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TARGETING THE

For veteran who spoke out,
winning is long-elusive quest

By MaRrisa TAYLOR
McClatchy Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Still reeling from combat injuries, Mike Helms
opened the letter from the Pentagon, afraid of more bad news.

Military doctors had already told him he couldn’t get treatment for a
head injury he sustained in an explosion in Iraq. After the intelligence of-
ficer complained to Congress, he was fired.

But reading the notice, Helms realized it was the best outcome he could
have hoped for: Investigators had concluded the military had illegally re-
taliated against him for blowing the whistle.

“Finally,” he told his lawyer that day in

' . . 2010. “This is going to be fixed.”

The whistleblowing ~ Butit wasnt

H More than four years later, he still

systt_em h,a s ruined can’t get his old job back or even a new

my life. 'm 38 one after the Army revoked his security

years old, and I'm clez:jlfa:lce, He still struggles to get proper
- medical treatment.

wondenng whether The case illustrates the perseverance

I have to move back required of defense and intelligence

: - whistleblowers and the hurdles they en-

in with my mother. ” counter despite initiatives aimed at im-

Mike Helms proving protections for them.

“According to President (Barack)

Obama, everything should be hunky-dory for whistleblowers,” said

, Helms, a Georgia native who lives in a community outside Fort Knox,
Ky. “Well, it’s not.
X “The whistleblowing system has ruined my life. I'm 38 years
old, and I'm wondering whether I have to move back in with
my mother.”

Bridget Ann Serchak, a spokeswoman for the Penta-
gon inspector general’s office, said she couldn’t com-

ment on specific cases.

In response to the overall allegations that her of-
fice had improperly changed findings, she said cases
underwent a “rigorous quality-review process” to
ensure that they were “accurate and complete, le-
gally sufficient and professionally prepared.”

SEE QUEST ON PAGE 3

Mike Helms, 38, was denied treatment at military
hospitals after being hit with a roadside bomb while
serving as a gunner in Iraq. Helms alerted Congress
to the inadequate medical care he and others received.
Now, he still struggles to find a job in his field after the
Army revoked his clearance in what he says was illegal
iation for his di to C

WiLLian DeSwazer/McClatchy (TNS)
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“Going to visit Syria is
going to visit graves.”
— Khaled Smaisem, who fled his

native land three years ago and has
no plans to ever go home again

See story on Page 7

TOP CLICKS

ON STRIPES.COM

The most popular stories
on our website:

1. Slaves endure ‘a living hell’ on
remote South Korean islands

2. Commanding lead: She’s ranked
No. 2 at mostly male Citadel military
academy

3. For a former Navy SEAL, newly
unveiled statue is symbol of his
mission in life

4. Decorated WWII flier laid to rest in
Alabama

5. Putin, Russia confront a new,
unstable reality

Scores of militants killed in Pakistan

Airstrikes target region from which December school massacre may have been launched

By Riaz Knan
The Associated Press

PESHAWAR, Pakistan — Pak-
istani airstrikes killed 31 mili-
tants and a suspected U.S. drone
strike killed another seven, offi-
cials said Sunday, as local troops
pressed an ongoing offensive in
the country’s tribal regions along
the Afghan border that have been
longtime insurgent havens.

The airstrikes late Saturday in
the Tirrah valley of the Khyber
region destroyed four militant
hideouts and a suicide bomber
training center, an army state-
ment said. The military said sev-
eral would-be suicide bombers
were among the dead. No further
details were provided.

The military says the operation
in Khyber is aimed at militants
who have fled a massive offensive
in neighboring North Waziristan
that was on June 15.
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The army says that offensive has
resulted in the killing of 1,200
militants.

Last month’s school massa-
cre in Peshawar — in which 150
people were killed, mostly school-
children — is believed to have
been launched from Khyber. The
attack prompted both Afghani-
stan and Pakistan to vow tougher
action along their porous border.

Two Pakistani intelligence of-
ficials said U.S. drone-fired mis-
siles struck a militant compound
in the Datta Khel area of North
Waziristan early Sunday, killing
seven militants and wounding
four. The compound, some 330
yards from the Afghan border,
was used by fighters loyal to Pak-
istani Taliban commander Hafiz
Gul Bahadur, as well as Uzbek
militants.

They said Bahadur’s men,

Pakistan. The

who frequently launch attacks
in neighboring Afghanistan, and
Uzbek fighters were among those
killed. It was unclear if Bahadur
was present at the time.

The officials spoke on condition
of anonymity because they are
not authorized to speak to media.

The covert U.S. drone pro-

prompted both
porous border, which includes the Khyber region tai

gram has eliminated several top
militants but has also resulted
in civilian casualties, making
it extremely unpopular among
Pakistanis, who condemn it as
a violation of their country’s
sovereignty.

Also Sunday, a bomb exploded
near a volleyball court in the

Munammap Saiap/AP

People light candles to pay tribute to students !(illed in December by Taliban militants in Peshawar,

and Pakistan to vow tougher action along their
rgeted by airstrikes Saturday.

Kadda Bazaar area of the Au-
rakzai tribal region, killing four
teenagers and injuring seven
who were preparing to start their
game, senior government official
Fazal Naeem Khan said.

Khan said some of the wounded
were critically injured and that
the death toll could increase.

Afghan official says insurgents Killed 9 policemen

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — An
Afghan official said insurgents
killed five policemen, including
their commander, in the volatile
eastern province of Logar, a day
after four policemen who were

abducted in the same region were
found dead.

Din Mohammad Darwesh,
spokesman for the provincial gov-
ernor, said insurgents ambushed
the five men early Sunday in
Baraki Barak district, where the

Taliban launch frequent attacks
on government security forces.
Insurgents had kidnapped four
policemen from neighboring
Wardak province on Saturday.
Their bodies were found near the
provincial capital of Pul-i-Alam

hours later, he said.

The violence follows the tran-
sition of security sovereignty to
Afghan forces on Jan. 1 following
the 13-year U.S. and NATO-led
mission to rid Afghanistan of the
Taliban-led insurgency.
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Quest: Gaping holes exist in whistleblower protections

FROM FRONT PAGE

America’s conscience

Since the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11,
2001, defense and intelligence whistleblow-
ers have served as America’s conscience
in the war on terrorism. Their assertions
go to the heart of government waste, mis-
conduct and overreach: defective military
equipment, prisoner abuse at Abu Ghraib,
surveillance of Americans.

Yet the legal system that was set up to
protect those employees has repeatedly
failed those with the highest-profile claims.
Many of them say they aren’t thanked, but
instead are punished for speaking out.

More than 8,700 defense and intelligence
employees and contractors have filed re-
taliation claims with the Pentagon inspec-
tor general since the 9/11 attacks, with the
number increasing virtually every year, ac-
cording to a McClatchy analysis.

While Obama expanded protections for
whistleblowers, his changes didn’t go far
enough to address the gaping holes in an
ineffective and unwieldy bureaucracy for
those who claim retaliation, McClatchy
found.

The daunting obstacles for defense and
intelligence whistleblowers in such cases
include:

® A battle between investigators and
managers at the Pentagon inspector gen-
eral’s office over the handling of reprisal
claims, culminating in accusations that
findings were intentionally altered in ways
that were detrimental to whistleblowers.

® An entrenched and pervasive anti-
whistleblower attitude, especially when the
claims involve high-level officials or signifi-
cant or embarrassing wrongdoing.

= Delays that discourage even the most
persistent whistleblowers.

“Only someone with a martyr complex
would submit themselves to this system,”
said Tom Devine, legal director of the Gov-
ernment Accountability Project, an advoca-
cy group that’s helped whistleblowers since
1977. “We advise intelligence whistleblow-
ers to stay away from established channels
to defend against retaliation. In our experi-
ence, they've been a Trojan horse, a trap
that ends up sucking the whistleblower into
a long-term process that predictably ends
up with the whistleblower as the target.”

Officials with inspectors general’s offices
say they investigated reprisal complaints
before the expanded protections. Employ-
ees, however, often can’t prove they were
retaliated against under the terms outlined
in whistleblower laws, they said.

In many cases, employers demonstrate
that they took action against an employee
for performance-related reasons, not in
retaliation for whistleblowing. In just over
a decade, five intelligence inspectors gen-
eral have substantiated only four retaliation
claims among them, according to their own
estimates.

Based on the McClatchy analysis, less
than 20 percent of retaliation claims since
9/11 have been investigated. The rest were
thrown out after a preliminary analysis or
no investigation.

Only 4 percent have been substantiated.
In private industry, the substantiation rate
is said to be three times higher.

On the hospital floor

Mike Helms’ troubled journey through
the whistleblower system began in 2004,
‘when he was wounded in Iraq as a gunner
and transported to Walter Reed Army Med-
ical Center.

Although he had been hit by a roadside
bomb while in an unprotected Humvee, the

hospital refused to admit him. The hospi-
tal told Helms he couldn’t be treated there
because he wasn't active-duty military but
rather a civilian for the Army Intelligence
and Security Command.

He slept on the floor of his first sergeant’s
guesthouse.

“Mr. Helms continued to be denied treat-
ment,” records of his case say.

Helms began contacting members of
Congress and eventually received treat-
ment. In 2007, he testified before a closed
House Armed Services Committee hear-
ing on the matter. The committee later is-
sued a report that confirmed the problems
he raised with military civilian employees
being improperly denied medical treatment
for combat injuries.

A year after he testified, the Army ac-
cused him of putting pornography on a

classified network that he and others used.
Officials also claimed that he installed an
unauthorized version of computer software.
His clearance was suspended, and then re-
voked. He was fired in 2009.

‘Unknown to Helms at the time, a military
computer forensics team had concluded that
there was no evidence that he put pornogra-
phy on the network, according to military
documents.

Helms appealed to an administrative em-
ployee panel, which declined to
assess his whistleblower claims. However,
the panel said the Army had the right to
suspend him indefinitely.

Four months later, the Pentagon inspec-
tor general’s office concluded there was evi-
dence that Helms was improperly denied
medical treatment and that his firing was in
retaliation for his disclosures to Congress.

“As an emergency essential employee,
Mr. Helms was entitled to elect treatment
at a military treatment facility for no cost,”
the 2010 report said. “Mr. Helms was de-
nied treatment at military treatment facili-
ties on several occasions from 2004 to the
present.”

The investigators also found “flaws” in
how the Army investigated the pornogra-
phy allegations, including a “material mis-
statement of fact.”

“The manner in which the investigation
was conducted was called into question,”
they wrote. “We recommend that you con-
sider an appmpnate remedy with respect to
Mr. Helms.”

A partial settlement

As part of a partial settlement, the Army
dropped the allegations and agreed that it
wouldn’t use the claims against Helms in
the future. Two years later, however, he
went back to the Pentagon inspector gen-
eral’s office. His complaint was essentially
the same, but now he alleged that the re-
taliation had lasted longer because he still
didn’t have his security clearance or his job
back.

This time, the inspector general’s of-
fice came to a very different conclusion.
While staff investigators concluded that he
had been retaliated against a second time,
the general counsel and other supervisors
are accused of overturning their findings
and rewriting the report, McClatchy has
learned from multiple sources who include
congressional staffers.

According to a copy of the final report, the
new investigation focused on the computer
software allegations that had been dropped
earlier. It also cited evidence presented by
the Army that investigators had discarded
in the first review.

And in the end, it found he wasn’t retali-
ated against.

“I was shocked. It was a 180-degree
change,” said Helms, who owes thousands
of dollars in legal fees. “To me, this is cor-
ruption of the system.”

After hearing of the allegations, U.S. Rep.
Jackie Speier, D-Calif., told Inspector Gen-
eral Jon Rymer she was concerned that his
office had handled Helms’ case improperly.

“It is my understanding that your inves-
tigators DID find that Mr. Helms had been
retaliated against for these disclosures but
that their conclusions were altered over
their protests,” she wrote in a letter ob-
tained by McClatchy.

“Your office is on the front line of enforc-
ing these protections, and accusations that
the integrity of your retaliation investiga-
tions are improperly compromised cut to
your core competency to serve the Ameri-
can public and the warfighter,” she wrote.

Serchak, the inspector general’s spokes-
woman, said in response to the allegations
that managers and lawyers routinely re-
viewed findings. As a result, reports are
“edited, findings modified and, when war-
ranted, conclusions changed.”

“The process is a collective process .
reflectmg the highest standards for qual»
ity, i dence and pr
said.

Despite the reversal, Helms persists.
He petitioned the intelligence community
inspector general, who oversees a new ap-
peals panel set up under the president’s ex-
panded whistleblower protections.

He’s waited more than three months.

‘Only someone with a martyr complex would submit themselves to this system.”

Tom Devine
Government Accountability Project
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Navy sabbatical
program access

By MikE HIXENBAUGH
The (Norfolk) Virginian-Pilot

NORFOLK, Va. — Tt d:

gram and to open it up to more
sailors, regardless of their years
of service or job descriptions.

of sailors get out of the Navy every
year because they want to start
families. Or to enroll in school.
Or because they are burned out
on frequent deployments and
months away from home.

With the national unemploy-
ment rate dropping and more
servicemembers leaving for the
private sector, the chief of naval
personnel said he wants to do ev-
erything he can to keep the best
sailors in uniform longer — even
if that means letting them go for
a while.

“We need to offer meaningful
incentives to keep the best talent
we can, both men and women,”
said Vice Adm. Bill Moran, whose
job is best summarized as the Na-
vy’s director of human resources.

One way to keep the best,
Moran said: Let servicemembers
take sabbaticals from service.

He believes sailors should be
allowed to leave the Navy for a
few years — to have kids, to go
back to college, to travel or just to
take a break — then to return to
service at the same rank and on
the same career path.

The Navy already offers a pro-
gram that does just that. But the
Career Intermission Pilot Pro-
gram, authorized by Congress in
2009, is limited to 40 sailors per
year. Because of complicated re-
strictions on who can participate,
many of the sailors who most de-
sire a break are excluded.

An example: Sailors trained to
work on nuclear reactors leave
the service at high rates, in part
because of a demanding work
schedule, but because they re-
ceive a special re-enlistment
bonus, they are often ineligible
for the sabbatical.

The Navy was initially the only
service branch to launch a career
intermission program. The Air
Force, the Army and the Ma-
rine Corps are all in the process
of implementing their own pilot
programs.

Moran plans to ask Congress
for authority to expand the pro-

He acknowled, that so far
there hasn’t been a groundswell
of interest. Only about 40 sailors
— sometimes fewer — have ap-
plied each year for the program,
which grants servicemembers up
to three years off. Moran thinks
sailors are hesitant to risk their
careers on a pilot program, an-
other reason he hopes to make it
permanent.

The gamble paid off for Capt.
Valerie Overstreet, an E-2C
Hawkeye pilot. She entered the
program in 2010 after becoming
the first woman to command a
Hawkeye squadron.

The one-year break allowed
Overstreet to align her career
path with that of her husband,
another naval aviator. For years,
they lived apart while stationed at
different locations.

During the time off, the couple
had their first child, something
that seemed unlikely while sta-
tioned on opposite coasts. That’s a
common predicament, according
to Navy surveys. Women leave
the service at a rate twice that
of men, and the desire to start a
family is the most reported rea-
son, Moran said.

Overstreet had the baby, re-
turned to service with new or-
ders that allowed her to live full
time with her husband, and was
soon promoted to captain. “It was
fantastic,” Overstreet said of the
program.

Most of the enlisted sailors
who've taken advantage of the
pilot program have used the time
off, along with the G.I. Bill, to get
a degrees. Several have since re-
turned and were commissioned
as officers.

Two years ago, a SEAL officer
took the sabbatical to get a break
after years of constant combat
deployments and to pursue a de-
gree. He didn’t want to get out of
the Navy — he just wanted some
time off to recharge, to learn
something new and to spend time
with his wife and young children.

Those are the sorts of people
Moran said he’s trying to keep.

Macen F. WeaTHERWAX/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Keeping track of the tug

Chief Boatswain’s Mate Brandon Bonin, a native of New lberia, La., observes a tughoat Saturday while
relaying instructions to the bridge as amphibious assault ship the USS Iwo Jima departs Civitavecchia,
Italy. The Iwo Jima arrived at Civitavecchia on Tuesday for a scheduled port visit before continuing its
deployment in support of maritime security operations and theater security cooperation efforts in the

U.S. 6th Fleet areas of operations.

Donated vehicle to help injured
vet’s work helping other vets

By JuLia S. BERGMAN
The Day of New London (Conn.)

NEW LONDON, Conn. — An
SUV that’s been on many camp-
ing trips with Boy Scouts is now
in the hands of a local veteran
who is starting an athletic cloth-
ing line to support disabled veter-
ans and civilians.

“That’s abig truck,” said Zoey, 4,
the daughter of Rhode Island Air
National Guard Tech. Sgt. Steve
D’Amico, of South Kingstown,
R.I., who received the Dodge Du-
rango through the Groton, Conn.-
based nonprofit Work Vessels for
Veterans Inc., in Mystic last week.

His business, called Broken
Gear, “was founded on the prin-
ciple of disabled athletes empow-
ering themselves to get back into
sports, whether they’re disabled
veterans or disabled civilians,”
D’Amico said.

D’Amico, who attended the
University of Connecticut’s En-
trepreneur Bootcamp for Veter-
ans with Disabilities, developed
the concept for Broken Gear after

suffering an on-duty accident
that severely injured his leg and
ankle, which led him to medically
retire from the military. I thought
about (how) I'm broken now,” he
said. “What can I do?”

Work Vessels for Veterans,
founded in 2008 with the donation
of a lobster boat to a returning dis-
abled veteran who was starting a
commercial clamming business,
has equipped more than 1,000
returning veteran entrepreneurs
in 48 states with more than $1
million in equipment, from trac-
tors to computers to beehives. A
Mystic resident who is a local ad-
viser to a Scouting group donated
the Dodge Durango to the orga-
nization, which in turn selected
D’Amico for the SUV.

“I feel so honored,” D’Amico
said. “To me, when I see this ve-
hicle, this is what a Broken Gear
vehicle would be. It’s rugged. It’s
tough. It’s kind of beat up a little
bit, but that’s what we’re look-
ing for. You've been through the
wringer, but that’s OK; you just
press on.”

The clothing line features gear
bags for people who have pros-
thetic hands, among other ath-
letic gear.

“I wear a brace on my leg,”
D’Amico said. “I wear it every
day. I used to do a lot more sports
than I do now. I'm trying to use
myself as a model for getting back
into the game.”

The idea is to support disabled
veterans and civilians in the pur-
suit of their athletic goals. Prof-
its from the sale of gear will go
toward “buying equipment and
getting vets involved in different
activities,” D’Amico said.

“For example, if a veteran want-
ed to ride a bike, and didn’t have
the funds or the ability, we can
sponsor him, get him a bike, get
him the Broken Gear jersey and
pay for his admission,” he said.

Former state Sen. Cathy Cook,
executive director of WVFV, said
the only thing that the group asks
of D’Amico is to “pay it forward”
and, when the time comes, to hire
other veterans, which D’Amico
promised to do.
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Filipino vets endure long green-card wait

By Davip NAKAMURA
The Washington Post

HONOLULU — Philippines
native Art Caleda still carries
shrapnel in the left side of his chin
that he ruefully calls a “souvenir”
from assisting the American mil-
itary 70 years ago as a guerrilla
intelligence officer during World
War IL

For their service, Caleda and
about 26,000 other Filipino na-
tionals were granted U.S. citizen-
ship under a 1990 immigration
law signed by President George
H. W. Bush, and many of them
received a one-time cash pay-
ment of $15,000 in 2009. But they
are still waiting for a final piece
of compensation: green cards for
their grown children to join them
here from the Philippines.

Caleda, 90, said he and his wife,
Luz, who settled in Waipahu, west
of Honolulu, petitioned the federal
government in 1996 on behalf of
their three sons, who live in Ma-
nila. They waited as U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services
slowly processed a global backlog
of more than 4 million family-
based green-card applications.

Caleda said the last time he
inquired about his sons’ status,
immigration officials “told me to
wait because they are processing
[applications from] 1993. They’re
processing 1993? The time is
2014

Luz died last spring during a
trip back to the Philippines.

In all, approximately 250,000
Filipinos responded to President
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s call to
arms in 1941 and fought on behalf
of American forces in the Philip-
pines, which at the time was a
U.S. territory. They responded
out of a desire to defeat a common
enemy, Japan, but since the end
of the war, they have been push-
ing the U.S. government to fully
recognize their contributions.

Waning hopes

As their ranks dwindle, the
elderly veterans living here as
U.S. citizens have waning hopes
of being reunited with their chil-
dren, a casualty of Washington’s
inability to enact comprehensive
immigration reform. Although
President Barack Obama an-
nounced in November that he
‘would use his executive authority
to shield millions of illegal im-
migrants from deportation, his
actions did little to address the
lengthy backlogs in the legal im-
migration system — something
the president said only Congress
can change through legislation.

The United States has a cap
on family-based green cards of
226,000 annually, and no more
than 7 percent of the recipients
are permitted to come from a sin-
gle country. Aside from Mexico,
Asian countries, including China,
Vietnam and India, dominate the
list of nations with the most appli-
cants and the longest waits. The
average wait from the Philippines
— which has the most family ap-
plicants after Mexico — is more
than two decades.

Kent Niswimura/For The Washington Post

Salome Calderon, seated at center, poses with her six children for a holiday portrait at her home on
in Waipahu, Hawaii, on Dec. 29. Calderon moved to Hawaii from the Philippines in 1992 under a law

expanding visas for

Opponents of easing restric-
tions on family-based green
cards say it would open the door
to chain migration, in which ex-
tended families flood the United
States, competing with Ameri-
cans for jobs and taxing the na-
tion’s benefits system. But Mee
Moua, executive director of Asian
Americans Advancing Justice,
said: “There is an inherent un-
fairness in setting people up for
failure by accepting their appli-
cation fees but then having them
wait five, 10, 15 years before they
might possibly see their family
members.”

Lawmakers from Hawaii and
California, where most of the
Filipino veterans settled in the
1990s, have tried for years to get
them special exemptions from the
green-card caps. But each time,
the measures were swallowed in
the toxic debate over broader re-
forms of border control laws and
ultimately went nowhere.

There are estimated to be only
afew thousand veterans still alive
and living in the United States.

The Calderon family

Salome Calderon, 89, was just
17 when her home in Angono
was commandeered by the Hunt-
ers ROTC guerrilla movement
resisting the Japanese army for
use as a de facto headquarters.
The guerrillas dropped off in-
telligence reports on Japanese
bombing targets, and Calderon,
who worked as a clerk and radio
operator, helped ensure that the
reports were delivered by subma-
rine to U.S. commanders based in
Australia.

In the living room of her home

in Waipahu — where she lives
with her son Edwin, who married
an American and has two chil-
dren of his own — Calderon said
she can still picture the “pointy
nose and sparkling eyes” of a U.S.
pilot who had survived a plane
crash and was transported to her
house briefly and presumably
evacuated to safety later.

After the war, she and her hus-
band, Enrique, ar ic whom

lipino veterans. Many others have waited years for similar approval.

years later to live with Edwin.
Having waited so long, Calde-
ron seems ambivalent about
whether she wants her six surviv-
ing children in the Philippines to
join her in Hawaii, because their
roots are so firmly planted back
home. She shows off a Filipino
magazine featuring her son Ge-
rardo, who has been the mayor of
his town for nine years.
of the those

she met during the resistance,
had 10 children.

In 1990, Bush signed the Im-
migration and Nationality Act
passed by Congress that expand-
ed the number of visas allotted
for family reunification and for
employment. Under the act, the
Filipino veterans were granted
citizenship and allowed to move
to the United States with their
spouses and children younger
than 21.

Enrique had died in 1977, and
Calderon’s other children were
too old to qualify. But they told
her: “Nana, you are entitled. You
must go. You must enjoy the bene-
fits.” She stayed with two brothers
in San Francisco after arriving in
1992 and moved to Hawaii three

children rarely visit her. She
and Edwin were to return to the
Philippines on Monday for a fam-
ily reunion in honor of her 90th
birthday.

“They want to, but it’s hard to
come,” Calderon said. “Some-
times I tell them, ‘For me, I'm
not really interested in you com-
ing here.’ But one thing I want is
for them to experience life in the
U.S. They can come and go if they
want to.”

Immigration provisions

In 2013, the Senate approved a
comprehensive immigration bill
that included provisions to speed
up processing and slim down the
green-card backlog. It lifted the

caps for spouses and children of
legal permanent residents while
eliminating categories for for-
eign siblings of U.S. citizens, who
would instead be ranked on a new
points-based system, with credit
for family ties, education and
work skills.

The Senate bill included an
amendment from Sen. Mazie
Hirono, D-Hawaii, that granted
the children of the Filipino veter-
ans green cards immediately on
humanitarian grounds. But the
Republican-controlled House re-
jected the Senate legislation last
summer amid fierce resistance
over another provision that of-
fered a path to citizenship for il-
legal immigrants.

Estimates from advocacy
groups suggested that as many
as 20,000 children of Filipino vet-
erans would have been covered
by the Senate bill, though not all
were expected to apply for green
cards.

“If even 10 apply, it’s still the
right thing to do,” said Rodel
Rodis, a San Francisco-based
lawyer who has done pro bono
work on behalf of the veterans.

Two of Caleda’s sons live in
Manila, where he grew up, and
another works in Vietnam. Cale-
da’s three daughters all live in
the United States, having gone to
school here on student visas and
marrying Americans.

Since Luz died, Caleda is un-
certain how to proceed on be-
half of his sons because his wife
had been the petitioner on their
green-card applications. He fears
he will have to re-file, pay addi-
tional fees and go to the back of
the line again. His eldest son,
Arthur, is 60 and another, Bene-
dicto, is 58, and he’s not sure it
makes sense for them to come as
they near their own retirement.

“To wait another 20 years? 20
plus 90 —I'll be 110!” he said with
awry laugh. (Rodis said there are
immigration law provisions that
allow the applications to be trans-
ferred to a new petitioner without
penalty.)

