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Afghan mining threatens Buddhist relics

Family of
US hostage
is hopeful
she’s alive

Jordan calls Islamic State’s
claim ‘criminal propaganda’

By FeLicia FonsEca
AND BRIAN SKOLOFF
The Associated Press

PRESCOTT, Ariz. — The parents
of a 26-year-old American who Is-
lamic State extremists say was killed
in an airstrike in Syria said in a state-
ment addressed to group leaders that
the claim of their daughter’s death
concerned them but they were still
hopeful she was alive.

The Islamic State group said on
Friday that Kayla Jean Mueller, of
Prescott, Ariz., died in a Jordanian
airstrike, but the government of
Jordan dismissed the statement as
“criminal propaganda,” and the U.S.
said it had not seen any evidence to
corroborate the report.

Mueller is the only known remain-
ing U.S. hostage held by the Islamic
State group.

If the death is confirmed, she
would be the fourth American to die
while being held by Islamic State
militants. Three others — journalists

James Foley and Steven Sotloff and
aid worker Peter Kassig — were be-
headed by the group.

this ancient trade-route city, where the biified
treasures of Afghanistan’s Buddhist history hide
beneath sandy soil, are so rich in copper

they gleam green in the morning suf.

By SrosopaN LEKIC
Stars and Stripes

ZAATARI CAMP, Jordan — With the
‘world’s attention focused on the Islamic State,
Syrian refugees say rival al-Qaida-affiliated
rebels are gaining support inside Syria, even
among moderate factions battling Syrian
President Bashar Assad’s regime.

And in some parts of Syria, including the
so-called southern front just north of the
Jordanian border, Jabhat al-Nusra — also
known as the Nusra Front and listed by the
State Department as a terrorist group — ap-
pears to be working so closely with Ameri-
can-backed groups that the two have become
virtually indistinguishable operationally.

Such fusing between moderates and re-
ligious extremists could undermine the
Obama administration’s effort to expand
training for moderate Syrian insurgents to
fight the Islamic State group.

The U.S. military plans to send about 400
instructors to Turkey, Qatar and Saudi Ara-
bia to train a vetted force of 5,000 fighters
to take on the Islamic State. Congressional
critics have complained that weapons sent
to “moderates” such as the U.S.-backed Free
Syrian Army could end up in extremist hands
— a possibility that appears more likely if
those supposed pro-U.S. troops are working
closely with al-Qaida-linked fighters.

SEE SYRIA ON PAGE 5

Stosopan Lekic/Stars and Stripes

Hussein al Jalam, with his son and daughter,
sits in his home in the Zaatari refugee camp
in northern Jordan last month.

“You told us that you treated Kayla
as your guest, as your guest her safe-
ty and well-being remains your re-
sponsibility,” Mueller’s family said in
a short statement released Friday.

The road leading to her family’s
home in Prescott remained blocked off
Saturday by Yavapai County Sheriff’s
vehicles. Sheriff’s spokesman Dwight
D’Evelyn said the FBI was with the
family and deputies would have a
presence there indefinitely. He did not
know if anyone from the U.S. State De-
partment had visited with them.

Mueller is an aid worker who previ-
ously volunteered with organizations
in India, Israel and the Palestinian
territories. Her identity had not been
disclosed until now out of fears for
her safety. Her family said she was
taken hostage by the Islamic State
group on Aug. 4, 2013, while leaving
a hospital in Syria.

SEE HOSTAGE ON PAGE 4
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“It shocks the conscience
of the community, of the
nation. This was not a
teaching moment.
Not now. Not ever.”

— Lt. Andy Binder of the Lincoln
County, Mo., Sheriff's Department,
on a mock kidnapping of a boy, 6,

designed by his mother, aunt and
grandmother

See story on Page 10
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Obama releases foreign policy goals

By CHRISTI PARSONS
AND W.J. HENNIGAN
Tribune Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Facing Re-
publican charges that President
Barack Obama has a muddled
strategy to deal with global cri-
ses, the White House released a
foreign policy blueprint Friday
that it says shows a readiness to
take on adversaries and to rally
allies and partners to the fight.

The document, called the Na-
tional Security Strategy, defends
Obama’s approach to the conflict
in Ukraine and to fighting Islamic
State militants in Syria and Iraq.
It also argues that current cri-
ses shouldn’t threaten long-term
strategies to fight terrorism and
climate change and to engage with
the world, particularly Asia, from
a strong leadership position.

The proposal is heavy on the
idea of American leadership in
a world of increasingly complex
problems. It is Obama’s second
and final National Security Strat-
egy, a document required annu-
ally by Congress but last updated
in 2010 — before the Arab Spring
uprisings, the civil war in Syria,
the rise of Islamic State and the
conflict in Ukraine.

“On all these fronts, America
leads from a position of strength,”
Obama wrote in an introduction.
“But this does not mean we can
or should attempt to dictate the
trajectory of all unfolding events
around the world.

“We must recognize that a
smart national security strategy
does not rely solely on military
power,” he said. “The challenges
we face require strategic patience
and persistence.”

The plan affirms the White
House’s current course in every
world region. The U.S. will con-

Correction

A Saturday story about
the first coalition airstrikes
in Afghanistan since the
end of the combat mis-
sion incorrectly identified
the parties to the Status of
Forces Agreement in Af-
ghanistan. It was concluded
between Afghanistan and
NATO.
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President Barack Obama steps off the Marine One helicopter during his arrival Friday on the South Lawn

of the White House in Washington.

tinue to work to fight immediate
threats, it says, while also fighting
long-term problems such as dis-
ease, cyberthreats and extreme
poverty. Climate change in par-
ticular is an “urgent and growing
threat” to national security, the
report says.

Some of Obama’s advisers are
suggesting that the U.S. should
take a more aggressive approach
in some hot spots. Last week,
Ashton Carter, the president’s
nominee to lead the Pentagon,
told lawmakers he might advise
providing weapons to Ukraine as
it battles Russia-backed separat-
ists, something Obama has resist-
ed but the White House has said
is it reconsidering.

The 29-page document empha-
sizes partnership with Congress,
something Republican lawmak-
ers argue has been lacking. The
blueprint dovetails with a White
House effort to win congressio-
nal authorization for the use of
military force in the fight against
Islamic State, the militant group
that has seized large areas of
Syria and Iraq.

For critics, the document does

RTS 5
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little to shed light on Obama’s
plans and guiding principles.

“When you try to do everything
at once like the administration
has done here, you end up with a
bunch of generalities,” said An-
thony Cordesman, a senior mili-
tary analyst at the nonpartisan
Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies in Washington.
“You have a document that has no
real guidance, no real priorities
and no real substance.”

The strategy fails to address
shortcomings in U.S. foreign
policy on such places as Syria,
Afghanistan and Russia, said Mi-
chael O’Hanlon of the Brookings
Institution.

“There was little new ground
broken on policies where im-
provement is needed,” he said.
“But it would be slightly unfair
to expect all of that out of a broad
strategy document.”

Republican lawmakers say
the onus is on Obama to sell the
American people on a new au-
thorization for the use of military
force, and on his foreign policy
plan more broadly.

But the overdue report to Con-

i

gress reveals a “conflict between
perception and reality,” said Sen.
Jim Inhofe, R-OKla., senior mem-
ber of the Senate Armed Services
Committee.

“The president puts an empha-
sis on climate change as a means
to address our national security,
which is nothing new and not a
strategy,” Inhofe said. “It’s his
same old arguments but in new
packaging. He knows that his
domestic agenda does nothing
to address global temperatures
or sea levels while it instead will
dramatically affect electricity re-
liability and affordability for all
Americans.”

NationalSecurity AdviserSusan
Rice pushed back Friday against
the suggestion that Obama’s ad-
ministration is aimless.

Without U.S. leadership in the
last few years, she said, Ebola
would be spreading, Russia would
have gone unpunished for ag-
gression in Ukraine, Iran would
be under no pressure to engage
in negotiations over its nuclear
program and there would be no
global coalition against Islamic
State.
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The Associated Press

MES AYNAK, Afghanistan — Treasures
from Afghanistan’s largely forgotten Buddhist
past are buried beneath sandy hills surround-
ing the ancient Silk Road town of Mes Aynak
— along with enough copper to make the land
glow green in the morning light.

An estimated 5.5 million tons of copper, one
of the biggest deposits in the world, could pro-
vide a major export for a war-ravaged country
desperately in need of jobs and cash. But the
hoped-for bonanza also could endanger rare
artifacts that survived the rule of the Taliban
and offer a window into Afghanistan’s rich pre-
Islamic history.

“The copper mine and its extraction are very
important. But more important is our national
culture,” said Abdul Qadir Timor, director of
archaeology at Afghanistan’s Culture Minis-
try. “Copper is a temporary source of income.
Afghanistan might benefit for five or six years
after mining begins, and then the resource
comes to an end.”

The government is determined to develop
Afghanistan’s estimated $3 trillion worth of
minerals and petroleum, an untapped source of
revenue that could transform the country. The
withdrawal of U.S.-led combat forces at the end
of 2014 and a parallel drop in foreign aid have
left the government strapped for cash. It hopes
to attract global firms to exploit oil, natural gas
and minerals, ranging from gold and silver to
the blue lapis lazuli for which the country has
been known since ancient times.

Beijing’s state-run China Metallurgical
Group struck a $3 billion deal in 2008 to de-
velop a mining town at Mes Aynak with power
generators, road and rail links, and smelting fa-
cilities. Workers built a residential compound,
but were pulled out two years ago because
of security concerns. Nazifullah Salarzai, a
spokesman for President Ashraf Ghani, said
the government is determined to finish that
project.

Archaeologists are scrambling to uncover a
trove of artifacts at the site dating back nearly
2,000 years that shed light on a Buddhist civi-
lization that stretched across India and China,
reaching all the way to Japan.

“The more we look, the more we find,” ar-
chaeologist Aziz Wafa said as he scanned hill-
tops pock-marked with bowl-shaped hollows
where copper powder once was melted down
and painted onto ceramics. Excavators have
found silver platters, gold jewelry and a human
skeleton as they have uncovered the contoursw
of a long-lost town that once hosted elaborate
homes, monasteries, workshops and smelters.

speaks about the history of

PHotos BY Raumar GuL/AP
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Buddha statue inside a cave in Mes Aynak, Afghanistan.

Top: Timor, left, views Afghanistan’s Mes Aynak valley.

Behind Wafa is a cave in which three Bud-
dhas are seated around a dome-shaped shrine
known as a stupa. Two are headless; one was
decapitated by looters who entered through
a tunnel. The other head was removed by ar-
chaeologists and was placed in storage along
with thousands of other items.

Movable objects, including sculptures, coins
and ceramics, are stored at the National Muse-
um in Kabul. Larger objects, including stupas
measuring 26 feet across and statues of robed
monks 23 feet tall remain at the sprawling site,
which is closed off and protected by a special
security force. The roads are lined with armed
guards and the archaeologists have no tele-
phone or Internet access.

Experts believe that proselytizing Bud-
dhistw monks from India settled here in the
2nd century A.D. Like today’s miners, they
were enticed by the copper, which they fash-
ioned into jewelry and other products to trade
on the Silk Road linking China to Europe.

The site was discovered in 1942 and first was
explored in 1963, but the excavations ground
to a halt for two decades during the Soviet in-
vasion, the civil war and the brutal rule of the
Taliban in the late 1990s. Osama bin Laden
ran a training camp at Mes Aynak in the years
leading up to the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks and the
subsequent U.S.-led invasion.

Until the giant Buddhas of Bamiyan were
dynamited by the Taliban in 2001, few knew
that Afghanistan was once a wealthy, power-
ful Buddhist empire. It still does not feature
on the local educational curriculum, which
ignores the country’s pre-Islamic past. But at
Mes Aynak, the eroded remains of enormous
feet testify to the colossal Buddhas that once
towered over the valley.

Low world copper prices and a slowing Chi-
nese economy have bought time for the archae-
ologists to uncover more artifacts, while the
government seeks to find a way to unearth the
copper without ruining relics.

The government has asked the U.N. cultural
agency to survey mining sites and to draw up
plans to protect and preserve cultural heritage,
said Masanori Nagaoka, UNESCO’s head of
cultural affairs in Afghanistan.

The request is rooted in hope for better days,
when tourists might replace the tense guards
scanning the valley.

The archaeological value of the site “will
outlast the life cycle of the Aynak mine,” an
anti-corruption group called Integrity Watch
Afghanistan said in a report. “The relics found
could be a perpetual tourist attraction and
would provide a new symbol of the historical
foundation of the region and people.”

1st time in 13

years: Afghan
conflict not on
NATO agenda

The Associated Press

BRUSSELS — The war in Af-
ghanistan is in NATO’s rearview
mirror.

For the first time in 13 years,
the conflict was not on the meeting
agenda as the alliance’s defense
ministers gathered in Brussels
Thursday.

Instead, NATO members fo-
cused on the latest military con-
flicts facing the alliance — the
threat of Islamic extremists
flowing out of North Africa and
the Russian-backed separatists
battling Ukraine’s government
forces along the country’s eastern
border.

One reason the Afghan War was
not included on the agenda, ac-
cording to U.S. officials, was that
the fledgling government in Kabul
has yet to appoint a new defense
minister. So there was no local
minister to provide allies with an
update.

Also missing from the NATO
session was the top U.S. military
commander in Afghanistan, Army
Gen. John Campbell. As generals
have rotated through the job, they
have been a constant presence at
these meetings. But his absence
in Brussels was still another re-
minder of how much things have
changed, and that the war has slid
down NATO’s priority pole.

The U.S. now has only slightly
more than 10,500 troops in Af-
ghanistan, down from more than
100,000 at the war’s peak. And
there are only few thousand troops
from a handful of other coalition
nations participating in Operation
Resolute Support, which is aimed
at advising and assisting the Af-
ghan forces.

U.S. Air Force Gen. Philip
Breedlove, the top NATO com-
mander, told reporters the U.S.
plan to reduce its forces in Af-
ghanistan to less than 10,000 is
very close to completion. He said
that allied troops, who were de-
layed in their arrival in Afghani-
stan, are now almost all in.

But while the U.S. and NATO
combat mission in Afghanistan is
largely over, the war there has not
stopped.

“We should not expect that we
would not have soldiers in harm’s
way and even soldiers that may be
injured or lost,” said Breedlove.
“We have a non-combat mission
in a combat zone and the war goes
on.”

Also, there are U.S. troops, in-
cluding special operations forces,
who continue to conduct counter-
terrorism operations there.

Looking ahead to the coming
summer fighting season, Breed-
love said the insurgents will “try
to prove that the Afghans are not
capable” as NATO forces leave.

He said U.S. commanders are
concerned that as the NATO
troops come out, there will be
areas where the insurgents will
have more freedom to move
around and conduct attacks, and
the Afghans will have to be ready
to counter that. So far, Breedlove
said, the msurgents have not been
able to gain and hold new ground.
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Iraq PM: Steps must precede move on Mosul

By JouN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

MUNICH, Germany — Iragi
Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi
on Saturday laid out a series of
steps that must be taken ahead of
launching an offensive to retake
Mosul, Iraqg’s second-largest city,
‘which was seized by Islamic State
fighters last summer with little
opposition.

