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The Navy has been testing the $40 million laser weapon system (LaW$) aboard the USS Ponce, an afloat forward staging base
deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet, to see how it will hold up to the rigors of a maritime environment.

Navy encouraged by performance of LaWsS on USS Ponce

By HENDRICK SIMOES
Stars and Stripes

MANAMA, Bahrain — The U.S. Navy
is one step closer to outfitting ships with
lasers that officials say can hit air and sur-
face targets with precision.

Although the laser weapon system is still
in the testing phase, Navy personnel and
officials — from the operator directing the
laser beam to the chief of naval operations
— are excited about what it can do.

The laser weapon system, known as
LaWs, was installed during the summer

The system
was used to ,

through this
metal plate,
which sits i

on the 43-year-old USS Ponce — an afloat
forward staging base deployed to the U.S.
5th Fleet — to evaluate how the system
handles a rugged maritime environment.

The laser is a directed-energy weapon
that can target both air and surface targets
— either with lethal or nonlethal force, de-
pending on the power setting.

Over the years, researchers have made
significant improvements to the weapon’s
ruggedness, range and power and beam
quality.

SEE LASER ON PAGE 4

Hostages
die during
rescue
attempt

Imminent danger’ seen
before special ops raid

By AuMED AL-HAJ AND JULIE PACE
The Associated Press

SANAA, Yemen — An American pho-
tojournalist and a South African teacher
held by al-Qaida militants in Yemen
were killed Saturday during a U.S.-led
rescue operation that President Barack
Obama said he ordered because of “im-
minent danger” to the U.S. hostage.

U.S. officials be-
lieve the militants
shot the two men
during a firefight,
and that both were
alive when Ameri-
can forces pulled
them from a build-
ing on the group’s
compound and put
them on aircraft,
where medical
teams operated on
them during a short
flight to the USS Makin Island, a Navy
ship in the region.

South African Pierre Korkie is be-
lieved to have died during the flight,
while American Luke Somers died on
the ship, according to senior U.S. offi-
cials who spoke on condition of anonym-
ity because the information had yet to be
approved for release.

About 40 U.S. special operations troops
were part of the mission, the U.S. offi-
cials said. The rescuers, backed by Ye-
meni ground forces, got within 100 yards
of the compound in southern Shabwa
province when they were spotted by the
militants, and the skirmish ensued.
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“My final message to
everybody: Put the gun
down and come out from
the forest. It's a nice life
out here.”

— Lorenzo Vinciguerra, a former
hostage of Philippines militants.
He escaped after more than two

years of jungle captivity

See story on Page 11
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Up to 1,000 troops to stay longer

Afghan force level
to exceed original
plan in early 2015

BY RoBERT BURNs
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — U.S.
Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel
said Saturday the United States
will keep as many as 1,000 more
troops in Afghanistan than
planned for the first part of 2015.

At a joint news conference
at the presidential palace with
President Ashraf Ghani, Hagel
said the original plan to cut U.S.
troop levels to 9,800 by the end
of this year had been abandoned,
but not because of a recent surge
in Taliban attacks.

Hagel said the U.S. will keep
up to 10,800 troops for the first
few months of next year and then
restart the drawdown, which is
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led to reach 5,500 troops
by the end of 2015.

The U.S. decided to keep addi-
tional forces in the country tem-
porarily because planned troop
commitments by U.S. allies for a
NATO train-and-assist mission
starting in January have been
slow to materialize.

President Barack Obama “has
provided U.S. military command-
ers the flexibility to manage any
temporary force shortfall that we
mightexperience forafew months
as we allow for coalition troops to
arrive in theater,” he said. “But
the president’s authorization will
not change our troops’ missions,
or the long-term timeline for our
drawdown,” he added.

On his final visit to Afghanistan
as U.S. defense secretary, Hagel
said with striking optimism that
he believes Afghans will success-
fully put down a surge in Taliban
attacks in the capital and stabilize
the nation.

Hagel arrived in Kabul on a
previously unannounced trip
one day after Obama declared he
would nominate one of Hagel’s
former deputies, Ashton Carter,
to succeed Hagel, who resigned
under pressure Nov. 24

In an interview with reporters
traveling with him from Wash-

Mark WiLson/AP

U.S. Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel is greeted by Gen. John F. Campbell after arriving Saturday in

Kabul, Afghanistan.

ington aboard a military aircraft,
Hagel was in a reflective mood
about America’s longest war. He
recalled arriving in Kabul in
January 2002 as a member of a
congressional delegation when
security was so dicey that the
lawmakers arrived under cover
of darkness and left before dawn.
Hagel at the time was a Republi-
can senator from Nebraska.

The Taliban, which had ruled
Afghanistan since 1996, were
forced from power in late 2001
just weeks after a U.S.-led inva-
sion prompted by the 9/11 terror-
ist attacks. But they recovered
gradually after the U.S. shifted
its military focus to Iraq in 2003,
and by 2008, the U.S. was conced-
ing that the war in Afghanistan
was stalemated.

Hagel, on his fourth trip to Af-
ghanistan as defense secretary,
said it should not be surprising
that the Taliban are still able to
launch significant attacks in the
capital.

“The Taliban are going to con-
tinue to have pockets of resur-
gence, and it’s predictable that
they would do everything they
possibly could to disrupt” the new

Afghan government under Ghani
and Chief Executive Officer
Abdullah Abdullah, Hagel said.

The Taliban clearly are aiming
to disrupt the new government
and to undermine confidence in
it. But Hagel said they have failed
thus far and are unlikely to ever
succeed.

“I have confidence in the Af-
ghan security forces that they
will continue to meet these chal-
lenges,” he said.

Hagel said that during his
visit he intended to discuss with
Ghani and Abdullah the state of
security in Kabul and ways that
it can be improved. He said the
main reason for his visit is to
reinforce support for their new
government, to reiterate a long-
term U.S. commitment here and
to thank American troops.

The U.S.-led war in Afghani-
stan has lasted far longer than
anyone predicted at the outset in
October 2001, and the final re-
sult, after more than 2,200 U.S.
deaths, remains in doubt even as
Obama officially ends the U.S.
combat mission Dec. 31.

Hagel said that in hindsight,
the struggle to prevent Afghani-

stan from reverting to a haven
for al-Qaida has been difficult but
worthwhile.

“As difficult, as challenging, as
long as this has been, by any defi-
nition the country of Afghanistan,
the people of Afghanistan, are far
better off today than they were 13
years ago, if for no other reason
than they have the opportunity to
decide their own fate, their own
way, on their terms,” he said.

“They’re not completely there
yet, but they’ve come a long way
and that’s to the credit certainly
of the United States,” Hagel said.

At the peak in 2010-2011, the
U.S. had 100,000 troops in Af-
ghanistan. The Americans have
fought alongside troops from a
coalition of countries, including
Britain, Canada, Australia, Italy,
Denmark, Turkey and Poland.

About 9,800 U.S. troops are to
remain after this year as part of a
NATO mission, dubbed Resolute
Support, to train and assist Af-
ghan security forces and to carry
out counterterrorism missions.
The U.S. troop total is to shrink
further to 5,500 by the end of next
year, but the pace of the decline is
yet to be decided.
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EBOLA OUTBREAK

)
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Ebola health care workers carry the body of a man suspected of dying from the Ebola virus in the small
village of Gbah on the outskirts of Monrovia, Liberia, on Friday.

Virus claims 2 more Sierra Leone doctors

By CLARENCE Roy-MACAULAY
The Associated Press

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone
— Two more Sierra Leonean doc-
tors have died from Ebola, fur-
ther depleting the West African
country’s ability to respond to the
devastating outbreak, health offi-
cials said Saturday.

The deaths bring the number of
Sierra Leonean doctors killed by
Ebola to nine.

The disease is spread through
the bodily fluids of people show-
ing symptoms and people who
have died of the disease. Because
transmission requires close con-
tact with those fluids, health

workers are among the most at
risk of contracting it, and hun-
dreds have become infected in
this outbreak.

Dr. Thomas Rogers, who had
worked at Connaught Hospital in
the capital, died Friday, accord-
ing to Chief Medical Officer Dr.
Brima Kargbo. Dr. Dauda Ko-
roma also died Friday, said Jona-
than Abass Kamara, a spokesman
for the Health Ministry.

In all, 11 Sierra Leonean doc-
tors have been infected; one has
been cured and another is still in
treatment.

The high number of infections
in health workers has deterred

many from volunteering to work
on Ebola wards, especially local
health workers. While foreign
doctors and nurses who have be-
come infected have been evacu-
ated for treatment at world-class
hospitals abroad, locals are typi-
cally treated in-country.

In an effort to address that dis-
parity, special clinics dedicated
to the treatment of health care
workers and staffed by foreigners
have opened in Sierra Leone and
Liberia, and another is planned
for Guinea. Rogers was treated
at one of those, a clinic in Kerry
Town staffed by British army
medics.

‘Czar’ urges Congress to authorize funding

By Mart HANSEN
Tribune Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The Ebola
outbreak can only be successfully
contained if the U.S. takes the lead
and provides funding to fight the
deadly virus at home and in West
Africa, the man tapped to coordi-
nate the federal government’s re-
sponse to the disease said Friday.

“In this case, America has to
lead, and it has led,” said Ron
Klain, the nation’s Ebola “czar,”
reiterating the administration’s
appeal for more money from Con-
gress to fight the disease.

Klain called on lawmakers
to pass an emergency spending
request put forth by President
Barack Obama that would au-
thorize $6.18 billion for domestic
readiness as well as efforts on the
ground in West Africa. Of that
amount, $1.54 billion would be
used as reserve funding in case
of a resurgence of the disease or a
worsening outbreak in the United
States.

Klain said that although U.S.
efforts have had an effect in fight-
ing the outbreak, dedicated funds
need to be set aside for recur-
rences, even as public attention in
this country has drifted from the

threat.

“No one a year ago had Ebola
response in their budgets,” he said
during a talk at Georgetown Uni-
versity in Washington alongside
Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the

National
4 Institutes
of Health.
The only “Those re-
way we can  sources are
runningout.
keep up the 7 ot
response way we can
e is to keep up the
% response
get this — let alone
emergency expand ithf
i is to get this
funding ,  emetsency
request. funding
Ron Klain Tequest.
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in addition
to stopping the current outbreak,
increased funding could have a
significant effect on devastated
health care systems in West Af-
rica and other parts of the world
where insufficient or nonexistent
health care can exacerbate the
spread of the disease.
“If something good comes out of
this, it is a realization that if you
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US troops’ work in
Ebola zones ending
as infections drop

By STEVEN BEARDSLEY
Stars and Stripes

The commander of U.S. forces
deployed to the Ebola outbreak
in West Africa says troops are
finishing much of their work in
the country and will expect new
direction by month’s end.

Seven Ebola treatment units
have been turned over to Liberian
officials, and another 10 will be
finished by the end of December,
said Maj. Gen. Gary Volesky, the
joint force commander for Opera-
tion United Assistance. Troops
are still training local health care
workers and performing lab work
to diagnose the disease — tasks
increasingly assumed by U.S. and
international aid workers.

“The decision point there is
what’s next after those tasks are
done,” said Volesky, who also
commands the 101st Airborne
Division. “I'll have a lot of sol-
diers, sailors or Marines without
a lot to occupy them once that
time comes.”

New cases of the infectious dis-
ease have fallen in recent months
in Liberia, where the bulk of the
military’s roughly 2,700 troops
are based.

The international and local re-
sponse has grown since troops
first arrived in October. The
United Nations, the World Food
Program and task forces from
other countries — including the
United Kingdom, France and
China — have all expanded their
role.

Volesky’s boss, U.S. Africa
C d Chief Gen. David Ro-

of health care infrastructure, how
vulnerable you are to so many
things,” Fauci said.

Klain noted the deaths of other
patients from medical complica-
tions, including malaria, because
doctors have been overwhelmed
by the Ebola outbreak.

Klain, who has been criticized
by Republicans for his lack of
medical experience, said he was
tapped for the job because of his
experience handling complicated
projects involving multiple gov-
ernment agencies.

He said the Ebola response was
particularly ingbecauseit
involved multiple layers of govern-
ment, including state departments
of health and local hospitals.

Five U.S. airports that handle
much of the incoming traffic
from Ebola-stricken countries
now screen for the virus, and
state health departments have
established 21-day monitoring
programs for travelers returning
from West Africa.

The Department of Health and
Human Services has announced
that 35 hospitals across the coun-
try have established Ebola treat-
ment wings.

driguez, said last week that many
of the deployed units could soon
either return home or be deployed
elsewhere in the region.

As of last week, infection rates
were climbing in Guinea and
parts of Sierra Leone, includ-
ing the capital of Freetown, ac-
cording to the World Health
Organization.

The role, if any, of U.S. military
units in other parts of the region
is still under discussion, said Mia
Beers, head of the USAID Disas-
ter Assistance Response Team,
which is leading the U.S. response
in the region.

Volesky, who spoke from Mon-
rovia in a telephone interview
with Stars and Stripes, said he
would expect force size to fall in
January if current progress in Li-
beria holds.

Some units have already gone
home, including a Seabee unit and
a Marine tilt-rotor Osprey unit.
The Pentagon has named the new
headquarters unit to take over for
the 101st, as well as the Reserve
and National Guard units to ro-
tate into the region.

Their deployment status is now
unclear, although Volesky said

he remains in close contact with
them.

There have been more than
17,000 confirmed cases of the
Ebola virus and more than 6,000
deaths since January, according
to the WHO.

The military expected a mis-
sion lasting as long as six months
and requiring as many as 4,000
troops when it began deploying
soldiers this fall. It later capped
the force at 3,000 as the situation
improved and aid organizations
expanded their reach in Liberia.

The U.N. is now responsible
for moving the bulk of materials
throughout the region, includ-
ing protective gear and medical
equipment. Itbegan airlifting sup-
plies into West Africa in Novem-
ber, and is now using helicopters

to fly blood

r's samples to
I'll have labs for faster

diagnosis.
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that time Monrovia.
comes.” Trends in
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Operation United Positive.  In-
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is now isolating 70 percent of
new Ebola patients and burying
70 percent of victims, important
benchmarks for turning the dis-
ease back, according to the WHO.
Volesky said there were only nine
confirmed infections and 30 pos-
sible cases last Thursday, versus
52 confirmed and 80 possible in
September.

Officials warn that infection
rates remain higher in rural areas
of the country and that gains can
quickly be lost. Aid workers are
now focusing on the county and
local levels, where isolation cen-
ters are being built to stage pa-
tients before they can be taken to
a treatment center. The military
is also training health workers
in rural areas of the country in-
stead of having them travel to
Monrovia.

“We’re out at a point where
we're aggressively hunting the
disease,” said Beers.

Volesky said he’s encouraged
by the progress but remains
cautious.

“No one’s declaring victory,”
he said.

beardsley.steven@stripes.com
Twitter: @sjbeardsley
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LASER: System provides USS Ponce with ‘superb defensive depth’

FROM FRONT PAGE

Chief of Naval Operations Adm.
Jonathan Greenert said the weap-
on could be a game changer.

“Imagine you take this ... you
double or triple the power on
this, you’re going from a close-in
‘weapon system to cruise-missile-
like weapons system to ballistic-
defense-type weapon system,”
Greenert told Stars and Stripes
after visiting the Ponce and see-
ing the laser firsthand.

The Ponce provided a test plat-
form to see how well the laser
could hit targets from a moving
platform subject to unstable con-
ditions at sea.

Officials were pleased with the
initial testing of the system.

“For the most part, each event
went as planned or better than
planned,” said Capt. Dale Maxey,
who was the commanding officer
of the Ponce during the installa-
tion and testing. The crew fired
at mock-up surface and air tar-
gets. “It proved to be very effec-
tive against UAVs,” Maxey said,
referring to unmanned aerial
vehicles.

The laser can blind sensors,
target electronics or destroy a
target with precision. For ex-
ample, officials said, to destroy a
target, the laser can be fired at its
fuel tank.

But officials say one of most
useful features doesn’t involve
firing the laser at all. The system
can track targets at a greater dis-
tance than other shipboard equip-
ment — including at night.

“It’s great as far as determin-
ing what a contact is doing,” said
Lt. j.g. Katie Woodard, the officer
in charge of the laser weapon sys-
tem aboard the Ponce. “We have
a great optic system on there.

“It gives us more time to deal
with contacts,” she said, refer-
ring to any object that may be ap-
proaching the ship from the air or
water.

Lt. Kristofer Kalstad super-
vised the initial use of the weapon
aboard the ship.

“This brings so much more to
the table than just a weapon sys-
tem, defensive or otherwise,” he
said.

The laser is operated by a single
person from a station inside the
ship’s combat information center.

“The operator requires skill. It’s
not as automated as some systems
becauseit’s early on,” Maxey said.
An operator can move and fire
the laser using a hand controller
similar to ones used with popular
gaming consoles. “There is an art
to the operator,” Maxey said.

While the laser was briefly
tested two years ago on the guid-
ed-missile destroyer USS Dewey
in San Diego, the Ponce is the

o
PeTer D. LawLor/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert gets a firsthand look on Nov. 26 at the directed-energy Laser Weapon System operator’s
console aboard the afloat forward staging base USS Ponce.

Protos By HENDRICK SiMOES/Stars and Stripes

The system, which is being evaluated for its performance in a rugged maritime environment, sits directly above the bridge.

first deployed ship to include it in
its arsenal. The sailors who work
with the laser aboard the Ponce
are charged with developing pro-
cedures for its use and mainte-
nance at sea.

“We put it out here specifically
to learn additional things, to test
tactics, to find out how the envi-
ronment affects it.” Maxey said.

Kalstad said the system has
“exceeded expectations.” Its abil-
ity to perform in a harsh maritime

environment of sea spray, dust
and sand has diminished some of
the “very serious concerns” that
existed before the installation.

Maxey said the laser gives the
ship a “superb defensive depth”
that allowed him to sleep better at
night.

The Ponce’s defensive arsenal
includes Phalanx close-in weapon
system gun mounts and the 25-
mm machine gun system. Maxey
said the laser doesn’t replace those

but that it’s an
addition.”

Officials said a single laser shot
costs about $1 in energy costs
— compared to the high expense
of using projectile weapons. The
laser isn’t cheap, though: It cost
about $40 million to develop.

The U.S. Navy won’t be install-
ing its new laser weapon system
on ships throughout the fleet any
time soon, despite the initial suc-
cess aboard the Ponce. The sys-

tem is still in the experimental
phase, and testing on the Ponce
will continue for an undetermined
period.

In addition, the laser and its
components — generators, cool-
ers and various other components
— require quite a bit of space.

“I would put a LaWS on every
ship,” Greenert said, “if I could
miniaturize it and fit it.”

simoes.hendrick@stripes.com
Twitter: @hendricksimoes.
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Navy civilian

charged

in leak

of USS Ford info

By MATT ZAPOTOSKY
The Washington Post

A Naval engineer was charged
Friday with trying to leak draw-
ings of the military’s new aircraft
carrier to the Egyptian govern-
ment, not knowing that he was
dealing with an undercover FBI
agent.

Federal authorities alleged in
court filings that Mostafa Ahmed
Awwad, 35, of Yorktown, Va., gave
computer drawings of the USS
Gerald R. Ford to an agent pos-
ing as an Egyptian intelligence
officer and talked about where
to shoot the vessel to sink it. He
was charged with attempted ex-
portation of defense articles and
technical data and was ordered
held after an initial appearance
Friday in federal district court in
Norfolk, Va.

Awwad’s alleged plot was a star-
tling one, potentially threatening
the security of a carrier that offi-
cials have hailed as a technologi-
cal marvel. The ship — which will
eventually weigh 100,000 tons and
hold 4,660 staffers and 75 aircraft
— is expected to cost $13 billion
to complete. It is being built in
Virginia.

Authorities alleged in court fil-
ings that Awwad, a civilian who
worked in the Nuclear Engineer-
ing and Planning Department at
the Norfolk Naval Shipyard, had
a secret clearance and that some
of the materials he provided to the
undercover agent were not sup-
posed to be released to non-U.S.
citizens, or contained technical
data that was subject to U.S. export
laws. The court filings stated that
Awwad was born in Saudi Arabia
but had married a U.S. citizen in
Cairo in 2007 and went about be-
coming a U.S. citizen then.

Itisunclear why authorities first
became concerned with Awwad,
but in September, an undercover
agent speaking in Arabic and
identifying himself as “Yousef”
from Washington, D.C., called the
engineer and asked to meet at a
park in Hampton, Va., according
to a search warrant affidavit.

Awwad, who had been work-
ing at the Norfolk shipyard since
February and had the secret
clearance for only about a month,
agreed to meet without asking for
any more information, authorities
alleged in the affidavit.

The events that transpired in
the following months seem drawn
from the pages of a spy novel.

Awwad told the agent he want-
ed to use his Navy position to
help give military technology to
Egypt, according to the affidavit.
The pair met at the Sandy Bot-
tom Nature Park in Hampton,
Va., and used a dead-drop loca-
tion — a secret hole in the ground

Steve EarLey, THE (NorFoLK, VA.)
IRGINIAN-PILOT/AP

Mostafa Ahmed Awwad was
arrested on charges he tried to
steal schematics for the USS
Gerald R. Ford aircraft carrier.

off a secluded hiking trail where
each could leave materials for the
other to find — to avoid law en-
forcement detection, according to
the affidavit.

They also exchanged pay-as-
you-go phones and agreed to code
their emails. Awwad, for example,
used the pseudonym “Cathy Jean”
and the subject line “Sick” to indi-
cate a problem, according to the
affidavit. At one meeting, Awwad
flashed a .45-caliber handgun, ac-
cording to the affidavit.

Awwad described to the agent a
plan he had to bug his computer
so that he could copy restricted
materials without drawing atten-
tion, according to the affidavit.
But authorities allege he also used
more old-fashioned methods. At
one point, he asked the agent for
money to buy a pinhole camera,
and he was spotted in his office at
the shipyard using what appeared
to be a pocket camera to take
photos of an aircraft carrier’s de-
sign schematics, according to the
affidavit.

The affidavit describes at least
10 drawings of the USS Ford that
Awwad gave to the undercover
agent.

A spokeswoman for Hunting-
ton Ingalls Industries, which is
building the USS Ford, declined
to comment for this story, re-
ferring inquiries to the Navy. A
spokesman for the Norfolk Naval
Shipyard said he was unable to
comment immediately, and an-
other Navy spokesman did not im-
mediately respond to a message
seeking comment.

No lawyer was listed for Awwad
in court records, and relatives
could not immediately be located.

By Kim HoNE-MCMAHAN
Akron (Ohio) Beacon Journal

BARBERTON, Ohio — Tom
Stiles’ heart ached when his son
and best buddy, Joshua, left for the
U.S. Navy just before Christmas
last year. While he was a proud
papa, he knew he would miss him
terribly. So Tom found therapy in
writing cards to our servicemen
and women — thousands of them.

Sitting in the lobby of Summa
Barberton Hospital, where Tom
is a surgical assistant, is a small
table with a selection of Christ-
mas cards, pens and a sign that
reads “Stiles Salutes Our Military
Troops.”

The table is placed beneath the
hospital’s Wall of Courage — a dis-
play of photos of hospital relatives
who are in the military. Anyone is
welcome to fill out a card. As for
Tom, he pens a message inside 10
to 15 cards daily.

“Merry Christmas, Happy New
Year. May God bless you and
watch over you and your team.
Thank you for all that you do to
keep us safe and free. Thank you
for your time, your service, and
your sacrifices.

“You are all American heroes
to us. You may be far from your
home, but you are never far from
our hearts and our prayers.

“Love and respect,

“Tom

“Green, Ohio”

“I'would love to tell them in per-
son,” said Tom, whose 20-year-old
son is currently serving as a sea-
man apprentice on the USS Abra-
ham Lincoln in Norfolk, Va.

The idea took off after Tom
spotted another group on the In-
ternet that was doing something
similar. Excited, he went shop-
ping to look for cards and discov-
ered some made in the USA by
Fantus Paper Products. A perfect

PHotos BY KAREN ScHiELy, AkroN (OHI0) Beacon JournaL/TNS

Tom Stiles, a surgical assistant at Summa Barberton Hospital in Ohio, started sending holiday cards to
servicemembers overseas after his son, Joshua, joined the Navy. He set up a table at the entrance of the
hospital for others to write cards for members of the military.

Inspired by son’s service,
father pens cards for troops

Joshua Stiles

match, he reasoned, for saluting
our soldiers.

Last year he filled 2,000 cards
with his special message. After
Christmas, he called the compa-
ny to see if they could cut him a
break on the cost of the cards for
this year. Impressed with Tom’s
project, Fantus agreed to give him
the cards, provided he paid for the
shipping to his home.

Tom works on the cards, which
are addressed to “any service
member” and sent to military
serving overseas, each day of
the year. Next year, he expects to
write nearly 5,000 himself. And

others have begun to lend a help-
ing hand, including at least one
church and students at Green and
Norton schools. He’s also received
signed cards from celebrities like
Chuck Norris, Ted Nugent, Jeff
Foxworthy, Donald Trump, Judge
Jeanine Pirro, former Cavalier
Larry Nance and more.

Tom takes care of the postage,
which is about $16 to mail 800
cards in flat rate boxes — well, on
most days.

During a recent visit to the Bar-
berton post office, a man who was
working there asked Tom about
the cards. When he explained, the
man leaned over the counter and
shook his hand.

“You are done,” he told Tom.

“But I haven’t paid you,” he
answered.

“Looks like zero to me,” the
man said, reaching for his wallet
and removing the money needed
to pay for Tom’s shipment.

And that small gesture meant
the world to Tom.

“It’s not about the money. It's
about what he did and why. That
is so incredible to me,” he said,
blinking away the tears in his
eyes. “You see, my ultimate goal is
for my son to call me one day and
tell me he got one of my cards.”

HELP

IS ON
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Militant rebels squeeze out Syrian moderates

By Liz SLy
The Washington Post

ANTAKYA, Turkey — The
main al-Qaida affiliate in Syria is
extending its control over a swath
of territory that was until recent-
ly held by the collapsing moder-
ate opposition, jeopardizing U.S.
plans to form a new rebel force to
fight extremists.

Since routing two of the biggest
Western-backed rebel movements
last month from the province of
1dlib, Jabhat al-Nusra has been
steadily consolidating its position
as the single most powerful mili-
tary force in northwestern Syria.

The group has overrun towns
and villages throughout the prov-
ince, has secured supply routes
into neighboring Turkey and
potentially paved the way for
the establishment of an Islamic
‘“emirate” — a competing entity
to the “caliphate” declared last
summer by the Islamic State in

northeastern Syria and western
Iraq.

The al-Qaida affiliate’s ex-
panding footprint risks further
complicating the U.S.-led effort
to contain and destroy the far
more powerful Islamic State, a
fierce Nusra rival that ejected the
al-Qaida loyalists from its territo-
ries last summer.