Caleda rubbed his chin, where
the shrapnel was lodged on a mis-
sion when his guerrilla unit was
strafed by a Japanese warplane.
His wound was treated by medi-
cine from guava leaves. After the
war ended in 1945, he spent 38
years working in forestry before
moving to the United States in
1992.

Of the dimming prospects of his
sons joining him in Hawaii, Cale-
da said: “It’s too bad. You cannot
expect me to be laughing.”
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Hostage
praises
captors
In video

By MoLLy HENNESsY-FISKE
Los Angeles Times

BEIRUT — A video released Satur-
day shows a British photojournalist held
captive by Islamic State giving a stylized
media tour of the beleaguered northern
Iraqi city of Mosul, visiting a market and
a hospital and even climbing onto a police
motorcycle to dispute reports that the city’s
infrastructure has been crippled.

The video provides a window on a city
that has largely been off-limits to journal-
ists since the Islamic State seized control
in June, although reports have trickled
out from residents and those who have
escaped.

“The media likes to paint a picture of life
in the Islamic State as depressed, people
walking around as subjugated citizens in
chains, beaten down by strict, totalitarian
rule,” hostage John Cantlie says as he ap-
pears to be driving to the souk, or market.

“This isn’t a city living in fear, as the
Western media would have you believe,”
he says. “This is just a normal city going
about its daily business.”

The video, which lasts slightly more than
eight minutes, is one of a series in which
Cantlie, 43, has faulted Western govern-
ments while praising the Islamic State and
their new “caliphate.” Its authenticity was
still being examined late Saturday. It was
not immediately clear under what circum-
stances he made the video.

The date of the recording could not be
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The Islamic State group has released a new video showing British hostage John

Cantlie, seen here i

an earlier video, giving a tour of Mosul, Iraq, and touting the

Islamic State, which is holding Cantlie captive.

independently verified, but Cantlie refer-
ences news reports from autumn and notes
the “sunny December weather.”

In the video, Cantlie stops at the mar-
ket, which he describes as “bustling.” He
notes that the city’s merchants, contrary to
news reports, have more than a few hours
of electricity a day.

Later in the video, Cantlie visits a hospi-
tal where he says children are being treat-
ed for “psychiatric problems as a direct
result of bombs and explosions falling from
above,” a reference to U.S.-led airstrikes.

“We're told that just two days ago an am-
bulance was hit by a bomb or a missile that
fell from an aircraft,” Cantlie says, stand-
ing in the hospital. “Despite these things
the doctors are getting what they need and
the Islamic State is prevailing. They can
take it.”

Moments later, Cantlie appears stand-
ing outside as a plane passes overhead,
shouting and apparently mocking Western
powers.

“Here! Here! Over here! You've come to

rescue me again? Do something! Useless!
Absolutely useless!” he shouts, waving his
arms.

Cantlie, who has been held for two years,
appears healthier and cleaner shaven than
in the last video, wearing blue jeans and a
Western winter coat instead of the black
shirt and trousers from the last video, an
outfit that replaced the orange U.S.-style
prison jumpsuit that he and other hostages
had been forced to wear in earlier videos.

His previous propaganda video made
in the Syrian border town of Kobani ap-
pears at the end of the latest video, play-
ing on a screen behind Cantlie as he stands
outside.

“It just goes to show the stretch of ter-
ritory the Islamic State holds all the way
from Kobani — and there I am in the back-
ground — to all the way here in Mosul
— and here I am on the streets,” Cantlie
says.

“That was me then and this is me now,”
he says. “It just shows how much territory
the Islamic State are controlling.”

4 killed in
Mogadishu
bomb attack

By Aspr GULED
The Associated Press

NAIROBI, Kenya — A suicide car bomb-
er blew himself up near a moving convoy of
Somalia’s U.S.-trained elite forces in Moga-
dishu, killing at least four people, a Somali
police officer said Sunday.

Somali militant group al-Shabab claimed
responsibility for the attack, according to
the group’s Radio Andulus.

The attack on the airport road in the capi-
tal killed mostly pedestrians walking along
the road, said Capt. Mohamed Hussein.

Mohamed Yusuf, the spokesman for So-
malia’s National Security Ministry, said the
government had information about the at-
tack, and the car bomb was detonated while
the attacker was being pursued.

“We shall continue preventing such at-
tacks. However, we ask people to work with
us,” he told reporters in Mogadishu.

The Alpha Group troops are part of So-
malia’s intelligence forces and often carry
out operations against militants in Somalia.

Al-Shabab is an ultra-conservative Is-
lamic militant group that is linked to the
al-Qaida terrorist network and wants to run
Somalia by its strict interpretation of Sha-
riah law. Despite militants suffering huge
losses in recent years, including the killing
of their leader in a U.S. airstrike earlier
this year, al-Shabab remains a threat.

FaraH ABDI WARSAMEH/AP

Somali soldiers stand near the wreckage
where a car bomb targeted a convoy

of Somalia’s U.S.-trained elite forces in
Mogadishu on Sunday.

Assailants in
Yemen kill 5

The Associated Press

SANAA, Yemen — Yemeni se-
curity officials say unknown as-
sailants attacked Shiite Houthi
rebels south of the capital, Sanaa,
setting off an explosion that killed
at least five Houthis and wounded
over 25.

The bombing Sunday in
Dhamar province, some 62 miles
from Sanaa, hit a local headquar-
ters of the Houthi movement,
which has taken over a string of
Yemeni cities, including Sanaa,
they said.

The officials spoke on condition
of anonymity because they were
not authorized to brief the media.

In a separate incident, the de-
fense ministry said a suspected
al-Qaida militant shot dead an
army brigadier general in the
country’s southeastern Shabwa
province.

set off by

By SaMmEER N. Yacous

Australian PM visits
Baghdad to talk of aid

terrorism. He vowed to enhance

Hani Morammep/AP

Houthi Shiite rebels patrol a street in Sanaa, Yemen, on Saturday.
On Sunday, at least five Houthi rebels were reported killed in an

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD —  Australian
Prime Minister Tony Abbott made
an unannounced visit Sunday to
Baghdad, meeting with top offi-
cials to discuss ways his country
can help Iraqi forces in their fight
against the Islamic State group.

Abbott and Iragi Prime Min-
ister Haider al-Abadi discussed
military cooperation between the
two countries, including the train-
ing and equipping of Iraqi soldiers,
state television reported. The
Iraqi army collapsed last summer
in the face of a blitz by extrem-
ists from the Islamic State group,
which now holds about a third of
Iraq and neighboring Syria in its
self-declared caliphate.

During a joint news confer-
ence, Abbott said his country is
determined to provide all kinds of
support to Iraq in its war against

cooperation between the two
countries.

Australian fighter jets are
bombing Islamic State group tar-
gets in northern Iraq as part of a
U.S.-led coalition, and 200 Aus-
tralian special forces troops soon
will enter Iraq to advise and assist
local security forces.

Meanwhile, on Sunday police
said mortar shells slammed into
several houses in the Shiite village
of Sabaa al-Bour, about 20 miles
north of Baghdad, killing four
people and wounding seven.

Elsewhere, police said a bomb
blast on a commercial street killed
two people and wounded six in
western Baghdad.

Medical officials confirmed the
casualties. All officials spoke on
condition of anonymity because
they were not authorized to speak
to journalists.
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Family’s road to safety led out of D

Syrian refugees
resettling in US

By JULIE ZAUZMER
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON —  Khaled
Smaisem’s nightmare began with
a phone call — his own.

Details of a private conversation
the former Syrian journalist had
with an interview subject were
broadcast on state-run television.
At once, Smaisem said he knew
that his government, accused of
brutally attacking anyone seen as
a threat, now was targeting him.
That week, he was charged as a
terrorist, he said.

Three terrifying years later
— after fleeing his native land on
foot, living in limbo in Lebanon
under threat of arrest or worse,
and then, finally, starting over
in an unfamiliar land — he says
he has no plans to ever go home
again.

“Going m visit Syria is going to
visit graves,” he said.

Smaisem, his wife and his four
children are among a small num-
ber of Syrians — 352 as of mid-De-
cember — who have been allowed
to resettle in the United States
since 2011.

The United States has been criti-
cized for what some see as moving
too slowly to take in refugees from
Syria, where almost half the coun-
try’s citizens have been forced to
flee their homes since the uprising
against President Bashar Assad
began in 2011. Six million have
been displaced within the country,
and more than 3 million have left,
mostly stopping in refugee camps
in neighboring countries.

Learning English

But six of them are here, in a
sparsely furnished apartment in
Alexandria, Va. Smaisem is strug-
gling to learn English, which has
made finding a job hard. His wife,
Fadia, isn’t quite comfortable with
resuming her career until she has
agrasp of the language, either. But
the children appear to find their
new home to their liking.

Four-year-old Radwa was wear-
ing a Lego bag on her head and
tumbling on the couch with her 3-
year-old brother, Hammada, on a
recent visit. Enana and Lidya, 15
and 16, had just walked through
the door from their new high
school, wearing T-shirts — adver-
tising a rapper they've recently
been introduced to — rather than
the hijabs they wore in Syria.

The U.S. State Department has
promised that the United States
will take in 10,000 Syrian refu-
gees in the next two years.

Their experiences — both the
horrors they witnessed in their
homeland and the significant chal-
lenges they will face once they ar-
rive here — will likely resemble
the Smaisem family’s unfolding
story.

Khaled Smaisem, now 46, was
working for an independent televi-
sion station that backed the revo-
lutionaries over Assad.

Three months after the upris-
ing, Smaisem discovered that his

EveLvn HocksTein/For The Washington Post

The Smaisem family — from left: Fadia, Hammada, Lidya, Khaled, Radwa and Enana — fled war-torn
Syria before coming to the U.S. Their resettlement was approved after they went through a rigorous
State Department process that included proving their lives would be at risk if they returned to Syria.

phone calls were being recorded.
He was reporting on a schoolteach-
er who was abducted, and nuggets
from a conversation he had with
the teacher’s parents ended up on
the official state-sponsored televi-
sion channel, he said.

Three days later, he said, he
found out he had been accused of
terrorism.

Smaisem left almost imme-
diately after he heard about the
charges against him. He fled on
foot over the mountains into Leba-
non with the help of two smug-
glers, he said.

He made it to the home of a
friend of a relative. Fadia, preg-
nant with Hammada at the time,
took her three daughters away
from their home in Damascus to
stay with her extended family in
northern Syria.

Her relatives were anxious for
her to leave. “They were afraid
I'd bring the heat to their house.
It was a time of abductions,” she
said.

So she, too, set out for Lebanon,
via a legal border checkpoint. “At
the border, you show your ID. It’s
stamped on the Syrian side,” she
said. “I was afraid because I have
his name, I might be on a list. Be-
cause I'm his wife, maybe they’d
even lock me up.”

She had not heard whether
Khaled had safely completed his
journey. “I was just all the time
wondering what had happened to
him at the same time,” she said.

Once the family was reunited,
Khaled began asking almost right
away about how to get to the Unit-
ed States.

It took two years before they
found out they had been accepted
for resettlement.

Later, Smaisem would hear that
some of his former colleagues had
been abducted and never heard
from again. Others had been tor-
tured to death in jail, he said.

Fadia shook her head. “We es-
caped before that happened,” she
said.

Refugees limited

The United States takes in a
set number of refugees — 70,000
a year — no matter what troubled
part of the world they come from.

Candidates for resettlement are
nominated by the office of the U.N.
High Commissioner for Refugees,
then interviewed by State Depart-
ment officials. The rigorous pro-
cess involves a background check,
review of any documents the refu-
gees can provide to prove their
lives are at risk and numerous
interviews to make sure the refu-
gees’ accounts of their hardships
remain consistent.

“Their stories have to hold
water. They can’t be dishonest or
criminals or would-be terrorists,”
said Anne Richard, the assistant
secretary of state for population,
refugees and migration.

In the Smaisems’ case, State
Department spokesman Daniel
Langenkamp said the specific
threat against Khaled, as well as
the fact that the family had two
teenage daughters in an environ-
ment known for its sexual assault
hazard, may have contributed to
moving them up the list.

Richard said 105 Syrians were
resettled in the United States in
fiscal 2014. In fiscal 2015, which
began on Oct. 1, 112 have arrived.

As of mid-December, 9,972 Syr-
ians had been nominated by the
U.N. office and begun the process
of applying for U.S. resettlement,
Richard said. She said nearly all
likely will be accepted within the
next two years.

Once refugees arrive, they are
assigned to a private organization
that partners with the State De-
partment to get the families set-
tled. In the case of the Smaisems,
it was Catholic Charities, the larg-

est such group.

Refugees receive U.S. govern-
ment stipends for up to three
months, and federal grant pro-
grams help states support them
for longer. But the money quickly
tapers off.

“This is not a luxurious pro-
gram. This is very challenging,”
Richard said. “It’s kind of run on
a shoestring budget.”

Khaled is keenly aware of that.
His family’s initial cash aid has
ended. According to Derek Max-
field, the associate director of
Catholic Charities of D.C., the fam-
ily is receiving food stamps, which
will end after they have been in
the country for eight months;
local government cash assistance
that amounts to $200 to $300 per
month; and $1,000 monthly per
family member through a Catho-
lic Charities program.

That large Catholic Charities
stipend, which will end after about
four months, is predicated on the
family’s efforts to become self-suf-
ficient. Smaisem has been looking
for work, though he says that his
lack of English hampers him.

He failed his driver’s license
test. He took it in English — he
was too proud to ask for a trans-
lated version. For a man whose
livelihood and sense of self was
based on his job as a communica-
tor, starting anew in a place where
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he cannot speak the language is
deeply disorienting.

Looking for work

Hesaid he hopestolearnenough
English to become a journalist
again. But for now he is scared
that he will not be able to afford
the rent, $1,700 a month, on the
apartment that Catholic Charities
picked out for the family.

“I’'m looking for jobs now in any
field. Anything. I'm not picky,” he
said. “It’s scary. This is an expen-
sive area.”

Fadia said she can’t imagine
working yet, even though her
caseworker told her that her pro-
fession in Damascus — she owned
a hair salon — would make her
employable in American salons.
She said she wants to start as a
volunteer, maybe in a school or
nursing home, so she can learn
English.

She is impressed by Ameri-
cans she has encountered so far,
even if she cannot understand
them. “People smile at you on the
streets for nothing. Syrians are
kind of bitter-faced,” she said.

She thinks her daughters will
benefit from this new life in
America. Women here are able to
speak their minds more than in
Syria, she said.

The teenage girls said they are
delighted to be ninth-graders at
T.C. Williams High School.

“The difference is, in Leba-
non the girls talk together, and
the boys talk together. But here,
everyone talks together,” Lidya
said.

She said she is making friends
and enjoying the freedom to hang
out without fearing abduction or
harassment. “I can wear what I
want to wear,” she said. “You can
go out on the streets by yourself
and go buy stuff.”

She and her sister have picked
up English phrases rapidly and
keep intouch with theirold friends
back in Syria via Facebook.

“I miss it sometimes, but I'm
happy,” Lidya said.

Enana, perched on the couch in
new skinny jeans, interjected in
decisive English, “I do not miss
it”
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Mayor eulogizes
officer as cops
again turn backs

By JONATHAN LEMIRE
AND MIKE BALsamo
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Thousands of
city police officers turned their
backs Sunday as they watched
Mayor Bill de Blasio eulogize an
officer shot dead with his part-
ner, repeating a stinging display
of scorn for the mayor despite en-
treaties from the police commis-
sioner not to do so.

The show of disrespect came
outside the funeral home where
Officer Wenjian Liu was remem-
bered as an incarnation of the
American dream: a man who had
emigrated from China at age 12
and devoted himself to helping
others in his adopted country. The
gesture among officers watching
the mayor’s speech on a screen
added to tensions between the
mayor and rank-and-file police
even as he sought to quiet them.

“As we start a new year, a year
we're entering with hearts that are

doubly heavy” from the loss of Of-
ficer Liu and his partner, Officer
Rafael Ramos, de Blasio said. “Let
us move forward by strengthening
the bonds that unite us and let us
work together to attain peace.”

Liu, 32, had served as a police-
man for seven years and was mar-
ried just two months when he was
killed with his partner, Officer
Rafael Ramos, on Dec. 20. Liu had
long wanted to be a police officer,
a desire that deepened after the
Sept. 11 terror attacks, his father,
Wei Tang Liu, said through tears.

And as he finished his patrol
every day, the only child would
call his father to say: “I'm coming
home today. You can stop worry-
ing now,” the father recalled dur-
ing a service that blended police
tradition with references to Bud-
dha’s teachings.

Dignitaries including FBI Di-
rector James Comey and mem-
bers of Congress joined police
officers from around the country
to mourn Liu. Officer Lucas Grant

‘As we start a new year, a year we're
entering with hearts that are doubly heavy.
Let us move forward by strengthening

the bonds that unite us and let us work
together to attain peace.?

New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio

SeTH WENIG/AP

Some police officers turn their back to a large screen displaying
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio speaking during the funeral of
Officer Wenijian Liu in the Brooklyn borough of New York on Sunday.

of the Richmond County Sheriff’s
Office in Augusta, Georgia, said
he came to Liu’s funeral with of-
ficers from neighboring depart-
ments “to support our family.”

“When one of us loses our lives,
we have to come together,” Grant
said.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo called
Liu’s and Ramos’ deaths a tragic
story of “pure and random ha-
tred” on Saturday at Liu’s wake.
Cuomo didn’t attend the funeral,
which came as he prepared to
bury his own father, former Gov.
Mario Cuomo.

The officers’ killer, Ismaaiyl
Brinsley, committed suicide
shortly after the brazen daytime
ambush on a Brooklyn street. In-
vestigators say Brinsley was an
emotionally disturbed loner who
had made references online to the
killings this summer of unarmed
black men at the hands of white
police officers, vowing to put
“wings on pigs.”

The deaths strained an already

tense relatlonshlp between city
police unions and de Blasio, who

union leaders have said contribut-
ed to an environment that allowed
the killings by supporting protests
following the deaths of Eric Gar-
ner on Staten Island and Michael
Brown in Ferguson, Missouri.

The head of the rank-and-file
police union, which is negotiating
a contract with the city, turned his
back on the mayor at a hospital the
day of the Killings. The act was
imitated by hundreds of officers
standing last week outside Ramos’
funeral, where they turned their
backs toward a giant TV screen
as de Blasio’s remarks were being
broadcast.

Many people, including Car-
dinal Timothy Dolan, have since
pressed all parties to tone down
the rhetoric. And this weekend,
Police Commissioner William
Bratton sent a memo to all com-
mands urging respect, declaring
“a hero’s funeral is about griev-
ing, not grievance.” Officers who
turned their backs on de Blasio on
Sunday spun back around when
Bratton took the podium to speak
after the mayor.

Midwest, eastern US brace for Arctic blast, subzero temps

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — The Midwest and
eastern parts of the U.S. on Sun-
day braced for Arctic tempera-
tures that were expected to arrive
during the next few days.

A mix of precipitation on Sat-
urday that included snow, ice and
rain affected a swath from the
Oklahoma Panhandle — where
several inches of snow were in the
forecast — to southern New Eng-
land, where up to a quarter-inch
of ice is possible in the eastern
Berkshires.

Freezing rain and ice factored

e
e

into numerous accidents in Michi-
gan, Pennsylvania and Ohio and
threatened an outdoor hockey
game in Toledo.

Parts of the southern U.S. saw
heavy rain and thunderstorms,
leading the National Weather Ser-
vice to issue tornado watches and
warnings in Mississippi and Loui-
siana and a flash flood watch for
portions of Arkansas.

The weather service reported at
least two confirmed tornadoes in
Mississippi. Greg Flynn, of Missis-
sippi’s Emergency Management
Agency, said homes were dam-

Dana Nolan was a promising young TV
reporter until a serial killer tried to add her to
bhis victims. Struggling with post-traumatic

aged in several counties, power
lines were downed and there were
reports of flooding.

“Thankfully, in all of this there
are no injuries reported any-
where,” Flynn said.

Meanwhlle, blowing and drift-
ing snow was a problem in the
northeast Colorado plains, while
a blizzard warning was issued for
northern North Dakota and Min-
nesota. Winds between 30 to 40
mph blew snow that fell overnight
in the Red River Valley, weather
service meteorologist Tom Graf-
enauer said.

That area will be the first to feel

stress syndrome, plagued by flashbacks and

fearsome nightmares, Dana returns to her
hometown and instead of peace finds
anything but the comfort she expects.

the effects of a strong cold front,
he said, with temperatures reach-
ing 20 below zero and wind chills
approaching minus 50 by Sunday
morning.

By Tuesday, parts of the Mid-
west will see below-zero tem-
peratures, while lows will reach
the single digits along the East
Coast. The chilly weather is even
expected to move as far south as
New Orleans.

Meteorologist Ryan Maue, of
the private Weather Bell Analyt-
ics, has called it “old-timer’s type
of cold.”

Photo of Palin’s son
on dog draws reaction

A photo of one-time U.S. vice
presidential nominee Sarah Pal-
in’s young son standing on a dog
to reach the kitchen sink is draw-
ing sharp reaction.

The image of Trig, 6, presum-
ably preparing to wash dishes,
and the reclining and seemingly
relaxed black Lab-type animal
is posted on the former Alaska
governor’s Facebook page.

There were nearly 70,000 re-
sponses liking the photo, along
with a wide variety of comment.

Some blamed Palin, her poli-
tics, or called it animal mistreat-
ment. Others offered her support
and said the dog would have
moved if it had been hurt.

Earthquake in Idaho
triggers rock slides

CHALLIS, Idaho — A 4.9-
magnitude earthquake in a re-
mote Idaho county triggered rock
slides that blocked some road
lanes Saturday but did not cause
any major damage or injuries.

Hours later, around midnight,
quakes of magnitude 4.0 and 3.6
struck in the same area, the U.S.
Geological Survey reported.

The quakes followed a 3.7-
magnitude tremblor that also oc-
curred near the Custer County
area on Dec. 22, and numerous
smaller recent quakes, according
to the USGS website.

Medical worker exposed
to Ebola in Sierra Leone

OMAHA, Neb. — Nebraska
medical officials said an Ameri-
can health care provider who had
high-risk exposure to the Ebola
virus while working in Sierra
Leone will be observed at a bio-
containment unit in Omaha.

Nebraska Medicine said in
a statement that the unidenti-
fied patient will arrive Sunday
afternoon aboard a private air
ambulance. Phil Smith, medical
director of the facility’s biocon-
tainment unit, said the patient “is
not ill and is not contagious.” He
said officials will take “all appro-
priate precautions.”

‘Eyeball’ man sentenced
for shooting officer

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — A
man nicknamed “Eyeball” be-
cause of a tattoo that darkened
the white part of his right eye has
pleaded guilty to shooting an An-
chorage police officer.

Jason Barnum, 30, was sen-
tenced to 22 years in prison Fri-
day in Anchorage Superior Court.
The shooting happened in 2012
when police were investigating
home burglaries and car thefts.

From The Associated Press
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Susan WaLsH/AP

Former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee speaks at the Conservative Political Action Committee annual
conference in National Harbor, Md., in March 2014.

Huckabee leaving Fox News;
opens door for White House bid

By RoserT Costa
AND KATIE ZEZIMA
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Mike Huck-
abee is leaving Fox News to de-
cide whether he wants to run for
president.

The Republican former gover-
nor of Arkansas said that Satur-
day night’s episode of “Huckabee”
is the last.

“There has been a great deal of
speculation as to whether I would
run for president,” Huckabee
said at the end of the show. “And
if I were willing to absolutely rule
that out, I could keep doing this
show. But I can’t make such a
declaration.”

He said the swirling specula-
tion about whether he will run is

not fair to Fox.

“As much as I have loved doing
the show, I cannot bring myself
to rule out another presidential
run,” he said. “I say goodbye, but
as we say in television, stay tuned.
There’s more to come.”

Huckabee has hosted the show
for more than six years. Ending
his show is a requirement for lay-
ing the groundwork for a presi-
dential run. As a policy, Fox ends
relationships with commentators
who form exploratory commit-
tees or seriously intend to run for
office.

“I have to be very careful about
this,” Huckabee told The Wash-
ington Post in November.

The network said it has “amica-
bly parted ways” with Huckabee.
It was “in the best of both of their

interests,” a network spokeswom-
an said.

Huckabee’s decision instantly
shakes up the emerging race
for the Republican presidential
nomination. Particularly in Iowa,
where Huckabee surged from
the bottom of the polls in 2008
to win the presidential caucuses,
his move will have consequences
for other conservative contend-
ers as they plot their own possible
paths.

Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, Sen.
Rand Paul, R-Ky., and Republican
Texas Gov. Rick Perry have been
courting Iowa’s evangelical vot-
ers for months, believing the sup-
port of that bloc is up for grabs.
Huckabee’s entry would make the
battle for those conservative votes
amessy and crowded contest.

City emerges as voting-rights battleground

By PauL J. WEBER

The Associated Press

PASADENA, Texas — When
the movie “Urban Cowboy” made
this refinery town famous in
1980, the honkytonk Gilley’s was
booming and wannabe cowpokes
from the white Houston suburbs
flocked here to drink and dance.
Houston was the big city, but Pas-
adena was for kicks.

Today Pasadena is a mostly
working-class Hispanic  sub-
urb that looks as hard-ridden in

way that city fathers hope fosters
new development but that some
Hispanics allege dilutes their in-
fluence. The case could become a
test of the Supreme Court ruling
last year that struck down most of
the federal Voting Rights Act, giv-
ing cities in many Southern states
new latitude to change election
laws affecting minorities without
first getting federal approval.
“Clearly it was racism,” Pas-
adena  Councilman  Ornaldo
Ybarra, one of two Hispanics on
Pasadena’s eight: nber coun-

some pockets as the
bull that bucked John Travolta.
Gilley’s burned down years ago.
Now a federal lawsuit accuses the
town’s white councilmembers of
leading a discriminatory plan to
turn back the clock.
Pasadenaispreparingtochange
the makeup of its city council in a

cil, said about the town’s planned
council changes. The campaign
for a new voting system “was
meant to scare Anglos, and it was
effective,” he said.

