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UKRAINE UNREST Troops return
from war to
discover their
jobs are gone

By GREGG ZoROYA
USA Today

For thousands of career-military
troops who endured combat and fam-
ily separations during a dozen years
of war in Iraq and Afghanistan, the
end of hostilities brings a new direc-
tive from the government — your
services are no longer needed.

Even as Defense Secretary Chuck
Hagel said Monday that future budget
reductions cut “so deep, so quickly,
that we cannot shrink the size of our
military fast enough,” pink slips were
already on their way to soldiers.

In its first effort to thin the ranks

4 under budget
Everybody pressure, the

. Army is let-
who's getting i, 6o 3000
looked at GIshin ordle(rr
- to thin ranks
right now to 490,000
... has to by the end of
really start  "eXtvear
L en Army
thinking officers — col-
about, ‘Well, onels and lieu-
> 2 ¥ ’  tenantcolonels
1vaN SEKRETAREV/AP what if? —  learned
wearing iforms block the of the Crimean parii building in Si I, Ukraine, on as _ Army Maj. while serving
the discord between Russia and Ukraine sharpened. The poster reads “Crimea Russia.” Timothy Hyde InAfghanistan
public affairs officer inJanuarythat

they would be
forced to retire later this year.

u ]
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“We Americans love our
weather. Weather is very
personal to us. We use it
to run our lives, and we're
very emotional about it.”
— Justin Roberti, spokesman
for Accuweather, describing the

nation's modern-day preoccupation
with all things weather-related

See story on Page 14
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Pakistani Taliban announce truce

By Riaz Knan
The Associated Press

PESHAWAR, Pakistan — The
Pakistani Taliban announced Sat-
urday that the group will observe
a one-month cease-fire as part of
efforts to negotiate a peace deal
with the government, throwing
new life into a foundering peace
process.

Spokesman Shahidullah Shahid
said in a statement emailed to re-
porters that the top leadership of
the militant group has instructed
all of its units to comply with the
cease-fire.

“Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan has
initiated talks with the govern-
ment with sincerity and for good
purpose,” Shahid said, referring
to the group by its formal name.

The leader of the government’s
negotiating team, Irfan Sadiqui,
praised the cease-fire announce-
ment while speaking on Paki-

stan’s Geo Television, saying the
government will review any writ-
ten document from the Taliban
about it.

“Today, we are seeing a big
breakthrough,” Sadiqui said.

In recent weeks, Pakistani jets
and helicopters have been strik-
ing militant hideouts in the north-
west, after previous efforts at
negotiations broke down when a
militant faction announced it had
killed 23 Pakistani troops.

The Pakistani Taliban has
been trying to overthrow the gov-
ernment and establish its own
hard-line form of Islam across
Pakistan for years. Tens of thou-
sands of people have died in mili-
tant attacks.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
has long promoted negotiations
over military operations as a way
to end the ongoing crisis. His ef-
forts gained speed this year when

both sides announced negotiating
teams held initial meetings. But
negotiations fell apart after the
deaths of the 23 Pakistani troops,
and Sharif has been under pres-
sure to retaliate for any Taliban
violence.

Critics of the peace process
say militants have used previous
negotiations to simply regroup.
They also question whether there
is room to negotiate with militants
who don’t recognize the Pakistani
constitution. The militants in the
past have also called for the re-
moval of all military forces in the
tribal areas as well as an end to
American drone strikes.

As the military has been ham-
mering militant hideouts, many
in Pakistan have been watching
closely to see whether the govern-
ment would order a large-scale
ground operation in the North
Waziristan tribal region that is

considered the militants’ strong-
hold. Such an operation could
spark a backlash of attacks in
other parts of the country.

But a temporary cease-fire
could be difficult to ensure.
Some analysts point out that the
Pakistani Taliban is not a unified
organization, and some of the fac-
tions are not believed to support
peace talks.

Violence earlier Saturday
showed how difficult it could be
to enforce a cease-fire, let alone
forge a peace agreement.

Two bombs exploded minutes
apart in northwest Pakistan,
striking tribal police assigned to
guard polio workers and Kkilling
11, police said. No one claimed re-
sponsibility for the two separate
bombings, but anti-polio teams
and their guards have been fre-
quently targeted in Pakistan by
Islamic militants.

Jobs: Military

FROM FRONT PAGE

“We're seeing the legacy of
stress as part of the military way
of life,” says Joyce Raezer, execu-
tive director of the National Mili-
tary Family Association. “People
won’t have time to find a break,
because they will remain too wor-
ried about their future.”

While the U.S. military down-
sized after previous wars, Iraq
and Afghanistan were fought with
a relatively small, all-volunteer
force required to deploy again
and again during more than a de-
cade of conflict, says retired vice
admiral Norbert Ryan, president
and CEO of the Military Officers
Association of America.

“We’re doing this (job reduc-
tion) on the very backs of the men
and women and their families that
have carried the other 99 percent
of us for the last 12 years,” Ryan
says. “A lot of these people have
borne the brunt of this war.”

Small tracking surveys of mili-
tary members by First Command
Financial Services, a financial
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Entertainmen
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Sports.. 24-32
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Weather .....

e , show that
slightly more than one in three
middle-class military families
now worry about job security, up
from one in four last summer.
“We're seeing significantly
larger apprehensions about the
changes that are coming,” says

to give thousands of war veterans pink slips

Scott Spiker, First Command
CEO. “Pretty amazing for a ca-
reer force that spent 10 years
fighting two wars.”

Twenty-eight percent fear they
are less likely to be promoted and
17 percent anguish over possibly
losing their jobs.

Soldiers are being forced out at
a time when the jobless rate for

‘We’re seeing the legacy of stress as part
of the military way of life. People won’t
have time to find a break because they will
remain too worried about their future.

Joyce Raezer
National Military Family Association

Irag- and Afgt a veter-
ans, while declining to 7.9 percent
in January, remains stubbornly
higher than the nation’s overall
rate and unemployment among
all veterans.

“We have a lot of great heroes,”
said Army Maj. Gen. Thomas
Seamands, the Army personnel
manager tasked with carrying out
reductions. “We have an incredi-
bly high-quality Army today. And
some of those great soldiers who
have served honorably will be
asked to leave.”

About 500 Army noncommis-
sioned officers ranging from staff
sergeants to command sergeants
major are slated to lose their jobs
this year; another 484 are receiv-
ing notices this month that they
are being fired in 2015. All have
been or will be given at least a
year’s notice to prepare, Seaman-
ds said.

The Army has involuntarily
separated soldiers during at least
two previous drawdowns — after

the Vietnam and Persian Gulf
wars.

Some soldiers may lose their
jobs in the middle of an enlist-
ment, while most senior enlisted
officers no longer must re-enlist
but serve as long as they satis-
factorily advance through the
ranks, says Lt. Col. Justin Platt, a
spokesman for the Army person-
nel department.

The Air Force is projecting are-
duction of several thousand troops
— the numbers as yet uncer-
tain — through 2019, down from
327,600 today. The Marine Corps
is shrinking by 5,000 each of the
next three years, declining from
about 190,000 today to 175,000
in 2017. And the Army could be
forced to cut an additional 70,000
soldiers by 2019 if the most severe
budget cuts Congress has enact-
ed are carried out, shrinking to
420,000 active-duty soldiers.

Lt. Cmdr. Chris Servello, a

Navy spokesman, said the service
reduced its ranks during the war
years to 323,000 this year and
does not anticipate further cuts
for now.

While all services hope to meet
their goals through attrition, hir-
ing fewer people and encouraging
early retirement, the Army has
found that about 10 percent of any
reduction winds up being soldiers
who must simply be let go.

One in recent weeks was Army
Col. Bryan Hilferty, who was told
in January that he must retire
this summer.

“Everybody wants to be loved,”
says Hilferty, 53, who served two
deployments in Afghanistan and
one in the Gulf War. “For the
Army to say, ‘Thank you for your
service, but we no longer need
you, is not as nice as the Army
saying, ‘Thank you for your ser-
vice, but keep working.”
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US: Lack of security pact could cost Afghanistan

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The top U.S.
envoy to Afghanistan said Friday
if U.S. and NATO troops are not
allowed to stay to advise and train
Afghan forces, the country risks
more widespread violence and po-
litical disintegration.

James Dobbins also said U.S.
willingness to wait to sign a new
security pact with the next Af-
ghan president offers hope that
a deal can still be made, but the
delay could mean fewer American
troops and fewer dollars for the
impoverished country.

American support of the war
continues to wane with Afghan
President Hamid Karzai’s refusal
to sign a bilateral security agree-
ment, which would provide a legal
basis for some U.S. troops to stay

']
In the absence of a continued train, advise and assist U.S. and NATO
military mission, Afghanistan’s descent into more widespread violence and

political

ntegration is likely to be more rapid. 7

lames Dobbins

J
U.S. Special Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan

in the country after the interna-
tional combat mission ends this
year. The agreement was to have
been signed last fall.
“Unfortunately, President Kar-
zai’s decision not to sign the ac-
cord that he negotiated, that he,
in fact, is not seeking to change,
and that he agrees is important
to Afghanistan has thrown this
timetable badly off,” Dobbins
said in a speech at the United

States Institute of Peace.

On Tuesday, President Barack
Obama told Karzai that he’s open
to waiting until later this year to
conclude the bilateral security
agreement with Karzai’s succes-
sor but that “this delay would not
be without cost.” Despite wide-
spread support in his country for
signing the deal, Karzai has said
he would prefer that his succes-
sor be the one to sign it.

“While we still continue to plan
for a residual force to train, ad-
vise and assist the Afghan secu-
rity forces and to conduct limited
counterterrorism missions, the
scale of this commitment may
well wane as uncertainty over our
welcome persists, and we will also
need to plan for the alternative of
full withdrawal,” Dobbins said.

Dobbins spent most of his
speech citing scores of examples

of progress that has been made in
Afghanistan related to health, edu-
cation, the upcoming presidential
election, business and develop-
ment and the building of institu-
tions. But he said those advances
remain fragile.

He also cited a recent study, or-
dered by Congress, which said in-
ternational trainers and advisers
will be needed in Afghanistan at
least through 2018. The study was
conducted by CNA Strategic Stud-
ies, a federally funded research

group.

“In the absence of a contin-
ued train, advise and assist U.S.
and NATO military mission,
Afghanistan’s descent into more
widespread violence and political
disintegration is likely to be more
rapid,” Dobbins said.

Weighing the
debate over
a ‘zero option’

By RoBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — If President Barack
Obama were to decide to leave no military
advisory force in Afghanistan next year,
would Afghan security unravel to the point
of enabling a civil war, a Taliban takeover
and a return of al-Qaida in such numbers as
to pose a 9/11-type threat?

That is the question at the core of the
debate over Obama’s next move in a long-
running standoff with the Afghans over a
postwar presence.

A look at the debate and the arguments
behind it.

Hasn’t Obama said the war will end
this year?

Yes, but that tells only part of the story
of the endgame for America’s longest war.
Obama refers to ending the U.S. and coali-
tion combat role in Afghanistan on Dec. 31,
aswas agreed four years ago. Aside from the
fact that for Afghans, the war and its misery
almost certainly will not end this year, the
remaining issue for Obama is whether to
begin a follow-on military advisory mission
in January that also would allow U.S. spe-
cial operations forces to continue hunting
the small remaining numbers of al-Qaida in
eastern Afghanistan.

What good would advisers do, if 13
years of combat couldn’t win the war?

The thinking is that with a little more
help, U.S.-trained Afghan government
troops could at least hold their own against
the Taliban over the next few years, creat-
ing a better chance for a long-term political
settlement. It has been clear for some time
that U.S. and coalition forces can damage
but not decisively defeat the Taliban, and
that the best hope for peace and stability is
to enable an Afghan solution.

A study by CNA Strategic Studies, a
federally funded think tank, published
earlier this month concluded that the Tal-
iban is likely to regroup and gain strength
after 2014, posing a threat to the govern-
ment in the 2015-18 period, even if U.S.
and other international advisers remain.
But the picture could grow much worse,
the study said, if foreign forces abandon
the country entirely. It predicted a “down-
ward spiral” of Afghan security force ca-
pabilities, and of Afghan security, unless
U.S. and other advisers remain and the
international community continues to un-

U.S. troops listen to Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel speak at Camp Bastion, Afghanistan, on Dec. 8.

derwrite the cost of Afghan’s army.

So what’s the argument against
keeping advisers there?

The practical problem is that Afghan
President Hamid Karzai has thus far re-
fused to sign a deal he negotiated with
Washington last year that provides the legal
basis for U.S. forces to remain there after
2014. No deal, no troops, the White House
says. There also are political factors. A war-
weary American public appears to have
little appetite for even a slimmed-down
commitment to remaining involved in the
inconclusive war.

Is Obama likely to abandon the
idea of providing a follow-on advisory
force?

He is keeping his options open, but many
who have closely followed the war believe
Obama will keep pressing the Afghansto ap-
prove a U.S.-NATO advisory mission. Less
than a year after he took office, Obama took
ownership of the war by ordering an extra
30,000 troops into battle, saying America’s
security depends on a stable Afghanistan.

Michael O’Hanlon, of the Brookings In-
stitution think tank, said in an email inter-

view Thursday that by choosing the “zero
option,” as it has come to be called, Obama
would be “perilously close to conceding
— or at least risking — defeat” in Afghani-
stan. He does not believe Obama is leaning
toward that option.

How is it possible that, after 13
years of war, the Afghan forces are not
ready to stand on their own?

It depends on how you look at it. U.S. of-
ficials say they believe the Afghan army
has shown it can stand up to the Taliban.
Afghan forces have taken the lead combat
role for many months now. But they have
enjoyed the luxury of knowing that Ameri-
can troops have their backs. The problem
is not the Afghans’ will or ability to fight.
The problem, from a purely military stand-
point, is the government’s limited ability to
sustain them in that fight. In other words,
the Afghans need help running their own
defense establishment to keep weapons and
supplies — and paychecks — flowing to the
troops, and to develop effective air forces.

Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel said
Thursday in Brussels that without U.S. and
coalition backup, there is a risk of an “ero-

sion of confidence” among Afghan troops.
Some say that could lead to their collapse.
The U.S.’s top military officer, Joint Chiefs
of Staff Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey,
said after meeting with ground command-
ers in Afghanistan on Wednesday that he
feared a Western departure would em-
bolden the Taliban and even cause some Af-
ghan troops to cooperate with the Taliban to
“hedge their bets.”

When will Obama have to decide
whether to pull all U.S. troops out?

There is no hard deadline. Administra-
tion officials had said late last year that they
needed a decision by Karzai in a matter of
weeks. By it now appears that Obama could
afford to wait even beyond this summer. By
July, the top U.S. commander in Kabul, Gen.
Joseph Dunford, expects to have established
a force tailored for a post-2014 mission, al-
though the military has said it would like
to know by early summer, in part because
some NATO allies who want to be part of
that post-2014 force need time to make their
own arrangements. It appears Dunford
might be able to wait as late as October for a
decision on whether to fully withdraw.
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Base in Romania
ready to operate
at full capacity

By MaTtT MILLHAM
Stars and Stripes

MK AIR BASE, Romania — A
temporary U.S. base in Romania
that will serve as the primary
hub for American forces leaving
Afghanistan officially reached its
full operating capacity Friday.

Since Feb. 2, about 6,000 Amer-
ican servicemembers have tran-
sited through the center at Mihail
Kogalniceanu Air Base, about 25
miles northwest of the Black Sea
city of Constanta and about 2,500
miles northwest of Afghanistan.

“It’s an ideal location for us as
far as capability,” Maj. Gen. John
0’Connor, commander of the 21st
Theater Sustainment Command
said in a recent interview with
Stars and Stripes.

The U.S. had already con-
structed 85 buildings capable of
supporting roughly 1,500 person-

handle the full flow of troops in
and out of Afghanistan.

The center replaces the tran-
sit center at Manas, Kyrgyzstan,
which had processed hundreds
of thousands of troops moving to
and from the war beginning in
the weeks after Sept. 11, 2001.

The Kyrgyz government last
year declined to extend its lease
on Manas, forcing the U.S. to
find another location to stage its
forces.

After previous threats by the
Kyrgyz government to close the
Manas operation, the U.S. started
testing the possibility of shifting
transit operations to Romania,
O’Connor said. About 20,000 U.S.
troops from the United States and
Germany transited through MK
Air Base on their way to Afghani-
stan in the two years prior to the
transit center’s opening in early
February, he said. Those troop

nel at Mihail Ki —or

helped military plan-

MK Air Base — for previous mis-
sions, O’Connor said.

Beginning in late December,
elements of the 21st expanded the
infrastructure to accommodate
up to 2,000 transiting troops and
400 military personnel who run
the operation.

Aribbon-cutting ceremony Fri-
day in a processing tent built on
a parking lot next to the airstrip
signaled that the base is ready to

1
ners decide how much additional
infrastructure the Army needed
to install at the base to handle
the full flow of troops to and from
Afghanistan.

The first flight of roughly 300
soldiers in the newly expanded
MK transit center arrived Feb. 2.

On Friday, about 1,800 in-tran-
sit troops were bedded down in
a living area a short drive from
the processing center. Reporters

Mart MiLusaw/Stars and Stripes

Benches in the processing tent at the new U.S. transit center at Mihail Kogalniceanu Air Base in
Romania can accommodate roughly 300 personnel at a time. The new center will process up to 2,000
personnel a day heading to and from the war in Afghanistan.

who attended the ribbon-cutting
ceremony didn’t see this portion
of the base.

“It’s been really busy,” said Pfc.
Bryan Orlando, a human resourc-
es specialist from Waterford,
Calif., who helps process transit-
ing personnel. “We’ve been get-
ting a lot of flights.”

O’Connor said four C-17 trans-
port planes and up to four com-
mercial wide-body aircraft will
ferry troops in and out of the cen-
ter daily — about half going to Af-
ghanistan, half home.

But for nearly three weeks
after reaching its initial operat-
ing capacity in early February,
only troops heading to the war
transited through here. For about
the last week, the flow has been
going both ways.

“So we’re definitely seeing
the op-tempo pick up,” Sgt. Bart

Khan, a human resources spe-
cialist deployed here from Joint
Base Lewis-McChord in Wash-
ington, said.

Construction of the additional
tents and buildings to house and
feed 2,000 transiting personnel,
and contracts for cooks, trash and
other base operations cost rough-
1y $11 million, O’Connor said. The
cost of running the base for the
10 months between now and the
withdrawal of all combat troops
from Afghanistan is estimated at
between $18 million to $20 mil-
lion, he said.

If the U.S. had had to build
the entire base from scratch,
O’Connor said, the cost like-
ly would have exceeded $100
million.

The transit center’s primary
purpose right now is to facili-
tate movement of personnel. But

it is also on standby to handle
equipment if other transporta-
tion routes, such as those from
Afghanistan through Pakistan,
are shut down or overwhelmed,
O’Connor said.

The 400 personnel running
the operation at MK are roughly
a third as many as were running
the base at Manas, O’Connor
said. However, Manas had other
missions besides troop transport;
it also hosted a fleet of refueling
planes used to gas up military
aircraft flying over Afghanistan,
but that mission is also over.

The last KC-135 tanker landed
at Manas on Feb. 24, after refuel-
ing A-10 Thunderbolt IIs and F-16
Fighting Falcons flying sorties
over Afghanistan, according to
the Air Force.

millham.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @mattmillham

Chaplain’s

By LAUREN SAGE REINLIE

Northwest Florida Daily News,
Fort Walton Beach

For Army Staff Sgt. David
George, Afghanistan has its good
days and its bad ones.

There are days when the chap-
lain’s assistant from Fort Walton
Beach feels like he is making a dif-
ference, helping people. And then
there are those when he wants to
slam his head against the wall.

“It’s really difficult — for all of
us — to be 6,000 miles away from
our families, our homes and ev-
erything we've left back there,”
the 43-year-old said recently on
the phone from New Kabul Com-
pound in Afghanistan. “We don’t
have any tangible control over
what’s going on back home. We
have to trust in our spouse and
our kids and that can be really
difficult here.

“If we can help servicemem-
bers deal with that in whatever
way they need to and get back on
focus and back on mission, that’s
very fulfilling.”

Although it’s rewarding when
he can help, other days are more

assistant finds challenges, rewards on the job

challenging.

Servicemembers die, and grief
comes, although there’s hardly
any time for it. George and his
chaplain try
to travel as
often as they
are  need-
ed to offer
counsel, but
arrange-
ments can
be difficult
and move-
ment slow in
the war-torn
country.
They often
miss flights or are stranded.

George’s job is to protect the
chaplain, a noncombatant who
cannot carry a weapon.

Armed always with his pistol
and often with his assault rifle,
George accompanies him wher-
ever he goes.

Sometimes they have found
themselves in sticky situations.

“Not so much where we are
here at our base, but when we
travel, a few times we would get
into bunkers because stuff was
going on,” he said. “It has crossed

George

my mind once in awhile ‘What am
I doing here? Why did I decide to
do this?’”

The decision that led him to
Afghanistan started in 2007. A
former member of the Army Na-
tional Guard, George missed the
service. With the wars dragging
on and the country in need of
more soldiers, he started looking
into it and found a vast shortage
of chaplain’s assistants.

“We are a church-going fam-
ily,” he said. “We’ve been on mis-
sion trips before both in the U.S.
and overseas and I thought this
would be a good way to continue
that but in a military setting
— not exactly the same but along
the same lines in that I am help-
ing people. Or at least I feel like
I'm helping people.”

New Kabul Compound, where
he and his chaplain are stationed,
is about the size of the Choc-
tawhatchee High School foot-
ball stadium and its parking lot,
George said. Since he arrived in
August, the two have traveled to
eight different bases across the
country.

During September, they worked

at the International Security As-
sistance Force headquarters
helping to conduct NATO memo-
rial services for servicemembers
killed in combat.

The terse but moving services
lasted only about 10 to 15 min-
utes, but brought together ser-
vicemembers from dozens of
countries.

They have held numerous sui-
cide awareness trainings to try
to stem the tide of soldiers taking
their own lives. He hopes edu-
cating people on the signs of sui-
cide risk and talking about it will
make it easier for someone to get

help.George has his own difficul-
ties dealing with the challenges of
being away from home. He miss-
es his wife and his six kids who
range from 10 to 18 years old.
The family is supportive.
“They know that this is what
I'm supposed to be doing and they
appreciate it,” he said. “Hopefully
we’re over here so our kids don’t
ever have to be.”
There’s no question he is look-
ing forward to coming home.
“We’re still two or three months
away and I'm already planning it
out,” George said. “So yeah, you
could say I'm ready.”
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Survey to ask women about service on subs

By GORDON JACKSON
The Brunswick News

ST. MARYS, Ga. — Enlisted
women could begin serving
aboard submarines as early as
2016, depending on the interest
female sailors have in serving on
the boats.

Every enlisted woman in the
Navy will be asked to participate in
an anonymous survey this summer
to determine how many would vol-
unteer to serve aboard the vessels.

“The ability to attract, recruit
and retain quality female sailors
is essential to the success of inte-
gration. It will also be a big chal-
lenge,” Lt. Timothy Hawkins, a
Navy public affairs officer, said in
a statement.

Former national Navy League
president Sheila McNeill, who
now serves as president of Cam-
den Partnership, said she isn’t
surprised at the announcement,
because of how well female offi-
cers have performed aboard sub-
marines since the Navy lifted the
ban in 2010.

“It certainly has been a suc-
cess so far,” McNeill said. “There
haven’t been any issues.”

Retired Navy Master Chief
Royal Weaver, of St. Marys, Ga.,
said the integration of enlisted
men and women as sailors will
be done most easily on Ohio-class
submarines, such as those ported
at Naval Submarine Base Kings
Bay, because they are the largest
submarines in the Navy.

Kings Bay has eight Ohio-class
submarines and a base at Ban-
gor, Wash., has 10 of the boats.
The boats are 570 feet long, with a
crew of about 150.

Women are also expected to
serve on the 55 fast-attack subma-
rines, which are half the size of
the Ohio-class and have nearly the
same number of sailors.

To make it work on Ohio-class
boats, Weaver says it is likely the
sailors’ lounge, where they watch
movies and play games, would be
converted into a women’s bath-
room and shower. Cubicles nearby
could be designated as women’s
quarters.

Sailors aboard the submarines
will have to do what they do on

Ex-Army officer gets 20
years in child-sex cases

COLORADOSPRINGS,Colo.—
A former Army officer who once
blamed his twin brother for a
string of sexual assaults on young
girls has been sentenced to 20
years to life in prison.

The Colorado Springs Gazette
reported Aaron Lucas was sen-
tenced Friday.

Lucas had been assigned to Fort
Carson outside Colorado Springs.
He said last year his twin was re-
sponsible for the attacks, but in
November he changed his mind
and pleaded guilty.

Authorities said the twin de-
nied involvement.

Investigators said DNA linked
Aaron Lucas to the abduction
of an 8-year-old girl in Colorado
Springs and to cases in Alabama
and Texas.

The Associated Press

‘The ability to attract, recruit and retain quality female sailors is
essential to the success of integration. 7

Lt. Timothy Hawkins
Navy public affairs officer

smaller fast-attack submarines,
which is use the mess deck as a
sailors’ lounge when meals are not
being served.

“It provides one less area where
they do training or watch movies,”
Weaver said.

Once the survey results come

in, a task force will determine
specifics about integrating women
into the crews. They are expected
to make a decision by early 2015.

McNeill said she believes it’s
important to allow women to
serve aboard submarines because
it gives the Navy the ability to
allow the most talented, intelligent
women to serve aboard the vessels
if they choose.

“I think the Navy has enough
sense to take it easy,” McNeill
said of allowing women to serve
aboard the boats. “I have a feeling
they are going to work it out.”
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Will the budget sting the Super Hornet?

