuge there to travel 
to Austria and on to West Germa-

ny. West German diplomats were 
issuing passports at the border 
as families, crammed with their 
belongings in their tiny Trabant 
cars, waited to cross to freedom. 
Many sobbed over both their new 
liberty and the prospect they 
would never see their old homes 
again. Little did anyone know 

how soon the barrier between the 
two Germanys would  disappear 
completely. 

The collapse of communism 
also drastically changed the U.S. 
 presence and focus in Europe. 
During the Cold War, more than 
300,000 personnel stared down 
adversaries in Eastern Europe. 

That number has now fallen to
about 80,000, and many train
side-by-side with troops from
those very nations that were once 
on the opposing side. Whether the 
drawdown continues  likely will 
depend on Russia. 

But whether or not a new Cold
War is in the offing, Europe has 
vastly changed since the Iron
Curtain’s collapse. National
boundaries have disappeared to-
gether with ideological differenc-
es. Thanks to common European
Union membership, people once
held at border crossings between
East and West — sometimes for 
hours of searches and interroga-
tion — now travel across those
same borders the way motorists 
traverse state lines in the U.S. 

Countries once held hostage be-
hind the Iron Curtain have made
clear they prefer the political and
economic freedoms the EU offers
and the defensive protection of
NATO’s umbrella.

weyr.teddie@stripes.com

The Wall may have come down, but 
that doesn’t mean you can’t visit the 
site. Information on the area can be 
found in Weekend, Pages 28 and 30. 

See more stories, photos and 
an interactive map at
www.stripes.com/go/wall25

EUROPE

BY MATT MILLHAM

Stars and Stripes

 KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — A 
military police dog handler found guilty 
of maltreatment of a subordinate was sen-
tenced Thursday to 60 days of hard labor 
and was busted down two pay grades.

Staff Sgt. Justin Wolfschlag, who pre-
viously served as the U.S. Army’s kennel 
master in Stuttgart,  also was sentenced to 
receive a reprimand for his treatment of a 
female private he supervised.

Stars and Stripes is withholding the ac-
cuser’s identity because she reported she 
was the victim of sexual assault.

Wolfschlag was the senior-ranking sol-
dier at the kennel in Stuttgart at the time 
of the  incidents. 

His accuser testified that he  repeat-
edly commented on the size of her breasts, 
called her inappropriate names and made 
vulgar jokes about her. 

Two other soldiers who worked for 
Wolfschlag at the time offered similar 
accounts. 

Wolfschlag admitted to calling the pri-
vate an inappropriate name but said the 
term wasn’t meant to be abusive. 

After the verdict and before he was sen-
tenced, he told the panel of officers and en-
listed members hearing his case that he’d 
acted unprofessionally and that “you can’t 
have that in today’s Army.” 

The private also alleged that  while they 
were alone together on a mission, Wolf-
schlag exposed himself to her, asked her to 
perform oral sex on him and threatened to 

pull to the side of the road if she didn’t. 
The private testified she feared that if he

pulled over, he would try to force her into
other sex acts, so she complied. 

“I just felt like I had no choice,” she 
said.

Wolfschlag’s defense team maintained 
the oral sex and exposure never happened,
and there was no physical evidence pre-
sented to support the allegations. 

The panel acquitted Wolfschlag of those
more serious charges.

On the maltreatment charge alone, Wolf-
schlag faced up to a year in confinement,
a dishonorable discharge, reduction to the 
lowest enlisted grade and forfeiture of all
pay and allowances.
millham.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @mattmillham

NCO demoted for maltreatment of subordinate Esso card limited for upgrade
KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — Esso 

fuel card service will be limited on  Sun-
day morning  because of a system upgrade, 
according to  the Army and Air Force Ex-
change Service. 

From 4 to 11 a.m. Sunday, customers 
will not be able to acquire new fuel or re-
placement cards, nor will they be able to 
add, edit or delete any online payments, 
 AAFES said, though existing payments 
will process as scheduled.

Because that could affect Esso fuel card 
holders who may want to upload funds or 
get new cards, “we want to get the word out 
and make sure the information is there to 
help factor in time for buying fuel before 
the weekend,” said Lt. Col. Tom Davison, 
deputy commander for the Exchange OCO-
NUS Region–Europe and Southwest Asia.

From staff reports

Berlin Wall’s demise yielded a changed world

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

A hole in the Berlin Wall along Niederkirchner Strasse  draws the attention of a photographer in August. 
At left is an infamous site from a different era, the “Topography of Terror,” a documentation center on 
the grounds of the Nazi SS headquarters.

 A saxophonist  plays as visitors to the Eastside Gallery  have their 
photos taken in front of  graffiti on the Berlin Wall. The section of the 
 wall that makes up the gallery is the longest stretch  still standing.
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FROM FRONT PAGE

Several dozen Army soldiers 
were ordered into quarantine 
Sunday in Vicenza, Italy, by Army 
Chief of Staff Gen. Ray Odierno. 
The troops, including U.S. Army 
Africa commander Maj. Gen. 
Darryl Williams, deployed from 
Vicenza in September to set up 
a headquarters in the Liberian 
capital, Monrovia, and to begin 
construction of treatment units.

 As many as 4,000 troops  even-
tually could be sent to Africa  
from installations including Fort 
Campbell, Ky.; Fort Hood, Texas; 
Fort Bliss, Texas; and Fort Car-
son, Colo.

The idea of setting up mass 
quarantine centers overseas 
could be politically problematic, 
with some officials in countries 
that host U.S. bases expressing 
reservations about hosting U.S. 
troops fresh from the Ebola zone.

Thomas confirmed that air-
crews and other transient person-
nel who go briefly to West Africa 
to support Operation United As-
sistance can avoid the quarantine 
requirement.

They  likely will be subject to an 
earlier policy put into place Oct. 

10 that allows transient personnel
who remain at U.S.-controlled fa-
cilities and who come into contact
only with people monitored daily
for Ebola symptoms to moni-
tor themselves for signs of the 
disease. 

But Pentagon officials said a
decision still needs to be made on
whether DOD civilians working
in the Ebola area need a quar-
antine. On Thursday, the Ameri-
can Federation of Government
Employees criticized the lack of 
guidance for civilian employees.

“The two groups should be
treated the same,” said J. David
Cox Sr., the union’s national pres-
ident. “If DOD considers service
in Ebola-affected countries to 
pose such a high risk for mem-
bers of the military that they are 
required to be monitored or quar-
antined for 21 days upon arrival
in the U.S., then civilians with
similar exposure should be guar-
anteed 21 days of administrative 
leave for either self-isolation and
monitoring or quarantine, which-
ever medical authorities decide is
appropriate.”
carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter@ChrisCarroll_

Quarantine: Decision still 
needed for civilians, DOD says

EBOLA OUTBREAK

 BY ROBERT F. BUKATY

The Associated Press

FORT KENT, Maine  — A 
nurse who vowed to defy Maine’s 
voluntary quarantine for health 
care workers who treated Ebola 
patients followed through on her 
promise Thursday, leaving her 
home for an hour long bike ride.

Kaci Hickox and her boyfriend 
stepped out of their home Thurs-
day morning and rode away on 
mountain bikes, followed by a 
state police cruiser.

It was the second time Hickox 
broke quarantine. She left her 
home Wednesday evening briefly 
to speak to reporters, even shak-
ing a hand that was offered to 
her.

Hickox contends there’s no 
need for quarantine because 
she’s showing no symptoms. She’s 
also tested negative for the deadly 
disease.

“I really hope that we can work 
things out amicably and continue 
to negotiate,” she said Thursday 
morning while riding on a dirt 
trail.

There was no immediate com-
ment from state health officials, 
who were going to court to de-
tain Hickox for the remainder of 
the 21-day incubation period for 
Ebola that ends on Nov. 10.

“There’s a lot of misinformation 
about how Ebola is transmitted, 
and I can understand why people 
are frightened. But their fear is 
not based on medical facts,” Nor-
man Siegel, one of her attorneys, 
said Wednesday.

Hickox, who treated Ebola 
patients while volunteering in 
Sierra Leone with Doctors With-
out Borders, was the first person 

forced into New Jersey’s manda-
tory quarantine for people arriv-
ing at the Newark airport from 
three West African countries. 
Hickox spent the weekend in a 
tent in New Jersey before travel-
ing to the home she shares with 
her boyfriend, a nursing student 
at the University of Maine at Fort 
Kent.

“I’m not willing to stand here 
and let my civil rights be violated 
when it’s not science-based,” she 
said Wednesday evening.

Word spread quickly around 
the town of 4,300 residents on the 
Canadian border.

Fort Kent resident Priscilla 
Staples sa id some residents are 
“fearful” of Hickox’s presence 
in the community, but she be-
lieves Hickhox “has done nothing 
wrong and she has every right in 
the world to go for a bike ride.”

Generally, states have broad 
authority when it comes to such 
matters. But Maine health of-
ficials could have a tough time 
convincing a judge that Hickox 
poses a threat, said attorney 
Jackie L. Caynon III, who spe-
cializes in health law in Worces-
ter, Massachusetts.

“If somebody isn’t showing 
signs of the infection, then it’s 
kind of hard to say someone 
should be under mandatory quar-
antine,” he said.

Ebola, which is spread through 
direct contact with the bodily 
fluids of an infected person, has 
killed thousands of people in Af-
rica, but only four people have 
been diagnosed with it in the 
United States. People can’t be in-
fected just by being near someone 
who’s sick, and people aren’t con-
tagious unless they’re sick, health 

officials say.
Guidelines from the federal 

Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommend daily 
monitoring for health care work-
ers like Hickox who have come 
into contact with Ebola patients. 
But some states like Maine are 
going above and beyond those 
guidelines.

In the very early stages of 
Ebola, patients may still test neg-
ative because the virus has not 
yet reached detectable levels in 
the blood. The CDC says it may 
take up to three days after the 
onset of symptoms for the virus 
to reach detectable levels in some 
patients, prompting repeat test-
ing in some cases.

The Defense Department is 
going even further. On Wednes-
day, Defense Secretary Chuck 
Hagel ordered military men and 
women helping fight Ebola to 
undergo 21-day quarantines that 
start upon their return — instead 
of their last exposure to an Ebola 
patient.

President Barack Obama 
warned that overly restrictive 
measures imposed upon return-
ing health care workers could 
discourage them from volunteer-
ing in Africa.

But Maine Gov. Paul LePage, 
who canceled campaign events to 
keep tabs on the situation, main-
tained that the state must be “vig-
ilant” to protect others.

State law allows a judge to grant 
temporary custody of someone 
if health officials demonstrate 
“a clear and immediate public 
health threat.”

The state’s court filing was ex-
pected Thursday, officials said. 

Maine nurse defies Ebola 
quarantine with bike ride Liberia sees progress; 

Sierra Leone in ‘crisis’
 BY CLARENCE ROY-MACAULAY 
AND JONATHAN PAYE-LAYLEH

The Associated Press

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone 
 — Liberia is making some prog-
ress in containing the Ebola out-
break while Sierra Leone is “in a 
crisis situation which is going to 
get worse,” the top anti-Ebola of-
ficials in the two countries said.

The people of both countries 
must redouble efforts to stop 
the disease, which has infected 
more than 13,000 people and has 
killed nearly 5,000, the officials 
said. Their assessments under-
score that Ebola remains a con-
stant threat until the outbreak 
is wiped out. It can appear to be 
on the wane, only to re-emerge 
in the same place or to balloon 
elsewhere if people don’t avoid 
touching Ebola patients or the 
bodies of those who succumb to 
the disease.

“We need to go ahead to stop 
the transmission in order to ar-
rest the situation,” Palo Conteh 
said late Wednesday in the Sierra 
Leone capital in his first  news 
conference since the president 
this month appointed him CEO 
of the National Ebola Response 
Center. Conteh  previously was 
the defense minister.

“Today we have a new and vi-
cious enemy, an enemy that does 
not wear uniform, that … attacks 
anyone that comes into contact 
with (it) and if unchecked will 
ravage our beautiful land and its 
fine people,” he said.

The outbreak has taken a par-
ticularly high toll on health work-
ers, sickening more than 520, and 

greatly reducing the health sys-
tem’s capacity to respond in the
three most-affected countries of 
Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone. 
Those countries already had too
few health workers before the
crisis. Now many health workers
are too frightened to treat Ebola 
patients because they often have
inadequate protection.

The World Bank announced 
Thursday that it will give an ad-
ditional $100 million to help bring
in more foreign health workers.
That raises the money it has given
to the Ebola fight to $500 million.

The new funds will be used to
train, pay and house health work-
ers while they’re in the Ebola 
hot zone and to provide medical
care or evacuation for anyone
infected.

 If the virus continues to surge
in the worst-affected countries
and spreads to neighboring coun-
tries, the financial impact could 
reach $32.6 billion by the end of 
2015, the bank has warned.

But there are some signs of 
hope. Although the outbreak is 
now hitting areas in and around
Sierra Leone’s capital, areas of 
the country’s east have seen the
disease wane.

“If people in other areas of
the country copy the example of
eastern Kailahun and Kenema 
Districts, then the spread of the 
disease will subside like in Kai-
lahun and Kenema. As I speak,
people (near the capital) are still 
touching people suspected with 
the Ebola disease, people are still 
burying corpses at night of those
who have died of the disease,” 
Conteh said. 

ROBERT F. BUKATY/AP

Nurse Kaci Hickox leaves her home Thursday on a rural road in Fort Kent, Maine, to take a bike ride .
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 BY JEFF BARNARD 
AND RACHEL D’ORO

The Associated Press

GRANTS PASS, Ore.  — From 
slick video ads online to scrawled 
chalk messages on college cam-
pus sidewalks, intense get-out-
the-vote drives are mobilizing in 
Oregon and Alaska to legalize re-
tail sales of marijuana to anyone 
old enough to drink.

But backers of the legal-pot bal-
lot measures in both states have a 
challenge that their predecessors 
in Colorado and Washington state 
didn’t face two years ago — in-
creasing turnout of young voters 
in a midterm election.

Young voters, who as a genera-

tion are more likely to support rec-
reational marijuana, usually turn 
out during presidential years like 
2012, but stay home during mid-
terms, when the electorate skews 
older and more conservative.

If young people ages 18 to 29 
 vote like they did in 2012, Oregon’s 
Measure 91, for example, would 
pass, said Ethan Nadelmann, 
head of Drug Policy Action, a 
major contributor in the national 
campaign to legalize marijuana.

“That’s really what it boils 
down to,” he said.

Washington, D.C., is voting on 
whether to make it legal to pos-
sess marijuana, but not to sell it.

Whatever happens in the states 
and the nation’s capital, advo-

cates plan to quickly shift their 
attention to the 2016 presidential 
elections and the big prize: Cali-
fornia, where hopes are high for
approval of legal pot despite a
2010 rejection.

“Even if all those things go 
down to defeat, I still think it’s a
clean slate in 2016,” said Jeffrey
Miron, an economist at Harvard
University and the Cato Institute 
who follows national drug policy.

Mark Kleiman, a drug policy
consultant who helped Washing-
ton state set up its legal mari-
juana industry, said the outcomes 
in Oregon and Alaska “will help
determine the enthusiasm of 
funders financing the legalization 
campaign in California.” 

Oregon, Alaska are ground 
zero in fight over marijuana

Viral video documents 
NYC street harassment

 BY DEEPTI HAJELA

The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — A video record-
ing the comments a woman hears 
as she walks around the nation’s 
biggest city is a testament to the 
pervasiveness of street harass-
ment women face, its creators 
said.

The comments come con-
tinuously as the woman walks 
through the streets of Manhat-
tan — “What’s up, Beautiful?” 
and “Smile!” — and there’s even 
a stretch when a man just silently 
walks right next to her for several 
minutes.

The video, shot over 10 hours 
one day in neighborhoods all over 
the borough and edited down to a 
two-minute 
final prod-
uct, has set 
off a storm 
of outrage 
on its way to 
more than 
10 million 
views since 
it was re-
leased online 
Tuesday.

“This is 
having a very serious impact on 
the way we live our lives,” Emily 
May, executive director of Hol-
laback!, the anti-street harass-
ment organization that put out the 
video, said Wednesday.

The footage, which was shot 
and edited by Rob Bliss, was cap-
tured by a camera Bliss had in his 
backpack as he walked several 
feet of front of actress Shoshana 
Roberts, who was dressed in 
jeans and a T-shirt and walked 
silently along.

At no point did Roberts make 
eye contact with any of the men 
she passed or talk to any of them. 
That didn’t stop the comments 
from coming. When she didn’t re-

spond, one man told her, “Some-
body’s acknowledging you for 
being beautiful. You should say, 
‘Thank you,’ more!”

Roberts said the number of 
comments the day the video was 
shot was nothing out of the ordi-
nary for her.

“The frequency is something 
alarming,” she said.

Martha Sauder, walking on a 
Manhattan street on Wednesday, 
agreed that street harassment is 
a problem and said it happens to 
her frequently.

“It’s inappropriate. It’s like an 
invasion of your space,” she said. 
“I’d like it to stop.”

But the video also has faced 
some online criticisms, among 
them that the men shown all 
seem to be minorities. Bliss and 
Roberts emphasized that the 
comments came from all racial 
groups, and Bliss said some inter-
actions that were filmed couldn’t 
be used for reasons like the audio 
was disrupted by passing sirens.

“My experience, what we docu-
mented, it was from everybody,” 
Roberts said.

Another criticism was that 
some men’s comments seemed in-
nocuous: “Good morning,” “Have 
a nice day.”

Some men could have been 
“genuinely being nice,” said Ge-
rard Burke, a Brooklyn resident 
who readily acknowledged street 
harassment exists and has seen 
it happen to women in his family. 
He said he thought the video shed 
light on a bigger problem, “but 
some people just genuinely want 
to say, ‘Hello.’ ”

That’s the problem with street 
harassment, May said, because 
when there’s a fear that a simple 
‘Good morning’ could escalate 
into sexual comments or actions, 
there’s a reluctance to engage at 
all. 

 BY CHARLES BABINGTON
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — After mil-
lions of Americans vote next 
week, it’s possible that one or two 
men will decide which party con-
trols the Senate.

One is Sen. Angus King, a 
Maine independent who gener-
ally “caucuses” — or cooperates 
— with Democrats but sa id he 
might switch to the Republicans. 
The other is Greg Orman, of Kan-
sas, an independent candidate 
trying to oust Republican Sen. 
Pat Roberts.

If he wins, Orman sa id, he w ill 
caucus with whichever party 
holds the majority when the new 
Congress convenes in January. 
He has not said, however, what 
he would do if he could decide, by 
himself, which party that will be.

That could happen if Republi-
cans win 50 seats and Democrats 
control 49 seats (including King’s 
and that of another independent, 

Vermont’s Bernie Sanders, who 
also caucuses with Democrats). If 
Orman sided with the Democrats, 
they would control a 50-50 Sen-
ate, thanks to Vice President Joe 
Biden’s ability to break tie votes.

But if Orman sided with the 
Republicans, they would hold a 
51-49 majority.

King, who’s not up for election 
this year, could complicate things 
even further. In the same scenar-
io as above — a 50-49 GOP ad-
vantage with Orman undeclared 
— King could put the Republicans 
in charge by switching to their 
caucus. Orman’s decision, either 
way, would not change that.

In a different scenario — in 
which Democrats held a 50-49 
edge awaiting Orman’s decision 
— both he and King could choose 
to caucus with Republicans, giv-
ing the GOP a 51-49 majority.

Congressional insiders see that 
as unlikely. First, Orman would 
have to win an election that many 

Republicans believe Roberts will 
survive. Then, all the other races 
would have to produce a 50-49 
split, awaiting Orman’s decla-
ration. And King would have to 
switch party leanings and hand 
minority status to Democrats, 
with whom he generally seems 
comfortable.

“Changing who you caucus 
with is akin to changing parties,” 
said Antonia Ferrier, a former 
GOP House and Senate aide. “It 
is no small thing, is deeply per-
sonal and exceedingly rare.”

King occasionally hints he 
would consider such a switch. He 
told reporters in April that he will 
do what is “best for Maine” in the 
next Congress. He made similar 
remarks last week, stirring a Sen-
ate campaign pot already about to 
boil.

Currently, Democrats control 
55 Senate seats to the Republi-
cans’ 45. Republicans need to gain 
six net seats to seize the majority.

King repeatedly calls for more 
bipartisanship and cooperation in 
government. He has urged Orman 
and another third-party candidate 
— former Sen. Larry Pressler, of 
South Dakota — to refuse to say 
which party they’d caucus with in 
Washington. Pressler’s chances 
seem to be fading, but Orman is 
giving Roberts a tough fight.

People close to King say they’d 
be surprised if he joined the Re-
publicans’ caucus, especially if 
doing so handed the GOP the 
majority. He supported President 
Barack Obama’s 2012 re-election, 
and his voting record leans more 
Democratic than Republican.

But King has endorsed some 
Republicans for re-election, in-
cluding Sens. Susan Collins, of 
Maine, and Lamar Alexander, 
of Tennessee. In Maine, where 
Republican Gov. Paul LePage 
seeks re-election, King originally 
endorsed independent candidate 
Eliot Cutler but then switched to 

Democrat Mike Michaud.
Even a remote hint of a cau-

cus switch creates buzz in Senate
circles.

“If — and it’s a big if — control 
of the Senate is determined by 
two independents, then there well 
could be some quiet outreach by
both sides over which party they
should caucus with,” Ferrier said.

Inducements from party lead-
ers might include promises of
plum committee assignments.
Former Democratic Senate aide
Jim Manley said party leaders
also might try to address King’s
concerns with overtures such as
pledging more bipartisanship or a 
more open process for legislative
amendments. Manley said the en-
tire party caucus would weigh in
on such matters.

 Senate aides say it would be
virtually impossible for either 
party to offer a committee chair-
manship to King, who has been a
senator only two years. 

2 independents could shape Senate control

MARK THIESSEN/AP

 Boxes containing more than 46,000 signatures for an initiative to make recreational use of marijuana 
legal in Alaska sit outside a hallway Aug. 19 at the state Division of Elections office in Anchorage .

Roberts
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Hawaii lava flow is slow,
gentle yet unrelenting

 BY AUDREY MCAVOY AND 
JENNIFER SINCO KELLEHER

The Associated Press

PAHOA, Hawaii — Pele, the 
Hawaiian volcano goddess, 
moves gradually and persistently 
as she deposits lava across the 
Big Island of Hawaii. People in 
the small town lying in its path 
say the lava will reshape the com-
munity yard-by-yard as it slides 
toward the ocean.

“She is so gentle, but so un-
relenting. She is just slow and 
steady,” said Jamila Dandini, a 
retiree who stopped at a coffee 
shop down the road from where 
scientists have forecast the lava 
will likely cross.

Lava from a vent at Kilauea 
volcano has been sliding north-
east toward the ocean since June. 
Last month, scientists said it was 
two weeks away from hitting the 

main road in Pahoa, a small town 
of about 950 residents. The lava 
slowed but has largely remained 
on course.

Late Wednesday, it was about 
225 yards away from Pahoa Vil-
lage Road, Hawaii County civil 
defense officials said.

It was traveling about 5 to 10 
yards an hour.

The languid pace has given 
residents time to pack their valu-
ables and get out of the way. Yet 
it’s been agonizing for those won-
dering whether the lava might 
change directions and head for 
them. And stressful for those try-
ing to figure out how they will 
cope once the lava blocks the only 
roads in and out of town.

“It’s like slow torture. It speeds 
up, it slows down. It speeds up, 
it slows down,” said Paul Utes, 
who owns and operates the Black 
Rock Cafe. “It’s not like any other 

event where it comes and goes 
and it gets over with and you can 
move on.”

  For the time being, business 
is up because more people from 
around the island and tourists 
from outside Hawaii have been 
streaming into town hoping to get 
a glimpse of the molten rock.

“The anxiety building up is 
kind of hard to deal with,” Utes  
said.

 Once the lava crosses the road 
and the bypass road, effectively 
slicing Pahoa in half, most resi-
dents won’t be able to get to the 
area’s only supermarket even 
though it’s only a mile from the 
town center.

The rural, mostly agricultural 
community of Puna, for which 
Pahoa is its commercial center, 
will be cut off even more if the 
lava makes it all the way to the 
ocean, some 6 miles away. 

Deaths of 
Utah family 
of 5 are not 
accidental

 BY LINDSAY WHITEHURST

The Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — The 
deaths of five members of a Utah 
family found last month do not ap-
pear to be accidental or natural, 
according to search warrants ob-
tained Tuesday.

The five members of the Strack 
family, including three children, 
were found covered in bedding in 
a single bedroom with cups of liq-
uid next to them, according to the 
warrant filed in Utah court.

It appears someone positioned 
the bodies after they died, accord-
ing to the warrant.

Benjamin and Kristi Strack 
were in the bed when they were 
found in their Springville home on 
Sept. 27. Three of their children 
were lying around it, the bedding 
pulled up to their necks.

Police found a red liquid com-
ing out of Kristi Strack’s mouth.

“It is probable that these deaths 
were not accidental or natural 
in any way,” Detective Jeff Ells-
worth wrote in the search warrant 
affidavit.

Bob McGee, a spokesman for 
the rest of the Strack family, de-
clined to comment on the case 
until after the report is complete.

The bodies were discovered by 
an older son and his girlfriend, 
both of whom also live in the 
home. Kristi Strack was last seen 
alive at 6 a.m.

The house was quiet when the 
couple left the house after noon, 
but when they returned at 7 p.m. 
they realized all the cars were 
still at home. They knocked on the 
master bedroom door, but after no 
one answered they called Kristi 
Strack’s mother and her friend, 
who helped them force it open .

Investigators removed 14 drink-
ing cups and bottles from the 
home, a pitcher of red juice and a 
purple bucket with yellow liquid.

They also seized a bag of mari-
juana, three cellphones, an iPod, a 
laptop computer, pill bottles, a bag 
of medications and empty boxes 
of sleep aids. One pair of slippers 
with a spot of blood and a towel 
with a red substance on it were 
also removed. 

Calif. town 
seeking an 
exit from 
bankruptcy

 BY SCOTT SMITH

The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. —
Stockton residents will likely
learn Thursday if they can put 
more than two years of financial
uncertainty behind them.

Marking a critical moment
in the bankrupt city’s financial
recovery, Stockton will ask U.S. 
Bankruptcy Judge Christopher
Klein to approve a plan for reor-
ganizing more than $900 million
in long-term debt over objections 
from a lone creditor that argued it 
was treated unfairly.

Franklin Templeton Invest-
ments argues the city isn’t touch-
ing a massive employee pension, 
while asking the investment firm
to walk away from collecting on
nearly $32.5 million still owed.
Klein ruled earlier this month 
that bankruptcy law allows the
city to treat pension obligations 
like any other debt, meaning the
city could trim benefits.

Marc Levinson, the city’s lead 
bankruptcy attorney, declined to 
comment on the city’s treatment
of its contract with California
Public Employees’ Retirement
System, or CalPERS, in light of
Klein’s ruling.

“I don’t know that it will come
into play,” said San Francisco-
based bankruptcy attorney Mi-
chael Sweet, who has closely
watched the case. He said there
have been no Chapter 9 bankrupt-
cies that attacked pensions.

In his ruling, Klein can approve
the city’s plan of adjustment, send
the city back into negotiations
with Franklin or reject the plan.

An inland port city 80 miles
east of San Francisco, Stockton
filed for Chapter 9 protection in 
2012, making it the nation’s larg-
est bankrupt city before Detroit
filed for bankruptcy last year.
Vallejo went through bankruptcy
before Stockton. San Bernardino
filed shortly after Stockton, but it 
has yet to present an exit plan.

City leaders have said they 
turned to bankruptcy as a last 
resort, blaming an unforgiving 
boom-and-bust economic cycle. 

Survey: Shrimp rife with murky labeling
 The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Consumers 
around the nation can’t be sure 
what kind of shrimp they’re buy-
ing if they simply look at the label 
or menu at supermarkets, grocers 
and restaurants, an advocacy 
group says.

Oceana did a DNA-based survey 
of shrimp sold at outlets in New 
York City; Washington; Portland, 
Ore.; and various spots around the 
Gulf of Mexico.

The group said it found about 
30 percent of 143 shrimp products 
bought from 111 vendors were 
not what the label said. Cheap 

imported farm-raised shrimp is 
being sold as prized wild-caught 
Gulf shrimp, common shrimp sold 
as premium shrimp and shrimp 
of all kinds sold with no indica-
tion whatsoever about where they 
came from, the group said. Oceana 
is urging Congress and regulators 
to enforce proper labeling.

The group acknowledged that 
the survey was a small sample, 
but said the survey using DNA 
techniques is the first of its kind. 
The group did a similar survey 
last year for fish and made similar 
findings. A laboratory tested each 
sample to identify what kind of 

shrimp each was by species.
“It was a first good look at 

shrimp,” said Kimberly Warner, a 
marine scientist with Oceana. She 
went out and obtained many of the 
samples.

Misleading and illegal labeling 
of food is considered a major prob-
lem among food purists because it 
cheats consumers and puts them 
at risk of tainted foods, hurts 
honest vendors and tarnishes an 
industry’s product. The report 
said that because of mislabeling, 
consumers are not guaranteed 
they are eating shrimp that meets 
high, chemical-free standards. 

PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP

A commercial fisherman  picks through a pile of shrimp on his boat in  
2011 in Grand Isle, La. 

AUDREY MCAVOY/AP

Police block traffic on Wednesday where officials expect lava to flow across the main road in Pahoa, 
Hawaii. Rain fell on a red hot river of lava as it threatened to consume its first home on its slow advance 
into the rural Hawaii town.

NATION
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 BY MARY ESCH

The Associated Press

MARATHON, N.Y. 

While most modern farmers work their fields ac-
companied by the rumble of a trusty tractor, 
sheep farmer Donn Hewes labors to the faint 
jingling of harnesses in rhythm with the hoof-

beats of horses and mules.
He readily admits that horse-powered farming takes 

more time and effort than tractor farming. But as one of a 
growing number of small-scale farmers dedicated to keep-
ing alive the art of the teamster, he’s fine with that.

“People always want to know how many dollars an hour 
can I make, and can I really profit from farming with hors-
es,” Hewes said. “We can, but to me, that’s the wrong ques-
tion. I benefit in so many ways. I benefit from working 
with young stock, building fertility for the farm, and 
all the time I get to spend enjoying doing what I’m 
doing.”

Hewes and his wife, Maryrose Livingston, 
own Northland Sheep Dairy on a hilltop in 
central New York, 40 miles south of Syra-
cuse. Livingston milks grass-fed sheep and 
sells handmade cheese. 

Hewes, who has a night job as a fire-
fighter, works about 100 acres of land with 
Percheron and Suffolk draft horses and 
mules pulling implements for haymak-
ing, compost spreading, snow-plowing and 
log-hauling.

Horse-powered farmers cite a number of 
reasons for eschewing engines. For example, 
horses don’t use fossil fuels, their manure con-
tributes to the farm’s fertility, and they cost less 
than tractors.

As president of Draft Animal Power Network, Hewes 
is dedicated to mentoring and sharing experiences with 
other farmers who want to work with horses.

“Young people are starting organic vegetable farms, re-
alizing there’s an opportunity to make healthy food for local 

markets,” Hewes said. “A segment of that movement is find-
ing out about draft animal power. That’s creating new de-
mand for horse-powered equipment, and Amish businesses 
are responding [by] making equipment that’s smaller and 
more accessible to beginning farmers.”

Dalton, Ohio-based Pioneer Equipment, an Amish man-
ufacturer of horse-drawn farm implements, recently came 
out with the Homesteader for small farms. It has inter-
changeable parts for plowing, harrowing, discing, plant-
ing, cultivating and harvesting row crops such as carrots, 

onions and potatoes.
It’s hard to quantify how many horse-powered farmers

there are. Stephen Leslie, who runs a horse-powered dairy 
and vegetable farm in Hartland, Vermont, said he has seen
a big increase since he and his wife started Cedar Moun-
tain Farm 20 years ago.

“When we started it was hard to find anyone with knowl-
edge or equipment,” said Leslie, whose book, “The New
Horse-Powered Farm,” was published in 2013. “Now, the
networking is incredible.”

Leslie said horse-powered farm equipment manufactur-
ers, most of which are Amish, all report increasing sales 
and a growing number of non-Amish customers. “That’s 
one way to gauge the health of horse farming,” Leslie said.

The Draft Animal Power Network has grown to 400 
members since it was formed in 2010, Hewes said.“We’ve 
had draft animal field days in the Northeast five out of the 

last seven years, and attendance keeps growing. There
were over 1,000 last year at the event in Barton, V t.”

On a recent afternoon, Hewes put a collar and 
harness on a young mule he bred from his mam-

moth jack donkey and a Percheron mare. 
Hitching the mule to a chain attached to a

heavy log, Hewes began a training session,
communicating with whistles, low voice
commands, and long leather lines attached
to a bit.

“When people want to get into this, I re-
ally encourage them to look for some men-
torship so they can have safe beginnings,” 

Hewes said. “That can be a challenge, be-
cause most of the old-timers who were born 

to farming with horses are gone. Today, it’s up
to people like me to fill the gap and provide men-

torship. That’s something I really enjoy.” 

Donn Hewes   uses draft horses and mules on his farm 
in Marathon, N.Y. Popular among small-scale farmers, 
horse-powered farming costs less than tractors and 
doesn’t pollute the environment.  
PHOTOS BY HEATHER AINSWORTH/AP
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RICHARD DREW/AP

Janet Jones, second left on stage, leads a Vixen Workout fitness concert at the Highline Ballroom in New York in  July . Jones, a former Miami Heat dancer 
 created the Vixen Workout two years ago . The high-energy routine has caught on in New York and other cities . 

TheThe VixenVixen WorkoutWorkout

 
As 

a woman 
“you need some 

type of release.  And 
you’re not a bad mother for 

thinking that, you’re not a bad wife, 
you’re not a bad anything. You’re gonna be 

a better person, in turn, to your family,

if you are the best version of yourself.”

Dance workout puts moves on women’s self-esteem

— Janet Jones, creator of the Vixen Workout

  BY VANESSA A. ALVAREZ

The Associated Press

 W
hen Janet Jones was laid off 
from her job as a financial assis-
tant two years ago and hit rock 
bottom, inspiration struck.

The former Miami Heat 
dancer decided to create a 

women’s-only workout with a safe space to let 
loose with girlfriends, listen to hip-hop and rap 
music, curse and even scream.

She called it the Vixen Workout.
As a woman “you need some type of release,” 

said Jones, who has a 5-year-old daughter.
“And you’re not a bad mother for thinking that, 

you’re not a bad wife, you’re not a bad anything,” 
said Jones, 33, who is based in Miami but also leads 
workouts in New York and other cities. “You’re 
gonna be a better person, in turn, to your family if 
you are the best version of yourself.”

Jones’ business grossed nearly $1.5 million in 
its first year, popularized through Instagram and 
word of mouth. Her classes have expanded nation-
ally and fitness concerts in Miami and New York, 
which hosted nearly 500 women each, sold out in 
just hours.

The workout has a nightclub vibe, complete with 
low lighting, strobe lights, foggy mirrors and the 
sounds of Beyonce, J.Lo, Busta Rhymes and other 
high-voltage artists. The moves and music Jones se-
lects are meant to empower women, making them 
feel like stars, she said.

At each class, Jones and her dance assistants 
ask the women to scream such phrases as “Yes, 
I’m fierce. Yes, I’m sexy. Yes, I got this!” Jones re-
minds them to live their lives with intention and to 
always reach for more.

And then they dance.
Jones teaches a repertoire of dance numbers 

choreographed to the newest hip-hop, R&B songs 
and house music. 

Her Vixen Army, as she affectionately calls her 
following, is encouraged to show up dressed in 
tights, funky T-shirts and sneaker wedges; their 
hair loose, lips painted and their girlfriends at their 
sides, ready for night-out-on-the-town excitement.

“It makes me feel good, it makes me feel sexy. 
It makes me feel energized,” said Jessie Diaz, 27, 
an admissions counselor from Harlem who started 
doing the workout last December with a group of 
15 girlfriends.

The classes have spurred big changes for Teena 
Marie DiBartolo, 25, who travels nearly three 
hours roundtrip from the Bronx to midtown Man-
hattan to take the class with her mother, Mayra 
DiBartolo, 53. 

Teena Marie has lost nearly 50 
pounds since she started doing 
the workouts last Oc-
tober. More 
than the 

weight, she says the positive messages have helped 
her see herself in a new way.

“It’s definitely made me more confident, and in-
spired me to, as the slogan says ‘Stay hungry, live 
fierce,’ ” said DiBartolo. “I was so shy if you had 
met me a year ago, but it sparked something in me. 
It motivated me to reach higher.”

Classes cost $15 in Miami and $18 in New York 
for hourlong sessions. Each week nearly 2,000 
women show up to take at least one of the many 
classes offered in Miami, New York, Hoboken, 
N .J ., Chicago or Los Angeles.

As word of Vixen Workout spreads so do plans 
for expansion, Jones said. Up next: Texas.

“It needs to be worldwide,” she said. “I feel 
like it’s my responsibility to even try to 
change a speck of what a woman 
feels about herself.” 
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WAR/MILITARY

 BY LYNNE O’DONNELL

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan  — From her 
wheelchair, Maryam Samimi punched the 
air as the referee’s whistle signaled her 
basketball team’s win in an Afghan nation-
al tournament, a moment of joy in a coun-
try often unkind to those missing limbs.

Many amputees in Afghanistan lan-
guish without access to care and become 
depressed and isolated. And with mines 
and unexploded ord nance still scattered 
across this country ravaged by decades of 
nonstop war, more will be maimed  from 
explosions.

However, an International Committee 
of the Red Cross program offering sports 
to amputees has seen hundreds sign up to 
play wheelchair basketball.

“From my experience, I know that when 
you lose a part of your body, big or small, 
for the first month, you don’t want to be 
alive anymore. You don’t want to see the 
future, everything stops,” said Shukrullah 
Zeerak, a supervising physiotherapist at 
an ICRC center who lost his right leg below 
the knee in a mine blast in 1995. “But slow-
ly you adapt ; you survive.”

Afghanistan is often described as one 
big minefield, with experts estimating that 
10 million mines — mostly from the for-
mer Soviet Union but also from the United 
States, Britain, Belgium and Italy — have 
been dropped or laid across the country. 
The explosives, including those planted by 
the Taliban, continue to kill and maim.

Some 40,500 amputees have registered 
with the ICRC’s Orthopedic Project in Af-
ghanistan since 1988. Of that figure, 67 

percent are victims of mines and 76 per-
cent are civilians, statistics of war that has 
lasted more than 30 years and which, even 
as most of the U.S.-led foreign combat forc-
es are withdrawing, shows no sign of end-
ing. The true number of amputees living in 
Afghanistan is likely even higher.

Four years ago, the ICRC decided to re-
cruit amputees for sports teams as a way 
to help them both physically and mentally. 
Now, hundreds of amputees play wheel-

chair basketball in teams in six of the 
country’s 34 provinces, with the best of 
them playing in the national league.

“They become stars that they wouldn’t 
have been if they hadn’t been disabled,” 
Zeerak said.

Jess Markt, of Boulder, Colo ., served as 
a referee at the national tournament. He 
has been traveling to Afghanistan to coach 
wheelchair basketball players since 2009 
and now spends up to four months  per year 

in the country. At home, he plays point 
guard for the Denver Rolling Nuggets in 
the National Wheelchair Basketball Asso-
ciation and coaches the women’s team.

Markt compared Afghanistan with the
United States after World War II, when 
people with disabilities who had been mar-
ginalized from society began organizing 
activities that are now, like the Paralym-
pics, part of mainstream sport.

“This is changing society,” he said.
And for Samimi, who lost both her feet

above the ankle after stepping on a land 
mine when she was 6, the joy of her Mazar-
if-Sharif beating Herat 33-9 wasn’t just for 
the final score.

“I am very happy that we won, but I am
happy for them, too,” she said. 

Afghanistan war amputees find new life, pride in sports

From victims to ‘stars’

PHOTOS BY MASSOUD HOSSAINI/AP

 Players from Balkh province,  in whit e , celebrate Tuesday during a match against the team from Herat province in Afghanistan’s national wheelchair basketball tournament 
organized by the International Committee of the Red Cross  in Kabul, Afghanistan.  

 A Balkh province player  shoots the ball Tuesday during a match against the team from 
Herat province  in Afghanistan’s national wheelchair basketball tournament .  

 Players  cheer Tuesday during  the 
wheelchair basketball tournament 
organized  in Kabul .
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Sri Lanka: Unlikely to 
find mudslide survivors

 KOSLANDA, Sri Lanka —
There was no hope of finding survi-
vors after a mudslide tore through
a tea plantation, a Sri Lankan di-
saster official said Thursday, amid
widely conflicting reports about
how many people had been buried
alive under the mud.

Disaster Management Minister
Mahinda Amaraweera estimated
the number of dead in Wednes-
day’s disaster at the Koslanda tea
plantation would be fewer than 
100, although villagers said the
figure could easily exceed 200.

“I have visited the scene and
from what I saw I don’t think
there will be any survivors,”
Amaraweera told The Associat-
ed Press on Thursday. “But that
number is less than 100.”

Initial reports from Sri Lanka’s
Disaster Management Center
said some 250 people were miss-
ing. But Amaraweera has cut that 
figure significantly, saying some 
people believed to have been
buried were actually at work or
school when the mudslide struck
at 7:30 a.m. in the island nation’s
central hills.

President Mahinda Rajapaksa 
visited the disaster site Thursday
and spoke to residents who have
been kept in schools and temples.

Heavy monsoon rains caused
the mudslide, which wiped out
120 tea workers’ homes in Badulla
district,  said Lal Sarath Kumara,
an official from the Disaster Man-
agement Center.
From The Associated Press

WORLD

 The Associated Press

DONETSK, Ukraine — Dark 
tunnels in the basement of a 
bombed-out hospital in the eastern 
city of Donetsk lead to a makeshift 
shelter. Opening the door hardly 
alleviates the gloom, for the only 
lighting inside is the flicker of 
handmade oil lamps.

The inhabitants move around 
like shadows, eyes dull and faces 
weary with hardship, dressed in 
several layers of worn-out sweat-
shirts, vests and jackets. The 
tiny rooms are lit with sunflower 
oil poured into saucers and set 
aflame. These people took ref-
uge in the abandoned hospital’s 
basement after their own homes 
were destroyed. They are either 
too poor or old to flee the brutal 
separatist war that has ravaged 
Ukraine’s east. 

Their dire situation is about to 

become much worse as Donetsk, 
which has lost nearly half of its 1 
million-strong population, braces 
for winter. In eastern Ukraine, 
where temperatures typically stay 
below freezing all winter, damage 
to critical infrastructure and lack 
of adequate shelter for the newly 
homeless could mean death from 
cold for many.

“We have nowhere to go,” said 
Vera Dvornikova, 70, a  janitor who 
has been living in the basement of 
Hospital 18  since her apartment 
was obliterated by shelling in late 
July. Her murky room is cluttered 
with shabby relics of the past, bat-
tered old chairs and something 
with a blanket on it, which could 
be a bed.  

The basement that Dvornikova 

shares with 19 others has no run-
ning water or heating, and electric-
ity has been cut off for a month. 

The hospital lies in a residential 
area full of five-story blocks with 
missing roofs, gaping holes in the 
walls and gutted windows. The 
neighborhood is across the bridge 
from the airport which has been 
an epicenter of heavy fighting be-
tween pro-Russia rebels and gov-
ernment forces for weeks.  

