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Free to Deployed Areas

Islamic State claims American killed as nation ramps up airstrikes

The Associated Press

BEIRUT — A statement by the
Islamic State group claimed that
an American female hostage was
killed in a Jordanian airstrike on
Friday.

The statement identified the
woman as Kayla Jean Mueller and
said she was killed during Muslim
prayers — which usually take place
around midday on Fridays — in
airstrikes that targeted “the same
location for more than an hour”
The statement said the airstrike
occurred on the outskirts of the

Dx with a

northern Syrian city of Raqga, the
militant group’s main stronghold.

No Islamic State militants were
killed in the airstrikes, the state-
ment further claimed.

It published photos allegedly of
the bombed site, showing a severe-
ly damaged three-story building,
but no images of the woman.

American officials said they
were looking into the report. The
White House said it did not have
immediate comment.

The statement could not be in-
dependently verified. It appeared
on a militant website commonly

one
Lt. Muath al-

chant anti-Isl:

Nasser Nasser/AP

Mueller

used by the
Islamic State
and was also
distributed by
Islamic State-
affiliated

Twitter users.

Mueller,

26, is an aid
worker whose
identity was
never dis-
closed out of

concerns for her safety.
SEE JORDAN ON PAGE 6

flag painted on his face and Arabic that reads “Muath” in honor of slain Jordanian pilot
ic State group slogans during a rally in Amman, Jordan, on Friday.
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Fort Hood
victims to

be awarded
Purple Heart

By PaTrIcK Dickson
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Army an-
nounced Friday that it will award the
Purple Heart and its civilian coun-
terpart, the Secretary of Defense
Medal for the Defense of Freedom,
to victims of a 2009 shooting at Fort
Hood, Texas.

Thirteen people were killed and
more than 30 wounded in the attack
by Maj. Nidal Hasan, who was con-
victed in August 2013, of 13 counts of
premeditated murder and 32 counts
of attempted murder. Hasan is being
held on the military death row at Fort
Leavenworth, Kan., while post-trial
and appellate pro-
cesses continue.

An Army state-
ment said Secretary
of the Army John
McHugh has ap-
proved the awards
following a change
in the medals’ eligi-
bility criteria man-
dated by Congress.

“The Purple
Heart’s strict eli-
gibility criteria
had prevented us
from awarding it to
victims of the hor-
rific attack at Fort
Hood,” McHugh is
quoted as saying.
“Now that Con-
gress has changed
the criteria, we be-
lieve there is suf-
ficient reason to
allow these men -
and women to be
awarded and recognized with either
the Purple Heart or, in the case of
civilians, the Defense of Freedom
medal. It’s an appropriate recogni-
tion of their service and sacrifice.”

Under Section 571 of the National
Defense Authorization Act of 2015,
Congress expanded the eligibility for
the Purple Heart by redefining what
should be considered an attack by a
“foreign terrorist organization” for
purposes of determining eligibility
for the Purple Heart, the Army re-
lease said.

SEE MEDAL ON PAGE 5

Dozens of the Fort
Hood shooting
victims and their
families have been
lobbying for years
for a Purple Heart.
Besides the recog-
nition, the medals
would unlock
much-needed
compensation and
back pay for those
injured in the
attack or for the
widows and family
members of those
who died.
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Afghan airstrikes since
end of combat mission

SKIING

Bode Miller suffers
career-threatening
leg gash in crash
Page 30

Brian Williams apology doesn’t sit well with some servicemembers » page 3




Pace 2

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Saturday, February 7,2015

QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“As far as I'm concerned,
every last one of them
can rot in hell, but as
long as they don’t do

that, then they can rot in

Guantanamo Bay.”

— Sen. Tom Cotton, R-Ark, on

a bill that would effectively ban
most transfers from the prison at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, for two

years, hindering President Barack
Obama’s effort to close it

See story on Page 4
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By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

MUNICH, Germany — Par-
ticipants at a conference here on
global security issues agreed Fri-
day that the Islamic State group
and the conflict in Ukraine are
among the most pressing threats,
but ideas diverged on the best
way forward, especially over pos-
sible lethal aid to Kiev.

“States are breaking up and
conflict is at our borders. This
conference has a dramatic back-
drop,” NATO Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg said at the open-
ing Friday of the annual Mu-
nich Security Conference, which
brings together policy-makers,
business leaders and security
experts. “Does this mean the in-
ternational order is on the brink
of collapse? My answer is no. Not
as long as the guardians of the in-
ternational order remain ready to
act.”

The question, however, is how
to act.

In Ukraine, a key issue that is
up for vigorous debate is wheth-
er the U.S. and its allies should
begin arming Ukrainian forces
with lethal, defensive weapons
in their fight against well-armed,
Russian-backed separatists in the
country’s east. Ashton Carter, the
defense secretary nominee, has
an inclination to sup-
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port such a move, and the matter
is under close review at the White
House. It would mark a sharp
turn for the U.S. and could put it
at odds with its allies that have
staked out an opposite position.
Ursula von der Leyen, Germa-
ny’s defense minister, cautioned
that sending weapons to Ukraine
could only worsen the violence,
which has raged since Russia’s
annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea
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“There are already far too
many weapons in Ukraine and
the region. Are we sure we will
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people in Ukraine if we deliver
the weapons?” she asked. “Are we
sure Ukraine can win against the
military machinery of Russia?”

With sanctions pressuring a
weak Russian economy, the West
has leverage without sending
in arms, von der Leyen argued.
Meanwhile, the emphasis should
be placed on bringing all sides
in the conflict to the negotiating
table, she said.

As she spoke, German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel and French
President Francois Hollande
were in Moscow for talks with
Russian  President  Vladimir
Putin, a day after the two lead-
ers met with Ukrainian President
Petro Poroshenko in a push for a
peaceful solution.

Numerous high-level officials
are expected to participate in
the Munich conference, where
closed-door meetings will touch
on issues such as the crisis in
Syria and Iraq, and several bilat-
eral meetings will be held on the
sidelines. Among those attend-
ing are Merkel, U.S. Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov and Po-
roshenko, who will likely make
his case for getting arms to his
troops.

Gen. Philip Breedlove, U.S.
European Command chief and
NATO’s top military commander,
suggested during a panel discus-
sion Friday that arming Ukrai-
nian forces shouldn’t be rejected
outright.

“As we look at Ukraine, some
say there is not a military solu-
tion,” Breedlove said. “And oth-
ers at the same table would argue
there is a military solution and
Putin is prosecuting that solution
in Ukraine.”

Allies, he said, should keep all
options on the table. And if mea-
sures now being taken aren’t
achieving desired results, then
“conventional means should not
be outwardly discounted,” Breed-
love said.

erseas
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qneshons as he arrives Friday for the annual Munich Secunty

in Munich,

Other discussions centered on
how to contend with Russia’s use
of so-called hybrid warfare tac-
tics, which the West has accused
Russia of deploying in Ukraine.
Hybrid warfare involves a mix of
tactics short of a conventional in-
vasion, such as propaganda cam-
paigns, utilization of proxies and
economic pressures to destabilize
acountry.

While hybrid warfare might
not be new, Breedlove said, Rus-
sia’s ability to “put together all
the elements of national power —
diplomatic pressure, information
campaign, economic coercion —
and then taking the military ele-
ment and shrouding it in the lie,”
poses a unique threat, he said.

“It’s put together in new and
potent ways,” he said. “What we
face is the speed and the power of
the lie.”

Butachieving consensus among
allies in answering such threats
could be complicated, particu-
larly if they disagree on whether
such actions — often murky and

hard to attribute— should require
a collective NATO response.

What NATO needs to do is get
better at recognizing such pat-
terns in the early stages and be
able to attribute them to a specific
actor, “to close the political gap,”
Breedlove said.

Meanwhile, German officials
reiterated a pledge made at last
year’s conference to boost its en-
gagement in dealing with secu-
rity threats on the global stage.
But while von der Leyen said
Germany has lived up to last
year’s pledge, she cautioned that
Berlin also has its own view of
leadership.

“It is leading from the cen-
ter,” she said. “Leading from
the center as we understand it
is to enable others to make vital
contributions.”

“No nation, whatever its size,
even the biggest one, can success-
‘ully resolve conflicts on its own,”
she said.

vandiverjohn@stripes.com
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Apology draws mixed reviews from crew

Some say matter on NBC anchor Williams closed, others say discrepancies about mission remain

By Travis J. TRITTEN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Apologies
by NBC “Nightly News” an-
chor Brian Williams for a false
claim of being on a helicopter
forced down by Iraqi rocket fire
in 2003 satisfied some soldiers
who were there but left a few
insisting that details were still
misrepresented.

Williams admitted on air
Wednesday that he was not
aboard a Chinook struck by hos-
tile fire on a flight from Kuwait
in March 2003, saying instead
he was aboard a “following
aircraft.”

In a Facebook apology to the
soldiers, Williams said, “I was
indeed on the Chinook behind the
bird that took the RPG (rocket-
propelled grenade).” He blamed
the discrepancy on poor memory
almost 12 years after the fact.

Since the 2003 incident, Wil-
liams has said on different oc-
casions that he “came under
fire” and that his helicopter was
forced down due to the attack.

Former and active-duty sol-
diers who were on the same
mission had said the anchor’s
aircraft landed in the Karbala
area because of a blinding sand-
storm, not hostile fire.

Williams’ admission and his
insistence that he had made an
innocent mistake drew sharp
criticism on social media, which
subjected the veteran newsman
to enormous ridicule, including
posts depicting him in other his-
torical events.

Apology accepted

Among those who were part
of the mission, reaction was less
intense.

“I have a feeling that he didn’t
have a choice [but to apologize],”
said David Luke, a former sol-
dier and flight engineer with the
159th Aviation Regiment who
was aboard a helicopter flying
along with the one carrying Wil-
liams and his NBC crew.

Luke said he thought the apol-
ogy came only b soldiers

In this screengrab from an NBC “Nightly News” report broadcast on Jan. 30, news anchor Brian

Williams and retired command Sgt. Maj. Tim Terpack stand and applaud at a Rangers hockey game at

Madison Square Garden in New York City. Williams angered crewmembers last week when he claimed

during NBC’s coverage of a public tribute to Terpak that he had been aboard a Chinook in Iraq when it
was attack

ed. Terpak provided ground security for the parked helicopters.

he did recant and I am satisfied,”
O’Keeffe wrote.

Lance Reynolds, a sergeant
and flight engineer on the at-
tacked helicopter, also said he
considered it closure.

“I appreciate the timely re-
sponse by Brian Williams to cor-

rect the
4. story and
Though he  set dthe
& recor

w_ordsm|thed straight”
his apology  Reynolds
to downplay wrote ina
- Facebook

what he did, message
he did recant he shared
and | am g!l;?s and

satisfied.”  Siripes.
Mike O’Keeffe “I would
door gunneron not want
Chinook hit by RPGs to specu-
inlraq late on
why the

mistake

was made. I personally accept
his apology.”
Williams’ admission was an

challenged Williams’ version
and otherwise, “he would have
told that war story until he was
on his dying bed.”

Mike O’Keeffe, who was a
door gunner on the Chinook hit
by RPGs, said he was generally
satisfied with the apology and no
longer wanted to press the issue
by making public comments.

“I understand your interest
and very much appreciate you
getting the truth out there, but
from my perspective, Mr. Wil-
liams has been outed and has
enough to deal with,” O’Keeffe
wrote in an email to Stars and
Stripes.

“Guess I just don’t want to
kick the guy when he is down.
Though he wordsmithed his
apology to downplay what he did,

embarr for the veteran
Jjournalist who has been the face
of NBC News since he became
anchor for its main news show in
2004. NBC has not said whether
he will face discipline for perpet-
uating a false story.

Discrepancies

Despite Williams’ effort to
contain the damage, some for-
mer soldiers thought there were
still discrepancies between his
account and their own memory
of the events.

Luke said it was “mislead-
ing” for Williams to say his air-
craft was following the stricken
Chinook. Luke told Stars and
Stripes that Williams’ Chinook
was headed south, back toward
Kuwait, when it passed another

March 24, 2003

During its first day of combat in the 2008 Iraq invasion, the Big Windy
Chinook helicopter company with the Army’s 159th Aviation Regiment was
headed north from Kuwait toward a forward operating base outside
Baghdad. Its mission was to deliver Apache helicopter parts to the front but it
was hit by rocket-propelled grenade and small-arms fire and forced to land
before completing the mission. Meanwhile, a second Chinook company
called Hercules that was carrying Brian Williams and his NBC crew had
completed its mission and was traveling south, returning to Kuwait after
delivering bridge parts. Hercules Company, with NBC aboard, took no
enemy fire during the mission and eventually was forced to return north and
set down near the Big Windy aircraft due to a sandstorm.

SYRIA
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Hercules Company Big Windy Company
Chinook #1 Lead Chinook
%/ David Luke, Jerry Pearman,
flight engineer mission
commander
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Joseph Miller, . RPGs
%’ flight engineer —— Lance Reynolds,
Brian Williams < flight engineer
and NBC crew Mike O’Keeffe
door gunner
%’ Chinook #3
%’ Chinook #3

formation from a separate avia-
tion company flying north.

After the two formations
passed each other, Luke’s crew

Stars and Stripes

heard on the radio that a north-
bound aircraft had been hit by
an RPG and small-arms fire,
presumably from gunmen in a

white pickup truck they had seen
minutes earlier.

Soon after the attack, Luke
said, his helicopter and the one
carrying Williams were forced to
change course because of a sand-
storm and land near a makeshift
supply camp — Objective Rams
— where the stricken helicopter
had also put down.

Stars and Stripes compiled its
account of what happened to the
two helicopter companies that
day — one based in Germany
and the other in Savannah, Ga. —
through interviews with five sol-
diers who were there, including
a mission commander, retired
Army Officer Jerry Pearman, of
California, who was a lieutenant
colonel at the time.

Recollections at odds

Their account, however, was
disputed by another former Chi-
nook pilot, Rich Krell, who told
CNN that he was flying Williams’
aircraft during the mission.
Krell told CNN that Williams’
plane did suffer minor damage
from small-arms fire, but he did
not say the damage was enough
to force him to land.

“Yeah, he messed up some
things and said some things he
shouldn’t have,” Krell told CNN,
referring to Williams.

Krell’s version was at odds
with the recollections of both
Luke and Sgt. 1st Class Joseph
Miller, who was the flight en-
gineer on the aircraft carrying
Williams and his crew.

Miller and Luke insisted sepa-
rately that aircraft in their for-
mation did not take ground fire
that day and landed in Iraq only
because of the sandstorm, which
paralyzed coalition operations
for days.

“No, we never came under di-
rect enemy fire to the aircraft,”
Miller told Stars and Stripes on
Wednesday.

Miller said the NBC crew af-
fixed microphones to a helicop-
ter headset and recorded air
traffic from the Chinook that had
been hit.

Krell has since started to back
off his assertions, according to
CNN.

“[A]t this point, I am question-
ing my memories,” he wrote to
CNN media correspondent Brian
Stelter, who posted a story on
CNNMoney about how he came
to talk to Krell.

Luke said that after the forma-
tion carrying the NBC crew land-
ed at Objective Rams, Williams
and the soldiers approached the
stricken helicopter to ask the
crew what had happened. They
all ended up spending two or
three days stranded at Objec-
tive Rams until the sandstorm
passed and helicopter flights
could resume.

tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten
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Internal Navy email: Safety
of Sea Dragons in question

By MIKE HIXENBAUGH
The (Norfolk) Virginian-Pilot

NORFOLK, Va. — More than a
year after aNavy helicopter caught
fire and crashed off the coast of
Virginia, killing three crewmem-
bers, high-ranking military offi-
cials are now worried the tragedy
could be repeated, according to
confidential documents obtained
by The Virginian-Pilot.

After an MH-S3E Sea Dragon
went down on Jan. 8, 2014, the
military ordered crews to inspect
every other Sea Dragon in the
fleet — and every CH-53E Super
Stallion, the Marine Corps variant
— for signs of damaged fuel lines
and wires like those that caused
the crash.

There’s now evidence that many
of those inspections were conduct-
ed haphazardly, if at all, leaving
dozens of potentially unsafe heli-
copters in service and sending of-
ficials scrambling to come up with
aplan to fix the problems, accord-
ing to a chain of emails circulating
last week among leaders at Naval
Air Systems Command, the Mary-
land-based office that oversees all
Navy and Marine Corps aircraft
programs.

“Engineering is very concerned
that the original bulletin intent
was not met,” a Marine officer
wrote in one email, referring to
the fuel line and wiring inspec-
tions that were conducted almost a
year ago. “We don’t need another
mishap as a result of chaffing wir-

ing on a fuel line.”

The emails included attach-
ments detailing the seriousness of
the situation, including a spread-
sheet documenting discrepancies
in the original inspection process
and a PowerPoint presentation
apparently used during a brief-
ing last week by Col. Hank Van-

derborght,
4 the Sea
It’s all Dragon and
Super  Stal-
news to lion program
me. I find director.
H Bottom
it dee'_)'y y line up front,
troubling. Vanderborght
anonymous Wrote tobegin
aviator the slides:
Helicopter Mine “The  risk of
Countermeasures gz?“;%;;::ﬁ
Squadron 14 and the haz-
ard of chafing
on fluid-carrying lines and wires

was not eliminated.”

A sample inspection of heli-
copters conducted two weeks ago
produced disturbing results, ac-
cording to the slides. Of 28 heli-
copters that were looked at, all but
eight were found to have bad fuel
lines or wiring, including at least
one with chafing lines in the exact
location that led to the deadly
crash a year ago, when a worn-out
wiring bundle released an elec-
trical arc that connected with jet
fuel, igniting an explosive fire.

The Navy estimated it would
take 36 hours per aircraft to con-

duct the post-crash inspections
and repairs, but on dozens of air-
craft, according to maintenance
records included in the emails,
crews reported spending less than
two hours on the work.

The emails and documents
sound an alarming tone, yet more
than two weeks after the dis-
crepancies were discovered, Sea
Dragons and Super Stallions con-
tinue flying here, at bases across
the country and overseas. Fur-
ther, there is little indication that
maintenance crews who work on
the helicopters or pilots who fly
them have been fully briefed on
the matter.

“It’s all news to me,” said one
aviator from Helicopter Mine
Countermeasures Squadron
14, who spoke on the condition
of anonymity. “I find it deeply
troubling.”

Even as officials were trading
emails about the renewed safety
concerns last week, the newspa-
per had been actively questioning
the command about its efforts to
address wiring problems follow-
ing a Jan. 15 incident over the
Arabian Gulf. Two wires had
chafed inside a Sea Dragon, caus-
ing an electrical arc that sparked
a small fire and forced the crew
to land in Kuwait.

When asked about the incident,
the service responded by touting
its work to fix bad wires and fuel
lines. No mention was made of
the newly discovered problems
with those efforts.

Michaer STarkey/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

An MH-53 Sea Dragon from Helicopter Mine Counter Measures
Squadron 15 lands aboard the USS Iwo Jima.

Fiery debate continues in Senate over closing Gitmo

J. ScorT ApPLEWHITE/AP

U.S. Capitol Police officers speak with activists from the antiwar
group CodePink as the group gathers Thursday on Capitol Hill in
Washington for the Senate Armed Services Committee hearing on

the center in

Cuba.

By DEB RIECHMANN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The fiery
debate over whether to close the
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, prison
sparked anew Thursday as the
Obama administration pushed
back against a bill to restrict it
from transferring terror subjects
to other countries, while protest-
ers in orange jumpsuits shouted it
should be shuttered posthaste.

Brian McKeon, principal depu-
ty undersecretary of defense for
policy, said a bill proposed by four
powerful Republican senators
would effectively ban most trans-
fers from Guantanamo for two
years, placing a roadblock in Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s stepped-up
effort to winnow the prison’s pop-
ulation and eventually close it.

“Because this legislation, if
enacted, would effectively block
progress toward the goal of clos-
ing the Guantanamo Bay deten-
tion center, the administration

opposes it,” McKeon told mem-
bers of the Senate Armed Services
Committee.

Republican Sen. Tom Cotton, R-
Ark., argued against closure.

“In my opinion, the only prob-
lem of Guantanamo Bay is there
are too many empty beds and cells
there right now,” Cotton said. “We
should be sending more terrorists
there for further interrogation to
keep the country safe. As far as
I'm concerned, every last one of
them can rot in hell, but as long as
they don’t do that, then they can
rot in Guantanamo Bay!”

Nearly a dozen protesters —
dressed in orange jumpsuits and
T-shirts that read, “Shut down
Gitmo” — were just as passionate.

One male protester stood up
in the middle of the hearing and
shouted that some of the detain-
ees are innocent of their alleged
crimes and should never have
been held at all.

“Let’s have the rule of law
back,” he yelled as he was led out

of the hearing.

When Obama took office six
years ago, there were 242 detain-
ees at Guantanamo Bay. Today,
there are 122. Of those, 54 are
eligible for transfer, 10 are being
prosecuted or have been sen-
tenced and the cases of the other
58 are being reviewed.

McKeon said Obama and his
national security team think con-
tinued operation of the detention
center drains U.S. coffers, dam-
ages America’s relationship with
key allies and provides fodder that
violent extremists can use to incite
violence and woo recruits.

Republican Sens. Kelly Ayotte,
of New Hampshire, John McCain,
of Arizona, Richard Burr, of North
Carolina, and Lindsey Graham, of
South Carolina, have introduced
legislation that would, among
other things, legally reinstate a
ban on detainees being trans-
ferred to Yemen during Obama’s
remaining two years in office.
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Dangling over the deep

A U.S. Marine with the 31st Marine

Coalition

By Carro Munoz
Stars and Stripes

KABUL, Afghanistan — U.S.
and allied aircraft struck Taliban
forces in eastern Afghanistan last
month, according to a coalition
spokesman, in the first confirmed
airstrikes in support of Afghan
forces since the end of the interna-
tional combat mission.

The mid-January attacks were
not announced by U.S. forces at
the time but were confirmed when
asked about them by Stars and
Stripes.

The air attacks were carried out
in the Dangam district of Kunar
province in support of Afghan ef-
forts to push back Afghan and Pak-
istani Taliban fighters, according
to coalition spokesman Col. Brian
Tribus and Afghan officials.

Gen. John Campbell, the top
U.S. commander in Afghanistan,
ordered the attacks in coordina-
tion with Afghan National Secu-
rity Forces leaders who planned
and led the operation, Tribus said

y Unit
fast-rope training at sea Feb. 4 aboard the USS Bonhomme Richard.

Medal: Army

says attacker

linked to foreign terror group

FROM FRONT PAGE

The legislation states that an
event should now be considered
an attack by a foreign terrorist
organization if the perpetrator
of the attack “was in communi-
cation with the foreign terrorist
organization before the attack”
and “the attack was inspired or
motivated by the foreign terrorist
organization.”

In a review of the Fort Hood
incident and the new provisions
of law, the Army determined that
there was sufficient evidence to
conclude Hasan “was in commu-
nication with the foreign terrorist
organization before the attack,”
and that his radicalization and
subsequent acts could reason-
ably be considered to have been
“inspired or motivated by the for-
eign terrorist organization.”

Soldiers receiving the Purple
Heart automatically qualify for

combat-related special compen-
sation upon retirement. Recipi-
ents are also eligible for burial at
Arlington National Cemetery.

Since the attack, victims’ fami-
lies and their allies in Congress
had butted heads with the Army
and the White House on wheth-
er this was a terrorist attack or
“workplace violence.”

Witnesses said Hasan shouted
“Allahu akbar!” — Arabic for
“God is great!” — before the at-
tack in a crowded processing
center in the Central Texas base.
Most of the victims were either
just returning from Iraq or Af-
ghanistan or readying to embark
to those combat zones.

The military has not executed
an active-duty soldier since 1961.
Five men are on the military
death row, but none is close to an
execution date.

dickson.patrick@stripes.com
Twitter: @StripesDCchief
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ina last week. He would
not say how many airstrikes were
carried out nor what kinds of air-
craft were used.

Afghan leaders in Dangam said
the allied aircraft were instru-
mental in turning back the Tal-
iban siege in the district.

In mid-December, about 2,000

aircraft aid Afghan
troops in fight with Taliban

Jan. strikes are first since combat mission end

Afghan and Pakistani Taliban
fighters descended on the east-
ern Afghanistan district. Afghan
militias battled the insurgents for
weeks but were unable to stem the
advance, according to Haji Muza-
mel, aleader of one of the pro-gov-
ernment militias.

Afghan officials said pro-
government militias called for
reinforcements, but they were
bogged down by a large number
of Taliban explosives planted
along main roads.

Afghan security forces backed
by international air support
launched an offensive Jan. 16, or
about two weeks after the end of
the NATO combat mission, that
broke the back of the Taliban
push, Muzamel said.

About 12,000 foreign troops,
nearly half from allied countries,
remain in Afghanistan following
the Dec. 31 end of the NATO com-
bat mission. But they are in the
country to train, advise and assist
Afghan forces rather than to con-
duct combat operations.

Tribus said the airstrikes were
“consistent with authorities under
the NATO-Afghanistan Status of
Forces Agreement” which was
agreed by Washington and Kabul
last year.

“According to our new agree-

ment, the NATO air forces will
support Afghan security forces
until the Afghan air force is suf-
ficient,” said Afghan Defense
Ministry spokesman Gen. Azimi.
He said the current goal is to have
the Afghan air force fully opera-
tional by 2016.

The role of the coalition in post-
war Afghanistan remains a sen-
sitive subject. Some members of
Congress question whether the
rules are sufficient to prevent a
collapse of Afghan forces similar
to the rout suffered by the Iraqgi
army last summer in the face of
an offensive by the Islamic State.

Secretary of Defense nominee
Ashton Carter, during his Senate
confirmation hearing this week,
said he would weigh possible
changes to the military strategy
in Afghanistan if the security
situation deteriorated.

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz,
head of the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee, has repeatedly
questioned the Obama adminis-
tration’s policy on Afghanistan,
expressing concern the country’s
military and police are not ready
to secure the country.

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this
report.

munoz.carlo@stripes.com

Twitter: @NatSecCarlo

REMEMBER: FRAUD CAN KILL

Report Fraud

Involving U.S. Reconstruction Dollars to SIGAR

Afghanistan |
United States |

0700
+1-866-

www.sigar.mil




Pace 6

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Saturday, February 7,2015

WAR ON TERRORISM

D chant anti-Islk

Nasser Nasser/AP

ic State group slogans and carry posters with pictures of late King

Hussein and slain Jordanian pilot, Lt. Muath al-Kaseasbeh, during a rally in Amman, Jordan, on Friday.