In Pasadena, which is roughly
60 percent Hispanic, voters ap-
proved areferendum thatreplaces

two city council seats represent-
ing districts with at-large seats,
which Hispanic leaders say will
negate their growing population
numbers. The new format was
proposed by the mayor, who is
white, in July 2013, one month
after the high court decision.

The mayor and supporters in-
sist the new format will bring
more participation by all Pasade-
na residents because they’ll have
more to vote for. They note that
other cities, including Houston,
have at-large council members.

The change comes as city lead-
ers are pressing for more invest-
ment to boost the local economy.
Supporters say at-large coun-
cil members are more likely to
consider a city’s larger interests
than the concerns of individual
districts.

Obama looks past
GOP in pushing

is 2015

By JosH LEDERMAN
AND NEDRA PICKLER
The Associated Press

HONOLULU — President
Barack Obama plans new steps to
help middle-income Americans,
part of a 2015 agenda he hopes
can build on the postelection mo-
mentum from high-profile moves
on immigration and Cuba.

Obama was expected back in
Washington on Sunday.

His approach for the new year
appears to look straight past
newly emboldened Republicans
who take full control of Congress
on Tuesday.

Fresh from a two-week Hawai-
ian vacation, the president was
readying executive actions and
legislative proposals to start pro-
moting right away while advisers
and speechwriters flesh out the
broad themes that Obama wants
to emphasize in his State of the
Union policy address on Jan. 20.
It will be his sixth since taking of-
fice, but his first before a Congress
entirely in Republican hands.

In a sign of their divergent
paths, Obama was heading out of
Washington on Wednesday just
as the new Congress was settling
in. He plans stops in Michigan,
Arizona and Tennessee aimed
at highlighting how his own eco-
nomic policies were contributing

agenda

to the country’s recovery.

Obama has appeared energized
by the end-of-the-year action on
immigration policy and Cuban
relations, suggesting continued
presidential relevance despite a
political landscape dramatically
altered by deep Democratic loss-
es in the November elections.

Since the November election
setback, the key question has been
whether Obama will lean in or
away from compromise with Re-
publicans in his final two years.
Of the issues the White House
said Obama will emphasize in the
coming weeks, none was among
the few areas that both Demo-
crats and Republicans have cited
as ripe for deal-making — trade,
taxes, and public works.

An Obama spokesman, Eric
Schultz, said the president would
announce proposals this week
that focus on helping middle-
class Americans benefit from the
economic recovery.

“There are a number of issues
we could make progress on, but
the president is clear that he will
not let this Congress undo impor-
tant protections gained — par-
ticularly in areas of health care,
Wall Street reform and the envi-
ronment,” Schultz said.

Obama has threatened to use
his veto power to block Republi-
can attacks this year.
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Prayers held as A

By EiLEeN N
The Associated Press

SURABAYA, Indonesia — Rel-
atives of those who died in the
AirAsia crash sought strength in
prayer Sunday, one week after the
disaster killed all 162 on board, as
rough weather again prevented
searchers from reaching a large
object on the ocean floor believed
to be the plane’s fuselage.

Emotionally exhausted family
members sang and cried at a tiny
chapel in Surabaya, the city from
which Flight 8501 departed Dec.
28. The Rev. Philip Mantofa, who
heads the congregation at Mawar
Sharon Church — where more
than a quarter of the victims were
members — urged those gathered
to find comfort in their faith.

“If God has called your child,
allow me to say this: Your child
is not to be pitied,” Mantofa said,
locking eyes with a grieving
father seated in the front row.
“Your child is already in God’s
arms. One day, your family will
be reunited in heaven.”

It is not known what caused the
Singapore-bound plane to crash
into the Java Sea 42 minutes after
taking off on what was supposed
to be a two-hour flight. Just be-
fore losing contact, the pilot told
air traffic control that he was ap-
proaching threatening clouds.

Surabaya, Indonesia’s second-
largest city, has been gripped by
grief as bodies, one by one, contin-
ue arriving in simple, numbered
coffins after being painstakingly
pulled from the water. Three
more corpses were recovered
Sunday, raising the total to 34.

Round-the-clock coverage of
the disaster also has reignited
fear of flying for some in a coun-
try that has suffered a string of
plane accidents in recent years,
as new airlines pop up to meet
booming demand in Indonesia, a

Tatan SyurLANA/AP

National Search and Rescue Agency personnel carry the body of a victim of the crash of AirAsia Flight
8501 after being airlifted Sunday by a U.S. Navy helicopter based on the USS Sampson at the airport in

Pangkalan Bun, Indonesia.

AcHmAD IBRAHIM/AP

National Search And Rescue Agency divers on a rubber boat search
for victims of AirAsia flight 8501 in the Java Sea on Sunday.

sprawling archipelago nation of
250 million people.

Late Saturday, some passen-
gers panicked when the auxiliary

power failed inside another AirA-
sia plane leaving from Surabaya,
this one headed to the Indonesian
city of Bandung, according to a

statement issued by the airline.

The lights and other electrical
equipment shut down inside the
cabin while the plane was still on
the tarmac, and the pilot returned
to the gate. Of the 161 passengers
on board, 60 refused to fly and
were given full refunds, AirAsia
officials said.

“There was no engine trouble,
but some of the passengers were
spooked,” said AirAsia Group
chairman Kamarudin Mera-
nun. “It is understandable, since
the crash is still fresh in their
minds.”

The crash of Flight 8501 has
triggered an intensive interna-
tional search-and-recovery op-
eration involving 20 planes and
helicopters along with 27 ships

irAsia site search hampered

from Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia,
Singapore and the United States.
All have been desperately search-
ing for the all-important black
boxes, pieces of the Airbus A320
and corpses.

The investigation got a huge
boost this past weekend when
sonar equipment identified five
large objects on the seabed in
the search area, but no images
have been captured confirming
they are part of the aircraft. Sus-
pected plane parts also were seen
scattered on beaches during an
aerial survey.

After detecting the five large
objects — the biggest measuring
59 feet long and 18 feet wide and
believed to be the fuselage — of-
ficials said it was possible that
many passengers and crew would
be found inside.

Divers tried to reach the site on
Sunday, but rolling seas stirred
up silt and mud, leaving them
with zero visibility, said Henry
Bambang Soelistyo, chief of Indo-
nesia’s National Search and Res-
cue Agency.

“At this moment, it’s impos-
sible to send any divers,” he said.
“We’ll wait until the weather gets
better.”

While it remains unclear what
caused the plane crash, bad
weather appears to have been a
factor, according to a report by
Indonesia’s Meteorology, Clima-
tology and Geophysics Agency.

Indonesian authorities have
also announced the grounding
of AirAsia flights from Surabaya
to Singapore, with the Transport
Ministry saying the airline did
not have a permit to fly on Sun-
days. However, Singapore’s Civil
Aviation Authority said that from
its end, the airline had been ap-
proved to fly the route daily.

Doomed flight has parallels with Air France ocean crash in 2009

By Lorr HINNANT
The Associated Press

PARIS — The jet dropped from
the sky swiftly, without a mayday
call. It was quickly swallowed up
by the waves.

It took nearly two years to find
the black boxes from Air France
Flight 447, but the Rio de Janeiro-
to-Paris flight that fell into the
Atlantic Ocean in the early hours
of June 1, 2009, could offer insight
into what may have gone wrong
on AirAsia’s Flight 8501. Both
flights killed everyone on board,

both were flying into storms when
they disappeared, and — in both
cases — it seemed to the pilots of
the Airbus that a climb was the
way out of their predicament.

In the Air France flight, sever-
al factors converged to bring the
plane down: The three pilots of
the Airbus A330 were confused
by faulty airspeed data after key
sensors iced over. Then, about
25 minutes into turbulence, the
autopilot and autothrust cut out,
and the pilot at the controls began
a steep climb, despite requests
from the co-pilot in the cockpit to

descend.

The captain, who had been
away from the cockpit, returned
about 90 seconds after the first
stall warnings sounded. Four
minutes and 23 seconds after the
first alarms sowed panic and con-
fusion over how to regain control
of the aircraft, the plane slammed
into the ocean, plummeting belly-
first at nearly 11,000 feet per
minute.

Above the Java Sea, the pilot of
the AirAsia Airbus A320 told air
traffic control he was approach-
ing threatening clouds, but he

was denied permission to climb
to a higher altitude. The plane lost
contact minutes later.

The 2009 crash ended up being,
at least in part, a lesson in the
hazards of automation. During
that time, deprived of autopilot,
the panicking men flying the
Air France flight took actions
that made matters worse, includ-
ing trying to carry out different
maneuvers simultaneously from
both sets of controls.

Since then, many have cau-
tioned that pilots are often ill-
equipped to take over when things

go wrong.
“We see more-sophisticated
automation in the cockpit really
serves us well, and by and large
it creates a safer environment for
airline passengers,” said Deborah
Hersman, former chairman of
the U.S. National Transportation
Safety Board and now president
of the National Safety Council,
a private advocacy group in the
U.S. “But there are times when
that automation can become con-
fusing, or there can be a discon-
nect between the pilots and the
automation in the aircraft.”
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French mayor denies
refusing Roma burial

PARIS — The mayor of a small
French town is denying he re-
fused burial in his community
of an infant Roma who died sud-
denly a day after Christmas.

Champlan Mayor Christian
Leclerc said on Sunday on BFM-
TV that “I would like this mas-
querade ... to stop immediately.”

Leclerc was quoted last
Wednesday in the daily Le Pa-
risien as saying priority for the
few available grave sites goes to
those paying taxes. He now says
there was confusion among town
employees about his instructions.
He said oniTele that “my thoughts
are with the family.”

Mayor Richard Trinquier,
of nearby Wissous, offered a
gravesite, and the infant was to
be buried there Monday.

The parents live in a crude
camp in Champlan, south of Paris,
a typical situation for France’s
approximately 20,000 Roma.

8 missing after ship
capsizes off Scotland

LONDON — British rescue
teams were searching for eight
missing crew members of a cargo
ship that capsized off the north of
Scotland.

Two helicopters and four life-
boats were looking for survivors
from carrier Cemfjord, which
was carrying a load of cement
from Aalborg, Denmark, to the
British port of Runcorn on Eng-
land’s west coast. A passing ferry
in the Pentland Firth off Scotland
spotted the upturned hull of the
Cyprus-flagged ship Saturday.

Tony Redding, a spokesman for
the German shipping company
that operated the vessel, said Sun-
day the search for the crew was
ongoing. Seven were Polish and
one was Filipino, the company
said.

Ukraine rebel ‘Batman’
battalion leader killed

KIEV, Ukraine — A Ukrainian
security official says a prominent
rebel commander in the separat-
ist eastern region of Luhansk has
been killed.

A website of the separatist Lu-
hansk People’s Republic said that
Alexander Bednov, head of a bat-
talion called “Batman,” was killed
Thursday when separatist secu-
rity forces tried to arrest him. An
arrest warrant for Bednov and
several other battalion members
had been issued by the separat-
ists’ prosecutor’s office for mur-
der, abduction and other abuses.

Heat, smoke delay
search of Greek ferry

BRINDISI, Italy — For a sec-
ond day, fierce heat from a slow-
burning blaze kept firefighters
and other investigators on Satur-
day from searching a Greek ferry
for more bodies.

At least 11 people perished in
the predawn blaze on Dec. 28
aboard the Norman Atlantic on a
voyage between Greece and Italy.
Authorities fear more bodies
might be inside the vehicle deck
where the fire began.

From The Associated Press

N. Korea blasts US over sanctions

The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — North
Korea on Sunday criticized the
United States for slapping sanc-
tions on Pyongyang officials and
organizations for a cyberattack
on Sony Pictures — the latest fall-
out from a Hollywood movie de-
picting the fictional assassination
of North Korea’s leader.

An unnamed spokesman for
North Korea’s Foreign Ministry,
in rhetoric that closely mirrors
past statements, denied any role
in the breach of tens of thousands
of confidential Sony emails and
business files and accused the
United States of “groundless-
ly” stirring up hostility toward
Pyongyang. The spokesman said
the new sanctions would not
weaken the country’s 1.2 million-
strong military.

The spokesman told the North’s
official media mouthpiece, the
Korean Central News Agency,
that the sanctions show America’s
“inveterate repugnancy and hos-
tility toward the DPRK,” refer-
ring to the North’s official name,
the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea.

“The policy persistently pur-
sued by the U.S. to stifle the
DPRK, groundlessly stirring up
bad blood toward it, would only
harden its will and resolution
to defend the sovereignty of the
country,” the spokesman said.

The United States on Friday
sanctioned 10 North Korean gov-
ernment officials and three orga-
nizations, including Pyongyang’s
primary intelligence agency and
state-run arms dealer, in what
the White House described as an
opening move in the response to-
ward the Sony cyberattack.

The sanctions might have only
a limited effect, as North Korea
already is under tough U.S. and
international sanctions over its
nuclear and missile programs.
President Barack Obama also
warned Pyongyang that the Unit-

pl ata
ed States was considering wheth-
er to put North Korea back on its
list of state sponsors of terrorism,
which could jeopardize aid to the
country on a global scale.

American officials portrayed
the sanctions as a swift, decisive
response to North Korean behav-
jor that they said had gone far
over the line. Never before has
the U.S. imposed sanctions on an-
other nation in direct retaliation
for a cyberattack on an American
company.

There have been doubts in the
cyberspace community, however,
about the extent of North Korea’s
involvement. Many experts have
said it’s possible that hackers or
even Sony insiders could be the

in Seoul, South Korea.

culprits, and questioned how
the FBI can point the finger so
conclusively.

The 10 North Koreans singled
out for sanctions didn’t necessar-
ily have anything to do with the
attack on Sony, senior U.S. offi-
cials said. Anyone who works for
or helps North Korea’s govern-
ment is now fair game, especially
North Korea’s defense sector and
spying operations, they said.

North Korea has expressed
fury over “The Interview,” an
anti-Pyongyang Sony comedy.
It has denied hacking Sony, but
called the act a “righteous deed.”

Sony initially decided to call
off the film’s release after movie
theaters decided not to show the

AHN YouNG-100N/AP

A_ magazine with cartoons of President Barack Obama, left, and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un is

film. After Obama criticized that
decision, Sony released the movie
in some theaters and online.

Questions remain about who
was behind a nearly 10-hour re-
cent shutdown of North Korean
websites. The United States never
said whether it was responsible,
but North Korea’s powerful
National Defense Commission
blamed the U.S. and hurled ra-
cial slurs at Obama, calling him
a reckless “monkey in a tropical
forest.”

Such hateful comments are not
new. Pyongyang has similarly
attacked other U.S. officials and
called South Korea’s female pres-
ident a prostitute.

Measures seen as warning to cyberattack backers

By JiM SNYDER
Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — New U.S.
sanctions against North Korea
over the hacking of Sony Corp. will
probably have a limited impact
on the isolated Asian nation, but
may serve as a warning to other
countries suspected of sponsoring
cyberattacks.

After President Barack Obama
announced measures against 10
North Korean officials and three
government entities Friday, the
administration said further pun-
ishment is coming. Even so, the
moves to block U.S. bank access
and business dealings with tar-
geted people and entities will be
minimized by the fact that im-
poverished North Korea already
is subject to U.S. penalties for its
pursuit of nuclear arms and is
largely isolated from the rest of
the world.

“Sanctions do little against
North Korea and really do not put
sufficient pressure on the regime

or Kim Jong Un personally,” said
David Maxwell, a retired colonel
in the U.S. Army special forces
and a specialist on North Korea,
referring to the country’s leader.
“Sanctions, while important in
sending an international message,
are just not strong enough to influ-
ence regime behavior.”

For the United States, the Sony
attack was different because it
wasn’t simply an attempt to dis-
rupt traffic, to spy or to steal in-
formation, but to destroy data on a
foreign network, said an adminis-
tration official involved in the de-
liberations about how to respond.

The latest penalties are intended
as a signal to nations engaged in
offensive cyberactivities that the
attack on Sony crossed a line, ac-
cording to the official, who asked
for anonymity to discuss internal
administration debates.

Some cybersecurity specialists
have questioned whether North
Korea was behind the November
attack. White House press secre-

tary Josh Earnest, in a statement
accompanying the sanctions an-
nouncement, reiterated that the
administration blames the North
Koreans.

“We take seriously North Ko-
rea’s attack that aimed to create
destructive financial effects on a
U.S. company and to threaten art-
ists and other individuals with the
goal of restricting their right to
free expression,” Earnest said in
the statement.

An administration official said
on a conference call with report-
ers that none of the ies or

tack on Sony’s computer network,
and called evidence laid out by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
last month “pretty compelling.”

While numerous American
banks, retailers and other com-
panies have been hit by foreign
hackers, the sanctions are the first
the United States has imposed on
a foreign country in response to
a cyberattack on a U.S. company,
another administration ~official
said on the call.

Jonathan Pollack, an Asia spe-
cialist at the Brookings Institu-
tion, a i based policy

individuals listed is believed to
have been directly involved in the
hacking. The official asked not to
be named.

Joseph DeTrani, a former top
U.S. intelligence specialist on
North Korea, said in a phone inter-
view that the sanctions target the
key players in North Korea’s gov-
ernment and its major agencies.

He said the country has the tech-
nical capacity to carry out the at-

research center, said because 90
percent of North Korea’s econom-
ic and financial transactions are
made with China, the U.S. reach
is limited.

The sanctions show, though, the
United States won’t stand still if its
companies are the victims of cy-
berattacks, Pollack said.

“Part of it is a name-and-shame
aspect,” Pollack said in a phone
interview.
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Diversity touted
in Francis’ 15
cardinal picks

By Frances D’EmiLio
The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope Fran-
cis named 1S new cardinals
Sunday, selecting them from 14
nations, including far-flung cor-
ners of the world such as Tonga,
New Zealand, Cape Verde and
Myanmar, to reflect the diversity
of the church and its growth in
places like Asia and Africa.

Other cardinals hail from
Ethiopia, Thailand and Vietnam.
Another is from Sicily, where the
Church in recent decades has
been galvanizing public rejection
of the Mafia.

Referring to the Vatican, Fran-
cis told the faithful in St. Peter’s
Square that the churchmen come
“from every continent” and
“show the indelible tie with the
church of Rome to churches in
the world.”

In addition to the 15 new car-

dinals who are under 80 and thus
eligible to vote for the next pope,
Francis bestowed the honor on
five churchmen older than that.
He said they distinguished them-
selves for their work in the Vati-
can bureaucracy, in diplomatic
service in giving witness to their
love of Christ and God’s people.
Those included men from the
pope’s native Argentina, Mozam-
bique and Colombia.

Speaking from a Vatican win-
dow to a crowd in St. Peter’s
Square, Francis made another
surprise announcement. He said
that on Feb. 12-13, he will lead a
meeting of all cardinals to “re-
flect on the orientations and
proposals for the reform of the
Roman Curia,” the Vatican’s ad-
ministrative bureaucracy.

Francis is using his papacy,
which began in March 2013, to
root out corruption, inefficiency
and other problems in the curia.

Riccaroo De Luca/AP

Pope Francis waves to the faithful as he arrives to celebrate noon
prayer from his studio window overlooking St. Peter’'s Square at the
Vatican on Sunday, a day in which he named 15 new cardinals.

Iran’s president: Nuclear talks a matter of ‘heart’

By AMIR VAHDAT
The Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani said
Sunday that ongoing nuclear ne-
gotiations with world powers are
a matter of “heart,” not just cen-
trifuges, ahead of talks next week
in Geneva.

Speaking to an economic con-
ference in Tehran, Rouhani both
countered hard-line critics wor-
ried Iran will give up too much
while also attempting to signal
his administration remains open
to negotiation with the six-nation
group leading the talks.

If “we are ready to stop some
types of enrichment which we do
not need at this time, does it mean
‘we have compromised our princi-
ples and cause?” Rouhani asked.

He responded: “Our cause is
not linked to a centrifuge. It is
connected to our heart and to our
willpower.”

On Jan. 15, Iranian negotiators
will meet in Geneva with officials
from the U.S., Russia, China, Brit-
ain, France and Germany, hoping
to hammer details out of a final
deal. Iran reached an interim,
one-year deal with world powers
in November 2013 to freeze its
nuclear program in exchange for
the easing of some sanctions. Ne-
gotiators later agreed to extend
talks until June 30, with hopes of
reaching a rough deal in March.

The West fears Iran’s nuclear
program could allow it to build
nuclear weapons. Iran says its nu-

clear program is only for peaceful
purposes, like power generation
and medical research.

The main conflict is over ura-
nium enrichment, which can
create both reactor fuel and the
fissile core of nuclear arms. In
seeking to reduce Iran’s bomb-
making ability, the U.S. has pro-
posed that Tehran export much of

its stockpile of enriched uranium
— something the Islamic Repub-
lic has long said it would not do.
Two other unresolved issues are
Iran’s Fordo underground en-
richment site and the nearly built
Arak nuclear reactor.

Two diplomats in recent days
told The Associated Press that
Iran and the U.S. tentatively

agreed on a formula about ship-
ping its stockpile to Russia, as
well as drew up a catalog out-
lining areas of potential accord
and differing approaches to re-
maining disputes. On Saturday,
Iranian Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman Marzieh Afkham denied
any tentative formula or catalog
had been made.

VaHiD SaLemi/AP

In a speech to an economic conference in Tehran on Sunday, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
countered hard-line critics worried Iran will give up too much yet also attempted to signal his
administration remains open to ongoing nuclear negotiations with world powers.

Palace:
Claims
against
Andrew
are false

The Associated Press

LONDON — Buckingham Pal-
ace on Sunday stepped up efforts
to defend Prince Andrew after
the British royal was embroiled
in claims of sexual impropriety
with an underage woman.

In a second statement since the
claims surfaced, officials “em-
phatically denied” allegations by
an unidentified woman who said
she was forced to have sex with
the royal when she was under the
age of 18.

The woman named S4-year-
old Prince Andrew, known as
the  Duke
of York, in
papers filed
with a Flori-
da court last
week. The
filing  was
submitted
as part of a
lengthy law-
suit against
American fi-
nancier Jef-
frey Epstein,
who the woman claims forced
her to have sex with prominent
people, including Prince Andrew.
The woman was identified only
as “Jane Doe Number 3” in the
papers.

Royal officials on Friday de-
nied “any suggestion of impro-
priety with underage minors” by
Andrew, and strengthened that
stance Sunday after two tabloid
newspapers published details of
interviews with the alleged vic-
tim. The controversy has domi-
nated British news coverage
since Friday.

“It is emphatically denied that
the Duke of York had any form
of sexual contact or relationship
with [the woman],” Buckingham
Palace said in a statement. “The
allegations made are false and
without any foundation.”

The woman claims she was
forced to have sex with the royal
in London, in New York and on a
private Caribbean island between
1999 and 2002. Those claims were
filed Tuesday to court as part of
a lawsuit centering on Epstein.
The billionaire financier was sen-
tenced to 18 months in prison in
2008 after pleading guilty to child
sex offenses, but several women
want authorities to reconsider a
plea deal that they said allowed
Epstein to avoid more serious fed-
eral charges.

Prince Andrew is not named as
a defendant in that case, and no
criminal charges or formal alle-
gations have been made against
him.

The prince, who is Queen Eliz-
abeth II's second son and fifth
in line to the throne, has been
dogged for years over his rela-
tionship with Epstein.

A
Prince Andrew
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

49

52 53
55 56
ACROSS 57 Hot tubs 22 Male singing
1 Call a halt to voice
5 Got a glimpse of DOWN 24 Disencumber
8 Creche figure 1 Male deer 25 Rhyming praise
12 Siamese 2 By way of, for 26 Within the rules
13 Submachine gun short 27 Changes the
14 Eye layer 3 Feedbag fill tags
15— and crafts 4 Handgun 29— Aviv
16 Camera insert 5 Jeff Probst's 30 Scale note
18 Composer show 33 Slender
Mahler 6 Nitrogenic dye 36 Gives way
200ld radio sittcom, 7 Untamed 38 Timepieces
“— Tavern” 8 “Oh, do you 40 And so forth
21 Not procrastinat- know the — (abbr.)
ing man?” 42 Grouch
23 Spy novel org. 9 Regional bird life 43 Libertine
24 Reinvest 10 Depend (on) 44 Logical
28 Crazy 11 Sweet potatoes’ 46 Biden, familiarly
31 Greek mountain Kin 47 Concept
32 Canonical hour 17 capt. Jean- 48 Slithery swim-
34 Modern (Pref.) — Picard mers

35 Moist, as morn-
ing grass

37 Attendance tally

39 “For shame!”

41 Track component

42 Bottles for oil and
vinegar

45 Low-budget film

49 Race car’s
framework

51 Relinquish

52“— Lang Syne”

53 Zero

54 Boat's backbone

55 Ottoman rulers

56 Type measures

1-5

19 Soon, in verse 50 Martini ingredient
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PHotos By Darko VosiNovic/AP

Top: A mural depicting Communist leaders Karl Marx,
Friedrich Engels and Vladimir Lenin hangs on a wall of a
bomb assembly and repair facility in an abandoned
ex-Soviet military base near Nagyvazsony, Hungary.
Above: Hungarian blogger and military enthusiast

Gyula Heiner stands inside a nuclear storage bunker

in November. Ri Mailboxes remain on a wall inside

a building that used to house military personnel.
Abandoned by the Soviets in March 1990, a few months
after the fall of the Berlin Wall and just weeks before
Hungary’s first post-communist elections, the base looks
like a set for a post-Apocalyptic film.
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Soviet base in Hungary now a ghost town

first post-communist elections. Histo-
rians say there is no documentation

By Darxko VosiNovic
The Associated Press

NAGYVAZSONY, Hungary — Lit-
tle Moscow lies in ruins. Once a Soviet
base where the Red Army may have
kept a stockpile of nuclear weapons,
the abandoned facility today looks
like a set for a post-apocalyptic film.

The barracks, similar to prefab
apartment blocks found across east-
ern Europe, still hold outmoded kitch-
en appliances and wrecked furniture.