By W.J. HENNIGAN

Los Angeles Times

Workers at Northrop Grumman
Corp’s 1-million-square-foot fa-
cility in El Segundo, Calif., have
been cranking out fuselage sec-
tions for the Navy’s F/A-18 fighter
jet for decades.

But now, the end may be near.

Since entering service in 1983,
the lithe twin-engine fighter-
bomber has been a symbol of U.S.
military might, catapulting from
aircraft carrier decks and obliter-
ating targets in the sky and on the
ground.

Today there are increasing
fears that the F/A-18 Super Hornet
assembly line may be shut down
because of dwindling orders, as
the Navy prepares for a new gen-
eration of warplane — the contro-
versial F-35 Joint Strike Fighter.

The new radar-evading jet is
scheduled to be the F/A-18’s even-
tual successor when it becomes
operational in 2019. It’s only about
halfway through its development
plan and has been plagued by
billions of dollars’ worth of cost
overruns. There have also been a
string of technical problems, in-
cluding a redesign of its arresting
hook, which is essential to landing
on a carrier deck.

Now the Obama administration
must decide by Tuesday — when
its fiscal 2015 budget request is
sent to Congress — whether it
wants any more F/A-18s. Then it
will be up to Congress whether to
go along.

With no new orders, the last F/A-
18 fuselage is set to be hoisted onto
an 18-wheeler for the 1,800-mile
trek from El Segundo to prime
contractor Boeing Co.s final as-
sembly plant in St. Louis by the
end of 2016.

John Murnane, Northrop’s
program manager, said there are
nearly 100 fuselages left to deliver
to Boeing, and contractors are
hopeful for more.

“We continue to work with our
industrypartnerstoidentify future
opportunities,” he said. “The pro-
gram has always received strong
support from its customers.”

To give customers more time
and to extend the line’s life sev-
eral months, Boeing and Northrop
have slowed production rates from
four per month to three. The aero-
space giants have also proposed a
more fuel-efficient, stealthy ver-
sion of the plane as a potential al-
ternative. To lower costs, Boeing
negotiated a new contract with a
St. Louis machinists union.

If political maneuvering and a
fresh sales pitch don’t work, the EI
Segundo assembly line could join
dozens of other airplane manu-
facturing plants that have had
to close their doors. The latest is
Boeing’s sprawling Long Beach,
Calif., plant, where the last hulk-
ing C-17 cargo plane is to be built
next year.

The difference here is that the
Navy wants to purchase more
fighters no matter what, whereas
the Air Force was not interested in
more cargo jets, said Todd Harri-
son, a defense analyst for the Cen-
ter for Strategic and Budgetary
Assessments in Washington, D.C.

“It’s a zero-sum game for the
Navy,” he said. “It’s only a matter

A Hornet’s sting

The F/A-18 Super Hornet is a carrier-based aircraft that can carry every aerial weapon in the U.S. Navy’s arsenal.
The Boeing-built fighter-bomber uses its external weaponry to attack targets on the ground in air support missions, day or night.
As a fighter, it can also engage in air-to-air combat with other warplanes. A look at some sample payloads:

i | AIM-9
Air-to-air combat  Sidewinder
The Super Hornet .
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of missiles and .
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for both
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GBU-38 JDAM AGM-65

GPS-guided
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Radar-
homing
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NOTE: Al of the above missions employ the radar, the Infrared Laser Targeting Pod and the pilot's helmet:mounted targeting system for weapons targeting
'SOURCE: McDonnell Douglas F/A-18 Horet program GRAPHIC: Javier Zarracina, Los Angeles Times

[of] if they’re going to buy F-35s or
Super Hornets.”

Boeing and Northrop have had
luck staving off the end before.
By now, the military had hoped to
start phasing out the F/A-18 and
begin flying the F-35, but repeated
problems have forced the Navy to
buy more F/A-18s to hedge against
the delays.

That’sbeenaboon forNorthrop’s
900 F/A-18 workers in El Segundo.
Aerospace workers have been as-
sembling military aircraft at the
redwood building on Aviation Bou-
levard, which is only about a mile
south of Los Angeles International
Airport, since World War II.

In the 1940s, Douglas Aircraft
Co. made the SBD Dauntless, a
Navy dive bomber, in the facility.
Northrop moved into the facility
in 1977 to build the F/A-18 and an-
other supersonic fighter, the F-5.

It now produces about 3.5 of
the F/A-18 fuselage sections per
month.

Each section is about 28 feet
long and 12 feet tall and consists of
the center and rear of the fuselage.

The jet’s twin vertical tails and the
electronics and pump systems are
also installed at the plant.

About 210 parts suppliers are
spread throughout California on
the program alone, and the plane
has its friends on Capitol Hill. It
supports about 90,000 supplier
jobs in 44 states.

Rep. J. Randy Forbes, R-Va.,
wrote a letter to Secretary of De-
fense Chuck Hagel in December
expressing concern that if the F/A-
18 line begins to close down, there
will be too great a reliance on the
troubled F-35 program.

“Should the Navy choose to
allow the F/A-18 production line
to close, the U.S. will be left with
only one manufacturing line ca-
pable of producing combat-ready
tactical aircraft until later this
decade,” he said. “The risk to U.S.
national security and the health of
our aviation industrial base of re-
lying on only one tactical aircraft
supply line is simply too great to
allow the line to close.”

In January, Congress passed an
omnibus federal spending bill that

included $75 million for 22 planes
that the Navy didn’t even request.

Winslow T. Wheeler, a military
budget specialist and frequent
Pentagon critic at the Project for
Government Oversight, says the
Navy is not speaking up about the
concerns over the F-35.

“The Navy should show some
real leadership on its own, rather
than squirming over to Capitol
Hill, to get some relief from the F-
35 and its unaffordable costs and
unacceptable performance,” he
said.

Depending on the variation of F/
A-18, costs can range from about
$52 million to $61 million. So the
planes are relatively cheap when
compared with newer fighter jets
such as the F-35, which costs about
$130 million.

That’s not a revelation. As more
planes are built on the assembly
line, the cost per plane falls. Only
about two dozen Navy versions of
the F-35 have been built.

The F/A-18 first proved its worth
in the 1990s in Operation Desert
Storm when it shot down Iraqi air

force fighters in dogfights and
took out key enemy strongholds
with laser-guided bombs — some-
times on the same mission.

Boeing and Northrop have de-
livered more than 2,100 of the F/A-
18s —and all of its variations such
as the Hornet, Super Hornet and
Growler, the electronic warplane.

“This is the best product at the
best price,” said Mike Gibbons,
Boeing’s F/A-18 program manag-
er. “The aircraft we deliver today
has more capabilities than what
we did years ago, and it’s more
affordable.”

Critics of the jet often say that
it’s not stealthy enough. But Boe-
ing has made several changes to
the design on its newest proposed
version, the Advanced Super Hor-
net. Boeing says it has reduced
its radar visibility of the plane by
S0 percent, so it doesn’t pop up as
readily on enemy radar screens.

“This has been a model pro-
gram in how it faced problems and
overcame them,” Gibbons said.
“We expect to build this aircraft
into 2016 and beyond.”
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SOGOM head:

By HowARD ALTMAN
Tampa (Fla.) Tribune

As the man responsible for syn-
chronizing the global war on ter-
rorism, Adm. William McRaven,
commander of U.S. Special Oper-
ations Command, laid out for con-
gress his vision for the future of
a force that continues to fray, but
will be increasingly called upon
around the globe.

“The greatest threat to the
homeland is al-Qaida in the Ara-
bian Peninsula,” said McRaven,
referring to the jihadi “franchise”
group active in Yemen during his
remarks to the House Armed
Services Committee. McRaven
flew from his MacDill Air Force
Base headquarters in Tampa,
Fla., to present SOCOM’s annual
“posture statement” — a report
on the command’s present opera-
tions and future goals and needs
— to the House Armed Services
Committee.

As “core al-Qaida has been
degraded significantly” after 13
years of war, McRaven told the
committee that the jihadi group
and its ideology has “metasta-
sized” worldwide.

To counter that, comman-
dos will remain at the tip of the
spear, said McRaven. The bud-
get plans unveiled Monday by
Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel,
while cutting the overall level of
military spending, will enable the
command to continue its mission,
McRaven said.

But even as he plans for the
long-term future, McRaven still
has to deal with the present,
where his top objective is Af-
ghanistan. He said the command,
which is expected to take up a
good deal of any missions there
after the scheduled conclusion of
combat operations at the end of
the year, is planning for several
options.

The White House is threaten-
ing to pull all of the remaining
33,600 troops out by Dec. 31 over
frustration with Afghan Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai’s refusal to
sign a bilateral security agree-
ment giving legal protections to
U.S. forces.

“We have good options,” said
McRaven when asked how global
counterterror efforts would be af-
fected if there are no more com-
mandos in Afghanistan. “But if
‘we go to zero, it will make things
difficult, no question about that.”

McRaven’s comments in Wash-
ington came on the same day his

with Special

Task Force-South prepare to load an all-terrain vehicle onto a CH-47
Provi i

in 2010 in

during

Tampa headquarters was break-
ing ground on a new, $34.5 million
campus for the Joint Special Op-
erations University, a $12 million-
per-year learning center that
helps provide commanders “with
the most educated [special op-
erations forces] operators to sup-
port their objectives,” McRaven
stated in his posture statement.
Approved by Congress before the
latest budget, the 90,000-square-
foot building, expected to be com-
pleted next fall, further highlights
the Pentagon’s commitment to
special operations.

Force ‘continues to fray’

In his posture statement, the
third of his tenure, McRaven
said that Socom’s budget, about
$10 billion last year, was “not ex-
pected to reach levels projected in
the five-year budget plan submit-
ted by the President last year.”

On Monday, Hagel said that
the number of commandos would
increase from about 66,000 to
69,700. Those numbers reflect
Congressional and Pentagon
“intent to rebalance the Nation’s
defense,” McRaven wrote in
his posture statement, “despite
current fiscal austerity and
drawdown.”

During the two-hour commit-
tee meeting Thursday morning,
McRaven repeated his call for
working with other nations to

nce,

build their ability to defend them-
selves, pointing to the successes
in Colombia and the Philippines.

He said that despite reduced
military spending, his Vision
2020 plan, hammered out before
the latest budget and calling for a
globally networked force of com-
mandos, representatives from
agencies like the CIA, the NSA,
the FBI and the DEA, allies and
partners, is on track.

“I see it moving forward,” he
said of the plan, which relies on
host nations to signal their needs
to the State Department.

McRaven said that after more
than 12 years of constant deploy-
ment, the force “continues to
fray.”

Since becoming SOCOM’s ninth
commander in August 2011, one
of McRaven’s top priorities has
been an effort called Preserva-
tion of the Force and Family, de-
signed to take care of the mental,
physical and spiritual needs of
troops and their families before,
during and after deployment.

Calling for constant, embedded
presence of behavioral health
staff, McRaven in his posture
statement said that “we need
these specialists more than ever
because suicides continue to be
a challenge. While the Depart-
ment [of Defense] saw a marked
decline in suicides this past year,
the SOF community’s rate re-
mained tragically steady.”

SOCOM, as with all large
military headquarters, has been
forced to reduce its staff after
Hagel called for 20 percent cuts
in those budgets last year. That
would represent about 500 jobs
leaving MacDill.

McRaven told the committee
that he had already instituted a
20 percent staff cutat MacDill and
is reviewing the latest guidelines.

“I'm perfectly OK with that,”
he said. “Over the course of the
last 10 years, we grew the staff
to address problems dealing with
Iraq and Afghanistan. We figured
out how to do business better and
some of the cuts make sense to
me.”

In addition to those cuts, McRa-
ven told the committee he also
had transferred personnel from
his MacDill headquarters to the
seven Theater Special Operations
Commands, which are respon-
sible for carrying out commando
operations on behalf of geograph-
ic combatant commanders like
Army Gen. Lloyd Austin III, who
runs MacDill-headquartered U.S.
Central Command, overseeing
U.S. military operations in most
of the Middle East and Southwest
Asia.

Special Operations Command
Central, also headquartered at
MacDill, is the largest of those,
with a budget of about $40 million
to $45 million, McRaven said.

Though SOCOM is not taking

Goals on track despite cuts

the same kind of hit as the ser-
vices — the Army, for instance,
is going to be reduced from about
520,000 soldiers to about 450,000
— McRaven said those cuts will
be felt by commandos.

SOCOM, he said, receives per-
sonnel from the services and, in
battle zones, commandos rely
heavily on general-purpose forc-
es for supplies, transportation
and force protection, among other
requirements.

Overall defense cuts, he said,
will “affect special operations
globally,” he said.

And, as important as special
operations forces are, McRaven
warned that commandos should
not be considered “a panacea.”

“Special Operations can’t stop
North Koreans from coming
south,” he said. “They can’t keep
the Straight of Hormuz open.”

Helping local forces

“On any given day, our [special
operations forces] are deployed in
over 75 countries,” McRaven said
in his 13-page posture statement.

Aside from laying out future
threats from northern Africa to
the Levant, where “the flow of
foreign fighters into Syria is un-
precedented, even compared to
what we saw in Iraq,” the docu-
ment spells out McRaven’s goals.

“Augmenting the capability of
local forces equates to perhaps
the most cost-effective way of
deterring adversaries worldwide
and protecting American citi-
zens abroad,” he stated. Special
operations forces are “uniquely
suited for operations that win
population-centric conflicts, of-
tentimes, and preferably, before
they start.”

To meet his goals, McRaven
said he will take advantage of
the drawdown in Afghanistan by
redistributing forces to other re-
gions and making sure that troops
cycling back to the U.S. are given
training that will make them
“true experts in terrain, languag-
es, and cultures in their respec-
tive areas of responsibility.”

He also called for in-
creased coordination with the
interagencies.

“One of our most significant
partners is the National Secu-
rity Agency,” wrote McRaven of
the organization under fire for
its sweeping data collection. “We
could not perform our counter-
terrorism mission without the
NSA — period!”

Air Force secretary reviewing Sikorsky bid for $6.8B helicopter deal

By Tony Capaccio
Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — U.S. Air
Force Secretary Debra James
says she’s reviewing whether
the service can afford a contract
for combat-rescue helicopters
that drew only one bid, raising
questions about whether a unit
of United Technologies Corp.
will receive a multibillion-dollar

award this year.
The Air Force said in Novem-
ber that United T ies’

Lockheed Martin Corp. has
teamed with Sikorsky on the pro-
posed helis the CRH-60.

Sikorsky aircraft unit was the
sole contractor that responded
to a request for proposals for as
many as 112 helicopters with a
potential value of $6.8 billion.
The service said it was “laying
the groundwork to award” the
contract by March 30.

“Given the funding constraints
that we’re under, I personally
am doing a lot of due diligence
now to try and figure out if we
can award it and when we can
award it,” James said Wednesday
in an interview after she spoke
at Bloomberg Government’s De-

fense Transformation conference
in Washington.

“There are a variety of options
on the table,” said James, who
was confirmed as Air Force sec-
retary in December.

evacuation. It's intended to re-
place the Air Force’s HH-60 Pave
Hawk, also made by Sikorsky,
which entered service in 1982.
Sikorsky Aircraft spokesman
Frans Jurgens said in an emailed
that an award this year

The i is i to
rescue pilots downed during mis-
sions and to perform civil search
and rescue, humanitarian mis-
sions, disaster relief and casualty

“will deliver the most affordable
solution” that can be fielded by
2020 and that other options “will
further delay a critically impor-
tant requirement.”
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Wrong-airport landings
are lessons for airline
pilots in what not to do

By MoLLy McMILLIN
The Wichita Eagle

Two highly publicized airliner
landings at wrong airports creat-
ed alot of discussion among pilots,
flight departments, flight instruc-
tors and even some passengers.

Some instructors say they are
using the incidents as case stud-
ies or reiterating in training how
to avoid those kinds of situations.

In November, Boeing’s massive
Dreamlifter, a highly modified
747, landed at the smaller Jabara
Airport in Wichita, Kan., rather
than at McConnell Air Force
Base as it delivered fuselage sec-
tions to Boeing. Atlas Air oper-
ates Dreamlifter flights.

In January, pilots of a South-
west Airlines flight landed at the
smaller airport in Hollister, Mo.,
instead of the Branson, Mo., air-
port six miles away. Passengers
then were bused to the correct
airport.

“These two airlines and hope-
fully other organizations are say-
ing (that) if it happened to them,
it can happen to anyone,” said
Dan Boedigheimer, director of
instructional design at Advanced
Aircrew Academy in South Car-
olina. Boedigheimer provides
training to business jet pilots and
comes to Wichita to speak about
human factors and other issues
at Bombardier’s annual Safety
Standdown. “Most organizations
learn from their mistakes.”

Business jet pilots say pas-
sengers are making subtle jokes
about the incidents or are asking
direct questions about whether it
could happen to them, he said.

“The questions come up,”
B N
because passengers in business
jets have close interaction with
the pilots, unlike commercial air-
line passengers.

The pilots are reassuring pas-
sengers that the best operating
techniques are in place, Boed-
igheimer said.

Advanced Aircrew Academy
provides online pilot training that
addresses regulations, automa-
tion, crew resource management
and hazardous materials, Boed-
igheimer said.

Wrong-airport landings are a
special emphasis item in the com-
pany’s training, he said.

He’s had requests asking that
the Dreamlifter and Southwest

Airlines incidents be included as
case studies in training materials
and put in a prominent place.

In each of the incidents, the
orientation of the wrong runways
lined up similarly to the correct
ones, and the pilots flew visual
approaches into the airports.

The frequency of cases in
which pilots land at the wrong
airports doesn’t appear to be in-
creasing, although no one really
tracks them, experts say.

For the companies, “It’s more
of an embarrassment than any-
thing,” Boedigheimer said. No one
was hurt in either errant landing.

Typically, lining up to land at
the wrong airport is done in good
weather conditions and more
often at night.

‘When pilots stop using the au-
tomation in the cockpit and begin
relying on their eyesight, their
minds can play tricks, Boed-
igheimer said.

“We call that ‘confirmation
bias,” or the tendency of people
to favor information that confirms
their beliefs or hypotheses. They
tend to filter out potentially useful
information that doesn’t conform
with preconceived notions.

“It’s a mental bias that we all
have when things look similar,”
Boedigheimer said. “During
stressful situations or high work-
load situations or even fatigue is
when these mental biases come
up.”

It’s the kind of situation in
which technology can be espe-
cially useful.

“We have so much automation
in the cockpit that can help us out,
that can show us precisely with-
in a couple of meters where the
aircraft is,” he said. “Using that
information, it becomes obvious
you're not in the right spot.”

But pilots must pay attention.

Most organizations have poli-
cies requiring pilots to use auto-
mation to back up what they are
seeing out the window, he said.

“It’s an industry’s best prac-
tice to have that policy,” Boed-
igheimer said.

In incidences such as these, ei-
ther the pilots aren’t following the
policy or there isn’t one, he said.

Unless the frequency increas-
es or there are injuries, Boed-
igheimer doubts the Federal
Aviation Administration will cre-
ate more regulations to address
the issue.

DANNY JOHNSTON/AP

Visitors walk from the Clinton Presidential Library on Friday in Little Rock, Ark.

Advisers aimed to soften
Hillary Clinton’s image

By KEN THOMAS
AND PHiLIP ELLIOTT
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Hillary
Rodham Clinton’s advisers sought
to “humanize” what they saw as
her stern, defensive public image
during her husband’s White
House days and as she embarked
on her groundbreaking Senate
campaign in New York.

“Be real,” wrote adviser Mandy
Grunwald in a July 1999 memo
as Clinton prepared for a Senate
campaign. In the memo, the ad-
viser urged the first lady to “look
for opportunities for humor. It’s
important that people see more
sides of you, and they often see
you only in very stern situations.”

Thousands of pages of docu-
ments released Friday by the
Clinton Presidential Library re-
veal the first lady’s struggles with
the health care plan during the
1990s, “an aversion” to the Wash-
ington press corps and her tran-
sition into a political candidate in
her own right as the Clinton ad-
ministration ended.

Clinton is the leading Demo-
cratic contender to succeed Presi-

dent Barack Obama, though she
has not said whether she will run.
The nearly 4,000 pages of records,
the first of more than 25,000 ex-
pected to be released in the next
two weeks,
underscore
her attempts
to appeal
to average
Americans
and her
aides’  ad-
vice that she
show a more
human side, % A
reminiscent . -
of problems Clinton
that surfaced in her 2008 primary
loss against Obama.

Clinton’s public image has been
a hotly debated topic throughout
her career and could linger into
any presidential campaign in
2016. She generated headlines
during her husband’s 1992 cam-
paign when she defended her
work as an attorney instead of
being someone who “could have
stayed home and baked cookies.”
Her role in the health care reform
effort was criticized as Demo-
crats were routed in the 1994

elections. Establishing herself in
the Senate, Clinton lost to Obama
in the 2008 Democratic primary
but has become one of the most
admired women in the world,
watching her popularity grow as
Obama’s secretary of state.

The documents provide more
details about the concerns in her
own camp about how she was per-
ceived by the public.

As the first lady began her bid
for the Senate seat, Grunwald
coached her to keep her tone
conversational and “don’t be de-
fensive” when handling “annoy-
ing questions” from the media.
Grunwald said Clinton was sure
to be asked about her husband’s
Senate impeachment trial earlier
that year and encouraged her to
acknowledge “that of course last
year was rough.”

At the White House, Clinton’s
press secretary, Lisa Caputo,
encouraged the first couple to
capitalize on their 20th wedding
anniversary as “a wonderful op-
portunity for Hillary” and also
suggested she spend more time
doing White House events cel-
ebrating first ladies of the past.

4K records of federal workers lost at national personnel facility

By RoBERT PATRICK
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

ST. LOUIS COUNTY — Na-
tional Personnel Records Center
workers here dumped, stashed
or otherwise destroyed 4,000 re-
cords of individual federal em-
ployees, the head of the National
Archives revealed in a memo this
week.

The magnitude of the loss
— more than twice what was pre-

viously disclosed — is described
in an internal memo obtained
Thursday by the Post-Dispatch.

In it, Archivist of the United
States David S. Ferriero sum-
marized a recent investigation by
the agency’s Office of Inspector
General and the FBI, saying he
was “outraged” to learn records
“had been treated with such
disregard.”

It appears that some workers
took easy shortcuts rather than

investing the time to file docu-
ments properly.

And another agency document
suggests the problem may not be

new.
A July 30, 2012, letter from the
Office of Inspector General said
that as the old records center fa-
cility in Overland was being de-
commissioned in 2011, employees
found documents hidden in pillars
and stuffed into the space between
the floors and the lowest shelves.

Roughly 4,000 documents were
found at that time, including mili-
tary discharge paperwork, medi-
cal documents, Distinguished
Service Medal orders and other
files, it said.

It was not clear Thursday how
much overlap might exist be-
tween the 4,000 documents cited
in the 2012 letter and the 4,000
referred to in Ferriero’s memo.

No one from the center or the
National Archives has responded

to questions about the full extent
of the record loss since the Post-
Dispatch first reported in late
January that more than 1,800 re-
cords had been affected.

The records were not entire
files, but individual documents
that were supposed to be filed in
“existing service folders that had
been retired ... years ago,” Fer-
riero wrote. Many were comput-
er-generated notifications of the
deaths of long-retired veterans.
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No dent in drought
after Calif. soaking

By JUSTIN PRITCHARD
AND ROBERT JABLON
The Associated Press

AZUSA, Calif. — Southern
California has so far been spared
major damage from a powerful
Pacific storm, but forecasters
warn that intense rain will occur
even as it begins to move east.

A burst of heavy showers be-
fore dawn Saturday impacted
wildfire-scarred mountainsides
above foothill suburbs east of Los
Angeles, causing another round
of mud and debris flows in the
city of Glendora.

The National Weather Service
says the center of the system
located off the coast will move
across Southern California to exit
the region, but bands of intense
rain will still occur.

The system has been so volatile
that the weather service issued
a 3:30 a.m. tornado warning for
east-central Los Angeles County
when radar showed the rotation
signature of a tornado and severe
thunderstorms.

The storm, which brought some
of the highest rainfall totals to the
Los Angeles area in years, includ-
ing eight inches on some moun-
tains, was just the beginning of
what the region needs to pull out
of a major drought.

“We need several large storms
and we just don’t see that on the
horizon,” National Weather Ser-
vice meteorologist Eric Boldt said
Friday. “This is a rogue storm.
We will dry out next week.”

But the storm had yet to do se-

rious damage either. At least not
t.

In Azusa and neighboring foot-
hill communities about 25 miles
east of Los Angeles that sit be-
neath nearly 2,000 acres of steep
mountain slopes that just weeks
ago were menaced by a wildfire,
about 1,200 homes were under
evacuation orders over mudflow
fears but were so-far spared.

Inparticular danger were about
adozen homes in Azusa that were
backed up against a steep fire-
denuded hillside several hundred
feet high that authorities feared
could collapse.

Muddy water swept down the
hillside earlier in the day, spread-
ing about two feet of ooze above
one backyard, although fencing
walls and an orchard of about
5,000 avocado trees behind the
development stopped most seri-
ous debris.

Rainfall totals in parts of Cali-
fornia were impressive, espe-
cially in areas that typically don’t
receive much, but not nearly
enough to offer long-term relief
from a long-running drought.

Three inches fell on Bel Air
and Pasadena, and an urban
flash-flood warning that was sent
to cellphones was called late Fri-
day night for central Los Angeles
County.

For the first time in nearly
three years, downtown Los An-
geles received more than 2 inches
— doubling its total for the rainy
season that began in July, the Na-
tional Weather Service said. Yet
the city remained 7 inches below

Rinco H.W. Chiv/AP

A man walks along the mud and debris Saturday on Highcrest Road
in Glendora, Calif. Heavy showers before dawn above
suburbs east of Los Angeles caused another round of mud and

debris flows in the city of Glendora.

the normal 11 inches.