Prominent jihadi cleric
lashes out at militants

By MouAMMED DARAGHMEH
The Associated Press

AMMAN, Jordan — A promi-
nent jihadi preacher lashed out
Friday against Islamic State mili-
tants for burning to death a Jor-
danian pilot, saying this is “not
acceptable in any religion.”

Abu Mohammed al-Maqdesi,
considered a spiritual mentor for
many al-Qaida militants, spoke
a day after being released from
more than three months in deten-
tion in Jordan.

His release and harsh criticism
of the Islamic State group come
at a time when the Jordanian gov-
ernment is trying to win broad
popular backing for intensified
airstrikes against the militants
in response to the Kkilling of the
pilot.

Earlier this week, Islamic State
militants released a video show-
ing the pilot, Lt. Muath al-Kas-
easbeh, being burned to death in
acage.

In an interview with the Jorda-
nian TV station Roya, al-Maqgdesi
said that such an act “is not ac-
ceptable by any religion and by
anyone.”

The cleric indicated that he had
been involved in back-channel
talks to arrange a possible prison-

‘During my communication, they lied and
they were evasive. They acted like they
were interested (in a swap), but in fact they

were not interested.

Abu Mohammed al-Maqdesi
jihadi preacher

er swap to win the release of the
pilot, who was captured after his
plane crashed over Syria in De-
cember. Jordan offered last week
to swap an al-Qaida prisoner for
the pilot, but said after the re-
lease of the video that it became
clear that the pilot had already
been killed in early January.

Al-Maqdesi said he believed
the militants were never serious
about arranging a swap.

“During my communication,
they lied and they were evasive,”
he said. “They acted like they
were interested (in a swap), but in
fact they were not interested.”

He also criticized the Islamic
State group for declaring a caliph-
ate last year in the areas under
its control in Syria and Iraq. Al-
Magqdesi said a caliphate, or state
run according to Islamic law, is

meant to bring Muslims together,
but that the militants have been a
divisive force.

A decade ago, al-Maqdesi was
considered a mentor of the al-
Qaida branch in Iraq, a precursor
to the Islamic State group. Howev-
er, the cleric fell out with his prote-
ges over their methods, including
attacks on fellow Muslims.

Jordan arrested the cleric in
October, after he criticized Jor-
dan’s participation in a U.S.-led
military coalition against the Is-
lamic State group. Jordan, which
borders Syria and Iraq, joined the
coalition in September.

In the wake of the killing of the
pilot, Jordan said it would inten-
sify its attacks. On Thursday, doz-
ens of fighter jets struck Islamic
State weapons depots and train-
ing areas, the military said.

Experts: Islamic State
raising the stakes with
video of pilot’s death

By Zeina Karam
The Associated Press

BEIRUT — A video of a Jorda-
nian pilot being burned to death
was exceptional in its brutality,
even for the Islamic State group,
and also was a sign that the mili-
tants intend to raise the stakes in
their propaganda efforts, experts
say. It also offered confirmation
to the belief that the airman was
killed days or weeks before its
release.

The 22-minute clip that ap-
peared on websites Tuesday was
a complex, extravagant work that
would have taken a significant
amount of time and organization
to script, stage, produce and dis-
tribute, they said.

It also suggested that the de-
mands last week for a prisoner
swap for the pilot, Lt. Muath al-
Kaseasbeh, were a cynical cha-
rade to increase the drama around
his killing because he most likely
was already dead.

Jordanian state TV had said al-
Kaseasbeh, who was flying mis-
sions for the U.S.-led campaign of
airstrikes, was killed as long ago
as Jan. 3, shortly after his F-16
came down in Islamic State-con-
trolled territory in December.

“The more gruesome the execu-
tions are, the more attention they
get,” said Brigitte Nacos, a profes-
sor of political science at Colum-
bia University. “When President
(Barack) Obama responds to each
of their killing videos ... that gives
them the feeling of being a power-
ful political actor that legitimate
actors have to deal with.”

The video featured production
techniques used in other clips
from the militants. But unlike
those that showed beheadings in
which the hostages or their killer
delivered a message before being
Kkilled, the pilot video is longer and
involves a story-telling narrative
and at least four cameras, along
with advanced editing techniques.

Hassan Hassan, an analyst
at the Abu Dhabi-based Delma
center, said having a captive pilot
from the U.S.-led coalition bomb-
ing campaign was a rare opportu-
nity for the extremists to deliver a
strong message.

“It was a chance to humiliate
not only Jordan but the interna-
tional community fighting against
it,” he said.

Jordan: Woman had worked
for relief agency in Syria

FROM FRONT PAGE

A family representative told
The Associated Press last year
that Mueller was working with
humanitarian groups in Syria
when she was captured in 2013.

Mueller, of Prescott, Arizona,
had been working in Turkey as-
sisting Syrian refugees, accord-
ing to a 2013 article in The Daily
Courier, her hometown news-
paper. The 26-year-old told the
paper that she was drawn to help
with the situation in Syria.

“For as long as I live, I will not
let this suffering be normal,” she
said. “It’s important to stop and
realize what we have, why we
have it and how privileged we are.
And from that place, start caring
and get a lot done.”

According to the local paper,
Mueller had been working with
the humanitarian aid agency
Support to Life, as well as a local
NGO that helped female Syrian
refugees develop skills.

A 2007 article about Mueller
from the same local newspaper
said she was a student at Northern
Arizona University and was ac-
tive in the Save Darfur Coalition.

On Sunday, President Barack
Obama said the U.S. was “deploy-
ing all the assets that we can” to
find Mueller.

“We are in very close contact
with the family trying to keep
them updated,” he said in an in-
terview with NBC’s Today Show.
“Obviously this is something that

is heart-breaking for the family
and we want to make sure we do
anything we can to make sure
that any American citizen is res-
cued from this situation.”

Her identity had not been dis-
closed out of fears for her safety.

Jordan, which is part of a U.S.-
led coalition bombing Islamic
State group targets in Syria,
stepped up its attacks after IS
announced it had killed a cap-
tive Jordanian pilot. The Syrian
government said Thursday that
dozens of Jordanian fighter jets
had bombed Islamic State train-
ing centers and weapons storage
sites. It did not say where the at-
tacks occurred.

There was no word from the
Jordanian government on wheth-
er its planes had struck Raqga on
Friday.

If her death is confirmed, she
would be the fourth American to
die while in the captivity of the
Islamic State militants. Three
other Americans, journalists
James Foley and Steven Sotloff
and aid worker Peter Kassig were
beheaded by the group.

The Washington Post reported
that a U.S. intelligence official
said authorities were mindful of
the possibility that the Islamic
State might claim that a hostage
had been killed in an airstrike by
the U.S.-led coalition. The official,
speaking on condition of anonym-
ity because of the sensitivity of
the matter, said there were no ne-
gotiations with the Islamic State.
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Vaccine skeptics find unexpected allies in GOP

By NicHoLAs RiccARDI
The Associated Press

DENVER— Asvaccine skeptics
fight laws that would force more
parents to inoculate their kids,
they are finding unexpected allies
in conservative Republicans.

Though the stereotype of a vac-
cine skeptic is a coastal, back-to-
the-land type, it’s generally been
Democratic-controlled states that
have tightened vaccination laws.
This week, Democrats in two of
those states — California, where
a measles outbreak was traced to
Disneyland, and Washington state
— proposed eliminating laws that
allow parents to opt out of vaccina-
tion for personal reasons.

Meanwhile, in Maine, Repub-
licans are objecting to a similar
effort. In Minnesota, only Demo-
crats have signed on to sponsor a
bill to make it harder to avoid vac-
cinating children. And last year
in Colorado, it was largely Repub-
licans who squashed an effort to
force parents to get a physician’s
approval if they chose not to in-
oculate their kids.

“This boils down to, does the
government force everyone to
conform, or do we empower ev-
eryone to make decisions on their
own?” said Colorado state Sen.
Kevin Lundberg, a Republican
who did not fully vaccinate his
children and led the fight against
last year’s bill.

This year, Colorado Republi-
cans introduced a bill stating that

5 infants at Chicago day care have measles

By Do~ BaswiN
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Five infants
who attend a suburban Chicago
day care center have been diag-
nosed with measles, and about
10 more children, including
some also too young for vaccina-
tions, could have been exposed
to the disease, health officials
said Thursday.

The Illinois and Cook County
health departments said in a
news release that lab tests con-
firmed measles in two infants
who gotothe KinderCare Learn-
ing Center in Palatine. Tests are
pending for three others, but
they have been diagnosed based
on symptoms.

Officials had not identified
the source of the infections at
the center as of Thursday, but
Dr. Terry Mason, chief oper-
ating officer for the county’s
health and hospitals system, told
a news conference there is no

parents have the right to make all
medical decisions for their chil-
dren, legislation that was cheered
by vaccination opponents Thurs-
day at a hearing.

American skepticism toward
vaccinations dates back at least
to the Revolutionary War, when
George Washington was initially

known link between the infants’
measles and a recent outbreak
at Disneyland that sickened doz-
ens of people.

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention says
there have been at least 102
confirmed measles cases in 14
states in 2015, not including the
Palatine cases. Of those 102, 94
were related to the Disneyland
outbreak.

Mason said children who have
not been vaccinated — whether
infected or exposed — should
not return to the Palatine cen-
ter until Feb. 24 or until they
provide proof of vaccination or
immunity to measles, which is
spread through the air when
an infected person coughs or
sneezes.

It’s so contagious that 90 per-
cent of people who aren’t im-
munized are infected if exposed
to the virus, according to the
CDC.

reluctant to inoculate his troops
against smallpox.

“There is a long history to the
fight against vaccination, and it
does seem to break down along
liberal versus conservative lines,”
said Kent Schwirian, a sociology
professor at Ohio State University.
He surveyed people during a 2009

Health officials do not recom-
mend measles shots before a
child turns 1, at which time the
government recommends all
children get a first dose of the
measles vaccine, with a second
dose between the ages of 4 and
6.

Illinois law requires one dose
of measles vaccine for children
in day care by age 2, or proof
that they already have had the
disease. Two doses are required
for those entering kindergarten.

KinderCare  spokeswoman
Colleen Moran said that while
the company, which operates fa-
cilities nationwide, follows local
health department guidelines
and encourages families to con-
sult their doctors about vacci-
nations, “we realize some don’t
(have their children vaccinated)
for health or religious reasons,
and we do not exclude kids who
haven’t been vaccinated.”

swine flu scare, asking whether
they would get vaccinated, and
found that conservatives who
distrusted government were less
likely to support inoculation.
Modern-day vaccine skeptics
are hard to pigeonhole politically.
“We're the bridge between the
granola moms and the stiletto

moms,” said Dotty Hagmier, a
nurse whose group Moms In
Charge includes vaccine skeptics.

A Pew poll found that Republi-
cans are slightly more likely than
Democrats to oppose vaccine
mandates. In legislatures, the
issue has not been purely parti-
san, with some Democrats join-
ing Republicans to fight vaccine
requirements, and some members
of the GOP pushing to increase
vaccinations.

The administration of Michi-
gan Republican Gov. Rick Snyder
last year required parents to go to
the state health department be-
fore they could skip vaccinations
for their children. In Vermont,
Democrats and Republicans alike
scaled down a bill in 2012 that
would have limited parents’ op-
tions. Still, people on both sides
see a divide forming.

Diane Peterson, of the Immu-
nization Action Coalition, which
tracks vaccination legislation na-
tionwide, said she has had diffi-
culty getting Republicans to sign a
bill to expand vaccinations in her
home state of Minnesota.

“I don’t feel this should be a par-
tisan issue in any way, and it’s dis-
turbing that it is,” Peterson said.

Vaccination politics erupted
into the national spotlight this
week when three Republican
presidential contenders — New
Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, Ken-
tucky Sen. Rand Paul and former
Hewlett-Packard CEO Carly Fio-
rina — seemed to side with par-
ents who oppose vaccinating their
children.

When in path of oncomlng train, driver panic, confusion common

By MEGHAN BARR

tracks instead of roads.

AND JENNIFER PELTZ
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Your car is trapped be-
tween the crossing gates, and a train is
speeding down the tracks, its horn blaring,
its lights blazing in your direction.

What do you do?

Hit the gas pedal and crash through the
gate, or ditch your car and start running,
experts say. And don’t waste any time delib-
erating over it.

The fiery collision between a train and
an SUV that killed six people in suburban
New York this week has no doubt left driv-
ers contemplating such a chilling question
— one that many of them may not know how
to answer. Experts say that lack of aware-
ness has led all too many times to hesitation,
panic and death.

“Bash through the gates,” said Robert
Sinclair, a spokesman for AAA New York.
“They’re like breakaway gates. They’re
usually wood or some sort of heavy foam
material, and they’ll easily snap away.”

If the car is stalled or you can’t move it for
any reason, abandon the vehicle and run,
experts say. Many people make the fatal
error of worrying about wrecking their car
or trying to retrieve important items before
escaping, Sinclair said.

Also, move away from the tracks, in the
direction from which the train is coming,
said Libby Rector Snipe of Operation Life-
saver, a nonprofit group that educates the
public about safety at rail crossings.

“It may seem counterintuitive to run to-
ward the train,” she said. “But if you run in
the same direction as the train, you could
be hit by flying debris.”

SeTH WENIG/AP

Authorities wearing Federal Railroad Administration vests look over the wreckage of a
Metro-North Railroad train and an SUV in Valhalla, N.Y., on Wednesday.

In the crash this week in Valhalla, N.Y.,
Ellen Brody, 49, was driving home Tuesday
night when, according to a driver behind
her, the crossing gates descended around
her Mercedes SUV and one of them came
down on the back end of her vehicle.

She got out to check on her vehicle, then
got back in and, with no apparent urgency,
pulled forward on the tracks just before she
was struck by the train, according to the
witness. Brody and five train passengers
were killed.

Exactly what was going through her mind
is unclear. Investigators are still trying to
figure out how she ended up on the tracks

and why she didn’t exit quickly.

The crash happened in the dark, in traf-
fic backed up because of a nearby accident.
Investigators said there were no immediate
indications of any problems with the cross-
ing gates.

Every year, 230 to 250 people die in col-
lisions at highway-grade rail crossings in
the U.S., according to the Federal Railroad
Administration.

Sometimes the cause is driver confu-
sion: A 2012 study for the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation said that signs and
traffic signals sometimes confused driv-
ers so much that they turned onto railroad

In other cases, the problem can be me-
chanical. A 2005 report for the Texas De-
partment of Transportation noted there
can be lags in synching up track signals
and traffic lights, so sometimes crossing
gates come down around drivers. Then the
human element kicks in: “panic, confusion
or other unsafe actions.”

Sometimes the problem is foolish driver
behavior —ignoring the warning lights and
bells and trying to drive around crossing
gates, for example.

Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., said
safe driving at rail crossings needs to be
addressed through public education cam-
paigns similar to the ones waged against
drunken driving.

“Drivers need to know that these lights
and bells and crossing-grade rails are not
a drill. They’re the real thing,” Blumenthal
said, “and that trying to get around them
or beat them can cause death, tragedy, not
only for themselves but for innocent victims
on the train.”

Drivers have died in railroad crossing
crashes just in the last month in a number
of cities, including Macungie, Pa.; Holgate,
Ohio; and Kelso, Wash.

Just a day after the tragedy in Valhalla, a
commuter train hit an 18-wheeler stuck in
the snow at a crossing in Braintree, Mass.
The truck driver jumped out of the cab sec-
onds before impact, and a few train passen-
gers suffered minor injuries.

In December, an 80-year-old woman was
killed by an Amtrak train after her minivan
became boxed in by the crossing gates in
Mebane, N.C. Witnesses said they called to
her to get out of the car, but she froze up and
didn’t even try.



Pace 8

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Saturday, February 7,2015

NATION

Change at the top of Sony Pictures

About 3 months after hack, head of studio to move new production venture

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Amy Pas-
cal will step down as co-chairman
of Sony Pictures Entertainment
and head of the film studio, nearly
three months after a massive hack
hit the company and revealed em-
barrassing emails.

Pascal, one of the most power-
ful women in Hollywood and the
force behind such critical and
commercial hits as “The Social

Network” and “American Hustle,”
will launch a major new produc-
tion venture at the studio focused
on movies, television and theater,
Sony Pictures said Thursday. Her
career with Sony has spanned
nearly 20 years.

During the hack, Pascal came
under fire for racist remarks
about President Barack Obama’s
presumed choice in movies that
surfaced in leaked emails. She

apologized for “insensitive and
inappropriate” comments in her
emails that she called “not an ac-
curate reflection of who I am.”
Pascal also faced criticism for
green-lighting the film that may
have inspired the hacking to begin
with: “The Interview,” which
starred Seth Rogen and James
Franco as bumbling journalists
on a mission to kill North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un.

The outcome was not surpris-
ing, and will benefit both sides,
said Damian Thong, an analyst at
Macquarie Capital Securities in
Tokyo where Sony Corp., the par-
ent company of Sony Pictures, is
based. “She’s a woman of many
talents. She has great relation-
ships that are valuable to Sony in
the future,” he said.

Pascal will shift to the new ven-
ture in May. Sony Pictures will

Amy Pascal

finance Pascal under a four-year
contract and retain all distribu-
tion rights worldwide to films it
funds. The venture will be located
at the Sony Pictures lot in Culver
City, Calif,

JerrReY CoLLINS/AP

A plaque honoring World War I soldiers is shown in Greenwood, S.C., in January.

War memorial separates dead
by race, divides Southern city

By JEFFREY COLLINS
The Associated Press

GREENWOOD, S.C. — In a
small South Carolina city, a war
memorial honoring fallen World
War I and World War II soldiers
divides them into two categories:
“white” and “colored.”

Welborn Adams, Greenwood’s
‘white, Democratic-leaning mayor,
believes the bronze plaques are
relics of the South’s scarred racial
past and should be changed in the
spirit of equality, replaced like the
“colored” water fountains or back
entrances to movie theaters that
blacks once were forced to use.

Yet the mayor’s attempt to
put up new plaques was blocked
by a state law that brought the
Confederate flag down from the
Statehouse dome in 2000. The law
forbids altering historical monu-
ments without approval from
legislators.

Historians, black and white,
have reservations about replacing

the plaques, saying they should
serve as a reminder of the once-
segregated U.S. military.
“Segregation was the accepted
social order of that time,” said Eric
Williams, who spent 32 years as a
historian with the U.S. Park Ser-
vice. “If we alter the monument,
we alter its historical integrity.”
The memorial is owned by the
American Legion post in Green-
wood and is on city property. On
two of its sides, it lists soldiers
who died in World War I and
World War II from Greenwood
County. A third side lists Korean
and Vietnam War dead from the
county without any racial distinc-
tion, because the U.S. military
was integrated by that time.
About a year ago, American
Legion post members asked the
mayor if he thought he could raise
$15,000 privately to change the
monument. Forty-three donors,
almost all white, came through
with the money. Adams donated

$1,000.

But there was opposition, in part
because of a quote from the mayor.
“Ithink if history offends people, it
needs to be rewritten if possible,”
Adams told a newspaper.

He later said he meant that
while history doesn’t change, the
way a community presents itself
does.

Days before the ceremony, op-
ponents threatened to try to have
Adams arrested if he went for-
ward with the new plaque.

“I wonder if some of the op-
position is racism hiding behind
history,” said Adams, who was
elected mayor in 2008 in this city
of 23,000, where about 45 percent
of the population is black.

The Confederate flag law says
no historical monument, erected
by the state or by a local govern-
ment, may be relocated, removed,
disturbed, or altered without
a two-thirds vote from state
lawmakers.

Harvard bans sexual
relationships between
professors, undergrads

By SusaN SVRLUGA
The Washington Post

Harvard University’s Faculty
of Arts and Sciences now for-
mally bans sexual relationships
between professors and under-
graduate students.

That’s not because they think
there’s all kinds of professor-stu-
dent dating on campus: The pro-
fessor who led the panel that wrote
the policy said she has never heard
of it happening, in years of study-
ing and teaching at Harvard. The
new policy is there just to clarify
that it would not be OK.

“We’re using this opportunity
to reaffirm our priorities as teach-
ers,” said Alison Johnson, a Har-
vard history professor, “and to
imagine what we’re seeing when
we’re looking at these students,
and what we’re not seeing. We're
not seeing potential romantic part-
ners. We are seeing students.”

A small but growing number of
colleges, including Yale and the
University of Connecticut, now
have written policies banning
such relationships, Bloomberg
reported.

The new policy comes at a
time when sex and gender issues
— all the ways that people define
themselves, their sexuality, their
relationships, and how they in-
teract with one another — are
relentlessly discussed on college
campuses.

Billie Dziech, a professor at the
University of Cincinnati who has

studied and written about rela-
tionships between professors and
students, said policies about such
relationships are evolving.

“Originally, there were no
policies,” she said. “Institutions
wouldn’t go near it, just wanted
to avoid pushback from faculty.
We’ve come a long way from that
time. There are many institutions
that have what I personally would
describe as very weak policies.
There are policies that don’t men-
tion it at all. What Harvard and
an increasingly long list of uni-
versities has done is to have pro-
hibitionist policies.”

Dziech said some policies have
earned complaints from students
‘who would say, “’Oh, we’re grown-
ups, we can choose with whom
we have sex.”” She said Harvard’s
decision was courageous.

“It sends a message: You don’t
sleep with other people’s children
— whether they agree to do it or
not — because youre abusing
your power,” Dziech said.

The American Association of
University Professors stopped
short of recommending a ban
on relationships, but it sounded
a similar warning, saying that
professor-student romantic re-
lationships can make voluntary
consent by a student suspect be-
cause of the power dynamic. In a
statement, the organization also
said that sexual relationships can
later make the faculty member
and the institution vulnerable to
allegations of sexual harassment.

Pope Francis to address
Congress in September

WASHINGTON — Pope Fran-
cis will deliver an address to
Congress in September, House
Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio,
said Thursday.

“It is my great privilege to an-
nounce that His Holiness Pope
Francis will visit the United
States Capitol on Thursday, Sep-
tember 24, 2015,” Boehner said
in a statement. “On that day, he
will become the first leader of
the Holy See to address a joint

meeting of Congress. It will be
a historic visit, and we are truly
grateful that Pope Francis has ac-
cepted our invitation.”

The pontiff is also scheduled to
visit Philadelphia for the World
Conference on Families and
New York to stop by the United
Nations.

House Minority Leader Nancy
Pelosi, D-Calif. — who, like Boeh-
ner, is Catholic — said in a state-
ment that she is “honored and
overjoyed” about the visit.

From wire reports
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US jobs
report
strong

BY CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — U.S. employ-
ers added a vigorous 257,000 jobs
in January, and wages jumped by
the most in six years — evidence
that the job market is accelerating
closer to full health.

The surprisingly robust report
the government issued Friday also
showed that hiring was far stron-
ger in November and December
than it had previously estimated.
Employers added 414,000 jobs in
November — the most in 17 years.
Job growth in December was re-
vised sharply up, to 329,000 from
252,000.

Average hourly wages soared
12 cents in January to $24.75, the
sharpest gain since 2008. Over the
past 12 months, hourly pay, which
has long been stagnant, has now
risen 2.2 percent. That is ahead of
inflation, which rose just 0.7 per-
cent in 2014.

The unemployment rate last
month rose to 5.7 percent from 5.6
percent. But that occurred for a
good reason: More than 1 million
Americans — the most since Janu-
ary 2000 — began looking for jobs,
though not all of them found work.
An influx of job hunters suggests
that Americans have grown more
confident about their prospects.

“For the average American,
it’s certainly good news — 2015 is
going to be the year of the Ameri-
can consumer,” said Russell Price,
senior economist at the financial
services firm Ameriprise. “With
job growth being strong, we’re
going to see a pickup in wages and
salaries.”

A sharp drop in gas prices has
held down inflation and boosted
Americans’ spending  power.
Strong hiring also tends to lift pay
as employers compete for fewer
workers. A big question is whether
last month’s jump in wages can be
sustained.

Job gains have now averaged
336,000 for the past three months,
the best three-month pace in 17
years. Just a year ago, the three-
month average was only 197,000.

The stepped-up hiring in Janu-
ary occurred across nearly all
industries. Construction firms
added 39,000 jobs and manufac-
turers 22,000. Retail jobs jumped
by nearly 46,000. Hotels and res-
taurants added 37,100, health care
38,000.

The Federal Reserve is closely
monitoring wages and other job
market data as it considers when
to begin raising the short-term
interest rate it controls from a re-
cord low near zero. The Fed has
kept rates at record lows for more
than six years to help stimulate
growth. Most economists think
the central bank will start boost-
ing rates as early as June.

MerriLy Cassipy, Cape Cop (Mass.) Times/AP

Officials lead Coast Guardsman Adrian Loya, of Chesapeake, Va., center, into District Court Thursday, in
Falmouth, Mass., where he was arraigned in on charges he killed one woman, injured another and shot a

police officer.

Coast Guardsman arraigned after shootings

The Associated Press

BOURNE, Mass. — A Coast
Guard member is charged with
shooting two colleagues at a Cape
Cod condo complex early Thurs-
day, lighting a car on fire to ham-
per police, planting fake bombs
and then opening fire on officers,
authorities said.

The episode, which the police
chief in the town of Bourne called
“crazy and hectic,” left one woman
dead, another woman and an offi-
cer wounded, and the suspect in
custody.

Coast Guard spokesman Ross
Ruddell said both women involved
were stationed on Cape Cod, while
the suspected shooter was a man
stationed in Virginia. Ruddell said
he could not disclose their names
or how they knew each other.

Massachusetts authorities later
identified the suspect as Adrian
Loya, of Chesapeake, Va., who
turned 31 on Thursday. He plead-
ed not guilty to charges including
murder, armed assault, home in-
vasion and assault and battery of
a police officer during an arraign-
ment Thursday afternoon in Fal-
mouth District Court.

A judge ordered Loya to be
held without bail and to undergo
a mental health examination. He
also ordered the file sealed.

Cape and Islands District Attor-
ney Michael O’Keefe and Loya’s
attorney, J. Drew Segadelli, didn’t
discuss details of the case dur-

ing the court hearing. Afterward,
Segadelli said Loya and the two
‘women had some type of relation-
ship but said he couldn’t com-
ment further because the file was
sealed.