Many of the military installations are
rusted and moldy. A large painting of
a red flag covered with the faces of
communist icons Karl Marx, Fried-
rich Engels and Vladimir Lenin pro-
vides one of the few dashes of color.
Located in a wooded area near the
village of Nagyvazsony in central
Hungary, the base nicknamed “Little
Moscow” by locals w one of four
nuclear storage facilities in the coun-
try. It was abandoned by the Soviets in
March 1990, shortly before Hungary’s

on whether the Soviets ever stored
nuclear weapons there.

The form ase covering 36 hect-
ares (89 acres) was protected by three
lines of fences and barbed wire and
numerous checkpoints and gates.

Nuclear warheads would have
been stored on the northern side of
the base, in a pair of bunkers pro-
tected by doors weighing more than
six tons.
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Feeding the femme fatale

By RacHEL FELTMAN
The Washington Post

s you probably know, the female praying

mantis will sometimes bite her mate’s

head off. It’s not something that the in-

sects make a habit of, exactly — they

probably do it only when a male is particularly
aggressive, or when the female really needs a nu-
trient boost in order to successfully lay her eggs.

But when alady is really hungry, she sometimes
throws off fake fertility sig-
nals to get a guy into bed.

And when that happens,
he’s pretty much always on
the menu.

Inastudy published in Proceed-

ings of the Royal Society B, researchers
report that the false garden mantis — the most
common species of mantis in Australia — will
fake fertility to get a free meal.

Researcher Katherine Barry divided her fe-
males into four groups and fed each a different
diet, ranging from poor to very good, Science
News reported. She then hid them from sight, al-
lowing males to pick mates by scent alone.

You’d expect the male mantids to go after the
healthiest (in this case, best fed) females, and
in general, the males were more interested as a
female’s feedings went up. That’s some sound bio-
logical signaling because those females were the

most fertile. But the males were most interested
in the group of females who were basically
starving to
death.

It seems
that a starv-
ing female will

throw the last
of her energy
into  producing
the chemical sig-
nals associated
with fertility. But
while she’s much
more likely to eat
the mates she lures
in (90 percent of the
hungry females did
s0), she’s also less
likely to actually let
the male mate with
her beforehand.

Soby allappearances,

the deception is quite in-
tentional. After their meal,
the females are much healthi-
er and more fertile, meaning
that their next paramours can
reap the reproductive benefits
of their femme fatale tactics.

ILLUSTRATION BY BEV SCHILLING/
Stars and Stripes
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Couple reunited with
dog who went traveling
w SEATAC — Penny the

missing pup has been
reunited with her Washington
state owners after a cross-coun-
try trek that led her to the Pitts-
burgh area.

Kendra Brown and her hus-
band picked up their 7-month old
Vizsla on Friday night after Alas-
ka Airlines offered to fly her back
to Seattle.

The Browns said a truck driv-
er picked up the dog near their
central Washington home in
Royal City, thinking she was a
stray. She’s been missing since
mid-December.

The truck driver apparently
dropped Penny off at a vet’s office
in the Pittsburgh area, where her
microchip ID was located.

The Browns had set up a Face-
book page in their search for
Penny.

Police: High-quality
fake bills surfacing

I SPRINGFIELD — Police

in central Illinois have an-
nounced instances in which high-
quality counterfeit $100 bills have
surfaced.

The (Springfield) State Jour-
nal-Register reported that Lin-
coln police said last week there
are two locations in the city
where $100 bills were passed. The
money appeared real even after
clerks used counterfeit marking
pens to check them.

Lincoln police urged business-
es to follow appropriate proce-
dures to identify money.

Joe Roesch, chief deputy of the
Sangamon County Sheriff’s De-
partment, said that between Dec.
15 and 17, a man went into busi-
nesses on Springfield’s north side
and asked for change for $100
bills. In one case, the man con-
vinced a customer to break the
bill for him when the store didn’t
have change.

The U.S. Secret Service is re-
sponsible for investigating coun-
terfeit money.

Police officers in 3
crashes minutes apart
c 0 COLORADO

SPRINGS — Three
Colorado Springs police officers
and a trainee suffered minor inju-
ries following three separate ve-
hicle accidents just minutes apart
on Friday.

Police said an officer stopped
to check out a traffic jam and was
hit by another car, then a police
car was hit responding to the first
accident. Both officers suffered
minor injuries.

third accident happened
when someone rear-ended a po-
lice car responding to another
accident, injuring an officer and
a trainee.

Police are asking drivers to
slow down on the icy streets and
to yield to emergency vehicles.

Bakery owners provide
1K free loaves of bread
M ROCHESTER — In-
spired by their ances-
tors, the owners of a Rochester

Ron Jenkins, ForT WorTH (Texas) Star-TeLearam/TNS

Cougars celebrate with a roar

Houston Cougars quarterback Greg Ward Jr. celebrates with students and fans after a 35-34 win against
the Pittshurgh Panthers in the Armed Forces Bowl at Amon G. Carter Stadium in Fort Worth, Texas, on
Friday.

bakery start the new year by pro-
viding 1,000 loaves of free bread.

It’s the fifth year the Fish
family has offered free bread to
anyone who wants it. The family
operates the Gingerbread House
Bakery. Fourth-generation baker
Mike Fish said it takes four
straight days of baking 250 loaves
each day to finish the job.

Fish said the giveaway renews
an old tradition the family discov-
ered in a photo from 1920. KTTC-
TV said Fish’s great-grandfather
began the practice at his bakery
in Winona.

Street sweeper driver

charged with DWI

N UNIONDALE — The
operator of a street-

sweeping vehicle who was spotted
driving erratically on a highway

was arrested on drunken-driving
charges.

New York State Police said
Jerry Mitchell, 48, of Brooklyn,
was charged with aggravated
DWI and aggravated unlicensed
operation on New Year’s Day.
They said his blood-alcohol level
was twice the legal limit.

Police said Mitchell was travel-
ing east on Long Island’s South-
ern State Parkway when a state
trooper tried to pull him over. Po-
lice said he fled, driving 35 mph
with police in pursuit. He later
stopped and surrendered.

Boy skips soda for

a year to win $500

M LIVINGSTON — As
people across the

United States struggle to stick to
their New Year’s Resolutions, a

young Montana boy is offering
lessons in self-discipline and de-
layed gratification after winning
a $500 prize from his parents
for skipping sugary drinks for a
year.

A year ago at Christmastime,
Jon Sarisky’s parents offered the
then-10-year-old and his older
brother, Andrew, a choice — a
guaranteed $100 then or $500 in
a year if they avoid all pop, milk-
shakes, hot chocolate and other
sugary beverages.

Andrew took the sure thing.
Jon, a sixth-grader, took the chal-
lenge. He drank his last pop on
Jan. 3, 2014 — a Fanta Orange
that he savored.

Jon said the challenge wasn’t
that difficult, with the exception
of remembering not to accept a
pop at a friend’s house.

The number of ve-
hicles caught up in
two separate New

THE CENSUS
Hampshire pileups

on an interstate

Friday after some fast-moving snow
squalls caused whiteout conditions.
Lt. Jerry Maslan, a state police spokes-
man, said there were some injuries
but they weren't considered to be life-
threatening. Manchester District Fire
Chief Al Poulin, who drove through the
squall, told WMUR-TV that there were
many vehicles on Interstate 93 driving
in excess of the 75 mph speed limit,
including some apparently heading to
ski resorts for the weekend.

Man charged with

attempted feticide
I ANDERSON —A central
Indiana man charged

with attempted feticide allegedly
told officers he mixed a medicinal
herb that can cause miscarriages
into a pregnant woman’s drinks
because he wasn’t “in a position
to have children financially or
mentally.”

Jarod Rebuck, 25, of Elwood,
was formally charged Wednesday
with attempted feticide during
a video court appearance from
the Madison County Jail. He was
later released after posting bond.

The Herald Bulletin reported
that the woman told police she
drank two strange-smelling bev-
erages that Rebuck prepared for
her on Dec. 24.

Court documents say Rebuck
told officers he placed the herb
that can cause miscarriages in
the woman'’s drinks.

3 injured during ‘large
fight’ at a strip club
M WORCESTER — One
person was stabbed
and two others were injured dur-
ing what police described as
“large fight” outside a Worcester
strip club in the early hours of
New Year’s Day.

Police said the fight at the Riv-
iera Show Club broke out about 1
a.m. Thursday, but by the time of-
ficers arrived those involved were
gone.

Police received calls from three
city hospitals saying they were
treating injured people.

A 21-year-old man was treated
for stab wounds to the back he
said he received inside the club. A
19-year-old man was treated after
getting hit on the head with a bot-
tle in the club’s doorway, and a 43-
year-old man was treated after he
was struck by a car speeding from
the club’s parking lot.

No names were released and no
arrests were announced.

From wire reports’
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Making the connection

Amy Adams finds the quiet strength in artist Margaret Keane

just seeking the small details that I feel
bring texture to that sort of character,”
said Adams. “Even though she has

a very quiet sensibility, her choices
were quite bold.”

Keane is an intensely private
person, though she did let the ac-
tress watch her paint in her San
Francisco studio. Adams quickly
realized she’d be best served by
watching and observing. “She’s
not the sort of person to stand up
and invite you in to tell you all
about herself,” Adams said.

While Adams had caught on to
the narrative that Margaret Keane

wasn’t, in fact, victimized, she

was surprised to learn that Marga-
ret shared her view. “She still had a
sense of guilt for her part in it. That

was something that I really responded

to because she says, ‘Well, I went along
with it and I did lie. A lot” Whatever the
reasons were, she still admits that she
lied,” said Adams. “She felt very ma-
nipulated, but she never phrased it like,
‘I don’t know why Walter did this to me.”
She says, ‘I don’t understand how I put
up with this. How I went along with it
for so long.”

The voice was one of the bigger chal-
lenges. At age 86, Margaret Keane
doesn’t sound the way she did in her
youth, so Adams had to improvise. “I
won’t say who it is, but there is a woman
in my life who is quiet and I'm terrified
of her, and I know she’s going to know
who I'm talking about, but she’s from
Texas and she is steely strong but very,
very shy, very quiet,” said Adams. “She
doesn’t talk loud, but boy when she talks,
Ilisten.”

Beyond a nagging hope that Marga-
ret Keane would be happy with her
performance, Adams wasn’t ner-
vous about bringing this private
person to the masses. “I actu-
ally felt very relaxed. There
was something about Margaret
that’s incredibly grounding,”
she said.
On the set, Burton’s calm-
ness helped, too. “I didn’t have
to pretend to be anybody else,”
Adams said, which let her dive
into the character. “I'm very con-
fident when it comes to work.”

By LiNDSEY BAHR
The Associated Press

my Adams didn’t connect with
the character of Margaret
Keane when she first read the
script for “Big Eyes.”

She cannot remember whether it was
right before or right after she’d given
birth to her daughter, but for Adams,
who was determined to play more con-
fident characters after she got a taste of
one in “The Fighter,” the story looked to
her like victimization.

But then she read it again, later, and
everything came into focus.

“Big Eyes,” which opened in the U.S.
on Christmas Day, tells the almost un-
believable true story of one of the most
commercial art movements in recent
history and the deep fraud that lingered
below the surface.

Popular tiny waifs with big eyes
were credited at the time to Walter
Keane (played by Christoph Waltz),
who amassed enormous wealth and
notoriety. It was later revealed the
paintings were the work of his wife,
Margaret, who participated in the
deception for decades for her own
complex reasons.

“When I read it again, I didn’t
see her as victimized at all,”
said Adams. “She has this quiet
strength and this complicit na-
ture, but there was a sense of
confusion. ... I think that in
the beginning, it’s easy to
make the choices for the
right reasons, but in the end
to stick with the choices for
the wrong reasons.”

Her first step, once she
wrapped “American Hustle”
and officially signed on to the film,
was to meet the woman she’d be
portraying. Adams wanted to know
things that weren’t in the script: Did
she have siblings? What did she do
when she graduated from college?
‘What was her first marriage like?

The opening scene in director Tim
Burton’s movie shows Margaret and
her young daughter fleeing a house
and a marriage. It’s a bold introduc-
tion to a character seemingly stripped
of her agency for most of the movie, but,
it’s also one that goes unexplained.

“I wanted to understand the woman
before we met her because that would
help inform everything after. I was

Amy Adams

Dan HaLLman, Invision/AP

Stage, screen actor
Edward Herrmann dies

Edward Herrmann, the tower-
ing, melodious-voiced actor who
brought Franklin D. Roosevelt
to life in films and documen-
taries, won a Tony Award and
charmed audiences as the stuffy
dad on TV’s “Gilmore Girls,” died
Wednesday. He was 71.

Herrmann died at Memorial
Sloan Kettering Hospital in New
York of brain cancer, his son,
Rory Herrmann said. The actor,
who had been hospitalized for
several weeks, was surrounded
by family members including his
wife, Star, and his three children,
his son said.

“He was full of knowledge and
kindness and goodness. ... He al-
ways wanted to share the great
and beautiful things in life,” said
Rory Herrmann. That included
art, music and classic cars.

The 6-foot-S actor’s favorite role
was playing President Roosevelt,
his son said, which he did in proj-
ects including the TV movies “El-
eanor and Franklin” (1976) and its
sequel “Eleanor and Franklin: The
White House Years” (1977) and in
the 1982 movie musical “Annie.”
Herrmann also provided the voice
for FDR in Ken Burns’ documen-
tary series “The Roosevelts: An
Intimate History,” which aired on
PBS earlier this year.

His urbane tones were heard on
a variety of other documentaries
and on hundreds of audio books
including Laura Hillenbrand’s
“Unbroken.” He had recently
narrated a documentary on can-
cer, Rory Herrmann said.

He appeared frequently on the
big screen, in major films includ-
ing “Reds” and “The Wolf of Wall
Street,” and was an acclaimed
stage actor whose Tony-winning
performance came in 1976 for a
revival of “Mrs. Warren’s Profes-
sion” opposite Lynn Redgrave.

Television was also a familiar
home, with recent appearances
on “The Good Wife” and “How I
Met Your Mother. His best-known
role came on the 2000-07 series
“Gilmore Girls.”

From The Associated Press

Survey: ‘Star Wars: The Force Awakens’ most anticipated 2015 film

From wire reports tron,” which debuts May 1, was voted the
second most anticipated movie.

In third place, fans picked “The Hunger
Games: Mockingjay — Part 2,” the final
installment of Lionsgate’s young adult
franchise.

“Fifty Shades of Grey,” based on the erot-
ic romance novel by E.L. James, was fourth,
followed by “Jurassic World.”

Meanwhile, “Minions” was the No. 1
anticipated family film for next year. The
film, set to open July 10, is a spinoff of the
“Despicable Me” franchise.

Other news

® Model Sonni Pacheco has filed for
divorce from her husband, actor Jeremy
Renner, after 10 months of marriage, ac-
cording to court documents filed in Los
Angeles on Dec. 5. The petition cites ir-
reconcilable differences as the reason.
Pacheco, in the petition, also seeks return
of her passport, birth certificate and So-
cial Security card, as well as invalidation
of their prenuptial agreement based on
fraud. Pacheco and Renner have one child,
Ava Berlin Renner, who is 20 months old.

The Force is with moviegoers.

“Star Wars: Episode VII — The Force
Awakens” is the most anticipated movie of
2015, according to a Fandango survey.

The nation’s largest movie ticket com-
pany said the upcoming flick was selected
as the top “fan pick” by more than 1,000
people surveyed. The J.J. Abrams-directed
film takes place 30 years after the events of
“Return of the Jedi.” The film hits theaters
Dec. 18.

Superhero film “Avengers: Age of Ul-

The two wed in secret on Jan. 13, 2014, and
only confirmed their union to the press in
September. Renner has 30 days to file a re-
sponse to the summons and petition.

W Guitarist Slash — real name Saul
Hudson — filed for divorce from his wife
of 13 years. Court documents filed Dec. 30
in Los Angeles cite irreconcilable differ-
ences for the split. The couple married in
2001, and he also filed for divorce in 2010.
The couple have two sons, 10-year-old
Cash and 12-year-old London. The docu-
ments say the couple separated June 15.
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9 keys to economy to watch in 2015

By Kevin G. HaLL
‘McClatchy Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON Ask five
economists what they expect for
2015 and you’re likely to get scores
of answers. Don’t fret: We’ve nar-
rowed it down to five pivotal issues
that will decide just how strong
the U.S. economy grows this year.

EInterest rates. Sometime
this year the Fed is likely to raise
rates, which will ripple through
all sorts of lending.

By the middle of the year, “we
expect the unemployment rate
will be closing in on 5.5 percent
and the inflation rate will be be-
tween 1.5 percent and 1.75 per-
cent but on the rise,” said Chris
Varvares, senior managing di-
rector of Macroeconomic Advis-
ers in St. Louis.

The Fed meets eight times per
year, and the most likely time
frame for a rate increase is its
fourth meeting, set for June,
Varvares said, though it could
raise rates by a quarter of a per-
centage point in any or each of the
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four meetings that will come after.
The pace could become faster in
2016. Because long-term loans in
part take their cue from this Fed
rate, it will become more expen-
sive to borrow to buy a home or
a car. That might slow economic
growth.

mOil prices. The drop in oil
prices has been akin to a mas-
sive and welcome tax break for
consumers. The AAA Motor Club
estimates Americans spent $14
billion less on fuel last year than
they did in 2013.

“It would not be surprising for
U.S. consumers to save $50 (bil-
lion) to $75 billion on gasoline in
2015ifprices remainlow,” said Mi-
chael Green, a AAA spokesman.

But there are risks for the econ-
omy in the plummeting prices. For
one, energy companies are almost
certain to cut back their drilling
plans, with impacts on hiring and
equipment coming quickly.

“I fear the recent plunge in oil
prices will prove most damaging
to the economy in the near-term
as capital spending budgets are

scaled back,” said Mark Vitner, a
senior economist at Wells Fargo
Securities in Charlotte, N.C. “The
benefits from lower gasoline pric-
es will take longer to show up.”

That will have a negative effect
on the nation’s gross domestic
product, he suggested.

mHousing. The U.S. economy
is firing again on most cylinders
— except housing.

The 5.12 million home sales
reported by the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors in November
were 3.8 percent below a year
earlier, and tight credit makes it
difficult for many Americans to
get mortgages.

“That’s one of the things that
have held back the recovery so
far,” said Gus Faucher, senior
economist at Pittsburgh-based
PNC Financial Services.

mHousehold formation. One of
the aberrations in the recovery is
the unusually low rate of house-
hold formation. That’s a fancy way
of referring to people moving in
together, as couples or roommates,
and forming new households.

Stuttgart /g
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After the Great Recession, many
young people remained living in
their parents’ homes or crowded
into apartments together.

“I expect household forma-
tion to substantively pick up in
2015 as millennials break away
from their parents and strike out
on their own,” said Mark Zandi,
chief economist for Moody’s Ana-
lytics in West Chester, Pa.

mGlobal events. Events in far-
away places matter, but they’re
unlikely to derail the U.S. recov-
ery. That’s because exports ac-
count for only 13 percent of the
economy. In fact, in a perverse
way, slower growth abroad may
benefit the U.S. economy.

“Yes, it’s a vulnerability, but a
limited vulnerability,” said Nari-
man Behravesh, the chief econo-
mist for IHS Global Insight in
Cambridge, Mass. “Weakness in
the rest of the world can be good
news for the U.S. It could lower
commodity prices even further,
helping to keep inflation and in-
terest rates low.”
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The weather is provided by the
57/44 American Forces Network Weather Center,
y 2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb.
Monday’s US temperatures
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Abvlene‘ Tex 49 34 Clr  Cheyenne 4 27 Snow  Fresno 59 38 Clr  Lubbock 44 27 Clr  Portland,Maine 32 6 Clr Sioux Falls. 9 -3 Snow
Akron, Ohio 17 12 Cldy Chicago 5 Clr - Goodland 39 17 Clr  Macon 56 32 Clr  Portland,Ore. 53 42 Rain Scuth Eend 11 9 Cldy
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Atlanta 49 33 Clr  Concord,N.H. 30 5 Clr  Hartford Spgfld 34 14 PCldy Mpls-St Paul 2 -5 Clr  Roanoke 40 27 PCldy Toledo 14 12 Cldy
Atlantic City 39 19 Clr  Corpus Chr'\sl'\ 49 39 Cldy Helena 33 1 Snow  Missoula 36 29 Snow  Rochester 19 12 Clr  Topeka 26 17 PCldy
Austin 49 33 Clr Dallas-Ft Worth 45 33 Clr  Honolulu 79 66 Clr  Mobile 53 36 Clr  Rockford 5 4 CIr  Tucson 66 38 Clr
Baltimore 38 23 CIr  Dayton 18 14 PCIdy Houston 49 35 Cldy Montgomery 51 31 CIr  Sacramento 59 39 PCldy Tulsa 35 27 Cir
Baton Rouge 51 36 Clr Day(ona Beach 67 54 Cldy Huntsville 40 26 Clr  Nashville 33 26 Clr St Louis 25 23 PCldy Tupelo 42 29 Cr
Billings. 30 7 Snow 47 25 Cldy Indianapolis 17 15 PCldy New Orleans 52 43 PCldy St Petersburg 72 62 Cldy Waco 47 33 Clr
Birmingham 45 30 Clr Des Molnes 13 3 Snow  Jackson,Miss. 45 33 Clr  New York City 3% 21 PCldy StThomas 86 78 Clr - Washington 40 28 Clr
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Casper 39 19 Clr  Fargo 1 -1 Clr  Lexington 26 22 Clr  Peoria 14 14 PCldy St Ste Marie 6 -6 Snow National temperature extremes
Charleston,S.C. 59 38 PCldy Flagstaﬂ 50 20 Clr  Lincoln 19 7 Cldy Philadelphia 36 21 CIr  Savannah 60 42 PCldy Hi: Sat., SE Fort Myers, Fla. and Punta
Charleston,W.va. 30 20 Cldy 10 7 CIr  Little Rock 38 28 Clr  Phoenix 67 45 Clr  Seattle 52 46 Rain Gorda,
Charlotte,N. 48 1 Cr Fort Smith 42 26 CIr  Los Angeles 76 50 Clr  Pittsburgh 21 15 Cldy Shreveport 46 31 CIr Lo: Sa( 24 Antero Reservoir, Colo.
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OPINION

Online venom only compounds parents’ grief

By CarTLIN DEWEY
The Washington Post

n a heart-wrenching letter posted to

Tumblr on Dec. 28, Leelah Alcorn —

the 17-year-old transgender girl who

apparently committed suicide after a

long battle with her parents over her gen-

der identity — wrote that she hoped read-

ers would hear what happened to her and
try to “fix society.”

But as the note began circulating more

widely tlus week, the Internet’s self-ap-

The sentiment is understandable, in
some ways. As my colleague Terrence
McCoy wrote, Leelah was a smart, witty,
self-aware girl, a caricaturist at an Ohio
amusement park and a junior in high
school. The pain and isolation she de-
scribes is heartbreaking. And the issues
of transgender suicide and acceptance,
which Leelah writes about in some detail,
are huge, real, urgent subjects that require
our action.

But if you think the best, most effective
possible action you can take to advance

pointed have turned t!
to a less ambitious quest: “fixing” Alcorn’s
mother, Carla, and her father, Doug.

Carla was, per Alcorn’s Tumblr note, the
primary antagonist in her battle to gender-
transition; when Leelah, born Josh, told
her mother she was transgender, Carla
“reacted extremely negatively, telling me
it was a phase,” Leelah wrote. That is not,
needless to say, the reaction endorsed by
LGBT advocates or family psychothera-
pists. In revenge, Leelah’s supporters dug
up Carla’s Facebook page and flooded her
with messages about Leelah’s death.

“You're disgusting.” “You awful b----
“Your daughter killed herself because of
you.” “The entire Internet ... can see what
you have done.”

“I hope you read her suicide letter and
cried your heart out,” one person wrote.
“But you probably didn’t. You don’t seem to
be able to care for others in a way a normal
and healthy human being does.”

Vigilantes also posted the phone num-
bers of both Alcorn’s mother and father.
On Tumblr, one user urged her followers
to call Carla’s employer, a relatively new
tactic in the online-shaming game.

“Honestly?” tweeted one user who post-
ed Doug’s phone number. “I'm ok [with]
terrorizing Leelah’s parents for eternity.”

tr rights is to harass the griev-
ing mother of a recently deceased child,
you lack imagination, humanity, any expe-
rience with grief, or some combination of
the three. Whatever else Alcorn’s parents
may be — or appear to be, on the basis of a
couple Tumblr posts — they are also griev-
ing parents who just lost a bright, articu-
late child in one of the most soul-rending
‘ways possible.

What, exactly, do you know about it?

“We’re presented these people as one-di-
mensional avatars of views we’re meant to
either endorse or repudiate,” Flavorwire’s
Tom Hawking wrote in a thoughtful essay
on vigilantism. “They’re not so much peo-
ple as they are symbols, faces to be pub-
lished with a topical caption in all-caps
Impact.”

Except, he points out, they are of course
people. People we don’t know at all.

“Doxing” has become a trendy tool in
the online activist’s workbench this year;
in some unsettling conflation of old-school
flame-war trolling and legitimate protest,
advocates for justified, worthwhile causes
— like transgender rights — have resorted
to personal attacks and petty vengeances,
often in negligence of real issues and to the
detriment of innocent people.

In the past year, the Internet has —in the
name of truth, justice or some other moral
high ground — doxed feminists, anti-femi-
nists, Facebook racists, rape victims, gay
school teachers, tasteless self-portraitists,
Jenna Jameson’s former personal assistant
and police officers unrelated to the shoot-
ing of Michael Brown. Just last month, the
self-explanatory (and wildly controversial)
Tumblr called “Racists Getting Fired”
claimed several careers and many, many
more followers — resonating in large part
because of the idea that it only “doxed for
good.”

This isn’t the nasty, ethically unsound
mischief of old, its followers argued. This
is justified. This is activism.

