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Free to Deployed Areas

More victims report sex assaults to military

By JENNIFER HLAD
Stars and Stripes

Nearly 20,000 troops were sexu-
ally assaulted last year, according
to estimates based on an anony-
mous survey released Thursday,
a decrease from 26,000 in 2012,
when the Pentagon last con-
ducted the survey, but virtually

identical to the 2010 estimate.

At the same time, the percent-
age of victims who reported
crimes increased from 11 percent
in 2012 to 24 percent in 2014, ac-
cording to the report.

While the Department of De-
fense believes the results show
“substantive, comprehensive prog-

ress” in combating the crime, crit-
ics of the military justice system
called the numbers “appalling.”
Every two years, the mili-
tary conducts an anonymous
workplace- and gender-relations
survey of thousands of active and
reserve troops, asking how many
have been sexually assaulted in

the previous year. The percent-
age of respondents who say they
have experienced unwanted
sexual contact is then applied to
the total number of troops in the
military, creating the estimate of
how many troops have been sex-
ually assaulted.

Additionally, the Pentagon re-

leases data each spring about the
sexual assaults that have been
reported to law enforcement
and commanders.

There is always a significant
gap between the number of sex-
ual assaults estimated to have oc-
curred and the number reported.

SEE SURVEY ON PAGE 4

PROTESTERS FLOOD
NEW YORK STREETS

No indictment in chokehold deat

sparks demo

Protesters gather

at Times Square on
Wednesday following
the announcement
that the New York City
police officer involved
in the chokehold
death of Eric Garner
would not be indicted
— a case that drew
comparisons to the
deadly police shooting
in Ferguson, Mo.

Juuio CorTEZ/AP
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“‘If you wander off into
China,’ we were told, ‘you
will be shot.””

— Associated Press reporter Eric
Talmadge, on a warning he and a
companion photographer received
while traveling on a road in North
Korea to places not previously visited
by foreign journalists

See story on Page 12
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US troops could depart Liberia soon

By Caris CARROLL
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — About the
end of the year, most of the nearly
3,000 Americantroops deployedin
Liberia to fight an Ebola epidemic
will finish their work and will be
ready either to start returning
home or to go assist another coun-
try, the top U.S. general for Africa
operations said Wednesday.

So far, AFRICOM commander
Gen. David Rodriguez told report-
ers at the Pentagon, home appears
to be the more likely destination.

The lead U.S. agency for the re-
sponse to Ebola, the U.S. Agency
for International Development,
has indicated troops probably
won’t be needed in Sierra Leone
or Guinea, two other nations that

are part
of Opera-
tion United
Assistance.

have to do
that, but
they’re con-
tinuing  to
monitor that
very closely,” Rodriguez said.
The bulk of the troops are doing
engineering work in Liberia, but
a downturn in the infection rate
there caused the number of treat-
ment centers they were expected
to build to drop from 17 to 10.
Most will be only half as big as
originally planned. Civilian agen-

cies are increasingly able to take
on logistical work, he said.

Should the USAID decide U.S.
troops are needed in the other na-
tions, which are enduring some-
what smaller Ebola outbreaks
than the one that struck Liberia,
Rodriguez said the deployment
wouldn’t rival the size of the cur-
rent one in Liberia.

More than 6,000 people have
died of Ebola infection in the
three countries, according to the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

Rodriguez also said that in
about 30 days the military would
review whether the current poli-
cy requiring a 21-day quarantine
for troops returning from West
Africa is still necessary. Several
groups of returning servicemem-

bers have either entered or passed
through the quarantine process,
and there have been no reported
exposures to the disease.

“It'll be about confidence and
ensuring the people who have had
minimum risk or no risk [of expo-
sure] to the disease, if they’re able
to do it without [quarantines,]” he
said.

With the downturn in cases,
Operation United Assistance may
come to a close sooner than he
had previously estimated in Oc-
tober, when he said it could last a
year, Rodriguez said.

“Right now, I'd probably say it
could be a little less than that,” he
said.

carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

High costs threaten vets’ access to hepatitis C drug

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — A new drug
holds the potential to cure hepati-
tis C in tens of thousands of vet-
erans but will require billions of
dollars in new spending to cover
the cost, Department of Veter-
ans Affairs officials told a Senate
panel Wednesday.

The department has requested
$1.3 billion from Congress to buy
Sovaldi, a drug approved last year
for the treatment of the potential-
ly deadly liver disease. But the
money will buy treatment for only
about 30,000 infected vets, while
as many as 114,000 might need it,
said David Ross, director of the
VA’s HIV, hepatitis C and public
health pathogens programs.

Sovaldi requires a shorter treat-
ment period and has fewer side ef-
fects and a higher cure rate than
previously existing maintenance
treatments that are long and pain-
ful and sometimes require liver
transplants. Providing it to all the
veterans at the current price of
more than $500 per pill could cost
the VA another $2.6 billion.

The VA has cut its cost for the
drug in half through negotia-
tions with the company that owns
Sovaldi, Gilead Sciences Inc.,
but is still asking for more than
$1 billion in new funding to begin
treatments, said Michael Valenti-
no, pharmacist and chief consul-

tant to the VA Pharmacy Benefits
Management Services.

For now, the department is
shifting money to provide Sovaldi
to vets who request it, he said.

Veterans, especially those from
the Vietnam War, are infected
with hepatitis C at a higher rate
than the rest of the population.
Research suggests that many
contracted the virus before it was
recognized through blood trans-
fusions and other medical care;
other factors are intravenous
drug use common during the
war, the fact that the VA gener-
ally serves a lower socioeconomic
class, and that transfusions were
saving lives on the battlefield in
great number for the first time.

The Senate Veterans Affairs
Committee called the hearing
after the chairman, Sen. Bernie
Sanders, I-Vt., saw the high-dollar
request from the VA earlier this
year. In July, Sen. Ron Wyden,
D-Ore., and Sen. Chuck Grassley,
R-Iowa, asked Gilead to explain
why the high U.S. price — $1,000
per pill — differs from that in
other countries as well as from a
previous U.S. estimate.

Sanders criticized Gilead for
the prices and reaping large prof-
its while veterans face possible
rationing due to the expense, call-
ing it a moral issue. According to
the senator, Gilead bought the
original company that developed

Sovaldi for $11 billion and stands
to make about $200 billion on the
drug.

“What we are looking at is very
clearly an excessive profit and a
lot of that profit is going to be paid
by the taxpayers in this country,”
Sanders said.

Gilead Sciences declined to
testify. Gilead spokeswoman Mi-
chele Rest told Stars and Stripes
that the drug is worth the expense
because it simplifies and shortens
treatment to just eight weeks and
can help patients avoid the cost of
treating liver disease.

It offers a “cure at a price that
will reduce hepatitis C treatment
costs in the short-term and deliv-
er significant healthcare savings
to the healthcare system over
the long-term,” Rest wrote in an
email response.

The ranking Republican on the
Senate committee stood up for
the pricing.

Sen. Richard Burr, R-N.C., said
companies such as Gilead take
large financial risks and navigate
a testing-and-approval “valley
of death” when developing new
drugs.

“Innovation is expensive ... I
think the one thing we agree on is
we don’t want to give up innova-
tion,” Burr said.

Instead of attacking prices, he
said Congress and the VA should
look at how much could be saved

in the long-term by treating vet-
erans known to have hepatitis C.

“I believe the price of this par-
ticular drug should be looked at
on the macro level,” Burr said.

Still, it remains unclear how the
VA will deal with the high costs
of treatment. Valentino said the
department expects more new
hepatitis C drugs to be released
this month and next year, which
could provide veterans alterna-
tives to Sovaldi.

But new competitor drugs are
not always cheaper once they hit
the market, and the VA will likely
be forced to ration what it can
afford, said Robert Weissman,
the president of the Washington-
based consumer rights advocacy
group Public Citizen.

“We are still going to be stuck
with a super-high price because
the starting price was so high,”
Weissman told the Senate.

The high costs of Sovaldi and
other new drugs soon to be re-
leased will likely become un-
sustainable for the VA and other
government health care pro-
grams, said John Rother, presi-
dent and chief executive officer of
the National Coalition on Health
Care, a nonprofit, nonpartisan
group that advocates for afford-
able health care.

“Sovaldi is just the canary in
the coal mine when we look at
what is coming at us,” he said.
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Afghanistan’s first amusement park is City Park in Kabul, where lines form behind the barbed-wire security fence outside the park.

Park gives

kids relief

from Afghan miseries

By Ranmv Faiez
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan
xcitement builds in the queue
forming behind the barbed-
wire security fence outside

Afghanistan’s first amusement
park as children in bright clothes clutch
their parents’ hands and hop from foot to
foot in anticipation of the pleasures waiting
behind the high concrete blast walls.

For the thousands of families who have

\ [

Sadaf, 6, gets his face painted at Afghanistan’s

amusement park.

visited Kabul’s City Park since it opened
during a national religious holiday week-
end in October, it is a rare escape from
lives blighted by war, death and misery.

Squealing children hardly know where
to look as they race through the gates. In-
side, they find large friendly characters
that look almost, but not quite, like Min-
nie Mouse and Tom the cat from Tom and
Jerry — all dancing together and dispens-
ing hugs.

Traditional fairground rides — includ-
ing a Ferris wheel and bumper cars — at-
tract the older kids, while
a carousel, face painting
and games keep younger
children happy.

“It’s very nice. Every-
thing is very beautiful.
The carousel horse ride
is nice,” Sadaf, 6, said
through a gap-toothed
grin as she had her face
decorated like a mouse.

Set at the foot of the
snow-capped Hindu Kush
mountains, next to the
filthy Kabul River and
near a zoo famous only
for its abused, one-eyed
lion, City Park is one of
the few places residents
of the Afghan capital can
take their children for a
relaxing day out.

The city of almost 6
million people is a virtual
fortress. Major build-

Children enjoy a carousel ride at City Park in Kabul.

ings are protected by concrete and barbed
wire, and roads are choked with traffic as
former thoroughfares are blocked to pre-
vent suicide bombers reaching potential
targets like the Presidential Palace. Gun-
toting security forces guard almost every
street corner.

Afghanistan has been at war for more
than 30 years, and while U.S. and NATO
combat troops prepare to leave this month,
the Taliban insurgency shows no sign of
abating.

Few families in Kabul have been un-
touched by the violence, said Almas Qas-
eemi, the park’s deputy general manager.

“The park is a place for entertainment,
and there is not much of that in Afghani-
stan,” Qaseemi said. “We have a great feel-
ing when we see our people forget their
sorrows for a few minutes and smile when
they come here.”

Thousands come every day, he said,
peaking on the weekly Friday holiday at

close to 10,000.

The park is set on 24 acres of land owned
by the Kabul Municipal Government and
leased for five years to a private company
called Mufkora — which means “concept”
in English.

Rahela Kohistani, the municipality’s cul-
tural director, said $1.5 million has been
invested in the park, with the municipal
authority taking 26 percent of profits and
the rest going to Mufkora.