Loya appears to have had only
one previous criminal case. Vir-
ginia court records indicate an
Adrian Loya with the same month

and year of

‘. birth~  paid
Today, a fine for a
the Coast misdemean-
Guard or “public
“a_ swearing/in-

family toxication”
case out of

s“ffer_ed Gloucester
a tragic County  in

y 2008.

|OS|S‘- Ad Loya  set
lear Adm. a vehicle on
Linda Fagan fire to block
U.S. Coast Guard the only road

into the condo
complex and

Woodside said. He said police also
received a 911 call from one of the
victims from inside a condo.

Officers made their way around
the burning vehicle on foot and
were pinned down by gunfire,
O’Keefe said.

The wounded officer, shot in the
back below his bulletproof vest,
took cover between two vehicles,
and his colleagues were unable
to reach him. Woodside described
the officer as a veteran with at
least 10 years of service.

The officer lay wounded for
about 15 minutes before the sus-
pect was arrested. Even then, po-
lice remained wary because they
were not aware if there were other
gunmen.

Two colleagues grabbed the
officer and carried him through
the woods and snow so he could
be taken to the hospital, where he
was stabilized and improving, the
chief said.

Just after 2:45 a.m., after police

set up devices re It bombs,
authorities said. The state police
bomb squad examined the de-
vices and determined they were
all fakes that contained no explo-
sives, Massachusetts State Police
spokesman David Procopio said.

Loya was taken into custody at
gunpoint about a half-hour after
the 2:15 a.m. attack.

What started as a response to
reports of a vehicle on fire turned
into a “crazy and hectic scene,”
Bourne police Chief Dennis

appr Loya, officers made
their way to the unit where they
found the two women who had
been shot, one fatally.

“Today the Coast Guard fam-
ily suffered a tragic loss,” Coast
Guard Rear Adm. Linda Fagan
said in a statement. “We have
chaplains and counselors on site
to support friends and families
affected by this crime. ... My
thoughts and prayers are with ev-
eryone who has been touched by
today’s sad event.”

Judge: It’s OK if jurors saw ‘Sniper’

Los Angeles Times

STEPHENVILLE, Texas — A
Texas judge told potential jurors
in the murder trial of the man
accused of shooting “American
Sniper” author and Navy Seal
Chris Kyle that reading the vic-
tim’s book or seeing the popular
movie would not automatically
disqualify them from the case.

The suspect, Eddie Ray Routh,
27, has been charged with two
counts of murder and one count

of capital murder in connection
with the shootings of Kyle, 38,
and his friend, Chad Littlefield,
35, who were killed two years
ago when the trio went to a firing
range for target practice.

Routh appeared in court Thurs-
day for the first day of jury selec-
tion looking nothing like the mug
shot taken when he was arrested
soon after the shootings.

The former Marine had shaved
his shaggy brown hair and ap-
peared to have gained some

weight. He wore glasses, a blue
blazer and oxford shirt and ap-
peared calm as he chatted with
his attorneys in front of prospec-
tive jurors.

Courthouse security had been
stepped up for the high-profile
trial. Potential jurors had to leave
cellphones and bags in their cars,
pass through two metal detec-
tors and police dogs. More than
a dozen members of law enforce-
ment stood in and outside the
courtroom.

Army vet
threatens
attack at
US Capitol

By Lynu Bur
AND PETER HERMANN
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — An Army
veteran was arrested this week
after authorities say he threatened
to shoot his wife and others at the
U.S. Capitol.

Michael Bogoslavski, 33, had
sent his wife, a federal employee
working at the Capitol, a series
of text messages Monday threat-
ening to harm her and indicating
that he would hurt anyone who got
in his way, according to a criminal
complaint filed in U.S. District
Court in Greenbelt, Md.

Text messages quoted in the
complaint released Thursday in-
dicate that Bogoslavski accused
his wife of being involved with an-
other man, who court papers say is
aU.S. Capitol Police officer. In one
message, the criminal complaint
says, Bogoslavski threatened to
shoot the officer in the face.

The wife responded: “You come
to my job on some crazy PTSD
(post-traumatic stress disorder), I
will file for divorce. Your choice.”

Authorities said Bogoslavski
wrote back: “When I come divorce
won’t help. Cause I'm making the
news today.” He added, according
to the criminal complaint, “Gun
in each hand.” Then he allegedly
wrote, “Probably won’t make it all
the way up but u will get my last
point I will ever make. Someone is
going on be grieving for their fam-
ily members today. Including my
family. I PROMISE YOU THAT.”

Police detained Bogoslavski at
a home in Cheverly, Md., the day
the texts were sent and took him to
Prince George’s Hospital Center
for an emergency mental health
evaluation, said Cheverly police
Detective Bernard Jones. Officers
from the U.S. Capitol Police ar-
rested Bogoslavski after he was
released from the hospital.

When they executed a search
warrant at Bogoslavki’s home in
Cheverly, law enforcement offi-
cers found two loaded handguns
— a 40-caliber Taurus and a 45-
caliber Springfield Armory — and
additional ammunition, according
to court papers.

“Considering we found two guns
in the search ... and considering
he has extensive combat training,
this was a pretty credible threat,”
Jones said. “Had we not inter-
vened, I'm a little bit afraid of what
could have possibly happened.”

Bogoslavski has been charged
with making threats to commit
violence, and if he is convicted, he
faces up to five years in prison.

The complaint says that after
his arrest, Bogoslavski told police
that he suffered from PTSD, had
trouble sleeping and “was feeling
frustrated adjusting to civilian life
after serving in the U.S. Army.”

He also said he had two hand-
guns and two assault rifles at a
friend’s home in North Carolina,
according to federal authorities.
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Pentagon 2008 study
suggests Putin has
Asperger’s syndrome

By Ray LocKER
USA Today

WASHINGTON — A study
from a Pentagon think tank the-
orizes that Russian President
Vladimir Putin has Asperger’s
syndrome, “an autistic disorder
which affects all of his decisions,”
according to the 2008 report ob-
tained by USA Today.

Putin’s “neurological devel-
opment was significantly inter-
rupted in infancy,” wrote Brenda
Connors, an expert in movement
pattern analysis at the U.S. Naval
War College in Newport, R.I.
Studies of his movement, Connors
wrote, reveal “that the Russian
President carries a neurological
abnormality.”

The 2008 study was one of many
by Connors and her colleagues,
who are contractors for the Of-
fice of Net Assessment (ONA), an
internal Pentagon think tank that
helps devise long-term military
strategy. The 2008 report and a
2011 study were provided to USA
Today as part of a Freedom of In-
formation Act request.

Researchers can’t prove their
theory about Putin and Asperg-
er’s, the report said, because they
‘were not able to perform a brain
scan on the Russian president.
The report cites work by autism
specialists as backing their find-
ings. It is not known whether
the research has been acted on
by Pentagon or administration
officials.

The 2008 report cites Dr.
Stephen Porges, who is now a
University of North Carolina

Russian President Viadimir
Putin heads a cabinet meeting
Wednesday outside Moscow.

psychiatry professor, as conclud-
ing that “Putin carries a form of
autism.” However, Porges said
Wednesday he had never seen the
finished report and “would back
off saying he has Asperger’s.”

Instead, Porges said, his analy-
sis was that U.S. officials needed
to find quieter settings in which
to deal with Putin, whose behav-
ior and facial expressions reveal
someone who is defensive in large
social settings. Although these
features are observed in Asperg-
er’s, they are also observed in
individuals who have difficulties
staying calm in social settings
and have low thresholds to be re-
active. “If you need to do things
with him, you don’t want to be in
a big state affair but more of one-
on-one situation someplace some-
where quiet,” he said.

Putin’s actions have been
under particular scrutiny since
early 2014, when Russian an-
nexed Crimea from neighboring
Ukraine.

Shiite rebels declare
takeover of Yemen

By AuMED Avr-Has
The Associated Press

SANAA, Yemen — Yemen’s
powerful Shiite rebels announced
on Friday that they have taken
over the country and have dis-
solved parliament, a dramatic
move that finalizes their months-
long power grab.

The development also plunges
the impoverished country deeper
into turmoil and threatens to turn
the crisis into a full-blown sec-
tarian conflict, pitting the Iran-
backed Houthi Shiites against
Sunni tribesmen and secession-
ists in the south.

It also could play into the hands
of Yemen’s al-Qaida branch, the
world’s most dangerous offshoot
of the terror group, and could
jeopardize the U.S. counterter-
rorism operations in the country.

In a televised announcement
from the Republican Palace in
the Yemeni capital of Sanaa, the
Houthi rebels said they are form-
ing a five-member presidential
council that will replace Presi-

dent Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi
for an interim two-year period.

The Houthis alsosaid that “Rev-
olutionary Committee” would be
in charge of forming a new par-
liament with 551 members. The
committee is the security and in-
telligence arm of the rebel group,
led by Mohammed Ali al-Houthi,
relative to the Houthis’ leader,
Abdel-Malek al-Houthi.

The statement in Sanaa, read
by an unidentified announcer,
claimed that it marked “a new
era that will take Yemen to safe
shores.”

It comes after political parties
failed to meet a Houthi-imposed
deadline on Wednesday to agree
on an acceptable way forward.

Houthis’ rising dominance
— which included a raid of the
presidential palace and a siege
of Hadi’s residence — forced the
president and all Cabinet mem-
bers to submit their resignations
in January.

The announcement did not give
a timetable for elections and gave
no indication on the fate of Hadi.

PeTr Davip Josex/AP

A resident rides his bicycle past a destroyed building Friday in the town of Vuhlehirsk, Ukraine.

Leaders go to Moscow to
push Ukraine peace effort

By FRANK JORDANS
AND SyLVIE CORBET
The Associated Press

BERLIN — In a top-level dip-
lomatic dash, French President
Francois Hollande and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel flew to
Moscow on Friday to seek a cease-
fire and then a lasting peace for
war-wracked eastern Ukraine.

Their meeting with Russian
President Vladimir Putin comes
a day after the two talked with the
Ukrainian government in Kiev
about how to salvage a peace plan
agreed upon last year in Minsk,
Belarus.

“Everyone is aware that the
first step must be the cease-fire,
but that it cannot suffice. We must
seek a global solution,” Hollande
told journalists in Paris before
heading to the airport.

Even getting the arms to fall
silent would be a significant dip-
lomatic breakthrough. Fighting
between Russian-backed rebels
and the government in Kiev has
surgedin the past month in eastern
Ukraine. That has fueled fears the
conflict is threatening Europe’s
overall security and prompted
the U.S. to consider giving lethal
‘weapons to Ukraine, an option op-
posed by European nations.

Russia has vehemently denied
backing the rebels with troops
and weapons, but the top NATO
commander, U.S. Air Force Gen.
Philip Breedlove, said Thursday
that Russia continues to supply
the separatists with heavy, state-
of-the-art weapons, air defenses
and fighters.

In Berlin, Merkel said she
and Hollande would use “all our
power with direct visits to Kiev
and to Moscow today to stop the
bloodshed as soon as possible and
to fill the Minsk agreement with

IVAN SEKRETAREV/AP

German Chancellor Angela
Merkel, right, arrives at Vnukovo
airport in Moscow on Friday.

life.”

“We are convinced that there’s
no military solution to this con-
flict,” Merkel added. “But we also
know that it's completely open
‘whether we will manage to achieve
a cease-fire with these talks.”

She rejected reports that she
and Hollande were prepared
to offer more territory to the
Ukraine separatists, saying “I
will never deal with territorial
questions over another country.”

In Brussels, U.S. Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden questioned Putin’s
willingness to seek peace.

“(Putin) continues to call for
new peace plans as his troops
roll through the Ukrainian coun-
tryside and he absolutely ignores
every agreement that his country
has signed in the past and that he
has signed,” Biden said.

Biden insisted the 28-nation
European Union and the United
States needed to stand together
and support the government of
Ukraine with financial and politi-
cal aid.

Meanwhile, the foreign minis-
ters of Russia, Ukraine, Germany

and France were all expected at
the Munich Security Confer-
ence, which starts Friday and is
expected to be dominated by the
conflict in Ukraine.

The head of the conference,
former German diplomat Wolf-
gang Ischinger, called Merkel and
Hollande’s trip to Moscow a “last,
resolute attempt to implement the
Minsk cease-fire agreement.”

“All sides know that fighting
over every square meter won’t
help anyone. What’s needed now
is calm so there can be nego-
tiations,” Ischinger told German
public broadcaster ZDF.

On the ground in eastern
Ukraine, the rebels and the
Ukrainian authorities agreed
Friday on a humanitarian corri-
dor to evacuate civilians from the
epicenter of the fighting, Debalt-
seve, a key railway hub between
the two main rebel-controlled cit-
ies of Donetsk and Luhansk.

A local cease-fire held as sev-
eral dozen buses drove from
nearby Vuhelhirsk toward De-
baltseve, where residents have
been trapped in the crossfire and
left without power, heating or run-
ning water for almost two weeks.

Eduard Basurin, a rebel spokes-
man, said authorities expected to
evacuate about 1,000 civilians Fri-
day and they would be offered the
choice of going to either rebel- or
government-controlled territory.

But artillery duels between the
rebels and government forces still
rumbled through Donetsk, where
one disenchanted resident had lit-
tle hope for the success of the new
European peace initiative.

“I don’t expect anything. I'm
so tired of this. It has been going
on for so long,” said retiree Esfira
Papunova.
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Boko Haram attacks town inside Niger

The Associated Press

NIAMEY, Niger — Islamic ex-
tremists from Nigeria attacked a
border town inside the neighbor-
ing country of Niger, marking the
second foreign country attacked
by the group known as Boko
Haram in several days.

The escalation in violence came
as regional leaders meet for a sec-
ond day in the Cameroonian capital

to finalize plans for a coordinated
military response to the terror
group blamed for killing 10,000
people during the past year.

On Wednesday and Thursday,
Boko Haram fighters attacked a
town inside Cameroon, leaving
nearly 100 people dead and some
500 others wounded, according to
Cameroonian officials.

Abba Hassan, a pharmacist
reached in the border town of

Bosso, Niger, said other Boko
Haram militants attacked the
community early Friday and that
soldiers fought an hourlong battle
with them that caused the Boko
Haram members to withdraw,
leaving the streets deserted.
“Niger and Chadian planes are
conducting surveillance at the
moment in town and troops on the
ground are combing through the

streets,” Hassan told The Associ-
ated Press by phone.

The region of Niger where the
violence took place is an area
where refugees already have ar-
rived by the thousands seeking
safety from Boko Haram attacks
elsewhere.

After being bombed out of sev-
eral Nigerian towns, hundreds of
Boko Haram fighters responded

by attacking Fotokol in Cameroon
earlier this week, razing mosques
and churches and warning Ni-
geria’s neighbors not to join the
battle against their insurgency.

Last week, African leaders
authorized a 7,500-strong force
to fight the extremists, includ-
ing pledges of troops from Ni-
geria, Cameroon, Chad, Niger
and Benin.

Slovakia to vote on
restricting gay rights

The Associated Press

BRATISLAVA, Slovaki — A big
billboard of Pope Francis hangs
over the center of Slovakia’s capi-
tal, urging citizens to vote “Yes”
in a referendum on restricting gay
rights.

The vote this weekend in this
predominantly Roman Catholic
nation — which follows a similar
one that succeeded in Croatia in
2013 — points to a cultural divide
within the European Union in
which more established western
members are rapidly granting
new rights to gays, while eastern
newcomers entrench conservative
attitudes toward LGBT people.

Last year, Britain became the
latest EU nation to legalize gay
marriage, joining nine others —
all in the bloc’s west. Meanwhile,
Croatia, Hungary, Poland and
Slovakia in the EU’s east all have
enacted constitutional bans on gay
marriage.

In Saturday’s vote, Slovaks will
be asked whether they agree to
three points: that marriage can
only be called a union between
man and woman; that same-sex
partners must be barred from
adopting children; and that it’s up
to parents to decide whether their
children receive sex education.
While the constitution already
defines marriage as between man

and woman, the campaigners de-
cided it was important to include
the question in the referendum
to reinforce traditional family
values.

Slovakia’s anti-gay marriage
movement has received massive
support from the Catholic Church
—and Francis this week even gave
his blessing to the referendum in
an address on St. Peter’s Square.
A conservative group, the Alli-
ance for Family, forced the Slova-
kian vote by gathering more than
400,000 signatures, well above the
required 350,000.

Anna Veresova, a leader of the
alliance, called moves to redefine
marriage and family in western
Europe and the United States
“nonsensical.”

She said it’s precisely because
conservatives like her feel threat-
ened by the West that the move-
ment felt the need to act. “We
can hardly say that Slovakia is
an isolated island in the middle of
an ocean that can’t be affected,”
Veresova said. “That’s not true.”

Some 10,000 volunteers, from
students to pensioners, have
spread the alliance’s message
across the country after major
television networks — including
the country’s public television net-
work — refused to broadcast its
campaign ad ridiculing the adop-
tion of a child by a gay couple.

‘Sacred Sperm’ explores
ultra-Orthodox taboos

JERUSALEM — Like so many
parents, Ori Gruder was grappling
with how to talk to his 10-year-old
son about sex. Being a member
of Israel’s ultra-Orthodox reli-
gious community, which tends to
keep discussions of sexuality to a
whisper, made the task even more
difficult.

So Gruder created “Sacred
Sperm,” an hourlong documen-
tary in which he tries to tackle
the hard questions he can expect
from his son. The film presents an
intimate, informative and at times
awkward look at the insular reli-
gious community and its approach
to sexuality, fleshing out deeply
entrenched taboos in the conser-
vative society.

“What is it about that little
sperm that looks like a tadpole
and has everyone so hot and
bothered?” Gruder ponders in

his narration of the film.

Gruder, 44, a father of six, gives
the viewer a rare peek into private
ultra-Orthodox lives, taking the
camera into his own home, into
ritual baths and circumcision cer-
emonies, to the religious school
system and more.

Under Orthodox Judaism, mas-
turbation is forbidden, seen as a vi-
olation of an age-old covenant with
God that promotes and encourag-
es procreation. Sex is viewed as a
sacred act and intercourse is per-
missible only after marriage.

Talking freely and openly about
sex is also taboo. Many Orthodox
Jews do not touch members of the
opposite sex except their spouses,
and the sexes are usually separat-
ed in school and prayer.

The film already has been
shown in Jerusalem, London and
California and is touring the U.S.
festival circuit, including Atlanta
on Feb. 15.

From The Associated Press

WALLY SANTANA/AP

Relatives from mainland China react as they watch divers recover bodies at the site of the TransAsia
Airways Flight 235 plane crash in Taipei, Taiwan, on Friday.

Both TransAsia plane engines
lost power before Taiwan crash

The Associated Press

TAIPEI, Taiwan — One of the
engines on TransAsia Airways
Flight 235 went idle 37 seconds
after takeoff, and the pilots ap-
parently shut off the other before
making a futile attempt to restart
it, Taiwan’s top aviation safety of-
ficial said Friday.

The details were presented at a
news conference in Taipei by Avi-
ation Safety Council Executive
Director Thomas Wang as pre-
liminary findings from the flight
data recorder.

Wednesday’s crash into a river
in Taipei minutes after takeoff
killed at least 35 people and left
eight missing. Fifteen people
were rescued with injuries after
the accident, which was captured
in a dramatic dashboard cam-
era video that showed the ATR
72 propjet banking steeply and
scraping a highway overpass be-
fore it hurtled into the Keelung
River.

Wang said the plane’s right en-
gine triggered an alarm 37 sec-
onds after takeoff. However, he
said the data showed it had not

shut down, or “flamed out” as the
pilot told the control tower, but
rather moved into idle mode, with
no change in the oil pressure.

Then, 46 seconds later, the left
engine was shut down, apparently
by one of the pilots, so that neither
engine was producing any power.
A restart was attempted, but the
plane crashed just 72 seconds
later.

Wang said it was too early to
draw firm conclusions about
the reasons why the first engine
ceased producing power.

“It’s only the third day so we
can’t say too much,” Wang said.
“We haven’t ruled anything out.”

It’s unclear why the second
engine was shut down, since the
plane was capable of flying with
one engine. Several Internet avia-
tionsites, including Flightradar24,
questioned whether the pilots may
have turned off the wrong engine
in an attempt to restart the idled
one.

Taiwanese Vice President Wu
Den-yih, mindful of the island’s
reputation as a tourist destination
and its tense relations with China
where most of the flight’s passen-

gers were from, went to a Taipei
funeral parlor for prayer sessions
to pay respects.

At the parlor, where bodies are
being stored, Wu expressed con-
dolences and praised pilot Liao
Chien-chung, who died in the
crash. The pilots may have de-
liberately steered the plane away
from buildings and into the river
in the final moments.

“When it came to when it was
clear his life would end, (the pilot)
meticulously grasped the flight
operating system and in the final
moments he still wanted to con-
trol the plane to avoid harming
residents in the housing commu-
nities,” Wu said.

“Tothe plane’s crew, the victims
... T here express condolences.”

Divers with a local fire agency
found one female and three male
bodies Friday along the muddy
Keelung River bottom about SO
yards from the crash site, a Taipei
City Fire Department official sur-
named Chen said.

The agency suspects the eight
bodies that are still missing may
be in equally murky areas and has
sent 190 divers to look for them.
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OPINION

S&P fine justified for role in recession

By ArTHUR I. CYR

Simultaneously, S&P was aggressively
conducting pre-emptive maneuvers. In
August 2011, the firm downgraded the
slandmg of the United States from AAA.
ile, global demand for U.S. gov-

‘ ‘ am shocked, shocked to find ...

gambling ...” This famous line

of the cymcal Captain Renault
to Ricl

in the film classic “Casablanca comes

to mind in reflecting on the practices of

American credit rating agencies.

Standard & Poor’s of McGraw Hill Fi-
nancial is a pre-eminent credit rating com-
pany. On Tuesday the company announced
$1.38 billion will be paid to settle federal
fraud charges regarding ratings of mort-
gage-backed investments.

Collapse of these securities began the
global financial meltdown and recession.
The agreement comes almost exactly two
years after the U.S. Justice Department
began the prosecution. Authorities focused
on March to October 2007, just before the
market failed. The indictment alleged
warnings from the industry’s own analysts
were ignored for at least three years.

When S&P was charged, company attor-
ney Floyd Abrams responded immediately
that his client was being singled out. He
argued S&P was only guilty of optimism,
along with other firms and indeed the U.S.
Treasury.

This lawyer’s shock was not heard 'round
the world. Alleged wrongdoing by others
does not absolve S&P. Additionally, gov-
ernment agencies have a limited authority
to intervene in free markets.

ernment bonds increased even as the
downgrade made international news.

Company officials declared that the
downgrade reflected high and growing
deficit and debt levels of the U.S. govern-
ment, and doubts about capacity and will
to correct the situation. With moralistic
solemnity, the credit crunchers announced
this was the first time in history their firm
had moved the U.S. down from AAA.

When an NPR interviewer at the time
asked a Standard & Poor’s representative
about shocking lapses in private-sector
evaluation, the executive responded that
that was handled by another section of
the company. In “Casablanca” vernacular,
the S&P guy played dumb and passed the
buck.

Which brings us to President Harry
Truman, who displayed a sign on his desk
in the Oval Office stating “The Buck Stops
Here.” Truman and other Allied leaders
of that time faced seemingly endless chal-
lenges, including World War II, the Cold
War that began soon after defeat of the
Axis, the Korean War, and U.S. debt great-
er than today. New federal programs to aid
the retired and unemployed, educate mil-
lions of returning veterans, and regulate
labor and management were uncertain re-

garding either effectiveness or expense.

Yet S&P did not downgrade the United
States at that time.

Why not?

Because equating the U.S. national gov-
ernment, which commands vast actual and
potential assets, with the balance sheets of
even enormous commercial corporations
is absurd.

In that turbulent earlier time, national
unity was essential. A credit ratings com-
pany that downgraded our government
would have rightly been ostracized.

S&P publications of that era reveal a Wall
Street cheerleader, constantly exhorting
people to buy stocks, described as under-
valued. Yet people remained unconvinced.
For years after the Great Depression,
credit ratings firms were widely regarded
as shills of discredited Wall Street. Despite
economic revival, stock prices did not rise
to levels predating the 1929 crash until
1954.

Financial services firms today resent
re-regulation by Washington and strike
back by appealing to general public cyni-
cism regarding government.

The Justice Department declined to
bring criminal charges. Fortunate ratings
companies including S&P should grate-
fully, honestly evaluate their practices and
pursue self-reform, immediately.

Arthur 1. Cyr is Clausen Distinguished Professor
at Carthage College and author of “After the Cold

Obama policies weaken military, embolden enemies

By Douc LAMBORN

“I believe in a smarter kind of American
leadership. We lead best when we combine
military power with strong diplomacy;
when we leverage our power with coalition
building; when we don’t let our fears blind
us to the opportunities that this new cen-
tury presents. That’s exactly what we're
doing right now — and around the globe, it
is making a difference.”

— President Barack Obama, Jan. 20

resident Obama made that bold

pronouncement in his State of the

Union address. Unfortunately, the

reality of the Obama administra-
tion is the exact opposite: Obama’s weak
foreign policy is masking how much dam-
age his cuts to our military are doing.

The weakness of the president’s foreign
policy is painfully obvious. He won’t stand
with our allies like France when they are
hurting. He is sacrificing our relationship
with Israel in a vain attempt to befriend
Iran. He left our friends in Ukraine to
their own devices as Russians invaded
their country. Obama draws lines in the
sand, and then immediately ignores them,
making them meaningless to every nation
in the world. Even his supposed foreign
policy successes, like Libya, have devolved
into disasters because of the politically
motivated decision to lead from behind.
Simply put, Obama is alienating our allies
and aiding our enemies.

Even liberal foreign policy leaders are
growing more critical of Obama’s foreign
policy. Leslie Gelb, a Carter and Clinton
administration official and former presi-
dent of the Council on Foreign Relations,

recently wrote: “The Obama team lacks
the basic instincts and judgment necessary
to conduct U.S. national security policy in
the next two years. It’s simply too danger-
ous to let Mr. Obama continue as is — with
his current team and his way of making
decisions.”

The other dangerous facet to this failed
foreign policy is how it is hiding the harm
being done by the president’s draconian
cuts to our military. For example, previ-
ous presidents of both parties likely would
have sent an aircraft carrier into the Black
Sea or the Baltic Sea to respond to Russian
aggression. However, Obama’s budget cuts
have made this extremely difficult — we
simply don’t have enough aircraft carri-
ers today. In fact, as I write this, we have
one aircraft carrier deployed in the Middle
East, and that’s it. We have no carriers in
the Mediterranean Sea as Libya dissolves
and the threat of al-Qaida grows across
northern Africa. No carriers in the Indian
Ocean. Even though there has supposedly
been a “pivot” to the Pacific, reports now
show that over a third of the time, there is
no carrier in the Pacific Ocean. The bad ac-
tors in the western Pacific can sleep more
easily, knowing that we are not there.

