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THE US COMBAT MISSION IN AFGHANISTAN IS FORMALLY FINISHED, YET WARS WEAR ON

 Marines with 
3rd Marine 
Aircraft Wing 
 salute during 
a ceremony 
Dec. 9 to retire 
the colors 
of Marine 
Aircraft Group 
Afghanistan, 
signifying the 
end of aviation 
operations in 
Afghanistan.
ALLISON J. HERMAN
Courtesy of the 
U.S. Marine Corps 

 WASHINGTON 

Taking America off a permanent war 
footing is proving harder than President 
Barack Obama may have suggested.

U.S. troops are back in Iraq, the end-
game in Afghanistan is requiring more troops 
— and perhaps more risks — than once expected. 
And Obama is saddled with a worsening, high-
stakes conflict in Syria.

Last spring, Obama described to newly minted 
Army officers at West Point how “the landscape 

has changed” after a decade of war. He cited 
then-dwindling conflicts in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. And he said Osama bin Laden, whose plot-
ting from an al-Qaida sanctuary in Afghanistan 
gave rise to what became America’s longest war, 
“is no more.”

“You are the first class to graduate since 9/11 
who may not be sent into combat in Iraq or Afghan-
istan,” Obama declared to a burst of applause.

But once again the landscape has changed.

SEE WAR ON PAGE 4
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The Associated Press

PANGKALAN BUN, Indonesia  — Fam-
ily members of those aboard AirAsia Flight 
8501 collapsed in agony Tuesday as images 
of debris and a bloated body flashed across 
Indonesian television screens, proof that 
the plane crashed into the sea two days 
earlier with 162 people on board.

The low-cost carrier vanished Sun-
day halfway through a two-hour flight 
between Surabaya, Indonesia, and Sin-
gapore after encountering storm clouds, 
sparking an international hunt with 

dozens of planes, ships and helicopters.
On the third day of searching, the first 

signs of the jet were found in shallow, aqua 
waters only about 10 miles  from the plane’s 
last known coordinates: a life jacket, an 
emergency exit door. Parts of the jetliner’s 
interior, including an oxygen tank, were 
brought to the nearest town, Pangkalan 
Bun. Another find included a bright blue 
plastic suitcase, completely unscratched.

“I know the plane has crashed, but I 
cannot believe my brother and his family 
are dead,” said Ifan Joko, who lost seven 
relatives, three of them children . “ We still 
pray they are alive.”
SEE JET ON PAGE 11

Wreckage, bodies reveal fate of AirAsia jet

TATAN SYUFLANA/AP

A crew member  prays prior to the start of 
a search operation for the missing AirAsia 
 jet  in Indonesia on Tuesday .



BY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes

 Col. Peter M. Bilodeau, the 
commander of the 52nd Fighter 
Wing at Spangdahlem Air Base, 
Germany, was relieved of com-
mand on Tuesday after less than 
six months on the job because of 
loss of faith and confidence in his 
leadership, U.S. Air Forces in Eu-
rope announced.

Bilodeau, who was removed 
by Lt. Gen. Darryl Roberson, the 
commander of the 3rd Air Force, 
was not relieved for any miscon-
duct or wrongdoing, according to 
USAFE.

“This was not an easy decision to 
make, but I believe it is in the best 
interest of the men and women 
of the 52nd Fighter Wing,” Rob-
erson said. “My primary focus 

remains on motivational mission 
accomplishment, compassionate 

care of air-
men and 
their fami-
lies, and 
the drive 
to con-
stantly im-
prove and 
innovate.”

Rober-
son an-
nounced 
the ap-
pointment 
of Col. Lars 
R. Hubert, 
52nd Fight-
er Wing 
vice com-
mander, 
 as interim 
wing com-
mander 
until a re-
placement 

can assume full-time duties. Hu-
bert has been vice commander 
since July 2013.

As the 3rd Air Force and 17th 
Expeditionary Air Force com-
mander, Roberson oversees 10 
wings in Europe and one air ex-
peditionary wing within USAFE.

The 52nd Fighter Wing in-
cludes more than 5,500 military 
and civilian personnel who help 

maintain and deploy the unit’s 
F-16 fighters and other military 
hardware.

The past year has been a busy 
one for the wing, which has been 
a part of U.S. European Com-
mand’s efforts to reassure allies 
in eastern Europe in the wake of 
Russian aggression in Ukraine. 
For example, the 52nd has in-
creased rotational missions in 
Poland as part of EUCOM’s push 
to bolster the military presence 
in the region.

Bilodeau, a Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross recipient, flew F-16s 
at Spangdahlem for nearly three 
years in the late 1990s, when he 
served as an instructor pilot and 
assistant chief of weapons for the 

23rd Fighter Squadron. Upon
assuming command in July, Bi-
lodeau shared his leadership style
with the airmen who would serve
under him.

“If you were looking for pas-
sive leadership, then you chose
the wrong person,” Bilodeau said
at the time.

“[I]f you want to understand
my leadership style, it would be, 
‘If it’s based on increasing com-
bat capability, then you’re doing 
the right thing and keep doing it.’ 
If not, let’s talk and let’s work on 
trying to get better while taking 
care of our airmen and families,” 
he said.
vandiver.john@stripes.com
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“We knew there were two 
things that could mess up 
the wedding. One was the 
weather and the other was 

the president.”
— Natalie Heimel, an Army captain, 

who had to move her wedding 
Sunday away from the 16th hole at 
the Kaneohe Clipper Golf Course at 

Marine Corps Base Hawaii
because the president and his 

friends planned to golf

See story on Page 6 
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Los Angeles Times

The United States launched 
an airstrike against a senior al-
Shabab militia leader in south-
western Somalia on Monday, a 
Pentagon spokesman disclosed.

Rear Adm. John Kirby did not 
name the target of the strike near 
the town of Saakow, northeast of 
the militants’ stronghold of Kis-
mayo, saying only that security 
officials were “assessing the re-
sults of the operation” that would 
be made public when appropriate 
and as details become available.

No civilian casualties were 
known to have resulted from the 
airstrike, Kirby said.

A U.S. airstrike in early Sep-
tember killed al-Shabab’s top 
commander, Ahmed Abdi Go-
dane, as he traveled in a convoy 
south of the government-con-
trolled capital, Mogadishu.

 Godane, 37, was considered re-
sponsible for steering al-Shabab 
into closer alignment with al-
Qaida and its more global, anti-
Western direction after taking 
over the militia in 2008. The 
group had previously focused its 

insurgent operations on Somali 
government forces.

Under Godane’s leadership, al-
Shabab gunmen conducted sum-
mary executions, amputations 
and other extremist acts against 
those who didn’t share their harsh 
interpretation of Islam, alienat-
ing more moderate Somali Mus-
lims and accelerating the flight of 
refugees and asylum seekers. 

Internal resistance to the mi-
litia intensified after al-Shabab 
gunmen blocked Western human-
itarian aid to the country during 
Somalia’s 2011 famine.

Al-Shabab in recent months has 

claimed responsibility for attacks
on neighboring Kenya’s coastal 
tourist resort areas, as well as a
Dec. 3 suicide bombing of a U.N. 
convoy near Mogadishu’s airport.

The militia was also behind the
2013 siege of the upscale Westgate
mall in the Kenyan capital, Nai-
robi, killing at least 67 people.

The airstrike that killed Go-
dane and the attempt on the un-
named militia leader on Monday
demonstrated intensified U.S.
resolve to contain the violent in-
surgency that threatens the U.S.-
allied government in Mogadishu. 

MILITARY

US airstrike targets top militia leader

A photograph of a soldier 
on watch in Afghanistan 
that appeared on the front 
page of Stars and Stripes on 
Dec. 30 was credited incor-
rectly. The photograph was 
taken by Stars and Stripes 
reporter Heath Druzin. 

Correction

Commander relieved 
after 6 months on job 
at Spangdahlem base

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

 Col. Lars Hubert, right, passes a sword to incoming  52nd Fighter 
Wing commander Col. Peter Bilodeau at the  assumption-of-command 
ceremony at Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany, on  July 11 .

‘ This was 
not an easy 
decision to 
make, but I 
believe it is 
in the best 
interest of 
the men and 
women of 
the 52nd 
Fighter 
Wing. ’

Lt. Gen Darryl 
Roberson

3rd Air Force 
commander
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 BY WILLIAM COLE

The Honolulu Star-Advertiser

A government-affiliated pro-
gram that supplies dozens of sci-
entists and other expertise to the 
Joint POW/MIA Accounting Com-
mand is being cut at the same time 
Congress is demanding more re-
coveries and identifications from 
the Hawaii-based organization.

JPAC, as the command is 
known, is one part of a larger 
Defense Department accounting 
effort that has come under in-
tense congressional scrutiny and 
criticism in recent years for not 
making enough recoveries and 
identifications of Americans miss-
ing from past wars.

Now, the 50 Oak Ridge Institute 
for Science and Education fellows 
assisting JPAC are being let go as 
the Pentagon’s accounting effort 
undergoes a wholesale reorgani-
zation. Only about six current or 
new Oak Ridge fellows may be re-
tained, according to the Pentagon.

As one way to produce more 
identifications, a total of 100 dis-
interments of Americans buried 

in Hawaii, the Philippines and 
Europe — many as “unknowns” 
— were proposed for this fiscal 
year, which started Oct. 1, accord-
ing to JPAC. A total of 32 were dis-
interred last year.

“Almost all of these projected 
areas are assigned to ORISE re-
search fellows, all of (whom) are 
subject to termination this FY (fis-
cal year),” JPAC said in a report.

Termination “means an imme-
diate halt to all disinterment re-
search,” the report said.

“Thus, personnel factors risk 
grinding the disinterment proj-
ect, and related identifications, to 
a halt,” said JPAC, which inves-
tigates, recovers and identifies 
missing American service mem-
bers from past conflicts.

JPAC’s headquarters and 
main lab are at Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam.

Carrie Brown, an Oak Ridge 
research fellow at JPAC’s satellite 
lab at Offutt Air Force Base in Ne-
braska, said she was given about 
a month’s notice that her contract 
wouldn’t be renewed on Dec. 1.

“We’ve been constantly told, 
‘The decision hasn’t been made, 
the decision hasn’t been made’ ” 
about keeping the fellows, Brown 
said. “The decision has been made 
by inaction.”

She said she and her husband, 
who is getting out of the Marine 
Corps, moved to Nebraska for the 
JPAC job and bought a house. Now 
their future is uncertain, the 32-
year-old said.

“They are destroying a world-
class workforce when their mes-
sage is they want to retain a 
world-class workforce,” Brown 
said.

A Pentagon group called the 
Personnel Accounting Consolida-
tion Task Force is guiding the re-
organization and making the Oak 
Ridge fellowship decisions.

Navy Cmdr. Amy Derrick-Frost, 
a Pentagon spokeswoman, said in 
an email that the Defense Depart-
ment is “reviewing the fellowship 
program.”

“There has been no decision 
to eliminate or keep ORISE as 
the single fellowship source,” she 
said. “We continue to explore a 

number of options to meet valid 
requirements, and any decision 
will be based on the government’s 
requirements.”

Why the Pentagon wants to 
cut the Oak Ridge program so 
severely is not clear. Of 87 iden-
tifications of formerly missing 
service members made in fiscal 
2014, which ended in September, 
48 were attributed to Oak Ridge 
involvement.

Derrick-Frost was asked about 
the claim that the loss of the Oak 
Ridge fellows would have a crip-
pling effect on identifications, 
including a novel approach of com-
paring old chest X-rays with clav-
icle bones to identify Korean War 
veterans buried as “unknowns.”

“The Department of Defense 
has a world-class staff of govern-
ment scientists, researchers and 
fellows who will continue to sup-
port the agency’s mission of the 
fullest possible accounting for 
missing personnel, including via 
exhumation and clavicle ID ef-
forts,” Derrick-Frost said.

 The change comes as the long-

time scientific director of the
Central Identification Laboratory 
within JPAC, Tom Holland, was
removed. Most of the Oak Ridge 
fellows, who work as forensic an-
thropologists, historians, archi-
vists, archaeologists and in other
fields, work in the Hawaii lab.

“The lab is systematically being
destroyed,” said Frank Metersky,
a former Marine and Korean War 
veteran who has been active in the
MIA issue for 25 years.

Meanwhile, a new $85 million
lab and headquarters for JPAC at
Hickam that was supposed to be 
completed in late 2013 now won’t
be occupied until summer 2015
because “C4I” (command, con-
trol, communications, computers
and intelligence) is still being in-
stalled, the Pentagon said. 

The Defense Department’s ef-
forts at accounting reform fol-
low a series of embarrassing and
damning revelations in reports 
and testimony before Congress 
concerning failures in the over-
all effort to identify missing war
dead. 

MILITARY

JPAC experts cut as command struggles to meet its goals

BY MATT MILLHAM

Stars and Stripes

 KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger-
many — Dozens of airmen in Ger-
many, Spain and Belgium could 
lose at least part of their housing 
allowances in the coming weeks 
for failing to verify information 
about their dependents, and many 
more could be affected around the 
globe.

A spokesman for the 86th Airlift 
Wing based at Ramstein Air Base 
said the organization is making 
every effort to contact some 75 
airmen under its supervision who 
haven’t updated their dependent 
information. 

The Air Force in April gave air-
men until Dec. 31 to provide that 
data or risk losing hundreds of 
dollars a month in housing and 
utility benefits. The service has 
been trying  to bring its massive 
housing allowance program into 
compliance with federal law.

The service wide sweep will 
ensure the Air Force isn’t paying 
too much or too little for off-base 
housing, a program  that costs the 
service roughly $5.4 billion annu-
ally. The recertification is part of 
a requirement in a 2010 defense 
authorization bill  that will make 
it possible to audit the Air Force’s 
expenditures.

The dependent recertification 
targets personnel who are re-
ceiving higher rates for rent and 
utilities  because of dependent 
information they previously pro-
vided to the Air Force.

Airmen receiving housing al-
lowances at the higher,  dependent 
rate  will have their allowances 
knocked down to the lower,  single  
rate if they don’t recertify their 
dependent information. That 
could mean a reduction of more 
than $400 a month for a technical 
sergeant based at Ramstein and 
a loss of more than $300 a month 
for someone of the same rank sta-
tioned at Eglin Air Force Base in 
Florida.

Roughly 5,500 personnel under 
the 86th claim dependents and 
more than 98 percent have gone 
through the validation, accord-
ing to Maj. Tony Wickman, a unit 
spokesman. Of the small num-
ber who have yet to update their 
information, eight are based at 
Ramstein,  Wickman said, while 
the rest are at other bases or sta-
tions, such as embassies. If any of 
the 75 are deployed, their allow-
ances shouldn’t be affected .

Those who don’t re validate 
their information by the dead-
line, and don’t have a good excuse, 
could face stiff penalties for their 
inaction. Two months after the 
deadline, the Air Force will  cut of-
fenders’ housing allowances to the 
single rate at the location where 
they last validated their dependent 
information. That could mean 
reducing an overseas airman’s 
housing allowance to a much less 
generous stateside rate, Wickman 
said.
millham.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @mattmillham

 BY CAROL ROSENBERG

The Miami Herald 

GUANTANAMO NAVY BASE, 
Cuba — This base with the most 
expensive prison on earth is get-
ting one of the world’s priciest 
schools — a $65 million building 
with classroom space for, at most, 
275 kindergarten through high 
school students.

 That’s nearly a quarter-mil-
lion-dollars per school child. 
In Miami-Dade County, a new 
school costs perhaps $30,000 per 
student.

Congress recently allocated 
the funds for the new W.T. Samp-
son School to put the children 
of American sailors stationed 
here under one roof. It will meet 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
standards, have a proper public 
address system, computer and 
science labs, art and music rooms, 
a playground, cafeteria and gym - 
just like any new school anywhere 
in America.

But the investment also illus-

trates the Pentagon’s intent to 
keep this base open even if Presi-
dent Barack Obama manages 
to move out the last 132 war-on-
terrorism captives and close the 
prison run by 2,000 or more tem-
porary troops and contractors.

And it offers a lesson on the 
cost of doing business  on Cuba’s 
southeastern tip where under the 
U.S. trade embargo all business 
is conducted independent of the 
local economy.

Guantanamo’s costs are so 
much higher “because all materi-
als must be barged to the island, 
and the construction contractor’s 
crews must live on site for the 
duration of construction,” said 
Cindy Gibson, spokeswoman for 
the unit that runs the Department 
of Defense schools.

In Florida, it typically costs 
$20,000 to $30,000 per student to 
build a school, according to Jaime 
Torrens, chief facilities officer 
for Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools. But South Florida has a 
“competitive environment where 

labor is readily available, materi-
als are readily available.”  

Guantanamo Bay may be best
known for its prison separated 
from the rest of the island by a
Cuban minefield. But this 45-
square-mile U.S. Navy base, 
leased from Cuba for $4,085 a
year that Havana won’t accept,
functions like a small town of 
6,000 residents.

Sailors and civilians on long-
term contracts run the airport,
seaport, public works division 
and a small community hospital. 
They bring their families and
belongings, get suburban-style 
homes, scuba dive in the Carib-
bean — and send their children to
two U.S. government schools that
are nearer to the base McDon-
ald’s and bowling alley than the
Detention Center Zone.

This year, there are 243 stu-
dents — 164 at the elementary
school and the rest at a separate
building for middle and high
school students .

Airmen in Europe
face loss of some
housing allowance

 CAROL ROSENBERG, MIAMI HERALD/TNS

  W.T. Sampson High School  at Guantanamo Navy Base, Cuba, is to be demolished once the Defense 
Department builds a new $65 million, 275-pupil K-12 facility.  

$65M school slated for Gitmo
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Once again the U.S. is engaged 
in combat in Iraq — not by sol-
diers on the ground but by pilots 
in the sky. And the Pentagon is 
putting “boots on the ground” to 
retrain and advise Iraqi soldiers 
how to fight a new menace: the 
Islamic State militants who have 
their roots in the Iraq insurgency 
that U.S. troops fought from 2003 
to 2011.

Once again there are worsening 
crises demanding U.S. military 
intervention, including in Syria. 
Four months after his speech 
at the U.S. Military Academy, 
Obama authorized American pi-
lots, joined by Arab allies, to begin 
bombing Islamic State targets in 
Syria, with the aim of undermin-
ing the group’s base and weaken-
ing its grip in Iraq.

Once again the U.S. is on a path 
that could expand or prolong its 
military role in Afghanistan. The 
U.S. combat role there ends Dec. 
31, but Obama has authorized re-
maining U.S. troops to attack the 
Taliban if they pose a threat to 
U.S. military personnel who will 
continue training Afghan secu-
rity forces for at least the next two 
years.

At his final news conference of 
2014, Obama spoke just 18 words 
on Afghanistan, saying, “In less 
than two weeks, after more than 
13 years, our combat mission in 
Afghanistan will be over.”

As of Dec. 16, a total of 2,215 
U.S. troops had died in Afghani-
stan and 19,945 had been wound-
ed. In Iraq, 4,491 died and 32,244 
were wounded.

Changes in military
The wars produced far-reaching 

changes in how the military oper-
ates. Among the most significant: 
the frequent use of elite Special 
Operations forces, including the 
highly secretive Navy SEALs and 
the Army Delta force. The high 
pace of their counterterrorism op-
erations in both Iraq and Afghani-
stan, and occasionally elsewhere 
in the Middle East, has given the 
president a more finely tuned tool 
of military power.

Shortly before the 2003 invasion 
of Iraq, Obama, then an Illinois 
state senator, called it a “dumb 
war.” He warned of unforeseen 
costs and consequences, arguing 
that President George W. Bush 
would be smarter to finish what 
he started in Afghanistan.

Obama’s promise to end the war 
in Iraq was a key to winning the 
White House in 2008. He delivered 
on that promise, but the war was 
not really over. Events conspired 
to pull Obama back in. In January 
2014 the Islamic State seized the 
Sunni city of Fallujah, scene of the 
bloodiest fighting of the U.S. war a 
decade earlier.

The military expanded its of-

fensive in June, sweeping across 
much of northern Iraq and cap-
turing key cities, including Mosul. 
Whole divisions of the Iraqi army 
folded, abandoning tanks and 
other American-supplied war 
equipment to the militants. That 
was not just a boon to the militants. 
It was a blow to U.S. prestige.

Suddenly, inexplicably, Bagh-
dad seemed within the Islamic 
State’s reach.

Two months later Obama gave 
the go-ahead for U.S. airstrikes in 
Iraq. He ruled out sending ground 
combat forces, but at some point 
next year he may face yet another 
tough choice: whether to allow 
U.S. military advisers to accom-
pany Iraqi ground forces as they 
launch major counteroffensives, 
including an expected push to re-
take Mosul. Up to now, U.S. advis-
ers have been coordinating with 
Iraqi forces from a safer distance.

Gen. Martin Dempsey, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
repeatedly has said he will rec-
ommend ground combat troops if 
necessary.

War authorization
As Obama approaches the end 

of his sixth year in office he awaits 
Congress’ formal endorsement of 
his new war against Islamic State. 
The administration wants a legal 
basis for the war, known as an 
authorization for use of military 
force, rather than continuing to 
rely on a congressional resolu-
tion granted after 9/11 to justify 
the invasion of Afghanistan, wage 
war in Iraq and pursue al-Qaida 
elsewhere.

Obama has not shied away from 
using limited military force in 
other places, such as Pakistan, 

Yemen and Somalia, when he de-
cided that terrorists there threat-
ened the U.S. Just weeks ago he
authorized a U.S. commando raid 
in Yemen to rescue a U.S. civilian 
held hostage by al-Qaida’s affiliate 
there. The hostage, Luke Somers,
was shot just as the commandos 
arrived and died of his wounds in 
U.S. custody.

Obama insists he has kept his
word to end America’s big wars,
the occupations and nation-build-
ing efforts that began with such
promise in both Afghanistan and
Iraq but ultimately defied U.S.
hopes for clear victories. In his 
speech Dec. 15 at Fort Dix, N.J., 
Obama said 90 percent of the
troops that were deployed to war
zones when he took office are now
home.

“The time of deploying large
numbers of ground forces with big 
military footprints to engage in
nation-building overseas — that’s
coming to an end,” he said. “Going
forward, our military will be 
leaner” but ready for “a range of 
missions.”

This era of U.S. wars began in 
Afghanistan. On Oct. 7, 2001, less
than a month after teams of ter-
rorists hijacked U.S. airliners and
flew them into the World Trade 
Center in New York and the Pen-
tagon, America invaded Afghani-
stan to root out al-Qaida and topple
its host, the Taliban.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 

War: Events draw US back on path toward an expanded role in Afghanistan
MILITARY

 SUSAN WALSH/AP

President Barack Obama 
 deliver s the commencement 
address at the U.S. Military 
Academy  in West Point, N.Y., in 
May.  Obama  told the graduates, 
“You are the first class to 
graduate since 9/11 who may 
not be sent into combat in Iraq 
or Afghanistan .”
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Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, 
deliberately kept U.S. troops levels low, 
hoping a new Washington-friendly Afghan 
government under President Hamid Kar-
zai would quickly take control and allow 
the U.S. to move on. In February 2002 
there were only 2,500 American troops in 
Afghanistan.

In 2003 the U.S. tried to move on. It 
turned its attention to Iraq, launching an 
invasion that swiftly toppled President 
Saddam Hussein but created a security 
vacuum and sectarian division. A deadly 
insurgency followed.

A Taliban comeback
Meanwhile, in Afghanistan the Taliban 

mounted a comeback no one in Washing-
ton seemed to see coming, turning the war 
there into the longest in American history. 
By summer 2006, Rumsfeld got a whiff of 
Karzai’s concern about the Taliban’s grow-
ing threat. A reporter asked Karzai if he 
was asking for more U.S. troops.

“Yes, much more,” Karzai replied. “And 
we’ll keep asking for more. And we will 
never stop asking.”

By the time Obama took office in Janu-
ary 2009, the U.S. had 34,400 troops in Af-
ghanistan, according to Pentagon records. 
He tripled the total, to 100,000, in 2010 in a 
bid to turn the tide and defeat the Taliban. 
That aim was never achieved; the Taliban 
took a heavy pounding in 2010-11, but it re-
mains a force to be reckoned with, in part 
because of sanctuaries it enjoys across the 
border in Pakistan.

The number of U.S. troops in Afghani-
stan has dropped to a bit more than 11,000 
from about 38,500 in January. Obama’s 
original plan was to go down to 9,800 by the 
end of this year and limit forces to advising 

the Afghans and only fighting al-Qaida, not 
the Taliban. That plan, too, has changed.

About 1,000 additional U.S. troops will 
remain in Afghanistan for a few months 
to fill in for other coalition forces that 
Washington hopes will arrive by spring. 
The U.S. will continue to target Taliban 
insurgents who threaten either Afghans or 

Americans.
“The recent wave of Taliban attacks has 

made clear that the international com-
munity must not waiver in its support for 
a stable, secure and prosperous Afghani-
stan,” Chuck Hagel said this month dur-
ing his last visit to Afghanistan as defense 
secretary.

When Obama announced what was 
dubbed “the surge” of extra troops in 2009, 
he also said he would start bringing some 
U.S. troops home in July 2011.