Meanwhile to the east in San
Bernardino County, a levee failed
and put eight houses in danger of
serious flooding, but county fire
crews were working to protect
them and no evacuations were
ordered.

Rain also fell along the central
coast, the San Francisco Bay area
and Central Valley.

Winter storm warnings were in
effect in the Sierra Nevada. About
15 inches of new snow had fallen
by mid-day Friday at the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley’s Cen-
tral Sierra Snow Lab located at
6,900 feet elevation.

A tornado warning was issued
for Sacramento, Yolo and Sutter
Counties Friday night but was
canceled soon after.

Flaws found in Wash.
nuke waste tanks

SPOKANE, Wash. — While one
of the newer double-walled nucle-
ar waste storage tanks at a Wash-
ington state complex has leaked,
six others have “significant con-
struction flaws” that could lead
to additional leaks, according to
documents obtained by The Asso-
ciated Press.

The 28 double-walled tanks at
Hanford nuclear waste complex
hold some of the worst radioactive
waste at the nation’s most contam-
inated nuclear weapons site.

One of those giant tanks was
found to be leaking in 2012. But
subsequent surveys of the other
double-walled tanks performed
for the U.S. Department of Energy
by one of its Hanford contractors
found at least six shared defects
with the leaking tank that could
lead to future leaks, the docu-
ments said. Thirteen additional
tanks also might be compromised,
according to the documents.

Energy Department officials
said the agency continues to make
thorough inspections of the tanks,
and has increased the frequency
of those inspections.

Hanford contains some 53 mil-
lion gallons of high-level radioac-
tive wastes from the production of
plutonium for nuclear weapons.

From The Associated Press

Kankakee freeze worries

Large ice jams encroach on waterfront property Friday along the Kankakee River in Wilmington, Ill. While
the threat of flooding has eased in much of the Chicago area, there’s still concern about the Kankakee
River, because of ice jams in the water.

CHARLES ReEX ARBOGAST/AP

Officials
urge calm
over crack
in dam

The Associated Press

EPHRATA, Wash. — A 65-foot-
long crack in a Columbia River
dam in central Washington has
prompted officials to begin low-
ering the water level by 20 feet so
inspectors can get a better idea of
how serious the damage is.

There’s no immediate threat
to public safety from the crack in
the Wanapum Dam, Grant County
Public Utility District spokesman
Thomas Stredwick said Friday.
The dam is located just down-
stream from where Interstate 90
crosses the river.

“At this point we already know
there’s a serious problem,” Stred-
wick said. “We want to make sure
the spillway is stable enough that
inspectors are safe when inspect-
ingit”

An engineer early last week
spotted a slight “bowing” above
the spillway gates near where
cars can drive across the dam,
The Seattle Times reported. Div-
ers found a 2-inch-wide crack
along the base of one of the spill-
way piers.

Public utility district officials
analyzed the divers’ data and de-
cided Friday that the failure risk
was sufficiently high that they
should notify other government
agencies and downstream water
users.

Officials have lowered the
water level by 6 feet already and
plan to let the level drop another
14 feet by Monday.

Dam failure in the rural area
south of the small town of Vantage
would primarily affect farmers,
fishermen and power generation.
The dam can generate more than
1,000 megawatts of hydroelectric
power.

PUD officials are working with
the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission to determine how
best to repair the cracked pillar.

Repairs could also affect the
rest of the Columbia River hydro-
electric system.

“All these dams coordinate to
generate energy on a regional
scope,” Stredwick said. “If Wa-
napum is impacted, that has im-
pacts on dams upstream as well

Officials with the Bonneville
Power Administration, the fed-
eral utility that sells and trans-
mits much of the Northwest’s
cheap and abundant hydroelec-
tric power, declined to comment
on any potential impact to power
generation, The Times reported.

Wanapum Dam was built in
1959 and is more than a mile
long.

The piers supporting its 10 spill-
way gates are each 65 feet wide,
126 feet tall and 92 feet deep.
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4 shot in Detroit after
fight over tax refund

The Associated Press

DETROIT — A man involved in
a dispute over a tax refund check
opened fire at a Detroit tax prep-
aration business on Friday after-
noon, wounding four employees.

Police said the suspected gun-
man was arrested running from
the scene and a woman involved
in the dispute turned herself in
later in the day.

The shooting happened at Tax
City Tax Service on the city’s east
side.

Deputy Police Chief Rodney
Johnson said the woman became
upset when her tax refund wasn’t
ready Friday and started scuf-
fling with the guard. Johnson

said the man with her pulled a
gun and started shooting.

The security guard was
wounded, as were three other
employees.

One victim was in critical con-
dition, while the other three were
listed in serious condition.

“There were no fatalities, thank
goodness,” Johnson said.

Johnson said a passer-by
flagged down a police officer and
pointed out the suspect, who was
arrested less than a block from
the shooting.

Police had been looking for
the woman, but Johnson said she
walked into a police precinct and
turned herself in Friday evening.

Davip GoLoman/AP

A photo of retired Lt. Col. Ronald Westbrook, 72, who suffered
from Alzheimer’s Disease, sits on the coffee table in his home in

Chickamauga, Ga., on Friday.

No charges in shooting
of Alzheimer’s patient

By Ray HENrY
The Associated Press

ATLANTA— A man who fatally
shot a wandering Alzheimer’s pa-
tient in the early-morning hours
will not face criminal charges, a
local prosecutor said Friday.

Joe Hendrix, 35, fatally shot
Ronald Westbrook, 72, on Nov.
27. The elderly man had slipped
from his home and wandered in
the cold and dark for hours until
randomly approaching the rural
home of Hendrix’s fiancee, re-
peatedly knocking on the door
and ringing the bell.

Hendrix’s fiancee called emer-
gency services, while Hendrix
grabbed his .40-caliber handgun,
went outside and confronted the
unknown man in the dark. Hen-
drix told police that he could see
that man was carrying a cylin-
drical object, which turned out
to be a flashlight. The unknown
man ignored shouts to stop and
came at Hendrix, he later told po-

lice. Hendrix fired three or four
times, wounding Westbrook in
the chest.

District Attorney Herbert
Franklin said he could press
charges only if investigators
could prove that Hendrix was not
acting in self-defense when he
pulled the trigger.

Hendrix appreciated the care
and deliberation shown by inves-
tigators, said his attorney, Lee
Davis.

“Mr. Hendrix fully acknowl-
edges the loss to Westbrook fam-
ily, and his thoughts and prayers
are with them,” Davis said in a
statement.

The outcome brought no solace
to Westbrook’s family.

“I'malittle upset,” said Deanne
Westbrook, the slain man’s
widow. “... I really wanted to see
it go before a grand jury, and then
maybe before a jury. But they tell
me there’s not enough evidence
for that.”

Tom Bauer, THe (MissouLa, Mont.) MissouLian/AP

Rescuers dig at the scene of an avalanche in Rattlesnake Valley in Missoula, Mont., on Friday.

3 rescued after avalanche

destroys Montana house

The Associated Press

MISSOULA, Mont. — An ava-
lanche roared into a residential
neighborhood in the western
Montana city of Missoula on Fri-
day and destroyed a house, but
three people were found alive
amid the snow and wreckage, po-
lice said.

The survivors were an elderly
couple and an 8-year-old boy, po-
lice Sgt. Travis Welsh said.

No one else had been reported
missing.

All three were taken to a hospi-
tal. Their conditions weren’t im-
mediately known, but Welsh said
the man was talking to rescuers.

“It’s pretty incredible that we
pulled three living bodies out of
there,” Welsh said.

Part of the house was upended
and lying on its side, and the area

around it appeared to be strewn
with debris. A utility pole tilted at
a pronounced angle.

The elderly couple lived in the
house that was destroyed. Police
weren’t sure whether the boy
lived there or elsewhere.

The avalanche slid down Mount
Jumbo into the northeast Missou-
la neighborhood at about 4 p.m.

Authorities said avalanche con-
ditions around the city remained
dangerous Friday night after a
storm brought blizzard conditions
to much of the region.

Police asked residents of vul-
nerable neighborhoods to consid-
er leaving but did not require or
recommend evacuations, Welsh
said.

Neighbors and the first re-
sponders to reach the scene dug
frantically through the snow and

debris, the Missoulian reported.

Firefighters with avalanche
probes — long poles used to pen-
etrate the snow to find victims
— then took over, and the boy was
pulled from the snow about 5:15
p.m.

The Missoulian reported the
man was found about an hour
later and his wife about an hour
after that.

A natural gas leak also was
reported in the area, and utility
crews were summoned.

Cheryl McMillan, who lives
near the house that was de-
stroyed, told the Missoulian she
heard a roar, but didn’t know
what it was at first.

“Then, when we looked again,
we saw that their whole house
was kind of no longer there, at
least the top floor,” she said.

Baby’s tumor containing teeth removed

By AnDREA K. WALKER
The Baltimore Sun

BALTIMORE — Doctors at
Johns Hopkins Hospital have
removed a rare tumor that con-
tained several fully grown teeth
from a baby boy’s brain.

The tumor was found in the
then-4-month-old from West Vir-
ginia in 2012 after a pediatrician
noticed that his head was unusu-
ally large for his age.

Doctors wrote about the find-
ings in an article that appeared
this week in the New England
Journal of Medicine. The dis-
covery could someday help re-
searchers trying to cure diseases
or grow new organs, medical ex-

perts said.

“It gives us more insight into
the origins of the tumor,” said Dr.
Edward Ahn, a pediatric neuro-
surgeon at Johns Hopkins who
was the lead surgeon in the case.

The tumor found in the child
was a craniopharyngioma, a rare
mass found mostly in young chil-
dren that can press up against the
pituitary gland and optic nerve
and can cause pressure in the
brain, according to the National
Institutes of Health.

Only five other cases in medi-
cal literature found teeth in those
types of tumors, Ahn said.

Teeth are more commonly
found in another kind of tumor,
teratomas. Doctors have found

many bodily structures, includ-
ing fingers and even partially
formed humans, in teratomas
because their cells have the abil-
ity to form any kind of cell type
or organ system within the tumor
mass, said Dr. James T. Rutka, a
pediatric neurosurgeon and chair
of the University of Toronto’s de-
partment of surgery who was not
involved in the Maryland case.

“If they are absolutely certain
this is a craniopharyngioma, it
would be way less common” to
have teeth or any body part, said
Rutka, the editor-in-chief of the
Journal of Neurosurgery and
a past president of the Ameri-
can Association of Neurological
Surgeons.
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Ukraine: Official says Putin got ‘entire arsenal of means’ to settle situation

FROM FRONT PAGE

Russia’s upper house also rec-
ommended that Moscow recall
its ambassador from Washington
over Obama’s comments.

Ukraine already had accused
Russia on Friday of a “military
invasion and occupation” of the
Crimean peninsula, where Rus-
sia’s Black Sea fleet is based.
Ukrainian Prime Minister Ar-
seny Yatsenyuk called on Mos-
cow “to recall their forces, and
to return them to their stations,”
according to the Interfax news
agency. “Russian partners, stop
provoking civil and military re-
sistance in Ukraine.”

The crisis was sparked when
Ukraine’s deposed president, Vic-
tor Yanukovych, ditched a deal for
closer ties to the EU and instead
turned toward Moscow. Months
of protests followed, culminating
in security forces killing dozens
of protesters and Yanukovych
fleeing to Russia.

Ignoring Obama’s warning,
Putin said the “extraordinary sit-
uation in Ukraine” was putting at
risk the lives of Russian citizens
and military personnel stationed
at a naval base that Moscow has
maintained in the Black Sea pen-
insula since the Soviet collapse.

The U.N. Security Council
called an urgent meeting on
Ukraine on Saturday, and the Eu-
ropean Union foreign ministers
will hold an emergency meeting
Monday to discuss the crisis.

Reflecting a degree of caution,
Deputy Foreign Minister Grigory
Karasin, who presented Putin’s
request to the upper house, told
reporters that the motion doesn’t
mean that the president would im-
mediately send additional troops
to Ukraine.

“There is no talk about it yet,”
he said.

Putin’s spokesman, Dmitry
Peskov, said in remarks on Ros-
siya 24 television that while the
president “got the entire arse-
nal of means necessary for set-
tling this situation,” he hadn’t
yet decided whether to use the
Russian military in Ukraine or
to recall the ambassador from
‘Washington.

“He will make these decisions
depending on how the situation
will develop,” Peskov said. “We
would like to hope that the situ-
ation will not develop along the
scenario it’s developing now —
that is inciting tensions and mak-
ing a threat for the Russians on
the Crimean peninsula.”

The U.N. Security Council
called an urgent meeting on
Ukraine on Saturday, and the Eu-
ropean Union foreign ministers
will hold an emergency meeting
Monday to discuss the crisis.

Putin’s motion loosely refers to
the “territory of Ukraine” rather
than specifically to Crimea, rais-
ing the possibility that Moscow
could use military force in other
Russian-speaking areas in east-
ern and southern Ukraine, where
many oppose the new authorities
in Kiev. Pro-Russian protests
were reported in the eastern cit-
ies of Kharkiv, Donetsk and Lu-
hansk and the southern port of
Odessa.

In Kharkiv, 97 people were

Troops in unmarked uniforms stand guard on the
identify them as belonging to the Russian mnlltary

number plates

A wounded pi

Ukraine, on An embl

AP photos
on one of the vehicles and their

rn activist sits after clashes with pro-Ru

ro-Weste
activists at the local administration building in the norlheastem city

of Kharkiv on Saturday.

injured in clashes between pro-
Russia demonstrators and sup-
porters of the new Ukrainian
government, according to the In-
terfax news agency.

Ukraine’s population is divid-
ed in loyalties between Russia
and Europe, with much of west-
ern Ukraine advocating closer
ties with the European Union
while eastern and southern re-
gions look to Russia for support.
Crimea, a semi-autonomous
region of Ukraine, is mainly
Russian-speaking.

In Saturday’s parliamentary
session in Moscow, a deputy
house speaker said Obama had in-
sulted Russia and crossed a “red
line,” and the upper house recom-
mended the Russian ambassador
in Washington be recalled. It will

be up to Putin to decide whether
that happens.

In Crimea, the pro-Russian
prime minister who took office
after gunmen seized the regional
Parliament claimed control of
the military and police there and
asked Putin for help in keeping
peace, sharpening the discord be-
tween the two neighboring Slavic
countries.

Ukraine’s acting president,
Oleksandr Turchynov, said the
election of Sergei Aksyonov as
prime minister of Crimea was
invalid.

Ukrainian officials and some
Western diplomats said that a
Russian military intervention is
already well underway after heav-
ily armed gunmen in unmarked
military uniforms seized control

after recent deadly clashes with
Th of

worked in the Ukrainian capital cleaning debris from the streets.

of local government buildings,
airports and other strategic facil-
ities in Crimea in recent days.

Crimea only became part of
Ukraine in 1954 when Soviet
leader Nikita Khrushchev trans-
ferred jurisdiction from Russia.
The Soviet breakup in 1991 meant
Crimea landed in an independent
Ukraine.

Russia put pressure on Ukraine
from another direction when a

k for state gas

Gazprom said that Ukraine owed
$1.59 billion in overdue bills for
imported gas. Sergei Kuprianov
was quoted by the RIA-Novosti
agency as saying the gas arrears
would endanger a recent discount
granted by Russia. The Rus-
sian payment demand and loss
of the discount would accelerate

Ukraine’s financial crisis.

Russia has taken a confronta-
tional stance toward its southern
neighbor after Yanukovych fled
the country. Yanukovych was
voted out of office by parliament
after weeks of protests ended in
violence that left more than 80
people dead.

Aksyonov, the Crimean leader,
appealed to Putin “for assistance
in guaranteeing peace and calm-
ness on the territory of the au-
tonomous republic of Crimea.”
Aksyonov was voted in by the
Crimean parliament on Thursday
after pro-Russia gunmen seized
the building and as tensions
soared over Crimea’s resistance
to the new authorities in Kiev,
who took office this week.
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Iraqi army struggling in
against Islamists in Anbar

By Lovepay MORRIS
The Washington Post

DIWANIYAH, Iraq — The
United States is shipping arms to
Iraq to help its army fight a Sunni
Islamist insurgency in Anbar
province. But some Iraqi soldiers
argue that basic planning and sup-
plies are just as sorely needed.

Lt. Col. Thab Hashem, a deputy
army commander based at the
8th Division headquarters in this
southern city, recounted a se-
ries of what he said were poorly
planned and executed missions in
Anbar. There, the government is
struggling to oust militants from
the Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria, an al-Qaida splinter group
that has proved a formidable foe.

Hashem described one mission
in early January in the Anbar cap-
ital of Ramadi, where the army is

trying to crush pockets of insur-
gency, as a “mess.” The aim was to
reach a bridge at the end of Street
60, a notorious stronghold for mil-
itants and tribesmen who seized
the city in January. Troops from
four divisions entered after sun-
set, he said, although only a few
had night-vision goggles and the
pre-mission briefing was weak.

“There were no maps, there
were no details,” he said in an
interview last month while on
leave, recovering from an injury.
The convoy lost eight Humvees
after coming under fire and hit-
ting a roadside bomb, he said, and
at least one soldier was killed.

“We reached the bridge but it
was a disaster,” he said, describ-
ing the purpose of the mission as
“just to be there.”

That operation was one of sev-
eral ill-fated missions that have

characterized Iraq’s battle against
the group in Anbar and under-
scored the weakness of security
forces that the United States spent
more than $20 billion to train and
equip, according to the Congres-
sional Research Service.

In December, more than a
dozen soldiers, including a di-
vision commander and several
high-ranking officers, were killed
in an ambush as they attempted to
clear one of the group’s training
camps. That incident prompted
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki
to take a more assertive stance
in Anbar, including by cracking
down on Sunni demonstrators
who were protesting against his
Shiite-led government.

In another high-profile inci-
dent, four special forces soldiers
were executed in late January
after being captured by Islamist

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The United
Nations said Saturday that vio-
lence across Iraq in February
killed 703 people, a death toll
higher than the year before as
the country faces a rising wave
of militant attacks rivaling the
sectarian bloodshed that fol-
lowed the U.S.-led invasion.

The figures issued by the
U.N’s mission to Iraq are
near January’s death toll of
733, showing that a surge of
violence that began 10 months
ago with a government crack-
down on a Sunni protest camp
is not receding. Meanwhile,
attacks Saturday killed at least

UN says 703 killed in
Iraq in February attacks

five people and wounded 14,
authorities said.

Attacks in February killed
564 civilians and 139 security
force members in February,
the UN. said. The violence
wounded 1,381, the vast ma-
jority civilians, it said. That
compares to February 2013,
when attacks killed 418 civil-
ians and wounded 704.

The capital, Baghdad, was
the worst affected with 239
people killed, according to
the U.N. Two predominantly
Sunni provinces — central
Salaheddin with 121 killed
and northern Ninevah with 94
killed — followed.

insurgents, who broadcast a video
of their deaths on the Internet.
As the fight in Anbar has esca-
lated, Washington has responded
to pleas from the Iraqgi govern-
ment by stepping up deliveries of
light arms, Hellfire missiles and

surveillance drones to Baghdad.
Iraq also has turned to Iran for
military support. Iran has signed
a deal to sell Irag ammunition
and weapons worth $195 million,
Reuters reported on Monday, cit-
ing leaked documents.

Protest in Venezuela

Anti

holidays leading up to the March 5

y of F

Roorico Asp/AP

take cover from a police water cannon Friday in Caracas, Venezuela. The start of a weeklong string of
i Hugo Chavez’s death has not ended street protests there.

At least 27 dead, 109 hurt in knife attack in China

The Associated Press

BEIJING — A group of knife-
wielding men attacked a train
station in southwestern China
on Saturday, leaving at least 27
people dead and another 109 in-
jured, the official Xinhua News
Agency said, making it one of the
deadliest attacks in China in re-

cent years.

Xinhua did not provide more
details about the evening attack
at the Kunming Railway Station
in Yunnan province, nor identify
the attackers. Kunming city po-
lice said they did not have any
immediate information to release
about the attack.

Local television station K6 said

that several of the attackers were
shot by police and that victims
were being transported to local
hospitals.

The state-run Yunnan News
said that the men were wear-
ing uniforms when they stormed
the railway station and that gun-
shots were heard after police
responded.

Photos  circulating  online
showed scattered luggage and
bodies lying on the floor in blood.

The motive behind the attack
was not immediately clear, but
China has seen a number of mass
stabbings and other attacks car-
ried out by people bearing grudg-
es against society.

Ex-Gitmo
inmate faces
Syria terror
charges

The Associated Press

LONDON — A former Guan-
tanamo Bay detainee and human
rights activist was arraigned
Saturday in a London court on
cha.rges of promoting terrorism
in Syria.

Moazzam
Begg, 45, a
prominent
defender
of  terror-
ist suspects’ ||
rights since |
his  return
to Britain in
2005, denied 4
charges that
he provided Begg
terrorist training and funded
overseas terrorism. He was or-
dered held in custody until his
next court appearance March 14.

Begg was arrested Tuesday
along with three others in Bir-
mingham, Britain’s second-larg-
est city. One, Gerrie Tahari, 44,
appeared alongside him in court
Saturday and denied a charge of
aiding overseas terrorism.

Detectives still are question-
ing the two others, among them
Tahari’s 20-year-old son.

Begg was arrested in Pakistan
in 2002 as an “enemy combatant.”
He was held by U.S. forces in Af-
ghanistan and was sent a year
later to the U.S.-run prison camp
in Cuba. He was released without
charge in 2005 and now helps to
direct a London-based lobbying
group called Cage.

Cage branded the charges
against Begg as an attempt to si-
lence him.
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Iran: Religious beliefs rule out nuclear arms

By AL1 AKBAR DAREINT
The Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s president said
the Islamic Republic has decided not to de-
velop nuclear weapons out of principle, not
only because it is prevented so by treaties.

Hassan Rouhani told Defense Minis-
try officials Saturday that, if Iran wanted
weapons of mass destruction, it would be
easier for it to make chemical or biological
weapons.

Rouhani was reiterating a policy set
by Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, who issued a religious decree
banning the production and use of nuclear
weapons. He has said holding such arms
is a sin as well as “useless, harmful and
dangerous.”

“We are not after weapons of mass de-
struction. That’s our red line,” he said. “If
Iran was after weapons of mass destruc-
tion, it would build chemical weapons.
Those are easier to make. It would build
biological arms, which are even easier
than making chemical weapons.”

He said Iran’s “beliefs” and commitment
to “ethical principles,” not merely the U.N’s
nuclear non-proliferation treaty, prevent it
from making a bomb. Iran is a signatory to
the NPT and says it will remain commit-
ted to its obligations not to build nuclear
weapons under the treaty but will not com-
promise on its right to enrich uranium and
produce nuclear fuel.

“We signed these treaties to show the
world we are not after such weapons,” he
told military commanders. “Even if there

were no NPT or other treaties, our belief,
our faith, our religion and principles tell us
not to seek weapons of mass destruction.”

The U.S. and its allies fear that Iran
seeks to develop the ability to make a nu-
clear weapon, should it want one. Iran de-
nies the charge, saying its nuclear program
is peaceful and geared toward generating
electricity and producing radioisotopes to
treat cancer patients.

Rouhani said his government’s policy of
moderation and easing tensions with the
outside world is “not a tactic” but a genu-
ine change in the Islamic Republic’s for-
eign policy.

“The foreign policy of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran is based on easing tensions
and building confidence with the world.
This is not a tactic or slogan. Iran is not
seeking tensions with others ... but we don’t

compromise on our dignity, independence,
national interests and values,” he said.

Rouhani said his countrymen elected
him president in June to change Iran’s for-
eign policy and shift away from the bom-
bastic style adopted under his predecessor,
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. He has said how-
ever that its principles — including main-
taining a peaceful nuclear program — will
not change.

That policy, also supported by Khame-
nei, led to a historic interim nuclear deal
with world powers Nov. 24 in Geneva.

Iran stopped enriching uranium to 20
percent and started neutralizing its ex-
isting stockpile of that grade — just steps
away from weapons material — in Janu-
ary in order to fulfil commitments reached
under the deal.

Australians

Report: UK spy agency

near mine
fire advised
to evacuate

By Rop McGUIRK
The Associated Press

CANBERRA, Australia — The
elderly, young children and preg-
nant women were advised Friday
to evacuate an Australian town
that has been shrouded by smoke
and ash from a burning coal mine
for almost three weeks.

Victoria state Chief Health Of-
ficer Rosemary Lester said vul-
nerable residents were advised
to leave the town of Morwell as
a precaution because the fire in
the nearby Hazelwood Coal Mine
is expected to spew smoke for at
least 10 more days.

Residents of Morwell, a town of
14,000 in the Latrobe Valley east
of Melbourne, have complained
of chest ailments and headaches
caused by the acrid smoke.

Lester said that health workers
had not yet seen serious health
effects from the smoke, and that
there had not been a sharp in-
crease in ambulance calls or hos-
pital admissions.

“But we do know that the lon-
ger the vulnerable people spend
in the fine particles from the
smoke, that that’s a continuing
risk to them,” she said.

In addition to people aged over
65 years, under school-age chil-
dren and pregnant women, Lester
advised people with pre-existing
heart and lung problems to tem-

INciDENT ConTRoL CENTRE/AP

Firefighters battle a fire burning at the Hazelwood Coal Mine at

Morwell, Australia, on Tuesday.

porarily leave town.

Graeme Middlemiss, a Morwell
resident and elected member of
the local council, said some peo-

ple had already left town because
of the smoke and that authori-
ties should have been quicker to
respond.

collected images of
Yahoo webcam chats

ELLEN NAKASHIMA
The Washington Post

The British spy agency GCHQ,
aided by systems provided by the
National Security Agency, collect-
ed still images of Yahoo webcam
chats in bulk and saved them to its
databases, regardless of whether
the users were intelligence tar-
gets, according to a report in The
Guardian on Thursday.