Unfortunately, what is true of aircraft
carriers is also true of other vital military
assets like bombers and advanced fighter
aircraft, or missile defense and special op-
erations units — because Obama has been
decimating the defense budget, cutting the
number of personnel in our military and
cutting the aircraft, ships and equipment
those men and women in uniform need to
fight and win.

A smaller military can only be stretched

for so long before it becomes hollow, leav-
ing soldiers without training, airmen with-
out aircraft, and servicemen and women
struggling with overly long deployments.

A smaller military means that the en-
emies of America have more freedom to
plot, plan and execute destructive actions
against our interests and allies.

In his State of the Union speech, Obama
claimed to be connecting “military power
with strong diplomacy.” The truth is that
the president is weakening our military
and failing at diplomacy.

Even worse, Obama’s incoherent for-
eign policy is hiding the true impact of
defense budget cuts. The president fails
to grasp that a weakened military will
lead to weakened diplomacy, which will
lead to increased risk to the United States.
The purpose for a strong military is not to
make war, but to prevent war by reinforc-
ing diplomacy. As President Ronald Rea-
gan famously said, we want peace through
strength. The enemies of America will
take diplomacy much more seriously if the
United States and our allies have a power-
ful and credible military.

Congress must stand up in a bipartisan
fashion against Obama’s foreign policy
and defense failures. The president’s dan-
gerous combination of failed foreign policy
and devastating defense cuts must be op-
posed at every turn.

If we want true peace, we must be strong
diplomatically and militarily. This has
worked for America in the past and will
work again in the future.

Doug Lamborn, a Republican, represents
Colorado's 5th District in the U.S. House of

Representatives. He serves on the House Armed
Services and Veterans' Affairs committees.
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US’ good fortune invites long-term thinking

By Davip IeNaTIUS

WASHINGTON
iccolo Machiavelli, perhaps the
shrewdest political philosopher
in history, believed that great
events were shaped by luck — or

“fortuna” as he called this unpredictable
force of life. The same actions might pro-
duce success or failure, depending on the
‘whims of the goddess Fortuna.

You wouldn’t know it by listening to
gloomy commentators, but the United
States has been extremely lucky of late. Its
inherent economic strength has become
more obvious. Meanwhile, its adversaries
have suffered reversals — some of their
own making, others because of bad luck.

With this advantageous position, the
U.S. can afford to think like a superpow-
er. It shouldn’t rush to make concessions
to weaker nations, or to gain agreements
that aren’t fully ripe, as may be the case
with the current nuclear talks with Iran. It
shouldn’t be shy about helping its friends,
or making its adversaries pay the costs of
their reckless behavior, as in dealing with
Russia’s aggression in Ukraine.

It’s a diabolical piece of luck, too, that the
Islamic State, which poses a deadly threat
in Syria and Irag, has taken the hideous ac-
tion of burning alive a Jordanian Muslim
pilot. Millions of Arabs are outraged and
calling for revenge. With this death-cult
action, the extremists have done more to
undermine their standing than a thousand
U.S. bombing raids or a million State De-
partment propaganda tweets could have
accomplished.

Americans are always asking why the
Arabs don’t denounce atrocities commit-
ted in the name of Islam. Well, it’s happen-
ing now. “Barbarity,” screams the headline
in the London-based Arabic newspaper
Al-Hayat. “Vicious,” says the emir of Ku-
wait. A “brutal, heinous crime,” says Saudi

MagriaL Trezziv, KevsTone/AP

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, left, listens to Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif in Geneva during a bilateral meeting ahead of nuclear talks last month.

Arabia. The U.S. shouldn’t raise its voice
louder than the indignant Muslim world.
Restrain the rhetoric; use force invisibly;
act like a superpower.

To understand the current “correlation
of forces,” as the Russians like to say, let’s
look at some evidence about American eco-
nomic power gathered by Goldman Sachs
last month in its 2015 outlook titled “U.S.
Preeminence.”

First, GDP growth: From the peak before
the 2008 financial crisis, the U.S. economy
has grown a further 8.1 percent in real
terms, compared with declines of 2.2 per-
cent for the eurozone and 1.1 percent for
Japan. The gap between GDP growth rates

in fast-rising emerging-market economies
and the U.S. shrank from 6.5 percentage
points in 2007 to 2.6 points in 2014, and it’s
expected to narrow further this year to 1.2
points as China slows.

When you look at business statistics, the
gains are even more striking. The debt
leverage of listed U.S. companies is lower
than that of firms in any of its trading part-
ners. U.S. labor productivity is substantial-
ly higher than that of the eurozone, Japan
or any emerging-market country. In terms
of average manufacturing costs, the U.S.
has an advantage over every one of the 10
largest exporters, except China.

Finally, there’s the remarkable growth

in U.S. energy production. In 2014, the
United States surpassed Saudi Arabia to
become the top oil and gas producer in
the world, six years earlier than analysts
had expected. Some of the incentive for
producing shale oil and gas has declined,
as oil prices have fallen about 50 percent
from their peak last July. But that’s great
news for U.S. consumers.

Powerful countries such as the U.S. have
the wind at their back. They don’t need to
rush things in the clamor of partisan poli-
tics and 24-hour news cycles. That’s why
I hope the Obama administration won’t
make too many concessions to Iran in its
eagerness to reach a nuclear deal. If the
Iranians are truly ready to turn away from
confrontation and verifiably unplug their
nuclear program, fine. If not, let’s wait.
In a world of low oil prices and an Iranian
population desperate to end its isolation,
time doesn’t favor the Iranian hard-liners.

On Ukraine, a powerful U.S. has been
wise to leave open the exit ramp for a reck-
less Russian President Vladimir Putin —
and to accept the idea of a future Ukraine
that accommodates Russian and Western
interests. This effort continued Thurs-
day in Kiev. But if Putin foolishly spurns
compromise and continues his proxy war
in eastern Ukraine, the U.S. should pro-
vide limited arms to Kiev, as argued this
week by experts from the Atlantic Coun-
cil, the Brookings Institution and the Chi-
cago Council on Global Affairs. If Putin
escalates further, at a time when Russia
is weakened by low oil prices, he faces a
ruinous war across Ukraine. His decision,
not ours.

Fortune blesses strong nations, but only
when they act with resolve. Squandering
America’s real advantage to gain short-
term diplomatic success would be a big
mistake.

David Ignatius is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.

CEO admits the obvious: Twitter has failed on abuse

By CarrLIN DEWEY
The Washington Post

witter chief executive Dick Costolo

has never deigned to address ram-

pant harassment on his platform,

despite the frequency with which
that subject makes the news.

But on Wednesday, in the wake of a
blockbuster radio piece by the feminist
writer Lindy West, Costolo at last admitted
to a fatal flaw of his platform that hundreds
of critics and troll-battered tweeters have
pointed out already: Twitter has become
an ideal platform for harassment, in large
part because the site has done so little to
combat it.

“We suck at dealing with abuse and
trolls on the platform and we’ve sucked at
it for years,” Costolo wrote, in a company
memo obtained by the Verge. “It’s no se-
cret and the rest of the world talks about
it every day. ... There’s no excuse for it. I
take full responsibility for not being more
aggressive on this front. It’s nobody else’s
fault but mine, and it’s embarrassing.”

Embarrassing that it took so long, sure
— butin the long battle for a safer and more
equitable Internet, Costolo’s statement is
an almost unprecedented step forward.
For one thing, it’s candid and transparent
to a degree that’s pretty much unheard of,
for any executive in any industry. (Twitter,
specifically, has always been circumspect
about its harassment initiatives and poli-
cies, something an advocacy group faulted
it for at length in a September report.)

“Just the fact that this is finally being ac-

knowledged — even though it was leaked
and wasn’t meant to be public — is a huge
relief for those of us who have been ham-
mering away at it for so long,” said West,
who has suffered abuse and threats on
Twitter for years.

But more important than that, even,
Costolo’s statement validates the very ex-
istence of online abuse — a ridiculous no-
tion, maybe, given the legacy of incidents
such as Gamergate but still very much a
subject of ambiguity and dispute. After all,
one of the most insidious things about ha-
rassment, online or off it, is that so many
people continue to insist that it doesn’t hap-
pen. That puts victims in an impossible sit-
uation, forced not only to demand redress
but to prove that the abuse was legitimate
in the first place.

West accurately sums up the response
that victims often receive: get off the com-
puter; grow a thicker skin; get over it; stop
“legislating feels.” In a phrase: This is the
Internet, ergo this is not real, ergo every-
thing you say about it is also not legitimate
or worth addressing.

Explicitly acknowledging abuse, and
refusing to tolerate it, “doesn’t seem like
a radical stance to me,” West said. “But,
I mean, apparently it took them actually
hearing me cry on the radio to tip this criti-
cal mass that’s been building.”

Twitter has long paid lip service to fixing
abuse, of course. And over the past year and
a half, the platform has made small chang-
es to the way it handles moderation and re-
porting. But Twitter’s general malaise on
the subject of abuse has certainly led many

— including yours truly — to believe that it
doesn’t take victims very seriously.

In the summer of 2013, the British femi-
nist Caroline Criado-Perezand Labor Party
politician Stella Creasy both made head-
lines for the torrent of Twitter abuse they
received after a campaign to get a woman
on English currency. (Criado-Perez left
home for her safety; a British court later
sentenced one of her abusers to 18 weeks in
prison.) Twitter quickly apologized to the
women and added a new in-tweet report-
ing button that, the site said, would help
make people “feel safe on Twitter.”

A year later, however, gruesome, high-
profile incidents broke out again, first
around the death of actor Robin Williams,
whose daughter Zelda was heckled by
trolls who claimed she drove her father to
suicide, and then by the cultural calamity
called Gamergate, in which several female
game developers and journalists were
threatened with rape or other violence.
The FBI has said it’s investigating those
cases — and Twitter again promised that
its policies would improve.

What does a promise from Twitter re-
ally amount to, though? Even as the site
claimed it would “not tolerate abuse of this
nature,” it was outsourcing research on
gender-based harassment to a two-person
nonprofit and dedicating huge technical
resources to features like an expanded
archive. (“What if Twitter improved their
privacy and harassment features instead
of launching group DM (which no one even
wants anyway),” Vice’s Sarah Emerson
asked.)

The tools Twitter did release in Decem-
ber — such as a “block page” that shows
users who they’ve blocked in the past— did
make the reporting process more pleasant
but failed to address some of the core un-
pleasantness that harassment victims face.
There is still no way, for instance, to report
two of the biggest problems advocates have
identified: sock puppet accounts and fake
photos or quotes attributed to the victim to
stir up further harassment.

West points out other problems, too,
like the fact that rejected abuse reports
are never explained, and the logistical
difficulty of reporting coordinated abuse
when it comes from a large mob of users.
Each tweet, taken on its own, may not raise
alarms with moderators, West says, but
when a user receives hundreds of hostile
messages, it can “be just as intimidating
as one or two extremely explicit, violent
ones.” She’d like to see Twitter and other
platforms “develop mechanisms to recog-
nize context and sustained abuse.”

At face value, at least, Costolo’s state-
ment would seem to represent some kind
of substantive change. But the true test
will be whether he backs up his words with
actual actions. West certainly hopes that’s
the case.

“Talk is cheap,” West said — but she’s
optimistic. “This memo is an encouraging
step, and hopefully the beginning of a sea
change in the industry.”

Caitlin Dewey runs The Intersect blog for The

Washington Post, writing about digital and
Internet culture.
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Bishop conducts Mass
in church after robbery
I A CUMMING — An early

January robbery at a
historic church in suburban Des
Moines compelled a bishop to
conduct a special service meant
to sanctify it.

Bishop Richard Pates and Fa-
ther Dan Kirby led a congrega-
tion of about 75 people Monday
through the 147-year-old church
at St. Patrick’s Irish Settlement in
Cumming, flinging holy water up
the walls in an effort to bless the
sanctuary following the theft.

Kirby told the Des Moines
Register the robbery was more
spiritually detrimental than fi-
nancially. The thief or thieves
stole a chalice containing wafers
that become the literal body of
Christ for Catholics during Mass
and several Bibles and prayer
books.

Pates said the wafers are “the
most sacred element” in the
Catholic faith, so their disappear-
ance made the so-called Mass of
reparation necessary.

Bill to raise speed limit
to 80 mph withdrawn
0 OKLAHOMA CITY

— Abill toincrease the
speed limit on Oklahoma turn-
pikes to 80 mph has been with-
drawn from consideration and
may not be heard this year.

Oklahoma City Republican Sen.
Ralph Shortey said Thursday that
his bill to increase the maximum
allowable speed on turnpikes
from 75 to 80 mph needs to be re-
written and he may not have time
to do so this session.

The bill had been scheduled for
a hearing Thursday before being
withdrawn.

Oklahoma Turnpike Authority
spokesman Jack Damrill said the
agency opposes the bill because
the turnpikes aren’t designed for
drivers to go that fast.

Shortey said he wants to rewrite
the bill to allow the Turnpike Au-
thority to raise the speed limit if it
would be safe to do so.

Ex-dentist is suspected
in bank robberies
c SANTA ANA — The
FBI says a former Or-
ange County dentist is suspected
of being the “rolled-sleeves ban-
dit” responsible for stealing more
than $21,000 from seven Califor-
nia banks.

The Los Angeles Times re-
ported Wednesday that Damian
Newhart was arrested last week
after someone recognized him
from security video distributed
to local media.

Newhart is being held at a Los
Angeles County jail with bail set
at $50,000.

The newspaper said the ban-
dit in the seven robberies got
his nickname because he wore
buttoned-down shirts with the
sleeves rolled up.

The latest robbery happened
last month in Huntington Beach.

State officials revoked Ne-
whart’s dental license last year
after they determined that he
wrote fraudulent prescriptions
for painkillers and other drugs
for his own use.

THE CENSUS

The

79

who support

Gov. Bill Haslam’s program to make community college and
technical schools free for upcoming graduates, according to a new poll by Middle Tennessee State University. The poll
showed 12 percent were against the program, known as Tennessee Promise, 8 percent were unsure and the rest gave
no answer. The telephone survey of 600 Tennesseans 18 and over was conducted from Jan. 25-27.

Kickball, or ‘duck’ball?

Heather Mager ducks during a kickball practice game Tuesday at Gadsden Park in Florida. Members of the four branches of the military
have been invited to take part in the first Gasparilla kickball tournament Saturday.

Police: Suspect used
wheelchair, pellet gun
P CONNELLSVILLE

— Police said two men
— including one using a wheel-

chair and armed with a pellet pis-
tol — broke into a sout! n

a robbery suspect. They said he
left his wallet at a Cape Canaver-
al convenience store he’s accused
of robbing.

The Brevard County Sheriff’s
Office said Benjamin Alexander
Shaw, 25, demanded money from
a Circle K store clerk Monday

Pennsylvania home and tried to
rob the residents.

Connellsville police  Chief
James Capitos said officers were
called about 11:30 p.m. Monday
during the incident, and arrived
to find Dean Firestone, 22, and
Asa Thompkins, 25, — who uses
a wheelchair — in the home, with
Thompkins holding one person at
gunpoint. The pellet gun resem-
bled a Glock pistol.

Firestone remains in the Fay-
ette County prison on burglary,
robbery and other charges, though
Thompkins was allowed to remain
free on unsecured bail until their
preliminary hearing Feb. 26.

Capitos said, “I've been here 37
years, I've never seen anybody in
a wheelchair commit an armed
robbery.”

Robbery suspect held
after wallet left behind
F CAPE CANAVERAL
— It was easy for au-
thorities in central Florida to find

night, thr to return with
a gun if he refused.

An arrest report said Shaw got
$40 and left the store. Police ar-
rived and the clerk handed them
Shaw’s wallet with an ID inside.

Florida Today reported Shaw
was found a few blocks away and
was arrested. The clerk identified
him and the incident was caught
on surveillance video.

Shaw remains in the Brevard
County Jail, charged with rob-
bery and possession of drug
paraphernalia.

Bill would OK concealed
guns without a permit

I BOISE — Idaho resi-
dents would be able to
carry concealed weapons without
a permit under a new bill intro-
duced by the House State Affairs
Committee on Thursday.

Greg Pruitt with the Idaho Sec-
ond Amendment Alliance said
the legislation, dubbed the “Con-
stitutional Carry” bill, would
not affect enhanced permits like

those required to carry concealed
‘weapons on college and universi-
ty campuses.

The panel voted to introduce
the bill along party lines, with its
four Democrats voting no.

Democratic Rep. Elaine Smith
from Pocatello raised concern
that the bill did not require any
formal training to carry a weap-
on. Pruitt responded that Idaho
residents are generally very re-
sponsible with their guns.

Five other states have similar
legislation.

Muslim Day to be held
at Oklahoma Capitol
o K OKLAHOMA CITY —
Muslims from across
Oklahoma will come to the state
Capitol later this month to learn
about the legislative process and
join panel discussions on issues
important to their community.

The Oklahoma chapter of the
Council on American-Islamic
Relations announced its first ever
“Muslim Day” will be held at
the Capitol on Feb. 27. Executive
Director Adam Soltani said he
expects more than 100 people to
attend the event.

Soltani said the event is de-
signed to encourage members of
the Muslim faith to be civically
engaged and communicate with

James Borchuck, Tampa Bay (Fia.) Times/AP

their lawmakers.

A similar event at the state Cap-
itol in Texas last week sparked
outrage after a group of vitriolic
protesters heckled Muslim par-
ticipants. One woman grabbed
the microphone and yelled about
Islam.

Officials: Teen’s Hitler
image posed no threat
N JACKSON — Authori-

ties have decided that
pictures posted on social media
by a teenager of herself dressed
like Hitler and of a popular Or-
thodox Jewish gathering spot
were not criminal.

A spokesman for the Ocean
County Prosecutor’s Office told
the Asbury Park Press that there
was never a danger posted to the
community.

Authorities said the girl posted
a picture of a spot where Ortho-
dox Jews go with the caption
“perfect bombing time.”

The girl is the daughter of a
New Jersey state police sergeant.
Ocean County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice spokesman Al Della Fave
said that the teen’s connection to
law enforcement did not lead to
special treatment.

From wire reports
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By Davip BAUDER,
Ly~ ELBER
AND FRAZIER MOORE
The Associated Press

enya Barris, creator of

ABC’s “black-ish,” was

motivated to write the

comedy about an Af-
rican-American family’s efforts
to honor its heritage in part by
the unreality of what he grew up
watching on television.

“I saw ‘Friends’ and ‘Seinfeld’
and thought, ‘What part of New
York is this?”” recalled Barris,
who is black. “It’s not about being
diverse. It’s about being true to
the world.”

His show comes 15 years after
civil rights groups, galvanized by
a lineup of new network series al-
most entirely devoid of minority
characters, sought and ultimate-
ly won agreements from major
broadcasters to put programs on
the air that better reflect the na-
tion’s population.

An AP analysis of regular cast
members of prime-time comedies
and dramas on ABC, CBS, NBC
and Fox found progress since
then in hiring black actors, but
slighted other minorities. Casts
at three of the four networks are
still whiter than the nation as a
whole.

That’s in contrast to a fall sea-
son that seemed to signal broad
change. Besides “black-ish” and a
trio of shows from black megapro-
ducer Shonda Rhimes, it offered
Asian-American crime fighters
and Latino families.

Among the key findings of the
AP analysis:

* ABC, NBC and Fox now have
a higher percentage of blacks in
prime time than there is in the
general population — a signifi-
cant change over 1999. The dif-
ference is most dramatic at Fox:
6.5 percent of characters in lead
or supporting roles were black in
1999 to 21 percent black this past
fall, a number that notched up
again with January’s premiere of
the black drama “Empire.”

* Other ethnic groups don’t
do nearly as well. While Latinos
are the nation’s largest minority
group at more than 17 percent of
the population, only Fox and ABC
have Latino representation of as
much as 10 percent.

« CBS, the nation’s most popu-
lar network, had the most diver-
sity 15 years ago and now has the
least. CBS programs are whiter
now than they were then.

Time has not made broadcast’s
role moot. Network fare remains
dominant for most consumers de-
spite the broad array of alterna-
tives. What Americans see — or
fail to see — has a powerful im-
pact on how individuals regard
themselves as part of the nation’s
mosaic.

Gina Rodriguez, the Golden
Globe-winning star of the CW’s
new telenovela-inspired comedy,
“Jane the Virgin,” knows what it’s
like to be left out of the TV pic-
ture.

“Ten years ago, when I was
looking at that screen and didn’t
see myself at all, I knew there
‘was no place (for me),” she said.

TV history contains minority
success stories. Desi Arnaz loved
Lucy in the 1950s; The “Roots”
miniseries set viewership records
in the 1970s; and Bill Cosby was
TV’s father figure in the 1980s.

SEE MINORITY ON PAGE 17

ABC/AP

MINORITY REPORT

Networks make unequal progress toward TV diversity

Clockwise from top:
Anthony Anderson,
left, and Tracee Ellis
Ross star in ABC’s
“black-ish”; Kerry
Washington stars in
ABC'’s “Scandal”;
Viola Davis, center,
stars in ABC’s “How
to Get Away with
Murder”; Lucy Liu,
left, and Jonny Lee

iller star in CBS’
“Elementary”; Lucille
Ball, left, and Desi
Arnaz starred in “1
Love Lucy,” whi
aired on CBS from
1951-57.
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Fair representation on TV
a long struggle for blacks

By Frazier MOORE
The Associated Press

ore than 60
years ago, a
new comedy
boasted an
all-black cast populat-
ing a Harlem commu-
nity with characters that
included an attorney, a
small businessman and a
civic-club president.

“Amos ‘n’ Andy” was
an instant hit in June
1951, when it made the
leap to television after
decades on radio.

But not everyone loved
it. It was blasted by the
NAACP for perpetuat-
ing black stereotypes
with what, at best, were
broad characterizations
— particularly Kingfish
Stevens, its underhanded
mastermind, whose mis-
sion in life was avoiding
work while cooking up
ways to fleece Andy, his
dim-witted chum.

For two years, “Amos
1’ Andy” remained a fix-
ture on CBS. Its episodes
then went into syndica-
tion for a successful run
that didn’t end until the
mid-1960s, when CBS
finally yielded to detrac-

tors, including the NAACP
with its continued pressure, and yanked the re-

runs from the air.

Even today, the show is vilified by some as
a display of racism. But “Amos ‘n’ Andy” also
stands as TV’s first all-black series, indeed the
only one until “Sanford and Son” was intro-
duced by Norman Lear in 1972 during a renais-
sance of black-oriented sitcoms.

Since TV’s infancy, the march toward fair
representation for various races and ethnicities
has been circuitous and rocky. Most minorities
remainunderrepresented, while African-Amer-
icans found their place in TV’s version of the
world routinely shortchanged or disparaged by
producers, networks and sponsors.

Consider singer Nat King Cole, who in 1956

Sitcoms such as “Amos ‘n’ Andy,”

above, “Good Times,” below, and “The
Coshy Show,” top, helped pave the way
for black actors on the small screen.

became the first promi-
nent black performer to
host a network variety
series. Even with the im-
pressively loyal support
of NBC (and big-name
guest stars, black and
white, rallying to join
him), Cole got little love
from skittish advertis-
ers. “The Nat ‘King’ Cole
Show” lasted only a year.

Comedian Flip Wil-
son got a much warmer
reception in 1970 when
his NBC comedy-vari-
ety show scored as that
season’s second-highest-
rated series. It ran for
four years.

Shortly after, Lear un-
veiled aslate of hit sitcoms
that addressed hot-button
issues of the day, par-
ticularly racial equality
as depicted in “Sanford
and Son” as well as CBS’
“Good Times” and “The
Jeffersons.”

Bill Cosby also helped
pave the way. His legacy
as a TV trailblazer is tak-
ing a beating with the
recent surge of sexual
abuse allegations. But
through the decades, he
repeatedly punctured
TV’s color barrier.

Back in 1965, he made

history co-starring with a white man (Robert
Culp) on NBC’s “I Spy,” the pioneering buddy

drama about two fast-living spies who masquer-

aded as a tennis pro and his trainer.

And, from 1984-92, he starred in “The Cosby
Show,” a smash hit for NBC where he played an
upscale family man and obstetrician. Cosby’s
eight seasons as Dr. Cliff Huxtable clinched his
identity as “America’s Dad.”

But there was no denying the distance trav-
eled in the portrayal of black characters on TV.

The first comedy to star a black woman
(ABC’s “Beulah” in 1950) set its leading lady in
the home of a white middle-class family, where
she jovially toiled as their maid. But in 2014, the
NBC drama “State of Affairs” premiered with a
black woman as president of the United States.

Non-black minority actors
face even larger challenges

hile minority ac-
d

progre: through
the years, advances on TV
aren’t the same among all
groups seeking greater repre-
sentation.

ABC, Fox and NBC can claim
a higher percentage of bla
on scripted prime-time sho
than there are in the general
population, but black charactt
oumumb Ldtmo: on those net-

S on CBS — de-
spite thcl bcmg more Latinos
(17.1 percent, according to 2013
U.S. Cen Bureau figur
than blacks (13.2 percent) in the
United States.

“What I found over the years
is that networks are so commit-
ted to devel i
they’re ver:
actually prog!
Mexican-America

a Longo the “Dehpel
Housewives” star who is pro-
ducing “Devious Maids” for
Lifetime and will star in the
upcoming sitcom “Telenovela”
for NBC.

When Fox and the now-de-
funct UPN started, they aired a
handful of ser
casts in the hope of gaining a
foothold with that audience be-
fore broadening their appeal.
While many of those shows
didn’t survive, they introduced
new talent to the ind

For Ldtlﬂ

of affirmative action. Moreoves

i have difficulty na
gating differences within the
Latino community; the experi-

s of people with di

Y a

ent. And
The Virgin”
Rodriguez,

won its s a
a Golden Globe

through, the ABC comedy
“Cristela” ich centers on an
ambitious Latina and her family
life, was slammed by some crit-
ics as perpetuating stereotypes.

Ablan Americans, who make
5.3 percent of the U.S.

fdll lineups included no more
than 2.6 percent Asian-Ameri-
can characters.

Their status has improved
since 1999, when the numbers
fell under 1 percent at two net-
works, and there is excitement
about ABC’s upcoming family
comedy “Fresh Off the Boat,”

s a Taiwanese hmlly
aid Daniel Mayeda, co-
man of the As
can Media (_oalmon

A low point w: rt-
lived melodrama "NOl th Shore,”

iy

person w: hned for each p art

and many of them had to appear

in bikinis for beach scenes.
flummoxed.

g
Even more slighted: Native
Americans and Alaska nativ
who the Census Bureau in 2013
put at about 1.2 percent of the
population but who, year after
d

, an actor and
rican Indians in

are routinely fr
s well, he said.