A few blocks away, a repair 
team is fixing a hot water pipe that 
will soon switch heating on for one 
of the damaged houses. Alexander 
Zuyev, the team’s supervisor, said 
it is not within his power to help 
Dvornikova and her fellow lodgers 
because the hospital, like many 
buildings in the neighborhood, has 

been too heavily damaged. With-
out the roof and windows, he said, 
fixing the heating is pointless.

 About 1,000 houses and apart-
ment blocks, some 10 percent of 
the city’s total, have been damaged 
by shelling, according to Maxim 
Rovinsky, a former official in the 
Donetsk City Hall. Many are be-
yond repair. 

Ukraine’s Social Affairs Min-
istry says the government has 
compensation measures in place 
for damaged houses, adding that 
regional governments are obliged 
to provide temporary accom-
modation for people in need. But 
in reality, residents of destroyed 
homes find no officials to turn to 
— forcing them to find their own 
shelter . 

DMITRY LOVETSKY/AP

 Vladimir Tumanov, whose home was destroyed in late August, hides from shelling with his dogs in the 
basement under a hospital near Donetsk airport  in eastern Ukraine.  Damage to  critical infrastructure   is 
expected to have a harsh effect on residents of Donetsk as winter approaches.

Winter 
outlook 
bleak for 
Donetsk
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PHOTOS BY DAVID ROLFE, THE WINSTON-SALEM JOURNAL/AP

 Chuck Eldridge and Harriett Cohen pose at their business, The 
Tattoo Archive, in downtown Winston-Salem, N.C., in August.  The 
Tattoo Archive is a  museum featuring tattoo memorabilia, gadgets, 
machinery and flash — drawings and paintings of tattoo designs . 
Among the items in the museum are a 1960s photograph of 
tattoo artist Doc Forbes with a young client at left, and  a tattoo-
centered postcard, at top, from the 1940s .  

NATION

North Carolina museum chronicles history of tattoos
 BY LYNN FELDER

Winston-Salem Journal

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. — 

Once, tattoos were the 
exclusive territory of 
“loose women, sailors 
and prisoners,” Harriett 

Cohen said.
But that started to change in 

the 1980s when rock stars and 
rock-star athletes started sport-
ing skin art. Now, soccer moms 
and rock fans are equally likely to 
display skin that is adorned with 
permanent images — from moth-
ers to monsters, from deities to 
demons.

Cohen and her partner in life 
and love of ink, C.W. “Chuck” 
Eldridge, own and operate The 
Tattoo Archive and The Book 
Mistress on Fourth Street. The 
storefront houses two businesses 
and a nonprofit organization.

The Book Mistress portion is a 
book store where you can browse 
through big, gorgeous, coffee-
table books full of tattoo designs 
and smaller, soft-cover books that 
show specific tattoo and artifact 
collections. Many are out of print 
or hard to find. Cohen sells them 
in the store and online at  book-
mistress.net.

The Tattoo Archive is a tattoo 
museum; it’s a collection of tattoo 
memorabilia, gadgets, machinery 
and flash, which is what drawings 
and paintings of tattoo designs 
are called. There is the tattoo 
shop in the back, where Eldridge 
does custom tattooing.

The nonprofit, The Paul Rog-
ers Tattoo Research Center, was 
formed in 1992 when Eldridge, 
who already had a large tattoo 
collection, inherited a “huge col-
lection” from Paul Rogers, a leg-
end in the tattoo world.

Ed Hardy, a tattoo artist who 
achieved international fame when 
he developed a popular line of ap-
parel and accessories, is one of 
four directors of the board of the 
nonprofit, the Paul Rogers Tattoo 
Research Center. Eldridge is an-
other. Their stated mission is to 
“safeguard his (Rogers’) collec-
tion and his legacy in the tattoo 
world.” A book about Rogers by 
Don Lucas calls him “The Father 
of the American Tattooing.”

Born in 1905 in western North 
Carolina to a family of textile 
workers, Rogers went to work in 
cotton mills when he was 13. He 
didn’t make it past third grade, 
but started drawing around the 
age of 20 and became interested 
in gymnastics and acrobatics.

His curiosity about tattoos was 
piqued by an uncle and a trav-
eling salesman. They had both 

gotten tattoos when they were in 
the military. Rogers had a long 
memory and kept good records. 
He told Lucas that he bought a 
tattoo kit that ran off dry-cell bat-
teries and started tattooing on 
Oct. 11, 1928. At first, he tattooed 
only himself because, “There was 
nobody getting tattooed around 
there then.”

But then he tattooed anyone 
who would let him — until he got 
good enough to be hired by a trav-
eling carnival. There, he met his 
wife, Helen, the boss’ daughter, 
who was a Hawaiian dancer and 
snake dancer.

Rogers traveled throughout the 
’30s and ’40s up and down the east 
coast to Portsmouth and Norfolk, 
Va., and Charleston, S.C., to name 
just few, building his reputation 
as a tattooist. In the 1950 and ’60s, 
he spent time in Spartanburg, 
S.C., Jacksonville, N.C., and An-
chorage, Alaska, finally settling 
in Jacksonville Beach, Fla., in the 
1970s. There, he tattooed less and 
worked more on tattoo machines, 
eventually building them.

“His tattoo machines were sold 
around the world,” Eldridge said, 
“and are still selling as collectors’ 
items.”

And Rogers collected items.
“What’s unique about Paul’s 

collection is that it was intact at 
the time of his death in 1990,” El-
dridge said.

Eldridge, also 
a native North 
Carolinian from 
Elgin, joined the 
U.S. Navy when he 
was 18 to “see the 
world.” He got out 
of the service in 
1969 and knocked 
around the San 
Francisco Bay 
area, washing dish-
es in a soul-food 
cafe and building 
custom bicycles 
until he discovered 
tattooing the 1970s 
and made that his 
life’s work.

Eldridge got 
some tattoos and 
learned the trade 
from an artist in 
San Francisco and 
opened the first 
Tattoo Archive in 
Berkeley in 1982.

“Even then, the 
history was the 
main focus,” El-
dridge said. “Tattoos paid the 
bills.” As they do now, along with 
the book sales. Eldridge said that 
he does about two tattoos a day.

He met Rogers in the ’70s 

through mutual acquaintances 
and they communicated through-
out the years, running into one 
another at occasional tattoo 
conventions.

“He knew the effort I was put-
ting in the history of tattooing,” 
Eldridge said. Rogers’ family 
didn’t share his passion for the 
art of tattooing. He wanted his 
collection to go to someone who 
would care for it.

“I was getting sick of the Bay 
area after 36 years,” Eldridge 
said, and he felt that Rogers’ col-
lection belonged in western North 
Carolina where it had its genesis. 
That was the impetus for creat-
ing the nonprofit in 1993, and 
Eldridge started raising money 
to move and house the collection 
here.

Cohen and Eldridge met when 

she went into his shop in Berke-
ley in 2000 to get a tattoo to 
commemorate her dog who had 
recently died. 

She ended up getting a dog-
wood blossom, somewhat coinci-
dentally that’s the North Carolina
state flower. 

They were married in 2005, 
and moved to Winston-Salem and 
opened shop in 2007.

About 250 pieces of art and ar-
tifacts are hanging on the walls
of the Tattoo Archives, including
an exhibit on “Patriotic Tattoo-
ing.” area that spotlights patriotic 
tattoos. It will be on display until 
Oct. 31. 

EXPOSED!EXPOSED!
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Great Britain opens 
National Sperm Bank

LONDON — Britain opened a 
National Sperm Bank on Thurs-
day to help meet rising demand 
for donors.

Officials said it is designed 
to help single women, men with 
fertility problems and same-sex 
couples to build families.

The bank was set up to counter 
a national shortage of sperm do-
nors at a time when the number 
of patients seeking sperm dona-
tion is increasing.   One goal is to 
increase donors from inside Brit-
ain to lessen reliance on sperm 
from other countries. Both Den-
mark and the United States sup-
ply large quantities of sperm to 
Britain to offset the shortage.

Japan trying to pick up 
pace to restart reactors

TOKYO — Japan quickened its 
pace to restarting its idled atomic 
reactors after local officials voted 
Tuesday to resume operations at 
Sendai’s nuclear plant on the na-
tion’s southern island.

Council members for the town 

of Satsumasendai on the island of 
Kyushu voted 19-4 to restart the 
reactors as soon as possible in an 
almost 3½-hour meeting inter-
rupted frequently by the shouts of 
protesters opposing the measure.

Sendai’s two reactors are the 
first of Japan’s atomic plants 
in line to restart under tougher 
safety rules set by the Nuclear 
Regulation Authority, the agency 
created after the Fukushima di-
saster to restore confidence in the 
industry. Japan’s 48 operable re-
actors are offline and their future 
has created a deep divide over 
atomic power.

   Protesters storm 
Burkina Faso parliament

OUAGADOUGOU, Burkina 
Faso — Protesters stormed Burki-
na Faso’s parliament Thursday, 
dragging furniture and comput-
ers onto the street and setting the 
main chamber ablaze, forcing the 
government to cancel a vote to 
allow the president to seek anoth-
er term next year.

Protesters swarmed other areas 
of the capital, Ouagadougou, and 
the country . 
 From The Associated Press 

WORLD

Hero is honored 
for saving London 
from WWII flooding

 The Associated Press

LONDON — Every day, boats 
full of tourists and commuters 
float by a pale patch on the wall 
that lines the River Thames near 
Britain’s Houses of Parliament.

Few notice the concrete mark, 
or recognize it as evidence of how 
close London came to drowning 
during World War II. It is a piece 
of hidden history that has been un-
covered by a team of professional 
and amateur archaeologists.

On Wednesday a group of engi-
neers and civic dignitaries  were 
to unveil a plaque commemorat-
ing Thomas Peirson Frank, lead-
er of a secret squad of engineers 
and laborers who worked night 
after night during World War II to 
repair flood defenses hit in Ger-
man air raids.

As bombs fell and fires raged, 
teams marshaled by Frank used 
rubble, sandbags and finally con-
crete to mend breaches in the 
Thames wall that threatened the 

inundation of thousands of busi-
nesses and homes.

“It could have brought London 
to its knees very, very easily,” 
said Gustav Milne, director of 
the Thames Discovery Program, 
a project that brings together ex-
perts and volunteers to explore 
the archaeology of London’s 
river.

“Not just people drowning 
— we would have lost buildings, 
it would have flooded the sewers 
and brought up all the sewage, 
it would have contaminated the 
water supplies, cut off gas and 
electricity. There would have 
been widespread devastation and 
huge loss of life.”

London burned during the war, 
but it never flooded, due in large 
measure to Frank, chief engineer 
for the London County Council, 
and his crews.

But their story is little known 
— obscured first by wartime se-
crecy, then by gradual forgetting.

That began to change when 

Milne and his team noticed the 
large concrete patch, 30 feet 
across at its widest, in the 19th-
century river wall. Chunks of the 
wall’s granite parapet lie scat-
tered along the muddy river fore-
shore nearby.

The researchers suspected the 
damage had been done by a Luft-
waffe bomb, but the agency in 
charge of the river did not have 
any record of it.

Deep in the London Metro-
politan Archives, the researchers 
found files revealing the truth 
that had been hidden from Lon-
doners during the war and later 

forgotten — the river wall was 
hit 121 times between 1940 and 
1945, 84 of them during the Blitz 
of September 1940 to May 1941.

The number of bomb strikes on 
the river was suppressed at the 
time so as not to alarm London-
ers or alert Nazi Germany to the 
city’s vulnerability.

London was fortunate to have 
Frank, a ferociously well-orga-
nized and industrious civil ser-
vant who had served in World War 
I and by the 1930s was warning of 
the city’s vulnerability to floods.

When war broke out, Frank 
was put in charge of maintaining 

London’s roads and utilities. He
set up four depots along the river,
staffed by engineers and road re-
pair crews, augmented by troops
from the Royal Engineers.

Each time the river defenses
were hit, Frank’s teams were sent 
in, often while bombs were still 
falling and with little protective
equipment.

“They were working in their 
own clothes ... in black toxic 
gunge,” Milne said. “They didn’t
even have overalls provided,
much less Wellington boots.” 

MATT DUNHAM/AP

 River Thames archaeology expert Gustav Milne on Tuesday stands next to a repaired section of the 
embankment river wall that was damaged by a German bomb dropped during World War II in London. 
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A child touches the model of a 
dinosaur, above, while workers 
transport a model, left, at the 
exhibition “World of Dinosaurs” 
in a former surface mining area 
in Grosspoesna near Leipzig, 
Germany, on Wednesday . More 
than 50 exhibits of different 
species of dinosaurs are on 
display until Nov. 30.
PHOTOS BY JENS MEYER/AP

Dino-mite

WORLD

 The Associated Press

STOCKHOLM — Sweden’s new 
government on Thursday recog-
nized a Palestinian state at a time 
of increased tensions between 
Arabs and Jews over Israel’s plans 
to build about 1,000 housing units 
in east Jerusalem.

The EU member country joined 
only two other Western European 
countries — Malta and Cyprus 
— that have officially recognized 
a Palestinian state.

Foreign Minister Margot Wall-
strom said the Scandinavian 
country had decided on the move 
because the criteria of interna-
tional law required for such rec-
ognition had been fulfilled.

“There is a territory, a people 
and government,” she told report-
ers in Stockholm.

Wallstrom said she hopes Swe-
den’s “excellent cooperation (with 

Israel) would continue” neverthe-
less and that the decision would be 
met in Jerusalem “in a construc-
tive way.”

Israel was quick to condemn 
Sweden’s move .

Israeli Foreign Minister Avig-
dor Lieberman described it as “a 
miserable decision that strength-
ens the extremist elements and 
Palestinian rejectionism.”

“It’s a shame that the govern-
ment of Sweden chose to take a 
declarative step that only causes 
harm.”

The 28-nation European Union 
has said it would recognize a Pal-
estinian state “when appropriate,” 
and has urged that negotiations to 
achieve a two-state solution be re-
sumed as soon as possible.

In a symbolic move, British 
lawmakers earlier this month 
voted in favor of recognizing Pal-
estine as a state. 

Sweden stirs controversy by 
recognizing Palestinian state
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FAITH

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS/AP

These photos taken from a video provided by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints shows the 
temple garment, a white, two-piece cotton clothing worn by church members.  The four-minute video, 
posted recently on the church’s website and available on YouTube, compares the  garments to holy vest-
ments worn in other religious faiths . The  undergarments are worn daily by devout adult members of the 
church to remind them of their commitment to God to live good, honorable lives.

Mormons address mystery 
surrounding undergarments

Peeling back the secrecy
 BY BRADY MCCOMBS

The Associated Press

 The Mormon church is address-
ing the mystery that has long 
surrounded undergarments 
worn by its faithful with a new 

video explaining the practice in-depth 
while admonishing ridicule from out-
siders about what it considers a symbol 
of Latter-day Saints’ devotion to God.

The four-minute video on The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints’ website compares the white, 
two-piece cotton “temple garments” to 
holy vestments worn in other religious 
faiths such as a Catholic nun’s habit or 
a Muslim skullcap.

The footage is part of a recent effort 
by the Salt Lake City-based religion to 
explain or clarify on some of the faith’s 
more sensitive beliefs. Articles posted 
on the church’s website in the past 
two years have addressed the faith’s 
past ban on black men in the lay cler-
gy; its early history of polygamy; and 
the misconception that members are 
taught they’ll get their own planet in 
the afterlife.

The latest video dispels the notion 
that Latter-day Saints believe temple 
garments have special protective pow-
ers, a stereotype perpetuated on the 
Internet and in popular culture by 
those who refer to the sacred clothing 
as “magical Mormon underwear.”

“These words are not only inaccu-
rate but also offensive to members,” 
the video says. “There is nothing magi-
cal or mystical about temple garments, 
and church members ask for the same 
degree of respect and sensitivity that 
would be afforded to any other faith by 
people of goodwill.”

The video and accompanying arti-
cle feature more detailed information 
about the garments than has ever be-
fore been released to the public, Mor-
mon scholars say.

It was made to fill a void on the In-

ternet, which has little, if any, accurate 
information about the undergarments, 
church spokesman Eric Hawkins said 
in a statement.

The video, also available on You-
Tube, explains that the undergarments 
are worn daily by devout adult Latter-
day Saints as a reminder of their com-
mitment to God to live good, honorable 
lives.

The garments, which resemble a 
T-shirt and shorts, are shown laid out 
on a table in what marks a rare public 
glimpse at clothing that normally is 
hidden from outsiders. 

Members are taught not to hang the 
garments in public places to dry or dis-
play them in view of people “who do 
not understand their significance.”

The video comes two years after jabs 
about the undergarments were lobbed 

at Mitt Romney in 2012 with the intent 
to damage his candidacy as the first 
Mormon presidential nominee of a 
major political party.

The video’s focus on the offensive-
ness of flippant remarks about the 
undergarments shows the church no 
longer will tolerate them, said Armand 
Mauss, a retired professor of sociology 
and religious studies at Washington 
State University.

The church has some 15 million 
members worldwide.

Latter-day Saints seem pleased by 
the refreshing transparency from the 
church on a topic that has been the 
source of much curiosity among outsid-
ers, some of whom are rude about, said 
Jana Riess, who blogs about Mormon-
ism for the Religion News Service.

She wrote  that she hopes the footage 
will “persuade gawkers that there’s 
nothing to see here, folks.”

“They now have something official to 
point to if people ask questions,” Riess 
said in an interview. “I love that they 
put it on YouTube for the entire world 
to see. I think that’s very brave.” 
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From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

12
The number of 
children a western 
Michigan couple 
have — all boys. 
And another child is 

on the way, due May 9. Even though 
Jay and Kateri Schwandt of Rockford 
are sticking to their tradition of not 
finding out in advance whether they’re 
having a boy or girl, they said they’d 
be shocked if their streak is broken. 
Jay said he would love to have a girl, 
but they’re just hoping for a healthy 
baby. Still, he would like to see the ef-
fect of adding a girl to the family of 12 
boys, ages 1 to 22. “I’ve experienced 
all the boy stuff,” he said. “... It would 
be really neat to experience the other 
side.” Kateri said she would lean to-
ward having one more boy. “A little girl 
would be neat to have in the house, 
but a little boy kind of takes the pres-
sure off,” she said. “We know what we 
are doing. Why change things up?”

 Unopened mail to judge 
found under desk

TX DALLAS — Dallas 
County officials say 

some mail addressed to a crimi-
nal court judge went unopened 
for two years.

Workers last week found about 
700 unopened pieces of mail 
stuffed inside boxes and a bag 
under a court coordinator’s desk 
after her last day of work.

Some letters were from defen-
dants about their cases and con-
tained checks to pay fines and 
court costs.

The messages were addressed 
to 282nd District Court Judge 
Andy Chatham, who is leaving 
the bench by year’s end. He said 
the district clerk’s office is read-
ing each letter, and so far, it ap-
pears that no cases have been 
affected.  

 Injured hawk ready for 
release after recovery

WI ONALASKA — A red-
tailed hawk has been 

rehabilitated and is ready to be 
released in the Chippewa Valley 
after it survived a 140-mile jour-
ney stuck in the grill of a vehicle.

A.J. the hawk was rescued in 
July after it collided with a vehi-
cle north of Chippewa Falls. The 
driver initially thought the bird 
was dead and was unable to re-
move it from the grill.

The hawk had two broken bones 
in one wing, according to Kathy 
KasaKaitas,  animal control pro-
tection and rescue supervisor at 
the Coulee Region Humane Soci-
ety in Onalaska. Although raptors 
with badly broken wings are usu-
ally euthanized, A.J. was given a 
chance to recover after surviving 
such odds, she said.   KasaKaitas 
will try to bring the hawk back 
to where it originally came from 
to rejoin its former surroundings 
and companion.

 The raptor was named after 
Green Bay Packer linebacker 
A.J. Hawk. 

‘Hello Kitty’ arrested on 
drunken driving charge

ME GORHAM — Police 
say a Maine woman 

who was pulled over while wear-
ing a Hello Kitty costume was 
arrested on a drunken driving 
charge.

Gorham police say officers 
stopped Carrie Gipson, 37, of 
Westbrook, at about 2 a.m. Sun-
day because she driving in the 
wrong lane.

They say she refused to take a 
breath test and was arrested for 
operating under the influence. 
She was taken to the Cumberland 
County jail.

Her police mugshot shows her 
wearing a red and white Hello 
Kitty costume, minus the doll’s 
mammoth head.

 Heiress leaves $40M
to boarding school

VA MIDDLEBURG — A 
small boarding school 

in northern Virginia hunt country 
is the recipient of the largest ever 
gift to a secondary girls’ school: 
a $40 million bequest from a 

THE CENSUS

Standard Oil heiress who liked 
to drive around in an Oldsmobile 
station wagon.

Ruth Bedford of Westport, 
Conn., died in June at age 99. She 
volunteered with the Red Cross 
in England during World War 
II, worked as a stage manager 
on Broadway, and was known to 
enjoy a glass of Scotch.

She had informed her alma 
mater, the Foxcroft School in 
Middleburg, that she planned to 
remember it in her will, but school 
administrators were stunned 
when they learned she had be-
queathed $40 million. The gift 
doubles the school’s endowment.  

Falling coconut sends
lifeguard to the hospital

HI HONOLULU — A Hono-
lulu lifeguard is recover-

ing from a head injury after he 
was struck by a falling coconut at 
Hanauma Bay.

KHON-TV reports Harold Tes-
hima on Friday afternoon had 
climbed down from his lifeguard 
tower to start cleaning up when 
he was hit in the head.

He woke up in a daze, felt his 

forehead and discovered blood 
dripping down his nose.

Fellow lifeguards found a 3- to 
4-pound coconut the size of a soft-
ball nearby. Teshima was taken 
to a hospital and diagnosed with 
a concussion, cut, neck strain and 
nausea.

Teshima said lifeguards two or 
three weeks ago reported coco-
nuts the size of golf balls or bigger 
were falling. 

Mayor: City plow blades 
will keep Jesus theme

SD SIOUX FALLS — The 
mayor of Sioux Falls 

said the city will not paint over 
religious messages that parochial 
school students put on city-owned 
snow plow blades unless it is le-
gally forced to do so.

Mayor Mike Huether told 
KELO-AM radio on Tuesday that 
the city is holding firm in its posi-
tion: “Unless, I guess, I get some 
Supreme Court case (that) says 
that I have to.”

Students at Lutheran High 
School and Sioux Falls Lutheran 
School painted the plow blades as 
part of the city’s Paint the Plows 

program. One blade includes the 
words “Jesus Christ” and the 
other “Happy Birthday Jesus.”

The Siouxland Freethinkers 
complained to the city, saying 
the religious artwork on publicly 
owned vehicles violates the con-
stitutional separation of church 
and state.

 City Attorney David Pfeifle 
said officials are still doing a 
“delicate balancing test” be-
tween competing clauses within 
the First Amendment, including 
free speech, freedom of religion 
and the separation of church and 
state.

“Our goal is to not paint them 
over, and we’re exploring every 
option,” he said.  

 Large flightless bird 
closes highway

IN PERU — Police say a 
large flightless bird 

forced the closing of a northern 
Indiana highway for about 10 
minutes while officers and mo-
torists tried to corral it.

The 5-foot-tall bird called a 
rhea escaped from a farm Mon-
day and ran onto U.S. 24 near 

Richard Underly looks up at his giant mummy in Portage, Mich., on Thursday. At 23 feet high, the 
mummy is nearing twice the size as last year’s Halloween decoration. “It made me popular and put me 
on the map,” Underly said.

Giant mummy haunts Mich. town
MARK BUGNASKI, KALAMAZOO (MICH.) GAZETTE/AP

Peru, about 80 miles north of
Indianapolis. Rheas are native 
to South America and similar to
ostriches and emus.

State Police 1st Sgt. Bob Bur-
gess tells the Kokomo Tribune 
an animal control officer shot the
bird with a tranquilizer dart but
the bird fled into traffic. Mean-
while, officers contacted the
previous owner of the bird, who
arrived on the scene and was able 
to tackle it.

Burgess says the previous
owner loaded the bird into a pick-
up truck and returned it to its new
owner. 

  Low supply has road 
salt provider scrambling

OH TOLEDO — An Indi-
ana company that sup-

plies road salt to Ohio is importing 
shipments from the northern Af-
rica nation of Morocco because of 
the short supply and high prices.

Midwest Salt plans to bring in 
171,000 tons through the port of
Toledo.

“Typically, we’re purchasing
from domestic producers as well,
but this was the next-best option,”
said Andrew Thiele, president of
Midwest Salt, which is based in
Fort Wayne, Ind.

Most of the salt that typically
comes through the Toledo port
is from mines in northeast Ohio 
or southern Ontario, not from
overseas.

 Ohio used more than 1 million
tons of salt on state roads last year
— a nearly 60 percent increase
over the average. The average
price per ton was $35 a year ago.
This year, it’s up to more than
$100 per ton. A few counties re-
ceived no bids from suppliers. 
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BY GREGG ELLMAN

McClatchy-Tribune News Service

I was emailed an offer to try out the Rachio 
Iro sprinkler system, described as easy to 
set up and use. “As for the sprinkler, you 
plug it in where your old controller was and 

then it helps create a customized watering sched-
ule with you home Wi-Fi network. You then can 
change or update it from your phone anywhere 
you have a signal.”

Sure enough, it was pretty much that easy.
There are instructions for the setup, including 

step-by-step instructions and video tutorials on 
the website, which are a great help.

Since it did involve electrical work (connecting 
wires), I had a friend over who has much more 
electrical knowledge. There seemed to be nothing 
to it, however. Rachio recommends that users 
take a photo of the wiring before you do anything, 
so you remember how everything should go back 
together.

With the Rachio Iro system, you need a con-
stant Wi-Fi signal hitting the box. That allows 
control of the system from any smartphone, tablet 
or computer anywhere in the world.

Before you begin the physical setup, you might 
need to relocate your Wi-Fi router or extend your 
existing Wi-Fi signal to reach the Rachio box.

The box has fl ashing LEDs to indicate whether 
you have a good signal.

I’ve always wanted the greenest lawn on the 
street, and controlling the water schedule is 
always a challenge.

The Rachio system replaces your existing 
controller without needing to do anything to the 
sprinklers.

Once you’re hooked up, set up your zones for 
what days you want it to run and for how long.

If you’re on the other side of the country and 
you get a warning for heavy rain coming on a day 
the sprinklers are set to turn on, no problem. Just 
turn on the app (free at the Apple App Store and 
Google Play) and shut your system down for the 
day. 

Online: rach.io, $249

Epson’s new luster metallic inkjet photo paper 
presents one big problem: I like it so much that 
I keep printing and printing and printing. That 
means using more and more ink, but with the look 
of this metallic paper, it’s worth every drop.

When metallic photo papers were fi rst intro-
duced to the consumer market, they raised a lot 
of eyebrows from skeptics. But the fi nished prints 
certainly bring the wow factor.

If you’re not familiar with metallic paper, this 
description, as printed on the outside of the box, 
will either explain it well or make your head spin:

“Designed with an incredible Dmax and rich 
color gamut, this semi-gloss E surface, photo-
graphic paper features a unique metallic surface 
that provides extreme sharpness and depth.”

What this high-quality paper does is make col-
ors incredibly vibrant. In some ways you can say 
it has a 3-D look; the colors are so vibrant it kept 
me printing for hours.

A friend in the photo industry described it this 
way: “The fl exible paper has a see-through refl ec-
tive coating that allows vibrant colors to come 
alive.”

I added a touch of extra saturation in Adobe 
Photoshop, which made the prints (sporting 
events, landscapes) even better.

The paper is available with luster or glossy fi n-
ish in sizes from 8.5 by 11 inches, 25 sheet packs 
for $24, up to 36 inches by 100-foot rolls for $359.

Online: Epson.com 

GADGET WATCH

Wi-fi sprinkler system a refreshing idea

ITUNES MOVIESITUNES MUSIC APPSVIDEO GAMESSPOTIFY MUSIC
Top 10 albums on iTunes for Oct. 29:

1. “Partners,” Barbra Streisand
2. “Sundown Heaven Town (Deluxe 
Edition),” Tim McGraw
3. “RUN WILD. LIVE FREE. LOVE 
STRONG.,” for KING & COUNTRY
4. “Anything Goes,” Florida Georgia 
Line
5. “Bulletproof Picasso,” Train
6. “The Cowboy Rides Away: Live 
From AT&T Stadium,” George Strait
7. “World On Fire (featuring Myles 
Kennedy & The Conspirators),” Slash
8. “Old Boots, New Dirt,” Jason 
Aldean
9. “Title — EP,” Meghan Trainor
10. “Guardians of the Galaxy: Awe-
some Mix, Vol. 1,” Various Artists

— Compiled by MCT

The most streamed tracks on Spotify 
from Oct. 20-26:

1. “Shake It Off,” Taylor Swift
2. “All About That Bass,” Meghan 
Trainor
3. “Animals,” Maroon 5
4. “I’m Not The Only One,” Sam Smith
5. “Bang Bang,” Jessie J.
6. “Cool Kids,” Echosmith
7. “Stay With Me,” Sam Smith
8. “Don’t Tell ‘Em,” Jeremih
9. “Take Me To Church,” Hozier
10. “Blame,” Calvin Harris

— Compiled by The Associated Press

Top 10 movies downloaded from the 
iTunes Store for October 29:

1. “Transformers: Age of Extinction”
2. “Godzilla”
3. “The Fault In Our 
Stars”
4. “Captain 
America: The Win-
ter Soldier”
5. “Live Die Repeat: 
Edge of Tomorrow”
6. “Fed Up”
7. “Chef”
8. “The Lunchbox”
9. “Blended”
10. “Draft Day”

— Compiled by MCT

Game Informer rank the Top 10 horror 
games for Halloween:

1. “The Evil Within,” PS4, Xbox One, 
PS3, 360, PC
2. “Alien: Isolation,” PS4, Xbox One, 
PS3, 360, PC
3. “The Vanishing of Ethan Carter,” PC
4. “Metro Redux,” PS4, Xbox One, PC
5. “Five Nights at Freddy’s,” PC, iOS
6. “The Walking Dead: Season Two,” 
PS4, Xbox One, PS3, 360, PC, iOS
7. “P.T.,” PS4
8. “Neverending Nightmares,” PC
9. “Lifeless Planet,” PC
10 . “Among the Sleep,” PC

— Compiled by MCT

Top 5 new free apps for Oct. 29:

ANDROID

1. Clash of Gangs
2. New Words With Friends
3. Bubble Shooter Galaxy
4. Gods Rush
5. RETRY

Top 5 free apps for Oct. 29:

APPLE

1. Facebook Messenger
2. Spider-Man Unlimited
3. Yik Yak
4. Amazing Thief
5. Bicolor

— Compiled by MCT

 BY TODD SOUTH

The Record (Hackensack, N.J.)

Hector hasn’t left his 
house in weeks, and 
he’s been drinking 
alone. Hector is a 

veteran who needs help.
Hector also is an avatar, a vir-

tual character, featured in one of 
the scenarios presented in a new 
online and mobile application 
called Together Strong.

The app is an interactive game 
designed to aid those who are 
close to a veteran — to sharpen 
skills to notice warning signs and 
guide troubled vets to seek help. 
It allows users to role-play situ-
ations involving 
troubled military 
veterans with 
virtual characters, 
and to choose re-
sponses that might 
help them.

People who have had traumat-
ic experiences or fall into sub-
stance abuse might avoid seeking 
help as a rule, but veterans are 
especially vulnerable, worrying 
that they might be seen as weak 
if they seek help or tell others 
their problems, experts said.

The app — developed by 
Kognito, a Manhattan-based 
company that creates virtual 
situations to help improve health 
care, in partnership with the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
— helps the player navigate 
each scenario, offering tips and 
information. It awards gold stars 
when the player makes a good 
decision.

The app was developed over 
seven months with teams of VA 
staff, military servicemembers 
and veteran volunteers, said 
Ann Feder, manager of the VA’s 
New York/New Jersey mental 
health programs. While available 
to anyone free until the end of 
the year, the app was developed 
for the mental health system’s 
veterans. 

 VA staff and Kognito wanted 
the app to have as real a feel as 

possible, so they adjusted the 
program based on feedback 
during several rounds of tests. 
They got notes about specifi c 
issues, such as how a despondent 
veteran might speak to others, 
dress, or take care of himself or 
herself.

Inside Hector’s apartment, 
for example, there’s a dead 
houseplant, multiple six-packs 
of beer atop the refrigerator and 
clothing scattered about. Hector 
looks tired, there are bags under 
his eyes and he slumps into the 
couch. The main character — ac-
tivated by the player — knows 
this is not Hector’s usual de-
meanor.

A common 
thread in each 
scenario is the 
way in which vet-
erans downplay 
their problems or 

avoid asking for help.
This is common to many 

people who have had traumatic 
experiences, said Sam Spinelli, 
chief of the Substance Use Dis-
order Services at the VA Medical 
Center in East Orange.

Spinelli worked in the VA de-
velopment team to give feedback 
on the behaviors he’s seen in his 
nearly 25 years of working with 
veterans.

“What are they going to listen 
to? What are they not going to 
listen to?” Spinelli said, noting 
that those concerns always are 
the focus of building the conver-
sations in developing the applica-
tion.

This is the second app pro-
duced by Kognito with the New 
York/New Jersey system. The 
fi rst, Family of Heroes, was 
released in 2011, to help families 
of veterans learn how to talk with 
their veteran about potential 
problems and how to seek help.

Since its release, it has been 
used by more than 62,000 people, 
Feder said.

It cost $200,000 to produce. 
The Together Strong program 
was made at a cost of $215,000. 

ON THE COVER: Halloween-appropriate delights and frights. “The 
Evil Within,” from Bethesda Softworks; “Ouija,” from Universal 
Pictures/AP; “American Horror Story: Freak Show” from FX.

Using avatars, apps
to help troubled vets

MCT

With the Rachio Iro system, users can control sprinklers from any smartphone, tablet or computer.

Find out more and
get the app at
jointogetherstrong.com
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CHECK IT OUT
Events, entertainment and other ways to fill your free time

The world first heard about the all-
encompassing Simpsons World app 
in July — and NOW IT’S HERE. The 
app and website contains 25 years 
worth of programming, plus so many 

extras based on everyone’s favorite 
yellow-skinned family from Spring-
field, it’s truly nuts. As “Simpsons” 
producer Al Jean said, “Hello, Simp-
sons World, goodbye free time.” 

� Website: Simpsonsworld.com
• Bonus “Simpsons” stuff: 10 
greatest “Treehouse of Horror”
movie parodies at tinyurl.com/ 
pkoldf4.

Watch the end
of an ‘Empire’

“Boardwalk Empire,” which some critics have 
called one of the best television 
shows of all time, ends its run 
this weekend on AFN. Charac-
ter actor Steve Buscemi (at left) 
stars as the most intimidating 
mobster in Atlantic City during 
the Prohibition Era. Buscemi’s 

Nucky Thompson prepares for his downfall, 
and the end of bootlegging, as this series, ex-
ecutive produced by Martin Scorsese, closes.
� The show’s series finale, “Eldorado,” airs 
Nov. 1 and 2 on AFN-Spectrum.

Matching 25 films
with phobias

Got a phobia? There’s probably some sort of 
weird or scary movie based on it. Halloween 
is either a great time to face those fears in 
the name of good fun, or to run and hide 
under your pillow. If you’re in the first camp, 
read this list compiled by Paste.com of mov-
ies both well-known and obscure. Spiders, 
heights and clowns, sure. But we’ve also got 

you covered with films about fears of 
books, plants — even 

beautiful women.
� See the list at

tinyurl.com/kaqrvy7.

Find out why that Potter 
teacher was so creepy

J.K. Rowling has a Halloween 
treat for “Harry Potter” fans. 
The British author has penned 
a new, 1,700-word short story 

about former Hogwarts pro-
fessor Dolores Umbridge, 
aka That Sadistic Pink-
loving Cat Lady. The 
story is available online 
as of today.
� Read it on Rowling’s 

website, pottermore.com.

1

2 3 4

Imelda Staunton
as Dolores 
Umbridge

FOX

So much
‘Simpsons,’
it’s scary
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WEEKEND: MOVIES

 BY JOSH ROTTENBERG

Los Angeles Times 

If you’ve ever watched 
some chiseled action hero 
coolly taking out bad guys 
onscreen and thought to 

yourself, “How hard could that 
be?” I have two words for you: 
Try it.

On a recent afternoon, I paid 
a visit to 87Eleven in Inglewood, 
Calif., a stunt choreography 
studio run by Chad Stahelski and 
David Leitch, two of Hollywood’s 
most in-demand stunt coordi-
nators and co-directors of the 
bloody Keanu Reeves revenge 
thriller “John Wick.”  Here in this 
unmarked warehouse near Los 
Angeles International Airport, 
Stahelski, 46, Leitch, 42, and 
their team have trained numer-
ous actors to look like fearsome 
warriors in fi lms such as “300,” 
“X-Men Origins: Wolverine,” 
“The Bourne Legacy” and “The 
Hunger Games.”

A mild-mannered, middle-
aged father of two who has never 
wielded a weapon outside of an 
Xbox game, I am no one’s idea 
of an action star. Could Sta-
helski and Leitch do for me what 
they’ve done for Brad Pitt, Hugh 
Jackman and Jason Statham 
— in less than an hour?

We started with Action Movie 
101: handling a pistol. After some 
brief instruction, I managed to 
get down the basics of ejecting 
the magazine from a handgun, 

popping in a new one, cocking, 
aiming and pulling the trigger 
well enough that I no longer felt 
like I was wrestling a small, 
angry octopus. But within a few 
minutes, Stahelski and Leitch 
dramatically upped the ante, 
choreographing a scenario in 
which I was to shoot four bad 
guys who were closing in on me 
from different directions.

Look left, pivot, shoot bad guy 
No. 1 ... look over the shoulder, 
aim under the armpit, shoot bad 
guy No. 2 ... look right, drop to 
the knee, shoot bad guy No. 3 
... look left, shoot bad guy No. 4 
two times, then spin and shoot 
bad guy No. 1 again because it 
turns out he was only wounded. 
Got it? OK, now imagine there’s 
a camera pointed at you, dozens 
of crew members watching and 
millions of dollars on the line. 
Try to appear cool.

While I was blowing away 
imaginary villains, Reeves 
— for whom these sorts of moves 
are mere child’s play — waited 
patiently in the wings. “It’s all 
about getting the rhythm,” he 
told me afterward. “With experi-
ence, you know a bit more about 
your body and where you have 
to end up. The timing is every-
thing.”

In “John Wick,” Reeves 
costars with Willem Dafoe and 
Michael Nyqvist as a hit man 
who comes out of retirement 
to exact revenge on a gang of 
underworld criminals who have 

stolen his car and killed his dog. 
To portray this assassin whose 
very name strikes terror in 
the cold hearts of fellow killers 
required Reeves, who recently 
turned 50, to pull off a series of 
physically grueling and highly 
complex action scenes involving 
high body counts — and make it 
all look effortless.

For the actor, who most 
recently starred in the martial-
arts fi lms “47 Ronin” and “Man 
of Tai Chi” but hasn’t done this 
type of full-tilt action in years, 
the prospect of making a gonzo, 
guns-blazing fi lm like “John 
Wick” with Stahelski and Leitch, 
who are making their directorial 
debut, was a daunting but excit-
ing one.

“There was some judo and 
jujitsu I had never done, and 
I hadn’t done anything with 
weapons in a long time,” said 
Reeves, who fi rst got to know 
Leitch and Stahelski when they 
performed stunts on the “Ma-
trix” fi lms. “Working with Chad 
and Dave, there was an ambition 
to do something at a high level. 
They’ve wanted to direct a fi lm 
for a long time, and they wanted 
to raise the bar, have a style, 
have a vision.”

Stahelski and Leitch fi rst met 
in the early 1990s at a martial 
arts academy and soon seg-
ued into the movie business as 
stuntmen. “A stunt coordinator 
saw me compete one day, and 
he asked me to double a guy on 
a low-budget Kris Kristofferson 
movie,” Stahelski remembered. 
“I got the paycheck and I real-
ized I could get paid more not 
getting hit in the head than get-
ting hit in the head.”

Over the years, performing 
stunts, choreographing onscreen 
mayhem and directing second 
unit on action-heavy movies, 
Stahelski and Leitch had experi-
mented with blending fl ying fi sts 

and fi rearms into a hybrid they 
call “gun fu.” With “John Wick,” 
they saw an opportunity to give 
this fi ghting style full expression.

“That mix of gunplay and 
martial arts was something we 
always wanted to put in a movie,” 
said Stahelski. “We just needed 
the right world, and we needed 
the right actor.”

In Reeves, they found an actor 
who not only possessed tremen-
dous facility with various types 
of action but was also willing 
to push his body to the limit . 
“We’ve had the pleasure to work 
with a lot of actors, but Keanu 
is as hard-core as they come,” 
Leitch said. “He’s as hard-boiled 
as John Wick. We asked more of 
him than we’d ever asked of any 
actor, and he never let us down.”

Not that it was easy. “Being 
older, there were moments 
when it was really tough,” said 
Reeves.   “You want to be able to 
do everything, but there were 
certain times during fi lming, 
when you’re in the 16th hour of 

the third day of shooting (a big 
action sequence), when I just 
couldn’t do something. That was 
depressing.”

To help his body recuper-
ate, Reeves had the kind of cold 
plunge bath used by high-level 
athletes installed in his guest 
bathroom. “I fi rst learned about 
ice on ‘The Matrix,’ but this was 
another level. I’d get home from 
a day of fi lming, get the water 
to 37 degrees and lie in it up my 
neck.” He smiled. “Heaven.”

Of course, not every actor 
Stahelski and Leitch works with 
possesses Reeves’ skills and for-
titude. There are some, Stahelski 
says diplomatically, “who may 
not possess the physical attri-
butes to be what’s on the page.”

And then there is me. Despite 
Stahelski and Leitch’s efforts 
to make me look like one of the 
stars of the “The Expendables,” 
 even after a series of clumsy 
repetitions, I was still about at 
the level of Don Knotts in “The 
Shakiest Gun in the West.” 
Stahelski told me not to feel bad: 
“You’ve done this eight or nine 
times. If we’re working with an 
actor, we’ll rehearse something 
like this 400 times.”

Indeed, no matter how un-
gainly someone might be when 
they fi rst walk into 87Eleven, 
with enough training and a dash 
of movie magic, he or she can 
be made to look like a fi erce 
killing machine onscreen. “We 
will bring them as close as we 
can physically, and then through 
stunt doubles or camera work or 
VFX (visual effects) or whatever 
we can do, we will help create 
the hero,” Stahelski said.

In other words, there might be 
hope for me yet. “Some editing, a 
little slow-mo, some blood effects 
— you’d look great,” Stahelski 
said. “Trust me, there were mo-
ments of coolness in there.”

Watch your back, Reeves. 

Adrianne Palicki co-stars in the action thriller  “John Wick.”

Keanu Reeves stars as an ex-hitman who comes out of retirement to track down a group of thugs who killed his dog in “John Wick.” Reeves, who performed a series of 
highly complex and physically grueling action scenes as the title character, trained with stunt choreographers-turned-directors Chad Stahelski and David Leitch.    