Obama was trying to telegraph to war 
opponents — and Afghans as well — that 
America’s commitment was not open-
ended. But critics argued the two-pronged 
statement essentially gave the Taliban a 
heads-up about when U.S. forces would be 
leaving, allowing them to simply wait.

The tens of thousands of extra troops 
streamed into Afghanistan, where they 
soon opened a major offensive in the south 
in places like Marjah, a booby-trapped, 
mud-brick city in Helmand province where 
Marines encountered death at every cor-
ner. The city was a Taliban hub and base 
for their lucrative opium trade. The fight 
in Marjah was the run-up to a larger show-
down in 2010 in neighboring Kandahar 
province, the birthplace of the Taliban.

The game plan behind the double offen-
sive was to flood the area with troops, rout 
the militants and rush in new governance, 
development projects and security to win 
the loyalty of Afghans living in the Taliban 
strongholds. The results of the counterin-
surgent strategy have been mixed.

‘The transition point’
The strategy also involved a plan for in-

ternational forces to train and equip the 
Afghan forces so they could eventually se-
cure their own homeland. That milestone, 

which gained little attention, was reached
in June 2013.

“That was really the transition point,” 
said Jarrett Blanc, deputy special repre-
sentative for Afghanistan and Pakistan at
the State Department. “And the fact that
there hasn’t been the sort of catastrophic 
effects that some people might have feared,
I think, is an indication that the strategy of
standing the Afghan forces up and helping
them fight their own fight is working.”

The war slogged on through 2013 as
the Pentagon moved tens of thousands of 
heavy armored vehicles out of the country, 
packing and shipping tons of gear and clos-
ing bases.

Amid the pullout, U.S.-Afghan relations 
sank to a new low. Karzai refused to sign a
bilateral security agreement that would set
the legal parameters for the residual force
to stay in Afghanistan.

The White House is hoping for better re-
lations with Afghanistan now that Karzai
has left office. Securing new leadership for
the country, however, wasn’t easy.

The presidential election in April and a
runoff in June were so divisive and riddled
with fraud that fears rose that the country
was unraveling. Eventually, the two candi-
dates agreed to run the country together
with Ashraf Ghani as president and Abdul-
lah Abdullah as chief executive. The new
government, which took office in Septem-
ber, has pledged to institute reforms in the
government and the military.

Ghani longs for an Afghanistan where a
grandfather can safely take a walk with his 
granddaughter, or a young student can go
to school confident of not being blown up.

“What we strive for is normalcy,” he 
said.

His hope is hinged on the unanswered 
question of whether the Afghan forces will 
be up to the job. 

MILITARY

 MASSOUD HOSSAINI/AP

Gen. John Campbell, commander of the 
International Security Assistance Force, 
opens the “Resolute Support” flag during 
a ceremony at the ISAF headquarters in 
Kabul, Afghanistan, on Sunday . 



 The Associated Press

HONOLULU  — An Army cou-
ple getting married near Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s vacation 
spot in Hawaii learned the hard 
way that the big day rarely goes 
exactly as planned.

Natalie Heimel and Edward 
Mallue Jr. — both Army cap-
tains stationed in Hawaii — were 
scheduled to tie the knot Sunday 
at Kaneohe Klipper Golf Course, 
a military course with ocean 
views near Obama’s rented vaca-
tion home in Kailua.

But after their rehearsal Sat-
urday, they were told they’d have 
to move their wedding away from 
the 16th hole because Obama 
and his friends planned to golf, 
Heimel’s sister, Christie McCon-
nell, told The Associated Press.

“They’re both pretty even-tem-
pered and planners,” McConnell 
said of the couple, who met in 2011 
while stationed in Germany. “I’m 
sure it was a little bit of stress, but 
they seemed fine.”

The ceremony relocated to an-
other part of the course that of-
fered better views than the 16th 
hole, she said, adding that some 
guests even caught a glimpse of 
Obama as he golfed.

After the ceremony was done 
and members of the bridal party 
were taking photos, Mallue got 
a call from the wedding planner 
asking permission to give the 

president his cellphone number, 
said McConnell, a bridesmaid. 
Then, Obama called and Mallue 
put the call on speakerphone.

“We all hovered around, all ex-
cited, listening,” McConnell said. 
Obama asked how long they had 
been “going out,” chatted about 
golf and apologized for disrupting 

their plans. “He was really funny 
and nice on the phone.”

The newlyweds said they 
weren’t angry with Obama.

“We knew there were two 
things that could mess up the 
wedding. One was the weather 
and the other was the president,” 
the bride told NBC News in an in-

terview. “I’m sure that his staff-
ers didn’t let him know there was 
a wedding.”

On Monday, Obama was back 
on the green, this time at a pri-
vate course a few miles away. 
Putting on the 18th hole, Obama 
offered a few compliments to his 
golf partners before attempting 

a chip shot as the sun set behind 
him over the Koolau Mountains.

Asked if he could have beaten
the president on the course, Mal-
lue paused briefly and then said, 
laughingly, “Probably.”

Typically, when Obama is in-
volved in recreational activities 
like golf or hiking, the events
are considered “unofficial” and
not announced beforehand on 
his public schedule. Keeping the
events a secret until they take 
place allows the Secret Service
to minimize the costs and disrup-
tion involved in securing a loca-
tion for Obama’s arrival, but it 
also makes it harder for the pub-
lic to anticipate when a presiden-
tial visit might throw a wrench in
their plans.

In this case, the White House
didn’t know in advance that the
couple was being told they had 
to relocate, said a person famil-
iar with the chain of events, who 
wasn’t authorized to be identified
publicly and requested anonym-
ity. The White House declined to
comment on the record.

This isn’t the first time Obama
has faced questions about the
timing of his frequent golf out-
ings. In August, Obama golfed
on Martha’s Vineyard just after
speaking to the nation on the Is-
lamic State’s beheading of U.S.
journalist James Foley. Obama
later conceded he “should have 
anticipated the optics.” 
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PACIFIC

BY ASHLEY ROWLAND

Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — A chaplain who 
was posthumously awarded the highest 
U.S. military honor for refusing to abandon 
troops during combat has finally been rec-
ognized with a monument in the country 
where he died more than six decades ago.

The dark  granite stone, erected by U.S. 
Army Garrison Daegu in front of the 
Camp Walker chapel, includes an image of 
Capt. Emil Kapaun supporting an injured 
soldier and the inscription, “He paid the 
ultimate sacrifice and consecrated the soul 
of Korea.” The monument, about  4 feet tall, 
was unveiled  Dec. 19.

It’s the first memorial on the Korean 
Peninsula for Kapaun, who died in a pris-
oner of war camp in May 1951 after being 
captured at Unsan the previous November. 
Although U.S. forces were surrounded and 
ordered to evacuate, the Roman Catholic 
priest stayed behind to comfort the wound-
ed despite the certainty of capture, and 

made rounds even as hand-to-hand com-
bat broke out between U.S. and Chinese 
troops.

“We need inspiration and motivation 
to continue to serve the country,” deputy 
garrison chaplain Maj. Moon Kim said of 
Kapaun’s legacy. “People get easily dis-
couraged or demotivated. But we see those 
forefathers who’ve gone before us and died, 
and they inspire us.”

The chaplain, a native of Pilsen, Kan., 
was awarded the Medal of Honor in April 
2013.

“This is the valor we honor today,” 
President Barack Obama said during the 
award ceremony. “An American soldier 
who didn’t fire a gun, but who wielded 
the mightiest weapon of all: a love for his 
brothers so pure that he is willing to die so 
that they might live.”

After being captured, Kapaun pushed 
aside a Chinese soldier who was about to 
execute a U.S. soldier, saving his life, ac-
cording to the Congressional Medal of 
Honor Society. Before contracting dysen-

tery and pneumonia and suffering from a 
blood clot in his leg, Kapaun ministered to 
other soldiers in the POW camp.

Kim said few South Koreans know 
Kapaun’s story, though some American 
troops have heard of him through spots on 
the American Forces Network or seen his 
picture in the Camp Walker chapel.

Kapaun Barracks and Kapaun Chapel 
in Kaiserslautern were named after the 
chaplain in 1955. Both have since been 
transferred to the Air Force and the base 
renamed Kapaun Air Station. A bust of the 
chaplain is located outside the chapel.

Kapaun, whose body is believed to be 
buried in a mass grave, is being considered 
by the Vatican for sainthood.

Kim said the priest’s life is an inspira-
tion for military chaplains, “especially 
when we deploy or go to other places.”

“He gave his life,” he said, so Kapaun is 
a motivation “to not complain, to do your 
best. We all need those kinds of heroes.”
rowland.ashley@stripes.com  

 KEAO SUNAOKA, KEAO’S PHOTOGRAPHY/AP

 Natalie Heimel, second from left, and Edward Mallue Jr., third from left, both  Army captains stationed in 
Hawaii, react  with their wedding party after getting a phone call from President Barack Obama during 
their ceremony at Kaneohe Klipper Golf Course in Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii. 

Courtesy of U.S. Army Garrison Daegu

 A monument to Capt. Emil Kapaun, an 
Army chaplain who was awarded the 
Medal of Honor in 2013 for refusing to 
abandon U.S. forces during the Korean 
War, was unveiled at Camp Walker, South 
Korea, on Dec. 19 . The monument is the 
first for Kapaun on the Korean Peninsula.

Memorial honors Korean War chaplain
Medal of Honor recipient who refused to abandon troops remembered at ceremony as hero

Obama golf game forces Army couple to move wedding
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 BY JONATHAN LEMIRE

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — New York City 
Mayor Bill de Blasio received 
some boos and heckles Monday at 
a police graduation ceremony, the 
latest chapter in his tension-filled 
relationship with the nation’s larg-
est police force.

The rift between de Blasio and 
much of the rank and file has 
grown considerably in recent 
weeks, and the leaders of the po-
lice union have blamed the mayor 
for fostering an anti-NYPD atmo-
sphere they believe contributed 
to the ambush slayings of two of-
ficers earlier this month.

Twice in a week — including 
at the funeral for one of the offi-
cers — some officers turned their 
backs to de Blasio, adding an air 
of acrimony to the normally cel-
ebratory graduation ceremonies, 
which were held Monday morning 
at Madison Square Garden.

The 884 new police officers sat 
stoically in their seats when de 
Blasio was introduced to speak, 
and many in the audience tepidly 
cheered. But boos could be heard 
from some in the crowd in the 
seats reserved for cadets’ family 
and friends.

About a dozen or so people in 
the stands stood with their backs 
turned to de Blasio, emulating the 
searing pose of disrespect that 
hundreds of officers struck at Of-
ficer Rafael Ramos’ funeral on 
Saturday. Some appeared to be in 
uniform, but it was unclear if they 
were members of the New York 
Police Department.

De Blasio, a Democrat elected 
last year on the promises of keep-
ing crime low while reforming the 
NYPD, effusively praised the new 
officers.

“It takes a special kind of per-
son to put their lives on the line 
for others — to stare down the 
danger,” he said, “because that’s 
what you will do. You will stare 
down the danger. You will keep 
the peace.”

He continued: “You will con-
front all the problems that plague 

our society — problems that you 
didn’t create.”

But as he drew a breath to con-
tinue, a shout could be heard from 
the crowd: “You did!”

That heckle was met with laugh-
ter and some applause from the 
crowd and briefly flustered de 
Blasio, who had been speaking at a 
quicker-than-normal pace, seem-
ingly to eliminate any pauses that 
could have been filled with boos.

But he continued praising the 
officers and received polite ap-
plause when he finished speaking, 
though the cheers were not as loud 
as the ones that followed for Police 
Commissioner William Bratton. 
The ceremony also included sev-
eral tributes to the fallen officers, 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

De Blasio departed the arena 
without taking questions.

He is not the first mayor to be 

booed at a NYPD graduation. Both 
Rudolph Giuliani and Michael 
Bloomberg, who were largely pro-
police, received some jeers during 
the midst of contract negotiations 
with the police unions.

But de Blasio’s relations with 
the police are particularly peril-
ous. The rhetoric from the unions 
— which are again seeking a new 
contract — heated up after a Stat-
en Island grand jury declined to 
indict a white police officer in the 
chokehold death of Eric Garner, 
who was black.

 In an effort to clear the air, de 
Blasio and Bratton will meet with 
union leaders and other members 
of the NYPD senior leadership on 
Tuesday, administration officials 
announced.

Earlier Monday, de Blasio over-
saw a swearing-in ceremony for 
probationary firefighters. There 
were no overt signs of protest. 

NATION

 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The num-
ber of law enforcement officers 
killed by firearms jumped by 56 
percent this year and included 15 
ambush deaths. But gun-related 
police deaths still remain far 
below historic highs and lower 
than the average annual figures 
in the past decade, according to a 
report released Tuesday.

The annual report by the non-
profit National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial Fund found 
that 50 officers were killed by 
guns this year. That’s far higher 
than the 32 such deaths last year 
but the same as 2012 figures.

In 2011, 73 officers were killed 
in gunfire, the most in any year 
in the past decade. The average 
since 2004 is 55 police deaths 
annually.

In all, the report found that 126 
federal, local, tribal and territori-
al officers were killed in the line 
of duty in 2014. That’s a 24 percent 
jump from last year’s 102 on-duty 

deaths, though below the average
annual figures since 2004 and the 
all-time high of 156 in 1973, said
Steve Groeninger, a spokesman
for the memorial fund.

Of the 126 officer deaths this
year, shootings were the leading
cause, followed by traffic-related
fatalities, at 49.

This year’s increase in gun-
related deaths among officers
followed a dramatic dip in 2013,
when the figure fell to levels not
seen since the 19th century.  

The uptick comes amid in-
creased tension between police 
and the public following the high-
profile deaths of unarmed black
men by white police officers, 
including that of Eric Garner in
New York and Mike Brown in
Ferguson, Mo.

The states that saw the most
officer deaths were California, at
14; Texas, at 11; and New York,
at nine. Florida followed with six
deaths, and Georgia had five, ac-
cording to the report. 

 The Associated Press

GUILDERLAND, N.Y. — A 
New York man featured in an As-
sociated Press account of veterans 
coping with trauma through song-
writing was found dead on Sun-
day, the same day the story was 
published.

Guilderland police Capt. Cur-
tis Cox said Monday the cause of 
Adan Olid’s death was under inves-
tigation and he had no other infor-
mation about the circumstances, 
including when the  former Marine 
died. Foul play isn’t suspected. An 
autopsy was being done Monday, 
but the cause of death might not 
be known until toxicology results 
are available, Cox said.

In November interviews with 
the AP, Olid, 29, spoke eloquently 
about the feelings he carried after 
close calls and seeing friends 
dying during three tours in Iraq. 
He told of overcoming despair to 

confront the “ghostlike feeling” 
of post-traumatic stress disorder 
after contemplating suicide at the 
rail of the Golden Gate Bridge in 
San Francisco and deciding not to 
jump.

The AP story published Sunday 
was about “Songwriting with Sol-

diers” retreats, in which military 
veterans work with musicians to 
turn anecdotes and raw feelings 
into lyrics and melody. 

The organization behind the 
retreats said in a statement Mon-
day that it was deeply saddened by 
Olid’s death.

“We do know that he found 
great joy in writing his song and 
hearing it performed as well as 
hearing the songs of the other par-
ticipants,” the organization said.  

 AP writer Michael Hill said 
Monday his last contact with Olid 
was early last week. 

“I called Adan two days before 
Christmas to tell him when the 
piece was moving,” Hill said. “He 
was in good spirits and seemed 
enthused, though he had texted 
earlier to say he had called in sick 
to work. We wished each other 
happy holidays, and I promised to 
be in touch.” 

MIKE GROLL/AP

  Veteran Adan Olid attends a 
 soldiers’ songwriting retreat 
in Rensselaerville, N.Y. , in 
November.

Troubled vet in soldier song story found dead

 LOS ANGELES — Two men 
opened fire on a police car patrol-
ling a tough part of Los Angeles, 
but the two officers inside were 
not injured and one was able to 
shoot back, authorities said. One 
suspect was later arrested and the 
other was on the loose.

The shooting occurred Sunday 
night amid heightened tensions 
over attacks on police elsewhere 
in the country after grand juries 
declined to indict white officers 
in the killings of unarmed black 
men.

Police on Monday hadn’t deter-
mined a motive for the shooting 
in South Los Angeles — an area 
plagued by gang violence — but 
said there were no indications it 

was linked to other attacks on po-
lice in the country.

“It was a completely unprovoked
attack,” LAPD Deputy Chief Bob 
Green said initially. “They were
just driving on the street, and
somebody struck out and tried to
kill two policemen.” Green later
said police were looking into 
whether the officers might have
driven into an ongoing dispute and
were inadvertently fired at.

 Officers arrested one man
shortly after the attack. Christo-
pher Taylor, 18, was booked on 
suspicion of shooting at an occu-
pied vehicle. An hourslong search 
followed for the other man, but he
remained at large. 
From The Associated Press

JOHN MINCHILLO/AP

New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio, right, and New York Police 
Department   Commissioner Bill Bratton  stand on stage during a New 
York Police Academy graduation ceremony on Monday .

Some boos greet mayor at NYPD graduation
Report says firearm-related 
police deaths jumped in 2014

Two men open fire on police patrol car  in LA
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 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — In a rev-
elation that could put a crimp in 
Republican efforts to reach out to 
minorities in 2016, House Majority 
Whip Steve Scalise has acknowl-
edged that he once addressed a 
gathering of white supremacists, 
though his office denies any as-
sociation with the group’s social 
views.

Scalise, the chamber’s third-
ranking Republican, served in the 
Louisiana Legislature when he 
appeared in 2002 at a convention 
of the European-American Unity 
and Rights Organization. Former 
Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke 
founded the group, which the 
Southern Poverty Law Center has 
classified as a hate group.

The Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee criticized 
Scalise in a statement on Tuesday 
and questioned why the GOP lead-
ership has remained silent.

“Steve Scalise chose to cheer-
lead for a group of KKK members 
and neo-Nazis at a white suprema-
cist rally and now his fellow House 
Republican Leaders can’t even 
speak up and say he was wrong,” 
DCCC national press secretary 
Josh Schwerin said.

In a written statement on Mon-
day, Scalise aide Moira Bagley 
Smith confirmed that Scalise ad-
dressed the group as it gathered at 
a New Orleans-area hotel near the 
neighborhoods that both Scalise 
and Duke represented during sep-
arate stints as state lawmakers.

Smith said in her statement 
that Scalise  spoke only to rally 

support for 
conservative 
fiscal poli-
cies in Loui-
siana, not to 
endorse the 
mission and 
views of his 
audience. 
Smith’s state-
ment came 
after a liber-
al Louisiana 

blogger, Lamar White Jr., first re-
ported the 12-year-old story using 
online postings from members.

“Throughout his career in pub-
lic service, Mr. Scalise has spoken 
to hundreds of different groups 
with a broad range of viewpoints,” 
Smith wrote. “In every case, he 
was building support for his poli-
cies, not the other way around. In 
2002, he made himself available to 
anyone who wanted to hear his” 
legislative agenda.

“He has never been affiliated 
with the abhorrent group in ques-
tion,” the statement continued. 
“The hate-fueled ignorance and 
intolerance that group projects is 
in stark contradiction to what Mr. 
Scalise believes and practices as 
a father, a husband and a devoted 
Catholic.”

Scalise said in a telephone in-
terview with NOLA.com\The 
Times-Picayune on Monday that 
he “didn’t know who all of these 
groups were and I detest any kind 
of hate group. For anyone to sug-
gest that I was involved with a 
group like that is insulting and 
ludicrous.” 

 The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — After pleading 
guilty to tax evasion last week, 
U.S. Rep. Michael Grimm vowed 
to stay in Congress as long as he 
could. The New York Republican 
now plans to resign, saying he 
cannot give the job his full atten-
tion anymore.

Grimm issued a statement late 
Monday saying he will resign ef-
fective Jan. 5.

“The events which led to this 
day did not break my spirit, nor 
the will of the voters,” he said. 
“However, I do not believe that I 
can continue to be 100 percent ef-
fective in the next Congress, and 
therefore, out of respect for the 
office and the people I so proudly 
represent, it is time for me to start 
the next chapter of my life.”

Grimm’s guilty plea last week 
to aiding in the filing of a false 
tax return came after he was re-
elected to his Staten Island seat 
in November, even though he was 
under indictment.

Grimm reportedly talked with 
House Speaker John Boehner, 
R-Ohio, before deciding to step 
down. Boehner has forced other 
lawmakers to resign for lesser 
offenses.

Boehner has not discussed 
Grimm’s future publicly. Boeh-
ner spokesman Michael Steel said 
in an email, “We do not discuss 
private conversations the speaker 
has with members.”

The new 
Congress is 
scheduled 
to open 
Jan. 6, and 
Grimm’s 
presence 
would have 
been a dis-
traction for 
Republi-
cans who 
will control 

both the House and the Senate.
House Minority Leader Nancy 

Pelosi, D-Calif., and the Demo-
cratic National Committee had 
called on Grimm to resign.

A former Marine and FBI agent 

with support from former New
York City Mayor Rudolph Giu-
liani, Grimm was elected to Con-
gress in 2010, scoring an upset
win over first-term Democratic 
Rep. Michael McMahon.

According to an indictment, 
the tax fraud began in 2007 after
Grimm retired from the FBI
and began investing in a small
Manhattan restaurant called 
Healthalicious.

The indictment accused him
of underreporting more than $1 
million in wages and receipts to 
evade payroll, income and sales
taxes, partly by paying immi-
grant workers, some of them in 
the country illegally, in cash. 

House GOP official addressed supremacists
NY congressman resigning after conviction

Grimm

Scalise
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 The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif.  — Sixteen state
firefighters were placed on paid adminis-
trative leave Monday for unrelated policy
violations that grew out of an investigation
into allegations of firefighters having sex on
fire trucks, officials said.

The investigation began in May after fire
academy instructor and battalion chief Or-
ville Fleming was charged with murder in
the death of a former escort who became
his girlfriend.

Fleming’s estranged wife told Sacra-
mento County sheriff’s investigators and
reporters then that she had viewed a video
showing the victim, Sarah June Douglas,
26, having sex with her husband and other
firefighters on firetrucks.

“The investigation has already deter-
mined that allegations of a sex tape are
unfounded,” California Department of For-
estry and Fire Protection spokeswoman
Janet Upton said. Nor was there any use of 
prostitutes or other improper sexual activ-
ity on state time or equipment, she said.

Sacramento County deputies also previ-
ously said they never found a video, but Cal-
Fire asked the California Highway Patrol to
investigate because of the seriousness of the
allegations. The formal results of the inves-
tigation are expected early next month.

Upton said the firefighters were placed 
on paid leave on suspicion of “a variety of 
policy violations unrelated to allegations 
of a sex tape.” Further details were not
disclosed.

The majority of the employees are or 
were full-time instructors at the depart-
ment’s fire academy in Ione, where Flem-
ing worked . 

 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — The cost of being un-
insured in America is going up significantly 
next year for millions of people.

It’s the first year all taxpayers have to 
report to the Internal Revenue Service 
whether they had health insurance for the 
previous year, as required under  the Af-
fordable Care Act. Those who were unin-
sured face fines unless they qualify for one 
of about 30 exemptions, most of which in-
volve financial hardships.

Dayna Dayson, of Phoenix, estimates that 
she’ll have to pay the tax man $290 when she 
files her federal return. Dayson, who’s in her 
early 30s, works in marketing and doesn’t 
have a lot left over each month after hous-
ing, transportation and other fixed costs. 
She’d like health insurance but she couldn’t 
afford it in 2014, as required by the law.

“It’s touted as this amazing thing, but 
right now, for me, it doesn’t fit into my bud-
get,” she said. 

Going without health insurance has al-
ways involved financial risks. You could 
have an accident and end up with thousands 
of dollars in medical bills. Now, you may also 
get fined. In a decision that allowed Obama’s 
law to advance, the Supreme Court ruled in 
2012 that the coverage requirement and its 
accompanying fines were a constitutionally 
valid exercise of Congress’ authority to tax.

In 2015, all taxpayers have to report to 
the IRS on their health insurance status the 

previous year. Most will check a box. It’s 
also when the IRS starts collecting fines 
from some uninsured people, and deciding 
if others qualify for exemptions.

What many people don’t realize is that 
the penalties go up significantly in 2015. 
Only 3 percent of uninsured people know 
what the fine for 2015 will be, according to a 
recent poll by the nonpartisan Kaiser Fam-
ily Foundation.

Figuring out your potential exposure if 
you’re uninsured isn’t simple.

For 2014, the fine is the greater of $95 
per person or 1 percent of household in-
come above the threshold for filing taxes. 
It will jump in 2015 to the greater of 2 
percent of income or $325. By 2016, the 
average fine will be about $1,100, based 
on government figures.

People can get a sense of the poten-
tial hit by going online and using the 
Tax Policy Center’s Affordable Care Act 
penalty calculator.

Many taxpayers may be able to get a pass. 
Based on congressional analysis, tax prepa-
ration giant H&R Block says roughly 4 mil-
lion uninsured people will pay penalties and 
26 million will qualify for exemptions from 
the list of more than 30 waivers.

But it’s unclear whether taxpayers are 
aware of the exemptions.

Deciding what kind of waiver to seek could 
be crucial. Some can be claimed directly on 
a tax return, but others involve mailing pa-
perwork to the Health and Human Services 
Department. Tax preparation companies 
say the IRS has told them it’s taking steps 
to make sure taxpayers’ returns don’t lan-
guish in bureaucratic limbo while HHS 
rules on their waivers.