“You’re going to tell me that

dfter thousands of pre am-

after thousands

you can’t find one

small role, whether a judge or

a cabdriver or even a homeless

person that could be a vae
Amer

“They gm me the boiler-

plate: ‘We’re color blind, and

skin and color and race doesn’t

make a difference’ in casting,”

LireTime TeLEvision/AP

From left, Roselyn Sanchez, Edy Ganem, Ana Ortiz, Dania
Ramirez and Judy Reyes star in “Devious Maids,” a new series
about the lives of domestic workers and their wealthy bosses.




Saturday, February 7, 2015

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Pace 17

TELEVISION

REALITY CHECK

,.

A

&

Melissa Fumero, left,
and Stephanie Beatriz
star in the TV comedy
series, “Brooklyn
Nine-Nine.”

Fox/AP
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Producers made sure ‘Brooklyn Nine-Nine' reflected real world

By LynN ELBER
The Associated Press

tephanie Beatriz was preparing

for her second-round audition for

“Brooklyn Nine-Nine” when she

heard that another Latina actress,
Melissa Fumero, had won a role in the Fox
sitcom. Beatriz’s heart sank.

“I thought, ‘That’s it. The network is not
going to allow there to be two Latinas in
one show,’” Beatriz said. “I was so used to,
“There’s only room for one.””

Beatriz was wrong. The “Brooklyn Nine-
Nine” cast includes both of the actresses,
along with two African-Americans and five
whites.

Making sure “Brooklyn Nine-Nine” re-
flected the melting-pot world it’s drawn
from was key for Daniel J. Goor and Mi-
chael Schur. The veteran writers and pro-
ducers, whose credits include “Parks and
Recreation,” were mulling a joint project
when they quickly settled on a New York-
based police comedy.

“Police deal with people of all types:
races, genders, sexualities, which allows
for an unbelievable number of stories,”
Goor said. “And when you look at the
NYPD itself, it’s an incredibly diverse po-
lice force.”

Added Schur: “It seemed like the more
diverse, interesting-looking group of peo-
ple you had, the more fun the show would
be.”

The payoff for “Brooklyn Nine-Nine”
so far includes a 2014 Golden Globe best
comedy series trophy and solid ratings that
earned it a sophomore season.

Diversity also provided more than a
wealth of lively material for the show’s

nine-member writing staff, which includes
black, Indian-American and gay writers,
along with Goor and Schur, both of whom
are white. “From a practical point, it meant
we could open up the casting process re-
ally to anyone, which is a tremendous ad-
vantage,” Goor said. “We could say to the
casting director (Allison Jones), we want to
have two male cops and two female cops of
this age, and we can audition anyone.”

Word of Andy Samberg’s decision to leave
“Saturday Night Live” came after Goor
and Schur had a deal in place with Fox, and
they pursued him for the role of freewheel-
ing police detective Jake Peralta.

Terry Crews, the NFL player turned
actor, was hired shortly after to play Sgt.
Terry Jeffords. Crews’ audition was so im-
pressive that “we came up with a character
named Terry, which was really a bad nego-
tiating tactic,” Goor joked.

Andre Braugher was brought on as stern
precinct Capt. Ray Holt, a move notable
for the multiple Emmy Award-winning
actor’s shift from drama to comedy. Tough
black bosses are a TV staple, often lim-
ited to nothing more than barking orders,
but Holt’s personal life comes into play on
“Brooklyn Nine-Nine” and Braugher is far
from marginalized.

Other top roles went to Joe Lo Truglio,
Dirk Blocker and Joel McKinnon Miller as,
respectively, white detectives Boyle, Hitch-
cock and Scully, and Chelsea Peretti as an
administrator and assistant to Holt.

Then came a rare move for a network
series, with two of the three major female
roles going to Fumero (Detective Amy San-
tiago) and Beatriz (Detective Rosa Diaz).

“Again, we were searching for the best
(people),” Goor said.

Added Schur: “When we told the network
of our choices, the reaction was, ‘That’s
good, let’s move on.”

Painting the world of such a police de-
partment as “having all white faces would
be ridiculous,” said Dana Walden, chair-
man and CEO of the Fox Television Group.

Beatriz considers the fact that she and
Fumero were cast together to be “incred-
ible,” adding that the two “still look at each
other sometimes and go, ‘This is crazy!””

The actors not only measure up to their
real-life NYPD counterparts, part of a
force that’s more than half minority offi-
cers: They have been recognized by their
industry peers with a 2015 Screen Actors
Guild Award nomination for best TV com-
edy ensemble.

While none of the show’s characters is
window dressing, they also are not treated
as fodder for jokes or stereotypes about
race or, in the case of the gay Holt, sexual
orientation, Goor and Schur said.

When he considers his own colleagues,
Goor said, the basis for their contributions
to the workplace “isn’t their background.
It’s an influence of it, but it’s not the start-
ing point of every sentence they say or
every thought they have. That’s what I like
about how we write Capt. Holt: He wants to
have the best precinct there is. That’s his
goal and where he comes from.”

And that’s where producers aim to start
and end as well, making Holt — as with the
other characters — a man who’s the sum of
all his parts.

“You don’t reduce people to one thing
in the modern age. That’s our No. 1 rule of
writing,” Schur said.

Minority:
Advocates push
for more diversity
off screen, too

FROM PAGE 15

But by the fall of 1999, ABC,
NBC and Fox each had prime-
time casts that were 86 percent
white — at a time the U.S. Census
put the non-Latino white popula-
tion at 71.9 percent.

In fall 2014, with the non-La-
tino white population estimated
at 62.6 percent, CBS’ series cast
and characters were 79.2 percent
white; ABC’s were 72.7 percent;
and NBC’s were 69.7 percent. In
contrast, Fox’s slate stands at 60
percent white.

The Census Bureau counts
blacks as 13.2 percent of the U.S.
population. Blacks make up 19
percent of cast members in fall
shows on Fox and 15 percent on
ABC and NBC.

Although CBS pledged im-
provement in 1999, the number of
white characters on its fall 2014
series was up and black represen-
tation had slipped to just under 7
percent, less than half what it was
in 1999, according to the AP’s
tally from the network’s own cast
lists.

“We are victims of our own
success to a certain extent,” CBS
Entertainment President Nina
Tassler said. The network has
been the most-watched in prime
time for much of the past decade
and, as a result, has had less pro-
gramming churn.

CBS, which does have promi-
nent minority stars including
Asian actresses Maggie Q in
the lead role on “Stalker” and
Lucy Liu on “Elementary,” is not
complacent about the issue, said
Tassler, who is Latina.

Jennifer Salke, NBC’s enter-
tainment president, says shows
with all-white casts “would just
never fly” at NBC: All 13 of the
network’s scripted shows this
fall had at least one minority cast
member.

None of the minority cast mem-
bers on those shows, however,
enjoy marquee status: Alfre Wo-
odard is the U.S. president on
“State of Affairs,” but the show’s
star is Katherine Heigl. On
ABC, which has a nearly identi-
cal percentage of blacks on the
air as NBC, Kerry Washington
of “Scandal” and Viola Davis of
“How to Get Away With Murder”
are the leads.

People who follow the issue
say a key way to boost a minor-
ity presence on screen is to step
it up off screen. But too often that
isn’t part of the equation. Recent
studies have shown the extent to
which whites are dominant as
writers and directors.

Still, Jason George, an actor
who works on diversity issues for
the Screen Actors Guild-Ameri-
can Federation of Television and
Radio Artists, said he’s seen prog-
ress with minority actors getting
more well-rounded roles.

“You're suddenly a person and
not just a representative of a cul-
ture,” he said. “As an actor, that’s
what you want.”
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Male quilters pushing aesthetic boundaries and notions of virility in their art quilts

By Jessica GELT
Los Angeles Times

‘ ‘ ow would a guy make
a quilt?” Joel Otter-
son asked himself
when he began his
foray into the craft.

“He would make it out of concrete and
stone,” he answered. And so he did.

Otterson’s “quilts” consist of interlink-
ing blocks of concrete, stone and ceramics
that are meant to be walked and danced on
rather than slept under. One is 19 feet by
22 feet and made from six tons of concrete
and 500 dinner plates cut into 4,000 pieces.
There’s even a “crazy quilt” made from the
scraps of his concrete projects.

Otterson is one of eight artists involved
in “Man-Made: Contemporary Male Quil-
ters,” that opened Jan. 25 at the Craft &
Folk Art Museum in Los Angeles and is
curated by CAFAM Executive Director
Suzanne Isken. Cluttered with heavy metal
iconography and images of guns, basket-
balls, caustic political commentary and
the occasional expertly executed log cabin
pattern, the “Man-Made”
quilts prove that testosterone
and needlework aren’t mutu-
ally exclusive.

Men have been quilting
since the dawn of the 19th
century, but these artists ex-
press a fresh and irreverent
sense of masculinity and in
some cases sexuality through
mismatched patches of fabric
like never before. For them,
quilting is not an attention-
grabbing shtick. Isken says
the pieces on display fall in
the category of fine art based
on their technical acumen and
their ability to push aesthetic
boundaries and upend accept-
ed themes of the traditional
medium.

The art quilts of “Man-
Made” seek to sweep gender
paradigms into history’s dust-
bin, showing how the modern
men joining the global sewing
circle add a boisterous voice of virility to a
traditionally soft conversation, with inter-
esting wrinkles.

In addition to his work with concrete, Ot-
terson sews fabric quilts.

“I put a big naked cowboy in the middle
of it, just because I could,” he says, giggling
over a quilt in his colorful downtown L.A.
studio. “When in doubt, put some nudity in
it, I always say.”

He calls it his queer aesthetic. More-
over, he says, if women can become CEOs
of major corporations, he can sit at home
and sew.

“I'm a big, burly guy, and I’'m making
quilts,” he says.

Cluttering nearly every surface of his
light-filled space overlooking the damp
concrete cavity of the L.A. River: beads,
a riot of fabric, a kiln, a vintage black
May’d Best sewing machine on a wooden
table with a knee pedal and piles of books,
including a worn copy of “Woman’s Day
Book of American Needlework.”

Joel Otterson, one of eight exhibiting artists, is know for hard quilts, made
out of cement and pieces of plate, as well as soft, fabric quilts.

Otterson, 55, says in his “old age” he
has come to prefer needlework. He thinks
of it as his own brand of feminism. Or is it
feminist-lite?

The question of gender and gender iden-
tity is a source of debate when it comes to
male quilters, curator Isken says. It began
when Michael James, a leader of the art-
quilt movement that blossomed in the
1970s, wrote to the editor of Quilters News-
letter magazine, suggesting the need for a
new form of quilting, one that dismantled
tradition. Dozens of female readers im-
mediately criticized him, saying his ideas
would likely strip the craft of its female
and community-driven identity.

“But it turned out that a lot of male quil-
ters had tried to address their maleness
and otherness in the quilt world, and it
was really interesting,” says Isken, adding
that the work in “Man-Made” is particu-
larly noteworthy for its reflection of con-
temporary urban life. The unconventional
quilts are in no way, their creators stress,

intended to make fun
of or reduce the im-
portance of women
practicing the art.

Isken said she was
nervous about stag-
ing the show at first,
because CAFAM
is known for cham-
pioning the work
of women, but that
feeling lessened as
she got to know the work of the men in the
show.
“We’re not showing this because we
think one is better,” she says. “We're show-
ing one moment and one idea. There’s a
place for that amazing (feminist) history
and also a place for this.”

For his part, Luke Haynes, who wields
an industrial long-arm sewing machine
like a chain saw on the second floor of his
L.A. loft, says there is no gender bias in his
quiltmaking. Home economics isn’t just
for girls anymore, just like shop isn’t only
for boys. Plus, rabid consumer culture has
made the idea of buying a blanket more at-
tractive and much easier than making one,
so mothers and grandmothers don’t gener-
ally pass down the art form to their daugh-
ters the way they once did.

“Because there was a break in tradition,
we've seen a huge jump in male quilters.
It’s not moms to daughters, it’s YouTube to
whoever is interested,” he says, sitting in
a cat-scratched yellow chair beside a TV

PHotos BY ANNE Cusack, Los ANceLes Times

Luke Haynes poses with his quilt, which will be displayed in the
“Man-Made: Contemporary Male Quilters” exhibit at the Craft &
Folk Art Museum in Los Angeles. The event runs through May 3.

flickering with an image of burning logs.
“It’s classes to anyone who likes material,
it’s fiber arts school to any student who
shows up.”

Haynes is straight, but the Brooklyn
Museum once referred to him as gay on a
placard featuring one of his quilts — which
tickled him.

“I love this projection of ideas on object
and material and medium,” he says. “Plus,
how fun is it to come out as a straight, white
man?”

Haynes likes to work with recycled fab-
ric and used clothes, as does San Francisco
artist Ben Venom.

‘Working out of his Mission District stu-
dio, Venom is known for quilts made of
heavy metal T-shirts.

“I fully recognize that what I do is a little
bit absurd,” Venom says, noting the thrill
that comes from an idea that on a scale of 1
to 10 is “so absurd or ridiculous that you're
pushing past 10.”

He points to the public’s fascination
with NASCAR and monster trucks as an
example.

The former is just cars driving in circles,
Venom says, but the nonsensical qualities
are precisely what make it attractive to
some.

Venom’s friends and family donate their
old clothes to him for use in quilts.

“You can see a piece of the community
atlarge. Rips and tears are there for every-
one to look at,” he says. “It’s a large woven
history of personal memories.”
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Consider type of activity, terrain,
season when choosing footwear

By LEANNE ITALIE
The Associated Press

big, bad pair of hiking

boots and the bloody

hurt they inflicted on

Cheryl Strayed’s feet
‘were co-stars in her book “Wild,”
as they were for Reese Wither-
spoon in the popular movie adap-
tation that earned the actress an
Oscar nomination.

Toenails were taken by the
too-small monsters, and both of
the boots with the flat red laces
wound up at the bottom of a cliff
on the Pacific Crest Trail in the
opening scene, to be replaced
later with a brand-new proper-fit-
ting pair at her next rest stop.

A newbie to thru-hiking,
Strayed’s story of her 1,100-mile
trek has not only boosted her pro-
file but also reinforced the impor-
tance to novices of protecting and
supporting their feet.

Danner Boots in Portland,
Ore., created the “Wild” boots for
Witherspoon, though the compa-
ny didn’t make the kind Strayed
actually wore. That honor goes
to Raichle, later rebranded as
Mammut. Danner certainly 15
reaping the benefits. Its \

Reese With

Light Cascade style for women,
the official name, has enjoyed a
sales boost, said company spokes-
man Will Pennartz.

But uninitiated thru-hikers
should tread lightly when it comes
to footwear; shoes instead of boots
might be a better choice.

“You have to respect your feet.
Fit and break-in period are two
of the most important aspects of
finding the right pair of hiking
boots. We hope newbie hikers not
only take inspiration from Cher-
yI’s story, but also learn from her
initial mistakes,” Pennartz said.

These days, footwear options
for long-distance hikers abound.
When choosing, consider that
your feet are not those of Strayed,
Witherspoon or your best friend
who raved about a certain brand
or style.

“It was painful to watch those
scenes with her feet,” said Austin
Williams, who hiked 1,600 miles

portrays
Cheryl Strayed in “Wild.”
Strayed, a novice hiker, began
her 1,100-mile trek with a

amount of Yy
gear and ill-fitting shoes.

of the PCT in 2008 wearing an ul-
tralight pack and running shoes.
Key to choosing the right foot-
wear, Williams and others advise,
is to try on as many different
kinds as possible and to be open
to changing them up for a differ-
ent size or type as you go along.
Denise Friend, a footwear ex-
pert and merchandising manager
forthe outdoorretail supplier REI,
said a common mistake among
newbies is not choosing the right
footwear for the right activity:
short hike versus backpacking
trip, for instance, along with in-
cline, season and terrain.
“Classic and traditional styles
still sell well, but the next genera-
tion of boots offer better comfort,

for |
shoe will work for you, according to REl.com, an outdoor retail supplier.

lighter weight and flexibility,” she
said from company headquarters
in Kent, Wash. “These new styles
require less break-in time and
are trail-ready out of the box.”

Williams put up lots of advice
for the feet on his PlanYourHike.
com after he completed his nearly
three-month trek.

“The classic hiking footwear
has always been hiking boots. If
you have a heavier pack and you
roll your ankle and you’re not
wearing boots, you're screwed,”
he said from Mendocino, Calif.
“But if you're wearing a really
light pack, a lot of people are find-
ing you don’t really need boots if
you’re on a trail. If you're going
off trail it’s still good to wear
boots.”

Gear tests for footwear abound
if you're in search of recommen-
dations. A few things to keep in
mind:

‘Weight: What you have on your
feet makes a huge difference
when you're hiking 20 to 30 miles

PHotos By Rick Bowmer/AP

These days, f ng-di hikers abound. When trying on footwear, take a stroll
through the store. Walk up and down stairs and on an inclined surface to determine whether or not the

a day, Williams said. Lightweight
trail shoes, running shoes or
ultralight boots will not sap en-
ergy nearly as fast as full-blown,
clunky hiking boots.

Time: Footwear rarely lasts for
more than 500 miles. You could
go through six or seven pairs by
the end of a thru-hike. Budget ac-
cordingly.

Swelling: This is inevitable
‘when you hike for 10-plus hours
a day nearly every day, week
after week, Williams said. The
g'rowth can be from a half slze to

f sizes,
in desert areas. If you plan to buy
all your footwear at once for re-
supply boxes sent to you along the
way, buy a size bigger than your
foot no matter what the salesper-
son tells you, he said.

Adjusting sizes: Wiser than
buying all footwear at once is
leaving support people with
money and telling them the exact
kind you like. When it’s time for
replacements you can tell them

what size to include in your next
resupply box.

Socks: They fall apart fast, Wil-
liams said. Every single resupply
box should have at least one pair
of new socks. Two or three pairs
in each box would be great. Most
hikers carry three or four pairs
of reasonably fast-drying socks.
Change socks at least once a day
to let feet dry and help prevent
blisters. Cotton takes forever to
dry and more technical smart
wool socks are pricey.

Shoes versus boots: Shoes are
better than boots when your base
pack weightisless than 25 pounds,
you’re hiking a maintained trail
and you don’t require mega-ankle
support, Williams said.

Gaiters: These coverings that
attach to footwear come in wa-
terproof, lightweight versions.
Williams is a huge proponent of
gaiters as a way to keep feet dry
and debris out of your shoes.
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print eyes stores as RadioSh

By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO
AND MICHELLE CHAPMAN
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Sprint’s lat-
est plan for luring new subscrib-
ers is to occupy the remains of
RadioShack.

The long-struggling consumer
electronics chain filed for bank-
ruptcy protection Thursday. Part
of its plan is for Sprint, the No.
3 U.S. wireless carrier, to open
mini-shops in as many as 1,750 of
RadioShack’s remaining stores.

Overland Park, Kan.-based
Sprint Corp. has been aggres-
sively trying to draw subscribers
from its bigger rivals, Verizon
and AT&T.

It’s had some recent success,
adding nearly 1 million new
customers in its latest quarter.
And if approved, the deal would
greatly expand its presence in
front of U.S. shoppers, more than
doubling the number of Sprint
company-owned stores.

RadioShack, which was found-
ed nearly a century ago, said in

its Chapter 11 filing that it plans
to sell 1,500 to 2,400 stores to its
largest shareholder, investment
firm Standard General. It is seek-
ing to close the remainder of its
4,000 U.S. stores.

Sprint has a deal with Standard
General to open its mini-shops
in stores Standard General is
buying. It would take up about
one-third of the retail space in
each store, and Sprint employees
would sell mobile devices and
Sprint plans.

Sprint would be the primary
brand on those RadioShack store-
fronts and marketing materials.

The deal is expected to be
wrapped up in the coming
months. But other parties could
bid for RadioShack’s stores in the
bankruptcy process.

Fort  Worth, Texas-based
RadioShack is also in talks about
selling all of its remaining over-
seas assets.

RadioShack Corp. introduced
one of the first mass-market
personal computers and used to

be the go-to stop for consumers’
home electronics needs. But it
struggled as shoppers increas-
ingly moved online and growth
in its wireless business slowed. It
has suffered years of losses.

RadioShack had warned of a
possible bankruptcy in Septem-
ber, but received rescue financ-
ing that kept it afloat. Still, its
CEO recently cautioned the chain
might not be able to find a long-
term plan to stay in business.

The company worked hard
on its turnaround efforts, hir-
ing Walgreen Co. executive Joe
Magnacca as its CEO and former
Treasury Department adviser
Harry J. Wilson as chief revital-
ization officer. It also developed
relationships with popular brands
like Beats Audio and redesigned
almost half of its U.S. locations —
some 2,000 stores — in an effort
to entice younger shoppers.

The company, which has not
turned a profit since 2011, em-
ploys about 27,500 people world-
wide, according to its last annual

ack fades

report filed with the U.S. Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission.

It is seeking court approval to
keep paying employees, to honor
customer programs and to keep
operating as it restructures.

RadioShack said Thursday that
it also has more than 1,000 dealer
franchise stores in 25 countries,
stores operated by its Mexican
subsidiary, and operations in
Asia operations, which are not in-
cluded in the Chapter 11 filing. It
wants to sell them.

Feb. 5,2015
Dow Jones +211.86
industrials 17.884.88
Nasdaq +48.39
‘composite 4,765.10
Standard & +21.01
Poor’s 500 2,062.52
Russell +17.27
2000 1,208.71

Military rates
Euro costs (Feb. 9)

South Korean won (Feb. 9)
ommercial rates

Canada(DoIIar

2475

China (Yu: .2434
Denmark (Krone 5643
Egypt (Pound .6231
u 1.1340/0.8818

South Korea (Won)

Switzerland (Franc). 68
Thailand (8: 32.61
Turkey (Lira). .4642
(Military

available to customers at military banking
facilities in the country of issuance

for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netheriarids and the United Kingdom. For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. Al figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dollars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate

30-year bond .

WEATHER OUTLOOK

SATURDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

SATURDAY IN EUROPE
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City Hi Lo Wthr  Chattanooga 59 40 Clr  Fort Wayne 38 34 Cldy  Louisville 56 45 PCldy Pocatello 59 38 Clr  Sioux City 44 30 PCldy
Abilene, Tex 82 49 Clr  Cheyenne 61 37 Clr  Fresno 60 50 Rain  Lubbock 84 4 Clr  Portland,Maine 23 11 Cldy Sioux Falls 47 30 PCldy
Akron, Ohio 38 35 Cldy Chicago 36 34 Cldy Goodland 79 40 Clr  Macon 61 39 Clr  Portland,Ore. 54 46 Rain Scuth Bend 37 34 Cldy
Albany,N.Y. 26 19 Snow  Cincinnati 50 43 PCIdy Grand Junction 58 33 Cldy Madison 35 29 Cldy Providence 2 23 Cldy 51 39 Rain
Albuguerque 66 36 CIr  Clevelan 36 34 Rain  Grand Rapids 37 32 Rain  Medford 61 43 Rain  Pueblo 74 35 PCldy Sprlng'le\d i 48 38 PCldy
Allentown, Pa. 37 25 cldy Colorado Springs 68 37 PCldy Great Falls 59 41 Clr  Memphis 64 51 Clr  Raleigh-Durham 57 36 CIr  Springfield,Mo 68 47 Clr
Amarillo 80 38 Clr  Columbia,s.C. 64 37 Clr  Green Bay 31 26 Cldy Miami Beach 72 62 PCldy Ramd City 67 37 PCldy  Syracuse 27 20 Snow
Anchorage 9 6 Clr  Columbus,Ga. 60 42 Clr  Greensboro,N.C. 56 36 Clr  Midland-Odessa 81 44 Cl 61 41 Cldy Tallahassee 65 42 Clr
Asheville 59 32 CIr  Columbus,Ohio 45 39 PCldy Harrisburg 37 28 Cldy Milwaukee 34 32 Cldy Richmond 54 38 Clr 70 54 PCldy
Atlanta 58 42 Clr Concord,N.H. 23 13 Snow HartfordSpgfld 27 22 Cldy Mpls-St Paul 35 24 Cldy Roanoke 56 37 Clr  Toledo 37 33 Rain
Atlantic City 41 28 PCldy Corpus Christi 74 54 PCldy Helena 55 33 Cldy Missoula 4 29 Rain  Rochester 29 19 Snow  Topeka 71 40 Clr
Austin 74 52 PCldy Dallas-Ft Worth 76 52 Clr Honolulu 82 65 Clr - Mobile 65 47 Clr  Rockford 34 33 Cldy Tucson 80 48 Clr
Baltimore 46 34  PCldy Dayton 45 40  PCldy Houston 71 54  PCldy Montgomery 67 42 Cr  Sacramento 63 56 Rain Tulsa 77 44 cir
Baton Rouge 67 50 Clr Day(ona Beach 68 49 Clr Huntsville 61 44 Clr  Nashville 61 46 Clr St Louis 63 49 Clr  Tupelo 63 47 Cir
Billings. 62 38 Clr 69 40 PCldy Indianapolis 47 39 PCldy New Orleans 67 53 Clr  StPetersburg 68 56 PCldy Waco 74 52 Clr
Birmingham 64 46 Clr Des Molnes 42 32 PCldy Jackson,Miss. 70 48 Clr  New York City 34 33 Cldy st Thomas 84 77 PCldy Washington 49 35 PCldy
Bismarck 46 26 Cldy Detroit 35 31 Rain Jacksonville 65 42 Clr  Newark 36 31 Cldy Salem,Ore. 56 46 Rain W.Palm Beach 72 61 PCldy
Boise 64 43 Rain  Duluth 23 16 Snow Juneau 20 19 Snow  Norfolk,Va. 52 39 CIr  Salt Lake City 58 42 Cldy Wichita 75 40 Cir
271 22 Cldy ElPaso 74 43 Clr  Kansas City 64 37 Clr  North Platte 64 33 Clr  San Angelo 82 48 Clr  Wichita Falls 80 43 Clr
Bridgeport 32 27 Snow  Elkins 47 34 PCldy  Key West 74 66 PCldy Oklahoma City 75 40 Clr  San Antonio 74 52 PCldy Wilkes-Barre 31 29 Cldy
Brownsville 78 59 PCldy Erie 3 32 Cldy Knoxville 57 39 Cl aha 46 31 Clr  SanDiego 71 57 PCldy Wilmington,Del. 43 29 PCldy
Buffalo 29 22 Snow  Eugene 56 45 Rain Lake Charles 66 52 PCldy Orlando 71 51 CIr  San Francisco 63 56 Cldy Yakima 49 34 Rain
Burlington,Vt. 18 7 Snow  Evansville 57 44 CIr Lansing 35 31 Rain  Paducah 60 49 Clr  SanJose 67 52 Rain  Youngstown 37 34 Rain
Caribou,Maine 8 -16 Clr  Fairbanks <20 -43 Clr  Las Vegas 73 52 Cldy Pendleton 59 44 Rain SantaFe 61 32 Clr
Casper 55 33 Clr  Fargo 34 19 Cldy Lexington 54 42 PCldy Peoria 4 34 Cldy St Ste Marie 17 5 Snow National temperature extremes
Charleston,S.C. 61 40 Clr Flagsta" 60 28 PCIdy Lincoln 48 34 Clr  Philadelphia 2 32 PCIdy Savannah 62 40 Clr HI Thu ., 87, Woodland Hills, Calif.
Charleston,W.va. 54 37 PCldy 35 30 Rain  Little Rock 68 48 Clr  Phoenix 81 54 Clr  Seattle 55 48 Rail -26, Crane Lake, Minn. and
Charlotte,N.C. 58 38 Cli Fort Smith 74 47 CIr  Los Angeles 69 57 Cldy Pittsburgh 41 38 Cldy Shreveport 69 53 PCldy Embarrass Minn.
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Explore STARS%%:&?STR' PES new feature section: Vietnam at 50.