During a question-and-answer
session at the annual Munich
Security Conference, al-Abadi
declined to state when such a
campaign might start, though
U.S. Central Command chief
Gen. Lloyd Austin told the Wall
Street Journal last month that an
offensive could start by spring or
early summer.

Al-Abadi said there are four key

conditions that must be met: Iragi
security forces must be ready,
and that requires delivery of
more heavy arms, munitions and
training; coordination between
Iraqi and Kurdish peshmerga
forces must be increased; support
must be gained from the people
of Mosul, a Sunni-dominant city
long suspicious of the Shiite-led
government in Baghdad; and
there must be air and reconnais-
sance support from the U.S.-led
coalition that has been bombing
Islamic State positions in Iraq
and Syria for months in support
of Iragi and Kurdish forces.
Al-Abadi said there were signs
of growing support in Mosul, that
“hearts and minds” were being
won over. He estimated that a few
thousand fighters in the city were

poised. “The people of Mosul
must be with us,” he said.

If all those conditions are met,
an offensive could be launched in
short order, al-Abadi said, though
he suggested it could be three to
four months.

Last year, Irag and the inter-
national community were taken
by surprise when Islamic State
fighters, who had gained strength
and territory in neighboring
Syria, stormed across the border
to take control of large swaths of
the country. When Islamic State
fighters arrived in Mosul, Iraqi
forces fled and city residents wel-
comed the militants.

Al-Abadi said his government
has taken strides to try to bring
about reconciliation between
Sunnis and Shiites. He pointed to

the recent addition of 4,000 Sunni
fighters in Anbar province who
have taken up the fight against
the Sunni Islamic State as a sign
of Iraq coming together.

“That is a huge departure
from what was the case before,”
he said. al-Abadi has been under
pressure to reconcile Iraq’s
Sunni, Shiite and Kurdish popu-
lations. His predecessor, Nouri
al-Maliki, was accused of favor-
ing Shiite allies and alienating
Iraq’s Sunni population, which
some analysts say contributed to
the Islamic State fighters’ swift
advance in Iraq, as many Sunni
areas welcomed them.

In the Journal interview, Aus-
tin said planning for an offensive
is under way.

“If we did things alone or with

some of the other allies on the
ground, it could move faster,” Aus-
tin told the paper. “But the Iragis
have to do this themselves.”

Austin told the Journal that he
has not yet determined whether
to recommend that U.S. ground
troops accompany local units
pushing into Mosul, but he said the
military would “do what it takes.”

While in Munich, al-Abadi said
he has received new pledges of
support, including what could be
interpreted as a promise from
Germany of arms, trainers, and
high-tech equipment to track
down foreign fighters.

“I would quite simply say we
must not lose this war,” al-Abadi
said. “It is threatening the whole
world at the moment.”

vandiverjohn@stripes.com

Hostage: Jordanian official
calls militants’ claim ‘illogical’

FROM FRONT PAGE

“The common thread of Kayla’s
life has been her quiet leadership
and strong desire to serve oth-
ers,” Muel-
ler’s family

launching
airstrikes
against the
extremist
group in re-
sponse to
a video re-
leased  this
week that shows captive Jordani-
an pilot Lt. Muath al-Kaseasbeh
being burned to death in a cage.

Al-Kaseasbeh, whose F-16
came down in December while
conducting airstrikes as part of
a campaign against the militants
by a U.S.-led coalition, was be-
lieved to have been Kkilled in early
January.

The Islamic State group said
in a statement that Mueller was
killed in the militants’ stronghold
of Raqqa in northern Syria dur-
ing midday prayers in airstrikes
that targeted “the same location
for more than an hour.”

It published photos purport-
edly of the bombed site, showing
a severely damaged three-story
building, but offered no proof or
images of Mueller.

The statement said no Islamic
State militants were killed in the
airstrikes, raising further ques-
tions about the veracity of the
claim.

Jordanian government spokes-
man Mohammed al-Momani said
it was investigating.

“But as a first reaction, we

Mueller

think it’s illogical and we are
highly skeptical about it. How
could they identify a Jordanian
warplane ... in the sky? What
was the American lady doing in a
weapons warehouse?” al-Momani
said.

“It’s part of their criminal pro-
paganda. They have lied that our
pilot is alive and tried to negoti-
ate, claiming he is alive while they
had killed him weeks before,” he
added.

American officials said they
also were looking into the report.

Bernadette Meehan, spokes-
woman for President Barack
Obama’s National Security Coun-
cil, said the White House has “not
at this time seen any evidence
that corroborates” the claim.

“We are obviously deeply con-
cerned by these reports,” she
added.

A US. official said coalition
aircraft did conduct bombing
near Raqqa on Friday, but he had
nothing to confirm the claim that
the American captive was killed
in the airstrike. He spoke on con-
dition of anonymity because he
wasn’t authorized to discuss the
issue with reporters.

Mueller had been working in
Turkey assisting Syrian refugees,
according to a 2013 article in The
Daily Courier, her hometown
newspaper. She told the paper
that she was drawn to help with
the situation in Syria.

“For as long as I live, I will not
let this suffering be normal,” she
said. “It’s important to stop and
realize what we have, why we
have it and how privileged we are.
And from that place, start caring
and get a lot done.”

Karim Kabim/AP

Baghdad municipal workers help clean the site of a suicide bombing that targeted a street filled
with hardware stores, killing more than 20 people and wounding at least 45, in the Iraqi capital’s

of New
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Bombs Kill at least 40 in Baghdad

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Ahead of Bagh-
dad ending a decade-old nightly
curfew, bombs exploded across
the Iraqi capital Saturday, killing
at least 40 people in a stark warn-
ing of the dangers still ahead in
this country torn by the Islamic
State group.

The deadliest bombing hap-
pened in the capital’s New Bagh-
dadneighborhood, where asuicide
bomber detonated his explosives
in a street filled with hardware
stores and a restaurant, killing 22
people, police said.

“The restaurant was full of
young people, children and
women when the suicide bomber

witness Mo-
“Many got

blew himself up,”
hamed Saeed said.
killed.”

The Islamic State group later
claimed the attack, saying their
bomber targeted Shiites, ac-
cording to the SITE Intelligence
Group, a U.S.-based terrorism
monitor. The militants now hold a
third of both Iraq and neighbor-
ing Syria in their self-declared
caliphate.

four people, police said.

In Tarmiya, a Sunni town 30
miles (50 kilometers) north of
Baghdad, a bomb blast killed at
least three soldiers in a passing
convoy, authorities said.

Hospital officials confirmed
the casualty figures. All officials
spoke on condition of anonymity
as they weren’t authorized to brief
Jjournalists. No group claimed the

A second attack

other attacks.
The i came as Iraq

central Baghdad’s popular Shnr]a
market, where two bombs some
25 meters (yards) apart exploded,
killing at least 11 people, police
said. Another bombing at the Abu
Cheer outdoor market in south-
western Baghdad killed at least

prepared to lift its nightly mid-
night-to-5 a.m. curfew on Sunday.
The curfew largely has been in
place since 2004, in response to
the growing sectarian violence
that engulfed Iraq after the U.S.-
led invasion a year earlier.
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Syria: Nusra Front gains
support with refugees

FROM FRONT PAGE

Even if the U.S.-led campaign of air-
strikes and training manages to help de-
grade the Islamic State, it could also lead
to the ouster of Assad and his replacement
with a leadership that includes members or
supporters of an al-Qaida-linked group.

“The FSA and the al-Nusra are the same
people,” said Anwar Nofal, a preacher in
one of the many makeshift mosques in this
sprawling refugee camp 70 miles northeast
of the Jordanian capital of Amman. “They
are our own sons and neighbors, we know
them well.”

During numerous interviews at this
camp, just five miles south of the border
with Syria, refugees spoke of the close
cooperation between U.S.-backed moder-
ates and the Nusra Front. Several refugees
said that individual fighters and even en-
tire units routinely switch back and forth
between the al-Qaida-affiliated group and
the moderate FSA.

Analysts say that much of Nusra’s appeal
stems from its humanitarian work and good
governance in areas under its control.

“Nusra Front adherents are observant
Muslims, but much less extreme than
the Islamic State,“ said Mohammad Abu-
Ruman, a Jordanian expert on militant
groups. “Many Jordanian volunteers, as
a result, have joined Nusra because their
less extreme ideology appeals to young
Jordanians.”

Both organizations share the same roots.
The Islamlc States leader, Abu Bakr al-
of the
orgamzatmn m the final two years of the
U.S. occupation of Iraq, helped found the
forerunner of the Nusra Front by sending
cadres to Syria when the revolt against
Assad began in 2011.

The Nusra Front’s leadership decided to
break with the Islamic State when al-Bag-
dadi insisted in 2013 that the “brothers in
jihad” merge under his leadership.

Although both organizations want to re-
place Assad’s regime with a Sunni Islamic
state, Nusra has focused on building up
local networks and gaining grass-roots
support among local populations. In con-
trast, the Islamic State has preferred to
rule the areas it has conquered through
fear and brutal coercion of the inhabitants,
analysts say.

Jordan, which borders Syria and Iraq,
is home to 1.5 million Syrian refugees and
about 450,000 Iragis. Almost all of the Syr-

ians at Zaatari are members of the Sunni
Muslim majority and are vehemently op-
posed to Assad’s secular government,
comprising mainly the Shiite Alawite sect.
Although Nusra fighters may be cooper-
ating with the more moderate anti-Assad
rebels in the south and elsewhere, there
have also been clashes between the two in
the north.

Last October, Nusra fighters routed U.S.-
backed militias in the northwestern prov-
ince of Idlib near the Turkish border, and
reportedly seized large quantities of U.S.
and other Western-supplied weapons and
ammunition.

Rivalry in the north, however, doesn’t
appear to have affected cooperation in the
south. The two groups
have worked together
to prevent the Islamic

4 . o
1 envision State from making

a free inroads into south,
: including the main
sy"a southern border town
under of Daraa, where the
Nusra’s Syrian revolt began.

- “The  people of
rule. It is Daraa will not allow
the best Daesh to come to our

= area,” said Hussein
OD(IOII al Jalam, a merchant
for the from Daraa, who re-
future.”? ferred to Islamic State
by its Arabic acronym.

M““;:“;::d “Nobody in this camp

N supports Daesh; it is a
Daraa refugee  despicable group.”

But Jalam, who, with

his wife and two small

children, lives in one of the ubiquitous

prefabricated metal containers that house

many of Zaatari’s inhabitants, also con-

demned the U.S.-led coalition airstrikes

against Islamic State militants in Iraq and

northern Syria, saying they were also hit-

ting Nusra positions and killing innocent
civilians.

In addition to hitting Islamic State forces,
U.S. airstrikes in Syria have targeted the
so-called Khorasan group, which Wash-
ington describes as an al-Qaida cell plan-
ning attacks against the West. But Syria’s
moderate rebels have criticized the strikes,
saying they actually hit Nusra troops fight-
ing alongside them against government
forces in the northern province of Aleppo.

The Khorasan group comprises a team
of seasoned al-Qaida veterans, including

SLosopaN Lekic/Stars and Stripes

The entrance to the Zaatari refugee camp in northern Jordan, which houses Syrians
displaoed by the civil war in that nation. Al-Qaida-affiliated rebels such as Nusra Front
refugees.

are gaining support among the

bomb-makers, planners, facilitators, and
money men, seeking to recruit foreign vol-
unteers fighting the Assad regime for op-
erations against the West, said Ed Blanche,
a Beirut-based analyst and member of
London’s International Institute for Stra-
tegic Studies. While the group operates
under Nusra’s auspices, it is not part of the
militia, he added.

“The Khorasan group is with Jabhat
Nusra, but not of it,” Blanche said.

But that distinction appeared lost on the
refugees at Zaatari, who unanimously con-
demned the U.S. bombing of the Khorasan

group.

“Al-Nusra is certainly much better than
Daesh,” said Lina Farwan, a high school
teacher of sociology who fled Daraa last
year with her husband and two small chil-
dren. “The U.S. bombing is not helping re-
duce Daesh’s influence in Syria, (but) God
willing Nusra will prevail.”

Jordanian analysts have warned that the
widespread support for Nusra in the refu-
gee camps may not be representative of
public opinion in Syria as a whole. Almost
all of those housed in the camps are Sun-
nis from the Daraa area, which has close
tribal ties with clans just across the border
in Jordan.

“The Nusra Front has managed to find a
base in Daraa because it is part of the so-
cial fabric there. Many of its followers are
from Daraa, not outsiders like in the case
of Daesh,” said Abu-Ruman, the Jordanian
analyst.

“Nusra was nurtured by the undeclared
support from Jordan and Saudi Arabia for
a while,” Abu-Ruman said. “Most of the
arms going to the Free Syrian Army ended
up with Nusra.”

While Nusra militants have been suc-
cessful against Islamic State forces in
the south, they have fared much worse in
other parts of Syria. Its forces were beaten
last year in fighting around the provincial
capital of Deir ez-Zour, where the Islamic
State is now in control.

Sitting under a plastic tent blown away
on the side by desert winds and snow ear-
lier this month, Daraa refugee Moham-
mad Radwan, 39, said he yearns to go back
home to a post-Assad Syria.

“I envision a free Syria under Nusra’s
rule,” he sighed. “It is the best option for
the future.”

Jamal Halaby in Amman contributed to this

eport.
lekic.slobodan@stripes.com

UAE sends F-16s to Jordan to fight Islamic State

By KariN Laus
The Associated Press

AMMAN, Jordan — The Unit-
ed Arab Emirates said Saturday
it ordered a squadron of F-16
fighters to Jordan, which an offi-
cial said would participate in air-
strikes on the Islamic State group
after the UAE earlier suspended
its involvement.

The UAE fighter jets will par-
ticipate in airstrikes on Islamic
State targets, said a Jordanian
official who spoke on condition
of anonymity because he was
not authorized to speak about the
issue to journalists.

The UAE car-

Emirati warplanes would play.
An Emirati official declined to
elaborate.

Both countries are members
of a U.S.-led military coalition
against the militants.

Late last year, the UAE sus-
pended itsairstrikes afteraJorda-
nian pilot crashed over northern
Syria and was captured by the
militants, U.S. officials have said.
The UAE, which hosts air bases
used by American and coalition
partners, has not commented on
suspending its strikes.

The militants recently released
a video showing them burning
the Jordanian pilot, Lt. Muath al-
K beh, to death while he was

ried by the state news agency
‘WAM, did not say what role the

trapped in a cage. The images an-
gered Jordan and the region.

Jordan has pledged harsh re-
taliation and said it would intensi-
fy strikes on Islamic State group
targets. Starting Thursday, Jor-
danian jets have carried out daily
attacks, according to the military
and state media.

Jordan’s interior minister, Hus-
sein al-Majali, told the state-run
al-Rai newspaper in comments
published Saturday that Jordan
will go after the militants “wher-
ever they are.”

The most recent airstrikes are
“the beginning of a continued
process to eliminate them and
wipe them out completely,” he
said of the militants who control
about a third of neighboring Syria
and Iraq.

The heightened confrontation

has raised concerns about pos-
sible Islamic State group attacks
in Jordan.