The program was code-named
Optic Nerve, according to docu-
ments obtained by the British
newspaper from former NSA con-
tractor Edward Snowden.

Between 2008 and 2010, and in
one six-month period in 2008, the
agency collected webcam images,
“including substantial quantities
of sexually explicit communica-
tions,” from more than 1.8 million
‘Yahoo user accounts globally, the
paper reported.

The Guardian reported that
Britain has no restrictions to
prevent Americans’ images from
being accessed by GCHQ analysts
without an individual warrant.

Yahoo, an American multina-
tional company based in Sunny-
vale, Calif., said it was not aware
of the activity, nor would it con-
done it. “This report, if true,
represents a whole new level of
violation of our users’ privacy
that is completely unacceptable,”
a Yahoo representative said in an
email.

The paper reported that the

documents ‘“chronicle GCHQ’s
sustained struggle to keep the
large store of sexually explicit
imagery collected by Optic Nerve
away from the eyes of its staff,
though there is little discussion
about the privacy implications

of storing

4, this material
Yahoo in the first
deserves  place”
the Yahoo’s
L statement
majority of aid the Sili-
the blame. gon Valley
irm “strong-
- The ly callls] on
technology the world’s
to protect governments
to  reform
surveillance

law” consis-
tent with the
principles

outlined in
December
by US. tech
firms.

But Chris-
topher
Soghoian,
principal technologist with the
American Civil Liberties Union,
said, “Yahoo deserves the ma-
jority of the blame here” for not
shielding customers’ privacy.
“The technology to protect your
users doesn’t require some kind
of Manhattan Project,” he said.
“It’s just sitting there. Anyone
can use it.”

Christopher

Soghoian
American Civil
Liberties Union

Citing elderly, Seoul proposes regular family reunions with N. Korea

The Associated Press

SEOUL — South Korea’s presi-
dent on Saturday proposed the
rival Koreas hold reunions of
Korean War-divided families on
a regular basis, saying time was
running out for the elderly sepa-
rated by hostilities and politics.

South Korea has made simi-
lar proposals in the past, but

President Park Geun-hye’s latest
overture came after the two Ko-
reas last month held their first
reunions of families separated by
the 1950-53 Korean War in more
than three years.

“There are separated families
in North Korea as well. I believe
North Korea should also ease the
anguish and pain of its people,”

she said in a speech marking
Korea’s 1919 uprising against
Japan’s colonial rule.

North Korea didn't immedi-
ately respond to Park’s proposal.
Analysts say North Korea has
been reluctant to increase family
reunions due to worries that doing
so could open the country to influ-
ence from affluent South Korea

and threaten its grip on power.
The latest six-day family re-
unions were arranged after North
Korea began calling for better
ties with South Korea in what
outside analysts say is an effort to
win foreign aid and investment.
North Korea earlier threatened
to cancel the reunions in anger
over annual military drills be-

tween Seoul and Washington that
it calls a preparation for invasion.
The North let the reunions pro-
ceed after high-level talks with
South Korea, though the drills
went ahead as scheduled. In an
apparent protest of the drills,
South Korea said North Korea
fired four short-range Scud mis-
siles into the sea on Thursday.
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Jessica A. STEWART, THe ST. JoserH (Mo.) News-Press/AP

LM Orero/AP

From left: Bicycles are covered in snow drifts Friday as much of downtown Missoula, Mont., was deserted due to a snowstorm; Memphis Moore, 6, and his dad, Travis
Tittsworth, sled down the hill at Noyes Field in St. Joseph, Mo.; Olive Larsen, 3, sticks out her tongue to catch snow as her mother, Liz Larsen, carries her in a light snowfall in
the Dallas suburb of Richardson, Texas.

In the grip of a weather obsession

E-devices, 24/7 forecasts feed what appears to be another modern-day preoccupation

By MACKENZIE CARPENTER
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

PITTSBURGH
ois Rutherford is a hardy
74-year-old who has seen
some rough weather in
her day: “Charlie, David,

Hugo,” she said while standing on
a frigid Pittsburgh viewing deck
recently, ticking off the names of
hurricanes that have raked her
hometown of Charleston, S.C.

But Hercules? Janus? Those
studly “named” winter blizzards
— introduced by The Weather
Channel in 2012 — didn’t ring a
bell with Rutherford, who none-

theless describes herself as
happily obsessed with weather
coverage.

“I'love the weather. It may be 7
degrees, but it doesn’t bother me
one little bit, and I am not going
to let it stop me from coming up
here before I go back to Charles-
ton tomorrow,” she said.

“Where it’s 60 degrees,” noted
her son Ron, of Bethel Park, Pa.,
as he nudged her to get back in
the car.

With a so-called polar vortex
paying multiple visits to Pitts-
burgh so far this winter, people
seem to be reacting to the frigid
temperatures in three different
ways:

H They hibernate (even though
humans are not hibernating

Bella, a Yorkshire terrier,

animals).

m They recreate (take that any
way you want, but we’re referring
to those who like to ski, skate or
ice fish).

mOr they fixate, like Ruther-
ford, on the weather.

The windchill factor. Record
lows, record highs. Snow drift
patterns. In the summer, dew
points and derechos (straight-
line winds). In the winter, Alberta
clippers, polar vortexes and now
snowstorms named for Greek
gods.

“We Americans love our
weather,” said Justin Roberti, a
spokesman for AccuWeather, the
for-profit service based in State
College, Pa. “Weather is very per-
sonal to us. We use it to run our
lives, and we’re very emotional
about it.”

As compared to what other
country? France?

“Europe isn’t as into weather
as we are,” he said — although he
hastily added that AccuWeather
actually provides weather for
every longitude and latitude in 27
languages, “and we are seen by a
billion people per day.”

Have people always been this
way? Or are we in the grip of yet
another unhealthy modern-day
addiction fed by media, whether
in the guise of local TV weather
forecasts, Internet sites, blogs,

chases
Dakota Gruver 7, down a slope at the
Hillandale Golf (:onrse in Durham, N.

P (Rarsian, N.C.) News,

mobile apps or 24/7 cable weath-
er channels?

Weather source

It appears the latter is true,
even as the weather business is
being buffeted by the winds of
change. A two-week standoff be-
tween The Weather Channel and
DirecTV has roiled the viewing
habits of hundreds of thousands,
even as that other big for-profit
weather player, AccuWeather,
seeks to leverage the dispute to at-
tract publicity for its own planned
24/7 weather channel.

Allof this is happening in an era
when weather junkies can check
radar on their smartphone and
the idea of a 24/7 weather chan-
nel is looking more and more like
a relic of the 1980s, when cable
television was in its infancy and
the need for content was acute.

Today, 67 percent of people age
40 or older still rely on televi-
sion weather — whether local
or cable — first and foremost,
according to the Pew Research
Center, compared with 21 per-
cent who rely on the Internet.
Under age 40, though, it’s more
of a tie, with 44 percent rely-
ing on television and 41
percent relying on the
Internet.

In such a climate, the econom-
ics of round-the-clock coverage,
at least when skies are clear, ap-
pear increasingly murky, and in
recent years, more than 40 per-
cent of The Weather Channel’s
programming has been dedicated
toreality shows, not weather —an
approach that actually brings in
higher ratings during quiet spells,
Weather Channel spokeswoman
Shirley Powell said.

A storm brews

On Jan. 14, DirecTV stopped
carrying The Weather Channel
after negotiations broke down,
clalmmg in a statement that the

han- nel had strayed
too far from its
mission —

“Consum-

oy,

derstand there are now a variety
of other ways to get weather cover-
age, free of reality show clutter.”

There are reports that the satel-
lite broadcaster wants reduced the
fees it pays The Weather Channel,
which is co-owned by NBCUni-
versal, by 20 percent. It also added
no-frills WeatherNation, which
uses a three-hour taped loop in-
stead of broadcasting live.

The Weather Channel cried
foul, calling WeatherNation a
cheaper version of itself without
the kind of experience and deep
bench strength it possesses — 220
meteorologists are on staff there.

More than 4 million customers
have complained about DirecTV’s
move on keeptheweatherchannel.
com, the company claims.

Do people really need two
weather cable channels — or
any?

Sure they do, especially this
winter, when a certain sense
of community seems to have
evolved as we remain trapped

together under an iron dome

of cold that dulls the

sky, bleaches dark

asphalt  streets

a chalky white
ake
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By STEVE CAMPBELL
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

‘After more than
100 years in decline,

~ cider

Is making
a massive
omehack’

ider was once America’s drink.

But after getting buried by

beer and trampled by the tem-

perance movement, one of the
world’s oldest alcoholic beverages is
fermenting a rebirth.

“After more than 100 years in de-
cline, cider is making a massive come-
back,” said Will McClatchey, director of
research at the Botanical Research In-
stitute of Texas (BRIT) in Fort Worth,
Texas, who has been studying cider or-
chards around the world since 2005.

Now they are popping up around
him.

Englishman Ed Gibson, who rolled
out the first batch of hard cider two
years ago from his company, Austin
Eastciders, says:
“The renaissance
is happening right
infrontofus. Even
the big guys like
Anheuser-Busch
and Stella-Artois
are bringing out
ciders.”

This isn’t the
sweet apple juice
that most Ameri-
cans think of as
cider. The hard
stuff is usually
fermented from
the myriad vari-
eties of tart, bit-
tersweet apples
grown for drink-
ing, not eating,
McClatchey said.

While cider
is still a niche
market, the rise
in US. sales is
an eye opener.
According to
Impact Databank, which tracks sta-
tistics for the wine, beer and spirits
industry, the top 10 cider brands in
the U.S. collectively grew by 62
percent in 2012.

The comeback has been driv-
en by the same foodie mindset
that cherishes local products
and thathas sparked an explo-

sion in craft beer and micro
distilling, McClatchey said.

Traveling to 23 countries,

he interviewed nearly

500 cider makers, most of

whom own small farms,

about their methods of
producing a beverage that
goes back thousands of
years.
“We were trying to
understand how people
managed these cider oper-
ations before the industrial
age,” said McClatchey, who
started the biodiversity
project with colleague Dave
Reedy at the University of
Hawaii and then brought it
with him to BRIT in 2010.

Along the way, the pair com-

piled in-depth tasting evalua-
tions of ciders from 1,500 small

farmers and 1,000 commercial
operations.

“The flavors and colors are all
over the place,” McClatchey said.
“Some of them I hated, and others

PHoTos BY of

KHAMPHA were delicious.”

Bouapnanw/ The scientist recently poured an

Fort Worth f

Star-Telegram amux_qd-the-world tasting of a dozen_ or
so ciders ranging from Appalachian

Will McClatchey “rocket fuel” to nuanced French and

of the Botanical Spanish “apple wines” to traditional dry

ciders.
The liquid tour of far-flung fermented
apple derivatives vividly illustrated that

Research Institute of
Texas has been studying
cider orchards since 2005.

Hard cider bottles collected at the
Botanical Research Institute of Texas
give an idea of the variety available.

the bubble-gum sweet hard ciders that
Americans might have experienced are
far removed from what Europeans are
drinking. Or what our American ances-
tors were downing.

But early Americans weren’t neces-
sarily drinking cider as a “means to get
sauced,” McClatchey said. They were
sanitizing polluted drinking water.

Orchards across America grew hun-
dreds of cider apple varieties to crush,
ferment and create alcohol that was
mixed in a 50/50 blend with water to kill
bacteria.

“People would be drinking a gallon a
day of low-alcohol cider,” he said.

MecClatchey has found a few rem-
nants of those heritage orchards still
producing fruit in North Texas. Most of
them were atop two shallow limestone
outcroppings where
the soil is conducive
to orchards.

He and his wife
based their house
hunt on that geology
when they moved to
the area. Now he’s
growing 80 apple
trees and 100 grape-
vines on his 2-acre
lot in suburban Fort
Worth.

What started the
decline of cider in
America was the ad-
vent of deep-water
drilling methods
that lessened the de-
pendence on surface
water or shallow
wells, McClatchey
said.

Two other factors
helpedkill cider: The
preference for beer
by many European
immigrants and the
spread of the temperance movement,
which eventually led to many of the old
cider orchards being chopped down
during Prohibition.

Gibson in Austin and two young en-
trepreneurs in Houston and Dallas are
working to reboot the tradition in Texas

“There’s a renaissance in the cider
industry right now,” says Jake Schiffer,
24, who started Texas’ first licensed ci-
dery, Leprechaun Cider Co., three years
ago in Houston with money his parents
had saved for his college education.

Schiffer, who was introduced to ciders
in Ireland and Italy, teamed up with the
largest apple orchard in Oregon to pro-
duce his recipes for six ciders. Now he’s
working to convince people that cider is
more than a sweet “girl’s drink.”

“In Italy it’s like apple champagne,”
he said. “In my introduction to it in
Ireland, it was these big rugby players
drinking pints of cider all night long.”

But when he came back home, he
noticed that although there were hun-
dreds of craft beers and micro-distilled
spirits on the shelves, there were only a
few mass-market sweet ciders.

“I decided I wanted to do something
different,” Schiffer said.

Schiffer started selling to just three
bars. Then he “got very lucky” when his
distributor landed Leprechaun in Whole
Foods Markets within two weeks.

Last year, the company sold 50,000
gallons of cider, which takes a mountain
of apples. Producing just one bottle re-
quires 80 apples. That amounts to 120
tons of fruit for every 15,000 gallons of
cider, Schiffer said.

Marketing is still challenging, he
said.

“Cider is the redheaded stepchild
of the alcohol industry,” Schiffer said.
“People don’t realize that ciders are like
wines and craft beer.”
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his is not your dad’s
stuffed deer head.

After decades of being
relegated to man caves
and hunting lodges, taxi-
dermy is hip.

Three television shows
delve into the art of pre-

serving animals, and its practitioners, who
are, as you might imagine, a quirky lot.
There are national taxidermy competi-
tions and conferences and even a Brooklyn
museum devoted to the art.

At Bazaar, a curiosity shop in Baltimore
that opened last year, taxidermied duck-
lings that died soon after pecking through
their shells, jars with preserved fox and
coyote heads and even a rare albino rac-
coon are on display. The shop can’t keep up
with the demand for the taxidermy work-
shops it started hosting last month.

Tickets for an upcoming class on pre-
serving moles — and outfitting them with
eyeglasses and coffee mugs — sold out
within minutes, said Bazaar co-owner
Greg Hatem, 26.

“We had people lined up at the door to
get in the class,” he said.

Unlike the stuffed bucks and bears of
years past, today’s taxidermy skews to-
ward the fanciful. Think two-headed squir-
rels, goats with fishtails or mice wearing
petticoats.

Practitioners are more likely to scour
country roads for dead animals than hunt.
And, in contrast to the boys club atmosphere
in most taxidermy shops, many of the big-
gest names in taxidermy today are women.

“It’s like any other art,” said Miranda
Beck, 36, a Baltimore aesthetician. “It’s
so interesting to me to have these wild,
untamable animals in my living room, to
bring the wildness in.”

Beck vowed to learn taxidermy to mark
her 30th birthday, and, since then, she
has preserved eight animals. And that’s
not counting the pets she mummified for
friends or the earrings she fashioned from
deer vertebrae.

Beck, who grew up in the city, said her
closest brushes with wildlife as a child
were taxidermied animals in the Smithso-
nian. A self-described “anatomy geek,” she
savors studying animals she would never
be able to get close to in the wild.

While modern taxidermy — the prac-
tice of preserving, stuffing and mounting
animals — arose in the 1700s, the current
fascination is inspired by the whimsical
creations of the Victorian era, said Robert
Marbury. He is a Baltimore resident, al-
though he’s also the president of the Min-
nesota Association of Rogue Taxidermists.

While traditional taxidermists attempt
to create a perfect specimen of an animal
in a lifelike pose, rogue taxidermists cre-
ate chimeras — say the head of a chicken
on a body of a cat — or pose animals to
make them look human. The works are
playful, sometimes tongue-in-cheek, and
often quite beautiful.

Marbury says taxidermy provides a con-
nection to the visceral realities of fur and
bone and death, even — a sharp contrast to
the virtual worlds that consume us.

Beck was among a dozen people who
filed into Bazaar for a winged-guinea pig-
making workshop on a recent Sunday.

Brian Henry, left, and
Greg Hatem are owners of
Bazaar, a Baltimore shop
that specializes in oddities
and taxidermied creatures.
Algerina Perna

The Baltimore Sun/MCT

P———
Protos By Kairun Newman, THe Bativore Sun/MCT

Above: Bazaar offers taxidermy classes
to the public where participants can take
home their creations.

Right: A sampling of products available
for purchase at Bazaar.

A partially thawed guinea pig was placed
in front of each seat, and participants stud-
ied them carefully, picking the furry face
they found most appealing. Some of the
students looked a little queasy as the real-

ity of the day’s tasks sunk in.

“If anyone needs some fresh air, you
can go out the front door,” said Bazaar co-
owner Brian Henry, 25.

Workshop instructor Katie Innamorato,

24, handed out scalpels and latex gloves,
which, she said, most people prefer to
wear. She is a taxidermist-in-residence
at Brooklyn’s Morbid Anatomy Museum.
She has been featured on two TV shows,
“0Oddities” and “Odd Folks Home,” and has
taught workshops around the country.

Innamorato floated through the class-
room, guiding students as they pushed in
the scalpels just below the base of the guin-
ea pigs’ skulls. They sliced along the spine,
then peeled the skin from the creatures’
muscles and viscera, which, several people
pointed out, looked rather like raw chicken.

Jody Sanford, 51, collected the discarded
organs and muscles to leave in the woods
near her farm for other animals to eat.

The guinea pigs used for the class were
“feeders” —animals bred to be fed to snakes
or other pets. Rogue taxidermists generally
do not kill creatures for taxidermy, prefer-
ring to use road kill or animals that have
died naturally. However, animals that have
been killed for food, either human or pet,
occupy a “gray area,” Marbury said.

Such animals are often used for work-
shops, as they are likely to be in good con-
dition and free of diseases or pests.

Eleni Diamantopoulos had her own way
of demonstrating respect for her guinea
pig. She gave it a name: Eloise.

A graphic designer, Diamantopoulos
and her wife, artist Nikki Diamantopoulos,
said they’ve gotten hooked on taxidermy
since Bazaar opened last year. They have
several pieces in their Baltimore home
and gave taxidermied ducklings to guests
at their wedding last summer.

Despite her appreciation for taxidermy,
Eleni Diamantopoulos said the actual act
of cutting into the dead body of a guinea
pig made her queasy.

The room smelled like rubbing alcohol
— which is used to dry and preserve the
skins — and a faint animal smell a little
like cat food.

The work was tedious. After removing
the animals’ muscles and organs, the stu-
dents spent more than an hour scraping

bits of tissue off the inside of the skin, a
process called “fleshing.”

Participants then soaked the skins, dried
them, stuffed them and sewed them back
up. The faces required delicate work, as
did preserving the creatures’ fragile ears.

As the students sewed quail wings to the
guinea pigs’ backs, Innamorato explained
that the list of animals on which you can
perform taxidermy is rather short. Many
birds are considered protected species,
and can’t be used for taxidermy even when
they are found dead. Laws about preserv-
ing larger animals, such as deer, vary
widely from state to state.

Then it was time for the final touches.
The participants rolled little balls of clay
under the animals’ mouths to shape their
facial expressions. They pushed ball-head-
ed pins into the eye sockets and used wires
to adjust the guinea pigs’ limbs.

Leeann Hoerr, a 31-year-old office man-
ager from Bel Air, Md., said she thought
her 7-year-old daughter would love the
winged guinea pig. She planned to keep it
in the bookcase where her family displays
special pictures.

“It’s your own design,” she said. “Your
own doll in animal form.”
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Beck’s new ‘Morning Phase’

a refreshing, superior companion
to 2002’s much-lauded ‘Sea Change’

By MikaeL Woop
Los Angeles Times

eck made his name as a recycler, a smart,
savvy searcher known for finding new value
in old things. So it makes sense that the artist
responsible for “Mellow Gold” and “Odelay,”
both high points of mid-’90s cut-and-paste pop, would
eventually get around to recycling himself.

That’s more or less what Beck does on his latest
album, “Morning Phase.” With the same downbeat
acoustic vibe and many of the same players, the new
record serves as a kind of spiritual sequel — a “com-
panion piece,” his camp calls it — to 2002’s “Sea
Change,” on which the singer broke from his estab-
lished collage aesthetic to offer up a dozen slow-and-
low folk songs about the pain of heartache.

True to his transformer’s nature, the sequel is better
than the original.

For all that connects “Morning Phase” to “Sea
Change,” the two records come out of very different
circumstances. On the earlier album, Beck was pon-
dering the end of his relationship with a longtime girl-
friend, but he was also looking for a bridge to the next
phase of his career after 1999’s polarizing absurdist-
soul fantasia “Midnite Vultures.”

Now he’s a married 43-year-old father of two whose
commercial success and tastemaker acclaim have af-
forded him the leeway to do pretty much whatever he
wants. Though “Morning Phase” is Beck’s first studio
record since “Modern Guilt” in 2008, it follows a smat-
tering of left-field projects that speak to his prestige:
“Song Reader,” a collection of tunes issued only as
sheet music; writing and production gigs on records by
Stephen Malkmus and the Lonely Island; an elaborate
performance of David Bowie’s “Sound and Vision”

sponsm ed by the carmaker Lincoln.

You can hear the effect of that
privileged stability all over “Morning
Phase,” which employs a similar pal-
ette as “Sea Change” — acoustic gui-
tar, spacey synth, string arrangements
by Beck’s father, David Campbell — to
achieve a far lusher sound, with stron-
ger melodies, deeper grooves and
more expressive singing.

Beck’s bassist, Justin Meldal-John-
sen, recently told the Los Angeles
Times that the new album is “minimal
beyond anything we had done before,”
but even if that’s true in some technical

's not at all the way “Morning

works. The trippy keyboards
in “Unforgiven,” the unexpected chord
changes in “Morning” — these hand-
some details provide more sensation,
not less.

Though much of Beck’s early music
is as appealing now as it was when it
was released, “Sea Change” suffers
considerably from the comparison with
“Morning Phase”; the older songs feel
punishingly drab, le Beck sounds
like he’s half-asleep in most of them.

Beck

Morning Phase (Capitol)

Given his emotional state at the time
he made it, perhaps that lifelessness
was his goal. (The album does contain
asong called “Already Dead.”) But it’s
no match for the luscious sensuality
of the new “Heart Is a Drum” or the
dreamy thrum of “Blue Moon” — even
if it’s hard to know where this family

man and constant collaborator is com-
ing from when he insists in the latter,
“I’'m so tired of being alone.”

Which means that the only basis for
ranking “Sea Change,” frequently de-
scribed as a masterpiece, over “Morn-
ing Phase” is a bad old-fashioned
authenticity fetish — the belief that
drawing directly on real-life experi-
ence (as with Beck’s breakup) neces-
sarily yields more meaningful music
than that which pulls from imagina-
tion or invention.

But if Beck has taught us anything
over the course of his hopscotching
two-decade career, isn’t it to distrust
that quaintly outmoded idea?

What feels far more important than
whether he actually saw “the sleet
that re upon the quiet street we're
standing on” in “Say Goodbye” is the
sense the song gives of that sleet and
that street. Even more important than
that, perhaps, is the lack of particulars
in the song regarding both.

One reason “Sea Change” might
sound so squeezed-dry is because we

!

know too much about its origin. “Morn-
ing Phase,” by contrast, is full of fuzzy
West Coast philosophizing that rarely
gives up anything easily linkable to
Beck’s celebrity existence.

“We could come to understand what’s
wrong is right as rain,” he muses in
“Blackbird Chain,” which I think we
can all agree is preferable to whatever
he might’ve written explicitly about the
back injury he said he suffered after
“Modern Guilt.”

Before “Sea Change” and its per-
ceived confessions, of course, that
fuzziness was Beck’s default mode. “A
devil’s haircut in my mind” — how ex-
actly does that work?

Yet somehow we began to expect
something different from Beck, some-
thing more knowable, once he had his
guitar strapped on.

Over music that feels lighter than
air even as it takes on shades of gloom,
the comfortable fortysomething dad on
“Morning Phase” refreshes that famil-
iar pose with some welcome mystery.
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VIDEO GAMES

Copycat burglar

‘Thief’ steals a few tricks from ‘Dishonored’

By BriaN BowERs
Stars and Stripes

he hero stalks the streets of a
squalid, plague-ravaged city,
seeking to undermine a corrupt
leadership that cares nothing for
the sick and poor. His primary tools are
stealth and uncanny acrobatic abilities,
but he is equipped to fight if necessary.

This describes Garrett, the hero of
“Thief,” the new action game developed
by Eidos for Square Enix. It also de-
scribes Corvo from “Dishonored,” which
was released by Bethesda Softworks a
little more than a year ago. Of course this
leads to comparison,
and “Thief” doesn’t
always stack up well
against its predeces-
sor, which was one
of the best games of
the past two years.
However, it is a very
enjoyable game when
considered in isola-
tion.

The “Thief” franchise got its start on
PCs about 15 years ago. The three origi-
nal games were considered trend-setters
in the stealth genre. They featured Gar-
rett, a master thief who eschewed vio-
lence, as he prowled through a city that
straddled the divide between medieval
and industrial. The latest game, which
is more of a reboot than a sequel, brings
back most of these elements as it tells its
tale.

Garrett is hired to “visit” a mansion
and is teamed with a former protege, the
impulsive and often violent Erin. It’s a
combination that doesn’t mix well with
the careful and less-lethal master thief,
and it caused the two to part ways previ-
ously. However, they decide to complete

the mission together.

