
BY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes

GAZIANTEP, Turkey — NATO’s 
top military commander on Thurs-
day said the alliance should redefine 
its core commitment to defend its 
members from external aggression 
by factoring in new and unconven-
tional threats such as cyberwarfare 
and irregular militia operations.

“We need to mature the way we 

think about cyber, the way we think 
about irregular warfare, so that we 
can define in NATO what takes it 
over that limit by which we now have 
to react,” Gen. Philip Breedlove, 
NATO supreme allied commander, 
said during a stop at a U.S. Patriot 
antimissile site in southern Turkey. 

 For NATO, Article 5 of the al-
liance’s founding treaty has long 
served as the bedrock of the 28-na-

tion pact, ensuring that an attack on 
one member demands a collective 
response from all. Its roots are in the 
Cold War when the threat was singu-
lar — overt military action from the 
Soviet Union. Now, Russia’s annexa-
tion of Crimea from Ukraine and 
its involvement in  eastern Ukraine 
show how threats in Europe have 
morphed, Breedlove said.

SEE THREATS ON PAGE 2
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 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON 

Army Lt. Dawn Halfaker 
was on patrol 10 years 
ago in Baqouba, Iraq, 
when a rocket-propelled 

grenade tore through her military 
vehicle and exploded inside.

When she woke up from a coma, 
the West Point graduate found out 
her right arm was gone and 
her career as a military officer 
was over at age 24. It’s the kind 
of sacrifice millions of U.S. sol-
diers have made dating back 
to the American Revolution. 

Veterans groups say there are as 
many as 4 million living today 
with the scars of war.

Now Halfaker will be among 
those pictured in a new memo-
rial rising near the National Mall 
within view of the U.S. Capitol. 
The American Veterans Dis-
abled For Life Memorial will be 
the first memorial in Washington 
dedicated to veterans who come 

home with life-changing in-
juries. It’s a project 16 years 
in the making and is set to be 
dedicated Oct. 5.
SEE MEMORIAL ON PAGE 3

NATO general calls for action on new brands of threats

Breedlove

ALEX BRANDON/AP

Nick Benson    engraves the letter “S” on a wall of the  American Veterans Disabled For Life Memorial in Washington. Benson’s father 
designed the lettering for the memorial, which is scheduled to be dedicated in October. 

FOREVER
CHANGED

Memorial honors sacrifice of 
America’s disabled veterans
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Though Ukraine is not a NATO 
member state, Russia’s arming 
and backing of separatists there 
as a way to create instability must 
be factored into how NATO plans 
its responses in the future,  said 
Breedlove, who also serves as head 
of the U.S. European Command.

“We see Russian leadership in 
Ukraine,” Breedlove said. “Rus-
sian supplies, armament, financ-
ing, everything inside Ukraine. 
What does that mean as it relates 
to how we define Article 4 and 
Article 5? It is illustrative for us to 
look at this form of warfare we’re 
seeing from Russia and how we 
will react to it in the future.” 

Article 4 of the NATO treaty 
allows members to ask for consul-
tations on any issue it feels may af-
fect security.

Breedlove’s comments come as 
NATO is preparing for a major 
summit in September, when heads 
of state will assemble in Wales with 
the aim of restructuring elements 
of the military alliance to better 
prepare for potential threats ema-
nating out of Russia.

Russia denies that it has inter-
vened in the conflict in Ukraine. 
Moscow has also dismissed as “ri-
diculous” allegations that it rep-
resents a threat to the security of 
any NATO country.

Still, a report from a British 
parliament defense committee, 
looking ahead of the NATO sum-
mit Britain is hosting, said NATO 
must take swift action to trans-
form itself, especially in light of 
unconventional Russian tactics in 
Ukraine.

A crippling cyberattack in 2007 
on  Estonia — a NATO member 
once under Soviet domination 
—  which was believed by Western 
officials to have been conducted 
by Russia, also raises questions 
about NATO’s capacity to respond 
to assaults even on its territory.

“A Russian unconventional at-
tack, using asymmetric tactics 
(the latest term for this is “ambig-
uous warfare”), designed to slip 
below NATO’s response thresh-
old, would be particularly difficult 
to counter,” the U.K. report stated. 
“And the challenges, which NATO 
faces in deterring, or mounting an 
adequate response to, such an at-
tack poses a fundamental risk to 
NATO’s credibility.”

NATO must adapt to become 
more responsive to such threats, 
according to the report by Brit-
ain’s House of Commons Defence 
Committee, which recommends:

� NATO make dramatic im-
provements to the existing rapid 
reaction force. 

� Pre-positioning equipment in 
the Baltic states. 

� Maintaining a continuous 
presence of NATO troops to con-
duct training and exercises in the 
Baltics;

� Re-establishment of large-
scale military exercises, including 
representatives from all NATO 
states.  

NATO also must examine the 
circumstances in which the Ar-
ticle 5 mutual defense guarantee 
will be invoked in the face of asym-
metric attack, the report stated.

In the past, many west Europe-
an members of the alliance have 
been reluctant to station forces 
close to Russia’s borders, fearing 
that might antagonize Moscow.

Breedlove, who has spoken of 
the need for NATO to reorganize 
various headquarters and trans-
form the NATO Response Force 
into a more rapidly deployable 
force, said NATO is reviewing a 
broad range of measures to deal 
with such shortcomings. Among 
the measures being looked at is 
forward positioned equipment 
closer to potential hot spots in the 
east and a more constant presence 
of NATO forces in the region. 

What is not yet clear is how
NATO will deploy forces in the 
east and whether those measures
would be a permanent or a rota-
tional presence. That is a matter
for political leaders, Breedlove
said. 

“The most important thing is,
we are going to work on measures
that will make NATO more re-
sponsive,”  Breedlove said.  

“I believe this is a very impor-
tant time here in Europe, perhaps 
the most critical since the end of
the Cold War.” 
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Supreme Allied Commander Europe Air Force Gen. Philip Breedlove talks to the media Thursday after 
visiting a Patriot missile battery of the 5th Battalion, 7th Air Defense Artillery Regiment in Gaziantep, 
Turkey . He urged NATO to redefine its commitment to defend member states from aggression by adding 
new and unconventional threats such as cyberwarfare and irregular militia operations.

Threats: General says nations should change with times
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 BY DONNA CASSATA

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Rushing 
toward the exits, Congress on 
Thursday scrambled to wrap up 
legislation addressing the trou-
bled Veterans Affairs Depart-
ment and a looming shortfall in 
highway money. House Republi-
cans sought to win over reluctant 
tea party conservatives on a bor-
der security bill.

On the final day before a five-
week summer break, Congress 
was leaving a long list of unfin-
ished business after 18 months 
of bitter partisanship. Democrats 
cast Republicans as the obsta-
cle; Republicans said President 
Barack Obama has been missing 
in action.

“We’ve not had a productive 
Congress,” acknowledged Sen-
ate Majority Leader Harry Reid, 
D-Nev.

Minority Leader Mitch McCo-
nnell, R-Ky., said Obama has cho-
sen to raise money in Hollywood 
rather than work with Congress.

The institutional split of a Re-
publican-led House and Demo-

cratic-controlled Senate has 
added up to inaction, especially 
in a midterm election year with 
control of the Senate at stake.

House Speaker John Boehner, 
R-Ohio, underscored the political 
divide, describing any attempt by 
Senate Democrats to add parts of 
a year-old comprehensive immi-
gration bill to the border security 
measure as a “nutso scheme.”

Lawmakers have struggled to 
compromise on a handful of bills 
to deal with the nation’s pressing 
problems, sometimes having to 
negotiate within their own ranks.

In a last-minute push for votes 
for a $659 million border bill, 
House Republican leaders sought 
to tamp down tea party unrest 
stirred by Texas Sen. Ted Cruz. 
The leaders scheduled a compan-
ion vote on legislation that would 
block Obama from extending de-
portation relief to any more im-
migrants living here illegally.

Rep. Hal Rogers, R-Ky., chair-
man of the Appropriations Com-

mittee, spoke of a need to turn 
back “the tide of illegal immi-
grants” and said the problem had 
been exacerbated by Obama ad-
ministration policies.

White House officials have in-
dicated plans to unilaterally ex-
pand that program, perhaps to 
millions more people, because of 
the House’s failure to act this year 
on a comprehensive immigration 
overhaul bill passed by the Sen-
ate. Republicans warn that that 
would provoke a constitutional 
crisis, and a few conservatives 
have said it would be grounds for 
impeachment.

Boehner told reporters it would 
“seal a legacy of lawlessness.”

The White House issued a 
statement assailing House Re-
publicans for their inaction on 
comprehensive legislation and 
then willingness to target a pro-
gram that “has benefited more 
than 500,000 young people who 
are Americans in every way ex-
cept on paper.”

House Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif., complained of a 
“mess on the floor of the House” 
in its final days of work before the 

recess. She said Republican lead-
ers added the companion bill “to 
sweeten the pie” for immigration 
reform opponents and “intensify 
the harm for children.”

The fast-moving developments 
would seem to ensure House pas-
sage of the border bill that would 
allow migrant youths to be sent 
home more quickly and would 
dispatch National Guard troops 
to the border, yet do nothing to 
change the overall stalemate in 
Congress over the border crisis 
in South Texas.

The Senate’s version of the bill 
— a $3.5 billion package that also 
includes money for Western wild-
fires and Israel — faces opposi-
tion from Republicans and some 
Democrats, who argue the mea-
sure amounts to a blank check for 
Obama with no policy changes.

That left no apparent path for a 
compromise bill to reach Obama’s 
desk before Congress’ recess, 
even as lawmakers in both par-
ties said they wanted to act.

 Congress is poised to send 
Obama legislation revamping the 
VA, with a Senate vote expected 
Thursday. Lawmakers also are 

working on a path forward for 
highway and transit projects.
The sweeping, $16.3 billion VA
bill would overhaul the scandal-
plagued department after reports
of patients dying while await-
ing treatment and long delays in
scheduling appointments.

The legislative effort came 
against the backdrop of a parti-
san House vote to sue Obama for
unilateral changes in his signa-
ture health care law. Republicans 
accused him of shredding the
Constitution, while Democrats
described the vote as a veiled at-
tempt at impeachment.

The near party-line vote on 
Wednesday was 225-201.

Determined to help Israel amid 
weeks of deadly fighting in Gaza
with Hamas, the House and Sen-
ate also were expected to approve
$225 million for Israel’s Iron
Dome missile defense system 
that intercepts short-range rock-
ets and mortars.

Support for Israel is strongly 
bipartisan in Congress. Immigra-
tion, on the other hand, causes
sharp splits . 

VA, immigration bills part of pre-break crush

Clockwise from top 
left: W. Barry Owenby, 
left, project executive 
for the American 
Veterans Disabled For 
Life Memorial, talks 
as he walks around 
the under-construction 
memorial, with the 
U.S. Capitol in the 
background, during a 
tour for The Associated 
Press on July 9; Andy 
Del Gallo, working with 
the John Stevens Shop, 
works on the stencil 
for an inscription of 
a quote by President 
George Washington to 
be sand-blasted into 
stone at the memorial, 
which is scheduled 
to be dedicated in 
October; Owenby at 
the center of activity at 
the memorial site.
PHOTOS BY ALEX BRANDON/AP
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Glass walls will carry inscrip-
tions and photographs telling vet-
erans’ stories from different eras. 
Bronze silhouette sculptures will 
represent their service. A cer-
emonial flame will burn on the 
water’s surface in a star-shaped 
fountain representing the five 
branches of military service, sur-
rounded by a grove of trees. The 
idea was inspired by the camara-
derie of soldiers’ campfires and 
the flame as a symbol of renewal, 
designer Michael Vergason said.

“I think it will bring it home for 
visitors,” Halfaker said. “I think 
it will give people a better under-
standing of how somebody’s life is 
forever changed and really help 
them understand the sacrifice a 
little bit more. It’s hard to explain 
to somebody what being in com-
bat is like.”

Halfaker created a consulting 
business after leaving the mili-
tary and serves as chairwoman 
of the Wounded Warrior Project. 
The only thing she doesn’t like 
about the memorial, she said, is 
the term disabled. She doesn’t 
think of herself that way.

Construction has been under-
way for nearly a year, and the me-
morial plaza was taking shape as 
The Associated Press had a look 
at its progress. Workers have been 
installing black stone elements 
for a fountain and reflecting pool. 
A Rhode Island stone carver is 
working to hand-carve inscrip-
tions from George Washington 
and Dwight Eisenhower in the 
site’s marble Wall of Gratitude.

Those who planned the me-
morial near the Capitol wanted 
to ensure lawmakers and their 
staffs see the memorial each day 
“and realize there’s a human cost 
when you send our troops into 
harm’s way,” said project execu-
tive W. Barry Owenby, who is also 
a veteran.

While controversies have aris-
en over other memorials honor-
ing Eisenhower, Martin Luther 
King Jr. and World War II vet-
erans, this project has not drawn 
the same scrutiny or criticism. It 
has gone through the same over-
sight reviews as any other memo-
rial project.

“Who could take issue with hon-
oring those who have given a life 
sacrifice?” said Arthur Wilson, a 
disabled Vietnam veteran and co-
founder of the Disabled Veterans’ 
Life Memorial Foundation that 
is building the memorial. “It’s a 
reminder that needs to be there 
every day.”

The project is even more timely 
now, he said, considering the rev-
elations of health care problems 
in the Department of Veterans 
Affairs.

The idea began in 1998 with 
Florida philanthropist Lois Pope, 
former Veterans Affairs Secre-
tary Jesse Brown and Wilson, 
and it quickly drew support in 
Congress. By 2000, the autho-
rizing legislation was signed by 
President Bill Clinton.

While some memorial projects 
rely on federal dollars, this me-
morial has been funded almost 
entirely with privately raised 
funds. Organizers raised about 

$80 million from more than 1 
million donors. The Disabled 
American Veterans organization 
contributed about $10 million. 
Pope and her foundation also con-
tributed about $10 million. 

A federal grant of about $6 mil-
lion was secured to remove a road 
that crossed the site. The memo-
rial will eventually be operated 
by the National Park Service.

Once it’s finished, Vergason, 

the site’s designer, said the fall
will be a perfect time to visit. 
The memorial includes a grove of
ginkgo trees that turn yellow in 
early November, just in time for
Veterans Day. 
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 BY KAREN DEYOUNG

 The Washington Post

Secretary of State John Kerry appealed 
to both candidates in Afghanistan’s dis-
puted presidential election to translate 
the broad power-sharing agreement they 
reached with him early this month into a 
working relationship they can carry into a 
new government, “whoever wins.”

“The time for politics is over,” Kerry 
wrote in an op-ed published online 
Wednesday by Afghanistan’s TOLOnews 
in English as well as in Dari and Pashto, 
the two official Afghan languages. “The 
time for cooperation is at hand,” he wrote. 
“There is no time to waste.”

Kerry’s intervention came amid a cre-
scendo of what a senior Obama adminis-
tration official called “misinformation and 

background noise” about the terms of the 
still-secret accord they reached in their 
July 12 emergency talks with him.

The agreement came after Afghanistan’s 
elections board declared Ashraf Ghani the 
winner in the June vote to replace longtime 
President Hamid Karzai, and the declared 
loser, Abdullah Abdullah, cried fraud. To 
avoid a national meltdown, Kerry flew to 
Kabul and negotiated a deal to recount 
all 8 million ballots and establish a unity 
government.

The vote count was slow to get started, 
but is now underway. A parallel process 
to flesh out the unity agreement has been 
stalled while rumors fly among the two 
candidates’ camps about its terms.

“What likely happened is that each cam-
paign, each leader, promised all kinds of 
positions, jobs, to their constituents,” said a 

senior official, who spoke on the condition 
of anonymity about ongoing  negotiations. 
“Whoever wins is not going to be able to 
dish out as many jobs as they had hoped, 
because of this unity government concept.”

Responding to conflicting reports that 
the winning president will have little power 
over a new prime minister, or vice versa, 
Kerry wrote: “I was there in the room, and 
I can tell you what is not in that one-page 
document.

“It respects Afghan institutions and the 
role of the president as the head of govern-
ment. It does not establish a parliamentary 
system,” he said. “It creates a new position 
of chief executive who will report to the 
president until the president convenes a 
loya jirga to determine whether a perma-
nent change is in the best interests of the 
country.”

The loya jirga, or mass meeting of Af-
ghan ethnic, tribal and political leaders, is 
to take place within two years.

“What the agreement does provide is a
critical opportunity for both candidates to
move beyond political competition to real
statesmanship,” Kerry wrote. “Every de-
mocracy reaches a decisive moment where
the interests of the country must outweigh 
the interests of politicians. Afghanistan is
at that critical point today.”

The U.S. administration would like
Ghani and Abdullah to “sign the document
they agreed to, and publish that,” the se-
nior official said. “Then they need to put
meat on the bones of that agreement” and 
“talk to their constituents about what this
means and what it doesn’t mean.” 

 DAN LAMOTHE

The Washington Post

The Marines turned this spring 
to an awkward-looking helicopter 
with a needle nose to help per-
form a complicated mission: clos-
ing down bases in violent sections 
of Helmand province, Afghani-
stan, while Taliban insurgents 
launched repeated attacks on Af-
ghan troops charged with main-
taining security.

It was one of the “K-Max” he-
licopter drone’s last major mis-
sions, as it turns out. Lockheed 
Martin and Kaman Aerospace 
Corp. announced Thursday that 
the revolutionary aircraft has 
returned to the United States fol-
lowing a three-year deployment.

The K-Max first deployed to Af-
ghanistan in 2011, one year after 
the Navy Department awarded a 
$45.8 million contract to the two 
companies to provide a pair of 
unmanned helicopters and three 
ground control stations. 

The Navy Department wanted 

the helos to try unmanned cargo 
resupply missions in a combat 
zone. Doing so, the logic went, 
would allow the Marines to cut 
back on the size and number of 
vehicle convoys needed over Af-
ghanistan’s treacherous, explo-
sive-riddled roads.

The Marines eventually de-
ployed a third K-Max. The ex-
perimental aircraft had its 
hiccups — one of the helicopters 
was destroyed in a crash in June 
2013 — but generally the Ma-
rines raved about its utility and 
dependability.

The K-Max can lift about 6,000 
pounds at sea level. Loads in Af-
ghanistan’s heat and higher eleva-
tions probably cut that back some, 
but the aircraft was still in heavy 
demand. It performed thousands 
of missions between late 2011 and 
now, carrying more than 4.5 mil-
lion pounds of supplies, Lockheed 
officials said Thursday.

The K-Max already is getting a 
look for other missions. The U.S. 
Army plans to test it in coming 

months at Fort Benning, Ga., in 
part to see how well it operates 
with a drone vehicle built by 
Lockheed and called the Squad 
Mission Support System, Avia-
tion Today reported last week 
from the Farnborough Air Show 
in London. The idea is to show 
that unmanned equipment is ca-
pable of moving other unmanned 
equipment, potentially allowing 
U.S. troops to deliver the drone 
vehicle to U.S. troops in a war 
zone.

The K-Max also has been 
used in the United States to help 
squelch wildfires.

In a conference call with re-
porters Thursday, Marine Maj. 
Kyle O’Connor, who led the first 
K-Max detachment in Afghani-
stan, said the Marines were less 
concerned with the drone helos 
being hacked than with them 
getting hit by small-arms fire. 
To avoid that, they mostly flew 
it at night “using altitude as our 
friend,” O’Connor said, according 
to Seapower magazine. 

 BY WILLIAM COLE

The Honolulu Star-Advertiser

 Rim of the Pacific war games 
were wrapping up with dozens of 
ships heading back to Pearl Har-
bor on Wednesday and Thursday 
after spending several weeks at 
sea working on interoperability 
in an increasingly interconnected 
Asia-Pacific region.

Twenty-two nations, 49 surface 
ships, six submarines, more than 
200 aircraft and 25,000 personnel 
participated in RIMPAC off Ha-
waii and Southern California.

“During RIMPAC we have 
benefited tremendously from 
working with (anti-submarine 
warfare) forces from Australia, 
Canada, Chile, Japan, New Zea-
land and the Republic of Korea, 
each of whom brings unique skills 
and perspectives to the table,” 
Rear Adm. Phil Sawyer, com-
mander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet 
submarine force at Pearl Harbor, 
said in a Navy news story.

“The ability to work in coalitions 
is a very big deterrent to those who 
would use undersea warfare for 
aggression,” added Japan Mari-
time Self Defense Force liaison Lt. 
Cmdr. Tomoyuki Amanuma.

The combined skills honed 
during RIMPAC also can be used 
during disasters in the Pacific 
and stand in contrast to the threat 
to stability that nations such as 
North Korea continue to pose.

North Korea is test-firing more 
missiles and other weapons than 
in the past, and over the weekend 
threatened nuclear strikes on the 
White House and Pentagon.

Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III, 
head of U.S. Pacific Command at 
Camp H.M. Smith, said Tuesday 
in a news conference at the Pen-
tagon that “their (North Korea’s) 
desire for nuclear missiles and 
nuclear capabilities, as we’ve 
said over and over again, is highly 
threatening to the global security 
environment.”

There is “wide debate through-
out the intelligence community 
about how much capability they 

have, the ability to weapon-
ize it, the ability to put it into
warheads.”

Denuclearization of North
Korea “is an essential part of 
the way ahead in this part of the 
world,” Locklear said.

China’s first-ever participation
in RIMPAC garnered accolades
for the professionalism of the 
crews of the four warships that
were invited and disdain for the
uninvited spy ship that China also 
sent into the U.S. 200-nautical-
mile exclusive economic zone , or
EEZ, off Hawaii.

The arrival of the surveillance
ship was “a little odd,” but it
“hasn’t created any difficulties in
the exercise,” Locklear said.

“The good news about this is
that it’s a recognition, I think, or
an acceptance by the Chinese of
what we’ve been saying to them
for some time — is that military 
operations and survey operations
in another country’s EEZs, where 
you have your own national secu-
rity interest, are within interna-
tional law and are acceptable,”
Locklear said.

China, by contrast, has sought 
to keep the U.S. Navy out of its
EEZs.

Kerry urges Afghan rivals to work in unity

Commander cites
RIMPAC benefits

LISA TOURTELOT, COURTESY OF THE U.S. MARINES/The Washington Post 

Marines familiarize themselves with the Kaman K1200, or “K-Max,” unmanned helicopter during initial 
testing in Helmand province, Afghanistan, in 2012. The helicopter was used in Afghanistan for three 
years and is now back in the United States. 

Lauded ‘K-Max’ ends Afghan tour
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Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Eight U.S. 
airmen and a contractor gunned 
down in 2011 by an Afghan offi-
cer at the Kabul Airport didn’t die 
because of a lack of fighting spirit, 
the final Air Force investigation 
of the matter has concluded.

Additionally, an earlier Air 
Force report’s conclusion that the 
gunman, Col. Ahmed Gul, had 
killed himself was incorrect, the 
report stated.

The investigation finished in 
May 2013 was first reported on 
by the Air Force Times, which 

obtained it  Wednesday through 
a Freedom of Information Act 
Request.

The 2011 attack inside a train-
ing facility for the Afghan air 
force was the deadliest insider at-
tack of the war. The rampage in-
side a supposedly secure facility 
helped focus intense attention on 
the challenges of keeping U.S. and 
allied troops safe as they worked 
closely with Afghan troops as 
advisers.

A 2011 investigation concluded 
Gul committed suicide after mur-
dering his nine victims. But the 

new report says he was killed by 
Afghan security forces, the Air 
Force Times reported.

“The evidence and witness 
statements indicate Col. Gul was 
most likely killed by the Afghan 
Quick Reaction Force,” the final 
investigation stated.

The report also contradicts 
earlier suggestions that victims 
failed to fight back. Because of 
the way the attack played out, 
they had no chance to return fire, 
the investigator wrote.

“Secondly, I find that the evi-
dence does not indicate that a 

‘lack of warrior ethos’ accounts
for why the eight American vic-
tims did not touch their weapons
in response to Col. Gul opening
fire,” the report said.

There’s no evidence that other 
Afghans present when Gul went
on his rampage were involved,
the report stated. 

The investigation was ordered
last year in response to unan-
swered questions stemming from 
the original investigation, as well 
as questions from Congress and
the victims’ families, the  news-
paper reported.

War College to make 
final decision on Walsh

HELENA, Mont. — The U.S. 
Army War College will have the 
final say over whether any pun-
ishment is warranted in a plagia-
rism investigation against Sen. 
John Walsh, D-Mont.

Spokeswoman Carol Kerr said 
Wednesday that the Department 
of Defense and U.S. Army inspec-
tors general will be notified before 
the release of the findings, but the 
authority to take disciplinary ac-
tion remains with the college.

Provost Lance Betros previ-
ously said the Defense Depart-
ment had asserted jurisdiction 
over the investigation because it 
involved a member of Congress, 
and the department would decide 
any sanctions.

The college asked for and re-
ceived clarification about that 
jurisdiction after an Associated 
Press story reporting Betros’ 
comments.

A New York Times story 
showed Walsh used others’ work 
without attribution in a 2007 re-
search paper.

The school’s investigation be-
gins Aug. 15.

 Former sailor admits to 
pimping underage girl

 A former Navy sailor who kept 
an underage HIV-positive girl in 
his barracks admitted in court 
Wednesday that he prostituted her 
in Virginia and in other states.

Jeffrey C. Wright, 25, pleaded 
guilty in U.S. District Court in 
Norfolk to crossing state lines for 
sex trafficking of a child. He faces 
up to five years in prison when he 
is sentenced in November.

Wright, who was discharged 
from the Navy in March, was ar-
rested in April after local authori-
ties caught him with a 17-year-old 
runaway. The girl, who had been 
living with foster parents in the 
region, went by the names Honey 
B, Pink China and Naomi C.

They met online about a month 
after the girl was arrested in 
Georgia on a prostitution charge. 
 Wright began prostituting her 
on  backpage.com last fall, pros-
ecutors said. He drove her to cus-
tomers around the region, and in 
Maryland and North Carolina.

 Wright remains in jail pending 
sentencing. 

Afghan officials to
restart vote audit

KABUL, Afghanistan — In 
the latest setback to the Afghan 
presidential election, officials 
said Thursday that they will re-
sume an audit of millions of votes 
this weekend to resolve disputes 
between the presidential candi-
dates over how to disqualify bal-
lots amid allegations of massive 
fraud.

The recount is likely to take 
weeks, stalling an already much-
delayed announcement of a new 
president to replace Hamid Kar-
zai, the only leader the country 
has known since the 2001 U.S.-led 
invasion that ousted the Taliban.

Preliminary results from the 
June 14 runoff vote showed for-
mer Finance Minister Ashraf 
Ghani  well ahead of his rival, for-
mer Foreign Minister Abdullah 
Abdullah, but both sides alleged 
fraud. 
  From wire reports

AF clarifies 2011 Afghan airport attack report
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 BY TOM PHILPOTT

Veterans reading only head-
lines, hearing only sound bites, 
might have a few misconceptions 
about how Congress and the VA 
plan to use non-VA health care 
providers to ensure more timely 
and convenient access to care.

A magical sounding item called 
a “Veteran’s Choice Card,” for ex-
ample, won’t be a limitless credit 
card given qualified veterans to 
cover whatever health services 
they receive from whatever physi-
cian they use.

And veterans not already en-
rolled in VA health care won’t 
gain accelerated access to outside 
care as promised by the legisla-
tion — unless they serve in areas 
of combat operations within five 
years of enrollment.

The centerpiece of the Veterans 
Access, Choice and Accountabil-
ity Act of (HR 3230) is a special 
$10 billion Veterans Choice Fund. 
Over the next three years, VA is 
to use the fund as needed to buy 
care from non-VA care providers 
for veterans if they face long waits 
for VA care — defined initially as 
more than 30 days — or if they re-
side more than 40 miles from VA 
care.

The intent is to eliminate VA 
patient wait lists that some VA 
health administrators and staff 
conspired to hide in recent years, 
thus compromising the integrity 
of performance reports and put-
ting patients’ health at risk.

VA leaders and veteran service 
organizations prefer to attack 
wait times through improved re-
sourcing. They want VA spend-
ing raised to meet actual patient 
demand from wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, from the expansion 
of diseases presumed caused by 
defoliants used in Vietnam, and 
from higher costs of caring for 
aging veterans.

So HR 3230 also authorizes VA 
to spend $5 billion more to expand 
its own capacity to deliver care, by 
hiring more medical and support 
staff and also building and leasing 
more space.

House-Senate conferees, in 
shaping the final bill, categorized 
the Choice Fund as emergency 
money so the $10 billion gets 
added to the nation’s debt but not 
to VA budgets. The $5 billion for 
more VA-delivered care is to be 
paid through cuts elsewhere in 
VA, including executive bonuses 
and by deferring planned rate cuts 
for some types of VA home loans.

The legislation mandates use 
of a new Veteran’s Choice Card 
but it isn’t a golden key to private 

sector care. It will be more like 
an informational insurance card 
to be presented to non-VA health 
care providers to identify the vet-
eran and to verify eligibility for 
episodes of care that, sometime 
earlier, were arranged through 
and approved by a VA care 
coordinator.

The administrative challenges 
ahead for VA in coordinating a vast 
expansion of private sector care, 
monitoring outside care qual-
ity and integrating those medical 
records back into VA health care 
will be profound. But the bill is 
said to set aside only $300 million 
for these added tasks.

Indeed, in reviewing the new 
law’s requirements, VA officials 
are weighing whether current Vet-
eran Identification Cards , which 
are issued when veterans enroll in 
VA health care, might be modified 
to serve as the “choice card” that 
the new law mandates.

Other details in the reform 
package will disappoint reform-
ers who seek to fully “privatize” 
VA care. The bill is a series of 
compromises between near-term 
action to address the patient wait-
time scandal and steps to shore up 
the integrated VA health care sys-
tem so prized by many veterans .

Here’s more on how non-VA 
care will grow:

ELIGIBILITY: The hurdles to 
gain easy access to non-VA care 
go beyond how far veterans re-
side from a VA clinic or how long 
their wait for care. To be eligible, 
veterans must have enrolled in VA 
health care by Aug. 1, 2014, or, if 
they enroll later, they must have 
served on active duty in a theater 
of combat operations within five 
years of enrolling.

These restrictions address cost 
concerns fiscal conservatives had 
after the Congressional Budget 
Office projected that up to 2 mil-
lion more veterans would drop 
current health insurance and en-
roll with VA if given the chance to 
use current doctors and have VA 
foot the bill.