With contributions from the men and women who were there, as well as voices from experts and our readers,

we take a look back at the Vietnam War and the cultural changes that surrounded it. How the war was prosecuted,
how it changed our military and foreign policy thinking, and how America viewed itself then and now. It’s a
radically new design for Stars and Stripes, and one you can help shape by sharing your thoughts and voices.

I I I I I I Visit online for more content and vide

o—or to shate your memories: stripes.com/vietnam50 I I I I I I
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UM A GENWS!
| KNOW THE ANSWER
TO THE BIG ONE!

Frazz

AND? T DEPERDS [ THRT
ON THE LENGTH | [DOES NOT
\,V:é OF THE LINES. MAKEYOU
e A GENWS

T

NOPE.
SAYING IT
ONLY T0YOU
MAKES ME A

GENWS.

SEE, WHAT'O
L TELLNoU?

T TAKES
MONEY

TO MAKE

MONEN

PUGL Y UNERSHE UCLICK

Non Sequitur

o201 wiuex ww.ne. 27

E =
SALES ARE UP 900% 8 UM, YOU DO KNOW é NOPE. T
SINCE WE PROGRAMMED |E| MARKETING ISONLY |£| DONOT (¢ 1\venTeD
OUR ROBOTS TO EMO— @ LEGAL BECAUSE IT H KNOW! A TECHNOLOGY
TIONALLY MANIPULATE 2| DOESN'T WORK MOST  [&] THAT. TO ENSLAVE
THEIR OWNERS INTO 2| OF THE TIME, RIGHT? ; sHINY: HOMO SAPIENS?
BUYING UPGRADES. {): 3
£ : :
] § g
s £ o
a8 H 3
D0 ALL CAFE WORKERS HAVE T0
0 | HAVE A NOSE RING, TATTOOS. AND A
£ V00K GF TOTAL DISINTEREST 5
&
[
g
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Q
o
@
=
T
o
[

THAT AETRONOMER
NEIL DEGRASSE TYS0N

ABOUT THOSE DEFLATED

Candorville

ADMITTED HE WAS WRONG
FOOTBALLS THE PATRIOTS
veED.

THAT'S PROOF THAT THE
50-CALLED "GLOBAL
WARMING THING i&

A BlG FAT HOAX.

HYPOTHETICALLY.

1 WOULDN'T KNOW,
SINCE I'VE NEVER
BEEN WRONG.

FONNY

\/\@‘/\ BiLL IN THE MAR
TOPAY..

Get Fuzzy

STORY...1 GOT MY Y

THE FUNNY THING S
THAT I DION'T ORDER
ING FROM

1 MEANT AMMY WA CREAT N
|Cakp FEAUL KIND OF WAY.

DIGEST
MATERIAL . |

&)

IT’5 SO NICE TO SEE
S0 MANY OF YOU AT

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

39
48 50
51 53
54 56
ACROSS 51 Geological time 24 Surgical imple-
1 Jacobs of fashion 52 Craving ment
5 Passport 53 It takes the cake 25 “Awesome!”
endorsement 54 Yr. divisions 26 Swelled head

9 Mobile-phone
card

12 Mormon territory

13In pain

14 Commotion

15 Muriel Spark’s
“Memento —"

16 Heart

17 Solidify

18 Detail, for short

19 Singer DiFranco

20“The Wind in the
Willows” charac-
ter

21 Barbie’s com-
panion

23 Winter ailment

25 Prepare leftovers

28 Bull's-eye

32 Senescence

33 Flat fish

34 Extinct birds

< 36Boil
i 37 Grecian contain-

er
38 Ironic

/39 Modern message
! 42— pro nobis

44 Small branch

55 Youngster
56 Criterion

DOWN

1 Roundish
flowers

2 Surmounting

3 Exceptional

4 Lose your nerve

5 Empty

6 PC picture

7 Make short — of

8 Nay opposite

9 Palm starch

10 Concept

11 Shape

20 Ragtime dance

22 Impatient, maybe

27 Stashed

29 Roscoe

30 Biblical verb
ending

31 Ball-bearing gad -
get

35 Disdainful

36 Wrap

39 The opposition

40100 cents

41 Present day?

43 Comical Chris

45 Bleacherites’
choreography

46 Summertime
desserts

47 Courteous chap

49 Morsel

Answer to Previous Puzzle

REdEd

W
[e]
E

T
E
L
E

A
L
Q
E

THE SERVICE TODAY

SERVICE TODAY:
FORTHE DOWN-
TRODDEN AND | ™

DEPRESSED

BLESS THE MEEK

Beetle Bailey

it g Fetns
RiZARRO.COM

48 Work smoothly BlA
49 Italy’s silhouette 1R
50 “The Amazing Rl
_» DIA
2-7 CRYPTOQUIP

JE EJXON TMVF V NSMYCK

GOYSJIYCVX MGNZYCNG EMYO

WIGFGMN, IYQ BYQXT NVI
SDGI'MG OYWIJCK ZJBSQMGN.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: AFTER SINGER SILLS
GAVE THE POLICE OFFICER MEDICINE, MANY
HEADLINES READ “BEVERLY HEALS COP.”
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: I equals Y



Pace 24

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Saturday, February 7,2015

SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net

Thursday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League

BOSTON RED SOX — Agreed to terms

with LHP Wade Miley on a three-year

ct.
YORK YANKEES - Agreed, to

Rodrlguez on minor league contracts.
ational League
LORADO ROCKIES "— Named Jill
ampbell vice president of communica-
tions & marketing and Warren Miller di-
Fettor of Commuicat

National Basketball Asst
NBA — Fined Toronto G DeMar DeRo-
zan $15,000 for making excessive contact
with Brooklyn G F Bojan Bogdanovic dur-

inga
iCKs — Assigned F Clean-
thony Early to Weaicheater NBADLY
NDO MAGH — Fired coach
e Vasthn Named James Borvego
Tage, o
ILADELPHIA TGERS — Signed G Tim
(g

Frazier to a 10-day contr

National Football League
_CHICAGO B rees to terms
With T PaCks coach Stan 1 Drayton.
PA BAY BUCCAN Named
Butch Barn asslslant offens\ve line
ew Weidinger and Miles
Control coaches,
TENNESSEE TITANS — Named Dick
LeBeau assistant head coach in charge
of defense. Promoted Mike Mularkey to
Sssistant hiead coach along with coach:
ing tight ends. Named Jason Tucker wide
receivers coach. Waived-injured OT Mi-
chael

HOCKE
National Hockey Le
ARIZONA COYOTES — Recalled F Alex
Bolduc from Portland (AHL).
_ DALLAS STARS — Recalled RW Brett
Ritchie from Texas (AH
A PANTHERS — Recalled D Ste-
Ve KamBter 7o San Antonid CAHL):
MONTREAL CANADIENS — Signed
Hamilton G Mike Condon to a two-year
contract_extension  through  the 2016-
17 season. Recalled F Jacob del Ia Rose

from Hamilton (Al (

= Recalled F Patrice
Cormier from St Jonns (AHL). Placed F
Evander Kane on injured reserve.

Maior League Soccer
o FC DALLAS' — Waived MF-F Brian

COLLEG!

coLol Nemed Jim Leavitt de-
fenae eooHinator Snd 108 TumpRA
safeties coach,

0IS — Announced assistant foot-

ball_ coach Mike Bellamy was suspend-
ed for one game next season after the
NCAA ruled ihat he improperly helped
a ecruit get an associate's degree.
Rotmcat Sopermors OB Aaron Baiiey 5
transferring.

World Championships

Men’: s Sn er-G

lay

Beaver Creek, Col

. Hannes Reichelt, Austna, 1 minute,
8 seconds.

. Dustin Cook, Canada, 1

2,

2. arlo Janka, Switzerland, 1
3. Brice Roger, France, 1:16.50.
4. Matteo Marsaglia, italy, 1 .
5. Dominik Paris, Italy, 1:16.57.

6. Patrick Kueng, Switzerland,

7. Mauro Caviezel,

Switzerland,
Christof Innerhofer, Italy, 7 oz
Aleksander Kilde, Norway,

ven  Nyman, | Oniad "Sttes,

Andrew Weibrecht, United States,

5\ Morgan pridy, Canada, 1:17.30,
3. Andreas Sander, Germany, 1:
4. Otmar Striedinger, Austria, 1:17.39.
- Josef Ferstl, Germany, 1:17.50.

. Werner Heel Italy,
z 2 W Eamamin " Thamacn,

"canada,

8. Klaus Brandner, Germany, 1:17.63.
9: Martin Cater, Siovenia,
0. Johan Clarey, Fray
e Niler Unttad stavs, DNF Run 1

ravis Ganong, United States, DNF Run

Thursday’s men’s scores

AST
Baruch 72, Lehman 7
Bryant 55, Mount St. Mar
Fatmingdale 57, Mount St. Mary (NY)

Holy Cross 70, Colgate 6
LIU Brookiyn 72, Robert Moms 65

ount St. Vincent 78 om Weslbury 68
piac 72, Monmouth (NJ) 5

art 86, Wagner ®
St Francis (NY) 90, CESU
St Francis (P &3 Fainaigh Dickinson

St. Joseph's (L) 80, Yeshiva 74

Asbury 79, Clncmnat\ Christian 68
Auburn 81, [

Belhaven 81, Loyola No, 71

Bellarmine 89, Tru

Campbellsviile 7S, Lmdsey Wllson 69,

Chattanooga 74, Furman 71, OT
Coll. of Charleston 80, William & Mary

Cumberland (Tenn.) 40, St. Catharine

Drexel 67, Elon 6:
E. Kentucky 81, Eel

 Louisiana- Latayetto 81, Appalachian

Marsha\l 69, Ril ice 55
Mercer 76, The C 153
Middle Tennessee 61, Southern Miss.

Morehead St. 72, Tennessee St. 57
urray St. 82, SE Missouri 72
amiord 76, W. Carolina 72
uskegee 72, Spring Hill 62, 0T
B 80, Louisiana Tech 60
T-Martin 76, Austin Peay 64
TEP 63, FAU 56
TSA 74, FIU 63
/. Kentucky 65, North Texas 59
illiam Carey 77, Bethel (Tenn.) 74
offord 74, ETSU 64
avier (NO) 72, Voorhees 70

Columbia (Mo.) 76, Lindenwood (Mo.)

Grand valley st. 60, N. Michigan 54
Green Bay 81, Milw:
BEw B2 Dakots otgs
ndiana-East 74, Indiana-kokomo 60
owa 72, Michiga
e RiGan TeOhes, Farris St. 60

akota St. 64, Nebraska-Omaha 57
ew Mexico St. 69, Chicago St. 61, OT
Northwood (Mich.) 90, Hillsdaie 81
Oral Roberts 78, IUPUI 68
Saginaw Valley St. 56, Lake Superior

“South Dakota 75, W. Illinois 61
UMKC 70, Texas-Pan American 45
Wayne (Mich.) 64, Tiffin 58

SOUTHWEST
cincinnati 62, SMU 54
Concordia-Austin 80, LeTourneau 76
Louisiana-Monroe 77, UALR 61
Troy 69, Arkansas St. 64
Tulsa 57, Houston 44
William Woods 61, Lyon 57

FAR WEST

Cs Bakersfield 72, Utah Valley 69

Cal st-Fullerton 69, Cs Northridge 53
California 70, Southerr

st Rington 75, Montanb 60
Gonzaga 77 Santa Clara 63

Grand Canyon 66, Seattle 64

Hawaii 59, Cal Poly
{daho 80, Montana t. 71

Long Beach St. 68, UC Riverside 63
Loyola Marymount 70, San Diego 61
N. Arizona 65, N. Colorado 60

North Dakota 89, S. Utah 85, OT

64

Portland 69, San Francisco 57
UC Davis 75, UC Irvine 56
UCLA 69, Stanford 67

College basketball

Thursday’s women’s scores

AS
aruch
oomsburg 81 Phlladelphla 63
Soston College 68, Clemson 53
elaware 70 Northeastem 61

n 84, Tow: 70
alrﬁeld 63 Canlslus
Farmingdale 67, Rhount st. Mary (NY)

Fordham 54, St. Bonaventure 51
George Washington b2, Davidson 35
on

ey

aryland 77, Penn St. 62

Monmoutn (N)) 67, SE. Peter's 52
s Ahant 76, Old Westbury 55

Ltgers 46, Nebraska 43

fora 65, Rider 43

Vracuse 61, North Carolina 56

estfield St. 59, W. New Engiand 48

Asbury 95, cincinnat Christian 62
Bellarmine 61, Truman
Bethel (Tenn. 373, Wiiham Carey
ampbell 61, Charleston Southern 47
Dbalisville 62, Lindsey Wilson 54
Cimberland (Tenn.) 61, St. Catnerine

ayton 84, George Mason 73
e 70, Wake Forest 53

Georgia St. 82, Georgia Southern 54

entuck:

Sy

berty 61, Gardner-web

ouisiana-Lafayette 70, Appalachlan

Miami 42, Virginia Tech 3
2 et Micsour 81

tsbu ate 5
Presbyterian 78, High Point 59
Radford 52, Coastal Carolma 43

South Carolina 58, Georgia

Sou thern Miss. 70, Middle Tennessee

65,
Ermg Hill 60, Tuskegee 46
phen F. Austin 69, Northwestern St.

Tennessee Sto8E Kentucky 62
IAB 63, Lot ‘ech 5:

NG Anovilies SS. Longwood 77,20T

Vanderbilt 58, Mississippi 54

Xavier (NO) 72, Voorhees 56

. Columbia (Mo.) 75, Lindenwood (Mo.)

Grand Valley St. 62, N. Michigan 58
-ianmbal LaGrange €3, stephens 39
-i wood (Mich.) 6

5 Minnesota

nmana East 93 |nd|ana Kokomo 77

owa 13, oh
|ch|gan St. 59
ichigan Tach 72, Ferrls stel
orth Dakota 67, 5. Uf h
Northwestern 75, In
otre Dame 75, Virginia 54
53 aginaw Valley St. 67, Lake Superior

A&M 55, Missouri 48
va\paralso 74, Detroit 68
Wayne Uiich 96, Titfin 71
Wright St. 92 Yo voungstown St.55

Arkansas St. 91 Troy 5

Houston Baptist 59, Texas A&M-CC 54
amar 73, Abilene Christian 58
eTourneau 68, Ccnccrdla -Austin 67
larshall 72, Ric
e B American 69, UMKC 51
UALR 68, Louisiana-Monroe 44
UTSA 74, FIU 56
W. Kentticky 77, North Texas 49
BYU 77, Pepperdine 58
E. Washington 65, Montana 64
Gonzaga 76'sstam a Clar

a

on o

UC Davis 73, CS Northridge 67

U i , Cal St.-Fullerton 69
Utah Valiey 70, €S Bakersfieid 58

1882 — John L. Sulhvan wins the world
heavyweight bare-| knuckle title by beat
ing Paddy Ryan In a nine-round bout
Mississippi City, Mis:

PPAL the Millrose Games in New
York, Dutch Warmerdam becomes the
first man o clear 15 feet in the pole vault
indoors. Warmerdam, the first to break
the 15-foot mark outdoors in 1940, clears
15 feet % inch.

19 — Joe DiMaggio signs his con-
tract with the New York Yankees, mak-
ing-him the first basebail player to earn
$100,000 per year.

69 — Diana Crump becomes the first
female jockey to race at a ari-mutu-
el track. She rode her first mount to 10th
placeina field of 12in Hialeah, Fla.

69 — Rick Barry of the Oakland Oaks
seis an ABAANG professional basketball
record by going 23-for-23 from the free-
throw line as Oakland beats the Ken-
tucky Colonels 124-122 in overtime.

970 — Pete Maravich scores 69 points,
including 47 in the second half, to set a
NCAA record, but LSU loses to Alabama

Sote — Darryl Sittler of the Toronto
Maple Leafs sets an record _for
points in a game with six Hoals and faur
assists in an 11-4 victory over the Boston
Bruins.

— Michael Jordan follows his

NBA slam-dunk title with a Most Valu-

able Player performance in the All-Star

jame, scoring 40 points as the East de-
eated the West 138-133.

Leslie of Morningside
High Sehool i Inglewpod, Canf. Searas
101 points in the first half against South
h School. The fi

decides not to bring his team out for the
second h:
1908 "Viark Everett breaks the oldest
world indoor track record, the 600-yard
mark set by Martin McGrady in 1970, in
the Milirose Games in New York. Everett
finishes in 1 minute, 7.53 seconds and
beats McGrady's time of 1:07.6, also set
at the Garden.
— The AFC beats the NFC 23-20 in
the first Pro Bowl to go into overtime.
ullen becomes the first
American-born player to reach 1,000
points in the NHL when he assists on two
cf the Pittsburgh Penguins’ first three
goals in a 7-3 victory over Florida.
2000 — With an astonishing comeback
to win the Pebble Beach National Pro-
m, Tiger Woods wins his sixth straight
PGA Tour victory. Seven strokes behind
with seven holes to play, Woods holes a
97-yard wedge for eagle on the 15th, and
birdiies two of the last three holes to win.
Woods becomes the first player since
Ben Hogan In 1948 to win <ix strai
201 he surging Dallas Mavericks
beat Hhe cloveland Cavaliora ob. 96, mak-
it 25 straight losses for the Cavs.
Claveland, already the record holder for
the most losses in a single season, now
own the record for losses spread’ over
two seasons. The 25 losses are the most
consecutive losses in league history.

Ecuador Open

Thursday
At Club Jacaranda-cumhaya
ito, Ecuador
Purse: 5494.3 0 (WT250)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

und

Feliciano Lope (1), Spain. def. Alejan-
dro Gonzalez, Colombja, 7:5,¢-

Dusan Lajdvic (1, Sefoia, def. Nicolas
Jarry. chile, 6.4

Paolo Lorenzi (5). Italy, def. Alejandro
Falla, Colombia, 7

oo Vrdaseo (), Spain, def.
Gerald Melzer, Austrlw,ell 76 (2), 6-4.

uarterfinals
Gero Kretschmer and _Alexander
satschko, Germany, def. Daniel Gimeno-
Traver a and Adrian Menendez-Maceiras,
Feliciario Lopez, Spain, and Oliver Ma-
rach (2, Austria, def. Cesar Ramirez and
Wiguel Angel Rebes-Varela, Mexico, 45,
Treat Huey. Philippines, and Scott
Lipsky (1), United States, def. Roberto
Garballes Baena andAlbert Montanes,
Shain. -6 (), 7
Viator” Porefis surgos, pominican
Republic, an ouza, Brazil, def.
Alejandro Falla and Alejandro Gonzalez,
Colombia, 5-7, 6-2, 10-

Open Sud de France
Thursday
At Arena Montpellier
Montpellier, France
Purse: 559,500 (WT2!
Surface:

‘? les
Philipp Konearelbor ), Germany,
det. Paul-Henrl Mathieu, Frarice, 3-6. 76

“eve Darcis, Belgium, def. Jarkko Ni-
eminen, Finland, 6-
Gael Monfils (1), France, def. Kenny de
Schepper, France, -4,
Istomin (6), Uzbek\stan, def.
Dud Seia, Teraeh 7.6 ¢ 6

Doubles
Quarterfinals
Dominic Inglot, Britain, and Florin
Mergea (1), Romania, def. Dustin Brown
and Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, 67(®),
T i412
Marcus Daniell and Artem Sitak, New
Zealand, def. Colin Flemlng and Jonathan
Marray (4), Britain, 7-6 (6), 6-7 (5), 11-9,
| Frantisek Cermak, Czech Republic,
d Jonathan Erlich, Israel, def. Malek
Jaz‘m, Tunisia, and Marc Lopez, Spam.
wal
Rameez Junaid, Australia, and Adil
Shamasdin, Canada, def. Gong Mao-Xin,
gl’iinea,1 and Peng Hsien-Yin, Taiwan, vs.

Zagreb Indoors

At Dom Snonova
Za Croatia
Purse: gsss,sm (v»srzsn)

Guillermo Sarom Lopez (3), Spain, def.
Damir Dzumhur, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 6-
| Ricardas Berankis, Lithuania, def.
Gl\les Mul\er [O8 Luxembourg. 3-6, 7-6

Andreas Sepm (5), Italy, def. James
Ward, Britain, 7-5, 6-
k\ (7) Serbia, def. Go Soe-

|ktcr Tr
da, Japan, 6
Marcel Granol\ers (8) Spaln def. Ivan
Dodig, Croatia, 7-6 (8), 4
Igor Sijsling, Nelherlands def Adrian
Mannarino (2), Fran(iﬁ 7-6 (3) 4-6,6-1.
u

Q
ergey Betov and Alexander Bury (4),
Bl et Bias Kavcic, Slovenia, and

art
Germany, and Andreas Siljestrom, Swe-
den, 4-6, 6-3, 1
Fabrice Marnn. France, and Purav
Raja, India, def. Robert Lindstedt, Swe-
denéand Marcin Matkowski (1), Poland,

Farmers Insurance Open
PGA Tour
Thursday
s-Torrey I’inesa Suuﬂ! Course
r

,698 ya

n-Torrey pines Norh Gourse
yanis.p ar 72)
=4

Purse: Sa 3 million

(a-amateur)
Partial First Round
Nicholas Thompson -
Brooks Koepka -
Cameron Tringale -
Jhonattan Vegas -
Freddie Jacobson -
Brendon de Jonge -
Chad Compoon” -
Chris Kirk -

RRR555655555 555855 RRREEEES888888888R555599997999

Woody Austin -
Brendan Steele -
Chris Williams -
Jim Herman -
‘Andres Gonzales -
Tom Gillis

Padraig Harrington
Luke Donald

Aaron Baddeley
rik Compton
artin Flores
.J. Choi

anny Lee 4-
ax Homa 9-

ron Smith
Carl Pettersson 8-

in O'Hair
James Hahn 6-
Chez Reavie

oS
FRBRLY

Leaderboard

c

SCORE THRI
. Nicholas Thompson -
ompsof

1. Harris English
1. Scott Pinckney

GHmmmmmnamm T

Bahamas Classic
LPGA Tour
Thursday

At Ocean Club Golf Course
Paradise Island. Bahamas
urse: $1.3
Yardage: 6,650 Par: 73 (36-37)

[
Partial First Round
60 golfers did not finish lhe round

Brooke Pancake 3167
Natalie Gulbis BT
Erlttany Llnclcome -34—68 -
Inbee 68 -
AnyaJutanugam 35-34-69 -
Azahara Munoz 32-37-69 -
Gerina Piller 33-36-69 -
B: 3337-70 -
andra Gal 32-38-70 -
anielle Kang 37-33-70 -
ei Young Kim 3337-70 -
eon Hwa Lee 34-36-70 -
i Young Oh 36-34-70 -
Hee Young Park 36-34-70 -
Christel Boeljon 3437-71 -
34-37-71 -
Pernila Lindberg 37-34-71 -
Leaderboard
SCORE THR!
Brooke Pancake 6
. Inbee Park -5
Mo Suibis -5
rittany Lincicome 5
Joanna Klatte 4
. Gerina Piller -4
. Azahara Munoz -4
. Ariya Jutanugarn -4
. Amy Anderson 3
3
3
X 3
. Belen Mozo 3
. Sandra Gal 3
. Hee Young Park 3
. Seon Hwa Lee 3
. Q Bael 3
. Christina Kim 3

Malaysian Open
PGA European Tour

Thi
At Kuala Lumpur ‘Golf and Conlmry Club

a Lt
Pur
Yardage: 6,986; P:
First Rnund

Lee Westwood 6
Graeme McDowell
Tommy Fleetwood
Danny

ang
Alejandro Canizares
Anders Hansen

rew Do

Jake H\gglnbottom

Paul W:

Stephen Gallacher
Americans

David Lipsky

Paul Peterson

Peter Uihlein

Anthony Kang

Jason Knutzon

Berry Henson

IHANNN
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Ross D. FRANKLIN/AP

In this Sept. 27 photo, Wade Miley pitches against the St. Louis Cardinals in Phoenix. The Red Sox
announced a $19.25 miillion, three-year contract with the left-hander that avoided salary arbitration on

Thursday.

Briefly

LHP Miley agrees to
3-year deal with Red Sox

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Red Sox general
manager Ben Cherington is
pretty much done adding for this
offseason.

“I would expect the group we
have for spring training is in
place,” he said Thursday after
the Red Sox announced a $19.25
million, three-year contract with
left-hander Wade Miley that
avoided salary arbitration.

Miley is part of a new-look trio
along with right-handers Rick
Porcello and Justin Masterson,
joining holdovers Clay Buchholz
and Joe Kelly.

Boston’s rotation transforma-
tion began last July when the
2013 World Series champions
traded four members of the group
that started the season: Jon Les-
ter, John Lackey, Jake Peavy and
Felix Doubront. The Red Sox
negotiated to bring Lester back
after they finished last in the AL
East, but the left-hander signed
with the Chicago Cubs.

In other MLB news:

m Tigers slugger Victor Mar-
tinez needs surgery on his left
knee after injuring it during his
offseason workout program for
the second time in four years.