As the duo gain access to the man-
sion’s roof and peer through a skylight,
they witness a mysterious ceremony.
Things go downhill from there as they
are caught up is an otherworldly burst of
energy. The next thing you know, Garrett
is waking up a year later and everything
has declined dramatically, with a sort of
urban rot settling upon the City and “the
gloom” afflicting its citizens.

For the rest of the game, you use your
burglary skills to unravel what has hap-
pened to your hometown — and lift a few
sparkly baubles along the way.

You spend most of your time climbing,
jumping, picking pockets, picking locks
and disabling traps. And you need to be
stealthy, which requires lurking in the
shadows, hiding in cabinets and climbing
to places where guards’ eyes are unlikely
to fall. An indicator on the screen lets you
know when you are in shadows, and vi-

sual and audio cues let you know when
guards are getting suspicious or danger
is looming.

Garrett can get a boost to his skills by
engaging his “focus” ability, which helps
him see and understand more about his
surroundings. As a result, he can per-
form a variety of tasks much more ef-
ficiently, such as picking locks more
quickly, locating traps and aiming arrows
with increased skill. Of course, Garrett’s
abilities seem a bit pedestrian when
compared to those of Corvo. The hero of
“Dishonored” can teleport, bend time,
possess the bodies of animals and people
and summon rats to attack foes.

Beyond his natural skills and “focus,”
Garrett’s ability to accomplish his mis-
sions is tied to his gadgets. He has a grap-
ple that allows him to scale walls more
easily, a wrench to gain access to ducts
and a wire cutter to deal with traps. But
most importantly, Garrett has a good

Step into the silent shoes of Garrett,

a dark and lonely thief with an unrivaled
set of skills, in “Thief,” where nothing
— the most challenging heists, the most
inaccessible loot, the best-kept secrets

— is out of your reach.

Photos courtesy of Enix

Overall grade: [

selection of special arrows that enable
him to extinguish torches, anchor ropes
to high places, knock out foes, start fires
and even turn off switches for electrical
lights. (For some reason, a society that
has mastered electricity still uses torches
and candles — and still uses crossbows
instead of firearms.) Garrett’s missions
are usually well designed, with interest-
ing tales to tell and engaging challenges.
Most challenges involve using Garrett’s
abilities and tools to navigate around the
cityscape in search of his target. How-
ever, developers threw in some good puz-
zles to raise the bar in a few cases.

Between missions included in the main
storyline, you can explore the area around
the clock tower that Garrett calls home.
You can visit shops to replenish supplies
or buy upgrades. And you can accept side
missions from your friend — and fence
— Basso. These generally involve liberat-
ing some shiny trinket from undeserving
hands.

Unfortunately, the city isn’t the sort of
large open arena that’s available in other
games these days. It’s broken up into a
number of smaller segments that are
pieced together like a tricky puzzle. To go
from one end to the other involves find-
ing the right access points between the
segments and waiting for each to load.
As a result, cross-city movement can get
tedious.

I played the game on the Xbox One,
which boasts much better graphics and
processing power than the previous gen-
eration of consoles. I expected lavish
renderings filled with detail and texture.
However, I was a bit disappointed.

The settings were generally pretty
good, depicting a gloomy half-medieval
city in distress. However, they weren’t
exactly leaps and bounds ahead of
cityscapes we’ve seen on the Xbox 360 or
PlayStation 3. And the characters were
actually disappointing. Faces were some-
what soft and lacking in texture. And ani-
mations were good, but didn’t reach the
level of realism I'd expect from the new-
est generation of consoles.

The controls are smooth, but a few
commands seemed counterintuitive. For
example, the jump command is mapped
to the left trigger, which is a very unusual
setup.

It could be said that the game earns
its mature rating for violence and sexual
situations. However, you can play with-
out engaging in much mayhem. But that
leaves the sexual situations. In one mis-
sion, you sneak into a bordello, which
contains a few topless courtesans. The
mission involves a bit of peeping as you
search for clues to a puzzle, and one of the
rooms contains a couple having sex.

Bottom line: B “Thief” delivers an en-
joyable experience, but will seem overly
familiar to gamers who have played “Dis-
honored.”

Platforms: PlayStation 4, PlayStation
4, Xbox 360, Xbox One

Online: thiefgame.com

f Many more staff-written game reviews at stripes.com/military-life
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Hollywood royalty

Singer-actress Queen Latifah discusses fame, talk show gig

By PATRICIA SHERIDAN
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

orn Dana Owens, she first became noticed as a
hip-hop rapper in her teens, but it didn’t take long
for Newark, N.J.’s Queen Latifah to blossom into a
world-class entertainer.

At 43, she counts a Grammy, a Golden Globe and two
Screen Actors Guild awards among her triumphs, and this
year, a People’s Choice Award for best new talk show host.
She also earned an Oscar nomination for her role in the film
“Chicago.” She recently marked the 100th episode of “The
Queen Latifah Show,” which airs weekdays on the CW.

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: I saw you marry all those cou-
ples at the Grammy Awards, but I read you are not a min-
ister. What did you do to be able to perform the marriage
ceremony?

Queen Latifah: Well, I'm definitely not an ordained min-
ister; that requires a lot more. I was deputized as a commis-
sioner by the State of California to be able to do that. I had to
get sworn in, and it was just for a limited amount of time. It
was like Cinderella (laughs).

Was fame something you had to adjust to, or did you
know what you were getting into?

The only part of being famous that I probably wanted
growing up was enough fame to get into clubs for free
(laughs). Because I was hanging out in New York City and I
wanted to be able to get the hook-up. I really became famous
because of music. Music was really the love that I had and
you know, (music brought
about) business opportu-
nities to be able to change
the circumstances for my
family — to buy my mom
a house and do things for
my family and friends.
That was the goal. The
fame came along with
that.

You did what you loved.

I did what I loved. I al-
ways did what I loved, and
so fame was an adjust-
ment for me. It took me
to crazy places. All of a
sudden people looked at
me, and I was supposed
to be a role model. I was
17 years old when my first
single came out. I was a
kid. It was kind of a lot of
responsibility. I felt a little
bit of that pressure because I felt I'm still learning. I'm still
growing. I also saw the positive side of what I could do and
how I could get involved in AIDS activism and the things
that were important in my time, growing up as a teenager.
South Africa, apartheid, bringing those walls down. It was
something we were able to bring to the world’s attention
through hip-hop, through music. My generation of hip-hop
spoke a lot about social issues, if there was something that
needed to be talked about. So there was a lot of upside to
that fame.

‘Would you describe yourself as an ambitious person?

I would describe myself as an ambitious person. I was
raised to go to college. I was the daughter of a high school
teacher, and education was very important in my house.
You had to get an education. You had to hit the books. It was
tough because I dropped out of college to pursue music. But
1 skipped first grade. So I made a deal with my mom. Since
I had a year to blow in my mind, I said I would take a year
off from college and put everything I had into making my
music career a success. If it was successful in that amount
of time, then I would stick with it. If not, I would go back to
college. So we made that deal, and I never had to return. I
wish I could have. She was happy, but she still wanted me
to get a degree, and I wish I had. Everything worked out. I
went to the college of life.

Your name is now a brand, but do you ever regret not
using your given name because you were so young when
you chose it?

did what I

for me.

Idid what I
loved. I always

loved, and so
fame was an "
adjustment

I actually don’t regret it. If anything, I'm kind of glad I
did create this sort of persona. It was part of how I visual-
ized myself and something I wanted to portray. I believed
the queen part was important because I felt like all women
are queens and should be treated as such. I saw a lot of mi-
sogyny and chauvinism growing up. I guess I was a feminist
back then, and I didn’t know it. I didn’t really know about
feminism, but I did know that women should get the same
pay as the guys for the same job. I watched my mom work
really hard and my dad work really hard. I felt like things
should be balanced. To me, it was an attitude. Calling my-
self “Queen” would help me grow into those shoes. Queen
Latifah, I never thought people would call me the whole
name for some reason. My nickname was Latifah. Every-
body called me that already. I kind of stuck the Queen on at
the last minute when it was time for me to sign a recording
contract.

Being a celebrity and now interviewing celebrities, has
that helped you in your approach?

I think I've had to adjust to being forward. I'm not really
a forward person in front of the cameras with other people.
I know what it is to sort of have a private life and then have
a public life — what we do professionally, it just comes along
with that. So between my producer and I, we ask the ques-
tions we need to ask. If anything, I can rephrase things or put
them in a way that is always respectful to my guests because
I have been on that side of the couch. I wish to remain re-
spectful and yet curious at the same time. I find when you
create a safe environment, I am more inclined to open
up. I wanted to create that same environ- Vs
ment for guests on the show. Some of
them I know or I am friends with, so I
Jjust wanted to create a comfortable, e
safe space and allow them to have /

4 -~
' //
ing forward and stay grate- !
ful? ’

atit.
I know your life has had its
share of challenges, so what
I have my family and ]
my friends around me
who have been around f

do you employ to keep mov-

me forever. They know 4
me like the back of their ' |
hand. I can be me. I
don’t always have to
have the camera on.
I don’t have to fill up
a huge void all the
time inside because /

I can’t be myself. I am going

home right now to see my

mom and my cousin and do

regular things. Take out the

garbage and make sure the "™

bed is made and everything is gy

cool, you know? I am a normal

person. Also I really have a |

faith in God. I really believe in

God. I pray when I am confused

or anxious. I kind of just pray it

all away. I get this peace and joy. I

just kind of know I have somebody

on my side who is looking out for i \

me even perhaps when I didn’t even ]

know I needed to be looked after, }

|

watched after, in a certain way. I just
know I am not here by chance. I am
here for some purpose, for some rea-
son. I try to be optimistic and positive
and when it hurts, ouch (laughs). It’s
OK to acknowledge your feelings, but
there are a lot of things to be thank-

ful for, grateful for and I feel that. 'm
just a happy person overall. People try to
steal my joy, but I am generally a happy
person who wants to enjoy life, live it to
the fullest and rock out.

Singer/actress Queen Latifah recently marked the 100th episode of her self-titled daytime talk show.

Don Hourz/Participant Media with CBS
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Economists blame winter for lag

By MARTIN CRUTSINGER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — When the
weather warms up, so, too, will
the U.S. economy.

That, at least, is the prevailing
view of economists, who shrugged
off a government report Friday
that the economy was weaker last
quarter than first thought.

Severe winter weather is prob-
ably slowing growth again this
quarter. But as the chill and snow
fade into memory, long-delayed
spending by consumers and busi-
nesses could invigorate the econ-
omy starting in spring.

“Weather is having an impact
on a lot of the data,” said Doug
Handler, chief economist at IHS
Global Insight. “We will likely see
a boost from pent-up demand in
coming weeks.”

In the view of most analysts,
the snowstorms and extreme cold
have exerted a harmful but only
temporary effect on the economy.

That belief helps explain why
Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yel-
len signaled this week that the
Fed will likely continue reduc-
ing its stimulus for the economy
throughout 2014.

The Commerce Department
said Friday that the economy
grew at a 2.4 percent annual
rate last quarter, in part because
consumers didn’t spend as much
as initially estimated. Initially,
Commerce had estimated that
the economy expanded at a 3.2
percent rate in the October- De-
cember quarter.

One reason the government
initially overestimated growth
for last quarter was that it didn’t
fully take account of how much
bad weather would dampen
spending on long-lasting goods
such as autos.

Last quarter’s increase in the
gross domestic product — the
economy’s total output of goods
and services — was the weakest
showing since the first quarter of

last year. And it was down sharp-
ly from a 4.1 percent growth rate
in the third quarter.

Economists had long expected
growth to slow in the final quar-
ter of 2013 and the first quarter
this year compared with the third
quarter of last year. In part, that’s
because GDP growth during last
year’s third quarter was fueled
by an unsustainable buildup in
company stockpiles that would
need to be worked down.

But analysts said the slow-
down has been magnified by a
succession of winter storms that
have disrupted economic activity
— from forcing temporary clos-
ings of Macy’s and other depart-
ment stores to depressing sales at
McDonald’s restaurants. Home
Depot Inc. said it lost $100 million
from bad weather in January.

The damage from consumer
spending has been especially
acute because it accounts for
about 70 percent of economic ac-
tivity. Economists foresee further

spending weakness in the first
three months of this year largely
because of the weather.

“Due to Mother Nature, quar-
ter one is not going to be anything
‘worth writing home about,” Jen-
nifer Lee, senior economist at
BMO Capital Markets, wrote in
a research note. “The rebound
.. and all of that pent-up demand
won’t show up until the second
quarter.”

Feb. 28, 2014
Dow Jones +49.06
industrials 16,321.71
Nasdaq -10.81
composite 4,308.12
Standard & +5.16
Poor’s 500 1,859.45
Russell -4.92
2000 1,183.03

|___EXCHANGE RATES |

Military rates
Euro costs (March 2)

uro...
Hong Kong (Doliar)
Hungary (Forint)
Israel (Shekel)
Japan (Yen).
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Sunday’s US temperatures
City Hi Lo Wthr  Chattanooga 68 41 Cldy Fort Wayne 20 5 Snow  Louisville 44 18 Rain  Pocatello 51 37 Rain  Sioux City 2 17 Clr
Abilene, Texas 38 18 Cldy Cheyenne 22 15 Cldy Fresno 67 49 Cldy Lubbock 45 16 Cldy Portland, Maine 31 15 Cldy Sioux Falls -2 -16 Clr
Akron, Ohio 24 8 Snow  Chicago 21 2 Cldy Goodland 12 2 Snow  Macon 73 52 Clr  Portland, Ore. 42 41 Rain  South Bend 19 5 Snow
Albany, N.Y. 25 8 Cldy Cincinnati 31 14 Cldy Grand Junction 50 31 Cldy Madison 11 -10 Cldy Providence 37 19 Snow  Spokane 20 16 Snow
Albuguerque 58 36 Cldy Cleveland 21 8 Snow Grand Rapids 15 5 Cldy Medford 59 46 Cldy Pueblo 30 12 Cldy  Springfield, IIl. 15 3 Snow
Allentown, Pa. 35 20 Snow  Colorado Snrmgs 3 2 Cldy Great Fa\ls 0 -8 Clr  Memphis 51 20 Rain Ra\elgh Durham 67 49 PCldy Springfield, Mo. 20 1 Snow
Amarillo 24 1 Snow  Columbia, 72 52 PCldy Greei 8 -11 Clr  Miami Beach 81 68 Clr Ra d 4 -9 Clr  Syracuse 21 5 Snow
Anchorage 37 22 PCldy Columbus‘ Ga 74 53 Clr Greensboro‘ N.C. 65 47 PCldy Midland-Odessa 59 20 Cldy 56 39 Cldy Tallahassee 78 50 Clr
Asheville 65 45 PCldy Columbus, Ohio 27 14 Snow  Harr 38 22 Cldy Milwaukee 16 -1 cldy Rlchmond 66 33 Cldy Tampa 79 62 Clr
71 49 PCldy Concord, N.H. 29 14 Cldy Hartford Spqﬂd 33 15 Snow  Mpls- St Paul 1 -15 Clr  Roanoke 62 37 Cldy Toledo 20 5 Snow
Atlantic City 49 28 Cldy Corpus Christi 80 40 Cldy Hel 7 6 CIr  Missoula 13 11 Snow Rochester 19 7 Snow Topeka 7 -6 Snow
istin 729 Rain Dallas-FtWorth 44 19 Rain Hnnululu 79 66 Rain  Mobile 73 60 CIr  Rockford 13 -5 Cldy Tucson 65 47 Cldy
Baltimore 52 271 Cldy Dayton 24 1 Snow  Houston 77 36 Rain  Montgomery 77 54 PCldy Sacramento 65 50 Cldy Tulsa 20 7 Snow
Baton Rouge 7% 52 Cldy Daytona Beach 78 58 PCldy  Huntsville 7 42 Cldy Nashville 59 26 Rain St Louis 19 4 Snow  Tupelo 67 33 Rain
Billings. 12 Clr nver 34 21 Cldy Indianapolis 23 9 Snow New Orleans 75 60 Cldy St Petersburg 78 65 Clr  Waco 64 23 Rain
Birmingham 74 47 Cldy Des Moines 0 -13 Clr Jackson, Miss. 74 39 Cldy New York City 37 19 Snow St Thomas 84 73 PCldy Washington 57 28 Cldy
Bismarck 5 -11 Clr  Detroit 18 5 Snow Jacksonville 76 55 PCldy 38 20 Snow  Salem, Ore. 53 46 Rain W. Palm Beach 80 66 Clr
Boise 55 40 Rain  Duluth 3 21 Clr 32 12 CIr  Norfolk, Va. 65 42 PCIdy Salt Lake City 56 41 Cldy Wichita 9 -2 Snow
Boston 35 17 Snow  El Paso 66 45 PCldy Kansas City 6 -7 Snow  North Platte 6 -7 CIr  San Angelo 48 20 Cldy Wichita Falls 28 1 Cldy
Bridgeport 34 19 Snow  Elkins 42 26 Rain  Key West 79 70 PCldy Oklahoma City 21 6 Snow  San Antonio 80 34 Cldy Wilkes-Barre 31 12 Snow
Brownsville 83 60 Clr  Erie 17 7 Snow  Knoxville 64 40 Cldy maha -12 Clr  SanDiego 66 54 Cldy Wilmington, Del. 47 27 Rain
ffalo 18 8 Snow  Eugene 56 48 Rain Lake Charles 75 46 Cldy Orlando 81 60 Clr  San Francisco 61 51 Cldy Yakima 33 27 Snow
Burlington, Vt. 20 3 Cldy Evansville 32 15 Cldy Lansing 14 2 Cldy Paducah 35 18 Cldy SanJose 63 49 Cldy Youngstown 25 7 Snow
Caribou, Maine 17 -9 PCldy Fairbanks 22 -6 PCldy LasVegas 63 48 Cldy Pendleton 37 34 Cldy SantaFe 53 29 Cldy
Casper 20 11 Cldy -7 -1 Cl Lexington 50 17 Rain Peoria 14 2 Snow St Ste Marie 4 -14 Clr Nahnnal temperature extremes
Charleston,S.C. 73 54 PCldy Flags!a" 42 23 Cldy Lincoln 4 -11 CIr  Philadelphia 45 24 Rain  Savannah 74 53 PCldy Terrell County, Texas;
Charleston, W.va. 44 23 Rain 13 -3 Snow  Little Rock 60 21 Rain  Phoenix 70 53 Cldy Seattle 42 4a Rain ngsvvlle Naval Air Station, Texas
Charlotte, N.C. 68 52 PCldy Fort Smith 38 18 Rain  Los Angeles 63 55 Cldy Pittsburgh 3 19 Snow  Shreveport 7 32 Rain Lo Fri., -41, Newberry City, Mich.
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OPINION

The two faces of Vladimir Putin

By MARTIN SCHRAM
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

ighttime skies glowed fiery or-
ange at the edges of Vladimir Pu-
tin’s Russia, just days ago — and
the whole world was watching.

Last Sunday, the world watched the sky
above Sochi, on Russia’s Black Sea border,
845 miles from Moscow:

Orange starbursts of fireworks celebrat-
ed the triumphant end of the 2014 Winter
Olympics that Russia’s president had spent
so lavishly to host. The Kremlin’s seldom-
smiling leader desperately wanted to show
the world (see also: the global economy)
the new super-friendly face and open-
arms partnership potential of Putin’s New
Russia.

Soon afterward, the world also watched
the sky above Kiev, the Ukraine capital
just 470 miles west of Moscow:

Menacing orange flames leaped sky-
ward from fires surrounding thousands
of anti-government activists who occupied
the city’s famous Independence Square.

Protesters were demanding the removal
of President Viktor Yanukovych, who had
spurned an economic partnership with the
European Union to become the economic
ally (see also: acolyte) of Putin’s Russia.
Putin’s government urged Ukraine’s presi-
dent to crack down, get tougher and stop
being pushed around by the protesters.

For days a world of television and online
viewers flipped back and forth between
live simulcasts of the two very different
epic battles for supremacy. We watched
glorious battles for Olympic supremacy in
Sochi and horrific battles for governmen-
tal supremacy in Kiev.

The world saw the two very different, but
very real, faces of Putin. They saw the face
of a new thoroughly modern Putin, look-
ing quite pleased in the stadium beneath
Sochi’s glowing orange sky.

If the Olympics had been the only mea-
sure of Putin’s accomplishment, the Rus-
sian strongman surely would have been
glowing on the inside, as well.

But the world had also seen the other
face of Russia’s Putin. We saw in Kiev the
face that was molded long ago, during Pu-
tin’s days in the Soviet KGB.

World viewers recognized the face of the
old Putin as they watched as Yanukovych’s
thugs did just what Putin’s prime minister
Dmitry Medvedev had urged. The govern-
ment got tough, fired rifles into the crowd
of militant protesters — and killed 100 pro-
testers in one day.

That was too much for Ukraine’s parlia-
ment; too much, even, for Ukraine’s po-
lice. Parliament yanked its support from
Yanukovych; the police vanished from the
square.

Overnight Putin’s Ukrainian marionette
had vanished from the presidential palace
and from his private estate on which he’d
spent the people’s money lavishly while his
country went broke. He’d reportedly tried
to flee to — can you guess? — yes, Russia.
But his former border guards blocked his
plane from taking off.

If the only scenes the world had seen
last week were the visuals from Sochi, the
movers and shakers of the global economy
might have concluded that Russia’s presi-
dent probably had miraculously trans-
formed his long-troubled nation. Sochi’s
orange firework sky glowed like a neon
sign saying Putin’s New Russia was now
open for business.

But the world saw the orange sky over
Kiev and the red pavement of its Inde-
pendence Square. And those scenes have
indelibly colored the world’s portrait of
Putin. The world’s view of Putin became
starkly clear last week. On Tuesday, Putin
sent troops to conduct a military exercise

RIA-Novosti Presidential Press Service/AP

Russian President Vladimir Putin listens during working meetings at the Novo-Ogar-

yovo residence outside Moscow on Friday.

Davip GoLoman/AP

Putin acknowledges the applause of the crowd as he is introduced at the closing cer-
emony of the 2014 Winter Olympics on Feb. 23 in Sochi, Russia.

near Russia’s Ukraine border. Now all the
planet sees him as a man with wide-open
arms, but tightly clenched fists.

The only way for Putin to change the way
the world pictures him is to change the face
of his policies around the globe. He must
start by ending his support for one of the
planet’s most evil mass murderers of his
own people — Syria’s despotic Bashar al-
Assad. But the world’s leaders and citizens
now know not to hold their breath waiting
for Putin to do the right thing on anything.

It was the lesson the world learned last
month — a month that marked the best of
times and the worst of times for Vladimir
Putin. It was a dickens of a week for Rus-

sia’s leader.

But the month may have served as a
much needed wake-up call for all those
dreaming radicals around the planet. Es-
pecially so many ordinary citizens in un-
certain places such as Venezuela and other
Latin American countries, where people
are still trying to find their own new paths
to prosperity.

Putin has reached out hopefully to them
in the past.

But if they were watching last week’s
worldwide simulcasts, they now know
Putin will never be their answer.

Martin Schram is an op-ed columnist for
McClatchy-Tribune.
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OPINION

Obama’s unkept-promises scorecard is full

By KAREN J. GREENBERG
n Barack Obama'’s first weeks in of-
fice, in a series of executive orders
and public statements, the new presi-
dent and former professor of constl-
tutional law promised to make DI

The president’s tenure
has hardly been a time of
increased transparency.

changes in the way government operated
in a number of specific areas. But has he
kept his pledges?

Let’s consider four of them:

Ending torture: On his first day in office,
Obama ordered an end to the practice of
torture, or as the George W. Bush admin-
istration preferred to call it, “enhanced in-
terrogation techniques.” In the president’s
words, “effective immediately” individuals
in U.S. custody “shall not be subjected to
any interrogation technique or approach,
or any treatment related to interrogation,
that is not authorized by and listed in the
Army Field Manual.”

Of the four promises, this is the one the
president has come closest to keeping. He
has, among other things, shut down the
global network of “black sites,” or secret
prison facilities established by the Bush
administration. And, despite some ques-
tionable practices, such as the force-feed-
ing of detainees at Guantanamo, the ban
on torture has held into the sixth year of
Obama’s presidency.

Closing Guantanamo: On his first day
in office, Obama also pledged to close the
infamous Guantanamo Bay detention fa-
cility — home at the time to 245 detainees
— within a year. That proved politically
impossible. As of January, 155 detainees
remained at the prison, including 77 who
had been cleared for release. But the presi-
dent insists he is still trying. In his State
of the Union address last month, he urged
legislative action: “This needs to be the
year Congress lifts the remaining restric-
tions on detainee transfers and we close
the prison at Guantanamo Bay.”

But even if the president is successful,
there’s a catch: He has made it clear that
he means to close Guantanamo only in
the most technical sense. While he would
like to empty the facility, he is quite pre-
pared to keep the strikingly un-American
Guantanamo system of indefinite deten-

tion itself intact, allowing some suspects in
Washington’s war on terrorism to be held
indefinitely without charges or trial if they
are considered a risk to national security.

In other words, Obama’s second prom-
ise may eventually be kept — though on a
slower schedule — only by redefining what
closing Guantanamo means.

Ending unnecessary secrecy: Another
goal Obama identified on his first day in
office as key to his presidency was estab-
lishing a “sunshine” administration. He
pledged to end the excessive secrecy of the
Bush administration and put more infor-
mation in the public arena.

Obama’s self-professed aim was to re-
store trust between the people and their
government by pledging to promote ac-
countability and provide “information
for citizens about what their government
is doing.” Toward that end, the president
quickly released a number of previously
classified documents from the Bush years
on torture policy.

But that, as it happened, was the end
of the sunshine. In the five years since,
little of note has occurred in the name of
transparency and much, including a war
against whistle-blowers, has been pursued
in the name of secrecy. The administration
has also, even after Edward Snowden’s
devastating revelations, continued for the
most part to defend the National Security
Agency’s massive, secret, warrantless
surveillance.

