
BY SLOBODAN LEKIC

Stars and Stripes

 NATO defense ministers de-
cided Thursday to significantly 
boost the size of the alliance’s 
rapid-reaction force to deal with 
growing threats such as the war 
in Ukraine and Islamic radical-
ism along its southern flank.

“In Ukraine, violence is getting 
worse and the crisis is deepening. 
Russia continues to disregard in-
ternational rules and to support the 
separatists,” NATO Secretary-Gen-
eral Jens Stoltenberg said. “In North 
Africa and the Middle East, violent 
extremism is spreading, (fueling) 
terrorism in our own countries.”

Outgoing Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel warned that those 
divergent concerns could cause a 
split in the alliance. 

“I worry about the potential 
for division between our north-
ern and southern allies,” he said. 
He added that this was a time for 
unity and that the alliance would 

have to address all challenges at
the same time.

Stoltenberg said the alliance’s 
28 ministers had agreed to in-
crease the NATO Reaction Force 
to about 30,000 troops — more 
than double its originally planned
strength of 13,000. 
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IS IT 
ENOUGH?

BY TRAVIS J. TRITTEN

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON 

A
pologies by “NBC Nightly News” anchor 
Brian Williams Wednesday for his false claim 
of being on a helicopter forced down by Iraqi 
rocket fire in 2003 left out key details and 
made misleading claims about his proximity to 
the incident, according to soldiers who were 

there at the time.
Williams admitted on air that he was not on the 

Chinook that was struck by enemy fire, saying he 
was “instead on a following aircraft” and writing a 
Facebook apology to soldiers saying, “I was indeed 

on the Chinook behind the bird that took the RPG.” 
But Army flight crews told Stars and Stripes the NBC 

anchor was actually flying with a different helicopter com-
pany altogether — in a different direction — and was linked 

to the attacked unit by radio only.
The wording appeared to be another example of the anchor 

muddling the facts or providing misleading details of the incident 
that he covered in the opening days of the Iraq invasion. Since the 
2003 incident, he has written that he “came under fire” and im-

plied that his Chinook was forced down 
due to an attack, while soldiers said it 
was landed amid deteriorating weather 
conditions during a sandstorm.

SEE WILLIAMS ON PAGE 11

BRIAN WILLIAMS’ APOLOGY 
FOR FALSE IRAQ STORY 
LEAVES OUT KEY DETAILS

“I spent much of the 
weekend thinking I’d gone 
crazy. I feel terrible about 
making this mistake.”
Watch Brian Williams’ full apology 
at stripes.com/go/brianwilliams

NATO doubles rapid-reaction force in response to threats

Courtesy of NBC Universal

Brian Williams poses with 
Command Sgt. Maj. Tim Terpack 
in a video screen grab from an 
“NBC Nightly News” report 
broadcast on Jan. 30 . 



PAGE 2 • S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • Friday, February 6, 2015

MILITARY

“Cannibalism has been 
outlawed in this country 

for a little while, so
legally speaking, the 

zombie’s not allowed to 
eat you or consume any 

portion of you.”
— Rick Broida, executive producer 

of Detroit’s interactive theater show 
“Trapped in a Room with a Zombie”

See story on Page 14
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BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — The chair-
man of the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee is aiming to 
get President Barack Obama’s 
defense secretary nominee con-
firmed next week.

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., told 
Ashton Carter at the end of his 
confirmation hearing Wednesday 
that he wanted to get his nomi-
nation voted out of committee 
quickly and put on the floor for 
a full Senate vote by “early next 
week.”

“The week after that we’re in 
recess, so we’ll try and get it ac-
complished,” McCain said.

Carter’s standing on Capitol 
Hill going into his confirmation 
vote is much higher than Chuck 
Hagel’s was when he was tapped 
for the post two years ago. Hagel, 
the outgoing Pentagon chief, saw 
his nomination filibustered after 
a poor confirmation hearing per-
formance. The former Republi-
can senator had previously made 
controversial remarks about Is-
rael and other issues, which drew 
fire from lawmakers. 

When the final up-or-down vote 
took place in the Senate, Hagel 
made it through 58-41. The most-
ly party-line vote gave him the 
narrowest margin of approval of 
any defense secretary in history.

Carter is a technocrat and 

policy wonk without any political 
baggage. He has a long history at 
the Pentagon. From October 2011 
to December 2013, he served 
as deputy secretary of defense. 
Prior to being the Pentagon’s No. 
2 official, Carter served as under-
secretary of defense for acquisi-
tion, technology and logistics, and 
oversaw the buying of the mil-
itary’s newest weapon systems 
and technologies. 

Carter has been widely praised 
by lawmakers from both parties, 
and his nomination is not expect-
ed to face any serious opposition.

At the start of the hearing, Mc-
Cain praised Carter as “one of 
America’s most respected and 
experienced defense profession-

als,” adding, “We all look forward
to having you as our partner once 
more.”

Citing Carter’s experience, 
Rhode Island Sen. Jack Reed , the
ranking Democrat on the com-
mittee, said that the nominee is 
“uniquely qualified to lead the
Department of Defense at a time 
when … the United States has not 
faced a more diverse and com-
plex array of crises since the end
of the Second World War.”

During the hearing, Republi-
cans and Democrats on the com-
mittee expressed confidence that 
Carter would be confirmed.
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes.com

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN

Stars and Stripes

 SPANGDAHLEM AIR BASE, 
Germany — For the second time 
in seven months, airmen and 
community members packed into 
a hangar Thursday to welcome 
a new leader of the 52nd Fighter 
Wing.

This time, the man picked for 
the job was no stranger to many 
in the crowd.

Col. Joseph D. McFall, the  52nd 
vice wing commander from July 
2012 to June 2013, took the reins 
at an assumption-of-command 
ceremony.

Spangdahlem’s previous wing 
commander, Col. Peter Bilodeau, 
was relieved of duties in late De-
cember, less than six months into 
the job. Air Force officials in Eu-
rope said Bilodeau was removed 
because of loss of faith and con-
fidence in his leadership, not for 
any misconduct or wrongdoing. 

Bilodeau’s name wasn’t men-
tioned Thursday. Vladimir Pu-
tin’s was.

In speaking about the many 
important tasks facing the wing, 
the ceremony’s presiding offi-
cer, 3rd Air Force Commander 
Lt. Gen. Darryl L. Roberson, al-
luded to the Russian president 
and the current political crisis in 
Ukraine.

“We have threats on the hori-
zon,” Roberson said. “Mr. Putin 
has added some emphasis to what 

we do and why we do it, and so it’s 
really important that we continue 
to work together.”

McFall, a U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy graduate and an F-16 pilot 
with nearly 800 combat hours 

under his belt, last commanded 
the 435th Air Ground Operations 
Wing at Ramstein, about 80 miles 
southeast of Spangdahlem.

“It’s an awesome opportunity 
to serve with you again,” McFall 

said to Roberson, before adding,
tongue in cheek to laughs from 
the audience, “It seems like only 
yesterday I was working for you 
in Ramstein.”

In an interview after the cer-
emony, McFall spoke about the
challenges ahead. 

“There is a lot going on right
now, with building partnership 
capacity to a renewed focus on 
having combat power in the the-
ater to counter any threats that
may pop up,” he said.

Spangdahlem and the wing are
slated to grow. The base is sched-
uled to receive special operations
aircraft and personnel from RAF
Mildenhall in the United King-
dom as part of European Infra-
structure Consolidation, or EIC,
changes announced last month. 
Though Air Force officials have
said major moves are five to seven
years down the road, McFall said
construction projects to support 
the new mission are expected to
start at Spangdahlem starting in
summer 2016.

 The timetable for when the 
606th Air Control Squadron
would relocate — another move
called for by the EIC — is still not
certain, McFall said. “Probably
within the next one to two years
they’ll be heading down towards
Aviano (Italy),” he said. “That
will free up space for the guys
coming in.”
svan.jennifer @stripes.com

 MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

The new commander of the 52nd Fighter Wing, Col. Joseph 
D. McFall, talks to the media after his assumption-of-command 
ceremony at Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany, on Thursday . In the 
background is one of the wing’s F-16 Fighting Falcons.

Carter likely to be confirmed next week

Spangdahlem welcomes McFall back to fighter wing

Shifting Gears
When it comes to auto safety,

bigger is still better
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 BY MATTHEW LEE 
AND SYLVIE CORBET

The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine  — In a new 
push for peace, the leaders of 
France and Germany headed 
Thursday to Kiev and Moscow 
with a proposal to end the fight-
ing in eastern Ukraine. The sur-
prise move appeared aimed at 
heading off U.S. considerations 
of giving Ukraine lethal weapons, 
something Europeans fear could 
spark even wider hostilities.

The flurry of high-level diplo-
macy comes as resurgent fighting 
in eastern Ukraine is threatening 
Europe’s overall security.

In Moscow, President Vladimir 
Putin’s aide welcomed the new 
European initiative and said the 
Kremlin was ready for a construc-
tive discussion. NATO defense 
ministers in Brussels, however, 
were ready to boost the military 
alliance’s forces in response to the 
fighting in Ukraine and Russia’s 
increased military forcefulness.

Russia has vehemently denied 
backing the rebels with troops 
and weapons, while acknowledg-
ing that some Russians are fight-
ing with the separatists. Western 
military experts scoff at the 
Russian denial. The top NATO 
commander, U.S. Air Force Gen. 
Philip Breedlove, said Thursday 
that Russia continues to supply 
the separatists with heavy, state-
of-the-art weapons, air defenses 
and fighters.

Calling it a “very critical mo-
ment in our history,” Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko 
warmly welcomed Secretary of 
State John Kerry to Kiev, the 
Ukrainian capital.

In comments to reporters after 
their talk Thursday, Kerry urged 
Russia to show its commitment to 
a peaceful, diplomatic solution to 
the conflict in eastern Ukraine by 
ceasing its military support for 
the separatists and bringing them 
to the negotiation table.

“Our choice is diplomacy,” 
Kerry said, making no mention 
of providing Ukraine with lethal 
military aid.

At a later news conference 

with Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk, Kerry said 
President Barack Obama “is re-
viewing all his options; among 
those options, obviously, is the 
possibility of providing defensive 
systems to Ukraine.”

“We are not interested in a proxy 
war. Our objective is to change 
Russia’s behavior,” he said.

Fighting between Russia-
backed separatists and Ukrainian 
forces in eastern Ukraine surged 
in January, sending the death toll 
to more than 5,300 people killed 
since the conflict began in April.

At least three people were 
killed in overnight shelling in the 
rebel stronghold of Donetsk, local 
officials said, and a Ukrainian 
military spokesman reported five 
servicemen killed and 29 others 
wounded in the last 24 hours.

France and Germany were hop-
ing this time they can come up with 
a peace deal that both Ukraine 
and Russia can agree upon. In a 

sign of the importance of the ini-
tiative, this will be German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel’s first trip to 
Moscow since Ukraine’s conflict 
broke out a year ago.

French President Francois 
Hollande and Merkel traveled to 
Kiev and met with Poroshenko 
on Thursday evening. They plan 
to visit Moscow on Friday with a 
peace proposal “based on the ter-
ritorial integrity of Ukraine.”

“It will not be said that France 
and Germany together have not 
tried everything, undertaken ev-
erything, to preserve the peace,” 
Hollande said earlier.

The French leader did not men-
tion the U.S., saying the two Eu-
ropean nations and Russia have 
special historic, cultural and 
economic ties. A senior French 
government official said the 
two leaders decided  on the trip 
Wednesday night and did not con-
sult American officials about it. 
The official was not authorized 

to be named, according to French 
policy.

Kerry, however, sought to cast 
the new European initiative as 
part of unified Western efforts to 
support Ukraine.

He said the visit to Kiev by 
Merkel and Hollande “under-
scores that, together, the United 
States, France, Germany and the 
rest of our international partners 
stand united with Ukraine in call-
ing on Russia to take the steps 
that I just outlined.”

In Moscow, Putin adviser Yuri 
Ushakov said Russia was “ready 
for a constructive conversation” 
aimed at stabilizing the situa-
tion, establishing a dialogue be-
tween the Ukrainian government 
and the rebels and rebuilding 
economic ties between eastern 
Ukraine and Kiev. He said the 
Kremlin expects that Merkel and 
Hollande had taken Putin’s own 
peace proposals into account.

Western diplomats said Putin 

gave the French and Germans 
a nine-page peace plan, and that
Hollande and Merkel were tak-
ing a repackaged version of that
with them. The diplomats said the 
European version drops the most
objectionable elements of the Rus-
sian plan to fit what Ukraine and 
the Europeans want, such as some
autonomy for eastern Ukraine 
with special protections for lan-
guage, culture and local taxes.

Kerry said the French and
German foreign ministers had
informed Washington about the
Russian proposal but he did not
have all the details.

Kerry brought $16.4 million in
new humanitarian aid to Ukraine
as the Obama administration 
weighed sending arms to help the
beleaguered Kiev government 
fight the heavily armed separat-
ists. Obama has opposed send-
ing weapons but sources in his 
administration say that position
could change.

Germany and other European
nations remain fiercely opposed to 
sending arms to Ukraine. Federica 
Mogherini, the European Union’s
foreign policy chief, backed the
French-German peace effort, say-
ing “there is no military solution
to the crisis in Ukraine.”

“By throwing more weapons
on the bonfire, I don’t believe, un-
fortunately, that we will solve the
problems in Ukraine,” Danish
Foreign Minister Martin Lide-
gaard said in Copenhagen, urging
more sanctions against Russia to
force the rebels back into peace
talks.

European Union foreign minis-
ters will be talking Monday about 
increasing EU sanctions against
Russia for its actions in Ukraine.

 Breedlove, the top NATO com-
mander, warned Thursday that
any move to give Ukraine lethal
defensive weapons “could trig-
ger a more strident reaction from
Russia.”

Breedlove also emphasized it
was important to make sure that
Moscow and the separatists don’t
once again use a cease-fire to 
build up their forces and prepare 
for a new offensive to gain more
territory. 

EVGENIY MALOLETKA/AP

A Ukrainian serviceman holds his position Thursday in an  armored personnel carrier near Artemivsk, 
eastern Ukraine .

EUROPE

France, Germany push east Ukraine peace plan

FROM FRONT PAGE

Stoltenberg said ministers  also 
had agreed on the composition 
of a brigade-strength Spearhead 
Force, whose lead elements would 
be ready to move into trouble 
spots within 48 hours of being ac-
tivated. France, Germany, Italy, 
Poland, Spain and Britain had 
offered to provide the main ele-
ments of that force. 

“This is a strong signal of 
NATO solidarity,” Stoltenberg 
said at the end of the one-day 
meeting at NATO headquarters 
in Brussels. “And it shows that 
European allies are fully playing 
their part, taking the lead in pro-
tecting Europe.”

The allies decided to immedi-
ately establish six multinational 
command-and-control centers 

in eastern Europe. Those will be 
located in Bulgaria, Estonia, Lat-
via, Lithuania, Poland and Roma-
nia. The centers will  comprise   up 
to 50 staff officers, half of them 
from the home nations, officials 
said. 

“If a crisis arises, they will en-
sure that national and NATO forc-
es from across the Alliance are 
able to act as one from the start. 
They will make rapid deployment 
easier,” Stoltenberg said. “This 
is the biggest reinforcement of 
collective defense since the Cold 
War.”

The NATO meeting came amid 
a flurry of diplomatic activity on 
Ukraine. 

Secretary of State John Kerry 
met with Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko in Kiev on 

Thursday. In a surprise peace 
initiative, German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel and French Presi-
dent Francois Hollande were 
set to meet with Poroshenko on 
Thursday and with Russian lead-
er Vladimir Putin in Moscow on 
Friday.

“We know there are now new 
initiatives undertaken by Hol-
lande and Merkel, and we support 
those initiatives and we hope they 
will lead to concrete results,” 
Stoltenberg said.

The defense ministers’ meeting 
on Thursday was the first since 
NATO heads of state convened in 
September and decided to bolster 
the alliance’s defenses in eastern 
Europe in response to Russia’s 
annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea 
peninsula. 

The nearly yearlong crisis has 
re-energized the Cold War al-
liance, which had been search-
ing for a raison d’etre since the 
scaling back of the war in Af-
ghanistan. At the end of last year, 
NATO announced it was ending 
combat operations in Afghani-
stan. The alliance still maintains 
thousands of advisers and other 
troops in the country to help the 
Afghan army and police, who 
face threats from the Taliban and 
other insurgent groups.

In the meantime, NATO has es-
tablished a more robust presence 
in Poland and the Baltic states, 
which lie on Russia’s periphery. 
The United States has taken a 
lead role in the rotational pres-
ence and training in those states.

Hagel said that in its initial 

phase, the 66-year-old alliance 
focused on defending its mem-
bers from Soviet aggression;
after 1990, it adapted to the col-
lapse of communism and the end 
of the East-West divide by con-
ducting out-of-area operations in 
the Balkans, Afghanistan, Libya
and elsewhere. “Now, in its third 
phase, the alliance must be pre-
pared to address all these chal-
lenges at once,” Hagel said.

Stoltenberg is scheduled to 
meet with Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Lavrov at the annual 
Munich Security Conference, 
which opens Friday. Although
NATO suspended all practical
cooperation with Russia last year,
the alliance has kept channels 
open for political contacts.
lekic.slobodan@stripes.com

NATO: Leader says moves show allies ‘playing their part’ to protect Europe
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 The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Capt. 
Mathew  Golsteyn was leading a 
Special Forces team in Afghani-
stan in 2010 when an 80-man 
mission he assembled to hunt in-
surgent snipers went awry. One 
of their five vehicles sunk into 
mud, a gunshot incapacitated an 
Afghan soldier fighting alongside 
the Americans, and insurgents 
maneuvered around them to rake 
the soggy fields with machine-
gun fire.

Golsteyn, already a decorated 
Green Beret officer, responded 
with calm resolve and braved 
enemy fire repeatedly that day, 
according to an Army summary 
of his actions. He received the Sil-
ver Star for valor for his actions 
on Feb. 20, 2010, during a 2011 
ceremony at Fort Bragg, N.C. Top 
Army officials later approved him 
for an upgrade to the prestigious 
Distinguished Service Cross, sec-
ond only to the Medal of Honor in 
honoring heroism in combat by 
U.S. soldiers.

In a rare reversal, however, Gol-
steyn, now a major, no longer has 
either award. The Special Forces 
officer was later investigated for 
an undisclosed violation of the 
military’s rules of engagement in 
combat for killing a known enemy 
fighter and bombmaker, accord-
ing to officials familiar with the 
case. The investigation closed 
last year without Golsteyn being 
charged with any crime, but 
Army Secretary John McHugh 
decided to not only deny him the 
Distinguished Service Cross but 
to revoke his Silver Star, too.

McHugh cited a provision in 
Army regulations that state that 
if facts become known that would 
have prevented a medal from 
being awarded, it can be revoked. 
The Silver Star was approved by 
a top commander in Afghanistan 
— Gen. David Rodriguez, then 
the three-star deputy commander 
of U.S. Forces-Afghanistan — ac-
cording to Golsteyn’s lawyer, Phil 
Stackhouse.

“I firmly believe that had he 
known about the derogatory in-
formation that was founded by 
the aforementioned investigation, 
he would have never awarded 
Major Golsteyn the Silver Star,” 
McHugh said in a Nov. 17 letter to 
Rep. Duncan D. Hunter, R.-Calif., 
who has advocated on Golsteyn’s 
behalf. “Accordingly, I have de-
cided to revoke the interim Silver 
Star that Major Golsteyn received 
for this action.”

The decision is still shrouded in 
mystery due to the secretive na-
ture of the Army’s investigation 
into Golsteyn, who spent extensive 
time working with U.S. Marines 
in and around Marja in Helmand 
province. An online Defense De-
partment database of top valor 
awards still included Golsteyn’s 
Silver Star as of Wednesday af-
ternoon and said the information 
was current as of Jan. 30.

A spokesman for McHugh’s 
office declined to comment 
Wednesday and said the Army 
was preparing a response to 

questions posed by The Post on 
Tuesday.

Hunter, a former Marine of-
ficer and veteran of the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, alleged in 
the Daily Beast on Tuesday that 
the Army “went to extraordinary 
lengths” to investigate Golsteyn, 
threatening his fellow soldiers and 
offering them immunity. In a Dec. 
4 letter to Army Human Resourc-
es Command, Hunter said the de-
cision appears to be “retaliatory 
and vindictive.”

“The Army has been unable 
to present substantive evidence 
while an overwhelming number of 
first-person accounts provided to 
Army investigators uphold Matt’s 
record as a top-level operator,” 
said Hunter’s letter, which was 
released by the congressman’s of-
fice to The Post.

Golsteyn’s lawyer said the in-
vestigation into the Army officer’s 
actions was launched in 2011, less 
than a year after he received the 
Silver Star. He remains assigned 
to Army Special Forces Command 
at Fort Bragg and is in the process 
of determining what to do with his 
future.

“In the summer of 2014, we 
were certainly under the impres-
sion that everything was done and 
complete,” said Stackhouse. “The 
revocation of his valor awards 
came out of left field to us.”

The decision also raises the 
question whether the military 
should strip troops of awards they 
have earned if they are found to do 
something wrong later.

On the day in question, Golsteyn 
assembled his unit after his base 
had come under sniper fire from 
a Dragunov rifle, according to 
an Army narrative of his actions. 
He directed his troops to launch 
an assault across 700 meters of 
open fields, but an armored truck 
known as a Mine Resistant Am-
bush Protected  vehicle sank into 

mud under gunfire after about 175 
meters.

Under heavy machine-gun and 
sniper fire, Golsteyn ran about 
150 meters to the trapped MRAP 
to retrieve a powerful 84mm Carl 
Gustav recoilless rifle, an anti-
tank weapon. While moving under 
gunfire, he coordinated a medi-
cal evacuation for the wounded 
Afghan soldier and then opened 
fire with the Carl Gustav, said the 
Army narrative, obtained by The 
Post.

“Captain Golsteyn was alone 
running in the open through 
enemy gun fire that had over 80 
men pinned down, and from the 
crow’s nest on top of [Forward Op-
erating Base] McQueary, it looked 
like Captain Golsteyn was alone 
fighting 30 enemy fighters out in 
the poppy fields,” the award nar-
rative said.

Enemy reinforcements contin-
ued to arrive on the battlefield, so 
Golsteyn organized airstrikes by 
both a F/A-18 Hornet fighter jets 
and a Predator drone. No Ameri-
can or coalition troops were killed 
in the battle despite a barrage of 
enemy fire that lasted four hours, 
the narrative said.

Golsteyn has been critical of 
the mission he was assigned in the 
past. In the 2011 Bing West book 
“The Wrong War: Grit, Strategy 
and the Way Out of Afghanistan,” 
he is quoted as saying that the 
Americans were considered in-
surgents in Afghanistan who were 
“selling a poor product called the 
Kabul government.”

West later wrote in a review of a 
book about another Special Force 
soldier, Maj. Jim Gant, that the ca-
reers of Gant, Golsteyn and a third 
Green Beret, Dan McKone, were 
“terminated,” assessing that the 
Army failed them without elabo-
rating on Golsteyn’s case. West 
could not be reached for comment 
Wednesday.

Golsteyn wrote about his as-
signment in Afghanistan in a June 
2014 academic paper for a class at 
Fayetteville State University. The 
paper, published online, covers his 
2010 deployment and says that his 
team — known as a Special Forces 
Operational Detachment Alpha, 
or A-Team — operated in multiple 
two- and three-man teams across 
the area they were assigned. Over 
time, local tribesmen grew to trust 
them, especially after three weeks 
of fighting in Marja, he added.

“We enjoyed repeated inter-
actions with the local populace 
because we lived with them, fight-
ing for them as well as alongside 
them,” Golsteyn wrote. 

  The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Navy’s 
sex-for-secrets corruption scan-
dal may be about to get worse: 
Investigators’ prized catch has 
started to squawk.

Leonard Glenn Francis, the 
Malaysian defense contractor 
who made a fortune by supplying 
Navy ships throughout Asia, has 
begun cooperating with federal 
investigators and pointing the 
finger at new suspects, court re-
cords indicate.

According to an affidavit filed 
this week by federal investiga-
tors, a confidential witness who 
matches Francis’ description de-
tailed how a former senior U.S. 
contracting official accepted 
several hundred thousand dol-
lars in bribes in exchange for 
driving Navy business to Francis’ 
company.

The witness was not identi-
fied by name but was described 
in the affidavit as a person who 
has already pleaded guilty in the 
corruption investigation and who 
was separately convicted of fire-
arms charges in a foreign coun-
try about 30 years ago.

Francis, known as “Fat Leon-
ard” in Navy circles because of 
his girth, pleaded guilty Jan. 
15 in San Diego. He admitted 
to bribing “scores” of Navy of-
ficials with cash, luxury travel 
and prostitutes for classified or 
inside information that benefited 
his firm, Glenn Defense Marine 
Asia. He also has a record of gun 
crimes in his native Malaysia 
dating to 1986. His attorneys did 
not respond Wednesday to emails 
seeking comment.

Based on fresh information
from the witness, federal au-
thorities in Virginia on Tuesday
arrested Paul Simpkins, 60, a
former contracting official with
the Defense and Justice depart-
ments. He has been charged with
conspiracy to commit bribery.

According to the affidavit,
Francis began funneling bribes 
to Simpkins in 2006 when he was
based in Singapore as a contract-
ing officer for the Navy. The re-
lationship continued until 2012,
when Francis paid for Simpkins 
to travel from Washington to
Singapore, put him up in a Hil-
ton Hotel and provided him with
prostitutes, the affidavit alleges.

“Can u set up some clean, dis-
ease free wome[n] when I am
there?” Simpkins emailed Fran-
cis a few days prior to his trip
in September 2012, according to
court papers. As he left Washing-
ton, Simpkins followed up with 
another email, adding, “Whats
the plan to meet up and maybe do
some honey’s?”

“Honeys and bunnys,” Fran-
cis replied, according to the
affidavit.

Over the years, Francis gave
Simpkins about $150,000 in cash
bribes stuffed in envelopes and
hundreds of thousands more dol-
lars in wire transfers, federal in-
vestigators allege.

Simpkins is the ninth person
charged in the scandal, the big-
gest corruption case to hit the
Navy in recent memory. Seven de-
fendants have pleaded guilty and
federal authorities have said they
are targeting other suspects. 

 Courtesy of the U.S. Navy League

Former Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Gary Roughead, left, poses 
with Leonard Glenn Francis, the man allegedly behind the ever-
expanding Navy bribery scandal involving prostitutes and luxury travel. 
Roughead has not been implicated in the case.  

MILITARY

Navy bribery figure may
be helping investigators

Green Beret’s Silver Star revoked
Special Forces officer stripped of medal after investigation of later incident

JAMES ROBINSON/The Fayetteville Observer 

Then-Capt. Mathew Golsteyn 
 at a Valor Awards Ceremony  in 
2011 at Fort Bragg, N.C.
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 BY ANDREW TAYLOR

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —  The top 
House Democrat said Thursday 
that talks with the Obama ad-
ministration about a new autho-
rization of military action against 
Islamic State militants in Iraq and 
Syria are focusing on a time frame 
of three years but there isn’t any 
agreement yet on what geographic 
areas would be covered and what 
kinds of force could be used.

House Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif., told reporters that 
it will be a challenge for war-wary 

Democrats, the White House, and 
Republicans seeking a broader 
use of military force to forge an 
agreement, but that she ultimately 
expected one to be reached.

“I’m not saying anybody’s come 
to an agreement on it,” Pelosi said. 
“I think it’s going to be a challenge, 
but we will have it.”

GOP House Speaker John 
Boehner  said he expected Obama 
to send lawmakers a request for 
an authorization of military action 
in a few days and said it’ll be up to 
the president to build support for it 
among lawmakers and the public.

“His actions are going to be an 

important part of trying for us to 
get the votes to actually pass an au-
thorization,” Boehner said. “This 
is not going to be an easy lift.”

For her part, Pelosi also said she 
hoped Congress would repeal the 

2002 congressional authorization 
for the war in Iraq but retain the 
2001 authorization for military ac-
tion in Afghanistan.

The negotiations come as the 
world is recoiling in horror after 
Islamic militants released a grisly 
video of the murder of a Jordanian 
Air Force pilot by burning him 
alive. Pelosi also said that the U.S. 
should “move quickly” to steer 
military aid to Jordan, which has 
begun a stepped-up campaign 
against the militants, including a 
series of air strikes in Syria.

Republicans generally want a 
broader authorization of military 

action against the militants, who 
have overrun wide swaths of Iraq
and Syria, than Democrats have 
been willing to consider. Presi-
dent Barack Obama has said he
does not want U.S. “boots on the 
ground” in combat roles, while 
many Republicans believe that
option ought to be available .

Separately, Pelosi said she plans 
to attend an address by Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu to a joint meeting of Con-
gress next month. The address is
controversial because  Boehner
extended it without consulting the
White House. 

Pelosi expects deal on military action against militants 
‘ I think it’s going to 
be a challenge, but 
we will have it. ’

Rep. Nancy Pelosi
D-Calif.

 The Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa — Over-
seas service requirements for the 
Iowa National Guard continue to 
decline, the head of the unit said 
Thursday.

Maj. Gen. Timothy Orr ad-
dressed the Iowa General Assem-
bly with the annual “Condition of 
the Guard” address. Orr said they 
currently have about 150 soldiers 
and airmen deployed around the 
world. Thousands have served in 
combat and combat support roles 
over the past 13 years in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

“Since the large brigade-level 
deployment in Iowa in 2010-2011, 
we’ve seen a significant decline 
in the demand for Iowa National 
Guard forces,” Orr said. He said 
the current number deployed is 
“the lowest number of deployed 
servicemembers from the Iowa 
National Guard since the start of 
Operations Enduring and Iraqi 
Freedom.”

Orr said 18 Guard members 
who were wounded in service 
have received medical care over 
the past year, but just two are still 
receiving treatment.