The team said Thursday that
Martinez tore the medial menis-
cusin his knee and is scheduled for
surgery Tuesday with Dr. James
Andrews in Pensacola, Florida.

Clippers guard Paul
critical of female ref
CLEVELAND — Clippers All-

Star guard Chris Paul was critical
of referee Lauren Holtkamp fol-

lowing a 105-94 loss to the Cava-
liers on Thursday night.
Paul was a

The obituary for Michael Ved-
vik appeared on Thursday in The
L Revi

foul in the third quarter by Holt-
kamp, who worked with officials
Ken Mauer and Eric Lewis. Los
Angeles was given five technicals
— four in the third quarter, three
of them in a 52-second span.

“The tech I got was ridiculous,”
Paul said. “That’s terrible. There’s
no way that can be a technical. We
try to get the ball out fast every
time down the court. When we did
that, she said, ‘Uh-uh.’ I said, ‘Why
uh-uh?’ and she gave me a techni-
cal. That’s ridiculous. If that’s the
case, this might not be for her.”

In other NBA news:

® Golden State guards Stephen
Curry and Klay Thompson will
join Atlanta’s Kyle Korver and five
other players in the Three-Point
Contest before the NBA All-Star
game.

The NBA said Thursday that
Houston’s James Harden and
Cleveland’s Kyrie Irving also will
compete along with defending
champion Marco Belinelli of San
Antonio, Portland’s Wesley Mat-
thews and the Los Angeles Clip-
pers’ J.J. Redick.

Obit blames Seahawks’
play call for death

SPOKANE, Washington — The
family of a Seattle Seahawks fan
who died after the Super Bowl
says he would have enjoyed the
jab at the team they put in the last
line of his obituary:

“We blame the Seahawks lousy
play call for Mike’s untimely
death.”

His wife, Stephanie, says
he would have found the line
hilarious.

The 53-year-old Kent man ac-
tually didn’t see the game. He
recorded it, intending to watch
later, and went to sleep not feel-
ing well, thinking it was indiges-
tion or stress. He died in bed after
aheart attack.

His brother-in-law added the
line about Seattle’s unsuccess-
ful last play to the obituary, and
Stephanie Vedvik approved.

US hobsledder Taylor
wins 5th World Cup

IGLS, Austria — American
Elana Meyers Taylor won her
fifth bobsled World Cup of the
season on Friday to extend her
lead in the standings.

Meyers Taylor and pusher Lau-
ryn Williams trailed Anja Sch-
neiderheinze and Annika Drazek
by 0.06 seconds after the opening
heat, before winning the final run
and edging the Germans on com-
bined time by 0.07 seconds.

Jamie Greubel Poser and Cher-
relle Garrett of the United States
finished 0.97 behind in third, with
Americans Jazmine Fenlator and
Lauren Gibbs another 0.02 back
in fourth.

With one World Cup remain-
ing — in Sochi, Russia, next week
— Meyers Taylor leads Schnei-
derheinze by 104 points. A win is
worth 225 points.

Union heads to
court in hopes of
reinstating Peterson

By Dave CAMPBELL
The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — The lat-
est attempt by star running back
Adrian Peterson to get back on
the field will come in a federal
courtroom.

Attorneys for the NFL Players
Association were scheduled to
argue Friday for the Minnesota
Vikings standout’s reinstatement
from a suspension levied by the
league under its divisive person-
al conduct policy. The punish-
ment, stemming from the child
abuse case involving Peterson
and one of his young sons, has
widened the divide between the
NFL and the NFLPA over player
discipline.

The effort on behalf of Peter-
son, who is suspended through at
least April 15, is the legal equiva-
lent of fourth-and-really-long.

When Peterson’s appeal was
denied Dec. 12 by an arbitra-
tor appointed by the league, the
union sued. Its petition to over-
turn the decision contends that
the suspension, guided by Com-
missioner Roger Goodell’s en-
hanced punishments for players
involved with domestic violence
after the Ray Rice case, strayed
from the collective bargaining
agreement. The NFLPA also ar-
gued the decision is unfair and
arbitrator Harold Henderson
was biased and exceeded his
authority.

“Courts are not impotent by-
standers to miscarriages of
arbitral justice,” the NFLPA’s
lawyers wrote last week in reply
to the NFL’s request that U.S.
District Judge David Doty toss
out the case.

Peterson and the union found
a potentially friendly courtroom,
given Doty’s history of ruling in
favor of players over three de-
cades of refereeing the league’s
labor disputes. But he has not
exclusively sided with the union,
which has a difficult case to
make.

It acknowledged as much in the
first sentence of the initial filing:
“This Petition presents the Court
with the rare Arbitration Award
that must be set aside.”

Federal labor law typically
prevents judges from trumping
the arbitration process in collec-
tively bargained workplaces.

“I would go a step further than
saying it’s ‘rare,” said Justin
Eller, a management-side labor
and employment lawyer for
the Baltimore-based Miles and
Stockbridge firm. “I would say
it’s incredibly rare for these deci-
sions to be reversed. They’ve got
some compelling arguments to
make, but I do think they’ve got
an uphill battle on this.”

Peterson, originally charged
with felony child abuse, avoided
the possibility of jail time by
pleading no contest to a misde-
meanor charge of reckless as-
sault for using a wooden switch

to discipline his 4-year-old son.

As part of a revamped personal
conduct policy approved Dec. 10,
Peterson essentially received a
six-game unpaid suspension. But
he played in only one game in the
2014 season, spending most of it
on paid leave through a special
exempt list controlled solely by
Goodell while his case played out
in Texas.

Peterson’s best hope for a
court-ordered reinstatement
might be retroactivity. The inju-
ries he caused occurred in May,
and Goodell didn’t announce the
increased penalty until August.

“There’s something about that
that doesn’t feel right,” Eller
said.

In its Jan. 26 reply, the NFLPA
wrote that the CBA “could not
be clearer in expressly limiting”
Goodell’s disciplinary authority.
But that’s a matter of interpreta-
tion for Doty.

“The CBA gives him pretty
broad authority to discipline
players,” Eller said. “Part of this
is their own contract that’s going
to work against them with some
of these arguments they want to
make.”

Peterson’s status with the Vi-
kings has been complicated by
the expiration date on the sus-
pension. If they decided to keep
him on his current contract, he
would draw a $12.75 million sala-
ry in 2015 and carry a salary cap
hit of $15.4 million that’s by far
the biggest of any running back
in the league.

With plenty of other needs to
address on the roster, allocating
that much money to that posi-
tion is almost unfathomable for a
team that hasn’t hesitated to cut a
veteran player despite popularity
and production.

The free agency and trading
period begins March 10, just
11 days before Peterson’s 30th
birthday. That’s also more than
a month before the earliest he
could be reinstated by Goodell,
unless Doty were to beat him to

it.

The Vikings drafted Jerick
McKinnon in the third round
last season, and general manager
Rick Spielman said last month
he sees the rookie running back
class this year being as deep as
it’s been in a while. Even if they
weren’t interested in signing a
free agent to replace Peterson,
they could also try to deal him
for draft picks.

Simply releasing Peterson
would only count $2.4 million in
dead money against the team’s
salary cap for 2015 and nothing
thereafter, but letting him leave
without any compensation would
be a big blow to the organization.

“He’s going to play at a very
high level when he comes back,”
Spielman said recently. “I don’t
know if there’s a team in the NFL
that wouldn’t want Adrian Peter-
son on their football team.”
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Disappointing Magic fire coach Vaughn

GM Hennigan: Team
isina ‘bit of a rut’

By KyLE HIGHTOWER
The Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — For several weeks,
Orlando Magic general manager Rob Hen-
nigan has felt the team has been stuck in a
rut. He’s hoping a change of leadership on
the bench will get them out of it.

Citing a “stalled” growth process, the
Magic fired Jacque Vaughn as coach
Thursday after two and half seasons, end-
ing the tenure of the first-time head coach
brought in to help rebuild the franchise.

The Magic made the move following a
15-37 start to the season and after a series
of lopsided losses during a 10-game losing
streak. It is the Magic’s second skid of at
least five games since the start of 2015. Or-
lando was also 15-37 through 52 games last
season.

Assistant James Borrego has been
named interim coach. Hennigan wouldn’t
disclose a timeline for naming Vaughn’s
successor, but said the team is “100 per-
cent” behind Borrego, and that he would
have an opportunity to vie for the job on a
full-time basis.

“We went into this season wanting to see
some progress,” Hennigan said Thursday
afternoon. “We wanted to see growth. We
just didn’t feel like we were seeing the type
of growth that we wanted to see. So that led
us to this point.

Pacers guard Paul George, left, talks with center Roy Hibbert on
Wednesday. The Pacers are leaving the door open for Paul to return
this season from a gruesome leg injury he suffered this summer.

Joun Raoux/AP

The Orlando Magic fired head coach Jacque Vaughn on Thursday after two and half seasons, ending the tenure of the first-time
head coach brought in to help rebuild the franchise.

“We find ourselves in a little bit of a rut...
but it’s a road bump, not a road block. We
will get through this.”

Assistant coaches Brett Gunning, Wes
Unseld Jr., and advanced scouting man-
ager Zack Guthrie were also fired. Laron

Profit and Jay Hernandez, who both for-

son, they have given up 100 or more point

merly worked in player were
elevated to serve as Borrego’s assistants.
Borrego said he plans to focus on im-
proving the Magic’s defense. Despite being
as healthy as the Magic have been all sea-

in 14 ive games. They’ve also lost
five of their last six at home, where they
are just 5-17 this year.

“I'm ready for the challenge,” Borrego
said.

Pacers’ star George hopeful

he could return this season

By MicHAEL MAROT
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Two-time All-Star Paul
George said Thursday he is hopeful of returning to
play for the Indiana Pacers this season after suffer-
ing a gruesome leg injury, though
he remains uncertain it will actu-
ally happen.

compound fracture.

Bird, coach Frank Vogel and George took turns
answering questions in mid-August about the long
road back, but nobody ruled out the possibility of a
return this season and they still haven’t. Bird’s com-
ments raised the idea once again.

Team doctors told the Pacers
it would take seven months for
George’s injured leg to heal com-

'
George took Larry Bird’s playful 1 want to be back pletely, making a possible return
jabs for months and he said he was out there. Playing. |  in March plausible.

pleasantly surprised when the Pac- want to play, that’s

ers’ president of basketball opera-

Vogel said the latest update he’s
gotten is that the bone is almost

tions suggested George should play just my competitive  completely healed.

this season if he could.

situation. He always tells me how

bad I look, being out there, so for continue to pIaY-
him saying March, I was just play- But again, | know
ing off that,” George said referring it’s not a likelihood

to a one-word Tweet “March?!” he

side. | just want to
“I always talk to Larry about the be out there and

George’s activity also has picked
up. He’s now participating in
some one-on-one drills and has
increased his shooting tempo at
practice, and George went even
further Thursday by saying he’s
able to do everything except con-

; . ” s honi )
sent out after Bird’s comments on at this point, but Pm  tact work. He's hoping that chang

Tuesday. definitely pushing

es in the next several weeks.
Bird acknowledged that George

“Ideally, that's a great time where and working hard to  would only play if he was cleared

I want to be there. I'm obviously
a long ways away from it because
I've got so many steps that I've got
to take,” he said. “But that’s when I
want to be back.”

George had not taken questions since late No-
vember when he was just doing some light shooting
work.

Even then, it seemed unfathomable that George
could contemplate a return this season after his
right leg snapped in a collision with a basketball
stanchion during the U.S. national team’s Aug. 1
scrimmage in Las Vegas. George left the court on
a stretcher and had surgery that night to repair the

make it possible y and felt like he could play. Vogel

said getting into game shape
Paul George could take an additional one to
Pacers guard  two months and he said the playoff
picture would have no impact on a
decision regarding George’s return.
But George is weary of sitting, and doesn’t want to
have to wait any longer than necessary to get back.
“I want to be back out there. Playing. I want to play,
that’s just my competitive side. I just want to be out
there and continue to play,” George said. “But again, I
know it’s not a likelihood at this point, but ’'m definite-
ly pushing and working hard to make it possible.”
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Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

L Pct GB
Toronto 17 660 —
Brooklyn 28 417 12
Boston 30 375 14
Philadelﬂhia 39 220 22
New Yor} 39 204 2%
Southeast Division
Atlanta 9 820 —
Washington 20 608 10%
Charlotte 27 449 18%
Miami 28 429 19%
orlando 37 288 27
Central Division
Cleveland 20 608 —
Chicago 20 600 %
Wilwaukee 2 551 3
Detroit 31 380 11%
Indiana 32 360 12%

Western Conference
Southwest Division

w GB
Memphis 7 =
Houston 4
Dallas 4 %
San Antonio 1 6
New Orleans 6 1
Northwest Divi
Portland 4
Oklahoma City 5 510 8n
enver 9 380 15
Utah 7 347 16%
Minnesota 9 184 2%
Pacific Divisi
Golden State 9 0
LA. Clippers 3 660 1%
phoenix 8 549 13
Sacramento 354 2%
LA Lakers 265 27

Thursday’s games
Charlotte 94, Washington 87
Cleveland 105, L A. Clippers 94
Dallas 101, Sacramento
Partiand 103 Phoen 87

riday’s games.

LA. Clippers at Toronto
L.A. Lakers at Orlando
Cleveland at Ind\ana
New York at Broy
Boldon State 5% Atanta
Denver at Detroit
Philadelphia at Boston

ew Grleans at Okiahoma City
Milwaukee at Houston

lemphis at Minnesota
Utah at Phoeni

fami atSan Amomo

rday’s games

chicago at New Orleans
Brooklyn at Washington
Charlotte at Philadelphia
Golden State at New York

Sacramento at Utah

Thursday

Trail Blazers 108, Suns 87

PHOENIX — Tucke 2-7 0-0 6, Mark.
Morris 8-19 -31-15, Bledsoe
5-10 6-7 17, G.| Draglc 4 11 0-0 9, B.Wright
1-3 0-0 2, omas 2-2 6, Green 4-11
0-09, Marc.Morris 4- 8 0-0 8, Plumlee 0-4
1-2 1, Z.Dragic 1-2 0-0 2, Bullock 0-0 0-0 0,
Goodwln 1-12-2 4. Totals 34-88 13-17 87.,

— Batum 6-13 6-6 20,

drldge 7-18 5- 6 19, Lopez 5-10 1-2 11. L||-
lard 6-15 1-2 13, Matthews 5-15 2-2 1.
Leonard 3-5 2-2 8, Blake 2-50-05, McCoI-
lum 4-7 3-3 12, Barton 1-1 0-0 3, Crabbe
0-0 0-0 0, Rol binson 0-0 0 U 0, Claver 1-1
0-03. Totals 40-90 20-23 1

% % n-s

27 19 20 42-108

e-Point  Goals—Phoenix 623

(Tucker 23, Bledsoe 12, GOragic 13,
Mark.Morris 1-4, Green 1-

Pnrtlalld

Fouled —None. Rebounds—

% (Mark NMorris 8 Portland 65 (Aldndge
13). ists—Phoenix 20 (G.Dragic 5),

Portlandzl(aammn Total Fouls—Phoe:

nix 21, Portland 14. A—19,488 (19,980).

Roundup

Maverlcks 101, Kings 78
ALLAS — Parsons 2-9 0-0 6, Aminu 1-6
0-( ﬂ 2, Chandler 7-9 2-3 16, Barea 7-12 0-0
1! EI 9-16 0-0 21, Powell 2-50-0 4, Smith
0-10-00, Villanueva 4-14 0-0 8, Harris 4-8
4-415, Jefferson 5-11 1-3 14, Felton 0-3 0-
0 0‘ Ledo O-Z 0 D 0. Totals 41 96 7-10 101.
3 7-8 11,
Thompson D 1 U 0 O, Cousms 8-16 7-8 23,
Collison 3-3 0-0 6, McLemore 2-9 0-0 5,
Stauskas 1-10 0-0 3, Sessions 3-4 1-2 7,
Williams 3-40-07, Casspl 2-31-15, Landry
1-31-3 3, McCallum 2-10 0-0 4, Miller 0-10-
00, Hollins 2-2 0-0 4. Totals 29-79 17-22 78.
23 18-101
Sacramento 23 20 17 18-78
Three-Point Goals—Dallas 12-34 (Har-
ris 3-5, Jefferson 3-6, Ellis 3- 5, Parsons
2-4, Barea 1-5, Ledo 0-1, Aminu 0-1, Vil-
Ianuevan 6) Sacramento 3- 21 (Wllllams
s 1-6, McLemore 1-7, Miller
0.1, Mecaiium 0.2, Gay 0-4). ‘Fouled
Out—None. Rebounds—Dallas 55 (Chan-
dler 16), ‘Sacramento 58 (Cousins 11).
25 (Ellis
13 (Gay 4). Total Fouls— Da\las 19, sacra-
mento 18. A—16,993 (17,317).

Cavaliers 105, Clippers 94

L.A. CLIPPERS — Barnes 2-5 0-0 4, Grif-
fin 7-17 2-3 16, Jordan 3-4 2-4 8, Paul 4-14
1-2 10, Crawford 6-14 0-0 13, Rivers 4-11
1-2 10, Hawes 4-6 2-2 11, DJnnesZAlZ
5, Turkoglu 0-0 0-0 0, Davis 3-91-2 7, Wil-
cox 2-6 1-1 6, Udoh 1-1 2-2 4. TotalsSSSl
13-20 94.

CLEVELAND — James 8-14 6-7 23, Love

n

dOlODD JJones 0-2 0-0 0.
Totals 3 72 35 44 105.

L.A. Clipg 20 22 2 31-9%

clevelamt 30 35 29 11-105

Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 5-22
(Rivers 1-2, Hawes 1-2, Paul 1-4, Wilcox
d 1-6, Davis 0-1, Barnes 0-

mes 1-2, Irving 1-3, Marion 0-1, JJones
0-2, Shumpert 0-3, Miller 0-5). Fouled
ut—None. Rebounds—L.A. Clippers 53

pers 29, Cleveland 21. Technicals—Barnes
z‘Jordan Paul, L.A. Clippers Coach Rivers.

Flags Fouls—Paul. Ejected—Barnes.
A— 20 552 o0, 562).

Hornets 94, Wizards 87

WASHINGTON — Pierce 7-13 3-4 19,

0 7, Humphries 2-9 0-0 4, Blair 2-50-0 4,
Porter 3-5 0-1 7, Butler 5-9 0-0 11. Totals.
35-84 12-17 87.

CHARLOTTE — Kidd-Gilchrist 2-4 7-8
11, Zeller 0-3 0-0 0, Jefferson 3-12 2-4 8,
Roberts 5-13 1-1 12, Henderson 10-15 7-8
27, Stephenson 4-11 0-0 11, M.Williams 3-
70-0 8, Maxiell 3-4 5-6 11, Neal 3-7 0-0 6.
Totals 33 76 22-27 94.

30 24 20 13-87
charlone 34 15 20 25-94
Three Pulnt Goals —Washington 5-10

(Pierc r 1-1, Butler 1-2, Temple

12, Wall 0-17, Charlotie 6-25 (Stephenson

3-8, M.Williams 2-5, Roberts 1-7, Hen-

derson 0-2, Neal 0-3). Fouled Out—None.

Rebounds—Washington 43 (Gortat 7),

Charlotte 59 (Jefferson 10). ~Assists—

Washington 20 (Wall 13), Charlotte 15

(Roberts 5). Total Fouls—Washington 26,

Charlotte 19. Technicals—Nene, Charlotte

Coach Clifford, Zeller. A—17,019 (19,077).

Calendar
Feb. 13-15 — All-Star weekend, New
r
Feh 19 — Trade deadline (3 p.m. EST).

pril 18 — Last day of regular season.
April 18 — Playoffs begin.

Tony Desak/AP

The Cavaliers’ Kevin Love shoots over the Los Angeles Clippers’
Matt Barnes during Thursday’s game in Cleveland. Love scored
team-high 24 points in the Cavaliers’ 105-94 win.

Cavs win 12th straight

Cleveland cruises
past LA behind
LeBron, Love

By Tom WITHERS
The Associated Press

CLEVELAND —Iman Shump-
ert softly played a harmonica in
the locker room as his teammates
dressed following a surprisingly
easy victory. In one corner, LeB-
ron James slipped on a tight black
T-shirt with RWTW on the front.

The initials stand for “Roll
With The Winners.”

Right now, no team in the NBA
is rolling like the Cavs.

James scored 23 points, Kevin
Love bounced back from a bad
game with 24 and Cleveland
pushed its winning streak to 12
games Thursday night with a
105-94 victory over the Los An-
geles Clippers, who also lost their
composure.

The Cavs built a 32-point lead in
the third quarter, allowing James
and Love, who scored a season-
low five in his previous game,
to sit out the fourth and rest for
Friday’s game at Indiana.

With their longest winning
streak since a franchise-best 13-
gamer in 2010, the Cavs moved
into first place in the Central
Division.

“Long-term,” said James, “that’s
exactly how we want to play. A
very, very good win for us.”

The Clippers were whistled
for five technical fouls, including
four in a contentious third quar-
ter when they lost their California
cool and forward Matt Barnes
was ejected.

Blake Griffin scored 16 and
Jamal Crawford 13 for Los Ange-
les, whose subs made it respect-
able in the fourth by outscoring
Cleveland’s reserves 31-11.

“We just got our butt kicked,”
said Clippers coach Doc Rivers,
who considered pulling his start-
ers at halftime. “It’s on all of us.
We have to do a better job. Clear-
ly, I didn’t do my job. We weren’t
prepared from the beginning. I
a thought when they jumped on us
early it was over.”

Hornets hand slumping Wizards fifth consecutive loss

The Associated Press

the Hornets (22-27).

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Gerald Hender-
son scored 27 points and Charlotte de-
feated Washington for the second time this
week, 94-87.

Henderson was 10-for-15 from the field
as the Hornets beat the Wizards for the
fifth straight time. Charlotte won at Wash-
ington 92-88 on Monday night.

The Wizards have dropped five in a row
overall.

Brian Roberts had 12 points and pro-
vided a huge spark late in the third quar-
ter after Charlotte fell behind by 11. Lance
Stephenson, Michael Kidd-Gilchrist and
Jason Maxiell added 11 points apiece for

Paul Pierce scored 19 for the Wizards.
John Wall had 15 points and 13 assists.

Charlotte picked up its defense in the
fourth quarter, holding the Wizards to 5-
for-19 shooting.

Wizards guard Bradley Beal left in the
first half with an injury to his right big toe
and did not return.

Mavericks 101, Kings 78: Monta Ellis
had 21 points and six assists to lead visit-
ing Dallas, minus Dirk Nowitzki and Rajon
Rondo, over struggling Sacramento.

The Mavericks broke open a tie game in
the second quarter when they made nine
straight shots, including four three-point-

ers, in a 3%2-minute span as they outscored
the Kings 22-6. Dallas had a 37-20 edge in
the second to take a 60-43 halftime lead.

Tyson Chandler had 16 points and 16
rebounds for the Mavericks. Devin Harris
and J.J. Barea each scored 15 points, and
Richard Jefferson added 14.

Dallas coach Rick Carlisle chose to rest
Nowitzki on the second night of a back-to-
back. Rondo (broken orbital bone) missed
his third straight game.

DeMarcus Cousin had 23 points and 11
rebounds for the Kings, who have lost two
straight and 10 of 11. Sacramento missed
18 of 21 attempts from three-point terri-
tory and shot 36.7 percent overall.

Trail Blazers 108, Suns 87: LaMarcus
Aldridge had 19 points and 13 rebounds
for his team-record 220th double-double in
host Portland’s victory over Phoenix.

Nicolas Batum scored 20 points and
Robin Lopez, playing his second game
after missing 23 with a broken right hand,
had 11 points and 12 rebounds for the Blaz-
ers, who won their second straight after a
three-game skid.

Markieff Morris had 18 points for the
Suns, who dropped their third in a row.
Phoenix climbed back into the game in the
third period after trailing by 19 in the first
half, but ultimately the Blazers thwarted
the rally with a dominant fourth quarter.
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

’'s Domantas Sabonis shoots over Santa Clara’s Emmanuel
Ndumanya on Thursday in Santa Clara, Calif. The No. 2 Bulldogs
rallied past the Broncos 77-63 for their 16th straight win.

No. 2 Gonzaga rallies
to 16th consecutive win

By Josu Dusow
The Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — As
soon as Gonzaga stopped giving
the ball away, the Bulldogs shot
their way to another victory.

Did you know

Santa Clara

Byron Wesley scored 17 points last beat a
and keyed a crucial second-half ranked team
run that helped No. 2 Gonzaga on Nov.

rally for its 16th straight win with
a 77-63 victory over Santa Clara
on Thursday night.

Kyle Wiltjer led the way with 22
points and Gary Bell Jr. added 16
for the Bulldogs (23-1, 11-0 West
Coast Conference), who shot a
season-high 69 percent from the
field to overcome a sloppy first
half and win the game.

“We had 10 turnovers in the
first half,” Wesley said. “That’s
unlike us. We knew once we
started taking care of the ball and
make them take tough shots, we’d
be fine.”

Jared Brownridge scored 25
points to lead the Broncos (11-
13, 5-7), who have lost 26 straight
games against ranked teams and
10 straight to the Bulldogs.

“We have to understand that
if we play that hard all the time,
we’ll win some games,” coach
Kerry Keating said.

Gonzaga fell behind by six early

18, 2004, when it
defeated eventual
national champion
North Carolina 77-66.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

shooting better than 70 percent
from the field.

The Bulldogs then tightened up
on defense while still converting
at a torrid pace offensively and
tied the game at 47 when Kevin
Pangos hit a three-pointer for his
first points of the game with 14:37
left

Wesley then scored the next
five points to give Gonzaga the
lead for good. The Bulldogs went
on a 16-3 run overall as the Bron-
cos missed eight of nine shots to
end their upset bid.

“In the first half, they were hit-
ting a lot of shots,” Wiltjer said.

We got stops in the second half.
That’s what really changed the
momentum.”

Bell started the game quickly,
making three straight three-
pointers to give Gonzaga a 21-10
lead less than 7 minutes into the
game. But the Broncos rallied
behind Brownridge and a string
of Bulldogs turnovers to take the
lead at halftime.

Brownridge hit a three-pointer
to cap a 10-0 run that gave Santa
Clara its first lead of the game.
Brownridge scored the final 12
points of the half for Santa Clara,
including a layup that made it 36-
34 at the break.