PHOTOS BY DAVID LEE/MCT

‘ It’s all about 
getting the 
rhythm. With 
experience, you 
know a bit more 
about your body 
and where you 
have to end up. 
The timing is 
everything. ’

Keanu Reeves
star of ‘John Wick’

Tough guys in training
Stunt choreographers turn stars into stone-cold killers
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‘Ouija’ geared to spook out tween audience

WEEKEND: MOVIES

Check movie listings for base theaters at stripes.com/military-life

 BY BARBARA VANCHERI

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

“Ouija” might just be an exam-
ple of anti-product placement.

If you have a Ouija board at 
home and see the new movie 

inspired by the Hasbro toy, you will want to 
blow the dust off the box, toss it into the fi re 
or trash and hope it doesn’t reappear and 
freak you out.

As girls, best friends Debbie and Laine 
fooled around with a Ouija board and the 
planchette, which slides around the surface 
as you lightly rest your fi ngertips on it. But 
when teenage Debbie (Shelley Hennig) 
unexpectedly commits suicide while home 
alone, Laine (Olivia Cooke, “Bates Motel” 
and “Me & Earl & the Dying Girl”) decides to 
use the board to say goodbye and to ask some 
questions.

She entices her sister, Hannah (Ana Coto), 
and three friends (Daren Kagasoff, Douglas 
Smith and Bianca Santos) to go to Debbie’s 
conveniently unoccupied house and try to 
communicate with her dead friend. Bad idea, 

just like when the expectant dad buys the An-
nabelle doll or Janet Leigh pulls off the high-
way in “Psycho,” although “Ouija” isn’t in the 
same category as either of those movies.

Still, the fi vesome unleash a dark force that 
wants to pull more of them across the curtain 

separating life and death or, here, the spirit 
world.

“Ouija” is aimed squarely at the PG-13 
audience with its teen targets, its standard 
lack of adult supervision  — except for 
 Laine’s housekeeper, Nona, played by Vivis 
Colombetti, who counsels, “Do not go seeking 
answers from the dead. Get rid of the board” 
— and its efforts to make moviegoers jump 
with fi gures who appear in the dark or are 
yanked across the fl oor or forced to make 
unsanctioned use of dental fl oss.

Adults who quaked at “The Exorcist” or 
“The Night of the Living Dead” or “The 
Conjuring” might feel underwhelmed or fi nd 
some effects laughable, but it seemed to hit a 
sweet spot with many of the tweens and teens 
at a preview. Why, some of them even quit 
sneaking peeks at their phones and one could 
be heard asking as she fi led out, “Are they 
saying this is a true story?”

No, that was just a creepy coda, but there 
was a note of trepidation in her voice. 
“Ouija” is rated PG-13  for scary images, violence and 
mature thematic material. Running time: 99 minutes. 

New on base
“Ouija” is playing at the following 
military facilities: 
Europe
Lakenheath, Mildenhall, Ansbach, 
Baumholder, Grafenwöhr, Hohenfels, 
Ramstein, Spangdahlem, Stuttgart, 
Vilseck, Wiesbaden, Aviano and Vicenza.
Pacifi c
Misawa, Yokota, Zama, Foster, Futenma, 
Hansen, Kadena, Kinser, Schwab, Court-
ney, Yongsan South Post No. 1, Casey, 
Henry, Humphreys, Kunsan and Osan.

Online: ouijamovie.com

 BY RYAN FAUGHNDER

Los Angeles Times 

Hollywood has a fasci-
nation with turning 
classic board games 
into movies.

There was “Clue” and “Battle-
ship” and now “Ouija.”  Film-
makers are working to get 
“Monopoly,” “Candy Land” and 
“Risk” off the toy store shelves 
and into cinemas.

The big studios hope to cash in 
at the box office as these familiar 
titles resonate with grown-ups 
and teenagers alike who played 
the games as children. And, for 
toy makers like Hasbro Inc., it 
could help boost sales of games 
that have been around for 
decades.

“What they’re 
hoping is that 
if they can 
figure out 
a way to 
turn 

these games, which are essen-
tially interactive, into narratives 
and possibly luck into a fran-
chise,” film historian Wheeler 
Winston Dixon said. “Even if 
they only hit one, it still works for 
them.”

The problem: Audiences often 
seem unwilling to buy in.

Previous movies based on 
board games have not done much 
business at cinemas, in contrast 
with the hits Hasbro has gener-
ated with some of its toys and 
action figures. “Transformers” 
movies have grossed about $3.75 
billion in ticket sales worldwide, 
according to Box Office Mojo, 
and “G.I. Joe” has also become a 
film franchise.

Hasbro 
is not alone 
in trying to 
profit off the 

toy craze. This 
year, rival Lego 

broke into Hol-
lywood in a big 

way with Warner 
Bros. and Village 
Roadshow’s “The 
Lego Movie.” Barbie 

and Hot Wheels maker 
Mattel Inc. is also busy 

making TV shows and 
movies based on its toys.
But board games have 

proved to be tricky. Of the 
multiple games Hasbro has 

primed for development in the 
last few years, just one has been 

released — the 2012 dud “Battle-
ship.” Much earlier, the campy 
1985 version of “Clue” bombed at 
the multiplex.

“Ouija” succeeded where 
“Battleship” had failed by keep-
ing a relatively tiny budget ($5 
million), premiering with $19.9 
million in its opening weekend.

  Analysts say one problem with 
making movies out of games is 
the difficulty of translating the 
thin source material for the big 
screen, when filmmakers have 
just a title, basic premise and 
plastic game pieces to start with.

Hasbro Studios President Ste-
phen Davis said inspiration from 
a game shouldn’t be a handicap.

“With any re-imagination 
of a brand, you may have core 
characters, you may have a lore 
and canon like with Transform-
ers, but you also want to create 
a more expansive world because 
it’s about creating something 
new, something fresh,” Davis 
said. “That holds true for brands 
like Transformers as much as it 
does for Ouija.”

After Michael Bay’s first 
“Transformers” movie blew up 
at the box office, Hasbro took 
an aggressive swing at the film 
market. Hasbro and Universal 
Pictures in 2008 announced 
plans to turn at least four game 
titles into feature films, including 
“Monopoly,” “Candy Land” and 
“Magic, the Gathering.”

Universal had committed 
huge sums to make tent-pole 
features out of “Battleship” and 
“Ouija” and pledged to churn out 
one board game movie a year. 
“Battleship” ran aground at the 
U.S. box office with just $65 mil-
lion in  ticket sales on a production 
budget of more than $200 million.

At one point, “Ouija” was 
expected to cost more than $100 
million, and a top-notch direc-
tor had been brought on to see 
the movie through. Universal 
scrapped the grand plans in 2011 
over concerns that the budget 
would make it hard to turn a 
profit, and the film’s budget was 
trimmed to $5 million .

The Hasbro-Universal pact 

has since fallen apart. Although 
Hasbro is still planning mov-
ies for Universal, other projects 
have been scattered throughout 
the studio system.

“Candy Land” is in the hands 
of Adam Sandler and his compa-
ny, Happy Madison Productions, 
which is developing the film for 
Sony Pictures Entertainment. 
Sony also has “Monopoly.” 20th 
Century Fox Film has “Magic: 
The Gathering,” based on the 
fantasy trading card game.

“Ouija” came back to life 
under the hand of low-budget 
horror producer Jason Blum, 
who runs Blumhouse Produc-
tions. He said the board, which 
has made memorable appearanc-
es in the first two “Paranormal 
Activity” movies he produced, 
offered plenty of fodder for a 
scary movie.

“It’s literally a board for talk-
ing to dead people,” he said. “It 
lends itself to a movie in a very 
natural way, certainly more 
naturally than a lot of other 
board games.” 

 The Kansas City Star

Hasbro in high 
spirits over new 
board game flick

RICARDO DEARATANHA, LOS ANGELES TIMES/MCT

Hasbro Studios CEO Stephen Davis   has high hopes for the board-game-inspired horror fi lm “Ouija.”  
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WEEKEND: VIDEO GAMES

Many more staff-written game reviews at stripes.com/military-life

BY MICHAEL DARNELL/Stars and Stripes

Shinji Mikami, the creator of “The Evil Within” and legendary 
mind behind much of the “Resident Evil” series, has created one 
beautifully cluttered desk with his most recent foray into the sur-
vival horror genre. 

See, to the owner of a messy desk, the jumbled array of papers, pens, 
unwashed coffee mugs and day-old doughnuts is ordered. To everybody 
else, it’s just chaos. Work alongside a Messy Marvin long enough, and 
eventually their sense of disorder will eventually begin to make sense.

So it goes with “The Evil Within,” a game that at first blush appears to 
be a mess, but by the end its chaos and disharmony becomes an enjoyable 
rhythm all its own. 

The game is immediately recognizable as the work of Mikami, even if 
you aren’t able to place a name to his indelible style. The sense of dread 
and claustrophobia found in his previous games is also found here, as is 
his fondness for using blood as an ink to tell a tale.

So too is his love of mixing genres while still treading familiar ground. 

“The Evil Within” opens as three police officers are 
called to investigate a murder at the Beacon Mental Hos-
pital. Once they arrive, something appropriately creepy 
happens that causes them to split up. From there on, the 
game largely centers on Detective Sebastian Castellanos, 
an officer with a troubled past. 

As Castellanos investigates the mental hospital, he 
uncovers experiments being conducted by an evil scien-
tist, a young woman unjustly killed and  reanimated as a 
monster and a chainsaw-wielding behemoth looking to 
massacre everything in sight. 

Stop me if any of th is sounds familiar. 
Its gameplay is equally familiar, as it borrows very 

heavily from Mikami’s “Resident Evil 4.” As Castella-
nos makes his trek through the landscape of “The Evil 
Within,” he’ll explore darkened rooms, fight off “undead” 
hordes with limited ammunition and use the environment 
to fend off otherwise invincible foes.

Both games also use the now fairly common over-
the-shoulder camera viewpoint that “Resident Evil 4” 
popularized in the horror genre. That mechanic, unlike 
the story, is more a refinement than a copy. At least Cas-
tellanos can move while shooting, a trick Leon Kennedy 
couldn’t quite master until later versions of the game. 

While the mechanics are very much “Resident Evil 4,” 
the rest of the gameplay adheres a little less strictly to 
that formula. Any formula, really.

In fact, it takes a while for “The Evil Within” to know 
what genre it wants to be. In the early stages, Castella-
nos is the hero of a stealthy mystery game. He’ll have to 
sneak around, hiding under beds and stealthily eliminat-
ing foes in order to survive. 

The very next chapter will load him up with enough 

ammunition to take down a small army, which shifts 
the game into action territory. Right after that, it goes 
to some odd middle ground where stealth isn’t an option 
and ammunition isn’t abundant, so it then becomes a 
“running away from everything” simulator. The loading 
screens inform players that sometimes running away is 

the best option, so this is obviously 
an intentional part of the game 
design. 

Castellanos will never have to 
hide under beds or in closets after 
the initial chapters and some of the 
enemies from those levels never 
appear again, so the genre shift is 
fairly pronounced.

About a third of the way through, 
the game does find a sweet spot 
and sticks with it through the 
end. There are a couple of action 
setpieces, but outside of those, the 
game becomes very much about 
surviving using the environment 
and a limited set of supplies. 

When it finally hits that note, 
“The Evil Within” becomes the 
enthralling next-gen sequel that 
“Resident Evil 4” deserved, and 
Mikami’s brilliant use of gameplay 

to enhance the sense of horror shines bright.
The game uses a close camera angle that adds to the 

claustrophobic environments and the invasive sense of 
danger. Dark is actually dark in “The Evil Within,” and 
Castellanos will have to use his ever-present lantern to 

avoid traps and the monsters that lurk in the shadows. 
Compound that with the fact that every enemy is 

dangerous and you have a game packed with scares and a 
tense feeling of dread that never leaves. 

The finite resources make exploring every corner both 
a necessity and a gamble, as that room off the beaten path 
might hold much-needed healing items and ammo, or 
simply a gruesome death. 

And make no mistake, you will die often. “The Evil 
Within” is a hard game. While some of that difficulty is 
organic — in the way of smart enemies who give chase 
and will even duck when the situation demands it — some 
of it feels artificial. 

Enemies and crates randomly carry items, so some-
times you’ll simply be out of ammo because the creatures 
you killed dropped nothing to use. On reload, you might 
find yourself flush with ammo. Add to that the numerous 
instant-death scenarios and monsters that can kill with 
one hit, and you are left with a very uneven experience 
that might frustrate some players. 

It’s worth pushing past that frustration, though, as the 
game does reward the patient and the diligent with some 
of the best gameplay the horror genre has seen in some 
time.  

If you can shove aside the stack of genres, brush off 
the stale story crumbs and refamiliarize yourself with its 
layout, you might just find an enjoyable place to sit and 
enjoy a bloody good time among the chaos that is “The 
Evil Within.” 

Bottom line: B- Horror game fans will enjoy this, even 
if it’s a little rough around the edges.

Platforms: PC, Xbox 360, PS3, Xbox One, PS4 
Online: theevilwithin.com

A GROTESQUE WORLD 
PACKED WITH SCARES

Overall 
grade:

B–

 While investigating the scene of a gruesome mass murder, Detective Sebastian Castellanos and his partners encounter a mysterious and powerful force . Thrown into a 
deranged world where hideous creatures wander among the dead, Castellanos tries to unravel what’s behind this evil force as he fi ghts for his survival in “The Evil Within.”

Photos courtesy of 
Bethesda Softworks 

‘THE EVIL WITHIN’
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Auto show in London
Motor enthusiasts in London 

won’t want to miss the Regent 
Street Motor Show on Saturday, 
a showcase of more than 300 ve-
hicles spanning some 125 years 
of automotive history. 

Many of the classic vehicles 
will be taking part in the fol-
lowing day’s Bonhams London 
to Brighton Veteran Car Run, a 
60-mile course for cars manufac-
tured prior to 1905. Modern ve-
hicles will be represented by the 
manufacturers BMW, Infi niti, 
Morgan, Tesla and Renault. Top 
Grand Prix motorcycle racers 
also will make an appearance, 
alongside some of the bikes that 
propelled them to victory. 

Regent Street, located in 
the city’s West End, is a chic 
shopping destination offering 
prestigious global brands, listed 
architecture, galleries and other 
upscale establishments. On the 
day, the street will be closed to 
traffi c from Piccadilly Circus to 
Oxford Circus. 

This hugely popular show, 
now in its fi fth year, typically 
attracts hundreds of thousands 
of visitors. It opens at 10:30 a.m. 
and closes at 4 p.m. There’s no 
charge to view the cars. See 
regentstreetmotorshow.com.

World War I installation
Another sight worth a look 

while in London is a poignant art 
installation marking the cen-

tenary of the outbreak of World 
War I. 

“Blood Swept Lands and Seas 
of Red” is made up of 888,246 
handmade red ceramic poppies 
fi lling the moat surrounding the 
Tower of London. Each fl ower 
represents a fatality of the war.

Following the installation’s 
closure on Nov. 11, the poppies 
will be distributed among those 
who prepurchased them at a cost 
of 25 pounds (about $40) each. 
Proceeds will go to six charities 
supporting the country’s armed 
services.

Tower Hill and the path by the 
moat both make optimum view-
ing sites, and there’s no charge to 
enter either of these areas. 

Names of some of the fallen 
are read out from the Roll of 
Honour at 4:55 each evening. 
Learn more at poppies.hrp.org.
uk.

Basel’s autumn fair
The residents of Basel, Swit-

zerland, treasure the traditions 
passed down by their forefathers. 
Festivities particularly close to 
their hearts include Carnival and 
the annual autumn fair. Through 
Nov. 9, about 1 million visitors 
will attend the 544th edition of 
the Basler Herbstmesse in its 
16-day run. 

Switzerland’s biggest event of 
its kind offers amusement rides, 
stalls peddling a vast range of 
goods, games, shows and other 
amusements. Traditional tasty 
treats to watch for include 
the funnel cakes known as 
Rosekiechli or the cheesecakes 
called Käskiechli. 

The fair’s sprawling presence 
covers much of the city. Opening 
times vary by area, with most ac-
tivity getting under way at noon 
and ending at 10 p.m. weekdays 
and later on the weekends. 

Running through Sunday only 
in Hall 4 of the Messe Basel fair-
grounds is a wine and culinary 
fair where some 4,500 wines 
may be sampled, along with beer, 
cocktails and regional special-
ties. 

Opening hours for the Basler 
Weinmesse are 3-9 p.m. Satur-
day and noon to 7 p.m. Sunday. 
Admission costs 15 Swiss francs 
(about $15.80). Visitors must be 
age 18 or older to enter. Learn 
more at baslerweinmesse.ch.

St. Martin’s Day
A beloved autumn tradition in 

Germany, particularly among 
younger children, are the St. 
Martin’s Day parades. St. Martin 
was a Roman soldier-turned-
monk, who, legend holds, cut his 
cloak in half to share with a beg-
gar during a snowstorm. 

His feast day falls on Nov. 11, 
and communities throughout the 
land mark the day with parades 
and festivities on and around 
this date. Children look forward 
to singing traditional songs and 
bring their painstakingly hand-
crafted paper lanterns to light up 
the night. 

Heidelberg’s St. Martin’s Day 
Parade will take place Sunday 
evening. It sets off at 5 p.m. from 
St.-Anna-Gasse, making its way 
along the main street toward the 
Kornmarkt. There, the legend 
will be reenacted upon a stage, 
and a children’s chorus will sing 
familiar songs as the public ea-
gerly joins in. Martinsmännchen 
— baked goodies in the shape of 
the saint — are then distributed 
among the children. 

Similar festivities take place in 
communities small and large. To 
fi nd one near you, search online 
for “St. Martinsumzug 2014” 
with the name of your town.

THE EUROPE EXPERIENCE

TOP TRAVEL PICKS

Karen Bradbury

See the Europe Traveler blog
at stripes.com/travel/
europe-travel

Looking for even more to do? For additional events, concerts and activities, go to stripes.com/military-life

EuropeWEEKEND

Courtesy of MPA Creative, Surrey, England

The 2013 Regent Street Auto Show put the spotlight on Porsches.

Courtesy of Burg Frankenstein

They don’t call it Frankenstein Castle for nothing. Here, the monster himself roams the grounds of the famous ruin in Mühltal, south of 
Darmstadt, Germany. For the next two weekends, the castle hosts a fright fest complete with witches, ghouls and evening shows. The 
U.S. military started the fun in 1978 with a party that has grown into one of the most popular Halloween celebrations in Europe.

SPOOK-

TACULAR!
Frankenstein Castle
hosts a fright fest

Warning! Frankenstein’s Castle 
in Mühltal, south of Darmstadt, 
Germany, says it cannot guaran-
tee the safety of guests during its 
Halloween fright fest, which runs 
through Nov. 9.

Friday through Sunday and Nov. 
7-9, shuttle buses will ferry brave 
visitors to the castle via a dark and 
winding road to an elevation of 
1,200 feet. 

At the top, 99 monsters and 
witches will roam the castle 
grounds (you’re likely to see Dr. 
Frankenstein’s monster himself), 
ready to give guests what they came 
for. On its website, the castle vows 
that it will “make your nightmares 
come true” with dungeons, things 
jumping out of dark corners and 
stage shows. The ghouls are tamer 
on Sundays, when a Halloween 
show is held for children. 

Book tickets, which include park-
ing, shuttle and unlimited access 
to the castle, at frankenstein-hal-
loween.de. Information is available 
in English. The castle is easily 
accessible via Autobahn A5, exit 
Darmstadt-Eberstadt.
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Memorial marks U.S. observation post on East German border
Freedom’s watchtower

EuropeWEEKEND: QUICK TRIPS

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

The East German observation tower, seen in the distance at left, and the American tower, on the right, stand almost face to face across what was 
once the inner-German border during the Cold War. Today, both are part of the Point Alpha Memorial.

A map in the museum at Point Alpha Memorial shows forces of 
NATO, left, and Warsaw Pact face-to-face across the Fulda Gap.

DIRECTIONS
The address for Observation 
Point Alpha is Hummelsberg 
1, 36169 Rasdorf. It is about 
19 miles northeast of Fulda, 
about a two-hour drive from 
Wiesbaden. 

TIMES
Daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. No-
vember and March; 10 a.m. to 
4.30 p.m. Tuesday to Sunday 
December to February; daily 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. April to October.

COSTS
Adults 5 euros; reduced-fee 
admission (students, disabled 
persons) 4 euros; family ticket 
(two adults, minimum of two 
children) 15 euros. Group 
discounts. Parking is free.

FOOD
 There is a small cafeteria on 
site. There are restaurants in 
Rasdorf and Geisa.

INFORMATION
The Point Alpha Foundation 
website is pointalpha.com.

— Michael Abrams

ON THE QT
BY MICHAEL ABRAMS

Stars and Stripes

It was a lonely outpost on a 
chilling border that could go 
hot at any time. 

On a hillside observation 
tower overlooking East German 
fi elds, a small band of U.S. Army 
soldiers would keep watch across 
a tall wire fence that was a part 
of the Iron Curtain. 

Across from them, East Ger-
man border police in a similar 
tower watched over the inhu-
mane death strip with guard 
dogs and fragmentation mines 
meant to keep their fellow citi-
zens from escaping. And they 
would train their binoculars on 
the Americans at Observation 
Point Alpha.

OP Alpha, on the border be-
tween West and East Germany, 
was fi rst manned by U.S. Army 
constabulary units, remnants 
of the once giant World War II 
fi ghting force, in 1946. In 1951 
they were replaced by soldiers 
from the 14th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment, and they, in turn, 
were replaced through refl ag-
ging of the unit by the 11th 
Armored Cavalry Regiment.

The observation point was 
manned by about 40 men who 
rotated in for four to six weeks 
from posts in Fulda, of “Fulda 
Gap” fame, about 19 miles away. 
The area was seen by NATO 
planners as the most likely inva-
sion route into Western Europe 
for Soviet bloc forces.

The soldiers spent their days 
patrolling the border and observ-
ing it from the tower. If the Cold 
War had gone hot, they could 
have been the fi rst to feel the 
brunt of a Warsaw Pact attack. 

Then one day, Nov. 9, 1989, 
the Berlin Wall crumbled, the 
Iron Curtain fell, the Cold War 
was over and Observation Point 
Alpha was obsolete. 

By March 1990, the patrols 
and observation of the border 
had ceased.

Today the OP, 
a reconstructed 
strip of the bor-
der fortifi cations 
with the East 
German tower 
and a new build-
ing, the House 
on the Border in what is now 
the German state of Thuringia, 
make up the Point Alpha Memo-
rial.

It’s best to start on the east-
ern side of the border where 
the House shows what life on 

that side was like. You can then 
walk the former patrol road past 
reconstructed samples of the 
border fortifi cations over the 
decades until you get to the East 
German guard tower and the 
fi nal wire fence. Signs along the 

way describe 
what you are 
seeing.

Near the 
American 
tower stands a 
birch cross that 
marks a failed 
attempt by an 

East German in 1975 to escape 
to the West. Today it is dedicated 
to all of the victims of German 
division.

At OP Alpha, to get an idea of 
what the soldiers saw, climb the 
tower to the viewing platform for 

a look at the border and the town 
of Geisa. Then walk around the 
outpost. Check out the red line 
across the pavement, a barrier 
between East and West Germany 
that American tanks were not 
allowed to cross. Only jeeps and 
other small vehicles were al-
lowed to cross. 

An M60 tank, an M113 ar-
mored personnel carrier and a 
tent, similar to ones used before 
the barracks were built, also help 
visitors get an idea of what life 
was like at the outpost.

Inside one of the barracks is a 
museum that features the history 
of the Cold War and soldiers’ 

uniforms and equipment. Also on 
display is a barracks room (note 
the pin-up girl) and what would 
have been the commander’s of-
fi ce. A motor pool hangar and a 
guardhouse stand at the original 
entrance to the outpost.

The Memorial of German Di-
vision and Reunifi cation, erected 
in 2000, stands as a reminder of 
the country’s history.

Today, the Point Alpha Memo-
rial is a monument to a reunited 
Germany and the soldiers who 
once served at a lonely outpost 
on freedom’s border. 
abrams.mike@stripes.com 

More about the Berlin Wall:
stripes.com/go/Wall25
More photos of the 
Point Alpha Memorial:
stripes.com/go/Wallalpha

PAGE 28    F3HIJKLM • S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •



Friday, October 31, 2014

BY ANDREA WEIGL

The News & Observer 
(Raleigh, N.C.) 

Elaine Szlosberg 
of Raleigh, N.C.,  
shared her recipe for 
Queen Elizabeth’s 

Drop Scones, which has a 
fascinating history.

As Szlosberg noted in her 
letter: “The queen served 
tea to General Eisenhower at 
Balmoral. He requested the 
recipe, and she sent it to him.”

In 1959, Eisenhower and his 
wife, Mamie, visited Queen 
Elizabeth II at Balmoral, an 
estate house in Scotland that 
has been a private residence 
for the royal family since 
the 1800s. In January 1960, 
the queen wrote a widely 
documented letter: “Dear Mr. 
President, Seeing a picture 
of you in today’s newspaper, 
standing in front of a barbe-
cue grilling quail, reminded 
me that I had never sent 
you the recipe of the drop 
scones that I promised you at 
Balmoral. I hope you will fi nd 
them successful.”

These drop scones are not 
what Americans think of as 
scones, which are similar to 
biscuits. Their other name, 
Scotch pancakes, describes 
them best.

QUEEN ELIZABETH’S 
DROP SCONES

Superfi ne sugar can be 
found in specialty grocery 
stores, or you can blitz regu-
lar sugar in a food processor.  
Ingredients:

2 eggs
¼ cup superfi ne sugar
1 ½ cups whole milk, di-

vided
3 cups all-purpose fl our
3 teaspoons cream of tartar
2 teaspoons baking soda
6 tablespoons butter, 

divided
Directions:

Stir together eggs, sugar 
and ¾ cup milk in a medium 
bowl until fully combined. 
Add fl our and stir until com-
pletely wet. Add remaining ¾ 
cup milk, cream of tartar and 
baking soda. Stir to combine. 
Melt 2 tablespoons butter and 
fold that into batter. Heat a 
large skillet over medium-low 
heat. Melt 1 tablespoon butter 
as needed. Spoon about 1/4 cup 
batter into pan and cook until 
bubbles appear, about 2 to 3 
minutes. Flip, and cook until 
lightly browned, about 1 to 2 
minutes. Serve with straw-
berry jam and English clotted 
cream or cream cheese.
Yield: 16 pancakes.

BY JASON DUHR

Stars and Stripes

If you’re seeking a peaceful 
meal away from the bustle 
of Aviano Air Base, Italy, 
a narrow road that bends 

through the towns of Budoia 
and Dardago will lead you to the 
right place: Il Rifugio. 

Trees from Val de Croda Park 
and the absence of street lights 
created a tranquil setting as I 
parked my car and enjoyed the 
sounds of nearby rushing water 
and the aromas of smoked meat 
from the kitchen.

The interior, which boasted 
stone walls and wooden beams 
across the ceiling, seemed to 
blend in perfectly with the 
restaurant’s scenic, mountainous 
backdrop. A few pictures of Il Ri-
fugio from 1933 to 1998 cover a 
portion of one wall, showing the 
transformation it has undergone 
since it was built in 1842 and 
used as a refuge for people seek-
ing shelter and wanting to trade 
goods in the park. 

Manlio Signora, who is Il 
Rifugio’s chef, and his wife, 
Marina, opened the restaurant in 
1992, and have embraced it as a 
member of their family.

“I have one son and one 
daughter, and Il Rifugio is our 
third son,” Manlio said, as he ex-
plained how much time and work 
he puts into the restaurant. “It’s 
a big part of our life and part of 
our family.”

The Signoras grow vegetables 
for use at the restaurant and 
make the fl our for an assortment 
of breads, including the soft and 
moist white fl our bread I enjoyed 
with a creamy chive-and-butter 
spread before my appetizer. All 
of the breads served at Il Rifugio 
are baked at the restaurant. 

Many of the cheeses, meats 
and fi sh served are locally ac-
quired and are prepared depend-
ing on the seasons. 

November happens to be the 

month of the goose in Italy, 
Manlio explained, and that will 
be a great time to order it from 
the menu. 

I decided to take the advice 
— even though it wasn’t Novem-
ber yet — and ordered an appe-
tizer of smoked breast of goose, 
which was thinly sliced, much 
like prosciutto, accompanied by 
walnut bread and lightly salted 
butter. 

I allowed Manlio Signora to 
choose the main course — 
L’impiccato, which translates as 
“the hanged.” “Hanged” refers 
to the meat, which is suspended 
from a spit. He explained that his 
special recipe is a favorite among 

patrons — in particular Ameri-
can guests, who typically enjoy a 
healthy serving of meat.

This specialty was no ex-
ception: three pieces of meat 
— Angus beef,  venison and pork 
— hung from a spit, separated by 
a mildly seasoned potato and a 
bold tomato.

Although dessert isn’t included 
with the combination meal, a 
query about what they’re serving 
that day is a must. Much like the 
rest of my meal, the hazelnut-
and-buckwheat cake, stuffed 
with raspberry jam, was more 
than fi tting for this countryside 
restaurant. 

With the outstanding quality 

of its menu, it’s no wonder that 
President Bill Clinton paid Il 
Rifugio a visit during a trip to 
Aviano in 1999. 

“One of the best joys I have in 
life is when people come back 
after 15 or 20 years and still 
remember my dishes,” Manlio 
Signora said. “You will fi nd me 
here as long as I enjoy myself, 
and the day I stop enjoying 
myself you will fi nd Il Rifugio 
closed.” 
duhr.jason@stripes.com

After Hours: Italy

Queen’s
scones
enjoy a 
place in
history

Address: Via San Tomè, 
85, Val de Croda, Budoia, 
33070 (PN), Italy
Times: 12:15-2 p.m. and 
7-10 p.m. Mondays, Tues-
days, Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays. Closed 
Wednesday; closed for 
lunch on Thursdays. 
Costs: Appetizers run 
from 10 euros to 18 euros; 
fi rst courses 9 euros to 12 
euros; main courses 12 
euros to 18 euros.
Attire: Casual.
Menu: In English and 
Italian. Menus do not 
change between meals, 
but some items can be 
served gluten-free upon 
request. For large groups 
with reservations, menus 
can be adjusted to meet the 
special event.
Information: Telephone: 
(+39) 0434 654915, 
website: ilrifugio.net/uk. 
Reservations are highly 
recommended but not 
required. If interested, 
groups of 6-10 people can 
request a cooking lesson on 
Thursday nights, covering 
four recipes and dessert, 
plus a tasting afterward. 
Price is 150 euros for a 
group of six and 25 euros 
for each additional person 
up to 10 people.

— Jason Duhr

EuropeWEEKEND: FOOD & DINING

Left: Smoked breast of goose, a 
thinly sliced appetizer served at 
Il Rifugio, is similar to prosciutto. 
Above: “L’impiccato,” or “the 
hanged,” is made up of Angus 
beef, venison and and pork 
suspended on a spit.PHOTOS BY JASON DUHR/Stars and Stripes

Il Rifugio offers an inviting place to dine that blends in perfectly with 
the restaurant’s scenic backdrop in Budoia, Italy.

Perfectly prepared pieces of venison, accompanied by a potato and 
zucchini, make up part of a delicious meal at Il Rifugio.

IL RIFUGIO
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BY MICHAEL ABRAMS

Stars and Stripes

Nov. 9, 2014, will mark 
the 25th anniversary 
of the fall of the Berlin 
Wall.

On that evening in 1989, a 
chance remark by a midlevel 
East German government bu-
reaucrat sent fi rst a score, then 
hundreds, of people to the Wall’s 
east-west border crossings.

Spokesman Günter Schabows-
ki announced that the govern-
ment had passed a regulation 
that would allow East Germans 
to travel to the West. 

By midnight, thousands were 
crossing into West Berlin, and 
within days the inhuman border 
that for 28 years had separated 
families and friends and a great 
city was no more.

Soon afterward, the so-
called Mauerspechte, or Wall 
(Wood)Peckers, attacked the 
Wall for souvenirs. Huge sections 
were removed to let traffi c again 
move freely through Berlin.

By the time the two Germanys 
were reunited on Oct. 3, 1990, 
much of the Wall had disap-
peared. Today, almost all of the 
barrier that had run nearly 
97 miles through the city and 

around West Berlin is gone, torn 
down, in part, to erase the bitter 
memory of Germany’s Cold War 
division.

But there are places where you 
can still see the Wall. 

The best place to get a feel for 
how the Wall was 25 years ago 
is at the Berlin Wall Memorial 
Complex that runs for almost a 
mile along Bernauer Strasse. 

The monument, unveiled in 
1999 for the 10th anniversary of 
the Wall’s fall, is made up of two 
tall steel walls that enclose a sec-
tion of the original Wall, a guard 
tower and some of the obstacles a 
person would encounter trying to 
escape East Berlin. 

Over the past 2   ½ decades, 
the complex has been expanded 
and includes the Chapel of the 
Reconciliation. Note the outline 
in stones in front of it that marks 
where the Church of Reconcilia-
tion, destroyed by the East Ger-
man government in 1985, once 
stood.

Perhaps the most moving part 
of the complex is the Window of 
Remembrance, a memorial dedi-
cated to 136 people who died at 
the Berlin Wall, including eight 
East German border guards. A 
photo of each person adorns the 
rust-covered steel wall. Family, 
friends and visitors often leave 
fl owers or remembrance stones 
by the photos.

A line of steel poles marks 
where the Wall once stood, and 
information tablets explain the 
sites.

Although the Wall is no longer 
standing in most spots, you can 

sometimes see where it ran. 
Look down, and you will often 
fi nd a double row of cobblestones 
running along the street, cross-
ing sidewalks and sometimes 
even running into the sides of 
buildings. These mark where the 
Berlin Wall once stood.

The longest stretch of the Wall 
still standing is along Mühlen-
strasse and the Spree River. The 
remnants have been turned into 
what is considered the world’s 
largest open-air art exhibit,
known as the East Side Gallery. 

A quarter century ago, Germany became one with the fall of the Berlin Wall
Divided no more

On Potsdamer 
Platz in the 
German capital, 
visitors pose 
in front of re-
erected pieces 
of the Berlin 
Wall. Before 
World War II, 
Potsdamer Platz 
was the busiest 
traffi c junction 
in Germany, but 
throughout most 
of the Cold War, 
the area was 
a wasteland. 
Today it is once 
again a busy 
section of the 
city, with offi ces, 
theaters, hotels, 
restaurants, 
subway stops 
and lots of 
vehicular traffi c.
PHOTOS BY 
MICHAEL ABRAMS

The Window of Remembrance at the Berlin Wall Memorial is 
dedicated to the 136 people who died at the Wall.  The fi rst was 
Ida Siekmann, pictured above, who tried to escape East Berlin by 
jumping from a third-story window in 1961.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31

Stars and Stripes
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• For information on the 
Berlin Wall, including its 
history and maps, go to  ber-
lin.de/mauer/index.en.html
• Information on the Berlin 
Wall Memorial can be found 
at http://berliner-mauer.

mobi/startseite.html?&L=1
• Thousands of illumi-
nated balloons will be lit the 
weekend of Nov. 9, tracing 
a more than nine-mile-long 
segment of the Wall.

— Michael Abrams

KNOW & GO

FROM PAGE 30

 The eastern side of the Wall is 
adorned with more than 100 
murals painted by internation-
al artists.
In some places, the Wall has 
been re-erected. At Potsdamer 
Platz and across from Check-
point Charlie, graffiti-covered 
slabs have been set up, popular 
spots where tourists pose for 
pictures. Inside the Marie-Elis-
abeth-Lüders-Haus, a German 
parliamentary building across 
the Spree 
from the 
Reichstag, 
a section 
of the Wall 
has been 
re-erected 
where it 
once ran. 

A remark-
able remnant of the Wall 
stands along Niederkirchner 
Strasse, near Checkpoint 
Charlie. Covered with graffiti 
and scarred by souvenir hunt-
ers, this block-long stretch has 
been fenced in on one side to 
save it from scavengers. 

On the other side it is within 
the grounds of an infamous 
site from a different era, the 

“Topography of Terror,” a 
documentation center on the 
grounds of the former Nazi 
SS headquarters. Some of the 
graffiti on this side is original, 
from the days it faced West 
Berlin. 

The Berliner Mauerweg, 
or Berlin Wall Trail, traces 
the course of the Wall and the 
former East German border 
fortifications that encircled 
West Berlin. It is about 100 
miles long and can be biked or 

hiked. Maps 
and informa-
tion markers 
dot the trail.

Along the 
way, you’ll 
pass me-
morials to 
people who 

died trying to flee East Ger-
many. One, on Zimmerstrasse, 
remembers Peter Fechter, a 
young man who was shot and 
killed by East German border 
guards on Aug. 17, 1962, while 
trying to escape to the West. 
The lower line of the marker 
reads “... he only wanted free-
dom.” 
abrams.mike@stripes.com

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

A plaque in the  cobblestones that mark where the Berlin Wall once stood gives the dates it existed. 

Story and photos about 
the East Side Gallery:
stripes.com/go/Walleast
More photos of the Berlin Wall Memorial:
stripes.com/go/Wallmemorial
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THE PACIFIC EXPERIENCE

Looking for even more to do? For additional events, concerts and activities, go to stripes.com/military-life

PacificWEEKEND

DO THIS: Hakone Daimyo 
Procession, Japan
 This event in Kanagawa prefecture 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Nov. 3 features a procession from Hakone Yumoto 
Elementary School to Fujiya Hotel, re-enacting an Edo-
period procession of daimyo warlords on their way to 
Edo Castle to pay their respects to the shogun .  

Photo courtesy of Hakone Town 

Japan: Autumn Rose Festivals
•  Autumn Rose Festival in Ikuta Ryokuchi Garden 
(Kanagawa prefecture): Through Nov. 3, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 9 
a.m. on weekends, closed Monday ; free.
• Autumn Rose Festival in Jindai Botanical 
Garden (Tokyo): Through Nov. 4, closed Monday; 
100,000 trees and shrubs, and 5,100 varieties of roses 
grow here; 500 yen to enter; tokyo-park.
or.jp. 
• Autumn Rose Festival at Keisei 
Rose Garden (Chiba prefecture): 
Through Nov. 16, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
open at 8 a.m. Nov. 1, 2, 3, 8 & 9; 
 concerts and more .

Okinawa:  34th Tsuboya Pottery Festival
 Tsuboya pottery masters exhibit their fi nest works, including jars and other goods 
sold at a 20 to 30 percent discount, and make shisa (lion dog) masks and use the 
pottery wheel at this festival at Naha Tsuboya Elementary School 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Nov. 21 to 24. 

South Korea: Cheongsong Apple Festival
 This event in North Gyeongsang province Nov. 7-10 is held to 
promote the excellent quality of apples grown in Cheongsong. 
For more: invil.org/english.

Wine festivals For a list of these events 
in Japan: stripes.com/go/pacwine
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Courtesy of KTO NY

South Korea:  Seoul Lantern Festival
This event Nov. 7 to 23 features hundreds of lanterns, each with a unique design and story, fl oating on Cheonggyecheon 
Stream. The festival started in 2009. For more: tinyurl.com/mgwprjn. 

Utrip.com  helps
plan your next trip

 
It’s OK to ask for a little hand-hold-

ing when planning your next trip.
Name: utrip.com
What it does: Acts as a virtual 

concierge to help you plan a day-to-day 
itinerary based on your travel style. 
Available for fi ve cities in the United 
States and 28 cities across Europe.

What’s hot: There are two ways to 
dive in. You can begin at its Destina-
tions page, where 
you can get a great 
overview of a city, 
fi nd out what it’s 
known for and 
explore 16 ways to 
see it —  through 
sports, entertain-
ment, food, culture, 
history, etc. I preferred the other 
option: You type in your city and the 
dates, then check the Trip Profi le 
selector to see its suggestions. You can 
toggle between  “The First Timer,” 
“The Returning Traveler,” “The Lux-
ury Traveler,” “The Backpacker,” use 
its picks or build your own. It’s easy to 
refi ne the picks by using the scroll bar 
to indicate your activity interest level.

What’s not: More cities, please. I’d 
love to see cities in Asia, Australasia, 
South America and Canada as well. 
Once the suggestions were in the day-
to-day planner, I wanted to be able to 
manipulate their order throughout the 
day by clicking and dragging them in 
the itinerary planner.

 — Jen Leo/Los Angeles Times
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BY WYATT OLSON

Stars and Stripes

Aesop’s goose that laid 
golden eggs was, alas, 
a fable.

But Indonesia’s cat-
like civet that poops a perfect 
cup of coffee?

That you can actually see, or 
more precisely, taste, in Indone-
sia.

Yes, kopi luwak coffee is now 
imported by and served in cafes 
around the world at exorbitant 
prices — it can go for as much 
as $100 a cup in tonier establish-
ments — but it’s another thing 
entirely to venture into the belly 
of the beast for a sip, so to speak.

During a recent visit to Bali, I 
made my way to ground zero of 
this exotic version of coffee — a 
plantation named OKA Agricul-
ture near Tirta Empul temple.

OKA is a kind of farmers co-
op in central Bali, where they 
grow coffee, tea and cocoa on 
the sweeping slopes of volcanic 
mountains, the kind of terrain 
where both coffee trees and the 
Asian palm civet, or luwak, as 
it’s called in Indonesia, thrive. 

OKA, like many other coffee 
plantations in Indonesia, Viet-
nam and other neighboring coun-
tries, harvests coffee beans that 
have been eaten, semi-digested 
and then defecated by the luwak, 
which is a mammal about the 
size of a very large house cat.

Kopi luwak is said to be of 
superior taste for two reasons. 
First, the enzymes in the luwak’s 
digestive tract are supposed to 
reduce the beans’ bitterness and 
harshness. Second, the picky 
luwak chooses to eat only the 
highest-quality beans.

OKA claims to run a free-
range kopi luwak operation, 
which means they pick up the 
excreted beans left pell-mell by 
the nocturnal-eating animals, 
rather than force-feeding them 
in cages — a practice decried as 
inhumane by People for the Ethi-
cal Treatment of Animals.

They did have a couple of 
luwaks on display in large cages 
near the co-op’s tasting area, 
which is a warren of unadorned 
pavilions tucked under thickets 
of coffee trees. The pair spent 
most of their time curled up and 
sleeping in lumber perches in 
high branches.

Near the cages was a row of 
wicker baskets displaying the 
various stages of processing 
luwak-ized beans. First was a 
batch of feces-bound chunks of 
beans about the size of dates. 
Next they were thoroughly 

scrubbed. Whatever skin of the 
bean remained after  that was 
then peeled off, and the beans 
were ready for roasting, which 
takes about an hour. 

Time for brewing. 
Sampling all the coffees and 

teas at OKA is free — except the 
kopi luwak, which costs 50,000 
rupiah (about $4) — for a small, 
freshly made cup. 

On the far low end of the caf-
feine scale, a cup of hot chocolate 
from pure ground cocoa beans is 
also served for free.

The cup of kopi luwak is pre-
pared in a vacuum coffee maker, 
a contraption that wouldn’t be 
out of place in Frankenstein’s 
laboratory. The grounds are 
placed in an upper chamber, 
which is connected by a tube 
to a cup of water in a thin glass 
chamber below. As a fl ame heats 
the water, the change in pressure 

forces it up through a tube to the 
grounds, where it steeps.

The woman making my cup 
of coffee removed the fl ame 
after the blend had steeped for 
about a half-minute. As it cooled, 
it fl owed back into the lower 
chamber.

It truly was one fi ne cup of 
coffee.