The problems with this philosophy, of
course, are manifold. For one thing, as the
ethicist Shannon Vallor points out, dox-
ing often intentionally exposes people to
harm — which, news flash, is bad on its
face. Then there’s the inevitable collateral
damage: innocent friends or relatives or
coworkers of the victim, who are suddenly
afraid someone’s going to show up at their
house. (The Alcorns, for instance, have
three children besides Leelah. And “Rac-
ists Getting Fired” ended, abruptly, when
it doxed a woman who had been framed.)
And once an Internet mob is unleashed,
there’s no telling how wild, how dispropor-
tionately or undeservedly terrible, its rav-
ings will become.

The whole process is brutal, and blunt,
and blind — it requires reducing your op-
ponent to a caricature and throwing little
darts at it.

Little darts may comfort, of course. But
I doubt it’s the kind of social “fix” that
Leelah Alcorn was looking for.

Caitlin Dewey writes for The Post’s The Intersect
Web channel covering digital and Internet culture.

Arrests a threat to Turkey’s democratic gains

By EKREM DUMANLI

hen I first appeared in court
after a raid a month ago on my
newspaper in Istanbul and 80
hours of detention, I asked the
judge: “Two columns and a news report:
Is that all the evidence against me?” The
judge replied, “Yes.” It surely was an “I
rest my case” moment for me — as well as
for the dismal state of Turkish democracy
under President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Turkey’s leader for almost 12 years, Er-
dogan contributed to economic successes
and democratic reforms during his first
and second terms. However, emboldened
by consecutive election victories and in-
competent opposition parties, he is now
leading Turkey toward one-man, one-
party rule.

The two critical turning points came in
2013: his government’s harsh treatment of
protesters in Gezi Park and the systematic
obstruction of justice after a major cor-
ruption scandal. Since then, Erdogan has
branded dissenters and critics as traitors
who are part of a vast international con-
spiracy to topple him. Just last week, a
16-year-old was arrested for pointing out
corruption. On Tuesday, two journalists
critical of the government, Sedef Kabas
and Mehmet Baransu, were detained over
tweets. My newspaper, Zaman, and I are
just the latest victims of Erdogan’s witch
hunt.

In the eyes of the regime, the journalists,
TV producers and screenwriters detained
by the police on Dec. 14 are members of an
“armed terrorist organization” threaten-
ing the sovereignty of the state. Don’t look
for confiscated arms, attack plans or sui-
cide bombers disguised as journalists. Our

fault was to report on government actions
that are undermining the foundations of a
democratic Turkey.

The level of media subservience to the
government in today’s Turkey is unprece-
dented. Most media are directly controlled,
with government supervisors monitoring
all editorial content. Anyone who strays
is harassed or fired. But as members of
the free press, or whatever is left of it in
Turkey, we are simply doing our jobs. All
it takes to be called a terrorist under Erdo-
gan’s regime is speaking out against gov-
ernment corruption and abuses of power.
Verbal attacks, smear campaigns by pro-
government media and legal harassment
soon follow.

Since the corruption scandal, a peace-
ful civil society movement called Hizmet,
or service, focusing on democracy, educa-
tion, interfaith dialogue and social welfare
efforts has become the primary object of
Erdogan’s obsession. In its mission and
values, Hizmet is similar to the U.S. civil
rights movement. Its supporters are ordi-
nary citizens drawn from a cross-section
of public or private institutions, but Erdo-
gan equates their presence in the bureau-
cracy with a legal coup. The government
has purged thousands of police, prosecu-
tors and other public officials. Erdogan’s
attack machine has also cracked down on
Hizmet in the private sector, going after
institutions and businesses affiliated with
its supporters.

The latest round was targeting a month
ago of Zaman and the Samanyolu television
station, media institutions established by
entrepreneurs who share the same demo-
cratic values as Hizmet supporters. Hi-
dayet Karaca, chairman of the Samanyolu
Broadcasting Group, was arrested. I was

released but will still be tried on terrorism
charges. A warrant was also reportedly
issued for Fethullah Gulen, a U.S.-based
Turkish thinker who was the inspiration
behind Hizmet.

The police and judiciary are seizing
upon new legislation at odds with the Turk-
ish constitution and international norms.
Those laws have been enacted to allow au-
thorities to prosecute or persecute whom-
ever Erdogan wishes. It is no surprise that
we were taken in just days after the ap-
proval of a law that allows the government
to detain based only on “reasonable suspi-
cion,” without concrete evidence.

Erdogan’s reckless behavior is hurting
not only his legacy but also Turkey and its
allies. Turkey’s image as a stable invest-
ment hub has been damaged. A politics of
character assassination, polarization and
suppression inevitably creates danger-
ous social stresses. An internally chaotic
Turkey cannot be considered a reliable
partner for the international community.
Erdogan’s authoritarian steps move Tur-
key away from its long-held goal of joining
the European Union.

Despite all this, I will never lose hope
in Turkey. After all, this is not the first
downward spiral that the nation has gone
through. Having heard the domestic and
international outcry after Zaman was raid-
ed, I feel even more optimistic. My wife and
I have named our baby girl, who came into
the world while I was in detention, Saadet,
which means bliss and happiness. Saadet
symbolizes our belief in the brighter future
of Turkish democracy. The darkest hour of
the night is just before dawn.

Ekrem Dumanli is editor in chief of the Zaman
daily newspaper in Turkey. This column first
appeared in The Washington Post.
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Current UMC Books for sale

£55.00 Introdiction lo Peychclo-
-~ Coursef

Psychenogy Sorin Eaiion Do
Myers - International Edition

RoNHoT8.1.3585:0586.0. wita

m.e.rowan70@googlemail.com

Books

Gumrent UMUG Bockefor sale

Concepts of Biology -
Sorsar oL - Biology
oncepts  and _ Applications:

Without Physiology Starr Evers
an International Edition
TGNH575.0.358 736T8.3. Wil

s | m.e.rowan70@ googlemail com

Current UMUG Books for sale
$4000 Ethics in _Information
Technology - Courses IFSM 304
- AGift of Fire ara Base
International  Edition -
dition

william. e.rowan70@googlemail.
com
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Autos for Sale
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Current UMUC Books for sale

$40.00 Inroduction Poltical Sci-
- Courss

Power &M Pmmp
ively - Intemational Edition -

Fourty Ediion ISBN#976-1-250

wnnam &.rowan70@googlemail

Gymert UMUG Books for sale

4000 Introduction, _ Publi
Speaking - Course# 10
FREA 5 Fahc. Speaking

Stephen E. Lucas - Intematonsl
Eleventh  Edition

[SBNRo78.07 1515671 wilam

&.rowan70@googlemail.com

Current UMUC Books for sale
8.00 Laboratory in Biology -
Course# BIOL 1 borat

Exerdises for Biology 102 willia
m.¢.rowan70@googlemail.com

PacificClassifieds@stripes.com

oot M 106 T
mathematically Robert Blitzer
International Edition - Interna-
tional ~ Edition - Fifth _Edition
ISBN#978-0-321-69235-1

|sa‘»lusvs o3zt 64637:8
wi
googlemail.com

Current UMUC Books for sale
80.00 Concepts & Applications
of Information ~ Technology -
Course#t IFSM 201 - Under-
standing Computers Today and
‘Tomorrow with D. Morley and C.
S. Parker Intemational Edition
Fourteenth Edition ISBN#978-1
133-19001-

Googlemailcom

Cellular Phones 280

lrnnz Talk Basic Cell Phone
00 _Great for “eiderly per:
or
Ms Rasa Sl
e, O
Raimainiy1 G gooplemail.com

or

LG sil Sman Phone $60.00
Price is  any more
g?sa‘lls Flecatcai” o ama
Katinafinley1 @googlemail.com

Motorola | Dety. M
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emall. 017

katinafinley 1 @googlemail.com

original 1964 oil tanker
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314
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all.com
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Home Fumiture $60.00 Moving
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elves, end tables,

dressers|
d_side
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Current UMUC Books for sale
§70.00 Environmental Science
ourse# Bl - Visualizing
Environmental Science Hassen-
zahl Hager and Berg Fourth
Edition ISBN#976-1-118-16983
4

William.e.1owan70@ googlem

Katinainiey1googlemall.com
[¢7)
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katinafinley 1 @ googlemail com
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net

College basketball

Saturday’s men’s scores

EAST
Albany (NY) 80, Maine 56
American U. 53, Cross 49

Bloomfield 76, Wilmington (Del.) 66
Boston U. 75, Lehigh 56
Bryant 67, LIU Brooklyn 63

ohn’
Cﬂ|dWe” 88, Cheslnul Hill 84, 30T
Colgate 68, Bucknell
Dickinson 83, York (NY) 71
Elon 77, Drexel
Fairleigh Dickinson 73, COSU 67
Felician 64, Holy Family 6
Geo. Washington 64, Samt Josenh s 60
Georgetown 76, Creigh

Saturday’s tr
BASKE’BAI.I.

National Baske't ociation
HOUSTON ROCKETS — Qned G Nick
Johnson to Rio Grande Valley (NBADL).

Nationa Foolhall League
BALTIMORE  RA\ - ed LB
AT Brown on Inlired reserve,

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Signed C Joe
Madsen to the practice squad

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Slgn ed DE
Lawrence Okoye to a fufures contract.

National Hockey League
DALLAS STARS Claimed D David
schlemko off waivers from Arizona.
Reassigned D Jyrki Jokipakka to Texas

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Placed F
Taylor Beck on injured reserve. Recalled

s Miikka Salomaki and Viktor Stalber
from Milwaukee (AHL) and F ﬁ
Budish-and be Garrett. Noonan from
Cincinnati (ECHL) to Milwaukee.

W JERSEY DEVILS — Recalled D Mark
Fraser from Albany (AHL).

College hockey

Saturday's scores

St. Scholastica 9 Tufls 2
Utica 4, New England 0
Caslletcn 3, Salve Regin:
my 4, American Internat\onal 3

Mame 3 Canls\us 1
hio St.2, Mercyhurst 2, OT
Northeastern 4, St. Lawrence 2
«rowde(B?‘e 5), colorado College 4,0T
o
iagara 2, sacred Heartz ot
ale 3, Vermont

Ala.-Huntsville 2, AIaska»Anchorage 1
MIDWEST

Robert Morris 2, Bowling Green 2, tie
Minnesota 3,
O_er|1|1 St.-(Mankato) 2, N. Michigan 2,

Quinnipiac 4, St. Cloud St.

Mass-Lowell 3, Merrlmackl

Wisconsin 2, M\chlgan Tech0
AR WEST

Denver 5, Brown 3

ION
Princeton 4, Russian Red Stars3
Minn.-Duluth 8, Lakehea
North Dakota 7, US Under- e eam:2

AP sportlig

Jan.5

— Keith Lincoln of the San Diego
Chargers, rushes for 206 yards in 13 car-
ries, catches seven passes for 123 yards,
completes one pass for 20 and scores
two touchdowns in a 51-10 rout of the
Boston Patriots for the AFL title.

1983 — In his 42nd game, Edmonton’s
Wayne Gretzky scores his 100th point of
the season with an assist in the Oilers’ 8-
3 triumph over the Winnipeg Jets.

1991 — Kevin Br: w of US. Inter-
national scores 72 points o break Pete
Maravich's NCAA Division | single-game
scoring record of 63, but Loyola Mary-
mount sets an eam Scoring re-
cord in defeating e Uil Teg<ao,

— Reggie Jackson, who hit 563
homers and played on five championship
teams in 21 seasons, is the only player
elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame.

Carolina
panthers, behind ohn Kasay's four field
goals, beat the Dallas Cowboys 26-17
to advance to the NFC Championship
game.

1999 — Nolan Ryan, George Brett and
Robin Yount are voted into the Baseball
Hall of Fame, the biggest class of first-
time candidates since Babe Ruth and
four others were chosen in the original
election of 1936,
— Jeff Garcia hits Tai Streets with
2 13vard touchdonn paet with 1 minute
feft, and the New York Giants botch the

fime expires in San Francisco's 39-38 vic-
ory — the second-biggest comeback in
NFL playoft history.

— Aaron Rodgers connects with
an Nt playoff-record 10 receivers as he
throws for 274 yards in his first playoff
yictory at home, leading Green Bay to
2440 victory over Minne

N Fostar “ruches for 140
yards and a touchdown in Houston's 19-
13 win over Cincinnati, and becomes the
first NFL player to have 100-vard games
in each of his first three playoff games.

Wingate 81, Carson-Newman 60
Wofford 68, Sam ford 65
MIDWEST

Akron 79, Coppin St. 62
Aduinas 71, Siena Heights

4
Carroll (Wis. 75, linois College 63
Cincinnati 56,

pod Concordia (Mich.) 59, Michigan-Dear-

orn
Ccnccrdla (Moor) 71, St.

Minn.
Ccncordua (St.P.) 59, St. Cloud St. 57
Concordia (Wis.) 79, Rockford 74

Mary's

ille 61

thaca 97, Utic:

eene St, 84, casueton 65

Lehman 68, CCNY 51

v 78, Brldgewaler (Mass.) 73
avy 69, Lafayette 6

Northeasterns3, elaware 53

Old Westbury 97, Sage 93,

ost (Conn,) 73, Sc\enecoes ‘(Pa.) 67

Ke

|charcfsmckton 62, Lynchburg 60
obert Morris 70, Mount St. Mary's 45
osemont 85, Cabrim 75

utgers 50, Per
eton Hall 66, vnlanova 61,0T
th Carolina 64, lowa St. 60

Bonaventure 60, UMass 55
- Francis (NY) 73, sacred Reart 71

. Francis (Pa.) 85, Wagner 68

. Joseph's (LI) 67, Sarah Lawrence 45
ony Brook 71, New

rnerstone 70, Lawrence Tech 57
Dayton 81, Duquesne 55
DePaul 71, Xavier 68
E. lllinois 59, Jacksonvnle Sl 50, OT

Miami (Ohio) 6, OMIKC 61
nn. 5 -Mankato 86, Minn. Duluth 71
n. St.-Moorhead 71, Winona St. 65
M|n0( St. 80, an »crookston 73

. (5D) 80, Upper lowa 67
ame 83, Georgia Tech 76, 20T
ohio St. 77, Illinois
Purdue 64, Michigar
Rhode Isldnd 65, Samt Louis 53
Ripon 8, Kno

n: Tech 62

E hanna 79, Moravian a7
hiel 84, Thomas More 82
/. Connecticut 83, W. New England 57

Alabama St. 71, Grambling St. 50
Asbury 94, Pomt Park 71

Auburn 82, North Alabama 61

Barton 95, Leas- McRae 92,07
Chattanooga 72, F

coasta\ Carolina 83, Charleston South-

umberlands LATS Tech 57
Davidson 81, Richmon
Duke 55. Boston Co\lege 62
E. K¢ 63, SC Staf
Ehzabeth cny St. 79, S Augustme 's 70
eed-Hardeman 86, Hannibal-La-
Gr: nge 59

eorge Mason 70, La Salle 62
eorgia 63, Norfolk St. 5

a Wilmington 56
Jackson St. 70 A\abama ALM 67
ames Madison 61, Towson 52
Kennesaw St. 92, Thomas (Ga.) 66
ing (Tenn,) 91, Mount Olive 73
SUTS, Savannah Sf

incoin Memorial 57 Tanor- Rhyne
indsey Wilson 69, MidAm Nashrene 66
Longwood 90, Radford 79, 20T
ouisiana Tech 83, Southern Miss. 70
ouisiana-Lafayette 91, Troy
oyola NO 73, Auburn-Vontgomery 68
aryland 70, Minnesota
ercer 76, UNC O ensboro 55
Mississippi 92, Austin Peay 63
ontreat 97, Bryan 92

urray St. 66, Morehead St. 57
C ALT 83, CS Bakersfle\d 70
State 68, Pittsburgh 50

orth Carolina 74, Clemson 50

oresbyterian 62, Liberty 58

C-Upstate 68, Hampton 54

E Missouri 7 see St. 62

o Florda 48, East Carohia 80

outhern U, 68, Prairie View 56
tephen f Austin 80, McNeese St. 75

tetson 65, Florida A&M 60

yracuse 68, wrginia Tech 66

exas Southern 72, Alcorn St. 55

NC Ashewlle 80, Gardner-Webb 55

8 Ten
smux Falls 80, Wayne (Neb.) 7
t. John's (M |nn)69 Bothel (an)67
St. Olaf 85, Gustavus 61
St. Thomas (an)74 Carleton 69
is.-Eau Claire 73, Wis.-La Crosse 66
Oshkosh 61, Wit ermr 54

S|

Wis.-Platteville 75, Wis.-Stout

Wis. Whltewater 57 Wi Rver Falls 63
SOl

Appalachian 3% 74 Arkansas St.73
Arkansas 79, Utah V:

Concordia-Austin 74, E. Toxas Baptist 67
Lamar 75, Nicholls St. 2

MVSU 67, Ark.-Pine Biuff

Northwestern St. 99, Houston Baptist 78
Oklahoma 73, Baylor 63

Oklahoma St. 61, Kansas S

Sam Houston St. 84, Incamate Tword 78
Texas 70, Texas Tec!

Texas A&M 58, Hai

Texas-Arlington 99, south Alabama 87
West Virginia 78, TCU 6:

BYU 99, San Francisco 68

Cal st.-Fullerton 67, Seattle 55
E. Washington 65, Idaho St. 57
Fresno St. 59, San Diego St. 57

t. 84

Long Beach B, Fresno Pacmc 46
Montana 74, North Dakot
N. Arizona 73, Portland W
N. Colorado 62, Montana St. 54
Nevada 80, Air Force 62

w Mexico 66, Colorado St. 53
New México St. 70, 0C Irvine &7

.90, 5. Utah 7
pSaint Mary’s”(Cah 72, Toyola Mary-

oun
M hta Clara 59, San Diego 56
UC Davis 78, Cal Maritime 41
Utah St. 62, Boise St. 61

Wyoming 64, San Jose St. 59

Saturday’s women’s scores

EAST
Albany (NY) 49, Maine 43

Binghamiton 65, Mass.-Lowell 6:
Bloomeia 8 Wilmnmaton (Del 52
Bryant 79, LIU Brooklyn 66

Buicknell 77, Colgate 75, OT
Caldwell 77, Chestnut Hill 5

NC Pembroke 82, GRU Augusta 76
Vanderbilt 79, Vale 74, 20T
Virginia 89, Miar oT

W, Caroiin 75, The cnadel 70

West Georgia 96, L¢

William & Mary 75, ol of Charleston
25

ashmgmn (Md )47
FDU-Florham BB William Smith

CN;
Manhattanville 76, Old Westbury 60

Tennis

Brishane International

Sunday
At Queensland Tennis Centre
ennyson, Australia

Kaia Kanepl, Ectonia. def, Andrea pet-
kovie &), Germany, 4,577, 6-4
mijanovic, Croatfa, det. Jelena
Jankovic (6), Serbia, 7-6 (6), &
il Sores Navarea O, Spain, det.
Tsvetana Pironkova, Bulgaria, 3-6, 6-

Elina Svitolina, Ukraine, def. Magda-

lena Rybarikova, Slovakia, 6-0, 6-2.

vara Lenchienko, United States, def.
Samantha Stosur, Australia, 4-6, 6-4,

Men
Jamie Murray, Britain, and John Peers,
Australia, def. Jean-Julien Rojer, Nether-
lands, and Horia Tecau (1), Romania, 6-3,

4.
Steve Johnson, United States, and
$am Querrey, Unifed States, def. Marin
aganja, Croatia, and Henri Kontinen,
AR

Women

Ana Ivanovic, Serbia, and Angelique
Kerber, Germany, def. Klaudia Jans-lg-
nacik, Poland, and Andreja Klepac, Slo-
venia, 6-4, 6-1.

Hopman Cup
An ITF event
Sunday
At Perth Arena
Perth, Australia
Czech Republic def. Canada 2-1
Lucie Safarova, Czech Republic, def.
Eugenie Bouchard, Canada, 6-0 6-4.
Vasek Pospisil, Canada, def. Adam
Pavlasek, Czech Republic, 7-6(5) 6-2.
Lucie Safarova and Adam Pavlasek,
Czech Republic, def. Eugenie Bouchard
and Vasek Pospisil, Canada, 6-4 6-2.
Australia v Poland
Agnieszka Radwanska, Poland, def.
Casey Dellacqua, Australia, 6-2, 6-3.
Jerzy Janowicz, Poland, def. Matt Eb-
den, Australia, 3-6, 7-5, 6-0.

NYU 69, Swarthmore 49

Susquehanna 82, Moravian 62
Alice Lloyd 73, Carlow 65

ae 4
un n 63, W. carolma 53
Bluefield St. 66, NG Central 6.
ryan 87, Montreat 48
Campbell 65, Lcngwoud 58
Chowan 66, Shaw
Emory & Henry 75. va Wesleyan 62
Freed-Hardeman = 68, Hannibal-La-
Grange 63
Gardner-webb 82, Coastal Camlma 74
King (Tenn.) 69, Mount Olive
Lee 70, West Georgia 69
Liberty 64, High Point 47
Loyola NO 69, Auburn-Montgomery 60
Mid-Am Nazarene 69, Lindsey Wilson 64
Newberry 74, Tusculum 41
Presbyterian 69, UNC Ashewlle 57
SC-Upstate 70, Norf 1k St

Trevecca Nazarene fix Ursuhne 65
UCF 76, Tulsa 70

UNC Pembroke 59, GRU Augusta 33
UT-Martin 85, Beimont

Virginia St. 67, Fayenevme St.55
Wingate 66, Carson-Newman 63
Wright St. 72, N. Kentucky 60

ran 74, St Mary's  (Ind.) 65, O
et 75
Calvin 83, Olivet 7
Carrol Cwia) 53, Minois College 53
Carthage 74, Augustana (ill.) 51
poloncordia (Mich.) 75, Michigan-Dear-
orn
Concordia (St.P) 83, St. Cloud St. 80
Concordia (Wis.) 65, Rockford 56
Cornerstone 71, Lawrence Tech 64
E. Illinois 66, Jacksonville St. 63
Finlandia 87, Mount Mary 32

Maryland T Nebraska

Minn. St. (Moorhead) 80, wmnna st.54
Minn.-Crookston 59, Minot St.
MountVernon Nazarene 60, Spring

Arl

N. Illinois 54, E. Michigan 48, OT
North Dakota 59, Montana 52
Northern St. (SD) 68, Upper lowa 58
Park 78, Stephens 4
S dwardevia 8, Tennessee Tech 69
$W Minnesota st. 77, Augustana (D) 71

A rol

Wayne (Neb.) 72, Stoux Fal\s 51

Wis.-Oshkosh 86, Wis.-Superior 52

Wis.-Whitewater 77, Wis.-River Falls 55
SOl T

ES
Baylor 61, Oklahoma St. 4!
E. Texas Baptist 71, Concordia-Austin 66
Houston 63, SMU 45
Sam Houston St. 55, Incarnate Word 55
Texas 60, Kansas d&

FAR WEST
Amzona St. 62, Washington 48

oise al
CS Northridge 86, Seattle 63
California 67, tah

Sacramento St. 69, S. Utah 67
Southern Cal 70, Oregon 54
Stanford 62, Colorado 55

Wyoming 96, San jose
Minn. St. (Mankato) 76, Minn. Duluth 57

Fight Schedule

Jan.9
At Chumash Casino Resort, Santa
Vnez Galiy Darleys Perez vs. Jonathan
elo, 12, for Perez's interim WBA
lightwelght title: Francisco Santana vs.
Sebastian Lujan, 10, welterweights.

middleweights; Cecil Mccal\a vs. Chris
Van Heerden, 10, welterweights.
10

At Tijuana, Mexico, Javier Mendoza vs.
virgilio Silvano, 12, for Mendoza’s IBF ju-
nior flyweight title.

At Turning Sione Resort & Casino,
Verona, Nv Willie Monroe Jr. vs. Bryan
, 10, middleweights; Petr Petrov vs.
Jan carios Burgi)s 10, lightweights.

At the MGM &rand. Las vegas, Ber-
mane Stiverne vs. Deontay Wilder, 12, for
Stiverne's WBC World heavyweight title;
Amir Imam vs. Fidel Maldonado Jr., 10,
junior welterweights.

College football

Bowl schedule
SahlrdaY. Deu 20
lew Orleans B
L0u|5|ana Lafayette 16, Nevada 3
Mexico Bow
u'luerque
Utah State 21 UTEP 6 wl

utan g5, Colorado Sateto
us idaho Potato Bowl
Alr Force 38 Westorg Michigan 24
Camelia Bowl
At Monc3gomery Ala.
Bowling Green 33, somh Alabama 28
ay,
i Beach Bowl
Mempmsss TBYU 45, 207
esday, Dec, 23
a on (Fla.) Bowl
Marshan 52 Nonhem ilinois 23

Navy 17, San D| Go State 16
nes sday, Dec. 24

b e
Western Kenttucky 49, Central Michi-
gan 48
Hawai Bow!

Rice 30, Fresnﬂo State 6
eart of balas Bowl
Loulslana Tech 35, lllinois 18
Quick Lane Buwl
Detroi

A
Rutgers 40, North Carolina 21
t. Petel lshurg (Fla.) Bowl
N.C. State 34, UC
Saturday, nec.lz1
itary

Md.
Virginia och 33 cmcwlnnat\ 17

Paso. Texas
Arizona State 36, Duke 31
dependence Bowl

"M shrevepon, La.

South Carolina, mi 21
Pinstripe Bowl

Penn State 31,_!305(0" College 30, OT
Holiday Bowl

At San Diego
Southern Cal 45, Nebraska 42
Monday, Dec. 29
owi
is, Tenn,
est Virginia 37
Russeli Athietic Bowl
At Orlando, Fla.
Clemson 40, Oklahoma
Texas Bowl
Houston
Arkansas 31, Texas 7

At Mempl
Texas A&M 45, W
u

M
ashvllle Telm.
Notre Dame 31,

I
Charlotte, N.C.
Georgia 37. Louisville 14
osters Farm Bowl
Atoanta Clara, Call
Slanford 45 Maryland 21
edn

sday, Dec. 31
Peach Bowl
At Atlanta
TCU 42, M|55|55\Fp| 3

¢ Glendal, A Am.
Boise State 38 Anzona 30

a den
Georgla Tech o) MlsswssTp\ State 34
hursda

omhac Bowl
a, Fla.
Wisconsin 34‘ TR, or
Bowi Ciassic
ey gtnn.'[exas
Michigan Stale 2, Baylor 41
Bowl
ando, Fla.