The U.S. combat role in Afghan-
istan has ended after 13 years, 
though some troops remain in the 
country with the authorization 
to attack the Taliban if there is a 
threat to U.S. military personnel.

Orr said the Guard is focused 
on training to prepare for military 
duties and emergency response in 
the state. 

That includes sending airmen to 
Air Force schools for technology 
training. While an F-16 fighter jet 
was removed from Des Moines in 
September, Orr said missions con-
tinue at the air base.

The state did not face many 
emergency situations in 2014, but 
Orr said the Guard used the time 
to “plan, prepare and exercise for 
potential disaster response sup-
port on a variety of scenarios.” 
Those preparations included work-
ing on tornado response plans and 
recently on developing a response 
system for cybersecurity.

There are about 9,200 National 
Guard soldiers and airmen in 
Iowa. 

Head of Iowa 
Guard gives 
status report
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BY JENNIFER HLAD

Stars and Stripes

 COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. 
— More than 300 people packed a 
county auditorium here Tuesday 
afternoon to support Fort Carson 
in Colorado Springs, Colo., and 
ask Army leaders to spare the post 
from future cuts.

The community listening ses-
sion — No. 14 of 30 the Army is 
holding near bases across the 
country — allowed senior military 
officers the chance to hear from 
the community before deciding 
where and how to make personnel 
cuts.

The Army is in the process of re-
ducing end strength to 490,000 by 
2017, but if sequestration is not re-
pealed, the service will lose about 
$95 billion over 10 years and will 
likely be forced to drop to 420,000 
soldiers by 2019, said Col. Karl 
Konzelman, chief of the Army 
force management division.

That could include cutting up to 
16,000 soldiers from Fort Carson, 
said Ed Anderson, a retired three-
star general who moderated the 
session. 

Anderson opened the meet-
ing by stressing that it was “not a 
BRAC (Base Closure and Realign-

ment Commission) hearing,” and 
Brig. Gen. Roger Cloutier Jr., the 
Army’s director of force manage-
ment, said “not a single decision 
has been made” about where cuts 
might be made. But the 3½ hours 
of presentations and support from 
the area’s congressional delega-
tion, the governor, regional lead-
ers and the overflowing crowd 
suggested the community fears 
otherwise.

For the first two hours, the mes-
sage the Army received was clear: 
The region and the entire state 
stand united in support of Fort 
Carson.

Colorado has “a long, proud 
history of military here in the 
Centennial State,” said Gov. John 
Hickenlooper, and the state pro-
vides “floor-to-ceiling, total sup-
port” to returning veterans.

Colorado Springs’ “love affair 
with the Army” began 142 years 
ago, when a retired Civil War gen-
eral came to the area and founded 
the town, said Mayor Steve Bach.

“I honestly think it’s in our DNA” 
to love the Army, he said. “We are 
one family,” with no separation 
between military and civilian.

The military “is part of our col-
lective soul,” said Bill Cadman, 
president of the Colorado state 

Senate. “This is not about remov-
ing dollars from our pockets. This 
is about removing members from 
our families.”

Still, cuts at the base would have 
a major economic impact on the 
community, said Andy Merritt, 
of the Colorado Springs Regional 
Business Alliance.

Cutting 16,000 soldiers would 
mean a loss of $1.07 billion, he said, 
but even a cut of 3,500 soldiers — a 
brigade — would be significant.

Organizers asked the commu-
nity to wear green to show support 
for the base, and showed photos of 
clubs and businesses full of green-
clad employees on a screen above 
the Army representatives after the 
official presentations were over. 

Despite the overflow crowd and 
sea of green clothing, not everyone 
stood in support of the base.

Several farmers and ranchers 
pointed out that land in the Piñon 
Canyon area was taken by the 
Army in the 1980s for a maneuver 
training facility, and they want it 
back.

A woman who identified herself 
as a member of the organization 
“Not One More Acre” said that for 
years her family lived in fear that 
their farm would be taken for the 
training facility.

“We are asking you to close 
Piñon Canyon Maneuver Site,” 
she said.

Most community members ex-
pressed support. 

A man who said he had served 
in the Army and was stationed 
at several bases told the panel he 
never felt like he was part of the 
community anywhere else, and 
chose to leave the Army in part 

because he would have had to
move back to Fort Bragg, N.C. In 
Colorado Springs, he said, he feels
like part of a family.

A little more than  3½ hours
after the session began, Cloutier
closed it with reassurances that all
the comments had been heard and
would be taken back to the Penta-
gon. “For us and the senior leaders
of the Army, this is not about num-
bers,” he said. “We know it’s about
soldiers and families and hopes 
and dreams and lives.”

The Army has not released a 
schedule of remaining listening
sessions, but dates and times will
be announced in each affected
community. The sessions will con-
tinue through March.
hlad.jennifer@stripes.com
Twitter: @jhlad
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 BY JAMIE STENGLE

The Associated Press

DALLAS — With a trial set to 
begin next week for the man ac-
cused in the fatal shootings of 
famed Navy SEAL sniper Chris 
Kyle and Kyle’s friend, court of-
ficials in Texas are set to begin 
the process of screening potential 
jurors.

Candidates  began reporting 
Thursday to district court in the 
small town of Stephenville, about 
80 miles southwest of Fort Worth, 
Texas. They’ll be deciding the 
case of former Marine Eddie Ray 
Routh, 27, who’s charged with 
capital murder in the killings two 
years ago at a gun range outside 
Stephenville.

 About 500 people are expected 
to report to court to get informa-
tion on juror qualifications and 
potential exemptions on Thursday 
and Friday. Four sessions will be 
held over the course of the two 
days to accommodate all of the po-
tential jurors. 

Erath County District Clerk 
Wanda Pringle said she does not 
yet know whether attorneys on 
those days will choose to give 
potential jurors a questionnaire 
containing questions specifically 

related the Routh case. Jury se-
lection is set for Monday and 
Tuesday. Opening statements are 
expected Wednesday. 

Pringle said instead of a typical 
jury pool of 175, about 800 were 
summoned. Of them, about 300 
have been eliminated . 

The trial is expected to garner 
international attention. The court 
has already issued an extensive 
list of rules related to media cov-
erage, and police have issued in-
formation on road closures when 
the trial starts. 

The Oscar-nominated movie 
“American Sniper,” based on 
Kyle’s memoir of the same name 
and starring Bradley Cooper, was 
recently released. Kyle served 
four tours in Iraq before retiring 
from the military in 2009. 

Routh, who struggled with post-
traumatic stress disorder after 
leaving the Marines in 2010, had 
served as a small-arms technician 
in the Iraq War and was deployed 
to earthquake-ravaged Haiti on 
a relief mission. Kyle took Routh 
to the shooting range at a luxury 
resort in the rolling countryside 
outside Stephenville after Routh’s 
mother asked if Kyle could help 
her son. Routh’s attorney has said 
he’ll pursue an insanity defense. 

JENNIFER HLAD/Stars and Stripes

From left, Col. Karl Konzelman, Brig. Gen. Roger Cloutier Jr. and Maj. Gen. Paul LaCamera listen to 
feedback from the community Tuesday  in Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Screening for jurors in 
Chris Kyle case begins

Hundreds attend 
‘listening session’ 
about Colo. base
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 BY TOM PHILPOTT

There is rising confidence 
across the Senate and House 
armed services committees that 
2015 will be the year Congress 
passes legislation to modernize 
military compensation, with an 
alternative to traditional 20-year 
retirement and perhaps replace-
ment of the triple-option Tricare 
health program.

After decades of rejecting 
military compensation studies, 
whether from teams of Pentagon 
analysts or independent blue-rib-
bon panels, Congress this year 
appears to be embracing the clev-
er weav ing of proposals prepared 
by the Military Compensation 
and Retirement Modernization 
Commission.

Sen. Claire 
McCaskill, 
D-Mo., said 
it was “ex-
traordi-
nary” that 
nine com-
mission-
ers endorse 
their propos-
als unani-
mously. So 
before her colleagues are “off 
to the races trying to politicize” 
them, she advised, they ought to 
“pause a moment and realize that 
you might just have gotten this 
right, and this might be exactly 
what we need to be doing.”

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., new 
chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, pledged to 
keep the well-being of military 
members and families “foremost 
in our thoughts as we deliberate 
the commission recommenda-
tions. But upholding our sacred 
obligation to them does not mean 
resisting change at every turn. We 
must not shrink from the opportu-
nity before us to create a modern 
system of compensation and re-
tirement benefits that would pro-
vide greater value and choice.”

The new chairman of the mili-
tary personnel subcommittee, 
Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., 
warned commission critics: “If 
you think they missed a mark, we 
will certainly listen to you. But 
we’re not going to play the dema-
goguery game because change is 
afoot and it’s necessary.”

McCain and Graham have told 
staff they hope to include at least 
some commission recommenda-
tions in the fiscal 2016 defense 
authorization bill.

As military folks try to grasp 
the complex commission plans, 
Congress this week also received 
a fresh set of proposals from the 
Obama administration, part of 
its fiscal 2016 defense budget 
request, to continue to dampen 
growth in basic pay and allow-
ances. That budget package asks 
Congress to consolidate Tricare 
options, to raise Tricare fees 
sharply on working-age retirees, 
to set a first-ever enrollment fee 
for new Medicare-eligible retir-
ees using Tricare for Life, and to 
raise pharmacy co payments.

President Barack Obama 
wants the January 2016 military 
pay raise capped at 1.3 percent, 

a percentage point below  wage 
growth in the private sector. His 
budget proposes a string of “lim-
ited” pay raises through 2020. It 
would continue to dampen annual 
adjustments to Basic Allowance 
for Housing until recipients pay 5 
percent of rental and utility costs 
out of pocket.

The budget also proposes more 
cuts to annual subsid ies for the 
Defense Commissary Agency, 
enough so that base grocery store 
patrons see store operating days 
or hours cut, although not below 
five days  per week.

Those budget changes would 
lower compensation costs by 
$1.7 billion next year and by $18 
billion through 2020. They are 
separate from commission rec-
ommendations. Several, such as 
consolidating Tricare options, 
even conflict with commission 
plans. Commissioners want Tri-
care replaced with a menu of 
private-sector insurance options 
and two-part Basic Allowance 
for Health Care, or BAHC. One 
part would cover full premiums 
of a mid range health insurance 
plan. A self- directed portion of 
BAHC   covering co payments and 
deductibles  could be windfall 
cash for families if they become 
discerning users of their health 
insurance benefit.

The most uncertain feature of 
the commission’s health plan is its 
vision that private insurance plans 
would be required to include base 
medical staff and facilities in  net-
works of providers, and that those 
care providers would see enough 
challenging cases to sustain war-
time medical skills. To help in that 
regard, the commission proposes 
 a new joint readiness command to 
oversee all aspects of readiness, 
including medical skills at base 
hospitals.

On retirement, current mem-
bers could stay under their High-
3 plan, which pays an immediate 
annuity after at least 20 years of 
service, or they could shift to the 
new plan mandated for new en-
tran ts. It would blend a reduced, 
defined benefit  that pays 40 per-
cent rather than 50 percent of 
basic pay as an immediate annu-
ity after 20 years with a Thrift 
Savings Plan, or TSP, that has 
government matching member 
contributions up to 5 percent of 
basic pay. After  two years, mem-
bers would be fully vested in their 
TSP accounts to take with them if 
they separate short of 20 years.

The commission proposes 
using Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits to 
protect force retention under the 
plan. The education benefit could 
be transferred to dependents  after 
10 years of service  in exchange 
for serving  two more years. At the 
12-year mark, members could get 
lump-sum continuation pay equal 
to at least  2½ months’ basic pay  
if they agree to serve four more 
years. At 20 years, they would eli-
gible for immediate annuity equal 

to at least 40 percent of basic pay. 
They could opt for a reduced an-
nuity and some retirement cash 
in a lump sum, or they could get 
a bigger lump sum and defer any 
annuity until they also are eligible 
for Social Security. That old-age 
annuity would equal what peers 
receive if they elected to accept 
full annuities at retirement.

The commission said computer 
modeling shows that more com-
plex choice of benefits still would 
produce healthy retention rates, 
would save billions of dollars  per 
year and would give the vast ma-
jority of members who leave ser-
vice short of 20 years  nest eggs 
equivalent to civilian employer 
401(k) plans.

More than 90 percent of cur-
rent first-termers likely would 
shift to the new retirement sys-

tem if given that option, commis-
sioners testified. 

Some lawmakers on the armed 
services committees gushed over 
the plan, calling it bold and thor-
ough. Others were cautious but 
not critical.

The 70-year-old retirement 
system and a Tricare program 
launched in the mid-1990s “were 
appropriate for their time,” said 
McCain. “But clearly, times have 
changed.”

Still to be heard from are mili-
tary associations and veterans 
groups who have criticized past 
plans to overhaul compensation 
as radical and risky, endangering 
the nation’s defense.
 Send comments to Military Update, P.O. 
Box 231111, Centreville, VA, 20120; email 
milupdate@aol.com; or twitter: Tom 
Philpott @Military_Update.

MILITARY

MILITARY
 UPDATE

Compensation ideas draw bipartisan backing

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP

Senate Armed Services 
Committee Chairman Sen. 
John McCain, R-Ariz.,  speaks 
Wednesday on Capitol Hill in 
Washington .

McCaskill
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WAR ON TERRORISM

 BY KARIN LAUB

The Associated Press

AMMAN, Jordan — Jordanian 
warplanes bombed Islamic State 
targets on Thursday, state TV said, 
after the country’s king vowed to 
wage a “harsh” war against the 
militants who control large areas 
of neighboring Syria and Iraq.

The military confirmed the 
airstrikes, but did not provide de-
tails. Jordan TV, quoting military 
officials, reported that the strikes 
targeted Islamic State positions, 
but did not say in which country.

Jordan is part of a U.S.-led mili-
tary coalition that has bombed 
Islamic State targets in both coun-
tries since last fall, but until now 
Jordanian warplanes are  known 
to have carried out raids only in 
Syria.

King Abdullah II pledged to step 
up the fight against the Islamic 
State group after the militants 
burned a captive Jordanian pilot 
in a cage and released a video of 
the killing earlier this week. The 
images have sent waves of anger 
across the region.

On Thursday, warplanes roared 
overhead as the king paid a con-
dolence visit to the family of the 
pilot, Lt. Muath al-Kaseasbeh, in 
his village in southern Jordan. 
The king pointed upward, toward 
the roar of the planes, as he sat 
next to the slain pilot’s father, Safi 
al-Kaseasbeh.

Al-Kaseasbeh told the assem-

bled mourners that the planes 
had returned from strikes over 
Raqqa, the de facto capital of the 
militants’ self-declared caliphate. 
His son had been captured near 
Raqqa when his F-16 fighter plane 
went down in December.

Defense officials said the U.S. 
has moved search-and-rescue air-
craft closer to the battlefields in 
recent days in Syria and Iraq.

The move is intended to bolster 
the confidence of American and 
allied pilots that they won’t suffer 
the fate of the downed Jordanian 
fighter .

Three defense officials said 
Thursday that U.S. search-and-
rescue aircraft were moved into 
northern Iraq in recent days to put 
them in better position to respond 
to the downing of a U.S. or allied 
aircraft in Syria or Iraq. The near-
est rescue crews had been based 
in Kuwait, one official said.

The officials requested anonym-
ity because they were not autho-
rized to publicly discuss a move 
that has not been announced.

Earlier this week, the Islamic 
State group displayed the video of 
the killing  on outdoor screens in 
Raqqa to chants of “God is Great” 
from some in the audience, ac-
cording to another video posted by 
the militants.

On Wednesday, Abdullah 
warned that Jordan’s response 
“will be harsh because this terror-
ist organization is not only fighting 
us but also fighting Islam and its 

pure values.” He pledged to hit the 
militants “hard in the very center 
of their strongholds.”

Waves of revulsion over the 
killing washed across the Middle 
East, a region long accustomed to 
violence. In mosques, streets and 
coffee shops, Muslims denounced 
the militants’ brutality and dis-
tanced themselves from their vio-
lent version of Islam.

Even a prominent preacher with 
close links to jihadi groups said 
Islamic State militants miscalcu-
lated if they hoped the images of 
the pilot’s agony would galvanize 
greater opposition to the U.S.-led 
military coalition. 

“After millions of Muslims were 
cursing every pilot (in the coali-
tion), with this act, they (the Is-
lamic State group) have made the 
burned one into a symbol,” Abdul-
lah al-Muhaysni, a Saudi sheik, 
wrote on his Twitter account.

In Washington, leading mem-
bers of Congress have called for 
increased U.S. military assistance 
to the kingdom. Currently, the 
United States is providing Jordan 
with $1 billion annually in eco-
nomic and military assistance. 

Sen. Joe Manchin,  D-W.Va., a 
member of the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee, said  Abdullah 
— who met with lawmakers and 
President Barack Obama on Tues-
day — must be given “all of the 
military equipment” he needs to 
combat the group. He said Abdul-
lah did not ask for ground troops.

PHOTOS BY NASSER NASSER/AP

Tribe members of slain Jordanian pilot Lt. Muath al-Kaseasbeh receive mourners at the memorial tent 
set up in their home village of Ai near Karak, Jordan, on Thursday .

 BY AHMED AL-HAJ

The Associated Press

SANAA, Yemen — Al-Qaida’s 
branch in Yemen announced on 
Thursday that one of its top cler-
ics was killed in a U.S. drone 
strike last month in the country’s 
south.

The announcement came amid 
lingering uncertainty about the 
impact of Yemen’s current politi-
cal deadlock on the U.S. counter-
terrorism campaign.

The slain cleric was identified 
as Sheikh Harith al-Nadhari, said 
to be in his 30s. Often seen in a 
white turban, he was among the 
group’s few public faces frequent-
ly featured in online religious lec-
tures. He also recently appeared 
in an al-Qaida video praising last 
month’s deadly attack at the of-
fices of French satirical weekly 
Charlie Hebdo.

Al-Qaida in the Arabian Pen-
insula, as the Yemeni affiliate is 
known, claimed responsibility 
for the Paris attack in which two 
gunmen killed 12 people.

Al-Nadhari was killed along 
with three others on Jan. 31 when 
a drone-fired missile blew up a 
vehicle in which the four were 
traveling in the southern prov-
ince of Shabwa, according to the 
AQAP statement posted on one of 
its official Twitter accounts.

There was no immediate com-
ment from Washington.

The Jan. 31 airstrike was the 
second U.S. drone strike in five 
days, and was seen as signal-
ing Washington’s resolve to keep 
fighting the militants despite Ye-
men’s political paralysis, brought 
on by a Shiite rebel power grab.

The Shiite Houthi rebels, who 
are believed to be backed by Iran, 
overran the capital of Sanaa in 

September, claiming they want a
greater share of power in impov-
erished Yemen. Last month, they 
raided key military buildings
and the presidential palace and
besieged the residences of U.S.-
backed President Abed Rabbo
Mansour Hadi and the country’s 
prime minister. The president
and his entire Cabinet eventually
resigned rather than give in to the
rebel demands.

The prospect of a leaderless 
Yemen has raised concerns about
Washington’s ability to continue

targeting 
Al-Qaida.

Led by 
Osama bin 
Laden’s top
aide Nasser
al-Wahishi, 
al-Qaida’s 
Yemen branch 
has posed the
greatest dan-
ger to West-
ern interests,
especially the
United States.
After several
unsuccessful 

operations on U.S. soil, the group 
claimed the attack on the French
magazine, saying it was meant
to avenge cartoons depicting the
Prophet Muhammad.

Al-Qaida and the Houthis —
whose members are mostly Shi-
ite Zaydis — are top enemies and 
have battled each other in cen-
tral Yemen. Both groups are also
staunchly anti-American, though
the al-Qaida affiliate in Yemen 
has accused the Houthis of join-
ing ranks with the United States
in the war against it.

The al-Qaida statement vowed
the group would continue to tar-
get Americans and also Houthis.
“You won a battle but not the war.
… nothing will stop us,” it said. 

 BY SINAN SALAHEDDIN

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraq’s prime 
minister on Thursday lifted a 
decade-old, midnight-to-5 a.m. 
curfew in Baghdad, ordered that 
long-blocked streets in the capital 
be opened up and declared some 
neighborhoods of the city weap-
ons-free zones.

The measure by Haider al-
Abadi appeared to be aimed at 
restoring a sense of normalcy 
in Baghdad, where residents en-
joyed a vibrant night life before 
the 2003 U.S.-led invasion that 
toppled Saddam Hussein. The 
curfew was imposed in 2004 as 
security deteriorated across the 
city and beyond.

A government statement said 
al-Abadi met with security of-

ficials at the Baghdad military
command at dawn Thursday and
ordered the curfew to be lifted
starting Saturday.

He also ordered that streets, 
long blocked off for security rea-
sons, reopen for traffic and pe-
destrians. The prime minister’s
order also banned the carrying
of weapons in four major neigh-
borhoods — the Shiite Kazimiyah
area, the Sunni Azamiyah district,
the Sunni Manous and the south-
western Sayidyah neighborhood.

There was no indication how 
the last measure would be imple-
mented, and al-Abadi gave no
reason for  lifting the curfew.

Baghdad is still witnessing 
near-daily attacks, including sui-
cide and car bombings, by mili-
tants seeking to undermine the 
Shiite-led government’s efforts to
maintain security. 

Al-Qaida in Yemen: Drone 
strike killed senior cleric

Jordan vows ‘harsh’ war
Airstrikes target Islamic State, aiming to avenge death of pilot

2004 Baghdad curfew lifted

‘ You won 
a battle 
but not 
the war. 
… Nothing 
will stop 
us. ’

Al-Qaida in 
the Arabian 

Peninsula
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WAR ON TERRORISM

Pilot’s death a turning point in Jordan’s war policy
BY SLOBODAN LEKIC

Stars and Stripes

An  outpouring of public sup-
port after  the grisly  slaying of 
a Jordanian fighter pilot by the 
Islamic State  likely will give the 
kingdom’s pro-Western monarch 
a freer hand in fighting the radi-
cal group, analysts say.

 King Abdullah II cut short 
a visit to Washington after the 
Islamic State posted a video 
Tuesday showing Lt. Muath al-
Kaseasbeh being burned to death 
in a metal cage. The extremists 
followed the video with an audio 
statement offering cash bounties 
on other Jordanian pilots, listing 
their names, ranks and the neigh-
borhoods where they live.

The king immediately appeared 
on national television, calling on 
all Jordanians to unite during 
this “very difficult time, which 
will only stiffen our resolve and 
determination” to fight Islamic 
State terrorists.

He also promised an “earth-
shaking response.”  Early  Wednes-
day the government announced 
it had executed two convicted 
terrorists who spent a decade on 
death row. They included Sajida 
al-Rishawi, a would-be suicide 
bomber arrested in connection 
with an attack on three luxury ho-
tels in Amman in 2005 in which at 
least 57 people died.

President Barack Obama said 
he thought the pilot’s  slaying “will 
redouble the vigilance and deter-
mination of a global coalition to 
make sure they are degraded and 
ultimately defeated.”

On Wednesday, hundreds of 
people gathered at Amman’s in-
ternational airport to welcome 
Abdullah and to express support 
for his policies.

“Our gathering should send a 
clear message to everyone that 

Jordanians won’t let their pre-
cious blood go in vain,” said 
Ahmed Khazaleh, 29, an Amman 
clothing shop owner.

“Lt. Kaseasbeh is a martyr to 
all Arabs, not only Jordanians,” 
said Yousef abu Taha, 32, a vege-
table vendor. “We tell them we’re 
all Muath al-Kaseasbeh.” 

The downing and capture of 
al-Kaseasbeh on Dec. 24 ini-
tially sparked angry protests 
over Jordan’s participation in the 
U.S.-led mil-
itary cam-
paign, seen 
by many as 
 a war that 
didn’t af-
fect their 
country. The 
demonstra-
tions, includ-
ing one in 
the southern 
city of Maan 
 in which protesters carrying Is-
lamic State banners set fire to 
government buildings, fueled 
fears that wider discontent could 
trigger a political crisis in the 
kingdom — a key U.S. ally in the 
Middle East and one of the few 
countries in the region not en-
gulfed in armed conflict or politi-
cal turmoil.

The protests raised pressure on 
the king, whose government last 
year cracked down on radical Is-
lamists inside Jordan to forestall 
a potentially dangerous internal 
threat. At least 60 people sus-
pected of jihadi  sympathies were 
arrested under the country’s re-
cently expanded anti-terrorism 
laws, opposition activists sa id.

All that changed after the bru-
tality of al-Kaseasbeh’s death.

Demonstrators in the pilot’s 
hometown of Karak came out in 
their hundreds to show their sup-
port for the government, social 
media was flooded with calls for 

captured Islamic State fighters to 
be executed in the same way as 
al-Kaseasbeh. Dozens of callers 
— including civil society repre-
sentatives and members of Jor-
dan’s various tribal groups — to 
an open TV talk show, expressed 
rage at the killing and support for 
the king. Some even apologized 
for criticizing his policies in the 
past, saying the pilot’s murder 
showed that this was indeed Jor-
dan’s war.

Jordanian political com-
mentator Amer Sabayleh said 
al- Kaseasbeh’s slaying was 
a “turning point” in Jordan’s 
politics. 

“It unified Jordanians of all 
political affiliations under the 
umbrella of the crown. This will 
help the king to maneuver politi-
cally and militarily within the in-
ternational coalition to wipe out 
Daesh,” he said using the Arabic 
acronym for Islamic State.

In an editorial titled “What kind 
of Islam is this? ” the independent 
ad-Dustour daily called on all 
Jordanians to continue to support 
their monarch as he fights the Is-
lamic State. “What is required of 
all Jordanians now is to remain 
vigilant against Daesh’s terror-
ist agenda, to reject any side that 
would try to undermine the army 
and the king and to refrain from 
softening our determination to 
fight this criminal group,” it said.

Even the pilot’s father, Safi al-
Kaseasbeh, who previously criti-
cized Jordan’s participation in 
the international coalition, urged 
the government to intensify its 
strikes on “these criminals.”

On Wednesday, mosques across 
the kingdom held special sermons 
simultaneously, called the mar-
tyr’s prayers, and in Amman’s 
main mosque a dummy draped 
in a white cloth symbolizing al-
Kaseasbeh’s body was brought 
in for the last rituals. Christian 
churches also announced servic-
es for the dead pilot.

“Daesh’s heinous crimes will 
not scare us,” Senator Yousef al-
Jazi told Stars and Stripes. “To 
the contrary, it will stiffen our re-
solve and determination to bring 
these criminals to justice.”

Jordan has long played an out-
sized role in Washington’s policy 
in the region. The kingdom, which 
harbors 1.5 million refugees from 
the war in neighboring Syria and 
450,000 from Iraq, will received 
nearly $1.3 billion in U.S. aid and 
loan guarantees in 2015, double 
the previous year’s figure.

The U.S. military also has de-
ployed a battery of Patriot anti-
aircraft missiles, a squadron of 
F-16s to help defend Jordanian 
airspace, and several hundred 
trainers and advisers to the coun-
try. The number of U.S. service-
members currently in Jordan 
tops 1,600, said a senior Jorda-
nian official who asked not to be 
named because of the sensitivity 
of the issue.

Hundreds of Jordanian troops 
are trained in the United States 
each year, and in 2014 about 6,000 
U.S. soldiers were deployed to 
Jordan to take part in the annual 
22-nation Eager Lion exercises.

Jordan is also a key ally in the 
U.S.-led aerial onslaught against 

Islamic State forces, which have
made massive territorial gains in
northeastern Syria and in Iraq 
since last year. Jordanian F-16s
have  bombed Islamic State posi-
tions regularly since the air cam-
paign began on Sept. 22.

Jordan’s mainstream Islamic 
groups have long criticized Am-
man’s reliance on Washington
because of America’s close al-
liance with Israel. Although Is-
rael and Jordan have had normal
diplomatic ties for  more than two
decades, many in the kingdom
— whose population is majority 
Palestinian — oppose the Jewish
state’s continuing occupation of
Palestinian territor y.

More than 2,000 Jordanian cit-
izens have gone to Syria to fight 
alongside extremist groups, ac-
cording to the International Cen-
ter for the Study of Radicalization
and Political Violence. They ac-
count for about 10 percent of all 
foreigners who have joined jihadi 
groups in Syria, according to the
London-based think tank.

“The rise of the Islamic State 
phenomenon is the result of
young people in the Arab world 
losing hope, seeing that their re-
gimes are not only weak in the 
face of Israel and America, but
that they are actually collaborat-
ing with them,” Jamil Abu Bakr, 
a senior official of the Muslim
Brotherhood, said in an interview 
last month.
Lekic reported from Kaiserslautern, 
Germany.
 Jamal Halaby contributed to this story 
from Amman, Jordan.
lekic.slobodan@stripes.com

Abdullah
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 BY CRAIG WHITLOCK

 The Washington Post

Judging from her emails, Jill 
Kelley was star-struck by the big-
name military commanders rotat-
ing between the war zones in the 
Middle East and her home town of 
Tampa, Fl a. And they were equal-
ly smitten with her.

“Everyone thinks you’re a 
RockStar!” Kelley gushed in a 
2012 email to Marine Gen. James 
Mattis, then commander of all U.S. 
military forces in the Middle East. 
“We agreed how amazing it must 
be that you’re single-handedly re-
writing history,” she added, recall-
ing how she had sung the general’s 
praises to several foreign ambas-
sadors at the Republican National 
Convention that August in Tampa.

After another social event, she 
wrote a similar mash note to Mat-
tis’ deputy, Vice Adm. Robert 
Harward. “What a Leader you 
were to these heads of State,” she 
enthused. “You ROCK!!!”

Replied Harward: “YOU ROCK 
MORE!”