The minister said security ser-
vices have a tight grip and are
ready for “anyone who wants

to interfere in the security of
Jordan.”

He urged Jordans to report
suspicious behavior, particular in
neighborhoods with large num-
bers of non-Jordanians.
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Family seeks answers in veteran’s death

Former Marine killed her 3
children, and then herself

By BRAD SCHRADE
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

ATLANTA — One aunt gets tearful as
she ponders the devastating loss of Kisha
Holmes and her children. Another ex-
presses frustration at the VA’s response
both before and after the deaths of Hol-
mes, a veteran with mental health prob-
lems, and her kids. And another wonders
how the family will manage funerals for so
many at once.

In the week since the Holmes family’s
tragic end in a Georgia apartment, people
have struggled to understand why the 35-
year-old former Marine would kill her
three children and then herself. The au-
thorities — from investigators to officials
at the Department of Veterans Affairs —
have offered few clues.

Holmes’ three aunts, in town from New
York and North Carolina, have faced a
similar dearth of information as they’ve
struggled to understand how Holmes, who
moved to Atlanta more than four years ago
with dreams of becoming a state trooper,
drifted into depression and then tragedy.

“I just wish they could have caught this,”
said Gloria Williams, a paternal aunt from
the New York borough of Brooklyn. “They
(the VA) were aware of what she was going
through. I think it could have been pre-
vented. That’s the sad thing about all this.
Is that this could have been prevented. She
could have been here and those children
could have been here. That is what really
disturbs me deeply.”

The family questions if the VA and its
mental health officials did enough to help
Holmes, a combat veteran who had recent-
ly become pregnant and was struggling
with suicidal thoughts and post-traumatic
stress disorder.

Holmes, her two sons — Justin, 10, and
Kai, 4 — and her 9-month-old daughter,
Faith, were discovered Jan. 27 by an apart-
ment maintenance worker in Austell, west
of Atlanta. Holmes had just completed a
program for homeless veterans a year ago,
and had been trying to get back on her feet
through a housing voucher program for
veterans that helped pay for her apartment.
But she had missed a pair of mental health
appointments in December and the VA had
identified her as a high risk for suicide.

“If they knew something was wrong,
why didn’t they do something about it?”
said Joanne Lumpkin, a paternal aunt in

CourTEsy oF FamiLy/John Spink, Atlanta Journal-Constitution

The family of Kisha S. Holmes, center, is left with questions, but few answers, in the death of the Marine veteran, who killed her
children and took her own life in her Austell, Ga., apartment in January.

‘They (the VA) were aware of what she was going through. 1
think it could have been prevented. That’s the sad thing about
all this. Is that this could have been prevented.”

Gloria Williams
paternal aunt

tary, she moved to Norfolk, Va., and got
married.

The aunts recall the joy she felt when her
oldest son, Justin, was born and how im-
portant being a mother was to her identity.
She celebrated each of Justin’s develop-
mental milestones, they said.

Her marriage became troubled during

from North Carolina. “If she had missed
two appointments. Why didn’t they come
looking for her? They knew she had three
kids.”

A more immediate and pressing con-
cern for the family is how they will cover
the funeral arrangements for Holmes and
two of her children. Her oldest was buried
Monday at a service in Virginia handled by
his father. The other two children have dif-
ferent fathers.

As of Wednesday, the VA had not con-
tacted the family, the aunts said, so they
reached out to the agency themselves. The
family met in the afternoon with Atlanta
VA officials, but there was no resolution
to their request for help with the funerals.

The aunts thought the VA would cover the
costs but they are not so sure now, accord-
ing to Stella Holmes-Hughes, a maternal
aunt from Brooklyn.

The aunts played a crucial role in Holm-
es’ life growing up. Holmes’ parents were
never married and Holmes was put in fos-
ter care at age 6 after her mother, who has
mental health issues, was unable to care
for her. At different periods in her life, she
lived with her aunts.

She graduated from Catholic school in
Brooklyn and went into the Marines at age
18. She was a proud Marine and saw com-
bat before being discharged in 2003 after
about four or five years of service.

A year or two after leaving the mili-

the pr with Justin, they said, and
it eventually ended.

Holmes moved to Georgia more than
four years ago with hopes of becoming a
state trooper.

She was pregnant with her second child,
Kai, as she made the move. After Kai was
born, she started to drift from the family,
her aunts recall, and her phone calls be-
came less frequent. As the new year ar-
rived, they planned to reconnect with her;
one aunt hoped to persuade her to return
to New York.

“I made a vow; I said, ‘This year, I'm
going to find Kisha. I have to find Kisha,” ”
said Williams, who had made it one of her
New Year’s resolutions. “And this is what
came up. I didn’t think it was going to be
this.”

Contractor again tries to get Abu Ghraib lawsuit tossed

By MATTHEW BARAKAT
The Associated Press

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — A de-
fense contractor that supplied in-
terrogators to the notorious Abu
Ghraib prison in Iraq argued Fri-
day that it can’t be sued for abus-
es that occurred there because
its employees were working in
tandem with military personnel
whose judgment about conduct-
ing wartime operations shouldn’t
be questioned by a federal judge.

Four former inmates at Abu
Ghraib sued a subsidiary of Ar-
lington-based CACI Interna-
tional Inc. back in 2008, saying

CACI employees conspired to tor-
ture them to soften them up for
interrogations.

CACI has been seeking to have
the case dismissed ever since,
and the lawsuit has bounced
around among trial judges and
appellate courts on a variety of
legal issues.

Friday’s hearing centered on
the “political questions doctrine,”
which says judges should not pre-
side over intractable policy is-
sues that are questions of politics,
rather than questions of law.

CACI’s lawyer argued Friday
that the company can invoke that

defense on behalf of its civilian
contractors because they were
working under the direct super-
vision of the military.

Lawyer John O’Connor said
bringing the case to trial would
“require the courtto second guess
sensitive military judgments.”

Baher Azmy of the Center for
Constitutional Rights, represent-
ing the four Iraqi men, said the
evidence shows that CACI inter-
rogators filled a vacuum in mili-
tary leadership and took it upon
themselves to order military
police to torture detainees in ad-
vance of interrogations. He cited

depositions given by military
police who were court-martialed
in the Abu Ghraib scandal, stat-
ing that CACI interrogators gave
them specific instructions on how
to soften up detainees.

“We’re not questioning mili-
tary judgments. We're seeking to
enforce them,” Azmy said, saying
that the torture suffered by the
four detainees is in clear violation
of Army policy. The men allege
that they were beaten, shocked,
stripped naked and sexually as-
saulted, and suffered other forms
of torture.

U.S. District Judge Gerald

Bruce Lee, who heard Friday’s
arguments, said he will issue a
written ruling at a later date.

Lee had previously rejected
CACI’s efforts to get the case
tossed out under the political
question doctrine. But in 2013
he dismissed the case on other
grounds, saying there is no evi-
dence in the case that any of the
plaintiffs suffered injuries that
could be directly attributed to
any CACI personnel.

The 4th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in Richmond revived the
lawsuit last year, and directed
Lee to re-evaluate the political
question issue.
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Icicles line the exterior of KinderCare Learning Center on Thursday in Palatine, lll., where five infants
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Chicago-area measles cases put
spotlight on day care centers

By LinpsEy TANNER
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Measles infec-
tions in five babies at a subur-
ban Chicago day care center
reveal a potential weak link in
public-health efforts to contain
the disease, officials said Friday,
explaining that infants who are
too young to be vaccinated and
in close quarters are among the
most vulnerable to the virus.

“They’re sort of like the canary
in the mine,” said Dr. Tina Tan,
an infectious disease special-
ist at Chicago’s Lurie Children’s
Hospital.

State regulations in Illinois
and elsewhere generally require
vaccinations for older children
in day care centers, but measles
shots are not recommended for
children younger than 1. And
like most states, Illinois does not
require vaccinations for day care

center staffers.

“Unfortunately, there is no
requirement. But this is on our
radar,” said Melaney Arnold,
spokeswoman for the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health.

The cases are among more than
100 nationwide this year, most of
them linked with a Disneyland
outbreak. Ten other young chil-
dren at the suburban center were
exposed and are being monitored
for symptoms.

This year’s cases also include
an infant at a Santa Monica,
Calif., day care center that closed
temporarily last week. Fourteen
infants from that center have
been quarantined at home for
three weeks.

Dr. Julie Morita, acting com-
missioner of the Chicago Depart-
ment of Public Health, said this
year’s outbreaks highlight the
major reasons for immunizations
against a rare disease. The shots

are not just for self-protection.
They also provide what experts
call “herd immunity” — protec-
tion for those too young or too

6 from Bosnia
accused of giving
aid to terrorists

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Six Bosnian im-
migrants have been accused
of sending money and military
equipment to terrorist fighters
overseas, including the Islamic
State group and al-Qaida in Iraq.

An indictment unsealed Friday
in U.S. District Court in St. Louis
said the defendants donated
money themselves and in some
cases collected funds from others
in the U.S. and sent the donations
overseas. It says two of the defen-
dants used some of the money to
buy U.S. military uniforms, fire-
arms accessories, tactical gear
and other equipment, which was
shipped to people in Turkey and
Saudi Arabia who forwarded the
supplies to terrorists.

The supplies and money even-
tually made their way to fighters
in Syria, Iraq and elsewhere, ac-
cording to the indictment. Money
also was sent to support family
members of terrorist fighters, the
indictment says. All of the defen-
dants knew where the money and

lies were going, the indict-

sick to be d
infants in day care.

“We have always felt like this
was a vulnerable population ...
in a potentially risky setting be-
cause there are a lot of kids who
are together,” Morita said.

Measles can cause a cough, a
runny nose and a rash. Infants
are vulnerable to rare but dan-
gerous complications that include
pneumonia, deafness, permanent
brain damage and death.

Illinois authorities were seek-
ing the source of the day care
outbreak but said there was no
evidence it’s linked with the Dis-
neyland cases. Possible sources
include unvaccinated older chil-
dren or adults who recently trav-
eled overseas.

ment says.

The indictment alleges the con-
spiracy began no later than May
2013 and that the defendants used
email, phones and social media
websites including Facebook to
communicate using coded words,
such as “brothers,” “lions” and
“Bosnian brothers.”

All six people who are charged
are natives of Bosnia who were
living in the U.S. legally. Three
are naturalized citizens; the other
three had either refugee or legal
resident status, according to the
U.S. attorney’s office.

The indictment names Ramiz
Zijad Hodzic, 40, his wife, Sedina
Unkic Hodzic, 35, and Armin
Harcevic, 37, all of St. Louis
County; Nihad Rosic, 26 of Utica,

N.Y.; Mediha Medy Salkicevic,
34, of Schiller Park, IlL; and Jas-
minka Ramic, 42 of Rockford, I1l.

All face charges of conspiring
to provide material support and
resources to terrorists and with
providing material support to ter-
rorists. Rosic and Ramiz Hodzic
also are charged with conspiring
to kill and maim people in a for-
eign country.

The indictment says that last
July, Rosic tried to board a flight
from New York to Syria to join the
fight.

The U.S. attorney’s office said
five of the defendants have been
arrested; the sixth is overseas,
but the Justice Department de-
clined to say exactly where.

Online court records do not list
defense attorneys for any of the
defendants. According to court
records, the Hodzics had a first
appearance before a U.S. magis-
trate judge in St. Louis on Friday
and the court said it would ap-
point attorneys for them.

The property manager at the
complex where the Hodzics live
told the St. Louis Post-Dispatch
that the couple had been living
there for 12 years with their
three children. Larry Sorth, and
his wife, Joyce, said they were
surprised by the arrests and that
the couple were friendly.

“She was very sweet, to tell you
the truth,” Joyce Sorth said of Se-
dina Hodzic.

In a news release announcing
the charges, the U.S. attorney’s
office said the crimes of conspir-
ing to provide material support
and providing material support
carry penalties ranging up to 15
years in prison. Conspiring to
kill and maim people in a foreign
country carries a penalty of up to
life in prison.

Obama participates in long-requested meeting with Muslims

By MicHELLE BOORSTEIN
The Washington Post

President Barack Obama'’s schedule this
month epitomizes the complicated rela-
tionship he has with his most supportive
group of religious voters: Muslims.

On Thursday, the president took to the
podium before an annual D.C. gather-
ing of Christians — the National Prayer
Breakfast — and reminded the audience
that Christians shouldn’t “get on their
high horse” about the connection between
the Islamic State and Islam. He noted the
Crusades, the Inquisition and slavery — all
undertaken “in the name of Christ.” The
day before, Obama hosted an event that
Muslim-American leaders said was the
first occasion in six years that a Muslim-
only group has had a significant roundta-

ble with the president.

Yet in two weeks, the White House is
scheduled to host a key summit about vi-
olent extremism that is likely to focus on
Muslim militants, an ongoing framework
that angers many Muslim-American lead-
ers and is a thorn in their relationship with
the president.

“A grave concern for many is that the
government views us through a security
lens and not through the broad role we play
in American life and society,” said Farhana
Khera, executive director of the civil rights
group Muslim Advocates. “We thought
it was crucial to have a sit-down meeting
with the president about our hopes and
dreams before they are potentially bring-
ing in Muslims [at the Feb. 18 summit] to
talk about extremism and violence.”

The hourlong meeting Wednesday after-

noon included about a dozen leaders from
across the spectrum, including Khera,
prominent African-Americanscholar Sher-
man Jackson, comedian Dean Obeidallah
(who joked in a piece called “Muslims In-
filtrate the White House! Me Included!”
that he had pondered how to steal official
plates and glasses) and Maya Berry of the
Arab American Institute.

Several participants said the meet-
ing stood out for its main topics — health
care, racial profiling and employment
— rather than extremism, which they said
isn’t something the typical Muslim, even
Muslim leaders, can do much about. Many
Muslim-Americans consider the link many
make between their faith and extremism
to be deeply prejudicial and want the presi-
dent to speak more often about Muslims in
other contexts.

“When you look at the number of terror-
ist incidents [in the United States] in the
last 13 or 14 years, the vast majority have
been perpetrated not by Muslims but by
eco-terrorists and right-wing types. Our
concern is with government programs
seeking to address extremism that focus
on American Muslims and that kind of
skew the public’s mind and also skew how
government resources are spent when
there is a great diversity of threat facing
our country,” said Khera.

“The Paris attacks and Boston Mara-
thon attacks underscore that we need law
enforcement focusing where they have
legitimate leads and known suspects,”
Khera said. “Like every other community,
we care about the safety of our communi-
ties, and if we learn about a criminal act,
we should report it to law enforcement.”
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NBC launches probe of anchor’s Iraq claims

By Davip BAUDER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — NBC News has
assigned the head of its investiga-
tive unit to look into statements
anchor Brian Williams made
about his reporting in Iraq a
dozen years ago, an episode that’s
ballooned into a full-blown cred-
ibility crisis for the network.

NBC News President Deborah
Turness announced the probe in
an internal memo on Friday. Wil-
liams has apologized for falsely
saying on the air that he was in a
helicopter hitby arocket-propelled
grenade in Iraq in 2003, and Tur-
ness said Friday he expressed his
regrets to his colleagues for the
impact the episode has had.