TurboTax has created a free online 
tool called “Exemption Check” for people 
to see if they may qualify for a waiver. 
Charges apply later if the taxpayer files 
through TurboTax. 

NATION
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 In 2015, all taxpayers have to report to the Internal Revenue Service for the first time 
whether or not they had health insurance the previous year. 

Calif. firefighters  
placed on leave 
amid allegations 
of sex on trucks

Uninsured 
to face IRS 
fines in ’15
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First Adm. Sigit Setiayanta, Naval Avia-
tion Center commander at Surabaya Air 
Force base, told reporters six corpses 
were spotted about 100 miles from Cen-
tral Kalimantan province.

Rescue workers were lowered on ropes 
from a hovering helicopter to retrieve 
bodies. Efforts were hindered by 6-foot 
waves and strong winds, National Search 
and Rescue Director SB Supriyadi said, 
but the first body was later picked up by 
a navy ship. Officials said as many as six 
others followed, but they disagreed about 
the exact number.

Supriyadi was on the aircraft and saw 
what appeared to be more wreckage under 
the water, which was clear and a relatively 
shallow 65 to 100 feet.

Television coverage of the discovery 
sent a spasm of pain through the room at 
the Surabaya airport where relatives were 
waiting for news, especially as it showed 
a half-naked man floating in the water, a 
shirt partially covering his head.

Many screamed and wailed uncontrol-
lably, breaking down into tears while they 
squeezed each other. One middle-aged 
man collapsed and had to be carried out 
on a stretcher.

Their horror at the news was captured 
by cameras on the other side of windows 
into the waiting room. To grant trau-
matized family members privacy, offi-
cials blacked out the glass later Tuesday 
evening.

Around 125 family members were 
planning to travel to Pangkalan Bun on 
Wednesday to start identifying their loved 
ones. Body bags and coffins have been 
prepared at hospitals there, while dozens 
of elite military divers will join the mas-
sive search. They are desperate to scour 
the water ahead of approaching rough 
weather.

The crash caps an astonishingly tragic 

year for air travel in Southeast Asia, and 
Malaysia in particular. Malaysia-based 
AirAsia’s loss comes on top of the still-
unsolved disappearance of Malaysia Air-
lines Flight 370 in March with 239 people 
aboard, and the downing of Malaysia Air-
lines Flight 17 in July over Ukraine, which 
killed all 298 passengers and crew.

Nearly all the passengers and crew were 
Indonesians, who are frequent visitors to 
Singapore, particularly on holidays.

Haidar Fauzie, 60, said his youngest 
child and only daughter, Khairunnisa 
Haidar, was a stewardess who had worked 
with AirAsia for two years.

On learning about the crash, he strug-
gled to console his grieving wife. They last 
saw their child six weeks ago, when she 
returned home on holiday.

“From the start, we already knew the 
risks associated with being a stewardess,” 
Fauzie said. “She is beautiful and smart. 
It has always been her dream to fly. We 
couldn’t have stopped her.”

Before flying to Surabaya to pay his 
respects to the families, AirAsia group 
CEO Tony Fernandes tweeted: “My heart 
is filled with sadness for all the families 
involved in QZ 8501. On behalf of AirAsia 

my condolences to all. Words cannot ex-
press how sorry I am.”

Fernandes, the founder and the face of 
AirAsia, and a constant presence in Indo-
nesia since the tragedy started unfolding, 
said he planned to travel to the recovery 
site on Wednesday.

 It is not clear what brought the plane 
down.

The last communication indicated the 
pilots were worried about bad weather. 
They sought permission to climb above 
threatening clouds, but were denied due to 
heavy air traffic. Four minutes later, the 
jet disappeared from the radar without is-
suing a distress signal.

The plane’s cockpit voice and flight data 
recorders, or black boxes, have yet to be 
recovered. Scott Hamilton, managing di-
rector of aviation consultancy Leeham 
Co., said in a post on his website that au-
topsies may provide some of the earliest 
clues about what happened.

“If death was due to blunt force trauma, 
this could suggest passengers were alive 
upon impact with the water,” he wrote. “If 
death came from other circumstances, this 
could suggest an explosive decompression 
and in-flight break up occurred.” 

Jet: Parts of 
fuselage found 
in shallow water Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — The Navy destroyer USS Samp-
son has joined the search and recovery ef-
fort for AirAsia Flight 8501 at the request
of the Indonesian government, and the USS 
Fort Worth is preparing to deploy in case it’s 
needed, according to Navy officials.

The Sampson arrived in the area Tues-
day. The Fort Worth, a littoral combat ship,
should be ready to join the effort by Thurs-
day, officials said. Both ships are equipped 
with search-and-rescue helicopters.

“The U.S. Navy is working closely with the 
government of Indonesia to identify addition-
al surface or airborne capabilities that best 
assist their search efforts,” the 7th Fleet said
in a  news release Monday.

The Sampson is based in San Diego and
was in the midst of an independent deploy-
ment to the Western Pacific when it was 
tasked to aid in the search effort. The Fort
Worth, also based in San Diego, arrived in
Singapore on Monday as part of a 16-month
rotational deployment.

Lt. Lauren Cole, a 7th Fleet spokesperson,
said officials from Indonesia and Malaysia
are leading the search for the jet carrying
162 passengers that departed Surabaya, In-
donesia, for Singapore on Sunday. No Ameri-
cans were aboard, according to the State
Department.

Indonesia search-and-rescue chief Henry 
Bambang Soelistyo said that at least 30 ships,
15 aircraft and seven helicopters were in-
volved in the effort.

Debris from the AirAsia plane and some
bodies have been spotted off the Indonesian
coast 6 miles from the aircraft’s last known
location over the Java Sea, according to news 
reports. Search teams also spotted what they 
said might be a larger submerged piece of 
the fuselage of the Airbus A320-200.

Navy officials at the Pentagon did not know
if the Sampson or Fort Worth will be tasked
to help recover bodies. 

As of Tuesday morning Washington time,
officials were still assessing whether the Fort 
Worth will be needed. 

WORLD

Navy destroyer 
joins search and 
recovery effort

TRISNADI/AP

Relatives of AirAsia flight QZ 8501 passengers,  at the crisis center  in Surabaya, East 
Java, Indonesia , react Tuesday to television  reports  on  bodies found  near the site 
where the jetliner disappeared.



PAGE 12             F3HIJKLM      • S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •

Don’t deny vets access to good tech schools
BY WILLIAM J. LENNOX JR. 

While President Barack Obama 
has authorized the deployment 
of  American troops to Iraq in 
the coming months, thousands 

 are still expected to return stateside after 
more than a decade of military engage-
ment in Iraq and Afghanistan. Some will 
continue their careers in the armed forces, 
but many will rejoin their loved ones as ci-
vilians, where they likely will be confront-
ed with a harsh reality — an advanced set 
of technical military skills that sometimes 
don’t translate into the “real” world. So, 
how will these veterans build successful 
long-term careers?

Simply put, many won’t. According to 
government data, nearly 200,000 veterans 
are unemployed and countless others are 
underemployed, working in jobs that don’t 
put to use the skills they gained while serv-
ing their country and, often, don’t pay them 
a living wage.

Through the Post-9/11 GI Bill, most vets 
are eligible to receive education benefits to 
help them transition to a successful civil-
ian career. But instead of supporting their 
educational choices, some government of-
ficials are aggressively working to limit 
veterans’ access to high-quality training 
programs — in particular, those offered by 
for-profit technical schools.

Those officials argue that private-sec-
tor technical and vocational institutions 
are not an economical choice for veterans 
using their Post-9/11 GI benefits, sug-
gesting those types of schools do not help 
students achieve “gainful employment.” 

While there have certainly been missteps 
by some, many technical schools, governed 
properly and operated with integrity, pro-
vide students with excellent outcomes and 
play a crucial role in converting the large 
numbers of unemployed and underem-
ployed veterans into skilled craftspeople 
and in helping our nation address a serious 
shortage of the skilled workers we need to 
keep our economy moving.

The quality schools offer practical, high-
tech and industry-specific training that is 
simply not available in many traditional 
four-year academic settings. That means 
private vocational schools are uniquely 
equipped to help veterans build on the sci-
ence, technology, engineering and math,  
STEM, training they received in the mili-
tary, and to help prepare them to succeed in 
rewarding, well-paying technical careers 
that can’t be outsourced or off-shored.

At Universal Technical Institute , where 
I am a member of the board of directors, 
more than 85 percent of  graduates obtain 
employment in their field of study. UTI 
works with leading automotive, diesel 
and motorcycle manufacturers to develop 
programs that prepare students for their 

workforce — a model that has proven suc-
cessful for nearly 50 years, and represents
the kind of job-driven education and in-
dustry partnerships that veterans need to
apply their STEM skills to civilian careers. 
UTI graduates are fully prepared for well-
paying, high-opportunity careers with top
brand names in the transportation indus-
try, giving them an excellent return on
their educational investment.

It is time for policymakers to stop dis-
crediting all technical schools, and start
giving our veterans the freedom to use the 
educational benefits they have earned to
choose educational programs that fit their
needs, complement their existing skills, 
and give them the hands-on training to
land not just a job, but a meaningful, long-
term career.

We need policymakers and government
officials to work with educators, veterans 
and their families to help veterans find the
right path, relying not on an institution’s
ownership (public or private) as an indica-
tor of success, but instead looking at the
school’s outcomes and veteran services to 
determine if it is a quality institution capa-
ble of translating military experience into
a successful civilian career.

To keep our economy and STEM work-
force moving forward, America needs
more skilled workers. Who better to fill
that role than the men and women who
have served?
Lt. Gen. William J. Lennox Jr. retired as the 56th su-
perintendent of the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point following his 35-year career with the Army. 
He serves on the Universal Technical Institute Inc. 
board of directors. 
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Dysfunction springs from NASA platform
BY DAN K. THOMASSON

Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON

Most of the ubiquitous reviews 
of 2014 center on the obvious 
— the rise of the Islamic State, 
the Republican resurgence at 

the election polls, the tension between mi-
norities and the police. But often it is the 
small things that occurred in the year that 
are mainly overlooked that offer startling 
proof of governmental dysfunction that 
borders on malfeasance.

The late Sen. William Proxmire, of Wis-
consin, used to review these events on a 
yearly basis and nominate them for what 
he called “Golden Fleece” awards for their 
ridiculous audacity. They were sometimes 
humorous (but more frequently atrocious) 
examples of waste at taxpayer expense. 
Proxmire would have loved highlighting 
one such project that is almost a perfect 
example of callous bureaucratic and politi-
cal disregard for the public’s financial wel-
fare not uncommon in these environs.

Most of us have heard of the “bridge to 
nowhere,” the much-maligned attempt 
to build at a substantial cost a structure 
at public expense that led to an Alaskan 
island where only 50 people lived. Now 
comes news of an even more flamboyant 
misuse of our money — yours and mine. 
More startling is the fact that it is the re-
sult of an obvious conspiracy between one 
of the nation’s former glamour agencies, 
the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, and Congress.

This monument to how to bilk the tax-

payers is a NASA test tower in Mississippi 
that was meant for a space project that was 
canceled four years before it was complet-
ed this year at a cost of $349 million. It has 
been mothballed seemingly for eternity or 
for at least only God and NASA and maybe 
one of its chief benefactors, Sen. Roger 
Wicker, a Mississippi Republican, knows 
how long at an estimated annual cost of 
$700,000 to maintain it. Actually, accord-
ing to The Washington Post, which recent-
ly revealed this smelly business based on a 
NASA inspector general’s report, the tower 
could cost considerably more to make it op-
erational if it ever was needed.

The Post said the project’s manager 
in NASA decided that it was completed 
enough to satisfy Congress and shut it 
down in June. The inspector general’s re-
port issued last January stated that the A-
3 test stand was to be completed by 2010 
at an estimated cost of between $163 mil-
lion and $185 million. However, it said, 
construction of the test stand took three 
years longer than estimated and the cost 
went up substantially. That’s an old story 
in this town where no government project 
ever seems to cost what is expected or is 
completed on time.

But in this case it didn’t make any differ-
ence because by 2010, the program whose 
engine it was supposed to test was shut 
down.

Then why complete it? The short expla-
nation would be that at some time, it may 
be useful. In the words of an old craps 
player, Congress decided it should bet on 
the come although the odds of that occur-
ring are not only long, the amount needed 

to outfit the stand properly also could be 
prohibitive by then.

This odyssey, of course, is less about 
space — further trips to the moon and
manned flights to Mars and so forth —
than it is about plain old venality, the kind 
that helps politicians get elected by spend-
ing U.S. Treasury money on meaningless 
projects. As a young correspondent in this
burg some 50 years ago I wrote about a 
similar NASA boondoggle.

That one was the construction of a large
plant in Oklahoma to produce boron mis-
sile fuel. The driving force behind the 
project was Sen. Robert S. Kerr, who was
chairing the committee that oversaw
NASA’s then-blossoming space projects.
The missile fuel was never produced and
the government sold everything from fire
engines to cafeteria equipment for pennies 
on the dollar, a very large loss. Kerr had
died by the time the whole thing became 
public knowledge.

If there is an event as we close the year
of dramatic news that should stir outrage
among Americans because of its lack of
complexity, its straightforward example 
of misappropriation of public funds, the 
tower scam should be it. Those involved in
the decisions surrounding it, including the
members of Congress who helped engineer
it, probably should be transported to outer
space permanently.

The whirring sound emanating from the
edifice’s locked door is the ghost of Wil-
liam Proxmire.
Dan K. Thomasson is an op-ed columnist for 
Tribune News Service and a former vice president 
of Scripps Howard Newspapers. 
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 BY DANIEL W. DREZNER

“There have been worse years 
in recent history,” New 
York Times columnist Ross 
Douthat wrote, “but 2014 

definitely stands out for the sheer variety 
of awfulness.” That sentiment captures 
the popular perception of a year that can’t 
seem to end soon enough.

In many ways, it would be hard to dis-
agree. In the United States, political and 
racial polarization seemed especially 
deep, and across the globe things got pret-
ty scary. Russia annexed Crimea and sent 
its forces into eastern Ukraine in an effort 
to undermine the new Western-oriented 
government in Kiev. In the Middle East, 
the Islamic State displaced al-Qaida as the 
region’s bad guy. The euro-zone economies 
stagnated, even compared with how they 
performed in the 1930s, during the Great 
Depression. Ebola terrorized Guinea, Li-
beria and Sierra Leone and threatened 
many more countries. As the year closed, 
two cops in Brooklyn were fatally shot at 
point-blank range, and the Pakistani Tal-
iban committed a heinous massacre of 
schoolchildren in Peshawar. And to top it 
all off, a boy dictator in Pyongyang even 
threatened to prevent the rest of us from 
weakly laughing at Seth Rogen.

It’s not that there was no positive news 
— the fall in global energy prices put more 
money in people’s pockets, and crime con-
tinued to decline in the United States. Still, 
the bad seemed to crowd out the good.

But what if 2014 turned out better than 
expected? Thinking about what actually 
happened this past year may not be the 
best way to judge it. After all, an awful lot 
of smart people predicted a lot of even-
more-terrible things that never came to 
pass. And these averted catastrophes point 
toward some interesting ways to think 
about 2015.

Perhaps the most important nonevent of 
2014 was that war did not break out in the 
Pacific Rim. This was far from guaranteed 
at the beginning of the year. At the World 
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, 
there was a lot of chatter that a century 
after the start of World War I, the Sino-
Japanese dispute over the Senkaku/Diaoyu 
Islands would lead to a similar conflagra-
tion. Some of that talk came from Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, so there were 
valid reasons for worry.

The tensions in the region seem less 
severe at the end of the year, however. A 
successful Asia-Pacific Economic Cooper-
ation summit led to an outbreak of comity 
when China and Japan agreed to disagree. 
Also, bilateral deals on climate change and 
trade illustrated a robust Sino-American 
relationship. After a year of “could 1914 
happen again?” rhetoric, it is comforting 
to see that the longest post-Westphalian 
streak of “no great power war” will con-
tinue into 2015.

Another nonevent in 2014 was the next 
U.S. recession. After growth slowed in 
the fourth quarter of 2013, the economy 
shrank by more than 2 percent in the first 
quarter of 2014. The surprise slowdown 
prompted a lot of concerns that the Ameri-
can economy, which had been expanding 
since 2009, was about to go into recession. 
In March of this year, in fact, a majority of 
Americans believed that the economy was 
in recession.

As it turned out, the initial explanation 
for the one-quarter contraction — the hor-
rible winter weather — proved accurate. 
Both gross domestic product and employ-
ment accelerated for the rest of 2014, with 
the economy generating more than 2.5 
million jobs, the best year of job creation 
since the 1990s. All of this occurred with 
persistently low levels of inflation and as 
the Federal Reserve turned off its quanti-
tative easing program. Although the rest of 
the global economy looks fragile, the Unit-

ed States has gathered steam.
Even in the parts of the world where 

bad things happened, the worst-case sce-
narios did not materialize. In the case of 
Ebola, there was a lot of concern that the
epidemic would spread into Nigeria, the 
most populous and interconnected country
in West Africa. Council on Foreign Rela-
tions fellow Laurie Garrett warned — in
a Foreign Policy article ominously titled
“You Are Not Nearly Scared Enough About 
Ebola” — that if the disease spread into Ni-
geria’s largest city, it would make the film
“Contagion” look like a fairy tale. Garrett’s
warnings seemed sober once an Ebola di-
agnosis was reached in the United States.
Sen. Rand Paul, among others, warned that
the disease was far more contagious than
the Obama administration had stated.

Fortunately, the apocalyptic scenarios
turned out to be groundless. Nigeria con-
tained its one Ebola outbreak, and the pan-
demic has not returned to that country. 
There were only a handful of Ebola cases 
in the United States. And there was a much 
higher survival rate in the United States
compared with Ebola victims in Africa, of-
fering hope to health experts that the dis-
ease is more amenable to treatment than 
they  thought. Meanwhile, the number of 
new cases has stabilized in Guinea and has 
declined considerably in Liberia.

Even the most belligerent global actors
have found themselves on the defensive as
2014 draws to a close. After the Russian 
Federation gobbled up Crimea, high-rank-
ing officials and commentators worried 
that Vladimir Putin’s “Novorossiya” talk 
would lead to land grabs in Moldova, Ka-
zakhstan and the Baltics. Today, however,
Moscow has far bigger concerns than ter-
ritorial expansion. Its oil-based economy is
imploding, its currency is collapsing, and 
its banks need bailing out. Not coinciden-
tally, Putin and his foreign minister have 
tamped down their anti-Ukrainian rheto-
ric this month. In 2015, the bigger threat 
from Russia will come from its weakness,
not its strength.

Similarly, when Islamic State militants
declared a caliphate as they overran Syr-
ian and Iraqi forces, fears emerged about
the fall of Baghdad and the disintegration
of Iraq. A few months later, however, the
group finds itself less powerful than it was 
six months ago. U.S. and allied airstrikes 
have taken their toll on its forces and sup-
ply lines. More important, the crisis trig-
gered a change of government in Iraq. New
Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi is proving
more conciliatory than his predecessor; he
has secured a new oil-revenue-sharing
agreement with the region of Kurdistan,
reducing the chances of secession and
bolstering the country’s fight against the 
Sunni extremists.

So yes, a lot of the predicted bad stuff 
didn’t materialize in 2014, but that might 
feel like a low bar. Are these nonevents 
enough reason to be optimistic for 2015?

That depends entirely on whether one 
believes that resiliency is an exhaustible 
or a sustainable resource. If you think that
our national and global reserves have been
used up averting one disaster after another
this past 12 months, then 2014 is simply a
harbinger of doom. Maybe 2015 will be the
year when the system finally cracks.

The other way to think about it, however,
is that resiliency is like aerobic exercise
— the more you have to adapt to negative
shocks, the better you get at coping. 

2015 will surely have plenty of bad news
in it. But the fact that 2014 could have been
worse should offer some hope. Here’s to a
resilient new year.
Daniel W. Drezner is a professor of interna-
tional politics at the Fletcher School at Tufts 
University and writes the Spoiler Alerts blog for 
The Washington Post. He is the author of “The 
System Worked: How the World Stopped Another 
Great Depression” and “Theories of International 
Politics and Zombies.”  

Congrats, 2014. You could have been worse.

PAVEL GOLOVKIN/AP

Foreign currency mortgage borrowers  rally against banks in Moscow  on Sunday ,
holding balloons reading “Mortgage.” People holding dollar mortgages are calling on 
banks to fix their rates to the ruble  amid recent volatility on the currency markets. 

 MICHAEL DUFF /AP

 A health care worker dons protective gear before entering an Ebola treatment center 
in Freetown, Sierra Leone, in October . The number of new cases has stabilized in 
Guinea and has declined considerably in Liberia.

ZANA AHMED/AP 

 Kurdistan Iraqi regional government President Massoud Barzani, center, arrives to 
support Kurdish forces as they head to battle Islamic State militants on the summit of 
Mount Sinjar in the town of Sinjar, Iraq, on Dec. 21. 
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WORLD

 BY LLAZAR SEMINI, COLLEEN 
BARRY AND NICOLE WINFIELD

The Associated Press

TIRANA, Albania — Italian 
prosecutors on Tuesday ordered 
the crippled Greek ferry Norman 
Atlantic back to Italy as part of 
a criminal investigation, saying 
they fear more bodies will be 
found aboard the vessel when it is 
properly searched.

The fire-tinged vessel was 
adrift for a third day off the Al-
banian coast, where two sailors 
were killed earlier Tuesday when 
a tow line being deployed appar-
ently snapped, according to Alba-
nian officials.

More than 400 people were 
rescued from the ferry, most in 
daring helicopter sorties that per-
sisted despite high winds and seas 
after a fire broke out before dawn 
Sunday on a car deck. Both Ital-
ian and Greek authorities have 
announced criminal investiga-
tions into the cause of the blaze.

Ten people were killed in the 
chaos that ensued, including a 
Greek man who died trying to get 
into a life raft, and three Italians, 
whose circumstances of death 
haven’t been released.

Italian prosecutors have se-
cured jurisdiction over the case 
from Albanian judicial authori-
ties, citing the ship’s Italian owner 
and Italian captain.

Bari prosecutor Giuseppe 
Volpe, who ordered the ferry back 
to the Italian port of Brindisi, said 
it was likely that other bodies will 
be found in the cargo areas of the 
ferry once searched, given that 
there was “incontrovertible” evi-
dence that migrants were stowed 
away on board. Two Afghans and 
a Syrian, one of whom had al-
ready asked for political asylum, 
were among the 49 who disem-
barked in Bari on Monday morn-
ing, he said.

“Our fear is that, unfortunately, 
once the wreck is recovered we’ll 
find other dead people on board,” 
he said.

The search for possible miss-
ing people continued in the seas 
off Albania amid ongoing confu-
sion over how many passengers 
were aboard. An Italian ship with 
about 180 survivors aboard re-
mained in the vicinity assisting in 
the search, the Italian Navy said.

Salvage companies were work-
ing to secure tow lines to begin 
moving the ferry, but were ham-
pered by high winds and seas.

Italian judicial authorities have 
enlisted the Italian tug company, 
Barretta, to take charge of bring-
ing the Norman Atlantic ferry 

to Brindisi. No timeframe was 
given, but Barretta said it could 
arrive within a day.

Besides Barretta, the ship 
owner’s insurance company has 
contracted the Dutch salvage 

firm Titan 
to secure the 
wreck.

Spokes-
man Martijn 
Schuttevaer 
said one line 
was connect-
ed by early 
Tuesday, and 
that the prior-
ity was to get 
a heavier tow 
line connec-
tion, aided by 
the arrival of 
larger tugs. It 
wasn’t clear 
if that was 
the operation 

underway when the Albanian 
sailors were struck.

Schuttevaer said crews were 
also going through the vessel to 
extinguish any remaining fire.

“There is still smoke,” he said.
A ship carrying 39 survivors 

was diverted from the southern 
Italian port of Manfredonia to 
Taranto because of poor weather, 
adding another 12 hours or more 
to their journey to dry land. The 
survivors include five children 
and three people who are injured. 

 The Associated Press

BARI, Italy — Rain and wind 
lashed the deck of the burn-
ing ferry tossing in the Adriatic 
Sea, and passengers were fight-
ing for the last places on the only 
lifeboat. 

Natasha and Nassos Tsonas 
stood with their two sons amid 
the chaos, and the only thing left 
seemed to be to say goodbye.

They hugged. I love you, they 
told one another. And they prayed 
for a miracle to get them off the 
Norman Atlantic alive.

Suddenly, fire burst up through 
the deck, and the crush of passen-
gers trying to squeeze into the life-
boat turned heel and fled. Instead 
of a wall of bodies, what separated 
the Tsonases from a glimmer of 
hope now was a wall of flames.

“We’re going to have to run 
through the fire,” Nassos yelled, 
“because that’s our only chance to 
get onto the lifeboat.” 

 The family ran for it — and 
somehow made it through the 
fire.

The lifeboat bobbed in the sea 
with 150 passengers on board, 
and there was room for only a few 
more. The winds bashing the ferry 
created gaps between the hull and 
the lifeboat dozens of feet below; 
one woman fell into the sea . 