If the fighting in Syria contin-
ues on its current trajectory, the
country soon will be partitioned
almost entirely between jihad-
ist forces and those of the Assad
regime, leaving the moderate
rebels without territory and the
United States without allies in
the strategically important coun-
try, rebel commanders and ana-
lysts say.

Meanwhile, Pentagon plans to
train and equip a force of 5,000
rebels in northern Syria to fight
against the Islamic State are
still being formulated. A loca-

tion south of the Turkish capital,
Ankara, has been identified as a
base for training the first 2,000
rebels, and the opposition has
been given a date — February 1
— for the first classes to begin,
according to Syrian opposition
representatives.

But U.S. officials have yet to
meet with Syrian opposition
leaders to discuss the program,
are still debating with Turkey
which groups will be picked and
have not yet finalized the ques-
tions to be asked in the vetting
process.

Rear Admiral John Kirby, the
Pentagon spokesman, said on
Thursday that officials are still
waiting for funds to implement
the program. The money was au-
thorized later that day with the
passage by Congress of a Defense
authorization bill.

By the time the process gets
underway, there may not be any

moderate rebels left to aid, said
Yezid Sayegh of the Carnegie
Middle East Center in Beirut.

The policy “assumes a contin-
ued viable presence of the mod-
erate opposition inside Syria. The
fact of the ascendance of Jabhat
al-Nusra is rendering these ideas
moot,” he said. “By the time these
things become a reality on the
ground, Jabhat al-Nusra will have
already acquired such a degree of
control the policy will no longer
be feasible.”

Rebel commanders say there is
still life in the Free Syrian Army,
the umbrella name used by mod-
erate groups, even as it fights for
its survival on two fronts, against
the government and against the
Islamic State. A covert, CIA-run
program to aid moderate rebels
has helped hold off a government
advance that threatens to dislodge
them from Aleppo, their most im-
portant stronghold, located to the

east of Idlib.

U.S. officials have said they
are considering expanding that
program in light of the recent set-
backs, acknowledging the need
for what one official called “a
little more urgency.”

But while some rebel leaders
say they have been promised in-
creased resources, others say
their support has been suspended
since the Jabhat al-Nusra offen-
sive. All say the limited aid in any
case never amounted to enough to
ensure their survival.

“If we see our support continue
at the same levels we've had in
the past, in the next three to six
months we will see the moderate
rebels disappear,” said Khalid
Saleh, the spokesman for Hara-
kat Hazm, the biggest recipient
of U.S. support, which was ousted
by Jabhat al-Nusra from its head-
quarters in Idlib last month.

Islamic State group
attacks Syria base

By Bassem MRoOUE
The Associated Press

BEIRUT — Islamic State
group fighters stormed parts of
a sprawling army air base Satur-
day in eastern Syria after days of
clashes that killed dozens on both
sides, activists said, while state
media reported that the offensive
was repelled.

The base, outside the city of
Deir el-Zour, has been used by the
government in the past months to
launch air raids on areas held by
the Islamic State group bordering
Iraq.

The Islamic State group is try-
ing to capture the air base and a
nearby barracks known as Bri-
gade 137 to eliminate the main
pocket of resistance in the area
and provide a major morale and
propaganda boost after a string of
setbacks in recent weeks.

The Britain-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights said
the latest attack began Saturday
with a suicide car bomb at the
main entrance of the Deir el-

Zour air base. Later Saturday, the
push stopped after fighters came
under heavy shelling from army
positions, it added.

The group said that some Is-
lamic State fighters had breath-
ing problems in the area after
government forces used chlorine
gas against them.

Syrian state TV quoted an un-
named military official as saying
that troops repelled attempts by
“terrorists” on several areas near
the city of Deir el-Zour and killed
“tens of them and destroyed their
vehicles and weapons.”

The Islamic State group began
a major offensive on the air base,
one of the last government-held
areas in the province of Deir el-
Zour, on Thursday.

The Observatory said that since
Thursday, 119 fighters on both
sides have been killed, including
51 troops and pro-government
militiamen. It said some 68 Islam-
ic State group fighters have been
killed, of which 33 were Syrians
and two were French citizens.

Good to go

Jokn PriLip WAGNER JR.,

Courtesy oF THE U.S. Navv/AP

Sailors assigned to the Fighting Redcocks of Strike Fighter Squadron 22 signal Friday that an aircraft is
ready for launch from the am_:raﬂ carrier USS Carl V'nson as the shlp conducts_lllyit operations in the

U.S. 5th Fleet area of

Islamic State militants

in Iraq and Syria.
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Great Britain to boost

By ApAM SCHRECK
The Associated Press

MANAMA, Bahrain — Brit-
ain’s top diplomat said Saturday
his country has signed a deal
with Bahrain that will bolster the
United Kingdom’s military pres-
ence in the island nation and give
it amore permanent naval base in
the oil-rich Persian Gulf region.

The agreement marks a strate-
gic shift for Britain, which formal-
ly withdrew from its major Gulf
military bases in 1971. It comes

as the U.K., the United States and
their allies seek to push back Is-
lamic State group militants that
have taken over large parts of
Iran and Syria and as world pow-
ers work to forge a lasting nuclear
deal with Iran, which sits just
across the Gulf from Bahrain.

British  Foreign Secretary
Philip Hammond emphasized
his country’s historic links to the
Gulf in announcing the plans at a
security conference in the Bah-
raini capital, Manama.

military presence in Persian Gulf

“In a globalized world, our do-
mestic security and prosperity
depends on developments beyond
our shores,” Hammond said.
“Your security concerns are our
security concerns.”

Tiny Bahrain already hosts the
U.S. Navy’s Sth Fleet, which is re-
sponsible for operations around
the Arabian Peninsula as well as
parts of the Indian Ocean.

The deal ensures a permanent
footing for the Royal Navy in the
oil-rich Gulf, Hammond said. The

Strait of Hormuz, which is the
Gulf’s only exit and is bounded by
Iran and Oman, is the route for 30
percent of world oil supplies car-
ried by tanker ships.

The agreement calls for im-
proved onshore facilities at Bah-
rain’s Mina Salman port that will
give the Royal Navy a base to
plan, to store equipment and to
house military personnel.

Four British minesweepers are
already based in Bahrain, and
other British ships rely on facili-

ties in the kingdom. Those opera-
tions were carried out on an ad
hoc basis, and left personnel rely-
ing on “frankly very poor tempo-
rary accommodation,” Hammond
said.

He did not say how much the
expanded operation would cost.

Defense Secretary Michael
Fallon described the facility as “a
permanent expansion of the Royal
Navy’s footprint” that will ensure
Britain can send more ships and
bigger vessels into the Gulf.
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Suspected al-Qaida
operative detained

A suspected member of al-
Qaida who had recently been des-
ignated a global terrorist by the
United States has been detained
in Jordan. The United States is
also investigating whether he
played a role in the 2012 attacks
on U.S. facilities in Benghazi.

U.S. officials, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity to discuss
an ongoing investigation, iden-
tified the man as Abd al-Baset
Azzouz, a Libyan national. De-
tails about his capture and what
charges he could face in the Unit-
ed States remain unclear.

Turkish media reported that
Azzouz was captured Nov. 13 in
an operation in Yalova, which is
about 100 miles south of Istanbul,
and was later deported to Jordan.

Azzouz has not been named in
any public statements or reports
about those sought in connection
with the Benghazi attacks. While
the State Department designated
Azzouz as a terrorist, it is not
known if there are any criminal
charges against him that would
facilitate his extradition to the
United States.

British jihadists receive
steep sentences

LONDON — Two British men
who traveled to Syria to join the
fight against the Assad regime
armed with copies of “Arabic
for Dummies” and “The Koran
for Dummies” face record jail
sentences of almost 18 years
after pleading guilty to terrorist
offenses.

Yusuf Sarwar and Mohammed
Ahmed, both 22, can be released
for the last five years of the term
under extended bail, intended to
“punish, deter and incapacitate”
them, Judge Michael Topolski
said as he delivered the heaviest
punishment to date for Syrian
related-offenses.

The pair, from Birmingham,
bought the two reference books
before traveling to Syria in 2012.
Sarwar’s mother found a letter in
her son’s room saying he wanted
to die a martyr and reported him
to anti-terrorist police.

Bombings 10 people
in Iraq, officials say

BAGHDAD — A string of
bombings targeting Shiites killed
10 people Saturday around Bagh-
dad, Iraqi officials said.

Police officials said the first
attack took place Saturday morn-
ing when a bomb exploded near
a market in the Shiite section of
the town of Mahmudiyah, kill-
ing five people and wounding 12.
Mahmudiyah is 20 miles south of
the capital.

Later Saturday, police said a
bomb attached to a mini-bus ex-
ploded in the capital’s suburb of
Husseiniyah, killing two passen-
gers and wounding nine.

In eastern Baghdad, police
said a bomb blast near food stalls
serving Shiite pilgrims killed
three people and wounded eight.
The pilgrims were heading to the
Shiite holy city of Karbala to at-
tend the religious commemora-
tion known as Arbaeen.

From wire reports.

Hostages:

FROM FRONT PAGE

Yemen’s highest security body,
the Supreme Security Commit-
tee, issued a rare statement ac-
knowledging that the country’s
forces had carried out the raid
with “American friends.” The
committee said all the militants
who were holding the hostages
were killed in the operation.

The second rescue attempt
in less than two weeks to free
Somers was prompted by a video
posted online earlier in the week
in which al-Qaida in the Arabian
Peninsula threatened to kill the
photographer within 72 hours.

But an aid group helping nego-
tiate Korkie's release said he was
to be freed Sunday and his wife
was told that “the wait is almost
over.”

In a statement, Obama did not
address Korkie by name, only
saying he “authorized the res-
cue of any other hostages held
in the same location as Luke.”
The South African government
did not immediately comment on
Korkie’s death.

Information “indicated that
Luke’s life was in imminent dan-
ger,” Obama said. “Based on this
assessment, and as soon as there
was reliable
intelligence
and an opera-
tional plan,
I authorized
a rescue
attempt.”

Officials
said Obama
authorized
the rescue
mission Fri-
day  morn-
ing and was
informed that evening about the
outcome.

Lucy Somers, the photojournal-
ist’s sister, said that she and her
father learned of her 33-year-old
brother’s death from FBI agents
at midnight.

“We ask that all of Luke’s fam-
ily members be allowed to mourn
in peace,” she said from near
London.

Yemen’s national security
chief, Maj. Gen. Ali al-Ahmadi,
said the militants planned to kill
Luke Somers on Saturday, and
that prompted the joint mission.

“Al-Qaida promised to conduct
the execution (of Somers) today
so there was an attempt to save
them but unfortunately they shot
the hostage before or during the
attack,” al-Ahmadi said at a con-
ference in Manama, Bahrain.

The operation began before
dawn Saturday in a province
that is a stronghold of al-Qaida’s
branch in Yemen. U.S. drones
struck the Wadi Abdan area first,
followed by strafing runs by jets
before Yemeni ground forces
moved in, a Yemeni security offi-
cial said. Helicopters flew in more
forces to raid the house where the
two men were held, he said.

At least nine al-Qaida militants
were killed in an initial drone
strike, another security official
said. Both spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were not
authorized to speak to reporters.

U.S. officials said no American
forced were killed or injured. The

Raid was second attempt at rescue

Jaer Anmap GHRAB/AP

Luke Somers, seen in July 2013, was an American photojournalist
who was kidnapped over a year ago by al-Qaida.

American military team was on
the ground for about 30 minutes.
Officials also said that based on
the location on the compound
where Somers and Korkie were
found, there was no possibility
that the hostages were killed by
American fire.

U.S. Defense Secretary Chuck
Hagel said the rescue missios

Korkie was kidnapped in the
Yemeni city of Taiz in May 2013,
along with his wife, Yolande.
Militants later released her after
a nongovernmental group, Gift
of the Givers, helped negotiate
for her freedom. Those close to
Korkie said al-Qaida militants
demanded a $3 million ransom

was “extremely well d.
and was complicated and risky.
The two men “were murdered
by the AQAP terrorists dur-
ing the course of the operation,”
Hagel said during a visit to
Afghanistan.

The rescue mission was the
second by U.S. and Yemeni forces
searching for Somers, among the
roughly dozen hostages believed
held by al-Qaida militants in
Yemen.

On Nov. 25, American special
operations forces and Yemeni
soldiers raided a remote al-Qaida
safe haven in a desert region near
the Saudi border, freeing eight
captives, including Yemenis, a
Saudi and an Ethiopian. Somers,
a Briton and four others had been
moved days earlier, officials later
said.

Following that first raid, al-
Qaida militants released a video
Thursday that showed Somers.
The group threatened to kill him
in three days if the United States
did not meet unspecified demands
or if another rescue was made.

Somers was kidnapped in Sep-
tember 2013 as he left a super-
market in the Yemeni capital,
Sanaa, said Fakhri al-Arashi,
chief editor of the National
Yemen, where Somers worked as
acopy editor and a freelance pho-
tographer during the 2011 upris-
ing in Yemen.

Before her brother’s death,
Lucy Somers released an online
video describing him as a roman-
tic who “always believes the best
in people.” She ended with the
plea: “Please let him live.”

In a statement, Somers’ father,
Michael, also called his son “a
good friend of Yemen and the Ye-
meni people” and asked for his
safe release.

for his release.

“The p and emo-
tional devastation to Yolande and
her family will be compounded
by the knowledge that Pierre was
to be released by al-Qaida tomor-
row,” Gift of Givers said in a state-
ment Saturday.

“A team of Abyan leaders met
in Aden this morning and were

preparing the final security and
logistical arrangements, related
to hostage release mechanisms,
to bring Pierre to safety and free-
dom. It is even more tragic that
the words we used in a conver-
sation with Yolande at 5:59 this
morning was: ‘The wait is almost

Somers, who was born in Brit-
ain, earned a bachelor’s degree in
creative writing while attending
Beloit College in Wisconsin from
2004 through 2007.

“He really wanted to under-
stand the world,” said Shawn
Gillen, an English professor and
chairman of Beloit College’s jour-
nalism program who had Somers
as a student.

Fuad Al Kadas, who called
Somers one of his best friends,
said Somers spent time in Egypt
before finding work in Yemen.
Somers started teaching English
at a Yemen school but quickly
established himself as one of the
few foreign photographers in the
country, he said.

“He is a great man with a kind
heart who really loves the Yemeni
people and the country,” Al Kadas
wrote in an email from Yemen. He
said he last saw Somers the day
before Somers was kidnapped.

“He was so dedicated in trying
to help change Yemen’s future, to
do good things for the people that
he didn’t leave the country his en-
tire time here,” Al Kadas wrote.

Al-Arashi, his editor at the
National Yemen, recalled a mo-
ment when Somers edited a story
on other hostages held in the
country.

“He looked at me and said, ‘I
don’t want to be a hostage,” al-
Arashi said. “‘I don’t want to be
kidnapped.””
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Protesters of chokehold dea

The Associated Press

Demonstrators around  the
country staged die-ins, blocked
roadways and marched into stores
to protest a New York grand jury’s
decision to not indict a white po-
lice officer in the chokehold death
of an unarmed black man.

Tensions were already running
high around the nation because
of a grand jury’s decision almost
two weeks ago not to indict a white

officer in
r's the shooting
It makes  death of black
& 18-year-
us kids 3" Nichael
feel Brown in Fer-
safe, guson, Mo. On
un: 7 Wednesday,
that we're more protests
outsiders, erupted after
. a grand jury
enemies of i, New York
society_’ City decided
. not to indict a
Bennie ite officer
Mahonda i, the choke-
Aurora, Colo.,

hold death of
Eric Garner,
a black man
who gasped,
“I can’t breathe” while he was
being arrested for selling loose,
untaxed cigarettes.

Hundreds of protesters
marched and many briefly laid
down at Macy’s flagship store,
Grand Central Terminal and an
Apple store. They streamed along
Fifth Avenue sidewalks and other
parts of Manhattan with signs and
chants of “black lives matter” and
“I can’t breathe.”

News outlets reported that dem-
onstrators later blocked traffic on
FDR Drive in Lower Manhattan,
spurring arrests. Police didn’t im-
mediately have information on the
number arrests.

In Oakland, Calif., hundreds
of protesters briefly blocked In-
terstate 880, a major freeway, on
Friday night. There were no im-
mediate reports of any arrests or
injuries.

In suburban New York City on
Friday, about 65 demonstrators
lay down on a street corner in
protest. Among them were Jason
Walker, of Atlanta, who was in

eighth-grader

CuiFF Owen/AP

A protester raises his fist as he takes part in a 4'/2-minute “die-in”
- ; " > Washi

ile an in

New York for a wedding, and his
daughter, Jaidyn, 3. She told her
father she wanted to lie down
when the demonstrators did, and
she lay on the sidewalk for the full
seven minutes.

In New Haven, Conn., home
of Yale University, hundreds of
demonstrators marched Friday
afternoon from the law school to
the courthouse. In New Jersey,

on Friday.

dozens of students from Rutgers
University walked through New
Brunswick, slowing downtown
rush-hour traffic to a crawl and
forcing the city to postpone a tree-
lighting ceremony scheduled at
Monument Square.

In Colorado, students walked
out of class Friday to protest the
grand jury decisions. In Aurora,
a suburb of Denver, eighth-grader

th rally in US cities

NY police say victim
complicit in demise

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Eric Garner
was overweight and in poor
health. He was a nuisance to
shop owners who complained
about him selling untaxed
cigarettes on the street. When
police came to arrest him, he
resisted. And if he could re-
peatedly say, “I can’t breathe,”
it means he could breathe.

New York City police officers
were making such arguments
even before a grand jury decid-
ed against charges in Garner’s
death, saying the possibility
that he contributed to his own
demise has been drowned out
in the furor over race and law
enforcement.

Officers say the outcry has
left them feeling betrayed and
demonized by everyone from
the president and the mayor
to throngs of protesters who
scream at them on the street.

“Police officers feel like they
are being thrown under the
bus,” said Patrick Lynch, presi-
dent of the police union.

The grand jury last week
cleared a white patrolman,
Daniel Pantaleo, who was
caught on video applying what
appeared to be an illegal choke-
hold on the black man. Mayor
Bill de Blasio said the case un-
derscores the New York Police

Bennie Mahonda walked about
S miles to the municipal center
shouting, “Hands up, don’t shoot!”
to honks from passing cars. She
had her parents’ permission, but
she promised her mother she
would return to class after the
demonstration, which she called
“social studies outside of class.”
“It makes us kids feel unsafe,
that we’re outsiders, enemies of so-

Department’s need to improve
relations with minorities.

But Lynch said, “What we did
not hear is this: You cannot go
out and break the law. What we
did not hear is that you cannot
resist arrest. That’s a crime.”

At the noisy demonstrations
that have broken out over the
past few days, protesters have
confronted police who had
nothing to do with the case.
Signs read: “NYPD: Blood on
your hands,” “Racism Kkills”
and “Hey officers, choke me
or shoot me.” Some demonstra-
tors shouted, “NYPD pigs!”

Inprivate and inInternetchat
rooms, officers say they feel
demoralized, misunderstood
and “all alone.” Some are ad-
vising each other that the best
way to preserve their careers is
to stop making arrests like that
of Garner’s, in defiance of the
NYPD’s campaign of cracking
down on minor “quality-of-life”
offenses as a way to discourage
serious crime.

“Everyone is just demon-
izing the police,” said Maki
Haberfeld, a professor of police
studies at John Jay College of
criminal justice. “But police
follow orders and laws. Nobody
talks about the responsibility of
the politicians to explain to the
community why quality-of-life
enforcement is necessary.”

ciety,” said Bennie, who is black.
In Florida, activists marched
through the streets of midtown
Miami and blocked a major cause-
way connecting Miami to Miami
Beach. In Providence, R.L., sever-
al hundred people blocked down-
town streets, while city police had
to stop some protesters from walk-
ing onto Interstate 95 on Friday
night. No arrests were reported.

House GOP leaders move to avoid immigration showdown

By EricA WERNER
AND ANDREW TAYLOR
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Trying to
avoid a showdown over immigra-
tion, House Republican leaders
are moving to make a deal with
Democrats to pass a spending bill
that would keep the government
running past this week.

The emerging strategy follows
legislation passed Thursday by
the House declaring President
Barack Obama’s executive ac-
tions to curb deportations of im-
migrants in the U.S. illegally to
be “null and void.”

That legislation wasn’t enough
for some conservatives, who com-
plained that the only way to stop
Obama’s actions on immigration

would be to forbid them in legisla-
tion that must pass if the govern-
ment is to stay open.

Republican leaders are opposed
to that course of action, fearing a
government shutdown that they
don’t want, and they plan to rely
on Democratic votes to pass a bill
to keep the government going.

House Democratic Leader
Nancy Pelosi, of California, said
Friday that Democrats were
committed to keeping the govern-
ment open, but she warned that
Republicans could lose their sup-
port if they include too many con-
tentious so-called policy riders in
the spending bill on issues like
school lunch nutrition standards
and water quality.

“We haven’t seen the bill. But
there are some very destructive

riders in it that would be unac-
ceptable to us and, I think, unac-
ceptable to the American people,”
Pelosi said.

“The responsibility to keep gov-
ernment open is theirs. If the bill
is anything that we can support,
we will,” added Pelosi, who has
more leverage in the negotiations
because of House Speaker John
Boehner’s likely need to rely on
her to deliver Democratic votes.

The spending bill would pay
for the operations of most govern-
ment agencies for a year while
extending the Homeland Secu-
rity Department operations only
for a few months.

Homeland Security includes
the immigration agencies that
would carry out Obama’s ex-
ecutive actions, so the approach

would allow Republicans to revis-
it them early next year, once they
have control of the Senate and a
bigger majority in the House.

“We think this is the most prac-
tical way to fight the president’s
action,” said Boehner, R-Ohio.

Several conservative lawmak-
ers sounded resigned Thursday
to being ignored by Boehner,
who with a bigger majority next
year will have more room to ma-
neuver around balky tea party
lawmakers.

“My assumption is that the fix
is in, and they don’t need us,”
said Rep. Matt Salmon, R-Ariz.
“They’re going to vote this with a
large number of Democrats.”

The omnibus spending bill
would cover the approximately
one-third of the budget dedicated

to day-to-day operations of Cabi-
net agencies.

There’s slightly more than $1
trillion for the Pentagon and do-
mestic agencies, plus more than
$70 billion to tackle overseas mil-
itary operations in Afghanistan
and to fight Islamic State mili-
tants in Iraq and Syria.

Obama appeared likely to get
most of his $6.2 billion request
for fighting Ebola at home and in
Africa, but not the infrastructure
money he has requested.

Most of the money issues are
largely worked out, House Appro-
priations Committee spokeswom-
an Jennifer Hing said. But many
of the policy riders, on environ-
mental regulations, long-haul
trucker hours, labor relations and
more are unresolved.



Sunday, December 7,2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Pace 9

NATION

Rolling Stone backs away
from university rape story

By T. REEs SHAPIRO
The Washington Post

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. —
A University of Virginia student’s
harrowing description of a gang
rape at a fraternity, detailed in a
recent Rolling Stone article, began
to unravel Friday as interviews
revealed doubts about significant
elements of the account. The fra-
ternity issued a statement rebut-
ting the story, and Rolling Stone
ar i for alapse in j
and backed away from its article
on the case.

Jackie, a University of Virginia
junior, said she was ambushed
and raped by seven men at the Phi
KappaPsihouse
during a date
party in 2012,
allegations that
tore  through
the campus and
pushed the elite
public  school
into the epicen-
ter of a nation-
al  discussion

‘In the face of new
information, there
now appear to be
discrepancies in
Jackie’s account,

to her dorm, said the student, who
spoke on the condition of anonym-
ity because of the sensitivity of the
subject.

The friends said that details of
the attack have changed over time
and that they have not been able to
verify key points in recent days.

For example, an alleged attack-
er that Jackie identified to them
for the first time last week — a ju-
nior in 2012 who worked with her
as a university lifeguard — was
actually the name of a student who
belongs to a different fraternity,
and no one by that name has been
amember of Phi Kappa Psi.

Reached by phone, that man, a
University of Virginia graduate,
said Fri-
day that he
worked  at
the Aquatic
and Fitness
Center and
was familiar
with Jackie’s

But
added
that he never

about how uni- met Jackie
versities handle and we have come in  person
sex-assault i and  never
claims. Shock- to the co"CIus_lon took her out
ing for i'[i1 grule- that our trust in her on a date.
some etails, F y He also said
the account do.  Was misplaced. indmiom
scribed  Jackie Will Dana member of
enduring three Rolling Stone managing editor Phi Kappa
hours of succes- Psi.

sive rapes, an Jackie,
ordeal that left spoke

her blood-spattered and emotion-
ally devastated.

The University of Virginia fra-
ternity, Phi Kappa Psi, where the
attack was alleged to have oc-
curred, has said it has been work-
ing with police and has concluded
that the allegations are untrue.
Among other things, the frater-
nity said there was no event at the
house the night the attack was al-
leged to have happened.

A group of Jackie’s close friends,
who are advocates for sex-assault
awareness at the university, said
they believe something traumatic
happened to her, but they also
have come to doubt her account.

A student who came to Jackie’s
aid the night of the alleged at-
tack said in an interview late Fri-
day night that she did not appear
physically injured at the time but
was visibly shaken and told him
and two other friends that she had
been at a fraternity party and had
been forced to have oral sex with a
group of men.

They offered to get her help, and
she said she just wanted to return

to The Washington Post several
times during the past week, stood
by her account, offering a similar
version and details.

“I never asked for this” atten-
tion, she said in an interview.
“What bothers me is that so many
people act like it didn’t happen. It’s
my life. I have had to live with the
fact that it happened every day for
the last two years.”

A lawyer who is representing
Jackie said Friday that she and
her client are declining to com-
ment beyond her interviews. The
Washington Post generally does
not identify victims of sexual as-
sault without their permission and
is identifying Jackie by her nick-
name at her request.

The prominent fraternity —
whichhasbeenvilified, vandalized
and ultimately suspended on cam-
pus after Sabrina Rubin Erdely’s
Rolling Stone article went online
last month — said in its statement
Friday that its “initial doubts as to
the accuracy of the article have
only been strengthened as alumni
and undergraduate members have

delved deeper.”

Phi Kappa Psi said it did not host
“a date function or social event”
during the weekend of Sept. 28,
2012, when Jackie alleges she was
invited to a date party, lured into an
upstairs room and then ambushed
and gang-raped by seven men who
were “rushing” the fraternity.

The fraternity also said it has
reviewed the roster of employees
at the Aquatic and Fitness Cen-
ter for 2012 and found that it does
not list a member of the fraternity
— a detail Jackie provided in her
account to Rolling Stone and in
interviews with The Washington
Post — and that no member of the
house matches the description de-
tailed in the Rolling Stone account.
The statement also said the house
does not have pledges during the
fall semester.

“Moreover, no ritualized sexual
assault is part of our pledging or
initiating process,” the fraternity
said. “This notion is vile, and we
vehemently refute this claim.”