“So far we are happy, and it seems that
people are happy, too,” she said.

For Ishfag Ahmad Adeb, 20, who spends
his days at City Park as Tom the cat, and
Omid, 18, who plays Minnie Mouse, the
children’s joy rubs off.

“When the children see me in this outfit,
they really believe that Minnie Mouse has
come to Kabul,” Omid said. “They laugh
and try to shake hands with me; they re-
ally enjoy it.”
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Survey: Some data in report

are a ‘red flag,

FROM FRONT PAGE

In 2012, when 26,000 troops
were estimated to have been
sexually assaulted based on the
anonymous survey results, just
3,374 had reported.

The number of reported sexual
assaults increased dramatically
to 5,061 — up S50 percent — in
2013, then increased by 8 percent
in 2014.

Previous anonymous surveys
have been administered by the
DOD, but this year’s survey was
conducted by the Rand Corp.,
which used the formerly used
questionnaire for a random sam-
ple of troops, and a redesigned
survey for other troops. The Rand
study estimated about 20,000 vic-
tims of sexual assault, while the
estimate based on the previous
methodology was 19,000.

Rand experts said the survey
was designed to address criticism
of the DOD’s earlier surveys.
Among other things, researchers
said, it utilized a larger sample
size, simplified wording of key
questions and made a distinction
inits measures between instances
the military classifies as crimes
and those classified as workplace
equal opportunity violations.

The spiking number of sexual
assaults grabbed the attention of
several lawmakers, who in the
past two years have been debat-
ing how best to deal with the
crimes and to prevent more in the
future.

Several reforms championed
by Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo.,
took effect a year ago, and after
seeing initial accounts of the re-
port, she issued a statement say-
ing the combination of increased
reporting and decreased assaults
was “exactly the combination
we’re looking for.”

“I'm sure there’s more work
to do, and I'm anxious to hear
how victims feel about the ser-
vices and support offered to them
‘when they report an assault,” Mc-
Caskill said.

But Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand,
D-NY., who this week renewed
a push to remove the authority
to prosecute sexual assault and
other serious crimes from the
victim’s chain of command, said
some of the numbers should be a
“screaming red flag.”

“For a year now, we have heard
how the reforms in the previous
defense bill were going to protect
victims and make retaliation a
crime,” she said. Instead, 62 per-
cent of people who said they re-
ported sexual assaults also said

senator says

they were retaliated against for
speaking up, Gillibrand said —
the same number as last year.

Gillibrand said the numbers
illustrate why the number of vic-
tims who report crimes remains
low, and called the prevalence
of sexual assault and unwanted
sexual contact in the military
“appalling.”

There is no other mission in the
world for our military where this
much failure would be allowed,”
she said. “Enough is enough. Last
December, the president said he
would give the military and pre-
vious reforms a year to work and
it is clear they have failed in their
mission.”

Defense  Secretary  Chuck
Hagel did order several new
training and assault-prevention
measures in a memo that accom-
panied the report.

A new, installation-centered
study will “customize” sexual
assault-prevention measures at
a number of bases to determine
which policies and procedures
are most effective, Hagel said.

“This effort will identify instal-
lation and community risk factors
for sexual assault and develop as-
sociated actions leadership can
take to mitigate sexual violence,”
he wrote in the memo. A plan for
the study is due on Jan. 30.

Hagel also ordered “first line”
supervisors throughout the DOD
to undergo training in the re-
sponsibility of bosses in sexual
assault prevention and response
programs. The new training ap-
plies to all junior officers, junior
enlisted supervisors and civilian
employees that supervise mili-
tary members.

Hagel also ordered new pro-
cedures for installation com-
manders to prevent reprisals and
retaliation for reports of sexual
assault, and ordered service
branch secretaries to publicize
the report findings “in an inter-
active manner.”

Hagel said the report showed
the DOD is having some success
in fighting sexual assault but that
more effort is needed.

“While our report to the presi-
dent demonstrates progress, as
we all know, our work is not com-
plete,” he wrote in the memo. “We
must remain persistent and re-
lentless in our efforts to eradicate
sexual assault from the military.”
For the complete report, a fact sheet
and the defense secretary’s recom-
mendations, go to stripes.com.

Stars and Stripes reporter Chris Carroll

contributed to this report.
hlad.jennifer@stripes.com

Navy revokes honorary
title given to Coshy

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
Navy is revoking Bill Cosby’s
title of honorary chief petty offi-
cer, saying allegations of sexual
abuse made against the comedian
are serious and conflict with the
Navy'’s core values.

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus
and Master Chief Petty Offi-
cer Michael Stevens made the

announcement Thursday in a
statement.

Cosby enlisted in the Navy in
1956 and served four years as a
hospital corpsman before being
honorably discharged in 1960 as
a petty officer third class. The
honorary title was presented to
Cosby in 2011.

Cosby, 77, has refused to an-
swer questions about mount-
ing accusations that he sexually
abused several women.

From The Associated Press

The Ohio-class ballistic-missil

USS Wy

James Kimser/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

ing surfaces in the Atlantic Ocean in June 2012.

Allegation: Female officers
recorded in shower on sub

By DAN LAMOTHE
The Washington Post

The Navy is investigating re-
ports that some of the first women
ever assigned to a Navy subma-
rine were secretly recorded on
video while showering, a Navy
official said.

The incidents allegedly oc-
curred on the USS Wyoming, an
Ohio-class ballistic missile sub-
marine that is based in Kings
Bay, Ga. The Navy first learned
of the allegations last month and
launched an investigation along
with the Naval Criminal Investi-
gative Service, the official said.

Navy Lt. Leslie Hubbell, a ser-
vice spokeswoman, declined to
specify what happened, citing the
ongoing investigation. The Navy
was notified of possible criminal
behavior aboard the Wyoming,

she said. Another Navy official
confirmed it involves allegations
that women were recorded on
the Wyoming in various states of
undress.

“If the allegations prove to be
factual, the Navy will ensure
individuals involved are held
accountable for their actions,”
Hubbell said.

The investigation, first re-
ported by the independent Navy
Times, centers on a 24-year-old
enlisted sailor on the submarine.
The videos are believed to show at
least three female officers while
showering or undressing, and had
been recorded over more than a
year, Navy Times reported, citing
a source who had spoken to one of
the reputed victims.

The allegation is a troubling
development in the integration of

Obama to announce
DOD chief pick Friday

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama plans to announce
his pick to lead the Pentagon on
Friday.

White House press secretary
Josh Earnest would not say who

Obama has selected. Adminis-
tration officials have said former
Pentagon official Ashton Carter
is expected to replace Defense
Secretary Chuck Hagel.

Hagel resigned last month
under pressure from the presi-
dent. He is staying on until his
successor is confirmed.

From The Associated Press
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—

women into new jobs in the mili-
tary. Female officers were first
assigned to submarines in late
2011, with the Wyoming among
the first involved. In addition to
the Wyoming, women now serve
on at least six other submarines.
Enlisted female sailors are still
not allowed to do so, but the ser-
vice is aiming to integrate them
by 2020.

Women are expected to be inte-
grated on fast-attack submarines
for the first time in January, when
female officers are assigned to
the USS Virginia and USS Min-
nesota. Since the Navy lifted a
prohibition on women serving on
submarines in April 2010, at least
43 women have done so, service
officials said in October.
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Hawaii-based unit to head to
S. Korea on 9-month mission

By AsHLEY RowLAND
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — A Hawaii-based
brigade is heading to South Korea on a
nine-month rotational deployment, part of
the Army’s increasing use of deploying in-
tact units to the peninsula rather than indi-
vidual troops on one- or two-year tours.

The 25th Infantry Division’s 2nd Squad-
ron, 6th Cavalry Regiment, 25th Combat
Aviation Brigade has been training for the
upcoming deployment with a brigadewide
field exercise at multiple locations on Oahu
and Hawaii’s Big Island.

Officials have not said when the 2-6
Cavalry will arrive, where its troops will
be stationed or how many soldiers will be
part of the deployment, though 8th Army
spokesman Col. Shawn Stroud said the
unit will be attached to the 2nd Infantry
Division as part of the standard rotational
deployment.

“This is just part of the Army’s rotation-
al concept,” he said Thursday.

Other units that have come to South
Korea on rotational deployments include
the 4th Squadron, 6th Cavalry Regiment
from Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash.,
to Camp Humphreys and the 1st Battal-
ion, 12th Cavalry Regiment and 3rd Bat-
talion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, both from
Fort Hood, Texas, to Camps Stanley and
Hovey.

The Pentagon announced last month
that the 2ID’s 1st Armored Brigade Com-
bat Team will be deactivated in June 2015

and will be replaced by Fort Hood’s 2nd
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion, which is coming to the peninsula on a
rotational deployment.

Supporters say the use of rotational forc-
es means more stability and less turnover
within units during their deployments.

U.S. Forces Korea commander Gen.
Curtis Scaparrotti last week said the “pru-
dent deployment of additive and rotational
forces to Korea” in the past year has “en-
hanced the alliance’s readiness posture
and reinforced the U.S. commitment to the
Republic of Korea.”

According to the 25th ID, the brigade’s
preparation for the deployment has in-
cluded water gunnery training, engaging
mechanized enemy forces, conducting
convoy operations and relocating 95 pieces
of equipment from one side of Oahu to the
other. Soldiers participated in live-fire ex-
ercises and set up mobile gas stations on
the Big Island.

“We had the ability to train at several dif-
ferent locations in Hawaii over water and
land, in a similar operations environment
that we encounter in Korea,” Maj. Mark
Fulmer, operations officer in charge, was
quoted as saying in a news release. “Our
ability to react here allows us to go out and
do the humanitarian assistance and disas-
ter relief throughout the Pacific in support
of U.S. Army Pacific,” he said. “In Korea,
we will be able to do the same operations
tactically.”

rowland.ashley@stripes.com

Envoy: US troops to
have immunity in Iraq

By Vivian SaLama
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Washington has an agree-
ment with Baghdad on privileges and im-
munities for the growing number of troops
based in Iraq who are helping in the fight
against the Islamic State group, the new
U.S. ambassador said Thursday.

In an interview with The Associated
Press, Stuart Jones said Prime Minister
Haider al-Abadi has given assurances that
U.S. troops will receive immunity from
prosecution. Under Iraq’s former prime
minister, Nouri al-Maliki, that issue was
a major sticking point, ultimately leading
to the decision to withdraw all remaining
U.S. troops in late 2011.

“That was a different situation and those
troops would have had a different role,”
Jones said.

“We have the assurances that we need
from the government of Iraq on privileges
and immunities,” he said. “It’s in the basis
of our formal written communications be-
tween our governments and also based on
the strategic framework agreement that is
the legal basis of our partnership.”

The House was expected to vote Thurs-
day on a proposed $5 billion expansion of
U.S. military operations against the Is-
lamic State group in Iraq, part of a broader

$585 billion defense policy bill for Iraq and
Syria. Last month, Obama authorized the
deployment of up to 1,500 more American
troops to bolster Iraqi forces, which could
more than double the total number of U.S.
forces to 3,100. That’s in addition to the
5,000 people working for the U.S. mission
in Iraq.