Nor, of course, has secrecy been limited
to the NSA. One reason for the slow prog-
ress in pre G
has been the CIA’s obsessive anxiety that
still-classified material might come out in
court.

And then there is the drone program.
The president has insisted that Justice
Department documents offering “legal”
authorization for White House-ordered

drone assassinations of suspects, includ-
ing American citizens, must remain clas-
sified, even as administration officials leak
information that they think justifies the
program.

The president’s tenure has hardly been a
time of increased transparency.

An end to war without limits: At the out-
set of Obama’s presidency, the administra-
tion downplayed the notion of a borderless
battlefield that encompassed the globe. It
also threw on the trash heap of history the
Bush administration’s term “global war on
terror.”

In his recent State of the Union address,
the president stated his continued aver-
sion to the notion that Washington should
pursue an unlimited war. He was speaking
by now not just about the geography of the
boundless battlefield but of the very idea of
warfare without an end point. “America,”
he counseled, “must move off a permanent
war footing.”

But despite the president’s insistence on
placing limits on war, and on the defense
budget, his brand of warfare has helped
lay the basis for a permanent state of

global warfare via “low footprint” drone
campaigns and special forces operations
aimed at an ever-morphing enemy usually
identified as some form of al-Qaida. Ac-
cording to Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C.,
the Obama administration has killed 4,700
individuals in numerous countries, includ-
ing Pakistan, Yemen and Somalia. Obama
has successfully embedded the process of
drone killings into the executive branch in
such a way that any future president will
inherit it, along with the White House “kill
list” and its “terror Tuesday” meetings.
Unbounded global war is now part of what
it means to be president.

Five years into his presidency, it’s clear
Obama has failed to keep promises he
claimed were at the heart of his approach
to governance. We expected better.

Karen J. Greenberg, director of the Center on
National Security at Fordham University School
of Law, is the author of “The Least Worst Place:
Guantanamo's First 100 Days.” Kevin Garnett, a
legal research fellow at the center, contributed
research for this column. This column, which first
appeared in the Los Angeles Times, was adapted
from a longer version at tomdispatch.com.

The ‘right’ to make our moral choices

By Dusty Nix
Columbus (Ga.) Ledger-Enquirer

ou’re at the pharmacy to pick up

your diabetes medication. The

pharmacist takes a look at you

and at your prescription, and re-
fuses to fill it. Why? Is it expired, or maybe
you're out of refills?

No, the prescription is valid and current.
But the pharmacist has decided that your
Type II diabetes is something you brought
on yourself and, because of his deeply held
moral and religious objection to the sin of
gluttony, he doesn’t have to serve you.

(At this point, the HIV-positive guy in
line behind you is getting nervous.)

Such a scenario hasn’t played out any-
where, as far as I know. But it exempli-
fies the fallacies, both logical and ethical,
of some of these laws based on pick-and-
choose morality.

‘Alabama wanted to allow druggists tore-
fuse the so-called “morning after” pill on
the basis of a moral objection to abortion
(a tenuous connection, to put it diplomati-
cally). And of course there’s the brouhaha
about whether people or organizations af-
filiated with religions that don’t condone
birth control should have to provide con-
traception coverage to employees — re-

I’'m intrigued by the selective morality of politics, and
why so many of us seem to be such suckers for it.

gardless, of course, of the employees’ own
moral and religious convictions.

(The funniest episode in the whole
mindless “Obamacare” muddle was the
revelation that Georgia’s employee health
plan had included contraception coverage
for years. It became a “moral” issue only
when the name Obama was attached to
it, which speaks volumes about the intel-
lectual honesty and ethical consistency of
contemporary Georgia politics.)

Then there’s a “religious freedom” mea-
sure in Georgia that would give students
more leeway to lead prayers and religious
discussions in class and at public events.
Gee, what could go wrong there?

But the Kansas bill that would let just
about anybody refuse to provide products
or services for homosexuals on the basis
of “deeply held moral or religious convic-
tions” has to be the topper, at least until
something stupider surfaces. (And rest
assured it will — most likely in Kansas or
Texas, but Georgia and Alabama are al-
ways strong contenders.)

I'm intrigued by the selective morality
of politics, and why so many of us seem to
be such suckers for it. And it’s especially
intriguing to see how often these efforts to
punish or exclude or marginalize particu-
lar groups are couched in the language of
“rights” and “freedom” and “liberty.”

Contemporary pols and pundits didn’t
invent that trick, of course; just read the
news from 50 and 60 years ago. To segre-
gationists, the idea of American citizens of
color being protected by the same consti-
tutional rights white Americans took for
granted was an imminent threat to free-
dom, liberty and the Constitution itself.
Try to untangle that snarl of reasoning.

The better angel of my nature, the one
in white hanging over one shoulder, just
wants everything to be fair and noncon-
frontational. The little devil over my other
shoulder (think “Animal House”) wants
to see what happens when a Buddhist or
Hindu kid asks to lead the prayer before a

— and yours

the meltdown if a Muslim grocery clerk re-
fuses to ring up a pork roast.

A reader offered an interesting perspec-
tive on some of these Protect Me From
What Offends Me laws: If he has a deeply
held moral and religious objection to war,
why must he pay federal taxes that go
mostly to the Pentagon?

Of course, such an exemption is as
unworkable as the reader’s point is
irrefutable.

So we pick and choose our stands (or our
politicians pick them for us) based on the
hatreds, fears and sanctimonies of the mo-
ment, and tell ourselves that’s morality.

T've been told more than once, in relation
to my own religious beliefs, that I can’t pick
and choose which parts of the Bible to em-
brace. Of course, the people saying this are
generally the ones who invoke Leviticus to
condemn homosexuals. The same scrip-
ture’s condemnations of shaving, shellfish,
tattoos, mixing crops and blending fibers
apparently don’t trouble their consciences,
their diets or their clothing choices.

I guess you just have to pick and choose
what you can and what you can’t pick and
choose. I know that doesn’t make sense. It
also doesn’t make good law.

football game or a rellglous 1in
school. That malicious imp wants to watch

Dusty Nix is the editorial-page editor of the
Columbus Ledger-Enquirer.
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Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net
Auto raci

The Profit on CNBC 500
lineup
IASCAR Sprint cup serles
After Frlday qualifyi e Sunday
nlernanonal Racewa
Avondale, Ari
th: les

(Car number in parentheses)
1. (2) Brad Keselowski, Ford 139 384.
. (22) Joey Logano, Ford 265.

1 Jamie

Meinurray. “Chevrolet,
138,969,

4. (48) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet,
13835,

5. (88) Dale Earnhardt Jr, Chevrolet,

16) Greg Biffle, Ford, 138.339.
7. (18) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 138.318.
8.(42) Kyle Larson, chevro\et, 138.318.
9. (432A|;|c Almirola, Ford, 138.281.
41

X it Busohy Ehavrolet,

138047,

11. '(5) Kasey Kahne, Chevrolet,

137.889.

12.'(11) Denny Hamlin, Toyota,

137315,

1333, @ Kevin Harvick, Chevrolet,
14, (15) lint Bowyer, Toyota, 137.81,
15, Ryan Newman, Chevrolet,

137
e (55) rian Vickers, Toyota, 137,768,
17, Jeff ~Gordon, = Chevrolet,

137. 41
18. (13) Casey Mears, Chevrolet,

13

19. (20) Matt Kenseth, Toyota, 137.546.
20. “(14) Tony Stewart, Chevrolet,

21. (17) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Ford,
02.”'(27) Paul
137.347.

23.(99) Carl Edwards, Ford, 137.216.
24. (3) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 137.2.
25, (47) A ) Allmendinger, Chevrolet,

179,

6. (95) Michael

137.065.

,{7®) Martin Truex Jr, Chevrolet,

. (38) David Gilliland, Ford, 136.867.

. (9) Marcos Ambrose, ord 136,754,

. (34) David Ragan, Ford, 1

- (26) Cole Whitt, Toyota B
(33) Brian ' Scott, Chevrolet,

Menard, Chevrolet,

McDowell, Ford,

@
Sy

I
mv‘uuu,mu,muuw.qm.
25 FSRE

21,
(10) Danica Patrick, Chevrolet,
. (83) Ryan Truex, Toyota, 135.875.

- (23) Alex Bowman, Toyota, 135.614.
GO Parker. Kiigerman,” Toyota,

(35) Blake Koch, Ford, Owner

o

I

Points,
38.(66) Joe Nemechek, Toyota, Owner
Points.
.(36) Reed Sorenson,
Owner Points.
40. (32) Travis Kvapil,
Points.
. () Michael Annett,
Owner Points.
(87) Morgan Shepherd, Toyota,
Owner Points.
43. (51) Justin Allgaier,
Owner Points.

Chevrolet,
Ford, Owner

Chevrolet,

Chevrolet,

ailed to Qualify
44.(98) Josh Wise, Chevrolet, 135.287.
1353 .5(40) Landon’ Cassill, Chevrolet,

46. (77) Dave Blaney, Ford, 134.238.

College hockey

Friday’s scores

Army 5, Holy Ci
BoSton U3 Noreheastern 1
Clarkson 3, Princeton 1

artmouth 1, Cornell 0
Harvard 2, Colgate
Bentley 5 American International 1
Merrimack 4, New Hampshire

Providence 4, Maine 2

Quinnipiac 8, St. Lawrence 0

RIT 1, Canisius

Robert Morris 5, Mercyhurst 5, 0T

RPI 3, Brown 0

UConn 4, Sacred Heart 3, OT
UMass-Lowell 1, Vermontﬂ oT

Union (NY) 2, Yale 0

Ala.-Huntsville 2, Eem\d]lst 1
Denver 4, W. Michig;

i0) 4
g Minn: St. (Marikato) 5. Lake Superior
“Nebraska-Omaha 6, Colorado College
North Dakota 5, St. Cloud St. 2
N. Michigan 6, Bowlmg Green 1
Ohio St. 3, Michigas
EST

FAR
Alaska 4, Ferris St. 1

College basketball

Friday's scores

rown 76, Pen: 7
Canisius 79, Rider

olumbia 84 Darlmouth 72
airfield 7:
Hartwick so Alfred 85
Harvard 72, Cornell a
Manhattan 80, lona
Monmouth (NJ) = Nlagara 50
rinceton 57, Yale

>rovidence 74, seton Hall 69

High Point 56, CameeII 53
SC-Upstate 79, ETSU

E
Texas-Tyler 104, Concordia-Austin 86
FAR WEST
washingtonon. Washing;cn St.49
American Southwest Conference
uarterfinals
s L‘oursrana College 81, Mary Hardin-
2)

Ll Ross 588, Hardin-Simmons 74
 Tourname nt

nals
astone 75, Fayerteville St. 7
4, Winston-Salem 78, Johnson C. Smith

HCAC Tournament

Hanover 61, Defiance 5
Rose. H Iman 68, Uount st. Joseph 54

nnis

Mexican Open

Friday
At The Fairmont Acapulco Princess
-apulco, Mexico
Purse: Men, $lA5 mIIIIon (WTSM)
3750 000 (1
Siriace: Hard-ousoor

g
5.:.

Semi
Kevin Anderson (5), South Africa, def.
Alexandr Dolgopolov,” Ukraine, 6-1, 5-7.

Gl'lgor Dimitrov (4), Bulgaria, def, Andy
Murray (2), Britain, 4-6, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (3).

Dominika Clbu\kova (1) S\ovak\a. def.
Zhang Shuai (8), China, 4-2 retire

hristina McHale, United states, def.
Carollne Garcia, France, 3-6, 6-2, 7-5.

Brazil Open

ida;
At Ginasio do Il

rapuera
a0 Paulo
Purse: $539,730 (WT250)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor
les
Quar
Paolo Lorenzi, It(aly. def Ju%nAMonaco

@, Argentma 76
ric elbonls Argentlna, def. Al-

emifinals
Cincinnati chn n 77, Alice ond 56
TAfanasodtheact '78, Berea 6
Miac Tnurnalmem
als

St. Olaf 66, Gus
St Thomas (Minno 7 74‘ Bethel (Minn.)

Tommy Haas (1) Germanyv def. Hora-
cio Zeballos, Argentina, 6-3, 57, 6-2.

Thomaz Bellucci, Brazil, def. Martin
Klizan, Slovakia, 6-3, 6-3.

Brazil Cup

Friday
At Cataninense de Tenis

Midwest

Grinnell 122,

ipon 115
St. Norbert 74, Carroll (Wis.) 68
NAC Conference

Semifinals
Maine-Farmington 107, Castleton St.
Nnrtheast-lﬂ Cun‘:erence
Bentley 93, St. | R

e 79
S New Hampshire 66, American Inter-
national 53
0ld Dot

n Athletic Conference

Quarterfinal
E. Mennonite 93, Lynchburg 81
Hampden-Sydnéy” 68, Randolph-Ma-

con 55

/a. Wesleyan 91, Bridgewater (Va.) 70
Southern Athletic Association
uarterfinals
Centre 77, Berry
WIAC Tournament
als

Wi

3 latteville 47
Wis.-Whitewater 76, Wi

.-La Crosse 73

Friday’s women’s scores

EAST
Canisius 52, Fairfcld 45, OT
Castleton St. 79, Husson 55
Bartmouth 82, Columbla 75
Harvard 70, Co

Marist 83, Monmouth (N) 52
Niagara 68, Ride

, Bro
Prinacton 55, i 63
Siena 61, St. Peter’s 52

Chattanooga 69, Elon =
Furman 69, Davidson 6.
samford 68, UNC Greensboro 57
offord 73, Georgia Southern 49
MIDWEST
Indiana St. 66, Loyola of Chicago 45
Texas-Dallas o Cogcgrdia»Austr’n 70

Colorado 62, UCLA 42

Oregon 5t. 78, Arizona 48

RN,
American southwesl Conference
irst Round
4 Le'roumeau 69

Texas—Ty\er

als
Fayetteville S8, Virginia Union 57
Shaw 60. V|rg|n|a St. 59
YAC Tournament
hampl nship
Baruch 70 Hunter5
lerence

S
oregon Tech 77, Coll. of Idaho 73
S. Oreg n80 E.Ore:
re8 T nrnamenl

Ithaca %3 John Flsher 69
ament
ound
Franklin 55, Rose Hulman 49
Manchester 65, Bluf
KIAC comeren::e Tournament

Asbury 74,
Point Park 6
MCAC

orth Tournamenl

Semifinals
5 Haskell Indian N ns 71, York (Neb.)

st Mary (Neb.) 94, Waldorf 53
Midwest l:onference Tournament

mi
Monmouth (lll.) & ornell (Iawa) 80
St. Norbert 12 Carrol\ (wrs)
ament

h nship
Montclarr Stror, wnham Paterson 64
rtheast-10 Confere
irst Rmmd
LeMoyne 58, St. Al 53
somhem° Athletu: Assocranon
Berry 76, Brrmmgham “Southern 70

Florianopolis, Bra:
Purse: $235,000 (1

oo fiard-Osta0ar
hgles

Is
Garbine Mu uruza (2), Spain, def.
Varus\ava Shvedova, Kazakhstan, 6-2, 6-

" Klara Zakopalova (3), Czech Republic,
def. Carla Suarez Navarro (1), Spain, 6-3,

Doubles

ampionship
Anabel Medina Garrigues, Spain, and
Varosiava Shuetova ), Kazakhatan, daf.
Francesca_Schiavone, Italy, and Silvia
Soler-Espinosa, Spain, 7-6 (1), 2-6, 10-3.

Dubai Championship

At Dubai Yennl); stadium

nif b Emrrales
Purse: $2.36 m
lard- Outduor

Semifinals
'omas Bel dK ch (3), Czech Republic,
def Ph\llpp Kohlschreiber (7), Germany,

ger Federer (4), Switzerland, def.
Novak Djokovic (1) Serb ia, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2.

Sominals
Daniel Nestor, Canada, and Nenad Z
monjic (1), Serbia, def. Daniel Brandsand

Florian Mayer, Germany, 7-6 (4), 7-6 (8).

Rohan Bopanna, India, and Aisam-Ul-
Haq Ouresnt (3. Pakistan, def. Tomasz
Bednarek, Poland, and Lukas Diouhy,
Czech Republic, 6-2, 6-

Pro baseball

Sprmg Training
s games
Baltimore A Tam a Bay
ankees 7‘ Detrolt (ss) 4
Minnesota 8, Bost
Phlladelphla 10, Detrolt (ss) 6
Toronto 4, Pitts| b

L.A. Angels 15, Cmcago Cubs 3
Seattle 12, San Dis ego 1
Kansas Clty 11, Texas 1
Qakiand 7, San Francisco (ss) 6
Cleveland 4 Cincinnati 0
L.A. Dodgers 5, Chlcago White Sox 0
Colorado 11, Ari:
Houston 7‘ At\ant
urday's game
Louis Vs M\ mi (SS) atlup\ter, Fla.
At\anta vs. Washington at Viera, Fla.
. Toronto vs. Baltimore at Sarasota,
Fla.
Philadelphia vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tam-

, Fla.
Tampa Bay vs. Pittsburgh at Braden-
ton,
Eosmn vs. Minnesota at Fort Myers,

Houston vs. Detrolt at Lakeland, Fla.
Mramr (s5) vs ets at Port St. Lu-

cie
el veland vs. Chicago White Sox at

Glendale, A

=y Francrsco vs. Chicago Cubs at
esa,

N “San Diego vs. Kansas City at Surprise,
riz.
Texas vs. Oakland at Phoenix
A Angels vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz.,

Co\orado vs. Cincinnati at Goodyear,

LA Dodgers vs. Milwaukee at Phoe-

A Milwaukee vs. Arizona at Scottsdale,
riz.

Chicago Cubs vs. Arizona at Scotts-
dale, Ariz.

Friday's scores

SOUTH
Alice Lioyd 4, Mount St. Joseph 2
Asbury 5-0, Spring Arbor

Ao Montaonsery T Bethel (Tenn)

6
Austin Peay 8 Dayton 5
elmont 4, Mercer 3, 10 innings
Bluef\eld South 6, Cumberlands 0
Boston College 5, Cent. Michigan 4
Brescia 2, Holy Cross (Ind.) 0
Brescia 6, Northwestern Ohio 4
Bryan 9, Truett-Mc Connell 1
calvin 6, Centre 1
atawba 2, Lenoir-Rhyne 1
Canisius 5, ETSU 2
Creighton 7, Charlotte 6, 10 innings
(s Cumberland (Tenn.) 6, Georgetown

YEmmanuel (Ga) 9, Martm Methodist 3

Erskine 13, GRU Algus!

Famergh Dickinson 5, Mnrehead st.3,
10 inning:

Freed-Hardeman 5, Lindenwood (Ill)

Georgia Tech 3, Bowling Green
o ot D, Garamar wess 1211 in-

nings
Kentucky 8, E. Michigan 2
N Lincoln Memorial 10, Carson-Newman

indsey Wilson 5, Campbellsville 2
ouisville 6, Toledo
oyola NO 5, Faulkner 410 innings
em his 8, 'SE Missouri

Tennessee 12, Kent st.4

Kentucky 6, Georgia St. 5, 11 in-

ngs
Nestato 3, Mlcmg
h Scuthern 2

ning

la St.
North carolma 3, North Florida 0
Ohio St. 6, Pittsbu

tony Braok at Wake Fareet, ppd.
ennessee 13, Quinnipiac

ennessee Tech 11, Nor\hweslern 7
revecca Nazarené 5, Olivet Nazarene

UCLA 2, Notre Dame 1
UConn 6, Lipscomb 4, 10 innings
UMass at Maryland, ccd.
Vanderbilt 4, Stanford 1
Virginia Tech 4, Cincinnati 1

. Michigan 5, 5¢ Bonaventure 1
West Virginia 3, Buke

N Hll 0is 1, S. Illlno
hita St.'5-0, Long Seach st. 4.7
OUTH S

Cameron 6-3, Ang elo
Concordia-Austin 6, ol Rods st. 3
o Concordla -Austin 12, Louisiana Col-
lege
Hardm -Simmons 2, E. Texas Eapnst 1

ora
3 s (Minn.) 9, St. Scholasllca}

Texas ABM-CC 0, Texas Arlington

Texas-Dallas 4, LeTourneau 1

Texas-Pan Am 4 Lamar 1

Texas St.3, Wag

UTSh s, 5. bakota s

Wayland Baptist 10 5‘ SW Assemblies

”w Texas A&M 9-11, Texas A&M-Kings-
vil

AR w
Arizona St. IO‘G
Lewis-Clark St. 3, Mrostana st. -Billings

TOURNAMEN'
Houston College Classlr.
Houston 9, Texas Tech
sam Houston St. 9, TCU 4

Friday’s transactions
BASEBALI.
American Leag

MINNESOTA TWINS — Agreedtoterms
with LHP Logan Darnell, RHP Samuel De-
duno, LHP Scott Diamond, RHP Casey
Fien, RHP Kyle Gibson, LHP Edgar Ibarra,
LHP Kris Johnson, RHP Trevor May, RHP
Ryan Pressly, LHP Brooks Raley, LHP Ca-
leb Thielbar, RHP Michael Tonkin, RHP
Vance Worley, C Chris Herrmann, C
mil Pinto, INF Chris Colabello, INF Erlan
Dozier, INF Eduardo Escobar, INF Pedro
Florimon, INF Jorge Polanco, INF Danny
Santana, INF Kennys Vargas, OF Oswaldo

Arcia, OF Aaron Hicks, OF Max Kepler, OF
Chris Parmelee and OF Alex Presley on
one-year contracsts

KETBAI
Nahonal Basketball Assoclauon
NGELES CLIPPERS — Signed F
Danny Grang

FooT!

National Footbail L

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Roleased L8
Jasper Brinkley. Fired strength and con-
ditioning coach John Lott.

TIMORE RAVENS — Agreed to
terms wllh TE Dennis Pitta on a five-year
contrag

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Placed the
franchise tag on DE Greg Hardy. Re-
raham Gano to a four-year

\GO BEARS — Signed CB Kelvin
Hayden to a one-vear contract.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Released DE Ev-
erette Brown, G Ray bominguez, DT Cor-
vey Irvin and G Jeff Olsol

INGLAND PATRIDTS — Released
S Steve Gregory.
ORLEANS SAINTS — ~ Placed the
franchise tag on WR Jimmy

oM TETS BT e ran-
chige tag on K Nick Fo

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Agreed to
terms with WR Jeremy Maclin on a one-
year contract.

OAKLAND RAIDERS — Re-signed G-0T
Khalif Bar

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Released DE
Red Bryant and WR sidney R

NNESSEE TITANS — Agreed to terms
with RB Tackic BAEHE on 2 mecyear con.

HOC|
National Ho-:key League
BUFFALO SABRES — Traded G Ryan
Miller and C Steve Ott to St. Louis for G
Jaroslav Halak, F Chris Stewart, F William
Carrier, a 2015 first-round pick and a 2016

third-rdund pic
ALLAS STARS — Signed F Colton

Schvbur o two-year contract through

the 2015-16 seas

W YORK RANGERS — Agreed to
terms with D Dan Girardi on a multiyear
contract extension.

OTTAWA SENATORS — Reassigned
6, Andrew Hammond- to- Binghamton
AHL).

VASHINGTON CAPITALS — Reas.

ned D Julien Brouillette to Hershey
(AHL) Recalled C Casey Wellman from

socce

Major League Socc
LA GALARY - Wabed B Bryan Gaul.
SEATTLE SOUNDERS FC — Loaned F

Erig Zavaleta to Chivas USA for the 2014

WESTERN  ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
— Suspended New Mexico men's bas-
Ketbail players, G K.C. Ross-Miller for
two games and F Renaido Dixon for one
for violat e WAC's_sports-
mansth policy Vonowmg aFeb. 27 game
at Utah Valley.
ILEINGIS % Announced senior DE
Houston Bates will transfer.

Honda Classic
FGA Tonr

At PGA National Azsort and Spa,
The Champion
Palm Beach Barﬂens. Fla.
Purs

n
Yardage: 1,140; Par 70
Second Round
Rory Mcllroy
Brendon de Jonge
Russell Henley
Lee Westwood
Russell Knox
Jamie Donaldson
Ryan Palmer
William McGirt

rEBLEY

5
3
o
% g
g sm2%S
2 g
C AR AR RN AN

Dal\;‘l/d Lingmerth
Ad

lam
Stewart Cink
Graeme McDowell
George McNeill
David Hearn

avid Hearr
Billy Hurley Il
Jamie Lovemark
Ben Crane

Zach Johnson

BESEREEEESE

FPPoNeoPPPhoNae

HSBC Women’s Champions
LPGA Tour
Saturday
At Sentosa Golf Club
Serapong Course
smgapo e

urs
varda?‘ 6.611. Par 72

Karrie Webb
Angela Stanford
Azahara Munoz
Teresa Lu
Paula Creamer
Morgan Pressel
Suzann Pettersen
Na Yeon Choi
Caroiine Hedwall
Chella Choi
Michelle W\e
Ha Na Jang
Inbee Park

N
3

33
bbbl

my Yang
Mika Miyazato
pornanong Phatium
Haeji Kan

Katherine Kirk
Jenny Shin

Brittany Lincicome
Nicole Castrale
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SPORTS BRIEFS

Keselowski earns pole position at Phoenix

The Associated Press

AVONDALE, Ariz. — A few
drivers, like Brad Keselowski and
Joey Logano, raced onto the track
to get in their qualifying sessions.
Others waited, some nearly 10
minutes, before heading out for
the first time.

There were long stretches with
almost no activity followed by
mad scrambles to get runs in be-
fore time ran out. Cars raced past
each other at close to a 100 mph
difference.

No doubt, this first round of
NASCAR’s new knockout quali-
fying was a little strange and will
take some getting used to.

Brad Keselowski earned the
first Sprint Cup pole under NAS-
CAR’s new format, edging Joey
Logano with a track-record top
speed of 139.384 mph at Phoe-
nix International Raceway on
Friday.