University President Teresa
Sullivan said Friday that the de-
velopments will not alter the uni-
versity’s focus on “one of the most
difficult and critical issues facing
higher education today: sexual
violence on college campuses.”

“The University remains first
and foremost concerned with the
care and support of our students
and, especially, any survivor of
sexual assault,” Sullivan said in
a statement. “Our students, their
safety, and their well-being, re-
main our top priority.”

Sullivan vowed to contin-
ue taking a “hard look” at the
school’s practices, policies and
procedures.

Capt. Gary Pleasants, of the
Charlottesville Police Depart-
ment, said detectives are looking
into the allegations at the request
of the university but declined to
comment on the status of that
investigation.

“Our purpose is to find the truth
in any matter, and that’s what we
are looking for here,” Pleasants
said. “These articles do not change
our focus moving forward.”

Rolling Stone’s editors apolo-
gized to readers for discrepancies
in the story, issuing a statement
and posting it on their website.
Will Dana, Rolling Stone’s manag-
ing editor, said there is fresh doubt
about the article.

“In the face of new information,
there now appear to be discrepan-
cies in Jackie’s account, and we
have come to the conclusion that
our trust in her was misplaced,”
he said in the statement.

Congress takes another
crack at Calif. memorial

WASHINGTON — One of the
nation’s longest-running church-
state conflicts could be nearing a
conclusion.

As part of a bill setting defense
policy, Congress would authorize
the defense secretary to transfer

a scenic parcel of federal land in
the La Jolla section of San Diego
to a private group — the Mount
Soledad Memorial Association.

The parcel contains a memorial
to the nation’s veterans and a 43-
foot-high cross that federal courts
have determined is an unconsti-
tutional effort by the government
to endorse a religion.

The federal government has
owned the land since 2006, when
Congress stepped in to acquire
the parcel from the city, which
was facing court-ordered fines.

Still, after more than 25 years
of litigation, nobody familiar with
the dispute will be surprised if
this latest effort falls short.

The Associated Press

Judy Huth

Bill Cosby

LA police investigating
Cosby molestation claim

By ANTHONY MCCARTNEY
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Los Angeles
police opened an investigation into
a woman’s claims that Bill Cosby
molested her when she was 15
years old, a department spokes-
woman said.

The investigation was opened
Friday after Judy Huth, who is
suing Cosby for sexual battery,
met with detectives for 90 min-
utes, Officer Jane Kim said.

Huth’s civil suit claims Cosby
forced her to perform a sex act on
him in a bedroom of the Playboy
Mansion in about 1974, when she
was underage.

Attorney Gloria Allred said
Huth met with two special victim
unit detectives Friday, three days
after her lawsuit was filed.

Huth did not take questions dur-
ing a news conference.

Police did not give any addition-
al details about the investigation.

Cosby’s attorney, Martin Singer,
accused Huth and another lawyer
of extortion and said she attempt-
ed to sell her story to a tabloid a
decade earlier.

Singer’s filing states that attor-
ney Marc Strecker first demand-
ed $100,000 for Huth to remain

R
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silent, then raised the demand to
$250,000 as more women came
forward accusing Cosby of sexual
misconduct.

Cosby has been accused by more
than 15 women in recent weeks of
sexual misconduct, ranging from
groping to drugging and raping.
He has never been charged with
acrime.

Crews on Friday were forced to
clean up Cosby’s star on the Holly-
wood Walk of Fame after someone
wrote “rapist” on it three times.

Also Friday, a woman who said
Cosby drugged and sexually as-
saulted her in 1979 told her story
in interviews with CNN and The
Associated Press and said she
wanted to help stop the comedian
from abusing others.

P.J. Masten said in an interview
with CNN that she woke up naked
and bruised in a bed with Cosby in
Chicago after he gave her an alco-
holic drink, and that she believes
she was raped.

She said she knew Cosby from
working at Playboy clubs in New
Jersey, Los Angeles and Chicago.

“I just want him exposed for
the serial druggie rapist that he
is. He’s got to be stopped,” Masten
said. “I don’t care if he’s 77 years
old. He’s got to be stopped.”
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Patient Emily Pietsch enjoys a November visit with Mystery, one of two miniature therapy horses that visited the pediatric unit at Rush University Medical Center in Chicago.

Horses trot into hospital: It's therapy, no joke

By Linpsey TANNER
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Two miniature
horses trotted into a hospital.
Doctors and patients did double-
takes when the equine visitors
ambled down long corridors in
the pediatric unit at Chicago’s
Rush University Medical Center.

Wide-eyed youngsters hooked
up to IV poles stepped into hall-
‘ways to get a glimpse, and kids too
sick to leave their rooms beamed
with delight when the little, long-
lashed horses showed up for some
bedside nuzzling.

Mystery and Lunar, as small as
big dogs, are equines on a medi-
cal mission to offer comfort care
and distraction therapy for ailing
patients. It is a role often taken
on by dogs in health care settings
— animal therapy, according to
studies and anecdotal reports,
may benefit health, perhaps even
speeding healing and recovery.

Mini-horses add an extra ele-
ment of delight — many kids don’t
know they exist outside of fairy
tales.

“I want one,” said Elizabeth
Duncan, 14, stroking Mystery’s
nose from her propped-up hospi-
tal bed.

These horses and two others

belong to the animal-assisted
therapy group Mane in Heaven.
They have visited nursing homes
and centers for the disabled, but
this November visit was their
first ever inside a hospital. It was
also the first horse-therapy visit
for Rush, and more are planned.
“We have long had animal-
assisted therapy here at Rush and

Staff and volunteers from Mane
in Heaven escort Mystery to
patients’ rooms.

just seen the enormous benefits
that animals can have on most
children — just the joy that they
bring, the unconditional love,”
said Robyn Hart, the hospital’s
director of child life services.

Mini-horses “are something
that most people whether kids
or adults have never seen before,
and so that builds in a little more
excitement and anticipation. They
almost look like mythical ani-
mals, like they should have wings
on,” Hart said.

Some people confuse these
horses with better-known Shet-
land ponies, but minis are less
stout, with a more horse-like
build. The therapy they offer con-
trasts starkly with the austere,
high-tech hospital environment
— soft ears to scratch, fluffy
manes to caress, big, soulful eyes
to stare deeply into.

“They’re so nice and they don’t
judge and they’re so sweet,” said
epilepsy patient Emily Pietsch,
17, after gently tracing Lunar’s
heart-shaped muzzle with her
fingers.

Mane in Heaven’s owner, Jodie
Diegel, a former obstetrics nurse,
said the minis bring “smiles, joy,
love and laughter, and that’s the
true healing in action.”

Some research has suggested

Patients Nathaniel Lopez, left, and

-
Araceli Morales take turns

Kty

petting Lunar during the miniature horse’s visit to the pediatric unit.

that animal-assisted therapy may
reduce pain and blood pressure,
and decrease fear and stress in
hospitalized children. But much
of it is based on patients’ reports.

A review of 10 years of studies
about in-patient therapy using
dogs, published in April in the
Southern Medical Association’s
journal, concluded that it’s safe
and can be effective. Dr. Caro-
line Burton of the Mayo Clinic
in Florida, a co-author of the
review, owns seven dogs, four
regular horses and a donkey, and
strongly supports animal-assisted

therapy.

Burton acknowledged that
skeptics dismiss it as “touchy-
feely” and lacking hard evidence
of any meaningful medical ben-
efits. She said studies are needed
on whether animals in hospitals
can shorten patients’ stays and
reduce readmission rates —
something her hospital is looking
into with dogs and heart failure
patients.

While some worry about ani-
mals bringing germs into hos-
pitals, Burton’s review found no
associated infections in patients.
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Pakistan

says top
ilitant

killed

By MUNIR AHMED
The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan’s
military said Saturday that sol-
diers killed al-Qaida’s chief of
global operations during a raid
in the country’s lawless tribal re-
gion, a man indicted in the U.S.
over a plot to bomb New York’s
subway system.

Adnan Shukrijumah was killed,
along with two other suspected

militants, in

‘ Pakistan’s
North ~ Wa-
The . ziristan tribal
al-Qaida area  early
leader ~ Saturday, the
. military said.
. is the “The  al-
same Qaida leader
who was
person killed by the
Yy
who had Pakistan
been army in a
successful
indicted in operation is
& the same per-
the United son who had
y
States. been indicted
senior i the United
i States,” said
ann:ac:;.;::: a senior Paki-
stani army
officer, who

spoke on condition of anonymity
as he was not authorized to talk to
journalists.

Shukrijumah held a position
that once was held by Sept. 11
mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mo-
hammed. The FBI lists the Saudi
as a “most wanted” terrorist and
had offered up to a $5 million re-
ward for his capture.

Federal prosecutors in the U.S.
allege Shukrijumah had recruit-
ed men in 2008 to receive train-
ing in the lawless tribal region of
Pakistan for the attack. The New
York indictment links him to the
Manhattan plot and to a similar,
never-executed scheme to attack
British subways.

Aaron FaviLa/AP

A girl walks along the shore as strong waves from Typhoon Hagupit hit Atimonan, Quezon province,

eastern Philippines, on Saturday.

Typhoon makes landfall in Philippines

The Associated Press

LEGAZPI, Philippines — Ty-
phoon Hagupit slammed into the
central Philippines’ east coast late
Saturday, knocking out power and
toppling trees in a region where
650,000 people have fled to safety,
still haunted by the massive death
and destruction wrought by a
monster storm last year.

Packing maximum sustained
winds of 109 miles per hour and
gusts of 130 mph, Hagupit made
landfall in Dolores, a coastal
town facing the Pacific in East-
ern Samar province, according to
the Philippines’ weather agency.
There were no immediate reports
of casualties.

Although it was unlikely to
reach the unprecedented strength
of Typhoon Haiyan, Hagupit’s
strong winds and heavy rain were
enough to possibly cause major
damage to an impoverished region
still reeling from the devastating
November 2013 storm, which left
more than 7,300 people dead or
missing.

“There are many trees that
have toppled, some of them on the
highway,” police Senior Inspector
Alex Robin said by phone late Sat-
urday from Dolores, hours before
Hagupit made landfall. “We are
totally in the dark here. The only
light comes from flashlights.”

From Eastern Samar, Hagupit
— Filipino for “smash” or “lash”
— was expected to hammer parts

PauL Cinco/AP

Filipinos evacuate to safer ground with their belongings in Tanauan
township, Leyte province, in central Philippines, on Thursday.

of a string of island provinces that
was devastated by Haiyan’s tsu-
nami-like storm surges and fero-
cious winds. Hagupit weakened
slightly on Saturday, but remained
dangerously powerful and erratic.
Eastern Samar province Rep.
Ben Evardone said electricity was
knocked out early Saturday in Bo-
rongan city, 43 miles south of Do-
lores, where the government has
set up a command center for res-
cue and relief operations headed
by Interior Secretary Mar Roxas.
Evardone said the strong winds
also felled trees and ripped off
roofing sheets. “You can hear the

whistling of the wind,” he said.

Army troops deployed to super-
markets and major roads in the ty-
phoon’s path to prevent looting and
chaos and clear debris, all of which
slowed the government’s response
last year, said Gen. Gregorio Pio
Catapang, head of the Philippines’
120,000-strong military.

While unlikely to reach Hai-
yan’s strength, forecasters said
Hagupit’s maximum sustained
winds and gusts were strong
enough to set off deadly storm
surges and landslides and cause
heavy damage to communities
and agriculture.

China arrests former security chief Zhou, launches probe

By IaAN MADER
AND Dip1 TanNG
The Associated Press

BEIJING — Chinese authori-
ties have arrested the once-feared
ex-security chief Zhou Yongkang
and launched a criminal investi-
gation Saturday on charges rang-
ing from adultery and bribery to
leaking state secrets, after expel-
ling him from the Communist
Party overnight.

way for a trial of the most senior
figure so far to be ensnared in
President Xi Jinping’s anti-cor-
ruption crackdown and appear
to seal the downfall of a formerly
powerful politician once consid-
ered a potent rival for Xi.

The square-jawed, granite-
faced Zhou, 72, is the highest-level
official to be prosecuted since
the 1981 treason trial of Mao Ze-
dong’s wife and other members of
the “Gang of Four” who persecut-

he de
shortly after midnight, pave the

ed political or during the
1966-76 Cultural Revolution.

Although the case against Zhou
has been touted by state media as
another example of the party’s
determination to fight corruption
regardless of one’s rank, some
analysts say it is part of factional
politics in the ruling party’s up-
permost echelon.

“The fundamental issue re-
mains the power struggle,”
Beijing-based historian and inde-
pendent political observer Zhang
Lifan said.

Making the announcement past
midnight on a weekend is a sign

that the party leadership wants to
downplay its impact, Zhang said.
An allegation that Zhou leaked
state secrets may give authorities
areason to close the trial and keep
dirty politics under the wraps, he
added.

Li Cheng, director of the John
L. Thornton China Center at the
Washington-based think tank
Brookings Institution, said the
prosecution against Zhou was a
genuine effort by Beijing to root
out corruption to rebuild the par-
ty’s image.

Swiss hostage
escapes from
extremists in
Philippines

By Jim GoMEZ
The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — A
Swiss hostage made a dramatic
escape Saturday from Abu Sayy-
af extremists when he hacked a
rebel commander then got shot
as he dashed to freedom amid a
military artillery assault, ending
more than two years of jungle
captlvxly in the southern Philip-
pines, officials said.

Lorenzo  Vinciguerra, 49,
made his daring escape while
government forces were firing
artillery rounds near the jungle
forest where he was being held

in mountain-

4 ous Patikul
He was  town in Sulu
province.
wounded, He grabbed
but he’s ﬁ ki:]gd knife,
acke an
well ant_l Abu  Sayyaf
recovering commander
ina and then ran
" y avay, but he
hospital. was shot and
Lt. Gen, Wounded by
Rustico another mili-
Guerrero (AN security
regional military Off;,:iai'};;f‘;g'
commander army  scout

rangers later
found him and escorted him to
safety.

“He was wounded, but he’s well
and recovering in a hospital,” re-
gional military commander Lt.
Gen. Rustico Guerrero told The
Associated Press by telephone.

In Bern, the Swiss government
expressed relief that Vinciguerra
had regained his freedom, but re-
gretted that his Dutch companion
remained in captivity.

While lying later in a military
combat hospital bed, his head
wrapped in a bandage, Vinciguer-
ra basked in his hard-won free-
dom and thanked the military.
He said he was happy because
he can finally spend Christmas
with his family, but worried about
his companion, Ewold Horn, who
was still in Abu Sayyaf custody in
Sulu’s jungles.

Vinciguerra was seized by the
militants in nearby Tawi Tawi
province in February 2012 while
on a bird-watching trip with
Horn.

A Filipino guide who was with
them had jumped into the sea
and escaped while the militants
were taking them by boat from
Tawi Tawi to Jolo island in Sulu,
an impoverished, predominantly
Muslim province where the Abu
Sayyaf has endured years of U.S.-
backed military offensives.

“I talked to him and asked
him to join me, but he refused,”
he said of Horn, adding that the
Dutchman had teeth problems
and other ailments.

Vinciguerra said he felt the ex-
tremists would treat Horn well
and urged the militants to sur-
render and start a new life.

“My final message to every-
body: Put the gun down and come
out from the forest,” he told a re-
porter. “It’s a nice life out here.”
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Protesters march through New York’s Times Square on Wednesday in response to the grand j |ury 's decision to clear the police of-
ficer in the Eric Garner case. Garner, an unarmed black man, died after being stopped on suspicion of selling untaxed cigarettes.

Law puts all in same danger as Garner

BY STEPHEN CARTER
Bloomberg News

n the opening day of law school,

I always counsel my first-year

students never to support a law

they are not willing to kill to en-
force. Usually they greet this advice with
something between skepticism and puzzle-
ment, until I remind them that the police
go armed to enforce the will of the state,
and if you resist, they might kill you.

I wish this caution were only theoretical.
It isn’t. Whatever your view on the refusal
of a New York City grand jury to indict the
police officer whose chokehold apparently
led to the death of Eric Garner, it’s useful
to remember the crime that Garner is al-
leged to have committed: He was selling
individual cigarettes, or loosies, in viola-
tion of New York law.

The obvious racial dynamics of the case
— the police officer, Daniel Pantaleo, is
white; Garner was black — have sparked
understandable outrage. But, at least
among libertarians, so has the law that was
being enforced. Wrote Nick Gillespie in the
Daily Beast, “Clearly something has gone
horribly wrong when a man lies dead after
being confronted for selling cigarettes to
willing buyers.” Republican Sen. Rand
Paul, of Kentucky, appearing on MSNBC,
also blamed the statute: “Some politician
put a tax of $5.85 on a pack of cigarettes, so
they’ve driven cigarettes underground by
making them so expensive.”

The problem is actually broader. It’s not
just cigarette tax laws that can lead to the
death of those the police seek to arrest. It’s
every law. Libertarians argue that we have
far too many laws, and the Garner case
offers evidence that they’re right. I often
tell my students that there will never be
a perfect technology of law enforcement,
and therefore it is unavoidable that there
will be situations where police err on the
side of too much violence rather than too
little. Better training won’t lead to perfec-
tion. But fewer laws would mean fewer op-
portunities for official violence to get out
of hand.

The legal scholar Douglas Husak, in
his excellent 2009 book “Overcriminal-

ization: The Limits of the Criminal Law,”
points out that federal law alone includes
more than 3,000 crimes, fewer than half of
which are found in the Federal Criminal
Code. The rest are scattered through other
statutes. A citizen who wants to abide by
the law has no quick and easy way to find
out what the law actually is — a violation of
the traditional principle that the state can-
not punish without fair notice.

In addition to these statutes, he writes,
an astonishing 300,000 or more federal
regulations may be enforceable through
criminal punishment in the discretion of
an administrative agency. Nobody knows
the number for sure.

Husak cites estimates that more than 70
percent of American adults have commit-
ted a crime that could lead to imprison-
ment. He quotes the legal scholar William
Stuntz to the effect that we are moving
toward “a world in which the law on the
books makes everyone a felon.” Does this
seem too dramatic? Husak points to stud-
ies suggesting that more than half of young
people download music illegally from the
Internet. That’s been a federal crime for
almost 20 years. These kids, in theory,
could all go to prison.

Many criminal laws hardly pass the gig-
gle test. Husak takes us on a tour through
bizarre statutes, including the Alabama
law making it a crime to maim oneself for
the purpose of gaining sympathy, the Flor-
ida law prohibiting displays of deformed
animals, the Illinois law against “damag-
ing anhydrous ammonia equipment.” And
then there’s the wondrous federal crime of
disturbing mud in a cave on federal land.
(Be careful where you run to get out of the
rain.) Whether or not these laws are fre-
quently enforced, Husak’s concern is that
they exist — and potentially make felons of
us all.

Part of the problem, Husak suggests, is
the growing tendency of legislatures — in-
cluding Congress — to toss in a criminal
sanction at the end of countless bills on
countless subjects. It’s as though making
an offense criminal shows how much we
care about it.

Well, maybe so. But making an offense
criminal also means that the police will go

armed to enforce it. Overcriminalization
matters, Husak says, because the costs of
facing criminal sanction are so high and
because the criminal law can no longer
sort out the law-abiding from the non-law-
abiding. True enough. But it also matters
because — as the Garner case reminds us
— the police might kill you.

I don’t mean this as a criticism of cops,
whose job after all is to carry out the leg-
islative will. The criticism is of a political
system that takes such bizarre delight in
creating new crimes for the cops to en-
force. It’s unlikely that the New York leg-
islature, in creating the crime of selling
untaxed cigarettes, imagined that anyone
would die for violating it. But a wise legis-
lator would give the matter some thought
before creating a crime. Officials who fail
to take into account the obvious fact that
the laws they’re so eager to pass will be en-
forced at the point of a gun cannot fairly be
described as public servants.

Husak suggests as one solution interpret-
ing the Constitution to include a right not to
be punished. This in turn would mean that
before a legislature could criminalize a
particular behavior, it would have to show
a public interest significantly higher than
for most forms of legislation.

He offers the example of a legislature
that decides “to prohibit — on pain of crim-
inal liability — the consumption of desig-
nated unhealthy foods such as doughnuts.”

Of course, activists on the right and the
left tend to believe that all of their causes
are of great importance. Whatever they
want to ban or require, they seem unalter-
ably persuaded that the use of state power
is appropriate.

That’s too bad. Every new law requires
enforcement; every act of enforcement in-
cludes the possibility of violence. There are
many painful lessons to be drawn from the
Garner tragedy, but one of them, sadly, is
the same as the advice I give my students
on the first day of classes: Don’t ever fight
to make something illegal unless you’re
willing to risk the lives of your fellow citi-
zens to get your way.

Stephen L. Carter, a Bloomberg View columnist, is
aprofessor of law at Yale University.
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Boehner can’t seem to shut down___dissent

By DovyLE McMANUs
Los Angeles Times

fter November’s midterm elec-

tion, polls found that most

Americans wanted their mem-

bers of Congress to seek compro-
mise — anything to end the gridlock that
has plagued Washington. An NBC-Wall
Street Journal survey found that even
among Republicans, more favor compro-
mise over intransigence. Four years ago,
only 27 percent of GOP voters were in the
compromise camp; now 49 percent are,
while just 45 percent want their legislators
to stand firm.

But that message hasn’t reached every-
one in Washington. As Republicans’ inter-
nal wrangling on Capitol Hill made clear
on Tuesday, House Speaker John Boeh-
ner’s majority is still hamstrung by a knot
of zealous conservatives who don’t want to
yield. And there’s no reason to think that
will change next year.

The issue on the table is that Congress
needs to pass a spending bill by Dec. 11, or
the federal government stops working.

Boehner, of Ohio, has already ruled out
another government shutdown. The last
time the GOP tried that, in 2013, it was an
inglorious failure that drove the party’s
popularity to record lows.

But the Republicans whom Boehner
wants to move a spending bill, especially
tea party conservatives, are furious at
President Barack Obama for his decision
to allow an estimated 4 million undocu-
mented immigrants to stay in the country
without fear of deportation, and they’re
looking for a way to stop the move from
going forward.

On Tuesday, Boehner proposed a way to
channel that anger without jeopardizing a
budget deal. First, he said, the House could
pass a bill declaring Obama’s executive ac-
tion illegal. Then it could approve fund-
ing for the government for the next nine

months, to avoid a shutdown.

But conservatives weren’t having it. The
bill declaring Obama’s action illegal would
only be symbolic, they complained, since
it would almost certainly die in the Sen-
ate, which still has a Democratic majority
until next month. Meanwhile, the spending
bill would allow the federal government to
carry out the president’s orders.

“I don’t think you fund any unconstitu-
tional action ... not even for the short term,”
objected Rep. Joe Barton, R-Texas. “On
principle, we should not compromise.”

Outside D.C., conservative zealots were
far less polite. On his Red State blog, Erick
Erickson denounced “Boehner’s two-step
plan to do nothing about amnesty,” say-
ing the speaker needed some “testicular
fortitude.”

That left Boehner where he has been a
half dozen times before: negotiating with
the most conservative members of his own
party to try to hold his majority together.
After a closed-door meeting in the Capitol
in which he tried to sell his plan — and ap-
pealed to his members to “be responsible”
— the speaker admitted he wasn’t there

et.

“We’re looking at a variety of options,”
he said. “No decisions have been made at
this point.”

‘What might those options include? The
House could pass a bill that funds the gov-
ernment for less than nine months, thus
giving Republicans another chance to use
the power of the purse early next year. The
House could fund most of the government
for nine months, but put the Department
of Homeland Security, which runs the im-
migration service, on a shorter leash. And
Boehner could even ask Democrats to lend
him some votes to keep the government
running, although their leader, Nancy Pe-
losi, D-Calif., has said she’s not interested
in bailing him out.

The moral of the story is this: Last

QOan

month’s election didn’t change Congress
much, at least in the short run. We're still
heading toward the same kind of cliffhang-
er that we’ve seen on spending bills for the
last three years.

“The Republican Party is still caught up
in a struggle between pragmatic conser-
vatives and radicals,” noted Norman Orn-
stein of the American Enterprise Institute.
“That hasn’t changed.”

And the furor over immigration hasn’t
helped. “The Republican base is now con-
vinced that Barack Obama is trying to
hijack the Constitution,” Ornstein noted.
“How do you turn around and say now we
want to work with him?”

There are still optimists who think this
is a passing phase, that Republicans, once
they have the majority in both houses,
will embrace the opportunity to show vot-

again.

“I think it’s going to be better,” said for-
mer Rep. Mickey Edwards, an Oklahoma
Republican who has worked on projects to
reform Congress for two decades. “I may
be a Pollyanna, but I think the lesson of the
last election was that the tea party lost. The
people who won are conservative, but they
are conservatives who want to govern.”

Maybe. At least one of those winning
conservatives, Rep. Tom Cotton, R-Ark.,
who won a Senate seat last month, says
he’s not ready to back Boehner’s proposal.
Many of the 41 new Republicans coming
to the House next month come from the
GOP’s tea party wing, not Boehner’s prag-
matic conservative tradition.

Said Ornstein: “If he’s been herding cats
until now, just wait until he has to deal with
all the feral cats who arrive in January.”

ers that they can make work

Doyle is a Los Angeles Times columnist.

Schumer offers a big-government fix-it fixation

By MARTIN SCHRAM
Tribune News Service

here’s a surefire trick the capital

city’s chattering heads learned

long ago, while working the

talk-for-pay circuit out in the
heartland.

To get your audience laughing from the
get-go, here’s your foolproof opening line:

“I'm from Washington and I'm here to
help you!”

So it was a double-blink surprise the
other day when the Senate’s third-ranking
Democrat, Sen. Charles Schumer, of New
York, delivered a lengthy National Press
Club speech on what his party must do to
rebound from its sweeping 2014 defeats to
be winners again by 2016.

“Democrats must embrace govern-
ment,” Schumer said. “It’s what we believe
in; it’s what unites our party; and, most
importantly, it’s the only thing that’s going
to get the middle class going again. ... We
must convince the middle class that the
only way out of their morass is by embrac-
ing a strong and effective government, not
demeaning or running from it.”

First blink: Huh? As chairman of the
Democratic Policy and Communications
Center, Schumer is the Democrats’ desig-
nated message-maker. So, did the top mes-
sage man never hear that old Washington
joke?

Second blink: Or maybe Schumer heard
it but never really got it. He was pleased to
have his big government embrace spread
through the heartland that just resound-
ingly rejected the notion that big govern-

J. ScotT APPLEWHITE/AP

Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., said

recently of health care reform: “It wasn’t
the change we were hired to make.”

ment is the solution for anything.

Fourteen blocks up Pennsylvania Av-
enue from where Schumer was speaking,
Senate and House Republican leaders were
struggling to create a working semblance
of unity that would keep their party’s most
anti-government right-wingers from push-
ing to defund government — knowing that
would probably enrage their newly won
middle-class voters, especially those in
blue states.