Meanwhile, a series of car bomb attacks
at a group of restaurants and a market on
Thursday killed 21 people in Baghdad,
Iraqi officials said.

The U.S.-trained and -equipped Iragi
military has struggled to recover from its
collapse in June, when the Islamic State
captured the country’s second-largest city,
Mosul, and swept over much of northern
and western Iraq. Iragi commanders fled,
pleas for more ammunition went unan-
swered, and in some cases soldiers stripped
off their uniforms and ran. The U.S. began
launching airstrikes in Iraq on Aug. 8, and
now heads a coalition backing Iraqgi and
Kurdish ground forces from the air.

U.S. advise-and-assist teams, which were
based in Baghdad and the Kurdish regional
capital Irbil, are now fanning out to other
locations in the country, including the high-
ly volatile Anbar province in western Iraq,
where U.S. troops fought some of the heavi-
est battles of the eight-year conflict.
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House approves DOD budget

that trims benefits,

By Travis J. TRITTEN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The House
on Thursday passed a defense
budget that cuts troop benefits
and clears the way for the Obama
administration to continue its
war strategy against the Islamic
State, despite bipartisan outcry
over a lack of debate.

The last-minute budget compro-
mise reduces military pay raises,
housing allowances, prescription
medicine coverage, and commis-
sary funding next year, while pro-
viding $63.7 billion for overseas
wars and permission for contin-
ued arming and training of Syrian
rebel groups.

The Senate is expected to vote
next week on the massive 2015
budget bill, which was cobbled
together during weeks of negotia-
tions after the Senate failed to pass
its version of a defense budget.

The military “is going to have
to live with a dramatically small-
er amount of money than they
thought they would have,” said
Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., the
ranking member of the House
Armed Services Committee.

He said the cuts do not go far
enough and more are likely in the
coming years.

The military is faced with a
shrinking budget as sequestration
forces caps on spending. Top brass
came to Capitol Hill earlier this
year lobbying for a wide range of
cuts to personnel and equipment,
warning that their ability to fight
wars depends on reining in the

ballooning expenses.

“We rejected pretty much all of
them,” Smith said. “In 2016 and
2017, we are going to have to make
some choices.”

Those that were approved in the
budget bill faced little opposition
Thursday.

“I remain concerned that these
provisions send the wrong signal
to our warriors and those who have
sacrificed so much to protect our
country,” said Rep. Randy Forbes,
R-Va., one of the few lawmakers
who did mention the benefits on
the House floor Thursday.

The bill, which passed 300-119,
approves a 1 percent White House
cap on troop pay raises, down from
1.8 percent increases. It opts for
a variety of other cuts next year
while leaving the door open for
multi-year reductions requested
by the Pentagon:

W Basic housing allowances will
go from covering 100 percent to
99 percent of costs, while the mili-
tary hopes to eventually bring that
down to 95 percent.

W Tricare pharmacy copays will
cost troops $3 more, which could
still be on track to meet the Pen-
tagon goal of requiring $30 more
out of pocket for prescription med-
icine within a decade.

mThe $1.3 billion budget for
base commissaries around the
world will be reduced by $100 mil-
lion. Brass wants a total of $900
million in reductions.

To get the bill approved Thurs-
day, the House barred any amend-
ments and limited debate.
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raises

Lawmakers on both sides of the
aisle were rankled by the quick
action and especially the lack of
debate over the war in Iraq and
Syria, which the Obama admin-
istration has waged since August
under a congressional authoriza-
tion from 2002. The White House
and lawmakers have called for an
updated war authorization in re-
cent weeks, though there has been
little movement on legislation.

“We are talking about a defense
bill but we are not allowed to have
a debate or vote on any of these
wars we are involved in,” Rep. Jim
McGovern, D-Mass., said.

Along with increased funding
for Iraq operations, it allows the
administration to continue with
a strategy of training and arm-
ing moderate rebel groups fight-
ing the Syrian civil war in hopes
they can be a proxy ground force
against the Islamic State.

Congress was skeptical of the
plan this fall, saying it did not
have enough information from the
‘White House, but passed a tempo-
rary measure to allow it to contin-
ue until Dec. 11 before leaving for
midterm elections.

Rep. Pete Sessions, R-Texas,
said lawmakers were voting again
to approve the training and arm-
ing of rebels for up to two years
without a clear understanding of
the program. He blamed the Sen-
ate for not passing a defense bud-
get and putting pressure on both

FOR FREE
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What’s in the bill?

Here are some key points in the annual defense budget being considered by
Congress:

PAY RAISES — Troops will see a pay increase of 1 percent as proposed by the
White House instead of the 1.8 percent indexed to private-sector growth,
which some in Congress had hoped to preserve.

HOUSING — Increases in basic allowance housing will be slowed; troops will
begin paying 1 percent of the cost out of pocket beginning next year. The military
hopes to reduce the payments in coming years so servicemembers pay 5 percent
of their housing costs.

4 A-10 — Lawmakers bent
to supporters of the A-10
Thunderbolt by blocking an
Air Force proposal to retire
it. But the bill still allows the
Pentagon to reduce
maintenance costs by flying
the aircraft less.

TRICARE — Beneficiaries
will pay $3 more out

of pocket for prescription
medications next year. A major overhaul of the military insurer was not approved.

TOBACCO — The military is prohibited from banning tobacco sales on its bases.
The provision was sponsored over the summer by Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Calif.,
a Marine veteran, as the Pentagon called for review of the sales.

COMMISSARY — Base
supermarkets around the world
get a $100-million cut to their
current $1.4 billion budget.

The military proposed reducing
by twice that much next year
and reducing the supermarkets’
budget to $400 million over three
years. p

SYRIA — The Obama
administration will be allowed
to continue with its plan to train and equip moderate Syrian rebels to fight the
Islamic State group. Lawmakers were skeptical of the strategy but say they are
now satisfied with the details of the operations.

PURPLE HEART — Victims of the 2009 Fort Hood shootings will be eligible to
receive Purple Hearts and combat injury benefits. Pentagon officials for years

have said the shooting victims are not eligible for the Purple Heart and certain
combat-injury compensation.

SOURCE: The Carl Levin and Howard P. “Buck” McKeon
National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year 2015

Stars and Stripes

chambers to hastily pass a bill in
the last days of the session.

“The problem is we are debat-
ing this without any real discus-

sion,” Sessions said, “because our
friends on the other side of this
building are not willing to engage
us on the issue.”
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Congress docks pensions of senior brass

By Tom VANDEN BROOK
USA Today

WASHINGTON — Pensions
for generals and admirals will be
trimmed to ensure that they make
no more in retirement than they
earned while in uniform under an
agreement on Pentagon spending
for 2015 reached by Senate and
House negotiators.

The agreement on the National
Defense Authorization Act re-
verses a decision made in 2007
to modify pensions for three- and
four-star generals and admirals
in an effort to retain them as the
wars raged in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. It boosted the pensions of
some senior officers by 63 per-
cent. USA Today first reported on
the modification in 2012 when the
Pentagon’s highest pension pay-

ment, of $272,892 per year, went
to a retired four-star officer with
43 years of experience.

A January 2014 report by USA
Today showed the Pentagon had
no plans to reduce senior officers’
pensions although a December
2013 budget agreement called for
lower pension rates for other mili-
tary retirees.

There was no indication that
beefing up pensions had in-
creased retention of top officers,
nor any sign that the Pentagon
had been losing brass over re-
tirement pay, the Senate Armed
Services Committee determined.
Pensions were reduced to ensure
that top brass share the burden of
Pentagon cost-cutting.

“Three- and four-star gener-
als and admirals should not earn

‘It’s only fair that the NDAA makes senior
flag officers forgo a special bonus. ?

Ethan Rosenkranz

National security policy analyst at the Project on Government Oversight, a

nonpartisan government watchdog group

more in retirement than they
did on active duty,” said Ethan
Rosenkranz, national security
policy analyst at the Project on
Government Oversight, a non-
partisan government watchdog
group. “The House and Senate
made the right move to revoke
this special pension bonus for se-
nior flag officers.”

The change, also agreed to by
the House Armed Services Com-
mittee, is part of an effort to rein

in military personnel costs. In
all, the committees agreed to
authorize $134.7 billion for mili-
tary personnel, including costs
of pay, allowances, bonuses and
death benefits. Troops at the rank
of colonel and Navy captain and
below will receive a 1 percent pay
raise, while salaries for generals
and admirals will be frozen. It
also reduces housing allowances
for troops and increases copay-
ments for some drugs.

“Our military families are
being asked to share the pain of
deficit reduction through a con-
strained pay increase, a reduc-
tion in housing benefits, and an
increase in pharmaceutical co-
pays,” Rosenkranz said. “It’s only
fair that the NDAA makes se-
nior flag officers forgo a special
bonus.”

New pensions for three- and
four-star officers will be capped
at top active-duty pay of $181,501
at the end of the month, although
pensions for currently serving
officers will be grandfathered.
Housing and other allowances can
increase the compensation paid
to officers by about one-third.

The change is estimated to
save about $23 million over nine
years.

Guam officials laud
push to fund Marines’
move to Okinawa

By MarTHEW M. BURKE
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa
— Officials in Guam applauded
an agreement made Tuesday by
the House and Senate Armed
Services Committees to partially
unfreeze funding for military
construction related to the move
of 5,000 Okinawa-based Marines
and their families to the western
Pacific territory.

The bill would set a cap on the
move at approximately $8.7 bil-
lion and would restrict the devel-
opment of public infrastructure
on Guam pending further study,
according to a copy of the bill. Ja-
pan’s Yomiuri Shimbun reported
that Japan will pay $3.1 billion of
that amount.

The plan has been in limbo for
more than three years since it
was left unfunded by lawmakers
concerned about costs and logis-
tics. Despite Tuesday’s deal be-
tween the chamber committees,
it must survive floor votes in the
House and the Senate and must
be signed into law by President
Barack Obama.

“We see this as a very posi-
tive step in the right direction,”
said Mark Calvo, director of the
Government of Guam Military
Buildup Office.

A spokeswoman for U.S. Forces
Japan referred inquiries to the
Pacific Command, which was un-
available for comment. Okinawa
Gov.-elect Takeshi Onaga could
not be reached and Nago Mayor
Susumu Inamine declined to
comment. Onaga is scheduled to
assume office Wednesday.

Calvo, who is a veteran and dis-
tant cousin of Guam Gov. Eddie
Calvo, said only one major hur-
dle remains before construction
can really begin: An economic
adjustment committee must re-
port to Congress on the impacts

the move will have on Guam’s
services, what Guam requires
to sustain the move, and budget
lines to fund and to mitigate the
impacts of the move. He believed
the report would be completed by
March or April.