The boys jumped first. Then 
Natasha. Then Nassos. They all 
made it.

 Twenty-foot  waves tossed the 
lifeboat like a plaything. Passen-
gers vomited everywhere. Every-
body was soaked to the bone from 
the freezing waters.

Natasha banged against other 
passengers, cutting and bruising 
her legs. The boys had stopped cry-
ing; shock had taken over. Their 
stomachs heaved as if in a roller 
coaster as the lifeboat pitched in 
the waves. And so it went for three 
long hours.

 They then spotted  the hulking 

cargo ship Spirit of Piraeus, mak-
ing its way slowly toward the life-
boat.  The crew members pulled 
them in and dropped a rope lad-
der. Passengers began to climb up,
one by one. 

It was a terrifying ascent of 50
feet. Dimitri , Sebastian and their
mother  made it on board. Then the
rope attaching the lifeboat to the
cargo ship snapped. The remain-
ing survivors — including Nas-
sos — were hurled back into the 
churning seas.

 It took maybe an hour to reat-
tach the lifeboat. Nassos climbed
up the ladder. He was safe. 

 The Associated Press

BERLIN — German opposition 
lawmakers called Tuesday for an 
investigation into reports that the 
country’s army and foreign intel-
ligence agency contributed to a 
NATO list of Taliban targets in 
Afghanistan, some of whom were 
killed.

Citing NATO documents, Ger-
man newspapers Der Spiegel and 
Bild have reported that Germany 
was among the countries that 
added names of insurgents to the 
alliance’s Joint Prioritized Ef-
fects List, or JPEL.

Germany had the third-largest 
contingent of troops participating 

in NATO’s International Security 
Assistance Force for Afghani-
stan, which ended this year. Its 
participation in the mission was 
questioned by many in Germany, 
partly because it was seen as a re-
turn to the country’s militaristic 
past.

Jan van Aken, a lawmaker for 

the Left Party, called for a “com-
prehensive investigation” into 
whether information provided 
by the army or the foreign intel-
ligence agency, BND, was used to 
kill specific individuals without 
trial. “There needs to be swift 
clarity on whether the German 
army or the BND participated 

in targeted killings as part of the
ISAF mission,” Green Party law-
maker Agnieszka Brugger said.

An army spokesman said that 
while information collected by 
German forces in Afghanistan
was included in the JPEL, in-
surgents nominated by Germany
were marked for detention only. 

COURTESY OF THE ITALIAN NAVY/AP

 Smoke billows from the Italian-flagged Norman Atlantic that caught fire in the Adriatic Sea on Monday .  

 COURTESY OF THE GREEK MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE/AP

Nassos Tsonas, center, is followed by his wife, Natasha, as they 
arrive at Elefsis Air Base  near Athens, Greece, on Monday .

German opposition urges investigation into NATO ‘hit list’

Italy to conduct criminal probe into ferry tragedy

Family conquers fire, waves in escape

‘ Our fear 
is that … 
once the 
wreck is 
recovered 
we’ll find 
other dead 
people on 
board. ’

Giuseppe 
Volpe

Bari, Italy, 
prosecutor
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WIRED WORLD

BY  LAVANYA RAMANATHAN

The Washington Post

In the grabby haze of Christmas shopping, it 
seems completely logical to get Mom a Fitbit 
and your little brother an Anki Drive because, 
obviously, everyone needs a robot. For the 

kids: an Xbox One, because seeing the crazed joy 
on their faces as they obliterate each other in “Gar-
den Warfare” is what the holidays are all about.

But the glut of high-tech gadgets on the market 
presents a whole new post-Christmas problem: 
presents so generous you would totally love them 
— if only you could figure out how to use them.

The higher tech the gift under the tree, it seems, 
the greater the heartache.

Which explains why, when Stanley Boye, of 
Oxon Hill, Md., arrived at Best Buy, the day after 
Christmas, failed Xbox in hand, he looked as if his 
very spirit has been broken.

He had done everything right, surprising his 
sons, who are 7 and 9, with a hot gift they hadn’t 
even asked for. But a maliciously timed Christ-
mas Day hacking of the gaming net-
works for Microsoft’s 

Xbox and Sony’s PlayStation rendered their nearly
$400 present difficult to use.

Because no longer can you put in the cartridge
and immediately start flinging banana peels at 
Mario. No, now you must connect to the Internet, 
sign in with an email address, install the games
on the console’s hard drive and then update them 
regularly. On Christmas night, none of it was going 
well for the Boyes, or for kids across the country.
So the boys went to bed disappointed, their faith in
Santa shaken, and Boye stayed up searching for
answers until he learned about the hack.

“I told their mother, ‘Hey, it is not my fault,’ ”
Boye said. But deep down, he felt responsible, so
he landed at Best Buy’s Geek Squad, where the 
main Geek, Lawrence Stokes, would set about
making the Xbox work.

As Boye looked on dejectedly, Stokes got to the 
business of updating the machine. “If I was a kid,”
Stokes confessed, “I’d be so mad.”

Terrible gifts —think chocolate fountains, weird 
exercise machines and hideous pants — are part of

the fabric of the holidays, so much so that
stores expect a significant percentage of 
presents to land in their return piles.

But for the technically disinclined, all
the gifts on the Top 10 lists, the gadgets 
touted to make your whole existence
better, can be just as poorly received.

This year that includes the WeMo, 
which would allow you to mood-light
your living room from your phone, if 
you could understand it; Blast Motion
“wearable motion capture technol-
ogy,” which can give you metrics and 
video of your most athletic moments
(we think); and the Fitbit and a spate
of other wristbands that, when worn
constantly, creepily keep tabs on 
your sleep and your movement.

The latter are responsible for
one of Stokes’ favorite Geek Squad
rescue stories. “I’ve seen someone
have one for two months, and she
thought she’d have all this data, 
and it wasn’t recording anything,”
he recalled. “It was adorable.”

The devices that bring people
back for help, said another Geek, 
Ismael Matos, are the ones that in-
volve  configuring to your phone, 
to your network, to your tablets. 
“Some things just don’t talk to
each other the right way.”  

That is so unclear to Marsha
Cecil of Alexandria, Va., who
had hunkered down with one
of Stokes’ fellow Geeks, Gary
Lipscomb, and two iPad Airs 
— one for her, and one for her

granddaughter Audrianna, who, at
2, already has hers loaded up with her
favorite “Teletubbies” videos.

Grandma, on the other hand, is a
clunky Toshiba notebook sort of lady 
and honest about that fact. “This 
kind, patient saint here,” Cecil
said, squeezing Lipscomb’s shoul-
der warmly, “is trying to teach
this computer-illiterate person 
how to do stuff.” Stuff she seems

to have neglected to do along the 
way, like backing up her data from 

time to time.
 After more than hour, Stokes had 

finally signed in, installed “Garden
Warfare” and “Pro Evolution Soccer” 

and gotten Boye’s Xbox up and running. Boye 
looked drained, but the kids would get play. And 
him? “I have a lot to do. And I have to go to work.” 

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY CHRISTOPHER SIX/Stars and Stripes

Tech gifts are great 
once you figure out 
how to operate them

Instructions
not
included

‘ I’ve seen someone have (a Fitbit) for two 
months, and she thought she’d have all 
this data, and it wasn’t recording 
anything. It was adorable. ’

Lawrence Stokes
Best Buy “Geek Squad” employee



The weight in pounds of the world’s largest ball of paper. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, 
which created the ball, said it measures 9 feet 7 inches tall and 32.2 feet in circumference. The 
ball was displayed at the Minnesota State Fair to show how much recyclable paper state residents 
throw away every 30 seconds. After the fair the agency recycled the ball, turning it into cardboard 
for cereal boxes. Taylor Holland, MPCA spokeswoman, said Monday that the agency got confirma-

tion last week from Guinness World Records. There wasn’t a previous record, but in keeping with Guinness guidelines, no 
adhesives or tape were used.

ple injuries. His death was listed 
as accidental. 

Officials said the child was 
struck along a busy road in 
Franklin Township around 7 p.m. 
Sunday.

The Gloucester County Pros-
ecutor’s Office says the vehicle 
being driven by Patrolman Nich-
olas Locilento, 23, was heading to 
a call and that no other vehicles 
were involved in the crash.

 Police: Man locking, 
not stealing from cars

CT NORWALK — It seemed 
an unlikely excuse from 

a man suspected of breaking into 
cars at an auto yard. But police 
said it appears a Norwalk man 
was being truthful when he in-
sisted he was just checking the 
vehicles to make sure they were 
locked.

Employees at Coating’s Auto 
Body caught Alexander Louis, 
20, on Friday and held him for 
police.

The Hour of Norwalk reported 
that Louis told police he was sim-
ply making sure each car was 
locked, and if he found one that 

wasn’t he would open the door 
and lock it.

Police reviewed security video 
and found his story seemed to 
check out. They could find no evi-
dence of him going into any of the 
cars or stealing anything.

Louis  still faces a trespassing 
charge. 

Starfish likely stranded 
by weather, expert says

SC FRIPP ISLAND — A 
South Carolina marine 

veterinarian said stormy weath-
er is a likely explanation for the 
stranding of thousands of starfish 
on Fripp Island.

The Island Packet of Hilton 
Head Island reported that on 
Christmas Day beachgoers found 
starfish covering the beach.

Al Segars, of the state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, said 
strong winds on Wednesday 
could have caused the creatures, 
also known as sea stars, to wash 
ashore. He said they can’t fight the 
current if there’s strong wave ac-
tion. Segars said it’s  common.

George Sedberry, with the Of-
fice of National Marine Sanctuar-

ies, said fishing could be another 
explanation. He said the sea stars 
may have been unintentionally 
caught and discarded by shrimp 
trawlers. Segars said that’s pos-
sible, but he’s seen similar events 
when no trawling was occurring. 

$3 dispute may have 
led to 2 shootings

OH CINCINNATI — Cin-
cinnati police said two 

shootings that left three men hos-
pitalized may have started with 
an argument over $3.

Sgt. George Pille told local 
media that the shootings on Sun-
day afternoon apparently fol-
lowed a disagreement after one 
person shorted someone else $3 
at a convenience store. Two men 
were shot outside the store. Police 
said the suspected shooter then 
drove back to his home and was 
hit in the arm by gunfire in an ap-
parent act of retaliation.

The three men who were shot 
were taken to a hospital with inju-
ries that weren’t considered life-
threatening. The sergeant said 
police detained three people in 
the second shooting. 

 Police: Homeowner 
fatally shoots intruder

PA DAISYTOWN —      A 74-
year-old western Penn-

sylvania man fatally shot one of
two men armed with ax handles
who baited him out of his home in 
an attempt to rob him, police said.

Nicholas Dziyak fatally shot
Robert West, 42, about 8:40 p.m.
Sunday in West Pike Run Town-
ship, according to Trooper Mat-
thew Jardine, spokesman for the
barracks in Washington, Pa. The
shooting took place in Washing-
ton County, about 30 miles south
of Pittsburgh.

A second alleged attacker, 
Andrew Graseck, 18, of Carmi-
chaels, was jailed after he was
unable to post $50,000 bond on
charges including robbery and
aggravated assault.

Police contend West and
Graseck  planned to rob Dziyak
over a past business dispute.  

Dziyak was treated  for unspec-
ified injuries at Mon Valley Hos-
pital and released, according to a
spokeswoman. 
From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

426
 To ring in New Year, 
town will drop giant nail

PA WEST FAIRVIEW 
— A Pennsylvania town 

plans to nail its New Year’s Eve 
and bicentennial celebrations by 
dropping some major hardware 
to mark the occasion.

The Sentinel reported that West 
Fairview plans to drop a 7-foot-
tall nail as the clock ticks down 
Wednesday night. Local artists 
constructed the nail out of wood.

The 50-pound symbol pays 
homage to the defunct Harris-
burg Nail Works, a local mill 
that once employed many resi-
dents. West Fairview is across 
the Susquehanna River from the 
state capital. Organizers say the 
event will also serve to commem-
orate the town’s 200th anniver-
sary in 2015. 

Woman fatally shot 
while hunting deer

SC LAKE CITY — Au-
thorities said an Ander-

son woman was fatally shot while 
hunting with friends in Florence 
County two weeks after getting 
engaged.

The Florence County Coroner’s 
Office said Samantha Moore, 25, 
was shot about 6:30 p.m. Saturday 
and died at a hospital.

Capt. Robert McCullough, with 
the state Department of Natural 
Resources, told the Anderson In-
dependent-Mail that Moore was 
among a half-dozen people hunt-
ing on property in Lake City. As 
they were trailing a deer, one per-
son carrying a shotgun tripped 
and fell, and the gun fired.

McCullough said the agency is 
investigating, but it’s believed to 
have been an accident. 

State holds more than 
$1B in unclaimed funds

VA NORFOLK — More 
than $1 billion worth of 

property is waiting to be claimed 
in Virginia.

Typically, unclaimed property 
includes items from abandoned 
safety deposit boxes and money 
from bank accounts, stocks, divi-
dends, insurance claims, utility 
deposits or paychecks.

The Virginia Department of 
Treasury is the custodian of 
property that isn’t claimed. De-
partment spokesman Benjamin 
Jarvela told The Virginian-Pilot 
that the treasury paid out about 
$45 million in claims and took 
possession of more than $136 mil-
lion in the previous fiscal year.

Jarvela said the average claim 
was around $1,978.

Virginia Treasurer Manju 
Ganeriwala said almost all of the 
unclaimed financial property is 
deposited into a fund that can  be 
spent only on K-12 education. 

Probe begins in death 
of boy hit by police car

NJ FRANKLIN TOWN-
SHIP —  A southern New 

Jersey prosecutor is investigat-
ing an accident in which a police 
cruiser struck and killed a 10-
year-old boy walking to a friend’s 
house for a sleepover.

An autopsy performed Monday 
on the boy, Matthew McCloskey, 
determined that he died of multi-

THE CENSUS

Resting up for recruitment
Tiffany Carmona, and her  son, Caleb, 4 months, join demonstrators expressing their support for law enforcement officers across the street 
from the Los Angeles Police Administrative Building in downtown Los Angeles on Sunday .

Courtesy of the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency 

DAMIAN DOVARGANES/AP
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FACES

BY ABBY PHILLIP

The Washington Post

If you’ve followed Judd Ap-
atow’s Twitter musings for the 
past several weeks, his views
on the rape allegations against
Bill Cosby won’t come as a huge 
surprise.

Over the weekend, the direc-
tor went on a lengthy anti-Cosby
rampage. He slammed Cosby’s
“cold” defenders 
for siding with 
the comedian. He 
compared Cos-
by’s lack of con-
viction in a court 
of law to Hitler 
dying without 
being convicted 
of murder. And he labeled Cosby
“a rapist” and “a monster.”

“I wish he wasn’t a rapist too. I 
am not sure why you feel the need
to protect him,” Apatow told one
Cosby defender.

“I always wonder why some
people try so hard to not believe 
women who have been assault-
ed. What is the root of that?” he 
tweeted at another.

During his epic tweetstorm,
Apatow also questioned why two 
Canadian venues — the Center in 
the Square and Budweiser Gar-
dens — still have Cosby on their 
January performance schedules.

“Is Cosby only popular in
Ontario Canada at this point?” 
Apatow wrote. “Do people still 
find him delightful after 30
accusers?”

Asked by one follower why he
had an “obsession” with Cosby,
Apatow quipped: “I guess it’s be-
cause guys who rape a lot aren’t 
cool.”

Cosby has never been con-
victed of any of the allegations
against him, but the recent alle-
gations threaten to permanently
tarnish the reputation of one of
America’s most beloved and pow-
erful comedians. 

Save for a few of Cosby’s ce-
lebrity defenders like comedian
Whoopi Goldberg and singer Jill
Scott, the response in show busi-
ness has been nonexistent. Hol-
lywood, it appears, prefers to stay 
out of the fray.

“Almost nobody here will ac-
knowledge that Bill Cosby has
been accused of rape x30,” Apa-
tow tweeted this month.

BY JOCELYN NOVECK

The Associated Press

Talk about suffering for 
your art.

Achieving his ac-
claimed performance 

as the masterful British land-
scape painter J.M.W. Turner in 
“Mr. Turner” took so much out of 
Timothy Spall, the veteran actor 
found himself kneeling at the art-
ist’s tomb in St. Paul’s Cathedral 
when it was over — and crying.

“I just knelt down, had a bit of 
a weep, and wiped it off on my 
elbow,” said Spall, 57. “It was 
quite a journey, you know.”

A journey indeed. Working 
with the famously exacting direc-
tor Mike Leigh, as he has a num-
ber of times, Spall was tasked 
with what he calls detective work, 
delving deep into Turner’s art to 
ferret out Turner the man. The 
artist died in 1851 — “pre-psy-
choanalysis,” Spall notes. “And he 
never really explained himself. 
He didn’t want anybody to really 
know what he was up to.”

This meant that Spall, aside 
from reading everything he 
could, had to learn to paint.

“Mike said, ‘Are you up for 
it? And I said, ‘All right, if this 
is what it’s gonna take’,” Spall 
recalls. “And we just went and 
looked at these paintings, and I 
kept saying, ‘What IS that?’ And I 

realized my job was to look at this 
massive explosion of genius and 
implode it all back in, right back 
to where it started.”

So Spall studied — still life, real 
life, drawing in all its forms, even 
Greek and Roman architecture. 

Often, films about famous art-
ists have portrayed them as rar-
efied geniuses. “Mr. Turner” is 
different — the movie, which has 
earned raves for both Leigh and 
Spall, depicts an unassuming son 
of a barber who simply worked 
and worked, all the time. Indeed, 
Turner produced a staggering 
20,000 works on paper, and more 
than 300 oil paintings. 

The film was somewhat of a de-
parture for Leigh, one of Britain’s 
most admired directors, who is 
known mostly for gritty contem-
porary films about working-class 
characters. But he says that once 
he made the 1999 “Topsy-Turvy” 
about Gilbert and Sullivan, he re-
alized he was “over the idea that I 
was only ever going to make con-
temporary films.” 

Spall and Leigh formulated the 
character over two years of study, 
and six months of rehearsal. Oh, 
and three trips by Spall to Turn-
er’s grave.

“First, when Mike asked me (to 
do the film), I went down there 
and pretended to tie my shoes, 
knelt by his grave and just had a 
quick word. I said, ‘Look, for what 

I’m about to do, please forgive me! 
And help me if you can.’ ”

A second trip came halfway 
through filming. “I went back and 
said, ‘Look, I don’t know if this is 
going the way you’d like!’ Again 
pretending to tie my shoes.”

The third trip — when he wept 
— came when he’d finished the 
film. “This time I didn’t even 
bother to pretend to tie my shoes,” 
he says.

The film made a splash in 
May at the Cannes Film Festi-
val, where Spall was named best 
actor. Spall was named best actor 
by the New York Film Critics Cir-
cle on Dec. 1.

“I’m ... I’m just flabbergasted,” 
he said, having gotten the news 
moments before this interview. 
“My gast is absolutely flabbered! 
I suppose what’s lovely about it is 
that I’ve been around a bit, and 
you get plenty of kicks up the 
arse, you know? So it’s nice to get 
flowers every now and again.”

Spall is considered a contender 
— but perhaps an outside shot, in 
a crowded field — for an Oscar 
nomination. He’s just happy that 
the recognition means more 
people are seeing the film — and 
Turner’s paintings, currently in 
an exhibit of the artist’s late work 
at the Tate Gallery in London.

“It seems that Turner’s work-
ing his magic at the moment,” he 
said.

SONY PICTURES CLASSICS/AP

 Veteran actor Timothy Spall portrays prolific British landscape painter J.M.W. Turner in “Mr. Turner.”

Apatow rips 
‘monster’ 
Cosby in epic 
Twitter rant

Mimicking a master
In addition to research, Spall learned to paint for role in ‘Mr. Turner’

‘ We just went and 
looked at these 
paintings, and I 
kept saying, ‘What 
IS that?’ And I 
realized my job 
was to look at this 
massive explosion 
of genius and 
implode it all back 
in, right back to 
where it started. ’

Timothy Spall 

Apatow

‘Saved by the Bell’ actor posts bail, has hearing on stabbing charge
The Associated Press

Dustin Diamond, the actor who played 
Screech in the 1990s television show 
“Saved by the Bell,” appeared in a Wiscon-
sin courtroom Monday after posting bail 
on charges that he stabbed a man during a 
bar fight on Christmas.

Diamond, 37, who spent the weekend in 
jail, posted $10,000 bail before his hear-
ing in Ozaukee County Circuit Court. A 

criminal complaint charges Diamond with 
second-degree recklessly endangering 
safety, disorderly conduct and carrying a 
concealed weapon. 

The complaint says Diamond and his fi-
ancee got into a tussle with two men and a 
woman at the Grand Avenue Saloon in Port 
Washington, Wis., where Diamond lives, 
on Thursday night.

Diamond told police he accidentally 
stabbed one of the men while trying to de-

fend his fiancee. The man was not serious-
ly injured. Diamond’s next court hearing is 
scheduled for Jan. 5.

Other news
� A Las Vegas man has been charged 

with crashing into Jennifer Lopez’s Rolls-
Royce on the California coast while drunk. 
Los Angeles County prosecutors said in a 
statement Monday that Robert John Reitz, 

53, was charged with misdemeanor counts 
of driving under the influence of an alco-
holic beverage and driving at nearly twice 
the legal blood-alcohol limit. He could get
six months in jail and a $1,000 fine if con-
victed.  Authorities say Lopez owned the
Rolls-Royce carrying her and her two chil-
dren, but her friend, actress Leah Remini,
was driving. No one was injured in the Sep-
tember crash. 



 BY CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The United 
States is back and ready to drive 
global growth in 2015.

After long struggling to claw its 
way out of the Great Recession, 
the world’s biggest economy is 
on an extended win streak that is 
edging it closer to full health. But 
the new year doesn’t look quite so 
bright in other major countries.

China is slowing as it transitions 
from investment to consumption. 
Japan has slid into a recession. 
Russia appears headed for one. 
Europe is barely growing.

 Meanwhile, the U.S. economy 
is expected to expand 3.1 percent 
next year, according to a survey 
by the National Association for 
Business Economics. It would be 
the first year of 3 percent growth 
since 2005.

The acceleration of U.S. growth 
is a key reason the global economy 
is also expected to grow faster, at 
about 3 percent, up from 2.5 per-
cent in 2014, according to econo-

mists at JPMorgan Chase and 
IHS Global Insight.

 Plunging oil prices are a big rea-
son for the optimism. Prices have 
been cut roughly in half since sum-
mer. In some areas of the country, 
gasoline prices have slipped below 
$2 a gallon. The drop, along with 
more fuel-efficient cars, will save 
the average U.S. household $550 
on gas next year, according to the 
U.S. Energy Information Admin-
istration. That means consumers 
have more to spend on items like 
cars, furniture and appliances.

What’s more, Americans’ fi-

nances are in firmer shape. Job 
growth is accelerating. Business-
es are investing in buildings and 
software, and home building is 
expected to pick up.

Lower oil prices will also help 
Europe and Japan, and the global 
economy should expand faster 
than it did this year, economists 
say. But the divergence between 
the United States and most of the 
rest of the world is striking and 
carries some risks. Big exporters, 
from China to Germany to Japan, 
will depend heavily on a recover-
ing U.S. to boost their economies.

A pickup in global growth “is 
highly dependent on the assump-
tion that the U.S. economy con-
tinues to improve,” said Douglas 
Porter, chief economist at BMO 
Capital Markets. “If that doesn’t 
play out, there’s not much left for 
the global economy to fall back 
on. 

The gap between the U.S. and 
the rest of the world reflects a fun-
damental trait of the U.S. econo-
my: It’s more insulated from the 
rest of the world’s ups and downs 

than other major economies are. 
Exports account for just 14 per-
cent of U.S. output, the smallest 
share among the 34 mostly rich 
members of the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development.