When Schumer’s message of big-gov-
ernment-is-your-only-hope reached Capi-
tol Hill, we can envision the GOP leaders’
reactions: Senate Minority (soon-to-be
Majority) Leader Mitch McConnell, voic-

ing a soft “Thank you, Jesus!” and House
Speaker John Boehner perhaps wiping
away tears of joy. Or we can stick with real-
ity. The most on-point response was issued
by the YG Network, a group of conserva-
tive idea spinners who call themselves the
“Young Guns” and have considerable in-
fluence with GOP leaders: “The failure of
big-government liberalism is why liberals
were overwhelmingly rebuked at the polls
this month.”

But if you can blink your way through
Schumer’s pro-government fix-it fixa-
tion (and if you can survive his overblown
rhetoric and redundancies, in a speech that
lasted twice as long as it was supposed to)
you come to an analysis that is spot-on.

(Readers’ Warning Note: You may not
be able to read Schumer’s views; his Sen-
ate website didn’t list a speech transcript.
One caller’s telephoned request to Schum-
er’s office for a transcript produced no
response. Until Schumer can fix his own
micro-government glitch, you'd better
stick with YouTube.)

Schumer correctly noted that Barack
Obama’s 2008 election gave Democrats
their chance of rebirthing big government
benevolence. And he was especially cor-
rect in his conclusion — which was stun-
ning not because it was wrong but because
he had the guts to flat-out say it:

“Unfortunately, Democrats blew the op-
portunity the American people gave them.
‘We took their mandate and put all of our
focus on the wrong problem — health care
reform.”

While Schumer couched his criticism in

terms of generic “Democrats,” he was un-
mistakably firing bigtime blasts at Obama’s
decision to push for health reform first.

“It wasn’t the change we were hired to
make,” Schumer said. “Americans were
crying out for the end to the recession, bet-
ter wages and more jobs. Not changes in
health care.” Schumer noted 85 percent of
Americans had health care paid by Medi-
care, Medicaid, or their employer. Schumer
said Obama’s reform “was aimed at the 36
million Americans who were not covered.”
He should have added: plus all Americans
with pre-existing conditions who needed to
transfer insurance coverage.

Obama should have pushed first for
quick-acting, long-term job-creating gov-
ernment programs (rebuilding America’s
roads, bridges and rail infrastructure).
Then, bipartisan health reform might have
been possible.

As things turned out, Team Obama’s
disastrous health care website rollout,
plus flawed administration responses to
unrelated crises (Islamic State, Veterans
Affairs, U.S. border infiltration, Ebola) fu-
eled perceptions of government failure. On
Election Day, Republicans won big without
offering any big ideas.

Schumer’s undisguised disgust came
down to this: Team Obama failed because
it repeatedly blew off the smart but hardly
intellectual warning Bill Clinton’s 1992
team made into its mantra: “It’s the econ-
omy, stupid.”

It was then. It always is.

Martin Schram, an op-ed columnist for Tribune
News Service, is a veteran Washington journalist,
author and TV documentary executive.
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Man ordered by county
to get rid of chickens
M THOMAS TOWNSHIP

— A Michigan man who
fatally shot a dog to protect chick-
ens that he keeps in his backyard
said he’s upset by an order to get
rid of the birds.

Mark Feinauer told WNEM-TV
that he’s had chickens for years in
Saginaw County’s Thomas Town-
ship without anyone complaining.
On Wednesday, Feinauer said
he Kkilled the dog to protect his
birds and that he acted within his
rights.

Police said they’re investigat-
ing the shooting. A decision on
whether criminal charges will be
sought could come this week.

Meanwhile, a Saginaw County
court has ordered Feinauer to re-
move the chickens by the end of
the year, saying he’s in violation of
a township ordinance prohibiting
the birds. Feinauer said he’ll need
to find someone to take the chick-
ens or he’ll have to kill them.

Man forces woman to
swallow abortion pill
N ROSENDALE —Police
say a New York State
doctor choked a woman inside a
home and forced her to swallow
a pill that could cause an abor-
tion after she told him she was
pregnant.

The Ulster County Sheriff’s
Office said deputies responded
‘Wednesday night to a “no voice”
911 call from a home in the town
of Rosendale, 60 miles south of
Albany. Police say they learned
that Dr. Thomas Pfeiffer, 44, a
licensed anesthesiologist, had
choked the woman and forced her
to swallow a pill that could cause
an abortion after she told him a
home pregnancy test had come
out positive.

Pfeiffer was charged with
strangulation, assault and abor-
tion in the second degree. He was
being held Friday in the county
jail on $50,000 cash bail.

The woman was treated at a
hospital and released.

Teenagers use paintball
gun in robbery attempt
D WILMINGTON —

Four teenagers were
arrested in Wilmington after po-
lice said three of them tried to
use a paintball gun to rob several
people.

Wilmington police said Friday
that three victims reported that
three teens had tried to rob them
at gunpoint on Wednesday eve-
ning. The teens fled after the rob-
bery failed.

Police said soon after, they
found four teenagers matching the
victims’ description and arrested
them on charges of first-degree
robbery. Among them were three
boys ages 14, 15 and 16, and a 15-
year-old girl. Police said the teens
had a paintball gun that looks like
aregular handgun.

The teens are being held in lieu
of $33,000 cash bail.

Stolen 5,000-pound
footbridge recovered

FARMINGTON HILLS
— A Michigan man said
his family’s 5,000-pound foot-

Haza the Pig painter

The artist known as Haza the Pig paints a pig on a wall Thursday in the Wynwood Art District of Miami
as part of Art Basel-Miami Beach. Leading international galleries show work at the event, which was held

this weekend, including masters of modern and contel
stars, according to the show’s website. Painti

Wiwrreno Lee/AP

mporary art, as we!l as pie_ces by newly emerging

films and editioned works are displayed in the main exhibition hall, while ambitious artworks and
performances become part of the landscape at nearby beaches and parks.

bridge has been recovered after
being stolen from his property in
suburban Detroit.

Robert Cortis filed a police re-
port Wednesday saying a 40-foot
bridge made of steel and wood
was stolen from his property in
Farmington Hills.

Cortis said he discovered the
bridge was missing when he
stopped by his property with
plans to move the bridge last
week. He planned to set it up at
his catering business to use as
scenery for wedding photos.

Cortis said the bridge has sen-
timental value because his father
built it decades ago.

The Detroit News said po-
lice on Thursday found the
bridge undamaged in Belleville,
about 20 miles south of where it
disappeared.

There’s no word of suspects.

‘Pregnant man’ pleads
not guilty to stalking

PHOENIX — A trans-

gender man in Arizona
who gave birth after beginning to
change from female to male has
pleaded not guilty to stalking his
estranged wife.

A Maricopa County Supe-
rior Court spokeswoman said
Thomas Trace Beatie entered
the plea Thursday to one count of
stalking.

Phoenix police said after Beatie
was arrested that the victim had
found a GPS tracking device
under her car on Sept. 15 and re-
ported it to authorities.

Charging documents identified

the victim as Beatie’s spouse.

Salvation Army returns
$10K ring left in kettle
P MONROEVILLE  —

The Salvation Army has
returned a $10,000 gold-and-dia-
mond ring to a Pittsburgh-area
woman who accidentally dropped
it into a donation kettle.

Lisa Hawkins, of Murrysville,
told KDKA-TV that she stopped
to Christmas shop Tuesday and
unknowingly scooped up the ring
when she grabbed some change
out of her purse. Hawkins was
planning to get the ring resized.
It was a 10th-anniversary gift 24
years ago.

The television station learned
that volunteers found the ring

The lucky number
for a new mother
in Colorado. Alisha
Hernandez gave

THE CENSUS
birth to Mia Yas-

min Hernandez,

13 pounds, 13 ounces, by cesarean
section in Alamosa, Colo. The Ala-
mosa Valley Courier reported that the
newborn was flown to a Denver-area
hospital because she had low glucose
levels and trouble breathing. KUSA-TV
in Denver reported that Hernandez was
expecting a 7-pound baby. Mia is being
welcomed by four older sisters.

2 ¥

and put Hawkins in touch with
them Wednesday.

Delegate-elect attacked
after rescuing small girl
wv LOGAN — A delegate-

elect said he saved a
4-year-old girl from being hit by
train. In return for his good deed,
he received a punch in the face
from the child’s father.

Logan County Democrat Ralph
Rodighiero told media outlets that
he and his son were returning
home with a pizza order when he
saw the girl trying to go under a
slow-moving train in Logan on
Sunday. He said he got out of his
truck, scooped up the child and
then walked her down the street
in an attempt to calm her.

Rodighiero said he called 911
and was waiting for police and an
ambulance when the girl’s parents
and uncle arrived at the scene. He
handed the girl to the mother and
told the father that leaving the
child alone was irresponsible.

“He felt it in him to whop me in
the eye,” he said.

Police charged the father, James
Gollick, with battery. The uncle,
John Madison, of Pasadena, Md.,
was charged with child neglect.
Police said Madison left the girl
unattended in his vehicle while he
visited a residence.

‘Drunk’ man accused
of swapping furniture
TACOMA — A Lake-

w wood man is accused
of swapping furniture with his
neighbors while they were away.

The News Tribune reported
that the man and a friend who is
accused of helping him pleaded
not guilty Wednesday to charges
of residential burglary.

Court papers say a couple who
returned to their apartment Mon-
day found their love seat, matching
chair and other belongings gone. A
recliner and TV stand were left in
their place. Information on a traf-
fic ticket and pizza receipt pointed
to the neighbor.

The man told police he thought
the couple had moved and aban-
doned their furniture. He said he
was drunk when he decided to
switch furniture, calling his buddy
for help.

From wire reports’
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By Cuuck DarRrow
The Philadelphia Inquirer

ooking to get into a literally
burgeoning industry? Two
words: hoarding cleanup.
“Grief and time is what
causes hoarding,” proclaims Matt Pax-
ton, six-season star of the A&E reality
series “Hoarders.” “The elderly just
happen to have more time.”

And, one might argue, more reasons
to grieve.

Not all old people hoard, but the issue
is, the number of the nation’s elderly is
getting ready to triple. “In 30 years, 35
percent of the country will be over 65,”
said Paxton. “We’re gonna have more
hoarders. In 20 years, I'm gonna have a
bunch of Beanie Baby hoarders.”

Paxton knows whereof he speaks.
Thanks to the television show, the Rich-
mond, Va., native has been as respon-
sible as anyone for putting the mental
disorder in the spotlight.

Although his program was canceled
last year (you can stream previous
episodes at aetv.com/hoarders), Paxton
still devotes his life to helping the af-
flicted to rearrange their lives through
his Richmond-based company, Clutter
Cleaner.

He is currently barnstorming the na-
tion speaking with mental-health and
social-work professionals under the
aegis of ServiceMASTER Restore, a

riJul

Star of A&E hoarding show expects
behavior to worsen as boomers age |

nationwide franchise that specializes in
extreme cleaning jobs like those seen
on “Hoarders.”

According to the American Psychi-
atric Association website, “People with
hoarding disorder excessively save
items that others may view as worthless,
and have persistent difficulty getting
rid of or parting with possessions, lead-
ing to clutter that disrupts their ability
to use their living or work spaces.”

About 2 percent to S percent of the
population have the disorder, which
“often leads to substantial distress and
disability.”

Paxton began his cleaning and resto-
ration career after offering to clean out
his grandmother’s storage areas and
discovering she was a hoarder. But he
stressed that the condition is not exclu-
sive to older people.

“We think that hoarders are 65-year-
old white women with cats who have no
money,” he said during an interview.
“That’s not the case. Hoarding is about
grief and time. Something tragic hap-
pens, and then time happens. We're
seeing it in younger people.”

That, he continued, means that hoard-
ers aren’t just accumulating mid-20th-
century items.

“9/11 is my number-one trigger I get
calls on,” he said, referring to the 2001
terrorist attacks on the World Trade
Center and Pentagon. “We had a whole
house that was 9/11 paraphernalia.

NE

That was the
trigger for
this person.”

A desire Photos by TNS
to  acquire
doesn’t nec- Above: A St. Paul, Minn., home packed with a hoarder’s possessions
essarily make caught fire in July, 2013, and the man who lived there died when he

someone  a
hoarder. The
distinction
between the
two is clear,
Paxton said.

“When collecting interferes with
normal conduct of life, it becomes
hoarding,” he explained. “It’s a really
aggressive curve.” He said that hoard-
ers keep an average amount of posses-
sions until that trigger — “a death, the
loss of a job, whatever. That’s when it
starts to ramp up.”

While some critics claimed his TV
show exploited mentally ill people, Pax-
ton views the program as having been
something of a game-changer for those
with the disorder.

“We had 10 people from a hoarder
support group raising their hands say-
ing, ‘I'm a hoarder,” he said. “Two
years ago, they never would have done
that”

A change in perspective from the
mental-health and insurance realms
was another step forward, he said. The
American Psychiatric Association has
acknowledged hoarding as a mental

out unwanted

was unable to get to the door to get out, authorities said.

Top: Charlie Castronovo, an investor who bought this house in
Clifton, N.J., with the intention of renovating and re-selling it, cleans
household items kept by a hoarder.

disorder. And insurance companies
now are more willing to pay for treat-
ment.

When Paxton describes what he does
for a living, it’s clear that it could qual-
ify for another reality TV show, “Dirty
Jobs.”

“Bedbugs are a major issue right
now. They’re worse than roaches, and
roaches are horrific,” he said in the
same tone of voice he might use to order
a cup of coffee.

“We had one house that had two
feet of spider webs and the house was
completely full of roaches. They would
climb up into the spider webs and liter-
ally rain roaches on top of you.”

He wouldn’t think of changing ca-
reers, though, he said. “This may sound
like hell, but this is the best job,” he
said. “I get paid to help people. It’s bet-
ter than a real job. I get a hug, and I get
a check. “And that’s a pretty cool gig.”
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By Monica S. Nacy
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

n a recent breezy after-
noon, Justin Rivas and
his crew lugged a 100-
pound, 32-foot ladder
across a one-story home in north
suburban Haslet, Texas, as they
lined its gutters and peaks with
red and white lights. The ladder
was almost too heavy for Rivas’
20-year-old workers to carry.

“For one person to move around
a 32-foot ladder — it could crush
you,” said Rivas, owner of We
Hang Lights DFW.

Many homeowners, however,
choose to use ladders, chairs and
even stacks of boxes and books
to hang holiday decorations and
lights themselves. The result can

be a holiday in the hospital with
broken bones.

While it might cost about $800
for a professional to deck out the
average two-story Haslet home
with holiday lights, that’s just a
fraction of what it will cost if you
fall and suffer a brain injury, area
medical professionals and light-
ing experts say.

“The dad is in a position where
he wants to make his family
happy, his wife happy. They want
what the neighbors have, but at
what price?” said Rivas.

The average home he decorates
is two stories tall and requires at
least three men and three hours
of work. The average homeown-
er trying to go it alone often is a
middle-aged man with a six-foot
ladder, Rivas said.

Dr. David Smilh,of Texas Health Harris Methodist Hospital Fort
Worth, recommends hanging lights in groups with at least two
people, with one person at the bottom holding the ladder.

Those ladders are the bane of
the season, hospital trauma work-
ers said.

“When I talk to people about
doing that, they say it’s expensive.
But an average fall cost is about
$40,000 because the most com-
mon injury is a brain injury,” said
registered nurse Mary Ann Con-
treras, trauma outreach coordi-
nator at Fort Worth’s John Peter
Smith Hospital.

Brain injuries take months to
heal, while arm or leg injuries
can require six to eight weeks in
casts, she said.

Contreras said the next most
common injuries from falls are
to the chest, ribs, liver and spi-
nal cord.

Falls are the leading cause
of death from unintentional
injury in the state of Texas,
Contreras said.

“Just to survive a fall from
four stories high is pretty im-
possible,” she said.

JPS admits about 100 people
suffering from fall injuries per
year; about seven of those are
injured hanging holiday lights,
Contreras said.

Rivas said homes with peaks
more than two stories high re-
quire professionals.

PHotos BY RoN JENKINS, FoRT WoRTH STAR-TELEGRAM/TNS

Above and at left: The professionals at We Hang Lights DFW use
long ladders and employ safe techniques to hang decorative lights,
at a private residence on Nov. 25 in Haslet, Texas.

Failure to use caution when hanging lights can land homeowners in the hospital

Smith, trauma department medi-
cal director for Texas Health
Harris Methodist Hospital Fort
Worth.

Smith said Harris admits about
10 people each year with injuries
stemming from hanging lights
during the holiday season, and
between one and four of them
have serious head and neck inju-
ries or paralysis.

“One thing we are seeing more
and more of, with the graying of
our population, is that more and
more people are on anticoagu-

Don’t want help?

Hospital Fort Worth.

lants,” Smith said.

Anticoagulants, or blood thin-
ners, slow the time it takes for
blood to clot, which is especially
bad for Santa’s helpers who hit
their heads, he said.

“I think if you are older, you
would be better off hiring some-
body,” Smith said. “If you are
young and agile and familiar
with using ladders and the typi-
cal weekend warrior, you should
at least not do it alone.”

Smith describes “older” as any-
one over SS.

LIGHT AND LADDER SAFETY TIPS

* Hang lights in groups with at least two workers, with one
holding the ladder at the bottom, said Dr. David Smith, trauma
department medical director for Texas Health Harris Methodist

+ Make sure the ladder is firmly positioned, and avoid climbing
one-handed by attaching items to a belt, Smith said.

« Untangle the lights and prepare them with clips before climb-
ing ladders to make sure you don’t get caught up, said Justin
Rivas, owner of We Hang Lights DFW.
« Make sure there are no open wires and that plugs aren’t over-
loaded, Rivas said. Stick to the manufacturer’s recommended
number of lights to strand together.
* Try to decorate more on the bottom of the house by hot-glu-
ing plastic clips to inner archways and clipping lights on, Rivas
said. Wrap small trees and outline doors, windows and walkways,
Rivas said.

For those who insist on
doing it themselves, hav-
ing a cup of holiday cheer
beforehand for courage is a
bad idea.

“You probably shouldn’t
be using ladders at all if you've
been drinking. It sounds very
obvious, but you wouldn’t
believe ... ,” said Dr. David
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Character evolution a constant for writer

Cornwell discusses
‘Flesh and_ BIo_od,’_
work and inspirations

By SARAH BRYAN MILLER
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

uthor Patricia Cornwell has come a long way
since her days as a crime reporter for the Char-
lotte Observer and a computer analyst at the chief
medical examiner’s office in Richmond, Va.

She’s published more than 30 books; 22 of them focus on
her forensic scientist/crime-solving protagonist, Dr. Kay
Scarpetta.

Cornwell discussed her latest book, “Flesh and Blood,”
and her work and inspirations, in a
telephone interview.

How do you approach each new
book?

I begin each of these stories to
create an experience for people, an
adventure. It goes beyond just the
written words on the page. Part of
my mission is to go out and do things
that give me such a tactile experi-
ence, a physical one, so that if 'm
describing a scene — whether it’s
Scarpetta out on a mile-long firing
range in the miserable heat of New
Jersey in the summer, whether it’s scuba diving a ship-
wreck almost a hundred feet on the bottom of the ocean in
the Bermuda Triangle — whatever it is, I want the reader
to feel they are doing this, to make it that vivid for them. I
want people to have a little bit of a roller coaster ride.

How do you stay ahead of your readers?

I goout and do research, look for new and different ways
to pose crime problems that Scarpetta is going to turn
over. What can I do at the crime scene, what can I do to
fool her? There’s an answer that is couched in the world
of science. If she does her homework, she’s going to have
a moment when she goes, ‘Oh, my God, now I see how this
happened.’ For (“Flesh and Blood”), I found a new technol-
ogy in firearms that a lot of people don’t know about yet.
I did a lot of scuba diving around shipwrecks, because I
have a big finale that has to do with that.

You’ve switched styles over the years, from first per-
son to third person and back to first, and between present

PATRICIA
CORNWELL

Parrick EccLesing/HarperCollins

Patricia Cornwell is the author of the Kay

series. In “Flesh and Blood,” the 22nd Sca novel,
the master forensic sleuth finds herself in the unsettling
pursuit of a serial sniper.

tense and past tense. Is that about making the reader feel
like she’s really there?

Yes, it is. I went with first person in the early days. Then
for a while I experimented with the third person point of

view, because I really feel that when you switch perspec-
tives, it’s a little more like a movie. But I found that my
fans were not happy with that. They really like to be in
Scarpetta’s head.

So for the last four, five years, I've been back to telling
the stories from her point of view. I like to use present
tense, because, again, I want it to be the same kind of ex-
perience as when you turn on a beloved television series.
You lose yourself instantly in the drama; you feel that it’s
happening as you’re watching it.

Has the character developed over the years?

Scarpetta’s changed a lot over the years. She debuted
in 1990, and obviously we don’t live on that same planet
anymore. I don’t even know what planet that was.

The things that threaten our stability, our security, our
happiness, are very different than they were in the 1990s.
We didn’t have 9/11. We weren’t constantly preoccupied
with our government spying on us, and a war that never
ends. It seems like a very idyllic life, compared to what
we have today. So, obviously, Scarpetta is not going to be
the same person. She’s affected by these changes the same
way you and I are. ...

We know that she is an expert in the science of death,
but I also want to know her feelings about the art of life.
What does she think about when she gets up in the morn-
ing? What does she think about people who are really dead,
of the afterlife? There are so many things that we all think
about constantly. And so I give her a chance to be reflec-
tive in a way that I didn’t so much in the early ones. She’s
definitely more malleable, a little more mellow, and most
of all she’s more flexible than she was in the early days of
the series.

A few years ago I interviewed P.D. James. She men-
tioned how difficult it is, as science and technology con-
tinue to improve, to write a good traditional detective
novel. Is that a problem for you, given your genre?

No, because I'm such a student of it. That’s always been
my stock in trade, forensic science and medicine. It’s al-
ways been what I'm known for.

However, I completely understand, because these days
you have to say something about certain tests that would
be done, or what the labs would say. If you don’t, your read-
ers will. They’ll go, “But if they’d used the scanning elec-
tron microscope, they would have known that it was iron,
not aluminum, that was left in the bottom of that glass!’
People now are armchair experts with it. I think that does
put demands on writers.

For me, it’s more about balancing the science with the
characters and the world they occupy. I try to keep them
extremely approachable and interesting. The science itself
is not as interesting as it used to be, because we’re flooded
with it, on television in particular. People watch this all
the time now, including autopsies. When I talk about an
autopsy table, I assume they know what it looks like.

‘Skeleton Road’ combines politics, procedural, war

By OLiNe H. CoGpILL
The Associated Press

uthor Val McDermid melds the

political thriller with the police

procedural for an intense novel

that gives equal attention to each
genre.

McDermid pulls together a complicated
tale of war and its aftermath for a plot that
feels both intensely personal and global.
“The Skeleton Road” moves at a brisk
pace, giving attention to each of its myriad

characters as the action moves from Scot-
land to England to Croatia.

Detective Chief Inspector Karen Pirie
with the Historic Cases Unit — Scotland’s
official name for the cold case unit — is
called to a decaying Victorian building
where a demolition crew has found a skel-
eton. The site is a favorite of free climbers
who use these old buildings as their per-
sonal urban mountains. But this skeleton,
which has been hidden for nearly eight
years, has a bullet hole in its head. Karen
and her team link the skeleton to Dimitar

“Mitja” Petrovic, a general in the Croatian
army who emigrated to England follow-
ing the Balkan conflict. There, he lived
with Oxford University professor Maggie
Blake, who met him when she worked as
an academic in Dubrovnik during the war.
Maggie has never gotten over Mitja, who
she believes left her more than eight years
ago to return home.

“Skeleton Road” gracefully moves from
Karen’s investigation to Maggie’s life and
her memories of the war and Mitja. Mean-
while, two members of an international

war crimes tribunal also are seeking Mitja
as they try to find who is meting out “rough
justice” by killing people accused of war
atrocities before they can be indicted.

Without being overly graphic, “Skeleton
Road” depicts the horrors of the Serb-
Croat war during the 1990s, including both
genocide and personal betrayal. Maggie’s
war memories, which she chronicled in a
highly praised book, delve into the person-
al cost of war while exhibiting the effects
on a nation.
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NEW ALBUMS

AC/DC

“Rock or Bust” (Columbia Records)

In 1980, AC/DC’s very exis-
tence was at stake: singer Bon
Scott died just as the band was
starting to get big. They used the
uncertainty and grief to dig down
deep, and the result was one of
the greatest albums in rock his-
tory, “Back In Black.”

In 2014, AC/DCis once again in
turmoil: founding rhythm guitar-
ist Malcolm Young had to leave
the band due to dementia, and
drummer Phil Rudd recently saw
charges that he hired a hit man
to kill someone dropped, but still
faces serious legal matters. And
once again, the band has come up
big, with “Rock or Bust.”

The album is based on lead gui-
tarist Angus Young’s butt-shak-
ing, foot-stomping guitar riffs,
elegant in their simplicity and
their ability to burn themselves
into your brain. The title track,
and the first single, “Play Ball,”
are perfect examples of this.

“Miss Adventure” adds a “nah
nah nah” chant to a bouncy blues
beat in the same way that chants
benefited their previous hit
“Thunderstruck.” And “Emission
Control” is one of the all-time
great song title double entendres.

But the happiest surprise here
is the re-emergence of Brian
Johnson’s voice. During the '90s
and early 2000s, you could liter-
ally hear it crumble before your
ears, seeming to get weaker with
each new album. Whether it has
re-energized during the time off
since the band’s tour wrapped in
2010, or is just miked and pro-
cessed better, it sounds strong
and vibrant again — an essen-
tial element of the classic AC/DC
sound.

— Wayne Parry
The Associated Press

‘Mr. Worldwide’' ™

“‘

Pitbull’s latest release continues global push

By LORRAINE ALI
Los Angeles Times

ike a bright yellow Hummer in a
sea of gray Priuses, there’s noth-
ing subtle about Pitbull.
Propelled by raw talent and a
whole lot of moxie, the former reggaeton
artist has emerged as one of the most suc-
cessful crossover stars around — selling
more than 5 million albums and 60 mil-
lion singles worldwide — despite a seem-
ingly bottomless collection of shiny dress
shirts and bad suits.

His eighth album, “Globalization,”
continues the Cuban American rapper’s
successful formula of mixing salsa with
hip-hop, hip-hop with

levels pay off, making what could sound e Rezdh

tired and familiar (how many times can
we hear Brown’s voice against sappy slow
Jjams) sharp and lively.

Though tempos shift and guests add
up (Jason Derulo, Ne-Yo), every
song is connected by the rap-
per’s gravelly voice, so-
stupid-they’re-great
lyrics and banshee
howls.

Lest anyone be
left out, there’s
something here
for the kids too
in this other-
wise  booty-

M, EDM with pop,
and all of it with a cocky
sense of humor and some
of the worst pickup lines

ever.

“She on the rebound,
broke up with her ex,
I'm like Rodman, ready
on deck,” he raps on his
new album, one of many
tracks on “Globaliza-
tion” that demonstrate
Pitbull will do just about
anything to get with you
(and widen his fan base).