In late 2012, Kelley’s talent as 
a Tampa hostess and her knack 
for charming men in uniform 
indirectly triggered one of the 
most embarrassing national secu-
rity scandals of the past decade. 
Among other casualties, the fall-
out led to the forced resignation 
of CIA Director David Petraeus 
— a former four-star Army gen-
eral — and the early retirement of 
Marine Gen. John Allen, the com-
mander of U.S. and NATO forces 
in Afghanistan.

Kelley’s chumminess with Pe-
traeus and the military brass 
had attracted the notice of the 
spymaster’s biographer and mis-
tress, Paula Broadwell. She bad-
mouthed Kelley in anonymous 
emails to military officials and 
others, according to federal inves-
tigators and a lawsuit filed by Kel-
ley. The FBI got involved. Petraeus 
quit in disgrace. Allen retired.

The case still has not been en-
tirely resolved. The Justice De-
partment is deciding whether 
to charge Petraeus with leaking 
classified material to his lover. He 
has denied doing so.

Long after the scandal broke, 
it remains unclear what exactly 
prompted Broadwell to view Kel-
ley as a rival. Kelley has said the 
two never met and that she never 
had an affair with Petraeus, Allen 
or anyone else.

Nor has anyone fully explained 
why Allen, while busy oversee-
ing the war in Afghanistan, 
exchanged a blizzard of corre-
spondence with Kelley — be-
tween 20,000 and 30,000 pages of 
emails, according to some senior 
defense officials. Other officials 
have said that figure includes 
many duplicate notes and exag-
gerates the extent of their com-
munications, adding that there 

were only about 300 total emails.
The Defense Department in-

spector general investigated and 
concluded in 2013 that Allen had 
not committed any wrongdoing. 
But it has kept its report and all of 
Allen’s emails under lock and key.

Now, a glimpse into Kelley’s 
relationship with military com-
manders has emerged from anoth-
er, previously undisclosed batch of 
emails: her correspondence with 
Mattis, a legendary Marine, and 
Harward, a Navy SEAL, from 
when they served as the top two 
officers at U.S. Central Command 
headquarters in Tampa. The 
Washington Post requested the 
emails in November 2012 under 
the Freedom of Information Act. 
More than two years later, after 
numerous unexplained delays, the 
Pentagon released 238 pages of 
heavily censored documents.

The unredacted portions of 
the emails — from Mattis’ and 
Harward’s government email ac-
counts — contain no evidence 
of improper behavior. But taken 
together, the records depict two 
wartime commanders who were 
easy marks for the flattery of an 
exuberant socialite. “I wish that 
we could clone a couple thousand 
of you, but the land is likely not 
ready for that big an impact,” Mat-
tis told Kelley in a Jan. 31, 2012, 
email.

Mattis and Harward, who have 
since retired from the military, 
did not respond to multiple re-
quests for comment.

Kelley, 39, who still lives in 
Tampa, referred questions to her 
attorney, Alan Raul, of Washing-
ton. He released a statement that 
read, in part: “The latest set of 
emails made public by the gov-
ernment simply confirms that Jill 
Kelley is and was a talented, civic-
minded woman doing productive 
work as Honorary Ambassador to 
Central Command in Tampa and 
as Honorary Consul for the Re-
public of Korea.”

“Nonetheless,” he added, “con-
tinued unauthorized government 

release of the Kelleys’ emails ex-
poses them to further unjustified 
embarrassment and injury.”

A relative newcomer on Tampa’s 
social scene, Kelley and her hus-
band, Scott, hosted events at their 
mansion for military officers from 
nearby MacDill Air Force Base, 
home of Central Command head-
quarters. The emails show how 
Kelley was eager to deepen and 
formalize the relationship, urging 
the brass to bestow on her the title 
of honorary ambassador for Cen-
tral Command and the U.S.-led 
military coalition in Afghanistan 
and the Middle East.

“Sooooooooo. ... Did you and 
Jim finally decide to make me 
your ‘official’ CentCom ambassa-
dor?????” Kelley asked Harward 
on Jan. 12, 2012. “Please! Please! 
Please! I always wanted to be an 
Ambassador, since I was made to 
be a ‘catalyst’ — that helps build or 
facilitate Foreign relations.”

Harward gave a teasing reply: 
“We’ll have to put you through 
the vetting process and inter-
views to ensure you have the right 
attributes!”

She passed muster soon enough. 
On April 19, Harward hosted an 
official recognition ceremony and 
reception in which Kelley was 
anointed “United States Central 
Command and Coalition Honor-
ary Ambassador.”

Mattis was tied up in Baghdad 
and couldn’t attend. Kelley, who is 
of Lebanese descent, emailed him 
afterward with a narrative of the 
event. She described how she gave 
a speech, partly in Arabic, and 
did her best to make a good diplo-
matic impression with VIPs from 
Middle Eastern countries.

“I gave my commitment . . . as 
the Ambassador, to make it my 
priority to advance global trust, 
international exchange, and ca-
maraderie within the Command,” 
she wrote. “But most importantly 
I thanked Gen Mattis for his price-
less support and glorius [sic] lead-
ership. I said, without him, this 
would not be a reality!”

She added: “Harward also 
spoke — really flattering words 
about ‘Madame Ambassador’ He 

explained how they decided to 
designate this new position — and 
why the CentCom unilaterally 
chose me. :) (which was very hum-
bling to hear in front of a million 
guys).”

 Kelley found her niche as a 
networker, volunteering her time 
to arrange dinners, charity func-
tions and other events in Tampa 
and Washington. Her ebullient 
personality stood out in military 
and diplomatic circles, catching 
attention from some unexpected 
corners.

In January 2012, for example, 
the South Korean Embassy in 
Washington informed Kelley that 
she had been selected to become 
an honorary consul. Even though 
she knew little about the country, 
she accepted the title with gusto.

“YES!!!! Honorary Consul Gen-
eral. I’m soooooo excited about 
the humbling honor,” she wrote to 
Mattis on Jan. 31 to inform him of 
her appointment. “It’s ironic that 
I get the request from the state of 
Korea — which is NOT my exper-
tise. However as a lover of Inter-
national Politics/Foreign Affairs, 
I do find the Korean Statehood 
quite interesting ... (I’m a lover of 
conflict problem solving, and have 
a keen sense of seeking opportuni-
ties in chaos.).”

While Kelley’s appointments 
as ambassador and consul gen-
eral were honorary positions, the 
emails indicate she was eager to 
become a diplomatic player.

In July and August 2012, she 
informed Harward in a series of 
notes that she had received an 
official invitation from the par-
liament of Afghanistan to visit 
Kabul. In correspondence with 
State Department officials, she 
emphasized that her planned visit 
to Kabul had the backing of Allen, 
the U.S. general in charge of mili-
tary operations in Afghanistan.

“I am honored by their petition 
of me, and would be humbled to 
serve the request to foster, pro-
mote and proliferate future rela-
tions and agreements with the 
Members of Parliament,” Kelley 
wrote in an Aug. 27 email to an 
unidentified State Department of-

ficial, which was copied to Allen.
“As I stated in our conversation,
COMISAF John Allen is well 
aware of the invitation by Par-
liament, and is in support of my 
visit to Kabul.” Kelley’s attorney
did not respond to a query about
whether she went on the trip.

As she embraced her honor-
ary roles, Kelley also became
protective of her diplomatic turf.
The tone of her cheery, solici-
tous emails changed abruptly in
early July 2012 after an unidenti-
fied NATO official informed her
matter-of-factly that three other 
coalition ambassadors had been
appointed and would be attending 
a French-sponsored Bastille Day
party.

“Bob,” she emailed Harward
minutes later. “WHAT IS THIS
ALL ABOUT??? You never in-
formed me of ‘3’ other Honorary
Ambassadors??????”

When Harward replied that he
would check into the matter, Kel-
ley fumed some more. “Please
call ... and make it very clear that
you are NOT supporting this,” she 
wrote. “These NATO guys manip-
ulate passive behavior ... Clearly, 
I’m offended, and not standing 
up for this ... Please address this 
today, and kill this for once and for
all.”

Kelley’s diplomatic career
crumbled a few months later — not
because of her perceived NATO
rivals but because of the FBI’s
investigation into Broadwell’s 
anonymous emails and the ripples 
from Petraeus’ downfall.

Although Kelley was never ac-
cused of wrongdoing, her name
and her unusual niche in the na-
tional security establishment
were quickly publicized by the 
news media. In 2013, she sued the 
FBI and the Defense Department,
asserting that her privacy rights 
had been violated by officials who
leaked her name and personal in-
formation to reporters.

The federal government has
sought to dismiss the case, but
a judge has ruled that the law-
suit can proceed in U.S. District 
Court in Washington. 

Jill Kelley correspondence depicts a striving 
Fla. socialite and a smitten military brass

Emails shed light 
on Petraeus flap

AP

Jill Kelley leaves her home  in November  2012 in Tampa, Fla. Kelley is identified as the woman who  
allegedly received harassing emails from Gen. David Petraeus’ paramour, Paula Broadwell. 

The unredacted portions 
of the emails — from 
(Gen. James) Mattis’ 
and (Vice Adm. Robert) 
Harward’s government 
email accounts — 
contain no evidence 
of improper behavior. 
But taken together, 
the records depict two 
wartime commanders 
who were easy marks 
for the flattery of an 
exuberant socialite.
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On this broadcast last week, in an 
effort to honor and thank a veteran 
who protected me and so many oth-
ers after a ground-fire incident in 
the desert during the Iraq War inva-
sion, I made a mistake in recalling 
the events of 12 years ago. It did not 
take long to hear from some brave 
men and woman in the aircrews who 
were also in that desert — I want 
to apologize. I said I was traveling 
in an aircraft that was hit by RPG 
(rocket-propelled grenade) fire. I was 
instead in a following aircraft. We 
all landed after the ground-fire inci-
dent and spent two harrowing nights 
in a sandstorm in the Iraq desert. 
This was a bungled attempt by me 
to thank one special veteran and, by 
extension, our brave military men 
and women, veterans everywhere 
— those who have served while I did 
not. I hope they know they have my 
greatest respect and, also now, my 
apology. 

Brian Williams

“NBC Nightly News”

FROM FRONT PAGE

“I think it is misleading” for 
Williams to say his aircraft was 
following behind the Chinook hit 
by two rocket-propelled grenades 
and small-arms fire, said David 
Luke, a retired soldier from Texas 
who was a flight engineer with a 
company of the helicopters under 
the 159th Aviation Regiment, 
which was known as Hercules 
and based out of Savannah, Ga.

The company carrying NBC 
and the company that was at-
tacked typically flew sorties one 
hour apart to supply forward po-
sitions as the U.S. pushed toward 
Baghdad, though they happened 
to pass in the air before the inci-
dent, he said.

Luke said his formation of three 
Chinooks was carrying Williams 
and his NBC crew back toward 
Kuwait when they spotted a white 
Iraqi pickup truck, which stopped 
to watch the aircraft. They flew 
past quickly and continued on.

Soon after, Luke’s formation 
passed another company of Chi-
nooks based out of Germany 
known as Big Windy heading in 
the opposite direction toward 
Baghdad, he said.

Luke’s Hercules Chinooks 
carrying Williams and the NBC 
crew soon heard over the radio 
that the Big Windy company they 

had passed came under fire from 
the pickup truck, he said.

Sgt. 1st Class Joseph Miller, 
who was a flight engineer on the 
Chinook carrying NBC, said the 
TV news crew placed a micro-
phone in one of the helicopter’s 
headsets and later broadcast clips 
of the radio reports from the Chi-
nook company that was attacked.

Luke’s unit then ran into an ap-
proaching sandstorm that forced 
them to change course and return 
north in an attempt to find a safe 
haven at the forward operating 
base Rams, a Spartan and hast-
ily  organized post to the south of 
Baghdad, Luke said.

The unit found the rocket-
damaged Chinook parked at an 
airstrip just outside Rams. Crew-
members on that aircraft said 
Williams came off his helicopter 
and approached them to ask about 
the attack.

The damaged Chinook had 
been hit by two rockets and small-
arms fire, including rounds that 
passed through the cockpit and 
ricocheted inside the cabin, giv-
ing one soldier a cheek wound.

Williams angered crew mem-
bers last week when he claimed 
he had been aboard the attacked 
Chinook during NBC’s cover-
age of a public tribute for re-
tired command sergeant major 

Tim Terpak, who  had provided 
ground security for the parked 

helicopters. 
The anchor 

had taken Ter-
pak to a Rang-
ers hockey 
game at Madi-
son Square 
Garden in New 
York. 

In an inter-
view with Stars 
and Stripes, 
Williams said 
he had misre-
membered the 
events and was 
sorry.

He issued an 
apology to the Chinook soldiers 
on Facebook, writing that “I was 

indeed on the Chinook behind the 
bird that took the RPG in the tail 
housing just above the ramp.”

Williams also corrected his 
earlier report during the “NBC 
Nightly News.” 

“I was instead in a following 
aircraft. We all landed after the 
ground-fire incident and spent 
two harrowing nights in a sand-
storm in the Iraq desert,” he 
said.

The apology was met with some 
cynicism from those who were 
there.

“I have a feeling that he didn’t 
have a choice (but to apologize),” 
Luke said. “I don’t think it would 
ever have happened (otherwise). 
He would’ve told that war story 
until he was on his dying bed.”

Others were glad Williams 
apologized.

When reached Thursday, Mike 
O’Keeffe, who was the door gun-
ner on the Chinook hit by RPGs,
said he was more or less satisfied
with the apology and no longer 
wanted to press the issue by mak-
ing public comments. 

“I understand your interest and
very much appreciate you get-
ting the truth out there, but from 
my perspective, Mr. Williams 
has been outed and has enough
to deal with,” O’Keeffe wrote in
a message to Stars and Stripes.
“Guess I just don’t want to kick
the guy when he is down. Though
he wordsmithed his apology to
downplay what he did, he did re-
cant and I am satisfied.”

tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten

MILITARY

Williams: Some on the scene in Iraq believe apology was contrived

 Justin Stephens/Courtesy of NBC

‘

‘ He 
would’ve 
told that 
war story 
until he 
was on 
his dying 
bed. ’

David Luke
retired flight 

engineer
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 BY NEDRA PICKLER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — President 
Barack Obama on Thursday con-
demned those who seek to use 
religion as a rationale for carry-
ing out violence around the world, 
declaring that “no god condones 
terror.”

“We are summoned to push 
back against those who would 
distort our religion for their ni-
hilistic ends,” Obama said during 
remarks at the National Prayer 
Breakfast. He singled out the 
Islamic State group in Iraq and 
Syria, calling the militants a 
“death cult,” as well as those re-
sponsible for last month’s terror-
ist attacks in Paris and deadly 

assault on a school in Pakistan.
Obama offered a special wel-

come to a “good friend,” the Da-
l ai Lama, seated at a table in front 
of the dais among the audience of 
3,600. Earlier Obama, seated at 
the head table, pressed his hands 
together in a prayer-like posi-
tion and bowed his head toward 
the Dalai Lama, then gave him a 
wave and a broad smile.

It was the first time the presi-
dent and the Tibetan Buddhist 
leader attended the same public 
event, with China objecting to 
foreign leaders meeting with the 
Dalai Lama because of his quest 
for greater Tibetan autonomy 
from Beijing. Obama’s three pre-
vious meetings with the Dalai 
Lama have been private because 

of the sensitivity of the situation.
In a show of White House sup-

port for the Dalai Lama, he was
seated at a table with top Obama
adviser Valerie Jarrett. Actor
Richard Gere, a friend and fol-
lower of the Dalai Lama,  also was
nearby. Meanwhile, outside, hun-
dreds of demonstrators banged
drums and waved Tibetan flags
under heavy police presence.

The Dalai Lama fled to exile in
India after a failed 1959 Tibetan 
uprising against Chinese rule. 
Obama on Thursday called him
“a powerful example of what it 
means to practice compassion
and who inspires us to speak up
for the freedom and dignity of all
human beings.” 

Some in GOP eye 
tax credits as a 
health care option

Obama condemns those 
who seek to ‘hijack religion’

 BY DAVID ESPO

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — A small, in-
fluential group of Republicans, 
in search of a replacement health 
care law, will propose tax credits 
to help lower-income individuals 
and families purchase insurance, 
officials said Wednesday. The GOP 
lawmakers would jettison the con-
troversial coverage requirement 
in the current “Obamacare” law.

The proposal is part of an out-
line that Sen. Orrin Hatch, Sen. 
Richard Burr and Rep. Fred 
Upton planned to make public 
Thursday. It’s an early marker 
among the competing recom-
mendations likely to be floated in 
advance of an expected Supreme 
Court ruling in June on the con-
stitutionality of a key part of 
President Barack Obama’s health 
insurance overhaul.

Hatch, from Utah, is chairman 
of the Senate Finance Committee, 
which has jurisdiction over much 
of the current law. Burr, from 
North Carolina, is a member of 
the panel. Upton, a Michigan law-
maker, chairs the House Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, 
which has significant authority 
over the law in that chamber.

Aides to all three lawmakers 
declined comment. Upton also 
declined to provide any details 
of the plan, but he said Tuesday 
the effort is aimed at “being pre-
pared to talk about something we 
could support” if the court strikes 
down a part of the law that pro-
vides subsidies for millions who 
purchase coverage under the cur-
rent arrangement.

Like other alternatives expect-

ed to follow, the starting point for 
the three lawmakers is repeal of 
the current law, which Republi-
cans voted against unanimously 
when it passed in 2010 and have 
tried repeatedly to uproot since 
then.

Officials familiar with the 
emerging proposal said it is based 
in large part on an outline that 
Hatch, Burr and former Sen. Tom 
Coburn, of Oklahoma, outlined a 
year ago. The officials spoke on 
condition of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to speak 
on the record before a formal 
announcement.

By repealing Obama’s health 
care law, the plan would eliminate 
the government requirement for 
individuals to purchase coverage 
and the penalty for noncompliance 
— a key irritant to Republicans — 
and would get rid of a companion 
mandate for businesses to provide 
coverage for their work ers. It also 
is expected to scrap a requirement 
for all plans to provide insurance 
in specific areas, including in-
patient settings, hospitalization, 
maternal and newborn coverage, 
pediatric care and more.

The plan will call for tax credits 
to individuals and families up to 
300 percent of the poverty line to 
encourage them to purchase cov-
erage, officials said. For a family 
of four, that translates to annual 
income of up to $71,400, accord-
ing to the Department of Health 
and Human Services website.

To help finance the program, 
Hatch, Burr and Upton are ex-
pected to recommend taxing the 
value of health insurance plans 
above $30,000  per year as regu-
lar income, the officials added. 

Republicans, Democrats jockey on changing education law
 BY KIMBERLY HEFLING

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Outnum-
bered by Republicans, Demo-
cratic lawmakers are jockeying 
to get their views heard as Con-
gress moves ahead on revising 
the much-maligned No Child Left 
Behind education law.

With votes anticipated in the 
House and Senate, House Demo-
crats crowded into a small Capi-
tol Hill hearing room Thursday 
for their own forum on changing 
the law in protest of Republicans’ 
handling of the issue.

Annual testing requirements, 
Common Core standards and 
school choice are all hot-button 
issues in the debate. Both sides 
heartily agree that the landmark 
law needs to be fixed, but tension 
centers on the level of federal in-
volvement in classifying and fix-
ing schools.

Complicating the issue, alle-
giances don’t clearly fall along 
party lines. Among Republicans, 
for example, some members es-
sentially want to  eliminate the 
federal role in education, but GOP-
friendly business groups side with 

civil rights groups in support of 
a strong federal role. Teachers’ 
unions, historically aligned with 
Democrats, have criticized the 
Obama administration’s handling 
of education policy as having too 
much of an emphasis on testing.

The bipartisan No Child Left 
Behind law, signed by President 
George W. Bush in 2002, was de-
signed to bring equity to schools 
and mandated that students in 
grades three to eight be tested 
annually in reading and math 
and once again in high school. 
Schools that didn’t show annual 
growth faced consequences, and 
every student was to be proficient 
by 2014.

Deciding that the goal was un-
attainable, the Obama adminis-
tration in 2012 started granting 
waivers to states, allowing them to 
avoid some of the more stringent 
requirements of the law if they met 
conditions such as adopting mean-
ingful teacher evaluation systems 
and college- and career-ready 
standards like Common Core. The 
standards spell out what skills stu-
dents in each grade should master 
in reading and math.

Widespread disagreement over 

how to change the law has kept 
Congress from getting a bill to 
President Barack Obama.

With Republicans now control-
ling both the House and the Sen-
ate, congressional leaders are 
hopeful they can get a bill passed
this year. That’s left House Dem-
ocrats frustrated with the speed
at which it’s moving.

Rep. John Kline, R-Minn., the
chairman of the House Education
and the Workforce Committee, on
Tuesday released a bill to update
the law similar to one passed by
the House in 2013 without one
Democrat on board, and sched-
uled a Feb. 11 committee meeting
to consider it. The bill maintains
federal testing requirements, but 
it strips the federal government of
much of its authority — including
limiting the education secretary’s 
role in “coercing” standards. A
vote is expected in late February. 

EVAN VUCCI/AP

President Barack Obama bows his head toward  the Dalai Lama on Thursday as he was recognized 
during the National Prayer Breakfast in Washington .

SUSAN WALSH/AP

 Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee Chairman 
Sen. Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn., sit s next to ranking member Sen. 
Patty Murray, D-Wash.,  during a hearing in January on Capitol Hill in 
Washington  on ways to fix the No Child Left Behind law .
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AND JENNIFER PELTZ

The Associated Press

VALHALLA, N.Y.  — An inves-
tigation into what caused a fiery 
crash that killed a motorist and 
five rail riders is focusing on how 
a mother of three described by 
friends as safety conscious ended 
up between two crossing gates 
in her SUV as a commuter train 
barreled toward her.

“The big question everyone 
wants to know is, why was this 
vehicle in the crossing?” Robert 
Sumwalt, a National Transporta-
tion Safety Board vice chairman, 
told reporters in suburban New 
York a day after the deadliest 
accident in the 32-year history 
of Metro-North Railroad, one of 
the nation’s busiest commuter 
railroads.

NTSB investigators were work-
ing Thursday to examine the 
tracks, interview the crew and 

find out whether Ellen Brody’s 
Mercedes SUV had a data record-
er of its own.

Service on the Harlem Line re-
sumed Thursday with delays, as 
trains slowed down through the 
crash site area.

Brody, 49, was driving home 
from her jewelry store job Tues-
day night when a witness said 
she got out of her vehicle to check 
after a guardrail came down on 
top of it. She then got back into 
the car, driving forward onto the 
tracks just before she was struck 
by the train, motorist Rick Hope 
told The Journal News.

“She wasn’t in a hurry at all, but 
she had to have known that a train 
was coming,” Hope told the news-
paper, adding he backed up and 
motioned for her to do the same.

The crash happened in the 
dark in an area where the tracks 
are straight but drivers exiting 
or entering the adjacent Taconic 

Parkway had to turn and cross 
them. Traffic also was backed 
up because of an accident on the 
parkway.

Investigators had no evidence 
the crossing gates weren’t work-
ing properly, but their examina-
tion was just beginning, Sumwalt 
said.

Brody was a mother of three 
grown daughters and was an ac-
tive, outgoing member of her syn-
agogue. She was “not risky when 
it came to her safety or others’,” 
said family friend Paul Feiner, the 
town supervisor in Greenburgh.

The crash was so powerful that 
the electrified third rail came 
up and pierced the train and the 
SUV, and the SUV was pushed 
about 1,000 feet, Sumwalt said. 
The blaze consumed the SUV and 
the train’s first car.

Sumwalt said the NTSB also 
would  examine the adequacy of 
the train’s exits and the intensity 

of the fire, which investigators 
believe was sparked by the SUV’s 
gas tank.

In the first car, a man whose 
hands were burned elbowed open 
the emergency exit latch, allow-
ing some of the train’s roughly 700 
passengers to escape, passenger 
Christopher Gross said on ABC’s 
“Good Morning America.”

The train’s engineer tried to 
rescue people until the smoke 
and flames got so severe that he 
had to escape, Westchester Coun-
ty Executive Rob Astorino said.

 It was not the first deadly crash 
at the site. A Metro-North train 
hit a truck, killing its driver, at 
the same Commerce Street cross-
ing in 1984, according to Federal 
Railroad Administration records.

Every day, trains travel across 
more than 212,000 highway-
grade rail crossings in the U.S. 
There are an average of 230 to 
250 deaths a year at such cross-

ings, down more than 50 percent
from two decades ago, FRA fig-
ures show.

Risky driver behavior or poor
judgment accounts for 94 per-
cent of grade crossing accidents,
according to a 2004 government 
report.

Metro-North is the nation’s sec-
ond-busiest commuter railroad, 
after the Long Island Rail Road,
serving about 280,000 riders  per 
day.

Late last year, the NTSB issued
rulings on five Metro-North acci-
dents in New York and Connecti-
cut in 2013 and 2014, repeatedly
finding fault with the railroad.

Among the accidents was a
2013 derailment in the Bronx that 
killed four people, the railroad’s
first passenger fatalities. The
NTSB said the engineer had fall-
en asleep at the controls because
of a severe, undiagnosed case of
sleep apnea. 

Probe centers on why SUV was on tracks

NY court asked to release
chokehold death details

 BY TOM HAYS
The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — Two months 
after a grand jury declined to 
press criminal charges in the po-
lice killing of an unarmed New 
York City man, a state judge must 
decide whether to disclose details 
of the secret proceedings.

The New York Civil Liberties 
Union and other petitioners have 
gone to court on Staten Island to 
demand that Judge William Gar-
nett open the record in the Eric 
Garner case — a position opposed 
by Richmond County District At-
torney Daniel Donovan. Garnett 
was set to hear arguments at a 
hearing Thursday morning.

In court papers, the NYCLU 
cited the outcry over the grand 
jury’s decision not to indict Daniel 
Pantaleo — the white New York 
Police Department officer seen 
on a widely watched video putting 
the unarmed black man in what 
the medical examiner called a 
fatal chokehold — as a compel-
ling reason to make an exception 
to the long-standing practice of 
keeping the process secret.

Disclosure is needed “to restore 
public confidence in our criminal
justice system and  to inform the
current debate that has begun
regarding the role of the grand 
jury as an instrument of justice
or injustice,” the NYCLU argues
in the court papers.

In its reply, Donovan’s office 
has argued that grand jury wit-
nesses came forward and testified 
“with full assurances of secrecy.”
Making their testimony public, 
the papers argue, would bring an
“inevitable result of harassment
or retaliation.”

Pantaleo and other officers 
stopped Garner on the street on
July 17 on suspicion of selling
loose, untaxed cigarettes. A video
shot by an onlooker and widely 
watched on the Internet shows
 Garner, 43, telling the officers to
leave him alone and refusing to
be handcuffed.

Pantaleo responded by wrap-
ping his arm around Garner’s
neck . The heavyset Garner, who
had asthma, is heard on the tape
gasping, “I can’t breathe.” He 
later was pronounced dead at a 
hospital. 

Australian wins race up Empire 
State Building a record 6th time  New rules proposed

on Internet speeds
 WASHINGTON  — Declaring 

the Internet critical for the nation, 
a top U.S. regulator on Wednes-
day proposed an unprecedented 
expansion of federal power to en-
sure providers don’t block or slow 
Web traffic for America’s count-
less users.

The proposal by Federal Com-
munications Commission Chair-
man Tom Wheeler was a victory 
for advocates of “net neutrality,” 
the idea that Internet providers 
must allow data to move across 
their networks without inter-
ference. The idea has been the 

subject of heavy lobbying and
millions of dollars in advertising 
in the past year.

 Major Internet providers in-
sist they have no plans to create 
such fast or slow lanes, but they 
strongly oppose the regulation, 
arguing that it could stifle inno-
vation and investment. Open In-
ternet rules had been in place but
were recently knocked down by a
federal court.

Wheeler’s proposal attempts 
to erase any legal uncertainty 
by reclassifying the Internet as a
telecommunications service and
regulating it under the 1934 Com-
munications Act.  
 From The Associated Press

 The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — An Australian 
woman won the annual race up 
the Empire State Building’s stairs 
for the sixth time, a record for the 
women’s event.

Suzy Walsham dashed up 1,576 
steps to the 86th-floor observa-
tory in the Empire State Building 
Run-Up on Wednesday night in 
12 minutes and 30 seconds.

The men’s race was won by 
German runner Christian Riedel, 
a first-time winner who came in 

at 10 minutes and 16 seconds.
The 38th annual tower climb 

was organized by NYCRUNS.
The participants came from 

around the world and were led 
by the elite women’s and men’s 
groups. The general field fol-
lowed, with staggered, seconds-
apart start times for racers to 
avoid a crush of people all try-
ing to get into the stairwell at the 
same time.

Last year, Walsham won the 
women’s event in 11 minutes and 
57 seconds and Thorbjorn Lud-

vigsen, of Norway, won the men’s 
race in 10 minutes and 6 seconds.

The course records are 9 min-
utes and 33 seconds for the men, 
set by Australian Paul Crake in 
2003, and 11 minutes and 23 sec-
onds for the women, set by Aus-
trian Andrea Mayr in 2006.

German Thomas Dold holds 
the record for most men’s victo-
ries, with seven.

The Empire State Building 
Run-Up is one of the most well-
known tower climbs in the world. 

MARK LENNIHAN/AP

 The Empire State Building and the Manhattan skyline are seen from the Rainbow Room  in New York . An 
annual race up the stairs of the Empire State building was won by an Australian woman for the sixth time.
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The Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — While 
finding that Americans narrowly 
favor allowing gay and lesbian 
couples to legally marry, a new 
Associated Press-GfK poll also 
shows most believe wedding-relat-
ed businesses should be allowed to 
deny service to same-sex couples 
for religious reasons.

Roughly half the country also 
thinks local officials and judges 
with religious objections ought to 
be exempt from any requirement 
that they issue marriage licenses 
to gay and lesbian couples, accord-
ing to the poll.