Missouri 33 anesota 17

asadena, Cal
Playof ks 50 OrEgun '59, Florida

Sugal

gar Bowl
At New Orleans
Playoff semifinal: Ohio State 42, Ala-
bama 35

Stat

Friday, Jan. 2

ort Worth, Texas
Houston 35 Pmsburgh 34
1xSlayer Bowl

fa
an A
UCLA 40, Kansas State 3|5
Bow

Dklahoma Slale 3% wasmngton 22
at

ham (Afa Bowl

Birmi
Florida 28, ast Carolina 20

t
Toledo (8-4) vs. Arkansas State (7-5)
Saturday, Jan. 10
of Honor Bowl

Medal
At Charleston, S.C.
American vs. National

on a{ Jan. 12 N
College Footbal ichampmnshm
Ohio State (13 1 vs Oregon 13-1)
an.
Eas( Wesl SKrlne Classic
At Sl. Petersburg, Fla.
East vs.

NFLPA colleg:al
At Carson, Calif

owl

National v5, American
Saturday, Jan. 24
Senior Bowl
At Mobile, Ala.
North vs. South
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‘GREG WAHL-STEPHENS/AP

The Hawks’ Paul Millsap, right, drives against the Trail Blazers’
Damian Lillard during the first half on Saturday in Portland, Ore.

Roundup

Hawks top Blazers
0 win 4th straight

The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — Even a
late threat from the Trail Blazers
didn’t rattle the steady Hawks.

Paul Millsap had 27 points and
Atlanta held off a late Portland
rally for a 115-107 victory Satur-
day for their fourth straight win.

Jeff Teague added 22 points and
the Hawks, playing the second
game of a back-to-back, improved
to 11-5 on the road, including six
straight wins away from home.

“We justkept saying, ‘Stay solid.
Keep playing our game, and let’s
go out and get this game,”” said
Kyle Korver, who added 14 points.
“And that’s what we did.”

The loss snapped a four-game
winning streak for the Trail
Blazers, who have lost just three
games at home this season. La-
Marcus Aldridge led Portland
with 30 points and 12 rebounds.

The Hawks led by as many as
20 points in the second half. But
trailing 106-96 with just under 3
minutes to go, Wesley Matthews
hit a three-pointer and Aldridge
added a layup.

Aldridge dunked to make it 109-
103 with 1:21 left, but the rally fell
short.

The Hawks were coming off a
98-92 victory at Utah on Friday,
which popped them into the top
spot in the Eastern Conference for
the first time since Dec. 27, 1997.

The victory improved the
Hawks to 8-2 over Western Con-
ference opponents.

“This is a tough place to play,”
Millsap said of Portland’s Moda
Center. “I've played here many
times over the years when I was
in Utah — I know how tough it is
to play here. The crowd gets into it
and the team feeds off the crowd.
Winning here says a lot about our
team.”

The Blazers got a hard-fought
102-97 overtime victory at home
against Toronto on Tuesday,
‘which extend their winning streak
at home to seven straight games.

With Matthews effectively
guarding Korver, the Blazers

jumped out to an 8-0 lead after
Matthews’ three-pointer. But
Atlanta went on an 18-3 run to
lead 29-20 at the end of the first
quarter.

“Great first few minutes, but
then I thought they did a really
good job of just taking us out of
our rhythm and making us play
too fast,” Aldridge said. “Their
defense made us uncomfortable
most of the night.”

Rockets 115, Heat 79: James
Harden scored 28 points, Dwight
Howard added 23 and host Hous-
ton rebounded quite nicely from
its most lopsided loss of the
season.

Coach Kevin McHale said his
team was “terrible” in a 111-83
loss at New Orleans on Friday But
the Rockets used a 19-point sec-
ond quarter from Howard to build
a double-digit lead against Miami,
and then put together a big run in
the third before coasting to their
biggest win of the season.

Nuggets 114, Grizzlies 85:
Ty Lawson scored 25 points,
rookie Jusuf Nurkic provided a
lift inside by blocking a career-
best five shots, and Denver ended
a three-game losing streak.

Spurs 101, Wizards 92: Cory
Joseph had 19 points and host San
Antonio overcame Washington’s
fast start to beat the Wizards for
the 17th straight time.

Clippers 127, 76ers 91: Chris
Paul had 24 points and 12 assists,
J.J. Redick added 17 points and
the host Clippers earned their
third consecutive victory.

Jazz 101, Timberwolves 89:
Trey Burke bounced back from
a horrendous shooting night to
score a season-high 28 points, and
the Jazz handed the Thost imber-
wolves their 11th straight loss.

Bulls 109, Celtics 104 (OT):
Pau Gasol had 29 points, 16 re-
bounds and five blocked shots,
leading host Chicago to the win.

Hornets 98, Magic 90: Kemba
Walker scored 30 points, and the
visiting Hornets stopped a five-
game losing streak.

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Pct GB
Toronto 7 -
Brooklyn 500 7%
oston 355 12
New York 03 20
Philadelphia 28 125 19%
Southeast Division
Atlanta 5 58—
Washington 2 11 667
Miami 420 412 1%
Oriando 3 24 381
Charlotte 124 314 15
N Central Division
Chicago 410 706
Cleveland 9 14 576 4%
Milwaukee 7 17 500
Indiana 3 21 382 11
Detroit 9 23281 1

Western Conference
Southwest Division

GB
Memphis 9 -
Dallas 410 . %
Houston 310 1
San Antonio 114 4
New Orleans 7 16 7
Northwest Division
portland 6 8 . -
Oklahoma City 7 17 9
Denver 420 12
Utah 12 2 14
Minnesota 5 21 20
Pacific Division
Golden State 6 5 .83 —
L.A. Clippers 3 11 676 4%
Phoenix 9 16 543 9
Sacramento 4 19 424 13
L.A. Lakers 0 23 303 17
riday’s games
Brooklyn 100, Orlando 98
Cleveland 91, Charlotte 87

New Orleans 111, Houston &
OKlanoma City 185, Washmgton 102
Indiana 94, Mil e 91
phoenix 112, Ph\lade\phla 9%
Atlanta 98, Utah
Gortion state 136, Toronto 105
Memphis 109, L.A. Lakers 106
uiday's games

Charlotte 98, Orlando
Chicago 109, Boston 104 or
Houston 115, Mia
DRl Minncaota o
San Antonio 101, Washmgton 92
Denver 114, Mem|
Atlanta 115 ortond 1
LA Clippers 127, pnnadelpn.a 91

's gam

Dallas at Cleveland

Indiana at L.A. Lakers
onday’s games

Cleveland at Phllade\phla

Charlotte at Bosmn

Dallas at Brooklyr

Washington at New Orleans

Denver at Minnesota

Indiana at Utah

L.A. Lakers at Portland

Atlanta at L.A. Clip)

Okiahoma Gity at Golden State

Saturday
Hawks 115 Trail Blazers 107

NTA — Carroll 4-8 3-6 11, Mlllsap
AT 27, Hortord 6-12 14 13, Tea

PORTLA|
dridge 14-25 2.2 30, Freeland 13
Lillard 7-18 0-1 16, Matthews 5-15 55 19,
Kaman 1-4 0-0 2, Blake 2-4 0-0 5, Crabbe
0-10-0 0, Wright 3-5 1-2 10, McCollum 2-5
0 0% Robinson 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 42-93 10~

Atlanta 29 23 31 32-115
Portland 20 29 26 32-107
Three-Point Goals—, Atlan 6-17 (Kor-
ver 4-9, Sefolosha 1-1, Antic 1-3, Millsap

(Matthews 4-11,  Wright 3-4, Lillare
2-6 Batum 2-7, Blake 1-2, McCollum 1-3).
ouled Out—None. Rebounds—Atlanta

52 (Sefolosha 12), Portland 50 (Aldrldge
12). Assists—Atlanta 17 (Teague 6), Port-
land 24 (Lillard 7). Total Fouls—Atlanta
15, Portland 23. A—19,829 (19,980).

Rockets 115, Heat 79

Deng 5-8 0-0 10, Andersen 2-2
024 Boen a1 & 815, Chalmers 1-20-03,

3-5 2-2 11, Harden 9-.
0-06, Smith 6-9 0-2 12, Brewer 3-7 22 11,
Papanikolaou 1-6 0-0 2, Canaan 2-42-3 8,
Dorsey 0-10-0 0. Totals 41822028115,
Houston za 33 21-115
Three-Point Goals—Miami4-17 (Chalm-
ers 1-1, Grang r 1-3, Ennis 1-3, Bosh 1-
wkins illiams 0-3), Houston 1.

ith o
|kc\a0u0 1, Mcne]unasu 1 Ariza 0- 3) Re-
bounds—Miami 40 (Deng,’ Whiteside 6),
ouston 57 (Howard 13). Assists—Miami
0 (Chalmers 5), chstonZI (Ariza 4). To-
la\ Fouls—Miami 18, Houston 18. Techni-
cals—Motiejunas. A—18,338 (18,023).

Eric Gav/AP

The Spurs’ Patty Mills, left, shoots over the Wizards’ Nene, center,
and Marcin Gortat on Saturday. The Spurs won 101-92.

Nuggets 114, Grizzlies 85

MEMPHIS — Allen 3-6 0-1 6, Leuer 5-8
0-0 10, Gasol 7-15 4-4 18, Conley 4-11 0-0

oro S Harris 12 0:02. Tata-ls 9558

-4
31114,

Memphis 2 16 22 25-85
Denver 32 17 34 31-114

Three-Point Goals—Memphis 2-14 (Ad-
ams 1-1, Lee 1-2, Conley 0-1, Calathes 0-1,
Leuer 0-1, Pondexter 0-2, Prince 0-2, Cart-

. Foule
0! mphis 42 (Koufos
3 Denver 55 (Faried 13): Assists— Mem:
phis 20 (Contey, Calathes 5, Denver 21
(Lawson 11). Total Fou\s—Memphls 20,
Denver 14. Technicals—Calathes, Gasol,
Memphis Coach Joerger 2, Nurkic, Den-
ver defensive three second. Flagrant
Fouls—Carter. A—16,350 (19,155).

Spurs 101, Wizards 92

WASI IGTON — Pierce 1-42-2 5, Nene
5-9 2-2 12 Gortat 6-10 0-2 12, Wall 7-13
1-2 15, Beal 6-12 1-2 15, Eutlerl7003,
Humphries 5-8 0-0 10, Porter 5-8 1-2 11,
Seraphin 4-81-19, MI”EI’O 30-0 0. Totals
40-82 8-13 92.

SAN ANTONIO — Belinelli 4-11 4-4 12,
Duncan 2-8 0-2 4, Splitter 7-8 2-2 15. Jo-
D\aw

00 15, Gin "81.25, Baynes 2-50-04,

Bonner 0- oo '06. Tutals 43 7s 118 do1,
Washington 15- 92
san Antonio i

Three-Point Goals—Washington 4-14
(Beal 2-3, Pierce 1-3, Butler 1-3, Gortat 0-
1, Porter 0-2, Wall 0-

washmgton 40 (Humphries 8), San Anto-

0 49 (Duncan 9). Assists—Washington
23 (Wall 8), San Antonio 27 (Ginobili 5).
Total Fouls—Washington 18, San Antonio
16. A—18,581 (18,797).

Bulls 109, Celtics 104 (0T)
TON — Green 4-18 3-3 11, Sullinger
8-17 0-0 16, Zeller 4-5 2-2 10, Bradley 8-
15 1-2 17, TurnEr 12-22 1-2 29, Wright 1-
30-02, Sm:
D. Pressey 2-] 7 0-0 5, Crowe
s 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 45-100 9-11 104.

Snen L 4 ey Totals 37 1002640 10,

2030 32104
ch:cagn 11 29 23 30 10-109
Three-Point Goals—Boston 5-17 (Turn-

n
Chlcago 19 (Noah 6). Total
ton 28, Chicago 14. A—21,820 (20,917).

Jazz 101, Timberwolves 89

UTAH — Hayward 4-13 0-09, Favors 5-9
5715, Gobert 5-7 3-6 13, Burke 10-16 4-6

08, Clas vans 3-4 2-29,
Murry 0:1.0:0 0. Fotals 38 551021 101
INESOTA — Muhammad 3-9 2-2

uhami
Voung 8127, Dieng 2.7 6.6 10, Lavine
3-6 2-2 8, Wiggins 8-15 3-3 20, Williams 8-
161-3.20, Daniels 0-8.0- 0-00, Bennett 3-7 0.0

7, Adrien 1-5 0-0 2, Hummel 2-4.0-0 5, Rob-
|nson 111-10-02. Totals 3486151889,

tah 30 24-101

anesola Z! zo 20 28— 89

Three-Point Goals—Utah 11-20 (Burke
&6 Clark 3-3, Evans 1.1, Ingles 1-2, Hay-

FouloUtah 16, Min-
13,702 (19,356).

Hornets 98, Magic 90
CHARLOTTE — Kldd Gilchrist 7-13 3-6
17, Zeller 3-5 6-8 12, Biyombo 0-0 0-0 0,
Walker 10-216- 7 30, Henderson 4-12 1-2 9,
Williams 4-8 1-19, Maxiell 1-3 1-2 3, Neal
5-11 E 6 16 Rcberts 1 4 U 0 2 Hairston

nesota 15. A—

ORL! o HarrlsS 152 3 18,0'Quinn
1-6 0-0 3 Vucevic 8-16 4-4 20, Payton 3-
ladipo 6-14 8-8 21, Frye 0-2 0-0
0, "Ridnour 1-5 23 4, Fournier 4-15 0:0°9,
B.Gordon 1-32-2 5, Marble 0-00-0 0, Ded-
mon 1:21-13. Totals 3387 20-21 90,

Charlott o 13 28-98
orlandn 36-90

Three Point Goals—charlutte 4-16

(wa cer_ 4 Roberts 0-1, Hairston 0-1,
, Williams 0-2, Neal 0-3),
orlando piY (

'Quinn 1
0 1-4, Fcurnler 177 dnour

F ye u P Nartis 0-3). Fouled Out-None
Rebounds Charlotte 59 (Kldd Gllchrlsl

), 0 47 (Harris 11). Assists—
char\otte 16 (walkers) Grlando 16 (Pay-
7). Total Fouls—Charlotte 15, Orlando
24 Technlcals Orlando _defensive three

second. A—15,274 (18,500).

Clippers 127, 76ers 91
PHILADELPHIA — Mbah a
4 14, Covington 9-15 1-2 23, Noel 3-! 12 1-2
7, Wroten 8-219-10 27, McDaniels 2-10 0-
24, Granto 1 12 1, Sampson 4-7 1-2 10,
02, Thomas 0-2 0-0 0, Aldemir
1-31-23. Tolals 32-79 18-26 91.
L.A. CLIPPERS — Barn 8027 Grif-

cl wes
7, Crawford 3-95-5 12 Bullock 341210,
Davis 2-2 4-4 8, Farmar 5-8 1-1 13, Udoh
22004, Cunmngnam 1-20-03. Totals 46-

85 2
[ adelpma 21 32 2 17-91
l. l: 28 26 39-127
Point Goals Ph\lade\Dhla 9-
25 (Ccvlngton 47 M ute 2-4,
Wroten 2-8, Samp: s 0-1,

Mebaniels 0-2. L, ~ Cllppers 1537 (Buil:
ook 3-4, paul’ 35 Redick 3-7, Farmar
9% Comningham 11, hawe: Cray
ford 15, Bamnes 15, Griffin So0-1 Fouted

one. Rebounds—Philadeiphia 50
Qoel 1s LA pers 50 (Jordan 10).
Assists—Philadeiphia 17 (Wroten 7), L.A.
Clippers 33 (Paul 12). Total Fouls—Phila-
Gehneee 38 TRl Glopors 19-R 15060
(19,060).
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Juuio CorTez/AP

New Jersey right wing Jaromir Jagr, right, scores a goal against
Philadelphia goalie Steve Mason during Saturday’s game in Newark,
N.J. Jagr, who turns 43 next month, became the oldest NHL player
to score a hat trick in the Devils’ 5-2 victory.

Roundup

Jagr oldest to
record hat trick

Almost 43, winger leads Devils past Flyers

The Associated Press

NEWARK, N.J. — A month shy
of 43, Jaromir Jagr is still setting
scoring records.

Jagr scored three times to pass
Gordie Howe and become the
oldest NHL player to record a hat
trick, leading New Jersey to a 5-2
victory over the Philadelphia Fly-
ers on Saturday night.

Jagr had his 15th career hat
trick, his first since March 26,
2006, against the Flyers while a
member of the New York Rang-
ers. Howe was 41 in 1969 when
he had a three-goal game.

The line of Jagr, Adam Hen-
rique and Scott Gomez combined
for four goals and eight points,
helping the Devils end a two-
game skid with their third victory
in 13 games (3-7-3).

Patrik Elias and Gomez also
scored, and Cory Schneider made
18 saves.

Andrew MacDonald and Vin-
cent Lecavalier scored for the
Flyers.

Predators 7, Kings 6 (OT):
Roman Josi scored 18 seconds
into overtime after Pekka Rinne
gave up three goals in the final
2:01 of regulation, and Nashville
eked out a wild victory over host
Los Angeles.

Mike Fisher and Colin Wilson
scored goals 1:22 apart in the
first period, Mattias Ekholm and
Mark Acrobello scored 1:41 apart
in the second, and the Predators
also got goals from Ryan Ellis and
Olli Jokinen in opening a 5-1 lead.
Rinne finished with 24 saves.

Blues 7, Sharks 2: T.J. Oshie
scored his second career hat trick

to move past the 100-goal mile-
stone in his career and St. Louis
ended a five-game road losing
streak by beating the Sharks.

Rangers 6, Sabres 1: Derick
Brassard, Chris Kreider and Rick
Nash scored power-play goals
2:32 apart in the first period, and
host New York rolled past slump-
ing Buffalo.

Canadiens 4, Penguins 1: Max
Pacioretty and David Desharnais
scored early in the first period
and visiting Montreal beat Pitts-
burgh to move into first place in
the Eastern Conference.

Carey Price stopped 30 shots
for his 22nd win of the season.

Stars 7, Wild 1: Vernon Fiddler
scored two goals and host Dallas
scored six or more goals in con-
secutive games for the first time
since 1997, beating Minnesota.

Coyotes 6, Blue Jackets 3:
Sam Gagner scored twice, Mar-
tin Hanzal had a goal and three
assists and host Phoenix rode a
rare big night on the power play
to a victory over Columbus.

Jets 5, Maple Leafs 1: Bryan
Little had a goal and two assists
to stretch his point streak to six
games and Michael Hutchinson
made 20 saves to help host Win-
nipeg beat Toronto.

Senators 3, Bruins 2 (OT):
Mike Hoffman scored for visiting
Ottawa to send it to overtime and
Bobby Ryan ended it 46 seconds
into the extra period.

Canucks 4, Red Wings 1:
Ryan Miller made 29 saves,
Henrik Sedin scored two empty-
netters to pass 200 goals for his
career and the host Vancouver
beat Detroit.

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Dis
GP G
Montreal 6 08
Tampa Bay 4 4 130 1(
Detroit 0 9 109
Toronto 1 3 130 1
Florida 7 9 84
Boston 9 5 103 1
Ottawa 7 16 7 100 101
Buffalo 0 14 3 771
i ivision
N.Y. Islanders 6 1 119 104
Pittsburgh 4 5 118 94
N.Y. Rangers 1 4 13 90
Washington 9 7 108 96
Columbus 6 3 92 116
Philadelphia 4 7 106 120
New Jersey 4 4 7 90 117
Carolina 3¢ 1 4 75 101
Western Conference
Central Division
P o7 Pt GF GA
Nashville 3 113 84
Chicago 2 119 81
St. Louis 3 118 99
Winnipeg 7 101 93
Dallas 4 5 15 119
Mlnnesota 5 4 104 106
Colorado 5 8 98 1
Pacific Division
aheim 6 56 111107
Vancouver 3 09
Los Angeles 9 47 112103
San Jose 5 45 106 103
Calgary 3 45 115105
Arizona 4 34 92 1.
Edmonton 9 25 83133

OTE: Two points for a win, one pomt
for overtime \oss

Colorado 2, Edmomon 150
Florida 2, Buffal
Montreal 4, New Jersey 2
Pittsburgh 6, Tampa Bay 3
Carolina 2, Philadelphia 1
Minnesota 3, Toronto 1
Islanders 2, Calgary 1
Anaheim 4, St. Lo
turday's games

ttawa 3, Boston 2 (OT)
Nashvilie 7, Los Angeles 6 (OT)
New Jersey 5, Philadelphia 2
N.Y. Rangers 6, Buffalo 1
Montreal 4, Pittsburgh 1
Winnipeg 5, Toronto 1

Dallas 7, Minnesota 1
Arizona 6, Columbus 3
Vancouver 4, Detroit 1
st. Louis 7, San Jose 2

unday’s games
Boston at Carolina
Florida at Washington

Columbus at Colorado
Nashville at Anaheim
N.Y. Islander:

Arizona 6, Blue Jackets 3
Columbus
Arizona -6
First Period—1, Anzona‘ Rleder5 (Kor-
pikoski, Chlpchura). :

Socond Bortod—s, Sollimbus, Tyutin 1
(skille, S.Collins), 2:35. 3, Columbus, Wis-
n| wski 3 (Dubinsky, Foligno), 4:39 (pp).

Arizona, Ekman-Larsson 10 (Hanzal,
vand\e). 6:33 (pp). 5, Arizona, Gagner 6
(Hanzal, Ekman-| Larsson), 18:33 (pp) 6,
Arlzona Hanzal 7 (Gagnen Erat), 19:17.

‘Arizona, cﬁnpcnura
Arizona, Gagner 7
3 (pp). 9, Columbus,

1-1

( er), 7
dvancre, Hanza, s
Johansén 11, 19:00

Shots on ‘Goal—
Arizona 11 853,

play opportunities—Columbus
izor

Columbus, Bobrovsky 14-10-

2 (31 shots S ey, MaBiindy. (5105
3); Arizona, St 6-15-2 (26-23).

e 5 T

Devils 5, Flyers 2

olumbus 8-10-8—26.

Philadelphia 01 1=2
New Jersey 3 2 0-5
First Period—1, New Jersey, Jagr 7

(Henrigue), 1 New Jersey, Elias 5
(Haviat, TZajac), 1642 (pp). 3. New Jer:
sey,Jagi § (Goméz, Greene), i8:56.
Period=—d, New' Jersey, Go-

3 (Henrlque Larsson), s. . New
Jersey, Jagr 9 (Gomez, Helge: :32.
6, Philadel Dhla, MacDonal 2 (B Schenn,

ird Per mladelphla Lecava-
I|er7(MacDonaId Del Zotto), 5:59 (pp).
Gi delphla 5-11-4—

s—Philadel-

w Jersey 1 of 3.
ies—Philadelphia, Emery 7-6-1 (10
-7 saves), Mason (0:00 second, 8-6).
New Jersey, Schneider 13-18-4 (20-
A—15,066 (17,625). T—2:25.

Rangers 6, Sabres 1

Buffalo
N Rangers

First ri
D.Brassard 10 (S S, BO)
3 NY. Rangers. Krelder
Donagh),

e Vonie: Basear
[hA Rangers, Boyle’3 (Nashs Sucearalios,

| &
angers Nasn

s d Period—5, N.Y. Rangers, Hage-
lin 8 (Hunwlck Kleln), 2:26. 6, Buffalo,
Stafford 6 (Benoit), 2:48. 7, N.Y. Rangers,
Fast 3 (Hayes), 15/

hots on Gnal—Buffan 10-9-6—25. N.Y.
Rangers 11-18-10—.

Senators 3, Brums 2(0om

Ottawa 11 1-3
anl n 11 0-2
Period— 1, Ottawa, Turris 8

(MacArthur) 12:33,
3, Bostor, Marchand 11
(Krejciy Eriksson), 10:35. 4, Ottawa, Hoff-
man 13 (Gryba), 1845,

Overtime—5, Ottawa, Ryan 11 (Karls-

, Boston, Krug 8

n), :44.
Shots on_Goal—Ottawa 7-9-9-1—26.
Boston 9-13-6-0—28.
ower-play olwortu
afs Bosmn 1 of

les—Ottawa 0

Anderson 10-9-5 (28
G “saves). Boston, Rask 15-10-5

\—17,565 (17,565). T—2:27.

Blues 7, Sharks 2

st. Louis
sanjose
iod—1, St. Louis, Oshie 8 (Steen,
ShationKrG, 1145 3. San jose, Karisson 3
(Goodrow, Tennyson), , San Jose,
Pavelski 20 (Hertl, Burns), 18:2. 4, St. Lou-
is, Steen 10 (stastny, Oshie), 1
nd Peri Louis, Oshie 9
(Stoon, Guhnarsson, 5326, St Louis,
Shattenkirk 7 (.schwartz, Tarasenko),

“Third Period—7, St. LoulS,JSchwartz 12
(Steen Shattenkirk), 1:17 (pp). 8, St. Louis,

, Oshie 10 (Shat-
tenk|rk Stastny), 9:16 (pp:
Goal-st.Lowa 16-89—33.San
Jose 8-6-6—
Power-play onportnmt
of

of 4; San Jose 0
Goalies—St. Elliott 9-5-1_ (20
15-9-4

s—St. Louis 2

Louis,

shots-18 saves;

(27-21), Stalock (4:58
A—17,562 (17, 562) T—2:34.

Canucks 4, Red ngs 1

Detroit 0 1-1
Vancouver a 13-4

Second Period—1, agancouver, Edler 4
(H.Sedin, D.Sedin), 1:48 (pp).

Third Period—2, Vancouver, Vrbata 16,
10:49 (pp). 3, Detroit, Tatar 16 (Nyquist,
DeKeyser), 1 /ancouver, H.Sedin 7
(D. Sed\ , Edler), 18:09 (en). 5, Vancouver,
H. sedm 8 (D Sedm), 1928 (en).