It did lack bitterness, particu-
larly compared with a typical 
cup of coffee in Indonesia. It con-
tained less acid than most cof-
fees, but some java fans highly 
value coffee’s acidic bite.

The smoothness of the kopi 

luwak allowed more levels of fl a-
vor to stand out, such as an over-
tone lying somewhere between 
caramel and cashews. It also had 
a long fi nish so that a small sip 
lasted a long time.

Certainly the drinking ex-
perience was enhanced by the 
minute serving size. After all, 
one small sliver of expensive 
chocolate is exquisite; chomping 
on a two-pound bar  dissipates 
the tasting’s charm.  So, I didn’t 
have a second cup. I departed 
while just a touch of kopi luwak’s 
mystique remained alive.
olson.wyatt@stripes.com

Smooth Indonesian brew uses coffee beans excreted by the catlike civet

This coffee is crap
— and that’s a good thing

PacificWEEKEND: TRAVEL

The undigested remains of coffee beans pass through the civet’s 
gut, leaving chunks like these for cleaning and processing before 
being roasted. 

PHOTOS BY WYATT OLSON/Stars and Stripes 

A cup of “kopi luwak” coffee sells for 50,000 rupiah, or about 
$4, at OKA Agriculture in Bali. 

From poop to precious in a few simple steps: You start 
with arabica beans, above, which turn deep red when 
ripe. An Asian palm civet, right, a catlike mammal with 
a long snout, then eats them. Once workers collect 
the feces of the civet (or “luwak,” as it’s called in 
Indonesia), they remove the beans, wash them and turn 
them into grounds using a heavy mortar and pestle. The 
beans are roasted and steeped in water, resulting in a 
smooth-bodied cup of coffee.
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 BY KOTARO NUMATA

The Yomiuri Shimbun 

Reasonably priced 
guest houses in Tokyo 
have been attracting 
travelers from over-

seas since Tokyo won the bid 
to host the 2020 Olympics and 
Paralympics.

Such accommodations are 
popular among foreign visitors 
because they provide a relaxing 
atmosphere where it is easy to 
communicate with other travel-
ers as well as locals, although 
shared rooms, lavatories and 
shower facilities are the norm.

The Toco Tokyo Heritage 
Hostel in the Shitaya district 
in Tokyo opened four years 
ago in a renovated 90-year-old 
traditional private house. A 
Japanese-style garden outside 
the veranda of the wooden 
house creates the atmosphere 
of Japan’s good old days.

Though guests do share 
rooms, lavatories and showers, 
the cost is affordable, starting 
from 2,700 yen (about $25) per 
night. The living room includes 
a minibar that opens at 7 p.m. 
every night, so guests can enjoy 
chatting with other guests and 
Japanese locals who visit the 
lounge.

Guest house owner Takuya 
Kirimura, 29, said: “About 
80 percent of our guests are 

foreigners. Talking with local 
residents who come to drink 
at the bar provides a source of 
pleasure for them.”

Another popular guesthouse 
is Khaosan World Asakusa 
Ryokan & Hostel in the Nishi-
Asakusa district of Tokyo. As 
the renovated building was for-
merly a “love hotel” built dur-
ing the economic bubble years, 
the guest house has intentional-
ly maintained some rooms with 
their amorous atmosphere.

The cost of such rooms, 
which are popular among 
tourists, starts from 2,200 yen 
(about $20) per person.

General manager Masahiko 
Magome, 32, said that not only 
the guests, but also “most of 
our staff are backpackers who 
go traveling on holidays. That’s 
why we can be a little ‘out of 
the box’ in the services we offer 
to guests.”

One of the guests, Christian 
Curz, 30, a graphic designer 
from Mexico, said with a smile 
that the guest house is reason-
able and unique with friendly 
staff members, adding that he 
plans to tell his friends and 
family    all about the charm-
ing lodging. Such affordable 
accommodations, which even 
many locals have not heard of, 
may give foreign travelers a 
chance to get to know the real 
Tokyo.

After Hours: Japan
Tokyo guest houses
keep room costs low

Address: 1F Kamishin Build-
ing; 1-3 Sarugakucho, Dai-
kanyama; Shibuya, Tokyo. 
Located about 10 minutes by 
foot from Shibuya Station.

Hours: 11:30 a.m.-11 p.m.
Information: Phone: +81-
3-5428 5166. Web: slice01.
businesscatalyst.com

— Eric Guzman

PIZZA SLICE

PacificWEEKEND: FOOD & DINING

A slice of mushroom pizza at Pizza Slice runs about 500 yen, but 
for 1,000 yen you can get two slices and a drink for lunch.

The restaurant’s white tile walls are decorated with large mirrors that span the dining area.

PHOTOS BY ERIC GUZMAN/Stars and Stripes

Pizza Slice’s slice of the day is always a treat, with interesting options such as Caesar salad pizzas 
occasionally making their way to the menu.

Beers at Pizza Slice are served 
with optional paper bags.

Photos by Yomiuri Shimbun 

The voices of chatting guests can be heard from inside Toco 
Tokyo Heritage Hostel in the Shitaya district in Tokyo.  

Foreign travelers chat in a guest room with bunk beds, tatami 
mats and an irori fi replace at a Tokyo guesthouse.

BY ERIC GUZMAN

Stars and Stripes

Tokyo isn’t exactly known 
for amazing pizza.

An endless sea of 
pizza joints and chain 

restaurants smother the sprawl-
ing  metropolitan area, very few 
of which are particularly satisfy-
ing.

However, Pizza Slice, located 
on a quiet street in Shibuya’s 
Sarugaku-cho neighborhood, 
brings authentic New York-style 
pizza to the busy city — and it 
does so in style. 

The restaurant’s white tile 
walls are decorated with large 
mirrors that run the span of the 
dining area, as well as racks of 
wine bottles that rest near the 
very high ceilings. Long wooden 
tables are the centerpieces of the 
room, practically inviting large 
groups to share a pie, though 

smaller tables for pairs are along 
the walls.

The pizza, sold by the slice or 
by the 20-inch pie, is thin and 
crispy with just the right amount 
of cheese and sauce . 

Cheese slices run about 400 
yen. The pepperoni, mushroom, 
Italian sausage and olive and 
anchovy slices sell for about 500 
yen. For 650 yen, you can get a 

slice of white pizza or the slice 
of the day, the crowd favorites 
being the chorizo and mozzarella 
and Caesar salad slices. Pizza 
Slice also offers a  popular lunch 
deal that includes two slices and 
a drink for about 1,000 yen.

Soft drinks are available, as 
well as coffee, wine, draft and 
bottled beer and liquor . 
guzman.eric@stripes.com
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By Joy Tipping/The Dallas Morning News

I spend a LOT of money on country music every fall, and 
this year has been no exception, with an amazing crop of 
new CDs. (Yes, I still buy CDs. So sue me. Listen to them 
however you like, legally; just listen!) These are the six recent 
(and about to be released) ones I’m enjoying most right now.

“Jeff Bridges & The Abiders 
Live.” Never thought I’d say 
it, but I love Jeff Bridges 
even more as a singer than I 
cherish him as the Dude in 
The Big Lebowski. Of course, 
the band’s name refers back 
to “The dude abides,” as he 
always will. This CD is chock-
full of Americana/Country that’ll 
tear at your soul.
Top download: “To Live Is To 
Fly,” by Townes Van Zandt.

“747,” Lady Antebellum. I 
used to good-naturedly (at least 
I hope it was taken that way) 
tease Hillary Scott a bit for her 
squeaky, Minnie Mouse-ish 
stage voice (she sounded much 
better in a recording studio). 
But she’s obviously taken vocal 
training seriously and now she 
(and her bandmates) sound 
simply terrific, onstage or on 
record. Listening to this CD, 
I was reminded of Little Big 
Town, which is the highest 
compliment I can pay a country 
band.
Top download: “Down South.”

“Bringing Back the Sunshine,” 
Blake Shelton. He’s a superstar 
because of “The Voice,” but 
this guy’s been building a 
career forever, and it shows. 
Every CD gets better, and he 
gets just a little more lovably, 
er, plucky on each one. Love 
the shout-out to his hometown 
of Ada, Okla., whose water 
tower is on the CD cover.
Top download: “Kiss My 
(expletive).” See what I mean 
about “plucky”?

“Sundown Heaven Town,” Tim 
McGraw. I had to warm up to 
this one with a few listens, but 
now I’m totally adoring it. It’s 
infectious, kinda-old, kinda-
new country that will give you 
endless earworms.
Top download: “Meanwhile 
Back at Mama’s,” a duet with 
wife Faith Hill.

“Old Boots, New Dirt,” Jason 
Aldean. It’s got not only top-
notch musicianship and writing, 
it’s passionate, hot (as in sexy) 
and loaded with cool musical 
riffs.
Top download: “Burnin’ It 
Down,” an unexpected ballad 
that’ll have you bringing out 
your lighter to hold up, even if 
you’re just listening in your dark 
living room.

“Pain Killer,” Little Big Town. 
I saved this one for last, even 
though it’s my favorite of 
the bunch, because it just 
dropped last week. The critic’s 
advance copy was playing in 
my car and in my head pretty 
much nonstop since I got it; 
this harmony-focused band 
has never sounded better. My 
big wish: That sweet-voiced 
Kimberly Schlapman would get 
as big a hit off this album as 
the other three members have 
had previously (the four take 
turns on lead vocals).
Top download: Honestly? 
Every single one of them. But 
I’ll choose the Schlapman-
led “Good People,” because 
I want people to notice her 
fabulousness.

Country albums 
worth a listen

Jessie Ware
Tough Love (Interscope)

Jessie Ware’s “Tough Love” is lovely, and 
that’s not a tepid endorsement. No, the Eng-
lish singer’s sophomore disc is lovely in the 
way of a sunset or a cruise around the lazy 
river after a long day at the waterpark.

The whole thing is a pleasure to enjoy, 
with Ware laying bare her aches and pains 
over a series of down-tempo tracks, her vo-
cals easing listeners from song to song like a 
gentle current.

The title track and lead single, produced 
by BenZel (the duo that includes heavy-hit-

ter Benny Blanco), has Prince-in-the-’80s 
written all over it, and Ware certainly does 
the vibe justice. She channels the music 
icon again on “You & I (Forever),” a gem 
that credits fellow Prince fan, R&B singer 
Miguel, who also lends his songwriting help 
on the deliciously sultry R&B track, “Kind 
of. Sometimes. Maybe.”

“Sweetest Song” nearly lives up to its title, 
thanks to lush layers of guitars and echoing 
background vocals. “Champagne Kisses” is 
fun, and the vocal harmonies of “Keep on 
Lying” are nothing short of beautiful.

Ware’s easygoing pace sometimes works 
against her, increasing the likelihood that 

listeners are lulled into listening on autopi-
lot. But an unexpected musical build-up or 
twist, such as in the final minute or so of the 
Ed Sheeran-assisted “Say You Love Me,” 
does a good job of keeping ears engaged.

Other times, like on “Pieces,” Ware ar-
rests attention from the beginning. “It’s 
illogical, I was nothing without you, you 
oughta know, I was lost when I found you,” 
she sings, exerting her voice over a striking 
arrangement of strings.

“Tough Love” isn’t for everyone, but of 
course, neither are sunsets or lazy rivers.

— Melanie J. Sims
The Associated Press

The Flaming Lips
With a Little Help from My Fwends 
(Warner Bros.)

Ever wonder what “Sgt. Pepper’s 
Lonely Hearts Club Band” would sound 
like sung by robots? Me neither, but 
here’s the answer.

The Flaming Lips have recorded a 
full-length tribute to the Beatles’ 1967 
album, and the music is even more far-
out and psychedelic than the landmark 
original. This daft pop is silly, bombas-
tic, druggy, irreverent and rude, with 
lots of bleeps and blasts, but it’s not much 
fun or funny.

The songs lack the melodic charm and 
rhythmic bounce of the Fab Four rendi-
tions. Instead, there’s so much distortion 
not even “Lovely Rita” is pretty.

And if the goal is merely to be weird, 
the Lips don’t come close to matching 
William Shatner, who established the 
standard for bizarre Beatles covers 
when he sang “Lucy In the Sky With 
Diamonds.” There’s no Shatner here, 
but guest appearances by Miley Cyrus, 

Moby, My Morning Jacket and J Mascis 
— among others — fail to salvage the set.

The Lips forgo the famous sustained 
chord to conclude “A Day In the Life.” 
Instead, the song and album end 
abruptly, as if someone finally wised up 
and pulled the plug.

— Steven Wine
The Associated Press

Trippy tribute
Flaming Lips fail with full-length ‘Sgt. Pepper’ cover
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Taylor Swift’s ‘1989’: 
A pivot into pop, 

a misstep into 
conformity

 Taylor Swift
ANDREW ESTEY, INVISION/AP

 BY CHRIS RICHARDS

 The Washington Post 

Taylor Swift’s “1989” — an 
antiseptic pop album scrubbed 
of any greasy country music 
fi ngerprints — qualifi es as a 

rare and exquisite dud. When it’s trium-
phant, it’s like that Super Bowl Sunday 
when your team is up 42 points at the 
half. When it’s bland, it’s like noshing on 
empty calories in a dream you won’t re-
member. Sometimes, somehow, it’s both.

But above all, it’s shrewd. The album’s 
fi rst single, “Shake It Off,” preemptively 
shushes any criticism Swift might have 
shouldered for offi cially renouncing 
Nashville — and she does it with a cas-
cading refrain that’s pure pop. “Haters 
gonna hate, hate, hate, hate, hate,” she 
chirps. “Baby, I’m just gonna shake, 
shake, shake, shake, shake — shake it 
off.”

She sure sounds comfy inside that 
armor. Which is weird, right? One of the 
most powerful entertainers on the planet 
shouldn’t have to sing in a defensive 
crouch. But in addition to penning real-
talk mega-hits about breakups, make-
ups, fl ame-outs and happily-ever-afters, 
Swift is always honing the illusion that 
she’s an underdog — a global superstar 
earnestly beseeching our sympathies, 
our ears and our dollars.

“1989” makes that illusion seem more 
ridiculous than ever. Named after the 
year she was born, the 24-year-old’s fi fth 
album has all the pomp and razzmatazz 
of a big career pivot. But as a pop record, 
it’s ultimately a declaration of conformi-

ty. Swift wants to sound like everybody 
else. And she wants to be the best at it, 
too.

In a society that seeks constant valida-
tion through social media, “1989” serves 
as a conformist power fantasy that might 
resonate more than we’d like to admit 
— because it’s also a big, dull gesture 
we’re expected to applaud no matter 
what. Clap a little louder or be excom-
municated to the valley of the haters. 
Those are your options in this ludicrous 
world.

Sonically, the world Swift curates on 
“1989” couldn’t sound more familiar. 
She’s assembled an arsenal of weapons-
grade radio pop, largely with the help 
of Max Martin, the Swedish producer 

who knows how to make Swift’s hooks 
sound like reincarnated new-wave hits. 
Drum machines and synthesizers, good; 
acoustic guitars and decorative mando-
lins, bad.

These new environs feel light-years 
away from old Nashville, and they invite 
Swift to twist her voice in new ways. 
Unfortunately, her mild vocal acrobat-
ics frequently expose the clunkiness of 
her lyrics. “Darling, I’m a nightmare 
dressed like a daydream,” she talk-sings 
with an awkward wave of the fi nger on 
“Blank Space,” a buzzy song that right-
fully bites back at the bogus, boy-crazy 
image the tabloids have been burnishing 
of Swift in recent years.

Meantime, her worst lyrics lurk in the 
album’s book-ended odes to life in her 
new home of New York City. The chorus 
of “Welcome To New York” rings out 
like a desperate and over-caffeinated 
tourism jingle (“Welcome to New York 
— It’s been waiting for you!”), while the 
hook of “New Romantics,” a feisty bonus 
track, registers somewhere between 
moldy emo and the back pages of a 
high school literary magazine. (“Heart-
break is the national anthem/We sing it 
proudly.”)

She’s gone from describing adoles-
cence like an adult to describing adult-
hood like an adolescent — all of which 
begins to undermine the long-running 
Swiftian myth that there’s a secret 
power in being profoundly uncool. 
Where is Taylor taking us on this grand 
odyssey of uncoolness? To a rom-com 
fairy-tale Manhattan that doesn’t actu-
ally exist? To a new wave ’80s she never 

got to live through? To contemporary 
pop music’s most tame and mundane 
center?

For a hint, fl ash back to 2008 when 
Swift was memorializing the battle for 
some forgotten boy’s heart on “You Be-
long With Me,” a masterful song about 
the misfi t life: “She wears short skirts, 
I wear T-shirts/She’s cheer captain and 
I’m on the bleachers.” In light of “1989,” 
that second line is the prophetic one. 
Young Swift wasn’t off doing whip-its 
behind the Wawa or reading Kafka at 
Starbucks. She was on the sidelines, 
wishing she fi t in, standing by.

And now here she is, ruling over all 
of popland, projecting the dim aura of 
unimpeachability. Because yes, Swift is 
a woman thriving at the summit of a pop 
culture largely shaped by men. And yes, 
she’s a truth-telling songwriter who’s 
done some truly brilliant work. And yes, 
she’s only 24 and her future remains 
bright and unwritten. All of those things 
are true and good.

But is it wrong to wish that Swift — at 
this point — was just the itty-bittiest bit 
cooler? Is it wrong to wish “1989” didn’t 
sound so anonymous? Is it wrong to 
demand our leaders not make follower 
music? Is it wrong to feel disoriented and 
disheartened by the effusion of suck-
uppy articles dutifully praising these 
unimaginative songs? Is it wrong to 
squirm knowing that those same songs 
will likely saturate our public spaces for 
years — or maybe even the rest of our 
lives?

Asking these questions doesn’t make 
you a hater. It makes you a listener. 

Taylor Swift
1989 (Big Machine Records)
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 BY ROHAN PRESTON

Star Tribune 

It’s around 3 p.m. on Oct. 1, the big-
gest day in Marlon James’ career 
— if not his life. His third novel, “A 
Brief History of Seven Killings,” 

hit bookstores with more buzz than a 
swarm of bees.

James is on his phone with prominent 
Jamaican blogger Annie Paul, who has 
just published her interview with him 
online. The blog post, in which James 
discusses his novel about the 1976 at-
tempted assassination of Bob Marley in 
Kingston, has upset editors at The New 
York Times and The Wall Street Journal, 
each of which has a story on James com-
ing out soon.

“Can you please take it down?” James 
asks Paul, no sign of panic or upset in his 
voice.

She wonders why anyone would care 
about her little blog in Jamaica.

“It’s just for a little bit,’ ” he says. “It’s 
an embargo thing.”

Reluctantly, Paul agrees.
“Alright, cool,” he says, signing off. 

“The Times, I’ve worked with them 
— they always have to be fi rst.”

The media storm is all about “Seven 
Killings,” a nearly 700-page novel pub-
lished by Riverhead, a Penguin imprint. 
The press is sending James on a multi-
week national tour to support a work that 
blunt New York Times critic Michiko 
Kakutani called “epic in every sense of 
that word: sweeping, mythic, over-the-
top, colossal and dizzyingly complex.”

Novelist Russell Banks has been 
similarly effusive, saying that “Seven 
Killings” is “scary and lyrically beauti-
ful — you’ll want to read whole pages 
aloud to strangers.”

The book is “an indispensable and 
essential history of Jamaica’s troubled 
years,” said Publishers Weekly.

Make no mistake: “Seven” is no easy 
airport read. The novel, which James 
has been thinking about for de-
cades and which he completed 
over the past four years, radi-
ates from the Dec. 3, 1976, 
assassination attempt on 
Marley, the reggae su-
perstar. Two days after 
dodging most of the 
bullets, an injured 
Marley headlined 
a peace concert 
in Kingston, the 
Jamaican capi-
tal, standing 
between the 
leaders of the 
two politi-
cal parties 
like, he 
would 
later 
say, 

Jesus between the two thieves.
James uses the assassination attempt 

as a touchstone to create an imaginative, 
Joycean mosaic of social history that 
pulls in a dizzying cast of characters.

“Seven Killings” takes place in 
1970s Jamaica, where the CIA, intent 
on Jamaica’s not becoming a socialist 
country, armed rival political gangs that 
would morph into the posses that ruled 
parts of New York and Miami in the 
1980s and 1990s. There are spies, gang 
bosses, politicians, musicians, lovers and 
dreamers.

James’ fi rst novel, “John Crow’s 
Devil,” was published by small, indepen-
dent Akashic Press. He moved to Riv-
erhead for “The Book of Night Women,” 
a novel set in the 19th century and told 
in a woman’s voice. That one has been 
optioned for a fi lm, but it didn’t approach 
the rapturous reviews that make “Seven 
Killings” a breakout book for the 43-
year-old author.

 James has the physique of the track 
runner he once was (his specialty was 
the 200 meters, although he could not 
cut it in the land of Usain Bolt and 
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce). To tame his 
dreadlocks, he sometimes wraps his hair 
in a bandanna. And he inspires awe in 
his students at Macalester College in St. 
Paul, Minn.

It seems that he has been living for 
this moment. On his offi cial publication 
day, as he bounds into his rented loft 
atop the Midtown Global Market in south 
Minneapolis, he is greeted by a blast of 
bright light coming in large windows 
that give a panoramic view all the way 
to St. Paul. Framed posters and photo-
graphs of primitives and nudes cover the 
walls, along with framed album covers 
— Hendrix, the Stones, Grace Jones. 
It’s the kind of place where Jean-Michel 
Basquiat and David Bowie would feel 
right at home.

James sits at a table and fl ips open his 
MacBook Air to see what all that fuss 
is about. He clicks on the article in the 
Times, hoping aloud that he hasn’t used 
up his 10 free stories this month. The 
author photo strikes him fi rst.

“That’s the one they chose?” James 
says. “I thought I was smiling; I’m not 
that serious.”

His phone buzzes constantly, and there 
also are dings coming from his computer 
indicating social-media updates from 
friends and followers. He switches to 
Facebook, and exclaims as he sees who 
has posted on his page: “Victor Chang!” 
he says. “He was my fi rst writing 
teacher at UWI,” the University of the 
West Indies.

As he reads, he pauses to address 
a question of language that comes up 
about this work. The book is told in 

voices from a wide strata of Jamaican 
society, from slang and Patwa to the 
queen’s English. Patwa, he says, is not 
some dialect of English or, worse, “bro-
ken English,” but its own language.

“It has its own rules, grammar, every-
thing that a language needs to function,” 
James says. “True, it’s not written down, 
but not every language is written.”

“Seven Killings” is James’ imagi-
native attempt to make sense of his 
formative years. He was born in 1970, 
two years before Michael Manley swept 
to power, promising a Sweden-style 
socialist paradise. On the other side was 
American-born Edward Seaga, often 
referred to as CIA-ga. More than a thou-
sand people died in political violence 
that brought Seaga to power in 1980. 
Manley returned to power from 1989 to 
1992. 

 PHOTOS BY RENEE JONES SCHNEIDER/ Star Tribune 

Marlon James teaches a class at Macalester College in St. Paul, Minn. The author 
is drawing rave reviews for his latest novel, “A Brief History of Seven Killings.” 

‘Epic in every 
sense of the word’

Marlon James examines  
1976 assassination

attempt on Bob Marley 
in ‘Seven Killings’
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 “Wish I Was Here” : A man (Zach 
Braff) faces personal and professional 
crossroads. Braff has had TV and fi lm 
success with “Scrubs” and “Garden 
State.” Even as good as those were, noth-
ing compares to the quality of perfor-
mance, writing and direction he brings 
to “Wish I Was Here.” Writing what he 
knows, Braff plays Aidan Bloom, a kind-
hearted actor who just can’t get a big 
break. That’s not been a problem because 
his successful and supportive wife Sarah 
(Kate Hudson) has always been there to 
take care of the family and home. Things 
change when Aidan must home school 
his children. Braff’s fi lm pulls you into a 
multi-generational story that will make 
you laugh as hard as you cry.

“WKRP in Cincinnati: The Complete 
Series” : Did you every wonder what 
became of this TV show? Wonder no 
more. The entire series is being released 
in a 13-disc set. It not only features the 
bizarre antics of the staff of the low-rated 
radio station, but it also includes fi rst-rate 
music from The Rolling Stones, Bruce 
Springsteen, The Doors, Grateful Dead, 
Blondie, Paul McCartney and Wings, 
Van Morrison and The Police. The music 
might be dated, but the comedy remains 
fresh. That’s because the cast is one of 
the most underrated of all time. Tim Reid 
and Howard Hesseman remind us how 
fun radio was in the ’70s, while Gary 
Sandy and Gordon Jump provided many 
heartfelt moments. If nothing else, the 
DVD set should be in your collection for 
the show’s classic Thanksgiving episode.

 Also new on DVD :
“Deliver Us from Evil” 
 “Plastic”: Young criminals con their 

way into a luxurious life.
“Accused, Series 1&2”: Anthology that 

follows a different character each week.
“America: Imagine the World Without 

Her”: Documentary that looks at what 
the world would be like without America.

“Behaving Badly”: Selena Gomez stars 
in this tale of a teen’s attempts to fi nd love.

“Rumours of Glory”: DVD set taken 
from the pages of the coming autobiogra-
phy by Bruce Cockburn.

“Lovejoy, Series 3”: Ian McShane 
plays the crime-solving antiques dealer.

 “A Most Wanted Man”: Illegal immi-
grant gets caught in an international war 
on terror.

“Nightbreed: The Director’s Cut”: 
Clive Barker tale of terror.

 “How We Got to Now with Steven 
Johnson”: Six-part series hosted by 
science and technology author Steven 
Johnson.

“Miss Marple: Volume One”: Miss 
Jane Marple (Joan Hickson) solves four 
baffl ing mysteries.

“Squirm”: Town’s terrorized by crawl-
ing creatures.

  “The Reckoning”: Memory card re-
veals details behind death of a sibling in 
an unsolved hit and run case. 

 — Rick Bentley /The Fresno Bee 
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‘American Horror Story’  actor John Carroll Lynch is scary good

FX 

 John Carroll Lynch stars as Twisty the Clown on “American Horror Story: Freak Show,”  which airs Thursdays on AFN-Spectrum. 

 BY GINA MCINTYRE

Los Angeles Times

When “American Horror 
Story” creator Ryan Murphy 
fi rst contacted actor John 
Carroll Lynch about a pos-

sible role on the fourth season of his glee-
fully deranged hit, he was upfront about 
his aims for a new character, a silent, 
grinning killer straight out of a child’s 
nightmare.

“He described it in a way that I under-
stood it to be somebody calling me up and 
going, ‘We’d like you to play my version 
of the Phantom of the Opera,’ ” Lynch 
recalled recently. “He said he wanted to 
create the most terrifying clown in the 
history of television.”

By all accounts, he succeeded. Lynch’s 
Twisty the Clown has become the chief 
talking point of “American Horror Story: 
Freak Show,” quite an achievement 
considering Murphy stocked the latest 
season of his Emmy-winning anthology 
series with conjoined twins, a bearded 
Kathy Bates and a three-breasted her-
maphrodite played by Angela Bassett.

The artistic grandchild of Tod Brown-
ing’s “Freaks” and Katherine Dunn’s cult 
novel “Geek Love,” “Freak Show” centers 
on stardom-obsessed  Elsa Mars (Jessica 
Lange), who brings her carnival to Jupiter, 
Fla., in 1952 and soon recruits conjoined 
sisters Dot and Bette Tattler (Sarah Paul-
son) into her revue, certain that they’ll 
revive fl agging interest in the show.

But the locals greet the performers 
with hostility and suspicion, which only 
intensifi es after a series of inexplicable 
murders and abductions shocks the 
sleepy Southern town.

Unlike Elsa’s circus, “Freak Show” 
had no trouble attracting viewers when it 
debuted this month. A total of 10 million 
people watched the season premiere, 

making it the most watched program in 
the history of FX.

Not surprisingly, the show already has 
been renewed for a fi fth season, and Mur-
phy is also creating a companion series, 
“American Crime Story.”  

Not everyone was pleased with what 
they saw, however — some children’s 
entertainers complained that Twisty was 
likely to exacerbate coulrophobia, the fear 
of clowns. And they might have a point.

In his fi rst moments on screen, Twisty, 
wearing stained satin ruffl es and a mask 
of giant teeth, interrupts a lovers’ lake-
side picnic, presenting a young woman 
with plastic fl owers before stabbing her 
boyfriend to death on their red, check-
ered blanket. He imprisons his living vic-
tims in an abandoned school bus hidden 
in a remote locale.

Lynch insists, though, that while 
Twisty is a terrifying villain, he’s more 
than just a mute slasher, and upcoming 
installments of the show, including a 
two-part Halloween episode, will reveal 
telling details about his personal story.

“It’s great to play a character that is 
so starkly drawn, and it’s really fun to 
be a bad guy,” Lynch said. “In this case I 
really like that Ryan and the writers have 
provided not only a really terrifi c, scary 
character, but also they provided a lot of 
humanity that you’ll learn about as the 
season progresses.”

“I think a lesser actor would have 
thought of it as a ghoul or something 
two-dimensional and just walked around 
and wore the makeup and would have 
done nothing else,” said Finn Wittrock, 
who plays Twisty’s “acolyte” Dandy Mott 
on the series. “John, even when he’s just 
walking around, he’s really doing the work 
of an actor and fi nding some emotional 
depth. As the episodes go on, you learn a 
lot more about Twisty’s humanity, so he 
gets to show his chops a little bit more.”

Originally from Colorado, Lynch, 51, 
has been a working actor for decades, 
with dozens of credits to his name. He 
played the cross-dressing, down-on-his 
luck older brother on “The Drew Carey 
Show,” contract killer Varlyn Stroud on 
HBO’s earlier sideshow-themed series 
“Carnivale” and, more recently, a KGB 
informant on FX’s acclaimed spy drama 
“The Americans.”

 When weighing whether to play Twisty, 
Lynch said he found himself intrigued by 
the hurdles he’d need to leap for the role.

“I knew that the character was going to 
be primarily silent, and that was a chal-
lenge,” he said. “I knew the character, 
most of his face was going to be covered, 
and that was a challenge. It’s like if you 
were boxing and somebody said, ‘We’d 
like you to fi ght that guy, but we’d like you 
to fi ght that guy just with your feet and 
we’ll tie your hands behind your back.’ I 
would say no to that challenge, but I said 
yes to this one.”

 The actor described the experience of 
seeing himself for the fi rst time in full 
costume as “macabre, to say the least.” He 
made balloon animals during the roughly 
90 minutes it took for makeup artists to 
apply the character’s skullcap and sadistic 
smile, a prosthetic appliance that covers 
the bottom portion of Lynch’s face.

  Given Twisty’s extreme look, the 
character is one sure to inspire legions 
of Halloween costumes. But Lynch has a 
suggestion for fans considering dressing 
as the murderous clown for the holiday 
— maybe don’t. “I heard from other peo-
ple on Twitter that they’re very excited 
about Twisty Halloween costumes, and 
all I can think is, ‘You people are nuts!’ ” 
Lynch said with a laugh. “You have no 
idea what you’re getting yourself into. 
How’re you going to have a nice apple 
cider? Go as a princess. Come on.” 

‘It’s really‘It’s really
fun to be afun to be a

FOCUS FEATURES/AP

 Pierce Gagnon, left; Joey King; and Zach 
Braff star in the DVD release  “Wish I 
Was Here.”  
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Are sweet treats the next battleground in America’s health war?

 BY JOE HEIM

 The Washington Post

We take joy where we fi nd it in 
life, and I’ve almost always 
found joy in candy. Unwrap-
ping a frozen Charleston Chew, 

biting into the sweet, salty perfection of 
a Reese’s peanut butter cup or daintily 
consuming a handful of unjustly maligned 
candy corn reaffi rms the world’s wonder 
for me. I seek out candy’s company, near 
and far. In 1992, I wrote a letter to Cad-
bury executives in England urging them to 
make more of their British brands avail-
able in the United States. “If we fi nd that 
enough members of the public share your 
enthusiasm, you may well fi nd the Cadbury 
range will be expanded,” they wrote back. 
Who, I wondered, could possibly not share 
my enthusiasm?

When the candymakers tell me their 
product is about fun and pleasure, I not 
only believe them, I want to be one of them.

And yet.
And yet America is a nation of scale-

busters. Two out of every three of us are 
overweight. We’re No. 1 with a bullet on 
the world’s obesity chart, and no one is 
catching us anytime soon. A sugar-fueled 
diabetes epidemic looms. Public health 
advocates long ago took notice of this ris-
ing fat and sugar tide and have pushed for 
changes to stem a health disaster. Soda 
companies have come under siege; trans-
fats were punished into near oblivion. The 
phrase “high-fructose corn syrup” is now 
uttered with lip-curling contempt.

 America’s candymakers insist that they 
aren’t the problem. They point out that 
Americans get only 2 percent of their 
daily calories from candy. They argue 
that Americans understand that candy is 

a treat to be eaten in mod-
eration. They state that 

candy can be a part of 
a balanced diet. And 
that might all be true, 
but the candymakers 
also sense that sugar 

is public health 
enemy No. 1. 

The health 
advocates 
and regula-
tors who went 
after soda and 
trans fats 
now have 
candy in 
their cross-
hairs.

No one 
wants a 

world without 
candy — a 

world without candy is no 
world at all. But advocates 

say something has to give 
in the battle between health 
and choice. And the fate of 

the growing U.S. candy industry, which 
went from $25.8 billion in sales in 2003 to 
almost $34 billion last year, might tell us 
something about where America is headed 
in terms of health, regulations and the 
freedom to choose whatever we want to eat 
whenever we want to eat it.

The future of food takes shape daily 
across Washington, D.C., in the offi ces of 
lobbyists, industry regulators, senators, 
representatives, think tankers, policy 
analysts and public health advocates. The 
stakes are high for everyone.

For 15 years, Margo Wootan, director of 
nutrition policy at the Center for Science 
in the Public Interest, has been pushing 
hard on the anti-sugar front. She worked 
with a large coalition to bring about the 
passage of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids 
Act in 2010, which brought vast changes to 
nutrition requirements at all schools that 
receive any federal funding.

In addition to improving the standards 
of food served in schools and increasing 
fruit and vegetable servings, a portion of 
the law that went into effect in September 
required that all candy, sugary drinks and 
non-nutritional snacks be removed from 
school cafeterias and vending machines. 
“By taking candy out of schools we’re say-
ing candy is not an everyday food, and it’s 
something you should be eating a lot less 
of,” Wootan says.

By the end of the lobbying process on 
that bill, the candy industry was align-
ing with parents and with an overall push 
toward healthier eating that has been led 
in no small part by fi rst lady Michelle 
Obama’s fi tness-awareness efforts. For a 
few advocates, the law didn’t go far enough, 
but with its passage, the anti-sugar forces 
had notched their fi rst signifi cant piece of 
legislation.

Just as schools were shedding candy, 
a less-noticed effort was taking place at 

state and local levels. From Seattle to Los 
Angeles to Chicago to New York to Wash-
ington, governments began implementing 
programs that reduced or eliminated the 
sale of candy and unhealthy snack food in 
public buildings.

“Governments are deciding that it really 
doesn’t make sense for them to have obesi-
ty campaigns, which are often high-profi le 
and a big priority, and then you walk into 
the health department or any public build-
ing and they have these vending machines 
that are chock-full of candy and soda and 
chips,” Wootan tells me. 

Wootan senses momentum and doesn’t 
want to see the sugar-removal effort stop 
at the boundaries of schools and public 
buildings. She is preparing a campaign 
to rid candy and unhealthy snacks from 
all checkout aisles of grocery and conve-
nience stores. This strategy is borrowed 
from Great Britain, where earlier this 
year Tesco, the United Kingdom’s largest 
supermarket and convenience store chain, 
announced it would remove all candy at 
checkouts. Other U.K. chains are doing the 
same, says Malcolm Clark, coordinator of 
the London-based Children’s Food Cam-
paign, which led the effort.

Could candy removal work on this side of 
the Atlantic? Currently, most supermarkets 
in the United States have one or two check-
out lanes where candy is not sold. Those 
are mostly intended for parents who have 
small children and don’t want to endure 
the ruthless negotiating of 4-year-olds with 
visions of Sour Patch Kids in their heads.

But Wootan isn’t just worried about 
whiny kids; she’s also thinking about weak-
willed grown-ups. “Companies know that 
at the end of a shop, your willpower is at a 
very low point, and then they assault you 
with this huge display of candy, knowing 
that it will induce impulse buying. Pushing 
people to buy food that they didn’t want, 
that is going to harm their health, just 
doesn’t seem appropriate, given the high 
rates of obesity.”

Of course, the idea of restricting choice 
simply because Americans might not want 
to make a healthy choice is not roundly 
popular, particularly not with ... Ameri-
cans.

But what is to be done, and who should 
decide? Is America capable of going on a 
diet and eating healthier without being 
pushed and prodded and punished to 
do so? 

There’s a clean-cut sameness 
to the offi ces of most Wash-
ington trade groups. In 
a button-down town, a 
lobby shop shouldn’t 
stand out too much. Un-
less you represent candy.

The National Con-
fectioners Association 
painted its George-
town offi ces a blizzard 
of colors that 
borrows from 
every shade of 
Skittle. Imag-
ine a work-
place designed 
by Willy Wonka. 
Every piece of 

art in this brightly lighted offi ce is candy-
themed. There’s an American fl ag fash-
ioned from Tootsie Pop wrappers, Hershey 
Bar coasters on the tables. There is also a 
glass-enclosed, climate-controlled candy 
room where visitors are invited to help 
themselves from a staggering assortment 
of the best-known names in American con-
fectionery. Full disclosure: I helped myself. 
(I couldn’t help myself.)

John Downs took the reins earlier this 
year as the NCA’s new chief executive. 
Sitting on a couch in his executive suite 
across from the candy room, the former 
Coca-Cola executive sips from a Diet Coke 
and makes candy’s argument against 
regulation.

“There is so much negative publicity 
around sugar,” he says. “So we’ve got to 
do a better job, obviously, in articulating 
our case in the role that candy plays in a 
balanced lifestyle. ... I think our message is 
clear. It’s about balance and moderation.”

“Balance and moderation” is a phrase he 
will repeat numerous times over the next 
half-hour, and it is a phrase echoed man-
tra-like by industry leaders. The health 
and wellness issue is a sensitive topic, and 
candymakers have become accustomed 
to playing defense and occasionally giv-
ing ground. When criticized for aiming 
television advertising at children, most 
candymakers agreed to pull back. Brands 
have also created sugar-free offerings and 
reduced portion sizes.

But candy can change only so much 
before it stops being candy. And the NCA is 
pushing back against demands to further 
limit its marketing or availability to cus-
tomers. Removing candy from all checkout 
aisles would be a big blow to the industry.

“The majority of consumers don’t want 
government to restrict their access to food; 
they want education around how to con-
sume indulgent foods,” says Alison Bodor, 
the NCA’s executive vice president. “Even 
dietitians will say there’s a role for candy 
in the diet, albeit a small one. And we’re 
all fi ne with that. We agree. But removing 
access or trying to remove choice is an 
unfortunate outcome, and I think most con-
sumers reject that policy and feel that they 
can make that decision themselves.” 
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 The World Health Organization this year changed its maximum daily recommended 
intake of sugar for the average adult to 25 grams, the equivalent of 47 M&Ms.  
PHOTOS BY SCOTT SUCHMAN/For The Washington Post 
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Today’s the day for treats, and there’s no better 
treat than a good read, in my book. Reading to-
gether is a good place for parents to begin talking 
to their children about the stresses of military 

life, particularly about war and deployment when those 
events touch their lives. This collection of books cele-
brates the experiences of military families, both past and 
present, giving children a perspective and a sense of their 
place in history as military kids.

“My Daddy is a Marine,” by Alia Reese
This board book, also available as “My Mommy is 

a Marine,” was created by Marine wife Alia Reese, 
inspired by the needs of her own children during her 
husband’s frequent deployments. The book’s sturdy pages 
have slots where photos can be in-
serted to personalize this military life 
story. Reese’s master’s degree in psy-
chology taught her that photographic 
images of an absent parent combined 
with frequent stories told to children 
helped maintain a closer memory of 
a parent who is far away, so the book 
doubles as a personal photo album. 
Reese is developing books for other 
service branches as well.  Visit heart-
starpress.com for more information.  

“Knit Your Bit: A World War I 
Story,” by Deborah Hopkinson

This story about a family during 
WWI illustrates the challenges of the homefront. “It takes 
just as much courage to stay behind,” Mikey’s soldier 
father tells him before he heads overseas. Encouraged 
by his sister, Ellie, Mikey and his pals take up knitting to 
meet the urgent need for warm socks for troops serv-
ing overseas during a cold European winter.  The book is 
based on actual events, like a community knitting com-
petition in New York’s Central Park in 1918, and includes 
historical information and photos.

“The Year of the Jungle,” by Suzanne Collins
Drawing on her own experience when her father 

served during the Vietnam War, Collins tells the story 
from her perspective as a 6-year-old. Collins, author of 
the bestselling “Hunger Games” series, treats this topic 
seriously. Collins describes her fears for her father and 
the ways he has changed when he returns home. Parents 
should review this picture book before sharing it with 
young children and be prepared for the questions it might 
inspire. A good catalyst for conversations with children 
about war.

“Coming Home,” by Greg Ruth
With few words, this picture book creates the experi-

ence of homecoming day, as a boy waits for his parent 
to come home from deployment. Expressive illustra-
tions convey the anticipation, showing various kinds of 
reunions — with pets, friends and spouses — until fi nally 
the boy is reunited with his mother. The uniforms suggest 
this story was set during Desert Storm, but the emotions 
depicted are applicable to any deployment. 

“Night Catch,” by Brenda Ehrmantraut
A soldier father about to deploy invents a game of catch 

with the North Star to connect him with his son while he’s 
away. This book, written by a military sister, illustrates 
the connection as well as the distance, showing the time 
difference between the father’s location and the son’s. 
“Night Catch,” which includes background information 
about the North Star, is also the basis for a planetarium 
production at Mayborn Science Theater at Central Texas 
College in Killeen, Texas. www.starsatnight.org

“Born an Angel,” by Briley Rossiter
This story, written by the 12-year-old daughter of a Ma-

rine, is about overcoming a different kind of challenge. 
Briley writes the true story of her sister, Ainsley, who 
has a disabling disease, and how the family takes Ainsley 
along to run races and enjoy their time together in spite 
of adversity. Proceeds of the book go to Ainsley’s Angels 
of America, a foundation that builds awareness about the 
special needs community.

“Sometimes We Were Brave,” by Pat Brisson
This picture book is about Jerome, whose Navy mom 

is away at sea.  Before leaving, Jerome’s mom told him 
to “be brave,” and in this story Jerome learns that being 
brave is different than he fi rst thought.

 Many of these books are available at militaryfamily-
books.com, some military exchanges, bookstores, as well 
as local and base libraries. 
Terri Barnes is the author of “Spouse Calls: Messages From a 
Military Life.” Contact her at spousecalls@aol.com or at  stripes.
com/go/spousecalls.

SPOUSE CALLS
Books to help children 
understand military life

 BY KATE SANTICH

Orlando Sentinel 

Teresa Apgar once envisioned 
her senior years as a time 
of globe-trotting travel and 
a busy social life. Instead, 

she’s chauffeuring an 8-year-old to 
taekwondo, learning about atten-
tion defi cit disorder and supervising 
math homework.

“Look, I’m 58. My husband is 
67. This is not where we’d planned 
on being at this stage in life,” the 
DeLand, Fla., resident said. “Every-
thing in our lives revolves around 
the school schedule. It’s not like you 
can just dash off to Vegas.”