“We're working very diligent-
ly with members of the EAC to
produce this report accurately
and provide it to Congress,” he
said. “The people [of Guam] are

happy.”
w The move
e see is scheduled
this as to take place
in the next de-
a ve_r_y cade as part
positive of the realign-
step in ment OfPfOr_Cfe_S
. in the Pacific
t'!e "g_ht region and is
direction.” scen as a re-
Mark Calvo Spite for the

island of Oki-
nawa, whichis
home to more
than half of
U.S. forces in
Japan.

The progress of relocating Ma-
rine Corps Air Station Futenma
to Camp Schwab in the northern
portion of Okinawa is not tied to
the move of Marines to Guam,
Calvo said. That issue has been
a source of contention recently
on Okinawa after construction
began in August to install a new
runway in the bay as part of the
move. The anti-base Onaga was
elected last month by 100,000
votes on a platform of stopping
the move. Marine Corps officials
have said they remain committed
to the plan.

The Yomiuri Shimbun reported
that Japan already has contribut-
ed more than $965 million for the
Marines’ move to Guam.

director of the
Government of
Guam Military
Buildup Office

Stars and Stripes reporter Chiyomi
Sumida contributed to this report.
burke.matt@stripes.com
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Historian
searches

for WWII
evidence

Remains of Japanese
plane, crew might lie
on Hawaii golf course

By WyarT OLsoN
Stars and Stripes

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii —
A local historian is convinced
he’s located the site where a two-
man Japanese dive-bomber crew
crashed on the morning of Dec. 7,
1941, and was buried nearby: the
tony grounds of Hoakalei Country
Club Golf Course in Ewa Beach.

“The responsible thing to do is
at least make an attempt to find
these guys,” said John Bond, a
semi-retired Ewa resident who
has labored for years to bring
recognition to the largely for-
gotten Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Ewa and its role in the 1941
battle. “If they can’t find them,
then put up a marker saying this
is a crash site and remember that
so-and-so was killed here. I don’t
understand why that would be a
problem.”

But the golf course’s owner,
Haseko Development, has been
less than receptive to the idea of
an active search for the grave on
the property, which the company
announced in October was being
sold to a Japanese firm. Haseko
Vice President Sharene Saito
Tam said the company has done
all it was required to do in iden-
tifying culturally and archaeo-
logically significant artifacts on
the property during development
and has found no evidence of such
a grave. Further, she said, Bond
does not have documentation that
pinpoints the gravesite’s exact
location.

As to placing a marker on
the grounds, she said: “From
the company’s point of view, if
there was evidence that showed
that to be the case, of course it
would be considered, but at this
point there is nothing like that.
But to ask any landowner to put
a marker that indicates a grave
where you don’t know a grave
exists does not seem appropri-
ate or respectful of the people

A i vl

Courtesy of the U.S. National Archives; Google satellite image

Left: An aerial photo shows Ewa Beach, Hawaii, in May 1942, with the circle indicating the Dec. 7, 1941, crash sites of two planes, one
American and one Japanese. Right: A Google satellite image shows the same area, now Hoakalei Country Club Golf Course.

within a 50-yard radius of the golf
course’s club house.

A Dec. 9, 1941, report by Capt.
Lester Milz, with the 251st Coast-
al Artillery, noted that the badly
burned bodies of two Japanese
crewmen had been found and
his men disposed of the remains.
Two days a later, an Army staff
officer visited Milz’s battery and
wrote in his diary that he’d been
told the airmen’s bodies had been
buried in a “coral grave.”

“I knew they buried them in a
sinkhole because that’s what we
have out here,” Bond said of Ewa
Plain, which is an ancient lime-
stone field. “You don’t dig easily
in this ground. It’s like concrete.”

Bond contends that burying
bodies beside crash sites was
in that era.

Lee Embree

Courtesy of the U.S. National Archives
this photo of the crash

Army
site of a Japanese dive bomber while he was aboard aB17 on the
morning of the Dec. 7, 1941, attack on Hawaii.

they are trying to name there.”

Of the roughly 60 Japanese
troops who were killed or lost
during the Dec. 7 attack, many
were buried in various cemeter-
ies on Oahu but were repatriated
after the war. About 30 Japanese
remain missing from that day.

One notable memorial to a Jap-
anese airman stands in Marine
Corps Base Hawaii in Kaneohe
Bay on Oahu. A bronze plaque
marks the spot where Lt. Fusata
Tita, commander of the 3rd Air-
craft Group of the Japanese Im-
perial Navy, crashed his plane on
ahillside near Kansas Tower that
morning. lita’s body was long ago
returned to Japan.

The defense attache with the
Japan consulate in Honolulu
said the case of the two Ewa air-
men is “a difficult situation” for
Japan because the site is private
property and the owner says
there’s no evidence to back up
Bond’s assertion.

During the past few years,
Bond and a group of historians
specializing in the 1941 attack
have gathered extensive docu-
mentation and photos about the
crash site, which had been lost to
time and land development.

Even Tom Dye, the archae-
ologist contracted by Haseko to
monitor its land development,
admitted that Bond and his col-
leagues have “done an incred-
ible amount of work” in tracking
down photos and accounts of the
crash.

“They’ve found much more
than I think anybody could have
expected about this crash event,”
Dye said. “But there’s just noth-
ing yet that gets us a location that
we could narrow things down and
really make a concerted effort to
look for a burial.”

Comparing old photographs
and military reports from the
time of the attack, Bond said he
has calculated the crash site lies

“If you had a crash and couldn’t
extract the people out, you just
buried them by the plane,” he
said.

Dye said that even if the exact
crash site is pinpointed, there’s no
direct evidence indicating where
the bodies were buried.

“You really just have to guess
at that point,” Dye said. “Mr.
Bond perhaps is comfortable with
guessing, but you're not supposed
to guess. We really don’t have any
credible evidence to lead us to a
place where we could productive-
ly search for remains of the two
airmen.”

Bond suggested that ground-
penetrating sonar could be used
to detect the grave.

“GPR has highly evolved in the
last few years,” he said. “They’ve
used it on archaeological sites to
find tombs. It will detect these
sinkholes. It’s also used in old
cemeteries.”

Dye, however, said that lime-
stone subsurface is “a nightmare
scenario for ground-penetrating
sonar.”

“The problem you have with
ground-penetrating radar is there
are just a huge number of false

positives,” Dye said. “Youwd have
to dig every single one of them
up to find out what they were. It’s
not specific enough to tell you, oh,
that’s bone versus that’s a rock or
that’s a root.”

Bond has written a request to
the Joint POW/MIA Account-
ing Command, which is tasked
with locating and retrieving the
remains of U.S. servicemembers
lost overseas, requesting that it
take an active role in searching
for the grave.

“Getting involved in another
nation’s recovery event is not
something we’d typically do un-
less it was in the course of one
of our own investigations,” JPAC
spokesman Lee Tucker said. The
agency has in the past provided
research assistance to the Japan
Ministry of Health, Labor and
Welfare’s Social Welfare and War
Victims Bureau, which oversees
such recoveries.

Tucker said the Japanese gov-
ernment did not require JPAC’s
assistance or approval in search-
ing for remains in Hawaii.

But Takeshi Ogino, the defense
attache at the Japan consulate
in Honolulu, said Japan did not
have a comparable agency such
as JPAC to research and retrieve
MIA remains in foreign coun-
tries. He said the consulate had
not received an “official request”
from either Bond or the Haseko
group in regard to searching for
the airmen’s grave or commemo-
rating the crash site.

Haseko’s Tam said that if Bond
produces “additional information
and evidence that we can authen-
ticate,” the company might con-
sider further search.

But Bond contends that the time
to actively search and recover the
remains is now, as the 73rd anni-
versary of the attack nears.

“If a decent search was done
they could be found,” he said.
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Budget path could lead to benefits punch in 16

By Tom PHILPOTT

Military folks will see compen-
sation packages pinched in 2015
under a deal struck this week by
House and Senate negotiators fi-
nalizing pay and benefit changes
in the fiscal 2015 defense authori-
zation bill.

But the compensation pinch
in 2015 could become a more
hurtful punch starting in 2016,
the armed services committees
warn, if the new Congress fails to
roll back defense spending cuts of
$50 billion a year still mandated
by the Budget Control Act and its
“sequestration” cutting tool.

As expected, the Jan. 1 military
pay raise will be capped for a sec-
ond straight year at 1 percent ,ver-
sus 1.8 percent, to keep pace with
private sector wage growth. But
House negotiators have persuad-
ed senators to soften provisions
for dampening stateside housing
allowances and for raising ben-
eficiary co-pays on drug prescrip-
tions that are not filled on base.

More dramatic, multiyear
increases in drug co-pays em-
braced in May by the Senate
committee have been replaced
by a standalone $3 increase for
non-active duty beneficiaries fill-
ing prescriptions at retail outlets
or through the TRICARE mail
order program.

The co-pay increases take ef-
fect as soon as the bill is signed
but TRICARE likely won’t be
ready to implement before Feb.
1. At retail outlets, military fam-

ily members and retirees would
pay $8 instead of $5 for generic
drugs and $20 versus $17 for
brand name drugs on the mili-
tary formulary. Non-active duty
beneficiaries using home deliv-
ery would pay $16 instead of $13
for a three-month supply of brand
name drugs on the formulary,
and $46 rather than $43 for non-
formulary brand names.

Since March, TRICARE has
required older beneficiaries, for
at least one year, to get nonge-
neric maintenance drugs filled
by mail or on base. The new de-
fense bill would make the pilot
program permanent, not just for
the elderly but for all non-active
duty beneficiaries needing medi-
cine for chronic conditions. Also,
brand name drugs not on the for-
mulary would be available only
by mail order, effective Oct. 1,
2015.

The House-Senate deal also
softens a plan to cap Basic Allow-
ance for Housing increases over
three years until servicemembers
living off base pay S percent of
average rental costs out of pock-
et. The compromise would pare
BAH rate increases in 2015 by 1
percent. BAH rate protection will
shield current recipients from the
change until they move to their
next stateside assignment.

In a “joint explanatory state-
ment” on the compromises
reached, the House-Senate con-
ferees warn that heftier com-
pensation savings sought by the

MiLITARY
UrpATE

Joint Chiefs will be revisited
after the Military Compensation
and Retirement Modernization
Commissions delivers its recom-
mendations in February, particu-
larly if planned defense budget
cuts are not eased.

“If sequestration-level budgets
remain in effect for fiscal 2016
and beyond, [the Defense Depart-
ment] will need to make painful
cuts and achieve substantial sav-
ings across its entire budget [to]
avoid an unacceptable reduction
in readiness,” the statement says.
“The Chiefs have urged us to take
all action necessary, including
compensation adjustments, to
avoid such readiness impacts.”

The conferees also clarify that
their deal on BAH and drug co-
pays for 2015 “preserves the op-
tion for Congress to achieve most
of the savings” sought by the chiefs
in pharmacy co-pays through 2024
and also “full savings” they sought
in housing allowances if needed to
protect readiness.