NO FIRM 30-DAY GOAL: Ar-
chitects of HR 3230, Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, I-Vt., and Rep. Jeff Mill-
er, R-Fla., would like non-VA care 
offered to any vet who can’t get a 
VA appointment within 30 days. 
But their legislation allows VA to 
set a different wait-time goal if 

they can defend it. What VA final-
ly decides will be part of interim
rules for implementing the law,
to be published within 90 days of 
President Barack Obama signing 
the bill into law.

The bill would require that if VA
can’t offer a timely appointment
then it must inform the veteran
electronically or, if the veteran 
chooses, by mail, and explain that 
outside care is authorized. Last
year, VA spent $4.8 billion on non-
VA health care but half of that in-
volved emergency services.

40 MILES AS CROW FLIES:
Veterans who reside more than 40
miles from a VA medical facility 
or who must travel by air, boat or
ferry to access VA care are to be 
offered non-VA care instead. VA is
to use “geodesic distance” or the 
shortest route between two points 
on Earth, or, if you like, “as the
crow flies.” VA’s early estimate is
that 500,000 vets will qualify.

However, House-Senate confer-
ees in their explanatory report on
HR 3230, say they do not intend
the 40-mile criteria “to preclude 
veterans who reside closer” to a
VA facility “from accessing care
through non-VA providers, par-
ticularly if the VA facility … pro-
vides limited services.” So VA will
have to clarify in regulation what
40 miles really means.

CHOICE OF PROVIDER: Not
all veterans who become eligible
for non-VA care will get to choose
their outside provider, and not
every non-VA care provider will
opt to treat veterans through the 
VA coordinated care program,
even if the vets are existing pa-
tients. One issue for physicians
will be the level of reimbursement
and another the timeliness of VA 
payments.

VA has existing contracts with 
individual physicians and with 
pools of private sector providers.
Many more such arrangements
are expected. But VA cannot pay
rates higher than Medicare allows,
with exceptions possible if care is 
delivered in very rural areas.

Timeliness of VA payments to
non-VA care providers has been a 
significant concern for years. The
reform bill has language urging
VA officials to improve their pay-
ment procedures.
Send comments to Military Update, P.O. 
Box 231111, Centreville, VA, 20120, email 
milupdate@aol.com 

The Congressional Budget 
Office was recalibrating the
bill’s cost a press time. For the
latest figures, go to stripes.com
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BY JAMES KIMBER

Stars and Stripes

Servicemembers stationed 
overseas will soon see much of 
their forwarded mail arrive fast-
er at their new duty station when 
they transfer, Military Postal 
Service Agency officials say.

By November, servicemem-
bers moving back stateside or to 
another overseas location will 
be able to log in to USPS.com to 
change their address and can 
expect the U.S. Postal Service to 
immediately reroute mail. 

While this service is standard 
in the States, it isn’t yet available 
for APO and FPO addresses. 

The new process conforms to 
services provided by the USPS 
since 2003. 

Following a business study, 
MPS began standardizing APO-
FPO address conversions to add 
overseas military addresses to 
the USPS National Change of Ad-
dress database. 

The standardized addresses 
allow the Postal Automated 
Redirection System to auto-
mate military mail forwarding 
domestically.

Under the current process, a 
transferred servicemember’s 
mail goes to the post office serv-
ing their old duty station. Military 
post office employees then manu-
ally sort and redirect it to the new 
address.

“As it relates to the Internet 
Change of Address and Postal 
Automated Redirection System, 
we are automating the redirec-

tion process of first class military 
mail,” James Clark, chief of the 
agency’s operations division, said 
in a July 24 statement. “It will 
improve transit times. It would 
save costs in both transportation 
and labor overseas, and improve 
overall services.”

The MPSA estimates savings 
of $4 million annually.

“The annual cost avoidance 
throughout DOD is related to 
reduced man-hours and mail 
volumes associated with manual 
redirection of First Class Mail,” 
Clark said in an email to Stars 
and Stripes. “We don’t see oppor-
tunities to reduce manning or ac-
tual employees since other mail 
classes are not currently affected 
by this service improvement.”

Clark noted that despite the 
reduction in manual redirect 
mail volumes, the function still 
exists for all non-first class mail 
categories.

Just as their stateside counter-
parts, overseas servicemembers 
can expect a one-time $1 per fil-
ing fee for submitting an Internet 
change of address.

“It is important to us that we 
stay in lockstep with USPS as 
they develop their technologies 
and service improvements,” 
Clark said. “We want equitable 
service for our servicemembers 
and their families overseas, be-
cause they deserve it.”

kimber.james@stripes.com 
Twitter: @james_kimber

DAVID COLEMAN/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Petty Officer 2nd Class Christopher Younkin sorts mail  aboard the 
guided-missile destroyer USS Ross. In November, servicemembers 
will be able to update their change of address online.  

Setting record straight on 
VA health care changes

Servicemembers 
soon will use Web
for new address
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PACIFIC

 BY CHRIS CAROLA

The Associated Press

SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y.   
— Racing against time, mem-
bers of a Japanese organization 
are combing a New York military 
museum’s World War II records 
for information they hope will 
lead to the graves of American 
servicemen still listed as missing 
in action on Saipan.

The reason for the urgency: A 
developer plans to begin construc-
tion in the fall on a condominium 
near the beach where scores of 
Americans were killed on July 7, 
1944, during Japan’s largest mass 
suicide attack of the war.

Kuentai-Japan, a nonprofit 
group that searches Pacific is-
lands for Japan’s war dead, found 
the remains of at least two Amer-
ican fighting men near the con-
struction site in 2011 and 2013, 
and believes as many as 16 others 
are buried nearby. In April, Kue-
ntai-Japan formed a sister orga-
nization, Kuentai-USA.

“This is urgent,” said Kuentai 
founder Usan Kurata, 58, a jour-
nalist who is visiting the New York 
State Military Museum this week 
with another group leader, both 
from Kyoto. He said the Japanese 
organization believes that return-
ing Americans’ remains to their 

families is the right thing to do.
The Pentagon agency in charge 

of searching foreign battlefields 
for America’s dead says about 
20 U.S. servicemen are unac-
counted for on Saipan, part of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, a U.S. 
commonwealth 1,400 miles from 
Japan.

Maj. Jamie Dobson, a spokes-
woman for the Hawaii-based 
U.S. Joint POW-MIA Accounting 
Command, said developers must 
follow Saipan’s stringent historic 
preservation laws and if a prob-
able burial site is found to be in 
imminent danger, the U.S. will 
send a recovery team.

Kuentai said it has an agree-
ment with the Russian developer 
of the condo project to excavate 
the property for remains, but the 
group is still awaiting final ap-
proval from local authorities.

The researchers’ visit to the 
U.S. comes 70 years after more 
than 3,000 Japanese troops 
launched the assault that killed or 
wounded more than 900 soldiers 
in the Army’s 105th Regiment, 
part of the 27th Infantry Divi-
sion, a former New York National 
Guard unit.

Many of the Americans killed 
in the “banzai” attack were from 
New York state. The museum 
holds many of the 27th Division’s 

records, including enlistment 
cards, rosters, regimental year-
books, photographs and other 
documents.

Using battlefield photos pub-
lished in Life magazine in August 
1944 and military maps at the 
National Archives in Washing-
ton, Kuentai located a mass grave 
containing the skeletal remains 
of nearly 800 Japanese troops. 
The bones were cremated and 
the ashes brought back to Japan 
for burial.

During its excavations, the 
group also discovered the re-
mains of five probable Ameri-
can soldiers. JPAC said two have 
been identified so far as MIAs 
from the 105th Regiment, and 
they were returned for burial in 
their home states of Kentucky 
and Pennsylvania.

JPAC and the Defense Depart-
ment’s other casualty accounting 
agency, the Defense POW-MIA 
Office, are the subject of a Penta-
gon inspector general’s investiga-
tion of potential fraud and waste.

In March, after The Associ-
ated Press reported the failings 
of the military’s MIA accounting 
effort, Defense Secretary Chuck 
Hagel announced a shake-up 
that includes combining the func-
tions of the two entities into a new 
agency. 

Japanese racing to help find US remains

MIKE GROLL/AP

 Yukari Akatsuka, left, and Usan Kurata, of Kuentai-USA, look at 
World Word II photographs of Saipan at the New York State Military 
Museum in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., on July 29. They are looking 
for information they hope will lead them to the burial places of U.S. 
MIAs killed during a bloody attack on Saipan on July 7, 1944.  
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 BY STEPHEN OHLEMACHER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Congres-
sional investigators say this is 
why they want all of Lois Lerner’s 
emails.

Newly released emails show the 
former IRS official referring to 
some right-wing Republicans as 
“crazies” and more, a revelation 
that is fueling GOP claims of a po-
litical conspiracy at the tax agency 
to target conservative groups.

Lerner headed the IRS division 
that handles applications for tax-
exempt status. In a series of emails 
with an associate in November 
2012, Lerner made two disparag-
ing remarks about some members 
of the GOP, including one remark 
that was vulgar.

Rep. Dave Camp, who chairs 
the House Ways and Means 
Committee, released the emails 
Wednesday as part of his com-
mittee’s investigation. The Michi-
gan Republican says the emails 
show Lerner’s “disgust with 
conservatives.”

In one email, Lerner called 
some conservatives crazies. In the 
other, she called them a harsher 
term . 

Lerner retired from the IRS last 
fall. Lerner’s lawyer, William W. 
Taylor III, did not respond to a re-
quest for comment. His office said 
he was traveling.

Congress and the Justice De-
partment are investigating wheth-
er the IRS improperly scrutinized 
applications for tax-exempt status 
from conservative groups during 
the 2010 and 2012 elections.

In June, the IRS told Congress 
that an untold number of Lerner’s 
emails were lost when her com-
puter hard drive crashed in 2011. 
The revelation set off a new round 
of hearings on Capitol Hill, as well 
as a new push by Republicans for a 
special prosecutor to investigate.

The Obama administration is 
resisting calls for a special pros-
ecutor, noting the numerous on-
going investigations. Both the 
Justice Department and the IRS 
inspector general are investigat-
ing the lost emails as part of wider 
probes.

Despite the lost emails, the IRS 
says it is providing congressional 
investigators with 67,000 emails to 
and from Lerner.

In the newly released emails, 
Lerner apparently was traveling 
in Britain in November 2012 when 
she used her Blackberry to send a 
series of emails to a personal asso-
ciate who did not work at the IRS. 
Camp said Lerner was using her 
government email account.

Lerner told the person that 
she overheard some women say 
America was bankrupt and “going 
down the tubes.”

“Well, you should hear the 

whacko wing of the GOP,” re-
plied the person, whose name
was blacked out by Camp’s office.
“The US is through; too many
foreigners sucking the teat; time 
to hunker down, buy ammo and
food, and prepare for the end. The
right wing radio shows are scary
to listen to.”

Lerner replies: “Great. Maybe
we are through if there are that
many assholes.”

The other person replies: “And 
I’m talking about the hosts of the
shows. The callers are rabid.”

Lerner: “So we don’t need to
worry about alien teRrorists (sic).
It’s our own crazies that will take
us down.”

In a letter to Attorney General
Eric Holder, Camp said, “This
email shows that Ms. Lerner’s
mistreatment of conservative
groups was driven by her personal 
hostility toward conservatives.”

Lerner has emerged as a central 
figure in several congressional in-
vestigations into the tax agency’s
handling of applications for tax-
exempt status by tea party and 
other conservative groups.

Twice Lerner refused to answer 
questions at congressional hear-
ings, invoking her constitutional 
right against self-incrimination.

In May, the House voted to hold
her in contempt of Congress.

Ex-IRS official’s email: 
some in GOP ‘crazies’

NATION

GAO probe exposes
flaws behind rollout
of HealthCare.gov
 BY RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Manage-
ment failures by the Obama ad-
ministration set the stage for 
computer woes that paralyzed the 
president’s new health care pro-
gram last fall, nonpartisan inves-
tigators said in a report released 
Wednesday.

While the administration was 
publicly assuring consumers that 
they would soon have seamless on-
line access to health insurance, a 
chaotic procurement process was 
about to deliver a stumbling start.

After a months-long investiga-
tion, the Government Account-
ability Office found that the 
administration lacked “effective 
planning or oversight practices” 
for the development of Health-
Care.gov, the portal for millions of 
uninsured Americans.

As a result the government in-
curred “significant cost increases, 
schedule slips and delayed system 
functionality,” William Woods, a 
GAO contracting expert, said in 
testimony prepared for a hearing 
Thursday by the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee. 

Spokesman Aaron Albright said 
the administration takes its re-
sponsibility for contract oversight 
seriously and has already started 
carrying out improvements that go 
beyond GAO’s recommendations. 
The investigators recommended a 
cost-control plan and other chang-
es to establish clear procedures 
and improve oversight.

But Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, 
one of the lawmakers who re-
quested the investigation, said, 
“Millions of taxpayer dollars were 
wasted to build a website that 
didn’t work, all because of bureau-
cratic incompetence.”

Investigators found that the 
administration kept changing the 
contractors’ marching orders for 
the HealthCare.gov website, cre-
ating widespread confusion and 
adding tens of millions of dollars 
in costs. Changes were ordered 
seemingly willy-nilly, including 40 
times when government officials 
did not have the initial authority to 
incur additional costs.

The report faults the Centers for 

Medicare and Medicaid Service 
for ineffective oversight. Known 
as CMS, the agency is part of the 
Health and Human Services De-
partment and was designated to 
administer Obama’s health care 
law.

The GAO concluded:
� Contractors were not given a 

coherent plan, and instead jumped 
around from issue to issue.
� The cost of a glitchy comput-

erized sign-up system for consum-
ers ballooned from $56 million 
to more than $209 million from 
September 2011 to February 2014. 
The cost of the electronic back-
room for verifying applicants’ 
information jumped from $30 mil-
lion to almost $85 million.
� CMS, representing the ad-

ministration, failed to follow 
up on how well the contractors 
performed.
� A third contract, for fixes to 

the website, grew from $91 mil-
lion in January to $175 million as 
of last month.

 The consumer end of the system 
locked up the day it was launched, 
Oct. 1, and was down most of that 
initial month. The electronic back 
office had fewer problems.

A few months before the launch, 
the CMS agency notified CGI it 
was so dissatisfied that it would 
start withholding payments. Then 
it rescinded that decision.

CMS ultimately paid nearly all 
of CGI’s $12.5 million in fees, with-
holding only $267,000, the report 
said. The agency later ended its 
contract with CGI. Another con-
tractor, Accenture, was brought in 
to make website fixes. 

JON ELSWICK/AP

 The HealthCare.gov website is seen in Washington on March 1.  

‘ Millions of 
taxpayer dollars 
were wasted to build 
a website that didn’t 
work, all because 
of bureaucratic 
incompetence. ’

Sen. Orrin Hatch
R-Utah



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • PAGE 9Friday, August 1, 2014

NATION

 BY KEN DILANIAN 
AND EILEEN SULLIVAN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — The State Depart-
ment has endorsed the broad conclusions of 
a harshly critical Senate report on the CIA’s 
interrogation and detention practices after 
the 9/11 attacks, a report that accuses the 
agency of brutally treating terrorism sus-
pects and misleading Congress, according 
to a White House document.

“This report tells a story of which no 
American is proud,” says the four-page 
White House document, which contains the 
State Department’s preliminary proposed 
talking points in response to the classified 
Senate report, a summary of which is ex-
pected to be released in the coming weeks.

“But it is also part of another story of 
which we can be proud,” adds the docu-
ment, which was circulating this week 
among White House officials and which the 
White House accidentally emailed to an As-

sociated Press reporter. “America’s demo-
cratic system worked just as it was designed 
to work in bringing an end to actions incon-
sistent with our democratic values.”

It’s not clear who wrote the document 
or how influential it will be in tailoring the 
Obama administration’s ultimate response 
to an investigation that has been the subject 
of bitter disputes. It is common practice for 
the White House to solicit talking points 
from key agencies involved in responding 
to a major news event, which the release of 
the Senate report will be.

The Senate report concludes that CIA’s 
techniques on al-Qaida detainees captured 
after the 2001 attacks were far more bru-
tal than previously understood. The tactics 
failed to produce life-saving intelligence, 
the report asserts, and the CIA misled Con-
gress and the Justice Department about the 
interrogation program.

Current and former CIA officials hotly 
dispute those findings, as do some Senate 
Republicans. The fight over the report has 
poisoned the relationship between the CIA 
and Democrats on the Senate Intelligence 

Committee, and left the White House in a
delicate position. President Barack Obama
has branded some CIA techniques torture 
and ordered them stopped, but he also relies
heavily on the spy agency, which still em-
ploys hundreds of people who were involved 
in some way in the interrogation program.

The report does not draw the legal con-
clusion that the CIA’s actions constituted 
torture, though it makes clear that in some
cases they amounted to torture by a com-
mon definition, two people who have read
the report said. They spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were not autho-
rized to discuss the still-classified docu-
ment publicly by name.

The Senate report, the State Department 
proposes to say, “leaves no doubt that the 
methods used to extract information from 
some terrorist suspects caused profound 
pain, suffering and humiliation. It also
leaves no doubt that the harm caused by the
use of these techniques outweighed any po-
tential benefit.”  

 BY SCOTT CLEMENT 
AND PEYTON CRAIGHILL

 The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama gets mediocre 
marks for his handling of in-
ternational conflicts flaring up 
this summer, according to a new 
Washington Post-ABC News poll. 
 Yet another overseas crisis has 
emerged as a headache: the Is-
raeli-Palestinian conflict.

When it comes to how Obama 
has dealt with the increasing ten-
sions in Gaza, the sur-
vey shows, 39 percent 
approve and 52 per-
cent disapprove, with 
one-third disapprov-
ing “strongly.”

The negative marks 
come as Obama and 
Secretary of State 
John Kerry urged 
an immediate cease-
fire in the Gaza Strip, 
where Israeli air-
strikes followed by a 
ground invasion have 
pummeled Hamas 
militants but also 
killed hundreds of ci-
vilians. The push to rein in Israel 
is risky for the Obama adminis-
tration, given the United States’ 
long-standing alliance with Israel 
— support that was confirmed in 
a separate Pew Research Cen-
ter survey released Monday that 
found that more people blame 
Hamas for the current violence.

The reason Obama is weak 
on the Israeli-Palestinian issue? 
Subpar support in his party and 
among younger people — a key 
Democratic Party constituency 
in recent years. Sixty-five per-
cent of Democrats approve of the 
president’s efforts, far lower than 
the 77 percent who approve of 
his foreign policy overall. Like-
wise, although respondents ages 
18 to 39 split evenly on Obama’s 
general handling of foreign pol-
icy (47 percent apiece), this age 
group disapproves of his efforts 

in the Middle East by a 21-point 
margin, 54 to 33. Separate sur-
veys from the Pew Research 
Center and Gallup have found 
that younger Americans are 
significantly more skeptical of 
Israel’s actions than are older 
Americans.

Even as Obama struggles 
with yet another overseas issue, 
though, his overall approval rat-
ing on foreign affairs has recov-
ered somewhat. The Post-ABC 
poll finds that 46 percent approve 
of his handling of international 

affairs. That’s up 
from 41 percent ap-
proval in June and 
better than his over-
all job ratings in other 
public surveys. An 
additional 50 percent 
disapprove — a num-
ber that is unchanged 
in the past month (ac-
counting for the dif-
ference in approval: 
Fewer in the new sur-
vey volunteered “no 
opinion”).

As with many 
things, though, 
Obama’s detractors 

are more passionate than his 
supporters. More than twice as 
many “strongly” disapprove as 
“strongly” approve of his perfor-
mance — 36 percent to 16 per-
cent. The poll was conducted July 
23-27 among a random national 
sample of 1,026 adults reached on 
conventional and cellular phones; 
overall results have a margin of 
sampling error of 3.5 percentage 
points.

Obama also receives narrowly 
positive marks — 46 percent 
approval and 43 percent disap-
proval — for his handling of the 
controversy surrounding Malay-
sia Airlines Flight 17, which was 
shot down over Ukraine. Last 
week, the Obama administra-
tion released satellite images and 
other sensitive intelligence that it 
said demonstrated Russian com-
plicity in downing the airliner. 

Poll: Obama get low marks 
on Gaza conflict dealings

39 
The percentage of 

Americans who approve 
of President Barack 

Obama’s handing of the 
recent conflict in Gaza, 
according to a Washing-
ton Post-ABC News poll. 

52 
The percentage of 
Americans who 

disapprove of Obama’s 
Gaza response.

9/11 report: ‘No American is proud’ of CIA tactics
‘ [It] leaves no doubt that the methods used to extract information 
from some terrorist suspects caused profound pain, suffering and 
humiliation. It also leaves no doubt that the harm caused by the 
use of these techniques outweighed any potential benefit. ’

State Department
response to Senate report on the CIA’s interrogation and detention practices post-9/11
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Blood 
test may 
show risk 
of suicide

 BY CAELAINN HOGAN

 The Washington Post

A simple blood test could deter-
mine a person’s risk of suicide and 
provide a future tool of prevention 
to lower suicide rates.

In a study published online 
Wednesday in the American Jour-
nal of Psychiatry, researchers say 
they have discovered a genetic in-
dicator of a person’s vulnerability 
to the effects of stress and anxiety 
and, therefore, the risk of suicidal 
thoughts or attempts.

The researchers, at Johns Hop-
kins University, looked at how 
a group of chemicals known as 
methyl affect the gene SKA2, 
which modifies how the brain re-
acts to stress hormones.

If the gene’s function is impaired 
by a chemical change, someone 
who is stressed won’t be able to 
shut down the effect of the stress 
hormone , worsening the impact of 
even everyday stresses.

Researchers studied about 
150 postmortem brain samples 
of healthy people and those with 
mental illness, including some 
who had committed suicide. They 
found that those who died by sui-
cide had significantly higher lev-
els of the chemical that altered 
the SKA2 gene. As a result of the 
gene’s modification, it was not able 
to “switch off” the effect of the 
stress hormone.

The researchers then tested sets 
of blood samples from more than 
325 participants in the study to 
see whether they could determine 
those who were at greater risk of 
suicide by the same biomarker.

They were able to guess with 80 
to 90 percent accuracy whether a 
person had thoughts of suicide or 
made an attempt by looking at the 
single gene, while accounting for 
age, gender and levels of stress or 
anxiety.

Zachary Kaminsky, an assis-
tant professor of psychiatry and 
behavioral sciences at the Johns 
Hopkins who led the study, said 
that while the biomarker indicates 
a person’s vulnerability to stress 
and anxiety, it does not make a 
person destined to experience sui-
cidal thoughts and could equally 
show a person’s resilience.

It’s like a person trying to cross 
the street, Kaminsky said. It 
doesn’t make you destined to be 
hit, but it may encourage you to 
be a more aware pedestrian. The 
stress hormone cortisol has a role 
in performing both daily tasks and 
responding to extreme situations.

“It helps you get up in the morn-
ing, it helps you cross the road, 
and it helps you run away from a 
lion,” Kaminsky said.

There are scales of severity and 
varying spectrums of contemplat-
ing, planning and attempting sui-
cide, and Kaminsky said that the 
biomarker may not be a determin-
ing test for all cases. The study 
may have just determined the 
chemical marker of how a person 
is affected by stress and anxiety. 

Divided
House OKs
GOP plan to 
sue Obama

 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Contending 
that President Barack Obama ex-
ceeded his constitutional powers
in the way he has enforced the 
2010 health care law, a sharply 
divided U.S. House of Representa-
tives approved a Republican plan
to file an election-season lawsuit
against him.

Democrats say the lawsuit is a 
campaign-year stunt designed to
draw conservative voters to the
polls in congressional elections in 
November. They also say it may be 
a prelude to an effort to impeach 
Obama, a suggestion which top
Republicans say is groundless.

Republicans say Obama has
gone too far in selectively enforc-
ing parts of the health care over-
haul, the signature legislation of
his presidency, such as by delay-
ing the requirement that many
employers provide health insur-
ance for their workers.

They say they are protecting
the Constitution’s division of pow-
ers. Republicans have not laid out
a timetable for actually filing the 
suit. The House vote Wednesday 
was 225 to 201. No Democrats 
voted for the plan.

Speculation about impeach-
ment of Obama has been popular 
among conservative activists and
some lawmakers, despite House
Speaker John Boehner’s dismissal
of the idea. Democrats have capi-
talized on the speculation, send-
ing fund-raising pleas to their own
supporters warning that Repub-
licans are out to impeach Obama
and ruin his presidency.

Republicans, who are expect-
ed to keep their House majority
after November’s elections and 
hope to gain control of the Sen-
ate, say Obama has enforced laws
as he wants to, dangerously shift-
ing power to the presidency from
Congress.

Obama said the vote to file a
lawsuit is taking away from time
the lawmakers could be spending
on issues important to the Ameri-
can people. He described the mea-
sure as a “political stunt” and said
he took actions on his own because
Congress isn’t doing anything to 
help him.

Republicans say Obama has il-
legally changed the law by using
executive actions that don’t re-
quire Congress approval. The
White House and Democrats say
he’s acted legally and within his
powers as chief executive.

Republicans say there are other
examples of Obama exceeding his
powers. These include failing to
notify Congress in advance when
he traded five Taliban members 
held at the prison at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, for the captive Army
Sergeant Bowe Bergdahl, and uni-
laterally preventing the deporta-
tion of some children who illegally
immigrated to the U.S.

Despite these accusations, Re-
publicans intend to limit their
lawsuit to a narrow claim: that
Obama has failed to faithfully
carry out the health care law that,
according to polls, remains poorly 
received by the public.  

 BY AMY TAXIN

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — U.S. immi-
gration courts are speeding up 
hearings for the tens of thousands 
of Central American children 
caught on the U.S. border after 
criticism that the backlogged 
system is letting immigrants stay 
in the United States for years 
while waiting for their cases to be 
heard.

There are 375,000 cases before 
the immigration courts and many 
immigrants wait months or years 
for a hearing. Instead of bumping 
children to the back of that long 
line, the courts are now giving 
each child an initial court hear-
ing within three weeks, accord-
ing to the Justice Department’s 
Executive Office for Immigration 
Review. A spokeswoman for the 
courts didn’t answer questions 
about how many children’s hear-
ings had been set under the new 
plan, or which courts had sched-
uled additional hearings.

Immigration lawyers have long 
sought a speedier process to pre-
vent immigrants from having to 
wait years for an answer on their 
asylum or residency applications. 
Now, as the immigration crisis 
has exploded into a major politi-
cal issue, the concern is the op-
posite: that the courts are moving 
so quickly that the children might 
not have enough time to make a 
case that they should be allowed 
to remain in the country legally.

The shift came after more than 

57,000 children began arriving 
on the border last year fleeing vi-
olence in El Salvador, Guatemala 
and Honduras. After they are re-
leased from custody, the children 
are put into deportation proceed-
ings and given a hearing before 
an immigration judge.

Advocates worry that children 
might not receive proper notice 
of hearings, and could wind up 
getting a deportation order if 
they fail to show up, immigration 
lawyers said. Advocates also say 
there aren’t enough pro-bono im-
migration lawyers to go around 
and that it takes longer to prepare 
children’s cases because it takes 
time to earn their trust.

“When the hearing date is three 
months out, it’s no big deal — it’s 
plenty of time to get yourself a law-
yer. When it’s three weeks, that’s 
nowhere near enough time,” said 
Simon Sandoval-Moshenberg, an 
attorney with the Legal Aid Jus-
tice Center in Falls Church, Va.

The rollout of the new system 
started in Los Angeles this week 
and is also being implemented in 

other immigration courts.
On Wednesday, Judge A. Ash-

ley Tabaddor scanned through 
the list of 22 children assigned 
to appear in her courtroom on a 
special youth docket. Nearly half 
were there, some wearing pony-
tails and shorts, sitting alongside 
parents and other relatives. She 
told them to come back in Sep-
tember with a lawyer. Others had 
moved elsewhere in the country, 
and their cases were transferred.

Four didn’t show up, but Tabad-
dor didn’t give them deportation 
orders because they were only 
sent a notice of the hearing five 
days earlier.

Immigration Judge Dana Leigh 
Marks, who heads the association 
of immigration judges, said the 
key is to ensure enough time is 
allotted to give the cases proper 
attention.

“It’s just not efficient to go so 
fast that challenges can be made 
to the due process,” she said. “It 
ends up making the cases take 
longer overall and results in lon-
ger appeals, so no one is happy.” 

Immigration courts speed 
up cases involving children

‘ It’s just not efficient to go so fast that 
challenges can be made to the due 
process. It ends up making the cases 
take longer overall and results in longer 
appeals, so no one is happy. ’

Immigration Judge Dana Leigh Marks
head of the association of immigration judges

ERIC GAY/AP

A group of immigrants from Honduras and El Salvador who crossed the U.S.-Mexico border illegally are 
stopped in Granjeno, Texas, on June 25. 
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 The Philadelphia Inquirer

PHILADELPHIA — Stories 
of shakedowns, brutality, kid-
napping and theft have dogged a 
group of the city’s Narcotics Field 
Unit officers for nearly a decade. 
But despite multiple investiga-
tions, cases against them never 
stuck.

That changed Wednesday, as 
federal prosecutors unveiled a 
sprawling racketeering conspir-
acy case against six of the unit’s 
former members. The charges 
paint them as rogue cops run-
ning roughshod over the rights of 
their targets, confident that few 

would believe anyone who dared 
complain.

As the years went on, the 26-
count indictment against them 
suggests, Officers Thomas Li-
ciardello, Brian Reynolds, 
Michael Spicer, Perry Betts, Lin-
wood Norman and John Speiser 
only became more brazen.

Between February 2006 and 
November 2012, the document 
states, they stole more than 
$500,000 in cash, drugs and per-
sonal property — all while using 
extreme force and falsifying po-
lice reports to downplay their 
takes.

Targets who resisted, prosecu-

tors say, were dangled over balco-
nies, threatened with the seizure 
of their homes, held in dank hotel 
rooms for days or brutally beaten 
as the officers kept score on who 
could inflict the most debilitating 
injuries.

Speaking at a news conference 
Wednesday, Police Commissioner 
Charles H. Ramsey described the 
allegations as “one of the worst 
cases of corruption I have ever 
heard.”

“Words just don’t describe the 
degree to which their acts have 
brought discredit,” he said. He 
blamed the city’s contract with its 
officers for his inability to trans-

fer the six years earlier despite 
suspicions that emerged as early 
as 2005.