  U.S. consumers are the main 
drivers of growth, and fortunes 
are looking up for more house-
holds. Employers are on track to 
add the most jobs in 15 years in 
2014. As a percentage of income, 
Americans’ debt has dropped to 
2002 levels. 
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Wednesday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Texas 29 20 Cldy
Akron, Ohio 20 14 PCldy
Albany, N.Y. 29 15 Cldy
Albuquerque 29 15 Cldy
Allentown, Pa. 32 22 PCldy
Amarillo 24 6 Cldy
Anchorage 37 34 Snow
Asheville 40 28 PCldy
Atlanta 50 36 PCldy
Atlantic City 37 24 Clr
Austin 38 35 Cldy
Baltimore 35 26 PCldy
Baton Rouge 53 36 PCldy
Billings 22 -6 Snow
Birmingham 47 30 Clr
Bismarck 21 -4 PCldy
Boise 19 4 Cldy
Boston 29 20 Clr
Bridgeport 35 19 Clr
Brownsville 63 59 Rain
Buffalo 23 18 Cldy
Burlington, Vt. 22 8 Cldy
Caribou, Maine 7 -5 Clr
Casper 14 -20 Clr
Charleston, S.C. 54 38 PCldy
Charleston, W.Va. 33 23 PCldy
Charlotte, N.C. 46 31 Cldy

Chattanooga 45 29 PCldy
Cheyenne 22 -21 Clr
Chicago 19 6 Clr
Cincinnati 26 17 Clr
Cleveland 21 16 Cldy
Colorado Springs 25 -13 PCldy
Columbia, S.C. 50 34 PCldy
Columbus, Ga. 56 37 PCldy
Columbus, Ohio 25 17 Clr
Concord, N.H. 24 7 PCldy
Corpus Christi 49 47 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 35 27 Cldy
Dayton 22 14 Clr
Daytona Beach 72 58 Cldy
Denver 20 -17 Clr
Des Moines 20 1 Clr
Detroit 21 16 PCldy
Duluth 10 -7 Clr
El Paso 43 29 Cldy
Elkins 27 16 PCldy
Erie 24 20 Snow
Eugene 33 15 Clr
Evansville 26 16 Cldy
Fairbanks 22 11 Cldy
Fargo 16 -7 PCldy
Flagstaff 29 21 Snow
Flint 20 12 PCldy
Fort Smith 34 22 Cldy

Fort Wayne 19 13 Clr
Fresno 45 31 Clr
Goodland 17 -12 Clr
Grand Junction 24 9 Cldy
Grand Rapids 21 15 Cldy
Great Falls 23 -2 PCldy
Green Bay 14 -2 PCldy
Greensboro, N.C. 44 29 PCldy
Harrisburg 31 24 PCldy
Hartford Spgfld 30 18 Clr
Helena 13 -8 PCldy
Honolulu 77 62 Clr
Houston 48 36 Cldy
Huntsville 44 25 PCldy
Indianapolis 21 11 Clr
Jackson, Miss. 47 28 Clr
Jacksonville 62 47 Cldy
Juneau 38 31 Rain
Kansas City 21 5 Clr
Key West 80 71 PCldy
Knoxville 41 26 PCldy
Lake Charles 52 37 PCldy
Lansing 20 13 PCldy
Las Vegas 38 35 Snow
Lexington 31 21 PCldy
Lincoln 20 -2 Clr
Little Rock 38 25 Cldy
Los Angeles 59 42 Clr

Louisville 31 22 PCldy
Lubbock 26 15 Cldy
Macon 55 37 PCldy
Madison 17 0 Clr
Medford 36 16 Clr
Memphis 39 27 Cldy
Miami Beach 81 69 Cldy
Midland-Odessa 25 19 Cldy
Milwaukee 18 5 Clr
Mpls-St Paul 14 -5 Clr
Missoula 12 -8 PCldy
Mobile 57 34 Clr
Montgomery 54 34 Clr
Nashville 36 22 Cldy
New Orleans 54 42 Clr
New York City 33 24 PCldy
Newark 34 23 Clr
Norfolk, Va. 43 30 Clr
North Platte 15 -19 Clr
Oklahoma City 26 13 Cldy
Omaha 19 -3 Clr
Orlando 76 60 PCldy
Paducah 29 17 Cldy
Pendleton 15 0 Clr
Peoria 19 5 Clr
Philadelphia 35 26 PCldy
Phoenix 53 45 Rain
Pittsburgh 23 17 Snow

Pocatello 11 -8 Clr
Portland, Maine 25 11 PCldy
Portland, Ore. 32 22 Clr
Providence 31 20 Clr
Pueblo 21 -18 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 45 30 PCldy
Rapid City 24 -11 Clr
Reno 25 11 Clr
Richmond 43 26 PCldy
Roanoke 40 26 Clr
Rochester 23 18 Cldy
Rockford 17 3 Clr
Sacramento 51 33 Clr
St Louis 25 10 Clr
St Petersburg 73 63 Cldy
St Thomas 84 76 PCldy
Salem, Ore. 33 17 Clr
Salt Lake City 18 1 Clr
San Angelo 30 25 Cldy
San Antonio 38 37 Cldy
San Diego 56 49 Rain
San Francisco 53 39 Clr
San Jose 53 35 Clr
Santa Fe 26 9 Cldy
St Ste Marie 17 5 Clr
Savannah 57 42 PCldy
Seattle 37 24 Clr
Shreveport 44 29 Cldy

Sioux City 16 -9 Clr
Sioux Falls 14 -10 Clr
South Bend 19 14 PCldy
Spokane 17 2 Clr
Springfield, Ill. 22 8 Clr
Springfield, Mo. 26 9 Cldy
Syracuse 25 15 Cldy
Tallahassee 63 43 Clr
Tampa 74 62 Cldy
Toledo 20 14 PCldy
Topeka 22 3 Clr
Tucson 62 44 Cldy
Tulsa 27 14 Cldy
Tupelo 44 26 Cldy
Waco 38 29 Cldy
Washington 39 31 Clr
W. Palm Beach 79 67 Cldy
Wichita 22 4 Cldy
Wichita Falls 31 17 Cldy
Wilkes-Barre 27 18 PCldy
Wilmington, Del. 35 24 PCldy
Yakima 20 6 Clr
Youngstown 23 14 Cldy

National temperature extremes
Hi: Mon., 85, Vero Beach, Fla. 
Lo: Mon., -20, Flag Island, Minn., and
Langdon, N.D.

WEATHER OUTLOOK

Mildenhall/
Lakenheath

42/37

Ramstein
32/23

Stuttgart
33/21

Lajes,
Azores
62/61

Rota
53/41

Morón
50/37 Sigonella

62/42

Naples
60/46

Aviano/
Vicenza
37/26

Pápa
26/17

Souda Bay
51/42

WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE

Brussels
37/30

Bahrain
71/64

Baghdad
66/42

Doha
78/59

Kuwait
City

74/47

Riyadh
75/50

Djibouti
85/69

Kandahar
61/32

Kabul
50/32

WEDNESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST THURSDAY IN THE PACIFIC

Misawa
32/24

Guam
85/78

Tokyo
47/32

Okinawa
58/51

Sasebo
40/36

Iwakuni
38/32

Seoul
25/16

Osan
27/18 Busan

38/23

The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (Dec. 31) .........................$1.2483
Dollar buys (Dec. 31) ........................€0.8011
British pound (Dec. 31) ........................ $1.59
Japanese yen (Dec. 31) ...................... 117.00
South Korean won (Dec. 31) ..........1,071.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3770
British pound .....................................$1.5520
Canada (Dollar) ................................... 1.1622
China (Yuan) ........................................6.2025
Denmark (Krone) ................................ 6.1150
Egypt (Pound) ...................................... 7.1493
Euro ........................................ $1.2175/0.8213
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7580
Hungary (Forint) .................................258.25
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.8930
Japan (Yen) ........................................... 119.07
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2925
Norway (Krone) ................................... 7.4312
Philippines (Peso).................................44.77
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.53
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7530
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.3220
South Korea (Won) ......................... 1,098.59
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.9877
Thailand (Baht) .....................................32.88
Turkey (Lira) .........................................2.3279
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.13
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.01
30-year bond  ........................................... 2.77

BUSINESS/WEATHER

Why US will power world economy in ’15

The percentage rate at which 
the U.S. economy is expected 
to expand next year. It would be 
the first year of 3 percent growth 
since 2005.

3.1
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Toyota, Chaser, 1998 $1000.00
White 98 Toyota Chaser. Great
family car, in-dash GPS,
DVD/CD player, stereo system,
lots of room, large trunk, power
windows. $1000 OBO. Please
call DSN: 246-5994 COMM:
046-806-5994 Email: Kriegsmar
ine76@hotmail.com 246-5994
werhmacht76@gmail.com

Toyota, Estima Lucida, 1999
$2500.00 Yokosuka: 1999 Toyo-
ta Estima Lucida Van. JCI Valid
through 16 March 2016. 59,000
kms/37,000miles. Silver Ext/
Blue and Grey Int. Second
Owner, Well maintained, Great
shape. ETC Card Reader Instal-
led, CD/Cass, Good AC/Heat,
Opening Sun roofs, Tinted Win-
dows, 2nd Row Seats rotate,
3rd Row seats fold up. Gets
about 400km on a tank. Availa-
ble in December. Call 090
6340-5067 819063405067

Suzuki, Everywagon, 2009
$5000.00 Yokosuka: 2009 Su-
zuki Everywagon Turbo. "K"-van
(yellow plate). JCI through 15
N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 6 .
39,000km/24,000miles. Original
Owner. Silveryblue Ext, Grey
Int. ETC Cardreader installed,
CD/MP3/Aux, AC/Heat, remote
activated power side door, tinted
glass, alloy rims, four new tires,
back seats fold flat. Great all
around. Available in December.
C a l l  0 9 0 -  6 3 4 0 - 5 0 6 7
819063405067

Honda , Sonata, 1997 $1300.00
1997 Honda Sonata for sale,
$1300. Working ac/heater, ten-
ted windows, New Battery, in
good condition. Available 2
January 15. Please call
010-4623-3899. 010-4623-3899

Lexus, IS350, 2006 $10000.00
US Spec 4 Door Sedan. Excel-
lent condition and runs great,
will not disappoint. Priced below
BB, serious inquiries only.
010-4329-2236 or pressleys@h
otmai l .com 01044112738
robkorea@yahoo.com

Honda, Civic EX, 2005
$4300.00 Auto, 4dr Sedan, A/C,
Heat, Power Locks/Windows,
Cruise Control, Moon Roof,
Runs Great, US Spec, and Fuel
Economy. $4300 OBO, Call
010-8952-1453 010-8952-1453
enterpak@hotmail.com

Moving Sale- Everything must
go! $300.00 Twin bed, desk, two
small dressers, lamps, kitchen
goods, HP laser printer (8 mos
old.) Best offers - you pick up.
W e b b  0 1 0 - 8 9 5 9 - 8 5 4 6
010-8959-8546 courtne@earthli
nk.net

Ford, Fusion SEL, 2011
$12500.00 This is fully loaded it
comes with * Leather * heated
seats * sunroof * BLIS System
(it will tell you when someone is
in your blind spot (awesome
feature) * Back Up Camera
(Super useful) * reserve sensing
system * 12 Speaker Sony
Audio System * Bluetooth * 19"
inch alloy wheels * Great MPG!
2.5L * This car has always been
properly maintained with oil
changes/tire Call more info @
010-5162-6499 82-010-5162-
6499 nik00117@gmail.com

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Autos for Sale
- Japan 146

Autos for Sale
- Japan 146

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Autos for Sale
- Japan 146

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Furniture 510

Office assistant needed for H&R
Block Mainz Kastel. Email Mr.
C l e m o n s  a t
eclemons@hrblock.com for info.

H o n d a ,  S 2 0 0 0 ,  2 0 0 2
$14,000.00, 240 HP. Silverstone
color, leather interior. German
model, German title. Located in
Ramstein area. Serious enqui-
ries only. For information please
contact Marty at: 0174 134
8691, martin.aiara@yahoo.com

Jobs Offered 630

House close to Ramstein &
K-town, 175 sq-m, 4 bdrm,
built-in kitchen, 1.5 baths, big
terrace, 2 balconies, 1 garage,
laundry room, well insulated
3-layer glass windows, eletric
roller shutter with remote. butter

flower84@web.de
49(0)17678104681

House Unfurnished 878

Audi, A4 Station wagon, 1997
$600.00 260,000 KM (= 162k
Miles). This car is a daily driver.
It is in good condition and has
passed APK. I use it to travel
long distances regularly. New
brake pads purchased; new
all-weather tires replaced last
season. I'm selling as I have
upgraded to a newer car.
I N S P E C T I O N  I S
GUARANTEED! I will accept
Dollars or Euros. US & NATO ID
Card holders only please. If you
have any questions, please ask.
This car is a value for the price.
0171-473-9782 frank.hanchak
@gmail.com

Honda,  Accord,  1999
$2000.00, automatic transmis-
sion, 4 dr, good gas mileage (30
mpg), 144K miles, runs well, we
are selling because of PCS, can
have after 22 December. $2000
O B O .  C a l l  K e n t  a t
0 1 7 0 - 2 7 7 8 6 1 5 .
entdun@gmail.com

Volvo, XC60, 2012 $31700.00,
R-Design SUV (5 Doors Estate)
VIN: YV4902DZXC2291771
32,k miles - Excellent Condition
& No problems Black Sapphire
Metallic, T6 - 6 Cylinder injection
2953cc 325 HP, 6 Speed
Gear-tronic AWD US Spec,
Soft-beigeff-black Sports Leath-
er Platinum Pkg, DVD & NAV -
Map Europe, Climate & Tech-
nology Pkg, Floor Mats Rubber
Color Coord. Includes winter
floor mats (4), Cargo Space Mat
- Form Molded, Mud-flaps Front
& Rear. Call Rob: 0152387290
20=Stuttgart 0711 680 4438
bult62@yahoo.com

Mercedes Benz, ML350 Blue-
Tec, 2014 $69000.00 Diamond
White Metallic Tinted Windows,
7 Speed Automatic with Paddle
Shifters, Grey Leather & Heated
& Cooled Seats, Heated Rear
Seats, Heated Cooled Cup
Holders; European Navigation,
Bluetooth, iPhone, iPod & USB
connector Panorama Sunroof &
Heated Steering Wheel & AMG
Sports Package with 20" AMG
Wheels & Keyless Go Multi-
color Ambient Lighting, Bi-
Xenon Active Curve Assist
Lighting, Park Assist, Surround
View Camera, Distronic Plus
Cruise Control, Trailer hitch,
transferable US 4yr, 50,000 mile
warranty. 01752516957

Autos for Sale
- Benelux 150

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

THE UNITED STATES COM-
MEMORATIVE PRESIDENTIAL
COINS $90.00 THE UNITED
STATES COMMEMORATIVE
PRESIDENTIAL COLLECTION
FRAMED COINS - BILLS -
STAMPS -2- 1776-1976 Eisen-
hower Dollar + Eisenhower
Dollar Reverse 2- 1776-1976
Kennedy Half Dollar +Kennedy
Half Dollar Reverse 2-1776-
1976 Washington Quarter +
Washington Quarter Reverse
2-1974 Roosevelt Dime + Roo-
sevelt Dime Reverse 1- 1945
War Nickel, Jefferson Nickel
Reverse 1-1943 Steel Cent,
1974 Lincoln Cent, Memorial
Reverse 1-1944 Wartime Cent,
Wheat line Reverse 4 Stamps -
USA 13 cents commemorating
July 4, 1776 One Two dollar bill
reverse One Silver Certificate
One dollar bill series 1935 D
017684658955

Person to Person 800

Collectibles 350

Mitsubishi, Outlander, 2003
$4000.00 Automatic All Season
Tires FWD Color exterior: Black
Interior: Black Sits 5 passengers
Engine 4-Cyl, 2.4 L ABS Air
Conditioning Power Windows
Power Door Locks Cruise Con-
trol AM FM Stereo CD Player
and 135k miles. The car has a
few scratches which can be
easily removed. Just passed
inspection! New rotors, brake-
s,good tires,thermostat, front
lights, recent oil change. In the 3
years I owned this car I took it
several times in long trips.Never
had any problems with it.
onassisromero@yahoo.com

Jeep, Grand Cherokee Over-
land Summit 4x4, 2012
$34000.00 ,Absolutely loaded to
the max. 36,000 miles, V8 5.7L
360HP HEMI, tow package, 20"
premium wheels, quadralift air
suspension allows you to raise
and lower the truck for offroad or
onroad performance, driving
conditons selector, Saddle
leather interior, dash, accents,
front and rear seats heated,
cooled front seats, heated steer-
ing wheel, sunroof, rear enter-
tainment center with game con-
sole plug-ins, adaptive cruise
control, 5 years of extended
warranty left, way too much to
l i s t . . . .  $ 3 4 , 0 0 0  o b o
tylito2000@gmail.com

Volkswagen, Tiguan TSI (SE),
2012 $19850.00 (Turbo Sport
Injection) with 16,500 miles.
Dark Blue with Tan Leather
interior. Front seat heaters, side
view mirror heaters. This car is
quick and comfortable with
seating for five adults. Media
system includes a touchscreen
with 6 CD Changer and IPod
connection. Car was purchased
in APR 2012; priced $500 below
NADA and includes one final full
service for free and an extended
7-year warranty (4.5 years left)
from Military Auto Source. Great
car for Europe!!! 39335424891
daniel.brush@us.army.mil

Home Furniture $60.00 Moving
Sale - Prices range from $10 to
$60 -bookshelves, end tables,
movie cabinet, dressers,
shrunks, ceiling fans and side
t a b l e s  4 9 9 8 4 7 3 2 8 9 9 9 3
etsmith341@yahoo.com

Harley Davidson, Heritage Sof-
tail Clasic, 1996, garage kept,
low milage. $11000 or best
offer. 0162-251-9651 andy.jaco
bs@us.army.mil

BMW, Z4 , 2009 $450.00
RIMMS SPORT PKG (2EA),
2251⁄20-1⁄4553⁄85 R18W (NEW)
Never used. IT'S ONLY TWO
RIMMS... ONE FOR THE
FRONT AND THE OTHER ONE
FOR THE BACK. aVAILABLE
IN DARMSTADT, GERMANY.
0491703610922 artur_pinheiro
@yahoo.com

Automotive 140 Furniture 510Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Italy 144

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Announcements 040 Motorcycles 164Automotive 140
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Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules.
myafn.net

Sports 
on AFN

College basketball

AP Men’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in The Associated 

Press’ college basketball poll, with first-
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Dec. 28, total points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking:
 Record Pts Prv
1. Kentucky (65) 13-0 1,625 1
2. Duke 10-0 1,559 2
3. Virginia 11-0 1,457 5
4. Wisconsin 12-1 1,395 6
5. Louisville 11-1 1,327 4
6. Villanova 12-0 1,316 7
7. Gonzaga 12-1 1,249 8
8. Arizona 12-1 1,243 3
9. Iowa St. 9-1 1,005 12
10. Utah 9-2 956 14
11. Texas 10-2 903 9
12. Maryland 12-1 869 15
13. Kansas 9-2 775 10
14. Notre Dame 12-1 709 16
15. St. John’s 11-1 690 17
16. Wichita St. 10-2 630 11
17. West Virginia 11-1 584 18
18. Oklahoma 8-3 530 19
19. North Carolina 9-3 483 20
20. Ohio St. 11-2 435 21
21. Washington 11-1 253 13
22. Baylor 10-1 238 22
23. N. Iowa 11-1 216 23
24. Colorado St. 13-0 194 24
25. Georgetown 8-3 140 —

Others receiving votes: TCU 132, 
VCU 101, San Diego St. 40, Arkansas 27, 
George Washington 7, LSU 7, Old Do-
minion 7, Penn St. 5, UNLV 5, Indiana 4, 
Florida 2, Minnesota 2, Stanford 2, Army 
1, California 1, Davidson 1.

 Monday’s men’s scores
EAST

Boston College 70, Mass.-Lowell 47
Boston U. 69, Wentworth 46
Fairleigh Dickinson 85, Towson 84, OT
Guilford 87, S. Maine 80
Lehman 78, Shenandoah 63
Quinnipiac 81, Maine 64
Rider 76, Wagner 71
St. John Fisher 67, Old Westbury 37
Susquehanna 82, Rutgers-Camden 63
Utica 78, Washington & Jefferson 60

SOUTH
Auburn 64, Middle Tennessee 48
Bluefield 88, Emory & Henry 60
Cardinal Stritch 95, St. Catharine 84
Charleston Southern 81, Johnson 47
Chattanooga 78, Lipscomb 60
Concordia (Calif.) 72, Mobile 65
DePauw 73, Washington (Md.) 63
Denison 91, Berry 82
Duke 86, Toledo 69
FIU 76, Florida A&M 55
LSU 87, Southern Miss. 67
NC Central 70, IUPUI 49
Old Dominion 69, Mount St. Mary’s 35
Randolph-Macon 85, Carroll (Wis.) 56
Tennessee Tech 87, North Florida 84
VCU 72, Cleveland St. 63
Valparaiso 79, James Madison 52
W. Kentucky 104, Alice Lloyd 62

MIDWEST
Chicago St. 69, Nebraska-Omaha 66
Finlandia 68, Manchester 65
Illinois St. 99, Quincy 57
Miami (Ohio) 69, Capital 46
N. Illinois 83, Hampton 51
Wilmington (Ohio) 92, Alma 85
Wis.-Eau Claire 83, Hobart 78, 2OT

SOUTHWEST
Concordia-Austin 90, Skidmore 75
Morehead St. 95, Cent. Arkansas 60
SMU 70, Midwestern St. 61
Sam Houston St. 102, Howard Payne 

47
TCU 60, Tennessee St. 40
Texas 66, Rice 55
Texas Tech 60, North Texas 45

FAR WEST
BYU 97, Portland 88
Denver 77, Saint Joseph’s 73, OT
Hawaii 71, Southern U. 57
Gonzaga 60, San Diego 48
Oregon 68, UC Irvine 67, OT
Pepperdine 69, Loyola Marymount 56
Saint Mary’s (Cal) 69, San Francisco 

56
Santa Clara 57, Pacific 40
Stanford 74, Ark.-Pine Bluff 39
Stephen F. Austin 61, CS Northridge 57

TOURNAMENT
Nicholet National Bank Tournament

First Round
John Carroll 87, Wis.-Stout 79
St. Norbert 82, St. Scholastica 55

AP Women’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in The Associated 

Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Dec. 28, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote
through one point for a 25th-place vote
and last week’s ranking:
  Record  Pts Prv
1. South Carolina (24) 12-0 864  1
2. UConn (7) 9-1 835  2
3. Texas (4) 10-0 814  3
4. Notre Dame  12-1 757  4
5. Texas A&M  11-1 732  5
6. Baylor  10-1 666  6
7. Louisville  11-1 632  7
8. Tennessee  10-2 625  8
9. North Carolina 11-1 586  9
10. Duke 8-3 542 10
11. Kentucky  11-2 504 12
12. Nebraska 10-1 497 12
13. Oregon St.  10-1 480 10
14. Maryland  9-2 428 15
15. Stanford  8-4 359 16
16. Rutgers  10-2 327 17
17. Mississippi St.  14-0 311 19
18. Oklahoma St. 9-1 299 18
19. Georgia 12-1 241 14
20. Iowa 10-2 159 23
21. Syracuse 9-3 148 22
22. Arizona St.  11-1 115 25
23. Seton Hall 12-1  73  —
24. Michigan St.  8-4  64 20
25. DePaul 9-4  61  —

Others receiving votes: Northwestern
53, Princeton 52, West Virginia 25, Chat-
tanooga 20, W. Kentucky 20, California
15, James Madison 14, Washington 13,
Florida St. 12, Washington St. 12, Green 
Bay 8, Arkansas 5, St. John’s 5, Dayton 1, 
Indiana St. 1.

Monday’s women’s scores
EAST

Delaware 68, Rider 53
Lehman 57, Shenandoah 49
Penn 69, UMBC 63
Saint Joseph’s 61, CS Northridge 54
Stony Brook 52, Norfolk St. 46
UConn 83, Duke 52
West Virginia 101, St. Francis (Pa.) 46

SOUTH
Alabama A&M 73, Kennesaw St. 66
Clemson 64, NJIT 47
Dillard 65, Harris-Stowe 55
ETSU 76, Iona 64
Emory & Henry 74, Centenary (NJ) 65
FAU 84, UNC Wilmington 80
Florida Gulf Coast 71, Quinnipiac 65
Florida St. 73, Jacksonville 46
LSU-Shreveport 66, Xavier (NO) 62, OT
Louisville 73, Evansville 51
Maryland 87, Ohio St. 78
Mississippi 79, SE Louisiana 71, OT
Mississippi St. 83, Ark.-Pine Bluff 26
Southern Miss. 89, Nicholls St. 57
St. Scholastica 43, Kenyon 42
Vanderbilt 66, James Madison 62
W. Kentucky 66, Belmont 50

MIDWEST
Adrian 70, Kean 57
Alverno 82, Northland 51
Carthage 86, St. Mary’s (Ind.) 42
Chattanooga 67, South Dakota 54
Davenport 100, Grace Bible 56
Hanover 79, CCNY 54
Kansas 66, Samford 44
Minnesota 72, Nebraska 69
Ohio 71, Cleveland St. 64
Roosevelt 88, Marygrove 53
S. Dakota St. 74, N. Iowa 60
W. Michigan 51, Holy Cross 40
Wis.-Superior 71, Marian (Wis.) 55
Youngstown St. 75, Akron 62

SOUTHWEST
Arkansas 77, Grambling St. 35
Baylor 108, Prairie View 64
Oklahoma St. 89, Northwestern St. 44
UTSA 75, SIU-Edwardsville 60

FAR WEST
Arizona 61, UT-Martin 56
BYU 83, Portland 79
California 79, Old Dominion 59
Oregon 70, Seattle 44
Pacific 61, Santa Clara 59
Saint Mary’s (Cal) 68, San Francisco

66
Utah 54, Charlotte 52
Washington 70, Texas A&M 49

TOURNAMENT
Cyclone Challenge

First Round
Iowa St. 90, Howard 44
UC Riverside 79, Brown 65

FIU Sun & Fun Classic
First Round

Auburn 81, FIU 44
Hampton 64, Bowling Green 53

Fordham Holiday Classic
First Round

Fordham 63, Savannah St. 53
Princeton 64, Hartford 51
Georgia Tech Holiday Tournament

First Round
Georgia Tech 71, Lipscomb 53
Louisiana Tech 83, Harvard 64

Miami Holiday Tournament
Championship

Miami 76, LSU 71
Third Place

Florida A&M 70, UNC-Greensboro 64
Parsippany Holiday Tournament

Championship
Montclair St. 76, Salisbury 54

Stritch Holiday Classic
First Round

Cardinal Stritch 74, William Penn 41
St. Ambrose 80, Holy Cross (Ind.) 64 

Dec. 31
1974 — Catfish Hunter, baseball’s first 

free agent, signs with the New York Yan-
kees. 