“As you would expect, we have

a team dedicated to gathering the
facts to help us make sense of all
that has transpired,” Turness
wrote. “We’re working on what
the best next steps are.”

Richard Esposito, who has
worked at the Daily News, News-
day and ABC and is now at NBC,
is leading the investigation.

An NBC investigative reporter
called Stars and Stripes reporter

Travis Tritten on Friday. Tritten
was first to report that there were
questions about Williams’ ac-
count of what happened in 2003.

Williams, who has been widely
chastised, anchored “Nightly
News” from New York on Friday,
making no mention of the criti-
cisms of his work.

Questions also were raised
about statements Williams made

on coverage of Hurricane Ka-
trina, which was one of his proud-
est moments at NBC. In a 2006
interview, Williams twice refer-
enced seeing a body float down
a street in the French Quarter in
New Orleans.

The remarks drew suspicion
because during Katrina, there
was relatively little flooding in
New Orleans’ French Quarter.

Insurer says hackers tried to

breach system in December

By BrRaNDON BAILEY
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — The hackers who
stole millions of health insurance records
from Anthem Inc. commandeered the cre-
dentials of five different employees while
seeking to penetrate the company’s com-
puter network — and they may have been
inside the system since December.

Anthem said this week that hackers stole
names, Social Security numbers and other
sensitive information for up to 80 million
Anthem customers, in a breach that was
first detected on Jan. 27. That’s when an
Anthem system inistrator
discovered outsiders were using his own
security credentials to log into the com-
pany system and to steal data.

Investigators now believe the hackers
somehow compromised the credentials
of five different tech workers, possibly
through some kind of “phishing” scheme
that could have tricked a worker into un-
knowingly revealing a password or down-
loading malicious software.

The company also confirmed Friday
that it found that unauthorized data que-
ries with similar hallmarks started as
early as Dec. 10 and continued sporadi-
cally until Jan. 27. Attempts may also have
been made earlier in 2014, said Kristin
Binns, a sp for it i
based Anthem, the nation’s second-largest

health insurer.

Those earlier attempts, including the one
on Dec. 10, were deflected by the company’s
network security defenses, Binns said. Like
most companies, Anthem routinely deflects
a variety of attempts to make unauthorized
access to its systems, she added.

The hackers succeeded in penetrating the
system and stealing customer data some-
time after Dec. 10 and before Jan. 27, Binns
said. She declined to be more specific, say-
ing the matter is still under investigation.
Binns was confirming details of an Anthem
corporate email that was first made public
by an industry blog, CSO Online.

Experts say it’s not unusual for sophis-
ticated hacking groups to make repeated
attempts to penetrate a computer system
before they succeed.

“They may try to compromise them
every single day, until the company makes
a mistake or one individual makes a mis-
take,” said Jaime Blasco, lab director at
AlienVault, a Silicon Valley cybersecurity
firm that has investigated other hacking
attempts but is not involved in the Anthem
case.

Anthem’s security consultants have said
the breach resulted from a “sophisticated”
attack by hackers using techniques usually
associated with organized financial crime
rings or groups working for the govern-
ment of some country. Blasco said that ap-
pears likely.

Obama: Scaling back college
savings benefits wasn’t worth it

By NEDRA PICKLER
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — President Barack
Obama said Friday that he dropped a wide-
ly criticized plan to scale back tax benefits
for college savings accounts because the
savings weren’t worth it.

Obama, who revealed that he uses the
529 savings accounts for his own daugh-
ters, said he looked at reducing the tax sav-
ings because the accounts tend to be used
by “folks who were a little more on the high
end.” He said other taxpayers struggled to
save enough to participate.

About 12 million families take advantage
of college savings plans, in which money
can eventually be withdrawn with no
tax on earnings to pay for postsecondary
education costs. About half the accounts
were held by families making more than
$150,000, according to a 2012 report by the
Government Accountability Office.

The administration initially estimated
that scaling back the tax breaks would

bring in about $1 billion over 10 years.
Obama had planned to use the savings to
help fund his proposal to make two years of
community college free for all. “Our think-
ing was you could save money by eliminat-
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Parents M: Ford, left, and Allen Denton hold Avery Denton, who weighed

ing the 529 and shifting it into some other
loan programs that would be more broadly
based,” Obama told a crowd of nearly 400
at a town hall meeting at Ivy Tech Com-
munity College.

But he quickly backed off after lawmak-
ers from both parties objected.

“It wasn’t worth it for us to eliminate
it,” Obama said. “The savings weren’t that
great. So we actually, based on response,
changed our mind and are going to be pay-
ing for the two years of free community
college with other sources.”

Obama’s remarks were his first on the
matter since the White House announced
the shift last week, saying the issue had be-
come a distraction. The president’s com-
ments came in response to a question from
awoman who said she uses the accounts to
help her grandchildren.

14.1 pounds at birth, at St. Joseph’s Women’s Hospital in Tampa on Jan. 29.

Fla. mom delivers 14-pound
baby after surprise pregnancy

The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — A Florida woman who
delivered a 14.1-pound baby says she didn’t
know she was pregnant until her third
trimester.

Officials at St. Joseph’s Women’s Hospital
in Tampa say Maxxzandra Ford delivered
her son, Avery, on Jan. 29. The say the in-
fant is the heaviest born at the hospital, and
one of the largest-ever born in the state.

Ford tells television stations WFLA and

WEFTS that after rapidly gaining weight
last fall, doctors confirmed she was 35
weeks into her pregnancy. Ford said she
initially thought she was having twins.

After 18 hours of labor, Ford naturally
delivered Avery, who remains in neonatal
intensive care but is expected to go home
soon.

Ford, who also has a 1-year-old son and
S-year-old daughter, says she “just melted”
when she finally held Avery.
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As much as 7 inches of rain have fallen over 24 hours on the east side of the Olympics where the
Duckabush River is flooding the town of Brinnon, Wash., the National Weather Service said.

Calif. storm disrupts travel

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — A windy
storm sweeping down the West
Coast knocked down trees, ripped
through freeway and street signs,
delayed hundreds of flights and
knocked out power for thou-
sands of people in California and
Nevada.

Up to 10 inches of rain was ex-
pected over the weekend in parts
of the drought-stricken region,
but the rainfall won’t make a sig-
nificant dent in California’s his-
toric drought.

Still, the storm is a welcome
change after six dry weeks in
the Bay Area. For the first time
in recorded history, there was no
measurable rainfall in downtown
San Francisco in January, when
winter rains usually come.

It would take 150 percent of the
average rainfall for California
to recover from the dry period,
state water resource officials say.
But snow is more important than
rain because snowpack supplies
about a third of the water need-
ed by residents, agriculture and

industry.

About 26 miles west of Seattle,
an overflowing river inundated
at least a half dozen homes on
the Olympic Peninsula. Rescuers
went door to door in Brinnon to
check homes on a road partially
blocked by a mudslide, Jefferson
County Emergency Management
spokeswoman Keppie Keplinger
said.

Three people were rescued
from a flooded pickup truck Fri-
day morning, but none was in-
jured, she said.

In the Sierra Nevada spanning
California and Nevada, strong
winds blinded drivers, causing
multiple car crashes. The wind
snapped massive trees, closed ski
resorts around Lake Tahoe and
knocked out power to thousands.
A 134 mph gust recorded early
Friday near the Mount Rose Ski
Resort southeast of Reno led the
facility and two others to close.

In the San Francisco Bay Area,
power lines were snapped by fall-
ing trees and the wind ripped
through freeway and street signs.
More than 60,000 people lost

power.

San Francisco International
Airport saw delays of up to 90
minutes and about 175 flights
canceled Friday.

The storm is expected to drop
rain through Sunday, and the Na-
tional Weather Service issued a
heavy-rain, high wind-gust and
flash-flood warning for the re-
gion through Monday.

Rain has been nearly nonex-
istent across much of California
and Nevada since Dec. 20, halting
hopes for the drought to improve.
California’s second snow survey
this winter found the Sierra Ne-
vada snowpack is far below nor-
mal after a dry, unusually warm
January. A greater snowpack
translates to more water for Cali-
fornia reservoirs to meet demand
in summer and fall.

Water ~ resources  manag-
ers said heavy rain and cooler
temperatures in the next three
months would be required for the
snowpack to build and give Cali-
fornians hope for beginning to re-
cover from the drought this year.

Report: Fewer
drivers drinking,
more using drugs

By Joan Lowy
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The number
of drivers on the road with alcohol
in their systems has declined by
nearly one-third since 2007, but
there has been a large increase
in drivers using marijuana and
other illegal drugs, a government
report released Friday found.

The report by the National
Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration said the share of drivers
who test positive for alcohol has
declined by more than three-
quarters since the agency first
began conducting roadside sur-
veys in 1973.

But the latest survey, conducted
in 2013 and 2014, also found that
22 percent of drivers tested posi-
tive for at least one drug that could
affect safety. That includes illegal
drugs as well as prescription and
over-the-counter medications.

The anonymous surveys have
been conducted five times over
the last 40 years. They gather
data in dozens of locations across
the country from drivers who
agree to participate.

Mark Rosekind, head of the
safety administration, credited
anti-drunk driving efforts for the
decline in drivers who test posi-
tive for alcohol, but said “there
is no victory as long as a single
American dies in an alcohol-re-
lated crash.”

About 8 percent of drivers dur-
ing weekend nighttime hours
were found to have some alcohol
in their system, and 1.5 percent
were found with .08 percent or
higher breath alcohol content
— the legal limit in every state.
Drivers with any alcohol in their
systems and drivers testing
greater than .08 were both down
by about 30 percent from the pre-
vious survey in 2007. Both groups

are also down by more than three-
quarters since the first survey in
1973.

At the same time, more than 15
percent of drivers tested positive
for at least one illegal drug, up
from 12 percent in 2007. The num-
ber of drivers with marijuana in
their systems grew by nearly S0
percent over the same period of
time, 8.6 percent in 2007 to 12.6
percent in 2014.

“The rising prevalence of
marijuana and other drugs is a
challenge to everyone who is ded-
icated to saving lives and reduc-
ing crashes,” Rosekind warned.

A second survey, the largest of
its kind, assessed the compara-
tive risk of drunk and drugged
driving. The study was conducted
in Virginia Beach, Va., over a 20-
month period and involved the
collection of data from more than
3,000 drivers involved in a crash,
and more than 6,000 crash-free
drivers for comparison.

That survey found that mari-
juana users are more likely to
be involved in accidents, but that
the increased risk may be due in
part because marijuana users are
more likely to be part of demo-
graphic groups at higher risk of
crashes generally. In particular,
marijuana users are more likely
to be young men — a group al-
ready at high risk.

Unlike with alcohol, drivers
high on pot tend to be aware that
they are impaired and try to com-
pensate by driving slowly, avoid-
ing risky actions such as passing
other cars, and allowing extra
room between vehicles. On the
other hand, combining marijuana
with alcohol appears to eliminate
the pot smoker’s exaggerated
caution and to increase driving
impairment beyond the effects of
either substance alone.

Investigators ask whether third rail made train crash deadlier

By Jim FITZGERALD
AND JENNIFER PELTZ
The Associated Press

VALHALLA, NY. — It was
a hellish scenario investigators
had never seen before: 400 feet
of electrified third rail snapped
into 12 pieces and speared a com-
muter train during a fiery colli-
sion with an SUV. Now officials
want to know whether the rail’s
unusual design explains why the
crash was so deadly.

The 39-foot lengths of rail sliced
through the first car of the train
“like daggers going into the heart
of that chamber,” Sen. Richard
Blumenthal, D-Conn., said Friday
after getting a chilling look at the

blackened, mangled wreckage.

The SUV driver and five train
passengers were Killed Tuesday
evening in the rush-hour colli-
sion in Valhalla, about 20 miles
north of New York City. The
SUV had stopped on the tracks,
between the lowered crossing
gates, for reasons still unclear to
investigators.

Metro-North, which operates
in New York and Connecticut,
is believed to be the only U.S.
commuter railroad that uses
the “under-running” or “under-
riding” configuration: A metal
“shoe” slips underneath the third
rail rather than skimming along
the top. Some have questioned
whether the collision caused the

shoe to pry up the third rail.

“This has never happened be-
fore, and this is a rare configu-
ration of a third rail,” said Sen.
Charles Schumer, D-N.Y. “Do
those two add up to the explana-
tion for this terrible, terrible trag-
edy? Very possibly.”

National Transportation Safety
Boardvicechairman RobertSum-
walt said Friday the agency aims
to answer that question among
many others from the crash, a
rare and unusually fiery instance
of passenger deaths among the
thousands of train-auto collisions
each year.

“We will figure out the crash
dynamics as far as how that could
occur,” Sumwalt said.

He said the agency also is ex-
ploring when power was cut to
the third rail, which is designed
to be de-energized if it breaks.

As for whether anyone was
killed or maimed by the 12 spears,
NTSB spokesman Eric Weiss said
that is not known and investiga-
tors will have to create a diagram
of where people were and collect
information on their injuries.

Steve Ditmeyer, a former
Federal Railroad Administra-
tion official who teaches railway
management at Michigan State
University, said it is impossible
to say whether the design was a
factor in the fire without testing
how the “over-running” system
would have reacted in the same

situation.

To transportation lawyer An-
drew Maloney, the third rail “is
probably the most important
issue in the accident.” The design
could have caused the shoe to
act like a crowbar, said Maloney,
who represents victims of a 2013
Metro-North derailment.

The third rail is a common fea-
ture of subway systems. Among
the nation’s 28 commuter rail-
roads, only Metro-North and the
Long Island Rail Road use third
rail systems, according to the
American Public Transportation
Association. Others use overhead
wires or other forms of power.
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Mo. family
arrested for
boy’s mock
kidnapping

Plot was supposed to teach
6-year-old fear of strangers

By JoEL CURRIER
St. Louis (Mo.) Post-Dispatch

LINCOLN COUNTY, Mo. — Police
said a 6-year-old boy was terrorized last
week in a mock kidnapping designed by
his mother, grandmother and aunt to teach
him to distrust strangers.

Police said Nathan Firoved, 23, lured the
boy into his pickup truck after the child got
off his school bus earlier last week. Firoved
also used his cellphone to videotape the
boy getting into his pickup truck, and sent
the clip to one of the three women charged
in the fake kidnapping.

The boy’s mother Elizabeth Hupp, 25,
grandmother Rose Brewer, 58, and aunt
Denise Kroutil, 38, planned the ruse with
Firoved to teach the child about “stranger
danger” because they thought he was “too
nice” to people, police say.

“It shocks the conscience of the commu-
nity, of the nation,” Lt. Andy Binder of the
Lincoln County Sheriff’s Department said
Friday. “This was not a teaching moment.
Not now. Not ever.”

After telling the boy he would never “see
his mommy again” and that he would be
“nailed to the wall of a shed,” Firoved then
showed the child a handgun and told him
he would hurt him if he didn’t stop crying.

Firoved bound the boy’s hands and feet
with plastic bags, covered his face with an
adult-sized jacket so he couldn’t see, and
drove him to the boy’s home and left him
blindfolded in the basement, authorities
said. The boy’s aunt, Kroutil, removed his
pants and told him he could be sold into
“sex slavery.”