“It’s a lot more nerve-racking,”
Keselowski said. “Usually a pret-
ty good rule of thumb is that if it’s
more nerve-racking for the driv-
ers, it’s a lot more fun for our fans
and partners and all those things,
and that’s a good thing. I'm more
interested in feedback from our
fans to see if they liked it.”

Keselowski was one of the first
drivers to go out in the first ses-
sion and finished behind Logano.
He trumped his teammate in the
shorter, second session to earn
his fourth career pole and a spot
on the front row for Sunday’s 312-
mile race.

Jamie McMurray qualified
third, defending Sprint Cup
champion Jimmie Johnson was
fourth and Daytona S00 cham-
pion Dale Earnhardt Jr. will start
fifth, next to Greg Biffle.

Mcliroy soars; Woods
nearly misses the cut

PALM BEACH GARDENS,
Florida — Rory Mcllroy bounced
back from a rough start Friday for
a4-under 66 that gave him a one-
shot lead in the Honda Classic.

Tiger Woods had to scramble to

LEAVING AFGHANISTAN?

Don’t miss out on Privileged OGONUS Pricing! « Exclusive Military Rebates
Order your new vehicle now. Take delivery Stateside. |

|

Rick ScuTeri/AP

Brad Keselowski gives a thumb-up signal Friday after winning the pole position for Sunday’s NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series race in Avondale, Ariz. Keselowski earned the pole in the new knockout qualifying.

narrowly make the cut.

Mecllroy made six birdies in a
10-hole stretch and looked good
from tee-to-green at PGA Nation-
al to take the lead into the week-
end of a PGA Tour event for the
first time in 18 months.

Mcllroy was at 11-under 129.

Brendon de Jonge was tied for
the lead until making bogey on
his final hole for a 64. He was one
behind.

Woods hit only two greens in
regulation on the back nine of
PGA National. His only birdie
was on the 13th when he chipped
in. He shot 69 to make the cut on
the number.

W Karrie Webb broke out of a
slump with three key birdies on
the back nine Saturday to hold

onto a one-stroke lead after the
third round of the HSBC Wom-
en’s Champions in Singapore.

Webb, the 2011 champion, has
led every round this week. She
shot a 70 to move to 11-under 205
overall.

The veteran Australian will
play against another former
champion in the lead group on
Sunday — 2012 winner Angela
Stanford.

The American matched Webb
birdie-for-birdie over the final
five holes to shoot a 69.

Spain’s Azahara Munoz fired
an eagle and four birdies for a
S-under 67, the low round of the
day, to surge into a third-place
tie with Taiwan’s Teresa Lu at 8-
under 208.

dex

4 Quick Order Online: Choose from
the largest inventory in the world

4 Build Your Vehicle Online:
Custom-order to your exact specs

# Lowest Price Guarantee*
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# Worldwide Warranty Coverage
# Thousands serving the US in the
Mid East have already ordered!

# Contractors Welcome!

Canada’s Erik Guay wins
World Cup downhill

KVITFJELL, Norway — Can-
ada’s Erik Guay won the fifth
World Cup race of his career on
one of his best courses to clinch
his second downhill win this sea-
son, finishing ahead of French-
man Johan Clarey and Olympic
champion Matthias Mayer of
Austria in the Norwegian resort
of Kvitfjell.

It was the 32-year-old Guay’s
third career downhill win. He
also won downhill earlier this
season at the Italian resort of Val
Gardena, where the 33-year-old
Clarey was third.

Two of Guay’s career five wins

and four of his 22 podiums have
been in Kvitfjell, where there is
another super-G scheduled for
Sunday. He won that race here
four years ago.

Conditions were overcast and
a little foggy but unlike Friday’s
downhill the rain stayed away.
Guay had a time of 1 minute, 22.17
seconds to put him .35 ahead of
Clarey — who secured a third
career podium — and .57 quicker
than the 23-year-old Mayer, who
celebrated his first career po-
dium in World Cup downhill and
only his third overall.

American Travis Ganong, who
was third on Friday, narrowly
missed out on another podium,
finishing .62 back in fourth spot.

In other skiing news:

® The women’s World Cup
downhill race in Crans Montana,
Switzerland, has been canceled
because of bad weather.

Overnight snow and thick fog
had already seen the start time
put back several times on Satur-
day and race organizers decided
to cancel it at 1:30 local time.

Moss’ daughter scores
63 points in D-1Il game

Sydney Moss has set the wom-
en’s Division III scoring record
with 63 points for Thomas More
College in a semifinal victory at
the Presidents’ Athletic Confer-
ence tournament.

The daughter of former NFL
star Randy Moss broke Ann Gil-
bert’s mark of 61 points Friday
night when she made two free
throws with 18 seconds remain-
ing in the Saints’ 106-88 win over
Waynesburg in Crestview Hills,
Ky. Thomas More improved to
27-0 and advanced to Saturday’s
championship game against
Washington & Jefferson College.

Gilbert scored 61 points for
Oberlin College against Allegh-
eny College on Feb. 6,1991.

Cindy Brown holds the Divi-
sion I record with 60 points for
Long Beach State against San
Jose State on Feb. 16, 1987.

B Anicrica’s
e BEST-SELLING
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NHL

Roundup

Enroth makes 36 saves,
leads Sabres by Sharks

The Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Jhonas En-
roth made 36 saves as the Buffalo
Sabres beat the San Jose Sharks
4-2 on Friday night, a few hours
after they traded goalie Ryan
Miller and captain Steve Ott.

Cody Hodgson, Brian Flynn,
Matt Moulson and Tyler Myers
scored for Buffalo, while Enroth
played well in the absence of
Miller, who was dealt to St. Louis
along with Ott before warmups.

James Sheppard and Patrick
Marleau scored for San Jose.

The win gave Buffalo three
straight wins for the first time
since last April.

The Sabres opened the scoring
on a power-play goal 10:59 into
the first period, as Antti Niemi
couldn’t hold on to Hodgson’s
wrist shot. It was Hodgson’s 15th
goal and his first since Jan. 28.

Enroth made a glove save of
Matt Irwin’s slap shot through
traffic with under seven minutes
to play to keep Buffalo ahead. He
made another strong glove save
7:22 into the second period when
Marleau was left uncovered in
the slot.

Moments later, Myers beat
Niemi off a rush up the right side,

St. Louis

By Joun Wawrow
The Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Once the
shock and emotions of leaving
Buffalo and the Sabres began
to wear off, goalie Ryan Miller
began looking forward to the
challenge he and Steve Ott will
face in living up to the St. Louis
Blues’ expectations.

Sabres no more, Miller and Ott
are going from the NHL’s worst
team to a bona fide Stanley Cup
contender after being traded
to the Central Division-leading
Blues in a five-player, two-draft-
pick deal Friday night.

“It’s definitely humbling and
flattering that they would make
that kind of move and bring us in
with the intention of giving them
some help to push for a Stanley
Cup,” Miller said. “We're excited
for the opportunity there. But
also, it’s about the responsibility
we have to that organization to
show up and get up to speed and
compete as hard as we can to live
up to the trade.”

With his voice at times crack-
ing with emotion, Miller spoke
at a news conference during the
first intermission of the Sabres’ 4-
2 victory over San Jose. The deal
was made about an hour before
the game, and marks the first sig-
nificant move since Tim Murray

but his shot clanked off the cross

ar.

After another pair of saves,
Enroth was beaten when Shep-
pard forced a puck between the
goaltender’s legs after a shot re-
bounded off the end boards.

The Sharks finished the second
period with a 31-13 advantage in
shots on goal.

Buffalo restored its lead 4:33
into the third when Zemgus Gir-
gensons won a faceoff back to
Flynn, whose wrist shot beat
Niemi.

The Sabres doubled their ad-
vantage four minutes later when
Myers jumped into the play from
the right point to feed Moulson in
the slot, who scored over Niemi’s
shoulder.

Marleau brought the Sharks
within one with a one-timer with
1:15 left in regulation. Joe Thorn-
ton picked up his S0th assist of
the season on the goal.

Myers added an empty-net goal
with 21 seconds left to give him a
goal and two assists on the night.

Avalanche 4, Coyotes 2: Ga-
briel Landeskog had a goal and
two assists, and Paul Stastny had
a goal and an assist as host Colo-
rado beat Phoenix.

Semyon Varlamov stopped 40

shots in his first game after play-
ing for Russia in the Olympics,
and P.A. Parenteau and Nate
Guenin also scored for Colorado,
which bounced back from blow-
ing a two-goal lead in a loss to Los
Angeles on Wednesday.

Wild 2, Canucks 1 (SO): Jus-
tin Fontaine’s goal in the seventh
round of the shootout gave visiting
Minnesota a win over Vancouver.

Fontaine went wide on Eddie
Lack and slid the puck under the
Vancouver goalie. Darcy Kuem-
per preserved the win by denying
Vancouver’s final shooter, David
Booth, as he attempted a spin-o-
rama shot.

Ducks 1, Blues 0: Jonas
Hiller made 18 saves in his fifth
shutout of the season and Andrew
Cogliano scored in the opening
minutes as NHL-leading Ana-
heim returned from its Olympic
break with a victory over visiting
St. Louis.

Hiller came back strong from
the break after posting two shut-
outs for Switzerland in Sochi,
earning his 21st career shutout.
Cogliano’s early goal stood up
in a hard-hitting, choppy game
between two of the NHL’s best
teams.

acquires Miller, Ott

PHotos BY GARY WIEPERT/AP

Buffalo traded captain Steve Ott, left, and goalie Ryan Miller to St.
Louis on Friday for goalie Jaroslav Halak, forward Chris Stewart,
prospect William Carrier, a 2015 first-round pick and a 2016 third-
round pick. Buffalo has the fewest points of all NHL teams.

took over as Sabres general man-
ager in January.

In exchange for Miller and Ott,
their captain, the Sabres acquired
goalie Jaroslav Halak, forward
Chris Stewart, prospect William
Carrier, a 2015 first-round pick
and a conditional 2016 third-
round pick in a deal reached in
advance of the NHL trade dead-
line on Wednesday.

The move was welcomed by the
Blues after a 1-0 loss Friday night
to the NHL-leading Anaheim
Ducks.

St. Louis’ 84 points are tied
for the league’s second-best total
behind Anaheim, but the move
shows the Blues are no longer
content with regular-season suc-
cess and early playoff exits.

Murray explained that the pick
in 2016 could turn into a first-
round pick in this year’s draft if
the Blues reach the Western Con-
ference finals or Miller re-signs
with St. Louis before the draft.
The Sabres will also retain a por-
tion of what'’s left of Miller’s $6.25
million contract this season.

GarY WIEPERT/AP

San Jose defensman Matt Irwin, front, and goaltender Antti Niemi
eye the puck Friday’s game against Buffalo in Buffalo, N.Y.

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

OT Pts GF GA

Boston 5 '9 180 130
Montreal 7 3 155 149
Tampa Bay 5 71 170 148
Toronto 7 1182 187
Detroit 12 8 159 165
Ottawa 1 3 170 197
Florida 7 1 143 188
Buffalo 8 44 122 180

Division

Pittsburgh 9 5 4 191 144
N.Y.Rangers 60 4 3 157 147
Phlladeth\a 0 4 6 165 174
Washington 0 3 9 176 179
Columbus 9 5 5 172 166
Newlersey 0 2 13 140 148
rolin: 9 26 24 9 147 165
NV Is\anders 1 23 30 8 169 204

Western Conference
Central Division

L OT Pts GF GA
st. Louis 4 6 8419 137
Chicago 2 14 84208 165
jorado 7 5 8118 16
Minnesota 1 7 73150 148
Dallas 110 66 168 165
Winnipeg 6 6 64171 177
Nashville 4 2 149 182
cific Division
Anaheim 4 197 147
San Jose 7 6 82184 149
Los Angeles 2 6 147 132
Vancouver 4 10 148 162
Phoenix 2 11 167 176
calgary 0 7 siiris
Edmonton 47 202
N o oints fof a win, oné polnt

for ovareime 1ogs.
riday’s games
Minnesota 2; Vancouver 1,50
Buffalo 4, San Jo:
Colbraio 4, Frioenix 2
nahelm . Louis 0
aturday’s games
washmgton at Boston
New Jersey at N.Y. Islanders
Y. Rangers at Philadelphia
Florida at Columbus
Snipeg at Nachville
Tampa Bay at Dallas
Carolina at Los Angeles
Toronto at Montreal
Pittsburgh vs. Chicago at Chicago, IL
Calgary at Edmonton
inday’s games
Pmlade\phla at Washington
San Jose at New Jersey
Florida at N.Y. Islanders
al

Sabres 4, Sharks 2

01 1-2

o 10 3-2
First Period—1, Buffalo, Hodgson 15
(uyers, Enrhof, 10:59 (pp.

cond Period—2, San Jose, Sheppard
2(Vlaswc Boyle’ 38.

Third Period=-3, Biffalo, Flynn 6 (Gir;
ensons), 4:33, uffalo, Moulson 17
5, S an Jose, Mar-

18:45. 6. Buf-
e, Myere 8 D Aostm, 1958 {on
hots on Goal—San Jose 13-18-7-38.
Buffalo 8-5-7—20.
--ower-nlav o?portunllles—San Jose 0

of Buff lo
oalie: san Jose, Niemi 29-13-6 (19
Shots.16 saves). Buffalo, Enfoth 3.12-3
(38-36).
A—19,070 (19,070). T—2:25.

Avalanche 4, Coyotes 2
10

Phoenix 1-2

Colorado_ 10 31
riod—1, Phoenix, Doan

(Boedker, Hman-Larssom, 1257 (op).

Colorado, Parenteau
o' Renly) 15:38 (pp).

Third Period—3. Colorado, Guenin 1
(Landeskog, Stasthy), 48, 4. Colorado,
stastny 18 (Landeskog, MacKinnon), 6:12.
5, Phoenix, Doan 17 (Yandle, Ekman-Lars-
son), 13:58 (pp). 6, Colorado, Landeskog
19 (MacKinnon, Barrie), 16:43 (pp:

al—PhoBNix 13-10-19—42.

Colorado AT e

T-play opportunities—Phoenix 2
of 5 Colorado 20

e Fhoenix, Greiss 751 (33
Shots-20  Saves). Colorado, Varlamov 25-
11-5 (42-4

AT 18007, T-2:27.

Wild 2, Canucks 1 (SO)
Minnesota l 0 0 0-2
Vancouver 0 0 0-1

anesota won shootont 1-0

irst Period—1, Vancouver, Kesler 21
(Hig gIHS) 5 19 (sh). 2, Minnesota, Parise
0 (Pominville, Granlund), 14:12 (pp).

12 (Duchene,

Niederreiter NG, Heatley NG, Fontaine
G), Vancouver 0 (Kassian NG, Burrows
NG, Higgins NG, schroeder NG, Diaz NG,
Kesier NG, Booth NG,

rots on Gonl Minnesota 13-6-3-1—
23.Vancouver 10-11-9-1—31.

Power-play opportunities
10f 3; Vancouver 0 of 2.

vS. uemper 10-3-2
Brltlsh Cc\umbla 31 shots 30 saves). Vancouver, Lack 9-
at N.Y. Rangers 84 (23
Tampa Bay at Colorado A- 18 910 (18,910). T—2:39.
St. Louis at Phoenix
Carolina at Anaheim Scoring leaders
Through Feb. 28
et snoycesen B84 E
Ducks 1 Blues 0 Phil Kessel, Tor 61 32 35 67
St. Louis 0 0 0-0 Ryan Getzlaf, Anh 29 38 67
Anaheim 10 0-1 John Tavares, NY| 59 24 42
First Period—1, Anaheim, Cogliano 18  Alex Ovechkin, Was 56 41 22 63
(Koivu, Fowler), 3¢ atrick Kane, Chi 60 27 36 63
Shots St Louis 6-8-4—18.  Corey Perry, Anh 61 30 30 60
Evgeni Malkin, Pit 48 18 42 60
op ortunities—St. Louis 0 Kyle Okpos: M 60 24 35 59
3. Nicklas Backstrom Was 60 12 47 59
0 ouis, Elliott 15-5-2 (19  Patrick Sharp, Chi 61 28 30 58
hots- 8 saves) Anaheim, Hiller 26-9-4  Martin St. Louis, TB 59 27 31 58
(18 Joe Thornton, SJ 61 8 50 58

18).
A—17,369 (17,174). T—2:

3 tied with 57 pts.
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

WAC suspends two players for brawl

By ANNE M. PETERSON
The Associated Press

A wild postgame brawl following a con-
tentious game between Utah Valley and
New Mexico State highlighted the risks
when fans and players collide.

The Western Athletic Conference sus-
pended New Mexico State junior guard
K.C. Ross-Miller for two games and senior
forward Renaldo Dixon for one for violat-
ing the league’s sportsmanship policy fol-
lowing its review of the melee Thursday
night in Orem, Utah.

Ross-Miller hurled the ball at Utah Val-
ley’s Holton Hunsaker seconds after the
‘Wolverines’ 66-61 victory over the Aggies.
The ball hit Hunsaker — the son of Utah
Valley coach Dick Hunsaker — in the leg.
Some of the fans who stormed the court
following the victory got caught up in the
chaos and punches were thrown.

New Mexico State guard DK Eldridge
was in the middle of the scrum before he
was dragged away by Aggies coaches as
order was restored. With the victory, the
Wolverines claimed the top spot in the con-
ference standings — their first year in the
WAC.

While the brawl was touched off by Ross-
Miller’s actions, it sparked renewed debate
about player and fan interactions, and the
dangers posed when fans rush the court. It
was one of several incidents involving fans
and players or coaches in recent months.

Oklahoma State All-America guard
Marcus Smart charged into the stands at
Texas Tech on Feb. 8 and shoved a fan who
called him a “piece of crap.” Smart was
suspended for three games and the fan
later apologized.

Also in February, Oregon coach Dana
Altman expressed concerns about safety
after two of his staffers said an Arizona
State student spit at them at halftime of a
game in Tempe, Ariz. Ducks guard Jason
Calliste had a verbal confrontation with at
least one student late in the first half.

The NCAA does not have national rules
regarding fans rushing the court because
conference offices oversee regular-season
rules in basketball, including discipline.

The SEC does ban the practice, impos-
ing a $5,000 fine on the school for the first
offense, and as much as $50,000 for subse-
quent infractions.

Reggie Minton, deputy executive direc-
tor of the National Association of Basket-

New Mexico State’s Daniel Mullings, center left, is

involved in a brawl

Te Daiy HeraLp, GRANT HINDSLEY/AP

players and fans who came onto the court when

between
New Mexico State guard K.C. Ross-Miller hurled ﬂne ball at Utah Valley’s Holton Hunsaker seconds after Utah’s Valley’s 66-61
letic

overtime victory Thursday in Orem, Utah. The

ball Coaches, said his organization has
discussed the issue in the past and it will
be taken up again at meetings in April.

“The main concern is for the safety of the
visiting players and coaching staff. Rush-
ing the court almost always comes after
a key victory or upset by the home team
and there are people rushing the court who
may or may not understand what sports-
manship is about,” Minton said.

“We need to explore ways to eliminate
the risk to the players, coaches and staff on
the court,” he added. “Every school should
have a plan in place for end-of-game situa-
tions and make sure there is sufficient se-
curity and staff available to take control.”
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The WAC issued its suspensions Friday
after reviewing the brawl.

“There obviously is no place in the West-
ern Athletic Conference or intercollegiate
athletics as a whole for the unfortunate
events that took place at the conclusion of
Thursday night’s game,” WAC Commis-
sioner Jeff Hurd said.

Before the WAC weighed in on additional
penalties, New Mexico State coach Marvin
Menzies suspended Ross-Miller indefinite-
ly pending the WAC’s decision.

“No matter what provoked K.C. what he
did was inexcusable and hence the suspen-
sion. It is an honor and a privilege to wear
an Aggie uniform and a responsibility

ARy,

i two New Mexico State players Friday.

comes with that privilege,” Menzies said in
a statement Friday.

The game between the WAC co-leaders
at the UCCU center was attended by a sea-
son-high 4,954 fans.

Ross-Miller issued a statement apologiz-
ing for his actions.

“I have way more respect for the univer-
sity, my teammates and coaches to retali-
ate in such a terrible way,” he said. “I know
better to let my opponents and emotions
get the best of me and I regret doing what
I did, not only because it was stupid and
selfish, but because of the situation that I
have created for my team, coaches and the
university.

MILITARY AUTOSOURCE
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Frank FRANKLIN II/AP

The Knicks’ Carmelo Anthony, left, J.R. Smith, center, and Tyson Chandler watch during the second half of Friday’s blowout 126-
103 loss to the Golden State Warriors in New York.

Curry, Warriors rout New York

Golden State star
dazzles MSG crowd

By BrIAN MAHONEY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Stephen Curry’s last
Madison Square Garden performance was
breathtaking, the most dazzling display of
outside shooting ever at the famed arena.

It resulted in a loss, so Curry tried a dif-
ferent tactic Friday night — and ended up
making more MSG history.

Curry had 27 points, 11 rebounds and 11
assists in three quarters, Klay Thompson
added 25 points, and the Golden State War-
riors sent the frustrated New York Knicks to
a fifth straight loss with a 126-103 victory.

Returning to the site of his sensational
shooting performance of a year ago, when
he scored a career-high 54 points on 11 of
13 shooting from three-point range, Curry
showed off his entire skill set in this one.

“To get a win this year is bigger than
any stats, but to play well and to impact the
game the way I wanted to, it definitely felt
great,” Curry said.

Curry joined LeBron James as the only
visiting players with a 50-point game and a
triple-double at the current MSG, opened
in 1968,

Anthony had 23 points and 16 rebounds
for the Knicks, blown out for the second
straight night in a season that’s starting to
feel hopeless no matter what the sorry East-
ern Conference standings say. They seem
to know it, with an agitated Tyson Chandler
thrown out in the fourth quarter after pick-
ing up two technical fouls, the first for shov-
ing Warriors backup Marreese Speights.

“It’s not a mental thing, it’s a heart thing,”
Knicks forward J.R. Smith said. “You can’t
let people score 40, 50 points in the paint
over and over again, then we ain’t going to
win. We ain’t going to win games like that.”

Frank FRankun 1I/AP

Golden State point guard Stephen Curry drives past Knicks center Tyson Chandler on
Friday in New York. Curry was spectacular in the Warriors’ 126-103 win, pouring in
27 points to go along with 11 rebounds and 11 assists in just three quarters of play.

Knicks: Time
short to turn
around season

FROM BACK PAGE

“At this point, we’re rolling with the
punches, man. I was laughing with some-
body and saying it’s Murphy’s Law,” An-
thony continued. “Anything that can go
wrong is going wrong for us at this point.
All that stuff, with all that said, we’ve still
got to play basketball.”

Now in his 10th season, Anthony has
never missed the playoffs.

If the Knicks don’t
start playing good
basketball, and fast,
that streak will end in
about six weeks.

“All of these games
are very critical,”
Anthony said. “We’ve
got to approach these
games, I don’t want to
say life or death situ-
ation, but it is what it
is. These are games
that we've got to try

Felton

The Knicks are in 11th place in the
Eastern Conference, six games out of the
eighth and final postseason spot after a
blowout loss to the Golden State War-
riors on Friday night. A team that won 54
games last season is on pace to win just 30
this season, a 24-victory difference. If that
holds up, it’ll be the largest one-year dip
in terms of winning percentage that the
Knicks have ever endured.

“It has been an up and down year, sure,”
Woodson said. “I think about it all the time.
But there’s sometimes that you can’t con-
trol. You can’t control injuries, you can’t
control J.Rs suspension at the beginning
of the year. It’s been a lot. But again, math-
ematically we’re still in the hunt and that’s
what I'm hanging my hat on.”

Calling it an “up and down” year might
be a stretch. Woodson’s team won its
first game, and hasn’t had a winning re-
cord since. By the start of December, the
Knicks were 10 games under .500. They
had a five-game winning streak in early
January, then a four-game streak later in
the month.

In all other games, they’re 12-38.

And then the Felton matter simply adds
anew challenge, a big one at that.

Hours after Dirk Nowitzki got a buzz-
er-beater to fall that lifted Dallas past
the Knicks on Monday night, Felton was
arrested on felony weapons charges. He
should be able to be with the Knicks for
the rest of the season, considering he’s not
due in court again until June 2.

Felton was smiling and laughing with
teammates as they prepared for their
gameday shootaround practice in Miami
on Thursday, and has said his personal situ-
ation — he’s also going through a divorce,
and authorities said it was his estranged
wife who turned a loaded semi-automatic
handgun allegedly owned by Felton into po-
lice — will not be a distraction to the team.

Added Woodson: “We're here to support
him. ... We can’t go back and undo what’s
been done.”

The same sort of thinking applies to the
Knicks’ season so far. It’s why, at least out-
wardly, Woodson and Anthony still seem
to have some hope.