Like 2.9 million grandparents 
across the country, 150,000 of them 
in Florida, Apgar and her husband, 
DeLand Mayor Bob Apgar, have 
become the main caretakers for 
their grandchild. Their numbers 
have climbed steeply in recent years 
— 12 percent from 2000 to 2010 
— and demographers have tracked a 
continuing increase going back three 
decades.

Financial pressures are blamed 
for the trend during the Great 
Recession, but other reasons range 
from parental drug abuse to incar-
ceration to death and tragedy.

Apgar was awarded custody when 
her daughter suffered severe brain 
damage in a suicide attempt.

“I immediately read everything I 
could fi nd on grandparents raising 
grandchildren,” she said. “Almost all 
of it was this touchy-feely stuff that 
doesn’t tell you what it’s really like. 
It’s very isolating.”

The complaint is a common one. 
After all, it’s one thing to dote on 
your grandkids during a visit. It’s 
entirely another to be responsible 
24/7 — especially at a time in life 
when you might not have the energy 
you did a generation earlier.

But for Sharon Hampton, 58, the 
biggest struggle is fi nancial. Granted 
custody of her two grandsons in 2010 
when the parents could no longer 
care for them, the former Central 
Florida social worker had to quit 
work to take care of the toddlers 
when she couldn’t afford child care. 
Husband Trevor, 10 years her senior, 
then went back to work during what 
was supposed to be his retirement.

“There are a lot of grandparents 
out there like us who will do what-
ever it takes to raise their grand-
children,” Hampton said. “But it’s 
expensive. And I have to look at 
every penny I spend on myself. We 
have good insurance, but there’s a 
$30 co-pay to go to the doctor. For 
$30, I can pay for their tennis lessons 
for a week.”

When a severe stomach ailment 
sent her to the hospital recently, she 
ignored a doctor’s recommendation 
that she be admitted, instead opting 
to return home to care for the boys.

“When you see the smiles on their 
faces, when you see them laugh, 
when they run to you for help or 
crawl into the bed with us at 1 or 2 in 
the morning — well, you can’t beat 
that kind of love,” she said. “If they 
were to be taken away now, it would 
break our hearts.”

That doesn’t mean, though, that 
she wouldn’t like a little more help. If 
she were to turn the 5- and 6-year-

old boys over to the state, foster 
parents would be paid about $780 a 
month to care for them, and the chil-
dren would be eligible for four-year 
college scholarships.

As a guardian, Hampton can get 
only $241 a month.

“I think more grandparents would 
do this — and more children would 
be kept out of foster care — if not for 
the fi nancial burden,” she said.

The nonprofi t advocacy group 
Generations United estimates 
that grandparents save taxpayers 
 $6.5  billion a year in child-welfare 
costs — money the government 
would otherwise pay to strangers to 
take care of the children.

“Most of these grandparents are 
not doing this with guardianship or 
custody — most are doing it infor-
mally,” said Amy Goyer, AARP’s 

designated grandparenting expert. 
“Some of them are really, really 
struggling.”

On the other hand, Goyer said, 
many grandparents don’t realize 
there is some help available . The 
federally funded Temporary Aid to 
Needy Families, for instance, will 
give grandparents a small stipend 
based solely on the child’s income, 
which is typically zero. And in 
Florida, grandparents raising their 
grandchildren can apply for respite 
care so the elders can take short 
breaks from parenting duties.

State offi cials say they’re doing ev-
erything the law allows them to do.

“It’s a delicate subject when you 
talk to these relatives,” said William 
D’Aiuto, managing director for the 
Florida Department of Children and 
Families’ central region. “I under-
stand their concern, and we appreci-
ate them stepping up and sacrifi cing 
for these children, but the Legisla-
ture has set the caregiver and foster 
care rates, and that’s what we use.”

The sacrifi ces can be considerable.
“The biggest hurdle my grand-

daughter and I had was my 
husband,” said Joan Hansen, a 
75-year-old Orlando retiree. “He had 
never had children before — and to 
have a child come in when we were 
pretty set in our lifestyle was hard 
for him. When she got to be a teen-
ager and they didn’t get along, he 
said, ‘I don’t need this’ and left.”

Hansen was 61 when her daugh-
ter — near the end of a  battle with 
breast cancer — called the  family to 
her bedside to announce her wishes 
for her then-5-year-old daughter.

“There was really no discussion,” 
Hansen said. “And I would do it all 
over again, no question. Sure, her re-
bellious years caused me some grief, 
but she brought me so much joy.” 

Second time around

Terri Barnes

JOE BURBANK, ORLANDO SENTINEL/MCT

Sharon Hampton, 58, embraces her two grandsons  at their home in 
Sanford, Fla. Granted custody of the boys in 2010, Hampton, along with 
her husband, Trevor, says the biggest struggle in raising them is fi nancial. 

When you see 
the smiles on 

their faces, when you 
see them laugh, when 

they run to you for 
help or crawl into the 
bed with us at 1 or 2 
in the morning — well, 
you can’t beat 

that kind
 of love.

Sharon Hampton
raising grandchildren, ages 5 and 6

Grandparents raising grandkids describe joy, isolation 
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“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. Email him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com, and visit gunstonstreet.com.

GUNSTON STREET RESULTS FOR ABOVE PUZZLE

NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD
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 Orson Welles’ last film
might finally be released 

  Orson Welles’s last film might finally be
nearing release after decades as one of cin-
ema’s most storied unfinished creations.

The New York Times  reported Wednes-
day that a Los Angeles-based production 
company, Royal Road Entertainment, has
agreed to buy the rights to Welles’ large-
ly unseen “The Other Side of the Wind.”
Producers are planning to unveil the film
in time for the centennial anniversary of 
Welles’ birth on May 6.

The semi-autobiographical film is about 
a movie director, played by John Huston,
feuding with Hollywood over an ambitious
film. Welles shot the movie in 1971 and 
spent the rest of his life editing it, before 
dying in 1985.

Director Peter Bogdanovich, who ap-
pears in the film, will help edit the foot-
age, which includes a roughly 45-minute
edited print. 

‘House of Cards’ actress  dies
 Actress Elizabeth Norment, who por-

trayed the secretary to Kevin Spacey’s
hard-driving politico Frank Underwood
in the Netflix series “House of Cards,” has
died. She was 61 years old.

Netflix confirmed the death on Wednes-
day but offered no details. Beau Willimon, 
the show’s co-creator, called Norment a 
“talented actress, a warm soul and a good
friend to us all.”

Norment appeared as a guest in many 
other TV shows, including “Doogie Hows-
er, MD,” “ER,” Party of Five” and “Law
& Order.” She also appeared in the movie
comedies “The Woman in Red” and “Romy
and Michele’s High School Reunion.” 

Other news 
�  Prosecutors in Poland have ques-

tioned filmmaker Roman Polanski at the 
request of U.S. prosecutors who are seek-
ing his extradition on charges from 1977 of
having sex with a minor. A spokeswoman
for the prosecutors in Krakow, Boguslawa
Marcinkowska, said Thursday the film-
maker remained free but available for fur-
ther proceedings.   

� Suge Knight and co-
median Katt Williams were 
arrested and charged with 
robbery Wednesday after 
a celebrity photographer 
reported the men stole her 
camera last month. Pros-
ecutors say Williams and 
Knight, who founded Death 
Row Records, were arrested 
Wednesday. Knight has a 
prior conviction for assault 
with a deadly weapon and 
could face up to 30 years in 
prison if convicted.

�  PBS’ average prime-
time household rating for 
the 2013-14 season was up 5 percent over
the year before, the public TV service
said Wednesday. Among all broadcast and 
cable networks, PBS said it ranked fifth in
the Nielsen audience measurement, com-
pared with eighth for the previous season
and 11th for 2011-12. 
From The Associated Press

FACES

 BY RYAN PEARSON

The Associated Press

 Nicole Kidman didn’t land the 
part she wanted in her first 
formal acting gig.

She had been angling to play 
Mary or perhaps an angel in the school 
nativity play, but was cast as a sheep. The 
5-year-old actress’ costume: a decorated 
car seat cover.

“Not my finest moment. But I felt amaz-
ing,” Kidman said in an interview, laugh-
ing. “It’s the beginning of my whole career. 
I bleated through the whole play, and got 
my first laugh. And I was hooked.”

Kidman is reminiscing while promot-
ing her thriller “Before I Go to Sleep,” 
in U.S. theaters Friday. The 47-year-old 
actress plays a woman whose memory is 
wiped clean every night, and begins ques-
tioning her husband and others as she 
tries to unravel what happened to her.

Memory is key to Kidman’s work. Tap-
ping into feelings from past personal ex-
periences — love, trauma, heartbreak, 
whatever — is essential to acting, she 
said.

“That’s what we’re made of is our 
memories, right?” she said. “Actors of 
course have to use things that trigger our 
emotions.”

Kidman’s very first childhood memo-
ries are apropos for the release date of 
her latest film.

“I remember Halloweening when I was 
about 3 with my parents when we lived 
in Washington, D.C.,” she said. She was a 
ghost, dressed in a sheet with eyeholes cut 
out by her mother. “And then I remember 
eating snow when I was about 3 as well — 
wanting to taste it and being told I wasn’t 
allowed to but still secretly doing it,” she 
said. “Isn’t that crazy? And I have a vivid 
memory of both of those things.”

Kidman demurs when asked about her 
most memorable and forgettable film-
making experiences. Certain characters 
do stick with her, though.

“A lot of times you stagger out of there. 
And sometimes it’s sad to leave a charac-
ter. Sometimes it’s like ahhh, I can’t wait 
to shed this,” she said.

The one role she wanted to hold on to 
the longest: her Oscar-nominated turn as 
Satine in Baz Luhrmann’s 2001 musical, 
“Moulin Rouge!” 

THIBAULT CAMUS/AP

Actress Nicole Kidman  says among her first childhood memories is a Halloween in 
Washington, D.C., when she was 3. The actress has a new movie out about memory, 
a thriller called “Before I Go to Sleep,” also starring Colin Firth and Mark Strong.   

Nicole Kidman says memories are essential to her work
Total recall

STUART RAMSON, SCHOLASTIC/AP

 Taylor Swift talks with New York City 
public school children about the power 
of reading and writing  at Scholastic’s 
headquarters in New York on Tuesday .

Taylor Swift talks books, music with kids

 Knight 

 Williams 

 Orson Welles 

 BY LEANNE ITALIE

The Associated Press

 Who says kids don’t read? Not Taylor 
Swift.

The superstar made a stop Tuesday 
night on her busy tour promoting her new 
album to share her passion for reading and 
writing with a gaggle of New York City 
public school kids — and 100 more gig-
gling on computer screens via Skype from 
classrooms in Michigan and California.

Swift, whose “1989” was expected 
to debut at No. 1 next week, is a lifelong 
lover of books and writing, particularly 
songwriting, but she told The Associated 
Press after chatting with the tweens and 
teens at Scholastic that she isn’t ruling out 
other writing projects.

She’s already an unpublished novelist! 
At 13 or 14, she wrote a 400-page book 

based on her life and friends, whom she 
had left behind during a summer away 
with her family.

“But since then, I’ve discovered music 
and that’s the form of writing that inspires 
me the most. It’s not to say that I wouldn’t 
expand the mediums and the ways that I 
choose to write,” Swift said. “What if I end 
up writing a script or a book, or a book of 
poetry or something? That would be so 
amazing. I would love to see that happen.”

Her meetup with the kids, six surround-
ing her on cozy couches at the book pub-
lisher’s Soho headquarters, was turned 
into a 30-minute video  at Scholastic.com 
that has her urging more young people to 
“open a world of possible” through books.

The students on Skype from Troy, Mich. , 
and Poway, Calif ., had made signs declar-
ing the superstar awesome. The in-person 
New Yorkers offered Swift their book rec-
ommendations. Among them: “The Glass 
Castle” by Jeannette Walls and “Out of 
My Mind” by Sharon Draper. 
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Democratic candidates should embrace Obama
 BY PENIEL E. JOSEPH

The Root

Less than one week before the mid-
term elections, President Barack 
Obama has, in many parts of the 
country, become the man who 

wasn’t there. Swing-state Democrats are 
afraid to mention his name in public, and 
consultants are cringing over interviews in 
which Obama has proclaimed that the up-
coming election represents a referendum 
on his administration’s policy initiatives.

Welcome to midterm elections featuring 
an unpopular incumbent.

Obama’s low approval ratings, predic-
tions of low voter turnout and the presi-
dent’s own halting performance on foreign 
policy matters have given Republicans a 
perfect storm of fear and anxiety as the 
election approaches.

Journalists and pundits are having a field 
day, with conservatives and liberals alike 
blasting the president as the bystander in 
chief who appears clueless as the world 
around him burns.

The Ebola outbreak, the Islamic State 
insurgency and racial tensions in Fergu-
son, Mo., have inspired cautious delibera-
tion rather than bold leadership from the 
Obama administration — a posture that 
has caused his enemies to pounce and 
friends to retreat.

The Obama brand is undeniably dam-
aged, but it’s still the best brand the Demo-
cratic Party has.

The coalition of voters who elected 
Obama to the White House in 2008 and 

2012 seek more, not less, progressive gov-
ernment, public policy reforms and social 
justice. Yet Democratic candidates cur-
rently running away from the president 
and his record now do so out of a belief that 
this is the pragmatic route to getting elect-
ed in typically red states like Alaska and 
purple states like New Hampshire.

But states are not nations. The Demo-
cratic Party nominee in 2016, like it or not, 
will effectively be running for Obama’s 
third term. Similarly, George H.W. Bush 
promised a continuation of Ronald Rea-
gan’s legacy in 1988 and won; by contrast, 
Al Gore distanced himself from popular 
but scandal-plagued Bill Clinton in 2000 
and lost.

The likeliest Democratic presidential 
contenders — Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
Maryland Gov. Martin O’Malley, New 
York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, et al. — can win 
only by convincing the almost 67 million 
Americans who voted for the president in 
2008 and the almost 65 million who re-
elected him four years later that they share 
Obama’s priorities.

Obama steered Democrats to two con-
secutive presidential election wins, not by 
appealing to moderates and centrists but 
by expanding the pool of voters and follow-
ing the demographic wave that made vot-
ers of color more powerful than ever.

Democrats would be wise to concentrate 
on this more virtuous side of the ledger 
this election season. The administration’s 
policy victories include the Affordable 
Care Act, the stimulus bill, environmental 
reforms and efforts to wind down two wars 

started by Republicans.
The idea that Obama has become an al-

batross around the necks of Democrats is
true only so far as midterm elections go. In
two short years, amid assessments of the
president’s accomplishments, failures and
ultimate legacy, Democrats will be scram-
bling to raise funds and expand the elec-
torate for the next election cycle. Obama’s
stature will seem more formidable, once 
again, as voters look to see which candi-
date the president whom they supported
ultimately endorses.

Yes, at times, the president has been
his own worst enemy, appearing tired and
disinterested in recent stump speeches
for Democratic candidates in places like
Maryland, where his presence on the cam-
paign trail is still seen as a positive. He’s
never enjoyed the handshaking, schmooz-
ing and social interaction that Bill Clin-
ton loved — something that still inspires
resentment among elected officials and
Washington insiders.

But like it or not, Obama and the Demo-
cratic Party are stuck with each other. 
Democrats in 2014 and 2016 can continue 
to distance themselves from the president
at their own and the party’s peril. Obama’s
brand, however flawed, is already guaran-
teed a powerful legacy of its own.
Peniel E. Joseph, a contributing editor at The 
Root.com, is founding director of the Center for 
the Study of Race and Democracy and a Tufts 
University history professor. He is also a fellow 
for Harvard’s W.E.B. Du Bois Research Institute 
and author of “Waiting ’Til the Midnight Hour: 
A Narrative History of Black Power in America,” 
“Dark Days, Bright Nights: From Black Power to 
Barack Obama” and “Stokely: A Life.” 

Fixing the VA requires fresh thinking
BY JIM MARSHALL

Six months ago, the nation was ap-
palled to learn of a wide-ranging 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
scandal in which department offi-

cials had systematically falsified records 
on patient wait times and appointments 
with physicians for performance bonuses. 
Veterans waited months to receive care, 
and instead of fighting to cut those wait 
times, a shell game ensued to cover them 
up.

The challenges facing veterans’ health 
care have since slipped from the front 
pages, but the department still has a long 
way to go when it comes to providing time-
ly and quality care to veterans. Unreason-
ably delayed care can rise to the level of 
denied care; it’s certainly diminished care. 
The VA must do better. It’s up to veterans 
— and those who fight for their best inter-
ests — to hold both the department and our 
elected representatives accountable for 
better results.

I speak from experience. After the Tet 
Offensive  in 1968, I left college and en-
listed to serve in Vietnam. Thankfully, my 
disability from combat wounds is minor, 
but it led to a number of contacts with the 
VA over many years, leaving me with the 
impression of an organization that is well-
intentioned, but hugely bureaucratic and 
often slow and sloppy. This impression 
is consistent with additional insight I’ve 
gleaned from fellow veterans, particularly 
those who contacted me as a member of 
Congress, literally by the hundreds.

Of course this wasn’t a random sample of 
those served by the VA. People in general 
recall and share with others their bad ex-
periences more often than their good ones. 
Veterans are no different. When they con-
tact a member of Congress, it is almost al-
ways to lodge a complaint. But even taking 
this imperfect  sample into account, I could 

only conclude that the VA has lots of room 
for significant improvement, a view widely 
shared by other members of Congress. 

This summer, Congress passed legisla-
tion aimed at reforming VA health care 
by demanding greater accountability and 
transparency from the department bureau-
cracy and extending health care choice op-
tions for beneficiaries. And the VA has new 
leadership in the form of a new secretary, 
Robert McDonald, who is experienced in 
health care administration. 

But I believe these steps are only the be-
ginning of what must be a journey toward 
transformation of the way our nation deliv-
ers health care to veterans. And given the 
repeated calls for reform over decades, it 
is unrealistic to expect the much-needed 
road map for appropriate transformation to 
come from within the  VA. Like other large, 
long-lived bureaucracies, VA planning in-
evitably gives too much weight to the sta-
tus quo and institutional expectations. So 
the planning process to fix VA health care 
should be led by experts and stakeholders 
outside the agency who will not give undue 
weight to the needs of the VA bureaucracy.

Toward that end, Concerned Veterans for 
America  launched a  bipartisan initiative 
in September: the Fixing Veterans Health 
Care policy task force, of which I am proud 
to serve as one of four co-chairs.

My co-chairs on this task force are three 
distinguished health care policy leaders: 
Dr. Bill Frist, a cardiothoracic transplant 
surgeon who represented Tennessee in the 
U.S. Senate from 1995 until 2007; Dr. Mike 
Kussman, who served as the VA’s under-
secretary for health from 2007 until 2009; 
and Avik Roy, a noted health care scholar 
with the Manhattan Institute.

The goal of this bipartisan task force is 
simple: We want to identify the challenges 
to veterans’ health care, identify solutions, 
and propose concrete reforms to improve 

care delivery . Later this year, we will issue
a set of concrete recommendations that we
hope will serve as the basis for reform leg-
islation in the next Congress in 2015.

In developing our recommendations, we
intend to draw from a wide range of per-
spectives. We will consult with the fore-
most health care management experts, 
former and current VA employees, veter-
ans organizations, members of Congress,
and — most importantly — veterans them-
selves and their families.

Through the “submission portal” on our 
task force website ( taskforce.cv4a.org/), we 
are asking veterans to tell their stories and 
offer their advice. We want to get the most
accurate accounting, directly from veter-
ans and their loved ones, about what the
VA system is doing well, and what needs
to be changed. This testimony will play a
valuable role in shaping the direction of
the task force’s recommendations.

Having been the beneficiary of VA ser-
vices, I know that the department is fortu-
nate to have a large number of employees
who are deeply dedicated to veterans and
their needs. These professionals are often
stymied by the department’s calcified cul-
ture, and they can be counted on to em-
brace positive change that empowers them
to do their best on behalf of veterans and 
their families.

But for that vision to become a reality,
the VA and its congressional overseers 
would benefit from forward-looking re-
form suggestions that put the veteran at
the center of their care, and empower them 
to receive the best possible outcomes. It is
our goal to provide that guidance through
this  task force.
Jim Marshall, a Georgia Democrat, served in the 
U.S. House of Representative from 2003 to 2011. 
He was a recon platoon sergeant in the Vietnam 
War and is a member of the U.S. Army Ranger Hall 
of Fame.
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Why risk new subprime crisis?
The Orange County (Calif.) Register 

Are we really this imprudent?
Mel Watt, currently head of the Fed-

eral Housing Finance Authority, recently 
announced plans — in a speech at a Las 
Vegas casino, of all places — to allow mort-
gage giants Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, 
which he regulates, to purchase loans with 
down payments as low as 3 percent. The 
goal is to enable more borrowers with bad 
credit or low income to buy homes, which 
may be good for banks and the housing 
industry in the short term, but would be 
an unmitigated disaster for the American 
people.

And it’s one we already lived through 
a few short years ago. It’s been dubbed 
“the Great Recession.” We know exactly 
what bad lending policies led us up to the 
brink of that precipice and, yet, here we go 
again.

We’ve accepted as a culture that it was 
greedy bankers who sparked the crisis, 
and they were certainly happy to join the 
party. However, it was just this type of de-
liberately loose standards at Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac, encouraged at the time 
by the George W. Bush White House, that 
actually lit the fuse by promoting and buy-
ing high-risk loans from banks because the 
government was on a political crusade to 
encourage homeownership, even for those 
who fundamentally could not afford it.

Watt is a longtime Democratic congress-
man appointed to the FHFA by President 
Barack Obama in January, and he is clear-
ly more interested in pursuing ideological 
goals than keeping lending policy stable 
and sensible.

“Through these revised guidelines … en-
terprises will be able to responsibly serve a 
targeted segment of creditworthy borrow-
ers with lower down-payment mortgages 
by taking into account compensating fac-
tors,” Watt said to mortgage bankers gath-
ered in a ballroom at the Mandalay Bay 
hotel and casino.

What are those “compensating factors”? 
We have no idea. We do know he could not 
have picked a more appropriate venue to 
announce his plan than a casino, because 
this is gambling on a breathtakingly reck-
less level.

Banks love to write lucrative loans to 
people with little financial understanding, 
then sell the risk of holding them to Fan-
nie Mae and Freddie Mac, which had to be 
bailed out by the government to the tune of 
$187 billion the last time this was tried.

And make no mistake, the pervasive and 
perverting influence of ideological social-
justice initiatives will prove an economic 
disaster for the very people they intend to 
help . … If lenders are unfair to minority 
borrowers with identical credit circum-
stances as white borrowers, as the Urban 
League and others who have been agitat-
ing for these policy changes assert, that is 
already illegal. Prosecution is the answer, 
not lower standards .

Ukrainians’ mandate: Go west
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

Ukraine’s parliamentary election, which 
occurred with a modest 51 percent turn-
out, constitutes a victory for the country’s 
pro-Western political parties.

The results, however, fail to deal with 
three major problems. The first is the fight-
ing that continues to sputter in the east, 
centered on the self-declared independent 
Donetsk People’s Republic. Donetsk, which 
did not participate in Sunday’s vote, has 

scheduled its own election for next month. 
Fighting there pits Ukrainian government 
forces against separatist forces supported 
by Russia.

The second unresolved problem is the 
bruising that remains from Russia’s an-
nexation of Crimea, also in Ukraine’s 
east, on the Black Sea. What happened 
there is a violent modification of Europe’s 
post-World War II borders and is difficult 
for the European Union, particularly its 
former Warsaw Pact members, to accept 
as a done deal. Continuing EU sanctions 
against Russia still turn in part on the 
Crimea question.

The third problem is the dire straits 
that Ukraine finds itself in as a result of 
the political and other turmoil there since 
a popular uprising in Kiev ousted elected 
President Viktor Yanukovych in Febru-
ary. The departing president and his co-
horts had looted the country’s treasury of 
an estimated $70 billion. Russia has taken 
the position, based on anger at the sanc-
tions levied against it by the U.S. and the 
EU, that it will provide the natural gas that 
Ukraine needs this winter only with ad-
vance payment.

Ukraine’s two key leaders, Petro Po-
roshenko and Arseniy  Yatsenyuk, who 
will likely form the coalition that will now 
rule Ukraine, are probably more honest 
than Yanukovych was but are not especial-
ly inspiring in their capacity to deal with 
Ukraine’s problems. It’s a positive sign, 
though, that they received a fairly clear 
mandate in the part of Ukraine where their 
governance is accepted.

Tagging Yosemite is not art
The Sacramento (Calif.) Bee 

In the 10 million years since the Sierra 
Nevada heaved from the earth and the co-
lossus that is now Yosemite National Park 
was created, the artifacts of many life 
forms have come and gone.

So it will be, no doubt, for the work of 
“CreepyTings,” the tagger whose graffiti 
appeared this summer along Yosemite’s 
Mist Trail.

Done in acrylic on a formerly pristine 
mountain, the stupid white head with the 
snake in its mouth is just one in a series 
of marks left, authorities believe, by a 21-
year-old New York woman who apparently 
spent her summer vandalizing Western 
landmarks and posting pictures of her 
handiwork on Instagram and Tumblr .

The images, signed with her moniker, 
created a furor last week after they showed 
up on Reddit, the techie website. Appalled, 
Los Angeles blogger Casey Schreiner post-
ed an assortment of screen grabs on his 
site, Modern Hiker.

And what an assortment: a woman’s 

head scrawled onto Telescope Peak in 
Death Valley. A blue-haired profile, like 
something from the back of a teenager’s 
notebook, overlooking the sapphire waters 
of Oregon’s Crater Lake.

A line drawing the size of a backpack 
on a Zion National Park outcropping. Pho-
tos of the woman taking a black magic 
marker to the stunning rock formations in 
Canyonlands National Park and crawling 
heedlessly over protected Native Ameri-
can pictographs in Joshua Tree National 
Monument.

In the long view, the vandalism, which 
has prompted a National Park Service in-
vestigation, might be viewed as just an ex-
treme version of the graffiti that has shown 
up worldwide in breathtaking places for as 
long as those places have been accessible 
to humans.

To experience beauty is to yearn to pos-
sess it.   … And it is true that, as John Muir 
once wrote, “Nature is always lovely, in-
vincible, glad, whatever is done and suf-
fered by her creatures.” Yosemite, over the 
years, has outlasted all manner of human 
trespass, including a car dealership that 
once sold Cadillacs and 21st-century shut-
terbugs buzzing the park with drone cam-
eras. Any landscape that can survive the 
Rim fire can handle this.

Nonetheless, the Park Service should 
throw the book at CreepyTings when they 
find and arrest her. The great landscapes 
of the West are national treasures. They 
were preserved to inspire generations to 
come.

Drawing on them isn’t art. It’s theft. And 
it’s the worst sort of theft, because graffiti 
is an invasive species. One mark encour-
ages the next, until the urge to claim turf 
ruins a whole vista.

If the stark grandeur of the West of-
fers one gift for our ephemeral life form, 
it’s the gift of experiencing, for a moment, 
the presence of something bigger than 
humans.

Too bad CreepyTings didn’t feel big 
enough to look up from that rock while she 
was defacing a place that has been there 
for eons. The view from the Mist Trail of-
fers a whole new perspective. One might 
even call it art.

Hard to limit health care costs
Los Angeles Times 

Critics of the 2010 Affordable Care Act 
complain that it doesn’t do much to control 
the health care costs that are becoming 
unsustainable for families and businesses. 
In fact, the law does many small things; 
the latest is the grant program announced 
last week to teach Medicare and Medicaid 
doctors new ways to offer higher-quality, 
better-coordinated, more cost-effective 

care. The four-year goal is to turn $840
million in grants into $5 billion in savings 
— a number that sounds big until it’s com-
pared with the nearly $4 trillion in annual 
health care spending in the United States. 
The modesty of the effort reflects the real-
ity that there’s just no easy way to put a lid
on health care costs.

The Congressional Budget Office proj-
ects that major federal health programs 
could cost 85 percent more in 10 years
than they do today. That’s because multiple
forces are driving up health care expendi-
tures, including new technologies and med-
ications, the prevalence of chronic disease,
and payment systems that give doctors and
hospitals incentives to perform ever-more
procedures.

Those forces can’t be counteracted by
simply slapping a limit on how much peo-
ple spend on health care or how much doc-
tors and hospitals charge. Such approaches
would ration care, directly or indirectly. 
Instead, any effort to slow the growth in
spending has to shift the incentives in the 
system so that doctors and patients alike
are motivated to reduce the demand for
care.

The 2010 law starts that process, but
it’s no mean feat to change the econom-
ics of the health care system. Part of the 
challenge is figuring out how doctors can 
prosper by delivering better care at lower
cost. The grant program announced Oct.
23 , which is funded by the 2010 law, aims 
to identify those techniques and spread 
them to roughly 150,000 doctors across 
America .

Cuba embargo still needed
The Miami Herald 

In October 1960, the United States im-
posed an embargo on exports to Cuba
covering all commodities except medical
supplies and certain food products. That
was the beginning of a trade embargo 
that still endures and still inspires heated
debate.

The anniversary of the embargo this
week, plus the United Nations’ annual vote 
condemning it, have prompted calls for a
reassessment. Dropping the embargo alto-
gether would require action by Congress.
Meanwhile, anti-embargo advocates say,
there’s a lot the president can do to soften 
or minimize its effects and open the door to
restoring full ties with Cuba.

We disagree. Such a move would be pre-
mature and utterly lacking in justification
at this time.

Granted, Raul Castro has loosened the 
reins on the tightly controlled economy to
permit more individual businesses. Some 
citizens can own property, and new rules
are designed to encourage foreign invest-
ment. But it’s only because Cuba has been
frozen in time for so long that such mini-
mal change seems so dramatic. The Cuban
nomenklatura still runs the Soviet-style
planned economy that largely remains in
place, and its members remain its major 
beneficiaries.

Some see vague government statements
from Havana welcoming renewed diplo-
matic ties with the U.S. as a sign that it’s
willing to negotiate longstanding differ-
ences. We would attribute that not to any
goodwill but rather to Cuba hedging its
bets as it nervously watches the slide in oil 
prices and the rise of political instability in
Venezuela.

The Andean country has been the Castro 
brothers’ main benefactor in the last few
years, helping prop up Cuba’s chronically
weak economy with cheap oil. But if oil 
prices continue to drop, Venezuela’s Nico-
las Maduro …  won’t hesitate to throw Cuba
under the bus if it means survival for the 
Chavez movement in Caracas. That makes
the timing of any move by Washington to-
ward Havana particularly inappropriate. 
Why throw it a lifeline now? …

 Is there any doubt that the Castro broth-
ers remain committed to maintaining their
dictatorship over Cuba? Of course not. As
long as that remains the case, the U.S. has
no incentive to extend a welcoming hand.

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates.

What newspapers

are saying at home

EVGENIY MALOLETKA/AP

A   woman reads a ballot paper in her house during parliamentary elections in  Konstanti-
novka,  Ukraine, on Sunday . 
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Friday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Tex 67 46 Clr
Akron, Ohio 49 39 Rain
Albany,N.Y. 52 33 Cldy
Albuquerque 68 43 PCldy
Allentown, Pa. 57 34 Cldy
Amarillo 59 36 PCldy
Anchorage 33 24 Cldy
Asheville 59 36 Cldy
Atlanta 66 45 PCldy
Atlantic City 59 40 Cldy
Austin 75 58 Clr
Baltimore 58 41 Cldy
Baton Rouge 73 49 Clr
Billings 66 36 Clr
Birmingham 67 42 Cldy
Bismarck 41 17 Clr
Boise 68 49 Cldy
Boston 53 42 Cldy
Bridgeport 56 41 Cldy
Brownsville 85 67 PCldy
Buffalo 47 40 Rain
Burlington,Vt. 47 35 Cldy
Caribou,Maine 43 30 PCldy
Casper 69 31 Clr
Charleston,S.C. 71 49 PCldy
Charleston,W.Va. 52 42 Rain
Charlotte,N.C. 64 43 PCldy

Chattanooga 62 41 Cldy
Cheyenne 54 32 PCldy
Chicago 41 36 Clr
Cincinnati 46 43 Rain
Cleveland 48 41 Rain
Colorado Springs 57 31 Clr
Columbia,S.C. 70 42 PCldy
Columbus,Ga. 71 45 Clr
Columbus,Ohio 46 41 Rain
Concord,N.H. 52 33 Cldy
Corpus Christi 83 66 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 66 53 Clr
Dayton 44 42 Rain
Daytona Beach 79 62 PCldy
Denver 62 33 PCldy
Des Moines 43 34 Clr
Detroit 44 41 Snow
Duluth 37 27 Clr
El Paso 74 55 PCldy
Elkins 52 35 Rain
Erie 49 42 Rain
Eugene 58 49 Rain
Evansville 50 44 Cldy
Fairbanks 17 2 Cldy
Fargo 39 23 Clr
Flagstaff 67 34 PCldy
Flint 41 39 Snow
Fort Smith 61 46 Clr

Fort Wayne 45 40 Snow
Fresno 74 56 Cldy
Goodland 52 27 PCldy
Grand Junction 68 39 Clr
Grand Rapids 41 40 Snow
Great Falls 71 40 PCldy
Green Bay 39 32 Clr
Greensboro,N.C. 62 41 Cldy
Harrisburg 55 38 Cldy
Hartford Spgfld 54 39 Cldy
Helena 68 37 PCldy
Honolulu 86 74 Rain
Houston 75 56 Clr
Huntsville 59 43 PCldy
Indianapolis 46 42 Snow
Jackson,Miss. 71 49 Clr
Jacksonville 74 55 Clr
Juneau 44 35 Rain
Kansas City 44 39 Clr
Key West 81 73 Cldy
Knoxville 60 39 Cldy
Lake Charles 75 53 Clr
Lansing 42 40 Snow
Las Vegas 84 62 PCldy
Lexington 51 44 Rain
Lincoln 45 31 Clr
Little Rock 64 48 Clr
Los Angeles 73 62 Cldy

Louisville 52 46 Cldy
Lubbock 63 41 PCldy
Macon 70 43 Clr
Madison 40 32 Clr
Medford 56 50 Rain
Memphis 62 48 Clr
Miami Beach 85 70 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 68 47 PCldy
Milwaukee 42 36 Clr
Mpls-St Paul 40 28 Clr
Missoula 57 29 Cldy
Mobile 75 48 Clr
Montgomery 71 44 Clr
Nashville 54 45 Cldy
New Orleans 74 55 Clr
New York City 57 44 Cldy
Newark 58 43 Cldy
Norfolk,Va. 62 46 Clr
North Platte 46 23 PCldy
Oklahoma City 58 43 Clr
Omaha 43 32 Clr
Orlando 81 64 PCldy
Paducah 53 44 PCldy
Pendleton 59 50 Rain
Peoria 44 35 PCldy
Philadelphia 59 42 Cldy
Phoenix 92 67 Clr
Pittsburgh 51 38 Rain

Pocatello 69 35 PCldy
Portland,Maine 51 37 PCldy
Portland,Ore. 57 52 Rain
Providence 55 41 Cldy
Pueblo 62 31 Clr
Raleigh-Durham 64 41 PCldy
Rapid City 50 26 Clr
Reno 66 44 Clr
Richmond 64 40 PCldy
Roanoke 58 39 Cldy
Rochester 50 38 Rain
Rockford 40 34 Clr
Sacramento 66 56 Rain
St Louis 48 39 PCldy
St Petersburg 79 68 PCldy
St Thomas 88 78 Cldy
Salem,Ore. 56 51 Rain
Salt Lake City 73 47 PCldy
San Angelo 71 52 PCldy
San Antonio 80 64 Clr
San Diego 71 64 PCldy
San Francisco 67 60 Rain
San Jose 65 55 Rain
Santa Fe 63 36 PCldy
St Ste Marie 34 31 Cldy
Savannah 72 49 Clr
Seattle 56 52 Rain
Shreveport 70 52 Clr

Sioux City 44 27 Clr
Sioux Falls 41 24 Clr
South Bend 45 40 Snow
Spokane 56 44 Cldy
Springfield,Ill 46 38 PCldy
Springfield,Mo 48 39 Clr
Syracuse 51 36 Rain
Tallahassee 75 46 Clr
Tampa 81 66 PCldy
Toledo 46 40 Rain
Topeka 46 37 Clr
Tucson 92 61 PCldy
Tulsa 55 43 Clr
Tupelo 63 43 Clr
Waco 69 54 Clr
Washington 60 43 Cldy
W. Palm Beach 81 67 PCldy
Wichita 51 38 Clr
Wichita Falls 64 44 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 53 35 Cldy
Wilmington,Del. 59 39 Cldy
Yakima 54 46 Rain
Youngstown 49 39 Rain

National temperature extremes
Hi: Wed., 94, Thermal, Calif. 
Lo: Wed., 11, Hettinger, N.D.

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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Lakenheath

71/55

Ramstein
64/45

Stuttgart
64/44
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76/60

Rota
79/61

Morón
84/56
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66/50

Naples
67/50
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Vicenza
64/43

Pápa
52/37

Souda Bay
65/56

FRIDAY IN EUROPE

Brussels
68/74

Bahrain
90/79

Baghdad
82/60

Doha
94/79

Kuwait
City

95/69

Riyadh
94/69

Djibouti
90/76

Kandahar
73/47

Kabul
62/40

 FRIDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST SATURDAY IN THE PACIFIC

Misawa
62/55

Guam
82/77

Tokyo
68/61

Okinawa
81/70

Sasebo
73/65

Iwakuni
70/63

Seoul
68/51

Osan
69/53

Busan
70/59

The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (Oct. 31) ..........................$1.2927
Dollar buys (Oct. 31) .........................€0.7736
British pound (Oct. 31) ........................ $1.64
Japanese yen (Oct. 31) ......................105.00
South Korean won (Oct. 31) ..........1,028.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3771
British pound ....................... $1.6008/0.6247
Canada (Dollar) ................................... 1.1191
China (Yuan) ........................................ 6.1145
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.9060
Egypt (Pound) ...................................... 7.1506
Euro ........................................ $1.2610/0.7930
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7556
Hungary (Forint) .................................244.92
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.7704
Japan (Yen) ...........................................108.95
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2896
Norway (Krone) ...................................6.7220
Philippines (Peso).................................44.85
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.34
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ........................... 3.7516
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2779
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,055.04
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.9564
Thailand (Baht) .....................................32.57
Turkey (New Lira) ...............................2.2093
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.09
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.02
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.05

Samsung vows changes as profit falls
 BY YOUKYUNG LEE

The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea  — Sam-
sung Electronics Co. admitted 
erring in its smartphone strategy 
and vowed Thursday to overhaul 
its handset lineup after profit 
from those devices tumbled last 
quarter to the lowest in more than 
three years.

The South Korean company, 
which climbed from smartphone 
laggard to top seller in the past 

three years, had prided itself on 
responding quickly to market 
demand and its ability to tailor 
handsets to the needs of users 
and mobile carriers around the 
world.

But its rapid success with a 
product category pioneered by 
rival Apple Inc. is undergoing 
an equally stunning reversal. 
Earnings from Samsung’s mo-
bile phone business began de-
clining this year, undermined 
by lukewarm sales of the Galaxy 

S5 smartphone and the competi-
tive onslaught from cheaper local 
brands in China and India. Apple 
also eroded Samsung’s lead-
ing market share in developed 
nations.

In a rare acknowledgement of 
a misstep, the company’s head of 
investor relations told an earnings 
conference call that Samsung had 
lagged behind changing market 
conditions. The company’s re-
sponse “was not quick enough,” 
said the executive, Robert Yi.

It plans a significant change 
in smartphone strategy for next 
year to seek more “efficiency,” 
implying that the number of new 
handset models might be re-
duced. That will allow the compa-
ny to better focus on each product 
and to purchase components at 
cheaper prices to save costs.

 The drop in earnings from 
the mobile business battered the 
South Korea company’s quarterly 
net profit, which tumbled 49 per-
cent to  $4 billion . 

BUSINESS/WEATHER

* Diesel EFD  ** Midgrade
For the week of Nov. 1-7

EUROPE GAS PRICES PACIFIC GAS PRICES
Country Super E10 Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Germany $3.359 $3.551 $3.728 $3.938
Change in price -6.4 cents -7.1 cents -7.4 cents -2.1 cents

Netherlands -- $4.294 $4.565 $4.494
Change in price -- -13.0 cents -13.6 cents -1.5 cents

U.K. -- $3.521 $4.057 $3.908
Change in price -- -7.1 cents -0.3 cents -2.1 cents

Azores -- -- $3.748 --
Change in price -- -- -8.2 cents --

Belgium -- $3.753 $3.952 $3.976
Change in price -- no change no change no change

Turkey -- -- $4.109 $4.718*
Change in price -- -- no change no change

Italy $4.428 -- -- $4.466
Change in price +22.7 cents -- -- +18.9 cents

Country Unleaded Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Japan -- $3.509 -- $3.719
Change in price -- -8.0 cents -- -2.0 cents

Okinawa $3.359 -- -- $3.719
Change in price no change -- -- -2.0 cents

South Korea $3.179 -- $3.549 $3.759
Change in price -7.0 cents -- -8.0 cents -2.0 cents

Guam $3.169** $3.359 $3.539 --
Change in price -7.0 cents -8.0 cents -8.0 cents --
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Kids Bike $20.00 Kids Bike in
good condition 017684658955
spvendor@gmail.com

Volkswagen, Golf GTI, 2012
$17000.00 4 d with sunroof
black very nice and fast car
0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5
sreinhold@freenet.de

Runner Baby Stroller $70.00
Good shape pick up only
Wurzburg area 015150638600,
0 1 5 1 1 2 4 7 4 7 8 4
brunofly@hotmail.com

Toys 945
MINI, John Cooper Works,
2009 $22,125. Fully loaded,
dealer maintained, 1 owner,
completely stock never been
modified. Free shipping back to
the USA. Must see to appreci-
ate. 0151 6450 6542

BMW, 325i, 2004 $8000.00
5-Spd, 96K miles, winter pkg,
sport pkg, xenon lights, sunroof,
summer and winter rims tires,
cold air intake, no pets, non-
smokers, all maintenance up to
date in great condition, private
seller, Eric 01608087198
zinger65@hotmail.com

Ford, Explorer Eddie Bauer,
2010 $26000.00 It is in excellent
conditions, it has seven years
warranty. It is a four wheel drive
and it is loaded with all
accessories needed. You may
con tac t  by  ema i l  a t
r i ck07ha@yahoo.com or
DSN.637-7444. 314-637-7444 r
icky.hamrick@dcma.mil

Camping Trailer - QEK Junior
HP 500, German *merican Reg-
istered, 1989 $800.00 Small (2.5
x 1.85 meters), sleeps 2-4, no
rust, new brakes, includes side
mirrors, tarp,fan,heater,hot pla-
te,small refrigerator, water heat-
er pot,sleeping bags,tent,pop
top. 015122626737
herta.dullin@yahoo.com

Bedroom Furniture $400.00 2
Pieces of furniture in good
shape Pick up only Wurzburg
a r e a  0 1 5 1 5 0 6 3 8 6 0 0 ,
0 1 5 1 1 2 4 7 4 7 8 4
brunofly@hotmail.com

Honda, Jazz, 2009 $8100.00
1.2L Engine, 5 Speed, White, 4
Door Hatchback, Great Condi-
tion, AC, CD & AMFM Radio.
Located in Brussels, Belgium.
Contact Scott at +32 474 98 26
2 2 .  0 0 3 2  4 7 4 9 8 2 6 2 2
Somirs36@gmail.com

Trucks 174
Auto - Quality Pre-owned

US SPEC Vehicles
www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

Toyota, Corolla LE Sedan,
2006 36,000 miles by original
owner $8200.00, US specs, no
pets & non-smoker, 4 Speed
Automatic Transmission, Sun
Roof, Power Windows & Door
Locks, Cruise Control, AC, AM
FM, CD with 6 speakers, all
maintenance up to date, in great
condition. Asking $8200 or Best
Reasonable Offer. Call or Text
0176-3867 2628

Baby Stroller $30.00 Pick up
only good shape 015150638600
0 1 5 1 1 2 4 7 4 7 8 4

brunofly@hotmail.com

Gibson Les Paul Classic Guitar
$1350.00 Original USA made
2007 Gibson Les Paul Classic in
sunburst finish. Excellent condi-
tion, no scratches or damage.
Upgraded Gibson Burstbucker
Pro pickup in bridge position.
Original documentation and Gib-
son Les Paul hard case inclu-
ded. Excellent sound! I can no
longer play due to permanent
hand injury. Located in Ram-
s t e i n  a r e a .  C o n t a c t
jeffgw@gmail.com for details.