It’s working. The self-
proclaimed “Mr. World-
wide” (it’s catchier than
his given name, Ar-
mando Christian Perez) is everywhere:
working with JLo and Kesha, hosting the
American Music Awards and co-writing
and performing the recent World Cup
anthem.

If there’s an outlet where the Miami-
based Pitbull hasn’t been yet, he will be
there soon. That means co-hosting and
performing on “The View” and — hide the
kids — dropping a tune in DreamWorks’
“Penguins of Madagascar.”

So why all the love for a guy who seems
so unlovable?

He surrounds himself with teams of hit-
making producers (Max Martin had his
hands in “Globalization”) but makes the
sound his own with Latin influences and
his own gruff energy. The result is club
anthems like “Fireball,” his third single
off the new album. It’s one of many Pitbull
songs that are so over-the-top catchy they
dare you not to dance, be it at that cheesy
club your friend dragged you to or alone
and behind closed doors, far from the
judgmental gaze of your Radiohead-lov-
ing peers.

On “Globalization” — not to be confused
with his previous worldly themed efforts
“Global Warming: Meltdown” and “Planet
Pit” — Pitbull includes more club-minded
songs and a wide cast of characters. For
“Ah Leke,” he teams up with everyone’s
favorite sidekick, Sean Paul, on an infec-
tious, dance hall-meets-EDM number
that finds Pitbull once again offering him-
self up via a 2 a.m. bar-is-closing mantra:
“All the ladies, when you’re ready let me
know.”

Chris Brown joins Pitbull for “Fun,” a
more straight-ahead upbeat R&B dance
tune fueled by Latin beats and instru-
mentation. It’s places like this where a
crack production team and insane energy

Pitbull

GLOBALIZATION

“Globalization” (RCA)

laden
fare.
“Cel-
ebrate” is
Pitbull’s bouncy
“Penguins of Mada-
gascar” theme, based
on Rare Earth’s “I Just
Want to Celebrate.” Sure,
it’s OK, but can a zebra
dance to it? It’s no “I Like
to Move It.”

Songslike “SexyBeach-
es” and “Day Drinking”
are the weakest. But
they will be played by
vacationers worldwide
thanks to universal idiot-
in-paradise refrains
such as “Day drinkin’,
sun goes up and drink
goes down, ooh, ooh.”
And that World Cup An-
them, “We Are One (Ole
Ola),” is as lame as the
day it was performed in
Brazil.

There are 11 songs in
all, not as many as you'd
think from someone as
prolific as Pitbull, but when
you figure he’s out there on
a billion more tracks by
himself and other artists,
does he really need to pack
his own album with his Al
work?

Besides, he’s likely holding
onto his best mojito-slugging
material for the next round,
waiting for some other club
artist to disappoint so he can
catch you on the rebound.
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CROSSWORD AND COMICS

NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD

BY MATT GINSBERG

P!
/ EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

ACROSS
1 Interjects

5 Pass off

10 Pianist  Schumann,
early champion of
Brahms

15 Certain ~ servers

19 Focused on one's
fellow fraternity
members?

21 Egyptian  war god

22 Fast break?

23 Workers

24 Dublin  dance?

in booths

26 Pooh's baby friend

27King Abdullah,

28 Like a desert
climate

29 Like circus
tumblers

30 What may come
with a trophy

32 “Shut up!”

eg.

33 Like the Head Start
program, ~ for short
34 African  flie r

36 What Clark Kent
needs to become
Superman?

41 Response to a
gotcha

42 One-named
chanteuse

43Dy

44 Julius Wilbrand
invention of 1863,
for short

45 Somewhat bashful ?

49 Article  of papal
attire

51__  spot
52Red alert source?
53 Uncommon  cry
after a lottery
drawing
55 Oscar winner who
was formerly a
regular on TV's
“Laugh-In”
56 Fine-wool
59 Firing  offense?
61 Polish ~capital
63 Local afternoon
newscast?

sources.

67 Sentence ender,
maybe

70 Execs

71 Eggs-to-be

75 Subject of a Fox
hunt

76 Excel

77'm  fffreezing!”

79 Fla.

80 Show, as cards in
gin rummy

83 Business ~ offering
the right to buy
and sell securities?

88 Carrier  to Tokyo

89End of an era?

EINT

92 Textile patented
in 1894

93 How to find what
a creep is looking
at?

function

___-Locka,

97 Become fond of

98 Ones bowled over?

99 What Microsoft
Word's Track
Changes shows

100 Flowering  tropical
plant

101 Spartacus, at one
time

103 Itsy-bitsy
104 Northern  passage
106 Chain letters?

109 Says, “I didn't do
it" before fessing
up?

111 Clarifies

113 Fibula : leg =

_ :am

114 Taken

115 Cigarettes
booze?

or

116 Conclude in court

117 Where  Indiana
Jones reunites
with Marion

118 Overly

119 Paul who
composed  the
“Tonight ~ Show”
theme

involved

DOWN
1This guy walks into
2 Fictional  villain

whose given name

is Juliu s
3 “Wrong way”

4 Prefix  with
masochisti ¢

50ne may be grand

6 Perfectly

7 Fingered

8 Golfer Pak

9 Some OT enders

10 Mao adversary

11 Country ~singer

Morgan
12 Blue bloods,

informally
13 “ASAPY
14Bit of air pollution
15 Digicam  component

timed

GUNSTON STREET

16 “Well, fine”

17 Washington
attraction

18 English  glam-rock
band with six #1
hits

20 Essential, in a way
25 Armored, as a
horse

28 Asian capital known
as the City of
Lakes

31 Astronaut's
perhaps

32 Sleeper and others

33 Father

34 When DST.
starts or ends

35Bumn a little

36 Refuse  at the
polling station

37 0ld Hollywood's

woe,

__ Code

38 Leaves in a waiting
room?

39 Flaky?

40 British ~ guns

42 Climax  of many an
action film

46 Hot-pot spot

47 Pieces
Othello

48 Certain

50 Flamboyant

54 Connections

in the game

Endorian

57 Poker resignation

58 Bubkes

59 0'Connor  successor

60 Bilg e

61 “Butterfly’  actress,
1982

62__ it (footnote
abbr. )

64 Mexican  bear

18
40
74
108
05 110 1 112
113 11a 115
16 777 T . 5
65 Band-Aid 74 Decline 90 “Things ~ aren't 103 With 105-Down,
competitor 76 Pique activity? 50 bad” some amphorae
66 Orchestra  section 77 Quick snack 94 Occupy 104 Scoot
67 Rice __ 78 Sound of approval 95 Ancient Macedonian 105 See 103-Down
68 Hersey novel local e 81 Some oxygen capital 107 Head turner
69 Major annoyances molecules 96 Stonehenge feature 108 Between ports
72 Singer whose ‘I 82 Bowls over 97 With caution 110 Cod piece
Get Ideas” was on 84 High fidelity? 100 Chewed stimulants 111 West
the charts for 30 g5 ygly ones i (upscale furniture
weeks 101 Potential ~ libel store)
) 86 Pop's pop
731ts icon is Spaceship o 102 Scoop (out) 112 Actress  Gardner

Earth

RESULTS

FOR ABOVE PUZZLE
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GADGETS & CHARTS

The video game “That Dragon, Cancer,” aims to teach players about iliness, death
and suffering. The usual questions about whether it's fun or challenging don’t apply.

‘Dragon’ brings serious,
real-life ordeal to gaming

By Topp MARTENS
Los Angeles Times

ne of the first things you hear

in Ryan Green’s video game

is a voice mail. Though it’s not

a horror game, the sound isn’'t
just frightening; it’s borderline bone-
chilling.

A woman leaving a message for her
husband sounds exasperated. She’s leav-
ing the doctor’s office and coming home
without any answers. The couple’s baby
boy is vomiting. Maybe it’s this? Maybe
it’s that? There is no diagnosis. And why
is the child’s head always cocked to one
side?

Everyone is thinking the worst, but no
one is saying it.

At this point the player can see a
glimpse of the boy, whose name is Joel.
The voice mail, it turns out, was a mem-
ory, and Joel, now older, is on a slide in
a park. He’s almost S. His older brother
wants to know why he doesn’t talk. Yet
Joel still has the ability to bring a smile
to people’s faces — and to player’s faces,
such as the moment when he tries to feed
a duck in a pond by throwing an entire
loaf of bread at the animal. Is Joel going
to be OK? Just like so often in the real
world, the answers may be unclear or
unpleasant, but this is not a game about
solutions.

This is “That Dragon, Cancer,” an in-
development video game that raises the
sort of big questions video games have
long avoided. The common ones — Is it
challenging? Is it fun? — are practically
irrelevant here. Green and a small team
that includes his wife, Amy, are after
something more ambitious. Can a video
game teach us something about death?
Or, maybe more accurately, can a video
game be a memoir?

Screenshot

“That Dragon, Cancer” copes with
loss and heartbreak via wishful thinking,
imagining at times an alternate past and
future while the outcome stubbornly re-
fuses to change.

Although writing about cancer is rela-
tively common in literature, it’s a rarity
in gaming. Discussing the illness — and
how it affects a family whose son was ul-
timately diagnosed with terminal brain
cancer — is a major risk in a medium
where play is paramount.

Now two years into development,
Green and his team have turned to the
crowd-funding site Kickstarter in the
hopes of keeping the project independent.
At the time of writing, with three weeks
left to secure funds, “That Dragon, Can-
cer” has raised just shy of $70,000 of its
$85,000 goal.

The game is in development for PCs
and Macs, and Green has also been
working closely with Ouya, an indepen-
dent publisher and home console maker.
There’s even a documentary in the works,
“Thank You for Playing,” which film-
makers David Osit and Malika Zouhali-
Worrall intend to bring to film festivals
in 2015.

“That Dragon, Cancer,” says Osit,
seems “like a special way to approach the
unapproachable.”

But making people curious isn’t the
same as making them want to play, and
Green knows his game can’t make play-
ers uncomfortable — well, too uncom-
fortable.

“I would love it if people are willing
to trust us, to go there with us,” Green
says. “We’re not trying to hurt you. Give
us a shot. But there are certain movies I
haven’t watched on purpose because it’s
akid with cancer. I know I'm asking a lot
of people.”

GADGET WATCH

Food thermometer talks to your phone

By GREGG ELLMAN
Tribune News Service

he innovative Kitchen Thermom-

eter mini from iDevices connects

to your smartphone or tablet and

alerts you when your cooking item
is at the desired temperature.

It’s built like an over-
sized hockey puck and
connects to a probe,
which  wirelessly
works with a free
iDevices Con-
nected app avail-
able for i0OS and
Android systems.

The app allows
you to customize
your cooking to let you
know when it reaches a
specific temperature (from
22 to 572 degrees).

With dual probes, you can monitor two
temperatures simultaneously from up to
150 feet of Bluetooth Smart Range.

The back is magnetic so you can mount it
on an appliance for easy viewing.

Online: iDevicesInc.com; $79.99

Logitech’s
Type+ case
for iPad Air
2 holds your
tabletin place
and folds up to
protect it when
not in use.

The key-
board  con-
nects to the
tablet with Blue-
tooth technology. Ob-
viously, the keyboard isn’t
full-size, but everything you would expect
from a keyboard is there; shift, delete, re-
turn and tab, to name a few.

The Logitech website states that when
you combine the case with your iPad, the
result “looks like an iPad, feels like a lap-
top,” which I can say is fairly accurate.

The case lets you adjust the angle of your
screen, and the keys flow with comfort like
a keyboard should.

It measures 7.23 by 10.23 by 0.67 inches
and weighs 15.2 ounces before attach-
ing your iPad. The shell protects it from
bumps, scratches and spills.

A single microUSB charge (cable includ-
ed) can last up to three months, and there
are battery-saving features such as putting
the keyboard to sleep.

Online: Logitech.com; $99.99

The Stance is a compact tripod from

Kenu that’s designed specifically for
iPhones.

It mounts directly into the iPhone’s
Lightning port using Kenu’s patent pend-
ing MicroMount.

This is connected to a ball-and-pivot joint
to let the phone tilt and rotate freely to find
your perfect angle in landscape or portrait
positioning.

It weighs just 1.2 ounces and when fold-
ed, it’s about the size of a pack of gum.
Added bonus — it has a bottle opener
built into one of the legs.
n Online: Kenu.com; $29.95

Olloclip’s 4-in-1 photo lenses are
available for the iPhone 6/iPhone 6
plus with three key new innovations.
They have front- and rear-facing
cameras designed to help
with iPhoneographers tak-
ing photos or just selfies.
The new model fits both
iPhone 6 and iPhone 6 Plus
models.

A wearable customiz-
able pendant is included
with the Olloclip to clip it to
something for safekeeping
and easy access.

The 4-in-1 kit includes
fisheye and wide-angle
lenses; the 10x and 15x
macro lenses are grouped to-
gether on a single clip-on device. All you
do is screw/unscrew or clip on the one you
want.

Online: Olloclip.com; $79.99

The Soundcap Beanie from
808 Audio is made with a poly-
ester cotton blend to fit snugly on
your head, but what makes it unique is the
built-in speaker you can connect to your
smartphone, or any device with a 3.5mm
connection.

There’s even an in-line microphone to
take calls through your hat.

Online: 808audio.com; $19.99 with free
shipping

Photos by TNS ‘

SO

ITUNES MUSIC

Top 10 songs on the iTunes Store for
Dec. 3:

1. “Blank Space,” Taylor Swift
2. “The Hanging Tree,” James Newton

;
3. "Uptown Funk (feat. Bruno Mars),"
Mark Ronson

4. “Take Me to Church,” Hozier

5. “The Heart Wants What It Wants,”
Selena Gomez

6. "All About That Bass,” Meghan
Trainor

7. "I'm Not the Only One,” Sam Smith
8. "Lips Are Movin,” Meghan Trainor
9. "Jealous,” Nick Jonas

10."Shake It OFf," Taylor Swift

— Compiled by TNS

SPOTIFY MUSIC

The most streamed tracks on Spofify
from Nov. 24-30:

1. “Take Me To Church,” Hozier

2. “Love Me Harder,” Ariana Grande
3. “I'm Not The Only One,” Sam Smith
4. “The Heart Wants What It Wants,”
Selena Gomez

5.l Don't F— With You," Big Sean
6. “Animals,” Maroon 5

7. “Jealous,” Nick Jonas

8. “Stay With Me,” Sam Smith

9. “Thinking Out Loud,” Ed Sheeran
10. “Habits (Stay High),” Tove Lo

— Compiled by TNS

IBOOKS

Bestseller list of paid U.S. iBooks down-
loads for week ending Dec. 1:

1. “Gone Girl,” Gillian Flynn

2. “Unbroken,” Laura Hillenbrand
3. “The Burning
Room,” Michael
Connelly

4. "Capfivated By
You,” Sylvia Day
5. “The Escape,”
David Baldacci

6. “Wild," Cheryl
Strayed

7. “Hope to Die,"
James Patterson
8. “Dark Places,” Gillian Flynn

9. “Persondl,” Lee Child

10. “Big Litle Lies,” Liane Moriarty

— Compiled by TNS

VIDEO GAMES

Game Informer’s Top 10 for December:

1. “Super Smash Bros.,” Wii U

2. “Dragon Age: Inquisition,” PS4,
Xbox One, PS3, 360, PC

3. “Grand Theft Auto V,” PS4, Xbox
One

4. “Sunset Overdrive,” Xbox One

5. “Civilization: Beyond Earth,” PC
4. “Halo: The Master Chief Collection,”
Xbox One

7. “Call of Duty: Advanced Warfare,”
PS4, Xbox One, PS3, 360 PC

8. “Pokemon Omega Ruby & Alpha
Sapphire,” 3DS

9. “Pro Evolution Soccer 2015," PS4,
Xbox One, PC PS3, 360

10. “Assassin’s Creed Rogue,” PS3,
360, PC

— Compiled by TNS

APPS

Top 5 new paid apps for Dec. 3:
ANDROID

1. Five Nights ot Freddy's 2
2. Kingdom Rush Origins
3. The Banner Saga

4. Dirt Trackin

5. Pulling USA

Top 5 paid apps for Dec. 3:
APPLE

1. Five Nights at Freddy’s 2

2. Minecraft — Pocket Edition
3. Five Nights at Freddy’s

4. Afterlight Afferlight, Collective
5. MEGA MAN X

— Compiled by TNS
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BUSINESS/WEATHER

Gas falls below $2 mark in Texas, Okla.

UNLEAD E-10]

By Ken MILLER
The Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY Gas
dropped below $2 per gallon at a
handful of stations in Oklahoma
and Texas last week, a level that a
price-watching group said Friday
was the lowest in the nation and a
bargain that’s proven irresistible
to some long lines of drivers com-
ing from miles away to fill up.

A station in Oklahoma City
started the trend earlier this
week at a new location as a way to
thank residents who put up with
constructmn Twonearby stations

b ing what Pat-

Sue OGROCKI/AP
is advertised for $1.99

uit,

rick DeHaan with GasBuddy.com
said early Friday were the only
ones in the United States with
sub-$2 gas. A San Antonio station
also later dropped its price.

“When I first saw it, I thought
it was a misprint,” said Marcus
Hendricks, a student who lives
in Oklahoma City, at the OnCue
Express in southeast Oklahoma
City, where the price was $1.99
per gallon for gas with a 10 per-

per gallon Friday at an On Cue
station in Oklahoma City.

cent blend of ethanol. “There
were so many cars, it looked they
were giving something away for
free. They practically are.”

The nationwide average for a
gallon of gas was $2.71 Friday,
nearly $1 below this year’s peak
of $3.70 in June. Gas hasn’t been
this cheap since October 2010.

The decline has been driven by
falling global oil prices as sup-
plies are high. Benchmark U.S.
crude oil fell 68 cents to $66.11
a barrel in New York on Friday,
after hitting $107 in June.

Gas prices are expected to keep
falling nationwide, perhaps by as
much as another 10 cents to 20
cents per gallon by the end of the
year, said AAA Oklahoma spokes-
man Chuck Mai. The statewide
average in Oklahoma was $2.48,
tied for third-lowest in the nation
behind Missouri’s $2.43 average
and Mississippi’s $2.47. The high-
est prices were $3.81 in Hawaii,
$3.47 in Alaska and nearly $3.12
per gallon in New York, accord-
ing to AAA.

“The world is swimming in
crude oil right now. And this,
of course, is what is driving our
pump prices in this country,
that and good, old-fashioned,
street-corner competition,” Mai
said. “It may not be a gas war,
but it certainly is one-upsman-
ship, or maybe in this case,
one-downsmanship.”

WEATHER OUTLOOK

OnCue Express in Oklahoma
City first lowered its price to $1.99
early last week at the station that
has been open about a month

“We probably inc:

|____EXCHANGE RATES |

Military rates
Euro costs (Dec. 8)
Dollar buys (Dec. 8
British pound (Dec.
Japanese yen (Dec. 8
South Korean won (Dec. &
ommercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar
British pound..

the neighbors during construc-
tion and we wanted to do some-
thing for them, and we came up
with this idea,” said Jim Griffith,
CEO of Stillwater-based OnCue
Express. He said OnCue’s price
will rise “probably soon,” but
that he’s not losing money on the
sales.

Dec. 5,2014

Dow Jones 58.69
industrials 17,958.79

Nasdaq 11.32
composite 4,780.76

Standard & 345
Poor’s 500 2075.37

Russell 9.42
2000 1,182.43

g
available to customers at military banking
facilities in the country of issuance

for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dollars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate

30-year bond .
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The weather is provided by the
= 5@144‘ =N American Forces Network Weather Center,
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb.
City Hi Lo Wthr  Chattanooga 55 38 PCldy Fort Wayne 36 29 PCldy Louisville 45 35 PCldy Pocatello 0 30 PCldy Sioux City 41 29 Cldy
Abilene, Tex 54 41 Cldy Cheyenne 50 27 Clr  Fresno 66 48 PCldy Lubbock 56 37 Cldy Portland,Maine 32 12 Clr  Sioux Falls 39 28 Cldy
Akron, Ohio 39 27 Clr  Chicago 38 30 PCldy  Goodland 60 27 Clr  Macon 62 39 PCldy Portland,Ore. 48 39 Cldy South Bend 3% 29 PCldy
Albany,N.Y. 31 1 CIr  Cincinnati 41 33 PCIdy Grand Junction 49 27 PCldy Madison 35 29 Cldy Providence 40 22 PCldy 38 30 Cldy
Albuguerque 56 33 CIr  Clevelan 39 28 CIr  Grand Rapids 35 27 Clr  Medford 55 42 Cldy Puel 60 26 Clr Sprlng'le\d 1 39 33 Cldy
Allentown, Pa. 39 22 Clr Colorado Springs 57 30 Clr  Great Falls 44 27 PCldy Memphis 51 38 Cldy Ra\elgh -Durham 49 32 PCldy Springfield,Mo 48 35 cldy
Amarillo 59 34 Cldy Columbia,s.C. 57 37 PCldy Green Bay 33 28 PCldy Miami Beach 80 65 PCldy Ramd City 53 27 PCIdy  Syracuse 2 18 Clr
Anchorage 34 32 Cldy Columbus,Ga. 63 42 Clr  Greensboro,N.C. 48 31 Clr Midland-Odessa 56 37 Cldy 57 36 Cldy Tallahassee 68 45 Clr
Asheville 52 32 CIr  Columbus,Ohio 39 32 PCIdy Harrisburg 42 24 Clr  Milwaukee 37 31 PCldy Richmond 48 30 PCldy 76 58 PCldy
Atlanta 59 39 Clr  Concord,N.H. 31 10 Clr Hartford Spgfld 40 19 Clr  Mpls-St Paul 34 30 Snow  Roanoke 50 30 Clr  Toledo 38 29 Clr
Atlantic City 44 28 Clr  Corpus Christi 66 58 Cldy elena 41 20 PCldy Missoula 8 19 Cldy Rochester 28 21 PCldy  Topeka 45 35 cldy
Austin 58 48 Cldy Dallas-FtWorth 57 42 Cld: Honolulu 83 68 Clr - Mobile 60 43 Clr  Rockford 37 29 Cldy Tucson 75 50 Clr
Baltimore 45 28 cir Dayton 39 32 PCldy Houston 63 50 Cldy Montgomery 63 43 Clr  Sacramento 63 52 Cldy Tulsa 53 37 Cldy
Baton Rouge 65 43 PCldy Day(ona Beach 73 58 Cldy Huntsville 53 38 PCldy Nashville 50 37 PCldy St Louis 42 34 Cldy Tupelo 54 39 PCldy
Billings. 47 22 Clr 59 31 Clr  Indianapolis 39 31 PCldy New Orleans 65 49 PCldy St Petersburg 74 61 PCldy  Waco 57 41 cldy
Birmingham 57 41 Clr Des Molnes 40 32 Cldy Jackson,Miss. 60 42 PCldy New York City 38 25 Clr Thomas 84 77 Clr  Washington 45 29 Clr
Bismarck 40 23 Cldy Detroit 36 29 CIr  Jacksonville 67 50 PCIdy 39 23 CIr  Salem,Ore. 50 42 Cldy W.Palm Beach 79 65 PCldy
Boise 46 35 PCldy Duluth 30 24 Snow Juneau 39 34 Rain  Norfolk,Va. 48 39 Clr  Salt Lake City 55 36 PCldy Wichita 50 34 Cldy
38 21 PCldy El Paso 65 43 PCldy Kansas City 44 36 Cldy North Platte 56 23 PCldy San Angelo 57 42 Cldy Wichita Falls 56 40 cldy
Bridgeport 38 19 Clr  Elkins 46 25 PCldy  Key West 78 68 PCldy Oklahoma City 55 40 Cldy San Antonio 59 51 Cldy Wilkes-Barre 3 21 Clr
Brownsville 73 62 Cldy Erie 34 28 Clr  Knoxville 50 35 PCldy maha 40 29 Cldy San Diego 70 58 PCldy Wilmington,Del. 42 25 Clr
Buffalo 30 23 cir Eugene a7 a4 Cldy Lake Charles 62 47 Cldy Orlando 75 58 Cldy SanFrancisco 65 55 Cldy Yakima 37 33 Cldy
Burlington,Vt. 20 9 Clr  Evansville 43 33 PCldy Lansing 35 26 Clr  Paducah 45 34 Cldy SanJose 66 50 PCldy Youngstown 39 24 Cir
Caribou,Maine 1m 12 Clr  Fairbanks 9 0 Clr  Las Vegas 65 49 PCldy Pendleton 41 34 Cldy SantaFe 53 27 Clr
Casper 49 25 Clr  Fargo 38 24 Cldy Lexington 43 33 PCldy Peoria 38 32 Cldy st Ste Marie 28 24 Cldy National temperature extremes
Charleston,S.C. 57 39 PCldy Flagstaﬂ 51 25 Clr  Lincoln 43 29 Cldy Philadelphia a2 27 CIr  Savannah 59 42 PCIdy Hi: Fri., Bt‘l Edinburg, Texas and Punta
Charleston,W.va. 45 29 Cld: 35 26 Clr  Little Rock 48 35 Cldy  Phoenix K 54 Cl eattle 52 44 Cldy Gorda,
Charlotte,N.C. 54 34 PCldy Fort Smith 52 36 Cldy Los Angeles 72 54 PCIdy Pittsburgh 43 29 PCldy Shreveport 57 41 Cldy Loz Frl . ~20‘ Estcourt Station, Maine
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net

Friday’s transactions
BASI BALL
American Leagt
NEW_YORK YANKEES — Traded RHP
Shane Greene to Detroit, whlch Sent LHP

Cash manager.
nal League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Named
Deric Ladnier director of scoutin
CHI s — Announced the re-
tirement of RP Ryan Dempster, who will
become special assistant to the presi-
dent and general manager.
'S ANGELES DODGERS — Claimed C
off waivers from Bos-

Ryan Lavarnway
C Drew Butera for as-

ton. Designate
signment.

NEW YORK METS — Named Chris
Zzaber vice president, ticket sales and
services.

R =GO PADRES — Agreed to terms
With S Clint Barmes on a one-year con-
ract.

BASKETBALL
pliational Basketh
ETROIT PISTONS
M\tchell to Grand Raplds (NB,
caEW ORLEANS PELICANS o S\gned G
al

PHILADELPHIA T6ERS — Signed G Mal-
colm Lee from Delaware (NBADL)

550
sl ned T Tony

National Football Leag

week’s gam
Angru CARDINALS — Actlvated LB
.

W\II\ams on mJured
NVER BRONCOS — Relcased DE Ger-
a\d Rlvers from the Dracllce squad.
ed P Johnny
Helker o she year ontac: extensmn
SAN DIEGO CHARGI ns—s
Bryce Qulgley to the practice sq
A’BAY BUCCANEERS ~ Released
offenslve coordinator Jeff Tedford from
his contract.

National Woekey League.