“They’re the No. 2 team in the
country coming in, so we had
some extra energy and we were
able to feed off the fans,” Brown-
ridge said. “Now we have to keep
this going into our next game.”

Despite leading the team in
scoring, Wiltjer would have rather
had two fewer points. He dunked
at the buzzer, drawing boos from
the crowd and the ire of coach
Mark Few about the needless ex-
clamation point.

“I feel really bad for that,”
Wiltjer said. “I apologize to the
fans and the coaches. It’s the heat
of the moment. Someone said

in the second half on a three- “What really made the differ- something on the sideline and I
pointer by Brandon Clark despite ence was our defensive efficiency. took it personal. That’s not me.”

Cincinnati finishes strong, knocks off No. 23 SMU

By STEPHEN HAWKINS
The Associated Press

DALLAS — Once Cincinnati settled
down and got away from an early turn-
over-per-minute pace, everything turned
out OK against No. 23 SMU.

So far, the Bearcats are the only Ameri-
can Athletic Conference team to beat coach
Larry Brown’s squad. And they have done
it twice.

Jermaine Sanders scored 15 points, in-
cluding one of two huge three-pointers for
Cincinnati as it started to pull away late in
a 62-54 win Thursday night over a Mus-
tangs team playing its first game since
getting back into the Top 25.

“We shot ourselves in the foot by throw-
ing the ball away so much. Once we got
past that, then we were fine,” associate
head coach Larry Davis said. “It could
have been a disaster. We could have been
down 20 the way we were turning the ball
over.”

Cincinnati (16-6, 7-3 American Ath-
letic) didn’t miss a shot in the first 10
minutes of the game, but took only three
shots while committing 10 turnovers in
that span.

After being plagued by all those mis-
cues and down only 25-20 at halftime,
the Bearcats pulled out the game that
featured nine lead changes and eight ties
after that. They led for good after Octavius
Ellis made two free throws to make it 45-
44 with 7'~ minutes left, then Sanders and
Shaq Thomas hit big threes late.

“Players made plays in the second half,”
Davis said. “Guys jumped up and made

Cincinnati’s Shaquille Thomas (3) and i (15)

Tony Gurierrez/AP

to stop a dunk

attempt by SMU’s Yanick Moreira on Thursday in Dallas. The Bearcats rallied to a 62-
54 victory, beating the Mustangs for the second time this season.

shots, but again, we kept defending. I can’t
say enough about the kids’ character and
how they just kept fighting when they were
turning it over, and it wasn’t going right for
them.”

Sanders swished a three-pointer from
the right corner with 4:40 left to put Cin-
cinnati up 53-46.

SMU (18-5, 9-2), which was up by eight
points early, pulled to 55-52 after Sterling
Brown had a putback of his own shot after
he had rebounded a Cincinnati miss and
drove the court only to miss a layup.

But with the shot clock running down
after the Bearcats got the ball back, Thom-
as hit from the right wing.

Brown can only hope that his Mustangs
have the same response to another loss to
Cincinnati.

SMU has won 16 of its last 18 games. The
only losses in that span are both against
Cincinnati, including one on the road the
first weekend of January before the eight-
game winning streak that was snapped at
Moody Coliseum.

“As a coaching staff, we’ve got to coach
them better and have confidence that our
kids are going to go out the next game
and be better,” Brown said. “That’s what
happened the last time we played Cincin-
nati. We’ve got to learn from this and move
on.”

Farad Cobb and Troy Caupain each
added 14 points for the Bearcats, who shot
57 percent overall (21-for-37) and finished
with 17 turnovers.

Cannen Cunningham led SMU with 14
points while Sterling Brown had 12.
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NHL

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlan

Tampa Bay
Detroit
Montreal
Boston
Florida
Ottawa
Toronto
Buffalo

N.Y. Islanders

N.Y. Rangers
Washington
philadelphia
New Jersey
Columbus:
Carolina

Western Conference

Central Di

Pts GF GA

Nashville 3 2 155 123
St. Louis 4 2 165 121
Chicago 1 4 155 118
Winnipeg 6 1146 140
Colorado 2 5 134 146
Minnesota 4 4 138 140
Dallas 3 4 162 167

cific Divisiol

Anaheim 4 4 157 140
San Jose 8 3 149 144
Calgary 9 1152 132
Vancouver 8 9 135 131
Los Angeles 1 12 54136 139
Arizona o 5 121 173
Edmonton 7 120 172
Note: TwO Dmnts for a win, one point

for overtimg
sday 'S games.
N.Y. Islanders 3, Ph\lade\phlaz so
Carolina 2, Arizona

San Jose's, Vancouver 1

Friday’s games
Toronto at New leracy
Anaheim at Washington
st. Louis at Columbus
Chicago at WmnlDeQ
Pittsburgh at Calgay

2y's games

N.Y. Rangere a6 Nashuile
Los Angeles at Tampa Bay
N.Y. Islanders at Boston
Dalias at Buffalo
Edmonton at Toronto
New Jersey at Montreal
Columbus at Ottawa
Colorado at Minnesota
Detroit at Arizona
Pittshurgh at vancouver
Carolina at San Jose

unday's games
Chicago at St. Louis
Nashville at Florida
Philadelphia at Washington
N.Y. Islanders at BUffalo
Anaheim at Tampa Bay
Dallas at N.Y. Rangers
Colorado at Winnipeg
Montreal at Boston

Thursday
Blues 3, Sabres 0
0 l Z 3

ond Permd 1, St. Lou\s‘ Jaskm 6
(Butler, Rame),
2 st.

Panthers 3, Kings 2

Los Angeles 19012
nrst Penod-l Florida, Barkov 7 (Boy-

es, Huberdeat 1 Z Los
Nicgain 3 (D brown, Gaboril, 1
Third Period—3, Los Angeles, Gaborik
16 (Kopitar, D.Brown), p). 4, Flor-
ida, Bjugstad 17, 7:26, 5, Florida, Pirri 9

(Figischmann, Kdlikow). 16:55.
n Goal—Los' Angeies 14-8-9—

S, Angeles,

31, Flomdaa -5-7—20.
r-play opportunities—Los Ange-
Ies 1 of  2; Florida 0 of 1.
es—Los Angeles, Quick 17-15- 10
0 shots 17 Saves). Florida, Luongo
13-8 (31-29).
A—9,624 (17,040). T—2:28.

Islanders 3, Flyers 2 (SO)
slanders 0 2 g 0-3

hiladel) 11 o 2
N Y. IsI inders won shootout
lPerlod 1 Philadelphia, SchultZZ

(Lecavaller), 24
-2, philadelphia,
Vandevelde & oemalier, MacooralD,
3, N.Y.Islanders, Grabovski 8, 16:48.
LRy Islanders Ciutterbuck 5 (Nelson,
Hickey), 18
shootout—N Y. Islanders 2 (Nlelsen G,
Ealley NG, Tavares NG, Strome NG, Nel-
on NG, Grabovski NG, Clut(erbuck G),
Philadelphia 1 (voracek NG, Giroux NG,
Simmonds G, B.Schenn NG, Lecavalier
NG, Read NG, Couturier NG).
Islandgrs 11-11-7-

z

A—19, 042 (19 541). T—2:39.
Ducks 5, Predators 2

221—5

ash II
nrs! Penud 1, Anaheim, Sllfverbe rg
2, Anahewm Vatanen 11

sh).
(Stoner, Rakell), 13
ond Period—3, Anaheim, Beleskey
20 (Rakell, Beauchemin), 1.4, Anaheim,
Silfyerberg § (Fowler Brewen.
ashville, Witkon 17
(Bartleyv o 5

(Forsberg, Josi), 15:53'(pp).
perty 22 (Kesler, Cogliano), 18141 (en:
n Goal—Anaheim 8-16-2—26.
Nashville 10153446,
Power-play nppoﬂum es—Anaheim 0

of N

m Andersen 29-7-5
46 éh°§5)44 saves) Nashville, Rinne 29-
72
A-17,113 (17,113). T=2:31.

Lightning 5, Stars 3
Ta“ma Bay z n 3 5

Fist period—1, Tampa Bay, stamikos
28 (Callahan, Barberio), 3: 112, Tampa
Bay, Hedman'c (Stamkos), &

o Period~3. Baitas, Kiingberg 10
(Seiuln Goligoski), 15:21. 4, Dallas, Goli-
goski 2 (Fiddler, Horcoff) 1

hird Period—5, Tampa Bay, Johnson

5 (Ruchero, Kilorns. 1537 (op). 5 Da-
e Bsiey %5 Casenn bomers,
Tampa Bay, ) Sohnson'15 Boyie. patan.
a Bay, Kucherov 18 (Palat),

hots on Goal—Tampa Bay 7-6-16—29.
36.

Louis,
Y

Power-| nlay onpnrlun ies—St. Louis 0
of 1; Buffalo

Goalie: —St Louls, Allen 15-5-2 (23
shots-23 saves). Buffalo, Enroth 12-20-2
(29-27).

A—18,912 (19,070). T=2:15.

Capitals 2, Senators 1
g\lashmglon

0.
Second period—1, onawa, Tdrrie 10
(stone, Hoffman), 13:15. 2, Washington,
(Orpik, Wilson), 13:28.
Washington, Ovechkin 32 (Beagle, Jo-
hansson), 14:17.
Shots on Goal—Washington 6-16-7—
29. Ottawa 6-10-10—26.

s—Washing-

of 4.
oaliesWashington, Holtby 25:10-9
(26 shots-25 saves). Ottawa, Lehner 7-10-
(29-27).
A—16,543 (19,153). T=2:19.

Sharks 5, Canucks 1

San Jose 1228
Vancouver -1
First Period—1, San Jose, |rwm4(Ten-
nyson, Coutur
econd Period—2, San Jose, Karlsson
9 (Burns) 6:24. 3, San Jose, Pavelski 28
(Couture, Marlea(), 19:45 (pp.

Third_ Perlod—4, San Jose, Tierney 1
(Burns, Vlasic), . 5, Vancouver, Vrba-
ta 20 (Stanton), 18:03. 6, San Jose, Desjar-
dins 3 (Tierney, Tarasov), 19:55,

hots on Goal—San Jose 16-14-8—38.
Vancouver &-12-13—34,

er-play opportun
of 4; Vancouvero of 3.
—San Jose, Niemi 22-11-6 (34
shots-33 savesy. vancouver, Miller 24-13-
1(38-33).
A—18,508 (18,910). T—2:29.

s—San Jose 1

Dal\as 11-17-8—.
Tampa
Bay 10f Dallas ° 0(4
Bay, Vasilevskiy 4-1-0
(36 shots-: 33 saves) Dallas, Lehtonen 21-
12-8 (28-24).
A—16,010 (18,532). T=2:32.

Red Wings 3, Avalanche 0

01 2-3
Cotorado

Second Period— 1Detro|t‘AhdeIkader
12 {Fettorberg, Nyauish, 13:2

frd Poriodms. Detrolt, Helm 10 (Ta-
tar, Datsyuk 15223 Comso 3. Detroit, Gian-
ening 7 (Quincey), 19:45 (en.
hots on_ Goal~Detroit 5-13-11-29.
Colorado 12-9
nwer-play opportumnes—Detmlt 1
2 C

ciz, Mrazek 12-4-1 (28
hots 28 saves) Colorado, Varlamov 14-
11-7 (27-26).
A—18,087 (18,007). T—2:25.

Hurricanes 2, Coyotes 1 (SO)

Carolina 1 0 0 [

Arixona
a won shoolout 1-0

st Penn —1, Carolina, Rask 7 (Hain-

ile: 3. 2, Arizona, Moss 1 (Yan-
dle Chlpchura) 6:38.

ootout—Carolina 1 (Lindholm G,
Rask NG), Arizona 0 (Lessio NG, Gagner
NG, Vermette NG).

Shots on Goal—carolmaa 13-15-5—41.

Arizona 11-7-10-1—29.

-1

ies—Carolina 0

Goalies—Carolina, Ward 12-18-4 (29
?hots )28 saves). Arizona, Smith 9-21-5

41-40}

A—12,649 (17,125). T—2:30.

Calendar
b. 21 — Stadium Series: LOS Angeles
i

Fel
vs. San Jose at Santa Clara,
rch 2 — NHL trade deadllne

Gary WiEPERT/AP

St. Louis center David Backes, left, shoots on a breakaway against Buffalo goaltender Jhonas Enroth
during the second period of Thursday’s game in Buffalo, N.Y. St. Louis won 3-0.

Roundup

Blues top Sabres, stretch
point streak to 13 games

The Associated Press

BUFFALO, NY. — David
Backes and the St. Louis Blues
have goalie Jake Allen to thank
for extending their point streak
to a franchise-best 13 straight
games.

Though the Blues were far
from perfect, Allen was unbeat-
able in stopping 23 shots in a 3-
0 win over the Buffalo Sabres on
Thursday night.

“We’re not going to put a bow
on it and send it to anybody. But
we're going to take the two points,”
Backes said. “We had phenom-
enal goaltending once again that
kept us in the game long enough
for where we were able to capital-
ize on a few chances.”

Dmitrij Jaskin scored on a
wraparound late in the second
period, and Vladimir Tarasenko
tapped in Backes’ pass in the
third period for St. Louis, which
improved its run to 12-0-1. Jaden
Schwartz added an empty-netter
as the Blues won their seventh
straight.

Allen did the grunt work in pre-
serving the shutout.

First, he got his left pad out
to stop former Blues teammate
Chris Stewart on a breakaway
with 7:32 left in the second pe-
riod. Stewart was foiled again on
a one-timer 3:45 into the third
period. Some three minutes later,
Allen stopped Brian Flynn on two
chances during a short-handed
breakaway.

“I was just trying to wait him
out as long as I could and got a
stick on it,” Allen said of Flynn’s
chances.

Islanders 3, Flyers 2 (S0): Cal
Clutterbuck scored the deciding
goal in the seventh round of the
shootout. Clutterbuck also scored
in regulation for visiting New
York, as did Mikhail Grabovski.

After Clutterbuck’s wrister got
past Mason, Sean Couturier was
denied by Jaroslav Halak on the
tying attempt and Philadelphia’s
season-high four-game winning
streak was over.

Panthers 3, Kings 2: Brandon
Pirri scored with 3:05 remaining
to lift host Florida over struggling
Los Angeles.

Nick Bjugstad and Aleksander
Barkov also scored for the Pan-
thers, and Roberto Luongo
stopped 29 shots.

Capitals 3, Senators 2: Alex
Ovechkin scored the winning
goal, Evgeny Kuznetsov also
scored for visiting Washington
and Braden Holtby picked up his
25th win of the season by stop-
ping 25 shots.

Kyle Turris scored the lone
Ottawa goal, and Robin Lehner
made 27 saves.

Red Wings 3, Avalanche O:
Petr Mrazek had 28 saves for his
first shutout of the season and
visiting Detroit scored twice into
empty nets.

Justin Abdelkader put the Red
Wings on the scoreboard in the
second period, and Darren Helm

and Luke Glendening added
empty-net goals in the last three
minutes.

Ducks 5, Predators 2: Jakob
Silfverberg scored two goals, and
visiting Anaheim took the top of
the NHL standings for itself.

Anaheim and Nashville came
in tied atop both the NHL and
the Western Conference with 72
points, though the Predators have
agame in hand.

Lightning 5, Stars Tyler
Johnson scored two third-period
goals, lifting visting Tampa Bay.

Johnson tipped Brian Boyle’s
shot from the top of the left fa-
ceoff circle down between goalie
Kari Lehtonen’s legs to break a
3-3 tie with 3:37 remaining. He'd
put Tampa Bay ahead 3-2 with a
power-play goal at 12:27.

Hurricanes 2, Coyotes 1 (SO):
Eric Lindholm scored the only
goal of the shootout to lift visiting
Carolina.

Carolina’s Victor Rask and Ar-
izona’s David Moss scored early,
then the teams went scoreless
through the rest of regulation and
overtime.

Sharks 5, Canucks 1: Antti
Niemi made 33 saves as visit-
ing San Jose defeated listless
Vancouver.

Matt Irwin, Melker Karlsson,
Joe Pavelski, Andrew Desjardins
and Chris Tierney, with his first
NHL goal, scored for San Jose.
Brent Burns and Logan Couture
each added two assists. Tierney
also tacked on an assist.
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SKIING

JoHN LocHer/AP

Bode Miller loses his edge Thursday during the men’s super-G at the alpine skiing world championships in Beaver Creek, Colo.

Bode may be finished

Miller's career in jeopardy following injury

By PaT GRAHAM
The Associated Press

BEAVER CREEK, Colo. — Bode Mill-
er’s world championships are now over.
His career? On hold for the moment.

Miller underwent surgery to fix a torn
right hamstring tendon when his ski ap-
peared to slice him after a gruesome crash
in a super-G race Thursday.

The injury is supposed to sideline the 37-
year-old for at least two months.

Might be longer. Maybe even for good.

The six-time Olympic medalist was on
the fence about a return to ski racing next
season long before the crash. He had back
surgery in November and his aim was to
return in time for worlds.

He did. But in his first race this season,
he wiped out. A bad wipeout, too.

Miller’s not the kind to return to the
‘World Cup scene simply for a farewell tour
or anything. That’s not his style.

“If this is it, then I'll talk to my wife
and make a plan,” Miller said last month
after squeezing in some training at Beaver
Creek to test his back. “If my body feels
good, maybe I keep skiing?

“T've had a remarkable run and put my
body through so much. To expect it to come
back again and not run into the same things
you see 21-, 22-year-old kids running into?
T'm not delusional. It’s a risk.”

On the course, he’s all about risks. And
for the first half of his race Thursday, he
was vintage Miller.

“Bode was skiing outstanding,” U.S.
men’s coach Sasha Rearick said. “He was
going for it.”

Marco Trovati/AP

Bode Miller waves to the crowd after
crashing during the men’s super-G. He
suffered a torn right hamstring tendon
and didn't finish the race.

Then Miller’s left arm hooked a gate,
sending him spiraling out of control. Both
of his skis popped off and he rolled head-
over-ski-boots down the hill.

After coming to a stop, he slowly got up,
gathered his skis, clicked back in and fin-
ished his run, even with a deep gash on his
leg.

He waved to the crowd, perhaps one final
nod to the fans who've always rooted for
him because of his gambler’s mentality.

“Bode is an exciting racer to watch,”
teammate Ted Ligety said. “He knew he
had to put it on the limit in order to get on
the podium today. “

Here are things to know:

Moving tribute: Before the super-G on
Thursday, there was a moment of silence
for two U.S. Ski Team prospects killed in
an avalanche in Austria last month. There
were green-painted signs honoring Ron-
nie Berlack, 20, and Bryce Astle, 19, say-
ing, “Ski in Peace.” The tributes touched
Berlack’s father. “Bryce and Ronnie were
two bright stars and sometimes the bright
stars leave the night sky first,” Steve Ber-
lack said. “That’s just sadly what happened
here.” Sam Morse, a good friend of Ronnie
Berlack, was one of the forerunners for the
race and skied with “RB” and “BA” stick-
ers on his helmet and with his friends on
his mind.

Making friends: Tina Maze of Slovenia
had a fast downhill training run Thursday,
finding the right line. Her secret? “Fi-
nally, I became friends with this slope,”
said Maze, who tied Dominique Gisin of
Switzerland for the Olympic downbhill gold
medal in Sochi.

Austria’s
Reichelt
captures
super-G

By Pat GRAHAM
The Associated Press

BEAVER CREEK, Colo. — Bode Miller
smacked a gate so hard he crashed, open-
ing a deep gash on his right leg and tearing
a tendon that required surgery Thursday
night after the super-G race at the world
championships.

Norway’s Kjetil Jansrud hit another
panel and needed his left shoulder checked
out.

This demanding and daunting course
took a toll on some of the biggest names
in skiing. Not Hannes Reichelt, though.
The Austrian tamed this tricky terrain,
winning the super-G after Miller tumbled
down the hill.

Reichelt finished in 1 minute, 15.68 sec-
onds — 0.11 seconds faster than Canada’s
Dustin Cook, who made a surprise run
from back in the pack. Adrien Theaux of
France earned the bronze.

Miller wasn’t the only skier to get caught
up in a gate. Jansrud crashed through one
with his left shoulder, but kept going and
tied for fourth. The Norwegian team later
said the shoulder appeared OK, but he was
in pain.

Jansrud, the Olympic super-G champion
at the Sochi Games, is still looking for his
first medal at the worlds.

This is Reichelt’s first world champion-
ship gold medal. He’s made himself right at
home on this course, winning a World Cup
super-G at Beaver Creek in December.

“That’s sounds really good — world
champion,” said Reichelt, who had herni-
ated disk surgery a year ago that knocked
him out of the Sochi Olympics. “I'm feeling
relaxed. The pressure before was really
high. Not from outside, but from my side.

“I said, ‘OK, you have to repeat the suc-
cess of December.” To repeat something is
so difficult.”

Cook started as racer No. 28, but used a
fast run to finish a surprising runner-up.

Marco Trovati/AP

Austria’s Hannes Reichelt holds a flag up
behind him on the podium Thursday after
he won the men’s super-G at the world
championships in Beaver Creek, Colo.
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GOLF

Lenny leNeLzi/AP

Tiger Woods hits from the green-side bunker on the par-five 14th hole of the north course Thursday at Torrey Pines during the first
round of the Farmers Insurance Open in San Diego. Woods made par, but wound up withdrawing from the tournament.

Back pain sidelines Tiger

Woods withdraws for third time in eight tournaments

By Douc FERGUSON
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — New season, same old
story with Tiger Woods.

Only it’s no longer a happy tale.

For the third time in his last eight PGA
Tour events, Woods got into a cart in the
middle of his round and was driven to the
parking lot because of back pain. Most
troubling about Thursday in the Farmers
Insurance Open was he spoke only a week
ago of feeling “great” physically, and this
was only his second event of the year.

He blamed this one on the weather,
which caused his “glutes” to shut off.

Woods walked off the course after 11
holes on the North Course at Torrey Pines,
citing tightness in his lower back from
standing around for more than an hour
in the cool Pacific air during a fog delay
in the morning. He never looked comfort-
able, and Billy Horschel noticed it right
away. Woods was reaching for his back at
the turn. Horschel tried to help by picking
up the tee for Woods on their 10th hole and
the ball from the cup when Woods made
birdie.

“I was ready to go,” Woods said. “I had
a good warmup session the first time
around. Then we stood out here and I got
cold, and everything started deactivating
again. And it’s frustrating that I just can’t
stay activated. That’s just kind of the way
itis.”

Woods now has gone 12 straight PGA
Tour events without a top 10, dating to his
runner-up finish in The Barclays in 2013
‘when back pain dropped him to his knees.
This was his first round since a career-
high 82 last week in the Phoenix Open to
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tie for last with a club pro and miss the cut
by 12 shots.

“It’s tough to see a guy I look up to, a
guy I consider a friend, to have issues with
spasms,” Horschel said. “It’s tough to see
him go, but he was in quite a bit of pain.”

Nicholas Thompson had an 8-under 64
on the North Course and had a one-shot
lead over Michael Thompson when play
was suspended by darkness. Brooks Ko-
epka, coming off his victory in the Phoenix
Open, had a 66 on the North. The best score
on the tougher South Course belonged to

Open.

Jhonnatan Vegas, who shot 67.

Dustin Johnson, playing for the first
time since his six-month leave for “person-
al challenges,” holed out for eagle on No. 4
on the South Course as his lone highlight.
He had five bogeys and was 2 over with one
hole remaining.

But this day was all about Woods, which
used to be typical at Torrey Pines because
he has won the tournament seven times.
Thursday was different. Several players
came out of the scoring area and said,
“What happened to Tiger?”
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Pancake
shoots 67,
leads by 1
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PARADISE ISLAND, Bahamas
— Brooke Pancake shot a 6-under 67 on
Thursday to take a one-stroke lead in the
suspended first round of the Bahamas
LPGA Classic.

Play was suspended for the day at 2:47
p.m. and more than inch of rain fell on At-
lantis Resort’s Ocean Club course. In May
2013, the inaugural event was reduced to
three 12-hole rounds because of flooding.

Playing in calmer morning conditions,
Pancake birdied six of her first seven holes
in her bogey-free round.

“I luckily got to get out early this morn-
ing,” Pancake said. “I gave myself a lot of
birdie looks and I really took advantage of
those.”

Second-ranked Inbee Park was tied for
second with Natalie Gulbis and Brittany
Lincicome. Gulbis is making her first start
since having hip surgery in November.

“I hitit good,” Gulbis said. “It’s been like
any other getting ready for the season. I
didn’t play last week. I wasn’t quite ready
last week. I'm just happy to be back.”

Lincicome played in wind gusting
around 20 mph.

“It was different out there,” Lincicome
said. “Every time I was with a left-to-right
wind, I either snap-hooked it way left or
blocked it way right. But when the wind
was right to left, I crushed it and I did re-
ally well.”

Lydia Ko, playing her first event since
taking the No. 1 spot in the world ranking,
was 1 under through eight holes. The 17-
year-old New Zealander tied for second
last week in the season-opening event in
Florida, to break Tiger Woods’ record as
the youngest player to reach No. 1.

“We’ve still got 10 more holes and I know
there are birdie opportunities,” Ko said.
“The 18th is a par 5, too. We’ve just got to
stay patient. Hopefully, I will make a cou-
ple more birdies down the stretch.”

'GA European Tour: Defending champi-
on Lee Westwood was joined by a fast-fin-
ishing Alejandro Canizares of Spain to top
the Malaysian Open leaderboard by three
shots after the second round on Friday.

Westwood followed his opening 6-under-
par 66 with a 67, at one stage holding a
three-shot lead at Kuala Lumpur Golf and
Country Club.

But Canizares caught him with birdies
on three of the last four holes in a bogey-
free 65, the best score of the tournament.
He has shot in the 60s in eight of his last
10 rounds.

At 11-under 133 overall, they lead by
three from Bernd Wiesberger, the Aus-
trian who has been threatening a third
European Tour win in the past month. On
the desert swing, he tied for sixth in Abu
Dhabi, was third in Doha, and tied for
fourth in Dubai.

Wiesberger was a shot ahead of Paul
Waring of England (68), and Peter Lawrie
of Ireland (66).

“I was leading this time last year, and
I'm leading again,” Westwood said after
rolling in a 15-foot birdie putt on the 18th

reen.

“I feel like I'm capable of a lot of low
scores, my swing is getting towards where
I want it, and I'm feeling comfortable on
the greens.”
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Bode Miller crashes Thursday during the men’s super-G

at the alpine skiing world championships in Beaver Creek,

Colo. Miller was seriously injured during the crash.
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