1970 Furniture $100.00 Pick up
only Wurzburg area 0151 506
3 8 6 0 0 ,  0 1 5 1 1 2 4 7 4 7 8 4
brunofly@hotmail.com

Honda, Insight Ex, US Spec,
2010 $12000.00 First Owners,
40K miles, all-season tires, no
pets, Hybrid 45-50 MPG, Alloy
wheels, idle stop feature, USB
audio interface, non-smokers,
great condition, private seller
0 1 6 0 8 0 8 7 1 9 8
zinger65@hotmail.com

Amer Spec BMW, X3, 2007
$135,00. OBO Have three cars,
must cell. Fully loaded. Leather,
heated everything, pan sunroof,
elect seats, mirrors, winter sport
package. Runs great garvey.joe
54@gmail.com or 337-3044,
06233-44888

Chevrolet, Camaro SS, 1971
$26500.00 Beautifully restored
1971 Camaro 350 SS. 5.7 ltr
engine 335 h,p, red with black
vinyl top, black interior, automat-
ic transmission with Hurst V-
Matic shifter, AC, power steer-
ing, retro-sound radio, 17" 5-
spoke chrome wheels, car runs
and drives great. Recently re-
built motor from engine specialty
shop less than 3000 miles.
(documented with warranty)
Please feel free to call or email
with any questions. Additional
photos available. 3315789506
californiawings@gmail.com

Audi, S5, 2012 $43,000. Awe-
some V8 from Audi. The 2012
was the last year of the S5 with
the V8 engine. Beautiful interior!
Comes with custom floor mats,
full winter and summer perform-
ance tires (and rims for each
set). An absolute pleasure to
drive. Kept in extremely good
condition! 0049 151 418 46016

andrewmcjames@gmail.com

Miscellaneous 1040
Nissan, Pathfinder, 2001
$6000.00 2001 Nissan Pathfind-
er New Inspection 9 October,
2014, Automatic Remote Car
Starter, Automatic Transmis-
sion, Sun Roof, Electric Win-
dows, Power Mirrors, Cruise
Control, AC, Bluetooth Integra-
ted Phone system, DVD Movie
Player, AMFM Stereo.,175,000
miles. Runs very well, good
solid car for traveling or taking a
vacation, all maintenance re-
cords available. Contact: Jcuret
onlive@gmail.com Cell #
0160-992-440 016099244078

BMW US SPEC 1st Owner,
328IS, 2007 $15,750. I'm the
first owner, car has been well
taken care of and performs like
a new car. Send an email for a
personal view on post or off.
00393203611307

Gibson Hummingbird (TV edi-
tion) $2500.00 Beautiful acous-
tic guitar. Sunburst color and in
perfect shape. Comes with
original case and Gibson own-
ers certificate. Same guitar as
played by top country artists.
This guitar is generously priced
and marked much lower than
purchased for. Seriously interes-
ted only please. Contact Josh at
0 1 7 1 - 2 7 5 - 0 2 2 6  e m a i l
jadams153d@gmail.com

Automotive 140 Musical Instruments740
Acura, MDX, 2007 $21000.00
Miles:73,000 Color: White
Transmission: automatic AWD
Upholstery: Beige Leather V6,
VTEC, 3.7L, traction control,
sunroof, etc. Great family car,
seats 7, tech package, CD—VD
and back seat video˚ntertain-
ment system. NAV system U.S.
and HI maps. More photos at:
debra.mcnamara@gmail.com or
text 49 1606929161

** Come Visit Garmisch**
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Nth of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
36eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst,

dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

Autos for Sale
- Italy 144

Ford, Windstar SE, 2001
$2200.00 Ford Windstar SE
2001 Van, $2200; seats 7 with
Captain Chairs in center; 182k
miles; Gold w•eige interior; Very
good condition; PS, PB, PW,
AC, AMM CD player; Rear
Back-up sensors; Sliding doors
on both sides; Non-smoking
vehicle; Great van; Located in
Ramstein AFB area; More info
or to see it, email aggie1975@e
mail.phoenix.edu with phone #
to set up appointment. From
08-1430 M-F, call Lloyd at
06302-67-8712.

Sport Utility Vehicle 172 Travel 1000

AUDI, Q5 3.2L Premium Plus
(US SPEC), 2011 $28000.00
55,000 miles, Black exterior,
Black leather interior, Panoramic
sunroof, Automatic Transmis-
sion with tiptronic, Cruise con-
trol, Heated seats, Roof rack,
Heated side mirrors, Auto dim
rearview and side mirrors, Pow-
er driver seat with driver memo-
ry, power passenger seat, Xe-
non headlights LED front and
rear blinkers and day-time run-
ning lights, Roof rack,iPod con-
nector, Bluetooth hands free
phone connection, 4 New All
Weather Pirelli tires. Email:
Adrian85p1406@yahoo.com
017632138857

Mercedes Benz, ML350 Blue-
Tec, 2014 $72000.00 Super
opportunity to buy a hard to find
5 month old, 3,800 miles, US
Spec ML350 BlueTec (diesel)
loaded with just about every
option available. Perfect Condi-
tion interior, exterior, mechani-
cal. European navigation loa-
ded. Heated Cooled Seats and
Heated Cooled Cup Holders,
Heated Rear Seats, Parking
Assist, Panorama Sunroof, Fully
transferable US 4yr 50,000 mile
warranty and European 2yr
warranty. Asking $72,000 Or
Best Reasonable Offer for this
practically new Mercedes.>Call
or Text 0175-251-7575,
01752516957

VW, Golf, 1999 $2,900 4-door
hatcback. German spec, manual
trans, working heater*C

ower doorsindows. Wearing
winter tires, passed inspection
July 2014. Ready to drive,
please email brandonchaze@g
mail.com for inquires.

Bose Surround Sound $350.00
BOSE Acoustimass 6 system,
powered control module, 5
speakers, PLUS Kenwood Au-
dio & Video Conrol Center,
Dolby Prologic IIx, 6 channel
input, all cables, wires, remotes,
and factory manuals. Used very
l i t t le ,  excel lent  shape.
0 9 6 4 4 6 8 9 5 2 0
djkay913@hotmail.com

Home Electronics 570

2007 Toyota Corolla S, $6,700.
Automatic (US SPEC) with
111,000 miles runs perfect,
minor scratches, front bumper
clean interior. It's a great family
car. We've never had a problem
with it. AC, CC, CD. ronald.ford
1@us.army.mil

Reminton 700 (243 Hunting
Rifle) $650.00 In order to buy
this weapon you must possess a
valid German WBK a German
Weapons Ownership Card and
fall under US sofa agreement
otherwise you will possible have
to pay Zoll and taxes on this
weapon. 09472-83-2294
ronald.ford1@us.army.mil

Small Air Conditioner $150.00
Small portable AC by Galanz.
Works great, excellent condition.
kiedrich.bill@gmail.com

Dodge, Dart SXT, 2013
$16000.00 White in colored
Dodge dart SXT, automatice
trans, bought last August,
PCSing can't take it with us. I
own the car no lien holder, like
new only 17,000 miles. non
smoker car, CD MP3 player
adapter. cloth seats, sports shift
for more control. power windows
and doors, auto start and
automatic trunk open on key
remote. have two keys. no major
damages, never has been in a
traffic accident. brakes and oil
have been changed, all weather
tires. 4917666831233
drinkingbently@yahoo.com

Yamaha, YZF-R6, 2009
$7000.00 One owner 2 a little
over 8,000 miles, White with red
& silver accents, 599CC, 6-
speed transmission. The bike
has never been dropped, after
market parts: black windscreen,
flush mount turn-signals, fender
eliminator kit, stomp gas tank
grips, frame sliders, H.I.D. lights,
Bike runs great. I have all
original parts and OEM bike
cover, Pitbull front and rear
stands included. Any questions
please don't hesitate to ask.
3315789506 californiawings@g
mail.com

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Poker Chips with Carrying
Case $40.00 Poker Chips with
C a r r y i n g  C a s e
spvendor@gmail.com

Small Air Conditioner $135.00
Portable small AC, good condi-
tion, is good for one large room.
220 volt, manufactured by Sun-
tec. kiedrich.bill@gmail.com

KIA, Soul, 2010 $11500.00 Kia
Soul Denim Special Edition -
This car is a Special Edition
model. It is based on the
well-equipped Soul! model (2
liter engine, AC, Blue Tooth,
USB connection, cruise control,
Traction-Stability Control), but
has even more accessories
such as: 5 Speed Automatic
Power Moon roof Premium
Sound System Fog Lights Rear
Spoiler 18" Wheels Rally High-
light Painting In addition it
comes with one set of new
Goodyear snow tires used only
one season. Only 48,000 miles,
one owner 017656535840
gone2braz@hotmail.com

VOLVO, V70 2.5T, 2005
$5,800. Replaced Timing Belt
(Sept 14), replaced Front Head
lights Sept 13, 5-sp Auto
shiftable, 208hp, 5-dr with sun-
roof electric , ABS Traction
control & Winter Mode, SRS
(front air bags 2, SIPS (Side
Impact Protect Sys, VIC Volvo
Inflatable Curtain), L & R Child
Safety Seat ISO-fix Anchors &
Integrated Child Booster Seat,
Cruise Control & Power steering
& brakes, Elect windows (F &
B), Leather Interior, Heated
Front Seats, AC, 3rd row Aux
Seats (fold down) Sum & Win
Tires 0162 270 8868 robert.j.m
artinek@usace.army.mil

Mid Size Fridge $100.00 Ger-
man built fridge, manufactured
by EG. 19" wide X 21.5" deep X
33" high. Great for Dads beer
fridge. White, excellent condi-
tion. kiedrich.bill@gmail.com

Chevrolet, Corvette Z06, 2001
$18,500, with only 57,000 miles
on it. Has new performance
clutch and slave cylinder. Great
shape. Very stable at very high
speeds. Have had it to 170mph
on autobahn so far and car felt
super stable and planted to the
ground. Car has amazing
brakes! Email if interested.
skullz_neric@yahoo.com

BMW, 5 series, 2005 $800.00 4
Winter Tires and OEM BMW 5
series wheels in good condition
perfect balanced. Tires are
almost new, used 3 months.
Michelin 2255⁄80 R17 H RUN
FLAT some of the best tires for
winter. Paid $1100 just for the
tires last year Illesheim area
015150638600 015112474784
brunofly@hotmail.com

Mauser 8 x 57 Stutzen
$2150.00 In order to buy this
weapon you must possess a
valid German WBK a German
Weapons Ownership Card and
fall under US sofa agreement
otherwise you will possible have
to pay Zoll and taxes on this
weapon. 09472-83-2294
ronald.ford1us.army.mil

Harley Davidson, Softail De-
luxe, 2007 $12,000.- U.S.
Specs. Garage kept, Low mile-
age, - Excellent condition! New
Tires, New HD battery, Highway
bar and foot pegs, KLN lifetime
air filter, license plate relocation
kit, Harley Davidson touring seat
and removable back rest. Other
upgrades include a full Alloy
Boltz stainless steel engine
hardware kit, wider hand grips,
and custom brake fluid covers.
brado.porter@gmail.com

Furniture/Appliances 511Automotive 140 Sporting Goods 980

Toyota, Corolla (S), 2007
$6700.00, Automatic (US
SPEC) with 111,000 miles runs
perfect, minor scratches, front
bumper clean interior. It's a
great family car. We've never
had a problem with it. AC, CC,
CD. 09472-83-2294
ronald.ford1@us.army.mil

Large Sofa $400.00 Large Sofa
by Craftmaster. One year old,
84" wide X 37" deep X 37" high.
Like new, gold in color.
kiedrich.bill@gmail.com

Kids Kick Bike $15.00 Kids
Kick Bike in good condition
0 1 7 6 8 4 6 5 8 9 5 5
spvendor@gmail.com

Jaguar, S-type 3.0 EXEC V6,
2001 $6700.00 V-6, Euro spec,
gasoline, 238 HP, blue sedan
with sunroof, black leather seats
and plenty of extras: ABS, air
conditioning, airbag, alloy
wheels 16'', automatic transmis-
sion, CD, central door lock,
climate control, cruise control,
elect. adjustable seats, ESP, fog
lights, navigation system, non-
smoking vehicle, passenger air-
bag, power steering, power
windows, radio, side airbags,
traction control, xenon lights.
Listed on Wiesbaden and ram-
stein bookoo 49 1606929161
debra.mcnamara@gmail.com

Furniture 510

BMW, X Country , 2007
$5200.00 BMW, enduro with
ABS, chain drive, electric start-
er, US spec, and in great
condition, with maintenance re-
cords. For more information text
01606929161 or email debra.m
cnamara@gmail.com. Bike also
listed at Ramstein and Wiesba-
den yardsales.

Toys 945
BMW, 530xi, 2008 $16,850.
Blue metallic, 272 HP, auto
trans, AWD, keyless entry tart,
sunroof, wood trim, cup holders,
elec seats w em, heated fr.
seats, park dist contr, headlt
wash system, xenon adapt
lights, AUXILIARY HEAT, cruise
w•raking, lights package, runflat
tires w*lum mag rear tires, alum
winter tires, USB iTunes, Navi,
voice contr, Bluetooth for Cell
Ph, leather interior & M3 steer
wheel, JUST DETAILED, new fr.
paint, top BMW Audio, Eng lang
and owners handbk, all hwy mi
btwn WI and Darm. $68K new.
GE Spe kiedrich.bill@gmail.com

BMW, 3 series 4 door, 1995
$1100.00 Very Dependable In
super condition car, dealer
maintained 1 owner non smok-
er. New Battery, Radiator. With
summer and winter tires. Has 2
year German TUV remaining.
0 1 7 6 8 4 6 5 8 9 5 5
spvendor@gmail.com

Porsche (US Spec), Boxster,
2013 $49900.00 Absolutely
b e a u t i f u l  P o r s c h e
Boxster...18,500 miles. Fully
transferable Porsche USA War-
ranty until June 2019 and
Porsche German Warranty until
June 2015. This is a Porsche
C e r t i f i e d  P r e - O w n e d
Boxster...so you can buy with
complete confidence. I have
reduced the asking price by $5K
to sell quickly....need to sell by
30 October. Sold new for $69K
less than a year and a half
ago....so if you've always wan-
ted a Porsche, save over $20K
off new with mine for only
$49,900. Cal l  or text
0175-251-7575 01752516957
email redleg89@mac.com

Jaguar, S Type, 2005 $6500.00
Clarification to an earlier ad/:
Very good condition; very well
maintained. Euro Specs.
175000 kilometers, app. 109000
miles, Leather seats, CD player,
integrated telephone, navi. Usu-
al Jaguar extras. Four new
winter tires on mags (aluminum)
rims. Diesel, Euro 3. Very high
m i l e a g e  ( u p  t o  5 0
mpg)--especially long-distance,
highway driving. City driving,
circa 30 mpg. If interested, call
0179-1307193 weekdays, 0951-
3918361 weekends. Also email
j i m @ s c h o e n h a a r . c o m .
0711-6802713

B M W ,  F 8 0 0 G T ,  2 0 1 4
$13000.00 Premium package
(heated grips, center stand,
traction control, ABS, power
outlet, electronic suspension
control, tire pressure monitor)
also with comfort seat, BMW
hard bags, and tank bag, givi
top case. Factory warranty, like
new condition.
scottdude71@hotmail.com

Real Answers to Lifes Tough
Questions $15.00 New Release,
Real Answers to Lifes Tough
Q u e s t i o n s  O r d e r  a t
Amazon.com (Paperback and
Kindle e-Book) Real Answers to
LifeâÄ™s Tough Questions, an-
swers questions about life, living
and eternity that saints and
sinners have stumbled over
from generation to generation.
We as a nation and a people
stand on the precipice of change
or ruin. Choose wisely what you
embrace and hold up as truth.
joybells49@yahoo.com
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WORLD SERIES

Giants’ ace delivers on grandest stage

Bumgarner named 
World Series MVP

 BY BEN WALKER

The Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Madison Bumgar-
ner was limbering up at Kauffman Stadium 
this week, getting loose with his San Fran-
cisco teammates near the dugout, when 

Tim Hudson and Mi-
chael Morse sneaked 
up from behind and 
ruffled the pitcher’s 
long, scraggly locks.

That was way too 
hairy for Bumgarner. 
He quickly spun and 
playfully sparred with 
the mischief makers.

They were about the 
only ones who could 
touch Bumgarner in 
this World Series.

“Yeah, it was hope-
less,” Kansas City 
manager Ned Yost 
acknowledged.

The 25-year-old 
Bumgarner capped off 
a most splendid Octo-
ber and earned MVP 
honors  by pitching 
five scoreless innings 

of relief in Game 7 as the Giants held off 
the Kansas City Royals 3-2.

Moments after he retired Salvador Perez 
on a foul pop with a runner on third base 

for the final out, Bumgarner insisted he 
wasn’t worn down. About a half-hour later, 
he felt a bit differently.

“You know what? I can’t lie to you any-
more,” he said. “I’m a little tired now.”

Bumgarner earned a sensational save to 
go along with two sparkling wins as a start-
er in the Series. That on top of being MVP of 
the NL Championship Series and pitching a 
record 52 2⁄3 innings in this postseason.

 “It’s historic what this kid has done,” Gi-
ants manager Bruce Bochy said. “Really, 
truly amazing.”

After winning the opener with seven im-
pressive innings, Bumgarner threw a shut-
out in Game 5. And when the Royals forced 
a Game 7, there was little doubt that the guy 
called MadBum would be called on to pitch 
again on two days’ rest.

 He gave up two hits, retired 14 in a row, 
and got 15 outs — that matched how many 
outs opposing starters Tim Hudson and 
Jeremy Guthrie combined to get.

Bumgarner boosted his World Series 
stats to numbers never seen before: 4-0 
with a save and a 0.25 ERA, along with 
three championship rings. In 36 innings, 
he’s allowed just one run and 14 hits, strik-
ing out 31 and walking five.

Bumgarner wound up slinging 68 pitch-
es, and finished with 270 innings this sea-
son, going 4-1 with a 1.03 ERA .

 “We probably would have won if they 
didn’t have him,” Royals outfielder Lorenzo 
Cain said. “But they do have him.” 

CHARLIE NEIBERGALL/AP

San Francisco Giants pitcher Madison Bumgarner holds the World Series trophy after 
Game 7 of the World Series in Kansas City, Mo. Bumgarner was named MVP as he 
helped lead the Giants past the Kansas City Royals 3-2 to win the series. 

‘ You 
know 
what? I 
can’t lie 
to you 
anymore. 
I’m a little 
tired now. ’

Madison 
Bumgarner
Giants pitcher 

and World Series 
MVP, after pitch-
ing fi ve scoreless 

innings of relief 
on Wednesday 
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WORLD SERIES

 BY JANIE MCCAULEY

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Bruce 
Bochy is crazy superstitious. It’s 
a little-known fact about the un-
flappable San Francisco Giants 
manager.

Mere mention of anything about 
a dynasty during the World Series 
made him uncomfortable. He felt 
equally uneasy when his name got 
linked to the best skippers of all-
time — those Hall of Famers he 
well could join someday.

Bochy doesn’t have to worry 
about a jinx now. After winning 
its third championship in five sea-
sons, the new label for his team 
looks as if it will stick.

“Dynasty” blared the front page 
of the San Francisco Chronicle on 
Thursday.

The Giants closed it out with a 
3-2 win in Game 7 at Kansas City 
on Wednesday night, sealed by Se-
ries MVP Madison Bumgarner’s 
five shutout innings as a reliever 
this time.

“A lot has to go right. First off, it 
starts with the talent,” Bochy said. 
“I mean, you need that, which we 
have. Then you have to deal with 
a lot of things maybe during the 
season. Every manager says, ‘Hey, 
we’re fine, we have a good chance 
to get there if we stay healthy.’ But 
that doesn’t always happen.”

In a remarkable every-other-
year pattern, San Francisco some-
how finds its best form in even 
years. With new faces and old 
ones, with castoffs and misfits and 
some key midseason acquisitions.

Few clubs have captured three 
championships in a five-year span. 
The last National League team to 
do it was the St. Louis Cardinals 
with Stan Musial from 1942-46, so 
the Giants are the first of the free-
agency era.

The Oakland Athletics won 
three straight crowns in the early 
1970s, and the New York Yankees 
captured four in five years from 
1996-2000.

Still, San Francisco was never 
considered a favorite or the best 
team in the regular season any of 
these times. Twice in this stretch, 
the Giants missed the playoffs 
altogether.

After a runner-up finish in the 
NL West to the Dodgers at 88-74, 
they took the wild-card route this 
time.

On Wednesday night, Tim Hud-
son became a champion after a 16-
year wait and Michael Morse got 
there following 10 major league 
seasons.

“It’s the greatest group of guys 

I ever played with,” Morse said. 
“It’s a group of guys who believe 
in each other and the outcome was 
a World Series victory.”

 A unique element for Bochy’s 
latest winning roster is the tal-
ented crop of homegrown players 
who made it happen.

There are the big names — 
Bumgarner, Buster Posey, Pablo 

Sandoval. And the emerging ones 
— Brandon Belt, Brandon Craw-
ford, Joe Panik.

“You look at most of our team — 
like Joe, me, Buster, Pablo, Belt, 
Bum. It’s loaded with a lot of good 
players and a lot of players who 
are pretty similar in kind of their 
approach to the game and they’re 
pretty even-keel,” said Crawford, 

the shortstop.  “Nothing’s really
too big for us.”

Eight players have been on all 
three winning World Series teams:
Bumgarner, slugging third base-
man Sandoval, Posey and reliev-
ers Jeremy Affeldt, Javier Lopez,
Santiago Casilla, Sergio Romo
and Tim Lincecum. Matt Cain,
too, but he was hurt this year.

General manager Brian Sa-
bean, longest-tenured in baseball,
can’t put a finger on why the mix
keeps working. He is proud of the 
core of players who were drafted
and came through the system and
played such a huge part this time.

“It’s a testament to player de-
velopment and scouting. That’s 
what we all hope for, that you can
plug your holes from within and
build your team from within,” Sa-
bean said. “That’s a surefire way
to kind of keep things moving for-
ward. It prevents you from having 
to go into the market, whether it’s
free agency or more so the trade
market.”

The Giants survived skids in
June and September before win-
ning the wild-card game at Pitts-
burgh. They then beat Washington
in the Division Series and St. Louis 
in the NL Championship series.

 For the Giants, it’s about every 
player doing his part and serving 
a role, because, as Sabean puts 
it, “We don’t have a star system
here.”

“It’s everybody’s got to pull on 
the same chain and everybody’s 
got to be ready to play,” he said.
“They understand the culture.”

Dynasty or not, Affeldt has 
solved a potential problem at
home.

The lefty reliever and Game 7
winner has three young sons —
and, now, three championships.

“My three boys now all get to
have rings on their finger,” he said,
“And I’m very happy about that.”

Scoreboard

World Series
(Best-of-seven)

San Francisco 4, Kansas City 3
San Francisco 7, Kansas City 1
Kansas City 7, San Francisco 2
Kansas City 3, San Francisco 2
San Francisco 11, Kansas City 4
San Francisco 5, Kansas City 0
Kansas City 10, San Francisco 0
Wednesday: San Francisco 3, Kansas 

City 2 

Wednesday
Giants 3, Royals 2

San Francisco AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
G.Blanco cf 4 0 0 0 0 0 .143
Panik 2b 4 0 0 0 0 3 .222
Posey c 4 0 0 0 0 2 .154
Sandoval 3b 3 2 3 0 0 0 .429
Pence rf 4 1 2 0 0 0 .444
Belt 1b 4 0 2 0 0 0 .308
Morse dh 3 0 1 2 0 2 .250
B.Crawford ss 3 0 0 1 0 3 .304
J.Perez lf 3 0 0 0 0 2 .250
Totals 32 3 8 3 0 12 
Kansas City AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
A.Escobar ss 3 0 1 0 0 1 .310
Aoki rf 3 0 0 0 1 0 .071
L.Cain cf 4 0 1 0 0 1 .308
Hosmer 1b 4 0 0 0 0 2 .250
B.Butler dh 4 1 1 0 0 0 .333
A.Gordon lf 3 1 2 1 0 0 .185
S.Perez c 3 0 0 0 0 0 .333
Moustakas 3b 3 0 0 0 0 0 .217
Infante 2b 2 0 1 1 0 1 .318
Totals 29 2 6 2 1 5 
San Francisco 020 100 000 — 3 8 1
Kansas City 020 000 000 — 2 6 0

LOB—San Francisco 5, Kansas City 5. 
2B—Sandoval (3), A.Gordon (3).
RBIs—Morse 2 (4), B.Crawford (4), 

A.Gordon (2), Infante (5).
S—A.Escobar. SF—Morse, B.Crawford, 

Infante.
Runners left in scoring position—San 

Francisco 2 (J.Perez, Pence); Kansas City 
3 (Aoki, L.Cain, S.Perez).

RISP—San Francisco 2-for-6; Kansas 
City 0-for-5.

Runners moved up—Belt, Moustakas.
GIDP—Pence, Hosmer, S.Perez.
DP—San Francisco 2 (Panik, 

B.Crawford, Belt), (Panik, B.Crawford, 
Belt); Kansas City 1 (A.Escobar, Infante, 
Hosmer).
San Francisco IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
T.Hudson 1 2⁄3 3 2 2 1 1 28 6.14
Affeldt W, 1-0 2 1⁄3 1 0 0 0 0 32 0.00
Bumgarner S, 1-1 5 2 0 0 0 4 68 0.43
Kansas City IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Guthrie L, 1-1 3 1⁄3 4 3 3 0 3 49 5.40
K.Herrera 2 2⁄3 3 0 0 0 4 33 2.70
W.Davis 2 1 0 0 0 3 25 0.00
G.Holland 1 0 0 0 0 2 13 0.00

Inherited runners-scored—Affeldt 2-0, 
K.Herrera 2-1.

HBP—by T.Hudson (S.Perez), by Affeldt 
(A.Gordon), by Guthrie (Sandoval).

WP—Affeldt.
T—3:10. A—40,535 (37,903).

Calendar
November TBA — Deadline for teams 

to make qualifying offers to their eligible 
former players who became free agents, 
fifth day after World Series.

November TBA — Deadline for free 
agents to accept qualifying offers, 12th 
day after World Series.

Nov. 10-12 — General managers’ meet-
ings, Phoenix.

Nov. 19-20 — Owners’ meetings, Kan-
sas City, Mo.

Dec. 2 — Last day for teams to offer 
2015 contracts to unsigned players.

Dec. 8-11 — Winter meetings, San Di-
ego.

Dec. 8 — Hall of Fame golden era (1947-
72) vote announced, San Diego.

Giants beat 
Royals for 
3rd title in 
five years

San Francisco treat

DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP

San Francisco’s Brandon Crawford celebrates after the Giants won Game 7 of the World Series against 
the Kansas City Royals on Wednesday in Kansas City, Mo.  

DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP

San Francisco’s Michael Morse celebrates Wednesday’s Game 7 
World Series victory. The Giants joined an exclusive club with their 
third championship in five seasons, and became the first National 
League club to achieve the feat since the Stan Musial-led St. Louis 
Cardinals did it from 1942-46.

DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP

San Francisco pitcher Tim 
Hudson celebrates the Giants’ 
3-2 win on Wednesday in the 
World Series. Hudson finally won 
his first title in his 16th major 
league season.
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SCOREBOARD

Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules.
myafn.net

Sports 
on AFN Wednesday’s scores

SOUTH
Bryan 87, Hiwassee 62
Georgetown (Ky.) 131, Ohio St.-Newark 

60
Milligan 76, Johnson 44
Xavier (NO) 93, Belhaven 82

Pro football

NFL injury report
NEW YORK — The National Football 

League injury report, as provided by the 
league (OUT - Definitely will not play; 
DNP - Did not practice; LIMITED - Limited 
participation in practice; FULL - Full par-
ticipation in practice):

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS at CLEVE-
LAND BROWNS — BUCCANEERS: DNP: 
T Anthony Collins (foot), LB Brandon 
Magee (knee), RB Doug Martin (ankle). 
LIMITED: C Evan Dietrich-Smith (knee), 
WR Vincent Jackson (rib), DE Michael 
Johnson (hand). BROWNS: DNP: TE Jor-
dan Cameron (concussion), WR Rodney 
Smith (hamstring), DE Phil Taylor (knee), 
T Joe Thomas (not injury related). LIM-
ITED: NT Ahtyba Rubin (ankle). FULL: DE 
Desmond Bryant (wrist), S Jim Leonhard 
(ankle), LB Barkevious Mingo (shoulder), 
CB K’Waun Williams (ahoulder, neck), DE 
Billy Winn (quadriceps).

ARIZONA CARDINALS at DALLAS 
COWBOYS — CARDINALS: OUT: RB Step-
fan Taylor (calf). DNP: S Tony Jefferson 
(head). LIMITED: LB Kenny Demens 
(knee), RB Andre Ellington (foot), TE 
Troy Niklas (ankle), CB Patrick Peterson 
(concussion). FULL: DE Calais Campbell 
(knee), WR Michael Floyd (knee), S Ra-
shad Johnson (knee). COWBOYS: DNP: T 
Doug Free (foot), G Ronald Leary (groin), 
LB Rolando McClain (shoulder), QB Tony 
Romo (back). LIMITED: DE Jack Crawford 
(calf), DE Anthony Spencer (knee, foot). 
FULL: CB Brandon Carr (hamstring), LB 
Bruce Carter (thigh), T Jermey Parnell 
(chest).

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES at HOUSTON 
TEXANS — EAGLES: DNP: S Nate Allen 
(hamstring), CB Brandon Boykin (ham-
string). LIMITED: WR Brad Smith (groin). 
FULL: G Todd Herremans (biceps), C Ja-
son Kelce (hernia), LB Mychal Kendricks 
(calf), WR Jeff Maehl (foot), LB DeMeco 
Ryans (groin), RB Darren Sproles (knee), 
CB Jaylen Watkins (wrist). TEXANS: DNP: 
LB Jadeveon Clowney (knee), LB Brian 
Cushing (knee), RB Arian Foster (knee), 
WR Andre Johnson (ankle), CB Johnathan 
Joseph (knee), LB Brooks Reed (groin), 
LB Jeff Tarpinian (knee). LIMITED: RB Al-
fred Blue (ankle), CB Darryl Morris (an-
kle), LB John Simon (ankle). FULL: DE Tim 
Jamison (groin), LB Whitney Mercilus 
(shoulder), CB Jumal Rolle (wrist).

NEW YORK JETS at KANSAS CITY 
CHIEFS — JETS: DNP: WR Jeremy Kerley 
(illness), CB Darrin Walls (calf, knee). 
LIMITED: G Oday Aboushi (shoulder), 
G Willie Colon (knee), LB David Harris 
(shoulder), LB Trevor Reilly (knee), QB 
Geno Smith (right shoulder). FULL: CB 
Phillip Adams (groin), LB Antwan Barnes 
(knee), TE Jeff Cumberland (shoulder, 
finger), LB Demario Davis (finger), WR 
Eric Decker (hamstring), RB Chris John-
son (ankle), C Nick Mangold (shoulder), 
WR Greg Salas (wrist, ankle). CHIEFS: 
OUT: WR Donnie Avery (groin). DNP: CB 
Jamell Fleming (hamstring), LB Josh 
Martin (hamstring). LIMITED: S Eric Ber-
ry (ankle), TE Travis Kelce (ribs), CB Chris 
Owens (knee). FULL: RB Jamaal Charles 
(back), TE Anthony Fasano (shoulder), 
CB Phillip Gaines (quadriceps), RB Cyrus 
Gray (hand), WR Junior Hemingway 
(hamstring), G Mike McGlynn (foot), QB 
Alex Smith (right shoulder), CB Sean 
Smith (groin).

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS at CINCIN-
NATI BENGALS — JAGUARS: DNP: CB 
Will Blackmon (finger), DE Andre Branch 
(groin), T Luke Joeckel (concussion). LIM-
ITED: CB Dwayne Gratz (groin), WR Allen 
Hurns (ankle). FULL: WR Cecil Shorts III 
(groin). BENGALS: OUT: LB Vontaze Burf-
ict (knee). DNP: RB Giovani Bernard (hip), 
CB Darqueze Dennard (hamstring), DE 
Carlos Dunlap (illness), LB Rey Maualuga 
(hamstring), DT Domata Peko (toe), G 
Mike Pollak (knee), T Andrew Whitworth 

(not injury related), G Kevin Zeitler (calf). 
LIMITED: WR A.J. Green (toe), CB Terence 
Newman (back), T Andre Smith (knee). 
FULL: LB Jayson DiManche (shoulder), DT 
Brandon Thompson (knee).

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS at MIAMI DOL-
PHINS — CHARGERS: DNP: S Jahleel Ad-
dae (concussion), LB Jerry Attaochu 
(hamstring), CB Brandon Flowers (con-
cussion), LB Dwight Freeney (knee), 
RB Ryan Mathews (knee), C Rich Ohrn-
berger (back), LB Manti Te’o (foot), CB 
Jason Verrett (shoulder). LIMITED: LB 
Reggie Walker (ankle). FULL: RB Don-
ald Brown (concussion), CB Steve Wil-
liams (groin). DOLPHINS: DNP: G Daryn 
Colledge (illness), TE Dion Sims (toe). 
LIMITED: TE Charles Clay (knee), G Nate 
Garner (neck), LB Chris McCain (foot), LB 
Koa Misi (ankle), C Mike Pouncey (hip), S 
Jimmy Wilson (hamstring). FULL: DE John 
Denney (knee), CB Cortland Finnegan 
(neck).

WASHINGTON REDSKINS at MINNE-
SOTA VIKINGS — REDSKINS: LIMITED: 
S Ryan Clark (ankle, shoulder), T Trent 
Williams (knee). FULL: QB Robert Grif-
fin III (ankle), LB Ryan Kerrigan (wrist), 
LB Trent Murphy (knee), CB Tracy Porter 
(hamstring), LB Perry Riley Jr. (knee), LB 
Keenan Robinson (shoulder). VIKINGS: 
DNP: CB Jabari Price (hamstring), DE 
Brian Robison (glute), TE Kyle Rudolph 
(abdomen, groin). LIMITED: S Antone 
Exum Jr. (ankle, shoulder), DT Sharrif 
Floyd (ankle, knee), TE Chase Ford (foot), 
LB Gerald Hodges (hamstring), CB Josh 
Robinson (ankle).

ST. LOUIS RAMS at SAN FRANCISCO 
49ERS — RAMS: DNP: S Cody Davis (con-
cussion), DT Aaron Donald (shoulder), 
LB Jo-Lonn Dunbar (toe), DE William 
Hayes (foot), CB Janoris Jenkins (knee), 
S Rodney McLeod (knee), G Rodger Saf-
fold (shoulder), C Scott Wells (elbow). 
LIMITED: C Tim Barnes (shoulder), WR 
Kenny Britt (hip), CB Trumaine Johnson 
(knee), S Lamarcus Joyner (hip), CB Mar-
cus Roberson (ankle). 49ERS: LIMITED: 
CB Tramaine Brock (toe), S Jimmie Ward 
(quadricep). FULL: CB Chris Culliver 
(hamstring).

DENVER BRONCOS at NEW ENGLAND 
PATRIOTS — BRONCOS: DNP: RB Mon-
tee Ball (groin), LB Lamin Barrow (con-
cussion), S Quinton Carter (hamstring), 
G Louis Vasquez (illness). LIMITED: CB 
Omar Bolden (concussion), RB Ronnie 
Hillman (shoulder), LB Steven Johnson 
(ankle). FULL: CB Chris Harris Jr. (knee), 
K Brandon McManus (right groin), RB Ju-
wan Thompson (knee). PATRIOTS: DNP: 
DE Chandler Jones (hip). LIMITED: DT 
Dominique Easley (knee), S Nate Ebner 
(finger), T Cameron Fleming (finger), 
WR Matthew Slater (shoulder). FULL: QB 
Tom Brady (ankle), CB Brandon Browner 
(ankle), LB Dont’a Hightower (knee).

OAKLAND RAIDERS at SEATTLE SE-
AHAWKS — No Data Reported.

BALTIMORE RAVENS at PITTSBURGH 
STEELERS — RAVENS: DNP: WR Michael 
Campanaro (thigh), RB Justin Forsett 
(ankle), DT Haloti Ngata (shin), CB Jimmy 
Smith (foot), LB Terrell Suggs (neck), CB 
Lardarius Webb (not injury related), G 
Marshal Yanda (knee). LIMITED: TE Owen 
Daniels (knee). FULL: DE Chris Canty 
(wrist). STEELERS: DNP: DE Brett Keisel 
(not injury related), S Mike Mitchell (not 
injury related), S Troy Polamalu (not inju-
ry related), TE Matt Spaeth (hamstring), 
S Ross Ventrone (hamstring). LIMITED: 
CB Ike Taylor (forearm). FULL: T Marcus 
Gilbert (concussion), NT Steve McLen-
don (shoulder), LB Ryan Shazier (knee), 
S Shamarko Thomas (hamstring).

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS at NEW YORK 
GIANTS — No Data Reported.

Pro soccer

MLS playoffs
KNOCKOUT ROUND
Eastern Conference

Thursday: Sporting Kansas City at 
New York

Western Conference
Wednesday: FC Dallas 2, Vancouver 1

CONFERENCE SEMIFINALS
Eastern Conference

New England vs. Columbus
Leg 1 — Saturday: New England at Co-

lumbus
Leg 2 — Sunday, Nov. 9: Columbus at 

New England
D.C. United vs. New York-Sporting Kan-

sas City winner
Leg 1 — Sunday: D.C. United at New 

York-Sporting Kansas City winner
Leg 2 — Saturday, Nov. 8: New York-

Sporting Kansas City winner at D.C. 
United

Western Conference
LA Galaxy vs. Real Salt Lake

Leg 1 — Saturday: LA Galaxy at Real 
Salt Lake

Leg 2 — Sunday, Nov. 9: Real Salt Lake 
at LA Galaxy
Seattle vs. FC Dallas-Vancouver winner

Leg 1 — Sunday: Seattle at FC Dallas
Leg 2 — Saturday, Nov. 8: FC Dallas at 

Seattle
CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIP 

Leg 1 — Sunday, Nov. 23: teams TBD
Leg 1 — Sunday, Nov. 23: teams TBD
Leg 2 — Saturday, Nov. 29: teams TBD
Leg 2 — Sunday, Nov. 30: teams TBD

MLS CUP
Sunday, Dec. 7: Conference champi-

ons

Wednesday
FC Dallas 2, Whitecaps 1

Vancouver 0 1—1
FC Dallas 1 1—2

First half—1, FC Dallas, Akindele 8 
(Diaz), 40th minute.

Second half—2, Vancouver, Hurtado 6, 
64th. 3, FC Dallas, Michel 9 (penalty kick), 
84th.

Goalies—Vancouver, David Ousted; FC 
Dallas, Chris Seitz.

Yellow Cards—Koffie, Vancouver, 14th; 
Watson, FC Dallas, 35th; Morales, Van-
couver, 45th; Waston, Vancouver, 57th; 
Fernandez, Vancouver, 85th; Escobar, FC 
Dallas, 85th; Diaz, FC Dallas, 85th.

Red Cards—Fernandez, Vancouver, 
90th+.

A—10,279 (21,193)

Deals

Wednesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Assigned RHP

Evan Meek outright to Norfolk (IL).
LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Assigned OF

Tony Campana and RHP Ryan Brasier
outright to Salt Lake (PCL).

National League
CINCINNATI REDS — Assigned 1B Nef-

tali Soto outright to Louisville (IL).
BASKETBALL

National Basketball Association
NATIONAL BASKETBALL PLAYERS AS-

SOCIATION — Named Dominique Fox-
worth chief operating officer, Gary Kohl-
man general counsel, Roger Mason Jr.
director of player relations, Walter Palm-
er director of international relations 
and marketing and Ron Klempner senior 
counsel for collective bargaining.

BOSTON CELTICS — Exercised con-
tract options on Fs Kelly Olynyk, Jared 
Sullinger and Tyler Zeller.

DALLAS MAVERICKS — Signed G J.J. 
Barea. Waived G Gal Mekel.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Signed WR 
Jace Davis to the practice squad.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Released DT
A.J. Pataiali’i from the practice squad.
Signed DB Marcus Cromartie to the prac-
tice squad.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Placed LBs Jus-
tin Durant and Troy Davis on injured re-
serve. Released G Rishaw Johnson from
the practice squad. Signed LB Will Smith
and G Jeff Baca to the practice squad
and LB Tim Dobbins.

DENVER BRONCOS — Released DE
Greg Latta.

HOUSTON TEXANS — Released CB Ken-
dall James from the practice squad and
DB Elbert Mack. Signed RB Ben Malena to
the practice squad and LB Zac Diles.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Released RB
Jeff Demps from the practice squad. 
Signed WR Chandler Jones to the prac-
tice squad.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Placed CB
Alan Ball on injured reserve. Signed DB 
Matt Daniels to the practice squad and 
CB Tommie Campbell.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Released DB Rod
Sweeting, TE Jake Murphy and QB Seth 
Lobato from the practice squad. Signed
TEs Evan Wilson and Gerell Robinson 
and DB Rashaan Melvin to the practice
squad.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Released
LB Deontae Skinner. Signed DL Alan 
Branch.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Placed WR
Joe Morgan on the reserve/suspended 
list. Signed TE Tom Crabtree.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Released LB
Carlos Fields from the practice squad.
Signed CB Mike Harris from Detroit’s
practice squad and LB Justin Anderson 
to the practice squad.

NEW YORK JETS — Signed LB Chris 
Young to the practice squad.

OAKLAND RAIDERS — Signed LB Bojay
Filimoeatu to the practice squad and S 
Larry Asante.

ST. LOUIS RAMS — Released QB Gar-
rett Gilbert from the practice squad and 
QB Case Keenum. Placed OT Jake Long on 
injured reserve. Signed LB Korey Toomer
from the practice squad.

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS — Signed CB 
Richard Crawford.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Released WR 
Phil Bates and TE Brett Brackett. Signed 
LB L.J. Fort from the practice squad and 
FB Will Tukuafu.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Signed
QB Mike Kafka and WR Tavarres King to
the practice squad.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

NHL — Suspended N.Y. Rangers D John 
Moore five games for an illegal check
during Monday’s game.