That view of the same-sex-
marriage issue echoes that of the 
Mormon church. Last week, the 
church called on state legislatures 
to pass new laws that protect gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgender 
people from discrimination but 
also to protect the rights of those 
who assert their religious beliefs.

David Kenney, a self-employed 
Catholic from Novi, Mich., said 
he’s fine with same-sex marriage 
being legal. He’s among the 57 per-
cent of Americans who said wed-
ding-related businesses — such 
as florists — should be allowed to 
refuse service if they have an ob-
jection rooted in their religion.

“Why make an issue out of 
one florist when there are prob-
ably thousands of florists?” asked 
Kenney, 59. “The gay community 
wants people to understand their 
position, but at the same time, they 
don’t want to understand other 
people’s religious convictions. It’s 
a two-way street.”

Kenney isn’t alone. About a 
quarter of those who favor legal 
same-sex marriage also favor re-
ligious exemptions for those who 
issue marriage licenses, the poll 
finds, and a third say wedding-re-
lated businesses should be allowed 
to refuse service.

Geri Rice, who lives near San 
Francisco and works in law firm 
management, strongly favors gay 
marriage. She’s torn about wheth-
er a public official with religious 
objections should be exempt from 
issuing a license, but says she be-
lieves that business owners should 
be allowed to tell somebody no 
thanks. 

The poll found that 44 percent 
of Americans favor and 39 percent 
oppose legal same-sex marriage 
in their own states, while 15 per-
cent expressed no opinion. 

The AP-GfK Poll of 1,045 adults 
was conducted online Jan. 29-Feb. 
2 using a sample drawn from 
GfK’s probability-based Knowl-
edgePanel, which is designed to 
be representative of the U.S. pop-
ulation. The margin of sampling 
error for all respondents is plus or 
minus 3.5 percentage points. 

 BY MIKE HOUSEHOLDER

The Associated Press

DETROIT — An interactive 
theater show offered in more than 
a dozen cities across the U.S. en-
courages participants to channel 
their inner Sherlock Holmes in 
an end-of-the-world team game-
building exercise.

It wouldn’t hurt if they had a lit-
tle Rick Grimes from “The Walk-
ing Dead” in them, either.

“Trapped in a Room with a 
Zombie” is a “room-escape” ex-
perience, versions of which are 
offered in Atlanta, Chicago, Den-
ver, Los Angeles, New York, Se-
attle and other cities.

A version that recently opened 
in Detroit works like this: Up to a 
dozen people are ushered into a 
room at a downtown high-rise and 
locked inside for an hour along-
side a blood-thirsty zombie (or 
at least an actor portraying one) 
who is chained to a wall. Every 
five minutes, a buzzer sounds, 
and the zombie is given another 
foot of chain, allowing the undead 
creature to scamper closer to its 
next meal.

If participants don’t solve a 
series of puzzles and riddles, the 
zombie “eats” everyone.

Rick Broida, the Detroit show’s 
executive producer, said it’s 
“more ‘fun scary’ than ‘scary 
fun.’ ”

“The zombie is there to add an 
adrenaline rush. Cannibalism 
has been outlawed in this country 
for a little while, so legally speak-
ing, the zombie’s not allowed to 
eat you or consume any portion of 
you,” Broida said just before Au-
drey Poe and seven pals entered 

the room and did their best to 
avoid becoming zombie fodder.

Poe, of suburban Waterford, 
Mich., “was trying to find some-
thing fun and interesting to do” 
for her 30th birthday when she 
read online about “Trapped in a 
Room with a Zombie.”

Poe’s group solved some clues, 
but not quickly enough to make it 
out “alive.”

“We almost got out,” she said, 
minutes after affixing her name 

tag to a wall reserved for those 
who didn’t survive.

About 30 percent of the groups 
that have taken part in the De-
troit show have survived. The re-
cord time so far is 58 minutes, 21 
seconds.

“It always comes down to a 
race to the finish with the zombie 
nipping at your heels, and every-
body’s trying to solve the last puz-
zle,” Broida said. “It makes for a 
really exciting time.” 

 BY FENIT NIRAPPIL

The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Cali-
fornia lawmakers proposed leg-
islation Wednesday that would
require parents to vaccinate all 
schoolchildren unless a child’s 
health is in danger, joining only 
two other states with such strin-
gent restrictions.

Parents could no longer cite per-
sonal beliefs or religious reasons
to send unvaccinated children to 
private and public schools under
a proposal introduced after doz-
ens of people have fallen ill from
a measles outbreak that started
at Disneyland in Anaheim. Mis-
sissippi and West Virginia are the
only other states with such strict
vaccine rules, though the Cali-
fornia bill’s chief author said he
would consider including a reli-
gious exemption.

“People are starting to realize,
‘I’m vulnerable, my children are
vulnerable,’ ” said Sen. Richard
Pan, a Democratic pediatrician
from Sacramento. “We should not 
wait for more children to sicken or
die before we act.”

Childhood vaccine has become
an emotionally charged topic amid 
a measles outbreak that has sick-
ened more than 100 people across 
the U.S. and in Mexico. No deaths 
have been reported.

According to the National Con-
ference of State Legislatures, 
California is among 20 states that
allow for personal belief exemp-
tions and 48 that allow for reli-
gious exemptions.

A Washington state lawmaker 
introduced a bill Wednesday that 
would remove the personal belief
allowance for an exemption in that
state.

Public health officials believe
an immunization rate of at least
90 percent is critical to minimiz-
ing the potential for a disease 
outbreak. California’s kindergar-
teners met that threshold at the
start of this school year, according 
to state statistics: 2 percent were
exempted because of their par-
ents’ personal beliefs, and another
half a percent were exempted be-
cause of their parent’s religion.

Less than one-fifth of a percent 
of all students — about 1,000 —
had a medical vaccine exemption 
that would be preserved under the 
bill.

Pan, who previously served in
the assembly, was the author of
another vaccination bill that took
effect last year. It requires parents
who don’t have their children vac-
cinated for nonreligious reasons to
get a note from the doctor’s office
before enrolling their children in
school.

A spokesman for Gov. Jerry
Brown, who signed that bill, did
not say if the governor would op-
pose efforts to end exemptions.

“The Governor believes that 
vaccinations are profoundly im-
portant and a major public health 
benefit and any bill that reaches
his desk will be closely consid-
ered,” spokesman Evan Westrup
wrote in an email. 

PHOTOS BY CARLOS OSORIO/AP

 A chained “zombie” reaches for participants as they play “Trapped in a Room with a Zombie,” an 
interactive theater show combining puzzle-solving and a zombie threat, in Detroit. 

 Audrey Poe, center left, and Erika Sorensen, center, look over clues 
in “Trapped in a Room with a Zombie. ”

Cities offer zombie-themed escapism

Lawmakers 
aim to limit 
exemptions 
for vaccines 

A ‘2-way 
street’

‘ It always comes down to a race to the finish 
with the zombie nipping at your heels, and 
everybody’s trying to solve the last puzzle. It 
makes for a really exciting time. ’

Rick Broida
executive producer of “Trapped in a Room with a Zombie”

Poll shows support of 
same-sex marriage 
comes with caveats
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LeavingLeaving
his markhis mark

Descendant seeks to restore
family’s 19th-century graveyard

“I don’t want my ancestors to be forgotten.”

LOS ANGELES TIMES/TNS 

 Ernest Marquez, 90, stands in the backyard of his West Hills, Calif., home  . Marquez has been crafting the concrete crosses adorned with seashells, rocks, plants and Mexican 
tiles to mark graves in the historic Marquez Family Cemetery , which has fallen into disrepair.

 BY MARTHA GROVES

Los Angeles Times

 An unusual crop is sprouting in 
Ernest Marquez’s backyard 
in West Hills, Calif.: nearly 
two dozen 2-foot-high concrete 

crosses.
The 90-year-old graphic designer wants 

to fulfill his long-held dream of creating 
nearly three dozen grave markers for his 
family’s 19th-century burial ground in 
Santa Monica Canyon.

“Some time in the past, all the markers 
were taken or destroyed,” Marquez 
said. With the exception of stones the 
family erected to mark the graves of 
his grandfather and grandmother, “the 
cemetery has remained empty of any 
identification of where a grave might be.”

Once part of a large cattle ranch, the 
Pascual Marquez Family Cemetery stands 
amid stately trees and pricey houses on 
winding San Lorenzo Street. The city of 
Los Angeles has deemed it “extremely 
historic” for its connection to the region’s 
early history.

In 1839, the Mexican government granted 
the area, known as the Rancho Boca de 
Santa Monica, to two Mexican citizens, 
Francisco Marquez and Ysidro Reyes. The 
rancho eventually became parts of Santa 
Monica and Pacific Palisades.

Not long after Francisco Marquez and 
his wife, Maria, moved to the canyon, two 
of their children died in infancy. Marquez 
buried them in the 1840s within view of 
the family’s adobe home on what was then 
a wide-open upper mesa.

In succeeding decades, more people 
were buried — perhaps 30 other family 
members, Native American servants and 
friends, including a dozen people who died 
of botulism after eating home-canned 
peaches at a New Year’s Eve gathering to 

usher in 1910.
A photo from the 1890s shows a few 

wooden crosses, all of them long gone now. 
Ernest Marquez’s grandfather Pascual 
was the last to be buried there, in 1916. 
Pascual’s wife, Micaela , preceded him in 
death.

During Pascual’s life, the canyon evolved 
from wilderness into a popular resort. In 
the mid-1920s, the Marquez and Reyes 
families sold the land to Santa Monica 
Land & Water Co., owned by Robert Gillis. 
Dorothy Gillis Loomis, his daughter, 
urged him to protect the cemetery. She 
commissioned noted architect John Byers 
to design an adobe wall to surround the 
burial ground.

Once the parcels were subdivided for 
houses, the cemetery became landlocked. 

Marquez family members used a 4-foot-
wide easement to gain access.

Marquez, a self-taught historian who has 
written books about the rancho era, spent 
several years in court battling neighbors 
who contended that the easement had 
been terminated by non-use. In 2005, a 
Los Angeles County Superior Court judge 
decided in Marquez’s favor, allowing him 
to use the easement and maintain the 
cemetery.

In 2011, neighbors agreed to sell a 
portion of the land in front of the burial 
ground at a greatly reduced price. It is now 
a beautifully landscaped entry to the burial 
ground, which lies behind a locked gate.

Because burial records were lost or 
are incomplete, cemetery supporters 
in 2009 covered the cost of researching 

the cemetery’s boundaries. Scientists
used ground-penetrating radar imaging 
equipment to find burial sites. Dogs trained
to sniff out remains also identified likely
locations.

Marquez and his son, Ernesto, are 
mapping the cemetery based on the data to
pinpoint the grave sites so that they can put 
a 40-pound cross over each one.

“Our historian’s crosses honor the
tradition of decorating coastal graves
with pottery shards as well as wooden
markers,” said Patricia Nettleship,
director of La Senora Research Institute,
a canyon nonprofit foundation that raised
money to preserve the cemetery. “It will
be an extraordinary blessing to have the
cemetery marked again with the creations
of a rancho descendant.”

To make each cross, Marquez pours 
concrete into a handmade wooden mold. 
He then decorates the still malleable cross 
with items that could be associated in some
way with his ancestors’ rancho. He has used
Mexican tiles, including some made by the
famed Malibu Potteries, bought on EBay 
or supplied by friends. He has scavenged
for tree bark. Friends have brought him
clam shells from the coast and pebbles
from Santa Monica Creek.

One cross shows the imprint of three 
cattails plucked from the creek. Four rusty
horseshoes form a pattern on another.

“I don’t want these to look like they came
from a manufacturer,” Marquez said while
showing visitors around his backyard.

 After almost a century of living, Marquez
is content to move at his own pace. But he 
is determined to finish the job — before the 
time comes for his children to scatter his 
own cremated remains in the cemetery.
“There’s no evidence that the rancho period
ever existed,” he said. “There’s nothing left 
that you can look at or touch to remind you.
I don’t want my ancestors to be forgotten.”
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The Associated Press

TAIPEI, Taiwan — Moments before the 
TransAsia Airways propjet banked sharply 
and crashed into a river, one of its pilots 
said, “Mayday, mayday, engine flameout,” 
according to a Taiwanese aviation official.

“Engine flameout” refers to flames being 
extinguished in the combustion chamber of 
the engine so it shuts down and no longer 
drives the propeller. Causes could include a 
lack of fuel or being struck by volcanic ash, 
a bird or some other object.  

At least 32 people on board the ATR 72 
were killed and 15 survivors were injured 
in the crash in Taiwan’s capital, the latest 
in a series of aircraft disasters befalling 
Asian airlines. Divers were searching in the 
river for the remaining 11 people on board, 
including the two pilots. The plane’s black 
boxes were found overnight.

Video images of Flight 235’s final mo-
ments in the air captured on car dashboard 
cameras appear to show the left engine’s 
propeller at a standstill as the aircraft 
turned sharply, its wings going vertical and 
clipping a highway bridge before plunging 
into the Keelung River in Taipei minutes 

after takeoff Wednesday.
An audio recording of the pilot’s commu-

nications with the control tower at takeoff 
and during the brief, minuteslong flight 
were widely broadcast. A Taiwan Civil 
Aeronautical Administration official who 
spoke on condition of anonymity confirmed 
the distress call and its wording Thursday, 
but did not say how it might relate to a cause 
for the crash.

Among the injured was Huang Jin-sun, 
72, a  passenger who said he tried to help 
others struggling in the river outside the 
wreckage.

“I saw others are drowning,” he told 
 ETTV  News from his bed at Tri Service 
General Hospital in Taipei. “If I did not 
move quick enough to help them, soon they 
would be dead.”

He suspected trouble with the flight from 

the start.
“I felt something was not right after the

plane took off,” he said. “I said to the woman
next to me to buckle seatbelts, hold on to the
seat and cover our heads. I (had) just fin-
ished saying it, and then plane went down.”

About 10 Taipei fire agency divers were 
looking for any more bodies that may be 
at the cold river bottom. A crane was used
to bring the rear section of the plane to the 
shore Wednesday night. The fuselage of the 
turbo-propeller jet was largely dismantled 
by hydraulic rescue tools and now lay along-
side recovered luggage.

The pilots’ actions in the flight’s final
moments have led to speculation that they
attempted to avoid high-rise buildings by fol-
lowing the line of the river and then banked
sharply in an attempt to bring it down in the 
water rather than crash on land.

Taipei Mayor Ko Wen-je praised pilot
Liao Chien-tsung as a hero for having
avoided crashing the plane into buildings or
major infrastructure. 

WALLY SANTANA/AP

A crane on Thursday lifts parts of the wreckage at the site of the commercial plane 
crash   in Taipei, Taiwan.

CENTRAL NEWS AGENCY/AP

Taiwan President Ma Ying-jeou, left, 
meets with relatives of those aboard 
TransAsia Airways Flight 235 at a funeral 
home in Taipei  on Thursday.  

‘Mayday’ call references ‘flameout’
Pilot issued distress 
call moments before 
deadly Taiwan crash
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FACES

 BY E.J. TAMARA

The Associated Press

 Gina Rodriguez and America 
Ferrera have more in common 
than being the only Latina women 
to have won Golden Globes for best 

actress: Both of their series’ were originally 
Latin American telenovelas.

“Jane The Virgin,” adapted from a Venezue-
lan telenovela, and “Ugly Betty,” from Colombia, 
were adapted from the daily hour-long shows in 
Spanish to hour-a-week programs suited to Amer-
ican sitcom formats.

Ben Silverman, who has worked with other 
adapted series like “The Office” which appeared 
in Great Britain before it became a prime-time 
U.S. show, was the production architect of the two 
telenovelas.

“ ‘Jane The Virgin’ is the next evolution of what 
we did with ‘Ugly Betty,’ the next step forward,” 
said Silverman, who founded Electus, a TV con-
tent and distribution company. The CW series, 
which debuted in 2014, tells the story of a young, 
devout woman who discovers she is pregnant 
after being accidentally artificially inseminated. 
The CW already has announced a second season.

“Ugly Betty,” produced by Mexican actress 
Salma Hayek (who also started in telenove-
las) and aired by ABC from 2006 to 2010, helped 
launch the career of Ferrera, who won her Golden 
Globe in 2007, and Silverman hopes the “Jane” 
launches Rodriguez’ career, who was honored by 
the Globes last month.

“America and Gina are brilliant actors and 
super talented, and there are not as many opportu-
nities as it should be for actors like them, so I’m so 
excited that these shows gave them a platform and 
were recognized by the Globes. Also, the Golden 
Globes has people from all over the world that like 
to see people who they recognize,” he said.

A recent Associated Press survey found that 
Latino actors remain underrepresented on prime-
time scripted shows on network television: While 
Latinos are the nation’s largest minority group at 
more than 17 percent of the population, only Fox 
and ABC had Latino representation of as much as 
10 percent in their Fall 2014 lineups.

The adaptations have been successful — in spite 
of touching sensitive themes like immigration re-
form and sexuality.

“We really never thought we’d have an issue by 
being that truthful,” said Silverman. “The more 
specific we are and the more we use real things, 
like Spanish language or real references that 
come from Latin culture like the quinceañera, the 
better the show will be.”

Silverman’s not saying whether more telenove-
la adaptations are in the works. “Stay tuned!,” he 
said. “Call me in a year or two and I’ll tell you.” 

Leading ladies triumph
on television series
based on telenovelas

Other news 
� Spike Lee is going to be directing to the likes of

Kevin Hart, Common, Anthony Anderson and Mo’Ne
Davis — but instead of on a movie set, it will be on 
the basketball court. The filmmaker is to coach the
Sprint NBA All-Star Celebrity Game, which will kick
off festivities for the All-Star weekend Feb. 13-15.
Lee, a New York Knicks fan, will coach with Knicks 
star Carmelo Anthony and ESPN Radio’s Mike Golic 
and Mike Greenberg. The event will be at   Madison
Square Garden in New York City  .
�   Netflix is expanding into Japan this fall, mark-

ing the first time that the Internet video service
will be available in Asia. The move announced late
Wednesday marks another step toward reaching
Netflix’s goal to stream video on Internet-connected
TVs, phones, tablets and computer throughout the 
world .

�  Glu Mobile, the developer of the popular “Kim 
Kardashian: Hollywood” game, says it will develop
a new mobile game with singer Katy Perry. The San 
Francisco company says the game will include Per-
ry’s voice and likeness. It plans to launch the game in
late 2015 on Apple and Android devices . 

Correction 
� In a story Feb. 2 about singers Dierks Bentley 

and Miranda Lambert, The Associated Press report-
ed erroneously that the pair are childhood friends.
Bentley and Lambert are longtime friends, but did
not grow up together.   
From The Associated Press

BY LEANNE ITALIE

The Associated Press

With speculation flying, Bruce Jenner’s mother
opened up Wednesday about his gender journey.

Esther Jenner, 88, has been besieged by calls from 
the media in recent days, but the widow in Lewiston,
Idaho, isn’t interested in fueling gossip. Instead, in a
wide-ranging, nearly hour-long phone interview, she 
praised her Olympian son for his courage, stopping 
short of some details that have been floated by un-
named sources online and in tabloids.

Bruce Jenner, who won gold as a decathlete in 
the 1976 Summer Games, has not publicly spoken
about transitioning to a woman.  A publicist for the
65-year-old Jenner would not comment about his
mother’s remarks. Nor would E! Entertainment on
word that Jenner will appear in a reality series about
his journey.

Highlights from Esther Jenner’s conversation with
The Associated Press:

The Associated Press: Have you spoken to
Bruce recently about his transition?

Jenner: It was brief and I said I was proud of him 
and that I’ll always love him. I never thought I could
be more proud of Bruce when he reached his goal in
1976, but I’m more proud of him now. It takes a lot of
courage to do what he’s doing.”

He has opened up in terms of his gender iden-
tity, which he is now owning, as opposed to hiding
like so many transgender people have to do? Is
that right?

That’s absolutely right. He said, ‘Mom, I’m still the
same person.’ He said, ‘I’m still going to race cars,
I’m still going to fly airplanes and I’m going to get
my helicopter license.’

How did it feel for him to come to you and
explain?

When I first learned about it, yes, of course it was
a surprise.

In a lot of cases, families really suffer from that 
kind of announcement.

The family is close and very supportive of Bruce
and we’re supportive of each other.

Was it a shock?
It was a shock. It’s hard to wrap your mind around

it.
How did he explain it to you?
He said, ‘I want to be honest about my identity and 

I know this is coming out in the press.’ He started by
saying, ‘We need to have a long, serious talk.’ I am at
peace with what he is and what he’s doing. 

Bruce Jenner’s mom talks 
about his gender journey

Found in Found in 
adaptationadaptation

 America Ferrera 
played the title 
character in 
“ Ugly Betty.”  

Golden Globe 
winner Gina 
Rodriguez is Jane 
on “Jane The 
Virgin.”  The show 
airs Thursdays on 
AFN-Family.
The CW 
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From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

21 The number of miles that a Detroit man walks to and from work each day. James Robertson, right, told the Detroit Free 
Press that “Detroit is the real city of angels.” Robertson, 56, is offering thanks for a flood of donations and support after 
the newspaper wrote about his situation over the weekend. People started crowd-funding efforts to help him buy a car and 
get insurance. Some offered to drive him, and others offered to buy or give him cars. As of early Wednesday, more than 
$270,000 had been pledged.

Police hire company to
clear rats from station

PA PITTSBURGH — Pitts-
burgh police have hired 

a pest-control company to set 
traps for rats that have infested 
one of the city’s zone stations.

Police spokeswoman Sonya 
Toler told the Pittsburgh Tribune-
Review that a hole in a large out-
door trash container reportedly 
attracted the rodents.

A pest-control firm is baiting 
traps to catch the vermin.

Officer Howard McQuillan, 
president of the city’s police 
union, said he’s concerned about 
rat droppings making workers 
sick . 

 Groom-to-be killed as
car hits him, fiancee

MD MARYLAND CITY 
— The U.S. Park Po-

lice said a Washington  couple en-
gaged to be married were hit by a 
car as they changed a tire, killing 
the groom-to-be.

Sgt. Lelani Woods said a car hit 
Rick Warrick, 38, and his fiancee, 
Julia Pearce, 28, about 9:15 p.m. 
Sunday as they changed a tire on 
the Baltimore Washington Park-
way north of Route 197 in Anne 
Arundel County, Md.

The man was killed. His fi-
ancee was taken to Baltimore’s 
Shock Trauma Center with non-
life-threatening injuries.

Woods said the couple were 
completely on the shoulder of the 
roadway when they were hit. The 
driver who hit them fled.

Woods said the surviv or didn’t 
get a good look at the car, and no 
witnesses have reported seeing 

THE CENSUS

the crash.  

Deputy injured when 
driver rams his car

FL ORLANDO — Authori-
ties said an Orange 

County sheriff’s deputy was in-
jured when a man rammed his ve-
hicle into the officer’s patrol car.

The incident happened Sunday 
night as the deputies were try-
ing to stop the vehicle for a traf-
fic violation. Deputies said the 
car sped away from  them, then 
turned around and drove quickly 
back toward the patrol vehicle. 
One deputy was pinned between 
the vehicles.

The Orlando Sentinel reported 
that the deputy and his partner 
fired at the car, injuring the driv-
er and his passenger. The injured 
deputy and the two suspects were 
taken to the hospital. 

Murder suspect held
in slaying of 5 people

GA LAGRANGE —  A Geor-
gia man charged in the 

deaths of his wife, three of her 
family members and a friend was 
arrested at a bus station in Tupelo, 
Miss., authorities said Monday.

Investigators suspect the vic-
tims had been dead for three days 
when deputies found them late 

Saturday, Troup County Sheriff 
James Woodruff said .

 Thomas J. Lee, 26 was arrested 
after telling a Mississippi pastor 
that he was having car trouble 
and needed to get to Opelika, Ala., 
Woodruff said. The pastor helped 
get Lee a bus ticket, but called 
police later when he realized au-
thorities were searching for him.

Lee is facing five counts of mal-
ice murder in the slayings .

The dead include Lee’s wife, 
Christie Lee, 33; her daughter, 
Bailey Burtron, 16; the slain wom-
an’s parents, William Burtron, 
69, and Sheila Burtron, 68; and a 
family friend, Iiaonna Green, 18, 
who authorities said had been liv-
ing with the family. 

Landmark black willow 
tree felled by mistake

TX DALLAS — The largest 
black willow tree in the 

state of Texas has been acciden-
tally cut down in the White Rock 
Lake area of Dallas.

Dallas Park and Recreation 
Department official Oscar Car-
mona said the 170-year-old black 
willow was mistakenly cut down 
by a Missouri-based contract 
crew grinding tree stumps. He 
told The Dallas Morning News 
that “they made that decision 
without consulting us or getting 
any authorization whatsoever.”

The black willow was designat-
ed the species’ champion by the 
Texas Registry four years ago . 

Parents leave toddlers 
in car for wine-tasting

DC WASHINGTON — Dis-
trict of Columbia police 

say a couple left their two toddlers 
alone in a cold car as they attend-
ed a wine-tasting at an upscale 
restaurant.

Christopher Lucas and Jennie 
Chang have been charged with 
cruelty after police found their 
1- and 2-year-old children in a 
locked vehicle Saturday afternoon 
in northwest Washington. The 
couple pleaded not guilty Mon-
day to reduced charges of child 
neglect.

The couple’s children are with 
family services, and their parents 
have been ordered to stay away 
from them.

 Police said a restaurant man-
ager said the couple was inside for 
more than an hour. 

Bill seeks to make gold 
and silver legal tender

AZ PHOENIX — A House 
committee has passed a 

bill that would make Arizona the 
third state behind Utah and Okla-
homa to recognize gold and silver 

as legal tender.
The Federalism and States’

Rights committee passed House
Bill 2173 on a 5-3 vote Wednes-
day. Proponents said the revised
bill would protect the rights of
consumers to use gold, silver and 
platinum as currency, and protect 
the state’s buying power.

Gov. Jan Brewer vetoed similar 
legislation in 2013 over concerns 
 that it might exempt the state
from collecting income taxes on
transactions involving precious
metals. 

 Officer acquitted in 
WWII veteran’s death

IL MARKHAM — A subur-
ban Chicago police officer

was acquitted Wednesday of fel-
ony reckless conduct in the  kill-
ing of a  World War II veteran by
shooting him with a beanbag gun
at close range.

Park Forest Police Officer Craig
Taylor was charged with reckless 
misconduct in the July 2013 inci-
dent that led to the death of John
Wrana, 95. 

The basic disagreement in the
case was whether Taylor was jus-
tified in firing a weapon at close
range that prosecutors said fires 
beanbags at 190 mph. The bean-
bags caused internal bleeding that
led to Wrana’s death.  

Supersad Seahawks fans
A pedestrian walks past a large photo of a cheering Seattle Seahawks fan outside the team’s NFL football stadium  in Seattle on Tuesday. The grief, anger and bewilderment felt 
by many Seahawks fans after the team’s loss to the New England Patriots in the Super Bowl on Sunday showed little sign of abating even days later.  