Their arrests, during predawn 
raids Wednesday, now threaten 
to throw dozens of their past 
cases into doubt and reopen a 
pipeline of civil rights lawsuits 
from suspects they arrested that 
has already cost the city at least 
$777,000.

The District Attorney’s office 
has sought the dismissal of hun-
dreds of cases so far tied to the 
six indicted officers.

“Our clients have been waiting 
for this day for some time now,” 
said Jonathan James, a civil 

rights lawyer who represents
clients in dozens of suits against
the men. “They look forward to 
the day when these officers are
punished by the very law they hid 
behind in their efforts to illegally
charge our clients.”

Lawyers for the six officers de-
nied the allegations against their
clients at an initial appearance
in federal court Wednesday. All
of the officers entered not guilty
pleas to charges including rack-
eteering conspiracy, civil rights 
violations, robbery and extortion 
and were ordered held without
bond pending a hearing sched-
uled for Monday . 

 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Colleges 
and universities could be more 
accountable to rape victims under 
legislation introduced Wednesday 
by a bipartisan group of senators.

Sens. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., 
and Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., 
led the effort, with lawmakers 
from both parties saying they have 
heard too many stories of campus 
assault and bungled cases. More 
than a half-dozen senators stood 
with campus sexual assault vic-
tims on Capitol Hill as they an-
nounced the legislation.

At least two senators — Dean 
Heller, R-Nev., and Mark Warner, 
D-Va. — said that as fathers of 
college-age daughters, they want 
campuses to track the problem 
more effectively.

 “Sometimes a victim is treat-
ed worse than the person who 
committed the crime,” said Sen. 
Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa.

The action on Capitol Hill 
further escalates the dialogue 
in Washington on an issue long 
handled locally. Earlier this year, 
a White House task force on cam-
pus sexual assault recommended 
a series of actions schools should 
take, and the Education Depart-
ment took the unprecedented step 
of releasing the names of schools 
facing federal investigation under 
Title IX for the way they handle 
sexual abuse allegations.

This bill would require cam-
puses to designate advocates 
who would confidentially discuss 
available options with victims 
and to develop an agreement with 
local law enforcement over how 

such cases are handled. It would
also increase penalties for uni-
versities that did not comply.

To encourage victims to come
forward, the bill stipulates that
schools will no longer be allowed
to sanction a student who reveals 
a violation, such as underage
drinking, in “good faith.” It also
would require schools to  use one
uniform process for campus dis-
ciplinary proceedings. 

Terry Hartle, senior vice presi-
dent at the American Council on
Education, said the bill has some 
good ideas, such as defining a con-
fidential victim’s advocate. But he
said it takes a pretty heavy-hand-
ed approach and potentially adds
more intervention to already con-
fusing and overlapping federal 
laws that govern the way  schools
should handle such cases . 

 The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Hundreds 
of cars submerged below murky 
water. A landmark basketball 
court, newly refurbished, show-
ing signs of buckling. Soaked and 
stained carpets. An athletic track 
coated in mud.

The cost of the damage hasn’t 
been pegged from the rupture of 
a pipeline that spewed more than 
20 million gallons of water, but 
officials Wednesday were begin-
ning to assess its soggy aftermath 
at the University of California, 
Los Angeles.

Rich Mylin, associate director 
of events and facilities, led a tour 
of damaged areas for Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power 
workers in hard hats . UCLA of-
ficials said six facilities were 
damaged and about 960 vehicles 
remained trapped in garages, 
with many below water left be-
hind by the roiling flood.

DWP spokesman Joe Ramallo 
said people who suffered damage 
from the flooding can file claims 

with the agency, which will work 
with UCLA on settling losses.

If a claim ends up in court, a 
plaintiff would have to show neg-
ligence on the part of the agency 
to establish liability, said Loyola 
Law School law professor John 
Nockleby. For example, if some-
one could show the aging steel 
pipe should have been replaced 
long ago “that could be an indica-
tor something should have been 
done about it.”

The 30-inch steel main that 
burst Tuesday  was still gushing 
1,000 gallons a minute Wednes-
day before it was shut off com-
pletely in the evening. Repairs 
were expected to take until Fri-
day night or Saturday morning. 

At its peak, water was stream-
ing out of the break at a rate of 
75,000 gallons a minute. The 
amount of water spilled could 
serve more than 100,000 Los An-
geles Department of Water and 
Power customers for a day. 

 Ruling upholds Wis. law 
on collective bargaining 

MADISON, Wis. — The Wis-
consin Supreme Court on Thurs-
day upheld the 2011 law that 
effectively ended collective bar-
gaining for most public workers, 

sparked massive protests and led 
to Republican Gov. Scott Walker’s 
recall election and rise to national 
prominence.

The 5-2 ruling upholds the 
signature policy achievement 
of Walker in its entirety and is 
a major victory for the potential 
2016 GOP presidential candidate, 

who is seeking re-election this
year. The ruling also marks the
end of the three-year legal fight 
over the union rights law, which
prohibits public worker unions 
from collectively bargaining for
anything beyond base wage in-
creases based on inflation. 
The Associated Press

Liability murky in 
UCLA pipe break

Bill requires colleges to do 
more for sex assault victims

6 Philly cops charged with robbery, extortion

BRIAN MELLEY/AP

A worker adjusts a championship banner drying in the corridor 
leading  to the basketball court in Pauley Pavilion at UCLA in Los 
Angeles on Wednesday  after a  pipe burst Tuesday near the campus . 

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP

Anna, center, a survivor of sexual assault, with her mother, Susan, right, joins Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand,
D-N.Y.,   on Capitol Hill  on Wednesday  to discuss the Campus Accountability and Safety Act . 
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Palestinians considering war 
crime charges against Israel

Pentagon releases 
weapons to Israel

BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — In a rare 
move, the Pentagon criticized the 
Israeli military Thursday, while 
proceeding to give its ally more 
ammunition as it presses its fight 
against Palestinian militants.

“The civilian casualties in Gaza 
have been too high,” Defense De-
partment spokesman Col. Steve 
Warren told reporters. “And it’s 
become clear that the Israelis 
need to do more to live up to their 
very high standards ... for protect-
ing civilian life.”

Warren’s comments came a day 
after the White House and State 
Department issued similar calls 
for the Israeli Defense Forces to 
take greater precautions.

More than 1,300 Palestin-
ians are believed to have been 
killed since Israel launched its 
latest military operation against 
the militant group Hamas three 
weeks ago in response to mis-
sile fire from Gaza. More than 70 
percent of those killed have been 
civilians, according to United Na-
tions estimates.

On Wednesday, Israeli artillery 
hit a Gaza school being used as a 
shelter by thousands of Palestin-
ians. At least 16 died in the attack, 
including women and children, 
according to the U.N.

The Israeli government has 
insisted that it is trying to avoid 
civilian casualties, while accus-
ing Hamas of using civilians as 
human shields.

Dozens of Israeli soldiers have 
also been killed in the ongoing 
fighting.

On Wednesday, the Pentagon 
announced that it was resupplying 
munitions to the Israeli Defense 
Forces at Tel Aviv’s request.

The Israeli Defense Ministry 
requested the munitions July 20, 
and the U.S. government approved 
the request July 23.

Warren said 120mm tank 
rounds and 40mm illumination 
rounds are being transferred 
from a special war reserve stock-
pile in Israel.  The munitions have 
been stored there for a few years, 
according to a statement by Pen-
tagon Press Secretary Rear Adm. 
John Kirby.  

“Issuing munitions from the 
WRSA-I stockpile was strictly 
a sourcing decision and White 
House approval was not required,”  
he said.

The value of the overall stock-
pile is about $1 billion, according 
to Warren. He would not disclose 
all the types of munitions that are 
stored there, and he declined to 
discuss other Israeli ammunition 
requests until they are approved.

The United States has been 
Israel’s closet military ally for 
decades and provides billions of 
dollars’ worth of foreign military 
sales to Tel Aviv each year. The 
U.S. helped fund Israel’s Iron 
Dome missile defense system, 
which Israeli Defense Forces have 
been using to shoot down Hamas 
rockets launched from Gaza.

Warren was asked why the Pen-
tagon was providing ammunition 
to the Israeli military while criti-
cizing it for inflicting too many 
civilian casualties and calling for 
a cease-fire.

“This is part of our ongoing and 
our long-standing cooperative de-
fense agreement with the Israelis. 
When they request to purchase 
ammunition or munitions, we sell 
it to them,” he said.

In his statement Wednesday, 
Kirby said, “The United States is 
committed to the security of Is-
rael, and it is vital to U.S. national 
interests to assist Israel to develop 
and maintain a strong and ready 
self-defense capability. This de-
fense sale is consistent with those 
objectives.”
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

 The Associated Press

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — Pal-
estinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas is seeking written pledges 
of support from all political fac-
tions, including rival Hamas, be-
fore making any attempt to press 
for possible war crimes charges 
against Israel, senior officials 
said Thursday.

Abbas hesitated in the past be-
cause such a step would transform 
his relations with Israel from 
tense to openly hostile and could 
put him on a collision course with 
the United States.

But with nearly 1,400 Palestin-
ians killed in Israel-Hamas fight-
ing in Gaza in the past 24 days, 
according to health officials, 
Abbas is under growing domes-
tic pressure to turn to the Inter-
national Criminal Court to try to 
make a case against Israel.

Israeli officials have said Israel 
is acting in self-defense by target-

ing Hamas’ military arsenal and 
rocket-launching sites and have 
accused Hamas of using Gaza ci-
vilians as human shields.

Earlier Thursday, the U.N.’s 
top human rights official accused 
both Israel and Hamas of com-
mitting war crimes in the current 
Gaza fighting.

U.N. High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Navi Pillay said 
Hamas is committing war crimes 
by firing rockets from heavily 
populated areas and storing them 
in schools and hospitals.

She said Israel has defied inter-
national law in Gaza by attacking 
civilian areas with schools, hospi-
tals, homes and U.N. facilities.

“None of this appears to me to 
be accidental,” Pillay said of Isra-
el at a news conference in Geneva 
to mark the end of her six-year 
term. “They appear to be defying 
— deliberate defiance of — obli-
gations that international law im-
poses on Israel.” 

 BY PETER ENAV
AND IBRAHIM BARZAK

The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu said 
Thursday that Israel will destroy 
the Hamas tunnel network in the 
Gaza Strip “with or without a 
cease-fire,” as the military called 
up another 16,000 reservists to 
pursue its campaign in the dense-
ly populated territory.

Netanyahu’s vow came as in-
ternational efforts to end the 
23-day-old conflict seemed to 
sputter despite concern over the 
mounting death toll, with more 
than 1,300 Palestinians, mostly 
civilians, and more than 50 Is-
raelis, almost all of them soldiers, 
killed since July 8.

“We have neutralized dozens 
of terror tunnels and we are com-
mitted to complete this mission, 
with or without a cease-fire,” Ne-
tanyahu said. “Therefore I will 
not agree to any offer that does 
not allow the military to complete 
this important mission for the se-
curity of the people of Israel.”

An initial Israeli aerial cam-
paign against Hamas was wid-
ened into a ground offensive on 
July 17. Since then the campaign 
has concentrated on destroy-
ing more than 30 cross-border 
tunnels that militants have con-
structed to carry out attacks on 
Israeli territory.

Israel says that most of the 32 
tunnels it has uncovered have 
now been demolished and that 
getting rid of the remainder will 
take no more than a few days.

The new reserve call-up fol-
lows another day of heavy fight-
ing, in which tank shells struck 
a U.N. school where Palestinians 
were sheltering and an airstrike 

tore through a crowded Gaza 
shopping area. At least 116 Pales-
tinians and three Israeli soldiers 
were killed Wednesday.

Speaking on condition of ano-
nymity because he was not per-
mitted to discuss the matter with 
the press, an Israeli defense of-
ficial said the purpose of the lat-
est call-up was to provide relief 
for troops currently on the Gaza 
firing line. However, Israeli of-
ficials have also said they do not 
rule out broadening operations in 
the coming days.

Fifty-six Israeli soldiers and 
three civilians on the Israeli side 
have been killed since the of-
fensive began, as Palestinians 
have fired hundreds of rockets 
at Israel — some reaching major 
cities — and carried out attacks 
through tunnels beneath the 
heavily guarded frontier.

Israel has called up a total of 
86,000 reserves during the Gaza 
war, which it launched to try to 
end rocket fire from Hamas and 

other armed groups.
   Thursday marked a third day

of particularly heavy Israeli air 
and artillery attacks, at a time 
when Egyptian cease-fire efforts
appeared to have stalled. Israeli 
media said late Wednesday that 
Israel’s Security Cabinet de-
cided to press forward with the
operation.

Egyptian officials, meanwhile, 
met with an Israeli envoy about
Israel’s conditions for a cease-
fire, including disarming Hamas,
according to a high-ranking
Egyptian security official, who
spoke on condition of anonymity
because he was not allowed to
discuss the delicate diplomatic
efforts.

Hamas has said it will halt fire
only after it receives guarantees
that a Gaza border blockade by Is-
rael and Egypt — tightened after
the Islamic militant group seized
power in Gaza in 2007 — will be 
lifted.  

Israel vows to destroy 
Hamas tunnel network

ADEL HANA/AP

A man passes a van after two people were killed in it during an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City on Thursday.

MAJED HAMDAN/AP

Smoke rises after an Israeli strike in Gaza City on Thursday.
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Mudslide swallows 
small Indian village, 
killing at least 30

 BY MANISH MEHTA

The Associated Press

MALIN, India — Rescuers 
using earth-moving equipment 
and their bare hands dug through 
heavy mud and debris Thursday 
after a landslide engulfed an en-
tire village in western India, kill-
ing at least 30 people and leaving 
about 100 missing and feared 
dead.

More than 24 hours after the 
Wednesday morning landslide, 
authorities said the chances of 
survival were slim for anyone 
still trapped under the mud in 
Malin, a village of some 700 peo-
ple in Pune district of Maharash-
tra state.

Suresh Jadhav, a district offi-
cial, said around 40 homes were 
wiped out.

Two days of torrential rains 
triggered the landslide, which 
continued to pound the area as 
rescuers brought bodies covered 
in soaked white sheets to waiting 
ambulances while relatives stood 
by, weeping. Bad communica-
tions, dangerous roads and debris 
delayed national rescue person-
nel from the stricken area for 
several hours Wednesday.

The disaster came to light only 
when a bus driver passed by and 
saw that the village had disap-
peared under masses of mud and 
earth.

“The driver returned to a near-
by city and alerted authorities,” 
Jadhav said. “Everything on the 
mountain came down.”

Thirty bodies had been recov-
ered and eight people pulled out 
alive, said rescue official Sachin 
Tamboli.

Suresh Dhonde, who was work-
ing in another town when the 
landslide ripped through his vil-
lage, said only two people man-
aged to get out of his home alive.

“The other six are buried under 
the mud,” he said.

Crowds of people from nearby
areas were helping rescuers,
using their bare hands to move 
fallen trees and rocks. About 250
disaster response workers and
at least 100 ambulances were
involved in the rescue effort, of-
ficials said.

Overnight, emergency work-
ers used flood lights mounted on
jeeps to illuminate the disaster
area, where the tangled roofs of
homes poked up through thick 
mud.

Rescuers expected the death 
toll to rise in the village at the
foothills of the Sahyadri Moun-
tains. Sandeep Rai Rathore, a top
official of the National Disaster 
Response Force, estimated that 
around 100 people were missing 
and feared dead.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
mourned the loss of lives and said
all possible efforts must be made
to help the victims, according to a
statement from his office. He sent
Home Minister Rajnath Singh to 
the disaster area.

Landslides are common in the
area during the monsoon season, 
which runs from June through
September. The area around
the village has been deforested 
extensively, increasing its vul-
nerability to landslides. Similar 
deforestation and environmental
damage have caused floods and 
landslides in other parts of India.

Pune district is about 95 miles
southeast of Mumbai, India’s
commercial capital.

On Thursday, heavy rains hit
a remote mountainous village in
northern India and six members 
of a family were feared dead, said
police officer Pravin Tamta. Po-
lice have recovered two bodies 
and were searching for four oth-
ers in Tehri district in the hilly
Uttarakhand state, Tamta said. 
The village is 200 miles north of
New Delhi.

Investigators reach site 
of Ukraine plane crash

 BY MSTYSLAV CHERNOV

The Associated Press

ROZSYPNE, Ukraine — As 
fighting continued to rage in east-
ern Ukraine, an international 
team of investigators on Thurs-
day managed to reach the crash 
site of the Malaysia Airline Flight 
17 for the first time since it was 
brought down by a missile two 
weeks ago.

Clashes along routes to the 
wreckage site between govern-
ment troops and pro-Russia 
separatist rebels had kept the del-
egation from reaching the area 
to retrieve bodies that have been 
lying in open fields.

The investigators were allowed 
through a checkpoint leading to 
the crash site at the village of Ro-
zsypne early Thursday afternoon 
by a rifle-toting militiaman who 
then fired a warning shot to pre-
vent reporters from accompany-
ing the convoy.

The militiaman, who gave his 
name only as Sergei, told As-
sociated Press journalists that 
fighting was still ongoing in 
Rozsypne.

The team of police and forensic 
experts, which comprises mem-
bers from the Netherlands and 
Australia, are expected to initial-
ly focus their efforts on retrieving 
bodies still on the site and collect-
ing victims’ belongings.

Security for investigators has 
been a major concern as the 
Ukrainian army continues in its 
offensive to take back swathes of 
territory from the rebels.

National security spokesman 
Andriy Lysenko said a “day of 
quiet” was declared Thursday in 
response to a call for a cease-fire 
from UN Secretary General Ban 
Ki-moon.

“Ukraine has created all the 
conditions for the foreign experts 
to work,” but the separatists con-

tinue to block access, he said.
Ukrainian authorities insist 

they are concentrating on secur-
ing highways surrounding the 
wreckage site. The aim, they 
have said, is to gradually squeeze 
out rebels forces.

But AP reporters near the 
crash site confirmed Thursday 
that clashes are taking place in 
the immediate vicinity of where 
the Boeing 777 came down.

Reporters who attempted to 
reach the crash site by another 
route were warned by local resi-
dents that some nearby roads 
have been mined. And AP jour-
nalists saw a mortar round land 
near Hrabove, another village 
around which fragments of the 
plane remain uncollected.

A monitoring mission from the 
Organization for Security and 
Cooperation spent Wednesday 
and early Thursday exploring 
safe routes from their base in the 
rebel-held city of Donetsk.

Thursday’s drive took the con-
voy of investigators and OSCE of-

ficials from Donetsk through the 
town of Debaltseve, which was 
earlier this week retaken by the 
government, and later back into 
rebel territory.

Armored personnel carri-
ers waving the blue-and-yellow 
Ukrainian national flag could be 
seen in and around Debaltseve.

At one entrance to Debaltseve, 
local residents walked along a 
pontoon erected over the remains 
of a blown-up bridge.

It remains unclear precisely 
how many bodies remain at the 
Malaysia Airlines crash site and 
what condition they are in after 
being exposed for so long to the 
elements.

Australian Foreign Minister 
Julie Bishop, speaking to the 
Australian Broadcasting Corp. 
from Ukraine, said she has been 
informed up to 80 bodies are still 
on the site.

A delegation from Russia’s 
state aviation body said Thursday 
it also hoped to visit the site, an 
agency spokesman said. 

More senators seek 
military aid to Ukraine

 WASHINGTON — Demo-
cratic senators joined their 
Republican colleagues 
Wednesday in calling for some 
U.S. military aid to Ukraine 
after receiving a closed-door 
briefing from senior Obama 
administration officials.

Sens. Carl Levin, the Armed 
Services Committee chair-
man, and Bill Nelson added 
themselves to the small but 
growing chorus of lawmakers 
favoring weapons deliveries 
to Ukraine’s military to fight 
Russia-backed rebels in the 

east of the country. Thus far 
the Obama administration has 
said it doesn’t believe U.S. mil-
itary assistance is necessary.

Levin said he supported 
transferring certain types of 
defensive equipment.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, a Re-
publican, said he noted wide-
spread bipartisan “unease” 
with the current U.S. policy at 
the briefing.

The belief of the adminis-
tration, he said, is that Russia 
is prepared to join the war to 
protect Ukraine’s separatists. 
In contrast, he says, the U.S. 
doesn’t have a strategy.
From The Associated Press 

DMITRY LOVETSKY/AP

Soldiers from the Ukrainian army rest near their tank at a checkpoint in the village of Debaltseve, 
Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, on Thursday.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA/AP

An elderly woman cries as she searches for surviving family 
members in the debris of her home, destroyed by landslide in Malin 
village, in the western Indian state of Maharashtra, on Wednesday . 
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WORLD

 BY ELAHE IZADI

 The Washington Post

The spread of the deadly Ebola 
virus has prompted the Peace 
Corps to evacuate volunteers 
from three West African coun-
tries, the organization announced 
Wednesday.

Two Peace Corps volunteers 
have been placed in isolation after 
being exposed to someone who 
later died of the highly contagious 
virus, according to an agency 
spokeswoman. While not show-
ing symptoms, the volunteers are 
awaiting medical clearance to 
return to the United States. CBS 
News reports the volunteers are 
in Liberia.

The Ebola virus is spread 
through direct contact with bodi-
ly fluids, and people are consid-
ered contagious when they start 

showing symptoms. It can take 
as long as 21 days before a per-
son infected with the virus starts 
showing symptoms, according to 
the World Health Organization.

While the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention has said 
that the odds that Ebola will 
reach the United States are slim, 
it has advised American health 
care workers to be cautious.

“The likelihood of this out-
break spreading outside of West 
Africa is low,” Stephan Monroe, 
deputy director of CDC’s Nation-

al Center for Emerging and Zoo-
notic Infectious Diseases, said on 
a recent conference call with re-
porters. But, he added, “the CDC 
has to be prepared for the remote 
possibility.”

The Peace Corps will tempo-
rarily remove its 102 volunteers 
in Guinea, 108 in Liberia and 130 
in Sierra Leone. The group had 
released a statement saying that 
it was monitoring the outbreak 
in consultation with the CDC and 
the State Department.

The CDC has issued a Level 2 

travel health alert in response
to the outbreak. The agency has
advised U.S.-based health care 
workers to be aware of the symp-
toms of Ebola and the travel his-
tories of their patients.

Health care workers are among
the most vulnerable to the virus. 
Sierra Leone’s top Ebola doctor
fell victim to the virus and died.
Two American health care work-
ers, volunteers with the Christian
aid group Samaritan’s Purse,
have contracted the virus. The 
group has evacuated some work-
ers from Liberia, but medical
staff members have been left be-
hind to treat patients.

Meanwhile, Liberia’s president 
ordered the nation’s schools to
shut down and most civil servants 
to stay home as fears deepened 
over the virus, the Associated
Press reported. 

 BY LOVEDAY MORRIS

The Washington Post

BAGHDAD — As al-Qaida-
inspired militants have reduced 
Mosul’s ancient religious shrines 
to rubble in recent weeks, their 
support has also crumbled, with 
popular outrage producing the 
first signs of resistance in the 
Iraqi city.

A newly formed militant group 
calling itself the Mosul Battalions 
claims to have killed nine mem-
bers of the extremist Islamic State 
in recent days in knife and sniper 
attacks as retaliation for the de-
struction of the religious sites.

Meanwhile, residents say they 
have protested attempts to de-
stroy the city’s most iconic land-
mark — an 800-year-old minaret 
known locally as al-Hadba, or “the 
Hunchback,” because of its dis-
tinctive lean.

Many Mosul residents had ini-
tially welcomed the Sunni mili-
tants when they took over in early 
June, praising them for expel-
ling the largely Shiite Iraqi army, 
which had been accused of mis-
treating the city’s majority Sunni 
population. But local dissatisfac-
tion with the new overlords has 
been increasing.

The city has suffered from severe 
electricity, fuel and water short-
ages, and the smashing of shrines 
and statues. But the expulsion of 
tens of thousands of Christians 
from the city and the destruction 
a week ago of a highly prominent 
religious site — the tomb of the 
prophet Jonah, who, according 
to Islamic, Jewish and Christian 
scriptures, survived being swal-
lowed by a whale — brought a new 
level of resentment.

�
“It was truly shocking for the 

people of Mosul,” said a 37-year-
old resident who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity for fear 

of reprisals. “The people feel de-
ceived by Islamic State. When 
they first came, they told us, ‘We 
will set you free,’ but they have 
turned against everyone.”

He said as residents gathered at 
the tomb of Jonah to see what had 
happened, some started shouting 
at the militants in anger.

Nonetheless, the following day, 
the mosques and shrines of the 
prophets Seth and George were 
also destroyed. Axel Plathe, the 
Iraq representative for the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization, de-
scribed the actions as “deliberate 
and systematic destruction” on a 
scale never seen before in Iraq’s 
modern history.

In total, at least seven sacred 
shrines have been razed, said an 
official with the city’s Sunni en-
dowment authority, which man-
ages religious affairs.

“At first, we expected them 
to only blow up places for Shiite 
people,” said the official, who de-
clined to be identified for security 
reasons. “Now they are blowing 
up everything.”

At least three Shiite mosques 
have been destroyed in Mosul, and 
more in nearby areas, he said.

Islamic State militants argue 
that it is idolatrous for Muslims to 
revere shrines and tombs.

Mosul has some of the most di-
verse cultural history in Iraq, said 
Plathe.

“There are mosques built on 
churches, built on synagogues,” he 
said. “It’s a city that has all these 
layers, where cultural diversity 
and religious diversity has been 
existing for so many hundreds of 
years.”

�
The destruction of the religious 

sites has spurred an increasing 
backlash.

“Because of what has happened 
with the shrines, the population 

has completely turned against Is-
lamic State,” said Atheel al-Nujaifi, 
the former governor of Nineveh 
province who fled the city when 
the militants took control.

The imam of a Sufi mosque in 
the city was arrested by Islamic 
State when he and other worship-
ers protested the destruction of a 
shrine there, Nujaifi said. He was 
released on Tuesday after being 
held for two days, he said, and the 
mosque and shrine are still intact. 
Sufis are followers of a mystical 
branch of Islam.

The militants took their extreme 
doctrine a step further when they 
rigged the ancient Hadba minaret 
with explosives Saturday, resi-
dents said. Just last month, UNES-
CO had begun urgent restoration 
work to stabilize the minaret on 
the city’s oldest mosque.

“When people heard, they quick-
ly gathered around and prevented 
it from being destroyed,” the 

37-year-old Mosul resident said. 
“They were very, very angry.”

That anger has fueled armed 
resistance to Islamic State, said 
Nujaifi, who said that at least five 
Islamic State members have been 
killed in recent days by the Mosul 
Battalions. Two were stabbed, 
while others were killed by sniper 
fire, he said.

“The people in the city of Mosul 
are busy forming armed groups 
and small brigades to work against 
Islamic State,” he said.

He said he was not directly in-
volved with the Mosul Battalions, 
but is in contact with its leaders, 
who include former army officers 
from Saddam Hussein’s regime.

Local insurgent groups, includ-
ing the Naqshbandi army and 
other Sunni militants who had for-
merly fought U.S. soldiers, have 
yet to lend support to the battal-
ions, he said. The killings could 
not be independently verified and 

have not been acknowledged by
Islamic State.

In a statement on its Facebook
page, the Mosul Battalions group 
says it began forming soon after
Islamic State seized the city, but
that the destruction of Mosul’s sa-
cred shrines had sped up its mili-
tary activities. It lists nine killings
of Islamic State members in the
past week.

It stressed that it was not look-
ing for the Iraqi army to return, 
saying the government forces are
as bad as the militants.

“People are rising up, but the 
resistance is based on sniping at 
them from a long distance,” the 
Sunni endowment authority offi-
cial said. “That’s all we can do.”

That the Iraqi army did not 
allow Mosul residents to keep
arms makes it even more difficult 
to turn on the extremists, he said.
“But we are now against them,
100 percent.”

Ebola fears prompt Peace Corps to pull out of 3 African nations

YOUSSOUF BAH/AP

 Medical personnel work at the 
Doctors Without Borders facility 
on Sunday in Kailahun, Sierra 
Leone, where Dr. Sheik Humarr 
Khan risked his own life to treat 
dozens of Ebola patients. He 
died Tuesday  from the disease, 
officials said .

Destruction of Mosul shrines sparks first 
signs of resistance against Islamic State

AP

People inspect the destroyed old Mosque of The Prophet Jirjis in central Mosul, Iraq, on Sunday. The 
revered Muslim shrine was destroyed by militants who overran the city in June and imposed their harsh 
interpretation of Islamic law. 

‘Now they are blowing everything up’

‘ The likelihood of this outbreak spreading 
outside of West Africa is low. ’

Stephan Monroe
CDC’s National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases
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 BY DANIELLE PORTTEUS

Monroe (Mich.) News

MONROE, Mich. — When 
her beloved dog was diagnosed 
with bone cancer, Kathy Jay was 
stunned.

The veterinarian asked wheth-
er she wanted to euthanize the 
animal that same day.

“I was numb,” the Raisinville 
Township resident told the Mon-
roe News . “I thought, ‘I just can’t 
deal with this.’ ” With her head 
spinning, Jay said she wasn’t 
ready and neither was Doc, her 
175-pound Great Dane.

Doc lived for several months 
after his diagnosis with the help 
of pet hospice and services pro-
vided by Four Paws Vet Wellness 
and Dr. Monica Turenne.

“He was a big dog and took 
up lots of room, but in my heart, 
when he was gone, there was a 
big void,” Jay said. “Hospice was 
a way to give him good quality of 
life, not necessar ily quantity.”

Jay first noticed something was 
wrong with her dog’s front paw in 
February. She thought it might be 
a sprain from the animal jumping 
in and out of the car.

Instead, 7-year-old Doc had a 

small tumor. Amputation was not 
an option for such a large breed.

“We knew there was no way 
he’d learn to maneuver on three 
legs,” she said.

A few days after the diagno-
sis, Jay called the vet and asked 
whether there was an option be-
sides euthanasia. The staff ini-
tially didn’t seem to have one. 
Then one of the workers told her 
about Turenne, who operates a 
mobile pet practice based in Ann 
Arbor that travels as far south as 
Monroe.

“My dog was my whole world, 
and I just wasn’t ready to give 
up,” Jay said. “He rescued me 
when I had my two small strokes, 
and I needed to do what I could 

for him.”
Jay’s partner, Michael Shufelt 

of Monroe, also was attached to 
Doc. He would watch baseball 
games with the dog and take him 
to watch trains.