Brewer, Kroutil and Hupp cooperated
with detectives. Firoved refused and asked
for a lawyer, court records say. Hupp told
investigators she was at work while her son
was being kidnapped, and that she asked
Firoved to stop sending her videos of the
plot because they were “alarming and
caused significant duress to view them”
but did nothing the stop the stunt.

“That’s not a way to teach no one a les-
son,” said a neighbor Alan Williams, 58,
who has lived across the street from the
boy’s home since December. “He’s always
gonna think about that his whole life.”

According to court documents, Kroutil
told detectives she, Brewer, Hupp and
Firoved realized their plan “would be per-
ceived as an actual kidnapping if law en-
forcement/local authorities became privy”
and would support Firoved in explaining
its intent.

Brewer and Kroutil were charged Thurs-
day with felony kidnapping, felonious re-
straint and abuse or neglect of a child.
Hupp was charged with felony kidnapping
and abuse or neglect of a child.

Lincoln County Prosecutor Leah Askey
said the case was one of the strangest she’s
seen.

“What it really comes down to, as a
mother, you do everything you can to pro-
tect your children,” Askey said. “I'm just
amazed by any parent who thinks this
would be a solid plan for a 6-year-old.”

AnNDREA PETERSEN/AP

A giant pacific octopus is shown swimming in the Puget Sound near Edmonds, Wash., in this video image from the Seattle Aquarium.

Divers conduct underwater octopus census

The Associated Press

PUGET SOUND, Wash. — To check on
the health of the giant Pacific octopus pop-
ulation in Puget Sound off the Northwest
coast, an unusual census takes place every
year. Volunteer divers, enlisted by the Se-
attle Aquarium, take to Washington’s in-
land waters to look for their eight-tentacle
neighbors.

THE BIGGEST IN THE WORLD: Weigh-
ing as much as 150 pounds with tentacles
that can span as long as 20 feet, the giant
Pacific octopus lives up to its name. It’s the
biggest octopus in the world, and it calls
the waters off Seattle home, part of its vast
range over the Pacific Ocean.

“The Puget Sound offers good habitat,
water temperature and an abundant food
source for them,” said Kathryn Kegel, a
Seattle Aquarium biologist.

Known as one of the smartest creatures
in the sea, the giant Pacific octopus leads a
relatively short life, between three and fwe

staffers Tim C:

years. They are termmal maters,
once they mate, they die soon after.

“They are big hunters of crab, clams,
scallops, things like that,” Kegel said.

Because the giant Pacific octopus is not
on federal endangered- or threatened-spe-
cies lists, there are no current studies on
the Puget Sound population. In fact, it’s
unknown how many live in the area, Kegel
said.

That’s where the Seattle Aquarium and
its troops of volunteer divers step in.

AN INFORMAL BUT INFORMATIVE
CENSUS: From the waters off Seattle to

ManueL VaLpes/AP

and Kathryn Kegel and volunteer diver Kevin

Seattle il
Tower check their gear before entering the waters of the Puget Sound near Seattle.

the maritime border with Canada, 27 div-
ers looked for the giant Pacific octopus, or
G.P.O. asit’s called, at 11 sites around Puget
Sound last month. The aquarium asked the
divers to count how many they

back up,” Kegel said. “That could be having
to do with population and mating. As they
all peak and mate, they slowly dle off, then
they start to grow back up again.”

The nature of the census means

saw, note the depth of their finding and the
type of hiding spot.

This year, the census counted 28 octopus-
es, while divers found 17 last year.

“We’ve been watching the numbers go
up, then kind of go down, then kind of go

the count is not rigidly scientific, she said.
Two years ago, after a diver killed an octo-
pus, state wildlife officials changed the rules
to carve out protected habitat for octopuses.
They used the data from the census as well
as information from the dive community.

MeTro FIRE SACRAMENTO/AP

A horse, named Phantom, is shown stuck in an outdoor bathtub on Feb. 4 in this video
image from Metro Fire Sacramento. Phantom was stuck for about 25 minutes.

Horse rescued from bathtub

ORANGEVALE, Calif. — Sacramento
county firefighters rescued a horse that had
gotten stuck in a bathtub.

Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District
spokeswoman Capt. Michelle Eidam said
the horse was dancing around in her stall,
protecting her food trough when she sud-
denly fell in Wednesday. Her food trough is
abathtub.

The horse, named Phantom, was com-
pletely stuck in the bathtub for about 25
minutes with her feet up in the air. Her
owner saw the horse fall and called the fire
department.

A rescue crew responded to the scene
and between the firefighters and the family,
they were able to prop the bathtub on its side
and pull Phantom forward onto her feet.

From The Associated Press
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Taiz, Yemen, on Friday. The rebels, known as Houthis, announced that they have

Anees Manvous/AP

‘Yemeni people hold a rally to protest against Shiite rebels’ announcement of taking over the country in

taken over the country

and dissolved parliament. Arabic writing on the banners that reads, “We reject the coup.”

Yemen rebels take control

Houthis dissolve parliament; US resumes drone strikes

By ZAID AL-ALAYAA
AND PauL RICHTER
Los Angeles Times

SANAA, Yemen — Amid deep-
ening political turmoil here, the
United States has resumed drone
strikes against al-Qaida’s most
feared franchise without seeking
approval from the Shiite Muslim
rebels who have tightened their
control of a government once con-
sidered a close American ally.

The insurgents, known as
Houthis, dissolved Yemen’s par-
liament Friday and announced
plans to set up interim bodies to
run the government, a move that
opponents said amounted to a
coup. The capital was calm but
tense Friday night as armed men
loyal to the movement quickly
filled the streets.

Saturday, Yemeni security of-
ficials said a device exploded in
a street leading to the capital’s
presidential palace, wounding
three people, according to The
Associated Press. The officials
spoke on condition of anonym-
ity because they weren’t autho-
rized to release the information
otherwise.

The AP also reported thou-
sands of people took to the streets
of several Yemeni cities on Satur-
day to protest the takeover of the
government.

In the capital, Sanaa, rebel
gunmen fired in the air to dis-
perse the protesters — beating
them back with sticks and clubs.
Protest marches were also held
in the cities of Hodeida, Taiz and
Ibb.

Yemen has been roiled by
uncertainty since the Houthis

seized the presidential palace and
put U.S.-backed President Abdu
Rabu Mansour Hadi under house
arrest on Jan. 22, leading him
and his Cabinet to tender their
resignations.

Over the last two years, Hadi
had strongly supported U.S. mili-
tary and CIA drone strikes and
special operations raids against
al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsu-
la, known as AQAP. The Yemen-
based group has repeatedly
sought to bomb U.S. airliners and
last month claimed responsibil-
ity for the massacre of 12 people
at the satirical magazine Charlie
Hebdo in Paris.

The Houthis surged out of their
northern stronghold in Septem-
ber and claimed large tracts of
Yemen, including much of Sanaa.
The U.S. was forced to halt drone
strikes in November as a three-
way power struggle raged be-
tween Hadi’s security forces, the
Houthis and AQAP.

Although Houthi fighters have
battled the al-Qaida branch,
which is Sunni Muslim, the Shiite
Muslim insurgent group is deeply
suspicious of American aims in
Yemen and is publicly opposed
to the drone strikes. U.S. officials
believe the Houthis have received
financial and military support
from Iran.

American officials in Yemen
have been in indirect communi-
cation with the Houthis, but have
not begun a working relationship,
according to U.S. officials famil-
iar with the diplomacy who re-
quested anonymity because they
were not authorized to discuss
the matter. Instead, the Obama

administration pressed ahead on
its own and launched three drone
strikes against AQAP targets in
the last two weeks.

The attacks “are a pretty clear
signal that the U.S. is not going to
step away from what it considers
to be very much in its national
security interest,” said Stephen
Seche, who was U.S. ambassador
to Yemen from 2007 to 2010. “The
message is, ‘You can rest assured
we're going to be very diligent
about doing what we feel we have
todo.””

In the most significant raid, a
drone-launched missile on Jan. 31
killed Harith bin Ghazi Nathari,
a spiritual leader of AQAP and a
member of its top command. The
militant group announced his
death online.

The political crisis deepened
with the Houthis’ latest move to
seize power.

In a statement read Friday on a
Houthi-affiliated TV channel, the
rebels said they were fulfilling
“the will of the people” in nullify-
ing the parliament.

The group said a new interim
assembly would be formed, with
various factions represented, and
that the assembly would in turn
pick a five-member council to run
Yemen’s day-to-day affairs.

Swift objections were sounded
by opponents, who include Sul-
tan Aradah, governor of Marib,
a province east of Sanaa where
major electrical installations
are located. Aradah said that his
province’s tribal leaders were
holding urgent consultations, but
that they considered the Houthis”
actions a coup d’etat.

Merkel draws fire
for standing against
arming of Ukraine

By JouN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

MUNICH, Germany — Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel
on Saturday remained stead-
fast in her opposition to arming
Ukraine, sparking a lively debate
at the annual Munich Security
Conference with political lead-
ers from other western countries
who favor such a move.

Fresh from a round of talks in
Kiev and Moscow together with
French President Francois Hol-
lande in hopes of achieving a
diplomatic solution to the crisis,
Merkel argued adamantly against
arming the Ukrainian military.

“I cannot envisage any situa-
tion in which the improved equip-
ment of the Ukrainian army will
convince Putin he will lose mili-
tarily,” Merkel said, referring
to Russian President Vladimir
Putin, with whom she and Hol-
lande met on Friday. “And that is
the reality of the day. You have to
look reality in the eye.”

That stance drew sharp criti-
cism from other heads of state
and political leaders attending
the three-day conference, which
provides a forum for discussion of
a wide range of security issues.

With heavy fighting continu-
ing, even after all sides agreed to
a ceasefire in September, and re-
cent territorial gains by the sepa-
ratists, some Western officials
say economic sanctions that have
weakened Russia’s economy but
failed to change Moscow’s stance
on Ukraine are insufficient.

During a question and answer
session following Merkel’s speech,
Sen. Bob Corker, a Republican
from Tennessee, told the German
chancellor it was her country’s
resistance to sending in arms that
has so far given the White House
pause. President Barack Obama

has yet to decide on the matter
and reportedly shares some of
Merkel’s concerns.

“I think most in the U.S. Con-
gress would like to see all of us
participate in defensively arming
Ukraine,” Corker said.

Estonian President Toomas
Hendrik Ilves also questioned
Merkel’s position, saying Ukrai-
nian troops, armed with weapons
from the 1970s and ‘80s, have no
chance against separatists who
have advanced Russian systems,
according to NATO officials.

“The question is, would it be all
that different if the weapons of
the Ukrainian army were some-
what different,” Merkel said. “T
have my doubts.”

From the audience of decision-
makers and security experts, the
chancellor received a healthy
round of applause, but Ukrainian
President Petro Poroshenko, who
accuses Russia of not only sup-
plying arms to the separatists but
also sending in troops, sat in sol-
emn silence. In written answers
to questions from the German
newspaper Die Welt published
Thursday, Poroshenko appealed
for more NATO support, includ-
ing “delivery of modern weapons
for protection and defense against
the aggressor.”

“Ukraine wants peace. But
peace has to be defended, and for
that we need a strong army with
new, modern weapons,” Die Welt
quoted Poroshenko as saying.

Russian officials have repeat-
edly denied they are providing
troops and material to the sepa-
ratists in eastern Ukraine, where
fighting has raged since Moscow
annexed Ukraine’s Crimea pen-
insula in March.

Vandiverjohn@stripes.com

109 Boko Haram fighters
killed in Niger attacks

The Associated Press

NIAMEY, Niger — A total of
109 Boko Haram fighters were
killed by soldiers responding to
attacks on two towns in Niger
near the border with Nigeria on
Friday, Niger’s defense minister
said.

In a statement read on state
television late Friday, Mahama-
dou Karijo said four soldiers were
killed and 17 wounded in fighting
in the towns of Bosso and Diffa.
He said two soldiers were miss-
ing and a civilian was also killed.

“Calm has returned to the two
localities and the situation is
under control,” Karijo said.

Chadian troops supported Ni-
ger’s soldiers in Bosso, and Boko
Haram suffered “heavy casual-
ties” in Diffa, he said. It was not

possible to verify the figures he
provided.

Boko Haram has openly threat-
ened to attack other countries
taking part in the military effort
against their insurgency, which
is blamed for 10,000 deaths over
the past year. Niger has joined
Cameroon, Chad and Benin in
pledging to send troops to fight
the extremists, who have waged
a five-year rebellion against the
Nigerian government.

Niger is already home to tens of
thousands of refugees who have
fled the terror group’s attacks in
Nigeria.

In Cameroon, regional lead-
ers were expected to conclude a
meeting on Saturday to finalize
plans for a coordinated military
response.
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OPINION

Critics seize on Obama religion remarks

By JULIET EILPERIN

WASHINGTON
resident Barack Obama has never
been one to go easy on America.

As anew president, he dismissed

the idea of American exceptional-

ism, noting that Greeks think their coun-

try is special, too. He labeled the Bush-era

interrogation practices, euphemistically

called “harsh” for years, as torture. Amer-

ica, he has suggested, has much to answer

given its history in Latin America and the
Middle East.

His latest challenge came Thursday at
the National Prayer Breakfast. At a time
of global anxiety over Islamist terrorism,
Obama noted pointedly that his fellow
Christians, who make up a vast majority of
Americans, should perhaps not be the ones
who cast the first stone.

“Humanity has been grappling with
these questions throughout human history,”
he told the group, speaking of the tension
between the compassionate and murderous
acts religion can inspire. “And lest we get
on our high horse and think this is unique
to some other place, remember that during
the Crusades and the Inquisition, people
committed terrible deeds in the name of
Christ. In our home country, slavery and
Jim Crow all too often was justified in the
name of Christ.”

Some Republicans were outraged. “The
president’s comments this morning at the
prayer breakfast are the most offensive
I've ever heard a president make in my
lifetime,” said former Virginia Republican
governor Jim Gilmore. “He has offended
every believing Christian in the United
States. This goes further to the point that
Mr. Obama does not believe in America or
the values we all share.”

Obama’s remarks spoke to his unspar-
ing, sometimes controversial, view of the
United States — where triumphalism is
often overshad: y a harsh
of where Amencans must try harder to live
up to their own self-image. Only by admit-
ting these shortcomings, he has argued, can
we fix problems and move beyond them.

“There is a tendency in us, a sinful ten-
dency, that can pervert and distort our
faith,” he said at the breakfast.

But many critics believe that the presi-
dent needs to focus more on enemies of the
United States.

Russell Moore, president of the Southern
Baptist Ethics and Religious Liberty Com-
mission, called Obama’s comments about

Christianity “an unfortunate attempt at a
wrongheaded moral compari:

What we need more is a moral frame-
work from the administration and a clear
strategy for defeating ISIS,” he said, using
an acronym for the Islamic State group.

Obama spoke a day after meeting with
Muslim leaders in what participants said
was his first roundtable with a Muslim-only
group since taking office. The Muslim lead-
ers argued that they feel their community
has faced unfair scrutiny in the wake of ter-
rorist attacks overseas. Although the White
House released only a broad description of
the meeting — which touched on issues in-
cluding racial profiling — participants said
it gave them a chance to express their con-
cerns directly to the president.