ELAINE THOMPSON/AP
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Friday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Tex 72 48 Clr
Akron, Ohio 27 24 Cldy
Albany,N.Y. 19 16 Cldy
Albuquerque 64 36 Clr
Allentown, Pa. 23 16 PCldy
Amarillo 76 40 Clr
Anchorage 15 -4 Clr
Asheville 47 25 Clr
Atlanta 52 35 Clr
Atlantic City 31 22 Clr
Austin 64 46 PCldy
Baltimore 34 22 Clr
Baton Rouge 57 38 Clr
Billings 61 39 Clr
Birmingham 52 34 Clr
Bismarck 31 19 Cldy
Boise 53 45 Cldy
Boston 17 13 Cldy
Bridgeport 21 16 Cldy
Brownsville 64 55 Cldy
Buffalo 20 18 Cldy
Burlington,Vt. 18 10 Cldy
Caribou,Maine 3 -5 Clr
Casper 53 39 Clr
Charleston,S.C. 49 30 Clr
Charleston,W.Va. 40 29 PCldy
Charlotte,N.C. 48 28 Clr

Chattanooga 51 32 Clr
Cheyenne 62 39 Clr
Chicago 32 26 Cldy
Cincinnati 37 29 Cldy
Cleveland 27 24 Cldy
Colorado Springs 68 34 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 50 29 Clr
Columbus,Ga. 55 32 Clr
Columbus,Ohio 32 25 Cldy
Concord,N.H. 16 10 Cldy
Corpus Christi 60 52 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 62 46 Clr
Dayton 32 26 Cldy
Daytona Beach 61 44 PCldy
Denver 70 41 PCldy
Des Moines 36 27 Cldy
Detroit 25 20 Cldy
Duluth 21 15 Snow
El Paso 71 43 Clr
Elkins 33 21 PCldy
Erie 22 22 Cldy
Eugene 56 48 Rain
Evansville 45 34 PCldy
Fairbanks -20 -38 Cldy
Fargo 24 16 Cldy
Flagstaff 63 29 Clr
Flint 28 20 Cldy
Fort Smith 66 38 Clr

Fort Wayne 30 23 Cldy
Fresno 68 53 Cldy
Goodland 75 37 Clr
Grand Junction 58 31 Clr
Grand Rapids 29 22 Cldy
Great Falls 59 43 Clr
Green Bay 25 17 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 45 29 Clr
Harrisburg 28 19 PCldy
Hartford Spgfld 17 11 Cldy
Helena 55 36 Cldy
Honolulu 79 66 Rain
Houston 61 46 PCldy
Huntsville 51 32 Clr
Indianapolis 36 29 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 58 36 Clr
Jacksonville 56 37 Clr
Juneau 12 10 Snow
Kansas City 51 33 Clr
Key West 72 64 PCldy
Knoxville 48 29 Clr
Lake Charles 57 43 Clr
Lansing 28 22 Cldy
Las Vegas 72 50 PCldy
Lexington 41 30 PCldy
Lincoln 43 25 Clr
Little Rock 56 39 Clr
Los Angeles 71 55 Cldy

Louisville 44 33 PCldy
Lubbock 75 41 Clr
Macon 53 30 Clr
Madison 29 20 Cldy
Medford 56 48 Rain
Memphis 52 40 Clr
Miami Beach 72 60 Cldy
Midland-Odessa 72 38 Clr
Milwaukee 28 24 Cldy
Mpls-St Paul 28 18 Rain
Missoula 47 35 Rain
Mobile 58 39 Clr
Montgomery 57 33 Clr
Nashville 48 33 Clr
New Orleans 56 44 Clr
New York City 25 23 Cldy
Newark 25 21 Cldy
Norfolk,Va. 42 30 Clr
North Platte 57 22 PCldy
Oklahoma City 67 43 Clr
Omaha 40 23 PCldy
Orlando 66 45 PCldy
Paducah 46 34 PCldy
Pendleton 60 43 Rain
Peoria 34 27 PCldy
Philadelphia 29 23 PCldy
Phoenix 82 56 Clr
Pittsburgh 29 23 PCldy

Pocatello 57 40 Cldy
Portland,Maine 15 10 Cldy
Portland,Ore. 55 48 Rain
Providence 17 13 Cldy
Pueblo 74 26 Clr
Raleigh-Durham 45 27 Clr
Rapid City 63 37 PCldy
Reno 63 42 Clr
Richmond 44 27 Clr
Roanoke 45 27 Clr
Rochester 23 19 Cldy
Rockford 31 25 Cldy
Sacramento 61 53 Rain
St Louis 47 37 PCldy
St Petersburg 66 53 Clr
St Thomas 85 77 Clr
Salem,Ore. 57 49 Rain
Salt Lake City 65 44 Cldy
San Angelo 72 45 Clr
San Antonio 64 47 PCldy
San Diego 68 54 PCldy
San Francisco 63 57 Rain
San Jose 66 55 Rain
\Santa Fe 61 32 Clr
St Ste Marie 16 5 Cldy
Savannah 51 31 Clr
Seattle 56 49 Rain
Shreveport 59 41 PCldy

Sioux City 38 23 PCldy
Sioux Falls 35 22 Cldy
South Bend 29 24 Cldy
Spokane 48 42 Rain
Springfield,Ill 38 32 PCldy
Springfield,Mo 56 37 Clr
Syracuse 19 15 Cldy
Tallahassee 63 34 Clr
Tampa 67 49 Clr
Toledo 26 23 Cldy
Topeka 56 32 Clr
Tucson 83 48 Clr
Tulsa 72 42 Clr
Tupelo 54 35 Clr
Waco 61 44 Clr
Washington 38 26 Clr
W. Palm Beach 71 59 Cldy
Wichita 68 35 Clr
Wichita Falls 71 45 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 18 12 Cldy
Wilmington,Del. 30 23 PCldy
Yakima 50 37 Rain
Youngstown 25 22 Cldy

National temperature extremes
Hi: Wed., 84, Yuma, Ariz. and Palm
Springs, Calif. 
Lo: Wed., -25, Jordan, Mont.

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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Sigonella
56/38

Naples
53/45
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FRIDAY IN EUROPE
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35/27
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76/49
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FRIDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST SATURDAY IN THE PACIFIC

Misawa
40/29

Guam
83/77

Tokyo
49/42

Okinawa
64/53
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Iwakuni
51/40

Seoul
45/12
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The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (Feb. 6) ............................ $1.1726
Dollar buys (Feb. 6) ..........................€0.8528
British pound (Feb. 6) .......................... $1.57
Japanese yen (Feb. 6) ........................ 114.00
South Korean won (Feb. 6) ............1,061.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3770
British pound .......................$1.5296/0.6538
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.2472
China (Yuan) ........................................6.2507
Denmark (Krone) ................................ 6.5175
Egypt (Pound) ...................................... 7.6265
Euro .........................................$1.1427/0.8751
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7524
Hungary (Forint) .................................268.54
Israel (Shekel) ..................................... 3.8374
Japan (Yen) ............................................117.45
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2948
Norway (Krone) ...................................7.5399
Philippines (Peso)................................. 44.11
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.65
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ........................... 3.7528
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.3456
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,089.32
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.9265
Thailand (Baht) .....................................32.63
Turkey (Lira) .........................................2.4413
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.12
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.02
30-year bond  ........................................... 2.35

Staples to buy Office Depot for $6B
 BY MICHELLE CHAPMAN 
AND ANNE D’INNOCENZIO

The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — Evolving shop-
ping habits have forced yet an-
other retailer to think outside of 
the box.

Staples, the nation’s largest 
“big box” office supply chain, 
 said Wednesday that it’s spending 
about $6 billion to buy its second-
ranked rival, Office Depot.

The acquisition reflects a re-

versal of fortunes for big-box re-
tailers. Founded in the late 1980s, 
Staples and Office Depot were 
among a group of chains led by 
Wal-Mart that opened thousands 
of supersized stores during much 
of the next two decades for shop-
pers who wanted to buy in bulk.

But shopping patterns changed 
in recent years as Americans 
have grown increasingly deal-
hungry and comfortable with on-
line shopping. Competition from 
smaller stores and the rise of 

online retailers like Amazon.com 
also have hurt big-box chains.

Office supply retailers also 
have some unique issues, though. 
The impact of technology on the 
U.S. workforce has dramatically 
shrunk the demand for items that 
were once their bread-and-butter, 
including personal computers, 
ink cartridges and printers.

  The deal, which comes a little 
more than a year after Office 
Depot acquired OfficeMax for 
$1.2 billion, still has to get a nod 

from the Federal Trade Commis-
sion. And Office Depot sharehold-
ers, who will own about 16 percent 
of the combined company, have to 
approve it.

In the proposed deal, Office 
Depot Inc. shareholders will re-
ceive $7.25 in cash and 0.2188 
 shares in Staples Inc. for each 
share at closing. The transaction 
values Office Depot at $11 per 
share . The companies put the 
deal’s equity value at $6.3 billion. 

BUSINESS/WEATHER

* Diesel EFD  ** Midgrade
For the week of Feb. 7-13

EUROPE GAS PRICES PACIFIC GAS PRICES
Country Super E10 Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Germany $2.371 $2.571 $2.757 $3.134
Change in price +2.4 cents +1.8 cents +1.0 cents -3.5 cents

Netherlands -- $3.280 $3.526 $3.493
Change in price -- +1.2 cents +1.4 cents +1.3 cents

U.K. -- $2.541 $2.727 $3.104
Change in price -- +1.8 cents +1.0 cents -3.5 cents

Azores -- -- $3.640 --
Change in price -- -- +0.4 cents --

Belgium -- $2.214 $2.449 $2.597
Change in price -- -20.7 cents -89.8 cents -35.3 cents

Turkey -- -- $3.620 $3.755*
Change in price -- -- +12.5 cents no change

Italy $3.407 -- -- $3.634
Change in price -56.8 cents -- -- -41.6 cents

Country Unleaded Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Japan -- $2.539 -- $2.919
Change in price -- +1.0 cents -- -3.0 cents

Okinawa $2.159 -- -- $2.919
Change in price +3.0 cents -- -- -3.0 cents

South Korea $2.199 -- $2.519 $2.959
Change in price +3.0 cents -- +1.0 cents -3.0 cents

Guam $2.199** $2.379 $2.569 --
Change in price +3.0 cents +1.0 cents +1.0 cents --
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Obama missed a chance on parental leave
 BY FRANCIS BARRY

Bloomberg News

The U.S. is the only developed coun-
try that doesn’t guarantee paid 
maternity leave. President Barack 
Obama wants to change that, 

starting with federal employees. Yet the 
federal government already grants paid 
leave to tens of thousands of workers: those 
who it is trying to fire or discipline. And 
therein lies the potential for a compromise 
with Republicans.

Obama seeks to give new parents who 
are federal employees six weeks off with 
pay. (In the meantime, he has also directed 
federal agencies to advance new parents 
six weeks of sick leave if they haven’t al-
ready accrued it, which they can take for 
child care.) Republicans may not like the 
policy’s price tag — about $250 million — 
but it could be paid for with savings from 
reforms to the civil service system.

A 2014 report by the Government Ac-
countability Office found that during the 
three previous years, 53,000 federal em-
ployees were put on paid leave for one to 
three months, and 4,000 more were on 
paid leave for up to a year or longer — at a 
cost of $775 million in salary alone.

And that figure doesn’t begin to reflect 
the true costs of the broken system. Last 
spring, the Partnership for Public Service 
issued a report that described the civil ser-
vice system as antiquated, unaccountable, 
inflexible, litigious and disconnected from 
the modern labor market.

Some of its recommendations can be 

achieved through executive action. For in-
stance, there is a probationary period for 
all federal employees that expires auto-
matically after 12 months. It would be far 
better to require managers to affirm that 
employees have earned the right to stay on 
the job before they receive job protections 
that few workers in the private sector enjoy. 
In New York City, changing teacher tenure 
from a default policy to an affirmative de-
cision (and giving principals the ability to 
lengthen the probation period) cut the per-
centage of eligible teachers earning tenure 
from 94 percent to 56 percent, as princi-
pals opted to extend teachers’ probation-
ary status.

Obama could take such steps on his own, 
but to achieve larger reforms and savings, 
he would need to enlist Republicans. In-
stead, however, he is asking them to layer a 
costly new benefit onto a broken personnel 
system.

By doing so, he is acting more as a union 
leader than as an executive who oversees 
a civilian workforce of about 2.5 million 
people — or as a president who needs Re-
publican support to pass his plan. That’s 
a shame, because there was a deal to be 
had with Republicans, who are gener-
ally in favor of sweeping away arcane 
regulations.

And it’s not too late to strike that deal. 
There is no shortage of areas where coop-
eration is possible:
� The 1949 salary schedule and job clas-

sification system should be streamlined 
and updated to reflect a workforce that is 
now largely professional, not clerical.

� Workers should have more opportuni-
ties to earn raises based on performance,
rather than seniority or the number of em-
ployees they supervise.
� Agencies should be granted greater

discretion over hiring, a process that the 
Partnership for Public Service calls “so
slow, complex, opaque, and imprecise in its
ability to identify the best candidates that
it is more likely to impede than facilitate
the government’s ability to hire well.”
� The grievance process for employees

who have lodged complaints or face dis-
ciplinary actions — which now can take
more than 18 months — should be far sim-
pler and faster.
� Rules that stifle managers’ ability to

make decisions about how to allocate re-
sources and workers — a problem that has 
grown to farcical proportions, as Philip
K. Howard writes in his latest book, “The
Rule of Nobody” — should be lifted.

Obama would have been wise to use the
prospect of paid parental leave as a car-
rot to entice union leaders to endorse re-
form legislation, which would have made 
it easier for Democrats (and even some
Republicans) to vote for it. Having forgone
that option, if Obama still hopes to secure
a paid leave law, he will need to present his
executive management committee — the
Republicans who control Congress — with 
a more attractive offer.
Francis Barry writes editorials on politics and 
domestic policy. He previously served as director 
of public affairs and chief speechwriter for former 
New York City Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg. 
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Homeownership’s diminishing returns
 BY CHARLES LANE

The Washington Post

It’s official: Over the past couple of 
decades, the United States spent vast 
amounts of time, energy and, above 
all, money — both private and public 

— to raise the national rate of homeowner-
ship, with exactly nothing to show for it.

The Wall Street Journal reports that 63.9 
percent of U.S. households owned their 
residences in the fourth quarter of 2014, 
precisely the same percentage as in the 
third quarter of 1994. In fact, the current 
homeownership rate is a mere 1 percent-
age point higher than it was 50 years ago, 
census data show.

The 1994 date is significant because, as 
the Journal pointed out, it was just a few 
months before President Bill Clinton, a 
Democrat, announced a “national hom-
eownership strategy” in June 1995, with 
an explicit goal of 67.5 percent homeown-
ership by 2000. The next president, Repub-
lican George W. Bush, declared his vision 
of an “ownership society” with a target of 
5.5 million new minority homeowners by 
2010.

With successive administrations from 
both parties pushing federal agencies so 
hard in the same direction, it’s not sur-
prising that the homeownership rate did, 
indeed, hit an all-time high of 69.1 percent 
in early 2005.

Given the financial corners that were cut 
to pump up the rate, it’s also no surprise 
that the figure has retraced its statistical 
steps since the housing market began to 
tank in 2007.

Whether you blame Wall Street, Wash-
ington or some combination of the two, the 
simple fact is that government and busi-
ness sold millions of people an American 
Dream that could not survive a sour econo-
my, with nightmarish results for them and 
for the country.

The big lesson here is equally straight-
forward: Central planning does not work. 

There is no “right” level of homeowner-
ship, and it’s folly to pursue one, much less 
to pretend that boosting homeownership 
represents a risk-free way for government 
to achieve various social goals without di-
rectly paying for them.

Yet that is precisely what Clinton and 
Bush did, arguing that homeownership 
would be a path to wealth for individual 
families, particularly minorities long de-
nied a piece of the American rock, as well 
as a kind of bonding agent for the neighbor-
hoods and local communities upon which a 
strong democracy supposedly rests.

In truth, the low-down-payment loans 
many people were encouraged to take 
during the boom were not much different 
from leases, in economic terms. They were 
wealth-building tools only in the specula-
tive sense that, yes, you could convert a 
tiny equity stake into massive gains — if 
housing prices never ceased rising.

Far from being a no-downside invest-
ment, a typical 30-year, fixed-rate mort-
gage places a highly leveraged, illiquid 
bet on a single asset class, real estate — in 
violation of the first principle of investing, 
which is to diversify risk.

Even now, after the housing market has 
largely healed, a tenth of America’s 50 
million mortgaged residential properties 
have negative equity, according to the lat-
est survey by CoreLogic, a leading real es-
tate information firm. Another 19 percent 
lack the recommended 20 percent equity 
cushion.

As for community-building, the hom-
eownership-rate roller coaster of the past
20 years arguably destabilized communi-
ties . …

It was never really the case that the
quality of our democracy hinged on a par-
ticular rate of homeownership, as long as
people are generally free to own their own 
homes, of course. Germany, Denmark and
the Netherlands are all strong democra-
cies; all have lower rates of homeowner-
ship than the United States, according to 
data compiled by San Diego State Univer-
sity economist Michael Lea.

For all its professed free-market prin-
ciples, the United States is unique in the 
industrialized world in the degree to which
its national ethos stigmatizes renting and 
its national government subsidizes mort-
gages, through the tax deduction for mort-
gage interest and Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac guarantees for securities backed by
30-year mortgages.

That system is due for an overhaul, but 
Congress remains deadlocked as lobbyists
from all the interest groups that benefitted
from the old system — mortgage bankers,
builders, real estate agents, low-income
housing advocates — seek to preserve, or
resurrect, the parts that advantage them.

Genuine reform would abandon any ves-
tige of the old central-planning mentality,
and apply the lessons of the past two de-
cades, as well as experience in countries 
such as Australia and Canada with home-
ownership rates comparable with, or better 
than, those in the United States. Both put 
much greater emphasis on market mecha-
nisms, especially shorter-term mortgage 
products that require large down payments
and share the risk of interest-rate volatility
between borrowers and lenders.

Under those conditions, people are more 
likely to have a truly sustainable stake in
their property and homeownership is more
than just a political catchphrase.
Charles Lane is a member of The Washington 
Post’s editorial board. 

The low-down-payment 
loans many people were 
encouraged to take during 
the boom were not much 
different from leases,
in economic terms.
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Middle class on parties’ radar 
The Miami Herald

Despite the volley of partisan rheto-
ric hurled from Capitol Hill to the White 
House  over President Barack Obama’s 
proposed federal budget, it’s possible to 
discern the sounds of political harmony 
beneath the thunder.

It’s no surprise that Obama’s $4 tril-
lion fiscal year 2016 budget was derided 
by leading Republicans as “dead on ar-
rival,” and worse. We’ve come to expect 
that as politics as usual. The president’s 
reliance on large tax increases on corpora-
tions and the wealthy to finance efforts to 
help the middle class and create more jobs 
was a sure bet to be greeted with instant 
rejection.

But there’s something else — something 
more important, we hope — going on in the 
larger political discourse underway in the 
country as candidates gear up for the 2016 
election. The most striking evidence is that 
even Mitt Romney — he of the “47 per-
cent” — made it a point before he bowed 
out of the upcoming race to promise that 
he would “end the scourge of poverty” if 
he ran. Similarly, Jeb Bush said in his non-
declaration of a candidacy that, “While the 
last eight years have been pretty good ones 
for top earners, they’ve been a lost decade 
for the rest of America.”

In other words, income inequality, long 
a fundamental concern of Democrats that 
Obama has seized as his current theme, is 
being recognized by some GOP leaders as 
a major national issue that deserves a solu-
tion. And not a minute too soon. For the last 
15 years or so, the middle-class share of 
households has continued to shrink as more 
Americans fall to the bottom. The Great 
Recession worsened the trend because the 
economy lost a lot of middle-income jobs, 
which have been replaced during the pain-
fully slow recovery by lower-paying jobs.

Given that the middle class is where the 
great mass of voters are, it makes sense 
that politicians of all stripes would soon-
er or later wise up. No one should harbor 
any illusions about the political difficulty 
of implementing effective policies to deal 
with the problem, but agreeing that, in 
fact, there is a problem represents a hope-
ful moment that must not be wasted. …

 Rep. Paul Ryan, of Wisconsin, is among 
the GOP leaders in Congress who think  
there may be something in the president’s 
plan to work with, including the expansion 
of the earned-income credit to childless 
adults and a public works bill that can gen-
erate jobs.

The sticking point comes in how the 
spending is paid for. Reaching agreement 
won’t be easy, but both sides must realize 
Americans are fed up with gridlock. If 
the nation’s leaders can agree on the goal 
— helping the middle class — they should 
surely be able to reach consensus on how 
to get there. 

 Obama wants big government
The Oklahoman

Polling done just after the State of the 
Union speech found “crosscurrents that 
signal a complex political terrain” for Con-
gress, the White House and 2016 presiden-
tial candidates, according to a report in 
USA Today, which co-sponsored the poll.

President Barack Obama has seen im-
proved favorability ratings as signs of an 
economic upturn emerged, but the poll 
found that many Americans believe only 
the rich are benefiting — another sign 
that Obama’s class warfare strategy has 

diverted attention from the fact he’s been 
president for six years of “the rich getting 
richer.”

Gains in wealth are largely attribut-
able to the stock market; gains in the stock 
market are largely attributable to federal 
monetary policy. The market has been a 
magnet for investment and that’s paid off 
for investors, including middle-class citi-
zens with positions in mutual funds, IRAs, 
401(k) plans and other instruments.

Obama has been deft in distancing him-
self from the agonizingly slow economic 
recovery during his entire presidency. At 
first he blamed the previous administra-
tion, while doing little to stimulate private-
sector growth. But now that the economy 
appears in a growth mode, Obama is all 
over the news with self-congratulatory 
rhetoric expressed in the State of the State 
speech and elsewhere. In other words, this 
president didn’t “own” the economy until 
the news improved. Perhaps he was just 
renting it.

The USA Today/Suffolk University poll 
points to trouble ahead for Republicans 
because Americans are convinced things 
are getting better only if you’re rich. 
Obama tapped this unrest with his storied 
pivot to the middle class and his continued 
class warfare strategy to soak the rich yet 
again.

The poll shows widespread skepticism 
that Obama’s agenda is anything more 
than political posturing. Americans don’t 
believe Republicans will accept the agenda 
— which is part of the Democratic Party’s 
strategy to demonize the GOP and part of 
Obama’s strategy to lock his successor (if 
the Democrat wins) into continuing his 
worldview.

When asked how many of Obama’s pro-
posals will make it into law, 45 percent of 
those polled said only a few items; 22 per-
cent said none of it would make it. Thus, 
67 percent believe the president’s agenda 
is dead in the water.

Not to worry if you’re a White House 
staffer. Obama’s cynical approach to gov-
ernance is ratified by these results. He can 
say he tried and that the Republicans, in-
terested only in enriching the rich, shot it 
down. Yet one of his key proposals — tax-
ing college savings plan accounts — met 
widespread opposition from Democrats 
and Republicans. It was gone within the 
first week after the State of the Union.

Obama’s middle-class pivot is designed to 
build on his base with programs that most-
ly involve the transfer of wealth and pass-
ing money through government agencies . 
… Republicans need a unifying strategy to 
counter The Great Divider. That might in-
clude no tax increases for the wealthy but 
also tax cuts for the middle class.

Our view, cynical as it may seem, is that 
Obama has no genuine concern for aver-
age people who work and pay taxes. His 
concern is for expanding government with 
programs that benefit Americans who pay 
little or no income taxes and throwing a 

sop to the middle class, which will cover 
much of the expense .  

Lack of trust can be deadly 
Anniston (Ala.) Star

A full month into 2015, the U.S. Cen-
ters  for Disease Control and Prevention 
reported 102 cases of measles, a pace sur-
passing the typical year. Disneyland in 
California is believed to be Ground Zero 
for this outbreak, which may have exposed 
1,000 people to measles. In 2014, 644 cases 
of measles were reported in 27 states, the 
CDC reports.

These new infections are a shock to most 
medical professionals, who could rightly 
point to a steady decline in cases that cul-
minated with a record low of 86 reported 
U.S. cases 15 years ago. The hero in this 
drop was widespread acceptance of vacci-
nations among U.S. parents.

The villain blamed for today’s alarm-
ing rise in measles cases is a small group 
of parents who are for going having their 
children immunized. Trustworthy health 
organizations — the CDC, the American 
Medical Association and the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, for example — pro-
mote the measles-mumps-rubella vaccine, 
which is 97 percent effective in preventing 
measles.

Yet the dissenting parents cite unproven 
medical quackery in justifying their deci-
sion to reject vaccinations for children, a 
practice that endangers their children as 
well as many others.

What’s playing out is the consequence 
of a serious national problem — the lack of 
trust. For some Americans, healthy skepti-
cism has turned into widespread paranoia. 
The president’s ideological opponents tell 
us he is more than wrong; he is a secret 
Muslim and a non-U.S. citizen. A basic out-
line of public school coursework promoted 
by the states — Common Core — is be-
lieved by some to be a conspiracy to indoc-
trinate children. And dangerous vaccines 
are foisted on an unsuspecting public, ac-
cording to some parents who withdraw 
their children from immunization shots.

The dangers of these illogical beliefs are 
clear. Until this mistrust is bridged, the na-
tion will suffer the consequences. 

Reclassify broadband as  utility
The Seattle Times 

Federal Communications Commission 
Chairman Tom Wheeler finally confirmed 
Wednesday his proposal to protect high-
speed Internet service for all Americans. 
He will ask the commission to reclassify 
it as a public utility under Title II of the 
Communications Act.

This regulatory change is the best way 
to preserve the Internet as a place where 
users can access the information they 
want, when they want it. A place where 
businesses — established companies and 
startups alike — can compete on a level 
playing field.

Adopting the concept of “net neutral-
ity” means the handful of existing, but 
powerful, Internet service providers such
as Comcast, Verizon and AT&T would be
prohibited from charging websites a pre-
mium fee for faster access to consumers,
while relegating all other sites to a slow 
lane. Such a two-tiered system could stifle
innovation.

The five-member FCC is scheduled to
vote on a final proposal by Feb. 26.

So get ready. The fight to preserve net 
neutrality is winnable, but citizens must
continue to make their voices heard. More
than 3 million Americans  flooded the
FCC’s website last summer and fall.

President Barack Obama could not ig-
nore this outcry. Years after promising 
as a candidate that he would protect an 
open Internet, Obama finally called on
FCC commissioners (whom he appoints) to
“implement the strongest possible rules to
protect net neutrality.”

The FCC’s best option is to reclassify 
broadband as a utility, as it does the tele-
phone industry. Of course, deep-pocketed
cable-industry lobbyists claim regulations 
would hamper their investments in broad-
band expansion and harm customers. Re-
ally, they just do not want oversight .

Bring back full SIGAR reports
Los Angeles Times 

For six years, the office of the Special
Inspector General for Afghanistan Re-
construction , which audits U.S. spending
in the war-ravaged country, has submit-
ted quarterly public reports to Congress
drawn from records provided by the U.S.-
led coalition supporting the still-shaky
Afghan government. The reports are a 
crucial component of public accountability,
both in terms of informing Americans how
taxpayer dollars are being spent and as a
backstop against inefficiency, mismanage-
ment, fraud and corruption.

But in a curious policy change, the coali-
tion now deems “classified” a wide range 
of information it formerly provided openly 
to the inspector general. The quarterly as-
sessments continue to be delivered to Con-
gress — the most recent was released last
week — but the now-secret details are in-
cluded in a separate section that will not be
released to the American public.

The inspector general, John Sopko, de-
scribed the sudden secrecy as “unprec-
edented” and said that it has rendered his 
office “unable to report on most of the U.S.
taxpayer-funded efforts to build, train,
equip and sustain” Afghanistan’s military
and police forces. So what is this informa-
tion that now needs to be kept out of pub-
lic view? It includes assessments of troop
strength and readiness, Afghan police
officials’ salaries and the names of con-
tractors offering literacy courses and oper-
ating other U.S.-funded programs. In other 
words, details that would help the public
measure whether the government’s efforts
in Afghanistan are actually working.

In a letter to Sopko, Gen. John Camp-
bell, who oversees coalition forces in Af-
ghanistan, said he didn’t know why the
information was unclassified in the first 
place. Now that the Afghan forces are re-
sponsible for their own defense, he wrote, 
“I have directed that sensitive operational
information or related materials that could
be used” by combat enemies be “classified
at an appropriate level.”

This is troubling. If there was no secu-
rity risk over the last six years, it’s hard to
envision a fresh scenario in which much of 
this information could create trouble now. 
American taxpayers have a right to a pub-
lic accounting of how billions of their dol-
lars are being spent. While it makes sense 
to keep under wraps where troops are 
deployed and other strategic details, less 
compelling is the decision to hide informa-
tion on salaries, contractors and, in one ab-
surd example, whether a local agency still 
exists.

Unless coalition officials can come up 
with a practical rationale, the government
should opt for openness.

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates.

What newspapers
are saying at home
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College basketball

Wednesday’s men’s scores
EAST

Albany (NY) 63, New Hampshire 62
American U. 64, Loyola (Md.) 49
Boston U. 62, Navy 59
Caldwell 84, Felician 59
Dominican (NY) 92, Concordia (N.Y.) 