“I just wish our season would have
been better,” Woodson said. “We can still
salvage something out of this season by
getting this team in the playoffs. If that
happens, then you start another season
and anything is possible.”
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Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division
Pct GB
Toronto 26 552 —
Brooklyn 29 482 4
NewVDrk 38 356 1l%
39 339 12%
Pmladelphla 43 259 17
Mia ‘Southeast Di Isiolll
Washmg!on 12%
Charlotte 15%
Atlanta
Orlando 25%
Central Di
Indiana
Chicago 12%
Cleve\and 21%
Detroit 21%
Milwaukee
Western Conference
Southwest Di
GB
San Antonio -
Houston 3
Dallas 7
Memphis 25 9l
New Orleans 35
Northwest Division
Oklahoma City 4 15 746 —
Portlanc 0 18 690 3%
Minnesota 8 29 491 15
enver 5 32 439 18
Utah 137 362 22%
sion
L.A. Clippers 0 20 667 —
Golden State 6 23 610 3%
Phoenix 4 24 586 5
Sacramento 0 38 345 19
-A. Lakers 0 39 .339 19%
iday’s %ames
Cleveland 99 Utah

Oklahoma City 113, Memphis 107
York 103

1
92 rariotte 82
T Lakers 126, Sacramento 122
Phoenix 116, New Orleans 104
K games
washmgmn atP iladelphia
ando at Mia
Del_roil at Houston

n
Brooklyn at Milwaukee
emphis

13 rtlan

Minnesota at Sacramento

New Orleans at LA, Clippers

y's ‘games

New York at Chi

Golden State at Toronto

Philadelphia at Orlando

Utah at Indiana

Charlotte at Oklahoma City

Dailas at San Anton

Atlanta at Phoemx
Monday’s games

Memphis at Washington

L.A. Lakers at Portland
New Orleans at Sacramento

Friday

Suns 116 Pelicans 104
Evans 6-13 1- Z 14, Da-
4 184432 Ajinca 2-2 0-0 4,
1-17, Gordon 7-10 4- 421, Morrcw 3-8
0 6, Babbitt 2-4 D 0 5, Rivers 1-7 2-2 4,
iller 1-3 0-0 2, Am 24347 Withey
-10-0 2. Totals 42- 78 15 17 1

iwin , Mar 4
8 5 6 15, 1.Smith 4-5 2-2 10. Totals 40-74
6-32 116.

iew Orlcans 28 26 27 23-104
oenix 30 26 25 35-116
Three-point Goals—New Orleans 5-13
(Gordon 3-4, Evans 1-1, itt 1-2, Riv-
ers 0-1, Roberts 0-1, Wnor 0.2, Morraw
0-2), Phoenix 10-23 (Dr: agic
2-2, Marc.Morris 2-4, Frye
Fouled Out—Roberts.

. n:
Gordon, Evans 4), Phoenix 21 (1.Smith 6).
Total Fouls—New Orleans 26, Phoenix 15.
Technicals—Roberts, bragic, Phoanix de-
fensive three second. A—16,578 (18,422).

Lakers 126, Kings 122

SACRAMENTO — Gay 11-22 9-9 32, Wil-

Ay 13002, OJohnson 1-21-2 4. Totals
47633352 192,
LA_LAKERS — Bazemore 5-11 0-0 12

- arm:

Hill 0-1 0-0 0, Kaman 0-2 0-00, Kelly 2-

5, Sacre 0-00-00. Totals 48011161 6.
Sacramento 23-122
LA, Lakers 21 11 u 31-126
Three-Point Goals—Sacramento 5-15

ay iams 0-2,

o, LA, Lakers 15:57 (Farmar 5. m Bmoks
3-3, Meeks 3-3, Bazemore
2 4 Ke\l 11, Marshall 0-2). Fou\ed

it—| Rebounds—Sacramento 53
(Wllllams I2), LA, Lakers 39 (WJohnson
2).  Assists—Sacramento hom:
8), LA. _ Lakers 35 (Marshall 10) Tolal
Fouls—Sacramen
Technicals—. Sacramenlo defenswethree
second, L.A. Lakers defensive three sec-
ond. A—18,997 (18,997).

Bulls 100, Mavericks 91
CHICAGO — Dunleav 5-102-2 16, Booz-
er 4-9 1-2 9, Noah 4- -3 10, Hinrich 7-8
1-; 217 Buters 135 1 19, GIbSO 7 15 6-

ham 0-4

S — Mari
7-1 0-0 15, Dalemb: -
ron 5-12 0-0 13, Ellis 7-19 4
Flarals Hars 0322 2. Blai

Dallas 31

Three-Point, - Goals—ch %10
(Dunleavly 4-7, Hinrich gus in
) ler 1-4), Dallas 11 31 (Carter 4-
8, Calderon 3- 7 EII 2-6, Marion 1-1,
Nowitzki 1 5, rris 0-1, Elllngton 0-3).
Fouled Out: N E Rebounds—Chicago
58 (Gibson 15), Da\las 42 (Dalembert 10).
Assists—Chicago 19 (Noah, Dunleavy 4),
Dallas 17 (Ellis 5). Total Fouls—Chicags
19, Dallas 20. A—20,398 (19,200).

Spurs 92, Bobcats 82

CHARLOTTE — Kidd-Gilchrist 0-2 0-00,
McRoberts 2-6 0-0 4, Jefferson 10-21 0-

SAl NIO — Leonard 4-
can6 1555 20 Shitter 14 o1
222, Green 27 44 10, Belinelli
N -1 14, Ginobili 13 11s
Y8570 oo 000, Sames 11063,
Bonner 6:06.0.0. Totals #13is1592,
Charlotte 20 17-82
San Antonio ] 25 26-92
Three-Point Goals—Charlotte = 3-17
(Walker 1-2, Neal 1-3, Tolliver 1-4, Ri
nour 0-1, Henderson n 3 McRoberts 0-4),
San Antonio 9-20 elli2-3, Green
24, Leonard 2-4, inabil 2.6, Wils 150,
Eouled Out--Nonle, Rebourids—Charlotte
-Gilchrist 8), San Antonio
sSists— Charlqtte 23

three satona A—Thsal (A8,

Warriors 126, Knicks 103

0-51-11, N 2-60-0 5, Spei-
ght 3767 12. Totals 44 922431 126.

Prlgmm 23 0-0 5, Felton
y Jr. 6116632, Tyler 36 0-0 6, Clark
, Murry 4-7 0-0 8, Brown 0-2 0-0 0.

Totals 36 95 21-23 103.

Golden State 38 35 26 27-126
Newvnrk 21 25 28 23-103
Three-Point Goals— Golden State 14-

y
1-2, Anthony 1+, Clai ). F
None Rebounds— Golden State 59 (curry

11), New_York 57 (Anthony 16). Assists—

Golden State 25 (Curry 11), New York 14
(Felton, Chandier 3); Total Fouls—Golden
State 21, New York 24. Technicals—Spei-
ghts, Chandler 2, Smith. Ejected— Chan-
dler’A~19,812 (19,763).

Thunder 113, Grizzles 107

HIS — Prince 5-9 0-0 12, Randolph
5 143 413 (;azsow 103517, Conley 1 -103-

aj
17025, Ealisen 0502 0, Fisher 2-4 2.2 8,
Jones 1-10-0 3. Totalssa 772732 113,

20 29 35—101

Oklahoma City zs 28
Three-Point Goals—Mem|
(Miller 4-5, Prince 2.2, Lee 2-
1-2, Conley 1-3, Calathe:
City 10-22 (Dufant 3-8, Fishe

. u-
rant, Fisher, - Oklahoma City defensive
three second. A—18,203 (18,203).

Cavaliers 99, Jazz 79
'AH — Jefferson 4-9 1-2 13, Williams
2-10 0-0 5, Favors 3-9 2-3 8, Burke 2-9 0-0
4, Hayward 6-13 2-3 18, Evans 0-0 0-0 0,
Garrett 2-7 0-0 6, Burks 3-114-6 11, Kanter
4-7 0-0 8, Rush 1-4 0-0 3, Gobert 0-00-00, 3
Lucas III 1 1 0-0 3. Totals 28-80 9-14 79.
— Deng 812 0-2 16,

-2 7, Karasev 0-0 0-0 0, Onuaku -1 0-0 0.
Totals 43-889-1299.
21 14 19 19-79

30 30-99
Three-Point Goals—Utah 14-29 (Jeffer-
son 4-7, Hayward 4-7, Garrett 2-4, Lucas |l
1-1, Rush 1-2, Burks 1-2, Williams 1-3, Burke
¢ 3), c\eveland 4-15 (Gee 1-1, Hawes 1-
9 13 Dellavedova 15, Jack 0-4).
Fouled? Sit—Nane. Rebounds tan A

Clevela d

ltah 20
(Irvmg 12) otal Fouls Utaf 15, Cleveland
12. Technicals—Hawes. A—18,601 (20,562).

Roundup

Irvmg nets fi
- double in win

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Kyrie Irving
recorded his first career triple-
double with 21 points, 12 assists
and 10 rebounds to lead Cleveland
to a 99-79 win over Utah.

The All-Star Game MVP was
two rebounds shy of the mark
going into the fourth quarter. He
grabbed his ninth rebound early
in the period and pulled down his
10th with 4:12 to go to become
the first Cleveland player with a
triple double since LeBron James
on March 16, 2010, at Detroit.

A young fan wearing a stocking
cap raced on the floor and patted
Irving on the shoulder midway
through the fourth quarter, but
was quickly subdued by several
policemen and security guards.
The fan was wrestled to the floor
and led away in handcuffs.

Luol Deng scored 16 points as
the Cavaliers placed five players
in double figures.

Gordon Hayward scored 18
points for Utah, which began a
six-game road trip.

Thunder 113, Grizzlies 107:
Kevin Durant scored 30 of his
37 points in the second half to
help Oklahoma City beat visiting
Memphis and snap a three-game
skid.

Russell Westbrook had 21
points and six assists in 28 min-
utes, Serge Ibaka had 16 points
and nine rebounds, and Reggie
Jackson added 14 points for the
Thunder. The Thunder had lost
every game since Westbrook
returned from his latest knee
surgery.

Mike Miller scored all 19 of
his points in the fourth quarter to
help Memphis nearly erase a 16-
point deficit heading into the peri-
od. Marc Gasol had 17 points and
Zach Randolph added 13 points
and 10 rebounds for the Grizzlies,
who had won five of six.

Suns 116, Pelicans 104:
Goran Dragic scored 40 points,
his second career high in three
games, and Phoenix pulled away
in the fourth quarter to beat vis-
iting New Orleans and snap a
three-game losing streak.

Dragic was a game-time deci-
sion because of a sore right ankle
that had kept him out of Wednes-
day’s loss at Utah, but played
all but the last 10 seconds of the
second half in the first 40-point
game for a Phoenix player since
Amare Stoudemire’s 44 on March
19, 2010.

Anthony Davis, also a game-
time decision because of a
sprained left shoulder, matched
his career high with 32 points for
the Pelicans, who lost their sixth
in a row.

Markieff Morris added 18
points and twin brother Marcus
15 for Phoenix.

Eric Gordon scored 21 for New
Orleans.

rst triple-
ver Jazz

ToNy Desak/AP

The Cavaliers’ Kyrie Irving passes the ball during the third quarter of
Friday’s win over Utah in Cleveland. Irving recorded his first career
triple-double with 21 points, 12 assists and 10 rebounds.

Lakers 126, Kings 122: Jor-
dan Farmar came off the bench
to score a career-high 30 points,
making eight of 10 shots from
three-point range, and host Los
Angeles capitalized on the ab-
sence of suspended Sacramento
star DeMarcus Cousins.

Jodie Meeks made all eight
of his shots and finished with
22 points, including three of
the Lakers’ franchise-record 19
three-pointers on 27 attempts.
Pau Gasol also scored 22, and
newly acquired reserve MarShon
Brooks had 23.

Spurs 92, Bobcats 82: Tim
Duncan had 17 points and 16 re-
bounds, and San Antonio over-
came a sluggish start to beat
visiting Charlotte.

Manu Ginobili scored 15 points,
Marco Belinelli and Patty Mills
added 14 each and Kawhi Leon-
ard had 12 for San Antonio.

Al Jefferson scored 20 points
and former Spurs guard Gary

Neal added 15 for Charlotte. Ger-
ald Henderson had 12 and Kemba
Walker 11

There were three ties and two
lead changes in the final 7 min-
utes as San Antonio celebrated
Military Appreciation Night with
camouflage uniforms.

Bulls 100, Mavericks 91: Taj
Gibson had 20 points and 15 re-
bounds, Mike Dunleavy hit a go-
ahead three-pointer and Chicago
overtook host Dallas in the fourth
quarter to win for the eighth time
in nine games.

The Mavericks led by 16 in the
first half and had erased a six-
point Chicago edge when Dun-
leavy put the Bulls back in front
and started a 10-0 run with a
three-pointer for an 87-85 lead.

Jimmy Butler had 19 points,
seven rebounds and a big block
during the decisive spurt, and
Kirk Hinrich scored 17. Dun-
leavy finished with 16 points and
eight rebounds.
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Sharper surrenders in LA

LOS ANGELES — Former NFL All-Pro
safety Darren Sharper surrendered to Los
Angeles police after being named in a war-
rant involving a rape case in New Orleans.

Sharper, 38, also is under investigation
in sexual assault cases in Florida, Nevada
and Arizona and has pleaded not guilty to
rape charges in Los Angeles.

Sharper’s surrender Thursday night had
been arranged in advance, LAPD Officer
Bruce Borihan said. He was being held
at the downtown Metropolitan Detention
Center.

Salary cap set at $133 million

NEW YORK — The NFL’s salary cap for
this season has been set at $133 million,
the highest amount in league history.

Each team must be compliant with
the cap number by March 11, when the
league’s free agency period begins. The
cap amount announced Friday, which ap-
plies to active players’ salaries, is up from
$123 million last season and surpasses the
previous high of $127,997,000 in 2009.

NFL teams can carry over unused sala-
ry cap room from the previous league year,
and the NFLPA said in a release Friday
that the average carryover for those teams
that elected to do so was $6.1 million.

The league’s salary cap is calculated by
taking a percentage of all projected NFL
revenues, subtracting projected benefits
for the season, and dividing by 32 teams.

Pitta gets 5-year deal

OWINGS MILLS, Md. — The Baltimore
Ravens and tight end Dennis Pitta reached
agreement on a five-year contract Friday.

Pitta, Baltimore’s fourth-round pick in
2010, was set to become an unrestricted
free agent when free agency starts March
11

Pitta missed most of 2013 while recov-
ering from a dislocated and fractured hip,
but he returned to catch 20 passes for 169
yards and a touchdown in the final four
games.

He had 61 catches for 669 yards and
seven touchdowns during the 2012 regular
season and then added 14 catches for 163
yards and three touchdowns in the playoffs
in helping the Ravens win the Super Bowl.

In another signing:

m The Chargers signed their top unre-
stricted free agent, inside linebacker Don-
ald Butler, to a new contract Friday.

Seahawks release Rice, Bryant

Wide receiver Sidney Rice and defensive
end Red Bryant were released by the Se-
attle Seahawks on Friday, giving the Super
Bowl champions additional salary cap
space as free agency approaches.

Seattle made the expected roster moves
official eight days before teams can start
speaking with potential free agents. Bry-
ant had spent his entire career with the
Seahawks after being a fourth-round draft
pick in 2008, while Rice signed as a free
agent before the 2011 season.

In other moves:

® The New England Patriots released
safety Steve Gregory.

m The New York Jets placed the fran-
chise tag on reliable kicker Nick Folk on
Friday after he had perhaps the best sea-
son of his seven-year NFL career. Folk
made $780,000 last season, but the fran-
chise tag estimate for kickers is about $3.4
million for this season.

® The Carolina Panthers used the fran-
chise tag on Greg Hardy on Friday, pre-
venting the outspoken defensive end from
hitting the free agent market.

Hardy will make $12.45 million next
season.

The team also re-signed kicker Graham
Gano to a four-year contract. Financial
terms of that deal were not released.

JEFF SINER, CHARLOTTE OBSERVER/MCT

Tight end Jimmy Graham, top, will earn at least $7.04 million this season as the Saints’ franchise player at tight end.

aints ‘franchise’ Graham

Tag means tight end stands to earn at least $7.04 million

By BRETT MARTEL
The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — The New Orleans
Saints on Friday placed their franchise tag
on Jimmy Graham in order to protect the
club’s rights to its star tight end through
next season.

The move means Graham, barring a
holdout, will almost certainly play for New
Orleans next season for no less than the
tight end franchise tag of $7.04 million.

It is also possible, under the NFL’s col-
lective bargaining agreement, that Gra-
ham could be tagged as a receiver because
of how often he lined up split wide from
the line. That would carry a tag of $12.3
million.

Once Graham’s tag has been determined,
the two sides could continue to argue that
matter before an arbitrator. That appears
to be the likely process as both side aim to
determine precisely how much negotiating
leverage they have before hammering out
along-term deal.

Similarly, the Saints used their franchise
tag on quarterback Drew Brees in March
2012, then needed a little more than four
months to work out the five-year, $100 mil-
lion deal Brees signed shortly before train-
ing camp.

Like Brees, Graham is represented by
Creative Artists Agency. They do not have
the same agent. Graham is represented by
Jimmy Sexton and Brees by Tom Condon.

The move, confirmed by team spokes-
man Greg Bensel, was expected as part of
what is widely anticipated to be a protract-
ed negotiation between the team and one of
the best young tight ends in the NFL

Graham said publicly during the Pro
Bowl in February that it would be “un-
fortunate,” if the team used the franchise
tag on him, but on Friday he reacted to the
move with subtle humor.

Afterward, Graham wrote on his Twitter
account, “Confirming it’s officially Fran-
chisefriday... TAG ... I guess 'm it.”

Graham, a former college basketball
player who played one year of football at
Miami, was drafted by the Saints in 2010.
Last season, he led the Saints in catches
with 86, yards with 1,215 and touchdowns
with 16.

He has led the Saints in catches in each
of the past three seasons, while leading the
club in yards receiving and touchdowns in
two of the last three seasons.

During the past three regular seasons
combined, he has 270 catches for 3,507
yards and 36 touchdowns.

BiLL Haser/AP

New Orleans Saints tight end Jimmy
Graham was a basketball player in college
at Miami and played football one season.
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Francisco reminds Brewers of potential

Milwaukee slugger still has power

By Genaro C. ARMAS
The Associated Press

PHOENIX — An overlooked
candidate in the competition for
the Milwaukee Brewers first base
job sent two big reminders that
he’s in the running.

The quiet Juan Francisco can
leave quite the impression at the
plate. He hit solo home runs in
consecutive at-bats against the
Athletics this week in the Brew-
ers’ spring opener.

“When he squares up balls,
it doesn’t matter what part of
the park” that he hits it, Brew-
ers manager Ron Roenicke said.
“Only a handful of guys have his
kind of power.”

Like the 502-foot homer Fran-
cisco crushed in 2011 as a mem-
ber of the Cincinnati Reds that
cleared Great American Ball-
park. It’s still impressive to watch
replays of that blast.

“Nah, I'm not that powerful ...
No, no,” Francisco said Friday,
blushing after being relayed Roe-
nicke’s praise.

But the left-handed slugger has
never found a comfortable home.
The strikeouts hurt.

Traded at midseason from At-
lanta last season, Francisco was
moved from third to first to try
to fill the hole left by the injury to

Corey Hart. Francisco ended up
hitting 13 homers with 32 RBIs in
89 games for the Brewers, hitting
.221 with 95 strikeouts.

Not good enough to start regu-
larly down the stretch, let alone
ensure a spot in 2014. The Brew-
ers signed veterans Lyle Over-
bay and Mark Reynolds to minor
league deals with designs that
they might also be potential op-
tions at first.

Francisco went back to his na-
tive Dominican Republic in the
offseason and played winter ball,
where he said he worked on get-
ting rid of a hitch in his swing.
According to Roenicke and hit-
ting coach Johnny Narron, Fran-
cisco was trying to get away from
aleg kick and working on keeping
both hands on his bat.

Whatever he did, it worked on
Day 1.

“I have to keep working,” Fran-
cisco said.

He’s a man of few words to re-
porters. Going into his sixth year
in the league, Francisco feels a bit
more comfortable talking to fel-
low Latin players, Roenicke said.

Mainly though, Francisco ap-
pears to keep to himself. With a
quiet, intense demeanor, the 6-
foot-2, 238-pound Francisco can
strike a downright intimidating
frame befitting of someone who

GREGORY BuLL/AP

The Brewers’ Juan Francisco, right, looks skyward after hitting his second home run of the day as
Oakland catcher Derek Norris looks on during the second inning of a spring training game on Thursday.

hopes to be a feared power hitter.
Makes sense that one of his
idols is 6-foot-4 slugger David
Ortiz of the Red Sox.
“I like his hitting. He’s my fa-
vorite,” Francisco said.

Ultimately, Francisco may have
to show he’s just as adept around
the bag. The Brewers liked Reyn-
olds and Overbay because each
player had extensive experience
at first, especially Overbay.

When asked, Francisco said
footwork around the bag was one
area of concentration. If he can
keep hitting homers this spring,
it will be hard for the Brewers to
not find a spot for him.

Braves OF B.J. Upton regrouping after slump

By KRrisTIE RIEKEN
The Associated Press

KISSIMMEE, Fla. — B.J. Upton was
suffering through the most dreadful sea-
son of his career and little brother Justin
was in the same Atlanta clubhouse, a per-
fect shoulder to lean on as he navigated
through the unfathomable time.

But he didn’t seek comfort from him.

In fact, he didn’t reach out to anyone for
help.

“It was difficult, but I'm kind of a loner,”
Upton told The Associated Press, his gaze
fixed skyward as he sat in the dugout on a
recent dreary day in spring camp. “I han-
dle things my own way. That’s just kind of
the way it is.”

Justin is three years B.J.’s junior, short-
er and stockier, but in his face and the
timbre of his voice, the resemblance is
unmistakable.

The younger Upton shook his head when
asked if it surprised him that B.J. didn’t
ask for his support when he dealt with
hitting just .184 and being benched in his
first year with the Braves. The season-long
slump came after he signed a five-year,
$75.25 million contract.

“Nobody’s going to help you fix your-
self,” Justin said. “People take that a little
too far, I think. Until something clicks with
you in your mind things won’t go the right
direction. You have to fix yourself before
anyone else can.”

OK, but surely B.J. talked to his par-
ents, with whom he’s very close, about his
problems.

Nope.

Not his mother and not even his father,
Manny “Bossman” Upton, his namesake

ALex BRaNDON/AP
Atlanta Braves center fielder B.J. Upton
hits a pitch during a spring training
workout on Monday in Kissimmee, Fla.

and the reason the man born Melvin
Emanuel is known as “Bossman Junior” or
simply B.J.

“What could anyone really say to me?
None of them had gone through what I had
gone through last year,” he said. “Nobody
could relate, so I dealt with it on my own.”

So he’d trudge home following each bad
game and try to sort through things solo.

“I’d go home and regroup and come back

the next day to work and try to fix it,” he
said. “It just never panned out.”

The center fielder’s distaste at confid-
ing in anyone about just how much his
struggles bothered him didn’t stop scores
of people from offering unsolicited advice.
It seemed there was someone at every turn
with a proposed solution to his woes.

“And that’s the problem,” he said, “every-
body wants to throw in their two cents all
the time and you start trying to listen to ev-
erybody and before you know it you’ve got
100 people in your head. And you’re trying
to play with him telling you something and
him telling you something, and you just
kind of take it with you to the field.”

The 29-year-old, who was the second
overall pick in the 2002 draft by Tampa
Bay and made his major league debut at
just 19, doesn’t fault those who reached out
to him. But, he believes at almost 30, he
should be able to handle things alone.

“They want to help, but I just think
sometimes you can get too much informa-
tion and that’s kind of what happened,” he
said. “It just kind of snowballed. I started
off struggling, kind of hit the panic button
and it never stopped.”

His contract was the biggest ever given
to a free agent by the Braves, a fact that
Upton said led to a “bad situation.” He was
so busy striving to live up to the expecta-
tions put on him by such a huge deal that
he let it affect his play.

But lofty expectations aren’t anything
new for Upton, who was touted as a five-
tool, game-changing player when he was
drafted out of high school. He became a
key starter for Tampa Bay, hitting seven
home runs in the postseason when the

Rays reached the World Series in 2008, be-
coming the first player in franchise history
to hit for the cycle a year later and stealing
more than 40 bases in three consecutive
seasons.

Despite those accomplishments he re-
mained a prime target for criticism in part
because he was never exactly what he was
predicted to be as a teenager.

He narrows his perpetually sleepy eyes
and something (anger? annoyance?) brief-
ly flashes across his face at the mention of
“five-tool player.” It’s evident he’s grown
weary of shouldering outside expectations
of what he should or shouldn’t be.

“All of that. I'm over all that,” he said
after a deep breath. “I'm just like, ‘Leave
me alone and let me play. Just let me play
the game. Stop putting a number or tag on
something of what people expect. Justleave
me alone and let me play. I'll be fine.”

When Upton discusses 2013, he does it
with a dismissive tone, certain it was sim-
ply an aberration — his rock bottom he’s
sure to rise from this season.

“Last year was done a long time ago,”
he said. “I'm just not really worried about
anything. I don’t know if that’s a bad thing.
I'm just like: ‘Whatever.”

And for him a long time ago wasn’t dur-
ing some quiet reflection this offseason.
No. He let the negativity of last year go as
the Braves took the field for the NL division
series against the Los Angeles Dodgers.

“When I started sitting the bench in the
playoffs — I went from starting to a defen-
sive replacement,” he said.

It was then he made a vow to himself.

“This won’t happen again,” he told the
only person he relies on for guidance. “I
know it won’t happen again.”
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Each game critical
as Knicks try to
salvage season

By Tim REYNOLDS
The Associated Press

Powerful reminder

Brewers' Francisco making
impression at plate | Page 31

MIAMI
omething got spilled near where
the New York Knicks’ bus was parked
Thursday morning, which seemed to serve
as a perfect microcosm of their season to date.

Wherever they go, a mess follows.

From J.R. Smith being suspended to start the season to Ray-
mond Felton now facing gun charges, the Knicks are on pace
for the biggest one-year freefall in franchise history. And with
Carmelo Anthony having the option to leave this summer, plus
Mike Woodson’s future seemingly in jeopardy, New York might
have a new look very soon unless things change quickly.

“In the little time you get to yourself you try to reflect on
everything, but it’s hard,” Anthony said Thursday before the
Knicks lost their fourth straight, 108-82 to the Miami Heat.

SEE KNICKS ON PAGE 28
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Knicks forward, on
what his team must
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