1988 — A blinding fog rolls in dur-
ing the second quarter of the Chicago 
Bears’ 20-12 NFC semifinal victory over 
the Philadelphia Eagles at Soldier Field 
in Chicago. The fog obscures the game 
from most of the 65,534 fans present and 
a national television audience that could 
watch only ground-level shots. 

2003 — Englishman Rhys Lloyd kicks a 
42-yard field goal with 23 seconds left to 
give Minnesota a 31-30 victory over Ore-
gon in the Sun Bowl. The Golden Gophers 
finish the year 10-3, their first 10-win sea-
son since 1905.

2004 — Louisville snaps Boise State’s 
22-game winning streak in the highest-
scoring Liberty Bowl ever. The Cardinals 
(11-1) hold off the Broncos 44-40 to match 
a school record for victories in a season. 

2006 — San Diego coach Marty Schot-
tenheimer wins his 200th regular-season 
game, joining Don Shula, George Halas, 
Tom Landry and Curly Lambeau in that 
exclusive club. 

Jan. 1
1934 — Columbia upsets Stanford 7-0 

in the Rose Bowl when Al Barabas scores 
in the third quarter on a 17-yard hidden-
ball play.

1935 — Bucknell beats Miami 26-0 in 
the first Orange Bowl.

1991 — Georgia Tech routs Nebraska 45-
21 in the Citrus Bowl to finish as college 
football’s only unbeaten team (11-0-1).

1992 — Miami beats Nebraska 22-0 in 
the Orange Bowl, the first shutout of the 
Cornhuskers since 1973, and finishes with 
a 12-0 record. 

1993 — Florida State beats Nebraska 27-14 
in the Orange Bowl to set an NCAA record by 
winning eight consecutive bowl games.

 1999 — Ron Dayne rushes for 246 yards 
and a record-tying four touchdowns as 
Wisconsin beats UCLA 38-31 in the Rose 
Bowl.

2000 — Georgia’s Hap Hines kicks a 21-
yard field goal in overtime to complete the 
greatest comeback in bowl history. The 
Bulldogs pull out a 28-25 victory over Pur-
due after trailing 25-0 early in the second 
quarter in the Outback Bowl.  

2005 — David Greene, the winningest 
quarterback in NCAA history with 42 
victories, passes for 264 yards and two 
touchdowns in his last game as Georgia 
beats Wisconsin 24-21 in the Outback 
Bowl.  

2006 — Seattle’s Shaun Alexander sets 
the NFL mark for touchdowns in a season 
with 28 and wins the league rushing title 
with 1,880 yards. He breaks Priest Hol-
mes’ mark of 27 set in 2003 with a 1-yard 
run, the 100th touchdown of his career.

2006 — New England’s Doug Flutie con-
verts the NFL’s first successful drop kick 
in 64 years during a 28-26 loss to Miami. 

2007 — Boise State, after tying the 
game with seven seconds to go in regu-
lation, stuns No. 7 Oklahoma 43-42 in 
overtime to win the Fiesta Bowl. The No. 
9 Broncos win on Ian Johnson’s 2-point 
conversion run after receiver Vinny Per-
retta throws a fourth-down touchdown 
pass to Derek Schouman.

2008 — Sidney Crosby’s shootout goal 
gives Pittsburgh a 2-1 win over the Buf-
falo Sabres in the outdoor Winter Classic 
in front of a league-record 71,217 fans. 

2009 — Southern California beats Penn 
State 38-24 to become the first team to 
win three consecutive Rose Bowls.

2010 — Florida State scores 20 straight 
points to knock off West Virginia 33-21 
in the Gator Bowl. It’s the final game of 
Bobby Bowden’s storied 44-year career 
as a head coach. Bowden finishes with a 
389-129-4 record and a 33rd consecutive 
winning season.

2010 — Tim Tebow passes for a career-
high 482 yards and three touchdowns, 
ran for 51 yards and another score, as 
fifth-ranked Florida overwhelms No. 4 
Cincinnati 51-24 in the Sugar Bowl. Tebow 
finishes with 533 total yards — more than 
anyone in Bowl Championship Series his-
tory.

2010 — Boston’s Marco Sturm caps a 
late comeback with an overtime goal as 
the Bruins beat Philadelphia 2-1 in the 
Winter Classic, the first NHL game at 
Fenway Park.   

Deals

Monday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Agreed to 

terms with RHP Edinson Volquez on a 
two-year contract.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Announced 1B/
OF Chris Parmelee declined outright as-
signment and chose free agency.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Traded RHP 
Shawn Kelley to San Diego for RHP John-
ny Barbato.

National League
SAN DIEGO PADRES — Designated RHP 

Keyvius Sampson for assignment. 
FOOTBALL

National Football League
NFL — Suspended Detroit DT Ndamu-

kong Suh one game for a violation of 
safety-related playing rules during Sun-
day’s game.

ATLANTA FALCONS — Fired coach 
Mike Smith.

BUFFALO BILLS — QB Kyle Orton an-
nounced his retirement. Signed S Deon 
Broomfield, LB Jimmy Gaines, DE Bryan 
Johnson, CB Rod Sweeting, DT Jeremy 
Towns, QB Jeff Tuel, OGs William Camp-
bell and D.J. Morrell and WRs Caleb Hol-
ley and Tobais Palmer to futures con-
tracts.

CHICAGO BEARS — Fired coach Marc 
Trestman and general manager Phil Em-
ery. Signed G Conor Boffeli, LB Jonathan 
Brown, WR Rashad Lawrence, TE Jacob 
Maxwell and OT Jason Weaver to futures 
contracts.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed OL 
Karim Barton, WR Kevin Cone, DB Kend-
all James, LB Keith Pough and DL Calvin 
Barnett, Christian Tupou and Jacobbi 
McDaniel to futures contracts.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Signed LB 
Eric Martin to the practice squad.

NEW YORK JETS — Fired coach Rex 
Ryan and general manager John Idzik.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Signed DB 
Ri’Shard Anderson, G Justin McCray, 
T Will Poehls, RB Lache Seastrunk, QB 
Alex Tanney and LBs Nate Askew, Yawin 
Smallwood and Chaz Sutton to futures 
contracts.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

CAROLINA HURRICANES — Activated C 
Jordan Staal from injured reserve.

COLORADO AVALANCHE — Assigned G 
Roman Will from Lake Erie (AHL) to Fort 
Wayne (ECHL).

DALLAS STARS — Recalled D Jamie 
Oleksiak from Texas (AHL).

EDMONTON OILERS — Claimed F Matt 
Fraser off waivers from Boston. Released 
F Steve Pinizzotto. Traded F Mark Arco-
bello to Nashville for C Derek Roy.

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Recalled Fs Joe 
Whitney and Stefan Matteau from Al-
bany (AHL).

NEW YORK ISLANDERS — Loaned G 
Kent Simpson to Stockton (ECHL).

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS — Assigned G 
Eric Hartzell from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
(AHL) to Wheeling (ECHL). 

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

SEATTLE S0UNDERS — Signed D Ty-
rone Mears. 

College hockey

Monday’s scores
EAST

UMass 5, Air Force 1
Providence 3, Vermont 0
Robert Morris 4, Penn St. 2
Colgate 2, W. Michigan 1

SOUTH
Miami (Ohio) 3, Cornell 0
Lake Superior St. 2, Notre Dame 1

MIDWEST
Michigan Tech 4, Ferris State 2
Michigan 2, Michigan St. 1  

AP sportlight

College football

Bowl schedule
Saturday, Dec. 20
New Orleans Bowl

Louisiana-Lafayette 16, Nevada 3
New Mexico Bowl
At Albuquerque

Utah State 21, UTEP 6
Las Vegas Bowl

Utah 45, Colorado State 10
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl

At Boise
Air Force 38, Western Michigan 24

Camelia Bowl
At Montgomery, Ala.

Bowling Green 33, South Alabama 28
Monday, Dec. 22

Miami Beach Bowl
Memphis 55, BYU 48, 2OT

Tuesday, Dec. 23
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl

Marshall 52, Northern Illinois 23
Poinsettia Bowl

At San Diego
Navy 17, San Diego State 16

Wednesday, Dec. 24
Bahamas Bowl

At Nassau
Western Kentucky 49, Central Michi-

gan 48
Hawaii Bowl
At Honolulu

Rice 30, Fresno State 6
Friday, Dec. 26

Heart of Dallas Bowl
Louisiana Tech 35, Illinois 18

Quick Lane Bowl
At Detroit

Rutgers 40, North Carolina 21
St. Petersburg (Fla.) Bowl

N.C. State 34, UCF 27
Saturday, Dec. 27

Military Bowl
At Annapolis, Md.

Virginia Tech 33, Cincinnati 17
Sun Bowl

At El Paso, Texas
Arizona State 36, Duke 31

Independence Bowl
At Shreveport, La.

South Carolina 24, Miami 21
Pinstripe Bowl
At Bronx, N.Y.

Penn State 31, Boston College 30, OT
Holiday Bowl
At San Diego

Southern Cal 45, Nebraska 42
Monday, Dec. 29

Liberty Bowl
At Memphis, Tennessee

Texas A&M 45, West Virginia 37
Russell Athletic Bowl

At Orlando, Florida
Clemson 40, Oklahoma 6

Texas Bowl
At Houston

Arkansas 31, Texas 7
Tuesday, Dec. 30
Music City Bowl

At Nashville, Tenn.
Notre Dame (7-5) vs. LSU (8-4)

Belk Bowl
At Charlotte, N.C.

Louisville (9-3) vs. Georgia (9-3)
Fosters Farm Bowl

At Santa Clara, Calif.
Stanford (7-5) vs. Maryland (7-5)

Wednesday, Dec. 31
Peach Bowl
At Atlanta

Mississippi (9-3) vs. TCU (11-1)
Fiesta Bowl

At Glendale, Ariz.
Boise State (11-2) vs. Arizona (10-3)

Orange Bowl
At Miami Gardens, Fla.

Mississippi State (10-2) vs. Georgia 
Tech (10-3)

Thursday, Jan. 1
Outback Bowl
At Tampa, Fla.

Wisconsin (10-3) vs. Auburn (8-4)
Cotton Bowl Classic
At Arlington, Texas

Michigan State (10-2) vs. Baylor (11-1)
Citrus Bowl

At Orlando, Fla.
Minnesota (8-4) vs. Missouri (10-3)

Rose Bowl
At Pasadena, Calif.

Playoff semifinal: Oregon (12-1) vs. 
Florida State (13-0)

Sugar Bowl
At New Orleans

Playoff semifinal: Alabama (12-1) vs. 
Ohio State (12-1)

Friday, Jan. 2
Armed Forces Bowl

At Fort Worth, Texas
Pittsburgh (6-6) vs. Houston (7-5)

TaxSlayer Bowl
At Jacksonville, Fla.

Iowa (7-5) vs. Tennessee (6-6)
Alamo Bowl

At San Antonio
UCLA (9-3) vs. Kansas State (9-3)

Cactus Bowl
At Tempe, Ariz.

Oklahoma State (6-6) vs. Washington 
(8-5)

Saturday, Jan. 3
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl

Florida (6-5) vs. East Carolina (8-4)
Sunday, Jan. 4
GoDaddy Bowl
At Mobile, Ala.

Toledo (8-4) vs. Arkansas State (7-5)
Saturday, Jan. 10

Medal of Honor Bowl
At Charleston, S.C.

American vs. National
Monday, Jan. 12

College Football Championship
At Arlington, Texas

Sugar Bowl winner vs. Rose Bowl win-
ner

Saturday, Jan. 17
East-West Shrine Classic

At St. Petersburg, Fla.
East vs. West

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl
At Carson, Calif.

National vs. American
Saturday, Jan. 24

Senior Bowl
At Mobile, Ala.

North vs. South 

 FCS playoffs
 First Round

Saturday, Nov. 29
Fordham 44, Sacred Heart 22
Indiana State 36, Eastern Kentucky 16
Richmond 46, Morgan State 24
Sam Houston State 21, Southeastern 

Louisiana 17
South Dakota State 47, Montana State 

40
Montana 52, San Diego 14
Liberty 26, James Madison 21
Northern Iowa 44, Stephen F. Austin 

10
Second Round

Saturday, Dec. 6
New Hampshire 44, Fordham 19
Chattanooga 35, Indiana State 14
Coastal Carolina 36, Richmond 15
Illinois State 41, Northern Iowa 21
Sam Houston State 37, Jacksonville 

State 26
North Dakota State 27, South Dakota 

State 24
Eastern Washington 37, Montana 20
Villanova 29, Liberty 22

Quarterfinals
Friday, Dec. 12

New Hampshire 35, Chattanooga 30
Saturday, Dec. 13

North Dakota State 39, Coastal Caro-
lina 32

Sam Houston State 34, Villanova 31
Illinois State 59, Eastern Washington 

49
Semifinals

Friday, Dec. 19
North Dakota State 35, Sam Houston 

State 3
Saturday, Dec. 20

Illinois State 21, New Hampshire 18
Championship

Saturday, Jan. 10
At FC Dallas Stadium

Frisco, Texas
North Dakota State (14-1) vs. Illinois 

State (13-1)  
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Beal, Wizards fend 
off Rockets’ rally

Scoreboard

NBA

Roundup

 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Toronto 24 7 .774 —
Brooklyn 14 16 .467  9½
Boston 10 18 .357 12½
New York 5 28 .152 20
Philadelphia 4 25 .138 19

Southeast Division
Atlanta 22 8 .733 —
Washington 22 8 .733 —
Miami 14 18 .438  9
Orlando 13 21 .382 11
Charlotte 10 22 .313 13

Central Division
Chicago 22 9 .710 —
Cleveland 18 12 .600  3½
Milwaukee 16 16 .500  6½
Indiana 11 21 .344 11½
Detroit 7 23 .233 14½

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Memphis 22 8 .733 —
Houston 21 9 .700  1
Dallas 22 10 .688  1
San Antonio 19 13 .594  4
New Orleans 15 15 .500  7

Northwest Division
Portland 25 7 .781 —
Oklahoma City 15 17 .469 10
Denver 13 18 .419 11½
Utah 10 21 .323 14½
Minnesota 5 24 .172 18½

Pacific Division
Golden State 24 5 .828 —
L.A. Clippers 21 11 .656  4½
Phoenix 18 14 .563  7½
Sacramento 13 18 .419 12
L.A. Lakers 9 22 .290 16

Monday’s games
Chicago 92, Indiana 90
Milwaukee 104, Charlotte 94, OT
Orlando 102, Miami 101
Brooklyn 107, Sacramento 99
Washington 104, Houston 103
L.A. Clippers 101, Utah 97

Tuesday’s games
Detroit at Orlando
Cleveland at Atlanta
Phoenix at New Orleans
Brooklyn at Chicago
San Antonio at Memphis
Washington at Dallas
L.A. Lakers at Denver
Minnesota at Utah
Toronto at Portland
Philadelphia at Golden State

Wednesday’s games
Sacramento at Boston
Miami at Indiana
New York at L.A. Clippers
Charlotte at Houston
New Orleans at San Antonio
Milwaukee at Cleveland
Phoenix at Oklahoma City

Thursday’s games
Denver at Chicago
Sacramento at Minnesota

Friday’s games
Cleveland at Charlotte
Brooklyn at Orlando
Dallas at Boston
Detroit at N.Y. Knicks
Houston at New Orleans
Washington at Oklahoma City
Indiana at Milwaukee
Philadelphia at Phoenix
Atlanta at Utah
Toronto at Golden State
Memphis at L.A. Lakers 

 Monday
Clippers 101, Jazz 97

UTAH — Hayward 8-20 2-3 22, Favors 6-
16 3-9 15, Kanter 8-17 0-0 16,  Burke 4-10 
1-2 11, Hood 2-6 4-5 9, Gobert 5-7 1-1 11, 
Exum 3-6 0-0 7,  Ingles 1-4 0-0 2, Booker 
0-4 2-2 2, Christopher 1-2 0-0 2,  Novak 0-0 
0-0 0. Totals 38-92 13-22 97.

L.A. CLIPPERS — Barnes 4-8 2-2 13, Grif-
fin 10-20 4-6 24, Jordan 2-4 1-2 5,  Paul 7-14 
3-4 20, Redick 6-13 4-4 17, Crawford 6-14 
3-4 17,  Hawes 1-4 0-0 2, Farmar 1-1 0-0 3, 
Bullock 0-0 0-0 0, Davis 0-3 0-0 0. Totals 
37-81 17-22 101.

Utah 18 26 33 20— 97
L.A. Clippers 25 23 29 24—101
Three-Point Goals—Utah 8-19 (Hay-

ward 4-7, Burke 2-3, Exum 1-1, Hood 1-3,  
Christopher 0-1, Kanter 0-1, Ingles 0-3), 
L.A. Clippers 10-23 (Barnes  3-5, Paul 
3-5, Crawford 2-4, Farmar 1-1, Redick 
1-6, Hawes 0-2). Fouled  Out—None. Re-
bounds—Utah 60 (Gobert 13), L.A. Clip-
pers 52 (Jordan 19).  Assists—Utah 26 
(Hayward 7), L.A. Clippers 24 (Paul 8). 
Total Fouls—Utah  22, L.A. Clippers 16. 
Technicals—Griffin. A—19,060 (19,060).  

Wizards 104, Rockets 103
WASHINGTON — Pierce 7-9 6-6 21, 

Nene 5-9 2-2 12, Gortat 4-8 1-2 9,  Wall 4-10 
5-6 13, Beal 9-17 10-10 33, Humphries 0-6 
0-0 0,  Butler 3-5 0-0 8, Seraphin 1-4 2-2 4, 
Porter 0-0 0-0 0,  Gooden 0-2 0-0 0, Miller 
2-3 0-0 4. Totals 35-73 26-28 104.

HOUSTON — Ariza 6-15 1-1 15, Smith 1-
6 1-4 3, Howard 6-11 1-3 13,  Beverley 4-8 
0-0 10, Harden 12-23 6-7 33, Motiejunas 1-
3 1-2 3,  Brewer 5-13 3-4 15, Dorsey 2-2 1-2 
5, Terry 3-5 0-0 6. Totals 40-86 14-23 103.

Washington 24 22 32 26—104
Houston 27 18 22 36—103
Three-Point Goals—Washington 8-18 

(Beal 5-11, Butler 2-2, Pierce 1-3,  Wall 
0-1, Nene 0-1), Houston 9-29 (Harden 3-
8, Brewer 2-5, Beverley 2-6,  Ariza 2-8, 
Motiejunas 0-1, Smith 0-1). Fouled Out—
None.  Rebounds—Washington 44 (Gor-
tat 7), Houston 51 (Harden, Motiejunas,  
Dorsey 6). Assists—Washington 21 (Wall 
12), Houston 19 (Beverley,  Harden, Terry 
4). Total Fouls—Washington 21, Houston 
20. A—18,322  (18,023).  

Bulls 92, Pacers 90
CHICAGO — Dunleavy 3-5 1-1 8, Gasol 7-

14 6-6 20, Noah 2-7 2-2 6,  Rose 5-20 6-6 17, 
Butler 8-20 9-12 27, Gibson 2-6 3-4 7,  Brooks 
0-4 2-2 2, Mirotic 2-4 0-0 5, Snell 0-0 0-0 0, 
Moore 0-4 0-0 0. Totals 29-84 29-33 92.

INDIANA — S.Hill 3-7 3-6 10, West 5-8 0-
0 10, Hibbert 3-8 0-1 6,  G.Hill 4-11 2-2 11, 
Stuckey 2-5 1-1 5, Miles 4-11 1-2 11,  Scola 
4-8 2-4 10, Allen 3-8 0-1 6, Watson 1-7 2-2 
4,  Copeland 7-10 2-2 17. Totals 36-83 13-
21 90.

Chicago 22 25 34 11—92
Indiana 17 18 30 25—90
Three-Point Goals—Chicago 5-13 (But-

ler 2-2, Mirotic 1-1, Dunleavy 1-2,  Rose 1-7, 
Moore 0-1), Indiana 5-13 (Miles 2-3, Cope-
land 1-1, S.Hill 1-3,  G.Hill 1-3, Watson 0-3). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Chicago 
60 (Dunleavy  10), Indiana 54 (Scola, Allen 
8). Assists—Chicago 17 (Rose 6), Indiana  
18 (Allen 5). Total Fouls—Chicago 16, In-
diana 25. Technicals—Gibson,  Chicago 
Coach Thibodeau. A—18,165 (18,165). 

Magic 102, Heat 101
ORLANDO — Harris 8-14 0-0 18, O’Quinn 

2-2 0-0 5, Vucevic 12-17 2-3 26,  Oladipo 7-
12 5-6 22, Payton 2-5 0-0 4, Frye 5-11 0-0 
13,  Fournier 0-4 2-4 2, Dedmon 2-4 0-0 4, 
B.Gordon 3-8 0-0 8. Totals 41-77 9-13 102.

MIAMI — Deng 5-11 3-4 14, Andersen 
2-2 1-2 5, Bosh 8-17 4-7 20,  Chalmers 1-3 
0-0 2, Wade 7-14 11-11 25, Cole 2-5 2-2 6,  
Granger 7-10 1-3 21, Whiteside 1-1 6-11 8. 
Totals 33-63 28-40 101.

Orlando 26 24 27 25—102
Miami 25 28 24 24—101
Three-Point Goals—Orlando 11-25 

(Oladipo 3-4, Frye 3-9, B.Gordon 2-4,  Har-
ris 2-4, O’Quinn 1-1, Payton 0-1, Fournier 
0-2), Miami 7-14 (Granger  6-7, Deng 1-
3, Wade 0-1, Bosh 0-1, Cole 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None.  Rebounds—Orlando 38 
(Vucevic 9), Miami 44 (Bosh 8). Assists—
Orlando 21  (Payton 8), Miami 18 (Wade 
6). Total Fouls—Orlando 25, Miami 15.  
A—19,887 (19,600).  

Bucks 104, Hornets 94 (OT)
MILWAUKEE — Antetokounmpo 7-8 2-3 

16, O’Bryant 1-1 0-0 2, Pachulia 6-7 3-4 15, 
Knight 8-19 0-0 18, Middleton 4-10 0-0 8, 
Dudley 5-10 5-5 17,  Mayo 3-13 5-6 13, Hen-
son 4-6 3-3 11, Bayless 1-8 0-0 2,  Marshall 
1-3 0-0 2. Totals 40-85 18-21 104.

CHARLOTTE — Kidd-Gilchrist 5-10 0-0 
10, Zeller 2-3 2-4 6, Jefferson 3-12 0-0 6, 
Walker 7-22 12-13 28, Henderson 7-13 4-4 
19, Williams 3-8 0-0 8,  Neal 2-8 3-3 7, Bi-
yombo 0-2 0-2 0, Hairston 1-5 0-0 3,  Rob-
erts 3-7 0-0 7. Totals 33-90 21-26 94.

Milwaukee 25 24 19 15 21—104
Charlotte 18 14 29 22 11— 94
Three-Point Goals—Milwaukee 6-21

(Dudley 2-4, Knight 2-5, Mayo 2-6,  Mid-
dleton 0-3, Bayless 0-3), Charlotte 7-25 
(Williams 2-3, Walker 2-8,  Hairston 1-3,
Henderson 1-3, Roberts 1-4, Neal 0-4). 
Fouled Out—None.  Rebounds—Milwau-
kee 54 (Dudley 9), Charlotte 56 (Williams
14).  Assists—Milwaukee 21 (Marshall 6), 
Charlotte 20 (Jefferson, Henderson  5). 
Total Fouls—Milwaukee 25, Charlotte 20. 
Technicals—Knight, Milwaukee  defen-
sive three second. A—17,430 (19,077).  

Nets 107, Kings 99
SACRAMENTO — Gay 9-21 6-6 25, 

Thompson 2-4 0-0 4, Cousins 9-12 6-9 24, 
Collison 5-7 4-5 16, McLemore 4-9 0-0 11, 
Derr.Williams 1-3 0-0 2,  McCallum 0-5 0-
0 0, Evans 0-2 0-0 0, Stauskas 3-5 0-0 8, 
Casspi 1-5 0-0 3, Landry 3-3 0-0 6, Hollins
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 37-76 16-20 99.

BROOKLYN — Johnson 6-13 2-2 16, 
Garnett 5-10 0-0 10, Plumlee 6-7 10-16
22,  Karasev 1-5 2-4 5, Jack 4-12 7-8 16, 
Teletovic 4-11 0-0 11,  Anderson 1-3 3-6 
6, Dero.Williams 2-6 2-2 6, Lopez 5-10 1-
1 11,  Bogdanovic 2-3 0-0 4. Totals 36-80 
27-39 107.