67
Hofstra 79, Delaware 69
Juniata 54, Susquehanna 52
Lafayette 84, Bucknell 74, OT
Lehigh 103, Army 74
NJ City 73, Ramapo 54
Northeastern 69, Towson 62
Nyack 83, Post (Conn.) 77
Providence 74, Georgetown 71
Richard Stockton 58, Rutgers-Camden 

51
Sciences (Pa.) 78, Chestnut Hill 62
St. Rose 68, American International 54
UConn 65, East Carolina 52
UMass 78, Fordham 72
Ursinus 94, Swarthmore 72
Villanova 70, Marquette 52
William Paterson 70, Montclair St. 67

SOUTH
Alabama 62, Missouri 49
Carson-Newman 87, Lincoln Memorial 

72
Charlotte 77, NC A&T 61
Clemson 62, Florida St. 56
Columbus St. 76, Clayton St. 74
Duke 72, Georgia Tech 66
Hampden-Sydney 67, Guilford 61
Lynchburg 86, Emory & Henry 59
Martin Methodist 77, Fisk 53
Maryland 64, Penn St. 58
McDaniel 65, Washington (Md.) 61
Memphis 74, Jacksonville St. 48
Mississippi 69, Texas A&M 59
Mount Olive 89, Barton 73
Randolph-Macon 76, E. Mennonite 73
SC State 80, St. Andrews 48
St. Bonaventure 62, Davidson 61
Temple 61, South Florida 48
Tenn. Wesleyan 87, Bluefield 75
Texas St. 63, South Alabama 43
Transylvania 69, Mount St. Joseph 60
UNC Wilmington 77, James Madison 

65
Union (Ky.) 81, Point (Ga.) 65
VCU 72, George Mason 60
Va. Wesleyan 77, Bridgewater (Va.) 59
Virginia St. 71, St. Augustine’s 53
Virginia Union 80, Winston-Salem 70
Washington & Lee 83, Randolph 72
Wingate 78, Newberry 76
Winthrop 74, Liberty 61

MIDWEST
Albion 61, Alma 56
Aquinas 74, Michigan-Dearborn 66
Augsburg 56, Macalester 45
Bowling Green 76, Cent. Michigan 74, 

OT
Buffalo 82, Ball St. 78
Calvin 83, Hope 77
Cardinal Stritch 85, Trinity (Ill.) 64
Cleveland St. 73, Youngstown St. 60
Creighton 79, Xavier 72, OT
Davenport 69, Lawrence Tech 51
Drake 63, S. Illinois 61
Edgewood 81, Concordia (Wis.) 79
Elmhurst 78, Carthage 75
Gustavus 57, Carleton 55
Hamline 76, Bethel (Minn.) 75
Hastings 77, Doane 70
Lakeland 69, Wis. Lutheran 54
Lourdes 69, Concordia (Mich.) 48
Loyola of Chicago 53, Missouri St. 50
Madonna 76, Siena Heights 65
Milwaukee Engineering 60, Marian 

(Wis.) 59
N. Illinois 69, Miami (Ohio) 67
Northwestern Ohio 86, Marygrove 64
Notre Dame 71, Boston College 63
Oakland 91, Ill.-Chicago 77
Ohio 83, Akron 82
Olivet 67, Kalamazoo 65
Purdue 60, Ohio St. 58
Ripon 82, Carroll (Wis.) 72
St. Norbert 81, Lawrence 63
St. Olaf 71, St. John’s (Minn.) 67
St. Thomas (Minn.) 79, St. Mary’s 

(Minn.) 57
Toledo 84, E. Michigan 60
Valparaiso 78, Detroit 70
W. Michigan 67, Kent St. 66
Wichita St. 62, Bradley 59
Wis.-Eau Claire 80, Wis.-Superior 69
Wis.-Platteville 49, Wis.-Oshkosh 46
Wis.-Stevens Pt. 63, Wis.-River Falls 40

SOUTHWEST
Baylor 77, TCU 57
Oklahoma St. 65, Texas 63, OT
Tarleton St. 58, Midwestern St. 53
Texas A&M-Kingsville 83, E. New Mex-

ico 52
Texas Tech 64, Kansas St. 47

FAR WEST
Air Force 53, New Mexico 49
Fresno St. 81, San Jose St. 63
Oregon 78, Washington 74
San Diego St. 65, Nevada 63
Wyoming 59, Colorado St. 48 

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule
Friday’s games

No games scheduled
Saturday’s games

No. 1 Kentucky at Florida
No. 2 Gonzaga at San Francisco
No. 3 Virginia vs. No. 9 Louisville
No. 4 Duke vs. No. 10 Notre Dame
No. 5 Wisconsin vs. Northwestern
No. 6 Arizona at Arizona State
No. 7 Villanova vs. No. 24 Georgetown
No. 8 Kansas at Oklahoma State
No. 11 Iowa State vs. Texas Tech
No. 12 North Carolina at Boston Col-

lege
No. 13 Utah at Colorado
No. 14 Northern Iowa vs. Drake
No. 15 West Virginia vs. No. 19 Baylor
No. 16 Wichita State vs. Missouri 

State
No. 18 VCU at St. Bonaventure
No. 21 Oklahoma at TCU

No. 22 Butler vs. DePaul
No. 23 SMU at Tulsa
No. 25 Texas at Kansas State

Sunday’s games
No. 17 Maryland at Iowa
No. 20 Ohio State at Rutgers

Wednesday’s women’s scores
EAST

Albany (NY) 74, New Hampshire 48
American U. 55, Loyola (Md.) 44
Army 66, Lehigh 62
Bucknell 51, Lafayette 37
Buffalo 68, Toledo 61
Caldwell 85, Felician 76
Dominican (NY) 73, Concordia (NY) 55
Hartford 51, Binghamton 46
Holy Cross 68, Colgate 62
Mass.-Lowell 84, UMBC 78
Montclair St. 86, William Paterson 61
NJ City 60, Ramapo 52
Navy 48, Boston U. 40
Pace 83, Georgian Court 63
Rhode Island 70, UMass 58
Richard Stockton 76, Rutgers-Camden 

59
Rosemont 77, Notre Dame (Md.) 43
Saint Joseph’s 70, La Salle 64
Sciences (Pa.) 69, Chestnut Hill 54
St. Rose 66, American International 58
Stony Brook 74, Vermont 62
Susquehanna 73, Juniata 66
Temple 84, Memphis 61
Thiel 55, Chatham 53
West Virginia 76, TCU 71

SOUTH
Barton 77, Mount Olive 69
Bridgewater (Va.) 61, Shenandoah 49
Cent. Arkansas 60, SE Louisiana 48
Columbus St. 81, Clayton St. 78
Emory & Henry 72, Roanoke 60
Georgia College 64, GRU Augusta 58
Guilford 62, Randoph 38
Lincoln Memorial 90, Carson-Newman 

85, OT
Martin Methodist 87, Fisk 32
Morehead St. 66, Belmont 55
Richmond 67, VCU 63
St. Augustine’s 77, Virginia St. 69
Tenn. Wesleyan 68, Bluefield 38
Texas St. 46, South Alabama 44
UT-Martin 71, Austin Peay 61
Union (Ky.) 78, Point (Ga.) 62
Wingate 67, Newberry 51
Winston-Salem 53, Virginia Union 41

MIDWEST
Akron 69, W. Michigan 66
Aquinas 60, Michigan-Dearborn 55
Augsburg 50, Macalester 36
Calvin 91, Olivet 68
Cardinal Stritch 90, Trinity (Ill.) 49
Carroll (Wis.) 68, Ripon 46
Cent. Michigan 57, Bowling Green 54
Cleveland St. 75, Ill.-Chicago 73, OT
Concordia (Mich.) 74, Lourdes 56
Concordia (Moor.) 84, St. Catherine 59
Davenport 88, Lawrence Tech 52
E. Michigan 70, Kent St. 53
Gustavus 62, Carleton 34
Hastings 49, Doane 44
Kalamazoo 68, Alma 51
Kansas 71, Texas Tech 67
Kansas St. 66, Texas 57
Madonna 71, Siena Heights 59
N. Illinois 60, Miami (Ohio) 49
North Central (Ill.) 105, Augustana 

(Ill.) 82
Northwestern Ohio 84, Marygrove 58
Oakland 70, Green Bay 67
Oral Roberts 66, Nebraska-Omaha 52
Spring Arbor 61, Grace 52
St. Norbert 73, Lawrence 27
St. Olaf 58, St. Benedict 53
St. Thomas (Minn.) 74, St. Mary’s 

(Minn.) 51
Trine 64, Albion 42
Wis.-Eau Claire 64, Wis.-Superior 59
Wis.-LaCrosse 52, Wis.-Stout 36
Wis.-Oshkosh 60, Wis.-Platteville 47
Wis.-Stevens Pt. 45, Wis.-River Falls 38

SOUTHWEST
Baylor 69, Oklahoma St. 52
Cameron 75, Texas A&M Commerce 

69
E. New Mexico 57, Texas A&M-Kings-

ville 53
Midwestern St. 72, Tarleton St. 57
Nicholls St. 69, Incarnate Word 58
Oklahoma 75, Iowa St. 66
West Texas A&M 67, Angelo St. 50

FAR WEST
Boise St. 94, Utah St. 55
Colorado St. 67, Wyoming 58
IUPUI 68, Denver 64
New Mexico 69, Air Force 46
San Diego St. 57, Nevada 49
San Jose St. 56, Fresno St. 51

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule
Friday’s games

No. 7 Oregon State at Washington
No. 10 Arizona State vs. No. 12 Stan-

ford
No. 18 Princeton vs. Columbia

Saturday’s games
No. 2 UConn at Memphis
No. 18 Princeton vs. Cornell

Sunday’s games
No. 3 Baylor at No. 20 Texas
No. 4 Notre Dame at Boston College
No. 5 Maryland vs. No. 19 Nebraska
No. 6 Tennessee at Florida
No. 7 Oregon State at Washington 

State
No. 8 Louisville vs. Pittsburgh
No. 9 Florida State vs. Miami
No. 10 Arizona State vs. California
No. 11 Kentucky at Vanderbilt
No. 12 Stanford at Arizona
No. 13 North Carolina at Virginia Tech
No. 14 Texas A&M at No. 17 Mississippi 

State
No. 15 Duke vs. Clemson
No. 16 Iowa at Wisconsin
No. 21 Rutgers at Michigan
No. 24 George Washington vs. Dayton
No. 25 Syracuse at Georgia Tech

Pro baseball

 Remaining free agents
NEW YORK — The 42 remaining free 

agents (q-did not accept $15.3 million 
qualifying offer from former team):

AMERICAN LEAGUE
BALTIMORE (2) — Johan Santana, lhp; 

Joe Saunders, lhp.
BOSTON (2) — Burke Badenhop, rhp; 

Ryan Dempster, rhp.
CHICAGO (2) — Paul Konerko, 1b; Matt 

Lindstrom, rhp.
CLEVELAND (1) — Jason Giambi, 1b.
DETROIT (2) — Joba Chamberlain, rhp; 

Phil Coke, lhp.
HOUSTON (2) — Matt Albers, rhp; Jose 

Veras, rhp.
KANSAS CITY (3) — Raul Ibanez, of; q-

James Shields, rhp; Josh Willingham, of.
LOS ANGELES (3) — Sean Burnett, lhp; 

John McDonald, ss; Joe Thatcher, lhp.
MINNESOTA (1) — Jared Burton, rhp.
NEW YORK (2) — Rich Hill, lhp; Derek 

Jeter, ss.
SEATTLE (2) — Joe Beimel, lhp; Chris 

Young, rhp.
TORONTO (1) — Dustin McGowan, 

rhp.
NATIONAL LEAGUE

ATLANTA (1) — Ryan Doumit, c.
COLORADO (1) — Franklin Morales, 

lhp.
LOS ANGELES (5) — Josh Beckett, rhp; 

Kevin Correia, rhp; Roberto Hernandez, 
rhp; Chris Perez, rhp; Jamey Wright, rhp.

MIAMI (3) — Rafael Furcal, ss; Kevin 
Gregg, rhp; Reed Johnson, of.

MILWAUKEE (3) — Lyle Overbay, 1b; 
Francisco Rodriguez, rhp; Rickie Weeks, 
2b.

NEW YORK (1) — Bobby Abreu, of.
PHILADELPHIA (1) — Mike Adams, 

rhp.
ST. LOUIS (1) — Mark Ellis, 2b.
WASHINGTON (3) — Scott Hairston, of; 

Nate Schierholtz, of; Rafael Soriano, rhp. 

MLB calendar
Through Feb. 20 — Salary arbitration 

hearings, St. Petersburg, Fla.
Feb. 19 — Voluntary reporting date for 

pitchers, catchers and injured players.
Feb. 24 — Voluntary reporting date for 

other players.
March 3 — Mandatory reporting date.
March 18 — Last day to place a player 

on unconditional release waivers and 
pay 30 days termination pay instead of 
45 days.

April 1 — Last day to request uncondi-
tional release waivers on a player with-
out having to pay his full 2014 salary. 

College hockey

Wednesday’s score
EAST

Providence 2, UConn 2, OT

Deals

Wednesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Agreed to

terms with LHP Zach Britton on a one-
year contract.

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Placed OF Day-
an Viciedo on waivers for the purpose of
granting his unconditional release.

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Sent RHP 
Yency Almonte to the Chicago White Sox
to complete an earlier trade.

TEXAS RANGERS — Agreed to terms 
with OF Ryan Ludwick on a minor league 
contract.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Acquired LHP 
Jayson Aquino from Colorado for LHP 
Tyler Ybarra. Designated INF Chris Cola-
bello for assignment.

National League
ATLANTA BRAVES — Agreed to terms 

with LHP Eric Stults on a minor league
contract.

COLORADO ROCKIES — Agreed to
terms with RHP Kyle Kendrick on a one-
year contract. Designated LHP Yohan
Flande for assignment.

MIAMI MARLINS — Traded RHP Arqui-
medes Caminero to Pittsburgh for cash 
considerations.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Assigned 
INF Elian Herrera outright to Colorado
Springs (PCL).

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Agreed to
terms with RHP Carlos Villanueva on a 
minor league contract.

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Named Moises 
Alou special assistant for minor league
player development, Dave Snow minor
league player development consultant,
Luis Ortiz minor league field and hitting 
coordinator, Mark Prior minor league
pitching coordinator, Eric Junge minor 
league pitching instructor, Ryley West-
man minor league catching coordinator
and Tarrik Brock minor league outfield/
baserunning coordinator.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

HOUSTON ROCKETS — Reassigned
G Nick Johnson to Rio Grande Valley 
(NBADL).

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS — Named Chad 
Biggs senior vice president of corporate 
development and activation.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Signed S D.J. 
Campbell. Promoted outside lineback-
ers coach James Bettcher to defensive
coordinator and Mike Chiurco to defen-
sive assistant/assistant defensive back
coach. Named Bob Sanders linebackers 
coach and Wesley Goodwin assistant to
the head coach.

CHICAGO BEARS — Signed CB Al Louis-
Jean to a two-year contract extension.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Terminated
the contract of DE Cheta Ozougwu.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Agreed to
terms with LS r Greg Warren on a one-
year contract.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Signed TE 
RaShaun Allen, S Dion Bailey, RB Demi-
trius Bronson, WR Douglas McNeil, OT
Justin Renfrow, DT Jimmy Staten, LB Mike
Zimmer, DEs Ryan Robinson and Julius
Warmsley and Gs Nate Isles and Drew
Nowak to future contracts.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

NHL — Fined Montreal D P.K. Subban 
$2,000 for diving/embellishment.

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — Reassigned
F Dennis Rasmussen to Rockford (AHL).

DETROIT RED WINGS — Recalled G 
Jonas Gustavsson from his conditioning 
loan and D Xavier Ouellet from Grand
Rapids (AHL). Assigned G Tom McCollum
to Grand Rapids.

MONTREAL CANADIENS — Assigned F
Jacob de la Rose to Hamilton (AHL).

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Reassigned
G Marek Mazanec to Milwaukee (AHL).

NEW YORK RANGERS — Recalled G 
Mackenzie Skapski from Hartford (AHL).

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — Recalled D
Cameron Schilling from Hershey (AHL).

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

CHICAGO FIRE — Signed D Matt Pol-
ster. Announced the retirement of D Gon-
zalo Segares.

COLUMBUS CREW — Named Sixten 
Bostrom assistant coach.

COLLEGE
KANSAS STATE — Suspended sopho-

more basketball G Marcus Foster and 
freshman basketball F Malek Harris

OHIO STATE — Suspended sophomore 
basketball F Marc Loving.

SYRACUSE — Announced it instituted
a self-imposed postseason ban for the 
current men’s basketball season as part
of its case pending before the NCAA 
Committee on Infractions.

Tennis

Ecuador Open
Wednesday

At Club Jacaranda-Cumbaya
Quito, Ecuador

Purse: $494,310 (WT250)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
Second Round

Albert Montanes, Spain, def. Santiago 
Giraldo (2), Colombia, 7-6 (1), 7-5.

Victor Estrella Burgos (8), Dominican 
Republic, def. Renzo Olivo, Argentina, 7-6 
(5), 6-4.

Thomaz Bellucci (6), Brazil, def. Hora-
cio Zeballos, Argentina, 6-2, 3-6, 7-6 (6).

Martin Klizan (4), Slovakia, def. Daniel 
Gimeno-Traver, Spain, 6-3, 5-7, 7-5.

Doubles
First Round

Cesar Ramirez and Miguel Angel 
Reyes-Varela, Mexico, def. Roberto May-
tin, Venezuela, and Juan-Carlos Spir, Co-
lombia, 7-6 (5), 6-3.

Alejandro Falla and Alejandro Gon-
zalez, Colombia, def. Johan Brunstrom, 
Sweden, and Nicholas Monroe (3), Unit-
ed States, 6-4, 4-6, 10-7.

Victor Estrella Burgos, Dominican Re-
public, and Joao Souza, Brazil, def. An-
dreas Haider-Maurer, Austria, and Paolo 
Lorenzi, Italy, 6-2, 6-4.

Roberto Carballes Baena and Albert 
Montanes, Spain, def. Nicolas Jarry, 
Chile, and Giovanni Lapentti, Ecuador, 0-
6, 7-6 (5), 10-5.

Feliciano Lopez, Spain, and Oliver Ma-
rach (2), Austria, def. Nicolas Barrientos, 
Colombia, and Guillermo Duran, Argen-
tina, 6-3, 6-1.

Treat Huey, Philippines, and Scott Lip-
sky (1), United States, def. Dusan Lajovic, 
Serbia, and Horacio Zeballos, Argentina, 
7-6 (5), 7-6 (11). 

Open Sud de France
Wednesday

At Arena Montpellier
Montpellier, France

Purse: $559,500 (WT250)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
First Round

Steve Darcis, Belgium, def. Tatsuma 
Ito, Japan, 6-2, 6-2.

Denis Istomin (6), Uzbekistan, def. 
Malek Jaziri, Tunisia, 3-6, retired.

Second Round
Joao Sousa (7), Portugal, def. Tobias 

Kamke, Germany, 4-6, 6-4, 6-3.
Gilles Simon (2), France, def. Edouard 

Roger-Vasselin, France, 6-3, 6-3.
Richard Gasquet (4), France, def. Lu-

cas Pouille, France, 6-3, 7-6 (6).
Jerzy Janowicz (5), Poland, def. Benoit 

Paire, France, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3.
Doubles

First Round
Colin Fleming and Jonathan Marray 

(4), Britain, def. Frank Moser, Germany, 
and Divij Sharan, India, 6-1, 6-3.

Marcus Daniell and Artem Sitak, New 
Zealand, def. Dorian Descloix and Gael 
Monfils, France, 6-2, 7-6 (7).

Frantisek Cermak, Czech Republic, 
and Jonathan Erlich, Israel, def. Philipp 
Oswald, Austria, and Aisam-ul-Haq 
Qureshi (2), Pakistan, 7-6 (1), 6-4.

Dominic Inglot, Britain, and Florian 
Mergea (1), Romania, def. Denis Istomin, 
Uzbekistan, and Alexander Kudryavtsev, 
Russia, 6-3, 7-5. 

Zagreb Indoors
Wednesday

At Dom Sportova
Zagreb, Croatia

Purse: $559,500 (WT250)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
First Round

Igor Sijsling, Netherlands, def. Frank 
Dancevic, Canada, 6-4, 7-5.

James Ward, Britain, def. Antonio Veic, 
Croatia, 6-2, 6-4.

Marcel Granollers (8), Spain, def. Jur-
gen Melzer, Austria, 6-2, 7-6 (3).

Ivan Dodig, Croatia, def. Mate Delic, 
Croatia, 6-2, 6-3.

Second Round
Mikhail Youzhny (6), Russia, def. Ser-

giy Stakhovsky, Ukraine, 6-2, 6-1.
Marcos Baghdatis, Cyprus, def. Ivo 

Karlovic (1), Croatia, 3-6, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (7).
Doubles

First Round
Sergiy Stakhovsky, Ukraine, and Vik-

tor Troicki, Serbia, def. Andre Begemann, 
Germany, and Robin Haase (3), Nether-
lands, 6-4, 7-6 (6).

Robert Lindstedt, Sweden, and Marcin 
Matkowski (1), Poland, def. Jesse Huta 
Galung, Netherlands, and Dominik Mef-
fert, Germany, 6-3, 2-6, 10-8.

Fabrice Martin, France, and Purav 
Raja, India, def. Dino Marcan and Anto-
nio Sancic, Croatia, 4-6, 6-2, 10-6.

Quarterfinals
Marin Draganja, Croatia, and Henri 

Kontinen (2), Finland, def. Gilles Muller, 
Luxembourg, and Igor Sijsling, Nether-
lands, 7-5, 6-4.

AP sportlight
Feb. 6

1943 — Montreal’s Ray Getliffe scores
five goals to lead the Canadiens to an 8-3 
triumph over the Boston Bruins.

 1967 — Muhammad Ali successfully
defends his world heavyweight title with 
a 15-round decision over Ernest Terrell in 
the Houston Astrodome.

1970 — The NBA expands to 18 teams
with the addition of franchises in Buf-
falo, Cleveland, Houston and Portland.

1973 — The West beat the East, 123-
111, in the ABA All-Star Game held in Salt
Lake City. Willie Wise of the Utah Stars 
leads all scorers with 26. Denver’s War-
ren Jabali wins the MVP after leading the 
West to a second-half comeback, scoring
12 of his 16 points in the third quarter. 

Fight Schedule
Feb. 6

At Beau Rivage Resort & Casino, Bi-
loxi, Miss., Abie Han vs. Sergio Mora, 12, 
for Taylor’s IBF middleweight title.

Feb. 12
At Chetumal, Mexico, Pablo Cesar 

Cano vs. Jorge Silva, 10, welterweights; 
Vic Darchinyan vs. Juan Jimenez, 10, su-
per bantamweights.

Feb. 13
At the Mohegan Sun in Uncasville, 

Conn., Boxcino Quarterfinals-Junior Mid-
dleweights: Cleotis Pendarvis vs. Ricardo 
Pinnell; Stanyslav Skorokhod vs. Michael 
Moore; Brandon Adams vs. Alex Perez; 
Vito Gasparyan vs. Simeon Hardy.

Feb. 14
At Tepic, Mexico, David Sanchez vs. 

Juan Alberto Rosas, 12, for the interim 
WBA super flyweight title.

At Resorts World Casino, New York, 
Derric Rossy vs. Akhror Muralimov, 10, 
for the IBF North American heavyweight 
title.

Feb. 20
At Turning Stone Resort Casino in 

Verona, N.Y., Boxcino Quarterfinals-
Heavyweights: Donovan Dennis vs. Steve 
Vukosa; Razvan Cojano vs. Ed Fountain; 
Andrey Fedosov vs. Nate Heaven; Mario 
Heredia vs. Lenroy Thomas.

Feb. 21
At Monte Carlo, Monaco, Gennady 

Golovkin vs. Martin Murray, 12, for Go-
lovkin’s WBA Super World-WBC World-
IBO middleweight tiles; Hekkie Budler vs. 
Jesus Silvestre, 12, for Budler’s WBA-IBO 
minimumweight titles; Lee Haskins vs. 
Omar Lamiri, 12, for the vacant EBU ban-
tamweight title; Hughie Fury vs. Andriy 
Rudenko, 10, heavyweights.

At O2 World Arena, Berlin, Arthur 
Abraham vs. Paul Smith, 12, for Abra-
ham’s WBO super middleweight title; 
David Price vs. Irineu Beato Costa Junior, 
10, heavyweights.

Feb. 27
At Paramount Theatre, Huntington, 

N.Y., Cletus Seldin vs. Johnny Garcia, 10, 
junior welterweights; Delvin Rodriguez 
vs. Eliezer Gonzalez, 10, junior middle-
weights.

At Fantasy Springs Casino, Indio, Ca-
lif., Randy Caballero vs. Alberto Guevara, 
12, for Caballero’s IBF bantamweight 
title.

Feb. 28
At Odyssey Arena, Belfast, Northern 

Ireland, Carl Frampton vs. Chris Avalos, 
12, for Frampton’s IBF super bantam-
weight title.

Boxing
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MLB

BY DANICA COTO

The Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — Major 
league baseball scouts leaned forward as 
they steadied their radar guns and trained 
their video cameras on Cuban players who 
prepared to bat and pitch during Tuesday’s 
Caribbean Series in Puerto Rico.

It is the first time that top Cuban players 
are competing in the U.S. territory since 
Cuba and the U.S. moved to normalize 
relations, opening up the possibility that 
a greater number could eventually reach 
the big leagues. Dozens of scouts traveled 
to the Caribbean Series almost exclusively 
to assess Cuban talent, jotting down page 
after page of statistics and observations 
on players including star second baseman 
Yulieski Gurriel.

“We’re all excited about the possibility 
of having the ability to acquire Cuban play-
ers more easily now,” Matt Slater, director 
of player personnel for the St. Louis Car-
dinals, told The Associated Press. “The 
potential is certainly going to increase the 
talent level of baseball. It’s good for the 
teams, it’s good for the fans and the indus-
try in general.”

Cuba returned to the round-robin tourna-
ment last year for the first time in 53 years, 
when it was held in Venezuela. Cuban play-
ers had won the series seven times when it 
was held from 1949 to 1960 — before they 
were barred in 1961 from playing profes-

sionally overseas. In September 2013, 
Cuba revised the five-decade ban to allow 
players to sign offseason contracts with 
leagues in countries including Japan and 
Mexico, as long as they return home.

Now, the possibility of being able to play 
in the major leagues excites many, includ-
ing Gurriel.

“Of course I would like to play where the 
best baseball is played,” Gurriel said. “As 
long as we have permission, we would al-
ways be willing.”

More than 80 Cuban players have defect-
ed since the 1980s, typically to countries 
other than the U.S. so they can become 
free agents.

Two more players apparently defected 
from the team on Tuesday after losses ear-
lier in the week to the Dominican Repub-
lic and Mexico. The missing players were 
identifi ed as 19-year-old pitcher Vladimir 
Gutierrez and 29-year-old shortstop Dain-
er Moreira. Gutierrez had not yet played 
in the series. Moreira drove in Cuba’s only 
run against the Dominican Republic.

In 2014, 25 Cuban-born players played in 
the majors, according to STATS, and since 
1995, 59 Cuban-born players have made it 
to the big leagues.

Fans and scouts alike hope to see the 
number of players increase as relations 
thaw between the U.S. and Cuba.

“This is the best thing that has hap-
pened,” said baseball fan Joaquin Rodri-
guez, a 58-year-old elevator repairman 

from Cuba who lives in Puerto Rico. “Play-
ers from the Dominican Republic pretty 
much dominate the major leagues.”

It’s too early to say what kind of oppor-
tunities could open up for Cuban players, 
but some changes have already taken 
place. The MLB on Tuesday eliminated 
its requirement that Cuban players obtain 
a license from the U.S. government before 
they are eligible to sign with big league 
teams.

Cuba team manager Alfonso Urquiola 
said he hopes more negotiations will take 
place.

“This will be beneficial to us in all areas, 
not just baseball,” he told the AP.

U.S. Baseball Commissioner Rob Man-
fred said in an interview last week that 
there is great interest in Cuban talent even 
though he wasn’t sure clubs were seeking 
to build more academies in yet another 
country.

Currently, contracts for six of the top-
earning Cuban major league players total 
close to $280 million.

“Cuba has a great baseball tradition. It’s 
a great source of talent,” Manfred said. 
“Obviously the president has announced 
an important policy change. What that 
means at the nuts-and-bolts level that we 
operate, we’re just not sure yet.”

Some fans, including 45-year-old Ro-
berto Tellez, hope that improved relations 
between the U.S. and Cuba could mean that 
Cuban athletes might get the opportunity 

to participate in tournaments other than
those played in Latin America. Cuban-born
Tellez lives in Miami but traveled to Puerto
Rico with his wife to cheer for Cuba.

He said his dream is to see both Cuban
players who live on the island and in the
U.S. form one team for the next baseball
classic.

“That would be so exciting, for them to 
represent the country and not politics,” he
said.

PHOTOS BY RICARDO ARDUENGO/AP

Cuba second baseman Yulieski Gurriel is congratulated by his teammates after scoring a run in a Caribbean Series game against Mexico, in San Juan, Puerto Rico, Monday. The 
U.S. move to normalize relations with Cuba has fans and pro scouts hoping the move means more Cuban players will join Major League Baseball.

Diplomatic thaw brings Cubans exposure

Cuba second baseman Yulieski Gurriel 
fields a ground ball during a Caribbean 
Series game Wednesday against Puerto 
Rico in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Cuba won 
3-2, its first victory in the series.

Pro scouts eager for more opportunities to assess island’s talent
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Fleury, Pens blank Oilers

Talbot helps Rangers edge Bruins

NHL

Roundup

 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 52 32 15 5 69 167 135
Montreal 50 32 15 3 67 132 114
Detroit 50 29 12 9 67 149 129
Boston 51 27 17 7 61 136 127
Florida 49 22 17 10 54 122 140
Ottawa 49 20 20 9 49 137 138
Toronto 52 22 26 4 48 147 160
Buffalo 51 15 33 3 33 97 181

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 51 29 14 8 66 147 129
N.Y. Islanders 50 32 17 1 65 160 143
N.Y. Rangers 49 30 15 4 64 148 117
Washington 51 26 15 10 62 151 129
Philadelphia 51 22 22 7 51 140 151
New Jersey 51 20 22 9 49 115 139
Columbus 49 21 25 3 45 121 155
Carolina 50 17 26 7 41 109 134

Western Conference
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Nashville 50 33 11 6 72 153 118
St. Louis 50 33 13 4 70 162 121
Chicago 51 31 18 2 64 155 118
Winnipeg 53 26 18 9 61 146 140
Colorado 51 22 18 11 55 134 143
Minnesota 50 24 20 6 54 138 140
Dallas 50 23 19 8 54 159 162

Pacific Division
Anaheim 51 33 12 6 72 152 138
Calgary 52 29 20 3 61 152 132
San Jose 52 27 18 7 61 144 143
Vancouver 49 28 18 3 59 134 126
Los Angeles 50 21 17 12 54 134 136
Arizona 51 19 26 6 44 120 171
Edmonton 52 14 29 9 37 120 172

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss.

Tuesday’s games
Colorado 3, Dallas 2, SO
New Jersey 2, Ottawa 1
Florida 4, N.Y. Islanders 2
Washington 4, Los Angeles 0
Arizona 4, Columbus 1
Buffalo 3, Montreal 2
St. Louis 2, Tampa Bay 1, OT
Nashville 4, Toronto 3
Minnesota 3, Chicago 0
Vancouver 3, Winnipeg 2, OT
Anaheim 5, Carolina 4, OT

Wednesday’s games
N.Y. Rangers 3, Boston 2
Pittsburgh 2, Edmonton 0
Calgary 3, San Jose 1

Thursday’s games
St. Louis at Buffalo
N.Y. Islanders at Philadelphia
Washington at Ottawa
Los Angeles at Florida
Anaheim at Nashville
Tampa Bay at Dallas
Detroit at Colorado
Carolina at Arizona
San Jose at Vancouver

Friday’s games
Toronto at New Jersey
Anaheim at Washington
St. Louis at Columbus
Chicago at Winnipeg
Pittsburgh at Calgary 

Saturday’s games
N.Y. Rangers at Nashville
Los Angeles at Tampa Bay
N.Y. Islanderes at Boston
Dallas at Buffalo
Edmonton at Toronto
New Jersey at Montreal
Columbus at Ottawa
Colorado at Minnesota
Detroit at Arizona
Pittsburgh at Vancouver
Carolina at San Jose

Wednesday
Flames 3, Sharks 1

San Jose 0 0 1—1
Calgary 0 3 0—3

 Second Period—1, Calgary, Russell 1 
(Byron, Jooris), 9:28. 2, Calgary, Hudler 
15 (Gaudreau, Monahan), 11:55 (pp). 3, 
Calgary, Raymond 8 (Colborne, Brodie), 
18:03.

Third Period—4, San Jose, Scott 2 
(Hannan, Kennedy), 2:48.

Shots on Goal—San Jose 10-11-8—29. 
Calgary 10-10-3—23.

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 0 
of 3; Calgary 1 of 2.

Goalies—San Jose, Stalock 5-6-1 (23 
shots-20 saves). Calgary, Hiller 17-14-2 
(29-28).