To Jay, though, Doc was like 
her child.

“If a child is sick, a parent 
will do what they can,” she said. 
“For pet owners, we don’t always 
have other places to turn to for 
support.”

As part of hospice treatment, 
Doc received massages and Reiki 
treatments. Jay learned the types 
of medication to give, the foods to 
feed and how to keep Doc com-
fortable during his final months 
of life. His tumor became as large 

as a melon before he died.
“Some days, he would be sick 

and then other days, not sick at 
all,” Jay explained. “Up until his 
last day, he still had the sparkle in 
his eyes.”

When the dog wouldn’t eat, Jay 
called the vet, who offered advice 
on ways to keep fluids in the ani-
mal’s body.

“The entire time, Dr. Monica 
was always available to talk,” she 
said. “She told me Doc would pass 
when he was ready, and that’s 
what he did.”

Doc died in May at home just 
hours before Turenne was sched-
uled to euthanize him.

Turenne said she works with 
dogs and cats, but pet hospice is 
not for everyone. She begins with 
a consultation and explains what 
hospice is for animals.

“Hospice requires people to be 
dedicated and present for their 
pet in a lot of ways,” the vet ex-
plained. “The care is both physi-
cal and emotional. It’s not just 
about pills.” 

People who work outside the 
home or leave their pets for long 
periods of time likely would not 
fit the hospice clientele, Turenne 

said.
“If they have a terminally ill 

pet, in some situations, hospice
isn’t feasible,” she said. “We talk
about the optimal choice for the
animal.”

Although Jay loved Doc deep-
ly, she didn’t want to keep him
around just for her sake.

“I wanted to keep him around
forever, but I knew that wasn’t 
fair to him,” she said.

The length a pet is under hos-
pice care varies. Pets can live for
just a few days or up to a year, de-
pending on the circumstances.

Jay — who now has a new com-
panion, 13-month-old Buddy, also
a Great Dane — said she wants to
bring awareness to the Monroe
area about pet hospice. Next May, 
close to the anniversary of Doc’s 
death, she plans to host a walk at 
Munson Park.

In the future, if she has a dog
close to the end of its life, Jay said
she would use pet hospice service 
again.

“I’d use it in a heartbeat,” she
said. “It was such a beacon of
hope. We were truly lost in the
storm, but we were able to see 
what was best for him.” 

KIM BRENT, MONROE (MICH.) NEWS/AP

 Kathy Jay and Michael Shufelt and their new Great Dane, Buddy,  visit the gravesite for Doc, their 7-year-old Great Dane who passed away in early May, in Raisinville Township, 
Mich., last month. The couple utilized pet hospice services for Doc, who had a large cancerous tumor on his leg. 

NATION

Pet hospice comforts animals and owners by blunting panic and prepping for proper goodbyes
‘ Hospice requires people to be dedicated 
and present for their pet in a lot of ways.
The care is both physical and emotional. 
It’s not just about pills. ’

Dr. Monica Turenne
a veterinarian who operates Four Paws Vet Wellness,

a mobile pet practice based in Ann Arbor, Mich.

‘I just 
can’t 
deal 
with 
this’
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Saving the symbol 
of their savior
China’s Christians seek to protect 
crosses from government demolition

 BY DIDI TANG

The Associated Press

WUXI VILLAGE, China — The 
battle started when a government-
hired crew tore down the metal 
cross atop the one-room church 
in this village surrounded by rice 
paddies last month.

The next day, a church member 
used his own welding torch to put 
it back. He was promptly detained 
and questioned for 10 hours on 
the charge of operating a welding 
business without a license.

A week later, the crew came 
back to remove the cross. Once 
again, church members put it 
back up, now tattered and a little 
shorter.

The church in the eastern vil-
lage of Wuxi, about 300 miles 
south of Shanghai, has had its 
water and electricity cut off. Offi-
cials have attempted to install sur-
veillance cameras and inquired 
about several church members’ 
work and their children’s school-
ing — a veiled threat that jobs and 
education might be at risk. But the 
congregation is not giving up.

“I won’t let them take down 
the cross even if it means they 
would shoot me dead,” said Fan 
Liang’an, 73, whose grandfather 
helped build the church in 1924.

Across Zhejiang province, which 
hugs China’s rocky southeastern 
coast, authorities have toppled 
— or threatened to topple — cross-
es at more than 130 churches. In 
a few cases, the government has 
even razed sanctuaries.

Authorities say the churches 
in question had violated building 
codes, even though they generally 
won’t specify which ones. They 
also deny that they are specifical-
ly targeting churches, and point 
to the demolition of other tens of 
thousands of other buildings, reli-
gious and non-religious, that have 
apparently broken regulations.

But experts and church lead-
ers in Zhejiang, the only province 
where the incidents are happen-
ing, believe there is a campaign 
to repress Christianity, which has 
grown so rapidly as to alarm the 
atheist Communist government.

It comes at a time when Beijing 
has been tightening ideological 
controls, placing more restric-
tions on journalists, rights lawyers 
— many of whom are Christians 
— and political activists since 
President Xi Jinping took office in 
early 2013.

The incidents speak to the power 
of symbols, and the emotions they 
evoke.

“The cross is the glory of us 
Christians,” said Cai Tingxu, who 
left his cosmetics shop in Shanghai 
to protect his hometown church in 
rural Zhejiang after hearing au-
thorities warned they would tear 
down the cross. “Jesus was nailed 
to the cross for us. My heart ached 
to learn that the government wants 
to remove the cross.”

Estimates on the numbers of 
Christians in China vary widely 
because the government does 
not count religious affiliation. Of-
ficial 2010 figures put them at 
23 million. These are registered 
members of the state-sanctioned 
churches, which are closely moni-
tored by the government.

But China also has vast num-
bers of underground believers 
who meet in secret. The Pew Re-
search Center estimated there 
were 58 million Protestants in 
China in 2011, along with 9 million 
Catholics in the year before. Other 
experts say there could be more 
than 100 million.

These estimates are up from the 
widely accepted figure of 1 mil-
lion Christians in 1950, and may 
even rival the size of the 85 mil-
lion-member Communist Party.

The church’s dramatic growth 
— and Christians’ loyalty to God 
above all else — has alarmed au-
thorities, said Yang Fenggang, a 
Purdue University sociologist and 
leading expert on religious mat-
ters in China.

 A possible reason Zhejiang 
province has come under scrutiny 
is that it is home to Wenzhou, a 
city of 8 million that has so many 
churches dotting its streets and 
hillsides that it is called “China’s 
Jerusalem.”

More than a tenth of Wenzhou’s 
residents are Protestant Chris-
tians — some fourth-generation 
believers — the highest propor-
tion of any major Chinese city, 
according to Cao Nanlai, an an-
thropologist who has studied and 
written a book about Christianity 
in Wenzhou. 

The high percentage is largely 
due to early missionary efforts and 
the city’s relative isolation, nestled 
between the sea and mountains. 
Half the province’s 4,000 church-
es are located here.

The city is known for its entre-
preneurial vigor, and has tens of 
thousands of family-run work-
shops making shoes, toys, fur-
niture and other products. The 
believers here appear to have ap-
plied that same eagerness to start-
ing new churches, Cao said.

For years, the city’s Christians 
had close relationships with local 
authorities, and many believers, 
ironically, are also members of 
the ostensibly atheist Communist 
Party or hold civil servant jobs, he 
said.

City officials even encouraged 
churches to build big as a way to 
draw attention and investment 
from Chinese Christians abroad .

But late last year, authorities 
began asking churches not to 
light up their crosses at night. The 
reason given was to help reduce 
carbon emissions, pastors and 
church members  say. The orders 
appeared to be coming from the 
provincial government, but were 
carried out by city officials.

Then in April, the local govern-
ment in Yongjia county suddenly 
demanded that an unapproved 
portion of a large church be torn 
down — even though officials had 
tacitly allowed the church to build 
five times the approved square 
footage. Decades of unbridled de-
velopment and onerous red tape 
has made it the norm to build be-
fore obtaining pages of approval 
stamps from myriad government 
agencies.

Despite protests from the con-
gregation and supporters, demo-
lition crews tore down the entire 
structure, and the hillside where 
it was located is now covered in 
tree saplings.

Since then, rooftop crosses at 
many churches along major roads 
in and around Wenzhou have been 
removed, and vaguely-worded no-
tices against unspecified illegal 

structures have been delivered to 
churches in outlying areas.  

Pastors and church elders say 
government workers have told 
them in private that the goal is to 
remove the crosses. Officials have 
promised they will stay away from 
churches if the symbols are re-
moved but have threatened those 
who resist with demolition.

“This is clearly discrimina-
tion against our religion and to 
crack down on our belief,” said 
Wang Yunxian, a church elder in 
Wenzhou.

 Yang, the Purdue professor, said 
it was difficult to imagine what 
sort of building codes the crosses 
would violate.

“The only reason I can think 
of is that the Zhejiang authorities 
intend to humiliate Christians by 
taking down the symbol sacred 
to them,” he said. The campaign 

could be tacitly approved by Bei-
jing, which has not interfered 
publicly, or it might merely be a 
political gamble by the provincial
leadership to win praises, he said.

A senior Zhejiang government
official insisted that authorities
weren’t targeting churches, “but
only structures in violation of
codes.

“Those with ulterior motives 
are singling out churches, but we 
also have torn down temples and
nunneries, and we have strictly
followed the law in removing il-
legal structures,” said the official,
who insisted on anonymity .

In Yongjia county, the govern-
ment says it has demolished thou-
sands of illegal structures totaling 
3 million square meters, including 
businesses, residences and reli-
gious sites.

Some churches have taken steps 
to protect their crosses.

Cai, the man who left his cos-
metics shop in Shanghai, now
takes turns with other members 
to guard Yayu Christian Church 
in Yaxia village around the clock.
They are camped out on a balcony 
overlooking an expanse of ripen-
ing rice paddies to spot any demo-
lition crew coming down the road.

 In nearby Zengshan village,
after church members received
a government warning in early
July to remove its cross, mem-
bers piled up rocks in front of the
main gate and dumped a couple
of sheds behind it. It also raised
banners urging the authorities to 
respect Chinese law on religious
freedom and proper procedures
for demolition.

“The cross is our life, and there 
is no room for compromise,” said
Pastor Xie Zuokua. “With no other 
means, we are resorting to our 
own abilities to defend the cross.” 

 A member of Zengshan Village Christian Church stands near rocks 
piled  in front of the gate to prevent government workers from 
moving in equipment to demolish the cross . The red banner  says
the church and the cross are protected by the Chinese law. 

PHOTOS BY DIDI TANG/AP

 Pastor Tao Chongyin, left, speaks with church member Fan Liang’an at the Wuxi Christian Church, which 
has  the words “Church of Jesus” in red  .  The  red banner reads “Protect the cross, at all cost.”   
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FACES

 The Associated Press

Production on a new season of 
“The Big Bang Theory” is being 
delayed because of a contract dis-
pute with its top actors.

The Warner Brothers Television 
studio, which makes television’s
most popular comedy, said that 
Wednesday’s scheduled first day
of work after the summer hiatus
was postponed. There’s no word 
on when “The Big Bang Theory”
team will be back at work.

The CBS series is heading into 
its eighth season, and the studio is 
trying to hammer out new deals
with actors Jim Parsons, Johnny
Galecki, Kaley Cuoco, Simon 
Helberg and Kunal Nayyar.

Contract disputes aren’t un-
usual at popular, long-running TV 
series, and CBS Entertainment
Chairman Nina Tassler seemed to
take it in stride when asked about
the negotiations two weeks ago.

“I just love being able to an-
swer these questions year after
year, primarily because we have
successful shows,” she said. “And 
when you have successful shows,
you have renegotiations. We’re 
feeling very confident that every-
thing will work out. These deals
manage to get done somehow mi-
raculously year after year.”

CBS had no additional comment 
on the negotiations Wednesday.

It’s considered far too early for
such a dispute to affect the timing 
of a show’s season premiere. “The 
Big Bang Theory” opens its new 
season in the U.S. on Sept. 22 . 

Allison Williams headed 
skyward as Peter Pan

 NBC has picked its Peter Pan: 
high-flying “Girls” star Allison
Williams.

The network announced 
Wednesday that 
Williams will play 
the boy who re-
fused to grow up 
in NBC’s new stag-
ing of “Peter Pan 
Live!” The live 
telecast of this mu-
sical classic will 
air Dec. 4.

The 26-year-old 
actress-comedian plays Mar-
nie Michaels on HBO’s comedy
“Girls,” for which she has re-
corded several songs. She is the
daughter of NBC News anchor 
Brian Williams . NBC recently
announced that Oscar winner 
Christopher Walken will play the 
villainous pirate Captain Hook. 

‘This is déjà vu’‘This is déjà vu’
Actor Chadwick Boseman takes on another

historical figure in James Brown biopic ‘Get on Up’

 Chadwick Boseman 

DAN HALLMAN, INVISION/AP

Dispute stalls
production
of CBS sitcom

CBS/AP

The cast of “The Big Bang 
Theory” — which includes 
Johnny Galecki, left, and Jim 
Parsons — is trying to finalize 
new contracts with CBS.

 Williams 

UNIVERSAL PICTURES/AP

 Chadwick Boseman stars as James Brown 
in the movie  “Get on Up.”  

fearsome challenge, it also could potentially 
typecast Boseman in a biopic bubble.

“I felt like if I keep doing this biopic thing, 
then all I’m going to get is biopics,” says 
Boseman. “I was already getting all biopic 
scripts.”

But director Tate Taylor (“The Help”) 
pressed. He brought Boseman in to read a 
scene in the movie of Brown at 63 and was 
immediately won over by the fresh-faced 
Boseman’s ability to transform into the leg-
end late in life. “I thought: This is the guy. 
Please let him be able to learn how to dance,” 
said Taylor. But it took weeks of coaxing: 
“Chad’s point of view was, ‘Nobody should do 
this. It’s just not even possible.’ ”

“Get on Up,” produced by Brian Grazer, 
had gone through other iterations. At one 
time, Spike Lee was to direct. Later, Mick 

 BY JAKE COYLE

The Associated Press

 A year after playing Jackie Robinson 
in “42,” Chadwick Boseman was 
back in biopic spring training.

To become James Brown for the 
film “Get on Up,” Boseman needed to rely on 
an entirely different skill set. But the prepa-
ration necessary to transform into a tireless 
performer like Brown — “the hardest-work-
ing man in show business,” after all — was 
oddly reminiscent of working out on the 
baseball diamond.

“I was like, ‘This is déjà vu,’ ” says Bose-
man. “I’m waking up in the morning and 
lacing them up. Doesn’t matter whether it’s 
cleats or if it’s leather shoes.”

For the second time, Boseman has stepped 
into some very big ones. A largely unknown 
actor previously, the 32-year-old Boseman 
has emerged with back-to-back biopics of 
20th century titans: one the revolutionary 
breaker of baseball’s color line, the other the 
Godfather of Soul. Both were unstoppable 
forces that blazed across civil rights-era 
America. One could steal home; the other 
could do the Mashed Potato.

Tackling one such historical figure is dar-
ing; two is audacious. It wasn’t Boseman’s 
idea.

“There’s no way in the world,” Bose-
man says was his initial reaction to playing 
Brown, still sounding genuinely resistant to 
the idea. Not only was playing such a com-
plicated, iconic personality like Brown a 

Jagger, who frequently crossed paths with 
Brown and took much inspiration from him, 
came aboard as a producer. (Jagger is also 
producing an upcoming documentary about 
Brown, directed by Alex Gibney.)

The film, which opens Friday in the U.S. 
and some installation theaters, skips across 
Brown’s expansive life, from the Georgia 
poverty of his hard upbringing to his more 
cartoonish and violent later years. (Brown 
died in 2006.) “Get on Up,” written by the 
brothers Jez and John-Henry Butterworth, 
attempts to synthesize all of James’ many 
dimensions: tyrannical bandleader, musical 
visionary, funk preacher, domestic abuser.

Brown’s vocals are used during perfor-
mances in the movie, but the part required 
Boseman to play Brown across time and 
pompadours. He had to find the voice, the 
moves, the posture and the persona, and 
hope somewhere in there was the man, too.

“It was all daunting, to be honest with you,” 
Boseman says with a sigh.

With so much research and dance training 
to fit into two months before shooting began, 
Boseman had to make a quick study. “They 
gave me the whole catalog of music and I 
just sat and listened to every song,” he says. 
“I started with the music because it was so 
visceral.”

Whereas most biopics travel a familiar 
path, Brown’s life resists a typical arc. One 
memorable early scene shows James, at his 
label’s request, accepting top billing over his 
early band, the Flames.

“There is a certain amount of cutthroat-
ness to him,” says Boseman. “But it’s like 
what Little Richard says in the movie: When 
you see the moment, you have to seize it.”

It took some time for Boseman’s moment 
to come. He first got into theater, acting and 
writing plays, as an undergrad at Howard 
University. Boseman had roles on little-
seen TV shows like ABC Family’s “Lincoln 
Heights” and NBC’s “Persons Unknown,” 
but before “42” he had acted in only one film 
(2008’s football drama “The Express”).  

 The actor recently shot a supporting role 
in the big-budget fantasy adventure “Gods of 
Egypt” and has been rumored as a possibil-
ity to play Marvel’s Black Panther.  



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • PAGE 19Friday, August 1, 2014

From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

$995
What it will cost pet owners for a memorial space flight for their deceased four-legged loved 
ones, courtesy of a Houston company that already sends human remains out of this world. 
Celestis Inc. on Wednesday announced a service that would send pets’ cremated remains on 
a rocket trip into space as a way for owners to honor their pets “with a journey to the stars ... 
because your pet loved to explore.” The next launch is scheduled in October. Celestis for years 
has offered a rocket service that takes partial human remains into space and brings them 
back, including ashes of “Star Trek” TV show creator Gene Roddenberry.

 Police: Naked intruder 
found in couple’s bed

NM ALBUQUERQUE — 
A New Mexico man 

faces charges after authorities 
say a couple found him naked and 
sleeping in their bed.

Investigators  said Freddy 
Shelby, 30, of Albuquerque was 
arrested Sunday after the hom-
eowners called police to report 
their unwanted mystery guest.

According to a criminal com-
plaint, Shelby broke into the cou-
ple’s home through a window and 
grabbed a Sprite from the refrig-
erator before falling asleep in the 
master bedroom. Authorities said 
the homeowners found a disrobed 
Shelby in a deep sleep.

Officers arrived and called to 
the man, but he slept through it. 
Authorities say Shelby woke up 
only after an officer ripped the 
blankets off him. Shelby told of-
ficers he thought he was at his 
girlfriend’s house.

He was charged with breaking 
and entering.  

 Motion filed to dismiss 
penis amputation suit

AL BIRMINGHAM — An 
attorney for two U.S. 

doctors accused in a lawsuit of 
amputating a man’s penis in what 
was supposed to have been a rou-
tine circumcision filed a motion 
Tuesday seeking to dismiss the 
claims.

Attorney Mike Florie said 
his clients, Dr. Michael Bivins 
and Dr. Alan Aikens, never per-
formed a circumcision on Johnny 
Lee Banks Jr. that involved the 
removal of tissue or the amputa-
tion of the man’s penis. He said 
the suit’s claims are false.

Banks’ attorney, John Graves, 
filed the lawsuit on July 22, accus-
ing the doctors and their medical 
groups of malpractice, negligence 
and other wrongdoing. It seeks an 
unspecified amount of money.

Graves said he stands firmly 
by the allegations but would not 
comment on specifics of the case.

“I don’t file frivolous lawsuits,” 
Graves said. 

Live meat market
approved for city

NE OMAHA — Omaha 
residents will soon be 

able to select live farm animals 
for future meals and watch them 
get slaughtered.

The Omaha City Council on 
Tuesday approved the creation of 
a live meat market in the south-
ern part of the city. The council 
debated for more than an hour 
on whether to grant a special use 
permit for Tom’s Live Market.

The business will process ani-
mals such as sheep, pigs, rabbits, 
goats and small cattle. Custom-
ers can pick animals from pens 
at the business and wait while 
they’re slaughtered, processed 
and packaged.

Council members have re-
quired owner Tom Meyer to post 
signs warning off children under 
12 from areas where they could 
see the animals processed.

Meyer said the concept is new 
for Omaha but familiar in cities 
around the country.  

THE CENSUS

Man gets 7 years in
accidental shooting

AK JUNEAU — A 50-year-
old Skagway man will 

serve seven years in jail after ac-
cidentally shooting his girlfriend 
during a suicide attempt.

Carl Timothy Forester was sen-
tenced Tuesday for assault.

The Juneau Empire reported 
Judge Philip Pallenberg also 
ordered Forester’s firearms 
be surrendered to the state for 
destruction after the Novem-
ber shooting, which he said was 
“6 inches away” from being a 
homicide.

Authorities said he was de-
pressed and put the shotgun in his 
mouth. His girlfriend tried to stop 
him by hitting him in the head 
with the butt of another gun, but 
that caused him to involuntarily 
squeeze the trigger and shoot her 
in the upper chest.

The victim, who is permanently 
disfigured, begged the judge for 
a more lenient sentence, saying 

there was no intent to harm her.   

 Lab cancels Southern 
accent reduction class

TN OAK RIDGE — Some 
employees at the Oak 

Ridge National Laboratory in 
Tennessee complained about a 
class aimed at teaching them how 
to reduce their Southern accents. 
Now, managers are calling the 
whole thing off.

The course had been adver-
tised as a way to feel confident in 
meetings, when one might need to 
speak with a more neutral accent. 
The class was touted as a way to 
“be remembered for what you say 
and not how you say it.”

Carolyn Ward of Oak Ridge’s  
Learning and Development Ser-
vices told the Knoxville News 
Sentinel that an employee re-
quested the class, so it was of-
fered for others too.

Oak Ridge spokesman David 
Keim said the class “probably 
wasn’t presented in the right 
way” and managers decided to 

cancel it after other employees 
complained.  

Dad accidentally
delivers baby into toilet

CT WEST HAVEN — A 
Connecticut baby has 

arrived with a splash, right into a 
toilet bowl.

The baby’s father, David Davis, 
told WVIT-TVthat he was forced 
to deliver the newborn in the 
bathroom of his West Haven 
home Friday morning after his 
wife, Lillie, went into labor.

He said the baby slipped through 
his hands during the delivery, but 
luckily went into the water. He 
said she began crying and it was 
the best sound he’d ever heard.

Davis said the couple had gone 
to a hospital earlier that morning, 
but had been sent home after it 
was determined his wife was not 
ready to give birth.

She began feeling strong labor 
pains a few hours later. Livia 
weighed in at 7 pounds, 6 ounces 
— soaking wet. 

Officer stops driver for 
speeding, saves his life

ME KENNEBUNK — Not 
many people can say

they owe their lives to a near 
speeding ticket.

But Gavin Falconer, 86, can.
He was pulled over Saturday by a 
police officer in Kennebunk. But
shortly after handing over his li-
cense and registration, Falconer
suffered an apparent heart attack 
and slumped without a pulse.

Police said Officer Michael 
Harrington quickly transitioned
from writing out a warning for
the speeding infraction to admin-
istering CPR. 

A second officer then arrived
with a defibrillator.

Falconer was brought to a hospi-
tal where he is recovering. He told
WMTW-TV that he hopes to see
the officer again and thank him.

Harrington said the incident is
proof there is no such thing as a 
“routine” traffic stop.  

Not clowning around
Westwood Police Officer Niko Pieratos talks with Jack “Poppi T Clown” Erbstein at an accident site, where a car struck a utility pole in  
Westwood, N.J., on Monday.  Erbstein said the driver, a fellow clown, veered off the road when she was reaching for a GPS device, and he 
and other clowns, who were all leaving a school event in separate cars, came to her aid. Police said the 68-year-old driver sustained minor 
injuries.   

TARIQ ZAHAWI, NORTHJERSEY.COM/AP
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Friday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Texas 86 65 Cldy
Akron, Ohio 80 59 Cldy
Albany, N.Y. 83 57 Cldy
Albuquerque 83 66 Cldy
Allentown, Pa. 83 60 Rain
Amarillo 82 60 Cldy
Anchorage 67 53 Cldy
Asheville 71 61 Rain
Atlanta 81 67 Cldy
Atlantic City 85 65 Cldy
Austin 93 73 Cldy
Baltimore 82 67 Cldy
Baton Rouge 89 72 Rain
Billings 93 60 PCldy
Birmingham 83 68 Cldy
Bismarck 85 57 PCldy
Boise 95 69 Cldy
Boston 81 65 PCldy
Bridgeport 83 64 Cldy
Brownsville 94 79 PCldy
Buffalo 81 60 PCldy
Burlington, Vt. 82 56 PCldy
Caribou, Maine 78 56 Cldy
Casper 84 51 PCldy
Charleston, S.C. 88 73 Cldy
Charleston, W.Va. 80 60 Cldy
Charlotte, N.C. 79 68 Rain

Chattanooga 82 64 Cldy
Cheyenne 78 53 PCldy
Chicago 81 64 Cldy
Cincinnati 81 62 Cldy
Cleveland 81 61 Cldy
Colorado Springs 78 53 Cldy
Columbia, S.C. 85 70 Cldy
Columbus, Ga. 86 70 Cldy
Columbus, Ohio 81 60 Cldy
Concord, N.H. 84 55 PCldy
Corpus Christi 94 76 Cldy
Dallas-Ft. Worth 87 70 Cldy
Dayton 80 60 Cldy
Daytona Beach 91 76 Cldy
Denver 82 58 Cldy
Des Moines 83 61 PCldy
Detroit 81 62 Cldy
Duluth 77 56 PCldy
El Paso 89 72 Rain
Elkins 75 55 Rain
Erie 78 61 Cldy
Eugene 90 56 PCldy
Evansville 83 62 PCldy
Fairbanks 64 56 Rain
Fargo 83 59 PCldy
Flagstaff 81 53 Cldy
Flint 80 58 Cldy
Fort Smith 83 61 Cldy

Fort Wayne 80 59 Cldy
Fresno 104 74 Clr
Goodland 86 57 Clr
Grand Junction 88 64 Cldy
Grand Rapids 80 62 Cldy
Great Falls 91 59 Clr
Green Bay 79 57 Rain
Greensboro, N.C. 79 67 Rain
Harrisburg 83 62 Cldy
Hartford Spgfld 83 62 Cldy
Helena 92 59 PCldy
Honolulu 88 77 Clr
Houston 90 75 Cldy
Huntsville 83 65 Rain
Indianapolis 80 63 Cldy
Jackson, Miss. 85 67 Cldy
Jacksonville 91 74 Cldy
Juneau 69 47 Clr
Kansas City 83 63 PCldy
Key West 91 81 PCldy
Knoxville 80 62 Rain
Lake Charles 87 75 Rain
Lansing 79 61 Cldy
Las Vegas 105 85 PCldy
Lexington 85 62 Cldy
Lincoln 86 61 PCldy
Little Rock 83 62 Cldy
Los Angeles 89 68 Clr

Louisville 87 64 Cldy
Lubbock 85 64 Cldy
Macon 86 70 Cldy
Madison 80 61 Rain
Medford 99 66 Clr
Memphis 83 66 Cldy
Miami Beach 91 79 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 87 66 Cldy
Milwaukee 78 63 Rain
Mpls-St. Paul 82 64 PCldy
Missoula 93 59 PCldy
Mobile 91 68 Cldy
Montgomery 88 69 Cldy
Nashville 85 62 Cldy
New Orleans 87 74 Cldy
New York City 84 68 Cldy
Newark 85 68 Cldy
Norfolk, Va. 82 71 Cldy
North Platte 87 57 Clr
Oklahoma City 84 64 PCldy
Omaha 84 62 PCldy
Orlando 93 75 Rain
Paducah 84 62 PCldy
Pendleton 96 67 PCldy
Peoria 81 62 Cldy
Philadelphia 84 68 Cldy
Phoenix 107 90 Clr
Pittsburgh 80 56 Cldy

Pocatello 89 58 Cldy
Portland, Maine 78 57 PCldy
Portland, Ore. 86 61 Clr
Providence 82 65 PCldy
Pueblo 81 57 Cldy
Raleigh-Durham 82 67 Cldy
Rapid City 87 59 Clr
Reno 94 62 PCldy
Richmond 84 67 Cldy
Roanoke 74 66 Rain
Rochester 83 58 PCldy
Rockford 80 61 Cldy
Sacramento 98 64 Clr
St. Louis 85 66 PCldy
St. Petersburg 89 79 Rain
St .Thomas 89 78 PCldy
Salem, Ore. 89 59 Clr
Salt Lake City 90 67 Cldy
San Angelo 90 67 Cldy
San Antonio 93 77 Cldy
San Diego 81 70 PCldy
San Francisco 78 61 PCldy
San Jose 87 62 Clr
San Juan, P.R. 86 77 PCldy
Santa Fe 79 59 Cldy
St. Ste Marie 70 50 Cldy
Savannah 90 73 Cldy
Seattle 82 60 PCldy

Shreveport 83 69 Cldy
Sioux City 82 57 Clr
Sioux Falls 81 56 Clr
South Bend 79 60 Cldy
Spokane 93 66 PCldy
Springfield, Ill. 81 62 Cldy
Springfield, Mo. 82 63 PCldy
Syracuse 83 57 PCldy
Tallahassee 93 70 PCldy
Tampa 90 76 Rain
Toledo 81 59 Cldy
Topeka 87 63 PCldy
Tucson 99 79 Cldy
Tulsa 85 61 PCldy
Tupelo 82 66 Cldy
Waco 89 70 Cldy
Washington 83 70 Cldy
W. Palm Beach 89 79 PCldy
Wichita 88 62 Clr
Wichita Falls 86 66 PCldy
Wilkes-Barre 79 61 Cldy
Wilmington, Del. 84 66 Cldy
Yakima 96 66 PCldy
Youngstown 80 55 Cldy

National temperature extremes
Hi: Wed., 116, Thermal, Calif. 
Lo: Wed., 37, Saranac Lake, N.Y.