Sacramento 28 16 25 30— 99
Brooklyn 27 30 25 25—107
Three-Point Goals—Sacramento 9-20 

(McLemore 3-7, Collison 2-2, Stauskas 
2-2, Casspi 1-2, Gay 1-3, Derr.Williams 
0-1, McCallum 0-3), Brooklyn  8-21 (Tele-
tovic 3-7, Johnson 2-6, Anderson 1-1, Jack 
1-1, Karasev 1-3,  Bogdanovic 0-1, Dero.
Williams 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—Sacramento  49 (Cousins 13), 
Brooklyn 50 (Garnett 8). Assists—Sac-
ramento 22  (Collison 8), Brooklyn 20
(Johnson 6). Total Fouls—Sacramento 26, 
Brooklyn 18. A—17,732 (17,732).  

Scoring leaders
 G FG FT PTS AVG
Harden, HOU 30 248 256 822 27.4
James, CLE 29 256 171 731 25.2
Davis, NOR 29 279 155 713 24.6
Bryant, LAL 28 229 176 675 24.1
Anthony, NYK 29 263 131 698 24.1
Wade, MIA 24 218 109 560 23.3
Curry, GOL 29 240 106 671 23.1
Griffin, LAC 32 282 162 733 22.9
Aldridge, POR 28 253 119 640 22.9
Butler, CHI 29 208 199 644 22.2
Lillard, POR 32 235 140 697 21.8
Bosh, MIA 24 188 106 516 21.5 

 The Associated Press

 HOUSTON — Bradley Beal 
scored 33 points and Paul Pierce 
added 21, and Washington sur-
vived a furious fourth-quarter 
charge by Houston to beat the 
Rockets 104-103.

Nene added 12 points to go with 
five rebounds, and John Wall 
racked up 12 assists to go with 13 
points for Washington, which won 
its third straight to open a five-
game road trip.

James Harden scored 33 points 
— including a three-pointer with 
under a second to go in regulation 
to get Houston within a point — 
and Corey Brewer added 15 from 
the bench for the Rockets.

Houston outscored the Wizards 
on second-chance points (18-9) 
and points in the paint (50-34) 
but was plagued by poor shoot-
ing. Washington had no such is-
sues, shooting nearly 93 percent 
from the free-throw line and 44.4 
percent from beyond the arc.

Nets 107, Kings 99: Mason 
Plumlee continued his impressive 
play with a team-high 22 points, 
Joe Johnson and Jarret Jack each 
scored 16, and host Brooklyn held 
on to beat Sacramento. 

Clippers 101, Jazz 97: Blake 

Griffin scored 24 points and host 
Los Angeles beat Utah for its 12th 
straight victory over the Jazz, 
breaking the franchise record 
for consecutive losses against one 
club. 

Magic 102, Heat 101: Nikola 
Vucevic scored 26 points, Victor 
Oladipo scored seven of his 22 in 
the final minutes and visiting Or-
lando beat Miami.

Oladipo had a layup to tie it, 
then a free throw to put the Magic 
ahead to stay and give them their 
first win against Miami in 11 
tries. 

Bucks 104, Hornets 94 (OT): 
Brandon Knight scored 18 points, 
including a layup to force over-
time, and Milwaukee pulled away 
to beat host Charlotte.

Jared Dudley scored 17 points, 
Giannis Antetokounm had 16, 
Zaza Pachulia had 15, O.J. Mayo 
had 13 and John Henson added 11 
for the Bucks (16-16) . 

Bulls 92, Pacers 90: Jimmy 
Butler had 27 points and nine re-
bounds to lead visiting Chicago to 
a victory over Indiana.

Pau Gasol had 20 points and 
Derrick Rose added 17 for the 
Bulls (22-9), who have won seven 
straight. 

CHUCK BURTON/AP

The Hornets’ Michael Kidd-Gilchrist, left, is fouled by the Bucks’ 
Giannis Antetokounmpo during Monday’s game in Charlotte, N.C. 
Milwaukee beat Charlotte 104-94 in overtime.

LYNNE SLADKY/AP

Heat guard Mario Chalmers, center, loses the ball as Magic forward 
Kyle O’Quinn, left, and guard Elfrid Payton look on Monday in Miami.  
Orlando held off Miami, 102-101.
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Scoreboard

NHL

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 38 23 11 4 50 122 99
Montreal 36 23 11 2 48 98 85
Detroit 37 19 9 9 47 105 94
Toronto 37 20 14 3 43 124 111
Boston 37 19 15 3 41 98 99
Florida 33 16 9 8 40 79 86
Ottawa 36 15 14 7 37 97 99
Buffalo 37 14 20 3 31 75 123

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 36 22 9 5 49 109 86
N.Y. Islanders 36 24 11 1 49 112 101
Washington 36 18 11 7 43 105 94
N.Y. Rangers 34 19 11 4 42 102 87
Philadelphia 36 14 16 6 34 100 109
Columbus 34 15 16 3 33 86 109
New Jersey 38 13 18 7 33 82 108
Carolina 36 10 22 4 24 72 98

Western Conference
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Chicago 37 25 10 2 52 117 78
Nashville 35 23 9 3 49 103 76
St. Louis 36 22 11 3 47 106 90
Winnipeg 37 19 11 7 45 94 87
Minnesota 34 17 13 4 38 99 95
Dallas 35 16 14 5 37 102 118
Colorado 36 13 15 8 34 92 109

Pacific Division
Anaheim 38 24 8 6 54 107 101
Vancouver 34 20 11 3 43 100 93
San Jose 36 19 12 5 43 100 93
Los Angeles 37 18 12 7 43 101 91
Calgary 38 20 15 3 43 110 100
Arizona 36 14 18 4 32 86 115
Edmonton 36 7 22 7 21 76 125

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss.

 Monday’s games
Chicago 5, Nashville 4, SO
Boston 5, Detroit 2
New Jersey 3, Pittsburgh 1
N.Y. Islanders 4, Washington 3, OT
Montreal 3, Carolina 1
Ottawa 5, Buffalo 2
Tampa Bay 3, Toronto 2
St. Louis 3, Colorado 0
Minnesota 3, Winnipeg 2
Dallas 3, N.Y. Rangers 2
Calgary 2, Los Angeles 1
Arizona 4, Philadelphia 2

Tuesday’s games
Montreal at Florida
St. Louis at Nashville
Los Angeles at Edmonton
Vancouver at San Jose

Wednesday’s games
N.Y. Islanders at Winnipeg
Tampa Bay at Buffalo
N.Y. Rangers at Florida
Toronto at Boston
Carolina at Pittsburgh
Minnesota at Columbus
New Jersey at Detroit
San Jose at Anaheim
Arizona at Dallas
Philadelphia at Colorado
Edmonton at Calgary

Thursday’s games
Chicago at Washington
Los Angeles at Vancouver

Monday
Blues 3, Avalanche 0

Colorado 0 0 0—0
St. Louis 0 2 1—3

Second Period—1, St. Louis, Jaskin 3 
(Stastny), :28. 2, St. Louis, Butler 1 (Oshie, 
Stastny), 4:30.

Third Period—3, St. Louis, Tarasenko 
22, 15:25.

Shots on Goal—Colorado 8-3-5—16. St. 
Louis 5-11-9—25.

Power-play opportunities—Colorado 
0 of 1; St. Louis 0 of 1.

Goalies—Colorado, Varlamov 5-7-5 (25 
shots-22 saves). St. Louis, Mar.Brodeur 3-
2-0 (16-16).

A—19,749 (19,150). T—2:13.

Bruins 5, Red Wings 2
Detroit 1 1 0—2
Boston 3 0 2—5

First Period—1, Boston, R.Smith 9 (Hamil-
ton), 2:44. 2, Detroit, Abdelkader 9 (Datsyuk, 
Kronwall), 11:21. 3, Boston, G.Campbell 4 
(Krug, Soderberg), 16:12. 4, Boston, Soder-
berg 7 (Eriksson, Kelly), 17:25.

Second Period—5, Detroit, Tatar 15 
(DeKeyser, Weiss), 15:10 (pp).

Third Period—6, Boston, Griffith 6 
(Krejci), 5:11 (pp). 7, Boston, Kelly 4 (So-
derberg, Eriksson), 17:34 (en).

Shots on Goal—Detroit 12-12-6—30. 
Boston 19-11-15—45.

Power-play opportunities—Detroit 1 
of 4; Boston 1 of 1.

Goalies—Detroit, Howard 14-6-7 (44 
shots-40 saves). Boston, Rask 15-10-3 
(30-28).

A—17,565 (17,565). T—2:31.

Stars 3, Rangers 2
N.Y. Rangers 2 0 0—2
Dallas 2 1 0—3

First Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, Miller 5 
(Zuccarello, McDonagh), 5:57 (pp). 2, Dal-
las, Klingberg 4 (Cole, Sceviour), 9:02 (pp). 
3, Dallas, Hemsky 3 (Demers), 15:46. 4, N.Y. 
Rangers, Hayes 5 (Staal, Boyle), 16:46.

Second Period—5, Dallas, Roussel 8 
(Garbutt, Eakin), :54.

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Rangers 9-11-10—
30. Dallas 9-8-9—26.

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Rang-
ers 1 of 2; Dallas 1 of 4.

Goalies—N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 16-
8-3 (26 shots-23 saves). Dallas, Lehtonen 
15-8-5 (30-28).

A—18,532 (18,532). T—2:30.

Canadiens 3, Hurricanes 1
Montreal 0 2 1—3
Carolina 0 0 1—1

Second Period—1, Montreal, Sekac 
7, 6:45. 2, Montreal, Eller 8 (Weise, Gon-
char), 18:45.

Third Period—3, Carolina, E.Staal 8 
(Tlusty, Jo.Staal), 2:59 (pp). 4, Montreal, 
Pacioretty 14 (Prust), 19:37 (en).

Shots on Goal—Montreal 10-5-4—19. 
Carolina 8-8-13—29.

Power-play opportunities—Montreal 
0 of 1; Carolina 1 of 2.

Goalies—Montreal, Price 20-9-1 (29 
shots-28 saves). Carolina, Ward 9-14-2 
(18-16).

A—17,123 (18,680). T—2:28.

Devils 3, Penguins 1
Pittsburgh 1 0 0—1
New Jersey 0 2 1—3

First Period—1, Pittsburgh, Crosby 11 
(Kunitz, Pouliot), 14:37.

Second Period—2, New Jersey, T.Zajac 
5 (Zubrus, Zidlicky), 5:33 (pp). 3, New Jer-
sey, Jagr 6 (Merrill), 18:40.

Third Period—4, New Jersey, Henrique 
10 (T.Zajac), 5:32.

Shots on Goal—Pittsburgh 9-7-12—28. 
New Jersey 7-8-12—27.

Power-play opportunities—Pittsburgh 
0 of 3; New Jersey 1 of 3.

Goalies—Pittsburgh, Fleury 19-6-3 (27 
shots-24 saves). New Jersey, Schneider 
12-17-4 (28-27).

A—16,592 (17,625). T—2:16.

Wild 3, Jets 2
Minnesota 0 3 0—3
Winnipeg 1 1 0—2

First Period—1, Winnipeg, Frolik 8, 
16:00 (pp).

Second Period—2, Winnipeg, Perreault 
9 (Wheeler, Little), :20 (pp). 3, Minnesota, 
Carter 3 (Sutter, Brodziak), 4:12. 4, Min-
nesota, Fontaine 3 (Sutter, Brodziak), 
16:31. 5, Minnesota, Scandella 9 (Parise, 
Pominville), 19:48.

Shots on Goal—Minnesota 14-11-6—
31. Winnipeg 8-11-11—30.

Power-play opportunities—Minnesota 
0 of 4; Winnipeg 2 of 3.

Goalies—Minnesota, Kuemper 12-10-0 
(30 shots-28 saves). Winnipeg, Hutchin-
son 9-3-2 (31-28).

A—15,016 (15,004). T—2:29.

Lightning 3, Maple Leafs 2
Toronto 2 0 0—2
Tampa Bay 0 2 1—3

First Period—1, Toronto, Santorelli 8 
(Kadri, Phaneuf), 4:28. 2, Toronto, Lupul 
9 (Bozak, Kessel), 7:47.

Second Period—3, Tampa Bay, Cal-
lahan 12 (Stamkos, Hedman), 6:37 (pp). 
4, Tampa Bay, Filppula 7 (Hedman, Cal-
lahan), 9:46.

Third Period—5, Tampa Bay, Stamkos 
20 (Carle), 11:05.

Shots on Goal—Toronto 4-10-9—23. 
Tampa Bay 15-17-9—41.

Power-play opportunities—Toronto 0 
of 2; Tampa Bay 1 of 4.

Goalies—Toronto, Reimer 6-6-0 (41 
shots-38 saves). Tampa Bay, Bishop 18-
6-2 (23-21).

A—19,204 (19,204). T—2:23.

Flames 2, Kings 1
Los Angeles 0 1 0—1
Calgary 2 0 0—2

First Period—1, Calgary, Glencross 
8 (Hudler, Monahan), 12:13. 2, Calgary, 
Granlund 5 (Hudler, Gaudreau), 13:15.

Second Period—3, Los Angeles, Toffoli 
12 (Brown, Lewis), 19:09.

Shots on Goal—Los Angeles 7-10-10—
27. Calgary 7-3-5—15.

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange-
les 0 of 2; Calgary 0 of 2.

Goalies—Los Angeles, Quick 15-9-6 (15 
shots-13 saves). Calgary, Hiller 12-10-2 
(27-26).

A—19,289 (19,289). T—2:32.

Coyotes 4, Flyers 2
Philadelphia 0 0 2—2
Arizona 1 1 2—4

First Period—1, Arizona, Vermette 9 
(Doan, Boedker), 18:26.

Second Period—2, Arizona, Vermette 
10 (Michalek, Erat), 15:31.

Third Period—3, Arizona, Ekman-Lars-
son 9 (Boedker, Yandle), 2:48 (pp). 4, Phil-
adelphia, Umberger 4 (Streit, Couturier),
12:11. 5, Philadelphia, Umberger 5 (Cou-
turier, Read), 15:13. 6, Arizona, Vermette 
11 (Hanzal, Korpikoski), 19:32 (en).

Shots on Goal—Philadelphia 14-5-13—
32. Arizona 6-9-10—25.

Power-play opportunities—Philadel-
phia 0 of 2; Arizona 1 of 2.

Goalies—Philadelphia, Mason 6-11-5
(24 shots-21 saves). Arizona, Dubnyk 9-
3-2 (32-30).

A—16,521 (17,125). T—2:28.

Blackhawks 5, Predators 4 (SO)
Nashville 2 2 0 0—4
Chicago 0 3 1 0—5

Chicago won shootout 1-0
First Period—1, Nashville, Josi 5 (Gaus-

tad), 11:50. 2, Nashville, C.Smith 11 (Wil-
son, Ribeiro), 17:12.

Second Period—3, Nashville, Neal 12 
(Wilson, Rinne), 7:28. 4, Chicago, Richards 
7 (Versteeg, Keith), 10:33. 5, Chicago, Shaw 
6 (Sharp, Bickell), 15:48. 6, Chicago, Hossa 
8 (Kane, Keith), 17:43 (pp). 7, Nashville, 
Neal 13 (Fisher, Forsberg), 19:04 (pp).

Third Period—8, Chicago, Bickell 5
(Rundblad, Keith), 18:47.

Shootout—Nashville 0 (Ellis NG,
C.Smith NG, Forsberg NG), Chicago 1 
(Toews G, Kane NG).

Shots on Goal—Nashville 18-11-8-3—
40. Chicago 12-16-9-5—42.

Power-play opportunities—Nashville 
1 of 5; Chicago 1 of 5.

Goalies—Nashville, Rinne 23-6-2 (42 
shots-38 saves). Chicago, Crawford 14-
6-2 (40-36).

A—22,208 (19,717). T—2:41.

Senators 5, Sabres 2
Buffalo 0 2 0—2
Ottawa 1 1 3—5

First Period—1, Ottawa, Ryan 8 (Turris,
Karlsson), 18:24.

Second Period—2, Buffalo, Pysyk 1
(Stewart), 1:53. 3, Buffalo, Girgensons 
11 (Moulson, Zadorov), 8:37. 4, Ottawa,
Ryan 9 (Hoffman, Pageau), 18:41.

Third Period—5, Ottawa, Ryan 10 
(Karlsson), 3:02. 6, Ottawa, MacArthur 11 
(Phillips, Stone), 11:54. 7, Ottawa, Green-
ing 1 (Zibanejad, Condra), 19:58 (en).

Shots on Goal—Buffalo 8-11-2—21. Ot-
tawa 16-10-9—35.

Power-play opportunities—Buffalo 0 
of 4; Ottawa 0 of 2.

Goalies—Buffalo, Enroth 11-12-2 (35 
shots-31 saves). Ottawa, Anderson 9-9-5 
(21-19).

A—18,284 (19,153). T—2:29.

Islanders 4, Capitals 3 (OT)
Washington 0 0 3 0—3
N.Y. Islanders 1 1 1 1—4

First Period—1, N.Y. Islanders, Lee 8 
(Hickey, Strome), 8:15.

Second Period—2, N.Y. Islanders, Vis-
novsky 3 (Nielsen, Grabovski), 10:06 (pp).

Third Period—3, N.Y. Islanders, de 
Haan 1 (Tavares, Kulemin), 1:41 (sh). 4, 
Washington, Fehr 10 (Laich, Hillen), 4:40. 
5, Washington, Backstrom 12 (Ovechkin,
Green), 6:29. 6, Washington, Ovechkin 17
(Backstrom), 17:19.

Overtime—7, N.Y. Islanders, Boychuk 3 
(Strome, Okposo), 2:53 (pp).

Shots on Goal—Washington 6-10-10-
0—26. N.Y. Islanders 11-11-12-5—39.

Power-play opportunities—Washing-
ton 0 of 4; N.Y. Islanders 2 of 7.

Goalies—Washington, Holtby 16-8-6 
(39 shots-35 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Halak 
19-6-0 (26-23).

A—16,170 (16,170). T—2:33.

The Associated Press

DALLAS — Antoine Roussel 
scored the go-ahead goal 54 sec-
onds into the second period, and 
the Dallas Stars broke the New 
York Rangers’ eight-game win-
ning streak with a 3-2 victory on 
Monday night.

The Rangers’ streak tied the 
NHL’s longest this season but fell 
two games short of matching the 
team record set during the 1939-
40 season and equaled in 1972-73. 
This run was New York’s longest 
in 40 years.

J.T. Miller and Kevin Hayes 
scored for the Rangers.

Kari Lehtonen stopped 28 shots 
and earned his 15th victory of the 
season. New York’s Henrik Lun-
dqvist lost for the first time since 
Dec. 1.

Roussel’s winner came when 
he gathered the rebound of a wide 
shot by Ryan Garbutt. He back-
handed it into the vacant side of 
the net for his eighth goal.

John Klingberg and Ales Hem-
sky also scored for the Stars, who 
have won six of seven to move two 
games over .500 for the first time 
since Halloween. 

“It’s funny how things snowball 
in hockey,” defenseman Alex Go-
ligoski said. “We had a tough time 
there for a while. Now, we’re find-
ing ways to lock them down.”

“We’re getting a little bit more 
consistent every game,” said Stars 
coach Lindy Ruff, who ended Dal-
las’ five-year playoff drought last 
season in his first year as coach.

Blues 3, Avalanche 0: Mar-
tin Brodeur stopped 16 shots and 
recorded his NHL-record 125th 
shutout and 691st victory for host 
St. Louis.

Dmitrij Jaskin, Chris Butler 
and Vladimir Tarasenko scored, 
and Paul Stastny had two assists 
for the Blues, who snapped a four-
game losing streak .

The Avalanche have dropped 
two straight after going 4-0-2 in 
their previous six games.

Islanders 4, Capitals 3 (OT):
Johnny Boychuk’s power-play 
goal 2:53 into overtime lifted host 
New York after the Islanders blew 
another three-goal lead.

For the second straight game, 
and fourth in recent weeks, the 
Islanders let a three-goal lead get 
away. 

The Capitals stormed back in 
the third period on goals by Eric 
Fehr, Nicklas Backstrom and 
Alex Ovechkin. 

Boychuk’s third goal gave the 
Islanders (24-11-1) their 14th 
home win, topping their total 
from last season. 

Canadiens 3, Hurricanes 1: 
Jiri Sekac and Lars Eller scored 
second-period goals, and visiting 
Montreal earned its third straight 
win.

Eric Staal, playing in his 800th 
NHL game, scored a power-play 
goal for Carolina (10-22-4) off an 
assist from his brother Jordan, 
who played in his first game since 

breaking his right leg during a 
preseason contest on Sept. 23. 

Senators 5, Sabres 2: Bobby 
Ryan scored three goals to help 
host Ottawa snap a three-game 
losing skid. 

Devils 3, Penguins 1: Travis 
Zajac had a goal and an assist, and 
Cory Schneider made 26 saves as 
struggling New Jersey beat visit-
ing Pittsburgh.

Jaromir Jagr and Adam Hen-
rique also scored for the Devils, 
who won for only the second time 
in 10 games (2-5-3).

 Sidney Crosby scored for the 
Penguins, who have lost four 
straight. 

Wild 3, Jets 2: Marco Scan-
della scored the tiebreaking goal 
with 12 seconds left in the second 
period as visiting Minnesota ral-
lied from two down.

Scandella’s ninth of the season 
was Minnesota’s third goal in the 
second period and helped the 
Wild snap a five-game winless 
streak. 

Lightning 3, Maple Leafs 2: 
Steven Stamkos scored his 20th 
goal to break a third-period tie, 
and host Tampa Bay rallied from 
an early two-goal deficit.

Stamkos gave the Lightning a 
3-2 lead with his knee-high de-
flection of Matt Carle’s shot with 
8:55 to play. Tampa Bay also got 
goals from Ryan Callahan and 
Valtteri Filppula. 

Toronto has lost five of six.
Bruins 5, Red Wings 2: Carl 

Soderberg had a goal and two 
assists, and host Boston took a 
season-high 45 shots in a victory 
over Detroit.

Reilly Smith, Gregory Camp-
bell and Seth Griffin also scored 
for the Bruins. 

Blackhawks 5, Predators 4 
(SO): Jonathan Toews scored the 
only goal in the shootout, after 
host Chicago’s Bryan Bickell net-
ted the tying goal with 1:13 left in 
regulation.

Toews provided the winning 
margin when he beat Pekka 
Rinne on the Blackhawks’ first 
shootout attempt.

Brad Richards, Andrew Shaw 
and Marian Hossa scored in a 
7:10 span late in the second pe-
riod to tie it. 

Coyotes 4, Flyers 2: Antoine 
Vermette scored two goals, and 
host Arizona held on for its third 
straight victory.

Vermette was originally 
thought to have earned his fourth 
NHL hat trick, but more than 30 
minutes after the game ended his 
first goal was credited to Shane 
Doan instead. 

Flames 2, Kings 1: Jiri Hudler 
had a pair of beautiful setups as 
host Calgary scored twice in the 
first period and hung on for its 
third straight win. 

Tyler Toffoli scored for Los An-
geles, which began a three-game 
road trip through Western Cana-
da that continued Tuesday night 
in Edmonton. 

Roundup

Surging Stars stop
Rangers’ win streak

CHARLES KRUPA/AP

Bruins center Gregory Campbell, right, is congratulated by 
teammates after his first-period goal against the Red Wings.
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Wildcats on quest for perfection

Okafor’s 27 
leads Duke 
past Toledo

Roundup

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

 BY GARY B. GRAVES

The Associated Press

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Top-ranked Ken-
tucky players’ euphoria over beating No. 
4 Louisville had barely set in before they 
faced the obvious question of how far they 
can go.

Expectations of the Wildcats (13-0) 
going unbeaten have risen through their 
nonconference domination highlighted by 
defeats of ranked schools such as Kansas, 
North Carolina and Texas.

Those hopes might be ratcheted even 
higher after Saturday’s 58-50 road win 
over the rival Cardinals that could be the 
last major challenge for Kentucky’s two 
platoons for a while.

The Wildcats are off until their Jan. 6 
Southeastern Conference opener against 
Mississippi. No other SEC school is ranked, 
and the league initially doesn’t appear to 
offer any obstacles.

Coach John Calipari figures to provide 
plenty of challenges for his players during 
the break before they resume their pursuit 
of perfection.

“All I’m looking at is, let’s keep trying to 
see where we can take this,” Calipari said 
Saturday, using golfer Tiger Woods’ excel-
lence as an example of self-motivation.

“I told individual players (that) world-
class athletes are never satisfied; world-
class athletes are self-critical. ... I told these 
guys, ‘What are you trying to do to add to 
your game, just a little bit?’”

Concerns about the Wildcats’ focus in 
their first true road game at Louisville 
were quelled thanks to cool performances 
by their freshmen, who combined for 39 
points. Leading the way was 5-foot-9 guard 
Tyler Ulis, who received three stitches for 
a cut over his right eye after he scored 12 of 
his career-high 14 points in the second half 
to help Kentucky stay safely ahead.

That kind of effort speaks volumes about 
the Wildcats’ poise and depth, qualities 
they hope to maintain during the break and 
carry over to SEC play. 

That a team holding opponents to 30 
percent shooting and winning by an aver-
age margin of nearly 28 points needs im-
provement is a scary prospect, but Calipari 
says there’s plenty of work to be done. For 
example, Kentucky’s 6-for-14 three-point 
shooting against Louisville was something 
he’d like to see more often from a team av-
eraging 32 percent. 