A—18,781 (19,289). T—2:22. 

Penguins 2, Oilers 0
Pittsburgh 0 2 0—2
Edmonton 0 0 0—0

 Second Period—1, Pittsburgh, Malkin 
20 (Arcobello, Hornqvist), :24. 2, Pitts-
burgh, Perron 12 (Letang, Crosby), 19:59. 

Shots on Goal—Pittsburgh 10-14-2—
26. Edmonton 5-7-10—22.

Power-play opportunities—Pittsburgh 
0 of 0; Edmonton 0 of 2.

Goalies—Pittsburgh, Fleury 24-11-5 
(22 shots-22 saves). Edmonton, Fasth 5-
12-2 (26-24).

A—16,839 (16,839). T—2:22. 

Rangers 3, Bruins 2
Boston 2 0 0—2
N.Y. Rangers 1 2 0—3

First Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, Nash 
32 (St. Louis, Klein), 5:50. 2, Boston, Lu-
cic 11 (R.Smith, Krejci), 13:37. 3, Boston, 
Bergeron 13 (Eriksson), 15:29.

Second Period—4, N.Y. Rangers, Bras-
sard 13 (Kreider, Zuccarello), 6:41. 5, N.Y. 
Rangers, Stepan 9 (Nash, Girardi), 16:56. 

Shots on Goal—Boston 6-7-7—20. N.Y. 
Rangers 12-9-4—25.

Power-play opportunities—Boston 0 
of 2; N.Y. Rangers 0 of 2.

Goalies—Boston, Rask 22-12-7 (25 
shots-22 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Talbot 5-
4-1 (20-18).

A—18,006 (18,006). T—2:13.   

Scoring leaders
Through Feb. 4

 GP G A PTS
Jakub Voracek, Phi 51 17 41 58
Tyler Seguin, Dal 50 28 28 56
Patrick Kane, Chi 51 25 31 56
Nicklas Backstrom, Was 51 16 38 54
Sidney Crosby, Pit 47 15 38 53
Evgeni Malkin, Pit 46 20 32 52
Ryan Getzlaf, Anh 50 16 36 52
Claude Giroux, Phi 50 16 36 52
Vladimir Tarasenko, StL 50 26 25 51
Alex Ovechkin, Was 51 31 18 49
John Tavares, NYI 50 23 26 49
Tyler Johnson, TB 50 17 32 49
Rick Nash, NYR  49 32 16 48
4 tied with 46 pts.   

Scoreboard

LARRY MACDOUGAL, THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP

The Sharks’ Joe Thornton, right, battles for the puck with the 
Flames’ Kris Russell during Wednesday’s game in Calgary, Alberta. 
The Flames won 3-1.

JASON FRANSON, THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP

Penguins goalie Marc-Andre Fleury, right, makes the save on the Oilers’ Iiro Pakarinen on Wednesday in 
Edmonton, Alberta. Fleury got his seventh shutout with Pittsburgh’s 2-0 win.

 The Associated Press

EDMONTON, Alberta — 
Though he wasn’t sorely tested 
for most of the game, Marc-Andre 
Fleury stepped up when the 
Pittsburgh Penguins needed him 
most.

Fleury made 22 saves to get his 
seventh shutout of the season as 
Pittsburgh opened a three-game 
trip to western Canada with a 2-0 
victory over the Edmonton Oilers 
on Wednesday night.

“It feels like it’s been a while 
since I got one,” Fleury said after 
getting his first shutout since 
Dec. 18. “It was a little quiet for 
me the first two periods, but the 
third was a bit more one-sided for 

them. It was nice to finish on a 
good note.”

Penguins head coach Mike 
Johnston said the ending could 
have been different if his goalie 
wasn’t on his toes in the third.

“Edmonton had four or five 
Grade-A scoring chances in the 
third period,” he said. “He did 
what you need your goalie to do. It 
was one of those games where he 
didn’t get much action in the first 
two periods, but he was really 
called upon in the third period.

“His seventh shutout of the 
year, that’s great to see.”

Evgeni Malkin and David Per-
ron scored for the Penguins, who 
improved to 12-6-5 on the road 
this season. 

Viktor Fasth had 24 saves in
the Oilers’ second loss in three 
games. 

After a scoreless first period
in which there were few chanc-
es, Malkin got Pittsburgh on the
scoreboard 24 seconds into the 
second. He picked up a loose puck
during a scramble in front of the
Oilers’ net and slipped in his 20th
goal of the season.

The Penguins doubled the lead
with 0.4 seconds to go in the pe-
riod as the rebound of Kris Le-
tang’s shot hit Perron on the way
toward the net and caromed in. It 
was Perron’s seventh goal in 13
games since his trade from Ed-
monton to Pittsburgh. 

 The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Cam Talbot was ready for this 
start for quite a while, well before a text message 
alerted him to be on call.

Now that he has another win under his belt, he 
could soon be in line for more action.

Talbot made 18 saves in place of the injured Hen-
rik Lundqvist, Rick Nash had a goal and an assist, 
and Derek Stepan snapped a second-period tie to lift 
the New York Rangers to their third straight win, 3-
2 over the Boston Bruins on Wednesday night.

Talbot, whose previous start was a 3-0 loss at Bos-
ton on Jan. 15, got the nod after Lundqvist was forced 
out by a neck injury caused when he was struck in 
the throat by a shot against Carolina on Saturday.

“I got a text last night saying maybe be ready, and 
then this morning when I got to the rink they gave 
me the go,” said Talbot (5-4-1). “I really didn’t have 
to do a whole lot. The guys did a great job in front 
of me. ”

Rangers coach Alain Vigneault reiterated that 
Lundqvist is day to day, but if he isn’t able to play 
at Nashville on Saturday, Vigneault will turn back 
to Talbot.

“I have a lot of confidence in Cam. His teammates 
have a lot of confidence in him, so if he needs to go 
he will be ready,” Vigneault said.

Nash scored his NHL-leading 32nd goal in the
first period, and Derick Brassard and Stepan scored 
in the second.

Milan Lucic and Patrice Bergeron had goals in 
the first for Boston, which was 8-1-1 in its previous
10. Tuukka Rask stopped 22 shots.   

 Russell, Hiller lead Flames past Sharks, 3-1
 Flames 3, Sharks 1: Kris Russell scored his first 

goal of the season, Jonas Hiller stopped 28 shots, 
and Calgary beat visiting San Jose .

Jiri Hudler and Mason Raymond also scored
to help the Flames improve to 4-1-0 on a six-
game homestand, which concludes Friday against
Pittsburgh.

John Scott scored for San Jose, which lost in regu-
lation for the first time in its last five games (3-1-1).

Calgary opened the scoring at 9:28 of the second 
period when Russell’s shot from inside the blue
line was partially stopped by Alex Stallock but still
squeaked through.

It was the first of three consecutive goals for the 
Flames, who led 3-0. Calgary moved from the sec-
ond wild card spot in the Western Conference up to
second place in the Pacific Division.

The Flames also matched their season high of nine
games above .500, which they were also at on Dec. 4,
prior to going on an eight-game winless skid.  
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SKIING

BY PAT GRAHAM

The Associated Press

BEAVER CREEK, Colo. — At 41 and 
almost a decade removed from his last 
World Cup downhill race, Daron Rahlves 
wants one last crack at a demanding Birds 
of Prey course he knows so well.

Don’t worry, the former U.S. skier prom-
ises to take it easy.

He’s out for video, not a victory.
Rahlves will serve as an honorary fore-

runner before the men’s downhill race 
Saturday, capturing images with cameras 
mounted on his ski boot and helmet. He 
said he will only fly down the steep course 
filled with big jumps at about 60 percent 
of what he’s capable. He will leave the real 
racing to Bode Miller, Kjetil Jansrud and 
the rest of the world’s top speedsters.

But Rahlves reserves the right to change 
his mind. After all, Rahlves knows the nu-
ances of this course and where to find hid-
den speed about as well as anyone. He’s 
won twice at Beaver Creek, including in 
2003 when he turned in a fast and furious 
run.

So fast and furious, even, that U.S. 
men’s coach Sasha Rearick recently asked 
Rahlves to bring the video over to show the 
team.

“It’s the fastest run down the mountain 
still,” said Rahlves, who hasn’t raced a 
World Cup speed event at this venue since 
2005, when he won the downhill.

Not all that surprising, since he was 
once king of speed on the U.S. team before 
Miller’s rise to prominence. Rahlves com-
peted at three Olympics with the ski team, 
won 12 World Cup races and captured a 
world championship super-G title in 2001. 
He then switched over to the U.S. freestyle 
squad and competed in ski cross at the 
2010 Vancouver Games.

 “That’s why I’m reliving it in a way,” 
said Rahlves, who lives in Truckee, Calif. 
“I can’t race down the mountain, but I can 
at least ski down the mountain with some 
downhill skis on and a (speed) suit. I’m 
excited.”

Could he still race?
“With no training? And off the couch like 

I am right now?” Rahlves said. “I know how 
much work goes in to get yourself ready to 
race. I’m not even close to that level.”

He likes the chances of the 37-year-old 
Miller, who had back surgery to fix a her-
niated disk in November.

“Bode knows this hill. He’s a winner on 
this hill,” Rahlves said. “He’s got nothing 
to lose. He’s got the talent and the skills 
and if his head is there, which I think it is, 
I would not be surprised if he comes down 
with the fastest time here.”

Same with Aksel Lund Svindal, the 32-

year-old Norwegian who tore his left Achil-
les in October.

“He’s got a good shot as well,” Rahlves 
said. There’s a bunch of guys (who can 
win). That’s what makes racing fun.”

Here are things to know about the 
course:

Snow fun: Kjetil Jansrud of Norway says 
the snow conditions have changed quite a 
bit since he won a downhill race at Beaver 
Creek in December. “The snow feels soft-
er,” Jansrud said. “Still, I like the hill.”

Tiger & Lindsey: Asked how much it 
meant to her to have boyfriend Tiger Woods 
cheering her on in the finish area Wednes-
day when she finished with the bronze 
medal, Lindsey Vonn said: “Of course I’m 
happy he’s supporting me.”

Champions: American Ted Ligety won 
the super-G world title two years ago in 
Austria and Christof Innerhofer of Italy 
captured the title in 2011 at Garmisch-
Partenkirchen, Germany. “Take all the 
risk, cross the finish line and say I cannot 
give more. This is my goal,” Innerhofer 
said.

At 41, Rahlves takes course as forerunner

JOHN LOCHER/AP

The United States’ Bode Miller races down the course Tuesday during a training run for the men’s downhill at the alpine world 
championships in Beaver Creek, Colo. The men’s downhill is scheduled to take place Saturday.

As a two-time winner,
former US skier knows
how to get most speed

MARCO TROVATI/AP

Tiger Woods, center, arrives to watch his girlfriend Lindsey Vonn compete in the 
women’s super-G on Tuesday. Vonn finished third in the race.
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 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Toronto 33 17 .660 —
Brooklyn 20 28 .417 12
Boston 18 30 .375 14
Philadelphia 11 39 .220 22
New York 10 39 .204 22½ 

Southeast Division
Atlanta 41 9 .820 —
Washington 31 19 .620 10
Charlotte 21 27 .438 19
Miami 21 28 .429 19½
Orlando 15 37 .288 27

Central Division
Cleveland 30 20 .600 —
Chicago 30 20 .600 —
Milwaukee 27 22 .551  2½
Detroit 19 31 .380 11
Indiana 18 32 .360 12

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Memphis 37 12 .755 —
Houston 34 15 .694  3
Dallas 33 18 .647  5
San Antonio 31 18 .633  6
New Orleans 26 23 .531 11

Northwest Division
Portland 33 16 .673 —
Oklahoma City 25 24 .510  8
Denver 19 31 .380 14½
Utah 17 32 .347 16
Minnesota 9 40 .184 24

Pacific Division
Golden State 39 8 .830 —
L.A. Clippers 33 16 .673  7
Phoenix 28 22 .560 12½
Sacramento 17 30 .362 22
L.A. Lakers 13 36 .265 27

Tuesday’s games
Philadelphia 105, Denver 98
Detroit 108, Miami 91
Boston 108, New York 97
Portland 103, Utah 102
Golden State 121, Sacramento 96

Wednesday’s games
Indiana 114, Detroit 109
Atlanta 105, Washington 96
Brooklyn 109, Toronto 93
Boston 104, Denver 100
Oklahoma City 102, New Orleans 91
Houston 101, Chicago 90
Milwaukee 113, L.A. Lakers 105, OT
Minnesota 102, Miami 101
San Antonio 110, Orlando 103
Memphis 100, Utah 90
Golden State 128, Dallas 114

Thursday’s games
Washington at Charlotte
L.A. Clippers at Cleveland
Dallas at Sacramento
Phoenix at Portland

Friday’s games
L.A. Clippers at Toronto
L.A. Lakers at Orlando
Cleveland at Indiana
New York at Brooklyn
Golden State at Atlanta
Denver at Detroit
Philadelphia at Boston
New Orleans at Oklahoma City
Milwaukee at Houston
Memphis at Minnesota
Utah at Phoenix
Miami at San Antonio 

Wednesday
Warriors 128, Mavericks 114

DALLAS — Parsons 9-18 5-9 24, Nowit-
zki 4-15 6-6 15, Chandler 8-9 5-6 21,  Barea 
3-10 2-2 10, Ellis 7-19 0-0 14, Aminu 5-9 1-1 
12,  Harris 2-7 2-2 8, Villanueva 3-9 0-0 9, 
Jefferson 0-0 0-0 0,  Felton 0-1 0-0 0, Ledo 
0-1 1-2 1. Totals 41-98 22-28 114.

GOLDEN STATE — Barnes 4-5 3-4 12, 
Green 1-6 0-0 2, Bogut 3-3 0-0 6,  Curry 16-
26 9-11 51, Thompson 7-17 0-0 18, Iguo-
dala 3-7 0-0 7,  Lee 0-1 2-2 2, Barbosa 5-8 
1-4 14, Speights 5-10 4-4 14,  Livingston 
1-3 0-0 2. Totals 45-86 19-25 128.

Dallas 42 20 36 16—114
Golden State 25 33 43 27—128
Three-Point Goals—Dallas 10-30 (Vil-

lanueva 3-7, Barea 2-4, Harris 2-5,  Aminu 
1-2, Parsons 1-3, Nowitzki 1-4, Ledo 0-1, 
Ellis 0-4), Golden State  19-38 (Curry 10-
16, Thompson 4-10, Barbosa 3-4, Barnes 
1-1, Iguodala  1-3, Green 0-4). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Dallas 56 (Chan-
dler 17),  Golden State 54 (Green 10). 
Assists—Dallas 24 (Harris 7), Golden 
State  29 (Green 6). Total Fouls—Dallas 
19, Golden State 22. Technicals—Aminu.  
A—19,596 (19,596).  

Grizzlies 100, Jazz 90
MEMPHIS — Je.Green 4-8 4-4 13, Ran-

dolph 6-14 5-6 18, Gasol 9-18 5-5 23,  Con-
ley 6-11 2-2 17, Lee 1-4 0-0 2, Allen 0-3 2-
4 2, Koufos 5-10 0-0 10,  Udrih 3-5 0-0 7, 
Calathes 3-4 0-1 6, Leuer 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 
38-80 18-22 100.

UTAH — Hayward 5-10 2-2 15, Favors 4-
7 3-3 11, Kanter 8-18 0-0 16,  Exum 0-5 0-0 
0, Ingles 2-3 0-2 4, Gobert 2-5 4-8 8, Burke 
7-13 4-4 21,  Millsap 2-5 3-5 7, Booker 1-4 
1-2 3, Johnson 2-3 0-0 5. Totals 33-73 17-
26 90.

Memphis 30 28 19 23—100
Utah 23 28 20 19— 90
Three-Point Goals—Memphis 6-13 

(Conley 3-5, Randolph 1-1, Udrih 1-2,  
Je.Green 1-3, Lee 0-1, Allen 0-1), Utah 7-23 
(Hayward 3-5, Burke 3-8,  Johnson 1-2, In-
gles 0-1, Kanter 0-1, Millsap 0-2, Exum 0-
4). Fouled  Out—None. Rebounds—Mem-
phis 45 (Randolph 11), Utah 50 (Kanter 
10).  Assists—Memphis 26 (Calathes 7), 
Utah 15 (Exum 5). Total Fouls—Memphis  
21, Utah 19. A—19,911 (19,911).  

Spurs 110, Magic 103
ORLANDO — Harris 9-13 2-3 23, Fourni-

er 4-9 0-0 10, Vucevic 11-17 3-3 25,  Payton 
6-8 2-6 14, Oladipo 5-21 2-2 14, B.Gordon 
0-4 0-0 0,  W.Green 3-7 0-0 8, Frye 1-2 0-0 
3, Harkless 2-2 0-0 4,  O’Quinn 1-1 0-0 2. 
Totals 42-84 9-14 103.

SAN ANTONIO — Leonard 7-9 4-4 18, 
Duncan 11-17 4-8 26, Diaw 2-3 0-0 4,  Park-
er 6-15 0-0 15, D.Green 2-9 0-0 6, Ginobili 
5-9 0-2 13,  Belinelli 4-6 0-0 11, Mills 3-8 
0-0 9, Baynes 2-3 0-0 4,  Joseph 2-5 0-0 4. 
Totals 44-84 8-14 110.

Orlando 25 19 30 29—103
San Antonio 24 27 27 32—110
Three-Point Goals—Orlando 10-21 

(Harris 3-4, Fournier 2-4, W.Green 2-5,  
Oladipo 2-5, Frye 1-2, B.Gordon 0-1), San 
Antonio 14-32 (Belinelli 3-4,  Ginobili 3-5, 
Parker 3-5, Mills 3-8, D.Green 2-9, Diaw 
0-1). Fouled  Out—None. Rebounds—Or-
lando 48 (Vucevic 13), San Antonio 45 
(Duncan 10).  Assists—Orlando 27 (Pay-
ton 9), San Antonio 32 (Ginobili 10). To-
tal  Fouls—Orlando 16, San Antonio 12. 
A—18,581 (18,797).  

Bucks 113, Lakers 105 (OT)
L.A. LAKERS — Kelly 0-3 0-0 0, Black 2-2 

1-4 5, Sacre 5-7 0-0 10,  Clarkson 0-4 2-2 2, 
Ellington 7-17 0-0 19, Lin 2-12 6-6 11,  Da-
vis 2-8 3-4 7, Boozer 13-21 2-2 28, Johnson 
3-7 0-0 7,  Young 5-12 4-7 16. Totals 39-93 
18-25 105.

MILWAUKEE — Antetokounmpo 10-14 
5-5 25, Dudley 4-8 0-0 9, Henson 4-8 1-2 9,  
Knight 7-17 6-6 24, Middleton 7-13 6-7 21, 
Mayo 8-15 0-0 21,  O’Bryant 0-2 0-0 0, Bay-
less 1-5 2-2 4. Totals 41-82 20-22 113.

L.A. Lakers 24 30 14 26 11—105
Milwaukee 26 20 28 20 19—113
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 9-28 

(Ellington 5-12, Young 2-8, Johnson  1-2, 
Lin 1-3, Clarkson 0-1, Kelly 0-2), Milwau-
kee 11-26 (Mayo 5-8,  Knight 4-7, Dudley 
1-3, Middleton 1-5, Bayless 0-3). Fouled 
Out—Lin.  Rebounds—L.A. Lakers 65 
(Davis 20), Milwaukee 39 (Middleton, 
Knight,  Henson 7). Assists—L.A. Lakers 
22 (Lin 6), Milwaukee 25 (Knight 8).  To-
tal Fouls—L.A. Lakers 25, Milwaukee 22. 
Technicals—Milwaukee defensive  three 
second. A—12,544 (18,717).  

Timberwolves 102, Heat 101
MIAMI — Deng 6-10 5-7 18, Bosh 5-14 

4-5 14, Whiteside 12-13 0-0 24,  Napier 2-8 
0-0 6, Chalmers 5-11 2-2 12, Granger 2-6 
1-2 6,  Cole 5-11 3-6 15, Johnson 1-3 0-0 3, 
Andersen 1-2 1-2 3,  Ennis 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 
39-80 16-24 101.

MINNESOTA — Wiggins 2-8 2-2 6, Young 
7-12 2-2 16, Pekovic 5-7 3-4 13,  Rubio 1-3 
6-8 8, Martin 11-23 4-5 30, M.Williams 4-6 
0-1 10,  Dieng 4-5 5-5 13, Bennett 3-6 0-0 6, 
LaVine 0-2 0-0 0,  Budinger 0-0 0-0 0. To-
tals 37-72 22-27 102.

Miami 24 27 32 18—101
Minnesota 27 26 23 26—102
Three-Point Goals—Miami 7-16 (Cole 

2-3, Napier 2-5, Johnson 1-1, Deng  1-2, 
Granger 1-2, Ennis 0-1, Bosh 0-2), Min-
nesota 6-11 (Martin 4-8,  M.Williams 
2-2, Bennett 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—Miami 53  (Whiteside 20), Min-
nesota 36 (Dieng 9). Assists—Miami 18 
(Napier 7),  Minnesota 27 (M.Williams 
10). Total Fouls—Miami 23, Minnesota 24.  
Technicals—Cole. A—11,517 (19,356).  

Rockets 101, Bulls 90
CHICAGO — Butler 9-18 6-8 27, Gasol 

5-10 6-7 16, Noah 0-8 1-1 1,  Rose 9-22 3-
4 23, Hinrich 1-6 0-0 3, Gibson 4-9 4-6 12,  
Mirotic 1-8 0-0 3, Brooks 2-7 0-0 5, Moore 
0-1 0-0 0. Totals 31-89 20-26 90.

HOUSTON — Ariza 7-10 3-3 20, Mo-
tiejunas 7-15 1-2 15, Dorsey 2-6 0-0 4,  
Beverley 4-10 0-0 8, Harden 9-20 6-6 27, 
Smith 3-11 2-5 9,  Brewer 2-11 5-5 9, Terry 
2-4 0-0 5, Jones 2-5 0-2 4. Totals 38-92 17-
23 101.

Chicago 27 21 22 20— 90
Houston 27 30 18 26—101
Three-Point Goals—Chicago 8-25 

(Butler 3-5, Rose 2-9, Mirotic 1-2,  Brooks 
1-3, Hinrich 1-5, Noah 0-1), Houston 8-
27 (Ariza 3-5, Harden 3-5,  Terry 1-3, 
Smith 1-4, Beverley 0-2, Motiejunas 0-
3, Brewer 0-5). Fouled  Out—None. Re-
bounds—Chicago 71 (Noah 19), Hous-
ton 53 (Smith 13).  Assists—Chicago 16 
(Hinrich 4), Houston 18 (Harden, Smith 
4). Total  Fouls—Chicago 17, Houston 19. 
A—18,325 (18,023). 

Thunder 102, Pelicans 91
OKLAHOMA CITY — Waiters 6-14 0-

2 12, Ibaka 6-9 0-0 13, Adams 4-7 0-0 8,  
Westbrook 18-31 7-9 45, Roberson 0-0 0-
0 0, Morrow 6-11 0-0 14,  Perkins 3-6 0-0 
6, Jackson 2-7 0-0 4, Collison 0-0 0-0 0,  
Smith 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 45-85 7-11 102.

NEW ORLEANS — Cunningham 3-5 0-0 
6, Davis 9-21 5-6 23, Asik 1-3 3-5 5,  Evans 
5-20 0-0 11, Gordon 3-12 0-0 7, Pondexter 
4-8 0-0 10,  Fredette 2-6 0-0 4, Anderson 
7-17 2-2 19, Ajinca 3-3 0-0 6. Totals 37-95 
10-13 91.

Oklahoma City 31 20 26 25—102
New Orleans 29 28 19 15— 91
Three-Point Goals—Oklahoma City 5-

15 (Morrow 2-4, Westbrook 2-6, Ibaka  1-
2, Jackson 0-1, Waiters 0-2), New Orleans 
7-25 (Anderson 3-8,  Pondexter 2-5, Evans 
1-5, Gordon 1-5, Fredette 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None.  Rebounds—Oklahoma City 
52 (Adams 9), New Orleans 53 (Davis 8).  
Assists—Oklahoma City 21 (Westbrook 
6), New Orleans 23 (Evans, Gordon  7). 
Total Fouls—Oklahoma City 20, New Or-
leans 14. A—17,156 (16,867).  

Hawks 105, Wizards 96
WASHINGTON — Pierce 1-5 2-2 4, Nene 

7-12 3-5 17, Gortat 4-5 6-6 14,  Wall 9-15 
3-4 24, Beal 8-19 7-10 23, Humphries 0-4 
0-0 0,  Temple 2-6 2-2 6, Porter 1-7 1-1 3, 
Seraphin 1-3 0-0 2,  Webster 1-1 0-0 3, But-
ler 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 34-77 24-30 96.

ATLANTA — Carroll 4-10 3-4 14, Millsap 
4-7 1-2 11, Horford 10-24 1-1 21,  Teague 9-
13 6-8 26, Korver 1-7 3-3 6, Antic 3-5 2-4 9, 
Bazemore 1-2 0-2 3, Schroder 4-8 2-3 10, 
Scott 2-4 0-0 5,  Jenkins 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
38-80 18-27 105.

Washington 18 28 28 22— 96
Atlanta 29 30 18 28—105
Three-Point Goals—Washington 4-16 

(Wall 3-5, Webster 1-1, Porter 0-2,  Pierce
0-2, Temple 0-2, Beal 0-4), Atlanta 11-25 
(Carroll 3-7, Millsap  2-3, Teague 2-4, Ba-
zemore 1-1, Antic 1-2, Scott 1-2, Korver 
1-6). Fouled  Out—Gortat. Rebounds—
Washington 46 (Gortat 9), Atlanta 54
(Horford 13).  Assists—Washington 19 
(Wall 9), Atlanta 24 (Teague 8). Total 
Fouls—Washington 24, Atlanta 22. Tech-
nicals—Washington Coach Wittman, 
Washington defensive three second.
A—18,047 (18,729).  

Celtics 104, Nuggets 100
DENVER — Chandler 2-8 4-4 8, Faried

6-8 5-5 17, Nurkic 4-7 6-6 14,  Lawson 9-15 
4-4 23, Afflalo 6-17 3-4 18, Hickson 1-4 1-2 
3,  Arthur 1-7 0-0 2, Gallinari 1-9 5-6 7, Har-
ris 0-0 0-0 0,  Green 1-3 0-0 2, Gee 2-2 2-2 6. 
Totals 33-80 30-33 100.

BOSTON — Turner 3-11 0-0 7, Bass 4-13
1-1 9, Zeller 6-12 2-3 14,  Smart 2-6 0-2 4, 
Bradley 7-15 2-2 17, Crowder 5-12 2-2 14, 
Thornton 5-9 3-3 17, Young 3-9 0-0 8, Sull-
inger 5-12 2-4 14,  Pressey 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
40-99 12-17 104.

Denver 29 22 27 22—100
Boston 26 35 22 21—104
Three-Point Goals—Denver 4-24 (Af-

flalo 3-9, Lawson 1-3, Arthur 0-2,  Gal-
linari 0-5, Chandler 0-5), Boston 12-28
(Thornton 4-5, Sullinger 2-3,  Crowder 2-6, 
Young 2-6, Bradley 1-2, Turner 1-4, Smart
0-2). Fouled  Out—None. Rebounds—Den-
ver 56 (Faried 11), Boston 58 (Smart 10). 
Assists—Denver 18 (Lawson 8), Boston 27 
(Turner, Smart 8). Total  Fouls—Denver 
19, Boston 21. Technicals—Denver Coach
Shaw. A—15,126  (18,624).  

Nets 109, Raptors 93
BROOKLYN — Jo.Johnson 4-8 3-4 12, 

Garnett 3-6 1-1 7, Plumlee 2-5 2-2 6,  Jack
9-13 4-5 24, Anderson 7-9 5-5 22, Lopez 4-
14 0-0 8,  D.Williams 4-12 3-4 11, Bogda-
novic 3-5 2-2 11, Jefferson 3-6 0-0 6,  Jor-
dan 0-1 0-0 0, Brown 0-1 0-0 0, Morris 1-1 
0-0 2. Totals 40-81 20-23 109.

TORONTO — DeRozan 5-13 3-3 13, 
A.Johnson 4-4 0-0 9, Valanciunas 3-5 3-5 
9,  Lowry 5-13 2-4 13, Vasquez 2-5 0-0 5, 
Ross 9-16 0-0 23,  L.Williams 1-11 1-2 4, 
Patterson 5-10 0-0 11, Hansbrough 1-2
4-4 6,  Fields 0-0 0-0 0, Stiemsma 0-0 0-0 
0, Caboclo 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 35-79 13-18 
93.

Brooklyn 22 27 27 33—109
Toronto 28 23 21 21— 93
Three-Point Goals—Brooklyn 9-19 

(Bogdanovic 3-4, Anderson 3-5, Jack 2-4, 
Jo.Johnson 1-3, Brown 0-1, D.Williams 0-
2), Toronto 10-33 (Ross 5-11,  A.Johnson 
1-1, Vasquez 1-2, Lowry 1-3, Patterson
1-5, L.Williams 1-9,  DeRozan 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Brooklyn 50 
(Plumlee 7), Toronto  43 (Valanciunas 10).
Assists—Brooklyn 24 (Jo.Johnson 7), To-
ronto 22  (Lowry 10). Total Fouls—Brook-
lyn 17, Toronto 16. Technicals—Toronto 
Coach Casey, DeRozan. Flagrant Fouls—
DeRozan. Ejected— DeRozan. A—19,800 
(19,800).  

Pacers 114, Pistons 109
DETROIT — Singler 3-9 0-0 8, Monroe

7-15 2-4 16, Drummond 9-15 0-0 18,  Au-
gustin 4-14 3-3 12, Caldwell-Pope 1-1 0-0 
3, Meeks 5-12 1-1 13,  Butler 4-7 2-3 13, 
Lucas III 4-6 0-0 10, Tolliver 4-5 3-4 12,  An-
thony 2-2 0-0 4, Martin 0-1 0-0 0. Totals
43-87 11-15 109.