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

* Diesel EFD  ** Midgrade
For the week of Aug. 1 - 8

EUROPE GAS PRICES PACIFIC GAS PRICES
Country Super E10 Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Germany $3.842 $4.026 $4.191 $4.161
Change in price -5.4 cents -5.0 cents -5.0 cents -1.1

Netherlands -- $4.887 $5.179 $5.017
Change in price -- -2.7 cents -2.9 cents -2.8

U.K. -- $3.966 $4.161 $4.131
Change in price -- -5.0 cents -5.0 cents -1.1

Azores -- -- $4.137 --
Change in price -- -- -5.0 --

Belgium -- $4.188 $4.396 $4.343
Change in price -- No change No change No change

Turkey -- -- $4.632 $5.042*
Change in price -- -- -0.4 No change

Italy $4.088 -- -- $4.201
Change in price No change -- -- No change

Country Unleaded Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Japan -- $3.709 -- $3.849
Change in price -- -5.0 cents -- -1.0

Okinawa $3.779 -- -- $3.849
Change in price No change -- -- -1.0

South Korea $3.669 -- $4.019 $3.989
Change in price -5.0 cents -- -5.0 cents -1.0

Guam $3.659** $3.859 $3.999 --
Change in price -5.0 cents -5.0 cents -5.0 cents --

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (Aug. 1) ...........................$1.3748
Dollar buys (Aug. 1) ..........................€0.7274
British pound (Aug. 1).......................... $1.73
Japanese yen (Aug. 1) .......................100.00
South Korean won (Aug. 1) ..............999.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3771
British pound .....................................$1.6878
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.0908
China (Yuan) ........................................ 6.1742
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.5686
Egypt (Pound)  ..................................... 7.1525
Euro ........................................ $1.3390/0.7468
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7500
Hungary (Forint) .................................234.03
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4299
Japan (Yen) ...........................................102.86
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2837
Norway (Krone) ...................................6.2854
Philippines (Peso).................................43.65
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.12
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7506
Singapore (Dollar) .............................. 1.2475
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,028.25
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.9085
Thailand (Baht) ..................................... 32.16
Turkey (Lira) ......................................... 2.1437
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.09
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.03
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.31

BUSINESS/WEATHER

As economy accelerates, Fed is cautious
 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — After a grim 
start to 2014, the U.S. economy 
has rebounded with vigor and 
should show renewed strength 
into next year.

That was the general view of 
analysts Wednesday after the gov-
ernment estimated that the econo-
my grew at a fast 4 percent annual 
rate in the April-June quarter. 
Consumers, businesses and gov-
ernments combined to fuel the 
expansion. The government also 

said growth was more robust last 
year than previously estimated.

Whether the healthier expan-
sion will lead the Federal Reserve 
to raise interest rates sooner than 
expected is unclear. The Fed of-
fered a mixed message on the 
economy Wednesday: Growth is 
strengthening, and the unemploy-
ment rate is steadily falling. Yet 
by some measures, it suggested, 
the job market remains subpar.

A statement the Fed issued 
after a two-day policy meeting 

signaled that it wants to see fur-
ther improvement before it starts 
raising its key short-term interest 
rate. It offered no clearer hint of 
when it will raise that rate.

Instead, the Fed reiterated its 
plan to keep short-term rates low 
“for a considerable time” after the 
end of its monthly bond purchas-
es. The Fed said it will slow the 
pace of its purchases by another 
$10 billion to $25 billion a month. 
The purchases, which have been 
intended to keep long-term bor-

rowing rates low, are set to end in 
October. Most economists think 
a rate increase is about a year 
away.

The economy sprang back to 
life last quarter after a dismal 
winter in which it shrank at a 
sharp 2.1 percent annual rate. 
The government upgraded that 
decline from a previous estimate 
of a 2.9 percent drop. But it was 
still the biggest contraction since 
early 2009 in the depths of the 
Great Recession. 
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Is English getting dissed … or is it growing?
 BY AMMON SHEA

Is the English language being mas-
sacred by the young, the linguisti-
cally untidy and anyone who uses the 
Internet? Absolutely.

Is that anything new? Hardly.
Many words and expressions in common 

parlance today would have raised the hack-
les of language scolds in the not-so-distant 
past. For evidence, let’s look at some exam-
ples from recent newspaper articles.

Take this sentence from a Toronto Star 
piece about preparing dinner for a magi-
cian. “He tells me about a bogus seance he 
used to host in his Cabbagetown home.”

That sentence would have appalled 
Alfred Ayres, author of the 1894 book 
“The Verbalist.” He considered the word 
“bogus” to be “incompatible with dignified 
diction.”

Ayres would also have disapproved of an 
article in the New York Daily News about 
policing on Staten Island, in which one 
resident was described as believing “the 
police were overly aggressive.” In Ayres’ 
view, “overly” was a word “used only by 
the unschooled.”

American journalist and short story 
writer Ambrose Bierce, author of the opin-
ionated 1909 tome “Write It Right,” would 
have quibbled with a New York Times book 
review last week that called Dan Chiasson’s 
poetry “genially brainy.” Bierce dismissed 
the word “brainy” as “pure slang, and sin-
gularly disagreeable.”

A writer from the Saturday edition of 
the Canadian paper the Globe and Mail 
would have been harshly judged by Emily 
Post for writing about an area in Detroit 
that was “lined with mansions belonging to 

former auto executives.” The writer’s sins? 
In 1945 Post wrote that one should never 
say “mansion” (big house was preferred) 
or “auto” (automobile or motor were con-
sidered correct).

There was no shortage of examples of 
this next transgression, so I chose one from 
the Dubuque Telegraph Herald, which ran 
a story stating that “A store window sus-
tained $500 in damage.” The 1909 book 
“Etiquette for Americans” insists that 
using “the word ‘store’ for ‘shop’ is grossly 
incorrect.”

As a further example of how easily words 
can slip from shunned to accepted, see if 
you can spot the problems with each of the 
following three sentences:
� ”Both genders will benefit from the 

strategic advice on clear communication.” 
(From the Atlanta Journal-Constitution)
� ”Howland … said her three-year wait 

for a garden was ’absolutely’ worthwhile 
— for reasons in addition to the peace and 
joy she experiences from its beauty each 
day.” (From the Boston Globe)
� ”Designed by Soutra Gilmour, this 

‘Richard III’ takes place entirely in the 
confines of a dilapidated, linoleum-floored 
office, suggesting a Whitehall run to seed.” 
(From The New York Times)

Stumped? The first example would have 
run afoul of Henry Fowler, who in his much 
beloved and hugely influential Dictionary 
of Modern English Usage (first published 
in 1926) wrote that the word gender was 
“a grammatical term only,” and that using 
it to refer to a person’s sex was erroneous, 
unless the author was being jocular.

For a critique of the second example, we 
turn to Henry Alford, author of the 1864 

language guide “The Queen’s English.”
Alford felt that “in the best English, expe-
rience is a substantive” — meaning a noun 
— rather than a verb, which comes as a 
surprise to all of us who have been experi-
encing it as a verb all these years.

And in the last instance, our curmud-
geonly old friend Ambrose Bierce would
have been put out by the use of “dilapidat-
ed” to refer to any structure that was not 
made of stone, since the word contains the 
Latin root lapis, meaning stone.

Yet all these once-reviled usages have
now entered the upper registers of the
English language, as evidenced by their 
recent appearances in respected newspa-
pers that employ editors and copy editors
to avoid mistakes.

We should take heart that the changes
have come without Western civilization
coming to a screeching halt. And I’d go a
step further and assert that the flexibility 
of our language is a sign of health, rather 
than degeneration.

The fact that we are creating new words,
and adding meanings to existing ones, in-
dicates that English is flourishing. Think 
of that the next time you bristle at the word 
“friend” being used as a verb or “selfie” 
used to mean a self-portrait taken with a
phone.

English is a fairly young language, as 
languages go — a teenager, if you will. And 
it is behaving as most teenagers do: trying
out new things, doing its best to annoy any-
one over the age of 30, and putting things
in its mouth that most people would con-
sider ill-advised.
Ammon Shea is the author of “Bad English: A 
History of Linguistic Aggravation.” This column 
first appeared in the Los Angeles Times. 
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We can end veteran homelessness
 BY MICHELLE OBAMA

Special to McClatchy Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON

At the beginning of June, 85 may-
ors, governors and county of-
ficials from across the country 
— and across the political spec-

trum — signed on to the Mayors Challenge 
to End Veterans Homelessness. Today, 
we’re announcing that in the two months 
since then, 97 more state and local lead-
ers have signed on — meaning that a total 
of 182 local leaders have pledged to end 
homelessness among the veterans in their 
communities by the end of 2015.

I know that might sound like a pipe 
dream. After all, veteran homelessness is a 
problem we’ve faced for decades — in fact, 
almost 90 percent of all homeless veterans 
served prior to 9/11. And as a country, we’ve 
never been able to rally the resources and 
the public will to get all of our veterans off 
the streets and into stable housing.

So why do all these state and local leaders 
believe that things are any different today? 
The answer to that question is simple: be-
cause today — thanks to federal, state and 
local leadership and the determined, daily 
work of advocates on the ground — we’re 
finally seeing that ending veteran home-
lessness is not just something we should 
strive to achieve — it’s something we actu-
ally can.

For example, in recent months, Phoe-

nix and Salt Lake City effectively ended 
chronic homelessness among their vet-
erans. New Orleans is on track to end all 
veteran homelessness within the next six 
months. Last year, New York City helped 
more than 2,000 veterans get into safe and 
stable housing. St. Paul and Minneapolis 
have cut veteran homelessness in half over 
the last five years, and between the two 
cities there are just 18 veterans left on the 
streets.

Any number of veterans left out in the 
cold is too many, but those numbers show 
us that even in some of our largest metro-
politan areas, ending veteran homeless-
ness is eminently achievable.

My husband has believed this from the 
moment he took office. That’s why he not 
only vowed to end veteran homelessness, 
he coupled that pledge with record fund-
ing and innovative strategies to get it done. 
We know that through solutions like “hous-
ing first” — an evidence-based strategy to 
get our veterans into permanent housing 
before tackling issues like mental health, 
substance abuse or employment — we can 
not only do right by our veterans but also 
save taxpayer money. Quite simply, it’s 
cheaper to pay someone’s rent than to pay 
for hospital bills, law enforcement and so 
many other services if they’re living on the 
street.

By employing that strategy, even in the 
midst of a historic recession, we’ve seen 
tremendous progress. Since 2008, we’ve 

housed more than 73,000 veterans through
the HUD-VASH program, which provides 
housing vouchers to help homeless veter-
ans pay for permanent, stable housing. And 
last year alone, under a program called
Supportive Services for Veteran Families,
we kept more than 60,000 veterans and
their family members from falling into 
homelessness. Next year, we expect that
number to grow to more than 100,000.

But we know that this problem can’t be
solved by Washington alone. It takes local 
leaders to implement community-wide
plans. It takes advocates and service pro-
viders who know our veterans by name and
can connect them with the services and 
support that they need. And it takes folks 
from all across the country making their
voices heard and dedicating their time and 
energy to help these veterans find a place
to call home.

So if your mayor hasn’t signed on to the
mayors challenge, light up their phone
lines and ask them why not. If you’ve got a
free minute, contact a local organization in
your neighborhood and ask when you can
volunteer or where you can donate.

Our veterans have given so much to this 
country — time and again, with their ser-
vice and sacrifice, they’ve shown us who
they are. Now it’s up to the rest of us to 
show who we are. It’s up to us to show these
veterans we’ve got their backs and end vet-
eran homelessness once and for all.
Michelle Obama is first lady of the United States .
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 Ebola victims are courageous
(Raleigh, N.C.) News and Observer

To be a missionary or a health care 
worker who tends to the poor has always 
required an admirable level of compassion, 
but now in West Africa it also requires re-
markable courage.

An outbreak of the terrifying Ebola virus 
in several West African nations is putting 
those who care for its victims at great risk. 
Some, such as Liberia’s top health official, 
Dr. Samuel Brisbane, have already paid 
with their lives.

Others have contracted the disease and 
are struggling to survive. Two are Ameri-
cans affiliated with the Boone, N.C.-based 
missionary group Samaritan’s Purse.

One of them is Nancy Writebol, of Char-
lotte. Writebol and her husband, David, 
had been working in Liberia and chose to 
stay on despite the Ebola threat.

Nancy Writebol, a hygienist, decontami-
nated those entering and leaving the Ebola 
care area at the hospital. She is now gravely 
ill and being treated in the Liberian capital 
of Monrovia. She is being kept in isolation, 
and her husband cannot directly comfort 
her.

Also infected is Dr. Kent Brantly, 33, 
medical director for the Ebola care center 
on the outskirts of Monrovia run by Samar-
itan’s Purse. Brantly, of Fort Worth, Texas, 
is in serious condition but recognized his 
symptoms early and has a better chance of 
surviving. The highly contagious virus has 
killed nearly 700 people in Liberia, Guinea 
and Sierra Leone since the outbreak sur-
faced earlier this year.

In a painful contrast to the compas-
sion and courage showed by Writebol and 
Brantly, fear of Ebola has panicked some 
local residents who blame health workers 
for the spread of the disease. Health work-
ers have been threatened and blocked from 
entering some villages where infected 
people are. Despite the threats of disease, 
Writebol and Brantly stayed to help. May 
their good deeds be matched by the good 
fortune of recovery. 

 Hamas gave Israel no choice
The Miami Herald

When Hamas decided to initiate rocket 
attacks on Israel, it invited the furious 
reprisal that began in July . Three times 
since 2006, Israel has responded to aerial 
assaults on its citizens with fierce coun-
terattacks, and each time the fighting has 
come to an inconclusive end that allows its 
enemies to replenish their arsenals and 
start planning for the next round.

For that reason, Israel’s Security Cabinet 
unanimously rejected a U.S. proposal for a 
cease-fire on July 25 , though Israel agreed 
to a 12-hour pause for Saturday. The im-
ages from the funerals of Israeli troops 
are heart-rending. The scenes of horror 
and destruction in Gaza, gut-wrenching. 
No one could wish for the people of Gaza to 
endure prolonged misery.

But it was Hamas that wished for the 
fighting. First, by attacking Israel, and 
then by rejecting an Egyptian cease-fire 
proposal because it wanted its own narrow 
demands addressed first. That included 
lifting border restrictions and the release 
of dozens of former prisoners Israel rear-
rested in a crackdown on the West Bank 
after the abduction and killing of three Is-
raeli teenagers.

Throughout the fighting, Hamas has 
used the civilian population of Gaza as 
hostages. That is one big reason the terror-
ist group has worn out its welcome there. 

It uses populated areas to fire deadly rock-
ets into Israel. U.N. officials have also said 
they twice found Hamas using abandoned 
schools to conceal dozens of rockets.

The refusal to agree to a cease-fire more 
than one week ago, along with the discov-
ery of an extensive network of tunnels 
leading into Israel, triggered the Israeli 
ground assault and the determination of 
its government to achieve a twofold aim: 
destroy the tunnels and degrade Hamas’ 
arsenal to render it ineffective.

Without that, Hamas would be exposed 
as dangerous and useless. Its control of 
Gaza has only worsened the lives and pros-
pects of Palestinians who live there.

Israel must be allowed to crush the 
threat from Hamas, not just for a few 
months or a year (the last cease-fire took 
effect in November 2012), but for the fore-
seeable future. The right of self-defense is 
not negotiable.

While it is putting an end to Hamas, Is-
rael must also do a better job of avoiding 
civilian casualties. As mentioned earlier, 
Hamas thrives amid reports of the deaths 
of women and children under Israeli at-
tacks. It’s an integral part of Hamas’ 
strategy. Thus, Israel has both a moral 
necessity to avoid civilian casualties and 
an enormous self-interest in ensuring that 
mistakes resulting in more civilian killings 
don’t happen.

Marginalizing Hamas and reducing its 
support among Palestinians is another 
strategic imperative.

The ultimate challenge for Israel is to 
help provide a better life for Palestinians 
in the West Bank, giving them a glimpse 
of a more-peaceful future — including the 
return of the Palestinian Authority, led by 
Mahmoud Abbas, to power in Gaza. That, 
of course, requires victory over Hamas 
and an end to its destructive power. 

No more delay ratifying treaty 
Los Angeles Times

The United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities should 
not be controversial: It requires equal ac-
cess for the disabled and bans discrimina-
tion against them in all countries that sign 
on. There is no question that the Senate 
should ratify it. The only issue is why it has 
any opponents at all.

Modeled after the landmark Americans 
With Disabilities Act, the treaty has been 
ratified by 146 countries and the European 
Union, and has legions of supporters in the 
United States — veterans groups of differ-
ent generations, business and civic leaders. 
It also has bipartisan roots: The George 

W. Bush administration participated in 
drafting it, and President Barack Obama 
signed it. Although there are a number of 
Republicans who oppose it, Sen. John Mc-
Cain, R-Ariz., is an outspoken advocate, as 
is former Republican Sen. Majority Leader 
Bob Dole, who was disabled during his ser-
vice in World War II. Now 91 and using a 
wheelchair, Dole recently made his second 
poignant trip to the Capitol to promote the 
treaty, urging former colleagues to vote 
for what he called “not a Republican or a 
Democrat treaty.”

In late 2012, many did vote to ratify it 
— 61 senators, in fact. But treaties need 
67 votes, a two-thirds majority of the Sen-
ate. The treaty was opposed by 38 Repub-
lican senators, many of whom argued that 
it would undermine U.S. sovereignty and 
cede too much decision-making authority 
to the United Nations. Strong opposition 
also came from vocal advocates for home 
schooling who were alarmed by a pas-
sage in the treaty that they believe might 
override parents’ ability to make decisions 
about their own disabled children. In fact, 
the treaty does nothing of the sort.

The bottom line is that the treaty does 
not trump or alter U.S. laws or those of 
individual states. And if there is any lin-
gering doubt of that among skeptics, the 
treaty’s backers in the Senate say they 
will add clarifying language as part of the 
ratification process to make sure there 
are no ambiguities. Senate ratification 
will bring U.S. influence and innovation 
to other countries that are in the process 
of expanding access and opportunity for 
the disabled. This treaty isn’t about par-
ents losing authority over their kids or the 
U.S. losing sovereignty over its citizens. It’s 
about access for the disabled, and a world 
in which they can travel and thrive without 
facing discrimination. That’s something 
we all should want . 

 Russia sanctions no panacea
Boston Herald

European leaders are now convinced 
that imposing harsher sanctions on en-
tire sectors of the Russian economy is 
worth the price they’ll pay (literally) on 
the homefront. And the White House this 
week  announced the U.S. is also preparing 
sanctions targeting the broader Russian 
economy. President Barack Obama says 
the sanctions with “bigger bite” will make 
a weak Russian economy even weaker.

We’d like to think it will all make a dif-
ference to Vladimir Putin, but that view 
seems optimistic in the extreme.

Sanctions imposed thus far have done 

little to deter Putin or his proxies battling
in eastern Ukraine, even in the wake of 
global condemnation for the downing of a
civilian passenger jet by Russian-backed
separatists.

The U.S. upped the pressure this week
by releasing images that point to the loca-
tions inside Russia from which artillery has
been fired over the border into Ukraine.
Russia responded to the release by label-
ing the satellite images “fakes.” But really,
what else can Putin’s minions say?

The announcement of the sanctions  was 
accompanied by new demands that Russia
end its aggression in eastern Ukraine. But
Secretary of State John Kerry himself said 
the Russians have indicated not “a shred
of evidence that they really have a legiti-
mate desire to end the violence and end 
the bloodshed.” Leaving the rest of us with
barely a shred of hope. 

 Shorter drug sentences help
The Dallas Morning News

America’s effort to use our prisons to
stem the illegal drug problem has largely
failed.

Incarceration of drug offenders has
seen prison and jail populations skyrocket,
even as public opinion has shifted away 
from harsh sentences for nonviolent drug 
crimes.

That’s why the U.S. Sentencing Commis-
sion was right to decide in July  that some
50,000 federal drug trafficking offenders 
could be eligible for reduced sentences.
The amendment to federal sentencing
guidelines, approved in April, is already
in effect for offenders facing sentencing 
in the future, creating an issue of fairness:
Why should the length of a sentence be de-
termined by the date of sentencing?

The commission’s unanimous decision 
could see inmates get an average of two 
years off their prison terms, according to a
report in The Washington Post.

America’s approach to its drug problem
is in evolution. Marijuana is now legal for
recreational use in Colorado and Washing-
ton. Sentences for peddling crack cocaine 
are now no more severe than those for ped-
dling powdered cocaine.

Many Americans agree that the nation
lost its way with its war on drugs.

Still, the prospect of so many prisoners
being released back into society properly
raised the concern of a large number of
prosecutors and judges who opposed the
commission’s decision.

The sentencing commission was sensi-
tive to this concern and set an effective 
date of Nov. 1, 2015, for the release of any
prisoner. Prisoners may begin applying for 
sentence reductions in November.

That demonstrated a fair understanding
of the complexity of the issue.

The changes apply to traffickers of all
drugs, but it’s not yet clear exactly how
many of the estimated 50,000 eligible 
prisoners will actually see their sentences
reduced.

Drug offenders will certainly apply for 
the reductions, but judges will still have to 
determine whether the person is a danger
to society and should remain imprisoned 
for the full length of his or her original 
sentence. Judges can also consider how in-
mates behaved after they were sentenced.
In other words, those who were violent in
prison, or continued to deal drugs, or acted
as gang leaders hopefully won’t be roam-
ing the streets sooner than they should.

But thousands, and possibly tens of thou-
sands, of drug offenders who the courts de-
cide are not dangerous could be returned
to society earlier than expected.

There’s no doubt that will create a chal-
lenge. But there’s also little doubt that
America will not incarcerate itself out of 
an illegal drug problem that has destroyed 
the fabric of large swaths of the country.

 Mandatory minimum sentences for
some drug offenses remain in place . But
the amendment to the guidelines does 
offer judges flexibility to review offenders’
cases and decide whether they deserve the
chance to return to society sooner.

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates.

What newspapers
are saying at home

MOLLY RILEY/AP

 World War II veteran and former Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole waves after taking 
part in  a 10th anniversary ceremony for the WWII Memorial in Washington in May. Dole 
joined  Sens. John McCain, Kelly Ayotte, Mark Kirk  and Tom Harkin  at a news confer-
ence last week to promote an equal rights treaty for the disabled around the world. 
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Pro basketball

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 16 9 .640 —
Washington 13 14 .481  4
Indiana 12 14 .462  4½
New York 11 14 .440  5
Chicago 10 16 .385  6½
Connecticut 10 17 .370  7

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
x-Phoenix 22 3 .880 —
x-Minnesota 20 6 .769  2½
San Antonio 13 14 .481 10
Los Angeles 12 15 .444 11
Tulsa 10 17 .370 13
Seattle 9 19 .321 14½

x-clinched playoff spot
Tuesday’s games

Atlanta 89, Connecticut 80
New York 80, Washington 76, OT
San Antonio 92, Chicago 74
Tulsa 80, Seattle 74
Phoenix 90, Los Angeles 69

Wednesday’s games
No games scheduled

Thursday’s games
New York at Chicago
Phoenix at Minnesota
Atlanta at Tulsa
Indiana at Seattle

Friday’s game
Connecticut at San Antonio

Pro football

NFL preseason
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
 W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Miami 0 0 0 .000 0 0
New England 0 0 0 .000 0 0
N.Y. Jets 0 0 0 .000 0 0

South
Houston 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Indianapolis 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Jacksonville 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Tennessee 0 0 0 .000 0 0

North
Baltimore 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Cincinnati 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Cleveland 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Pittsburgh 0 0 0 .000 0 0

West
Denver 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Kansas City 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Oakland 0 0 0 .000 0 0
San Diego 0 0 0 .000 0 0

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Dallas 0 0 0 .000 0 0
N.Y. Giants 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Philadelphia 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Washington 0 0 0 .000 0 0

South
Atlanta 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Carolina 0 0 0 .000 0 0
New Orleans 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Tampa Bay 0 0 0 .000 0 0

North
Chicago 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Detroit 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Green Bay 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Minnesota 0 0 0 .000 0 0

West
Arizona 0 0 0 .000 0 0
San Francisco 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Seattle 0 0 0 .000 0 0
St. Louis 0 0 0 .000 0 0

Sunday, Aug. 3
N.Y. Giants vs. Buffalo at Canton

Thursday, Aug. 7
Indianapolis at N.Y. Jets
New England at Washington
San Francisco at Baltimore
Cincinnati at Kansas City
Seattle at Denver
Dallas at San Diego

Friday, Aug. 8
Miami at Atlanta
Buffalo at Carolina
Tampa Bay at Jacksonville
Philadelphia at Chicago
Oakland at Minnesota
New Orleans at St. Louis

Saturday, Aug. 9
Cleveland at Detroit
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Giants
Green Bay at Tennessee
Houston at Arizona

Pro soccer

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L T Pts GF GA
Sporting KC 11 5 5 38 31 19
D.C. 11 5 4 37 32 20
New England 8 11 2 26 28 33
Toronto FC 7 7 5 26 27 28
Columbus 6 7 8 26 25 27
New York 5 6 10 25 33 32
Philadelphia 5 8 8 23 33 35
Chicago 3 5 12 21 27 33
Houston 5 11 4 19 22 40
Montreal 3 12 5 14 21 37

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 12 5 2 38 35 27
Real Salt Lake 8 4 9 33 32 27
Los Angeles 8 4 6 30 29 16
Colorado 8 7 6 30 31 27
FC Dallas 8 7 6 30 34 31
Vancouver 6 4 11 29 31 29
Portland 6 6 9 27 35 35
Chivas USA 6 9 5 23 21 33
San Jose 5 8 5 20 22 20

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Wednesday’s games
D.C. United 3, Toronto FC 0
New England 3, Colorado 0
Chicago 0, Vancouver 0, tie
Real Salt Lake 1, New York 1, tie

Friday’s game
Philadelphia at Sporting Kansas City

Saturday’s games
Portland at Los Angeles
Toronto FC at Montreal
New England at New York
Columbus at Chicago
Real Salt Lake at Colorado
Seattle FC at San Jose

Sunday’s games
D.C. United at Houston
FC Dallas at Chivas USA

Wednesday
Red Bulls 1, Real Salt Lake 1

New York 0 1—1
Real Salt Lake 1 0—1

First half—1, Real Salt Lake, Plata 9 
(Wingert), 18th minute.

Second half—2, New York, Henry 5 
(Cahill, Wright-Phillips), 57th.

Goalies—New York, Luis Robles; Real 
Salt Lake, Nick Rimando.

Yellow Cards—Garcia, Real Salt Lake, 
78th.

A—20,295 (20,008)

Whitecaps 0, Fire 0
Vancouver 0 0—0
Chicago 0 0—0

Goalies—Vancouver, David Ousted; 
Chicago, Sean Johnson.

Yellow Cards—Ritter, Chicago, 28th; 
Harvey, Vancouver, 36th; Leveron, Van-
couver, 63rd; Palmer, Chicago, 69th.

Referee—Fotis Bazakos. Assistant 
Referees—Chris Strickland. Greg Barkey. 
4th Official—Robert Sibiga.

A—13,532 (20,000)

Revolution 3, Rapids 0
Colorado 0 0—0
New England 1 2—3

First half—1, New England, Moor (own 
goal), 10th minute.

Second half—2, New England, Nguyen 
7, 75th. 3, New England, Rowe 1 (Nguyen), 
78th.

Goalies—Colorado, Clint Irwin; New 
England, Bobby Shuttleworth.

Yellow Cards—Piermayr, Colorado, 
31st; Mullins, New England, 72nd; Irwin, 
Colorado, 74th.

Red Cards—Piermayr, Colorado, 74th.
A—13,831 (68,756)

United 3, Toronto FC 0
Toronto FC 0 0—0
D.C. United 1 2—3

First half—1, D.C. United, Johnson 4 
(Kitchen, Franklin), 8th minute.

Second half—2, D.C. United, Rolfe 4 
(DeLeon, Silva), 59th. 3, D.C. United, Hag-
glund  (own goal), 67th.

Goalies—Toronto FC, Joe Bendik; D.C. 
United, Bill Hamid.

Yellow Cards—Warner, Toronto FC, 
36th; Arnaud, D.C. United, 42nd; Korb, 
D.C. United, 54th; Bradley, Toronto FC, 
68th; Johnson, D.C. United, 90th.

A—16,171 (45,596)

NWSL
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 15 1 4 49 44 16
FC Kansas City 11 6 4 37 35 28
Washington 9 8 4 31 33 40
Portland 8 7 6 30 37 33
Chicago 7 6 7 28 24 20
Western New York 7 10 3 24 33 28
Sky Blue FC 4 8 7 19 21 34
Houston 5 11 3 18 21 34
Boston 4 13 2 14 30 45

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Wednesday’s games
Washington 2, FC Kansas City 1
Seattle FC 4, Houston 1

Thursday’s game
Western New York at Sky Blue FC

Saturday’s games
Chicago at Washington
Seattle FC at FC Kansas City

Sunday’s games
Houston at Portland
Western New York at Boston

Wednesday, Aug. 6
Boston at FC Kansas City
Houston at Seattle FC

Saturday, Aug. 9
FC Kansas City at Chicago
Sky Blue FC at Houston
Washington at Seattle FC 

Deals

Wednesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE — Suspend-
ed Atlanta RHPs Victor Joaquin and Al-
varo Silvestre (DSL Braves) 72 games for 
violating the Minor League Drug Preven-
tion and Treatment Program.

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Sent RHP Ub-

aldo Jimenez to Aberdeen (NYP) for a
rehab assignment.

BOSTON RED SOX — Traded LHP Felix 
Doubront to the Chicago Cubs for a play-
er to be named. Recalled RHP Brandon 
Workman from Pawtucket (IL).

MINNESOTA TWINS — RHP Matt Guer-
rier refused outright assignment and 
chose free agency.

TEXAS RANGERS — Sent LHP Derek 
Holland to Frisco (TL) for a rehab assign-
ment.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Sent OF Cole 
Gillespie to the GCL Blue Jays for a rehab 
assignment.

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — An-

nounced the retirement of 3B Eric 
Chavez.

ATLANTA BRAVES — Placed RHP Shae 
Simmons on the 15-day DL, retroactive
to Sunday. Recalled RHP Juan Jaime from
Gwinnett (IL).

COLORADO ROCKIES — Sent RHP 
Christian Bergman to Tulsa (TL) for a re-
hab assignment. Recalled RHP Rob Sca-
hill from Colorado Springs (PCL).

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Sent RHP 
Jonathan Martinez to the Chicago Cubs
to complete an earlier trade. Optioned 
INF Darwin Barney to Albuquerque (PCL).
Designated LHP Scott Elbert for assign-
ment.