Farhana Khera, executive director of
the civil rights group Muslim Advocates,
one of 13 participants, said the session gave
Obama a chance to focus on Muslim Ameri-
cans the way he has done with other con-
stituencies, such as African-American and
Jewish groups.

Obama emphasized the need to respect
minorities in his speech Thursday, saying it
was part of the obligation Americans face
as members of a diverse and open society,
“And if, in fact, we defend the legal right of
a person to insult another’s religion, we’re
equally obligated to use our free speech to
condemn such insults — and stand shoul-
der to shoulder with religious communities,
particularly religious minorities who are
the targets of such attacks.”

For the president, the prayer breakfast
represented a role he has played before:
explaining to Americans why others might
see things differently. Joshua DuBois, who
headed the White House Office of Faith
Based and Neighborhood Partnerships
under Obama and has served as an infor-
mal spiritual adviser, said the president is
conscious of the fact that Islam is an ab-
straction for much of the general public.

“The president, as a Christian, knows
many American Muslims,” DuBois said.
“Unfortunately, a lot of folks in our country
don’t have close relationships with Muslims.
The only time they’re hearing about Islam
is in the context of the foreign policy crisis
or what’s happening with ISIS.”

In the past, Obama has used stark, per-
sonal terms to describe ongoing tensions
between African-Americans and America’s
white majority. When discussing the acquit-
tal of George Zimmerman in the February
2012 shooting of Trayvon Martin, a black
teenager, he spoke of being trailed while

shopping in a department store and hearing
the locks on cars click as he walked down
the street.

But he has also framed the most incendi-
ary aspects of race relations — whether it’s
the moment when his former pastor, the Rev.
Jeremiah A. Wright, thundered “God damn
America” from the pulpit or the shooting
of another unarmed young black man, Mi-
chael Brown — as an opportunity to test the
concept of American exceptionalism.

But each of these admissions of fault —
whether it is Obama’s acknowledgment dur-
ing his 2009 Cairo speech that the United
States was involved in the 1953 coup over-
throwing the government of Iranian Prime
Minister Mohammad Mossadegh or the
suggestion that America has “a moral re-
sponsibility to act” on arms control because
only the United States had “used a nuclear
weapon” — has drawn sharp criticism from
opponents.

Obama has argued that the United States
is exceptional because it responds to its citi-
zens’ frank assessments of whether it lives
up to its core values. And he has defended
the exceptional role it plays in the world
given its military power and political tra-
ditions, like when Obama decided to inter-
vene in Libya on the grounds that it is not in
America’s nature to stand by while a civil-
ian population is threatened.

But he has always argued that straying
from those values, as he believes happened
during the George W. Bush administration,
weakens the United States. “We went off
course,” he said early in his presidency of
the detention and interrogation practices
of his predecessor, and he pledged to end
torture, close the military prison at Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba, and correct what he de-
fined as mistakes America made during the
country’s “season of fear.”

Critics say that Obama is chastising the
wrong people.

“The evil actions that he mentioned were
clearly outside the moral parameters of
Christianity itself and were met with over-
whelming moral opposition from Chris-
tians,” Moore said. He added that while he
understood Obama’s attempt to make sure
“he is not heard as saying that all Muslims
are terrorists, I think most people know that
at this point.”

Juliet Eilperin wrote for The Washington Post.

Expansion of license-plate tracking is alarming

The Orange County (Calif.) Register editorial

n the post-9/11 world, our government

spies on us. A once-unfathomable con-

cept has now become almost expected

for the average American. Many ra-
tionalize this imbalance favoring security
over privacy with the assumption that if
they have nothing to hide, they have noth-
ing to worry about.

However, it continues to surprise just how
often, and when, the government chooses to
intrude on everyday life. News of the Drug
Enforcement Administration’s mass sur-
veillance program is only the most recent
reminder of the extent to which everyone is
being watched.

Alicense-plate tracking system originally

conceived to keep tabs on gun runners and
drug traffickers along the southern border
has morphed into a nationwide compendi-
um of America’s highways and byways, and
those who use them.

From its justifiable origins, the program
has expanded into a national dragnet ca-
pable of seemingly tracking anyone who
passes within view of the DEA’s 53 cameras
or the countless others deployed in collabo-
ration with local police agencies. Data from
law enforcement agencies feed license-plate
data into the central system based in El
Paso, the American Civil Liberties Union
has discovered.

While it is true that law-abiding citizens
are largely free of suspicion, they are not
above it, as recently evidenced by a DEA

proposal — since dropped — to scan the
license plates, for tracking purposes, of
anyone attending gun shows. Such conduct
seems to assume criminality from an other-
wise legal behavior.

With cameras arrayed along freeways
for all intents and purposes to monitor traf-
fic mitigation and for safety, with such an
alarming expansion in the scope of this
largely secret DEA program, even the most
seemingly innocuous programs can be
viewed with suspicion in our creeping sur-
veillance state. Americans must ask more
of their government about the scope and
nature of its security apparatus. If the gov-
ernment has nothing to hide, it has nothing
to worry about.

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on editorials and columns that are published in the newspaper, and values letters on topics of importance in the lives of our readers.
All letters must be signed, and must include the writer's address or base and telephone number. Please limit all letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit letters for length,
taste and clarity. To write us, please refer to the Reader letters information on this page.
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Pot reform could unlock GOP millennial votes

By STEVEN MOORE
CQ-Roll Call

espite the stereotypical image

of the stoner who is so lacking

in motivation he can’t get off the

couch, a look at recent elections

shows that marijuana actually does moti-

vate people — to vote. And the phenomenon

is most profound among millennials, as il-

lustrated in the presidential swing state of
Florida last November.

Those who want to see a i in

Millennials in Florida voted for Obama
at a rate of 61 percent in 2008 and 66 per-
cent in 2012, yet Republicans John McCain
lost Florida by three points and Mitt Rom-
ney by just one. With the margin so slim,
and the trend over time going the wrong
way, Republicans don’t necessarily need
to win millennials, they just need to not
lose them so badly. The question becomes
“What can Republicans say about marijua-
na law reform that will alien-
ate neither millennials nor
the blican base?”

the White House should take note — mil-
lennials could be the deciding vote in 2016,
and marijuana law reform could be a key
issue.

Last fall, a constitutional amendment
to legalize marijuana for medical uses fell
short of the 60 percent required for pas-
sage in Florida. Amendment 2 went down
with 57 percent, still making it about half
amillion votes more popular than Republi-
can Gov. Rick Scott.

Any Republican with presiden-
tial ambitions should pay attention
to the youth and vigor shown by the
2014 Florida exit polls. Despite a his-
torically low voter turnout nationwide,
10 percent more Floridians voted in 2014
than in 2010. That statistic is all the more
remarkable considering that traditionally
unengaged millennials increased their
percentage of the electorate by 6 points,
while ever-reliable seniors’ share shrank
10 points.

The phenomenon of marijuana law re-
form initiatives driving increased youth
participation is not limited to Florida, but
few other states play the swing role in pres-
idential politics that Florida plays. For
perspective, Colorado in 2012
saw voters younger than 29 in-
crease their share of the elector-
ate by 11 percentage points over 2008.
The state of Washington saw an increase
of 4 percent for that same demographic
over the same time period.

Medical marijuana advocates pledged
shortly after Election Day to put another
initiative on the Florida ballot in 2016, el-
evating marijuana law reform from a state
issue to a national issue —national because
most strategists see few options for a Re-
publican in the White House if Democrats
win Florida.

That needle may not be
terribly difficult to thread.
Republicans have mixed
views on marijuana law
reform. An October ’14
Gallup poll shows that
nationally, 1 in 3 conser-
vatives and 4 in 10 Re-
publicans favor making

marijuana completely legal. The numbers
are in line with the national surveys Cam-
paignGrid uses for its marijuana voter-
modeling project. Exit polling in Florida
shows that 37 percent of conservatives and
40 percent of Republicans are for Amend-
ment 2.

Over the last decade, national polling
indicates a significant shift in opinion that
favors legalization. In 2006, a Pew Trusts
survey showed 32 percent of Americans
felt marijuana should be legal. By 2014, that
number jumped to 54 percent. The rapid in-
crease is being driven by two demograph-
ics: the aforementioned millennials, and
Republicans. Republican sup-
port for marijuana legaliza-
tion has nearly doubled
since 2006.

So far, the mari-

juana law reform
debate hasbeen

centered in the states, and would probably
stay there were it not for the disproportion-
ate influence the state of Florida has on
presidential elections.

That said, at the end of last year, congres-
sional Republicans waded into the matter
by using the appropriations process to stop
implementation of a local marijuana re-
form law passed by voters in the District
of Columbia, helping elevate the issue into
the national spotlight.

Going forward, congressional Republi-
cans might want to consider carefully how
they address marijuana law reform in the
114th Congress. Using congressional hear-
ings as a stage for knee-jerk, prohibitionist
rhetoric may drive away the unique inter-
section of millennial and Republican vot-
ers likely to decide next year’s razor-thin
presidential margins in Florida. Alterna-
tively, addressing the issue in a thoughtful
and strategic manner may serve to bring
these voters into the GOP tent, and help as-
sure a Republican in the White House.
Steven Moore is a former Republican leadership
aide in the House of Representatives,
rently managing director at the digital political

ignGrid. C. id has
modeled every American voter online by their
propensity to support or oppose marijuana law
reform. The firm was active in three of the five
marijuana law reform elections in 2014. He wrote
this for the CQ-Roll Call.

2016 elections: Don’t mess with Iowa as first caucus state

BY JONATHAN BERNSTEIN
Bloomberg News

fit’s a year before the Iowa
caucuses, it must be time
for someone to complain
that voters there and in New
Hampshire are the first to cast
ballots for the presidential candi-
dates. As Philip Bump of the Fix
asks, why not let a big, diverse
state — California — go first?

If it was true that a few voters
in Iowa, New Hampshire, South
Carolina and Nevada were the
big players in presidential-nomi-
nation politics, then Bump and
the other anti-Iowans would have
a case. But that isn’t how many
political scientists believe nomi-
nations are won.

The primaries and caucuses
are (as I've argued) no longer the
main arena, as they were in the
1970s and 1980s. Rather, they are
a version of what they were be-
fore 1968: a way for the parties to
gather information.

Party actors — the politicians,
campaign and governing profes-
sionals, activists and donors, for-
mal party officials and staff, and
party-aligned groups and media
— coordinate with one another
and compete over the nomina-
tion. Their decisions and resourc-
es help determine what happens
in Iowa. So, for example, Hill-
ary Clinton, John Edwards and
Barack Obama had all outpaced
Joe Biden, Bill Richardson and
Chris Dodd in (national) party
support well before the Iowa cau-
cuses in 2008.

Party influence from outside
the state doesn’t totally control
what happens in Iowa, as sur-
prise finishes such as Rick San-
torum’s in 2012 and others going
back to Pat Robertson’s in 1998
demonstrate.

But here’s where party actors
come in as the most important
interpreters of caucus and prima-
ry results. If a winner (say, Sen.
Paul Tsongas in New Hampshire

in 1992) has little support besides
the voters in one small state, he’ll
get little help — money, favor-
able publicity, volunteer hours
— from that victory. On the other
hand, a disappointing finish from
a candidate with solid party sup-
port (Bill Clinton’s second place
in New Hampshire in 1992, John
McCain’s fourth place in Iowa in
2008 or even Hillary Clinton’s
third place showing in Iowa that
year) won't necessarily deliver a
knockout blow.

True, by the time most Demo-
crats got to vote in primaries
in 2008, they could only choose
Obama or Clinton, while Iowans
had six other options. But what did
it matter? If Dodd or even more
improbably Dennis Kucinich had
managed to score well there de-
spite lack of party support from
outside Iowa, they would not have
gotten much further.

Let’s look closer at the 2012
Republican contest. After Santo-
rum’s surprising victory in Iowa,

he wasn’t able to capitalize on it
because he had little support in
the “invisible primary” leading
up to the caucuses. Relatively
little money came in to his cam-
paign. He didn’t receive major
endorsements from high-profile
Republicans or party-aligned
groups, which could have flooded
New Hampshire or South Caroli-
na with volunteers. It might have
been different if a candidate with
more party support, such as Rick
Perry, had scored an early upset
win.

The parties are better off stick-
ing with the status quo. Keeping
the small states first reduces
chances that a single state’s quirks
will make a difference to the even-
tual outcome. If Towa votes for Pat
Robertson or New Hampshire
puts Pat Buchanan first (as it did
in 1996), only a few delegates are
at stake, and the process moves
on with no problems. But a can-
didate with a flukish strong finish
in California would have enough

delegates nailed down to cause a
fair amount of trouble.

So why not mix it up and switch
to other small states? The party
actors have become experts in
interpreting the results from the
current early states, and swap-
ping in different ones runs the
risk that their results will be
misinterpreted. A fluke victory
might be seen as more significant
than it is.

Bottom line: The nomination
process, Iowa included, may look
messy, but it’s working just fine.

This is also the case against a
national primary. Multicandi-
date primaries are unstable, and
random things can happen. The
state-by-state sequence protects
the parties from fads, and al-
lows time for careful vetting of
the candidates without worrying
about overreactions to minor rev-
elations about them.

Jonathan Bernstein is a Bloomberg
View columnist.
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2 students hurt in
shooting at high school
M FREDERICK — Po-

lice in Maryland
were searching for suspects early
Thursday after two students were
shot outside a high school basket-
ball game.

The Wednesday night shoot-
ing at Frederick High School sent
game-watchers running for cover
as frantic parents rushed to the
scene to make sure their children
were OK.

The two students were flown to
a hospital in Baltimore with inju-
ries not believed to be life-threat-
ening, Frederick Police Capt.
Richard Hetherington said. He
did not know the students’ ages or
genders, and he said the shooter
or shooters were still at large.

A motive for the shooting was
not immediately clear and an in-
vestigation into the identity of
the shooter or shooters was ongo-
ing, Hetherington said later in a
statement.

Woman delivers twins
on side of highway
LINCOLN — A Kansas

N woman rushing toward
Lincoln after her water broke de-
livered twins on the side of the
highway.

The Lincoln Journal Star re-
ported that Laura Clark, 36, of
Barnes, Kan., told her husband,
Kevin Clark, 39, to pull over
Thursday morning and call 911
because one of the babies had al-
ready been born.

After placing the call, Kevin
Clark said he wrapped the baby in
a blanket and tied off the umbili-
cal cord, and then the second one
was born.

Lancaster County Sheriff’s
Capt. Ben Houchin said rescue
crews arrived shortly after the
second birth and took the babies to
Bryan Medical Center East Cam-
pus in Lincoln, where the newborn
boy and girl are doing well.

5 convicted in jail-led
corruption scandal
M BALTIMORE —
Three jail workers
and two inmates were convicted
in a massive jailhouse corrup-
tion scheme where gang leaders,
not guards, ruled the institution,
impregnated corrections offi-
cers and directed crimes inside
and outside the jail walls, federal
prosecutors said Thursday.

The federal jury’s convictions
— and three acquittals — came
after a trial for eight people who
didn’t plead guilty after a sweep-
ing 44-person indictment was
handed down in 2013.