The Congressional Budget
Office told conferees the Joint
Chiefs’ more aggressive plan on
drug co-pays, which the Senate
committee had approved, would
have cut personnel costs by $13.2
billion over a decade. Those 10-

year savings are $2.3 billion under
the compromise, leaving almost
$11 billion in added savings their
committees will eye again next
year.

CBO also estimated that the
deal lowered savings in BAH over
10 years from $9.8 billion to $2.1
billion. Again, that will be $7.7 bil-
lion in potential savings that will
be needed if the new Congress
fails to ease sequestration.

Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., the
armed services committee chair-
man retiring next month, issued
a statement with ranking Repub-
lican James M. Inhofe, of Oklaho-
ma, that if sequestration survives
deeper compensation curbs will
be needed “to avoid drastic reduc-
tions in military readiness.”

Rep. Harold “Buck” McKeon,
R-Calif., the House committee
chairman who also is retiring,
won praise from military associa-
tions for blunting the compensa-
tion curbs senators had endorsed.
But the committee’s top member,
Rep. Adam Smith, of Washington
state, suggested a false victory. It
was Congress that forced seques-
tration on the military, he said, yet
it refuses “to help the department
deal with the consequences of that
idiotic policy.”

Days before the defense bill deal
was struck, Army Gen. Martin
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint
Chiefs, told a Washington defense
forum that readiness is falling to
the lowest point he has seen in 40
years of service. He blamed it on
defense budgets being squeezed
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between mindless sequestration
and lawmakers’ refusal to curb
manpower costs.

Last February the chief had un-
veiled a plan to save $11 billion in
compensation over the next five
years through a series of military
pay caps, by ending TRICARE
Prime, the military’s managed
care benefit, by sharply raising
various TRICARE fees and by
slashing commissary funding
over three years by more than
two-thirds, which would devalue
shopper discount.

“But we’re not getting any of
them,” Dempsey complained.

The defense bill, which the
House and Senate hope to pass by
mid-December, allowing no floor
debate or amendments, contains
scores of other personnel provi-
sions. Two are relevant to the
Joint Chiefs’ pursuit of compen-
sation reforms.

One will block a Jan. 1 pay raise
for flag and general officers. The
second accepts half of the $200
million first-year cut to commis-
sary funding sought by the chiefs.
It was the House committee that
backed the $100 million hit to the
Defense Commissary Agency
after DeCA signaled it could ab-
sorb the cut without affecting
shopper savings or services. But
a resale industry official said
cuts to commissary staff or store
hours are still likely.

Send comments to Military Update, P.O.
Box 231111, Centreville, VA, 20120, email
milupdate@aol.com or twitter: Tom
Philpott @Military_Update.

of the Day
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House on Wednesday.

welcomes
military
children

By MEREDITH TIBBETTS
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Military
families were welcomed into the
‘White House on Wednesday to be
among the first to view the holi-
day decorations and help the first
lady decorate cookies.

Children gathered in the State
Dining Room with Michelle
Obama to glaze gingerbread men
and meet the White House dogs,
Sunny and Bo. Some of the kids
seemed just as excited about
meeting the dogs as decorating
cookies.

The first lady gave a few re-
marks to kick off the event in the
East Room, which was decorated
with five Christmas trees, gar-
land and more.

“The holidays are a chance for
us to show what our country is
grateful for this holiday season,
and that’s really all of you, the
military families who serve our
nation proudly and give us all so
much,” she said.

In the Blue Room, the official
White House tree stands 18 feet

LW
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First Lady Michelle Obama talks with children during an event that honored military families at the White
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Above: A girl decorates a cookie during the event that honored
military families. Below: A gold star with the name of 1st Lt. Robert
Kelly — a Marine who was killed in action on Nov. 9, 2010 — hangs
on the Gold Star Tree in the White House.

tall and nearly 12 feet wide. It is
decorated in honor of the men
and women in uniform. Decora-
tions on the tree are patriotic and
covered in ribbons. Children con-
tributed cards that thanks mili-
tary families.

Also among the 26 trees in the
White House is the Gold Star tree.
Itis decorated with gold stars that
have the names of someone killed
in action. Only people who have
had a loved one killed can add a
star to the tree. Blank gold stars
are on a table near the tree for
visitors to fill out.

“No matter what you all have
been going through, this is the
thing that really keeps me going:
You guys always, always step
up,” Obama told the military
families. “So many of you are the
ones who are doing all the vol-
unteering, more so than average
Americans.”

tibbetts.meredith@stripes.com
Twitter: @mitibbs

Plans for Naples
evacuation revised

By STEVEN BEARDSLEY
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — Italian offi-
cials are outlining the boundar-
ies of a new evacuation zone in
an area of Naples popular with
U.S. Navy personnel, the result of
growing concern in recent years
over the threat of a massive sunk-
en volcano.

Proposed last month by civil
protection officials in the Cam-
pania region, which includes
Naples, the new zone would ex-
tend from the western edge of
Naples across the region known
as Campi Flegrei, which overlies
a 60-square-mile sunken volcano
known as a caldera. It would up-
date boundaries from 2001 and
more closely resemble a zone es-
tablished in 1995 around nearby
Mount Vesuvius that required
communities to coordinate with
regional and national officials on
evacuation plans.

The Navy base command in Na-
ples banned new leases in the Ve-
suvius red zone in 2012, although
it allowed those living there at
the time to remain. Base officials
said they are following discus-
sions about the Campi Flegrei red
zone, where more than 500 Navy
families lease housing, but will
wait until the policy is finalized
before deciding whether the base
needs to respond.

“We’re not speculating at this
point, but we’re monitoring,” said
Sean Quinn, base emergency
management officer. “We’re look-
ing forward to seeing what the re-
sultis.”

Formed 60,000 years ago, when
a volcano collapsed into an empty
magma chamber after eruption,
the caldera is now a wide basin
straddling the coast of the Gulf of
Pozzuoli. Its landscape is marked
by several active volcanic vents
and an arc of large, extinct cra-
ters. The Navy’s recreation facil-
ity, Carney Park, is inside one of
the craters, Monte Gauro.

Volcanologists in Naples have
elevated their warnings about the
caldera in recent years, saying
eruption through several vents
could send ash and hot rock miles
outside the eruption site. Exten-
sion of the original red zone was
prompted partly by archaeologi-
cal evidence showing that past
eruptions have dumped material
well outside the current zone.

More than 500,000 people live
in the Campi Flegrei area. More
than 3 million people live in the
Naples area.

Community leaders, volcanolo-
gists and civil-protection officials
met on Oct. 20 to discuss the new
boundaries. C ities were

Sreven Bearostey/Stars and Stripes

Carney Park, the Navy's
recreation facility near Naples,
Italy, is inside an extinct volcanic
crater in the city of Pozzuoli.

Naples neighborhoods, includ-
ing Vomero, Chiaia, Posilipo and
Arenella. The zone already cov-
ered the towns of Pozzuoli, Bacoli
and Monte di Procida.

Cities throughout the zone will
be required to submit detailed
evacuation plans in the coming
year, including evacuation depar-
ture points for public transporta-
tion. .

About $18.5 million in funding
from the European Union will be
distributed among the towns of
the red zone to help meet their
plans.

Alfonso Trincone, an official
with the Campi Flegrei city of
Pozzuoli, said the new zone fol-
lows a growing recognition of the
caldera’s potential threat. But he
said there were no immediate
concerns about the area’s safety.

“There is no emergency; there
is no danger,” he said. “There
is nothing at the moment that
Americans should be concerned
about.”

Scientists in the area monitor
three volcanoes — the caldera,
Vesuvius and Mount Epomeo, on
the island of Ischia — for signs of
activity.

Vesuvius is the best-known of
the three, with several well-docu-
mented eruptions in its history,
among them the one that buried
Pompeii in A.D. 79. Its last erup-
tion, in 1944, was witnessed by
Allied troops who had recently
entered Naples.

The Navy abandoned its origi-
nal base in the Campi Flegrei
town of Agnano in 2005, partly
because of damage caused by
the tremors. It now maintains
bases at the Capodichino airport,
north of Naples and in Gricignano
d’Aversa, much farther north.

Questions about the adequacy
of evacuation plans in the area
have plagued regional officials
for years. They were forced to
expand the Vesuvius red zone
earlier this year after scientists
challenged the assumptions be-
hind prior boundaries, pointing
to evid that an eruption could

asked to submit their comments
or concerns by Nov. 30, and many
are now drawing up evacuation
plans required under the new
initiative.

The new boundaries extend the
evacuation zone to the north, into
the towns of Quarto, Marano and
Giugliano, and east into several

affect a wider area than thought.

The Navy base has its own evac-
uation plans, according to Quinn,
the emergency management offi-
cial. He did not say whether they
were updated to include a Campi
Flegrei eruption.
beardsley.steven@stripes.com
Twitter: @sjbeardsley
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Inmate says drugs,
sex, money fuel
corruption in jail

By JULIET LINDERMAN
The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — The leader
of a violent gang that controlled
life inside one of America’s most
notorious jails testified that he
directed guards motivated by sex
and money to smuggle in drugs
and cellphones and to facilitate at-
tacks on inmates who challenged
his authority.

Tavon “Bulldog” White de-
scribed a culture of corruption
inside the centuries-old Balti-
more City Detention Center, led
by a gang that has its own lan-
guage, laws and authorities. The
Black Guerilla Family’s hierar-
chy includes a “minister of edu-
cation” who quizzes members on
gang literature and a “minister of
finance” who manages the profits
sent by cellphones from behind
bars.

The gang’s smuggling schemes
even fund the bail that frees gang
members who can’t pay to get
sprung from jail, he testified this
week.

Gang leaders, not guards, are
the ultimate authority inside the
jail, he said.

“We’re about to go into a
strange place, an upside-down
world where inmates ran the

prison and correctional offi-
cers took directions from the
gang leader,” prosecutor Robert
Harding told jurors in opening
statements, and White didn’t dis-
appoint, describing a gang-run
economy made possible by offi-
cial corruption.

White was once the govern-
ment’s primary target, but has
since become the prosecutors’
most valuable asset, providing in-
formation that led to a 160-count
indictment against 44 people.
Now he’s testifying against the
few who didn’t plead guilty: five
corrections officers, one kitchen
worker and two inmates on trial
in federal court in Baltimore.

White, who impregnated four
of the guards while in the jail
on an attempted murder charge,
said he never forced a guard to
participate.

“I didn’t have to,” White said.
“I had my children’s mothers,
and plenty of other guards willing
to do it for money.”

The vast majority of the Balti-
more jail’s guards are women.

One guard who had a child with
White had “Tavon” tattooed on
her wrist. Another who had two
of his children tattooed “Tavon”
on her neck.

Michael Brown’s stepfather
apologizes for comments

The Associated Press

FERGUSON, Mo. — The step-
father of Michael Brown has
apologized for angry cc
he made after the grand jury de-
cided not to indict the police of-
ficer who Kkilled his stepson, but
said his remarks had nothing to
do with the arson and looting that
ravaged Ferguson and the sur-
rounding area.