CAROLINA HURRICANES — Reassigned
D Ryan Murphy and D Brody Sutter to
Charlotte (AHL).

DALLAS STARS — Reassigned LW Cur-
tis McKenzie to Texas (AHL).

DETROIT RED WINGS — Assigned D
Richard Nedomlel from Grand Rapids
(AHL) to Toledo (ECHL).

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Assigned F
Rich Clune to Milwaukee (AHL). Activat-
ed F Matt Cullen from injured reserve.

NEW YORK RANGERS — Assigned G Ja-
son Missiaen and D Samuel Noreau from
Hartford (AHL) to Greenville (ECHL).

PHILADELPHIA FLYERS — Reassigned
D Maxim Lamarche from Reading (ECHL) 
to Lehigh Valley (AHL).

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Recalled F
Danick Gauthier from Florida (ECHL) to
Syracuse (AHL).

MOTORSPORTS
SPORTS CAR CLUB OF AMERICA — An-

nounced the resignation of vice presi-
dent of club racing Terry Ozment.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

COLUMBUS CREW — Signed M Mo-
hammed Saeid.

PORTLAND TIMBERS — Announced the
retirement of M Steve Zakuani.

COLLEGE
NCAA — Suspended Georgia RB Todd 

Gurley until Nov. 15. Declared St. John’s
men’s basketball F Keith Thomas aca-
demically ineligible for the 2014-15 sea-
son.

HAWAII — Fired men’s basketball 
coach Gib Arnold and assistant coach
Brandyn Akana. Promoted men’s associ-
ate head basketball coach Benjy Taylor
acting head coach.

 LOUISVILLE — Promoted Roger Wil-
liams associate head baseball coach.

MINNESOTA — Dismissed junior G
Zach Lofton from the basketball pro-
gram. 

Tennis

Paris Masters
Wednesday

At Palais Omnisports de Paris-Bercy
Paris

Purse: $3.66 million (Masters 1000)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
Second Round

Stan Wawrinka (3), Switzerland, def. 
Dominic Thiem, Austria, 6-4, 7-6 (6).

Milos Raonic (7), Canada, def. Jack 
Sock, United States, 6-3, 5-7, 7-6 (4).

Roberto Bautista Agut (11), Spain, def. 
Richard Gasquet, France, 6-4, 6-2.

David Ferrer (4), Spain, def. David Gof-
fin, Belgium, 6-3, 2-6, 6-3.

Andy Murray (8), Britain, def. Julien 
Benneteau, France, 6-3, 6-4.

Feliciano Lopez (12), Spain, def. Sam 
Querrey, United States, 6-4, 6-4.

Grigor Dimitrov (9), Bulgaria, def. Pab-
lo Cuevas, Uruguay, 6-0, 6-3.

Roger Federer (2), Switzerland, def. 
Jeremy Chardy, France, 7-6 (5), 6-7 (5), 
6-4.

Lucas Pouille, France, def. Fabio Fog-
nini (16), Italy, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (7).

Jo-Wilfred Tsonga (10), France, def. Ju-
rgen Melzer, Austria, 6-2, 4-6, 6-2.

Kei Nishikori (6), Japan, def. Tommy 
Robredo, Spain, 6-7 (4), 6-2, 6-3.

Gael Monfils, France, def. John Isner 
(13), United States, 6-4, 7-6 (4).  

Tournament of Champions
Wednesday

At Armeec Arena
Sofia, Bulgaria
Purse: $750,000

Surface: Hard-Indoor
Round Robin

Singles
Group Serdika

Garbine Muguruza (7), Spain, def. 
Ekaterina Makarova (1), Russia, 6-2, 6-1.

Standings: Muguruza, 1-0 (2-0); Flavia 
Pennetta, 1-0 (2-0); Alize Cornet, 0-1 (0-
2); Makarova, 0-1 (0-2).

Group Sredets
Andrea Petkovic (4), Germany, def. Ts-

vetana Pironkova (8), Bulgaria, 7-5, 6-2.
Dominika Cibulkova (2), Slovakia, def. 

Carla Suarez Navarro (5), Spain, 7-5, 6-4.
Standings: Cibulkova, 2-0 (4-0); Suarez 

Navarro, 1-1 (2-2); Petkovic, 1-1 (2-2); 
Pironkova, 0-2 (0-4). 

College basketball

Schedule
Friday
SOUTH

Tulsa (1-6) at Memphis (4-3)
Cincinnati (4-3) at Tulane (2-5)

Saturday
EAST

Air Force (5-2) at Army (2-5)
CCSU (2-6) at Bryant (6-1)
Rhode Island (0-8) at Delaware (4-4)
Lehigh (1-6) at Georgetown (2-6)
Jacksonville (7-1) at Marist (2-6)
Maryland (5-3) at Penn St. (4-3)
Duke (6-1) at Pittsburgh (4-4)
Wisconsin (5-2) at Rutgers (5-3)
East Carolina (6-1) at Temple (4-3)
UCF (5-2) at UConn (1-6)
Yale (5-1) at Columbia (0-6)
Princeton (3-3) at Cornell (0-6)
Lafayette (3-5) at Bucknell (6-1)
Colgate (4-4) at Fordham (7-1)
Charleston Southern (5-3) at Monmouth 

(NJ) (5-2)
Brown (3-3) at Penn (1-5)
Duquesne (5-3) at St. Francis (Pa.) (3-5)
NC State (4-4) at Syracuse (3-5)
Harvard (6-0) at Dartmouth (5-1)
Sacred Heart (6-2) at Wagner (4-3)
TCU (6-1) at West Virginia (6-2)
Elon (1-7) at Towson (3-5)
Albany (NY) (6-2) at New Hampshire (6-1)
Notre Dame (6-1) vs. Navy (4-4) at Lando-

ver, Md.
SOUTH

Rice (4-3) at FIU (3-5)
North Carolina (4-4) at Miami (5-3)
Villanova (7-1) at Richmond (6-2)
Boston College (5-3) at Virginia Tech (4-

4)
Stetson (3-5) at Campbell (4-4)
Delaware St. (2-7) at Howard (1-7)
Savannah St. (0-8) at SC State (5-3)
Furman (2-6) at VMI (1-8)
Morgan St. (4-4) at Hampton (2-6)
UT-Martin (4-5) at Murray St. (3-5)
Liberty (5-3) at Presbyterian (5-3)
Chattanooga (5-3) at W. Carolina (6-2)
E. Illinois (3-5) at Tennessee Tech (3-5)
Norfolk St. (3-5) at Florida A&M (2-6)
W. Kentucky (3-4) at Louisiana Tech (5-3)
Concordia-Selma (2-6) at Samford (4-3)
E. Kentucky (7-1) at Tennessee St. (4-5)
Georgia St. (1-7) at Appalachian St. (2-5)
Coastal Carolina (8-0) at Gardner-Webb 

(4-4)
Florida (3-3) vs. Georgia (6-1) at Jackson-

ville, Fla.
Virginia (4-4) at Georgia Tech (6-2)
William & Mary (5-3) at James Madison 

(5-3)
BYU (4-4) at Middle Tennessee (5-3)
NC Central (4-4) at Bethune-Cookman (6-

2)
Austin Peay (1-7) at Jacksonville St. (6-1)
The Citadel (2-6) at Mercer (5-4)
Houston (4-3) at South Florida (3-5)
South Alabama (5-2) at Louisiana-Lafay-

ette (4-3)
UAB (4-4) at FAU (3-5)
Alabama A&M (2-6) at Jackson St. (3-5)
Incarnate Word (1-7) at Nicholls St. (0-9)
McNeese St. (5-2) at Northwestern St. (4-

4)
Alabama St. (4-4) at Southern U. (5-3)
Old Dominion (3-5) at Vanderbilt (2-6)
Auburn (6-1) at Mississippi (7-1)
Arkansas (4-4) at Mississippi St. (7-0)
Tennessee (3-5) at South Carolina (4-4)

MIDWEST
Northwestern (3-4) at Iowa (5-2)
Morehead St. (3-5) at Butler (3-5)
Oklahoma (5-2) at Iowa St. (2-5)
Valparaiso (2-6) at Dayton (5-2)
Cent. Michigan (5-4) at E. Michigan (2-6)
Missouri St. (4-4) at Indiana St. (5-3)
San Diego (6-1) at Drake (5-3)
South Dakota (2-6) at Youngstown St. (6-

2)
W. Michigan (5-3) at Miami (Ohio) (2-7)
Indiana (3-4) at Michigan (3-5)
S. Dakota St. (5-3) at N. Dakota St. (8-0)
Purdue (3-5) at Nebraska (7-1)
Kentucky (5-3) at Missouri (6-2)
Illinois St. (7-0) at N. Iowa (4-4)
Oklahoma St. (5-3) at Kansas St. (6-1)
Illinois (4-4) at Ohio St. (6-1)

SOUTHWEST
Louisiana-Monroe (3-4) at Texas A&M (5-

3)
Cent. Arkansas (5-4) at Abilene Christian 

(4-5)
MVSU (2-6) at Ark.-Pine Bluff (2-5)
Kansas (2-5) at Baylor (6-1)
Stephen F. Austin (6-2) vs. Sam Houston 

St. (4-4) at Houston
Grambling St. (5-3) at Texas Southern (5-

3)
Houston Baptist (2-6) at Lamar (5-3)
Texas (3-5) at Texas Tech (3-5)
Southern Miss. (3-5) at UTEP (4-3)

FAR WEST
Washington (5-3) at Colorado (2-6)
Sacramento St. (4-4) at Montana (5-3)
N. Arizona (5-3) at Weber St. (0-8)
Texas St. (4-3) at New Mexico St. (2-6)
Southern Cal (5-3) at Washington St. (2-6)
Arkansas St. (4-3) at Idaho (1-6)
North Dakota (3-5) at E. Washington (7-2)
New Mexico (2-5) at UNLV (2-6)
Colorado St. (7-1) at San Jose St. (3-4)
N. Colorado (2-6) at UC Davis (1-6)
Stanford (5-3) at Oregon (7-1)
Idaho St. (5-3) at Portland St. (3-5)
Montana St. (6-2) at Cal Poly (5-3)
San Diego St. (4-3) at Nevada (5-3)
California (4-4) at Oregon St. (4-3)
Arizona (6-1) at UCLA (6-2)
Wyoming (3-5) at Fresno St. (3-5)
Utah (6-1) at Arizona St. (6-1)
Utah St. (5-3) at Hawaii (2-6)

College football

NHL
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Montreal 10 8 2 0 16 27 26
Tampa Bay 10 6 3 1 13 34 26
Detroit 9 5 2 2 12 22 19
Ottawa 8 5 2 1 11 22 17
Boston 11 5 6 0 10 29 28
Toronto 9 4 4 1 9 25 25
Florida 7 2 2 3 7 10 16
Buffalo 10 2 8 0 4 11 33

Metropolitan Division
N.Y. Islanders 9 6 3 0 12 35 31
Pittsburgh 8 5 2 1 11 33 22
N.Y. Rangers 9 5 4 0 10 27 30
Philadelphia 9 4 3 2 10 29 32
New Jersey 9 4 3 2 10 28 33
Washington 9 4 3 2 10 27 23
Columbus 9 4 5 0 8 25 30
Carolina 8 0 6 2 2 15 33

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Nashville 9 6 1 2 14 23 17
Chicago 9 5 3 1 11 22 15
Dallas 9 4 2 3 11 32 33
Minnesota 8 5 3 0 10 27 14
St. Louis 8 4 3 1 9 20 18
Winnipeg 9 4 5 0 8 19 24
Colorado 10 2 4 4 8 22 32

Pacific Division
Anaheim 10 8 2 0 16 31 19
Los Angeles 9 6 1 2 14 24 15
San Jose 11 6 4 1 13 35 30
Vancouver 9 6 3 0 12 31 27
Calgary 11 5 4 2 12 27 24
Edmonton 10 4 5 1 9 27 36
Arizona 8 3 4 1 7 21 32

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss.

Wednesday’s games
Detroit 4, Washington 2
Nashville 4, Edmonton 1

Thursday’s games
Boston at Buffalo
Winnipeg at New Jersey
Los Angeles at Pittsburgh
Chicago at Ottawa
Philadelphia at Tampa Bay
Arizona at Florida
Anaheim at St. Louis
San Jose at Minnesota
N.Y. Islanders at Colorado
Montreal at Vancouver

Friday’s games
Toronto at Columbus
Los Angeles at Detroit
Anaheim at Dallas
Nashville at Calgary

Saturday’s games
Ottawa at Boston
Chicago at Toronto
Washington at Tampa Bay
Philadelphia at Florida
Columbus at New Jersey
Winnipeg at N.Y. Rangers
Buffalo at Pittsburgh
Arizona at Carolina
Colorado at St. Louis
Dallas at Minnesota
Vancouver at Edmonton
N.Y. Islanders at San Jose

Sunday’s games
Detroit at Buffalo
Los Angeles at Carolina
Calgary at Montreal
Arizona at Washington
Anaheim at Colorado
Winnipeg at Chicago
Nashville at Vancouver

Pro hockey
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

BY JOEDY MCCREARY

The Associated Press

DURHAM, N.C.  — After quar-
terback Anthony Boone found out 
No. 24 Duke was back in the na-
tional rankings, he called a play-
ers-only meeting.

The message was simple: Don’t 
let it be a distraction.

It sure wasn’t last year when 
the Blue Devils cracked the polls 
and climbed into first place in 
the Atlantic Coast Conference’s 
Coastal Division.

Now they’ve done it again.
And the way they see it, they’re 

older and even better equipped to 
handle their success heading into 
this week’s visit to Pittsburgh, 
where a win over the Panthers (4-
4, 2-2) would push Duke (6-1, 2-1) 
closer to a repeat ACC title game 
berth.

Boone described the meeting 
Tuesday as “a pretty easy talk” 
because “we have a lot of expe-
rienced guys who know what it 
takes to win in November.”

To those outside the program, 
earning national rankings might 
still seem like a new phenomenon 
for these Blue Devils.

Last year they showed up in the 
Top 25 for the first time since the 
1994 season, rising to No. 20 dur-
ing an eight-game winning streak 
that started after a wild loss to 
these Panthers.

This week’s reappearance in 
the polls marks the first time 

that’s happened for Duke in 
consecutive seasons since the 
mid-1950s.

“The two-year body of work has 
been exceptional,” coach David 
Cutcliffe said. “We all know it can 
go away as fast as it comes some-
times, but it should make you 
hungry. ... Moving forward, it’s 
meaningless unless we continue 
to play well.”

Boone said he didn’t even find 
out about the ranking until Mon-
day when his sister told him about 
it. Cornerback DeVon Edwards 
says doing it last year was “OK 
for the first time.

“But now everybody’s mind-
set is a lot different,” he added. 
“We’re not really proud of just 
being ranked. We want to keep on 
climbing the ladder.”

As the only team in the Coastal 
with just one ACC loss, they’ve 
already climbed to the top of a 
muddy division.

Now the challenge is to stay
there.

Maybe this game will help sort
things out in a division in which
five teams are behind Duke with
two league losses.

The Blue Devils hold head-to-
head tiebreakers with two of them 
— Virginia and Georgia Tech —
and still must play Pitt and North
Carolina. Duke’s only league loss 
came against Miami.

“We kind of believe,” center
Matt Skura said, “if we just keep
on winning, then we’ll kind of cre-
ate our own spot at the top.”

That will require a victory 
over Pitt — the only Coastal team
Duke has yet to beat under sev-
enth-year coach David Cutcliffe.

This matchup shapes up as the
opposite of last year, when the
Panthers won a 58-55 shootout in
the second-highest-scoring game 
in ACC history. The teams com-
bined for 1,130 total yards in that
one — and Boone missed it with a
broken collarbone.

This Duke team ranks second 
in the league, allowing 15 points 
per game. Until Georgia Tech
hung 56 on the turnover-prone
Panthers last week, Pitt hadn’t
given up more than 30 to anyone.

“That’s the bottom line, not
giving up points,” Pitt coach Paul
Chryst said. “You never quite
know how the game is going to
play out. You’ve just got to be pre-
pared to be able to play whatever 
type of game it is.”

The Associated Press

FORT WORTH, Texas — That 
record 82-point game is already 
in the past for No. 10 TCU.

The Horned Frogs (6-1, 3-1 Big 
12) now have some road work to 
do Saturday, going to No. 20 West 
Virginia for the first of consecu-
tive games that could have a sig-
nificant impact on determining 
the Big 12 champion and perhaps 
who might play in the college 
football playoff.

“I don’t know if any of the 
games that we played on the road, 
except for the Baylor game that 
we played this year, would be 
more magnitude than what this 
ballgame is,” TCU coach Gary 
Patterson said Tuesday, three 
days after TCU’s 82-27 victory 
over Texas Tech.

West Virginia (6-2, 4-1) has a 
four-game winning streak that in-
cludes beating then-No. 4 Baylor 
41-27 on Oct. 18, the Bears’ only 
loss. The only losses this season 
for the Mountaineers were the 
season opener against then-No. 2 
Alabama and their Big 12 opener 
versus then-No. 4 Oklahoma.

When the first College Football 
Playoff rankings were released 
Tuesday night, TCU was No. 7, the 
highest-ranked Big 12 team and 
13 spots ahead of West Virginia.

The clash between the TCU 
and WVU is already garnering 
national attention. ESPN’s Col-
lege GameDay is setting up Sat-
urday morning in Morgantown, 
West Virginia.

After that trip, the Frogs return 
home for a matchup  against No. 
11 Kansas State , the Big 12 leader 
but No. 9 in the playoff rankings.

Patterson expects receiver 
Josh Doctson, who rolled his right 
ankle against Texas Tech, to be 
able to play Saturday against the 
Mountaineers. But the coach said 
backup quarterback Matt Joeck-
el’s season is likely over after he 
took a shot to the leg Saturday.

The Horned Frogs have already 
split a tough two-game swing 

against Oklahoma and Baylor, 
beating the Sooners at home be-
fore a wild 61-58 loss in Waco. But 
they almost certainly have to win 
the rest of their games to be part 
of the first four-team playoff.

Patterson pointed out that the 
Frogs have already accomplished 
one of their season goals.

“We wanted to get to be bowl 
eligible, we got to that point. Now 
everyone counts once,” Patterson 
said. “Two tough games in a row. 
West Virginia going to Morgan-
town, really they’ve playing really 
well right now on both sides of the 
ball, and then Kansas State. You 
can say the same about them.”

And talk about TCU the same 
way.

The Frogs are now the nation’s 
highest-scoring at 50.4 points a 
game, while allowing less than 22 
points. Junior dual-threat quar-
terback Trevone Boykin has es-
tablished himself as a legitimate 
Heisman Trophy contender, in-
cluding a career-high 433 yards 
with a school-record seven touch-
down passes in the romp over 
Texas Tech.

During its current winning 
streak, West Virginia has held 
the potent offenses of Baylor and 
Oklahoma State in check. The 
Mountaineers won 34-10 at Okla-
homa State last weekend.

“We’re going to have to get 
ready,” Patterson said. “We ex-
pect West Virginia to play its best 
game to date.”

Duke (6-1)
at Pittsburgh (4-4)

AFN-Xtra
5 p.m. Saturday CET
1 a.m. Sunday JKT

TCU (6-1)
at West Virginia (6-2)

AFN-Xtra
8:30 p.m. Saturday CET
4:30 a.m. Sunday JKT

Blue Devils ignore ranking and prepare for another run at ACC title

Duke maintains its focus
BERNARD THOMAS, THE HERALD-SUN/AP

Duke players celebrate with fans after beating Virginia. The 24th-ranked Blue Devils are back in the 
national polls — the first time they’ve earned rankings in back-to-back seasons since the 1950s.

10th-ranked TCU
has road work
in path to playoff

‘ I don’t know if any of the games that we 
played on the road, except for the Baylor 
game that we played this year, would be 
more magnitude than what this ballgame is. ’

Gary Patterson
TCU coach
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Everett Golson
QB|Notre Dame

SERVICE ACADEMIES

The Heisman Trophy contender has 
completed 166 of his 268 pass at-
tempts for 1,996 yards and has 19 
touchdowns (ranked 18th nationally) 
and six interceptions. Navy and the 
Irish are facing off for the 88th consec-
utive year. While Notre Dame holds an 
overwhelming 74-12-1 series record, 
the Midshipmen have won three times 
in the past seven seasons.

No. 6 Notre Dame vs. Navy at FedEx Field, 
Landover, Md.

1 a.m. Sunday, CET; 
9 a.m. Sunday Japan/Korea, AFN-Atlantic

ACC
Atlantic Division

 Conf. All
 W L W L
Florida St. ................................ 4 0 7 0
Clemson ................................... 5 1 6 2
Louisville ................................. 4 2 6 2
Boston College ....................... 2 2 5 3
Syracuse .................................. 1 3 3 5
NC State ................................... 0 4 4 4
Wake Forest ............................ 0 4 2 6

Coastal Division
 Conf. All
 W L W L
Duke ......................................... 2 1 6 1
Georgia Tech ........................... 3 2 6 2
North Carolina ........................ 2 2 4 4
Miami ....................................... 2 2 5 3
Pittsburgh ............................... 2 2 4 4
Virginia .................................... 2 2 4 4
Virginia Tech ........................... 1 3 4 4

Big Ten
East

 Conf. All
 W L W L
Michigan St. .............................4 0 7 1
Ohio St. .....................................3 0 6 1
Maryland ..................................2 2 5 3
Penn St. .....................................1 3 4 3
Rutgers .....................................1 3 5 3
Michigan ...................................1 3 3 5
Indiana ......................................0 3 3 4

West
 Conf. All
 W L W L
Nebraska ..................................3 1 7 1
Minnesota ................................3 1 6 2
Iowa ...........................................2 1 5 2
Wisconsin .................................2 1 5 2
Northwestern ..........................2 2 3 4
Purdue ......................................1 3 3 5
Illinois .......................................1 3 4 4

Big 12
 Conf. All
 W L W L
Kansas St. .................................4 0 6 1
West Virginia ...........................4 1 6 2
TCU ............................................3 1 6 1
Baylor ........................................3 1 6 1
Oklahoma St. ...........................3 2 5 3
Oklahoma .................................2 2 5 2
Texas .........................................2 3 3 5
Texas Tech................................1 4 3 5
Iowa St. .....................................0 4 2 5
Kansas ......................................0 4 2 5

Pac-12
North

 Conf. All
 W L W L
Oregon ..................................... 4 1 7 1
Stanford ................................... 3 2 5 3 
California ................................. 2 4 4 4
Washington ............................. 1 3 5 3
Oregon St. ............................... 1 3 4 3
Washington St. ....................... 1 4 2 6

South
 Conf. All
 W L W L
Arizona St. ............................... 4 1 6 1
Arizona .................................... 3 1 6 1
Utah .......................................... 3 1 6 1
Southern Cal ........................... 4 2 5 3
UCLA ......................................... 3 2 6 2
Colorado .................................. 0 5 2 6

SEC
East

 Conf. All
 W L W L
Georgia .....................................4 1 6 1 
Missouri ....................................3 1 6 2
Kentucky ..................................2 3 5 3
Florida .......................................2 3 3 3
South Carolina.........................2 4 4 4
Tennessee ................................0 4 3 5
Vanderbilt.................................0 5 2 6

West
 Conf. All
 W L W L
Mississippi St ..........................4 0 7 0
Mississippi ...............................4 1 7 1
Alabama ...................................4 1 7 1
Auburn ......................................3 1 6 1
LSU .............................................3 2 7 2
Texas A&M ...............................2 3 5 3
Arkansas ..................................0 4 4 4

THE POWER CONFERENCES

AP TOP 25 SCHEDULE

Air Force 
at Army

Last week: DId not 
play

Next game: vs. 
Connecticut at Bronx, 
N.Y., Nov. 8

Army 
does not play

Last week: Did not 
play

Next game: at 
UNLV, Nov. 8

Navy 
vs. Notre Dame

Last week: Beat 
San Jose State 41-31

Next game: vs. 
Georgia Southern, 
Nov. 15.

Player to watch

College GameDayCollege GameDay

Thursday

No. 2 Florida State at Louisville

Saturday

No. 1 Mississippi State vs. Arkansas

No. 4 Auburn at No. 7 Mississippi

No. 5 Oregon vs. Stanford

No. 6 Notre Dame vs. Navy at Lando-

ver, Md.

No. 9 Georgia vs. Florida at Jackson-

ville, Fla.

No. 10 TCU at No. 20 West Virginia

No. 11 Kansas State vs. Oklahoma

State

No. 12 Baylor vs. Kansas

No. 13 Ohio State vs. Illinois

No. 14 Arizona at No. 25 UCLA

No. 15 Arizona State vs. No. 18 Utah

No. 17 Nebraska vs. Purdue

No. 19 Oklahoma at Iowa State

No. 21 East Carolina at Temple

No. 24 Duke at Pittsburgh

Game of the week: No. 24 
Duke at Pittsburgh. The first-place 
Blue Devils can take another step to-
ward a repeat ACC title game trip with 
a victory over a Pitt team coming off 
a turnover-filled loss to Georgia Tech. 
The Panthers won a 58-55 shootout 
last year — the second-highest-scor-
ing game in ACC history — but Duke’s 
defense has only allowed two oppo-
nents to reach 20 points this year. 

Inside the numbers:  North Caro-
lina is 10 points away from being 1-7, 
and their last two victories have come 
in tight fashion against Georgia Tech 
(48-43) and Virginia (28-27). Three 
losses have come by at least 15 points.

Player to watch: Boston College 
RB Jon Hilliman. The freshman  has 
four multi-touchdown games, scored 
twice during his 101-yard performance 
last week at Wake Forest and now 
faces a Virginia Tech defense that last 
week gave up 249 yards rushing and 
two scores to Miami’s Duke Johnson.

Game of the week: No. 10 
TCU at No. 20 West Virginia.  Former 
Mountain West champ TCU (6-1, 
3-1 Big 12) and past Big East champ 
WVU (6-2, 4-1) are Big 12 contend-
ers.  The Frogs are coming off a record 
82 points against Texas Tech, and 
lead the Big 12 with 50.4 points a 
game. WVU’s four-game winning 
streak includes a 41-27 win in its last 
home game against then-No. 4 Baylor, 
which before that averaged nearly 53 
points a game 

Inside the numbers: Kansas 
LB Ben Heeney leads the Big 12 with 
12 tackles per game, with at least 10 
in the first half in each of the last two 
games.

Players to watch: Texas senior 
linebackers Jordan Hicks and Steve 
Edmond. Hicks and Edmond have 
combined for 185 tackles, 19 for 
losses with five sacks.

Game of the week: No. 4 Au-
burn at No. 7 Mississippi.  Saturday’s 
game sets up a likely knockout 
scenario with the loser sinking to two 
losses and little chance of jumping 
back into the College Football Playoff 
bracket. Ole Miss must recover quickly 
after its first loss of the season last 
weekend — a 10-7 setback to LSU.

Inside the numbers: Arkan-
sas will be facing a fifth consecutive 
conference game against a top-10 
opponent Saturday when it visits No. 
1 Mississippi State. This marks the 
first time in Football Bowl Subdivision 
history that anyone has played five 
straight conference games against 
teams ranked 10th or higher. 

Player to watch: Florida quar-
terback Treon Harris. The freshman 
makes his first career start Saturday 
against No. 9 Georgia. The job secu-
rity of Gators coach Will Muschamp 
could rest on whether Harris can lead 
the Gators to an upset.  

BUTCH DILL/AP

Auburn’s Jonathan Jones intercepts a pass intended for South Carolina wide receiver Shaq Roland in 
the end zone last week. Jones and the No. 4 Tigers face No. 7 Mississippi on Saturday (AFN-Sports, 
midnight Sunday CET; 8 a.m. Japan/Korea), a game with both conference and playoff implications.

Game of the week: No. 17 
Nebraska vs. Purdue. The Cornhusk-
ers (7-1, 3-1) go into Saturday’s home 
game against Purdue (3-5, 1-3) tied 
with Minnesota for first in the West. 
Four teams in the division have one 
conference loss.  With Nebraska in con-
trol of its destiny at the halfway point 
of the conference schedule, coach Bo 
Pelini is doing what he can to minimize 
the chance of underperforming.

Inside the numbers: Big Ten 
backfields feature the top three rush-
ers in the nation. Indiana’s Tevin Cole-
man leads all players with 170.3 yards 
per contest, followed by Wisconsin’s 
Melvin Gordon with 166.9 yards per 
game. Nebraska’s Ameer Abdullah 
ranks third with an average of 156.1.

Players to watch: Wisconsin’s 
Joel Stave and Tanner McEvoy. Last 
week’s  win over Maryland proved that 
the Badgers’ two quarterback system 
can work, combining for no intercep-
tions or turnovers.

Game of the week:  No. 15 Ari-
zona State at No. 18 Utah. The Sun 
Devils are still in the playoff mix, but 
will first have to get by the Utes, who 
still have playoff aspirations of their 
own. Utah, at 6-1, is No. 17 in the 
CFB poll and 18th in the AP poll. The 
Utes beat USC last week and UCLA 
earlier in the season, but have a home 
loss to Washington State.

Inside the numbers: The five 
conference teams ranked in this week’s 
AP Top 25 (Oregon, Arizona State, 
Arizona, Utah, and UCLA) have a com-
bined overall road record of 17-0.

Player to watch: Oregon RB 
Royce Freeman. The freshman ran 
for rushed for 112 yards and two 
touchdowns in Oregon’s 59-41 win 
over California last week, keeping the 
5-foot-11, 229-pound running back 
on pace to reach the 1,000-yard 
mark and taking some pressure off 
QB Marcus Mariota and the rest of the 
Ducks’ offense.

STEVE CANNON/AP
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

BY RUSTY MILLER

The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Urban Meyer took 
a look at the initial College Football Playoff 
rankings on Wednesday.

It took him a while to find his Ohio State 
team.

“Just real briefly. I just looked for the 
Buckeyes. I just looked down and saw 
where we were at,” he said, a slight grin 
playing at the corners of his mouth. “That’s 
it.”

There was special emphasis on the word 
“down.”

The Buckeyes (6-1, 3-0 Big Ten) ranked 
13th in the coaches and The Associated 
Press media polls, and were 16th on the 
first weekly list of the top 25 teams deter-
mined by the playoff selection committee 
and released Tuesday.

The Buckeyes are trying to gain incen-
tive off their ranking.

“We were real disappointed,” lineback-
er Curtis Grant said. “We’re hungry. You 
know, we did it to ourselves. So, all we’ve 
got to do is keep battling and keep working 
and at the end of the day try to work our 
way back to the top.”

The Buckeyes aren’t surprised that they 
have their work cut out for them to make it 
into the college sport’s first playoff.

They already knew they could not afford 
a second loss as they prepare for Satur-
day’s game against Illinois (4-4, 1-3) and 
then a showdown the following week at No. 
8 Michigan State.

Ohio State was No. 8 in the nation when 
it was soundly beaten at home by Virginia 
Tech, 35-21, on Sept. 6. The Hokies have 
since lost four times.

Jeff Long, the AD at Arkansas and also 
chairman of the 12-member playoff com-
mittee, was asked about Ohio State’s low 
placement.

“It was not a good loss for them,” he said 
of the Buckeyes’ lone defeat. “But Ohio 
State has opportunities on their schedule to 
play up, as many of these teams do. We’re 

still early in this process.”
The Buckeyes are ranked third among 

Big Ten teams by the playoff committee, 
behind No. 8 Michigan State and No. 15 
Nebraska. Of course, the Buckeyes could 
move up with a win next week at Spartan 
Stadium. And there’s a distinct possibility 
if they were to do that, they would most 
likely get a shot at Nebraska in the Big Ten 
title game.

What’s perhaps more troubling for Ohio 
State fans was the Buckeyes listed 14th 
among one-loss teams. That’s an indication 
of the low regard the committee has for the 
Buckeyes’ schedule and conference.

Arguably, their biggest win might be 
last week’s double-overtime victory over 
a Penn State team that has lost three in a 
row. The only other candidates would be 
routs of new Big Ten members Rutgers or 
Maryland, each of which is 5-3.

The Buckeyes were inconsistent against 
Penn State — a terrific defensive effort most 

of the way before allowing a tying drive at 
the end of regulation, great offense in build-
ing a 17-0 first-half lead but then an unpro-
ductive, conservatively called second half.

Star freshman quarterback J.T. Barrett 
sprained the medial-collateral ligament in 
his left knee in that game, but still ran for 
touchdowns in each overtime to secure the 
win.

Barrett said he intended to play this 
weekend.

“It would have to be something dras-
tic that would happen between now and 8 
o’clock (on Saturday),” he said. “I plan on 

playing.”
Barrett said the Buckeyes aren’t even

thinking about the playoffs; they’re only 
worried about playing well in the Big Ten 
down the stretch.

Speaking on the Big Ten coaches tele-
conference on Tuesday, Meyer said he 
looked at the playoff committee much as he
did the Bowl Championship Series — just 
another imperfect way of determining who
will play for the national championship.

“There is going to be a lot of controversy
with this situation,” he said. “It’s not a fool-
proof way.”

Meyer not thrilled by OSU’s playoff rank

GENE J. PUSKAR/AP

Ohio State coach Urban Meyer, right, stands next to wide receiver Corey Smith (84) as they sing the Ohio State alma mater after a 
31-24 win in double overtime over Penn State last week.

Coach disappointed 
Buckeyes rated 16th 
by selection panel

‘ There is going to be a lot of controversy with this 
situation. It’s not a foolproof way. ’

Urban Meyer
Ohio State football coach on the College Football playoff selection process
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODDS PACIFIC

Scoreboard

BY DAVE ORNAUER

Stars and Stripes

SHIRAKO, Chiba Prefecture, 
Japan — In the three years since 
their return to the Far East tennis 
tournament after an eight-year 
hiatus, American School In Japan 
has been dominant, especially on 
the boys side. The Mustangs won 
the overall banner a year ago.

But there are new challeng-
ers on the horizon, if Tuesday’s 
Kanto Plain finals were an indi-
cator. St. Mary’s International’s 
boys, led by move-in Marius Ruh, 
and Seisen International, with 
sophomore Mathilda Piras, could 
be the next ones, coaches of all 
three teams say.

“We’re lucky to have him,” Ti-
tans coach Tomas Molina said of 
Ruh, who transferred from his 
native Germany, where he played 
ITF juniors. He went unbeaten in 
the regular season and was set to 
play teammate Ray Maejima in 
Friday’s Kanto singles final. Ruh 
is the Far East No. 1 singles seed 
and teammate Juan Borga is the 
No. 2.

Piras, who upset ASIJ’s Lili 
Kobayashi for the Kanto singles 
title, headlines a Phoenix team 
that coach Mike Shappell calls 
the deepest he’s ever had. “The 
distance between my bottoms 
and tops is way better this year,” 
he said.

On the boys side, the Mustangs 
are facing what coach Jen Brown 
calls a “rebuilding year” with 
the last two Far East singles win-
ners, Ken Ishihara and Yosuke 
Higashi, gone. But even though 
Seisen and St. Mary’s are sister 
schools, they can’t by tournament 
rule play for the overall school 
banner, meaning ASIJ has a good 
chance to repeat.

“We seem to have this rivalry, 
it goes back and forth, we take it 
for a couple of years and then they 
(St. Mary’s and Seisen) take it,” 
Brown said. “It’s great for both of 
us. It’s what tennis is about.”

It all means a stern challenge 
for DODDS players hoping to 
keep up with their international 
cousins, and DODDS players and 
teams face a handful of disadvan-

tages in accomplishing that task, 
DODDS coaches say.

“We take it seriously, but our 
kids in a school this small com-
pete in several sports,” said Yoko-
ta’s Tommy Palmer.

“Whereas they are very serious 
tennis players. They [internation-
al schools] recruit players. And 
they play year-round. We just get 
what we get and they move in and
move out. We’re lucky if we get a 
kid for all four years.”

It doesn’t help that DODDS
teams are limited to seven regu-
lar-season competition events fol-
lowing DODDS Pacific’s decision
to reduce and shorten regular
seasons in all sports last Nov. 14. 
International schools don’t face
those restrictions.

Still, DODDS players will sol-
dier on, with Okinawa champion 
Nic Lay of Kadena and DODDS
Japan champion Rikki Kendall of
E.J. King among those hoping to 
make a dent in the international 
juggernaut. Seoul American’s top
singles player Nick Gagnet and 
Palmer’s No. 1 Chris Beemster-
boer, along with Zama’s Tray-
land Rose, might also be in the 
running.

On the girls side, Seoul Ameri-
can coach David Abbott says he 
hopes his top two, Grace Cho and
Ashley Shirriff, will have a “shot
at being competitive and maybe 
a shot at the title.” Palmer cited
his own top two, Rimi Bargmon
and Kaia Austin, as being “very
strong.” Okinawa champion Lily 
Oliver hopes for similar results in
her freshman year.

“Nervous, excited attitude” 
heading into Far East, Abbott 
said.

What will it take for one of the
DODDS hopefuls to rise up and
knock off one of the international-
school stars?

“Skill, talent, confidence, con-
sistency, putting it all together
and make good happen,” Kadena
coach Amie Woo said. “Patience,
timing, knowing where-and-when 
strategy, knowing where to place
it and knowing when to do it. Put-
ting it away.”
ornauer.dave@stripes.com

BY DAVE ORNAUER

Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — All Eyes On Us could well serve as 
the prevailing theme of next week’s Far East High 
School Cross Country Meet as a pair of Kanto 
vs. Okinawa rivalries figure to grab much of the 
spotlight.

Among the runners entered in the meet Monday 
at Camp Fuji and Tuesday at Ikego Heights Naval 
Housing Area are two sets of rivals: American 
School In Japan senior Evan Yukevich and Kadena 
junior Hunter Ficenec on the boys side and Kade-
na’s Wren Renquist and Seisen freshman Brittani 
Shappell on the girls.

The four have posted the fastest times in the 
Pacific at various distances among Far East meet 
entrants, Yukevich at 4,417 and 4,800 meters and 
Ficenec at 5,000; and Shappell at 3,305 and 4,800 
meters and Renquist at 5,000.

But the meet may be better known for who won’t 
be there: Daniel Galvin of Yokota, whose 16-minute, 
8-second time is the fastest 5-K time this season. 
He’s sidelined by a stress fracture.

“I’m very disappointed he’s not there,” Ficenec 
said prior to his victory in the Okinawa district fi-
nals on Oct. 22. “It would be a better race. We’d both 
push ourselves, probably get faster times. I wish 
he’ll get better soon.”

While Galvin was what Yukevich called the “alpha 
dog” of the Kanto Plain circuit, Yukevich is sup-
ported by two other teammates who’ve posted sub-
15-minute times on the Tama Hills 2.9-mile course. 
“So even if he’s gone, I’ll have people pushing me 
and my mindset hasn’t changed at all,” Yukevich 
said.

Shappell, who set the Pacific record in track and 
field’s 3,000-meter event as a sixth-grader, said she’s 
not concerned with other people’s times.

“I think more about my personal best,” she said 
of her 19:47.4 5K time. “I don’t really race against 
what other people think about me. I kind of race for 
myself, so I try to improve for myself and not really 
care” what others are doing.

Ficenec and Renquist possess the superior 5K 
times, 16:35 and 19:38. But Yukevich and Shappell 
improved as the season went along. Ficenec ran the 

16:35 at midseason and Renquist posted her top time 
during the first meet and ran in the 20s thereafter.

But while Kadena has the fastest runners time-
wise, ASIJ’s and Seisen’s depth may end the Pan-
thers’ two-year run as Far East Division I school 
champion.

Still, Kadena coach Tom McKinney holds high 
hopes.

“I think they’re both going to have a good say in 
the race,” he said. “Every year, Okinawa goes up to 
Far East and we put up good numbers … against 
the Kanto league. It’s going to be a race. There’s no 
pressure on either of us (Kadena and Kubasaki). 
We’ll see what happens.”

Several Kanto observers see ASIJ’s boys and 
Seisen’s girls as having the depth needed to win.

“ASIJ’s boys were going to win anyway,” said Gal-
vin’s father, Yokota coach Dan Galvin. “They have 
depth that nobody’s ever had here. I just don’t see 
anybody beating them at Far East.”

“They’re motivated and they’ve been working all 
summer long,” said Far East meet manager Bruce 
Carrick, who’s been observing Kanto cross country 
since 1996. “They’re the most outstanding team I’ve 
seen here.”

The hope, Carrick said, is that the good weather 
that’s blessed the Kanto season will continue Mon-
day and Tuesday. Japanese weather forecasts call 
for rain on Monday and sunny but cool weather 
Tuesday.

“If the (good) weather continues, we’ll see faster 
times than we’ve had,” Carrick said. “If it’s been 
raining, it will be slow.” The course records are held 
by Kadena’s Andrew Kilkenny (17:21.6) and Ana 
Hernandez (20:22.2).
ornauer.dave@stripes.com

Far East tennis tournament
Dates and site — Monday-Thursday, 

Kadena Air Base, Okinawa.
Format — Boys and girls singles and 

doubles, mixed doubles, single-elimina-
tion. Each team carries four boys and 
four girls on its roster; each player must 
play doubles and may choose to play ei-
ther singles or mixed doubles.

Schedule of events — First match-
es begin at 9 a.m. Monday and 8 a.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, if 
needed. Singles, doubles and mixed 
doubles championships tentatively 
slated for Thursday afternoon, depend-
ing on weather. Play finishes around 6:30 
p.m. Monday, 6 p.m. Tuesday and 6 p.m. 
Wednesday. Thursday available for play 

in case of rain.
Participating schools — Kadena Pan-

thers, Kubasaki Dragons, E.J. King Co-
bras, M.C. Perry Samurai, Yokota Pan-
thers, Zama Trojans, Kinnick Red Devils,
Edgren Eagles, Seoul American Falcons, 
Osan Cougars, Daegu Warriors, Hum-
phreys Blackhawks, American School 
In Japan Mustangs, St. Mary’s Titans/
Seisen International Phoenix, Christian
Academy Japan Knights, Yongsan Inter-
national-Seoul Guardians.

Defending team champions — Divi-
sion I: ASIJ boys, Kadena girls. Division II: 
YIS-Seoul boys, Zama girls.

Returning individual champion —
Nana Yoshimura, ASIJ, mixed doubles 
with Kentaro Ishihara.

Far East cross-country meet
Dates and sites — Monday at Camp Fuji, Tuesday at Ikego 

Heights Naval Housing Facility, Japan.
Participating schools — Division I: Kadena Panthers (two-

time defending champion), Kubasaki Dragons, Yokota Panthers, 
Kinnick Red Devils, Seoul American Falcons, American School 
In Japan Mustangs, St. Mary’s/Seisen International Phoenix, 
Christian Academy Japan Knights. Division II: E.J. King Cobras, 
M.C. Perry Samurai, St. Maur Cougars (defending champion), 
Edgren Eagles, Osan Cougars, Humphreys Blackhawks, Okina-
wa Christian International Crusaders.

Format — 3.1-mile individual race on Monday, road, gravel 
and wooded trail just south of Camp Fuji proper. Top four Divi-
sion I school finishers score points for their teams; top three 
Division II school finishers score points for their teams. Ties 
broken in favor of team with fifth-place Division I and fourth-
place Division II runner with best time. Top 10 overall finish-
ers by division selected to All-Far East team. Races will be 
segregated by large and small schools. Team relay on Tues-
day. Teams run in pairs, with one boy and one girl running two 
2.5-kilometer legs each. Ties broken in favor of team with fifth 
Division I pair and fourth Division II pair with best time. Overall 
scoring determined by combined placement in boys and girls 
races and team relay. 