College basketball Pro football

Friday’s men’s scores

EAST
Baruch 73, Hunter 67
Boston College 69, Prowdence 60

nn 44
York (NY) 79, CCNY 68
SOUTH

Asbury 109, Northland 8!
Coastal Carolina 58, Auburn 54
Gardner-Webb 100, Toccoa Falls 61
Johnson C. Smith 87, Tuskegee 77

ucky 63, Texas 51
Lou\svl\le 82, FIU57
NC Central 68, Md.-| Eastem Shore 63
Southern U. 68. Dl\la d

Concordia (SR, 72 Wayne (Neb.) 59
Hope 73, Cartha
Kansas 11, Fiorids 65
i ith 66, Minn.-Crookston 50
- St-Mankato 81, Augustana (SD)
Minn. St.Moorhiead 99, Minat t. 62
Minnesota 84, W. Carolin:

Northern St. (5D) 86, Mary 79
SW Minnesota St. 61, wmona St. 60

Youngstown St 87 sDum Dakota 79
SOl
Oklahoma g2 M'ssoun s
. Wyoming 53
Stephen ¥’ AUstin 74, Long Beach st.
a5

E
)
3

FAR WEST
UNLV 113, Saint Katherine 53
Coll. of Idaho 93, Northwest U. 67
Friday's women’s scores

AST

Baruch 75, Hunt 50

Dominican (Nv) B, Medgar Evers 54

lona 71, Rider 5

Seton Hall 56, Fordh

St. Joseph's (LI) 57, New Rochelle 52
MBC 76, Columbia

York (NY) 62, CCNY 55

g ns 50
UNC-Greensboro 75 Gardner Webb 60

Butler 57, Wright o
Mayvilie St B8 Sethany Lutheran 71
rhead) e4. Minot St. 60

uther 50
Wayne (Neb.) 60, Concordia (St.P) 57
Wichita St. 55, Ark.-Pine BIuff 26
Winona St. 79, SW Minnesota St. 55

Colorado 97, San Jose st 89, 0T
Oregon 72, b:;)rtl nd 4

he retirement
of KW George bareos
ARIZONA COYOTES — Traded F Rob
Kiinkhamimer and & condiional 2036
fifth-round draft pick t Pittsbuirgh for
D Philip Samuelsson. -
Grew Campball and F Jordsa Martinook
from Portland (AHL). Assigned D David
Schiemko to Portland,
AROLINA HURRICANES — Reassigned
G Drew Macintyre to Charlotte (AHL).
— Assigned F
CoH to Manchester CABL) for
WILD — Assigned F Ra-
hael Bussieres and G Johan Gustafsson
rom lowa (AHL) to Alaska (EC
TREA ADIENS — Rezalled F
Sueh AnGHTGIetto from Hamilton of the

AHL).

NEW YORK ISLANDERS — Called up D
Ryan Pulock from Bridgeport (AHL) un-
der emergency conditions.

OLLEGE
KANSAS — Named David Beaty foot-
ball coach.
NEBRASKA — Signed football coach
Mike Riley to a five-year contract.

Hero World Challenge

PeA Tour

At Islewoﬂh Gnll and Country Club
Windermere, Fla.
Purse: $3.5 million
vardage. 7354 Par: 12
d Round

Henrik Stenson”
Patrick Reed

Jimmy Walker
Rickie Fowler

jason Day
Keegan Bradley
Chris Kirk

Hideki Matsuyama
Graeme McDowell
Hunter Mahan
Bllly Horschel
\ger Woods 77-70-147 +3
Jordan Spieth (-11) and Steve Stricker (-5)
did not fmlsh the round.

Asbury 85, Tenn T 76
Berea 96, Ken tucky Chrlstlan 71

Minn. st. (Mankato) 52‘ Augustana
(sD) 80

Pro soccer

MLS playoffs
KNOCKOUT ROUND
Eastern Conferenct

New York 2, Spcrtlng Kansas City 1
renc,

es con
FC Da\las S Vancouver 1
FEQReENcE sEMIFINAIs
s

a
New Enctand %, Coramibus 3
Leg 1 - Saturday, flov. 1: New England
4, Columbus 2
202 — Sunday, Nov. 9: New England
3, Columbus
New York 3, D.C. United 2
Leg 1 — Sunday, Nov. 2: New York 2,
0.C. United 0
Leg 2  Saturday, Nov. 8: D.C. United
2, New Yorl
Wastern
LA Galaxy % Real Sat Lake
iy R 1 LA Gataxy 0,
e Lake
eg 2 — Sunday, Nov. 9: LA Galaxy 5,
Real Salt Lake 0
Seattle 1, FC Dallas 1
Leg 1 — sunday, Nov. 2: Seattle 1, FC
pallas L
Leg 2 onday, Nov. 10: FC Dallas
o, Sleame 0. 2B Mances on away
goals
CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIP
Eastern Conferenc:
New England 4, New York 3
Leg 1 — Sunday, Nov. 23: New England
2, New Yorkl
20 2 X" Saturday, Nov. 20: New York 2,
New England 2

Conference

Rest

Western conlerence
Galaxy 2, Seattl
10— Sunday, Nov. 23: LA Galaxy 1,

Sunday, Nov. 30: Seattle 2, LA
Galaxy 1, LA Galaky advances on away

Le
Sean e

MLS CUP
Sunday, Dec. 7: New England at LA
Galaxy

NFL injury report
YORK — The updated National
Football League injury report, as provid-
ed by the lea
PITI'SBURGH STEEI.ERS at CINCINNATI
LS — STEELERS: OUT: T Marcus

. QUESTIONABLE: NT
Steve McLendon (shoulder). PROBABLE:
CB Cortez Allen (thumb), CB Brice Mc-

Cain (hamstring), TE Heath Miller (not
injury related), § Troy Polamalu (jllness),

B Ben Roethlisberger (not injury re-
lated), LB Ryan Shazier (ankle), CB Ike
Taylor (shoulder). BENGALS: OUT: LB
Vontaze Burfict (knee). DOUBTFUL: DE
Margus Hunt (ankle), WR James Wright
(knee). QUESTIONABLE: DT Domata Peko
(e\bow PROBABLE: DE Robert_Geath-

WR A.J. Green (thigh), TE Ryan
Hewm(mness) CB Adam Jones (concus-
Siom, T Marshall Newhouse nip), & Mike
Pollak (

S35 (60IS RAMS at WASHINGTON RED-
SKINS — RAMS: PROBABLE: WR Tavon
Austin (back), DE William Hayes (not
injury related), LB Wil Herring (foot),
G Davin Joseph (not injury related), LB
James Laurinaitis (ankle), DE Chris Long
(ankle), CB Marcus Roberson (ankle), G
Rodger Saffold (shoulder), C Scott Wells
(not injury related). REDSKINS: OUT:
LB Will Compton (stinger), NT Kedric
Golston (foot, back), CB Chase Minni-
field (concussion), DOUBTFUL: S Bran-
don Meriweather (toe). QUESTIONABLE:
NT Chris Baker (chest), CB E.. Biggers
(concussion), DE Jason' Hatcher (knee),
WR DeSean Jackson (shin), LB Keenan
Robinson (knee). PROBABLE: S Ryan
Clark (stinger), LB Ryan Kerrigan (wrist),
T Tyler Polumbus (not injury related), RE
silas Redd Jr. (rib).

NEW YORK GIANTS at TENNESSEE Ti-
TANS — GIANTS: OUT: T James Brewer
(concussion), LB Jacquian Williams (con-
cussion, shoulder). QUESTIONABLE: LB
Mark Herzlich (concussion), RB Rashad
Jennings (ankle). PROBABLE: DT Cullen
Jenkins (calf), LB Jameel McClain (knee),
'WR Preston Parker (knee), T Justin Pugh
(quadriceps), CB Dominique Rodgers-
Cromartie (back, shoulder). TITANS:

QB Zach Mettenberger (right shoulder),
T Michael Oher (toe), CB Blidi Wreh-Wil-
son (back) WR Kendall Wright (hand).
PROI Marqueston Huff (ham-
Strl"g), G Chance Warmack (ankle).

INA_PANTHERS at NEW OR-
I.EANs sA PANTHE

son (foot), DE Kony Ealy (illness), C Ryan
Ka\ll (IIIHeSs). DT Star Lotulelei (ankle).
ABLE: RB Travaris Cadet
(harnstrll’\g)v RB Mark Ingram (ankle,
toe), LB Kylé Knox (hand), RB Khiry Rob-
inson (forearm).
EW YORK JETS at MINNESOTA vI-
KINGS — JETS: OUT: Jace Amaro
(concusslon). DE Mul hammad Wilkerson

(knee), WR Jeremy Kerley (illness), CB
Josh Thomas (illness). VI

Jerick McKinnon (low back) DOUBTFUL:
B Jabari Price

Ford (hamstring, foob, TE Kylé Rudoiph
(abdomen, groin).

BALTIMORE RAVENS at MIAMI DOL-
PHINS n Ja-
cobs(th\gh) ESTIONABLE: WRM\chae\
Campanaro_ {thigh),
(knee), TE Crockett Gillmore (back), LB
Albert McClellan (thigh). PROBABLE: WR

Marlon Brown (concussion), TE Owen
Daniels (not injury related), LB C.J. Mos-
ley (wrist), LB Daryl Smith (not injury re-
lated), WR Torrey Smith (knee), LB Terrell
Suggs (not injury related), DE DeAngelo
Tyson (not injury related), LB Courtney
Upshaw (hand), G Jeremy Zuttah (ankle).

LPHINS: OUT: LB Jonathan Freeny
(hamstring), CB Jamar Tayior (shoulden).

OUBTFUL: CB Cortland Finnegan (an-
R0 @ Nate Garner (iliness). LB Chris Mc-

i NABLE: TE Charles
ROBABL i

IS cous at CLEVELAND
BROWNS — COLTS: OUT: CB Vontae Da-
vis (concussion), T Xavier Nixon (foot),

Kruger (illness), C Nick McDonald (ankle,

knee), LB Barkevious Mingo (shoulder),
WR Marlon Moore (hamstring:

YV BUCCANEERS 4t DETROIT

LloNs — BUcCANEERS‘ QUESTIONABLE:

T Anthony Collins (elbow), LB Lavonte

David (hamstring), LB Mason Foster

(Achilles), DT Clinton McDonald (ham-
string), TE Brandon Myers (calf), RB
Bobby Rainey (ankle), TE Austin Seferi-
an-Jenkins (back). PROBABLE: CB Crez-
don Butler (not injury related), C Evan
Dietrich-Smith (illness), TE Luke Stocker
(concussion), S Major Wright (shoul-
der). LIONS: OUT: DT Nick Fairley (knee).
PROBABLE: RB Reggie Bush (ankle, back),
WR Calvin Johnson (ankle), T Riley Reiff
(knee), RB Theo Riddick (toe), G Larry
Warford (knee).

HOUSTON TEXANS at JACKSONVILLE
JAGUARS — TEXANS: OUT: LB Jadeveon
Clowney (knee), TE Garrett Graham
(ankle). QUESTIONABLE: S Danieal Man-
ning (hamstring). PROBABLE: T Tyson
Clabo (foob): LB Brian Cushing (knee):
TE Anthony Denham (illness), LB Akeer
Dent (neck), RB Atian Foster (Groiny, CB
Kareem Jackson (knee), WR Andre John-
Son (ot Injury. related, C8 Johnathan
Joseph_(ankle), P Shane Lechler (bi-
ceps), T Derek Newton (knee), NT Ryan
Pickett (back), LB Jeff Tarpinian (knee).
JAGUARS: OUT: DE Andre Branch (groin),
LB Khairi Fortt (hamstring). QUESTION:
ABLE: LB LaRoy Reynolds (neck), WR
Tommy Streeter (abdomen). PROBABLE:
QB Blake Bortles (right shoulder, anide),
DE Chris Clemons (knee), S Josh Evans
(foot), LB Jeremiah George (ankle), RB
Toby Gerhart (shoulder), DT Sen'Derrick
Marks (foof

BUFALD BILLS at DENVER BRONCOS
— BILLS: OUT: TE Chris Gragg (knee),
WR Mike Williams (calf), DE Jarius Wynn
(knee). PROBABLE: K Dan Carpenter
(right_groin), DT Marcell Dareus (hip),
WR Chris Hogan (hamstring), S Bacarri
Rambo (hamstring), WR Sammy Watkins
(hip), WR Robert Woods (ankle). BRON-
€OS: OUT: RB Montee Ball (groin), RB
Ronnie Hillman (foot), WR Cody Latimer
(concussion), CB Kayvon Webster (shoul-
der). QUESTIONABLE: S Quinton Carter
(knee), DT Terrance Knighton (elbow), DE
Quanterus Smith (ribs), TE Jacob Tamme
(ribs), TE Julius Thomas (ankle). PROB-
ABLE: RB C.J. Anderson (ankle), T Paul
Cornick (shoulder), LB Lerentee McCray
Gillness), C Will Montgomery (knee), CB
Aqib Talib (hamstring), WR Demaryius
Thomas_(ankle), RB juwan Thompson
(knee), WR Wes Welker (not injury re-
lated).

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS at ARIZONA CAR-
DINALS — CHIEFS: OUT: DE Allen Balley

(concusslon) PROBABLE “WR Bonnie Av.
ery (groin), RB Jamaal Charles (knee), P
Dustin Colquitt (right calf), TE Anthony
Fasano (knee), CB Jamell Fleming (ham-
string), LB Dee Ford (quadriceps), LB
Tamba Hali (knee), LB James-Michael

hris kn
(groin). CARDINALS: OUT: RB Ant

Veldheer (ankle). PROBABLE: LB Lorenzo
Alexander (knee), LB Kenny Demens
(hamstring).

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS at PHILADELPHIA
EAGLES — sEAHAw
ger (knee, ankle).

B Nick Foles (collarbone) QUES-
Trey Burton (hamstring).
E: LB Emmanuel Acho (groin),
DE Brandon Bair (elbow), K Cody Parkey
(right aroln). RB chris poik ankle)

SAN FRANCI 49ERS at OAKLAND
RAIDERS — 49ERS OUT T Anf

thony Davis

(concussion), DT Glenn Dorsey (forearm),

: CB Tray
Bubba Ventrone (groin). PROBABLE: WR
Michael Crabtree (knee), CB Chris Cul-
liver (shoulder), WR Bruce Ellington (an-
e, R Carlos Hyde (shoulden) WR Ste,
vie Johnson (knee), WR Brandon Lioyd

(quadriceps), DT Ray McDonald (finger),

ness). RA : OUT: S Jonathan Dowl-
mg (back). TE Brian Leonhardt (concus-
n), T Menelik Watson (foot, ankle).

QUESTIONABLE CB Tarell Brown (foot)
Sio Moore (hip), CB Neiko Thorpe
(Rand. PROBABLE! RE- Latavius Murray
(concussion).
NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS at SAN Di-

DT Dominique Eas\ey (knee), WR Julian
Edelman (thigh), T  Cameron Flemin,

ABLE: OB Tom Brady (ankle), T
Marcus Cannon (hip). CI
NT Ryan carremers (elbow) QUESTION-
nald Butler (quadmceps),
(concuss\on). G Chris W
(calf) PRDEAELE U5 Nnirew Gachiar
(kne®), DI Corey Liuget (knee), QB il
Rivers (chest;

ATLANTA FALCONS at GREEN BAY
PACKERS -~ FALCONS: DNP: CB Rober
Alford (wrist), WI
L

: DNP:
ari Lattimore (ankle), CB
Sam Shields (concussion), G Lane Taylor
(illness). LIMITED: DT Josh Boyd (knee),
T.J. Lang (ankle), LB Nick Perry (shoul-
der), G Josh Sitton (toe).

College football

Friday’s scores
MIDWEST
N. lllinois 51, Bowling Green 17
T
Oregon 51, Arizona 13

NCAA FCS playoffs
Second Round
Saturday, Dec. 6
<1DF(1)§dham (11-2) at New Hampshire
Indiana St. (8-5) at Chattanooga (9-3)
Richmond (9-4) at Coastal Carolina

Northern lowa (9-4) at lilinois St. (10-
1;

o S(am Houston St. (9-4) at Jacksonville
st S(outh Dakota St. (9-4) at North Dakota
Montana (9-4) at Eastern Washington

1
Liberty (9-4) at Villanova (10-2), 4:30
p.m.

NCAA Division Il playoffs

Quarterfinals
Saturday, Dec. 6
Bloomsburg (11-13 at Concord (W.va.)
West Georgia (11-2) at Valdosta State

10-2)
Minnesota-Duluth (13-0) at Minnesota
State-(Mankato) (12-0)
io Dominican (11-1) at Colorado
State-Pueblo (11-1)

NCAA Division Ill playoffs

Quanterfinals

bart 1270) atwesl y(ll 1
Llﬂfle|d (10 1) at Widener (12-0)
a Zo;\n Carroll” (11-1) at Mount Union
Wartburg (12-0) at Wisconsin-White-
water (12-0)

NAIA playoffs
Semifinals
aturday, Dec. 6
Marlan (Ind ) (10-2) at Morningside
(lowa) (11
Southern Oregon (11-2) at Saint Xavier
Q1) (10-2)
Chamnlonshln
'day Dec.

t M sladmm
Da ylona Geach, Fla.
semifinal winners

ollege hockey

Friday's scores

Mercyhurst 3, Army 2

1
rris 5, Sacred Heart 4, OT
Canisius 3, Amencan International 1
Union (NY} 7, Broy

Horoard i, princeton 3

Quinnipiac 2. Dartmouth 1, OT

New England College 0
St Michael's 5, Castlet
e Regina 4, Frankiin Plerce 0
Trinity I, Utica'0

Merrimack 1, BostonU 1,01

Notre Dame 7
oroston Llicae S New Hampshire 2,

X MIDWEST
nesota s, Michigan st.0

Michigan 8,
o 98 b Wisconsin 2

Miami (Ohio) 8, Neb.-Om:

Miansaue 5. \Cinads Calege 2,

ot

North Dakota 7, Lake Superior St. 4
Bowling Green 5, N. Michigan s,

Alaska's, ankato) 4, OT
L Forest 15t Scholasica’s

AP sportlig|

1973 — Jerry West of Los Angeles sets
an NBA record with 10 steals in the Lak-
ers’ 115-111 loss to the Seattle Superson-
ics,

1985 — Auburn tailback Bo Jackson
beats lowa quarterback Chuck Long by
4 points in the ballofing for the Hels-
man Trophy, the closest vote in the 51-
year history of the trophy.

1991 — A Kitt becomes the first Amer.
ican in seven years to win a men’s Worl
Cup race, taking the first downhil of the
season In Val D'lsere, France.

2003 — The computer rankings have
oklahoma as the country’s top team
while the human poll voters pick USC.

Despite getting walloped by Kansas
tate 35-7, No. 3 Oklahoma takes its 12-
1 record to the Sugar Bowl against No. 2
LSU, which won the Southeastern Con-
ference_championship by beating
gia 34-13. No. 1 USC, which ished third
in'the BCS rankings, plays No. 4 Michigan
in the Rose Bowl.
006 — Willie Parker breaks Pitts-
burgh s single-game rushing record with

23 yards as the Steelers rough ui
Soveiand Browns 277 Parker the first
player in Steelers history to have two
200-yard games m 2 season, betters
John “Frenchy” a's record of 218
Jards against Philadelpivia in 1970,
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four-year contract with reliever Andrew Miller, top, and
bottom, as part of a three-team trade that sent

Nick Wass, Top, AND RoB ScuTeRl, BOTTOM/AP

The New York Yankees have made their first big moves to reshape for 2015, agreeing to a $36 mllllon,
Didi

right-hander Shane Greene to Detroit.

Yanks sign Miller,
acquire Gregorius

By RonaLp BLum
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Yankees
made their first big moves to re-
shape for 2015, acquiring a short-
stop to replace Derek Jeter and a
relief pitcher who could take over
from David Robertson as closer.

As part of a three-team trade,
the Yankees obtained shortstop
Didi Gregorius from Arizona and
dealt right-hander Shane Greene
to Detroit. A few hours later, they
agreed to a $36 million,
four-year contract with

]
reliever Andrew Miller. He'’s

weapon to go along with what we
already had and what we’re col-
lecting” and said the Yankees
didn’t commit to using him as
closer.

Afterallowinga.282 opponents’
batting average from 2006-12,
Miller simplified his mechanics
and limited his pitches to mainly
fastballs and sliders. He held hit-
ters to a .175 average the last two
years.

“He’s now found a niche where
he has excelled extremely well.
Clearly we took notice
as well as the rest of the
game,” Cashman said.

whether it will resgn | NOW found  Biiler e i Tore,
Robertson, who had 39 || @ niche hold spring  training.
szz‘:res in hlis first setzgsog where Fe will mlélike $¢19 mil-
after replacing retire ion annually and joins
great Mariano Rivera he has a bullpen that includes
as closer. A{ free agent, excelled hard-throwing  right-
bertsn bs expeced | extremely et el etuces,
deal at a much bigger well. ’ Rookie of the Year vot-

price than Miller.

“I can’t predict yet as
his free agency contin-
ues where he’s going to
land,” Yankees general
manager Brian Cash-
man said. “I certainly would not
allude to the level of our partici-
pation. We've been in touch with
his agency, and I'll just leave it at
that.”

A 29-year-old left-hander who
is an imposing 6-foot-7, Miller
held opponents to a .153 batting
average this year while going 5-5
with a 2.02 ERA for Boston and
Baltimore. He averaged 14.87
strikeouts per nine innings, sec-
ond in the major leagues behind
Cincinnati’s Aroldis Chapman
(17.67) among pitchers who faced
at least 50 batters.

Cashman said Miller turned
down a $40 million, four-year
offer from a team he didn’t spec-
ify. He called Miller “a high-end

Brian ing. New York’s reliev-
Cashman ers also include Shawn

Yankees GM Kelley and Adam War-

on reliever ren — unless they get

Andrew Miller shifted to the rotation.

Gregorius, a 24-year-
old left-handed hitter who was
born in Amsterdam and raised
in Curacao, becomes the favorite
to take over at shortstop follow-
ing Jeter’s retirement. Gregorius
hit his first big league homer at
Yankee Stadium in April 2013 in
his first at-bat with the Diamond-
backs but lost the starting short-
stop job to Chris Owings during
spring training this year and was
sent to the minors.

He was recalled when CIiff
Pennington tore a thumb liga-
ment and became the regular
shortstop when Owings injured
a shoulder. Gregorius batted .226
with six homers and 27 RBIs in
80 games this year but hit .137 (7-
for-51) against left-handers.

Briefly

Earnhardt wins record 12th most popular driver award

The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Dale Earnhardt Jr. ex-
tended his run as NASCAR’s most popular
driver with his 12th consecutive win.

Earnhardt was presented with the NAS-
CAR Sprint NMPA Most Popular Driver
Award at Friday night’s season-ending
awards ceremony. Earnhardt last year
broke a tie with 16-time winner Bill Elliott
for most consecutive years as winner.

Completing the top 10 in total votes for
this year’s award were (listed alphabeti-
cally): Carl Edwards, Jeff Gordon, Jim-
mie Johnson, Kasey Kahne, Matt Kenseth,
Brad Keselowski, Danica Patrick, Tony
Stewart and Josh Wise.

Slovenia’s Maze wins downhill

LAKE LOUISE, Alberta — Lindsey
Vonn is quickly getting up to speed, just

not fast enough to catch up to Tina Maze
in the women’s World Cup downhill opener
on Friday.

The Slovenian standout finished in 1
minute, 50.98 seconds, beating Anna Fen-
ninger of Austria by 0.45 seconds. Tina
Weirather of Liechtenstein was third.

Vonn wound up in eighth place, 0.85 sec-
onds behind the winning time, as she re-
turned to the World Cup circuit following
a second knee operation that kept her out
of the Sochi Olympics. It was her first race
since last December in Val d’Isere, France,
where she failed to finish a downhill.

In other skiing news:

® Kjetil Jansrud of Norway extended his
World Cup streak to three straight races
with a downhill victory Friday at Beaver
Creek, Colo., on a challenging course he
skied to near perfection.

Jansrud followed his two-race sweep

last weekend in Lake Louise, Alberta, with
another splendid showing. He finished in
1 minute, 40.17 seconds, holding off Beat
Feuz by 0.54 seconds after the Swiss skier
made a late push. American Steven Nyman
was third.

Spieth remains in lead

WINDERMERE, Fla. — A chip and a
putt was all Jordan Spieth needed to com-
plete his S-under 67 and maintain a two-
shot lead in the Hero World Challenge.

Spieth and Steve Stricker were the only
players who chose not to finish the rain-de-
layed second round because of darkness.
Spieth was just short of the 18th green. He
chipped to S feet and saved par. He was at
11-under 133, two shots clear of Henrik
Stenson.

Stricker three-putted from about 50 feet,

missing a 4-footer for par. He had a 73 and
was seven shots behind.

Tiger Woods was in last place and in the
first group Saturday under mostly sunny
conditions. Woods was 14 shots out of the
lead in his first competition since the PGA
Championship on Aug. 9.

Georgia Tech extends Johnson

ATLANTA — Georgia Tech athletic di-
rector Mike Bobinski announced Saturday
it has reached an agreement with football
coach Paul Johnson on a four-year contract
extension through 2020.

Johnson’s current contract was set to ex-
pire after the 2016 season. The failure to
reach a new deal threatened to become a
factor in recruiting.

Johnson is 58-34 in seven seasons at
Georgia Tech.
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NHL roundup
Chicago
outlasts
Montreal

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Most of the
bounces — even crazy, hard-to-
explain ones — seem to be going
the Chicago Blackhawks’ way.

Brandon Saad scored with 27
seconds left in the third period
and surging Chicago won its fifth
straight game, 4-3 over the Mon-
treal Canadiens on Friday night.

Saad snapped a shot past Corey
Price from the low edge of the
right circle for the winner. Pat-
rick Kane shot from the top of the
slot and Canadiens defenseman
Andrei Markov couldn’t handle
the puck.

That turned out to be the dif-
ference in a back-and-forth, up-
tempo game between two Original
Six rivals played before a crowd
of 22,087, the Blackhawks’ largest
this season.

Chicago’s Jonathan Toews
scored a power-play goal early in
the third to tie it at 3. Michal Roz-
sival and Ben Smith connected at
even strength as the Blackhawks
won for the eighth time in nine
games by coming back from a 3-2
deficit after two periods.

It was just Chicago’s second
win this season when trailing
after 40 minutes.

“I think there was composure,”
Blackhawks coach Joel Quennev-
ille said. “You could sense on the
bench there was no desperation.”

“We were heading in the righl
direction. Let’s be positive in
finding a way,” he said.

Montreal’s Brendan Gallagher
scored and set up 40-year-old
Sergei Gonchar’s first goal in
nearly a year. PK. Subban added
a power-play goal for the Cana-
diens, who have lost two straight
and are 1-4-1 in their last six.

Jets 6, Avalanche 2: Bryan
Little scored three goals to help
host Winnipeg beat Colorado.

Little’s hat trick was the first
for the franchise since Eric Boul-
ton had three goals for the Atlanta
Thrashers on Dec. 18, 2010.