Louis Head said Wednesday
in a statement that he was full of
emotion on the night of Nov. 24,
when he yelled “Burn this bitch
down!” in a crowd of protesters.

St. Louis County police said
Tuesday they are investigating
Head’s comments as part of a

broader inquiry into the arson,
vandalism and looting. Twelve
commercial buildings were de-
stroyed in the hours after the
grand jury decision.

Head does not have a listed
phone number, and there was no
answer when an Associated Press
reporter knocked at his listed ad-
dress Wednesday.

Brown, 18, was shot and killed
by Ferguson officer Darren Wil-
son on Aug. 9.

Wilson, who is white, told the
grand jury he fired because his
life was in danger, but some wit-
nesses said Brown, who was
black and unarmed, was trying to
surrender.

14 people rescued from
flash flood in California

LOS ANGELES — Authorities
said 14 people were rescued after
their cars became stranded in a
flash flood in a Southern Califor-
nia community during the third
straight day of rain.

KABC-TV reports five vehicles
got stuck shortly after 1 a.m.
Thursday as several feet of mud
and water roared over a rural
road near Gilman Hot Springs in
Riverside County.

California Highway Patrol Sgt.

Adrian Horta said he was able to
drive his SUV alongside one car
and pull a man and woman out
through the driver’s side window.

A swift water rescue crew res-
cued the remaining people.

No injuries were reported.
Roads around the flooded area
are closed.

A weakening Pacific storm has
brought days of rain to drought-
stricken California, triggering
some freeway flooding and likely
opening sinkholes but not produc-
ing major damage.

From The Associated Press
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Jason DeCrow/AP

Protesters rallying against a grand jury’s decision not to indict the police officer involved in the death of
Eric Garner march early Thursday across the eastbound traffic lanes of the Brooklyn Bridge in New York.

Protests erupt in wake of
chokehold death decision

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Protests erupt-
ed in New York and other U.S. cit-
ies after a white police officer was
cleared in the chokehold death of
an unarmed black man — a case
that drew comparisons to the
deadly police shooting in Fergu-
son, Mo.

Eric Garner died as officers
were attempting to arrest him
for selling untaxed cigarettes on
the street. The controversy once
again has cast a spotlight on po-
lice tensions with blacks, even
as the nation’s president and top
law enforcement official are both
black.

Unlike the Missouri case,
where the circumstances sur-
rounding Michael Brown’s death
remain in dispute, Garner’s July
17 arrest was captured on video-
tape. The Garner case could have
even wider repercussions, partic-
ularly because it happened in the
nation’s most prominent city and
one with a liberal tradition.

New York City police said Thurs-
day that 83 people were arrested,
most for disorderly conduct.

The decision Wednesday by
the Staten Island grand jury not
to indict Officer Daniel Panta-

leo heightened tensions that have
simmered in the city since Gar-
ner’s death.

In the neighborhood where
Garner died, people reacted with
angry disbelief and chanted, “I
can’t breathe!” and “Hands up
— don’t choke!”

In Manhattan, demonstrators
laid down in Grand Central Ter-
minal, walked through traffic
on the West Side Highway and
blocked the Brooklyn Bridge.

A City Council member cried.
Hundreds converged on the heav-
ily secured area around the annu-
al Rockefeller Center Christmas
tree lighting with a combination
of professional-looking signs and
hand-scrawled placards reading,
“Black lives matter” and “Fellow
white people, wake up.”

“This fight ain’t over, it just
begun,” said Garner’s widow,
Esaw.

The  demonstrations  were
largely peaceful, in contrast to the
widespread arson and looting that
accompanied the decision nine
days earlier not to indict the white
officer who shot and killed Brown,
an unarmed, black 18-year-old.

Attorney General Eric Holder
said federal prosecutors would

conduct their own investiga-
tion of Garner’s death. The New
York Police Department also is
conducting an internal probe
that could lead to administrative
charges against Pantaleo, who re-
mains on desk duty.

Meanwhile, President Barack
Obama said Wednesday evening
that the grand jury decision un-
derscores the need to strength-
en the trust and accountability
between communities and law
enforcement.

In his first public comments on
the death, Pantaleo said he prays
for Garner’s family and hopes
they accept his condolences.

Police union officials and Pan-
taleo’s lawyer argued that the
officer used a takedown move
taught by the police department,
not a banned maneuver, because
Garner was resisting arrest. They
said his poor health was the main
reason he died.

Staten Island District Attorney
Daniel Donovan said the grand
jury found “no reasonable cause”
to bring charges. The grand jury
could have considered a range
of charges, from murder to a
lesser offense such as reckless
endangerment.
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A road farely taken

Seeking to promote
investment, tourism,
North Korea allows
two US journalists to
embark on a trip

— with restrictions —
to the country’s
spiritual summit

An exclamation point punctuates

a long propaganda slogan in a field

in North Korea’s North Hamgyong province.

The Associated Press was granted permission to
embark on a weeklong road trip across North Korea
to the country’s spiritual summit, Mount Paektu.

Davip GUTTENFELDER/AP

By Eric TALMADGE
The Associated Press

LAKE CHON, North Korea

hen North Korea opens its doors, it does
so for a reason. So it was when the au-
thoritarian government granted permis-

sion for a road trip so extensive that few
North Koreans — let alone a pair of American jour-
nalists — could imagine taking it.

We drove 2,150 kilometers (1,336 miles) in a country
that has barely 25,000 kilometers of road, and only 724
kilometers of those paved. By the time we returned to
the capital a week later, our Chinese-made Great Wall
SUV had a few new scratches and one less hubcap.

Our official destination was majestic Mount Paek-
tu, with its jagged peaks surrounding a crystal-blue
crater lake. North Korea is pursuing a plan to cre-
ate dozens of special foreign investment and tourism
zones, and this is one of the places it most wants to
promote.

The easiest way to get there is to fly, but we had
been granted permission to drive. This, we were told,
would mean traveling through places that no foreign
journalists had been allowed to see before.

Still, the trip was on North Korea’s terms.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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A man takes shelter in the rain next to propaganda billboards in the
town of Samijiyon in North Korea’s Ryanggang province on June 17.

FROM PAGE 12

Even on the loneliest of lonely
highways, we would never be
without a “minder,” whose job
‘was to monitor and supervise our
activities. We were not to take
photographs of any checkpoints
or military installations, or talk to
people we happened to see along
the way. For the most part, we
were not to detour from our pre-
approved route, which, to no one’s
surprise, didn’t include nuclear
facilities or prison camps.

Though we would not get to
know the people along the way,
the country itself had a great deal
to say. And no place is more sym-
bolic of the North Korean psyche
than Mount Paektu.

North Koreans venerate it for
its natural beauty, but more im-
portantly because it is considered
the home of the North Korean
revolution. It is dotted by recon-
structions of “secret camps,”
where guides dressed in period
costume recount the legends of
Kim Il Sung’s battles against Jap-
anese imperialists.

Before we left Pyongyang, the
capital, we were warned, half-
jokingly, not to get lost. Mount
Paektu straddles North Korea’s
border with China.

“If you wander off into China,”
we were told, “you will be shot.”

Something similar had, in
fact, happened many years ago.
No borders were involved, but
a South Korean housewife who
strayed off the accepted path at a
tourist site was fatally shot in the
back by a North Korean guard.

A man sits by a cooking fire
he built to roast potatoes and
chicken in Samjiyon.

Nothing so dramatic had hap-
pened as we made our way across
the country to the mountain.

Wrested out of our beds for
our ascent up to the summit after
four days on the road, we fumbled
without lights to pack our equip-
ment, made our way down our
hotel’s candlelit staircase and
climbed into our car in the pour-
ing-down rain. With no signs to
guide him, our driver steered si-
lently into the night.

Many people have been amazed
by nighttime satellite images that
show North Korea as dark as the
ocean, set against a northeast
Asia brimming with light.
is nothing in the world like ex-
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Farmers walk in a rainstorm with their cattle near Hyesan in Ryanggang province on June 16.

periencing that darkness on the
ground over long stretches of the
North Korean back country. Pos-
sibly more than any other popu-
lated place on the globe, North
Korea is terra incognita.

As we drove toward the dawn,
two armed soldiers emerged from
the darkness, signaled for us to
stop and for our minder to get out.
The rain was coming down hard-
er as they stood in the blurry pool
of our headlights.

One peered in at us through the
rain-dotted window. There was a
good deal of gesticulating. Then
some head nodding. Our minder
got back in the car.

We had gotten lost, but we
weren’t in China. We were going
the wrong way down a one-lane,
one-way road.

The soldiers waved us on.
With North Korean tourism still
in its infancy, we were safe. We
wouldn’t see another car until
we reached the snowy, wind-
whipped parking lot below the
crater, where two small vans full
of shivering Chinese waited for a
guard to wake up and lead them
to Lake Chon.

North Korean men share a picnic lunch and North Korean-brewed

and -bottled Taedonggang beer along

the road in North Hwanghae

province. An AP reporter and photographer weren’t allowed to
interview people during their weeklong drive through the country.
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Gunbattles mar
calm in Chechnya

By Musa SADULAYEV
The Associated Press

GROZNY, Russia — Security
forces in the capital of Russia’s
North Caucasus republic of
Chechnya stormed two build-
ings, including a school, in fierce
gunbattles with militants early
Thursday that left at least 19
dead, authorities said.

The fighting, which punctured
the patina of stability ensured by
years of heavy-handed rule by
the Kremlin-appointed leader,
erupted just hours before Russian
President Vladimir Putin was to
give his annual state of the nation
address in Moscow.

In his address, Putin said he
was confident that local Chechen
forces were capable of dealing
with the “rebels,” who he sug-
gested were receiving support
from abroad.

The National Anti-Terrorist
Committee said militants trav-
eling in three cars entered the
republic’s capital, Grozny, at 1
a.m,, killing three traffic police at
a checkpoint, and then occupied
the 10-story Press House in the
center of the city.

The federal agency said six
gunmen were Kkilled inside the
building, which was gutted in a
blazing fire that spread to a near-
by market. More gunmen were
later found in a nearby school and
security forces were sent to “lig-
uidate” them, the agency said.

No students or teachers were in
the school when it was seized by
the militants, RIA Novosti quoted
vice principal Islam Dzhabrailov
as saying.

Russian state television showed
video footage of security officers
firing automatic weapons and gre-
nade launchers at the three-story
school, its windows left shattered
and charred.

Chechen leader Ramzan Kady-
rov, who traveled to Moscow for
Putin’s address in the Kremlin,
told journalists afterward that the
security operation was completed
and his forces had killed at least
nine militants.

The National Anti-Terrorist
Committee said 10 officers were
killed and 28 wounded in the fight
against the militants, who it said
were from a known group operat-
ing in the North Caucasus.