Schedule of events — Girls  race starts at 11:30 a.m., boys 
race at 12:15 p.m. Monday. Team relay starts at 11 a.m. Tues-
day. 

Defending team champions — Division I: Kadena boys, Kade-
na girls, Kadena overall. Division II: OCSI boys, St. Maur girls, 
St. Maur overall.

Returning All-Far East runners — Division I boys: Thomas 
Richter, St. Mary’s; Javier Michael, Kadena. Division II boys: 
Kento Nambara, OCSI, Thomas McGrath, King; Justin Hill, Perry; 
Carson Russell, Zama. Division I girls: Cassandra Burger, Kin-
nick; Wren Renquist, Kadena; Maku Itakura, Seisen. Division II 
girls: Lucille Nunnely, St. Maur; Bobbi Hill, Perry; Nicole Castro, 
Humphreys; Kahlei VanOstran, Perry; Amelia McGrath, King; 
Emily Souza, Zama; Kianna Pinter, King; Emilea Kidd, King.

Kadena pair
set for rivals
Okinawa runners anticipate
showdown with pair from Kanto

DAVE ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes

Seisen International’s Brittani Shappell, left, and 
Kadena sophomore Wren Renquist have posted 
the fastest times among entrants in next week’s 
Far East meet.

DAVE ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes

Evan Yukevich of American School In Japan, left, 
and Kadena junior Hunter Ficenec turned in some 
of the fastest times in the Pacific this year and 
figure to be the top contenders in next week’s Far 
East meet.

DODDS players
have work cut out
in a tough field

Far East tennis

Scoreboard
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODDS-EUROPE

BY GREGORY BROOME

Stars and Stripes

Every sports league has its 
classic feud. In DODDS-Europe 
football, it’s Ramstein versus 
Wiesbaden. 

Other teams have swooped in 
and out of the title picture, but 
along with since-closed Heidel-
berg, the Royals and Warriors 
have been the standard-bearers 
for Division I football over the 
last decade. And so they are again 
in 2014; they’ll meet Saturday at 
Kaiserslautern High School to 
decide the DODDS-Europe Divi-
sion I football championship.  

Those looking for fresh faces 
and upstarts won’t find it here; 
these are the big boys of DODDS-
Europe, sharing the field yet again 
to script another page in a rivalry 
that is likely far from over. 

At least one of the two teams 
has been in every Division I Eu-
ropean championship game since 
2003, and they’ve combined to 
win eight of those 11 titles. Their 
championship matchup Saturday 
will be the fourth time they’ve 
faced each other for the title in 
that span and the third time in 
the last four years. Ramstein beat 
the Warriors in 2003; Wiesbaden 
beat the Royals in 2011 and 2013. 

Their recent history is just as 
compelling. In last year’s title 
game, underdog Wiesbaden 
stunned undefeated defending 
champion Ramstein 38-21. This 
fall, Wiesbaden edged Ramstein 
20-14 in an Oct. 10 overtime 
game. 

That background suggests that 
Saturday’s game might be a clas-
sic in waiting. 

The Warriors are built around 
speed and athleticism. Quarter-

back Tim Cuthbert capably helms 
an offense that is a threat to score 
on any snap via any number of 
offensive plays. Ramstein coach 
Carlos Amponin acknowledges 
Wiesbaden’s athletic advantages. 

“They are a physically larger 
team than we are, they are easily 
more athletic and they are faster 
than any team I have seen in my 
tenure here in Europe,” Amponin 
said. 

The Royals, meanwhile, take a 
more direct approach. Ramstein 
moves the ball behind perhaps 
DODDS-Europe’s most rugged 
offensive line. Wiesbaden coach 
Steve Jewell is well aware of the 
challenge ahead. 

“We will have to play tougher 
defense,” Jewell said. “The Roy-
als have a tremendous front line 
on offense with multiple running 
backs that don’t quit.”

With two of DODDS-Europe’s 
most accomplished coaches guid-

ing its two most talented rosters, 
Saturday’s strategies should be 
interesting to watch unfold. 

Wiesbaden will seek to get its 
athletes out in open space where 
they can outrun Ramstein tack-
lers. The Royals will counter 
by grinding out long drives and 
keeping the Warriors offense 
sidelined. Should one side find 
success, the other will likely have 
a counter. 

Ramstein and Wiesbaden are 
historical powers. They’ve been 
the two best teams in Division I 
this season, separated by a wide 
gulf from the rest of the field. 
Given all that, Saturday’s game 
isn’t fresh or surprising. 

It must simply be appreciated 
for what it is: the two titans of 
Division I football, clashing once 
again. 
broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes

Division I capsules

Wiesbaden Warriors
Offensive style: Unparalleled speed 

manifesting in quarterback keepers, re-
verses, short passes for big gains and 
long-ball shots downfield. 

Key players: QB/DE Tim Cuthbert; WR/
DB CJ Pridgen; RB Deshon Barrow; RB/LB 
Anthony Little; RB Paul Blackwood; RB 
Keyshaun Greene. 

Recent history: Won their second 
title in three seasons last fall, beating 
Ramstein for the crown in both 2011 and 
2013. 

Regular season: 5-0, featuring four 
blowouts and an overtime win over 
Ramstein. 

Postseason: Defeated Kaiserslautern 
56-27 in semifinals. 

Storyline: The senior-heavy defending 
champions try to send their senior class 
out as repeat champs. 

Key to victory: Avoiding their habit of 
slow starts followed by second-half out-
bursts; that formula might not work in a 
title game.  

Ramstein Royals
Offensive style: A hard-nosed, run-

heavy attack yields consistent posi-
tive yardage and occasional breakaway 
touchdowns. 

Key players: WR/DB Gabriel Moreno; 
RB/LB Antonio Ortiz; RB/DL Donta Mor-
ris; QB Tyler Dotson; WR/DB Malik Jack-
son; PK Dominik Kubas. 

Recent history: Have played in every 
Division I championship game but one 
over the last decade, winning titles in 
2006, 2007, 2009 and 2012.  

Regular season: 4-1, losing only a 20-
14 overtime decision to Wiesbaden. 

Postseason: Defeated Patch 48-7 in 
semifinals. 

Storyline: Redemption, revenge, etc.; 
choose your sports cliché. The jilted Roy-
als want their title back. 

Key to victory: Extended scoring 
drives, thereby putting points on the 
board and keeping the Warriors offense 
sidelined.

Royals, Warriors meet again for football title
Clash of the titans

JOSHUA L. DEMOTTS/Stars and Stripes

Wiesbaden’s Keyshaun Greene (2) cuts upfield against Kaiserslautern on Oct. 24 at Wiesbaden, 
Germany. The Warriors will play Ramstein in the DODDS-Europe Division I champioship on Saturday.

Ansbach between
Hohenfels, repeat

BY GREGORY BROOME

Stars and Stripes

The Ansbach Cougars won 
all five of their regular-season 
games and both of their post-
season games by multiple touch-
downs. They’ve scored 321 points 
over those games, an average of 
more than 45 points per game. In 
the process, they’ve advanced to 
their first DODDS-Europe cham-
pionship football game since 
2011. 

But in order to win it, they’ll 
need to do one more thing. 

Get better. 
“All areas of play must im-

prove,” Ansbach head coach Mar-
cus George said. 

That’s a strange ultimatum for 
a team that’s dominated every 
game it’s played this season. But 
the opponent it’s facing Saturday 
in the 2014 DODDS-Europe Di-
vision II football championship 
game at Kaiserslautern High 
School is unlike any opponent it’s 
seen this fall. 

The Hohenfels Tigers are the 
reigning Division II European 
champions and the only other 
undefeated team in Division II. 
Though they’ve played closer 
games than Ansbach, they’ve 
also played a tougher schedule, 
beating four playoff teams in the 
regular season and posting dou-
ble-digit victories in the playoffs. 

Besides, dramatic wins have 
become a Hohenfels signature. 
It was true last year in two come-
back wins, 38-28 over Bitburg 
in the semifinals and 38-35 over 
SHAPE for the title. The Tigers’ 
narrow margin for error this fall 
— they beat Bitburg and Vicenza 
by a combined 11 points over the 
last two weeks of the regular sea-
son — fits right into that theme. 

“They are a persistent and 
determined group that will not 
quit,” Hohenfels coach Larry 
Daffin said of his team. 

Saturday’s matchup is a fas-
cinating collection of seeming 
paradoxes. 

Ansbach is a former dynasty 
looking to restore its place among 
the DODDS-Europe football elite. 
But the players actually wearing 
the Cougars jerseys are young, 

with only one or two seniors on
the field at any given time. 

Hohenfels has no such reputa-
tion for excellence aside from the
title it won last year, and it still 
carries the us-against-the-world
vibe of a championship interloper.
But the Tigers players are experi-
enced, with upperclassmen at key
positions. 

Stranger still, the cities of Ans-
bach and Hohenfels are separated
by just 75 miles, and DODDS-Eu-
rope schedules skew heavily to-
ward local games. But the teams
didn’t meet in the regular season.
Ansbach joined fellow German
schools Bitburg and Baumholder
in the central region, while Ho-
henfels was shuttled to the south-
ern region among Italian schools
Naples, Vicenza and Aviano. They
even dodged each other in their
rare out-of-region games. 

As such, Ansbach and Hohen-
fels rampaged through their con-
current schedules without ever 
crossing paths, gradually emerg-
ing as the two teams to beat. Two 
weeks of playoffs only confirmed
it. 

And on Saturday, the payoff fi-
nally arrives.  
broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes

Division II capsules

Ansbach Cougars
Offensive style: A stable of capable 

running backs wear down and eventu-
ally run over opposing defenses. 

Key players: RB/LB Dorian Jones; QB/
DB Bailey Ward; TE/DL KJ Watters; RB/LB 
Roger Brownell; RB/LB Tyler Benton; OL/
LB Nick Abel. 

Recent history: DODDS-Europe’s resi-
dent dynasty before Bitburg took over, 
the Cougars won a Division III title in 
2006 and two straight Division II titles in 
2007 and 2008. They haven’t won a title 
since, and haven’t gotten this far since 
2011.  

Regular season: 5-0, wire-to-wire 
blowouts throughout. 

Postseason: Defeated Aviano 55-28 in 
quarterfinals; defeated Vicenza 32-23 in 
semifinals. 

Storyline: Former DODDS-Europe roy-
alty seeks a return to the throne. 

Key to victory: With many of its key 
guys playing both sides of the ball, 
avoiding fatigue is crucial. 

Hohenfels Tigers
Offensive style: Keeping the chains in 

motion via the video-game stats of All-
Europe running back and reigning Stars 
and Stripes football Athlete of the Year
David Vidovic. 

Key players: RB/DB David Vidovic;
QB/DB Clayton Pinheiro; WR/LB Gabriel 
Penn; WR/DB Marcus Dudley; OL/DL Alex
McCready; RB/DL AJ Day. 

Recent history: Leapt from mediocrity
last season to stun reigning champion
Bitburg in the semifinals. They went on 
to edge SHAPE 38-35 for the 2013 Division
II title. 

Regular season: 5-0, including wins 
over four playoff teams. 

Postseason: Defeated SHAPE 33-20 in 
quarterfinals; defeated Naples 25-11 in 
semifinals. 

Storyline: Seeking to follow Ansbach
and Bitburg as Division II teams with 
multiple consecutive championships
over the last decade. 

Key to victory: Finding offensive pro-
duction beyond Vidovic without overly
marginalizing their star back.

MICHAEL S. DARNELL/Stars and Stripes

Hohenfels running back David 
Vidovic was the Stars and 
Stripes football athlete of the 
year last season.
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AUTO RACING
Around the tracks

NASCAR SPRINT CUP
This week: AAA Texas 500 at Forth 

Worth, Texas.
Track: Texas Motor Speedway (oval, 

1.5 miles).
Race distance: 501 miles, 334 

laps.
TV: AFN-Xtra, 9 p.m. Sunday, Cen-

tral European Time; 5 a.m. Monday, 
Japan/Korea Time.

Last year: Jimmie Johnson took 
the points lead en route to his sixth 
season championship .

Last week: Dale Earnhardt Jr. won 
at Martinsville, a week after he was 
eliminated from the Chase for the 
Sprint Cup championship. 

Next race: Quicken Loans Race for 
Heroes 500, Nov. 9, Phoenix Interna-
tional Raceway, Avondale, Ariz.

Online: nascar.com

POINTS STANDINGS
 1. Jeff Gordon ........................4,044
 2. Ryan Newman ...................4,041
 3. Joey Logano .......................4,040
 4. Matt Kenseth .....................4,039
 5. Denny Hamlin ....................4,037
 6. Carl Edwards .....................4,024
 7. Brad Keselowski .................4,013
 8. Kevin Harvick ..................... 4,011
 9. Kyle Busch .........................2,230
10. AJ Allmendinger .................2,198
11. Dale Earnhardt Jr. ...............2,196
12. Jimmie Johnson .................2,186
13. Greg Biffle ......................... 2,178
14. Kasey Kahne ...................... 2,173
15. Kurt Busch ........................2,155
16. Aric Almirola ...................... 2,124
17. Kyle Larson ...........................981
18. Clint Bowyer .........................923
19. Austin Dillon .........................910
20. Jamie McMurray ...................906

NATIONWIDE SERIES
This week: O’Reilly Auto Parts 

Challenge at Fort Worth, Texas.
Track: Texas Motor Speedway (oval, 

1.5 miles).
Race distance: 300 miles, 200 

laps.
TV: Delayed, AFN-Xtra, 1 p.m. Sun-

day, Central European Time; 9 p.m. 
Sunday, Japan/Korea Time.

Last year: Brad Keselowski raced to 
the sixth of his seven 2013 victories.

Last race: Keselowski won at Char-
lotte on Oct. 10 for his fourth victory 
in nine starts this season.

Next race: DAV 200, Nov. 8, Phoe-
nix International Raceway, Avondale, 
Ariz.

Online: nascar.com

CAMPING WORLD 
TRUCK SERIES

This week: WinStar World Casino & 
Resort 350 at Fort Worth, Texas.

Track: Texas Motor Speedway (oval, 
1.5 miles).

Race distance: 220.5 miles, 147 
laps.

Last year: Ty Dillon raced to the 
second of his two 2013 victories.

Last week: Darrell Wallace Jr. won 
at Martinsville, a year after he won 
at the track to become the first black 
driver to win a national NASCAR race 
since Wendell Scott in 1963.

Next race: Lucas Oil 150, Nov. 
7, Phoenix International Raceway, 
Avondale, Ariz.

Online: nascar.com

FORMULA ONE
This week: U.S. Grand Prix at 

Austin, Texas.
Track: Circuit of The Americas (road 

course, 3.427 miles).
Race distance: 191.94 miles, 56 

laps.

Last year: Red Bull’s Sebastian 
Vettel raced to his eighth consecutive 
victory to break Michael Schumacher’s 
season record. Vettel won the season-
ending Brazilian Grand Prix the fol-
lowing week to match Schumacher’s 
record of 13 victories in a year .

Last week: Mercedes’ Lewis Ham-
ilton won the Russian Grand Prix on 
Oct. 12 for his fourth straight victory 
and ninth of the year. 

Next race: Brazilian Grand Prix, 
Nov. 9, Autodromo Jose Carlos Pace, 
Sao Paulo.

Online: formula1.com

NHRA MELLO YELLO 
DRAG RACING

This week: Toyota Nationals at Las 
Vegas.

Track: The Strip at Las Vegas Motor 
Speedway.

TV: Delayed, AFN-Xtra, 7 a.m. 
Wednesday, Central European Time; 
3 p.m. Wednesday, Japan and Korea 
Time.

Last year: John Force won his 
record 16th Funny Car season title, 
beating daughter Courtney Force in 
the final round. Matt Smith won in Pro 
Stock Motorcycle to take the season 
title. Antron Brown won in Top Fuel 
event, and Shane Gray topped the Pro 
Stock field.

Last event: Matt Hagan won Oct. 5 
in Mohnton, Penn., to take the Funny 
Car points lead. He has two victories 
in the first four races in the Count-
down to the Championship playoffs. 
Tony Schumacher won in Top Fuel to 
extend his season lead. He has three 
Countdown victories. Rodger Brogdon 
won in Pro Stock, and Eddie Krawiec 
in Pro Stock Motorcycle.

Next event: Auto Club Finals, 
Nov. 13-16, Auto Club Raceway at 
Pomona, Pomona, Calif.

Online: nhra.com 
— The Associated Press

DRIVER TO WATCH
While there have only been 27 Sprint Cup races at

Texas Motor Speedway since it opened in 1997, Carl
Edwards has still managed to win there three times.
One of the three was the first Chase for the champion-
ship race at TMS in 2005.

Edwards has won two races this season and sits
only 20 points behind leader Jeff Gordon in the Chase

for the championship standings.
In addition to his three victories in Texas, Edwards

has six top-five and eight top-10 finishes. He
has an average finish of 15.5 in 19
races.

BY JENNA FRYER

The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C.

Tony Stewart has never 
been fond of predictions 
and when asked, he al-
most always gives the 

same response: “If I knew the 
answer to that, I’d probably be a 
bookie in Las Vegas.”

Yet when it comes to teammate 
Kevin Harvick’s chances of ad-
vancing out of the next round of 
NASCAR’s playoffs, the co-owner 
of Stewart-Haas Racing suddenly 
sounded like an odds-maker.

“There’s nobody I’d put money 
on in a two-race deal more than 
him,” Stewart said of Harvick.

Harvick, who has consistently 
had one of the fastest cars all 
season, has been backed into a 
corner in the third round of the 
Chase for the Sprint Cup champi-
onship. Matt Kenseth spun him on 
a restart Sunday at Martinsville 
Speedway, where Harvick fin-
ished 33rd. It dropped him to last 
in the eight-driver Chase field, 
with two races to either climb to 
fourth in the standings or to earn 
the automatic berth that comes 
with a victory.

Only four drivers will race for 
the championship in the Nov. 16 
finale at Homestead, where Har-
vick spent Tuesday and Wednes-
day testing with SHR.

There was palpable disappoint-
ment throughout the SHR orga-
nization at Martinsville, where 
Harvick had climbed from 33rd 

to inside the top 10 before Kens-
eth spun him, but no one was 
ready to count him out.

Although he’s never won a Cup 

race at Texas, site of Sunday’s 
event, he has been strong on 
1.5-milers this year and won at 
Charlotte earlier this month. The 
Texas race will also mark Har-
vick’s 500th career start.

Then he moves to Phoenix, the 
site of the final race of this round 
and where Harvick is a five-
time winner. His winning streak 
includes three of the last four 
races.

“I think we feel good going to 
Texas, and Phoenix is one of his 
favorite tracks,” said Stewart.

SHR competition director Greg 
Zipadelli noted that Harvick can 
climb out of a hole.

“He seems to do well when 
his back is against the wall and I 
think he wants it,” Zipadelli said. 
“Nobody is going to give you it. 
Racing for years, you gotta go 
earn it, you gotta race it and some 
days things stack against you and 
you’ve got to go see what you’re 
made of. We’ll go to the next cou-
ple of races and see what we’ve 
got.

“I believe in our people, I be-
lieve in our equipment, so we’ve 
just got to do it.”

Crew chief Rodney Childers 
said the No. 4 team will change 
nothing in its approach, and no-
body is panicked about Harvick’s 
position.

“We’re ready to go,” Childers 
said. “Our Texas and Phoenix 
cars are already ready. There’s 
nothing we need to change or do 
differently. We’ve just got to go 
win a race.” 

10
Number of times driver 

Kevin Harvick has qualified 
for NASCAR’s Chase for the 
Sprint Cup championship.

By the numbers

SOURCE: NASCAR.com

0
Number of times Harvick 
has won the Chase for the 
Sprint Cup championship.

3
Number of Sprint Cup 

races Harvick has won this 
year, including three weeks 

ago at Charlotte.

SHR: Don’t bet against
Harvick in next 2 races

STEVE HELBER/AP

Kevin Harvick watches his crew in the garage as he waits for practice to begin for last weekend’s race in 
Martinsville, Va. Harvick was in the top 10 before he spun out and wound up finishing 33rd.
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NBA

 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Boston 1 0 1.000 —
Toronto 1 0 1.000 —
New York 0 1 .000 1
Philadelphia 0 1 .000 1
Brooklyn 0 1 .000 1

Southeast Division
Miami 1 0 1.000 —
Charlotte 1 0 1.000 —
Orlando 0 1 .000 1
Atlanta 0 1 .000 1
Washington 0 1 .000 1

Central Division
Chicago 1 0 1.000 —
Indiana 1 0 1.000 —
Cleveland 0 0 .000  ½
Detroit 0 1 .000 1
Milwaukee 0 1 .000 1

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Houston 2 0 1.000 —
San Antonio 1 0 1.000  ½
Memphis 1 0 1.000  ½
New Orleans 1 0 1.000  ½
Dallas 0 1 .000 1½

Northwest Division
Portland 1 0 1.000 —
Denver 1 0 1.000 —
Minnesota 0 1 .000 1
Utah 0 1 .000 1
Oklahoma City 0 1 .000 1

Pacific Division
Golden State 1 0 1.000 —
Phoenix 1 0 1.000 —
L.A. Clippers 0 0 .000  ½
Sacramento 0 1 .000 1
L.A. Lakers 0 2 .000 1½

Tuesday’s games
New Orleans 101, Orlando 84
San Antonio 101, Dallas 100
Houston 108, L.A. Lakers 90

Wednesday’s games
Indiana 103, Philadelphia 91
Charlotte 108, Milwaukee 106, OT
Miami 107, Washington 95
Toronto 109, Atlanta 102
Boston 121, Brooklyn 105
Memphis 105, Minnesota 101
Chicago 104, New York 80
Denver 89, Detroit 79
Houston 104, Utah 93
Phoenix 119, L.A. Lakers 99
Golden State 95, Sacramento 77
Portland 106, Oklahoma City 89

Thursday’s games
Washington at Orlando
Detroit at Minnesota
New York at Cleveland
Utah at Dallas
Oklahoma City at L.A. Clippers

Friday’s games
Memphis at Indiana
Cleveland at Chicago
Philadelphia at Milwaukee
San Antonio at Phoenix
Portland at Sacramento
L.A. Clippers at L.A. Lakers

Saturday’s games
Dallas at New Orleans
Miami at Philadelphia
Milwaukee at Washington
Toronto at Orlando
Memphis at Charlotte
Indiana at Atlanta
Brooklyn at Detroit
Denver at Oklahoma City
Boston at Houston
Chicago at Minnesota
Phoenix at Utah
L.A. Lakers at Golden State

Sunday’s games
Sacramento at L.A. Clippers
Toronto at Miami
Charlotte at New York
Golden State at Portland

Monday’s games
Houston at Philadelphia
Oklahoma City at Brookyln
New Orleans at Memphis
Boston at Dallas
Sacramento at Denver
Utah at L.A. Clippers

Tuesday’s games
Milwaukee at Indiana
Houston at Miami
Washington at New York
Oklahoma City at Toronto
Orlando at Chicago
Charlotte at New Orleans
Cleveland at Portland
Phoenix at L.A. Lakers

Wednesday’s games
Miami at Charlotte
Orlando at Philadelphia
Toronto at Boston
Minnesota at Brooklyn
New York at Detroit
Chicago at Milwaukee
Indiana at Washington
Atlanta at San Antonio
Memphis at Phoenix
Cleveland at Utah
Denver at Sacramento
L.A. Clippers at Golden State

Calendar
Jan. 5 — 10-day contracts can be 

signed.
Jan. 10 — Contracts guaranteed for 

rest of season.
Feb. 13-15 — All-Star weekend, New 

York.
Feb. 19 — Trade deadline (3 p.m. EST).
April 15 — Last day of regular season.
April 18 — Playoffs begin. 

Scoreboard

 BY JON KRAWCZYNSKI

The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS

It was after 4 a.m. when Dante Cun-
ningham pulled his truck back into 
the driveway of his suburban Minne-
apolis home and saw the police wait-

ing for him.
Officers put the handcuffs on the Min-

nesota Timberwolves’ reserve as soon 
as his feet hit the pavement. The reality 
of his situation and the domestic assault 
charges that were on their way didn’t sink 
in until he was lying in a jail cell and the 
lights went out.

“The whole time I was like, ‘I’m OK. 
I’m out of here. Things will be fine,’ ” Cun-
ningham recalled. “Then it went dark and 
I was like, ‘This is not a joke. I’m really 
in this.’ ”

In the six months since, the charges 
have been dropped and police concluded 
Cunningham’s accuser fabricated some 
of the allegations against him. But those 
six months have also seen domestic vio-
lence in sports thrust into the headlines 
like never before, thanks in part to the 
Ray Rice scandal in the NFL, and Cun-
ningham feels as if those handcuffs have 
never been taken off.

He is now an ex-Timberwolves forward, 
an NBA free agent who is living in a mo-
torhome at a campground near Penn State, 
where a former college teammate is on 
the coaching staff and runs him through 
workouts. He lives in the motorhome be-
cause he enjoys it, not because he’s broke, 
but the journeyman player who was hop-
ing to get a multimillion-dollar contract 
this summer says he hasn’t even gotten 
an offer for the league minimum because 
teams have told them it’s not worth the 
bad publicity .

“At this point it’s about justice and it’s 
about clearing my name,” the 27-year-
old forward told The Associated Press. 
“Clearly this adds a terrible stigma to my 
name. ... Now when anyone looks up Dante 
Cunningham, oh, wasn’t he the one that 
was in trouble? There’s nothing out there 
saying there was a false charge.”

 Cunningham met Miryah Herron last 
year and lived with her for eight months 
in a whirlwind start to their relationship. 

The two had an argument April 3, and 
that’s where their stories take wildly di-
vergent paths.

Herron told police Cunningham kicked 
in the door to their bedroom, choked her 
and slammed her head against the wall. 
Cunningham says he kicked the door in 
more than a week earlier after he acci-
dentally locked his keys in the room. He 
also says the only time he touched Herron 
was when he grabbed her wrist to get her 
to stop hanging on his truck as he drove 
away to cool off.

Cunningham missed one game while he 
was in jail, but the team and league did 
not suspend him under a collectively bar-
gained policy of letting the legal process 
play out before deciding on a potential 
punishment.

Cunningham was arrested again three 
days later after Herron told police that 
he violated a protection order by calling 
her from his hotel room phone and send-

ing her threatening messages on Skype. A 
police investigation found Herron appar-
ently sent the messages herself in an at-
tempt to frame Cunningham.

 Police  recommended that Hennepin 
County Attorney Mike Freeman charge 
Herron with making a false police report 
for the second incident, but he told the AP 
he was reluctant to do so in part because 
he feared “a chilling effect” on future vic-
tims of domestic violence.

 While Cunningham was facing the 
charges, he was booed by home fans and 
the Timberwolves were criticized for al-
lowing him to play in games.

“They think I’m a bad person,” Cun-
ningham said. “C’mon. I’m a great person. 
Give me that chance. I’ve been stripped of 
that. You have to understand that. That’s 
terrible. Awful. And if I don’t have my 
name, what do I have?” 

JOHN BEALE/AP

Dante Cunningham talks on his cell phone as he spends time with his dog, Ruger, in his 
motor home in Bellefonte, Pa. Cunningham is living in the motor home as he continues 
to train in hopes of a return to the NBA.

JOHN BEALE/AP

Former Minnesota Timberwolves forward Dante Cunningham takes a break from working out last Wednesday in State College, 
Pa. Charges of domestic assault have been dropped and police have concluded that Cunningham’s accuser fabricated some of the 
allegations against him. But those six months have also seen domestic violence in sports thrust into the headlines like never before, 
thanks in part to the Ray Rice scandal in the NFL, complicating Cunningham’s return to the court.

Former Timberwolves 
guard rebuilding life 
after false accusation

Looking for 
redemption
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NFL

BY WILL GRAVES

The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH

Antonio Brown’s brilliance is some-
times overshadowed by everything 
else that comes with it.

The elaborate and occasionally il-
legal touchdown celebrations. The rare and 
highly meme-friendly karate kick to an oppos-
ing punter’s face. The intermittent Twitter post 
about officiating. The curious late-game play 
call designed solely to extend a “record” that 
while impressive isn’t actually recognized by 
the NFL.

Strip it all away, however, and there’s this: 
The undersized but relentless Pittsburgh Steel-
ers wide receiver is elbowing his way into the 
conversation among the best at his position and 
maybe one of the most valuable players in the 
game.

Heading into Sunday night’s game against 
Baltimore, the two-time Pro Bowler is on his 
way to the greatest season by a receiver in 
team history. Brown leads the NFL with 60 re-
ceptions and his 852 yards receiving rank sec-

ond to good friend and former pee-wee football 
teammate T.Y. Hilton of the Indianapolis Colts. 
All this despite facing frequent double teams as 
opponents try to neutralize Brown in an often 
ill-fated attempt to force Pittsburgh quarter-
back Ben Roethlisberger to look elsewhere with
the ball.

 “When you step into a stadium he’s a known
issue but still he performs,” Steelers coach
Mike Tomlin said. “We could talk about some
of the things about guys like (Houston Texans 
defensive end) JJ Watt. We knew what he was 
capable of when we were getting ready to play 
him, but it still doesn’t stop the storm from 
coming.”

The storm reached a frenzy last Sunday
against Indianapolis, when Brown caught a
season-high 10 passes for 133 yards and two
scores in a 51-34 victory over the Colts .

 Yet Brown toils in relative obscurity. At 5-
feet-10 he’s not a physical marvel like Calvin
Johnson or Dez Bryant. His toothy smile hardly
mirrors Steve Smith’s visceral tenaciousness.
He plays for a franchise known for winning and
rugged play, in that order, even as the Steelers
have the fourth-best passing offense . 

GENE J. PUSKAR/AP

Pittsburgh wide receiver Antonio Brown celebrates making a first-down catch during the fourth quarter last weekend’s game 
against Indianapolis in Pittsburgh. The Steelers won 51-34 and Brown had 10 receptions for 133 yards and two touchdowns.

Steelers’ Brown gets attention
for more than TD celebrations

Difficult to overlook
14.2

Average yards per catch
for Pittsburgh receiver

Antonio Brown this season.

By the numbers

SOURCE: NFL.com

7
Number of touchdowns
Brown has scored this 

season through 8 games.

110
Most receptions Brown

has had in a single season,
setting the mark in 2013.

Brady’s
focus on
Broncos
defense

BY HOWARD ULMAN

The Associated Press

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — Fans get an-
other chance to gauge the relative great-
ness of Tom Brady and Peyton Manning 
when the quarterbacks meet for the 16th 
time.

Brady will be analyzing something more 
important.

The New England Patriots star will have 
his eyes on an improved Denver Broncos 
defense that could test his limited skills 

at escaping the pass 
rush on Sunday.

The Broncos (6-1) 
are the only team with 
two players having at 
least seven sacks — 
linebacker Von Miller 
with nine and defen-
sive end DeMarcus 
Ware with seven.

“They just tee off 
on the quarterback. 
They’ve got every 
move. They’ve got 

the speed, speed-to-power,” Brady said 
Wednesday. “They’ve got the spin moves. 
They run the games. It’s a big challenge for 
our offensive line.”

It would have been a much bigger chal-
lenge earlier in the season when the line 
was in flux as coach Bill Belichick sought 
the right combination to clear space for 
runners and protect Brady.

The Patriots (6-2) were 2-2 in the first 
four games and Brady was sacked nine 
times. In the last four, they’re 4-0 and 
Brady has been sacked just four times. The 
current front line of left tackle Nate Sol-
der, left guard Dan Connolly, rookie center 
Bryan Stork, right guard Ryan Wendell and 
right tackle Sebastian Vollmer has jelled.

“We’ve had some growing pains that 
we’re all trying to get used to earlier,” 
Brady said. “Offensive lines, typically, the 
longer they play together the better they 
get because they do develop a lot of trust 
in the guy next to them. The offensive line 
really is a metaphor for an offense and a 
team. Everyone has to complement each 
other.”

Brady is 10-5 against Manning, includ-
ing the postseason. But the last time they 
faced each other, Manning and the Bron-
cos were better. He completed 32 of 43 
passes for 400 yards and two touchdowns 
in a 26-16 win in last season’s AFC cham-
pionship game.

 The Broncos have allowed the fourth 
fewest yards per game in the NFL and 
the fewest yards rushing. In the last four 
games, opponents have averaged just 258.8 
yards and 47.8 yards rushing.

 In his last four games, Brady has been 
spectacular, passing for 1,268 with 14 
touchdowns and no interceptions.

 “I feel like I’m the same every week,” he 
said. “Some weeks it goes better than oth-
ers, but I feel like my approach is always 
the same. Statistics may not be the same, 
but I try to bring the same level of intensity 
and energy, and I think I’ve always tried to 
be really consistent.” 

Brady
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San Diego Chargers (5-3)
at Miami Dolphins (4-3)

AFN-Atlantic
7 p.m. Sunday CET
3 a.m. Monday JKT

Series: Miami leads 13-12, but 
San Diego has won two of the past 
three meetings.
Last meeting: Dolphins beat the 
visiting Chargers 20-16 on Nov. 17, 
2013.
Notes: Chargers’ Antonio Gates 
needs one more TD reception 
to become the first TE in NFL 
history with four career 10-plus 
TD seasons. ...  Dolphins QB Ryan 
Tannehill won his only career start 
against the Chargers, passing for 
268 yards and a TD. 

St. Louis Rams (2-5)
at San Francisco 49ers (4-3)

AFN-Atlantic
10 p.m. Sunday CET
6 a.m. Monday JKT

Series: 49ers lead 64-62-3, 
including the past three.
Last meeting: 49ers beat the host 
Rams 31-17 on Oct. 13.
Notes: Rams QB Austin Davis 
has 10 TD passes in his past five 
starts ... Rookie RB Tre Mason is 
averaging 5.2 yards a carry. ... 
 When 49ers QB Colin Kaepernick 
starts and has a 100-plus rating, 
the team is 15-1 ... RB Frank Gore 
has 15 rushing TDs in the past 15 
meetings with the Rams. 

Baltimore Ravens (5-3)
at Pittsburgh Steelers (5-3)

AFN-Sports
2:20 a.m. Monday CET
10:20 a.m. Monday JKT

Series: Steelers lead 20-17, but 
the Ravens have won the past two.
Last meeting: Ravens beat the 
visiting Steelers 26-6 on Sept. 11.
Notes: Ravens QB Joe Flacco has 
won five of the past seven against 
Pittsburgh, passing for 1,508 yards 
with 9 TDs and 1 interception. ... 
 Last week, Ben Roethlisberger 
passed for a club record 522 yards 
and 6 TDs. He’s the only player in 
NFL history with two 500-plus-
yard passing games. 

GAMEDAYWEEK 9

TELEVISED GAMES

Denver Broncos (6-1) at New England Patriots (6-2)
AFN-Sports, 10 p.m. Sunday CET, 6 a.m. Monday JKT 

Marquee matchup

American Conference
East

 W L T Pct PF PA Home Away AFC NFC Div
New England 6 2 0 .750 238 177 4-0-0 2-2-0 4-2-0 2-0-0 2-1-0
Buffalo 5 3 0 .625 178 165 2-2-0 3-1-0 2-3-0 3-0-0 2-1-0
Miami 4 3 0 .571 174 151 1-2-0 3-1-0 3-2-0 1-1-0 1-1-0
N.Y. Jets 1 7 0 .125 144 228 1-4-0 0-3-0 1-4-0 0-3-0 0-2-0

South
Indianapolis 5 3 0 .625 250 187 3-1-0 2-2-0 5-2-0 0-1-0 3-0-0
Houston 4 4 0 .500 185 166 2-1-0 2-3-0 3-2-0 1-2-0 1-1-0
Tennessee 2 6 0 .250 137 202 1-3-0 1-3-0 2-4-0 0-2-0 1-2-0
Jacksonville 1 7 0 .125 118 218 1-3-0 0-4-0 1-5-0 0-2-0 0-2-0

North
Cincinnati 4 2 1 .643 161 164 3-0-1 1-2-0 3-2-0 1-0-1 2-0-0
Baltimore 5 3 0 .625 217 131 3-1-0 2-2-0 2-3-0 3-0-0 2-2-0
Pittsburgh 5 3 0 .625 205 196 3-1-0 2-2-0 4-2-0 1-1-0 1-2-0
Cleveland 4 3 0 .571 163 152 3-1-0 1-2-0 3-3-0 1-0-0 1-2-0

West
Denver 6 1 0 .857 224 142 5-0-0 1-1-0 4-0-0 2-1-0 2-0-0
San Diego 5 3 0 .625 205 149 3-1-0 2-2-0 4-2-0 1-1-0 1-2-0
Kansas City 4 3 0 .571 176 128 2-1-0 2-2-0 3-2-0 1-1-0 1-1-0
Oakland 0 7 0 .000 105 181 0-4-0 0-3-0 0-6-0 0-1-0 0-1-0

National Conference
East

 W L T Pct PF PA Home Away NFC AFC Div
Dallas 6 2 0 .750 213 167 3-2-0 3-0-0 4-2-0 2-0-0 1-1-0
Philadelphia 5 2 0 .714 203 156 4-0-0 1-2-0 3-2-0 2-0-0 2-0-0
N.Y. Giants 3 4 0 .429 154 169 2-1-0 1-3-0 2-4-0 1-0-0 1-2-0
Washington 3 5 0 .375 171 200 2-2-0 1-3-0 1-4-0 2-1-0 1-2-0

South
Carolina 3 4 1 .438 167 208 2-2-0 1-2-1 3-2-0 0-2-1 1-0-0
New Orleans 3 4 0 .429 199 188 3-0-0 0-4-0 3-3-0 0-1-0 1-1-0
Atlanta 2 6 0 .250 192 221 2-2-0 0-4-0 2-4-0 0-2-0 2-0-0
Tampa Bay 1 6 0 .143 133 223 0-4-0 1-2-0 0-5-0 1-1-0 0-3-0

North
Detroit 6 2 0 .750 162 126 3-1-0 3-1-0 5-1-0 1-1-0 2-0-0
Green Bay 5 3 0 .625 222 191 3-0-0 2-3-0 3-3-0 2-0-0 2-1-0
Chicago 3 5 0 .375 180 222 0-3-0 3-2-0 2-2-0 1-3-0 0-1-0
Minnesota 3 5 0 .375 139 173 1-2-0 2-3-0 3-3-0 0-2-0 0-2-0

West
Arizona 6 1 0 .857 164 139 4-0-0 2-1-0 4-0-0 2-1-0 1-0-0
San Francisco 4 3 0 .571 158 165 2-1-0 2-2-0 3-2-0 1-1-0 1-1-0
Seattle 4 3 0 .571 172 150 2-1-0 2-2-0 3-2-0 1-1-0 0-1-0
St. Louis 2 5 0 .286 136 210 1-3-0 1-2-0 2-4-0 0-1-0 1-1-0

EXPANDED STANDINGS
Philadelphia at Houston
N.Y. Jets at Kansas City
Washington at Minnesota
Tampa Bay at Cleveland
Jacksonville at Cincinnati
Oakland at Seattle
Open: Atlanta, Buffalo, Chicago, Detroit, 
Green Bay, Tennessee

Monday
Indianapolis at N.Y. Giants

REST OF THE SCHEDULE

NEXT WEEK
Thursday, Nov. 6

Cleveland at Cincinnati
Sunday, Nov. 9

San Francisco at New Orleans
Kansas City at Buffalo
Miami at Detroit
Tennessee at Baltimore
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Jets
Atlanta at Tampa Bay
Dallas vs. Jacksonville at London
Denver at Oakland
N.Y. Giants at Seattle
St. Louis at Arizona
Chicago at Green Bay
Open: Houston, Indianapolis, Minnesota,
New England, San Diego, Washington

Monday, Nov. 10
Carolina at Philadelphia

Game capsules compiled 
from nfl media.com

Arizona Cardinals (6-1)
at Dallas Cowboys (6-2)

AFN-Sports
7 p.m. Sunday CET
3 a.m. Monday JKT

Series: Cowboys lead 55-30-1, but 
Cardinals have won the past three.
Last meeting: Cardinals beat the 
visiting Cowboys 19-13 in OT on 
Dec. 4, 2011.
Notes:  Cardinals QB Carson 
Palmer has 2 TD passes in each 
of his four ’14 starts ... WR Larry 
Fitzgerald has a catch in 156 
straight games, the NFL’s longest 
active streak. ...  Cowboys RB De-
Marco Murray is the only player in 
NFL history with 100-plus rushing 
yards in the first eight games. 

New England Patriots 
tight end Rob Gronkowski
CHARLES TRAINOR JR., 
MIAMI HERALD/MCT

SERIES RECORD: Broncos lead 25-19; 
Patriots have won past three.

LAST MEETING: Denver beat New Eng-
land, 26-16, in last year’s AFC champion-
ship game.

BRONCOS OFFENSE: OVERALL (6), 
RUSH (21), PASS (3).

BRONCOS DEFENSE: OVERALL (4), 
RUSH (1), PASS (17).

PATRIOTS OFFENSE: OVERALL 
(10), RUSH (17), PASS (10).

PATRIOTS DEFENSE: 
OVERALL (12), RUSH (25) 
PASS (2).

STREAKS, STATS AND 
NOTES: First game in 
NFL history to feature 
opposing starting QBs 
with 150-plus regular-
season wins each. ... In 
the 2013 AFC champion-
ship vs. New England, 
Broncos QB Peyton Manning 
passed for 400 yards and 2 
TDs. He has 2-plus TD passes 
in 13 consecutive games, tied for 
longest streak in league history ... 
RB Ronnie Hillman rushed for a career-
high 109 yards last week ... In the past four 
games, WR Demaryius Thomas has 34 
catches for 626 yards and 5 TDs ... WR 
Wes Welker spent six seasons with New 
England (2007-12) and is the Pats’ 

career leader in catches (672) ...  Broncos are only 
NFL team to feature two players with 7-plus 
sacks each (LBs Von Miller and DeMarcus 
Ware) ... Since entering the league in 2011, 
Miller leads the AFC with 44 sacks . ... The Pa-

triots aim for their 14th consecutive regular-sea-
son victory at home ... Last week, QB Tom Brady 

completed 30 of 35 passes for 354 yards and 5 TDs 
and no interceptions. He’s the only QB in NFL history 

with 350-plus yards, 5-plus TDs, no interceptions and an 
85-plus completion percentage in a game (also did it against Ten-

nessee on Oct. 18, 2009). Has won 87 of 100 regular-season home 
starts, most of any QB in the Super Bowl era through their first 100  ... 

 WR Brandon LaFell had career highs in catches (11) and receiving yards 
(124) with a TD last week ...  TE Rob Gronkowski had nine receptions for 

149 yards and tied a career high with 3 TDs vs. Chicago last week. Since 
entering the league in 2010, he leads the NFL with 49 TD catches. 
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SPORTS
WORLD SERIES

San Francisco Giants manager 
Bruce Bochy celebrates after 
winning Game 7 of the World 
Series against the Kansas City 
Royals on Wednesday in Kansas 
City, Mo. The Giants won 3-2 to 
win the series.
DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP

Giants win third title in five years  Page 53
   �   Bumgarner awarded MVP after historic Series performance, Page 52   �

Unstoppable force?
Pittsburgh WR Brown on pace for greatest 
season in franchise history   NFL, Page 62

Familiar foes to meet for D-I  championship   Page 59