Detroit 7-11-12—30.

vancouver S- 7 Bova,

s—Detroit 0

Goalies—Detrojt, Howard 15-7-7 (22
shots-20 saves). Vancouver, R-Miller 20-

Power-play iffalo 0
of 3; Rangers 3 of 4.
h 3-10-1

onday's game
San Jose at Winnipeg
Tuesday’s games
Buffalo at New Jersey
Ottawa at Philadelphia
Tampa Bay at Montreal
Carolina at Nashville

Detroit at Edmonton
N.Y. Islanders at Vancouver

Saturday
Predators 7, Kings 6 (0T)

Nashville 12117
Los Angeles 0-6
—1, Los A geles, Greene

3 Qe arae 3 2 Raehetles P &

Uosi, Weber), 4:54. 3, Nashville, Wilson
11 (Stalberg), 6:16. 4, Nashville, Ellis 4

(R\bewro Sones), 5:43 (Dﬁ
Nashville, Ekholm 2

erlod—

(Sm\th Ellis; ashvl\le Arcobello
8§ (Wilson, vo\chenkov), :5

geles. Martinez 4 (Brown, Mca |n) 529
8, Los Angeles, King 6 (Muzzin, Kopitar),

Third period—o, Nashuille, Jokinen
3 (Bourque, Gaustad), 8 s_An-
Jeled RS o Mauain, Kopitar). 3758,
IL Los Angeles, Gabotik B Martinez,
Doughty), 18:56, 12, Los Andeles, Carter
11 opitar, Martinez), 1

—13, Nashvilie, Josi 6 (Fors-

verti
ber Rlbelrc)
lots on Goal-Nasthle 10-8-6-1—25.
Los Angeles 6-10-14-0:
ower-play oppnnu
10f2; Los Angeles
Goalies: hwlle‘ Rinne 2562 30
shots-243 saves) Los Angeles. ?ulck 9-6),
M.Jones 3-3-2 (9:43 flrs( 16- 1
A-—18,230 (18,118). T

s—Nashville

Winnipeg 5, Maple Leafs 1
Toronto l 0
wmnlve!

ond Period—1, Toronto, Santorelh
9 (van Riemsdyk Phaneuf), 2:1¢ W
nipeg, Galiardi 1 (Byfuglien}, 3:
nibeg, Halischuk 2 (Chiarot: tade: 8
4‘ W\nnlpeg, Byfuglien 9 (Wheeler, lee),

-1

Third Per 5, Winnipeg, Little 15
Pareaul et 337 (B & Winnipes,
Chiarot 1 (ittie). 1

ots on Goal—Toronto 6-7-8-21.
winnipeg 10-17-1

uvirt ©

oSS Saves), EMroth (1234 firat 30290

N, Rangers, Lundauist 15-8:3 (zs

A—18,006 (18,006). T—2:2
Stars 7, Wild 1

01 0-1

15 1-7
d—1, Dallas, Fiddler 3 (Cole,

Dallas, Sceviour

/ane} (DE) 7, Dal
las, RousseIQ(G rbutt, Slekei ), 17: 41
i iod—8, Dallas, Ritchie 2

(Moen, Oleksmk). 18:32.
he Minnesota 5-11-6—22.

ies—Minnesota

s—Minnesota, Kuemper 13-12-
0 (21 shots-17 saves), Backstrom (8:56
second, 14-11). Dallas, Lehtonen 17
(22:21).

A—18,532 (18,532). T—2:40.

8-1(30-29).

A=18,870 (18,910). T—2:27.

Canadiens 4, P ins 1
Montreal 2 1 1-4
Pitisburgh 10 0-1

dod—1, M ntreal, Paciorelly
: 2 M

3 Pmsburgh Perron & (Crosby, Dowme).

Second Period—4, Montreal, Gilbert 2
(Pacioretty, Subban), 1:49.
Third Perio —5 Montreal,
(EIIer,SekaC)v
n Goal—Montreal 8-13-12—33.
Pittaburgh 11 1o-1
Power-play 0Dpofrtnnltles —Montreal

pi
0of4; Plttsbur h
0al ntreal, Price 22-9-1 (31
Sh"gs 30 Savesy. Pittsburgh, Fleury 20-7-

29).
A—18,630 (18,387). T—2:27.
Scoring leaders

Emelin 1

Through Jan. 3

GP G A PTS
Jakub Voracek, Phi 5
Ivlers 26 20
Evgen 39 17 26 43
E1250e Crou. phi 38 13 30 43
Ryan Getzlaf, Anh 39 13 30 43
Sidney Crosby, Pit 36 11 32 43

ower-play Toronto 0
of 4; Winnipeg 1 of 5.
Goalies—Toronto,

o Reimer 6-7-0 (40
hots-35 saves). Winnipeg, Hutchinson
10-3-2 (21

21-20).
A=15,016 (15,004). T=2:31.

Jae C. Hone/AP

The Predators’ Colin Wilson, left, shoots during Saturday’s game
against the Kings. Nashville won 7-6 in overtime.
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Commentary

CFP exceeds expectations

By PauL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

Midway through the first Col-
lege Football Playoff, one thing
really stands out.

Why did it take so long for this
to happen?

The two semifinal games pro-
duced record TV ratings, packed
stadiums, plenty of social media
chatter and a bit of controversy.
There’s no reason to think Or-
egon and Ohio State won’t give us
another thrilling contest to finish
off a memorable season when the
national championship is decided
Jan. 12 at Arlington, Texas.

So, in a sport that moves at a
glacial pace, let’s go ahead and
start talking about how to expand
this thing. Eight teams is a must.
Sixteen would be even better,
though that would probably re-
quire more radical changes than
anyone is willing to accept at the
moment.

Until then, the four-team sys-
tem isn’t too shabby.

Oregon wiped out defending
national champion Florida State
59-20 in the Rose Bowl, snapping
the Seminoles’ 29-game winning
streak. Ohio State upset top-
seeded Alabama 42-35 in a thrill-
ing Sugar Bowl, heading to the
title game behind a quarterback
(Cardale Jones) who was a third-
stringer back in August.

“You get to see the two best
teams playing for it all,” Ohio
State linebacker Darron Lee said.
“I’'m glad the playoff system is in-
tact now.”

So are we.

With apologies to Big 12 co-
champions TCU and Baylor, both
of which could certainly make a
case for being part of the playoff,

Bowl season ends SEC’s dominance —

By JoHN ZENOR
The Associated Press

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — It was
bound to happen.

BCS or playoff, the Southeast-
ern Conference’s run of playing
in the national championship
game had to end eventually. That
aura of invincibility and superi-
ority that vexed other teams and
fans inevitably would fade, too.

Four losses over two humbling
days took care of that — for the
moment, at least. It might be a
short-term blip, a down season
for a conference replacing star
quarterbacks Johnny Manziel,
Aaron Murray and AJ McCarron
whatever the lofty early and mid-
season rankings indicated.

“The bottom line is everybody
gets tired of the SEC because
they’ve lifted up seven crystal
balls out of eight seasons,” said
CBS Sports college football ana-
lyst Houston Nutt, a former Mis-
sissippi and Arkansas coach.
“They’ve been there. The SEC
wasn’t as good this year. You look

there’s little doubt the new sys-
tem has worked better than even
its biggest supporters could’ve
predicted.

W The television ratings were
off the charts, with ESPN report-
ing the two-largest audiences in
cable television history for the
semifinals. The Sugar Bowl av-
eraged 28.271 million viewers,
while the less-competitive Rose
Bowl wasn't far behind with
28.164 million. Look for even big-
ger numbers from the title game.

® The Rose Bowl drew a crowd
of more than 91,000, though Flor-
ida State had trouble selling its
allotment of tickets because it
had also played in Pasadena the
year before; many Seminoles
fans were saving their money for
a title game that never material-
ized. The Sugar Bowl had its larg-
est turnout in eight years (74,682)
and an electric atmosphere, with
what appeared to be a near-even
split between Ohio State and Ala-
bama fans.

® The banana-peel fumble by
Florida State quarterback Jameis
Winston was a huge hit on social
media, giving his many detrac-
tors a chance to poke fun at the
quarterback who kept getting in
and out of trouble during his time
in Tallahassee. Our favorite: the
Vine in which Lance Stephen-
son’s exhale into LeBron James’
ear was edited to make it look as
though he was blowing over Win-
ston, whose comical play resulted
in an Oregon touchdown.

® The Sugar Bowl was the bet-
ter game, but the Rose Bowl pro-
duced more water cooler topics.
Florida State coach Jimbo Fisher
was caught on the sideline threat-
ening to bench Winston if he
didn’t calm down. Several Oregon

BRYNN ANDERSON/AP

Alabama’s Sugar Bowl loss
means the Southeastern
Conference won’t have a

in the national championship for
the first time in nine years.

at the quarterbacks that gradu-
ated last year. The bottom line is
the SEC wasn’t as good this year
as in years past.”

One year after ACC power
Florida State ended the SEC’s

players did a tacky rendition of
Florida State’s tomahawk chant,
substituting the words “no means
no” in reference to sexual assault
allegations against Winston and
leading to a hasty apology.

Some coaches expressed wor-
ries about the wear-and-tear on
their players, especially for the
two teams that will wind up play-
ing 15 games — nearly the length
of an NFL season. But there was
ample time for rest leading up to
both the semifinals and final, and
having an extra round before the
championship figures to improve
the quality of play in the biggest
game of all.

Under the old BCS system, you
might remember, there was a
huge gap between the end of the
regular season and the champi-
onship game. That led to forget-
table contests such as Auburn’s
22-19 victory over Oregon in
2011, the second-lowest scoring
game of the season for both teams
instead of the expected shootout,
two of the nation’s most dynamic
offenses clearly thrown off by a
37-day layoff.

That shouldn’t be a factor in
Arlington, featuring two teams
that just combined for 101 points
on New Year’s Day.

There are certainly issues with
this new system, in which six
major bowls rotate the semifinals
on an every-three-years basis.
The other four bowls are guaran-
teed an attractive game, but being
an also-ran resulted in an awful
turnout for Georgia Tech’s victory
over Mississippi State in the Or-
ange Bowl, while the Peach Bowl’s
17-year sellout streak ended with
TCU’s thumping of Ole Miss.

The other four bowls would
surely be better off with a quar-

run of seven straight BCS titles,
Ohio State toppled No. 1 Alabama
42-35 in the Sugar Bowl to ad-
vance to the championship game
against Oregon.

That came hours after Wiscon-
sin beat Auburn in overtime in
the Outback Bowl and a day after
Mississippi and Mississippi State
got roughed up in their games.

Florida’s Urban Meyer started
the run of domination in the 2006
season by blasting Ohio State.
Fast forward: Ohio State’s Urban
Meyer won his latest classic show-
down with Alabama’s Nick Saban
that dealt the SEC another body
blow.

The SEC West that once domi-
nated the Top 10, and had four
playoff contenders much of the
season, went 0-4 on Wednesday
and Thursday.

The seven-team SEC West fin-
ished 2-5 in bowl play, with the
victories coming from sixth-place
Texas A&M and last-place Arkan-
sas. The SEC is 7-5 overall in the
postseason, with Florida beating
East Carolina on Saturday in the

Lenny laNeLzi/AP

Oregon linebacker Tony Washington, right, knocks the ball out of
Florida State quarterback Jameis Winston’s hands and scores a
touchdown during the second half of the Rose Bowl.

terfinal round in their non-semi-
final seasons — played around
Christmas Day — than they are
with games that have no impact
on the national championship.
But adding another layer to the
playoffs would make it even more
expensive for a team’s fans to
travel to all the games, so it might
be better to play the opening
round at the campuses of the four
highest-seeded teams.

Those are issues we need to
start discussing.

But at least we have a playoff.

Birmingham Bowl.

“I guess you could call this
a mediocre year,” Florida line-
backer Mike Taylor said. “You're
going to get scrutinized about it.
We want to go out there and get
a victory not only for the confer-
ence but for each other.”

None of what happened in re-
cent days disproves that claim
necessarily for a league that
routinely reels in highly ranked
recruiting classes and delivers
more talent to the NFL than any
other. It is indicative that it’s no
longer a closed issue, however.

For every Amari Cooper and
Dak Prescott, other leagues coun-
tered with stars such as Oregon
Heisman Trophy winner Marcus
Mariota and Wisconsin tailback
Melvin Gordon.

The two-day purge at least laid
to rest the perception that other
leagues’ top teams just can’t mea-
sure up to the SEC’s best.

After all, the same Wisconsin
team that beat Auburn was drilled
59-0 by Ohio State in the Big Ten
championship game. Saban was

Two teams played their way into
the title game, instead of rely-
ing on some convoluted ranking
system.

Under the BCS, Ohio State’s
season would have been over. In-
stead, the Buckeyes get a shot at
aftitle.

“It’s good for college football,”
coach Urban Meyer said. “We’re
part of history.”

Paul Newberry is a national writer for
The Associated Press. Write to him at

pnewberry@ap.org or on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/pnewberry1963

for now

already a Buckeyes believer.

“I thought they were a very un-
derrated team by everybody in
terms of how people thought about
them, especially the way they
played against Wisconsin and the
way they played later in the year,”
said the Tide coach, who has
brought the SEC three national
titles at Bama and one at LSU.

The “SECis Best” chatter clear-
ly has worn on other teams and
conferences. Georgia Tech coach
Paul Johnson figured Wednes-
day’s 49-34 win over Mississippi
State earned a reprieve of sorts.

“For a week or so we won’t have
to hear about the SEC,” Johnson
said.

The SEC presumably will re-
main a big target in coming sea-
sons however this one ended.

“There’s jealousy there be-
cause they want their team to
win and they get tired of hearing
about the SEC,” Nutt said. “Ev-
erybody gears up. They want to
beat the SEC. To win those seven
national titles out of eight, that’s a
heck of a run.”
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Birmingham Bowl

Big plays help Florida
get by East Carolina

By JonN ZENOR
The Associated Press

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — The
Florida Gators got big plays from
star cornerback Vernon Harg-
reaves III, quarterback Treon
Harris and two of their lesser
known teammates.

Harris threw an 86-yard scoring
pass tomostly unheralded receiver
Ahmad Fulwood, and Hargreaves
intercepted a pass in the end zone
late to preserve Florida’s 28-20
victory over East Carolina on Sat-
urday in the Birmingham Bowl.

The big plays helped the Gators
(7-5) finish a disappointing season
with a winning record while new
coach Jim McElwain was among
the spectators. Brian Poole also
scored on a 29-yard interception
return and Florida’s defense re-
peatedly turned East Carolina’s
high-powered offense away from
the end zone.

“Words can’t describe how I feel
about these guys as a team,” inter-
im head coach D.J. Durkin said.
“I’'m so happy for our players to go
get that win.”

Redshirt freshman running

back Adam Lane was chosen the
game’s MVP after rushing 16
times for 109 yards and a touch-
down with Matt Jones sidelined
with a shoulder injury. He had
only eight carries coming into the
game, all in two lopsided wins.

Shane Carden was 34 of 66 for
427 yards for the Pirates (8-5), but
Hargreaves’ pick with 1:20 left
ended his day. It was a school re-
cord for passing attempts and the
most-ever thrown against Florida.

Harris left late in the third quar-
ter with what Durkin described as
an elbow injury and was replaced
by former starter Jeff Driskel.

Driskel ran for a first down on
a third-down play on the final
drive to allow Florida to run out
the clock.

Durkin took over for the bowl
game after Will Muschamp’s
firing.

East Carolina came in averaging
37.2 points a game, but managed
only a field goal in the fourth quar-
ter, failing to cash in on a number
of flirtations with the end zone.

“Coming into this game, people
probably didn’t think it would be
this close,” Pirates coach Ruffin
MecNeill said. “We had opportuni-
ties that we just didn’t take advan-
tage of.”

Justin Hardy finished with 11
catches for 160 yards and Cam
Worthy gained 130 yards on eight
catches.

Carden’s take on the offense:
“We ran 101 plays, put up a ton of
offensive yards, but we just need-
ed to execute more. We should
have had that touchdown, but an
interception in the end zone can’t
happen.”

Butch DiLL/AP

Florida players dunk Gators interim coach D.J. Durkin after they
defeated East Carolina 28-20 in the Birmingham Bowl on Saturday

in Birmingham, Ala.

REVOLUTIONIZING Tire Buying since 1979°
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Daniel Cormier, left, punches champion Jon Jones during
on Saturday in Las Vegas. Jones won the fight by i

three judges’ scorecards.

UFC 182

JoN LocHer/AP

their |i§_|t_ heavywelght title bout at UFC 182

Cormier 49-46 on all

Jones outpoints Cormier

Light heavyweight champ retains title over Olympian

By LANCE PUGMIRE
Los Angeles Times

LAS VEGAS — Jon Jones was
true to his long-ago guess.

The UFC light-heavyweight
champion can indeed take down
former Olympic wrestler Daniel
Cormier.

And by doing so on at least three
occasions in the fourth round,
Jones set himself apart from the
previously unbeaten challenger
en route to gaining a unanimous-
decision triumph over Cormier
on Saturday night in UFC 182 at
the MGM Grand.

The three judges each scored it
49-46 in the champion’s favor.

“All the (stuff Cormier) talks, it
motivated me,” Jones said after-
ward in the octagon. “I'm sorry if
I'm being classless, but right now
I do not like Daniel Cormier.”

By winning his 12th straight
UFC fight and successfully de-
fending his belt for the eighth

—

‘I’m sorry if ’'m being classless, but right
now | do not like Daniel Cormier. ?

Jon Jones

UFC light heavyweight champion, after defeating Cormier on Saturday

consecutive time, Jones (21-1)
settled a long-festering feud with
Cormier, a former Strikeforce
heavyweight champion.

Jones chafed Cormier (15-1)
more than four years ago by dis-
missing him upon an introduction,
telling Cormier he’d bet he could
take down Cormier in a fight.

The words stewed and created a
toxic tension between the two, in-
cluding an August on-stage brawl
at a news conference. Cormier
kept the fire ignited by wearing a
“Break Bones” T-shirt this week,
areference to Jones’ nickname.

Jones  afterward declared
himself, “Unbroken, and still

INSTALL

(champion).”

In earlier action, it was a good
night for Donald Cerrone.

The veteran took a major step
to be next in line to UFC cham-
pion Anthony Pettis’ just-an-
nounced March 14 defense in
Dallas against Rafael dos Anjos
by winning a unanimous decision
over previously unbeaten Myles
Jury of San Diego.

Ranked No. 4 in the division, the
31-year-old Cerrone (26-6) sealed
his win over Jury (15-1) with a
kick to the face early in the third
round. He then closed the deal by
getting Jury down and subjecting
him to multiple kicks to the legs.

TIRE RACK
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BiL. KosTRoun/AP

Seton Hall’s Khadeen Carrington, right, strips the ball from

in Newark, N.J. The

Pinkston on
Pirates boppled Ihe No. 6 Wildcats in overtime 66-61.

Seton Hall stuns
No. 6 Villanova

Pirates hand Wildcats first loss of season

By Tom CANAVAN
The Associated Press

NEWARK, N.J. — Seton Hall
is back with the best in the Big
East Conference.

Freshman Khadeen Car-
rington hit a go-ahead, spinning
layup with 1:38 to play in over-
time and Seton Hall knocked off
its second ranked foe this week,
defeating No. 6 Villanova 66-61
on Saturday.

The Pirates (12-2, 2-0 Big East)
upset No. 15 St. John’s on Wednes-
day and came back to deny Villa-
nova coach Jay Wright his 300th
win with the Wildcats (13-1, 1-
10), prevent them from setting a
school record for wins to start the
season.

“The fact that we were able to
prove ourselves and beat two top
15 teams in the country, I think it
shows a lot about us,” said Pirates
point guard Sterling Gibbs, who
scored 20 points. “We really stuck
together. We’re a young team, but
at the same time we’re really tal-
ented and really tough.”

The Pirates also won despite
having the highly talented Isaiah
Whitehead sidelined for a third
straight game with a foot injury.
Fellow freshman Angel Degado
was limited to four points and 15
minutes by foul problems.

“We knew we were a good
team,” said Carrington, who
scored a career-high 17 points.
“But it showed that we are get-
ting better.”

Daniel Ochefu had a career
day for Villanova with 19 points
and 24 rebounds, personal bests.
Darrun Hilliard added 14 points
before fouling out.

Carrington’s drive gave Seton

Hall a 62-61 lead. After Ryan
Arcidiacono missed a drive at
the other end, he added two free
throws with 22.5 seconds to go
after the Pirates got an offensive
rebound following Sterling Gibbs’
three-point attempt.

“It was a great college basket-
ball game, man. It was fun to be a
part of it. Great atmosphere, out-
standing players, plays,” Wright
said. “Seton Hall just got us at the
end. “

There were four ties in the final
six minutes, with neither team
leading by more than two points
after Gibbs tied the game with an
off-balance three-pointer.

Seton Hall, which opened the
game with a 17-3 spurt, took a
58-56 lead with 1:01 to play when
Carrington drove the lane for a
layup.

Kris Jenkins tied the game for
Villanova, hitting two free throws
with 37 seconds to play.

Both teams had a chance to win
in the final seconds. Gibbs had a
drive roll around the rim in the
final 10 seconds, and Hilliard
had a good look from three-point
range bound off the front rim at
the buzzer.

The foul-marred game had an
ugly incident early in the second
half. Villanova’s Josh Hart kicked
Seton Hall’'s Angel Delgado in
the shin as the big man went to
retrieve a loose ball, leaving him
writhing in pain.

The officials reviewed the vid-
eotape about 15 seconds after the
incident and assessed a flagrant
foul against Hart. Gibbs took the
first free throws and made them,
but the officials then ruled Del-
gado had to take the shots and he
missed both.

Top 25 roundup

Cavs survive Miami in 20T

The Associated Press

CORAL GABLES, Fla. — No.
3 Virginia squandered a 19-point
first-half lead and then came
from behind in both extra periods
to remain unbeaten with an 89-80
victory over Miami.

Virginia never led in the first
OT, but the Cavaliers’ Justin An-
derson made three free throws
with 20 seconds left. He sank a
game-tying three-pointer with 15
seconds remaining to force the
second extra period.

Anderson gave the Cavaliers
their first lead of the extra peri-
ods when he scored with 3:41 to
go in the second overtime, and
they pulled away from there.

The Cavaliers (13-0, 1-0 At-
lantic Coast Conference) are off
to their best start since 1980-81.
Miami (10-4, 0-1 ACC) lost for the
fourth time in the past six games.

No. 2 Duke 85, Boston Col-
lege 62: Freshman Jahlil Oka-
for scored a career-high 28 points
for the host Blue Devils.

Quinn Cook added 15 points to
help Duke (13-0, 1-0) win their At-
lantic Coast Conference opener.

Olivier Hanlan finished with 22
points for the Eagles (7-5, 0-1).

No. 7 Gonzaga 87, Portland
75: Kevin Pangos and Prezemek
Karnoski scored 21 points each to
lead the visiting Bulldogs past the
Pilots.

Gary Bell Jr. added 12 points to
help the Bulldogs (14-1, 3-0 West
Coast) win their seventh straight.

South Carolina 64, No. 9 lowa
State 60: Duane Notice scored 15
points and the Gamecocks picked
up its first win over a top-10 team
in nearly five years by nearly
holding the Cyclones without a
three-pointer for the first time in
over seven years in a victory at
Barclays Center.

No. 10 Oklahoma 73, No. 22
Baylor 63: TaShawn Thomas
scored 24 points to help the host
Sooners beat the Bears.

Thomas, a senior who trans-
ferred from the University of
Houston before the season, made
11 of 17 shots and grabbed eight
rebounds.

No. 11 Texas 70, Texas Tech
61: Javan Felix scored 15 points
and Jonathan Holmes added 14 to
lead the visiting Longhorns over
the Red Raiders in each team’s
Big 12 opener.

Holmes became the 34th play-
er in Texas history to score 1,000
points.

No. 12 Maryland 70, Minne-
sota 58: Melo Trimble scored 20
points, and the Terrapins used a
strong defensive performance
to beat the Golden Gophers in
Maryland’s inaugural Big Ten
home game.

Dez Wells added 12 points,
seven rebounds and four assists,
and sophomore Damonte Dodd
had a career-high 12 rebounds
for the Terrapins (14-1, 2-0), who
have won seven straight.

No. 14 Notre Dame 83, Geor-
gia Tech 76, 2 OT: Jerian Grant
scored 24 points to lead the host
Fighting Irish to a comeback win
in double overtime over the Yel-
low Jackets.

Avan Diaz/AP

Miami guard Davon Reed, right, drives around Virginia forward
Anthony Gill during Saturday’s game in Coral Gables, Fla. The
Cavaliers won 89-80 in double overtime.

Gerry BroomE/AP

Duke’s Jahlil Okafor shoots as
Boston College’s Dennis Clifford
defends Saturday in Durham,
N.C. Okafor scored 28 points in
the Blue Devil's 85-62 win.

After not scoring in the first
half, Steve Vasturia added 17
points for Notre Dame (14-1,
2-0 ACC), which won its 10th
straight.

Butler 73, No. 15 St. John's
69: Kellen Dunham scored a
season-high 28 points, including

a pivotal three-pointer with just
more than 2 minutes left that
helped the Bulldogs hold off the
host Red Storm.

No. 17 West Virginia 78,
TCU 67: Gary Browne sparked
the visiting Mountaineers with
16 points while leading scorer
Juwan Staten watched from the
bench with an illness as West Vir-
ginia opened Big 12 Conference-
play with a win over the Horned
Frogs.

No. 19 North Carolina 74,
Clemson 50: Justin Jackson
scored 13 points, Kennedy Meeks
had 12 points and 12 rebounds
and the Tar Heels opened Atlan-
tic Coast Conference play with a
victory over the host Tigers.

North Carolina (11-3) led by 20
points in the first half en route
to their seventh straight victory
over the Tigers — and 17th in the
past 18 meetings in the series.

No. 20 Ohio State 77, lllinois
61: D’Angelo Russell scored 22
points, including eight during a
decisive 15-0 second-half run, to
lead the host Buckeyes past the
Illini.