Kadyrov said the militants

Musa SapbuLavev/AP

Shells and a burned police car litter an empty square Thursday outside a burned-out publishing house
in central Grozny, Russia. A gunbattle broke out early Thursday in Chechnya, hours before Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s annual state of the nation address in Moscow.

were connected to Doku Umarov,
a Chechen and longtime leader
of Islamic militants in the North
Caucasus who died last year.
Although unrest is common
across the largely Muslim region
in southern Russia, forceful secu-
rity measures adopted by Kady-
rov spared Grozny significant

violence for several years.

The relative calm has allowed
Putin to claim success in subdu-
ing the Islamic insurgency in
Chechnya after years of war.

The Kavkaz Center website, a
mouthpiece for Islamic militant
groups operating in the North
Caucasus, carried alink to a video

message by an individual claim-
ing responsibility for the attacks.
The man in the video claimed to
be operating under orders from
Chechen Islamist leader Aslan
Byutukayev, known to his follow-
ers as Emir Khamzat.

The video could not immedi-
ately be verified.

Philippines girds

for major

The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — Villagers
in the central Philippines fled coastal
homes and sparked panic-buying in
grocery stores and gas stations as an
approaching powerful storm brought
back nightmares of last year’s deadly
onslaught from Typhoon Haiyan.

Government forecasters said Ty-
phoon Hagupit was packing sus-
tained winds of 127 miles per hour
and gusts of up to 149 mph over the
Pacific, about 435 miles off the coun-
try’s eastern coast. It may hit East-
ern Samar province on Saturday and
barrel inland along the same route
where Haiyan leveled villages and
left more than 7,300 dead and miss-
ing in November last year.

Haiyan survivor Emily Sagales,
23, said many of her still-edgy neigh-
bors in central Tacloban city, which
was ravaged by Haiyan, packed their
clothes and fled to a sports stadium
and safer homes of relatives. Long
lines formed at grocery stores and

storm

gas stations as residents stocked up
on basic goods, she said.

“The trauma has returned,” Sag-
ales said.

In the wake of last year’s typhoon,
which killed her mother-in-law and
washed away her home, she gave
birth to her first child, a baby girl,
in a crowded makeshift clinic filled
with the injured and the dying near
the Tacloban airport. “It’s worse now
because I didn’t have a baby to worry
about last year,” she said.

Haiyan demolished about 1 million
houses and displaced about 4 million
people in the central Philippines.
Hundreds of residents still living in
tents in Tacloban have been priori-
tized in an ongoing evacuation.

Hotels in Tacloban, a city of more
than 200,000 people still struggling
to recover from last year’s massive
damage, were running out of rooms
as wealthier families booked ahead
for the weekend.

“The sun is still shining but people
are obviously scared. Almost all of

Residents queue up to buy
groceri ursday in Tacloban
city, Philippines, in anticipation of
approaching Typhoon Hagupit.

our rooms have been booked,” said
Roan Florendo, of the hilltop Leyte
Park hotel, which lies near San Pedro
Bay in Tacloban.

The government put the military
on full alert, workers opened evacu-
ation centers and transported food
packs, medicines and body bags to
far-flung villages, which could be cut
off by heavy rains.

American hostage
in Yemen threatened

SANAA, Yemen — Al-Qaida’s
branch in Yemen threatened an
American hostage kidnapped more
than a year ago, giving Washington
three days to meet unspecified de-

mands and denouncing U.S. actions
in the Arabian Peninsula country in a
new video released Thursday.

The hostage, identified as Luke
Somers, 33, an American photojour-
nalist born in Britain, is featured
in the video, posted on the al-Qaida
offshoot’s Twitter account and first
reported by SITE Intelligence Group,

which monitors militant sites.

The video mimicked those used by
al-Qaida rivals from the Islamic State
group, which has beheaded several
American and British hostages. The
Islamic State fighters have battled al-
Qaida and prompted defections.

From The Associated Press

Emirate police
make arrest in
teacher’s death

The Associated Press

ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates — The United
Arab Emirates’ interior minister said Thursday that po-
lice have arrested a female suspect in the stabbing death
of an American schoolteacher in the country’s capital and
revealed that the attacker also planted a bomb outside the
home of another American.

Interior Minister Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan said the
makeshift bomb was left at the house of an American doc-
tor and that police dismantled it after it was discovered by
one of the physician’s sons.

Word of the gruesome killing in a public restroom at a
mall in Abu Dhabi has rattled the Emirates, a Western-
allied, seven-state Gulf federation that includes the glitzy
commercial hub of Dubai. It is home to a large foreign-
born population, who far outnumber Emirati citizens.

Police say the teacher was stabbed to death by a butch-
er’s knife-wielding attacker wearing the full black veil
commonly worn by women throughout the Gulf Arab
region.

Footprints Recruiting, a Vancouver, British Columbia-
based teacher recruitment company that found a job for
the victim, identified her as Ibolya Ryan.

“We await the results of the ongoing police investigation
before making conclusions about why this senseless trag-
edy occurred,” the company said. “We are confident that
the UAE in general and Abu Dhabi in particular remains
a safe environment in which to live and work.”

Police earlier said the victim had 11-year-old twins
and that they were being kept in protective custody until
their father, who is the victim’s ex-husband, arrived in the
country.
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By LiLLy FOwLER
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

he first time the public heard
the name Renita Lamkin
in the same sentence as
Ferguson, Mo., was probably
the day she was shot.
In early August, four days
after Michael Brown was
killed by Officer Darren Wilson, Lamkin,
a pastor, stood with Ferguson protesters,
attempting to mediate. Police had warned
the crowd to disperse and in an effort to
buy a little time, Lamkin shouted, “They’re
leaving!”

“That’s when I felt a pop in the stom-
ach,” Lamkin says now of the rubber pel-
let that hit her. The pellet left a ghastly
wound — large, deep and purplish — and
created a social media frenzy. Tweet after
tweet showed Lamkin, 44, with short, light-
brown hair and a wide smile. She wore a
T-shirt with an image of a cross that she
lifted up just slightly to show off the ugly
bruise. In the coming days, critics said po-
lice had already managed to shoot a white
Christian lady.

LamkKin says she didn’t really have a plan
‘when she ventured out to Ferguson but that
“the whole being shot thing was probably
the best thing that could have happened.”
The injury had cemented Lamkin in the
struggle for racial equality.

“They say, ‘You took a bullet for us.’ I
have no sense of taking a bullet for some-
one. My sense is that I'm in the struggle.
I'm in it. We’re in this together, and I was
playing my role,” Lamkin said.

Fast forward a few months and Lamkin
continues to deliver the same message of
defiance as pastor of an African Methodist
Episcopal Church in St. Charles. The AME
denomination is a religious movement born
out of the resistance to slavery with about
2.5 million members, most of them black.

“We can boldly resist those who try to
silence us. We can and should be defiant,”
Lamkin told her congregation on a recent
Sunday at St. John AME Church. “There
will always be those who discount the voice
of the poor.” But “we don’t have to accept
the conditions of this world.”

Although Lamkin is mother to two black
children, her role as a white leader in the
African Methodist Episcopal Church is un-
usual. “She’s a rare breed of person to be
both white and female in an overwhelming
black denomination where the ministry is
overwhelming male,” said Michael Joseph
Brown, academic dean at Payne Theologi-
cal Seminary in Wilberforce, Ohio. Brown
said Lamkin, who graduated from Payne
in 2014, was the only white person in her
graduating class.

Dennis C. Dickerson, a history profes-
sor at Vanderbilt University who taught
LamkKin, said the “social protest and social
insurgency” ethos that’s “baked into the
church’s DNA” clearly appealed to her.

On Ferguson’s front lines

Pastor paves
her own way

While the church’s philosophy informs
her work in Ferguson, Lamkin acknowl-
edges that the experiences her children
had growing up in St. Louis also influence
her decision to continue to be actively en-
gaged in the protests.

“My kids would be suspended for things
that other kids would just have a deten-
tion for,” Lamkin said when describing the
treatment of blacks in schools. “It’s the ed-
ucation system. It’s the job situation. Lack
of resources. It’s painting all these kids as
if they’re these gangsters who are out kill-
ing everybody.”

Lamkin said she’s outraged by what she
sees as unnecessary police brutality, even
in cases where the victim may have been
guilty of certain crimes. “Does that re-
quire a death sentence? And how did the
police on the street get to be judge, jury
and executioner?”

Lamkin was sitting next to her mother in
the front seat of the family’s car when on a
rainy day in 1975 a pickup truck slammed
into them. Her mother died in the wreck.
Lamkin was just 4. Lamkin said she and her
three siblings were reared by their grand-
mother, though she was already in her 60s
and clearly done parenting, resorting some-
times to both physical and verbal abuse.

Still, Lamkin said that from an early
age she read the Bible three or four times

a year and could rattle off scripture on
command.

“First person I led to Christ, I was like
8 or 10 or something,” said Lamkin, who
grew up in the Pentecostal church in Kan-
sas City. “I was out knocking on doors after
church asking people if they knew Jesus
Christ.”

As a child, Lamkin said, she even ran a
Bible school in the yard. “I made my broth-
er bring his friends,” Lamkin said with a
laugh. “I went, rounded them up, and beat
them up and made them come.”

But Lamkin’s involvement with religion
'was not always so playful. She said she was
sexually abused by a youth pastor, as well
as a cousin. She was also severely mis-
treated by the father of her children. The
two met in high school and were together
for seven years. Lamkin said she knew she
had to leave him on the day that he threat-
ened her with a gun and accidentally shot
himself instead. “That is when I said to
God, ‘You got to get me out of here; one of
us is going to die’” Lamkin said. “I'm ei-
ther going to kill him trying to stay alive,
or he’s going to kill me.”

Lamkin’s escape route was a secret post
office box. There she collected the checks
the state sent her as reimbursement for the
meals she served at her home day care.
When she had enough money to put down

a payment for a rental property, she and an
old high school girlfriend loaded up a car
with everything they could and left.

Because she grew up in a faith that
wasn’t particularly friendly to female lead-
ers, Lamkin said, she expected to be a mis-
sionary or a pastor’s wife. Yet because of
her knowledge of scripture, Lamkin was
repeatedly invited to preach. She said her
fate was sealed when in Bible study she
met a woman pastor in the AME church.

“I talk too much, you know. I get on peo-
ple’s nerves, I'm abrasive, so my personal-
ity — sometimes it takes a little bit to warm
up to,” Lamkin said. But “people trust me
with their stories and trust me to speak
from God’s heart to theirs, and I don’t take
that trust lightly.”

Lamkin said the simple act of arresting
Wilson would have sent a badly needed
message.

“Even if it didn’t go anywhere, the arrest
itself would say that we are making a shift
and that there is accountability. It would be
astart,” Lamkin said. “The way things are
now, police are protected, and they can act
on their opinion and be protected.

“If you're so afraid of the people that you
are serving, then you need to stop serving
those people.”

They can’t, Lamkin said, “shoot first and
figure it out later.”

Pastor Renita Lamkin, far right, joins the choir in song at St. Johns AME Church on Oct. 26 in St. Charles, Mo. “[Pleople
trust me with their stories and trust me to speak from God’s heart to theirs, and I don't take that trust lightly,” she said.