One of those to plead guilty
and testify at the trial was Tavon
“Bulldog” White, whom prosecu-
tors described as a Black Guerilla
Family gang commander and the
architect of the conspiracy. White
became prosecutors’ most valu-
able asset and said he directed
guards motivated by sex and
money to smuggle in drugs and
cellphones.

Man stuffs toilet with
potatoes in cry for help

PA

UPPER DARBY — Po-
lice said a suburban

THE CENSUS

0

The number of voters who turned out for an uncontested election for three school board seats in the rural south-
eastern New Mexico town of Hagerman. The Roswell Daily Record reported that officials are now trying to determine
what to do. The three candidates needed at least one vote each to be elected. Chaves County Clerk Dave Kunko said
that because they aren't incumbents, they don't remain in office automatically absent a replacement being elected.
Hagerman Schools Superintendent Ricky Williams said the school board will consider the matter on Feb. 23 during its

next meeting.

Philadelphia man stuffed his toi-
let with potatoes in a desperate
attempt to get the attention of his
inattentive building maintenance
staff.

The Philadelphia Daily News
reported that Ralph Curry, 43,
still didn’t get satisfaction after
causing his toilet to overflow on
Jan. 31.

Police said Curry then pulled a
fire alarm, causing a dozen fami-
lies to flee their Upper Darby
apartment complex.

Curry’s charged with false
alarms to agencies of public safe-
ty, recklessly endangering anoth-
er person and disorderly conduct.
He’s free on bail pending a March
4 court appearance.

Man crashes Jeep, robs

house, kids, kills cat

N OYSTER BAY COVE
— Police have arrested

a New York man on a variety of

charges following a rampage
Wednesday through Oyster Bay

Tour.

also part of the tour.

Cove, a suburban neighborhood.

Nicholas Patrikis is accused of
crashing a Jeep, breaking into a
nearby home and killing a cat
while ransacking the place. He
then allegedly menaced passing
drivers with a kitchen knife and
boarded a school bus, on which he
robbed two students.

Patrikis pleaded not guilty
Thursday to charges includ-
ing burglary, robbery, animal
cruelty, weapon possession and
criminal mischief. Bail was set at
$100,000.

Overweight man drops
85 pounds to enlist
OLYMPIA — Jeremy

w Phillips played foot-
ball and competed in track at
Black Hills High School in Tum-
water, where he graduated in
2012. But his weight had reached
300 pounds last year when he
tried to enlist in the Army, and
the Army said no, no, no.
Phillips, 21, was rejected three

Wings of WWI

World War Il veteran Dr. Bob Kasper reacts while talking with friend and Air Force veteran
David Longfield-Smith, not shown, as they inspect the interior of the nose-gunner position
on a B-17G Flying Fortress bomber Thursday en route from the Florida Keys Marathon
Airport to Naples (Fla.) Municipal Airport. The B-17G, which was used during WWII, will sit
alongside a B-24)J Liberator and North American TP-51C Mustang for public viewing this
weekend at the Naples airport as part of the Collings Foundation 2015 Wings of Freedom

times because of his weight.

The Olympian reported that
soldiers from the Armed Forc-
es Recruiting Center in Lacey
worked out with Phillips to help
him burn calories.

Phillips worked off 85 pounds,
and he finally passed the physical
on the fourth try. He’s counting
on losing 25 more pounds in basic
training.

State to pay $545K to
settle harassment suit
N ALBANY — New York

state taxpayers will
pay $545,000 to settle a lawsuit
brought by two former legislative
staffers who say they were sexu-
ally harassed by their boss, for-
mer Democratic Assemblyman
Vito Lopez.

Under the settlement an-
nounced Thursday, Lopez will
pay an additional $35,000 to the
‘women and their attorney.

In a statement, the two women,
Victoria Burhans and Chloe Ri-

PHotos By Corey PerrINE, NapLes (FLa.) Daiy News/AP

Left: Co-pilot Robert Pinksten is seen Thursday in “Witchcraft,” the B-24) aircraft that is

vera, said they hope their story
serves as a “strong reminder” to
lawmakers that they are account-
able for their behavior.

Museum to develop
rules on ‘selfie sticks’
D WASHINGTON —

Millions of visitors to
museums on the National Mall
may soon have to leave their self-
ie sticks at home.

The Smithsonian’s Hirshhorn
Museum last week banned selfie
sticks, which are hand-held cam-
era mounts for self-portraits. The
move follows similar bans in New
York City museums.

Hirshhorn spokeswoman Kelly
Carnes said Friday that the muse-
um made the policy as a preven-
tative measure to protect artwork
and visitors from potential harm.

The Smithsonian museums
already ban tripods and camera
stands.

From wire reports
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W PBE AFRAID,
_“BE VERY

- AFRAID

“Alien: Isolation” is a powerful nostalgia stimulator.
The game’s *70s-era environmental details — like the
metal coil of a public phone, or the chunky plastic buttons
of a boombox, or the fiddly nature of an analogue tuner
that’s constantly losing its signal — might waft you into
your own private reverie.

Apart from these material details, the game also lifts
from the maternal themes present throughout the movies.
In the game, you play as the daughter of the iconic Ellen
Ripley, immortalized in the films by Sigourney Weaver,
who graces the game with her vocal talents.

Amanda serves as an engineer at Weyland-Yutani, the
same company for which her mother worked as a war-
rant officer. She chose her employment because it placed
her near to where Ellen’s ship, the USCSS Nostromo,
went missing. During the game’s opening cutscene,
Samuels, a well-meaning synthetic — a human-look-
ing android — interrupts Amanda’s manual labor. She
is aloof to his presence until he tells her that a ship
recovered the flight recorder from the commercial
vessel where her mother was a member of the crew.
For 15 years — the game is set in 2137 — Amanda has
waited for news of her mother’s fate. So she signs on
with the tiny delegation assigned to retrieve the flight
recorder from Sevastopol, the decommissioned space
station where it’s being housed.

When Amanda and two co-workers try to board
Sevastopol, an accident occurs that separates her
from her companions. As Amanda begins exploring
the station, searching a way to reconnect with her
group, she passes along graffiti-streaked walls that
bespeak a climate of upheaval. Evidently, the employ-
ees at Sevastopol were not happy about being made
redundant; however, the slogans decorating the walls
also hint at a threat besides a jobless future.

A general supposition of mine is that you can predict the
quality of almost any horror-driven narrative by measur-
ing how long the monster is withheld from view. “Alien:
Isolation” fared well on this litmus test by devoting a good
amount of time to inculcating a sense of foreboding. You
get your first full sense that something has gone terribly
awry after Amanda comes upon a common area where
row after row of body bags line the floor. Listening to the
squelch of the bags’ plastic beneath her feet establishes a
mood as effective as any line of dialogue.

When the monster eventually appears, your best option

Alien: Isolation’ invol\_/e_s
more cowering than killing

sembly’s homage to “Alien” — the 1979 film
directed by Ridley Scott — is, on a visceral
level, a success.

is to slink away as quietly as possible. “Alien: Isolation”
conforms to the survival-horror genre by accenting its
protagonist’s vulnerability. Know that if and when you slip
up, Amanda’s demise usually transpires with quick, no-
frills brutality. Thus, the most sensible way to approach
the game is to avoid conflict whenever possible. Adapting
myself to the needs of this logic, I spent most of the game
cowering under desks and hospital beds and in lockers so
as to wait out any menaces nearby. With respect to these
situations, I must say that I've never empathized with an-
other video game character’s bated breath to a similar de-
gree. This game modulated my breathing patterns with
startling frequency.

Ultimately, the premise is simple. Retrieve the recorder
and get off of Sevastopol. Between Amanda’s separation
from her co-workers and her escape, one is led through
many blind alleys and through numerous tasks that do not
result in forward momentum. Still, these fruitless adven-
tures, though exhausting, are worth taking.

Sound design is crucial in horror and science- fiction
creations like this because it coaxes the viewer to imag-
ine their own gallery of nightmares. With that in mind, I
would advise against any but the most skilled or masoch-
istic players from setting the game on hard, the recom-
mended difficulty setting. The game shines most brightly
when you're dodging between temporary havens, catch-
ing glimpses of what might kill you. Conversely, dying re-
peatedly in the same spot can numb you to the shock of
such an eventuality.

Revisiting the Scott film, one is stuck by the crew’s on-
going debates about their responsibilities and compen-
sation. The movie can be read as an allegory about the
importance of work in our lives. Viewed from this angle,
the game’s seemingly endless quests acquire a symbolic
resonance. Sure they’re tedious but they also subvert the
notion that what you're playing is a game that exists solely
to give you a fun, easily manageable adventure. The fris-
son generated from an exciting new occupation buckles
beneath the tedium of the work involved. And by golly, you
will ache to get off that damned space station as much any
of the other souls stuck on it.

If you're the sort that believes that there is nothing
strange about art making impractical demands of its audi-
ence, “Alien: Isolation” offers a grueling experience that
might sap you in all of the right ways.

’ Many staff-written game reviews at stripes.com/military-life
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By GLENN GAMBOA
Newsday

eave it to Howard Stern to cut to the chase
about Sam Smith and this year’s Grammy
race.

“That’s how good that song is,” Stern
said recently about Smith’s “I'm Not the Only
One” “He’s fat and he’s gay, and little girls wor-
ship him. That’s when you know you have a good

song, and you have a good voice.”

The British soul singer is an unlikely under-
dog turned Grammy favorite. He has man-
aged the rare feat of being nominated in all
four top categories, securing six nominations

total to tie him with Beyonce and Pharrell for
the lead going into Sunday’s ceremonies.

Smith’s accomplishment is even more re-
markable, considering this year’s crop of sur-

prisingly pop-oriented nominations, where the
Recording Academy’s push for relevance seem-
ingly has them valuing popularity over artistry.

For decades, the Grammys generally saved some
top nominations to introduce new artists to the public
or highlight works of high artistic merit as new con-
verts rushed to support artists they saw on the show.

This year, all the album of the year nominees debuted
in the Top 3, including Beyonce’s “Beyonce” and Ed
Sheeran’s “X” that reached No. 1.
The Recording Academy took an even more pop-ori-
ented turn in the record and song of the year categories,
where all the nominees were Top 10 hits. That’s a far cry
from the 2012 Grammys, when Bon Iver’s “Holocene”
was nominated for both record and song of the year
without charting in the Billboard Hot 100.

Does the Recording Academy really believe there was
no other more worthy nominee than Iggy Azalea’s popu-
lar but lightweight “Fancy”? Or is it more interested in

keeping up ratings for the awards show and the inter-

est of young music fans?

There really is a world of difference between
Smith and Azalea, who will compete for record of
the year and for best new artist. Azalea is more of
a traditional pop star, while Smith, 22, is the kind of

artist the Grammys like to champion, a young singer

Beyonce

“Take Me to Church,” Hozier

Should win: “Stay With Me.” This songwriter's
award should go to Smith for crafting such a
raw, honestly emotional plea for companion-
ship, cloaked in old-fashioned soul.

RECORD OF THE YEAR

“Fancy,” Iggy Azalea feat. Charli XCX
“Chandelier,” Sia

“Stay With Me (Darkchild Version),” Sam Smith
“Shake It Off,” Taylor Swift

WHO WILL REIGIN

SUIPR EME?

Sam Smith is an unlikely Grammy favorite

CRITIC GLENN GAMBOA’S GRAMMY PREDICTIONS

who embraces older musical styles.

For that reason, many think Smith has a
chance at a sweep of the top four categories
— which hasn’t been done since Christopher
Cross did it in 1981.

However, Smith doesn’t think it will hap-
pen. In fact, Smith is actually rooting against
a sweep, telling Rolling Stone recently that
Beyonce’s surprise album “Beyonce” should
win album of the year.

Beyonce’s album changed the way record
labels looked at their release plans, as she
rolled out “Beyonce” with no pre-release
fanfare, no introductory single or video.
Its sound was equally forward-thinking,
stretching the definition of today’s R&B
as she included spoken-word elements,

dance rhythms and her own rapping.

Although Beyonce is the woman with
the most Grammy nominations ever and
has 17 wins under her belt, she may not
have widespread Academy support this

year.

The other leader of the night, Phar-
rell, has an odd Grammy year, as he is up
for three of the album of the year nomina-
tions for his work as a producer on “Beyonce”
and Sheeran’s “X,” as well as his own “Girl”
album. That means that even if he sweeps his
other categories for best music video, best pop
solo performance and best urban contempo-
rary album, he can only win four awards.

So who will end up the night’s big winner?
Well, Beyonce will likely have a tough fight
in the best music film category against the
Oscar-winning documentary “20 Feet From
Stardom,” making it likely that she and Smith
will tie, if she takes the album of the year
Grammy over Smith.

But given the boost Smith will
get from the awards and live per-
formance, he will be the night’s
big winner, regardless of how the
awards turn out.

Sam Smith

INvision/AP photos

Should win: “Platinum.” Miranda Lambert
deserved an album of the year nomination for
this well-crafted country masterpiece. She'll
take this home instead.

Will win: “Platinum.” Sorry, Eric Church.

BEST URBAN CONTEMPORARY ALBUM

BEST ROCK ALBUM

“Ryan Adams,” Ryan Adams

“Morning Phase,” Beck

“Turn Blue,” Black Keys

“Hypnotic Eye,” Tom Petty & the Heartbreakers
“Songs of Innocence,” U2

“All About That Bass,” Meghan Trainor

Should win: “All About That Bass.” Trainor's
anthem was part of 2014’s zeitgeist, touching
on self-empowerment and body issues, while
also mashing up hip-hop and girl groups in the
most memorable way.

Will win: “Stay With Me.” It's the sweetest ode
to a one-night stand that most Grammy voters
have ever heard.

ALBUM OF THE YEAR

“Morning Phase,” Beck

“Beyonce,” Beyonce

“X,” Ed Sheeran

“In the Lonely Hour,” Sam Smith

“Girl,” Pharrell Williams

Should win: “Beyonce.” Not only did the album
change the way the industry thinks of new
release rollouts, it brought spoken-word per-
formance and varied song structures into R&B,
while still rolling out future classics like “XO."
Will win: “Beyonce.”

SONG OF THE YEAR

“All About That Bass,” Meghan Trainor
“Chandelier,” Sia

“Shake It Off,” Taylor Swift

“Stay With Me (Darkchild Version),” Sam Smith

Will win: “Stay With Me.” However, Hozier's
“Take Me to Church” could be a dark horse
winner.

BEST NEW ARTIST
lggy Azalea
Bastille
Brandy Clark
Haim
Sam Smith
Should win: Sam Smith. This is the clos-
est thing to a lock that Smith has among his
nominations.
Will win: Sam Smith.
BEST POP VOCAL ALBUM
“Ghost Stories,” Coldplay
“Bangerz,” Miley Cyrus
“My Everything,” Ariana Grande
“Prism,” Katy Perry
“X,” Ed Sheeran
“In the Lonely Hour,” Sam Smith
Should win: “X.” Ed Sheeran maintains his
charm during his move into more complicated,
more pop-oriented songs.
Will win: “In the Lonely Hour.” Sam Smith’s
soulful songs balance new and old just the way
Grammy voters like them.