INDIANA — Miles 4-7 3-4 15, West 7-10
0-0 14, Hibbert 8-11 0-0 16,  G.Hill 8-12 3-8
20, Stuckey 4-6 0-0 8, S.Hill 2-5 0-0 5,  Wat-
son 5-8 0-0 14, Mahinmi 0-1 1-2 1, Rudez
2-6 0-0 6, Scola 4-8 1-2 9,  Whittington 2-3 
2-2 6. Totals 46-77 10-18 114.

Detroit 26 23 27 33—109
Indiana 29 19 33 33—114
Three-Point Goals—Detroit 12-24 (But-

ler 3-4, Lucas III 2-3, Singler 2-4,  Meeks 
2-7, Caldwell-Pope 1-1, Tolliver 1-2, Au-
gustin 1-3), Indiana 12-21  (Watson 4-6, 
Miles 4-6, Rudez 2-4, G.Hill 1-2, S.Hill 1-3). 
Fouled  Out—None. Rebounds—Detroit 
41 (Drummond 16), Indiana 46 (Hib-
bert 12).  Assists—Detroit 23 (Lucas III, 
Augustin 6), Indiana 28 (G.Hill 6). Total 
Fouls—Detroit 18, Indiana 15. A—15,892 
(18,165).  

Calendar
Feb. 13-15 — All-Star weekend, New 

York.
Feb. 19 — Trade deadline (3 p.m. EST).
April 15 — Last day of regular season.
April 18 — Playoffs begin.

NBA
Scoreboard

Golden State All-Star scores 51

Curry, Warriors 
rally past Mavs

MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ/AP

Golden State guard Stephen Curry scrambles for a loose ball with 
Dallas’ Al-Farouq Aminu on Wednesday in Oakland, Calif. Curry 
scored 51 as the Warriors rallied to defeat the Mavericks 128-114.

 BY ANTONIO GONZALEZ

The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — In the 
midst of his highest-scoring per-
formance ever at home, Stephen 
Curry figured he’d call a play for 
someone else. Instead, teammate 
Draymond Green looked at him 
and shouted, “Get 
50.”

No problem.
Curry raced down 

court and made his 
10th three-pointer 
to finish with a sea-
son-high 51 points, 
capping an electri-
fying effort that ral-
lied the Golden State 
Warriors from an 
early 22-point deficit 
to down the Dallas 
Mavericks 128-114 on 
Wednesday night.

“Sometimes Steph 
plays his best when 
we’re down big and 
he just senses that he 
has to put the Super-
man cape on,” War-
riors coach Steve 
Kerr said. “And he’s 
so good at it. He loves 
the freedom of being down and 
saying, ‘All right. I’m going to let 
it fly and bring us back.’  ”

Curry connected on 10 of 16 
shots from beyond the arc and 16 
of 26 overall. The All-Star point 
guard  put on a dazzling drib-
bling display to match his streaky 
shooting stroke, scoring 26 points 
in the third quarter alone to help 
the NBA-leading Warriors (39-8) 
complete their biggest comeback 
of the season . 

Chandler Parsons scored 24 
points, and Tyson Chandler had 
21 points and 17 rebounds in a 
disappointing defeat for Dallas, 
which played without injured 
guard Rajon Rondo again. The 
Mavericks led 40-18 in the first 
quarter before Curry carried 
Golden State back.

“He had one of 
those extra-special 
nights. I’ve never 
seen anybody in this 
league hit shots like 
that from that dis-
tance,” Mavs coach 
Rick Carlisle said.

Curry had 41 points 
a nd nine three-point-
ers to give Golden 
State a 101-98 lead 
through three quar-
ters. The Warriors 
stretched that mar-
gin to 112-101 early 
in the fourth with 
Curry on the bench, 
then called him back 
when the Mavericks 
moved within seven.

The quick-footed 
guard guided the 
Warriors in the right 
direction, putting the 

game out of reach when he chased 
down an errant pass by Devin 
Harris and drew a foul on Dirk 
Nowitzki while going for a layup. 
Curry made both free throws, 
then hit another pair the next 
time down to put Golden State up 
124-113 with 1:35 remaining.

Curry cemented another ca-
reer night with the step-back 
three-pointer, setting off chants 
of “M-V-P! M-V-P!” throughout 
the building. 

‘ He had 
one of those 
extra-special 
nights. I’ve 
never seen 
anybody in 
this league 
hit shots like 
that from that 
distance. ’

Rick Carlisle
Mavericks coach on 
Warriors point guard 

Stephen Curry
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Hawks bounce back from loss, top Wizards

JOHN BAZEMORE/AP

Hawks guard Kyle Korver, right, steals the ball from Wizards forward Kris Humphries during the second half of Wednesday’s 105-96 win 
over Washington in Atlanta. 

GERALD HERBERT/AP

Oklahoma City guard Russell Westbrook (0) drives to the basket 
between Pelicans guard Quincy Pondexter, left, and forward Ryan 
Anderson in New Orleans on Wednesday. Westbrook matched his 
career-high with 45 as the Thunder won 102-91.

The Associated Press

 NEW ORLEANS — Russell 
Westbrook tied his career high 
with 45 points and Oklahoma City 
overcame Kevin Durant’s absence 
to beat New Orleans 102-91.

Westbrook had 25 first-half 
points, including a career best for 
a quarter with 19 in the first.

Durant sat out for the fourth 
time in five games because if a 
left big toe injury.

Anthony Davis led New Or-
leans with 23 points and eight 
rebounds.

The teams will meet again Fri-
day night in Oklahoma City.

Timberwolves 102, Heat 101: 
Kevin Martin scored 30 points 
and Minnesota overcame another 
monster game from Hassan Wh-
iteside to beat visiting Miami.

Thaddeus Young had 16 points 
and five steals, Ricky Rubio 
added eight points and nine as-
sists in his first home game since 
Nov. 1, and the Timberwolves 
erased a 10-point deficit in the 
fourth quarter. 

Bucks 113, Lakers 105 (OT): 
Giannis Antetokounmpo scored a 
career-high 25 points, Brandon 
Knight had 24 and host Milwau-
kee outlasted Los Angeles for its 
fifth consecutive victory.

Knight, who returned to the 
lineup after missing Monday’s 
game in Toronto with a quadri-
ceps injury, scored 12 points in 
overtime. Khris Middleton and 
O.J. Mayo added 21 points apiece 
for Milwaukee. 

Nets 109, Raptors 93: Jar-
rett Jack scored 24 points, Alan 
Anderson had 22 and visiting 
Brooklyn handed Toronto its first 
loss in 10 games against Atlantic 
Division opponents this season. 

Pacers 114, Pistons 109: 
George Hill had 20 points and six 
assists in his return to Indiana’s 
starting lineup, helping the host 
Pacers beat Detroit.   

Rockets 101, Bulls 90: James 
Harden had 27 points in Houston’s 
victory over visiting Chicago.

Harden scored 15 points in the 
second quarter to help the Rock-
ets build a lead that the Bulls were 

unable to overcome. The Rockets
have won five of six. 

Spurs 110, Magic 103: Tim
Duncan had 26 points and 10 re-
bounds and host San Antonio sent
Orlando to its 10th straight loss.

Kawhi Leonard scored 18
points and Tony Parker had 15 to
help the Spurs beat Orlando for
the seventh time in a row. 

Grizzlies 100, Jazz 90: Zach
Randolph had 18 points and 11 
rebounds to lead Memphis past
host Utah for the Grizzlies’ eighth 
straight victory.

Marc Gasol had 23 points, and
Mike Conley added 17. 

Celtics 104, Nuggets 100:
Benched at the start for showing
up late to the shootaround, Jared 
Sullinger made two free throws
with 22.8 seconds left to break a 
tie in Boston’s victory over visit-
ing Denver.

Coach Brad Stevens kept Sull-
inger out of the lineup for the
second straight home game after
the forward was late for the after-
noon shootaround. On Sunday, he
was late for a walkthrough. 

 BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The Atlanta 
Hawks didn’t want their long 
winning streak to suddenly turn 
into a losing streak.

Jeff Teague made sure they got 
back on track.

Teague held his own in an 
electrifying duel with John Wall, 
scoring 26 points and dishing 
out eight assists as the Hawks 
bounced back from their first loss 
in more than a month with a 105-
96 victory over the Washington 
Wizards on Wednesday night. 

Atlanta (41-9) was coming off a 
115-100 loss at New Orleans that 
snapped their franchise-record, 
19-game winning streak.  

“It’s big to get a win, get back 
on the winning track,” Teague 
said. “We had a tough loss in New 
Orleans.” 

Wall matched Teague nearly 
basket for basket, scoring 24 
points and handing out nine as-
sists , but it wasn’t enough to keep 
Washington from its season-high 
fourth consecutive loss. 

The Hawks had plenty of play-
ers chipping in, with DeMarre 
Carroll scoring 14, Paul Millsap 
11 and Dennis Schroder 10 off the 
bench. That was only appropriate 
on an evening when the NBA an-
nounced a first: all five Atlanta 
starters (Teague, Horford, Mill-
sap, Carroll and Kyle Korver) 
were named players of the month 
for January after teaming up to 
lead the Hawks to a 17-0 record.   

Roundup

Westbrook scores 45 to lead 
Thunder past New Orleans

NBA
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The biggest break for Woods during his second 
round at the TPC Scottsdale was on the 17th hole, 
when Woods and Jordan Spieth drove it just short of 
the green. The hole was back and to the right, requir-
ing a pitch that had to be struck close to perfect.

Woods had no chance. His golf ball was partially 
sunken in a divot, a shot so impossible that he stood 
over it for nearly a minute with his hands on his hips 
instead of around a club, probably because he had 
no idea what club could get him out of this trouble. 
He opted for a 4-iron, which didn’t have enough pace 
and fell off the side of the green.

Why was that a break?
Because if he had a clean lie, Spieth would have 

exposed him even more. Spieth has one of the best 
short games on tour.

Woods does not.
And the rest of his game is not much better. The 

talk at Isleworth two months ago, when Woods re-
turned from a four-month break to let his back heal 
fully from surgery and to regain strength, was that 
there was more freedom in his swing. In Phoenix, 
he was back to rehearsing his shot, over and over, 
before every swing.

Is this a low point? Woods can only hope so, but 
the rehearsals would indicate he has a lot of work 
and a long road ahead of him. But what Harrington 
said touches on a sad truth about a guy who domi-
nated the sport unlike any other.

For so many years, Woods was associated with 
words like mystique, intimidation and ruthlessness.

Now he evokes sympathy.
No player wants to see Woods like this, and the 

odds would be greater than 50-to-1 they’ll ever get 
the old Woods back.

“I want to see him back on top of his game again,” 
Pat Perez said. “He is golf. I don’t care where he is. 
If he finishes last or first or whatever, he is the game 
of golf. And until he leaves, he will be that guy. Ev-
erybody is always going to question him and go after 
him. I don’t watch the Golf Channel, but I’m sure 
they have all the answers for him. I hope he turns 
it around.”

Rory McIlroy got grief last year for saying that 

Woods was on the back nine of his career. Now you
might as well try to guess which hole he is on.

That’s the mood on the PGA Tour. It’s sad to 
watch.

The two nastiest words in golf are “choke” and
“yips,” and the latter is coming up quite frequently
in any conversation about Woods. How else to ex-
plain a guy who hits one chip 3 feet and the next one 
30 yards?

Justin Thomas, a 21-year-old rookie, grew up 
watching and idolizing Woods. Just like any other
kid, he dreamed about winning a major, and it was
usually going head-to-head with Woods on the back
nine Sunday.

Thomas has played in three tournaments with
Woods, and Woods has missed the cut in two of
them. The other was at Torrey Pines, where Woods 
missed the 54-hole cut. When he shot his 82 last Fri-
day, Thomas said it was “disheartening to see.”

After the first round of the Phoenix Open, some-
one pointed out to Spieth than in the six times they
had been paired together, Spieth already was 23
shots ahead. “I don’t think I’ve caught him on a good
day,” he said politely.

These kids don’t know the Tiger Woods that Perez
and Harrington grew up with. They might never.

“They didn’t have to compete against him week
in and week out, when you knew you couldn’t beat 
him,” Perez said. “There was nothing you could do
about it. But it’s just ... it’s just different now.”

Along with the analysis — is it in his head or does 
he have the yips or is it both? — are the predictions.

The end of Tiger Woods.
To see how lost he looked in Phoenix, and real-

izing that he is 39 with five surgeries behind him, 
make clear that it will take an extraordinary effort 
for Woods to get back to the top of his game.

Then again, he was nothing short of extraordi-
nary leading up to this point.

It’s easy to forget he won five times and was PGA
Tour player of the year just two years ago. That’s
what Thomas is banking on.

“It (stinks),” he said of how Woods is playing.
“But he’ll get it back. He wasn’t the best player by 
coincidence.” 

Woods: Can Tiger ever recover?

LENNY IGNELZI/AP

Tiger Woods reacts after hitting an errant drive off the second tee during the pro-am at the Farmers 
Insurance Open at Torrey Pines on Wednesday in San Diego. Woods will enter this weekend’s PGA 
tournament as a 50-to-1 underdog, despite playing on a Torrey Pines course he has dominated like no 
other, winning eight times there over the course of his 19-year professional career.

SPORTS BRIEFS/GOLF

Familiar names atop 
recruiting rankings

Briefl y

The Associated Press

On a day when the new faces of 
college football made their school 
choices official, some familiar 
names finished atop the team re-
cruiting standings. 

But which school fared the 
best? It depends on which recruit-
ing service you follow. Southern 
California topped the Rivals and 
Scout team recruiting rankings, 
while Alabama led the ESPN and 
247Sports standings. USC’s rise is 
noteworthy because this marked 
the first year it could sign a full 
class since coming off probation. 

“It’s a Pete Carroll type of 
class,” said Mike Farrell, the na-
tional recruiting director for Ri-
vals. “Now they’ve just got to put 
it together on the field.” 

It came as no surprise that 
these two schools led the way, as 
evidenced by Rivals’ annual rank-
ings. Alabama topped the Rivals 
rankings from 2008-09 and from 
2011-14, while Southern Califor-
nia finished first from 2004-06 
and in 2010. 

USC wasn’t the only Los Ange-
les-area school with reason to cel-
ebrate. UCLA soared up the team 
standings Wednesday by getting 
late commitments from some top 
prospects, including tight end 
Chris Clark, running back Soso 
Jamabo, offensive lineman Josh 
Wariboko, safety Nathan Meadors 
and wide receiver Cordell Broad-
us (the son of rapper Snoop Dogg). 
In the process, UCLA showed its 
ability to recruit nationally. Clark 
is from Connecticut, Wariboko 
from Oklahoma and Jamabo from 
Texas. “They had some guys that 
a lot of people predicted might 
stay closer to home,” Farrell said.

In nationally televised an-
nouncements Wednesday morn-
ing, defensive end Byron Cowart 
selected Auburn and linebacker 
Roquan Smith declared he was 
going to UCLA. But that didn’t 
stop the drama surrounding the 
recruitments of these two her-
alded prospects. Auburn wasn’t 
sure it had Cowart — rated by Ri-
vals as the nation’s No. 1 recruit 
— until his letter of intent arrived 
nearly seven hours after his an-
nouncement. UCLA still hadn’t 
received Smith’s paperwork by 
6 p.m. Wednesday, which at least 
raised the possibility the Georgia 
prospect might be reconsidering.

Buried below most Power 5 
programs in the team recruiting 
standings for the last few weeks, 
Florida closed with a flourish 
under new coach Jim McElwain. 
The Gators’ flurry of late com-
mitments was headlined by con-
sensus five-star offensive tackle 
Martez Ivey and defensive end 
CeCe Jefferson. Ivey is rated as 
the nation’s No. 2 overall prospect 
in the 247Sports Composite, which 
takes into account all the major 
recruiting services. Florida’s late 
surge helped the Gators rise to a 
Top 25 team ranking in most ser-
vices. It still isn’t a great class by 
Florida’s lofty standards, but it’s a 
whole lot better than what some 
Gator fans had feared.

  Packers lineman Guion 
arrested in Florida

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Authori-
ties said Wednesday that Green 
Bay Packers defensive tackle Le-
troy Guion had been arrested in 
Florida on felony charges of drug 
and firearm possession after a 
traffic stop turned up three-quar-
ters of a pound of marijuana, a 
9mm handgun and a bag contain-
ing more than $190,000 in cash.

Guion, 27, was arrested on 
Tuesday night during a traffic 
stop in his hometown of Starke, 
Florida. Police said that the line-
man “became extremely unco-
operative and hostile” during the 
stop and wound up being hand-
cuffed to protect the officers.

Guion was released from Brad-
ford County jail on Wednesday on 
$100,000 bail.

In other NFL news:
� Seattle Seahawks strong 

safety Kam Chancellor played in 
the Super Bowl with a torn medial 
collateral ligament in his left knee, 
according to the team’s website.

In a story on Seahawks.com 
posted Wednesday, Chancel-
lor said two days before the loss 
to New England he was told he 
wasn’t going to play. Chancellor 
collided knees with a teammate 
in practice the Friday before the 
game and suffered a deep bone 
bruise. During the examina-
tion, the torn MCL was revealed, 
Chancellor said in the story.
 � Dallas running back Joseph 

Randle has been arrested for 
the second time in less than four 
months, this time on suspicion of 
marijuana possession after a do-
mestic violence call to police in 
his hometown in Kansas.

Wichita police spokesman Lt. 
James Espinoza said Randle was 
arrested early Tuesday after the 
22-year-old mother of Randle’s 
child called 911 to report she 
fought with him in a hotel room. 
Espinoza said the woman showed 
no signs of injury. She was there so 
Randle could see his child.

The 23-year-old Randle was 
arrested after a small amount of 
marijuana was found, and he was 
ordered to appear in court in three 
weeks on the possession charge. 
He wasn’t taken into custody.  

Rockets’ Howard has 
bone marrow injection

HOUSTON — Rockets star 
Dwight Howard is out indefinite-
ly after receiving an injection in 
his right knee.

The team said Wednesday that 
Howard had a bone marrow as-
pirate injection and would begin 
rehabilitation immediately. The 
team said he will be re-evaluated 
in approximately four weeks, but 
did not offer a time for him to re-
turn to playing.

Howard last played on Jan. 23, 
when he left a game at Phoenix 
against the Suns with a sprained 
right ankle. He later reported 
swelling in his right knee.  
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

BY JOEDY MCCREARY

The Associated Press

DURHAM, N.C. — Mike Krzyzewski 
tore off his jacket, he slapped the floor, 
he gestured toward the crowd — any-
thing to spark his emotionally spent Duke 
players.

And then his lone scholarship senior 
got rolling and saved the fourth-ranked 
Blue Devils.

Quinn Cook scored all 17 of his points 
in the second half, and Duke beat Georgia 
Tech 72-66 on Wednesday night to give 
Krzyzewski his Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence-record 423rd league victory.

Justise Winslow added 15 points and 
fellow freshman Jahlil Okafor had 14 for 
the Blue Devils (19-3, 6-3), who played for 
the first time since their win over previ-
ously unbeaten Virginia.

“That’s a huge win, and now you’ve got 
to do it again,” Krzyzewski said. “I didn’t 
think we were emotionally at the level we 
needed to be, no matter what we did. Not 
that our kids weren’t ready to play, but we 
could not get that level of emotion.”

In the second half, Duke never trailed 
but also never led by more than seven 
points before finding a way to give their 
Hall of Fame coach a second milestone in 
11 days.

Krzyzewski, who earned his 1,000th 
career victory Jan. 25 at St. John’s, sur-
passed former North Carolina coach 
Dean Smith as the winningest in ACC 
play. He improved to 423-169 in his 35th 
year in the league.

Chris Bolden scored 16 points and Mar-
cus Georges-Hunt had 14 for the Yellow 
Jackets (10-12, 1-9). Eight of their ACC 
losses have come by single digits.

“We’ve played pretty darned good,” 
coach Brian Gregory said. “We probably 
deserve a few more wins, and we haven’t 
gotten them. That’s what this league is all 
about right now.”

   No. 7 Villanova 70, Marquette 52:  
Ryan Arcidiacono scored 18 points, lead-
ing the host Wildcats to the victory.

Darrun Hilliard had 12 points and Josh 
Hart scored 11 in the latest romp for Vil-
lanova (20-2, 7-2 Big East). The Wildcats 
shook off a slow start while sending the 
Golden Eagles (10-12, 2-8) to their sixth 
straight loss.

Marquette’s Matt Carlino scored nine 
points and sat out a few minutes after a 
hard fall on his head in the second half.

No. 10 Notre Dame 71, Boston Col-
lege 63: Jerian Grant and Steve Vasturia 
cored 17 points apiece, and the host Fight-
ing Irish held on for the win.

Zach Auguste added 16 points for Notre 
Dame (21-3, 9-2 Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence), which bounced back from a disap-
pointing loss to Pittsburgh on Saturday. 
Pat Connaughton finished with 11.

 No. 16 Wichita State 62, Bradley 59:  
Fred VanVleet made two free throws 
with 4.6 seconds left, helping the visiting 
Shockers to the narrow win.

Wichita State went without a field goal 
for the final 12 ½ minutes in its first game 
since Saturday’s 70-54 loss at Northern 
Iowa. After VanVleet’s clutch foul shots, 
Evan Wessel stole Bradley’s ensuing in-
bounds pass.

 No. 17 Maryland 64, Penn State 58:  
Dez Wells had 23 points for the host Ter-
rapins, and Jon Graham scored 12 of his 
career-high 16 after halftime.

Maryland (19-4, 7-3 Big Ten) was tied 
with 4:59 left and barely got past a 12th-
place team seeking its first league win on 
the road.

 No. 18 VCU 72, George Mason 60: 
Melvin Johnson scored 17 points, and the 
visiting Rams won for the 11th time in 
their last 12 games.

JeQuan Lewis, starting in place of in-
jured point guard Briante Weber, had 13 
points for VCU (18-4, 8-1 Atlantic 10).

 No. 19 Baylor 77, Tcu 57: Kenny 
Chery had 13 points, starting the game 
with a three-pointer and a three-point 
play to put the host Bears ahead to stay.

Baylor (17-5, 5-4 Big 12), which had 
five players score in double figures, led 
throughout after scoring the game’s first 
eight points.

 Purdue 60, No. 20 Ohio State 58:  
Rapheal Davis scored 20 points and the 
host Boilermakers staved off a late rally.

Surging Purdue (15-8, 7-3 Big Ten) has 
won four straight overall and three in a 
row over ranked teams — the first time 
it’s done that as an unranked team since 
early 1979.

The Buckeyes (17-6, 6-4) were led by 
D’Angelo Russell’s 20 points, but his 40-
foot desperation heave at the buzzer came 
up way short.

 Providence 74, No. 24 Georgetown 
71: Ben Bentil had 16 points and 11 re-
bounds, and the visiting Friars rallied to 
get the win.

LaDontae Henton also scored 16 points 
and Carson Desrosiers had 14 for Provi-
dence (17-6, 7-3 Big East), which also beat 
the Hoyas 60-57 on Jan. 10.

 Trailing by one after two Desrosier free 
throws, Georgetown (15-7, 7-4) turned the 
ball over while inbounding under the Fri-
ars’ basket with 11 seconds left.

 Oklahoma State 65, No. 25 Texas 63: 
Phil Forte made two free throws with 2.1 
seconds left in overtime, sending the host 

Longhorns to their fourth loss in a row.
Le’Bryan Nash scored 17 points for the 

Cowboys (15-7, 5-5 Big 12), who led most 
of the game, only to see host Texas rally 
in the final minute of regulation to tie.

Isaiah Taylor scored 18 points for Texas 
(14-8, 3-6). He had the final six points in 
regulation.

Lehigh 103, Army 74: Miles Simelton 
scored a career-high 18 points with three 
three-pointers and Tim Kempton added 
17 as the host Mountain Hawks hit nearly 
56 percent from the field and clobbered 
the Black Knights.

The winning score was Lehigh’s 
highest in a regulation win since 1994. 
Three other players hit double figures 
for the Mountain Hawks (12-10, 6-5 Pa-
triot League) with Austin Price and Jesse 
Chuku scoring 14 each and Corey Schae-
fer adding 10.

 Tanner Plomb led Army (14-8, 5-6) with 
22 points including six three-pointers. 

Boston University 63, Navy 59: Eric 
Fanning spotted up on the right wing for 
his only three-point attempt of the game 
with six seconds left and drained it, then 
blocked a final shot to finish with 20 
points as the host Terriers defeated the 
Midshipmen.

The sophomore Fanning sent Navy’s 
Will Kelly sprawling on his game-win-
ning shot, scoring 20 or better for the 
third straight game as Boston University 
(9-13, 5-6 Patriot League) ended a three-
game skid.

Navy (8-15, 4-7) had battled back from 
10 points down and led 59-58 with just 
over a minute left .

Air Force 53, New Mexico 49:   Marek 
Olesinski scored 18 points to lead the host 
Falcons over the Lobos.

Hayden Graham had nine points and 
six rebounds for Air Force (10-12, 3-8 
Mountain West).

Air Force led 28-26 at halftime, but 
New Mexico took a lead with 16:36 left in 
the game and held it until the 3-minute 
mark.

Syracuse
imposes
tourney ban

TED RICHARDSON/AP

Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski urges his team on against Georgia Tech in Durham, 
N.C., on Wednesday. Duke won 72-66, giving Krzyzewski his record 423rd victory 
in the ACC. He passed former North Carolina coach Dean Smith with the win.

BY JOHN KEKIS

The Associated Press

Syracuse University announced Wednesday
that it has instituted a self-imposed postseason
ban for the current men’s basketball season
as part of its case pending before the NCAA
Committee on Infractions.

The school initiated the case, which includes 
academics, when it self-reported potential 
athletic department violations to the NCAA in 
2007. School officials said Wednesday none of
the conduct occurred after 2012 and no cur-
rent student-athlete is involved.

The ban also includes the ACC tournament. 
After Syracuse’s announcement, the confer-
ence released an updated bracket for a tourna-
ment shortened by one game.

Coach Jim Boeheim says he’s disappointed,
especially for senior Rakeem Christmas, but
supports the decision.

“I believe the university is doing the right
thing by acknowledging that past mistakes oc-
curred,” Boeheim said in a statement.

In 2012, Syracuse declared former center
Fab Melo ineligible for the NCAA tournament
days before it started. Melo also missed three 
Big East games during the season because of
an academic issue. Early in the 2012-13 sea-
son, former forward James Southerland sat
out six games for an academic issue but helped
lead the Orange to the Final Four.

In March 2012, school officials said the uni-
versity had self-reported possible violations of 
its internal drug policy by former members of 
the team and that the NCAA was investigat-
ing. None of the members of that team were 
involved.

The school also acknowledged the NCAA
had inquired into old allegations that play-
ers were allowed to practice and play despite 
being in violation of the school’s drug policy.

“We are fully supportive of Syracuse and its
decision to self-impose sanctions by removing 
themselves from any men’s basketball post-
season opportunities,” ACC Commissioner
John Swofford said.

The probe also involves issues with football.
Syracuse completed a two-day hearing before 
the Committee on Infractions in October, and
among those who attended were Boeheim and
football coach Scott Shafer.

“While this is a tough decision for the univer-
sity and its students, faculty, staff and fans, it
helps to close this particular chapter and allows
us to focus on the future,” said newly appointed 
faculty athletics representative Rick Burton.

Plagued by injuries, Syracuse has struggled
to a 15-7 mark this season and was a longshot
to make the NCAA tournament or NIT. Still,
the announcement was difficult for the players
to accept.

“We are all tremendously disappointed that 
we are going to miss out on playing in the
postseason based on issues that do not involve
us,” Christmas, Trevor Cooney and Michael 
Gbinije said in a joint statement.

While the Orange have only eight scholar-
ship players currently available to play due to 
injuries, Boeheim has the top recruiting class 
in his 39 years as head coach inked for next
year and big things are expected as he nears
1,000 career victories. If the NCAA agrees a 
one-year postseason ban is sufficient, the new
recruits won’t be affected.

Coach K 
sets ACC 
wins mark

Roundup
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Tiger Woods grimaces during 
the Phoenix Open last Friday in 
Scottsdale, Ariz. Woods posted 
an 82 — the worst score of his 
professional career — while 
missing the cut by 12 strokes, 
prompting some of the same 
golfers he once dominated to 
express sympathy for his current 
struggles.

 RICK SCUTERI/AP

 BY DOUG FERGUSON

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO

No one can recall these 
kinds of odds for Tiger 
Woods at any tourna-
ment, certainly not one 

at Torrey Pines. He is listed at 
50-to-1, which prompted a ques-
tion that was even more shocking 
than the odds.

Was that to win? Or to make the 

cut?
Perhaps even more telling was 

an observation from Padraig 
Harrington.

“Did you ever think you would 

hear a professional golfer genu-
inely and sincerely say, ‘I hope 
Tiger Woods plays better,’ ” Har-
rington said over the weekend.

No one ever imagined him 

playing worse.
Woods didn’t just miss the cut 

in the Phoenix Open last week. 
He missed it by 12 shots. More 
than posting an 82 — the highest 
score of his professional career 
— was how lost he looked , espe-
cially around the greens.

Yes, this was a really bad day 
at the office. But this was Tiger 
Woods, the guy with a short game 
that had no rival.
SEE WOODS ON PAGE 30

Struggling Woods facing longest odds of storied career
Subject of sympathy

‘ Did you ever think you would hear a professional 
golfer genuinely and sincerely say, ‘I hope Tiger 
Woods plays better.’  ’

Padraig Harrington
Three-time major champion

Curry gets hot
Warriors guard scores 51 in 
win over Mavericks  »  Page 28