Little scored twice 32 seconds
apart early in the third period
and also had an assist. Blake
Wheeler assisted on all three of
Little’s goals.

Rookie Michael Hutchinson
made 20 saves for Winnipeg,
which improved to 4-0-1 in its last
five games.

Jarome Iginla scored both
goals for the Avalanche.

Ducks 5, Wild 4: Matt Beles-
key scored the tiebreaking goal
midway through the third pe-
riod to lift visiting Anaheim over
Minnesota.

Ryan Kesler had two goals, and
Jakob Silfverberg and Tim Jack-
man also scored for the Ducks,
who rallied after giving up a 3-0
lead and trailing 4-3 early in the
third period.

Mikko Koivu, Zach Parise,
Jonas Brodin and Justin Fontaine
scored for the Wild.

NHL scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division
GP W 0

Pt F GA
Tampa Bay 18 7 69
Montreal 17 3 72
Detroit 15 2 67
Toronto 4 77
Boston 14 1 7 70
lorida 10 3 62
Ottawa 5 10 1 5 4 68
Buffalo 6 9 1 2 5 82
Metropolitan Division
N.Y.Islanders 26 19 8 8
Pittsburgh 5 17 6 8
N.Y. Rangers 4 11 6 0
Washington 25 11 1 6 0
New Jersey 26 10 1 4 5
Philadelphia 25 8 I 0 1
Carolina 5 8 1 9 1
Columbus 5 8 1 8 87
Western Conference
Pts GF
Nashville 6
Chicago 5
St, Louis. 4
Winnipe 2
Minnesota 9
Colorado 4
Dallas 3
P
Anaheim 8!
Vancouver 18 8
algary 17 8
LosAnge\es 14 T
13 1 T
Ar\zona lD 14 6
Edman 58

ton 5
e rwo foints for a win, one point
for overtime 13s.

o
9%y
5
]
2
=
8

Anaheim
Winnipeg 6, Colorado 2
Chicago 4, Montrea\ 3

St. Louis al_ N.Y, Islan;

a
Washington at New Jersey
Chicago at Nashvillé
Montreal at Dallas

Boston at Arizona

San Jose at Calgary

San Jose at Edmonton

Friday
Ducks 5, Wild 4
Anaheim 2 1 2-5
Mlnnesola 0 3 1-4
—1, Anaheim, Kesler 7

(Palmert, Fowien: 1313 ALaneim: Sil-
fverberg 2 (Cogliano, Smith-Pelly), 11:44.
 Anaheim,’ Kesler
8 (Lindholm, Jackman), 5:36. 4. Min
Sota, Kojwui 4 (Grantund, scandelia), 4:59
pp). 5, Minnesota, Parise 10 (Granlund,
Brodinj, 5:10 (pp). 6, Minnesota, Brodin 1
minville Pams ), 1
Third Period—7, anesota. Fontaine
2 (Brodzik, Prosser), 2:07. 8" Anaheim,
Jackman 2 (Kesler), 3:37.9, Arahem, be:
leskey 13 (Gelzlaf Paimicri), 8:28,
Goal—Anaheim 7-8-6—21.
anesota 171035,
play opportunities—Anaheim 0
of & Minnesota
Goalles—Anah im, Andersen 13-4-4
(25 shots-21 saves). Minnesota, Kuem-
per T18:0 (1813), Backstrom (638 third,

A— 19,044 (17,954). T—2:34.
Jets 6, Avalanche 2

ad 1

0 1-2

M 3-6
First Period—1, Wlnnlpe? Tho burn 1
(Postma, Pardy) :31. 2, Colorado, Iginla
5 (Landeskog), 9 Winnipeg, Little 9
(Wheelel’, Ladd), 12
eriod Winnipeg, Ladd 9

(Chlarcl. thlle)

d-s Winnipeg, Little 1
Vinnipes, Little it
orado, Iginla

ot ). 10:24 (pp). 8,
Winnipeg Byfughen s 9
R on GenleT Calorads 451322,
wmnlpeg 6101137,
Power-play nlwfommltles —Colorado

Winnipe
ies—Colorado, Varlamoy 4-6-5 30
a_ (1 11 hlrd) 7-6).

16 (15 004) T—2:30.
Blackhawks 4, Canadiens 3

Montreal 1 2 0-3
chuca 0 0 2—-4
riod—1, Chicago, RoZSVAl 1
(Blckell Shaw) 2:13. 2 Chlcago Smith 2
(Kruger, Nordstrom), 1 , Montreal,
Gsalla igher 7 (Galchenyuk Plekanec)v

G0

W
innipe:
A—RS

Second Period—4, Montreal, Gonchar
1 (Gallagher, Emelin), 7:58. 5, Montreal,
Subban 7 (Markov, Desharnais), 17:22

Third Period—6, Chlcago. Toews
(Rlchards, Verstee), 4 7 hi
cago, 5 (Kane, Tcews)

Pote o Goal—Mantreal 1TT 1641,

Power-play ~ op) nrt ities—Montreal

oalies—Montreal, Price 14-7-1 (36
shotess saves). Chicago, Raanta 3-2-0
(41-38).

A—22,087 (19,717). T—2:33.

~
NaTHAN DENETTE, THE CaANADIAN PRESS/AP

Cleveland forward LeBron James, left, drives to the basket past Toronto forward James Johnson during
the first half of Friday’s game in Toronto. Cleveland won 105-91 to stretch its winning streak to six.

NBA roundup

James scores 24 points
as Gavs win 6th straight

The Associated Press

TORONTO — Less than two
weeks ago, the Raptors went
into Cleveland and rallied from
an early 18-point deficit to win
110-93, causing LeBron James to
call the Cavaliers “a very fragile
team.”

It hasn’t taken long for Cleve-
land to toughen up.

James had 24 points and a sea-
son-best 13 assists, Kevin Love
added 15 points and 13 rebounds,
and the Cavaliers won their sixth
straight game by beating Toronto
105-91 Friday night.

“We definitely owed them one
tonight,” Cleveland guard Kyrie
Irving said. “They came into
our house and they gave it to us,
hands down. That definitely moti-
vated all of us.”

Tristan Thompson set season
highs with 21 points and 14 re-
bounds while Irving scored 15 for
Cleveland, unbeaten since that
Nov. 22 loss to Toronto.

Amir Johnson scored a season-
high 27 points and Kyle Lowry
had 22 as Toronto lost for the
third time in five games.

Hornets 103, Knicks 102:
Kemba Walker drove for a left-
handed layup as time expired to
help host Charlotte beat New York
snap its 10-game losing streak.

Gerald Henderson scored a
season-high 22 points and Al Jef-
ferson had 16 points and 13 re-
bounds for the Hornets.

Rockets 114, Timberwolves
112 (OT): James Harden had

38 points before fouling out and
Nick Johnson scored on a driv-
ing layup with 0.8 seconds to go
in overtime that helped visiting
Houston escape with a victory
over Minnesota.

Harden made 11 of 17 shots and
also had six assists, but he fouled
out with 1:20 to play and the
Rockets let a 13-point lead with 5
minutes to go slip away.

Celtics 113, Lakers 96: Tyler
Zeller had season highs of 24
points and 14 rebounds, and host
Boston went ahead for good less
than two minutes into the game
against Los Angeles.

The Lakers had cut a 14-point
deficit to 92-83 with 7:49 remain-
ing on a three-point play by Nick
Young.

Wizards 119, Nuggets 99:
Kris Humphries scored 20 points,
Rasual Butler and Kevin Seraph-
in each had 16 and host Washing-
ton posted its biggest win of the
season against Denver.

The Wizards won their fourth
straight, improving to 13-5. They
set a season high for points.

98, Nets 75: DeMarre
Carroll scored 16 of his 18 points
in the first half, Paul Millsap had
17 points and visiting Atlanta
beat Brooklyn for its fifth straight
victory.

Brook Lopez had 20 points and
Joe Johnson added 12 for the Nets,
who had won two straight.

Suns 118, Mavericks 106:
Goran Dragic had 28 points and
a season-high 13 assists, Markieff
Morris scored 22 and visiting

Phoenix ended Dallas’ five-game
winning streak.

Eric Bledsoe had 19 points for
the Suns.

Thunder 103, 76ers 91: Rus-
sell Westbrook had 27 points to
lead visiting Oklahoma City over
Philadelphia.

It was the first win for the
Thunder (6-13) with stars Kevin
Durant and Westbrook healthy
and back in the lineup together.

Bucks 109, Heat 85: Kendall
Marshall came off the bench and
scored a season-high 20 points,
including three big three-point-
ers in the fourth quarter, as host
Milwaukee beat Miami.

Khris Middleton had 14 points
for the Bucks, who got a huge
effort from their bench. Mil-
waukee’s reserves outscored the
Heat’s reserves 60-18.

Magic 98, Jazz 93: Tobias
Harris scored 22 points and Vic-
tor Oladipo had 20 to help visiting
Orlando send Utah to its eighth
loss in a row.

Harris made a three-pointer
from the corner and then con-
verted a three-point play on a
drive to give the Magic an 88-78
lead w1th 4:04 to play.

102, Pacers 101 (OT):
Rudy Gay scored 27 points, Carl
Landry made the game-winning
basket with 0.8 seconds left and
host Sacramento beat struggling
Indiana to stop a four-game los-
ing streak.

Landry rebounded a missed
shot by Gay, made a quick fake
and converted underneath.
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Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic DIvvalon N

Toronto 15 5 .750
Brooklyn 8 10 444
Boston 6 11 .353
New York 417 190
Philadelphia 1 18 .053
‘Southeast Division
Washington 135 .2
Atlanta 2 6 667
Miami 10 474
Orlando 364
Charlotte 15 .250
Chicago 7632
Cleveland 1 7 611
Milwaukee 1 10 524
Indiana 713 3%
Detroit 3 16 158

Houston .
Memphis 789
san Antonio 37
Dallas bt
New Orleans 471
Northwest

Portland 789
Denver 474
Oklahoma City 316

250 10/
Minnesota 22 0%
Golden State 2 .88 —
LA, Clippers 572 3
Phoenix 8 600 5
Sacramento 9 5% 6k
LA. Lakers 5 250 1.

Oklahuma Cl(y 103 Phlladelphla 9

ol
ston 113, LA. Lakers 96

Atlanta 98, Brooklyn

San Antonio 107, MemDhlS 101

Houston 114, Minnesota 112, OT

Phoenix 118, Dallas 106

Milwaukee 109, Miami 85

Orlando 98, Utah 93

Sacramento 102 Indiana 101, OT
rday’s games

Philadelphia at Detrot

Golden State at Chicago

Phoenix at Houston

Minnasota at san Antonio

Orlando at Sacramento

New Orleans at L.A. Clippers
lay’s games

Washington at Boston

Denver at Atlanta

Miami at Me

New orieans at LA. Lakers

Friday
Hawks 98, Nets 75

ATLANTA — Carroll 7-10 0-0 18, Millsap
6-10 3-4 17, Horford 3-10 1-2 7, Teague 5-
92:2 14, Korver 2-5 1-1 7, Antic 0-4 4-7 4,
Sefolosha 1-6 2-4 5, Schroder 59 2-3 13,
ack 1-7 0-1 2, Scoft 3 , Bazemore
15902 Muscala 12 0-0 2, Brand 0-1 0.0

0. Totals'35-81 15-24 o8,
— Johnson 4-8 4-4 12, Gar-

errez 3-6 0-16, Jefferson 2-6 2-3 6, Jordan
1-11-1 3. Totals 30-80 12-19 75.
Atlanta 16 36

26 20-98
Brooklyn 18 13 24 20-75
Three-Point  Goals—Atlanta_ 13-34

(Carroll 4-5, Teague 2-4, Millsap 2-4, Kor-
yerz4. Schroderl -2 Sefolosha 1.4, Scott
ore ‘Antic 0-3),
Brooklyn D0 (Wiliame 2.3, Bogdanovic
1-3, Gutierrez 0-1, Jefferson 0-2, Brown
02 Johnson 0-2, Anderson 0-2, Teletovic
0-3). ut— Rebounds—At-
Poota 3 (Mnlsap 9), Brookiyn 60 {Lopez,
Plumlee 7). Assists—Atlanta 22 (Scl

16,146 (17 732)
Celtics 113, Lakers 96

ERS — Johnson 0-5 0-0 0, Booz-
er 16 0-0 2, Hill 6-6 1-1 13, Lin 58 3-3 14,
Bryant9- 2, Davis 2-4 2-66,N-Young

2, Ellington 5-7 0-0 11, Clarkson 1-10-0 3.
Totals 38-92 14-1

TON — Green 8-10 2-5 19, Sullinger
54 9 5.8 17, Zeller 10-11 4-4 24, Rondo 6-17
0-0 12, Bradley 7-18 0-0 16, Olynyk 2-6 1-2
6, Turner 4-6 0-0 9, Pressey 0-3 0-2 0, Bass
2:4 1-1 5, Thornton 2-5 0-0 5, Wallace 0-1
0-0 0, J.Young 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 46-90 13-

L.A. Lakers 20 28 22 26-9
ston 30 23 33 27-13
ee-Point _Goals—L.A. Lakers 6-16
(Clarkson 1-1, Ellington 1-1, Lin 1-1, Bry-
1:3, N.Youing 1-3, Price'1-4, Johnson
8%, Boston 820 (sullinger -3, Bradiey
25, Thornton 1-1, Turner 1-1, Green 1-
2, Olynyk 1-3, Wallace 0-1, Rondo 0-2,
out—None. Re’

ton 68 (Zeller 14). Assists—L.A. Lakers
14 (Ellington, Bryant, Price 3), Boston 29
(Rondo 16). Total Fouls—L.A. Lakers 18,
Boston 19. Technicals—Boston defensive
three second. A—18,624 (18,624).

BraNDON DiLL/AP

San Antonio forward Tim Duncan defends Memphis center Marc Gasol on Friday in Memphis, Tenn.

Kings 102, Pacers 101 (OT)

INDIANA — Copeland 1-5 0-0 3, West 6-
16 4-4 16, Hlbbert 4-111-29, stuckey 4-10
4-6 14, S.Hill '124510W
14, Mahmml 1-3 0-0 2,
Rudez 4-7 1-2 11, M|Ie52 SZ 26, Allen 2 Z
1-1 5. Totals 36-96 23-2!

8328-40 102.
Indiana
Sacramento

20 25 27 24 5-101
34 22 24 16 6-102
Goals—Indiana  6-26

pelang 13,

ay e
1:3, Casspi 0-1, Stauskas 0-2, Collison 0-
3). Fouled Out—Thompson. Rebounds—
lndlana 58 (Scola, West 8), Sacramento
7 (Thompson 10). Assists—Indiana 18
(Stuckey, S.Hill, Watson 3), Sacramento
16 (Collison 6). Total Fouls—Indiana 33,
Sacramento 24. A—15,512 (17,317).

Cavaliers 105, Raptors 91

cLEVELAND — James 9-18 4-6 24, Love

7-186-8 22, Vasquez 2-11 0-0 4,
2:81-2 6, Williams 2-7 0-0 5, J.Johnson 5-
100:0 11, Hayes 1-11-23, Haisbrough 0-0
0-00.Totals 35.86 13-20 &
Y125 2910
Toronto 21 23 20 2-91
Three-Point _Goals—Cleveland _9-20
(Love 3-8, Jones 22, Jam
1-1, Irving 1-3, Wai

N o
cals—Waiters, Lowry. A—20,077 (19,800).

Spurs 107, Grizzlies 101
SAN ANTONIO — Leonard 3-10 2
9, Duncan 6-12 2-3 14, Bonner 3-7 0-0 9,
Parker 6-11 2-2 14, Green 6-. 10 1-1 16 G
nobili 5-10 2-4 17, JOSeDh
2-32-2 6, Baynes 2-40-0 4, Eellnelllz 90 0
6. Totals 40-84 13-16 107
MEMP Allen 0-0 4, Randolph
12-2 10 Gasol 9-; 20 10 11 28, Conley 7-

158533  Lee 490,08, Prince 8-11 0-0 20,
KDufos 15523, Udrih 2-3 2-2 6, Carter
o 0. Totals 37-80

san A 25 33 20 29-107
Memphis 2 33-101
Th re -Point Goals San Antonio 14-25

(Gil -5, n 3-5, Bonner 3-6, Beli-
nelli 2 5, Leonard e Joseph 0-1, Parker

ut— Rebounds—San Antonio 51
(Duncan 10), Memphls 43 (Gasol 12). As-
sists—San Antonio 25 (Duncan 10), Mem-
phis 19 (Conley 10). Total Fouls—San An-
tonio 22, Memphis 19. Technicals—Gasol.
A—18,119 (18,119).

Bucks 109, Heat 85

= Grang
h

jer 2-4 1-5 7, McRoberts

of nnis
||ams 1-3 0:0 2. Total’s 30-68 18-27 85,

Mil EE — Antetokounmpo 3-8 8-
1114, Parker 6-9 2-2 14, Pachulia 2-20-04,
Knight 5-11 2-2 13, Mayo 2-5 0-0 4, Sand-
Bayigss 25 7-7 12, Marshall
Dudley 3-5 1-2 8, Middleton 6-9
2601%); Wolters 0 -0 0-0 0. Totals 39-69 22-

Miami 30 20 21 14-85
Milwaukee 25 29 26 29-109
Three-Point Goals— iam|7718(Grangr
i Chalmers
5 9-2), Milwaukes

e. Reboun
(Bosh 6), Milwaukee 52 (Pachulia 8) A

sists—Miami 21 (Wade 8), Milwaukee 21
(Bay\ess 5), Total Fouls ~Miami 22, Mil-

Thunder 103, 76ers 91

OKLAHOMA CITY — Durantz 113-4 10,

ul efensive
three second. A~ 16,595 (18 717).

Wizards 119, Nuggets 89

DENVER — Chandler 6-14 5-5 20 Faried
n 3.

hi
0
1, McGee 1.30-22, Green 2- 30-0 4. Totals
31-82 22-
WASI ON — Pierce 4-10 3-4

Seraphin 8-12 0-0 16 Miller 2-2 0-0 4, Blair
12002 Temple 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 45-85
22-27119.

Denver 28 18 23 20- 89

Washingte 30 35 25 zs—ns

Three-Point Goals—Denver 5-22 (Chan-
dler 3-: 4,Rob|nson1 3 Gallmanl i Arthu
0-2, Harris 0-2, Lawson 0-2, Afflalo 0-5),
wasmngton 7-20 (Beal 4-6, Butlerz 6, wal\
1-3, Porter 0-2, Pierce 0-3). Fouled Out
None. 'Rebounds—.benver 47 (Mozgov,
Hickson 6), Washington 57 (Nene, Wall 8).
Assists—Denver 16 (Lawson 10), Wash-
ington 35 (Wall_12). Total Fouls—Denver
22, Washington 20. A—19,451 (20,308).

Maglc 98, Jazz 93
DO — Harris 7-18 6-7 22, Frye 4-
BU U ll OQulnn 5-73-313, OIad\DoB 12
1-2 20, Foumler 2-7 3~ 48. Deédmon 3-6 0-0
6, Payton 1-5 0-0 2, B.Gordon 5-6 2-2 12,
Green O 2 2-22, Nicholson 1-3 0-0 2. To!
tals 37-74 17-20 98
Hayward 4-11 0-09, Favl?rs 10-

- m

2-50-2 4, Clark 0-1 0-0 0, Novak 1-1 0-2 3.
Totals 36-79 13-21 93.

29 18 27-98

Utah 21 20 23 29-93

Three-Point Goals—Orlando 7-17 (Frye

3-7, Harris 2-6, Oladipo 1-1, Fournier 1-3),

o

Suns 118, Mavericks 106
PHOENIX — Tucker 4-7 0-0 10, Mark
5-6 22, PImIEZZOD

— Parsons 6-14 2-3 15, Nowit-
P e 10, Chandler 6-7 3-3 15, Nel-
Son 2-80-0 5, Ellis 14-22 3-5 33, Aminu 0-4
121, Harris 3-8 4-4 10, Jefferson 1-6 2- 44
1t 4-4 0- 0 8 Crowder 0-0'0-0 0, Ba
P 5, Smith 0-0 0-0 [ Villanuéva 0-1
0-0 0. Totals. 1078 2230 5
% 24 25-us
Dallas 21 30 29 20-106
Three-Point _Goals—Phoenix  13-26
(G.Dragic 3-6, Green 3-7, Bledsoe 2-2,
Tuicker 2.4, Tolliver 1.2, Mare.Morris 12,
Mark.Morris 1-3), Dallas 4-19 (Ellis 2-5,
Nelson 1-4, Parsons 1-3, vnlanueva &
is 0-2, Aminu 073). Fouled 0
Green. Rebounds—Pho
Morris 10), Dallas 49 (Chandler ls) s
sists—Phoenix 27 (G.Dragic 13) Dallas 13
(Bar ea Ne\sun 3). Total Fouls— Pnoemx
5, D:

7225, McDaniels 3-9.4-6 11, bavies 0-1 1-
21, Covington 8-13 2-2 21, Grant 1-4 0-0 2,
Sampson 1-3 1-2 3. Totals 32-84 19-30 91.
Oklahoma City
Philadelphia 24 23 20 24-91
Three-Point  Goals—Oklahoma City

Collison 0-1, Jones 0- 1) Phnadelpnuaa 28
(Covington 3-6, Mbah a Moute 2-2, Cart-
er-Williams 1-4, McDaniels 1-5, TthD-
son 1-6, Grant 0-1, Sampson 0-
0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— Ok\ -
homa City 51 (Perkins 9), Philadelphia
55 (Noel 10). Assists—Oklahoma City 27
(Westbrook 7), Philadelphia 25 (Carter-
Williams 14). Total Fouls—Oklahoma City
24, Philadelphia 24. Technicals—West-
brook. I;Iagrant Fouls—Perkins. A—15,092

Rockets 114,
Timberwolves 112 (0T)

HOUSTON (114) — Ariza 6-15 0-0 17,
Motiejunas 4-8 5-6 13, Black 2-3 2-4 6,
Terry 7-16 2-3 19, Harden 11-17 13-14 38,
Johnson 1-5 4-4 6, Garcia 2-6 0-0 5, Dorsey
0-20-0 0, Papanikolaou 5-6 0-0 10, Capela
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 38-78 26-31 114.

MINNESOTA — Wiggins 5-12 1-3 11,
Young 9-20 1-4 19, Dieng 6-9 3-3 15, LaVine
6-12 4-5 17, Brewer 5-12 4-4 15, Budinger
4-9 1-1 10, Muhammad 8-15 4-5 20, Ben-
nett 1-5 1-2 3, Adrien 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 45-
97 19-27 112.

Houston 33 22 28 22 9-114
Minnesota 24 33 W 31 7-112
Three-Point Goals—Houston 12-32

(Ariza 5-12, Harden 3-5, Terry 3-8, Garcia
1-4, Papanikolaou 0-1, Johnson 0-2), Mi

nesota 3-10 (Brewer 1-1, Budinger 1-2,
LaVine 1-2, Muhammad 0 iggins 0-2,
Young 0-2). Fouled Out— Harden, Dieng.
Rebounds—Houston 50 (Ariza 9), Minne-

26. Technicals—Houston defensive three
second. A—12,101 (19,356).

Hornets 103, Knicks 102

W YORK — Anthony 11-22 8-8 32,
Sloudemlre 35127, Dalembert 3.6 0-0
6, Calderon 4-6 0-0 8, Shumpert 2-7 0-0
4, Ja.Smith 2-4 2-2 6, Aldrich 1-1 0-0 2, J.
Smith 4-11 4-6 14, Larkin 1-2 0-0 3, Acy 2-
4.0-0 5, Wear 0-1 0-0 0, Hardaway Jr. 4-10
2-2 13, Prigioni 0-0 1-2 1. Totals 37-79 18-
22102,

CHARLOTTE — Henderson 8-10 4-5
22, Zeller 2-4 2-2 6, Jefferson 8-21 0-0 16,
Walker 4-15 3-3 11, Stephenson 7-15 2-2
16, Hairston 1-3 0-0 3, Neal 5-9 3-4 13, Wil-
liams 4-7 0-0 9, Biyombo 3-3 1-2 7, Rob-
erts 0-; 1 n 00. Tota\sAZ 88 15-18 103.

24 24 33-102
chario e 3 26 28 18-103

Three-Point_Goals—New_York 10-22
(Hardaway Jr. 3-7, J. Smith 2-3, Anthony
2-6, Larkin 1-1, Acy Calderon 1-3,
Shumpert 0-1), Charlctte 4-18 (Hender-
son 2-3, Hairston 1-3, Williams 1-4, Rob-
erts 0-1, Walker 0-2, SteDhensonO 2, Neal
0-3). Fouled Out— eboun
York 44 (Dalembert 8) ‘charlotte 51 (Jefr
ferson 13). Assists—New York 23 (Prlg\o-
ni 7, Charlotte 15 (Stephenson 6). Total
‘ork 21, Charlotte 20. Techni-

s 16.
Sive three second. A—20; 010 109,200

cals—stephenson A—19,102 (19,077).

Duncan,
Spurs top
Grizzlies

By Cray BAILEY
The Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — The
Memphis Grizzlies’ dominance
at home could only be outdone
by the San Antonio Spurs’ domi-
nance over the Grizzlies.

Memphis saw its 22-game, reg-
ular-season home winning streak
snapped by the Spurs on Friday
night as San Antonio won its
ninth straight over the Grizzlies
107-101 behind a triple-double
from Tim Duncan.

Manu Ginobili led Spurs scorers
with 17 points, while the 38-year-
old Duncan recorded 14 points, 10
rebounds and 10 assists, the fourth
triple-double in his career.

“That’s something very hard to
accomplish when you're 38 and
in a tough game that is not one of
those games that ends up 138-129,”
Ginobili said of Duncan’s feat. “It’s
something very hard to do.”

Danny Green added 16 points,
while Tony Parker matched
Duncan’s 14 points. Cory Joseph
had 12 points, including 10 in the
fourth quarter to thwart several
Memphis rallies.

The victory was another ex-
ample of methodical execution
by the Spurs as they built an
early lead and never trailed in the
game. Defensively, Duncan and
Matt Bonner stymied Memphis’
inside game enough that, while
Marc Gasol led the Grizzlies with
28 points and 12 rebounds, front-
court mate Zach Randolph man-
aged only 10 points on 4-for-11
shooting and eight rebounds.

“Tim Duncan and Matty played
just impressive, outstanding de-
fense,” Spurs coach Gregg Popo-
vich said. “Those are two guys
that are really hardcore.”

Mike Conley had 23 points and
10 assists for Memphis, which
dropped its second straight. Tay-
shaun Prince finished with 20,
connecting on 8 of 11 shots, includ-
ing all four from outside the arc.

“I don’t care how many times
they beat us before,” Gasol said. “T
felt we were going to get them. But,
you know, it didn’t go that way.”