MIAMI MARLINS — Optioned OF Jake
Marisnick to New Orleans (PCL). Recalled
INF Ed Lucas from New Orleans.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Released C 
George Kottaras. Transferred RHP Mi-
chael Wacha to the 60-day DL. Traded OF 
James Ramsey to Cleveland for RHP Jus-
tin Masterson.

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Designated
2B Tony Abreu for assignment. Optioned
3B Adam Duvall to Fresno (PCL). Selected 
the contract of 1B Travis Ishikawa from
Fresno. Recalled OF Juan Perez from
Fresno.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

BROOKLYN NETS — Named Paul West-
phal, John Welch, Tony Brown, Joe Wolf
and Jay Humphries assistant coaches
and Jim Sann assistant coach/advance 
scout.

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS—Waived C
Hilton Armstrong.

MIAMI HEAT — Signed F-C Chris Bosh
to a five-year contract.

MINNESOTA TIMBERWOLVES — Signed
G Mo Williams.

SACRAMENTO KINGS—Signed F/C Eric 
Moreland to an undisclosed contract. 

FOOTBALL
National Football League

NFL — Suspended Buffalo LB Nigel
Bradham one game for violating the NFL 
Policy and Program for Substances of
Abuse. Suspended Cincinnati CB Chris 
Lewis-Harris for two games for violating 
the NFL’s substance abuse policy.

BUFFALO BILLS — Signed RB Fred Jack-
son to a one-year contract extension.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed WR 
Marlon Moore, OL Ryan Lee and S Jim 
Leonard.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Signed OT Tyron 
Smith to an eight-year contract exten-
sion.

DETROIT LIONS — Claimed WR Quintin 
Payton off waivers from Tampa Bay.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Signed ex-
ecutive vice president, general man-
ager and director of football operations
Ted Thompson to a multi-year contract. 
Claimed WR Gerrard Sheppard off waiv-
ers from Baltimore.

HOUSTON TEXANS — Signed OT Mike
Farrell.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Signed RB 
Phillip Tanner.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Signed TE Brett 
Brackett and DE D’Aundre Reed.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Named Corry 
Rush director of public relations. Pro-
moted DeAndre Phillips to director of 
communications.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — Signed
Fs Jerry D’Amigo and Dana Tyrell to one-
year, two-way contracts.

DETROIT RED WINGS — Named Jim 
Hiller and Andrew Brewer assistant 
coaches.

LOS ANGELES KINGS — Agreed to
terms with LW Dwight King on a three-
year contract.

MONTREAL CANADIENS — Named Dan 
Lacroix assistant coach and Rob Ramage
player development coach‘.

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Re-signed D
Andy Greene to a multi-year contract.

WINNIPEG JETS — Agreed to terms
with F Matt Halischuk on a one-year, 
two-way contract.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

MONTREAL IMPACT — Fired sporting 
director Nick De Santis, who will remain 
with the club in an administrative role.

COLLEGE
NCAA — Granted UConn women’s bas-

ketball F Morgan Tuck a medical hard-
ship waiver.

 MARQUETTE — Released G Todd Mayo
from the men’s basketball team.

 NEW MEXICO — Suspended OL Jamal 
Price from the football team.

RICE — Named Taylor Fogleman wom-
en’s assistant coach. 

Tennis

Bank of the West Classic
A U.S. Open Series event

Wednesday
At The Taube Family Tennis Center

Stanford, Calif.
Purse: $710,000 (Premier)

Surface: Hard-Outdoor
Singles

Second Round
Sachia Vickery, United States, def. 

Monica Puig, Puerto Rico, 6-7 (4), 6-2, 6-
1.

Varvara Lepchenko, United States, 
def. Agnieszka Radwanska (2), Poland, 
6-3, 3-6, 6-4.

Andrea Petkovic (8), Germany, def. 
Naomi Osaka, Japan, 6-2, 6-2.

Serena Williams (1), United States, 
def. Karolina Pliskova, Czech Republic, 
7-5, 6-2.

Doubles
First Round

Daniela Hantuchova, Slovakia, and 
Arantxa Parra Santonja, Spain, def. Daria 
Gavrilova, Russia, and Xu Yi-Fan, China, 
3-6, 7-6 (2), 10-8.

Paula Kania, Poland, and Katarina Sin-
iakova, Czech Republic, def. Chan Hao-
ching, Taiwan, and Andrea Petkovic (4), 
Germany, 6-2, 3-6, 10-8.

Quarterfinals
Garbine Muguruza and Carla Suarez 

Navarro (3), Spain, def. Caroline Garcia, 
France, and Zhang Shuai, China, 6-0, 7-5. 

Citi Open
A U.S. Open Series event

Wednesday
At William H.G. FitzGerald Tennis Center

Washington
Purse: Men, $1.4 million (WT500); 

Women, $250,000 (Intl.)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Men

Second Round
Kei Nishikori (4), Japan, def. Sam Quer-

rey, United States, 6-4, 5-7, 6-4.
Victor Estrella Burgos, Dominican Re-

public, def. Feliciano Lopez (8), Spain, 7-6 
(5), 6-4.

Donald Young, United States, def. Ju-
lien Benneteau (17), France, 6-4, 6-3.

Santiago Giraldo (10), Colombia, def. 
Benjamin Becker, Germany, 6-2, 7-6 (3).

Steve Johnson, United States, def. 
John Isner (5), United States, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 
7-6 (6).

Milos Raonic (2), Canada, def. Jack 
Sock, United States, 7-6 (3), 7-6 (3).

Richard Gasquet (6), France, def. Dudi 
Sela, Israel, 6-3, 6-2.

Vasek Pospisil (13), Canada, def. Ra-
jeev Ram, United States, 6-0, 7-6 (8).

Tomas Berdych (1), Czech Republic, 
def. Robby Ginepri, United States, 6-1, 
6-4.

Women
First Round

Marina Erakovic, New Zealand, def. 
Shelby Rogers, United States, 6-2, 6-2.

Kurumi Nara, Japan, def. Zarina Diyas, 
Kazakhstan, 3-6, 6-2, 4-0, retired.

Kristina Mladenovic, France, def. Tay-
lor Townsend, United States, 6-3, 6-4.

Bojana Jovanovski, Serbia, def. Sorana 
Cirstea (8), Romania, 4-6, 7-5, 6-3.

Doubles
Men

First Round
Sam Groth, Australia, and Leander 

Paes, India, def. Jeremy Chardy, France, 
and Robert Lindstedt, Sweden, 6-1, 7-6 
(4).

Steve Johnson and Sam Querrey, 
United States, def. Eric Butorac, United 
States, and Raven Klaasen, South Africa, 
7-6 (3), 7-6 (4).

Alexander Peya, Austria, and Bruno 
Soares (2), Brazil, def. Treat Huey, Phil-
ippines, and Dominic Inglot, Britain, 7-5, 
7-6 (5).

Ivan Dodig, Croatia, and Marcelo 
Melo, Brazil, def. Rohan Bopanna, India, 
and Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi, Pakistan, 4-6, 
7-6 (8), 10-8.

Jean-Julien Rojer, Netherlands, and 
Horia Tecau, Romania, def. Julien Ben-
neteau and Michael Llodra, France, 7-6 
(7), 6-3.

Bob and Mike Bryan (1), United States, 
def. Jared Donaldson and Stefan Kozlov, 
United States, 7-5, 6-0.

Women
First Round

Liga Dekmeijere, Latvia, and Nicole 
Melichar, United States, def. Alize Cor-
net, France, and Kirsten Flipkens, Bel-
gium, 6-2, 5-7, 10-4.

Quarterfinals
Shuko Aoyama, Japan, and Gabriela 

Dabrowski (2), Canada, def. Irina Falconi 
and Keri Wong, United States, 6-2, 6-2.

Jocelyn Rae and Anna Smith, Britain, 
def. Cara Black, Zimbabwe, and Sania 
Mirza (1), India, 6-4, 6-3. 

bet-at-home Cup
Wednesday

At Mercedes-Benz Sportpark Kitzbuehel
Kitzbuehel, Austria

Purse: $573,000 (WT250)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
Second Round

Maximo Gonzalez, Argentina, def. Al-
bert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, 6-4, 6-4.

Lukas Rosol (3), Czech Republic, def. 
Andreas Haider-Maurer, Austria, 6-3, 7-6 
(4).

Doubles
Quarterfinals

Daniele Bracciali, Italy, and Andrey 
Golubev, Kazakhstan, lead Mate Pavic, 
Croatia, and Andre Sa, Brazil, 6-3, 1-1, 
susp., rain.

AP sportlight
Aug. 1

1936 — The Olympic Games open in 
Berlin. The opening ceremonies are pre-
sided over by Adolf Hitler.

1945 — New York’s Mel Ott hits his 
500th home run in a 9-2 victory over the 
Boston Braves at the Polo Grounds. Only 
Babe Ruth with 714 and Jimmie Foxx with 
527 have more.

1972 — Nate Colbert of the San Diego 
Padres drives in 13 runs in a double-
header sweep of the Atlanta Braves 9-0 
and 11-7.

1987 — Mike Tyson wins the undis-
puted heavyweight championship with 
a 12-round unanimous decision over IBF 
champion Tony Tucker in Las Vegas.

1990 — Arkansas jumps to the South-
eastern Conference, severing its 76-year 
tie to the troubled Southwest Confer-
ence.

 2010 — Yani Tseng of Taiwan makes 
a 6-foot putt on the 18th hole to win the 
Women’s British Open by one stroke 
over Katherine Hull of Australia. It’s the 
21-year-old Tseng’s third major title and 
second of the year to go along with the 
Kraft Nabisco. 

Golf

Champions Tour statistics
Through July 27

Scoring Average (Actual)
1, Bernhard Langer, 68.20. 2, Jay Haas, 

68.47. 3, Colin Montgomerie, 69.00. 4, Fred 
Couples, 69.50. 5, Kirk Triplett, 69.76. 6, 
Kenny Perry, 69.83. 7, Joe Durant, 69.95. 
8, Tom Lehman, 70.00. 9, Michael Allen, 
70.02. 10, Bart Bryant, 70.05.

Driving Distance
1, John Riegger, 292.5. 2, Fred Couples, 

291.8. 3, Kenny Perry, 287.7. 4, Doug Gar-
wood, 287.0. 5, Sandy Lyle, 282.1. 6, Duffy 
Waldorf, 281.3. 7, Billy Andrade, 280.2. 8, 
Marco Dawson, 279.4. 9, Wes Short, Jr., 
278.8. 10, Tom Pernice Jr., 278.1.

Driving Accuracy Percentage
1, Joe Durant, 81.75%. 2, Jeff Hart, 

80.41%. 3, Fred Funk, 80.36%. 4, Morris 
Hatalsky, 79.40%. 5, Tom Watson, 79.12%. 
6, Bob Gilder, 78.99%. 7, Mark McNulty, 
78.57%. 8, Wayne Levi, 77.83%. 9, Hale Ir-
win, 77.65%. 10, Olin Browne, 77.47%.

Greens in Regulation Percentage
1, Bernhard Langer, 79.17%. 2, Tom 

Lehman, 79.12%. 3, Joe Durant, 75.93%. 4, 
Kenny Perry, 75.46%. 5, Jay Haas, 75.35%. 
6, Steve Pate, 74.69%. 7, Russ Cochran, 
74.17%. 8, Fred Couples, 74.07%. 9, Jeff 
Sluman, 73.36%. 10, John Cook, 73.33%.

Total Driving
1, Joe Durant, 19. 2, Bernhard Langer, 

25. 3, Tom Lehman, 32. 4, Russ Cochran, 
35. 5 (tie), John Riegger and Scott Dun-
lap, 50. 7 (tie), Tom Watson and Michael 
Allen, 52. 9, Bart Bryant, 54. 10, Marco 
Dawson, 56.

Putting Average
1, Jay Haas, 1.712. 2, Fred Couples, 

1.717. 3, David Frost, 1.721. 4, Mark Mc-
Nulty, 1.729. 5, Bernhard Langer, 1.731. 6, 
Michael Allen, 1.737. 7, Colin Montgom-
erie, 1.741. 8, Kirk Triplett, 1.749. 9, Jeff 
Sluman, 1.750. 10, Mark O’Meara, 1.751.

Birdie Average
1, Bernhard Langer, 5.02. 2, Fred Cou-

ples, 4.73. 3, Colin Montgomerie, 4.39. 4, 
Jay Haas, 4.36. 5, Kenny Perry, 4.13. 6, Mi-
chael Allen, 4.04. 7, Kirk Triplett, 4.03. 8, 4 
tied with 4.00.

Eagles (Holes per)
1, Kirk Triplett, 84.9. 2, Mark O’Meara, 

87.8. 3, Tom Watson, 94.5. 4 (tie), Fred 
Couples and Joe Durant, 99.0. 6, Kenny 
Perry, 102.9. 7 (tie), Steve Pate and Nick 
Price, 132.0. 9, Tom Pernice Jr., 135.0. 10, 2 
tied with 144.0.

Sand Save Percentage
1, Jay Haas, 69.57%. 2, Brad Faxon, 

67.24%. 3, Chien Soon Lu, 64.71%. 4, Duffy 
Waldorf, 61.82%. 5, Brian Henninger, 
60.61%. 6, Willie Wood, 60.34%. 7, Bobby 
Clampett, 60.00%. 8, Jim Gallagher, Jr., 
58.33%. 9, Wes Short, Jr., 57.14%. 10, Co-
rey Pavin, 56.00%.

All-Around Ranking
1, Jay Haas, 90. 2, Tom Lehman, 106. 3, 

Fred Couples, 127. 4, Bernhard Langer, 
129. 5, Kenny Perry, 132. 6, Jeff Sluman, 
146. 7, Colin Montgomerie, 149. 8, Bart 
Bryant, 153. 9, Joe Durant, 157. 10, Kirk 
Triplett, 160.

Champions Tour
Charles Schwab Cup leaders

Through July 27
 Points Money
 1. Bernhard Langer 3,366 $2,308,380
 2. Colin Montgomerie 3,107 $1,892,273
 3. Jay Haas 1,480 $1,176,142
 4. Jeff Sluman 1,313 $1,046,257
 5. Kenny Perry 1,232 $921,400
 6. Kirk Triplett 847 $784,187
 7. Fred Couples 781 $819,609
 8. Tom Lehman 780 $771,115
 9. Gene Sauers 756 $542,375
10. Tom Watson 744 $428,017
11. Tom Pernice Jr. 727 $764,959
12. Michael Allen 703 $863,536
13. Russ Cochran 690 $662,855
14. David Frost 688 $594,220
15. Joe Durant 623 $361,730
16. Mark Calcavecchia 530 $455,793
17. Marco Dawson 446 $320,255
18. Bart Bryant 428 $476,883
19. Duffy Waldorf 415 $570,684
20. Woody Austin 402 $200,762
21. Jeff Maggert 392 $377,191
22. Miguel A. Jimenez 390 $330,176
23. Scott Dunlap 388 $349,623
24. Olin Browne 379 $457,133
25. Rocco Mediate 344 $416,243
26. Fred Funk 328 $585,882
27. Mark O’Meara 308 $404,311
28. Mark Brooks 304 $326,287
29. Bill Glasson 264 $330,525
30. Barry Lane 262 $185,925
30. Rick Gibson 262 $131,192
32. Doug Garwood 261 $348,796
33. Mark McNulty 256 $304,580
34. Steve Pate 250 $504,380
35. Vijay Singh 246 $122,988
36. Billy Andrade 221 $350,357
36. Bob Tway 221 $253,067
38. Corey Pavin 209 $251,220
39. Esteban Toledo 175 $417,372
40. Chien Soon Lu 165 $292,928
41. Peter Senior 158 $282,513
41. John Cook 158 $244,019
43. Jeff Hart 151 $241,467 
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BY JAY PARIS

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Keenan Allen 
really did think about quitting last 
summer.

“It was just a thought,” the San 
Diego Chargers’ top wide receiver 
said. “But it was tough.”

Allen was referring to his initial 
training camp, when the third-
round pick from California could 
do little right. He heard often 
from coach Mike McCoy, and it 
was mostly for what Allen wasn’t 
doing.

His mistakes compounded, he 
didn’t play in the season opener 
and Allen considered ending an 
NFL career before it really got 
started.

“Last year I wasn’t real com-
fortable in camp,” Allen said. 
“It was tough getting over to the 
coach’s good side. Being a rookie, 
he was just talking down to you 
every time but that was just part 
of the game. But the plays didn’t 
feel comfortable and it was hard 
to get the terminology down.”

Allen rebounded and compiled 
one of the most impressive rookie 
seasons in Chargers history. He 
set franchise rookie marks in re-
ceptions (71) and receiving yards 
(a team-high 1,046). He led all 
NFL rookies in catches, yards and 
touchdown receptions (eight).

McCoy’s tough love paid off.
“It took him some time last year 

to get adjusted to the pro game and 
practice the way he should with 
the talent he has,” McCoy said 
after Saturday’s workout.

Now Allen is a big cog in the 
Chargers’ offense.

“I had a good year last year,” 
Allen said. “And I’m going to get a 
lot of attention this year. But with 
Malcom (Floyd) over there, teams 
aren’t going to be able to double-

team me.”
When Floyd suffered a sprained

neck Sept. 15 at Philadelphia, that
opened the door for the 6-foot-2,
211-pound Allen. He responded in
a way few thought possible after
an uneven training camp and 
mediocre showings in preseason 
games.

“Ever since the Philadelphia
game he hasn’t skipped a beat,”
McCoy said.

With Floyd sidelined, Allen’s
role quickly expanded.

“He is sort of like a veteran now
because he was thrown into the 
fire last year,” Floyd said.

Floyd’s return takes some pres-
sure off Allen. However, Allen is
now known commodity, unlike last 
year when he battled for early sea-
son snaps and quarterback Philip
Rivers’ attention.

“I just want to come out, get bet-
ter every day and don’t take any
step backward,” Allen said. “Just 
stay consistent and keep building 
that chemistry with Philip.”

Allen is focusing on his burst 
and said he’s added a few pounds 
as well,

“I really attacked my speed this
offseason and I’m just trying to get 
quicker off the ball,” Allen said. “I
want to be a deep threat. ... I just 
want to build off last year and be 
the best I can be.” 

Chargers’ wide receiver considered quitting as a rookie

Tough love works for Allen

LENNY IGNELZI/AP 

San Diego Chargers wide receiver Keenan Allen hauls in a long pass in seven-on-seven drills during a 
July 24 practice at the team’s training camp in San Diego.

BY JIM HAGUE

The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 
— New York Giants running back 
David Wilson will not practice for 
the rest of the week and is out for 
Sunday’s Hall of Fame game after 
suffering what the team called a 
“burner” in practice on Tuesday.

Late in Tuesday afternoon’s 
practice, Wilson took a short pass 
from backup quarterback Curtis 
Painter and ran with his head 
down into the back of reserve 
guard Eric Herman.

Soon after, Wilson was taken off 
the field by an assistant trainer.

After practice, Giants coach 
Tom Coughlin said that Wilson 
suffered a “burner.”

Wilson underwent fusion sur-
gery to repair vertebrae and 
a herniated disc in his neck in 
January.

He had just received clear-
ance to return to full action when 
the Giants began training camp 
last week before the most recent 
injury.

On Wednesday morning, on the 
team’s scheduled day off from 
training camp, a team spokesman 
said that Wilson underwent tests 
at the Hospital for Special Sur-
gery and that the 23-year-old for-
mer first-round selection would 
not practice for the remainder of 
the week.

Wilson will also not play when 
the Giants face the Buffalo Bills 
in the first preseason game of the 
year, the Hall of Fame Game in 
Canton, Ohio, on Sunday night.

According to team spokesman 
Pat Hanlon, Wilson will be “ex-
amined and evaluated” by Dr. 
Frank Cammisa of the Hospital 
for Special Surgery on Monday.

Cammisa, the chief of spine 
services at HSS, was the special-
ist who performed the fusion sur-
gery on Wilson on Jan. 16.

Wilson is entering his third sea-
son after the Giants selected him 
in the first round (32nd overall) 
of the 2012 draft out of Virginia 
Tech.

He had a solid rookie season, 
rushing for 358 yards and scor-
ing four touchdowns, while gain-
ing 1,533 yards in kickoff returns, 
including a 97-yard return for a 
score.

In a game against the New Or-
leans Saints, Wilson set a team 
record for all-purpose yards, ac-
cumulating 327 yards in a 52-27 
win.

Wilson returned four kickoffs 
for 227 yards, including a 97-
yarder for a touchdown, while 

rushing for 100 yards on 13 car-
ries and two more touchdowns. 
He became the first player in 
NFL history to have 200 kick re-
turn yards and 100 yards rushing 
in the same game.

Wilson did not have a success-
ful second season. After being 
counted on to be the team’s No. 1 
running back, Wilson rushed for 
only 146 yards on 44 carries (3.3 
yards per rush) and lost three 
fumbles.

He left the game against Phil-
adelphia Oct. 6 with what was 
first believed to be a “stinger,” 
but was later diagnosed as being 
spinal stenosis, ending his season 
and forcing the January fusion 
surgery.

The surgery was believed to 
be career-threatening at that 
time, but Wilson, who claimed he 
never felt any pain at all through 
the process, was determined to 
return.

“I was staying positive and not 
hearing any of that,” Wilson said 
earlier this year. “It was weird, 
because it was hard to worry 
because I felt nothing. I did my 
research, weighed the pros and 
cons, and had the surgery. But I 
never felt any pain.”

‘Burner’ sidelines 
Giants RB Wilson

LENNY IGNELZI/AP

San Diego Chargers wide 
receiver Keenan Allen set team 
rookie marks in receptions and 
receiving yards. He also led all 
NFL rookies in catches, yards 
and touchdowns last season.

BILL KOSTROUN/AP 

New York Giants running back 
David Wilson had just received 
clearance to return to full action 
when the Giants began training 
camp last week following fusion 
surgery in January to repair 
vertebrae and a herniated disc in 
his neck. 
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BY JOSH DUBOW

The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif.

Ray Guy built a Hall of 
Fame career of mak-
ing other people wait.

Those anxious sec-
onds for punt returners awaiting his 

booming kicks were nothing compared to 
the more than two decades Guy had to en-

dure before finally getting the call that he was 
elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

The seemingly interminable wait will come 
to an end Saturday in Canton, Ohio, when Guy 

gets to put on the Hall of Fame blazer for 
the first time as he becomes the 
first true punter to get inducted 
into the exclusive club.
As much as Guy wanted person-

ally to be a Hall of Famer, he also wanted it 
for his position, which he believed got disre-
spected every time he was passed over for the 
honor.

“That kind of bothered me because they 
were saying that’s not a positon, it doesn’t take 
an athlete to do that, it’s not important,” Guy 
said. “That’s what really got under my skin. It 
wasn’t so much whether I did or didn’t. I wish 
somebody had. It was just knowing that they 
didn’t care. That’s what kind of frosted me a 
little bit.”

Guy was a finalist seven times starting in 
1992 without being voted in and didn’t even 
make it that far countless others, leaving him 
to wonder if the call would ever come. He final-
ly got in as a senior’s nominee this year, joining 
placekicker Jan Stenerud as the only kickers in 
the Hall.

Guy is the perfect 
player for the honor be-
cause he is credited with 
revolutionizing the posi-
tion after being the only 
punter  taken in the first 
round when Raiders 
owner Al Davis took him 
23rd overall in 1973.

His kicks went so high 
that one that hit the Su-
perdome scoreboard 90 
feet above the field in 
a Pro Bowl helped put 
“hang time” into the 
football vernacular. His 
ability to pin the oppo-
nent deep with either 
high kicks or well-po-
sitioned ones was a key 
part of the success for 
the great Raiders teams 
of the 1970s and 80s.

“It was something that 
was given to me. I don’t 
know how,” he said. “I’m 
really blessed in that 
category. It’s something 
I really appreciate and I 
advanced it and I made 
it into something great.”

Guy’s statistics look somewhat pedestrian 
compared to today’s punters. His career aver-
age of 42.4 yards per kick ranks 61st all-time 
and his net average of 32.2 yards (excluding 
his first three seasons when the statistic wasn’t 
kept by the NFL) isn’t even in the top 100. Yet, 
he still is considered by many as the best to 
ever play the position and is widely respected 

in the fraternity of punters, including about 20 
who plan to attend the induction.

“He should be first because he played his po-
sition in an outstanding manner in his era, and 
more important than that, he brought great 
notoriety to the position,” said Sean Landetta,
an NFL punter for 22 seasons. “You’re talking
about the Hall of Fame and the most famous
punter is Ray Guy.”

Guy also earned the respect of his team-
mates on the Raiders, who considered him
much more than a specialist and a key compo-
nent on three Super Bowl champions with his
ability to change field position every time he
kicked the ball.

“It should not have taken this long to rec-
ognize him,” former Raiders defensive back 
George Atkinson said. “He was quite a weapon
for us. Not only could he get the ball up high with
hang time, but he also had great placement.”

Those are some of the reasons why Davis 
bucked conventional wisdom and took Guy 
out of Southern Mississippi in 1973. One of the 
sad byproducts of Guy’s long wait to get into 
the Hall of Fame is that one his biggest back-
ers, Davis, won’t be there to see it. The former 
Raiders owner died in 2011. Guy also said he 
will be emotional thinking of his deceased par-
ents and his college coach, P.W. Underwood.

With Davis not there, Guy has chosen his
Hall of Fame coach, John Madden, to intro-
duce him. Guy also said it is comforting to
know that Davis’ wife, Carol, and son, Mark,
will be in the audience, along with many of his
former teammates.

“That will make it a little bit easier, but the
leader won’t be there,” he said. “But he will be.
All he’s gonna say is, ‘Just win, baby.’ ”

Guy’s long wait for Hall of Fame comes to an end

BY CHARLES ODUM

The Associated Press

ATLANTA

Claude Humphrey wishes 
he could have made the 
Pro Football Hall of 
Fame “a long time ago 

where I could have actually en-
joyed it more.”

Even so, there’s a bonus for 
Humphrey, the former  defensive 
end for the Atlanta Falcons and 
Philadelphia Eagles. Now that he’s 
70, it’s the perfect time for Hum-
phrey’s 12-year-old grandson to 
savor the honor with him.

Humphrey’s daughter, Chey-
enne Humphrey-Robinson, will 
make the introductory speech at 
the ceremony. Sitting in the audi-
ence will be her son, Archie Rob-
inson Jr.

“I couldn’t go without my wing-
man,” Humphrey said.

“It’s a legacy for my only grand-
son. He gets a chance to learn a lit-
tle something about his granddad. 
It’s something I don’t have to tell 
him. Other people can tell him. He 
won’t think I’m telling him a lie.”

The young Robinson will learn 
Humphrey was one of the game’s 
most feared pass rushers dur-
ing a career that began in 1968 
and spanned three decades, in-
cluding the 1979-81 seasons in 
Philadelphia.

Humphrey is credited with 94 1⁄2 

‘I couldn’t go without my wingman’
Humphrey to savor HOF induction with grandson

sacks for a loss of 757 yards for the 
Falcons from 1968-78. Each total 
is a team record, but because sacks 
weren’t officially recorded until 
1982, Humphrey is convinced 
the numbers 
should be 
higher.

“Before 
they started 
keeping 
records of 
sacks, man, 
I was getting 
sacks left and 
right,” he 
said. “That 
statistic they 
have has got 
to be wrong. ... The thing about 
me, I didn’t care so much about 
getting the sack. A sack was just 
a tackle back then. Tackling the 
quarterback or tackling the ball-
carrier on a running play was all 
the same.”

Humphrey is only the second 
player drafted by the Falcons to 

NFL PHOTOS/AP

 Defensive end Claude Humphrey, shown here in a 1978 photo 
moving in on Los Angeles Rams quarterback Pat Haden, played 13 
seasons in the NFL with the Atlanta Falcons and Philadelphia Eagles.

make the Hall, following Deion 
Sanders.

“Having Claude in is great be-
cause he represents the old guys,” 
said longtime Falcons linebacker 
Greg Brezina, who was a rookie 
with Humphrey in 1968.

“He was a great athlete. One of 
the best things about him was his 
winning attitude. He was a team 
player and, of course, he’s prob-

ably one of the best defensive ends 
that there was out there. It’s just 
a shame he played so long with 
a team that didn’t win much. He 
didn’t get the recognition.”

By the Falcons’ count, Hum-
phrey set a career high with 15 
sacks in 1976. STATS doesn’t list 
his sacks because the records are 
incomplete.

That’s OK with Humphrey, who 
wants to be remembered as more 
than a sacks specialist.

“The thing about my career is 
I just didn’t concentrate on sack-
ing the quarterback,” Humphrey 
said. “I concentrated on being the 
total football player. Like batting 
the balls. Now it’s considered a 
‘hurry,’ but back then it was just 
a batted ball. I would always be 
in competition with the defensive 
backs to see if I could get as many 
batted balls as they got.”

Falcons coach Mike Smith re-
members Humphrey as “an all-
around defensive end who could 
single-handedly wreck the game.”

“I remember Claude really be-
fore they had pass-rush specialists 
and all that,” Smith said, adding 
Humphrey posted two five-sack 
games with Atlanta.

“It speaks volumes of what kind 
of player he is,” Smith said.

Humphrey temporarily retired 
after four games in 1978 — miss-
ing his only chance at the playoffs 
with Atlanta. He returned with 

the Eagles and finally reached the 
Super Bowl in the 1980 season, 
when he had 14 1⁄2 sacks.

The Eagles lost to the Raiders in 
Super Bowl XV, but at least Hum-
phrey had his long-awaited chance 
to play in the biggest game after so 
many losing seasons in Atlanta.

“It was the most exciting thing
that could have ever happened
to me,” he said. “I went to Phila-
delphia to try to get on a winning 
team and experience what I ex-
perienced in college at Tennessee 
State. We were national champi-
ons two years in a row.” 

Ray Guy, 
selected in 
the first 
round of 
the NFL 
Draft in 
1973 
by the 
Oakland 
Raiders, 
is the 

first true 
punter to 
be inducted 

into the Pro 
Football Hall 
of Fame.
AP

Hall of Fame
induction
ceremony
AFN-Sports

1 a.m. Sunday CET
8 a.m. Sunday JKT

Guy

Humphrey
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NFL

St. Louis’ Aeneas Williams celebrates breaking up a pass against San Francisco on 
Dec. 9, 2001 in St. Louis. Williams spent most of his pro career on bad teams, but 
made it to the Super Bowl after being traded to the Rams in 2001.

BILL BOYCE/AP

BY BOB BAUM

The Associated Press

PHOENIX

Aeneas Williams spent most 
of his NFL career on bad 
teams.