PHoros By J.B. Forees, ST. Louis PosT-Dispatch/MCT

Lamkin, second from right, joins the protesters who confronted
Missouri Highway Patrol Col. Ron Johnson in Ferguson, Mo., in
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A human skeleton found beneath a car park in Leicester, England, in 2012, has been declared “beyond
reasonable doubt” to be the remains of England’s King Richard Ill, missing for 500 years.

No bones

about it;

Remains are royal

By Maria CHENG
The Associated Press

LONDON — Scientists say there
is “overwhelming evidence” that a
skeleton found under a parking lot
is that of England’s King Richard
III, but their DNA testing also has
raised questions about the nobility
of some of his royal successors.

The bones of the 15th-century
king were dug up in the city of
Leicester in 2012, and experts
have published initial data sug-
gesting they belong to Richard, in-
cluding an analysis of his curved
spine and the injuries that killed
him.

Richard was the last English
monarch to die on a battlefield, in
485.

In the new study — probably the
oldest forensic case ever solved
— scientists compared DNA from
the skeleton with that of living
relatives and analyzed DNA data
identifying eye and hair color,
‘which they matched to the earliest
known portrait of the king.

“The probability that this is
Richard is 99.999 percent,” said
Turi King, a geneticist at the Uni-
versity of Leicester who led the re-
search. When she and colleagues

compared the skeleton’s DNA ob-
tained from the ground-up pow-
der of one tooth and a leg bone to
samples provided by a 14th cousin
on Richard’s maternal side, they
found a perfect match.

Based on the skeleton’s DNA,
King and colleagues hypothesized
that Richard had blue eyes and
blond hair in childhood, which
darkened with age. With no con-
temporary paintings of the king
available, they compared their
findings with the earliest known
painting of him, which depicts the
monarch with light brown hair
and blue eyes, painted about 25
years after his death.

The research was published
Tuesday in the journal Nature
Communications.

Scientists also compared the
skeleton’s DNA with samples from
living relatives on Richard’s fa-
ther’s side. They found no match, a
discovery that could throw the no-
bility of some royals into question.

While researchers weren’t
able to say where on the family
tree the adultery occurred, they
said the findings potentially raise
questions about the legitimacy of
Henry V, Henry VI and the entire
Tudor dynasty, including Henry

A portrait of King Richard

VIII and Elizabeth I.

Still, Kevin Schurer, pro vice
chancellor of the University of
Leicester and another study au-
thor, said claims to the throne are
based on more than simply having
royal blood and also rest on other
things such as battlefield victories
and royal marriages.

He said England’s current royal
family — which has a line of de-
scent from the House of Tudor
— should not be worried. “We are
not in any way indicating that Her
Majesty (Elizabeth II) shouldn’t
be on the throne,” Schurer said.

Researchers said it was the first
time there was scientific evidence
that questioned medieval lines of
succession in the monarchy.

Boy, did that baby
name spark debate

By Apam TAYLOR
The Washington Post

In Britain, baby names became
a big subject of debate last week-
end when a new poll from the web-
site BabyCentre appeared to show
that Mohammed was now the most
popular name for newborn boys in
the country.

It seemed to show a significant
change in the culture of a country
where “British”-sounding names
like Oliver and Jack had long dom-
inated — and where a growing im-
migrant population is making an
impact.
“Traditionally, Muhammad is
often the name given to the first-
born boy in Muslim families,”
Sarah Redshaw, managing editor
of BabyCentre, explained to the
Telegraph. “With the increase of
other Arabic names plus Aarav,
an Indian boys’ name, the top 100
shows the ever-increasing diver-
sity of the U.K. today.”

Among a certain audience, this
was difficult news. “They are only
4 percent of the population yet
Mohammed is the most popular
boys name in the UK,” wrote one
Twitter user. “England is lost al-
ready.” The Daily Mail turned off
its commenting system when they
wrote about the finding.

This wasn’t an unexpected re-
action. The Muslim minority in
the U.K. may be relatively small,
but it is often the source of contro-
versy. Some people appeared to be
taking the rise of the baby name
as a sign of a demographic shift.
While British Muslims make up

less than S percent of the country
at present, Pew has predicted that
the population will reach more
than 8 percent by 2030. Britain
will almost certainly have a larger
Muslim minority in the future.

Still, that projected number falls
short of total domination of British
life, and a number of British pub-
lications soon began to question
the BabyCentre’s numbers. The
Guardian, for instance, pointed
out that official statistics from the
British government appeared to
show that Mohammed was not the
most popular name, and that in-
stead, names like “Oliver,” “Jack”
and “Harry” dominated. Moham-
med was the 15th-most popular
boy’s name in England and Wales
and the 52nd-most popular in
Scotland, the Guardian noted.

The Independent, in return, de-
bunked their debunking. It argued
that official British government
statistics failed to distinguish be-
tween the many different trans-
literations of the Arabic word for
Mohammed. And while you can
make the argument that, in that
case, Oliver and Ollie should be
combined (which would, again,
make it the most popular name),
Islamic experts told the newspa-
per that wasn’t a fair comparison.

Whatever side of that debate you
fall on, it’s worth realizing that
Mohammed has an advantage in
these figures. In Islamic culture,
there is a relative small number
of names to choose from, and the
practice of naming your first child
after the Islamic prophet is fairly
widespread.
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Japan sends rocket to blow crater into asteroid

The Associated Press

TOKYO — A Japanese space
explorer took off Wednesday on
a six-year journey to blow a cra-
ter in a remote asteroid and bring
back rock samples in hopes of
gathering clues to the origin of
Earth.

The explorer, named Haya-
busa2, is expected to reach the
asteroid in mid-2018, spend about
18 months studying it and return
in late 2020.

A small device will separate
from the explorer and shoot a
projectile to blast open a crater

several feet in diameter. The ex-
plorer, which will hide behind
the asteroid during the blast, will
then try to collect material from
inside the crater.

Asteroids can provide evidence
not available on Earth about the
birth of the solar system and its
evolution. JAXA, Japan’s space
agency, said the research could
help explain the origin of seawa-
ter and how the planet Earth was
formed.

Hayabusa2 will attempt to ex-
pand on the work of Hayabusa, a
previous explorer that returned
in 2010 after collecting material

from the surface of another as-
teroid. By reaching inside an as-
teroid this time, the new explorer
may recover material that is not
as weathered by the space envi-
ronment and heat.

The earlier mission was plagued
by mechanical failures and other
problems. JAXA hopes improve-
ments since then will make this
trip smoother.

Hayabusa2, which was
launched from Tanegashima
Space Center in southern Japan,
is a rectangular unit with two sets
of solar panels sticking out from
its sides.
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= Bond film gets retro name:

"SPECTRE

By JiLL LawLESs
The Associated Press

James Bond is back, in a new film with a retro title that evokes the
series’ past. The next 007 adventure will be called “SPECTRE,”
the dastardly fictional terrorist organization featured in “Dr. No”
and other early Bond films.

Director Sam Mendes announced the name of the 24th official

} Bond movie Thursday at Pinewood Studios near London, along
with the identity of several new cast members and a new version
of Bond’s iconic Aston Martin car.

Academy Award-winning Austrian actor Christoph Waltzand
professional wrestling star David Bautista are joining the cast,
while Andrew Scott — master criminal Moriarty in the BBC
series “Sherlock” — will play an MI6 officer. Monica Bellucci
and Lea Seydoux are the new Bond girls, Lucia Sciarra and
Madeleine Swann.

Mendes, who directed the last Bond installment, “Skyfall,”
said the movie would have “everything you would expect
from a Bond movie,” with “a little more variety ... maybe a
little more mischief.”

“SPECTRE” will be Daniel Craig’s fourth film as the
suave spy. Returning cast members include Ralph Fiennes
as spy chief M; Ben Whishaw as gadget-master Q; and
Naomi Harris as secretary Miss Moneypenny.

Producers said the next film centers on “a cryptic

uncover a sinister organization.”
SPECTRE — Special Executive
for Counterintelligence, Terror-
ism, Revenge and Extortion —
was the terrorist organization
headed by Ernst Blofeld that
featured in several early
Bond films.

Waltz said his charac-
ter is called Oberhauser
— but fans hope he is re-
ally Blofeld, one of the
most enduring Bond vil-

lains. The cat-stroking
evildoer, played by ac-
tors including Donald
Pleasence and Charles
Gray, hasn’t appeared
for several decades
because of a legal dis-
pute over rights to the
character. The case
was settled last year.

Mendes also re-

vealed that Bond will
drive an Aston Martin
DBI10, replacing the vin-
tage DBS destroyed in
“Skyfall.”
Initial fan reaction to the de-

tails was enthusiastic. “For Bond
fans, this is the best Christmas pres-
ent — the return of James Bond and

message from Bond’s past (that) sends him on a trail to
Daniel Craig poses for photographers at the

announcement for the new Bond film, at Pinewood
Studios in London on Thursday.

JoeL Rvan, Invision/AP

Chris Rock speaks out about essay,

From wire reports

At the premiere of his new film,
“Top Five,” Chris Rock addressed
the controversy surrounding his
recent essay in The Hollywood
Reporter.

The 49-year-old star doesn’t
see it as a courageous act; rather
he was stating the facts about
being black in the entertainment
industry. In the essay, Rock ques-
tions how a “liberal town” like
Hollywood is also “kind of racist”
‘when it comes to hiring practices
and diversity. He called Holly-
wood: “A white industry. Just as
the NBA is a black industry.”

Rock told The Associated
Press on Wednesday night he was
merely speaking from the heart.
“I don’t look at it as even being
political. 'm just stating the facts.
I'm not trying to be political at all;
that’s (Jon) Stewart, that’s (Bill)
Mabher, that’s, you know, not me,”
Rock said.

Rock also reacted to Wednes-
day’s grand jury decision in New
York not to indict a white police
officer in the chokehold death of a
black Staten Island man last sum-
mer. That altercation was cap-
tured on video with the suspect
screaming, “I can’t breathe.”

“It’s sad when something is on
videotape. It’s sad,” Rock said.

Report says Americans
streaming more TV

Americans are turning away
from live TV on the tube and tun-
ing in to streaming services, a
Nielsen report says.

That’s bad news for cable and
satellite TV providers. Ameri-
cans are increasingly watching
TV shows and movies on Netflix,
Hulu, Amazon streaming and
other services. CBS and HBO
have announced standalone
streaming services as well.

About 45 percent of Ameri-
cans stream television shows at
least once a month, according to
research firm eMarketer. That
number is expected to increase to
53 percent or 175 million people
by 2018, it says.

According to the Nielsen re-
port, which came out Wednes-
day, the average daily time spent
watching live TV fell 12 minutes
in the third quarter to four hours
and 32 minutes. That means it
dropped nearly 4 percent to 141
hours per month. Meanwhile,
time spent watching streaming
services jumped 60 percent to

nearly 11 hours each month.
That’s still a small amount
compared with live TV, but it is
growing quickly. “Content is still
king, but consumers are shaping
their own content-discovery