While San Antonio shot 48 per-
cent for the game, the Spurs were
14-for-25 from three-point range,
including Ginobili hitting all five
of his shots. The Spurs’ three-
pointers came each time Mem-
phis threatened the Spurs’ lead.

“We spotted them too many
points,” Memphis coach Dave
Joerger said, later adding: “We
stood and held the ball too much.
We were kind of in a hurry of-
fensively and didn’t screen hard
enough to get guys open.”

Memphis tried to make anoth-
er run in the fourth, but Joseph,
playing for Parker, who suffered a
mild calf strain in the third, scored
six early points to prevent any sig-
nificant run by Memphis. “We’ve
been lucky to come out on top be-
cause I think every game we play,
nothing’s a blowout,” Duncan said
of the series. “It’s not like we're
running away from them.”
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AP Top 25 roundup

Jayhawks
overtake
Gators

The Associated Press

LAWRENCE, Kan. — Last year, Wayne
Selden Jr. might have let a lousy shooting
performance in Kansas’s previous game
affect his confidence in a high-profile
matchup with Florida on Friday night.

That’s the difference between being a
freshman and a sophomore.

Selden poured in 21 points and keyed a
massive second-half run, allowing the No.
11 Jayhawks to overcome an 18-point defi-
cit and beat the Gators 71-65 inside bois-
terous Allen Fieldhouse.

“You’re not going to make them every
night,” said Selden, who was 0-for-10 from
the field last Sunday against Michigan
State. “You just have to stay persistent.”

Cliff Alexander and Frank Mason III
had 12 points apiece, and Perry Ellis fin-
ished with 10 for the Jayhawks (6-1), who
trailed 39-24 at halftime before using a 17-
0 surge to seize control.

Kansas wound up outscoring the Gators
47-26 in the second half.

“It was a terrible start and our best play-
ers were not very good at all in the first
half,” Kansas coach Bill Self said. “The
roles reversed in the second half.”

Devin Robinson scored 13 points and
Chris Walker had 12 for Florida, which is
off to its worst start through seven games
since it also started 3-4 during the 1990-91
season.

“You have to credit them. They had a lot
of fight,” the Gators’ Jon Horford said. “I
felt like we let them speed us up a little bit,
take us out of the flow we had in the first

The Gators once again played without
the calming influence of guard Eli Carter,
who has been hobbled by a sprained left
foot. He hurt it during practice Nov. 20 and
had struggled in two of the four games he
had played, causing coach Billy Donovan
to rest him Friday night.

“It’s been hard the last week just because
we’ve had limited numbers in practice,”
Donovan said. “It was good to see Devin
Robinson respond like he did. I thought he
was a bright spot.”

The Jayhawks led 14-10 as the game ap-
proached the midway point of the first half,
but a slew of turnovers and some frigid
shooting allowed Florida to pull into the
lead.

No. 5 Louisville 82, Florida Internation-
al 57: Anton Gill scored a career-high 15
points, Montrezl Harrell had 13 points and
12 rebounds, and the host Cardinals rolled
past the Panthers.

The Cardinals (7-0) started slow before
an 18-0 run in the first half. The Panthers
had held Louisville to eight points in the
opening 10 minutes.

Dennis Mavin led FIU

i dMarcoPorcherJi
‘while shooting 4-for-6 on three-pointers.

2 Oklahoma 82, Missouri 63:
Ryan Spangler scored a season-high 18
points to help the host Sooners defeat the
Tigers in the SEC/Big 12 challenge.

Buddy Hield had 17 points and three
steals and Isaiah Cousins added 16 points
for the Sooners (5-2).

The Sooners opened the second half on
a15-0 run.

Johnathan Williams led Missouri (4-4)
with 16 points and eight rebounds.

(5-4) with 15
13

-4

James Crisp/AP

Kentucky’s Karl-Anthony Towns, left, and Texas’ Prince Ibeh battle for a rebound during Friday’s game in Lexington, Ky.

Run fuels No. 1 Kentucky

Wildcats pull away from Longhorns

By Gary B. GRAVES
The Associated Press

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Willie Cauley-Stein
was determined to make an impact no mat-
ter which Kentucky platoon he played on
against No. 6 Texas.

The Wildcats’ 7-foot junior succeeded by
making the Longhorns feel his presence
all night.

Cauley-Stein had a career-high 21 points
and made several defensive plays to key
Kentucky’s 18-2 run to open the second
half, helping the top-ranked Wildcats beat
No. 6 Texas 63-51 on Friday night in the
SEC/Big 12 Challenge.

Normally playing on the first of Ken-
tucky’s two talented platoons, Cauley-Stein
began alongside fellow 7-footer Dakari
Johnson and 6-10 Trey Lyles on the second
squad and the big trio sparked the Wild-

hanging 8-minut

cats’ g
after a 26-all halftime tie.

They combined for the spurt’s first 10
points before Cauley-Stein’s tip-in pro-
vided a 44-28 lead with 11:20 remaining.
That gave Kentucky (8-0) the cushion to
hold off the stubborn Longhorns (7-1), who
regrouped to close to 56-51 with 1:44 left
before Cauley-Stein added a free throw
and dunk.

“I was more confident,” said Cauley-
Stein, who shot 6-for-11 from the field while
logging 33 minutes. “I’ve been working on
my game and I had confidence. That was
the biggest thing, doing it. It paid off.”

Cauley-Stein’s rebounding was a big
boost for Kentucky, which was outrebound-
ed 42-31 by Texas. Johnson finished with
11 points and Karl-Anthony Towns added
10, but the postgame talk centered on
Cauley-Stein.

“He was ridiculous today,” Kentucky
coach John Calipari said.

Johnson called his teammate’s game
“crazy,” adding, “hopefully, he’ll have
more nights like this.”

Jonathan Holmes scored 14 points and
Demarcus Holland 10 for Texas, which
shot just 30 percent in falling to 0-8 against
the No. 1 team.

Things were nonetheless tense in a game
featuring a number of subplots, including
Kentucky guards Aaron and Andrew Har-
rison seeking big performances against
their home state’s marquee school. That
didn’t happen as the 6-6 twins combined
for just seven points on 3-for-17 shoot-
ing, but Andrew Harrison hit a big three-
pointer with 2:47 left for a 56-47 lead that
proved critical.

The Wildcats came away with another

! .
James Crisp/AP

Kentucky’s Willie Cauley-Stein, right,
shoots under pressure from Texas’ Prince
Ibeh during the first half.

signature win following last month’s 72-40
drubbing of then-No. 5 Kansas in India-
napolis. But beating the athletic and physi-
cal Longhorns required a lot of energy and
grit by Kentucky.
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Mariota: Oregon QB named

game MVP after five-TD effort

FROM BACK PAGE

Oregon outgained Arizona 617
yards to 224. The Ducks ran for
301 yards and held the Wildcats
to 111 on the ground.

“This is a huge accomplish-
ment for us,” said Mariota, who
won game MVP honors. “Now
we need to continue to improve
and get better for whoever comes
next.”

The victory avenged Oregon’s
only loss this season — a 31-24
setback to Arizona on Oct. 2 in
Eugene — and a 42-16 loss in Tuc-
son last year that kept the Ducks
out of the conference champion-
ship game.

Arizona coach Rich Rodriguez
benched banged-up quarterback
Anu Solomon — and later backup
Jesse Scroggins — in the sec-
ond half trying to find a spark.
By then it was too late, and Ro-
driguez’s scrunched face on the
sideline exemplified his team’s
frustrations.

“Outcoached us, outplayed us,”
Rodriguez said.

It was quite a turnaround from
the last meeting between these
teams, when Arizona held the
Ducks to a season-low 144 yards
rushing. The Wildcats also sacked
Mariota five times and forced two
fumbles in that game.

This time, Mariota completed
25 of 38 passes and ran for 33
yards on 10 carries. He extended
his conference record to 53 touch-
downs this season — 38 passing,
14 rushing and one receiving.

“If this guy isn’t what the Heis-
man Trophy is all about then I'm

or daughter to have a role model,
pick this guy.”

As wide as the final margin
was, it could’'ve — and probably
should’ve — been even wider.

Oregon settled for four field-
goal tries — making three — in
the first half. The Ducks also
finished with 12 penalties for 74
yards, including a holding pen-
alty that erased Royce Freeman’s
37-yard TD run and back-to-back
false starts that pushed back the
failed field-goal attempt in the
second quarter.

Mariota made up for most of
Oregon’s errors, though, running
for two TDs just before the break
to give the Ducks a 23-0 lead. It
was the first time Arizona was
held scoreless in the first half
since a 49-0 loss to Oregon on
Sept. 22, 2012.

“We wanted to show people
that we could play with Arizona
and come out and show them how
Oregon football is supposed to be
played,” said Freeman, who fin-
ished with 114 yards rushing.

The Wildcats briefly broke
through when Scroggins found
a wide-open Cayleb Jones for a
69-yard TD pass with 9:34 re-
maining in the third quarter.
Scroggins finished 3-for-9 pass-
ing for 79 yards and also had an
interception.

Solomon, who has dealt with
ankle and leg injuries this season,
completed six of 12 passes for 34
yards before third-stringer Jer-
rard Randall took over late, run-
ning for a 25-yard touchdown on
the final play of the game.

in the wrong pr ,” Hel-
frich said. “If you want your son

Antonio Gonzalez can be reached at:
www.twitter.com/agonzalezAP

BEN MarcoT/AP

Oregon quarterback Marcus Mariota threw for 303 yards and two
touchdowns while rushing for three more in a 51-13 victory over
Arizona in the Pac-12 Conference championship game on Friday in

Santa Clara, Calif.

The SEC logo is seen in Atlanta ahead of the

JoHN BazemoRE/AP

Alabama and Missouri, which took place on Saturday. As lhe phyolf era begms, a number of questions

about the future of

games are

Championship changes
could be on their way

Future of conference title games under question

By Ravren D. Russo
The Associated Press

rophies will be award-

ed. Champions will be

crowned. A confetti can-

non or two will likely be
fired.

And after all the celebrating is
done, there is a good chance at
least one conference this week-
end is going to have to deal with
the fact that the ‘wrong team’
won its championship game and
cost the loser a spot in the College
Football Playoff.

As the playoff era begins, a
number of questions about the
future of conference champion-
ship games are emerging. Among
them: What’s the best format?
Should they even exist anymore?

Even when the Bowl Champion-
ship Series was being used to de-
termine the teams in the national
title game, conference champi-
onship games could be perilous.
Plenty of teams have stumbled
in their final steps to the national
championship game while play-
ing for a conference crown. It
happened to Ohio State in the Big
Ten championship last year.

Now with four spots and a se-
lection committee sizing up the
contenders, there is more uncer-
tainty about how these showcase
games will be factored into the
process.

“We always felt during the BCS

“We always felt during the BCS era that
there were years where it was helpful

and there were years that it could hurt. |
suspect we'll find the same thing during

the playoff era.?

John Swofford

ACC commisioner, on having a conference championship game

era that there were years where it
was helpful and there were years
that it could hurt. I suspect we’ll
find the same thing during the
playoff era,” said Atlantic Coast
Conference Commissioner John
Swofford. How the committee
1 aconference T
ship game is “a bit of an unknown
right now.”

Swofford was in Charlotte,
N.C., Saturday to see Florida
State, fourth in the last playoff
rankings, face Georgia Tech for
the ACC title.

If the Yellow Jackets upset the
unbeaten Seminoles, there’s a
good chance the ACC won’t have
a team in the playoff.

The ACC and the Big 12 are in
the process of trying to change
NCAA rules regarding confer-
ence championship games. Cur-
rently, if a conference wishes to
play a title game, it must have at
least 12 teams, split into two divi-

sions and all the teams in that di-
vision must play each other.

The Big 12 has 10 teams. Com-
missioner Bob Bowlsby has said
the Big 12 has no plans to bring
back its conference title game.
But with autonomy on the way for
the Big Five conferences, which
essentially allows them to make
their own rules, some wonder if
it makes senses to allow confer-
ences the freedom to determine a
champion any way they want.

Swofford agrees. The ACC,
with 14 teams in two divisions,
has tossed around the idea of
eliminating its divisions and hav-
ing a championship game match-
ing the two highest-ranked teams
in the conference.

“If given the opportunity, I don’t
know whether we would change or
not,” Swofford said. “That would
be up to our institutions. We've
had some discussion about it with-
out taking a formal vote.”



Pace 30

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Sunday, December 7,2014

NFL

Luck’s Colts on verge of division crown

Colts quarterback Andrew Luck (12) has Indianapolis on the cusp of a third consecutive playoff berth, and ninth South division title.

Indianapolis could
wrap up South with
win, Houston loss

By Corey ELLioT
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — The Colts are clos-
ing in on a division title and a third con-
secutive playoff appearance.

Indianapolis can win its ninth AFC
South title on Sunday with a victory over
Cleveland and a loss by Houston. The
Browns will try to spoil the Colts’ plans as
they try to stay in the hunt for an AFC wild
card spot. The Texans face a Jacksonville
Jaguars team that is just 2-10.

If Indianapolis can’t wrap up two of its
season goals in Cleveland, it will have an
opportunity to do so without help from
any other opponent next Sunday when it
hosts the Texans. Houston has never won
at Indianapolis and the Colts have won 11
straight against division opponents.

Reggie Wayne has been a part of every
AFC South title Indianapolis has brought
home. The 14-year veteran is no stranger
to the sort of musical chairs the month of
December often becomes for prospective
playoff teams.

While the Colts may not be accustomed
to the weather in Cleveland late in the year,
they are 8-2 in in December since 2012.

“We've got goals and the first goal is to
take care of the AFC South,” Wayne said.
“We know we control our own destiny, so
we just want to make sure we do every-
thing we possibly can to make that as easy
as possible and the only way to do that is to
go out there and win. Our focus is on the
Cleveland Browns.”

Up-and-down Rams looking to build on rout of Raiders

By WARREN MAYES
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — The St. Louis
Rams are coming off a laugher
against the Oakland Raiders that
reminded fans of the Greatest
Show on Turf. Enthusiasm must
be tempered because Oakland has
one win and the Rams have yet to
win consecutive games.

The Rams (5-7) do have three
signature victories this season,
against Denver, San Francisco
and defending Super Bowl cham-
pion Seattle.

But after each win came a loss.

St. Louis will try to put together
consecutive victories Sunday on
the road in Washington against
the Redskins (3-9).

“We're always looking to win,
not looking to apologize for any-
thing once we get into competi-
tion,” said defensive coordinator
Gregg Williams. “We need to win
another game, win two in a row.”

The Rams posted back-to-back
‘wins twice in finishing 7-9 in 2013.
The Rams did win three inarow in
2012, which was when coach Jeff
Fisher took charge of the team.

With a playoff berth an outside
poss1h1hty even if the Rams win
out in December to finish 9-7,
Fisher knows the team must first
get by Washington.

“Well, then, the challenge

is to win the next one,” Fisher
said. “We’re playing consistent-
ly. We're playing hard. We just
haven’t been able to put two in a
row. That’s our hope and that’s
our goal this week.”

Why the team has yet to pro-
duce any kind of a winning streak
is a mystery to Fisher. His club is
not hard to figure out, he said.

“I know we know what to ex-
pect. I mean, we’re going to get
a maximum effort out of them
Wednesday through Sunday,”
Fisher said. “We’re going to get
that out of them. That’s all you can
ask of them. Sometimes there’s
tipped balls and sometimes guys
make mistakes, but they’re going
to make it going full speed.”

The Rams put it all together in
thrashing Oakland 52-0 last week-
end. It was the second-largest
margin of victory in team history.

Brian  Schottenheimer, the
Rams’ offensive coordinator, said
he believes the offense is getting
into a good flow.

“I think their confidence is
certainly up. I think we feel good
coming off that game, ball’s get-
ting spread out,” Schottenheimer
said. “Our big thing has been try

Chris Lee, ST. Louts Post-Dispatch/AP

to be consistent all year long. Obvi-
ously, we played really, really well.

Rams tight end Cory Harkey, top, is sent airborne hy the Raiders safety Charles Woodson in last week’s  (We) had a good week of practice.
52-0 shutout of Oakland. St. Louis will attempt to win consecutive games for the first time this season Be good to take it on the road and

when it visits the Washington Redskins on Sunday.

try to do it again.”
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TELEVISED GAMES

Pittsburgh Steelers (7-5)
at Cincinnati Bengals (8-3-1)
AFN-Sports
7 p.m. Sunday CET

Series: Pittsburgh leads 53-34,
including six of the past eight.
Last meeting: Steelers beat the
visiting Bengals 30-20 on Dec. 15,
2013.
Notes: Steelers RB Le'Veon Bell

ranks second in the NFL with 1,689

scrimmage yards (1,046 rush-
ing, 643 receiving) ... WR Antonio

Brown leads the league with 1,258
Bengals are 13-

receiving yards. ...
1-1 in their past 15 regular-season
home games.

Indianapolis Colts (8-4)
at Cleveland Browns (7-5)
AFN-Atlantic
7 p.m. Sunday CET

Series: Browns lead 14-13; Colts /

have won six of the past seven.
Last meeting: Indianapolis beat

visiting Cleveland 17-13 on Oct. 21,

2012.

Notes: Colts QB Andrew Luck is
one of three NFL players to pass
for 4,000 yards in two of their first
three seasons (Peyton Manning,
Dan Marino). ... In his 15 starts,
Browns QB Brian Hoyer is 10-5
with 3,671 passing yards and 16
Ds.

Marquee matchup

Seattle Seahawks (8-4) at Philadelphia Eagles (9-3)
AFN-Sports, 10 p.m. Sunday Central European Time

SERIES RECORD: Eagles lead 7-6; Seahawks have won
three of the past four.

LAST MEETING: Seahawks beat the Eagles 31-14 at
Seattle on Dec. 1, 2011.

SEAHAWKS OFFENSE: OVERALL (13), RUSH (1),
PASS (29).

SEAHAWKS DEFENSE: OVERALL (1), RUSH (5), PASS
3.

EAGLES OFFENSE: OVERALL (4), RUSH (6), PASS (5).
EAGLES DEFENSE: OVERALL (24), RUSH (12) PASS
(26).

STREAKS, STATS AND NOTES: Seahawks QB Russell
Wilson has a 110.9 rating (4 TDs, O INTs) in the past three
games. ... In two meetings with the Eagles, RB Marshawn
Lynch has rushed for 253 yards and 2 TDs. He needs 44
yards and 1 TD to rush for 1,000 yards and 10 TDs for
a fourth consecutive season ... WR Doug Baldwin leads
the team with 48 catches and 519 receiving yards ... CB
Richard Sherman had 2 INTs last week. Since entering
the league in 2011, he leads the NFL with 23 picks. ...
The Eagles have won 10 in a row at home ... They have

won four of five games when QB Mark Sanchez played,
including four starts ... RB LeSEan McCoy has 289
rushing yards and 2 TDs in the past two games ...

RB Darren Sproles has 4 TDs in his past three
home games ... WR Jeremy Maclin has 1,088

receiving yards, his first 1,000-yard season ...

WR Jordan Matthews has 5 TDs in the past

five games.

The Eagles have fared
well in games started by i
quarterback Mark Sanchez. !

Tim SharpAP

Game capsules compiled -
from nflmedia.com

Also on AFN: Baltimore Ravens (7-5) at Miami Dolphins (7-5), AFN-Xtra, 7 p.m. Sunday CET.
Buffalo Bills (7-5) at Denver Broncos (9-3), AFN-Atlantic, 10 p.m. Sunday CET.

EXPANDED STANDINGS

American Conference National Conference

East
W LT Pct PF PA Home Away AFC NFC w LT PF PA Home Away NFC AFC Div
New England 9 3 0 .750 378 253 6-0-0 3-3-0 6-2-0 3-1-0 2 Philadelphia 9 3 0 375 285 6-0-0 3-3-0 5-3-0 4-0-0 3-0-0
Miami 7 5 0 .583 301 232 3-2-0 4-3-0 6-3-0 1-2-0 3-1-0 | Dallas 9 4 0 343 301 3-4-0 6-0-0 6-4-0 3-0-0 2-2-0
Buffalo 7 5 0 .583 264 217 4-3-0 3-2-0 4-5-0 3-0-0 3-2-0 | N.Y.Giants 3 90 0 257 319 2-4-0 1-5-0 2-7-0 1-2-0 1-3-0
N.Y. Jets 2 10 0 .167 1950 1:%9 2-5-0 0-5-0 2-7-0 0-3-0 0-4-0 | Washington 3 90 2454 %ﬁz 2-3-0 1-6-0 1-7-0 2-2-0 1-2-0

ou oul
Indianapolis 8 4 0 .667 382 283 5-2-0 3-2-0 6-3-0 2-1-0 4-0-0 | Atlanta 5 70 291 299 3-3-0 2-4-0 5-4-0 0-3-0 4-0-0
Houston 6 6 0 .500 287 247 3-3-0 3-3-0 5-3-0 1-3-0 2-1-0 | New Orleans 5 70 323 318 3-3-0 2-4-0 4-4-0 1-3-0 2-1-0
Tennessee 2 10 0 .167 213 338 1-4-0 1-6-0 2-7-0 0-3-0 1-3-0 | Carolina 3 81 228 331 2-4-0 1-4-1 3-6-0 0-2-1 1-2-0
Jacksonville 2100 167 18'? :&9 2-4-0 0-6-0 1-7-0 1-3-0 0-3-0 | Tampa Bay 210 0 22’? 2’}4 0-6-0 2-4-0 1-7-0 1-3-0 0-4-0

0 0
Cincinnati 8 3 1 .708 260 247 4-1-1 4-2-0 5-3-0 3-0-1 2-1-0 | Green Bay 9 3 0 380 267 6-0-0 3-3-0 6-3-0 3-0-0 4-1-0
Baltimore 7 5 0 .583 328 242 4-2-0 3-3-0 3-5-0 4-0-0 2-3-0 | Detroit 8 4 0 231 207 5-1-0 3-3-0 6-2-0 2-2-0 3-0-0
Pittsburgh 7 5 0 .583 320 298 4-2-0 3-3-0 6-3-0 1-2-0 2-2-0 | Minnesota 5 70 7 233 257 3-3-0 2-4-0 5-5-0 0-2-0 0-4-0
Cleveland 7 5 0 .58 25‘2” Z;lS 4-2-0 3-3-0 4-5-0 3-0-0 2-2-0 | Chicago 5 80 ZB\}\I 3;/8 2-4-0 3-4-0 4-5-0 1-3-0 1-3-0

est es
Denver 9 3 0 .750 361 276 6-0-0 3-3-0 7-1-0 2-2-0 4-0-0 | Arizona 9 3 0 258 224 6-0-0 3-3-0 7-2-0 2-1-0 2-1-0
San Diego 8 4 0 .667 279 249 5-1-0 3-3-0 6-3-0 2-1-0 2-2-0 | Seattle 8 4 0 298 221 5-1-0 3-3-0 6-2-0 2-2-0 2-1-0
Kansas City 7 5 0 .583 277 224 4-2-0 3-3-0 5-4-0 2-1-0 1-3-0 | San Francisco 750 231 244 3-3-0 4-2-0 6-4-0 1-1-0 1-3-0
Oakland 111 0 .08 176 337 1-5-0 0-6-0 1-8-0 0-3-0 1-3-0 | St. Louis 5 70 261 285 3-3-0 2-4-0 3-5-0 2-2-0 2-2-0

>

Kansas City Chiefs (7-5)
at Arizona Cardinals (9-3)
AFN-Xtra
10 p.m. Sunday CET

Series: Kansas City leads 8-2-1,
including the past three.
Last meeting: The Chiefs beat the
visiting Cardinals 31-13 on Nov. 21,
2010.
Notes: Chiefs LB Justin Houston
has 12 sacks and 2 forced fumbles
in the past 10 games. He needs 1
sack to join Derrick Thomas, Jared
Allen and Neil Smith as the only KC
players with 15-plus in a season.
.. The Cardinals are 6-0 at home
for the first time since 1970.

New England Patriots (9-3)
at San Diego Chargers (8-4)
AFN-Sports
2:20 a.m. Monday CET

Series: New England leads 20-14-
2, including three of the past four.
Last meeting: The Patriots beat
the visiting Chargers 35-21 on
Sept. 18, 2011.
Notes: The Patriots need a win
to join the San Francisco 49ers
(1983-98) as the only NFL teams
to win 10-plus games in 12 con-
secutive seasons. ... Chargers QB
Philip Rivers needs four passing
TDs to join HOFer Dan Fouts (254)
as the only Chargers with 250.

REST OF THE SCHEDULE

N.Y. Giants at Tennessee

—

San Francisco at Oakland
onday
Atlanta at Green Bay

NEXT WEEK

Jhursday, Dec. 11
Arizona at St Lou
Y, Dec. 14

Oakland at Kantaa Gy
Pltlshur h at Atlanta
ashington at N.Y. Giants
Vit New Engiand.
Houston at Indianapolis
acksonville at Baltimore
reen an at Buffalo
a Bay at Carolina
incinatt at Cloveland
enver at San Dlegc

coz05

n Franci
Minnesota at Detroit
Dallas at Philadelphia

ay, Dec. 15
New Orleans at Chitago
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Making moves

Yankees acquire SS Gregorius,
lefty reliever Miller | Page 25

The Ducks’ Ayele

S ) No. 3 Oregon routs

Pac-12 Conference
championship on Friday

T Arizona behind five

scores from Mariota

By ANTONIO GONZALEZ The Ducks (12-1) entered
The Associated Press the week ranked second in the
. playoff standings and are ex-
SANTA CLARA, Calif. — Lected toland in the Rose Bowl
Marcus Mariota made a strong  for the semifinals. Alabama
final impression in his bid for (11-1) is No. 1 and TCU (10-1)
the Heisman Trophy, and No. js third followed by Florida
3 Oregon left no doubt about gtate (12-0), Ohio State (11-1),
whether the Pac-12 champions  Baylor (10-1) and Arizona (10-
will get a chance to play for the  3) “which is now just hoping to
national title. make a Jan. 1 bowl.
About the only question now Even that is no longer
is who the Ducks will face certain.
next. On a rainy night in Silicon
Mariota threw for 303 yards Valley, Oregon wiped out the
and two touchdownsandranfor Wildcats in front of a sparse
acareer-high three scores,and but rowdy pro-Ducks crowd
Oregon all but assured itself a — announced as 45,618 — that
spot in the first College Foot- sprinkled the red seats at the
ball Playoff by overwhelming $1.3 billion Levi’s Stadium
eighth-ranked Arizona S51-13 bright yellow and green. Mari-
in the Pac-12 title game Friday ota also boosted his creden-
night. tials for college football’s most
“There are a bunch of big prestigious award as the Ducks
smiles, and I’'m proud of that,” turned the patchy field into
Oregon coach Mark Helfrich their personal playground.
said. SEE MARIOTA ON PAGE 29

Inside:

B Changes on way for conference titles? Page 29

Colts closing in on division title Cauley-Stein lifts No. 1 Kentucky | Cavaliers extend win streak to six
NFL, Page 30 College basketball, Page 28 NBA roundup, Page 26