The time off certainly doesn’t mean down 
time. If anything, the “Camp Cal” multiple 
daily workouts could be even harder.

Considering how Kentucky has thrived 
and what could be achieved, players seem 
to welcome the work if it means staying fo-
cused. The Wildcats will definitely need to 

be single-minded with noise about running 
the table likely to get even louder.

“We can’t focus on that,” freshman guard
Devin Booker said. “Every time we go out
on the court, we try to win. That’s every
team’s objective, so we’re just going to take 
it game by game.” 

TIMOTHY D. EASLEY/ AP

Kentucky’s Karl-Anthony Towns, left, and Marcus Lee, right, contest a shot by 
Louisville’s Montrezl Harrell during Saturday’s 58-50 win. The Wildcats are 13-0.

Kentucky hopes focus 
will carry over into 
SEC play after break
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 The Associated Press

DURHAM, N.C. — Freshman center 
Jahlil Okafor scored a season-high 27 
points and No. 2 Duke beat pesky Toledo 
86-69 on Monday night.

Quinn Cook added a season-best 20 
points and Tyus Jones had 15 for Duke (11-
0), which was playing its first game since 
Dec. 18.

The Blue Devils raced out to a big early 
lead, then allowed Toledo to shoot itself 
back into the game before eventually pull-
ing away.

Okafor was 12-for-15 from the field while 
reaching the 20-point mark for the fourth 
time in six games. 

No. 7 Gonzaga 60, San Diego 48: Kyle 
Wiltjer scored 10 of his 15 points in the first 
half and the Bulldogs built a big enough lead 
to withstand a 7-minute scoring drought in 
the second half and beat the host Toreros.

Gonzaga (13-1, 2-0 West Coast Confer-
ence) won for the sixth time since its only 
loss, a 66-63 overtime defeat at Arizona on 
Dec. 6. 

No. 11 Texas 66, Rice 55: Freshman 
big man Myles Turner scored 16 points in 
his first career start, and the host Long-
horns held off an inspired Rice team.

Turner, a highly recruited 6-foot-11 for-
ward, shot 6-for-7 in his first start after 12 
games as a reserve.

Jonathan Holmes scored 12 for Texas, in-
cluding a three-point play that put the Long-
horns (11-2) up six with 2:50 remaining. 

ELLEN OZIER/AP

Duke’s Jahil Okafor celebrates with 
teammates after scoring against Toledo 
during Monday’s 86-69 win.
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL/NFL

BY NOAH TRISTER

The Associated Press

Ending weeks of speculation, 
Michigan hired Jim Harbaugh as 
its coach Tuesday in hopes that its 
former star quarterback will lead 
the Wolverines back to national 
prominence.

Husky voiced and grinning, 
Harbaugh called the move the 
fulfillment of a lifelong dream.

“Top to bottom, Michigan is 
about excellence, is about great-
ness, and you have my pledge 
that I will carry forward the 
tradition of excellence of the 
University of Michigan football 
program,” he said at a packed 
news conference .

The famously confident Har-
baugh also declared: “There are 
no turnarounds at Michigan. This 
is greatness.”

Interim athletic director Jim 
Hackett said Harbaugh agreed 
to a seven-year deal worth more 
than $35 million. He also received 
a $2 million signing bonus.

“Our guy came home,” Hackett 
said.

The 51-year-old Harbaugh 
coached the San Francisco 49ers 

to three straight NFC champion-
ship games and San Francisco 
lost the 2013 Super Bowl to a 
Baltimore Ravens team coached 
by his brother, John. After the 
49ers slipped to 8-8 this season 
and missed the playoffs, he part-
ed ways with the team Sunday in 
what both sides called a mutual 
decision.

Now his name is the buzz of the 
Big Ten.

“He’s basically Michigan 
royalty right now,” said former 
Wolverines quarterback Denard 
Robinson, now a Jacksonville 
Jaguars running back. “He’s the 
man right now. I think he’s going 
to do a great job and help out 
recruiting. He’s had success at 
every school he went to. I think 
it’s a great fit for Michigan.”

Harbaugh went 58-27 overall 
as a college coach at San Diego 
and Stanford, including a 29-21 
record in four seasons with the 
Cardinal. He took over a 1-11 
team when he was hired in De-
cember 2006 and quickly turned 
the program back into a winner 
and bowl contender.

Harbaugh’s first Stanford team 
went 4-8 in a season highlighted 

by a 24-23 win over No. 1 South-
ern California, a game in which 
the Cardinal were a 41-point un-
derdog. Stanford was 5-7 the fol-
lowing season, then improved to 
8-5 and earned a Sun Bowl berth 
in 2009 — the school’s first bowl 
appearance since 2001. They 
won the Orange Bowl with quar-
terback Andrew Luck his final 
season.

The 49ers hired Harbaugh four 
days after the bowl, and he went 
44-19-1 with two NFC West titles 
in four seasons.

As a starting quarterback for 
three seasons under Bo Schem-
bechler, he is well remembered 
for delivering a victory he guar-
anteed over Ohio State in 1986, 
the same season he was Big Ten 
player of the year and finished 
third in Heisman Trophy voting.

He played 15 years in the NFL, 
earning the nickname “Captain 
Comeback” for leading fourth-
quarter playoff rallies for the In-
dianapolis Colts. 

Big Ten Network analyst and 
former college coach Gerry Di-
Nardo said Michigan, the only 
school with more than 900 all-
time wins, was bringing in a 

“rock star” capable of returning 
the Wolverines to elite status in a 
short time.

“This gives Michigan a chance 
to catch up,” DiNardo said.

 This past season was the third 
time in seven years Michigan fin-

ished with a losing record. 
Harbaugh said he wasn’t wor-

ried about selling the program
after some poor seasons.

“I know Michigan football. I 
believe in Michigan football. That 
will not be a hard job,” he said. 

Former 49ers coach calls Michigan job a lifelong dream

Harbaugh vows ‘excellence’

CARLOS OSORIO/AP

Jim Harbaugh addresses the media after he was introduced as 
Michigan’s new head football coach during a news conference on 
Tuesday in Ann Arbor, Mich.

The Associated Press

ALLEN PARK, Mich. — Detroit’s hopes 
of winning a playoff game for the first time 
since 1991 took a huge hit in the form of 
Ndamukong Suh.

The NFL announced Monday that the 
Lions’ defensive tackle had been suspended 
for this weekend’s wild-card playoff game 
in Dallas for a violation of safety-related 
playing rules against Green Bay in the sea-
son finale. Suh got in trouble for stepping 
on Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers’ 
left leg twice, once with each foot. Suh also 
applied pressure and pushed off Rodgers’ 
unprotected leg with his left foot, violating 
unnecessary roughness rules, the league 
said.

Suh, who will be reinstated next Monday, 
can appeal the suspension within three 
days. He can ask for an expedited appeal, 
which would be heard by Ted Cottrell, a 
hearing officer employed by the NFL and 

the players’ union.
Suh did not speak with reporters at the 

Lions practice facility.
Lions center Dominic Raiola, coming off 

his own one-game ban for a similar inci-
dent, was enraged by the suspension.

“The play ... he wasn’t even looking at 
(Rodgers).” Raiola said. “He was getting 
pushed back a little bit. It was ridiculous 
what Fox did right after it. It was crazy, 
watching it. I couldn’t even listen to those 
guys after he did it.

“There is no way, at that point in the 
game, that he did something like that on 
purpose. No way.”

Added teammate Larry Warford: “It’s 
part of what has been happening around 
here. Obviously, they’re going to be stricter 
on us. That is just a fact of what happened 
a week before.

“They’re obviously a lot stricter with 
our team,” Warford continued, referring to 

the NFL. “It’s something we have to fight 
through. A little adversity. We’ll make it 
through.”

Suh is a repeat offender with a long list 
of fines and one previous suspension, for 
two games in 2011 for stepping on the right 
arm of Packers lineman Evan Dietrich-
Smith. Suh has been fined seven times in 
his career, but this is the first in 2014.

 The Lions boast the No. 1 rushing de-
fense in the league, limiting opposing 
teams to just 69.3 rushing yards per game. 

Now, the Lions must regroup in time to 
shut down the most productive running 
back in the league this season: DeMarco 
Murray, whose 115.3 yards-per-game av-
erage is 20 yards per game more than any-
one else in the NFL. 

Coughlin returning to Giants
EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. — The 

New York Giants are sticking with their 

coach and general manager after a second
straight losing season.

Co-owner John Mara announced Tues-
day that coach Tom Coughlin will return
for a 12th season and Jerry Reese will be
back as GM despite an “embarrassing” 6-
10 record.

“Right now I think Tom gives us the best
chance to win going forward,” Mara said,
noting he felt like firing everyone in the
organization after a loss at Jacksonville in
late November, the last in a seven-game 
losing streak.

Coughlin has a year left on his contract 
and Mara said the two would discuss it, but
did not indicate if the coach would get an 
extension. The 68-year-old Coughlin joked
he would like a 10-year extension.

“I had never considered not being 
(back),” Coughlin said.

 Mara said Coughlin will decide if there
are to be any changes to the coaching
staff.

NFL briefs

Lions’ Suh suspended for playoff game for Rodgers stomp
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Peach Bowl
Mississippi vs. TCU

AFN-Sports
6:30 p.m. Wednesday CET

2:30 a.m. Thursday JKT

Fiesta Bowl
Boise State vs. Arizona

AFN-Sports
10:10 p.m. Wednesday CET

6:10 a.m. Thursday JKT

Orange Bowl
Mississippi St. vs. Georgia Tech

AFN-Sports
2:10 a.m. Thursday CET
10:10 a.m. Thursday JKT

Outback Bowl
Auburn vs. Wisconsin

AFN-Xtra
6 p.m. Thursday CET

2 a.m. Friday JKT

Cotton Bowl
Michigan State vs. Baylor

AFN-Sports
6:45 p.m. Thursday CET

2:45 a.m. Friday JKT

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
Bowls on AFN

Citrus Bowl
Missouri vs. Minnesota

AFN-Atlantic
7 p.m. Thursday CET

3 a.m. Friday JKT

QB tosses four TDs 
to lift Texas A&M to 
Liberty Bowl victory

Allen leads Aggies past Mountaineers

Stoudt, Clemson roll past Oklahoma

Razorbacks smother Longhorns

 BY STEVE MEGARGEE

The Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Texas 
A&M relied on big performances 
from freshmen all season, and 
the Aggies’ bowl game was no 
different.

Kyle Allen threw for four touch-
downs and ran for a fifth Monday, 
and Texas A&M erased an early 
10-point deficit to defeat West Vir-
ginia 45-37 in the Liberty Bowl.

Allen, a true freshman making 
his fifth career start, went 22 of 
35 for 294 yards to make up for an 
early interception that KJ Dillon 
returned for a touchdown. The 
Aggies’ season leaders in sacks 
(Myles Garrett), all-purpose 
yards (Speedy Noil) and intercep-
tions (Armani Watts) also were 
true freshmen.

“Next year we’re going to be 
a much more experienced team, 
and we’re going to work hard in 
the offseason because we know 
what’s at stake and how our work 
ethic this year didn’t produce the 
record we want,” Allen said. “It’s 
going to be great for us, winning 
this game, for confidence.”

Malcome Kennedy caught two 
of Allen’s touchdown passes, and 

Tra Carson rushed for a career-
high 133 yards on 25 carries. Al-
len’s 14-yard rushing touchdown 
in the final minute of the first 
half put the Aggies (8-5) ahead 
for good. 

West Virginia’s Skyler Howard 
went 20 of 45 for 346 yards and 
three touchdowns while making 
his second career start in place 
of Clint Trickett, who announced 
Friday he was giving up football 

because of multiple concussions.
Kevin White had seven catches 

for 129 yards and a touchdown for 
West Virginia (7-6). Josh Lam-
bert made all three of his field-
goal attempts. 

 The most notable hits of the 
first half came out of bounds: 
coach Kevin Sumlin ordered Mi-
chael Richardson off the sideline 
for the second half after videos 

showed the student assistant
striking West Virginia players in 
two separate incidents.

“I was made aware of the situ-
ation at halftime,” Sumlin said. 
“He did not return to the field,
and he’s already been sent home. 
That’s nothing that we condone.
There’s nothing about that whole
situation that’s a part of who we
are and what we believe in.”  

 BY KYLE HIGHTOWER

The Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — Clemson 
quarterback Cole Stoudt     threw for 
three touchdowns and ran for an-
other, and 18th-ranked Clemson 
routed Oklahoma 40-6 in the Rus-
sell Athletic Bowl on Monday. 

The Tigers (10-3) reached dou-
ble-digit victories for the fourth 
consecutive season. Clemson was 
10-4 in 2011, 11-2 in 2012 and 11-2 
in 2013.

“It was our night tonight. We 

knew it would be a tough chal-
lenge, but we were ready,” Tigers 
coach Dabo Swinney said.”

Oklahoma (8-5) had five turn-
overs, including three intercep-
tions by sophomore quarterback 
Trevor Knight. 

Stoudt  completed 26 of 36 at-
tempts for a season-high 319 
yards. He was sacked four times, 
but Clemson never turned the 
ball over.  

The Tigers, which came in 
ranked No. 1 in the nation in total 
defense, held the Sooners’ offense 

to just 275 yards. 
“You can’t play one-handed,” 

Sooners coach Bob Stoops said. 
“I thought overall we did a really 
nice job of running the football, 
but the lack of execution in the 
passing game was a major factor 
as well.

“We had our chances,” he 
added. “We had our shots, but we 
didn’t make anything happen.”

Clemson was efficient in all 
phases but was also the ben-
eficiary of three early Sooners 
turnovers in building a 27-0 half-

time lead. A 47-yard interception
return for a touchdown by Ben 
Boulware was part of a 17-point
first quarter.

Stoudt completed his first six 
passes and finished the half with 
a pair of touchdown throws — a 
65-yarder to Artavis Scott and a 
26-yarder to Mike Williams.

Tigers’ kicker Ammon Lapkip 
also did his part to deepen the
hole for Oklahoma, connecting on 
a pair of field goals, including a
career long kick from 49 yards in 
the second quarter.  

MARK HUMPHREY/AP

Texas A&M quarterback Kyle Allen, left, passes as Ben Compton blocks West Virginia defensive lineman 
Kyle Rose during Monday’s Liberty Bowl in Memphis, Tenn. The Aggies won 45-37.

 BY KRISTIE RIEKEN

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Arkansas got a victory in the 
Texas Bowl to finish with a winning record 
for the first time since 2011.

Now coach Bret Bielema is looking for much 
bigger things from his program in the future.

“If they continue to have the growth they 
did this year, they’re going to be able to do 
some special things,” Bielema said.

Brandon Allen threw for 160 yards and 
two scores as Arkansas rolled to an easy 31-7 
win over Texas in the Texas Bowl on Monday 
night, the Razorbacks’ first bowl appearance 
since 2011. 

Arkansas (7-6) built a 24-7 lead by halftime 
and Jonathan Williams, who finished with 105 
yards rushing, added a 1-yard touchdown run 
early in the fourth quarter.

Texas (6-7) was smothered by Arkansas’ 

defense almost all night and finished with a 
season-low 59 total yards to wrap up its first 
season under coach Charlie Strong. It was 
the second straight lopsided bowl loss for 
the Longhorns, beaten 30-7 by Oregon in the 
Alamo Bowl last season. 

Tyrone Swoopes, hurried and harassed all 
night, finished 13 of 25 for 57 yards with an 
interception for Texas.

Allen credited his team’s performance on 
defense for helping the offense excel.

“Holding teams to zero points, to seven 
points is such a huge confidence boost to us on 
offense,” said Allen, selected the game’s Most 
Valuable Player.

Alex Collins added 76 yards rushing for the 
Razorbacks and Keon Hatcher had 41 yards 
receiving with a touchdown.

Flowers had a sack and two tackles for 
losses to give him 47½ tackles for losses in his 
career. 

DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP

Texas defensive back Dylan Haines, left, 
breaks up a pass intended for Arkansas tight 
end Hunter Henry during Monday’s Texas 
Bowl in Houston. The Razorbacks won 31-7.
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Tale of the Tape

 BY RUSTY MILLER 
AND JOHN ZENOR

The Associated Press

Ohio State’s Cardale Jones 
opened the season stuck behind 
one Heisman candidate and an-
other talented enough to throw his 
name in the mix, too. Alabama’s 
Blake Sims succeeded a Heisman 
finalist, outdueled a more herald-
ed challenger and emerged as the 
Crimson Tide’s offensive leader.

The quarterbacks will lead 
their teams into a College Foot-
ball Playoff semifinal Thursday 
night in New Orleans. They won’t 
get the hype of the matchup be-
tween the past two Heisman win-
ners, Oregon’s Marcus Mariota 
and Florida State’s Jameis Win-
ston, but the Buckeyes and Tide 
will be banking heavily on their 
quarterbacks.

Jones replaced the injured J.T. 
Barrett, who replaced the injured 
Braxton Miller. He started the 59-
0 rout of Wisconsin in the Big Ten 
championship game.

Sims beat out Florida State 
transfer Jake Coker after a pre-
season battle, and broke the  
school’s season passing mark 
of 2013 Heisman runner-up AJ 
McCarron.

Here’s the tale of the tape of 
the “other” two quarterbacks in 
the playoffs: 

Starting quarterbacks are unexpected stars

Coming out of high school: 
Sims was rated a four-star athlete at 
Gainesville (Ga.) High School, where 
he led his team to the AAA state 
championship game in 2009.

First start: Sims passed for 250 
yards against West Virginia in the 
Georgia Dome, a huge step toward 
declaring himself the Crimson Tide’s 
No. 1 quarterback.

Impressive stat: Was at his 
most efficient in the SEC champion-
ship game against Missouri. Sims 
completed 23 of 27 passes for 262 
yards and two touchdowns.

Troublesome stat: Sims was 
intercepted three times in the regular-
season finale against Auburn, helping 
keep the Tigers in the game. But he 
threw only four interceptions in the 
other 12 games.

On the move: Sims doesn’t run a 
lot, but opponents have to be wary of

the former running back’s moves and 
quickness.

Public perception: Many 
reporters and fans alike thought 
Coker would win the starting job. 
Now, Sims is a team captain heavily 
praised by coach Nick Saban and 
teammates for his leadership and 
perseverance.

They said it: “I’d say it’s pretty 
inspirational,” Saban said about Sims’ 
rise. “I’d say he has a lot of respect 
from his teammates and I’d say he 
has a tremendous impact on every-
body around him.”

He said it: “We talk about what 
we can do,” he said about the legacy 
he and this team will leave. “I keep 
telling them one game at a time. We 
can’t live that legacy if we don’t get 
past Ohio State, we can’t doubt Ohio 
State. They’re a very good team and 
they can beat you.”

Coming out of high school: 
Acclaimed recruit out of Glenville 
Academic Campus, a Cleveland high 
school he led to the state finals as a 
junior. 

First start: After J.T. Barrett’s 
broken ankle against Michigan, Jones 
started Ohio State’s 59-0 victory over 
Wisconsin in the Big Ten title game 
Dec. 6. He went 12-for-17 for 257 
yards and three TDs without an inter-
ception to earn MVP honors.

Impressive stat: Says he can 
throw a football 85 yards. However, 
“It’s not that important unless a guy 
can get down there to catch the ball.”

Troublesome stat: Has never 
faced defensive pressure like he will 
against Alabama in the Sugar Bowl.

On the move: For a big man, 
Jones is deceptively nimble . Famously 
vaulted a couple of potential tacklers 
in games during mop-up duty this 
season — something he has been 
instructed to not try against Alabama.

Public perception: He’s the guy 
who two years ago infamously posted 
on his Twitter account, “Why should 
we have to go to class if we came here 
to play FOOTBALL. We ain’t come to 
play SCHOOL, classes are POINT-
LESS.” He was suspended the next 
day and now says it was a foolish 
mistake that he regrets.

They said it: Ohio State coach 
Urban Meyer on Jones: “Cardale is a 
great story. It’s still a process now.  ... 
You know, the thing that really struck 
me is when he made a mistake during 
the course of the (Big Ten title) game, 
and I gave him (a glare) and was ready 
to dive right in. He looked me right in 
the eye and said, ‘I made a mistake, 
Coach. It won’t happen again.’ That’s 
a good sign of maturity.”

He said it: Jones on his role: “It’s 
not how well I’ve played in a game, it’s 
how well we’ve played as a team and 
how our offense, defense and kicking 
game came together. ”

vs
TEAM 

Alabama  Ohio State

HEIGHT 

6-0  6-5

WEIGHT

208   250

YEAR

5th-year  Redshirt
      senior   sophomore

 CAREER STARTS

12-1  1-0
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Blake
Sims

Cardale
Jones

AP PHOTOS

Sugar Bowl: Ohio State vs. Alabama � AFN-Sports; 2:50 a.m. Friday CET; 10:50 a.m. Friday JKT
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          BY RALPH D. RUSSO

               The Associated Press

PASADENA, Calif. — College football has 
never had a quarterback matchup quite like 
Jameis Winston and Marcus Mariota.

The superstar passers have won the last two 
Heisman Trophy awards, and come April, 
there very well could be an NFL team or 

two trying to decide which player to 
take with one of the first picks in 
the draft.

When Mariota and second-
seeded Oregon face Winston 
and third-seeded Florida State 
in the College Football Playoff 
semifinal at the Rose Bowl on Jan. 

1, it will be the third time Heisman 
Trophy winners have met in a post-
season game. Southern California’s 
Matt Leinart and Oklahoma’s Jason 
White were the first to do it at the 2005 
Orange Bowl with the BCS champion-

ship on the line. Florida’s Tim Tebow and 
Oklahoma’s Sam Bradford did it at the 
2008 BCS title game.

This is different, though. Potentially, 
this could be the start of a long rivalry 
between Mariota and Winston that goes 

from Pasadena, California, to the NFL 
combine in Indianapolis to pro sta-
diums for years to come.

Here’s how they compare.

RICK BOWMER/APMIKE MCCARN/AP

Blooming rivalry?
Matchup pits

two most
recent Heisman
winners likely

vying for
top spot
 in NFL
Draft

Coming out of high school: Hidden gem. Mariota didn’t start until his senior year at Saint 
Louis High School in Honolulu. Oregon jumped in at first glimpse and landed one of the most 
talented players in the country before most teams realized Mariota even existed.

First start: As a redshirt freshman, Mariota beat out Bryan Bennett for the starting job — a 
surprise to some who didn’t realize that Mariota had been wowing Oregon coaches from the 
moment he stepped on campus. He quickly showed everyone else what the Ducks were seeing, 
going 18 of 22 for 200 yards and three TDs against Arkansas State. The first nine drives of his 
college career resulted in touchdowns.

Impressive stat: 101 career touchdown passes, 12 interceptions. This season — 38-2.
Troublesome stat: Fumbles. Mariota has lost 11 fumbles in his career, eight while being 

sacked. If he has a weakness, ball protection in the pocket is it.
On the move: Mariota has big-time speed. Whether it’s running the read option or escaping a 

collapsing pocket, Mariota can gash a defense with long, demoralizing runs.
Public perception: Quiet and humble. Maybe a little too nice?
They said it: “He is that nice, but he’s not that nice. When it’s time to crank up the competi-

tive juices, he does that very well.” — Oregon coach Mark Helfrich.
He said it: “That’s the element of vocal leadership that I’ve really come a long way with this 

season. I’ve really learned that you can correct a guy without really getting in his face.”

Coming out of high school: Five-star recruit and one of the most highly sought after 
players in the country. From Bessemer, Ala., he says he was never much of a fan of the in-state 
schools and spurned them for Florida State.

First start: The buildup for Winston’s first start was huge and then he went out and lived up 
to the hype. He went 25 for 27 for 256 yards and four TDs in a victory against Pittsburgh in a 
national television game on Labor Day night. Hello world!

Impressive stat: When Florida State is trailing by 8-14 points, Winston is 22 for 33 (69 per-
cent) for 327 yards with three touchdowns and four interceptions. When Florida State is trailing 
by 15 points or more, Winston is 16-for-22 (73 percent) for 279 yards with a TD, no INTs and a 
gaudy 194.26 passer rating.

Troublesome stat: Winston’s passer rating in the first quarter is 118.13, with a 59.8 
completion percentage. Both are by far his worst of any quarter.

On the move: Florida State wants Winston in the pocket, but he’s mobile enough to make a 
play if it is needed and tough to bring down when he gets going, as he showed during last’s year 
championship game when he stiff-armed his way through an Auburn defender for a big play.

Public perception: On one hand, charismatic and clutch. On the other,  troublesome.
They said it: “I don’t think there’s any doubt Jameis has been the best fourth-quarter quarter-

back in the country.” — Former Texas coach and ESPN analyst Mack Brown.
He said it: “It’s not about how you’re playing when everything is going good (on the field). It’s 

about how you react when things are going bad.”

MARCUS MARIOTA
Height: 6-4
Weight: 219
Year: Junior

Career starts: 39. Oregon is 35-4.

JAMEIS WINSTON
Height: 6-4
Weight: 235

Year: Sophomore
Career starts: 26. Florida State is 26-0.

Rose Bowl: Florida State vs. Oregon � AFN-Sports; 11:10 p.m. Thursday CET; 7:10 a.m. Friday JKT
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