But that didn’t prevent him 
from pursuing excellence, becom-
ing one of the best cornerbacks in the 
league and earning a spot in the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame.

In his 10 seasons with Arizona, the 
Cardinals had one winning season.

But despite that, he either led or 
shared the NFL lead in interceptions 
three times and made six Pro Bowls. 
Williams never missed a game and 
started all but one. He had a streak of 
157 consecutive starts.

And he never let the poor play 
around him affect his performance.

“Just refuse to become a loser even 
though we weren’t winning a whole lot 
of games,” Williams said.

He finally made it to the playoffs 
with the Cardinals in 1998, then inter-
cepted two passes as Arizona stunned 
the Cowboys in Dallas in the first 
round.

“I really saw the makings of what 

the current (Cardinals) organization 
is experiencing now,” Williams said.

But the Cardinals slipped back into 
their inept ways and, after a decade 
in the desert, Williams left to join a 
winner.

On draft day of 2001, the Cardinals 
traded him to St. Louis for draft picks.

 He started at left cornerback, help-
ing transform a woeful Rams defense, 
and St. Louis reached the Super Bowl, 
where it lost to Tom Brady and the 
New England Patriots 20-17.

 Williams had 55 interceptions, in-
cluding eight seasons with at least 
four. He made the Hall of Fame in his 
third time as a finalist.

 He carries with him a congratula-
tory note he got from Jay Zygmunt, 
former Rams president of football 
operations.

Williams read it aloud, his voice 
cracking a bit with emotion.

Zygmunt started by saying he had 
been associated with many great play-
ers in his 27 years with the Rams.

“You’re at the top of that list with 
your incredible play,” Williams read. 
“But your exemplary life as a man 
even surpasses your performance and 
accomplishments on the field.”

Taking the bad
with the good

Playing on struggling teams only
made Williams stand out more
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BY ANDREW SELIGMAN

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — As he watched 
the BCS championship game last 
season, Michigan State quarter-
back Connor Cook could not help 
but wonder:

What if a playoff system were 
in place? Would the Spartans be 
playing for the biggest prize?

No need to wonder anymore. 
The old BCS system is out. A 
four-team playoff to determine 
a national champion is being im-
plemented this season, and that 
could open some more opportuni-
ties for the Big Ten and the other 
four power conferences.

“Hopefully, this will give ev-
eryone an equal opportunity to 
play for a national championship, 
which everyone wants,” Cook said 
Tuesday as the Big Ten wrapped 
up its two-day media event.

It was a chance the Spartans 
would have loved last season.

They went 13-1, beat Ohio State 
in the Big Ten championship 
game and knocked off Stanford to 
capture the Rose Bowl. But when 
the BCS matchup arrived, it was 
Florida State taking on Auburn.

“You’re watching Auburn and 
Florida State and [thinking], ‘You 
know what? If we were playing 
either one of these teams, we feel 
like we could have won,’ ” Cook 
said.

The last Big Ten team to win a 
national championship was Ohio 
State in 2002, and no one from 
the conference has played for 
one since the 2007 season, when 
the Buckeyes lost their second 
straight BCS title game.

Michigan State comes into this 
season with big goals. So does 
Ohio State after going 24-2 over-
all and 16-0 in regular-season 

conference play its first two years 
under coach Urban Meyer, but 
it’s not just the traditional pow-
erhouses. Competitive programs 
that aren’t quite marquee names 
see an opportunity now that a 
playoff system is in place.

How about a national champi-

onship for Northwestern at some 
point? To coach Pat Fitzgerald, 
that’s now a possibility and his 
reasoning goes beyond unbridled 
enthusiasm.

He sees a more even field and 
a bigger opportunity for his pro-
gram under the new system. A 
big reason is the initial Top 25 
released by the selection com-
mittee in late October will be 
based solely on performance to 
that point. The BCS Top 25 was 
released around the same time, 
but it incorporated the coaches 
and Harris polls, which had pre-
season rankings. That, in turn, 
might have skewed the strength 
of schedule component.

“Up until this year, I don’t know 
if we did [have a shot],” Fitzger-
ald said. “I don’t know if we did. 

I’m not sexy. We’re not sexy, you 
know? Our fans don’t click on web-
sites enough, on dot-com sites. All 
that nonsense is gone. It’s all gone, 
and I’m not saying the BCS was 
bad. You’ve got to win, period, and 
I like it. I think everybody in this 
room should feel real confident 
that if you win the Big Ten cham-
pionship game with a competitive 
schedule [you’ll be in the playoff]. 
And you’ve got to win now. Don’t 
think in any of these conferences 
that you’re going to be a nine-win 
conference champion or a 10-win 
conference champion and you’re 
going to be in the final four; it 
ain’t gonna happen.”

Under the new system, Fitzger-
ald said, strength of schedule 
becomes a more fluid element. 
Playing an opponent that is un-

expectedly struggling could hurt 
it. Then again, a team on the rise 
might give it a boost. And what 
about a team that’s short-handed
because of injuries?

“We play a team in November 
that may have won eight games
already but lost two or three of 
their star players in one of those
games, and now we beat them by 
three touchdowns,” Fitzgerald 
said. “Now, the narrative from 
you guys is Michigan didn’t have
A, B and C, that’s why Northwest-
ern won by three touchdowns.
That’s what’s going to be interest-
ing to me, how those things in-
fluence it as opposed to what the 
strength of your conference has
been in the past.”

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Conference favorites, underdogs 
excited about playoff possibilities

Big Ten teams just looking for chance

PAUL BEATY/AP

Michigan State QB Connor Cook talks to the media during the Big Ten Football Media Day in Chicago on 
Monday. Cook is very much in favor of college football’s new four-team playoff. “Hopefully, this will give 
everyone an equal opportunity to play for a national championship, which everyone wants,” he said.
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It also creates some potential headaches 
for those who have — sometimes unexpect-
edly — more job openings leading into Au-
gust, not that coaches around the country 
have much sympathy.

LSU has lost 18 underclassmen to the 
draft over the past two years. Since the 
league’s title run began in 2007, the SEC 
has had nearly as many early departures 
drafted (109) as the next two leagues com-
bined. The Pacific-12 (57) and Atlantic 
Coast Conference (54) rank second and 
third, according to research by STATs, 
Inc.

The 49 first-round selections among un-
derclassmen during that span tops the Pac-
12, ACC and Big Ten combined (44).

The exodus can affect the quality of play 
at certain positions even with a new wave 
of four- and five-star recruits coming in 
annually around the SEC, which had its 
seven-year run of producing BCS champi-
ons halted by Florida State in January.

Alabama had three junior cornerbacks 
picked in the first round from 2010-2013, 

and a position of strength became a weak 
link last season with several young players 
thrust into big roles.

“I think we recruit a lot of good players 
in this league,” said Crimson Tide coach 
Nick Saban, who played 14 freshmen last 
season. “What it does for me, and what it 
does for our team, I guess is what I should 

say, is the players turn over more quickly 
so you play more players.

“It’s not that those players aren’t good 
players, but in some cases they might be 
playing a little bit before they’re ready to 
play.”

Alabama will have five-star freshmen 
Tony Brown and Marlon Humphrey vying 
for playing time at cornerback when camp 
starts.

The SEC has had 60 underclassmen 
enter the draft the past two years, count-
ing players who graduated but had eligi-
bility remaining. Not all have been hot 
commodities.

The latest group had six juniors picked 
in the first round and nine go undrafted, 
nearly one-third of the 28 SEC players who 
declared for the draft.

Former LSU and NFL defensive lineman 
Marcus Spears said the players leaving 
creates a big challenge in having enough 
depth to overcome injuries and other is-
sues, and forces coaches like Miles to plan 
ahead in recruiting.

“You have to be able to look out maybe 

a year or two years in advance and kind of 
start honing in on those guys that can come 
in and replace them and play right away,”
said Spears, now an analyst for the SEC 
Network. “When you lose those guys, it is a
huge void, especially those underclassmen 
that apply for the draft. Having guys in the 
stable is very important.”

The good news for newcomers: There
are plenty of opportunities for playing
time, partly because of players not sticking
around for senior seasons.

Some prospects are weighing their ca-
reer options long before they arrive on 
campus.

“I’ve had three (prospects), and these
guys are like 16 years old, they’re saying,
‘If I go out and don’t make it, you’re going
to put me back on scholarship if I want to 
come back, right?’ ” Saban said. “I’m say-
ing this guy just got his driver’s license and
he’s got this figured out already. ... But still
they’ve really minimized in some cases
their chances of being successful, having
a career as a football player.”

SEC: LSU has lost more underclassmen to draft than any other program over past 2 years

Big gains
Some of the players who should benefit 
from teammates leaving early for the NFL:
� Texas A&M quarterback Kyle Allen 
is competing to replace 2012 Heisman 
Trophy winner Johnny Manziel.
� LSU tailback Leonard Fournette, 
considered the nation’s top-rated prospect, 
should carve out a role for himself after 
Jeremy Hill and Alfred Blue both left with 
eligibility remaining.
� Alabama’s Cam Robinson is the 
apparent front-runner to replace left tackle 
Cyrus Kouandjio.

New system could 
have minuses, too

The new system prob-
ably won’t solve everything. 
There will be that fifth 
— and sixth, seventh or 
eighth — team that feels it 
deserves to be in the field.

For fans, travel could be 
an issue. If they go to the 
first playoff game, will they 
be able to afford a second 
trip? And if they decide to 
wait a round, their team 
might be eliminated.

The playoffs could also 
be a grind for the players, 
Ohio State coach Urban 
Meyer said. Ohio State 
could go from playing rival 
Michigan to the Big Ten 
title game, a semifinal and 
a national championship.

“That’s a tough road,” 
said Meyer, who’s in favor 
of the playoffs. “I think the 
teams that play a rival, then 
a championship game ... at 
Florida, we played FSU and 
then played the SEC cham-
pionship game, then played 
the title game. Now you add 
one more after that. I’m 
not sure you’ve got enough 
steam in the engine to fin-
ish that game.”

— The Associated Press
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MIAMI — As the Washington 
Nationals prepared to take the 
field with a three-run lead in the 
ninth, they braced themselves 
for another comeback bid by the 
feisty Miami Marlins.

This time the Nationals held on 
— barely. Drew Storen allowed 
two runs before securing the final 
out for his first save since August 
2013, and Washington averted a 
series sweep by snapping Miami’s 
six-game winning streak with a 
4-3 victory Wednesday.

“It’s not always going to be 
pretty,” Storen said. “It’s about 
getting it done. That’s all that 
matters.”

Manager Matt Williams decid-
ed to rest closer Rafael Soriano, 
who hasn’t pitched since he blew 
a three-run ninth-inning lead in 
Washington’s loss Monday. That 
left Storen to try to finish off the 
Marlins, who had won nine of 
their past 10 games to rejoin the 
playoff race.

“That’s a good team over 
there,” the Nationals’ Ian Des-
mond said. “In the dugout going 
out for the bottom of the ninth 
we were telling each other, ‘Hey, 
we’ve got to focus and finish this 
thing out.’ For a while we’ve seen 
the Marlins getting better. This 
series was evidence of that. That 
bottom of the ninth was evidence 
of that.”

NL RBI leader Giancarlo Stan-
ton led off the ninth with his 24th 
homer, and Adeiny Hechavarria 
doubled home a run. Storen re-
tired Reid Johnson on a forceout 
with two on for the final out.

“I was happy to see us come 
back and put some pressure on 
them,” Stanton said. “I really en-
visioned us tying that game up.”

Giants 7, Pirates 5: Reliever 
Jean Machi and San Francisco 
took advantage of a huge baser-
unning blunder by their visiting 
opponent, tagging out two run-
ners who wandered away on the 
same play and beating Pittsburgh 
to end a six-game losing streak 
that matched its longest of the 
season .

The Pirates, who had won three 
in a row, led 5-4 in the sixth when 
Chris Stewart drew a one-out 
walk with runners on second and 
third.

Machi (6-0) got the ball back 
from the catcher and noticed Tra-
vis Snider had left second base, 
thinking it was a bases-loaded 
walk. Machi threw to shortstop 
Brandon Crawford to trap Snider 
in a rundown. Crawford tagged 
out Snider, then threw to Machi to 
catch Gaby Sanchez in a rundown 
when he broke home from third. 
Machi tossed back to third base-
man Pablo Sandoval for the tag.

Justin Wilson (3-2) took the 
loss. Santiago Casilla, San Fran-
cisco’s fifth reliever after Tim 
Lincecum’s short start, earned 
his eighth save in 11 chances.

Indians 2, Mariners 0: Corey 
Kluber pitched a three-hitter for 
his first career shutout, outduel-
ing Felix Hernandez and leading
host Cleveland over Seattle.

 Hernandez gave up four hits in
seven innings. He has allowed two 
runs or fewer and pitched at least
seven innings in 14 consecutive
starts, a major league record. 

Rockies 6, Cubs 4: At Chicago, 
Brandon Barnes hit a tiebreaking
RBI single in the 10th inning for
Colorado .

Brewers 5, Rays 0: Yovani 
Gallardo gave up four hits in
seven innings and Martin Maldo-
nado equaled a career high with 
four RBIs as NL Central-leading
Milwaukee averted a three-game 
sweep by beating David Price
and Tampa Bay .

Astros 8, Athletics 1: Dallas
Keuchel pitched a four-hitter and 
Robbie Grossman homered to
cap a six-run first inning that sent
host Houston over Oakland. 

Tigers 7, White Sox 2: Max
Scherzer pitched seven impres-
sive innings and host Detroit 
scored six runs in the first inning 
to beat Chicago. 

Rangers 3, Yankees 2: Colby 
Lewis retired his final 13 batters
in seven strong innings as host
Texas clinched its first series vic-
tory in a month .

Mets 11, Phillies 2: Daniel
Murphy hit a three-run homer
to back up Zack Wheeler’s sixth
straight strong start as New York 
routed visiting Philadelphia.

The Mets sent 10 men to the 
plate in the seventh inning, scor-
ing five insurance runs off the
Philadelphia bullpen to take two 
of three in the series. Lucas Duda
homered and had three RBIs. 

Diamondbacks 5, Reds 4: At 
Cincinnati, Paul Goldschmidt hit
a two-run homer that kept Alfre-
do Simon winless since the All-
Star Game as Arizona held on to
take a series between two teams
struggling to score runs. 

Royals 3, Twins 2: Salvador 
Perez triggered a go-ahead rally
with a double in the sixth inning
and made several spectacular
plays behind the plate, helping
host Kansas City top Minnesota.

Jason Frasor (2-1) earned his
first win since arriving from
Texas by striking out Chris Cola-
bello to leave the bases loaded in
the sixth inning.

All-Star closer Greg Holland
survived two wild pitches that 
sent Eduardo Nunez to third base
by striking out Sam Fuld for his
28th save.

Phil Hughes (10-8) took the 
loss.

Padres 12, Cardinals 1: Rookie 
Jesse Hahn held St. Louis to one 
run and four hits in seven innings, 
and Jedd Gyorko and Will Venable 
each homered and drove in four 
runs to lead host San Diego. 

The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — The Oakland Athletics ac-
quired left-hander Jon Lester along with outfielder 
Jonny Gomes from the Boston Red Sox for slugging 
outfielder Yoenis Cespedes before Thursday’s trade 
deadline, in a deal confirmed by both teams.

The acquisition is yet another blockbuster deal by 
A’s general manager Billy Beane to win the Lester 
sweepstakes. Oakland, with the best record in base-
ball at 66-41, also receives cash from Boston. The 
Red Sox get a draft pick.

That wasn’t the only deal for either team.
The Red Sox also traded right-hander John Lackey 

to the St. Louis Cardinals for right-hander Joe Kelly 
and outfielder Allen Craig, a person with knowledge 
of the deal said.

The Athletics traded left-hander Tommy Milone 
to the Minnesota Twins for outfielder Sam Fuld.

The A’s announced the deal Thursday morning.
Lester is having an outstanding season with a 10-7 

record and a career-best 2.52 ERA in 21 starts. He’s 
allowed seven earned runs in his last eight games 
with 54 strikeouts and nine walks. But the Red Sox 
put him on the trading block because he can become 
a free agent after the season.

He was sought by many teams, including the 
Pittsburgh Pirates and the Los Angeles Dodgers. 
The 30-year-old, three-time All-Star originally was 
scheduled to start Wednesday night for the slump-
ing Red Sox, who instead scratched Lester ahead of 
the trade deadline.

 It’s unclear what day Lester would start. Sonny 
Gray (12-3) is scheduled for Friday, but manager 
Bob Melvin has discussed the idea of giving some 
pitchers extra days between outings to keep them 
fresh in the second half.

Beane believes in starting pitching depth, and the 
A’s sure have it. Lester joins Gray, Scott Kazmir and 
recently acquired Jeff Samardzija and Jason Ham-
mel, each dealt by the Chicago Cubs on July 4.

 The 28-year-old Cespedes won the past two Home 
Run Derby titles at the All-Star Game.

The Cuban left fielder is in the third season of 
a $36 million, four-year contract he signed before 
spring training in 2012. Cespedes is batting .256 
with 17 homers and 67 RBIs, 26 doubles and three 
triples.

Lackey was 11-7 with a 3.60 ERA as the No. 2 
starter in Boston’s rotation.

Fuld began the season with Oakland. The A’s liked 

Fuld coming out of spring training but designated 
him for assignment April 12. The Twins claimed 
him off waivers eight days later.

He and Gomes are likely to compete for time in 
left field in place of Cespedes . 

Nadal out of 2 events because of wrist

Rafael Nadal withdrew Wednesday from U.S. 
Open tuneups in Toronto and Cincinnati because 
of a right wrist injury, putting in doubt his status 
for a title defense at the year’s last Grand Slam 
tournament.

The second-ranked Nadal plays left-handed, but 
he uses a two-handed backhand.

He said in a statement issued by the Toronto tour-
nament that he injured himself Tuesday.

In a posting on Facebook, Nadal said he is “disap-
pointed” that he can’t play the next two weeks but 
adds, “I expect to be well for the U.S. Open.”

 The Toronto tournament begins Monday, and the 
Cincinnati tournament starts Aug. 11. Nadal won 
both of those events last year . 

In other tennis news:
� Two-time major champion Li Na pulled out 

of the U.S. Open on Thursday because of a knee 
injury which she said has bothered her for several 
months.

The only tennis player from China to win a Grand 
Slam singles title also withdrew from hard-court 
tournaments in Montreal and Cincinnati over the 
next two weeks. 

Cowboys sign OT Smith to extension

OXNARD, Calif. — Tyron Smith has a new con-
tract that will probably make him the most impor-
tant blocker for the next Dallas quarterback after 
Tony Romo.

The Pro Bowl left tackle signed an eight-year, $98 
million extension Wednesday that pushes the total 
value of his deal to $110 million over 10 years, lock-
ing him up through 2023.

The extension includes a $10 million signing 
bonus and $40 million in guaranteed money. Smith 
joins Romo as the only Cowboys with contracts val-
ued at more than $100 million. 

In other NFL news:
� Bengals cornerback Chris Lewis-Harris was 

suspended for two games Wednesday for violating 
the NFL’s substance abuse policy. 

Nationals hold on
to lead this time

A’s get Lester from dealing
Red Sox for OF Cespedes

Roundup

Briefl y

SPORTS BRIEFS/MLB

MICHAEL DWYER/AP

Jon Lester is headed to Oakland after the Red 
Sox dealt their ace to the A’s for outfielder Yoenis 
Cespedes. Lester is 10-7 and has a career-best 
2.52 ERA in 21 starts this year.  

TONY GUTIERREZ/AP

Slugger Yoenis Cespedes follows through on a 
home run against Texas on Saturday. Cespedes 
was traded to Boston for Jon Lester, the top 
pitcher on the market, and Jonny Gomes.
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MLB SCOREBOARD
American League

East Division
 W L Pct GB
Baltimore 60 46 .566 —
Toronto 59 50 .541  2A
New York 55 52 .514  5A
Tampa Bay 53 55 .491  8
Boston 48 60 .444 13

Central Division
Detroit 58 46 .558 —
Kansas City 54 52 .509  5
Cleveland 53 54 .495  6A
Chicago 52 56 .481  8
Minnesota 48 58 .453 11

West Division
Oakland 66 41 .617 —
Los Angeles 63 43 .594  2A
Seattle 55 52 .514 11
Houston 44 64 .407 22A
Texas 43 65 .398 23A

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Washington 58 47 .552 —
Atlanta 58 50 .537  1A
Miami 53 54 .495  6
New York 52 56 .481  7A
Philadelphia 47 61 .435 12A

Central Division
Milwaukee 60 49 .550 —
Pittsburgh 57 50 .533  2
St. Louis 56 50 .528  2A
Cincinnati 53 54 .495  6
Chicago 44 62 .415 14A

West Division
Los Angeles 61 47 .565 —
San Francisco 58 50 .537  3
San Diego 48 59 .449 12A
Arizona 47 61 .435 14
Colorado 44 63 .411 16A

Tuesday’s games
Baltimore 7, L.A. Angels 6, 12 innings
Seattle 5, Cleveland 2
Chicago White Sox 11, Detroit 4
Toronto 4, Boston 2
N.Y. Yankees 12, Texas 11
Minnesota 2, Kansas City 1
Oakland 7, Houston 4
Cincinnati 3, Arizona 0
Tampa Bay 5, Milwaukee 1
Philadelphia 6, N.Y. Mets 0
Miami 3, Washington 0
Chicago Cubs 4, Colorado 3, 16 innings
L.A. Dodgers 8, Atlanta 4
San Diego 3, St. Louis 1
Pittsburgh 3, San Francisco 1

Wednesday’s games
Milwaukee 5, Tampa Bay 0
Houston 8, Oakland 1
Baltimore 4, L.A. Angels 3
Cleveland 2, Seattle 0
Detroit 7, Chicago White Sox 2
Toronto 6, Boston 1
Texas 3, N.Y. Yankees 2
Kansas City 3, Minnesota 2
N.Y. Mets 11, Philadelphia 2
Arizona 5, Cincinnati 4
Washington 4, Miami 3
San Francisco 7, Pittsburgh 5
Colorado 6, Chicago Cubs 4, 10 innings
L.A. Dodgers 3, Atlanta 2, 10 innings
San Diego 12, St. Louis 1

Thursday’s games
Chicago White Sox at Detroit
L.A. Angels at Baltimore
Seattle at Cleveland
Minnesota at Kansas City
Toronto at Houston
Colorado at Chicago Cubs
St. Louis at San Diego
Philadelphia at Washington
Cincinnati at Miami
Pittsburgh at Arizona
Atlanta at L.A. Dodgers

Friday’s games
Seattle (Elias 8-8) at Baltimore 

(W.Chen 11-3)
Texas (Williams 2-4) at Cleveland 

(Salazar 3-4)
L.A. Angels (Shoemaker 8-3) at Tampa 

Bay (Hellickson 0-0)
N.Y. Yankees (Capuano 1-1) at Boston 

(Lackey 11-7)
Minnesota (Darnell 0-1) at Chicago 

White Sox (Sale 10-1)
Toronto (Happ 8-5) at Houston 

(McHugh 4-9)
Kansas City (Guthrie 6-9) at Oakland 

(Gray 12-3)
Philadelphia (R.Hernandez 5-8) at 

Washington (Fister 10-2)
Colorado (F.Morales 5-5) at Detroit 

(Verlander 9-9)
Cincinnati (Latos 2-3) at Miami (Ja.

Turner 4-6)
San Francisco (Vogelsong 5-8) at N.Y. 

Mets (Niese 5-6)
Milwaukee (W.Peralta 12-6) at St. Louis 

(Wainwright 13-5)
Pittsburgh (Volquez 8-7) at Arizona 

(Nuno 0-2)
Atlanta (Minor 4-6) at San Diego 

(Stults 3-13)
Chicago Cubs (Hendricks 1-1) at L.A. 

Dodgers (Haren 8-8)

Wednesday
Indians 2, Mariners 0

Seattle     Cleveland
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Ackley lf 4 0 0 0 Kipnis 2b 4 0 0 0
EnChvz rf 3 0 0 0 ACarer ss 4 0 0 0
Cano 2b 3 0 1 0 Brantly cf 3 0 0 0
KMorls dh 3 0 0 0 CSantn 1b 2 0 0 0
Seager 3b 3 0 1 0 Chsnhll 3b 3 1 1 0
Morrsn 1b 3 0 1 0 Swisher dh 3 1 2 0
Zunino c 3 0 0 0 DvMrp rf 3 0 0 0
BMiller ss 3 0 0 0 YGoms c 3 0 1 2
J.Jones cf 3 0 0 0 ChDckr lf 3 0 0 0
Totals 28 0 3 0 Totals 28 2 4 2
Seattle 000 000 000—0
Cleveland 000 020 00x—2

E—Dav.Murphy (2). DP—Cleveland 2. 
LOB—Seattle 1, Cleveland 4. 2B—Chisenhall 
(21), Y.Gomes (18). SB—Ch.Dickerson (2).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Seattle
F.Hernandez L,11-3 7 4 2 2 2 5
Beimel 1 0 0 0 0 0
Cleveland
Kluber W,11-6 9 3 0 0 0 8

T—2:10. A—14,863 (42,487).    

Royals 3, Twins 2
Minnesota     Kansas City
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
DaSntn cf 5 0 1 1 Aoki rf 4 0 0 0
Fuld lf 3 0 1 0 JDyson cf 0 0 0 0
Dozier 2b 3 0 1 0 Infante 2b 3 1 3 0
Wlngh dh 3 1 1 1 Hosmer 1b 4 0 0 0
Plouffe 3b 4 0 0 0 S.Perez c 4 1 1 1
KSuzuk c 3 0 0 0 AGordn lf 4 1 3 1
Colaell 1b 3 0 1 0 BButler dh 4 0 0 0
Arcia ph-rf 1 0 0 0 Mostks 3b 4 0 1 1
Parmel rf-1b 2 1 1 0 L.Cain cf-rf 3 0 0 0
Nunez ss 3 0 1 0 AEscor ss 3 0 1 0
Totals 30 2 7 2 Totals 33 3 9 3
Minnesota 010 000 100—2
Kansas City 000 003 00x—3

E—Nunez (5). LOB—Minnesota 9, Kan-
sas City 7. 2B—Parmelee (7), S.Perez 
(18), A.Gordon 2 (27), Moustakas (13). 
HR—Willingham (11). SB—Dozier (17), 
Willingham (1), A.Escobar (23). S—Fuld. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Minnesota
P.Hughes L,10-8 6 7 3 3 1 5
Pressly  C 1 0 0 0 0
Duensing  B 0 0 0 0 0
Swarzak 1 1 0 0 0 1
Kansas City
Duffy 5C 4 1 1 6 4
Frasor W,2-1  B 0 0 0 0 1
S.Downs 0 1 1 1 0 0
K.Herrera H,9 1 2 0 0 0 2
W.Davis H,19 1 0 0 0 0 2
G.Holland S,28-30 1 0 0 0 1 2

S.Downs pitched to 1 batter in the 
7th. WP—G.Holland 2. T—3:10. A—20,747 
(37,903).

Rangers 3, Yankees 2
New York     Texas
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Gardnr lf 4 1 1 1 Choo dh 4 1 1 0
Jeter ss 4 0 0 0 Andrus ss 4 1 1 1
Ellsury cf 4 1 1 1 Rios rf 1 0 0 0
Teixeir 1b 3 0 0 0 DRrtsn rf 2 0 0 0
Beltran dh 4 0 2 0 ABeltre 3b 4 1 2 1
Headly 3b 3 0 0 0 Adduci lf 4 0 2 0
Cervelli c 3 0 0 0 Arencii 1b 3 0 1 0
ZAlmnt rf 3 0 0 0 Rsles pr-1b 0 0 0 0
Ryan 2b 3 0 0 0 LMartn cf 3 0 1 1
     Chirins c 3 0 1 0
     Odor 2b 4 0 0 0
Totals 31 2 4 2 Totals 32 3 9 3
New York 101 000 000—2
Texas 300 000 00x—3

DP—New York 1. LOB—New York 4, 
Texas 9. 2B—Andrus (24). HR—Gardner 
(14), Ellsbury (9). SB—L.Martin (19). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
New York
Kuroda L,7-7 7 9 3 3 1 4
Huff 1 0 0 0 2 0
Texas
Lewis W,7-8 7 4 2 2 2 4
Cotts H,14 1 0 0 0 0 1
Feliz S,3-3 1 0 0 0 0 1

HBP—by Kuroda (Rios). WP—Kuroda 2. 
T—2:49. A—46,599 (48,114).    

Tigers 7, White Sox 2
Chicago     Detroit
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Eaton cf 4 0 2 0 AJcksn cf 5 0 1 0
AlRmrz ss 4 1 1 0 Kinsler 2b 4 1 1 0
JAreu 1b 4 0 1 0 MiCarr 1b 4 1 2 0
A.Dunn dh 4 1 1 1 VMrtnz dh 4 1 1 1
Viciedo rf 3 0 0 1 TrHntr rf 4 2 3 1
Gillaspi 3b 3 0 0 0 JMrtnz lf 3 1 2 1
GBckh 2b 3 0 0 0 Cstllns 3b 4 1 2 4
De Aza lf 3 0 2 0 Avila c 3 0 0 0
Flowrs c 2 0 0 0 AnRmn ss 4 0 1 0
Nieto c 1 0 0 0 
Totals 31 2 7 2 Totals 35 7 13 7
Chicago 000 000 101—2
Detroit 600 000 10x—7

DP—Chicago 3, Detroit 2. LOB—Chica-
go 4, Detroit 8. HR—A.Dunn (17), Castel-
lanos (7). SF—Viciedo. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Chicago
Noesi L,5-8 6 10 6 6 3 3
Surkamp 1 3 1 1 0 2
Rienzo 1 0 0 0 1 1
Detroit
Scherzer W,13-3 7 5 1 1 1 6
B.Hardy 1 1 0 0 0 1
Alburquerque 1 1 1 1 0 2

WP—Rienzo. T—2:49. A—37,193 (41,681).