New Mexico 66, No. 24 Colo-
rado 53: Reserve guard Sam
Logwood scored 15 points on per-
fect shooting to help the Lobos
hand the visiting Rams its first
loss of the season.

No. 25 Georgetown 76,
Creighton 61: Freshmen L.J.
Peak, Tre Campbell and Paul
‘White combined for 37 points for
the Hoyas and Georgetown de-
feated the visiting Bluejays.
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SPORTS BRIEFS

Longtime ESPN anchor Scott d

JOHN SHEARER, INVISION/AP

ESPN sportscaster Stuart Scott, known
for his enthusiasm and ubiquity, died
Sunday after a long fight with cancer. He
was 49.

Briefly

Teen Shiffrin wins
2nd straight slalom

jes at 49

TV broadcaster known for ‘boo-ya’ battled cancer since 2007

The Associated Press

BRISTOL, Conn. — Stuart Scott, the
longtime “SportsCenter” anchor and ESPN
personality known for his enthusiasm and
ubiquity, died Sunday. He was 49.

Scott had fought cancer since a diagno-
sis in late 2007, the network said, but re-
mained dedicated to his craft even as he
underwent chemotherapy, radiation and
surgery.

ESPN President John Skipper said in a
statement that Scott was “a true friend and
a uniquely inspirational figure” and that
his “energetic and unwavering devotion to
his family and to his work while fighting
the battle of his life left us in awe, and he
leaves a void that can never be replaced.”

Scott accepted the Jimmy V Persever-
ance Award at the ESPYs in July. During
his speech, he told his teenage daughters:
“Taelor and Sydni, I love you guys more
than I will ever be able to express. You two
are my heartbeat. I am standing on this

stage here tonight because of you.”

Born in Chicago, Scott attended high
school in North Carolina. After graduating
from the University of North Carolina in
1987, Scott worked at three TV stations in
the southern U.S. before joining ESPN for
the 1993 launch of its ESPN2 network. He
often anchored the 11 p.m. “SportsCenter,”
where he would punctuate emphatic high-
lights with “Boo-ya!” or note a slick move
as being “as cool as the other side of the
pillow.”

Scott went on to cover countless major
events for the network, including the Super
Bowl, NBA finals, World Series and NCAA
Tournament. He also interviewed Presi-
dent Barack Obama, joining him for a tele-
vised game of one-on-one. In 2001, Scott
returned to Chapel Hill as the university’s
commencement speaker.

Scott was first diagnosed with cancer in
November 2007 after he had to leave the
“Monday Night Football” game between
Miami and Pittsburgh to have his appen-

dix removed. Doctors discovered a tumor
during surgery. He underwent chemother-
apy again in 2011.

Scott made a point of continuing to live
his life — at work and outside of it.

“Who engages in mixed martial arts
training in the midst of chemotherapy
treatments?” Skipper said in ESPN’s state-
ment. “Who leaves a hospital procedure to
return to the set?”

Scott is survived by his parents, O. Ray
and Jacqueline Scott; siblings Stephen
Scott, Synthia Kearney and Susan Scott;
his daughters Taelor, 19, and Sydni, 15; and
girlfriend Kristin Spodobalski.

As he accepted the award named for
former N.C. State coach Jim Valvano, who
died of cancer in 1993, Scott noted: “When
you die, that does not mean that you lose
to cancer.

“You beat cancer by how you live, why
you live, and the manner in which you
live,” Scott said. “So live. Live. Fight like
hell.”

The Associated Press

ZAGREB, Croatia — American
skier Mikaela Shiffrin continued
her recent resurgence in slalom
by convincingly winning her sec-
ond straight World Cup race, leav-
ing her rivals in awe four weeks
before she defends her world title
in Beaver Creek.

Insunny conditionsand cheered
by 8,000 spectators, the Olympic
champion posted the fastest time
in both runs to finish in an aggre-
gate 1 minute, 56.66 seconds and
lead second-place Kathrin Zettel
of Austria by 1.68 seconds, the
biggest winning margin in the 10-
year history of the event.

“For the first time in my career,
I just feel like I am in complete
control of myself,” said Shiffrin,
who sorted out some equipment
issues by changing her boots and
skis and tweaked her mindset
during a 10-day training camp in
Italy in December.

“I feel really comfortable on
my feet right now after a lot of
testing in Santa Caterina but also
really great training,” the Ameri-
can said. “I have started off really
great with my career but I am
hoping to keep improving ... I feel
like I am in a really great place
right now.”

Nina Loeseth of Norway was
2.79 back in third for her maiden
career podium finish and first for
a Norwegian female skier since
2002, while the rest of the field
trailed Shiffrin by more than
three seconds.

Shiffrin won the slalom World
Cup the past two seasons but
failed to reach a podium in the
first three races this season until
dominating in Kuehtai, Austria,

last week, where she also won
both runs.

“With every single run that I
take I get more confident,” the
American skier said. “My skiing
is good right now, it’s kind of back
on track and my equipment feels
really good.”

It was the American’s 12th ca-
reer World Cup win and 11th in
slalom, matching a World Cup re-
cord set in 1980 by France’s Per-
rine Pelen for most slalom wins
as a teenager.

Blackhawks land five in
first All-Star selections

NEW YORK — The first batch
of NHL All-Stars has a distinct
Windy City feel as five members
of the Chicago Blackhawks are
among the initial six selections
for the midseason showcase.

Blackhawks forwards Patrick
Kane, Jonathan Toews, defense-
men Duncan Keith and Brent Sea-
brook, and goalie Corey Crawford
earned spots Saturday based on
fan voting. The only non-Chicago
All-Star in the group is Buffalo
Sabres center Zemgus Girgen-
sons of Latvia, who was the lead-
ing vote-getter with 1,574,896.

The All-Star Game, the NHL’s
first in three years, will be held
on Jan. 25 in Columbus, Ohio.
The remaining roster of players
will be announced on Jan. 10.

Fans cast more than 35 million
votes, with nearly 27 percent com-
ing from outside North America
— a 7,000 percent increase from
2011-12.

In other NHL news:

®m Blackhawks forward Kris
Versteeg will be sidelined for a

GiovanNi AuLeTTA/AP

American teenager Mikaela Shiffrin won her second straight World Cup slalom on Sunday in Sljeme,

Zagreb, Croatia.

month with a left hand injury
after he was hurt in the Winter
Classic.

Versteeg left Thursday’s 3-
2 loss to Washington after he
blocked Eric Fehr’s shot with his
hand early in the third period.
Versteeg ranks third on the team
with 27 points (nine goals, 18 as-
sists) in 34 games.

Coach Joel Quenneville said
Saturday that Versteeg will be
out for “about a month,” and the
team doesn’t think the injury will
require surgery.

Source: Flyers under
review for holiday travel

A person familiar with the com-
plaint tells The Associated Press
that the NHL Players’ Association
is investigating whether the Phil-
adelphia Flyers violated the col-
lective bargaining agreement by
traveling during a holiday break.

Rogers Sportsnet in Toronto re-
ported Saturday that online flight
records showed the Flyers took a
flight from Philadelphia to Nash-
ville the night of Dec. 26.

Players are barred from travel-
ing or practicing from Dec. 24-26
under the collective bargaining
agreement.

The person who confirmed the
union investigation spoke on the
condition of anonymity because
the NHLPA has not publicly com-
mented on the report.

Marrone interviews for
Jets coaching vacancy

NEW YORK — Doug Marrone
and Woody Johnson huddled up to
discuss the New York Jets’ coach-
ing vacancy.

The former Buffalo Bills coach
met Saturday with Johnson and
consultants Ron Wolf and Char-
ley Casserly as the Jets seek a re-

placement for the fired Rex Ryan.
Marrone became one of the Jets’
top candidates Wednesday night
when he surprisingly opted out of
his contract with the Bills.

Marrone led the Bills to a 9-
7 finish in his second season for
Buffalo’s first winning campaign
since 2004. Buffalo still missed
the playoffs, extending the NFL’s
longest active postseason drought
to 15 seasons — but beat the Jets
twice. The Bronx native previ-
ously went 25-25 in four seasons
as the coach at Syracuse, includ-
ing two Pinstripe Bowl victories.

His lengthy coaching history
includes a stint as the Jets’ offen-
sive line coach under Herm Ed-
wards from 2002-05.

Marrone was the fourth con-
firmed candidate to interview for
the coaching position, completing
his meeting in New Jersey early
Saturday night.
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Ravens tight end Crockett Gillmore heads for the end zone in the fourth quarter of Saturday’s wild-card playoff game against the Steelers.

Battles: OB Flacco works playoff magic again

FROM BACK PAGE

Roethlisberger passed for 334 yards, but
the Steelers (11-6) settled for field goals while
the Ravens kept scoring touchdowns.

“I didn’t play well enough,” Roethlisberger
said. “I didn’t play well enough to win and
guys look at me as the leader and the quar-
terback to make plays and do what it takes to
win the football game, and I don’t believe I did
that today.”

Flacco had no such problems. Baltimore
heads to top-seeded New England next Sat-
urday, a place where it upset Tom Brady and
company two years ago on the way to the fran-
chise’s second Super Bowl title.

The Ravens turned it over just once, scored
on six of nine possessions and had an answer
every time it seemed the Steelers were ready
to grab momentum.

“The big thing is we have a good team and
we didn’t hurt ourselves tonight,” Flacco said.
“We didn’t have a lot of possessions early. We
made the most of them by getting some kind
of points.

“We played a clean football game and kept
atit.”

The Ravens won their third wild-card game
as the sixth seed. It provided another twist in
a season that began with Rice’s suspension
and eventual release following a domestic
dispute with his fiancee (now his wife). When
the chaos died down, the Ravens emerged
galvanized.

Flacco did what he always seems to do when
the calendar flips to January. His seven road
playoff wins are the most by a quarterback
since the 1970 merger. He completed 18 of 29
passes for 259 yards and the two scores. The
Ravens gained a measure of revenge after the
archrival Steelers knocked them out of the
postseason in 2008 and 2010 at Heinz Field.

Yet Flacco has come of age in the interim.
And while Pittsburgh’s bounce-back season
included its first AFC North title in four years,
the Steelers’ revamped roster could do little
when it mattered.

Pittsburgh played without All-Pro running

“ That's playoff football. That's Joe
Flacco. The best quarterback in
j football. I'll take him every day of
the week and twice on Sunday or
Saturday night.?

John Harbaugh

Ravens coach, on the play of quarterback Joe Flacco following
Saturday’s 30-17 wild-card playoff victory over the Steelers.

back Le’Veon Bell, out with a hyperextended
right knee. Fill-ins Ben Tate, Josh Harris and
Dri Archer managed just 43 yards on 15 car-
ries as the Steelers’ four-game winning streak
came to an abrupt and decisive end.

Pittsburgh fell to 9-1 when facing a team for
the third time in the same season, and it was
not close. Baltimore’s 13-point victory was the
fourth-biggest win by a road team in Steelers
postseason history.

Flacco escaped pressure from James Har-
rison to find Smith in the back of the end zone
to make it 20-9 in the third quarter. Pittsburgh
drew within 20-15 on a 6-yard pass from Ro-
ethlisberger to Martavis Bryant with 11:01 to
go. But there would be no 2.0-version of the
Steelers’ rally from 14 points down to Balti-
more in the divisional round four years ago.

Justin Tucker drilled a 52-yard field goal
to push the lead to 23-15 and Suggs made a
Jjuggling interception from his knees on Pitts-
burgh’s ensuing possession. The Ravens did
not hesitate to put the Steelers away. Flacco
rolled right and flipped to Gillmore. The tight
end outraced two defenders to the end zone.

In the end it was Ravens coach John Har-
baugh enjoying a rare celebratory moment in
a place that has long been a stumbling block.
No more. With his brother Jim — the newly
minted head coach at Michigan — watching
in a Wolverines winter jacket, the elder sibling
sprinted off the turf and on to the divisional
round for the sixth time since 2008.

Don WRIGHT/AP
Ravens linebacker Terrell Suggs intercepts

a pass by Steelers quarterback Ben
Roethlisherger with his knees in the fourth
quarter on Saturday in Pittsburgh.

Scoreboard

Playoff glance
Wild-card Playoffs
aturday, Jan.
Carolina 27, Arizona 16
Baltimore 30 Plttsburgh 17
unday, Jan.
Cincinnati at Indianapolis
Detroit at Dallas

Saturday, Jar
Baltimore at New England
Detroit or Carolina at Seattle

Dallas or Caroling at Green Bay

Indianapolis-Cincinnati  winner at
Denver
Conference Chaml‘llonshlps
Sunday, Jan. 18
NFC
AFC
er Bowl

up
Sunday, Feb, 1
t Glendale, Arizona
AFC champion vs. NFC champion

Saturday
Ravens 30, Steelers 17
Baltimore 10 10 10-30
Pittsburgh 3 6 0 8-17
irst Quarter
Pit—FG Sulsharn 45, 1:; 29

Second Qual
Bal—Pierce 5 run (TUCkEI' kick), 12:28.
Pit—FG Suis|
Bal—FG Tucker zs
Pit—FG Sulsham 47,

d Qu:

Bal—FG Tucker 45, T0:06.
Bal-TSmith 11 pass from Flacco
(Tucker kick, &:13,

h Qua
Pit—Bryant o pass o Roethlisberg-

er (pass failed), 110
oker io. 47,
Bai- Gillmore 21" pass from Flacco
(Tucker kick), .
e Pomas safety. 1:56.
gl
Bal Pit
First downs 22
Total Net Yards 295 387
Rushes-yards 25-49 19-68
assing 246 319
unt Returns 0-0 0-0
ickoff Returns 5-117 4-78
Interceptions Ret. 2-3 0-0
Comp-Att-inf 18290 33-482
Sacked-Yards Lost 113 5-37
unts 2245 3383
Fumbles-Lost 2:1 21
Penalties-Yards 2-14 8114
Time of Possession 24:43 35:17
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing—Baltimore, _Forsett 16-36,
Flages B Pleree 1n Pittsburgh, Harris
9:25, Tate 5-19, Roethiisberger 2-16, Bry-
n 1-3, Archer 1-(minus 1).

“Baitimore,  Flacco 18-59-0-
urgh, Roetilisberger 31-45-2-
335 Erndonati 290

ceivi g—sanlmore, Smith Sr. 5101,
Daniels 4-70, TSmith 2-28, Juszczyk 2-16,

en . Pitts|
9-117, Miller 6-76, Wheatcn 5-66, Bryant
cher 3-15, Tate 2-9, Harris 2-6,

y 1-6.
Wissed field goals—None.

Panthers 27, Cardinals 16

Arizona 0 14 0 2-16
carolina 10 3 14 0-27
irst Quarter
Car—Fa Gang 471197,
Car—Stewart 13 fun (Gano kick), 5:21.

Ari—Fells 1 Dass from Lindley (Catan-
zaro klck) 14
rice 1 run (Catanzaro kick),

:50.
Car—FG Gano 39 15

d Quai
Ca —Whlttaker 39 pass from Newton
(Gano kick), 5:36.
—Tolbert 1 pass from Newton
(Gano kick), 4:

h Quarter
Ari—Bethel Saioty, 105
A=71,849.

Ari car
First downs 8 25
Total Net Yards 78 386
Rushes-yards 1527 41-188
Passing 51 198
Punt Returns 0-0 10
Kickoff Returns 2-59 1-20
Interceptions Ret. 1-50 2-12
mp-Att-Int 16282 18-32-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 431 10
unts 9-34.8 4373
umbles-Lost 31 3:2
Penalties-Yards 7-38 8-80
Time of Possession  22:54 37:06

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Arizona, K.Williams 10-23,
Taylor 3-3, Grice 1-1, Hughes 1-0. Carolina,
Stewart 24-123, Newton 7-35, D.Williams.
4-16, Tolbert 2-7, Cotchery 1-5, Whittaker
1-4, Nortman 2-(minus 2
alsslng Arizona, Lmdley 16-28-2-82.
ece

1 %

0 B rown 4-34,

Fitzgorald 3.31, Carlson 395, KWilliams
5.0, Huahes 1-6 Fells 1-1, Floyd 1-(minus
12 Taylor o ein 0-(minus 5). Car-
rown 3-37, Olsen
331, Cotchery 3- T Whraker 130, Diek:
n 1-34, Bersin 1-6, Tolbert 1-1, Stewart

1 (mmus
wissed field goals—Carolina, Gano 43
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Panthers’ ‘lights out’ defense tops Cards

Carolina allows record-low yards

By STEVE REED
The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Luke
Kuechly knows Carolina’s de-
fense didn’t have much bite ear-
lier in the season.

He said that made Saturday all
the more special.

The Panthers held Arizonato78
yards and forced three turnovers
in a 27-16 win, the franchise’s first
postseason victory in nine years.
It’s the fewest yards ever allowed
in an NFL postseason game.

“We know who we are — men-
acing, stifling and we are going to
get after you,” cornerback Josh
Norman said. “We know when
there is blood in the water and
when there is, our sharks are
going to eat.”

The Panthers (8-8-1) held Ari-
zona to 12 yards in the second
half, intercepted Ryan Lindley
twice and sacked him four times
in a dominating performance.

Carolina’s defense has under-
gone a remarkable turnaround
this season, going from 27th in
the league in Week 7 to 10th en-
tering the playoffs.

And the Panthers only seem to
be getting better by the week.

“We had a lot of new guys early
on who had to get accustomed to
each other,” said Kuechly, the
All-Pro middle linebacker who
had a game-high 10 tackles and
a key interception. “Now we’re
all together and communicating
— and that’s huge.”

The New York Giants held the
previous NFL record for few-
est yards in a postseason game,
limiting Cleveland to 86 yards on
Dec. 21, 1958.

Cam Newton overcame two
turnovers and threw for 198 yards

Arizona doesn’t hide behind injuries

and two touchdowns and Jonathan
Stewart ran for 123 yards and a
score on a rain-soaked afternoon.

The Panthers had 386 yards.

Newton was quick to deflect
attention to his defensive team-
mates after his first career play-
off win, calling their performance
“lights out.”

“When those guys play like
that, it makes it easier on us on
our part,” Newton said. “Those
guys did everything, turnovers,
they stopped them. That is cham-
pionship football right there and
we’ve got to do our part offensive-
1y to put points up on the board.”

The Panthers will play at Se-
attle next weekend if Dallas beat
Detroit on Sunday. If the Lions
won, the Panthers play at Green
Bay.

It appeared the Panthers
wouldn’t get the yardage record,
but Arizona began lateraling the
ball around the field on the final
play and lost 19 yards.

It was a fitting end to the Cardi-
nals’ offensive ineptitude.

Panthers linebacker Thomas
Davis, the only player remaining
from the last Carolina team that
won a playoff game, called it the
most dominating defensive per-
formance he’s ever been around.

“Our coaches did a great job
and when they lined up in their
formations we knew exactly what
to expect,” Davis said. “We just
ran to the ball and made plays.”

After a 9-1 start, Arizona’s once
promising season was undone by
a rash of injuries, including to
quarterbacks Carson Palmer and
Drew Stanton.

Lindley simply wasn’t up to the
task of leading a playoff team.

Trailing 27-14, Arizona recov-

A4 Y

Mike McCarn/AP

Panthers Charles Johnson, right, and Kony Ealy celebrate after a sack against the Cardinals in the

second half on Saturday in Charlotte, N.C. The Panthers had

ered a Newton fumble and re-
turned to the Carolina 8. But with
a chance to get his team back in

Fewest Total Yards Allowed

in a Playoff Game
78 yards — Carolina allowed Arizona,
Jan 3 2015
ards — N.Y. Giants allowed Cleve-
Iand Dec 21,
ards — Philadelphia allowed Chi-
cago Cardinals, Dec. 19, 1948.
ards — Philadelphia allowed L.A.
Rams Dec. 18 1949.

the game, Lindley was intercept-
ed by Kuechly, essentially sealing
the Carolina win with 11:48 left in
the game.

Arizona coach Bruce Arians
refused to pin the blame on his
young quarterback.

“I thought he did great up until
the first interception,” Arians
said. “He managed the game as
well as he could. We didn’t do a
good ]ob of putting ourselves in
third downs. But

2 yards allowed N.Y.
Giants, Dec 19 1943,

yai N.Y. Giants allowed Min-

nesota, Jan. 14, 2001,

we got the big break and he tried
to force one in that should have
never been thrown.”

four sacks in the 27-16 victory.

The Cardinals finished the sea-
son 11-6, but lost five of their final
seven games.

“As a team, we always fought,”
defensive tackle Frostee Rucker
said. “It was always the next
man up. At some point, we just
didn’t have anything left. Every-
one should hold their heads high.
Every person gave it their all, this
whole season, win or loss.”

Trailing by one at halftime the
Panthers scored two touchdowns
in a span of 1 minute, 32 seconds
late in the third quarter to take
control.

By JENNA FRYER
The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Larry Fitzgerald
rattled off a list of Arizona teammates who
didn’t play in Saturday’s season-ending
loss to the Carolina Panthers.

Carson Palmer. Darnell Dockett. Andre
Ellington. Daryl Washmgtcn

Injuries and other issues decimated the
Cardinals, who at 9-1 in November had the
best record in the NFL but closed a once-
promising season with a 27-16 loss at Caro-
lina on Saturday.

Arizona was eliminated from the play-
offs with a thud: third-string quarterback
Ryan Lindley managed to lead the Cardi-
nals to just 78 yards — an NFL record for
fewest yards in a postseason game.

“We were decimated by injuries this
year,” Fitzgerald said. “But we never made
that an excuse. Now looking back ... if you
see all the guys we lost, key components of
our team. But coach never allowed us to
feel bad about ourselves.”

If there was disappointment over Arizo-
na’s unraveling, coach Bruce Arians tried
to deflect attention to how much the Cardi-
nals overcame.

Quarterback Palmer tore his ACL, then

backup Drew Stanton suffered a knee
sprain. Dockett blew out his knee in train-
ing camp, Washington was suspended by
the NFL for the year.

The list goes on and on and only got
worse as they closed in on the playoffs.
The Cardinals lost five of their final seven
games.

“I don’t know if I've ever been prouder
of guys that go out and fight every week,”
Arians said.

‘When asked if the loss of so many players
doomed Arizona’s opportunity to make a
deep run into the playoffs, Arians bristled.

“No missed opportunity whatsoever,
these guys overcame,” he said. “This was
agreat season.”

It ended against a Carolina team that
used a stifling defense to help Cam Newton
claim his first playoff victory.

The fourth-year quarterback threw for
198 yards and two touchdowns, and Caro-
lina’s defense set an NFL record for fewest
yards allowed in a postseason game. It was
Carolina’s first playoff win in nine years
and Newton’s first playoff victory since en-
tering the league as the No. 1 overall pick
in the 2011 draft.

The Panthers were rough on third-string
quarterback Lindley, who was intercepted

twice and sacked four times.

“You are called upon to win football
games and we didn’t do that,” Lindley
said.

The New York Giants held the previous
NFL record for fewest yards in a postsea-
son game, holding Cleveland to 86 yards
on Dec. 21, 1958. It appeared the Panthers
wouldn’t get the record, but Arizona began
lateraling the ball around the field on the
final play and lost 19 yards.

It was a fitting end to Arizona’s strug-
gles. The Cardinals managed 12 yards in
the second half and had eight first downs
for the game.

“Young guys need to take away, no mat-
ter what you did the first couple months of
the season, you’ve got to come to the stage
week in and week out,” said linebacker
Larry Foote, who doesn’t know if he’ll be
back next season.

“T've got to give it some thought. There’s
two sides: the team’s got to want me back,
and I've got to want to play.”

The future is also murky for Fitzgerald,
‘who has a large salary cap number in 2015
that the Cardinals will likely need to trim
to keep the receiver. He declined to discuss
his future.

“The taste of defeat is all I can think

Bos Leverone/AP

Cardinals coach Bruce Arians looks for a
call in the first half against the Panthers
in Charlotte, N.C., on Saturday. Arial

refused to bemoan the fact that Anzona
lost its top two quarterbacks and several
other key contributors this season.

about right now,” he said. “I love Arizona, I
love the Cardinals, I love the city. It’s been
a great place to play and I couldn’t be more
appreciative of the opportunity to fulfill
my dream of competing in the NFL.”
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Devils’ Jagr nets three goals in
win over Flyers » NHL, Page 25

NFL PLAYOFFS: WILD-CARD ROUND

pting a pass by

By WiLL GRAVES
The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — The Balti-
more Ravens survived the tumul-
tuous dismissal of Ray Rice, a
sometimes spotty fall and a criti-
cal month without their suspend-
ed, all-everything nose tackle.

Winning in Pittsburgh in Janu-
ary hardly seemed too much to
ask.

{ Allowed to hit the reset but-
ton in the playoffs, Joe Flacco and

PHoTos BY DoN WRIGHT, ABOVE, AND GENE J. PUSKAR, BELOW/AP

the NFL’s postseason road warriors are
heading to New England with their swag-
ger fully intact.

Rarely flustered in the face of a pass
rush that barely laid a hand on him, Flac-
co tossed two second-half touchdowns as
the Ravens pulled away from the Steelers
30-17 in the AFC wild-card game.

“That’s playoff football,” Baltimore
coach John Harbaugh said. “That’s Joe
Flacco. The best quarterback in football.
I’ll take him every day of the week and
twice on Sunday or Saturday night.”

Once was more than enough.

quarterback Ben Roethlisberger, below, during Saturday’s game in Pittsburgh.

Baltimore battles on

Ravens get first-ever playoff win in Pittsburgh

Flacco hit Torrey Smith for an 11-yard
score in the third quarter and found
Crockett Gillmore with a 21-yard pass in
the fourth one play after Terrell Suggs
picked off Ben Roethlisberger. The Ra-
vens won a playoff game in Pittsburgh for
the first time in franchise history, aveng-
ing postseason losses in 2008 and 2010
by quieting the NFL’s second-ranked
offense.

Baltimore (11-6) sacked Roethlisberger
five times and kept All-Pro wide receiver
Antonio Brown largely in check.

SEE BATTLES ON PAGE 30

Longtime ESPN personality Scott dead at 49 . rzge2s !
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