Blue Jays 6, Red Sox 1
Toronto     Boston
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Reyes ss 3 2 1 0 B.Holt 1b 4 0 0 0
MeCarr lf 4 2 2 0 Victorn rf 2 0 0 0
StTllsn pr-3b 0 0 0 0 Nava ph-rf 2 0 0 0
Bautist 1b-rf 4 0 0 0 Pedroia 2b 4 0 2 0
DNavrr c 4 0 3 3 Napoli dh 4 0 1 0
JFrncs dh 3 0 1 2 JGoms lf 4 0 0 0
Reimld ph-dh 1 0 0 0 Drew ss 4 0 2 0
DJhnsn ph-dh 1 0 0 0 Bogarts 3b 4 1 2 0
ClRsms cf 5 0 0 0 BrdlyJr cf 4 0 0 0
Kawsk 3b 3 0 0 0 Vazquz c 3 0 1 1
Valenci 3b-1b 1 0 0 0 
Goins 2b 4 0 1 0 
Gose rf-lf 3 2 1 0 
Totals 36 6 9 5 Totals 35 1 8 1
Toronto 200 031 000—6
Boston 000 010 000—1

E—Workman (1), Bogaerts (16). DP—
Boston 1. LOB—Toronto 9, Boston 8. 2B—
Napoli (16), Drew (6), Bogaerts 2 (20), 
Vazquez (4). SB—Gose (11). S—Reyes. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Toronto
Buehrle W,11-7 6C 6 1 1 1 2
Loup 1B 1 0 0 0 2
McGowan 1 1 0 0 0 1
Boston
Workman L,1-4 5 4 5 2 4 2
Breslow 1 3 1 1 1 0
A.Miller 1 0 0 0 0 3
Badenhop 1 2 0 0 0 1
Uehara 1 0 0 0 0 1

T—2:48. A—38,203 (37,499).    

Mets 11, Phillies 2
Philadelphia     New York
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Revere cf 5 1 2 0 Grndrs rf 4 2 1 0
GSizmr lf 5 0 1 0 DnMrp 2b 5 2 3 3
Utley 2b 2 0 0 0 DWrght 3b 4 1 0 0
Brignc 2b 0 0 0 0 Flores 3b 0 0 0 0
Howard 1b 4 0 1 1 Duda 1b 5 2 2 3
Byrd rf 4 0 0 0 dArnad c 4 1 1 1
Asche 3b 4 0 1 0 CYoung lf 5 1 1 1
Nieves c 4 0 1 0 Lagars cf 5 1 3 0
ABlanc ss 3 0 1 0 Tejada ss 4 1 3 1
Kndrck p 2 0 0 0 ZaWhlr p 2 0 0 0
Rollins ph 1 1 1 1 Evelnd p 0 0 0 0
Hollnds p 0 0 0 0 Famili p 1 0 1 1
DeFrts p 0 0 0 0 CTorrs p 0 0 0 0
Aumont p 0 0 0 0 
DBrwn ph 0 0 0 0 
Totals 34 2 8 2 Totals 39 11 15 10
Philadelphia 000 010 100— 2
New York 000 040 52x—11

E—De Fratus (2). DP—New York 1. 
LOB—Philadelphia 11, New York 9. 2B—
Revere (9), Howard (11), Granderson 
(19), d’Arnaud (11). HR—Rollins (15), Dan.
Murphy (8), Duda (19). SB—Revere (29), 
Utley (5), Lagares (3). S—Za.Wheeler. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Philadelphia
K.Kendrick L,5-11 6 7 4 4 2 4
Hollands  B 2 3 3 1 0
De Fratus  C 3 2 0 0 2
Aumont 1 3 2 2 1 2
New York
Za.Wheeler W,6-8 6C 7 2 2 2 4
Eveland 0 0 0 0 1 0
Familia H,11 1B 0 0 0 0 1
C.Torres 1 1 0 0 2 0

Eveland pitched to 2 batters in the 
7th. HBP—by Eveland (Howard). WP—
K.Kendrick. PB—d’Arnaud. T—3:28. A—
37,647 (41,922).    

Rockies 6, Cubs 4 (10)
Colorado     Chicago
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Blckmn rf 5 0 3 1 Alcantr 2b 5 0 1 0
LeMahi 2b 5 0 0 0 Coghln lf 5 1 2 0
Arenad 3b 4 2 1 0 Rizzo 1b 5 0 2 0
Mornea 1b 5 0 2 1 SCastro ss 5 1 1 0
Stubbs cf 4 2 1 0 Valuen 3b 5 1 3 3
McKnr c 5 1 3 1 Lake cf 4 0 0 0
Barnes lf 5 0 1 1 Sweeny rf 4 1 3 0
Culersn ss 3 1 1 1 JoBakr c 4 0 1 1
BAndrs p 3 0 0 0 T.Wood p 2 0 1 0
Kahnle p 0 0 0 0 Grimm p 0 0 0 0
CDckrs ph 1 0 0 0 Ruggin ph 1 0 0 0
Scahill p 0 0 0 0 Schlittr p 0 0 0 0
Rosario ph 1 0 0 0 HRndn p 0 0 0 0
Ottavin p 0 0 0 0 Schrhlt ph 1 0 0 0
     Wrght p 0 0 0 0
Totals 41 6 12 5 Totals 41 4 14 4
Colorado 120 001 000 2—6
Chicago 000 011 020 0—4

E—Stubbs (5). DP—Colorado 3. 
LOB—Colorado 9, Chicago 7. 2B—Black-
mon (20), Arenado (23), Morneau (22), 
McKenry (6), Culberson (7), Sweeney 
(7), Jo.Baker (6). HR—Valbuena (8). SB—
Stubbs (12). CS—Coghlan (2). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Colorado
B.Anderson 7 11 2 2 0 9
Kahnle BS,2-2 1 1 2 0 0 2
Scahill W,1-0 1 1 0 0 0 1
Ottavino S,1-4 1 1 0 0 0 1
Chicago
T.Wood 6 8 4 4 2 11
Grimm 1 0 0 0 0 1
Schlitter 1 1 0 0 0 1
H.Rondon 1 1 0 0 0 1
W.Wright L,0-2 1 2 2 2 2 1

WP—W.Wright. T—3:27. A—29,491 
(41,072).    

Padres 12, Cardinals 1
St. Louis     San Diego
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
MCrpnt 3b 4 0 1 0 ECarer ss 3 1 1 0
SFrmn p 0 0 0 0 Amarst cf 5 3 3 0
Wong 2b 4 0 1 0 S.Smith lf 4 1 1 1
Hollidy lf 3 0 0 0 Nelsn ph-3b 1 0 1 0
Craig ph-lf 1 0 0 0 Grandl c 3 1 0 0
MAdms 1b 4 1 1 0 Solarte 3b-lf 5 1 4 2
JhPerlt ss 3 0 1 0 Gyorko 2b 5 2 3 4
Tavers rf 4 0 0 0 Alonso 1b 3 2 1 0
Bourjos cf 2 0 0 1 Venale rf 4 1 2 4
T.Cruz c 3 0 1 0 Hahn p 2 0 0 0
J.Kelly p 0 0 0 0 Francr ph 2 0 0 0
Descals ph 1 0 0 0 ATorrs p 0 0 0 0
CMrtnz p 0 0 0 0 Thayer p 0 0 0 0
Choate p 0 0 0 0 
Maness p 0 0 0 0 
M.Ellis ph-3b 1 0 1 0 
Totals 30 1 6 1 Totals 37 12 16 11
St. Louis 000 000 100— 1
San Diego 101 200 80x—12

DP—St. Louis 3, San Diego 1. LOB—St. 
Louis 5, San Diego 6. 2B—Ma.Adams (24), 
Amarista (9), S.Smith (22), Gyorko (6). 
3B—Alonso (1). HR—Gyorko (6), Venable 
(4). SB—Amarista (8). S—J.Kelly. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
St. Louis
J.Kelly L,2-2 5 7 4 4 1 5
C.Martinez 1B 3 2 2 1 2
Choate 0 1 2 2 1 0
Maness  C 3 4 4 1 0
S.Freeman 1 2 0 0 0 1
San Diego
Hahn W,7-2 7 4 1 1 2 3
A.Torres 1 2 0 0 0 0
Thayer 1 0 0 0 0 1

Choate pitched to 2 batters in the 
7th. HBP—by Maness (E.Cabrera). WP—
J.Kelly. PB—Grandal. T—3:10. A—30,973 
(42,302).    

Diamondbacks 5, Reds 4
Arizona     Cincinnati
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
DPerlt cf-lf 4 1 2 0 Heisey cf 4 0 1 0
A.Hill 2b 5 1 1 0 RSantg 2b-ss 4 1 1 0
Gldsch 1b 4 1 1 2 Frazier 3b 4 0 1 0
Trumo lf 3 0 0 1 Mesorc c 4 1 2 3
EDLRs p 0 0 0 0 Ludwck lf 4 0 1 0
A.Reed p 0 0 0 0 B.Pena 1b 3 1 1 0
Prado 3b 4 0 0 0 Schmkr rf-2b 3 0 1 1
GParra rf 3 1 2 0 Cozart ss 3 0 1 0
Gswsch c 3 0 0 0 Lutz ph-rf 1 0 0 0
Gregrs ss 4 1 2 2 Simon p 2 0 0 0
Miley p 3 0 0 0 Negron ph 1 0 1 0
EMrshl p 0 0 0 0 Hoover p 0 0 0 0
Ziegler p 0 0 0 0 Contrrs p 0 0 0 0
Inciart ph-cf 0 0 0 0 Partch p 0 0 0 0
     BHmltn ph 1 1 1 0
Totals 33 5 8 5 Totals 34 4 11 4
Arizona 000 002 012—5
Cincinnati 000 000 013—4

DP—Arizona 1. LOB—Arizona 7, Cin-
cinnati 10. 2B—Ludwick (15), Schumaker 
(11). 3B—D.Peralta (4). HR—Goldschmidt 
(19), Gregorius (4), Mesoraco (18). 
SB—Gregorius (3). CS—D.Peralta (2), 
R.Santiago (1). S—Heisey. SF—Trumbo. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Arizona
Miley W,7-7 6C 7 0 0 4 1
E.Marshall H,14  B 0 0 0 0 0
Ziegler H,27 1 2 1 1 1 0
E.De La Rosa  B 1 2 2 1 0
A.Reed S,26-31  C 1 1 1 0 1
Cincinnati
Simon L,12-6 7 6 2 2 1 2
Hoover 1 1 1 1 1 1
Contreras  B 1 2 2 3 0
Partch  C 0 0 0 0 1

T—3:02. A—26,332 (42,319).    

Dodgers 3, Braves 2 (10)
Atlanta     Los Angeles
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
BUpton cf 4 0 0 0 DGordn 2b 5 0 2 0
LaStell 2b 4 0 1 0 Puig cf 4 0 1 0
FFrmn 1b 4 0 0 0 AdGnzl 1b 5 0 0 0
J.Upton lf 4 1 3 1 HRmrz ss 3 0 0 0
Gattis c 4 1 1 0 Jansen p 0 0 0 0
CJhnsn 3b 4 0 0 0 Howell p 0 0 0 0
Hale p 0 0 0 0 JuTrnr ph 1 1 1 0
ASmns ss 4 0 1 1 Kemp rf 4 2 3 2
JSchafr rf 3 0 0 0 VnSlyk lf 3 0 0 0
A.Wood p 2 0 0 0 Crwfrd ph-lf 1 0 1 0
Gosseln ph 1 0 0 0 Uribe 3b 4 0 2 1
JWaldn p 0 0 0 0 A.Ellis c 3 0 1 0
R.Pena 3b 0 0 0 0 Greink p 2 0 0 0
     Ethier ph 1 0 0 0
     Rojas ss 0 0 0 0
Totals 34 2 6 2 Totals 36 3 11 3
Atlanta 010 000 001 0—2
Los Angeles 010 000 010 1—3

No outs when winning run scored. 
E—La Stella (3), Puig (2). DP—Atlanta 
1. LOB—Atlanta 6, Los Angeles 11. 2B—
J.Upton (25), Gattis (12). HR—J.Upton (19), 
Kemp (11). SB—B.Upton (18), D.Gordon 
(48), C.Crawford (13). CS—D.Gordon (11). 
S—R.Pena, Greinke. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Atlanta
A.Wood 7 6 1 1 2 8
J.Walden 1 2 1 1 2 3
Hale L,3-3 1 3 1 1 0 0
Los Angeles
Greinke 8 5 1 1 1 13
Jansen BS,4-35 1 1 1 1 0 0
Howell W,3-3 1 0 0 0 2 1

Hale pitched to 2 batters in the 10th. 
WP—Hale. T—3:25. A—47,386 (56,000). 

Giants 7, Pirates 5
Pittsburgh     San Francisco
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
JHrrsn 3b 5 1 1 2 Pence rf 5 0 1 0
GPolnc rf 4 0 1 0 BCrwfr ss 3 2 1 0
AMcCt cf 4 0 0 0 Posey 1b 5 1 1 0
NWalkr 2b 4 1 1 0 Sandovl 3b 4 2 2 1
I.Davis 1b 1 0 0 0 Morse lf 3 0 2 1
GSnchz ph-1b 0 0 0 0 J.Perez pr-lf 1 1 0 0
Snider lf 4 1 1 1 Panik 2b 4 1 1 1
Mercer ss 3 1 1 2 GBlanc cf 3 0 3 2
CStwrt c 2 0 1 0 Susac c 4 0 1 1
Morton p 1 1 0 0 Linccm p 2 0 0 0
JHughs p 0 0 0 0 JGutrrz p 0 0 0 0
Mrtnz ph 1 0 0 0 Colvin ph 1 0 0 0
JuWlsn p 0 0 0 0 J.Lopez p 0 0 0 0
JGomz p 0 0 0 0 Machi p 0 0 0 0
Frieri p 0 0 0 0 Arias ph 1 0 0 0
PAlvrz ph 1 0 0 0 Romo p 0 0 0 0
     Casilla p 0 0 0 0
Totals 30 5 6 5 Totals 36 7 12 6
Pittsburgh 012 200 000—5
San Francisco 301 000 21x—7

E—N.Walker (3), B.Crawford (16). DP—
Pittsburgh 1, San Francisco 1. LOB—Pitts-
burgh 5, San Francisco 11. 2B—N.Walker 
(15). HR—J.Harrison (9), Mercer (7). SB—
G.Polanco (7), Pence (10). CS—Snider (1). 
S—Mercer. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Pittsburgh
Morton 5 9 4 4 3 2
J.Hughes H,7 1 0 0 0 0 0
J.Wilson L,3-2 BS,2-2 1 2 2 1 1 1
J.Gomez  B 1 1 0 1 0
Frieri  C 0 0 0 0 1
San Francisco
Lincecum 3B 5 5 5 3 2
J.Gutierrez 1C 0 0 0 0 1
J.Lopez 0 0 0 0 1 0
Machi W,6-0 2 0 0 0 1 0
Romo H,2 1 0 0 0 1 1
Casilla S,8-11 1 1 0 0 0 1

J.Lopez pitched to 2 batters in the 6th. 
HBP—by Morton (G.Blanco). WP—Mor-
ton, Lincecum 2. PB—C.Stewart. T—3:24. 
A—42,272 (41,915).    

Astros 8, Athletics 1
Oakland     Houston
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
BBurns cf 4 0 0 0 Altuve 2b 4 0 1 0
Lowrie ss 4 0 1 0 KHrndz cf 5 1 1 0
Cespds lf 4 0 0 0 JCastro dh 3 1 1 0
Dnldsn dh 3 1 1 1 Krauss lf 4 1 0 1
DNorrs c 3 0 1 0 Singltn 1b 3 2 1 2
Moss 1b 4 0 1 0 MDmn 3b 4 1 1 1
Callasp 3b 3 0 0 0 Corprn c 3 1 1 1
Reddck rf 3 0 0 0 Grssmn rf 2 1 1 2
Punto 2b 2 0 0 0 G.Petit ss 4 0 1 0
Totals 30 1 4 1 Totals 32 8 8 7
Oakland 010 000 000—1
Houston 600 020 00x—8

E—B.Burns (1). DP—Houston 1. LOB—
Oakland 5, Houston 6. 2B—Lowrie (27), 
D.Norris (13). HR—Donaldson (23), Sin-
gleton (8), Grossman (4). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Oakland
Hammel L,0-4 4B 7 8 8 3 4
Cook  C 0 0 0 0 0
O’Flaherty 1 1 0 0 1 2
Abad 1 0 0 0 0 1
Gregerson 1 0 0 0 2 1
Houston
Keuchel W,10-7 9 4 1 1 3 5

T—2:35. A—17,637 (42,060).    

Orioles 4, Angels 3
Los Angeles     Baltimore
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Calhon rf 4 0 1 1 Markks rf 4 0 0 0
Trout cf 4 0 0 0 Machd 3b 4 1 1 0
Pujols 1b 4 0 0 0 A.Jones cf 4 1 2 2
JHmltn lf 4 0 1 0 N.Cruz dh 4 0 0 0
Aybar ss 4 0 1 0 Pearce 1b 3 1 1 0
HKndrc 2b 3 1 0 0 JHardy ss 3 0 0 0
Cron dh 2 1 0 0 Lough lf 3 1 1 1
Freese 3b 2 1 0 0 Flahrty 2b 3 0 1 1
Iannett c 2 0 1 2 CJosph c 3 0 0 0
ENavrr ph 1 0 0 0 
Conger c 0 0 0 0 
Totals 30 3 4 3 Totals 31 4 6 4
Los Angeles 000 030 000—3
Baltimore 200 200 00x—4

LOB—Los Angeles 3, Baltimore 3. 2B—
Calhoun (18), Lough (4). HR—A.Jones
(21). CS—J.Hamilton (2). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Los Angeles
Richards L,11-4 7 6 4 4 0 4
Grilli 1 0 0 0 0 3
Baltimore
Gausman W,5-3 7 3 3 3 3 2
O’Day H,17 1 0 0 0 0 2
Z.Britton S,21-24 1 1 0 0 0 1

WP—Richards. T—2:35. A—27,195
(45,971).

Nationals 4, Marlins 3
Washington     Miami
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Span cf 3 2 1 0 Yelich lf 3 0 0 0
Rendon 3b 5 0 1 1 Vldspn 2b 4 1 1 1
Werth rf 3 0 1 1 Stanton rf 3 1 1 1
LaRoch 1b 3 1 0 0 McGeh 3b 4 0 0 0
Dsmnd ss 3 0 1 2 GJones 1b 4 0 1 0
Harper lf 4 0 0 0 Ozuna cf 4 1 1 0
WRams c 4 0 0 0 Hchvrr ss 4 0 2 1
Espinos 2b 4 0 2 0 Mathis c 3 0 0 0
Roark p 2 0 0 0 Sltlmch ph 0 0 0 0
Hairstn ph 1 0 1 0 Hand p 2 0 0 0
McLoth pr 0 1 0 0 ARams p 0 0 0 0
Clipprd p 0 0 0 0 Solano ph 1 0 0 0
Frndsn ph 1 0 0 0 DJnngs p 0 0 0 0
Storen p 0 0 0 0 RJhnsn ph 1 0 0 0
Totals 33 4 7 4 Totals 33 3 6 3
Washington 100 000 030—4
Miami 000 100 002—3

E—Desmond (16), W.Ramos (3). LOB—
Washington 7, Miami 6. 2B—Rendon (27),
Desmond (18), Hairston (3), Hechavar-
ria (15). HR—Valdespin (2), Stanton (24). 
SB—Span 2 (20), LaRoche (1), Stanton
(10). SF—Werth. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Washington
Roark W,11-6 7 3 1 1 2 7
Clippard H,24 1 0 0 0 0 1
Storen S,1-3 1 3 2 2 1 0
Miami
Hand L,2-3 7 5 3 3 2 2
A.Ramos 1 1 1 1 1 0
Da.Jennings 1 1 0 0 1 1

Hand pitched to 2 batters in the 8th.
WP—Storen, A.Ramos. T—3:20. A—26,319
(37,442).    

Brewers 5, Rays 0
Milwaukee     Tampa Bay
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
CGomz cf 5 0 0 0 DJnngs cf 4 0 1 0
Lucroy 1b 4 1 1 0 Zobrist dh 4 0 1 0
Overay 1b 1 0 0 0 Joyce lf 4 0 1 0
Braun rf 5 0 0 0 Longori 3b 4 0 1 0
ArRmr dh 4 1 2 1 Loney 1b 4 0 1 0
RWeks 2b 3 1 0 0 Forsyth 2b 3 0 1 0
KDavis lf 4 1 2 0 YEscor ss 4 0 0 0
MrRynl 3b 2 1 1 0 JMolin c 3 0 1 0
Maldnd c 4 0 3 4 Kiermr rf 2 0 0 0
Segura ss 4 0 0 0 
Totals 36 5 9 5 Totals 32 0 7 0
Milwaukee 021 001 010—5
Tampa Bay 000 000 000—0

E—Y.Escobar (10). DP—Milwaukee 2,
Tampa Bay 1. LOB—Milwaukee 7, Tampa 
Bay 7. 2B—K.Davis 2 (27), Mar.Reynolds
(8), Maldonado (4). SB—Kiermaier (4). 
CS—Braun (4). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Milwaukee
Gallardo W,6-5 7 4 0 0 1 5
Jeffress 1B 3 0 0 0 0
Duke  B 0 0 0 1 1
Fr.Rodriguez S,31-35  B 0 0 0 0 1
Tampa Bay
Price L,11-8 7 7 4 3 2 6
Yates 1 2 1 1 1 2
Jo.Peralta 1 0 0 0 0 1

WP—Jeffress. T—3:14. A—24,809 
(31,042).    
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BY BETH HARRIS

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Matt Kemp 
has suddenly found his power, and 
it’s helping keep the Los Angeles 
Dodgers atop the NL West.

Kemp singled in the winning 
run in the bottom of the 10th in-
ning after homering in consecu-
tive games for the first time in 
over a year and the Dodgers beat 
the Atlanta Braves 3-2 Wednes-
day night for their season-best 
fifth straight victory.

“Boy, is he locked in right now,” 
Atlanta starter Alex Wood said.

Los Angeles leads San Fran-
cisco by three games.

Zack Greinke struck out a sea-
son-high 13 and departed with 
the lead, but didn’t factor in the 
decision. He is 14-3 at Dodger 
Stadium with a 2.27 ERA in 23 
home starts with the team.

“All the pitches were work-
ing,” he said. “A lot of stuff came 
together.”

Kemp scored the Dodgers’ first 
two runs of the game, including 
his 11th homer leading off the 
second.

“He’s been swinging the bat 
pretty well now,” Greinke said of 
Kemp. “The biggest difference is 
the power that comes with it. The 
past week the ball’s been driven. 
It’s pretty exciting to see.”

Kemp notched his ninth career 
walk-off hit, and first since July 
18, 2012, against Philadelphia. 
He hadn’t homered in consecu-
tive games since last July.

“It’s a great feeling knowing 
you helped the team win a game,” 
he said. “We’re pretty confident 
every day. It feels good to be in 
position to score a run or take 

that extra base. I’m not as fast as 
I want to be, but it’s coming.”

Pinch-hitter Justin Turner 
singled to open the 10th and took 
second on a wild pitch by David 

Hale (3-3). Kemp followed with 
the winning single to left.

J.P. Howell (3-3) got the win in 
relief, walking two and striking
out one in one inning.

The Braves tied the game 2-2
on Justin Upton’s home run off 
closer Kenley Jansen leading off 
the ninth. Upton’s three hits tied
a season high.

“As soon as it left my hand I
just prayed for Justin not to hit it,”
Jansen said.

Upton’s brother, B.J., struck out 
four times.

Juan Uribe gave the Dodgers a
2-1 lead in the eighth on a hard-
hit single with two outs to short-
stop Andrelton Simmons, whose
throw home sailed wide as Kemp
crossed the plate.

Greinke allowed one run and
five hits in eight innings while
walking one. He was making his 
first start at home since June 28.

Kemp, who homered twice on
Tuesday night, tied the game 1-1
on his 11th homer of the season.

Simmons had an RBI single
that gave Atlanta a 1-0 lead in the
second.

Wood gave up one run and six
hits in seven innings. He struck 
out eight and walked two.

“Greinke’s pretty impressive,” 
Wood said. “I was happy I was
able to go toe-to-toe with him for
seven innings.” 
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BY DAVID GINSBURG

The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — For much of 
the first half of the season, the Bal-
timore Orioles were selective and 
cautious with their use of rookie 
Kevin Gausman.

Now that things are getting 
serious, Gausman has become a 
fixture in a 
starting rota-
tion that has 
thrust the 
Orioles into 
first place in 
the AL East.

Gausman 
pitched seven 
innings of 
three-hit 
ball, Adam 
Jones hom-
ered and the Orioles beat the Los 
Angeles Angels 4-3 on Wednesday 
night for their seventh win in nine 
games.

BY JIMMY GOLEN

The Associated Press

BOSTON — As his winless streak stretched to-
ward a third month and his ERA continued to climb, 
Mark Buehrle began to have doubts.

At 36, was he at the end of what had been a steady 
major league career? Would he eventually snap out 
of the slump and contribute to Toronto’s surge in the 
AL East? Would he ever even win another game?

“I guess the older you get, you get a little bit con-
cerned,” he said after earning his first victory in 10 
starts since June 1, beating the Boston Red Sox 6-1 
on Wednesday night. “I didn’t pitch good, and I didn’t 
want anyone giving up on me. ... There’s a thought 
in the back of your mind: ‘Am I done?’ Maybe it’s 
just myself thinking and driving myself crazy. But it 
definitely feels good (to win).”

Buehrle (11-7) allowed one run on six hits and a 
walk, striking out two in 6 2⁄3 innings to snap a six-
game losing streak that matched the longest of his 
career. Dioner Navarro had three hits and three 
RBIs to lead the Blue Jays to their fifth consecutive 
victory and complete a sweep of the slumping Red 
Sox.

Toronto has won eight of its last nine and trails 
first-place Baltimore by 2 1⁄2 games. And it finally 
got a contribution from Buehrle, who had won nine 
in a row to improve to 10-1 before falling into his 
skid just four wins short of 200 in his career.

“That 11th win was tough to get,” Blue Jays man-
ager John Gibbons said. “He needed that. I don’t 
care how good he’s been, how long he’s been in the 
game.”

Brandon Workman (1-4) fell behind quickly after 
being called up from Triple-A to replace Jon Lester, 
who was reportedly headed to the Oakland Athlet-
ics in a trade before Thursday’s non-waiver trade 
deadline. 

A person with knowledge of the deal said the Red 
Sox sent Lester (10-7 with a 2.52 ERA in 21 starts) 
and outfielder Jonny Gomes for slugging outfielder 

Yoenis Cespedes. The person spoke on condition of 
anonymity because neither club had announced the 
deal.

Lester was sought by many teams, including the 
Pittsburgh Pirates and the Los Angeles Dodgers.

 Workman said the team called him at about 10 p.m. 
on Tuesday to let him know he would be starting.

“I had heard it might happen with all the ru-
mors and stuff,” he said, adding that it was a bit of a 
strange night, “but I kept my mind on throwing.”

The game marked a milestone in Boston’s woeful 
World Series title defense, coming a day before the 
trade deadline and in the middle of a streak in which 
the Red Sox have lost eight of nine games, fallen into 
last place and dropped 13 games behind the East-
leading Orioles.

After shipping Jake Peavy to San Francisco on 
Saturday, the Red Sox sent demoted starter Felix 
Doubront to the Chicago Cubs on Wednesday along 
with the Lester deal.

Next out of Boston could be John Lackey, who is 
scheduled to make the minimum next season. 

Kemp heating up as Dodgers top Braves

MARK J. TERRILL/AP

The Los Angeles Dodgers’ Matt Kemp, left, hits the game-winning single as Atlanta Braves catcher Evan 
Gattis looks on in the 10th inning as the Dodgers beat the Braves 3-2 on Wednesday in Los Angeles.

Jays remain hot, 
sweep Red Sox

O’s Gausman sharp
in victory over Angels

ELISE AMENDOLA/AP 

The Toronto Blue Jays’ Melky Cabrera, left, slides 
past Boston Red Sox catcher Christian Vazquez 
to score on a fielder’s choice grounder by Juan 
Francisco during the first inning of Wednesday’s 
game in Boston. Toronto won 6-1.

From April through mid-July, 
Gausman bounced between Bal-
timore and the minor leagues 
to keep his innings count down. 
Those restrictions are no longer 
in place, and the 2012 first-round 
draft pick looks rather comfort-
able being part of a pennant push.

Gausman (5-3) retired the first 
14 batters he faced and ended up 
allowing three runs and three 
walks in his first career start 
against the Angels.

“I was just establishing my fast-

Gausman

ball in and out,” he said. “I think
they had a little bit of trouble with
that, especially (when) I was get-
ting some pitches down in the
zone that I loved, which was great 
for me. I just felt in rhythm and in
control and I was able to slow it 
down when I needed to and speed
it up when I wanted to.”

Angels leadoff hitter Kole Cal-
houn said of Gausman: “He threw
his pitches well. He obviously has
electric stuff. He’s got some good
off-speed pitches to complement
the good fastball. He threw the
ball well, he kept the ball down
and they made some great plays 
behind him, too.”

Darren O’Day struck out two in 
a perfect eighth and Zach Britton 
gave up a single in the ninth be-
fore earning his 21st save.

The victory lifted the AL East-
leading Orioles to 14 games over
.500 (60-46) for the first time
since July 22, 2013.

“We’ve been able to stay where 
we are because of the pitching,”
manager Buck Showalter said.

Garrett Richards (11-4) gave up
four runs and six hits in seven in-
nings. It was his second straight 
defeat following a seven-game 
winning streak.

Jones put the Orioles up 2-0 with 
a two-run homer, his second in two
nights. It was his 21st of the season
and 11th in the first inning.

In the Baltimore fourth, David 
Lough picked up his first RBI since
June 7 with a double and scored on
a single by Ryan Flaherty. 
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Tampa Bay Buccaneers WR Mike Evans, left, and Cleveland Browns QB 
Johnny Manziel both left Texas A&M early to enter this year’s draft.

SEC quickest route to NFL, 
but early departures can 

create headaches for 
league’s coaches

The Associated Press

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — The South-
eastern Conference has become the most 
popular jumping-off point for underclassmen 

looking for a head start on NFL careers, cre-
ating more spots to fill around the league 

with preseason camps approaching.
No league has had nearly as many 
players leave early to pursue NFL careers over 

the past eight years, and LSU has had the 
most of any program two years running.

“We do lead college football in three-
and-outs,” Tigers coach Les Miles said.

It’s not a distinction coaches particu-
larly covet — except perhaps to juice the 

sales pitch to teenage recruits already 
dreaming of their first NFL paycheck.
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