Should win: “Hypnotic Eye.” Tom Petty & the
Heartbreakers strike an angry, populist tone
and back that up with the rock sound that has
made them legends.

Will win: “Turn Blue.” The Black Keys have
deservedly become Grammy favorites and this
solid record won't shake that bond.

BEST ALTERNATIVE MUSIC ALBUM

“This Is All Yours," Alt-J

“Reflektor,” Arcade Fire

“Melophobia,” Cage the Elephant

“St. Vincent,” St. Vincent

“Lazaretto,” Jack White

Should win: “Reflektor.” Arcade Fire's dance
album showed how it is possible to create
songs that can move the soul and the feet.
Will win: “Lazaretto.” Jack White's wild rock
ride blends country, indie-rock, hip-hop and
blues. How alternative is that!

BEST COUNTRY ALBUM

“Riser,” Dierks Bentley

“The Outsiders,” Eric Church

“12 Stories,” Brandy Clark

“Platinum.” Miranda Lambert

“The Way I'm Livin',” Lee Ann Womack

“Sail Out,” Jhene Aiko

“Beyonce,” Beyonce

"X," Chris Brown

“Mali Is ...,"” Mali Music

“Girl,” Pharrell

Should win: “Beyonce.” The album defines
what urban contemporary music can really
accomplish.

Will win: “Beyonce.” There's no real competi-
tion here aside from Pharrell.

BEST RAP ALBUM

“The New Classic,” Iggy Azalea

“Because the Internet,” Childish Gambino
“Nobody’s Smiling,” Common

“The Marshall Mathers LP 2,” Eminem
“Oxymoron,” Schoolboy Q

“Blacc Hollywood,” Wiz Khalifa

Should win: “Nobody’s Smiling.” Common
shows how hip-hop can be a teaching tool as
well as entertainment.

Will win: “The Marshall Mathers LP 2.” Emi-
nem has already won this category five times.
No reason why this shouldn’t be No. 6, though
if lggy Azalea somehow pulls it out, it will blow
up into the night's biggest controversy.
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Dylan gets tangled up
in OI' Blue Eyes on new
collection of standards

Bob Dylan

Shadows in the Night (Columbia)

Bob Dylan has never called “Shadows in
the Night” a Frank Sinatra tribute album.
The idea seems nuts: one of the last centu-
ry’s greatest songwriters challenging per-
haps its greatest voice, on Sinatra’s turf.
No wonder it was the butt of jokes before Bob Dylan’s new album
anyone heard a note. evokes Frank Sinatra’s

The fact remains that each of the 10 1955 concept album,
standards here, written between 1923 “In the Wee Small Hours.”
and 1963, was recorded by Sinatra. Some,
like “Some Enchanted Evening” or “That
Lucky Old Sun,” are fairly well known,
others more obscure. Dylan closed his
past few concerts with one of them, “Stay
With Me.”

The precise, and even more intimidat-
ing, comparison is Sinatra’s superb 1955
concept disc, “In the Wee Small Hours.”
For these are all songs that come to mind
‘when the night gets long, when missed op-
portunities, regrets and lost loves come to
mind. They’re the songs you'd expect the
73-year-old man sitting at the end of the
bar to request. Here they are performed
in muted fashion, not with an orchestra,
but with Dylan’s band, supplemented by a mournful pedal steel
guitar and the occasional subtle horn.

The hushed arrangements put even more emphasis on a voice
that, let’s face it, was never considered classic even before being
ravaged by age. The remarkable thing is that he pulls it off, with
crooning you’'ve never heard from Dylan before. Unlike his holi-
day album from a few years back, where his croak played like
unintentional comedy at times, he works hard to do justice to
the songs and setting. Don’t toss your Sinatra discs aside. By
the time Dylan reaches for the last line in album closer, “That
Lucky Old Sun,” you’re rooting for him to nail it. He does.

The disc is consistent with Dylan’s later-period emphasis on
classic American songcraft and material that evokes mortality.
It is very specific in its appeal. Yet when it’s time to turn down
the lights and pick up a tumbler, you could do far worse.

— David Bauder
The Associated Press

WiLLiam CLAXTON
Courtesy of Columbia Records

)2



Pace 18

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Sunday, February 8, 2015

LIFESTYLE

Left: Donna Zang moves a pallet in her
garage workshop in Pleasant Hills, Pa.

Jonn HEvLER, PirTsaurch Post-GazetTe/TNS

Crafters create furniture from found wood

By L1zBETH GRAY
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

magine having an unlimited

supply of free building ma-

terial along with lots of ideas

for how to use it. Welcome to
the wide and wonderful world of
pallet furniture.

The Internet has allowed peo-
ple around the world to share
plans and ideas for reusing the
1.5 billion wooden pallets used
each day in the United States to
load and transport goods, accord-
ing to the National Wooden Pallet
& Container Association.

Browse Pinterest for a few min-
utes and you’ll turn up a treasure
trove of ideas, everything from a
tiered lighted platform bed frame
and kitchen cabinets to a wall
garden or garden paths. If you're
looking to buy, a search on Etsy
returned more than 20,000 items
for sale.

Dr. Alex Yergiyev, a pathologist
at University of Pittsburgh Medi-
cal Center by day, transforms into
apallet carpenter in his free time.
Working in the neighborhood on
the banks of the Susquehanna
River provides a ready supply
of abandoned or free pallets. He
figured it was not only a good
“green” way to do something for
the environment, but also “I don’t

have to buy it.”

He’s not even sure how he got
started. “I think I found some-
thing online and thought it was a
cool idea,” he said.

Looking for a way to relax, he
happened upon images of pallet
furniture one night when Web
surfing and things snowballed
from there.

One of Yergiyev’s first pallet
projects was a buffet, built from
plans he found online. He’s re-
ceived several offers for his pallet
buffet but decided to keep it.

“It fits really nice in my house,”
he said.

He does sell some of his other
work. Wine racks are $50 and
entry tables $150

Donna Zang also builds pal-
let furniture, but it’s more than
a hobby. A third-grade teacher
in the West Jefferson School Dis-
trict, she started a pallet business
last year. Its success is something
of a surprise to her.

“We do what is called crafty
Christmas, where you have to
make your gift,” she said.

Last year, she decided to make
a wine rack from pallets for her
brother. One person wanted
one and then another. Suddenly,
she was in the pallet up-cycling
business. She created a Face-
book page to promote it: “Pal-

let Restorations: We See Pallets
Differently.”

“I wasn’t sure I would sell one.
But within 12 hours, I had 10 or-
ders, and that was in the first
day,” said Zang.

She sells wine racks for $50-
$60, coffee tables for $250, end
tables for $125 and towel racks
for $45. Frames and accessories
range from $15 to $40.

Her creative process is very or-
ganic. “Things kind of just grow
inmy mind. . Then I just pray that
it’s going to work out.”

In the past year, she has gotten
good at hunting pallets. “My eyes
are always looking.”

The next step is taking them
apart, sanding and cleaning.
That’s where her boyfriend, Pat-
rick Connelly, comes in handy.

“I joke he’s my only employee,”
she said.

She and Yergiyev caution that
not all pallets are right for reuse.

Older pallets might have been
treated with formaldehyde, a po-
tential carcinogen, but all of the
pallets made today are heat-treat-
ed, which is safe.

Neither crafter had formal car-
pentry training. For plans and
ideas, they recommend websites
such as 1001 Pallets, 101 Pallet
Plans or 99 Pallets.

and a buffet table, below.

PHoros By BiLL WADE,
PiTTsBurGH PosT-GAZETTE/TNS
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NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD

THIS N’ THAT
BY DAVID STEINBERG / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ
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GADGETS & CHARTS

New phone? Download these apps now

A flood of new smartphones are off the
shelves and being used as we get into the sec-
ond month of 2015. For some, it is their first
phone with such powerful capabilities. We've
broken down the apps you should download
immediately to get started with your iPhone or
Android device. Enjoy your first smartphone,
as well as Netflix, The Weather Channel, Spo-
tify and more.

Evernote: Write notes of all types, from
short lists to lengthy research, and access
them on any device. Also, collect Web ar-
ticles, handwritten notes and photos to keep
all the details in one place.

Netflix: Netflix is a popular subscription
service for watching TV series and movies,
including on your phone. This Netflix mobile
app delivers the best experience anywhere,
anytime. Get the free app as a part of your
Netflix membership, and you can instantly
watch thousands of TV episodes and movies
on your phone.

Longform Stories: A solid app that features
free longform articles, magazine articles, fea-
ture stories and more.

‘Waze: Waze is a community-based traffic
and navigation app. Join drivers in your area
who share real-time traffic and road info to
save time and gas money and improve daily
commuting for all. It's free.

2048: The fun and addictive math-puzzle
game is simple to use and will challenge your
abilities. Swipe to move the tiles, when two
tiles with the same number touch, they merge
into one. When a 2048 tile is created, the
player wins. Before you know it, you'll be mut-
tering 8, 16, 32, 64, 128 around the house.

Spotify: With Spotify, you have access to
artists and albums, or you can create a play-
list of your favorite songs. Want to discover
new music? Choose a ready-made playlist
that suits your mood or get personalized rec-
ommendations. Listen for free on mobile, or
use the subscription service to listen to any
song available on Spotify, anytime.

Star Walk: This app costs $2.99 in the
iTunes or Google Play store, but it turns your
new phone into a mini planetarium. It's an in-
teractive star chart in the night sky, following
your movement in real time. Go outside, point
the phone in the direction of your view, and be
prepared to be amazed. Isn't science fun?

The Weather Channel: The simple-to-use
and popular app allows you to check today’s
forecast, or take a look at the long-term fore-
cast. The app is free in the Google Play and
iTunes stores.

Google Maps: The Google Maps app has
comprehensive maps in more than 200 coun-
tries and includes a voice-guided GPS naviga-
tion and live traffic conditions. It's free in the
iTunes and Google Play stores.

Kindle App: Turn your smartphone into a
Kindle by downloading this app. Any book or
magazine you've purchased on a Kindle will
now be in your pocket.

Shazam: Shazam is a great way to identify
songs and other entertainment. In seconds
you'll know the name of any song, or more
‘about what you're watching — tap Shazam to

start your journey. Never again will you think,
“I wish | knew the name of that song.”

Hulu: Many popular shows are available
the day after they air with the Hulu app. If you
subscribe to Hulu Plus, you can watch more
than 100,000 TV episodes, including current
episodes and full seasons. Also, enjoy current
and previous seasons of reality shows such
as Top Chef.

Yelp: Whether you are looking for an open
pizzeria or a coffee shop nearby, Yelp is your
local guide to finding just the place to eat,
shop, drink, relax and play. You can discover
local businesses, search for nearby restau-
rants, shops and services, and filter results
by neighborhood, distance, rating, price and
what's open now.

YouTube: Get the official YouTube app for
Android and Apple phones and tablets. See
what the world is watching, subscribe to
channels, share with friends and watch on
any device.

Find my iPhone: This Mac and i0S app
is a solid safety blanket. If you misplace your
iPhone, iPod Touch or iPad, iCloud can help
you figure out where it is.

Words with Friends: New Words With
Friends is a free social word game where your
skills are tested. Find the best opponent for
you by browsing players' profiles in Commu-
nity Match, or sharpen your skills anytime and
anywhere with offline Solo Play.

MLB.com At Bat: It's the offseason, but
stay connected to the latest Hot Stove break-
ing news or relive the excitement from 2014
with what many call the top sports app of all
time. If you're not a baseball fan, download it
anyway, just to see how a super sports app
should work.

Map My Run: Track pace, distance, calo-
ries and time with audio alerts. For a runner,
this is a key app.

Flappy Nyan: Wondering if it's possible to
play games on your new phone? Of course
it is, but start with something easy. Flappy
Nyan asks, “Do you think that only a bird can
flap its wings and fly? Ask Nyan Cat for the
answer in her newest adventure in Flappy
Nyan!” It's a free, fun, simple game in the
iTunes and Google Play stores. Have fun.
Before you know it, your entire phone will be
filled with games.

Sudoku: If math puzzles are your thing —
of course they are — there are a few worth-
while free Sudoku games, including Super
Sudoku. Take a look at the iTunes or Google
Play stores to see which one you like best.

Minecraft — Pocket Edition: This is a more
complex game, and it may be a bit much for
most new smartphone users. But if you have
kids, this app, which costs $6.99, will keep
them busy for hours. The Pocket Edition in-
cludes survival and creative modes.

— David Reich-Hale/Newsday

ON THE COVER: A

of current

shows that

television is, as a rule, more racially diverse than it was 15 years ago.

Photos courtesy of ABC, NBC, CBS and Fox

GADGET WATCH

Tiny heater packs plenty of power

By GREGG ELLMAN
Tribune News Service

oneywell’s tiny Heat Bud HCE100
personal heater is the perfect gadget
for most of the country this time of
year.

First, it’s built with a great safety feature: If
it’s not on a flat surface or gets knocked over, it
turns off.

The ceramic heater doesn’t have a lot of bells
and whistles; just turn it on to high or low set-
tings to warm yourself.

At just 5-by-4-by-7.8-inches, you’ll be amazed
at how this little guy can sit under a desk and —
using only 250 watts of energy at the high setting
— warm you all over.

It’s built with ceramic technology, which I
had to look up for its significance. What I found
from thermospace.com in summary is “Ceramic
heaters are coil-based units that utilize a fan to
draw air through a special conducting ceramic
element and then direct it outward. Because the
ceramic core is larger than the heating coils,
it can operate at a lower temperature, continu-
ously releasing the same amount of energy over
alarger area.”

If a bigger heater is needed, Honeywell has
plenty to choose from.

Online: honeywell.com; $24.95

How many times have you seen something you
might like, but thought “Nah, I don’t need it but
then again it would be really handy if you had it.”
The MOS, Magnetic Organization System, is just
that item.

It’s pretty simple. Just open the box and put it
on your desk; the setup is complete.

The system magnetically keeps your charg-
ing cables organized and accessible by
holding onto the connectors. But
the most important design ele-
ment for me is it keeps the ca-
bles from falling behind the
desk when not in use.

It won’t slide on the table
(earthquake aside) since it
has a slide-proof pad built
into the triangle-shaped
device.

If by chance you're
using a non-magnetic
charging cable such
as the original Apple
40-pin cable — I still
keep one on my desk
(even though it’s
never used) — not
a problem. The
system comes with
magnetic cable ties
to attach them.

What makes it a
complete system is the

ITUNES MUSIC

Top 10 songs on the iTunes Store
for Feb. 4:

1. “Uptown Funk (feat. Bruno Mars),”
Mark Ronson

2. “Thinking Out Loud,” Ed Sheeran

3. “Sugar,” Maroon 5

4. “FourFiveSeconds,” Rihanna, Kanye
West and Paul McCartney

5. “Take Me to Church,” Hozier

6. “Love Me Like You Do,” Ellie Gould-

in
7%“Blank Space,” Taylor Swift

8. “Lips Are Movin,” Meghan Trainor
9. “Conuries,” Fall Out Boy

10. "Time of Our Lives,” Pibull and
NeYo

— Compiled by TNS

SPOTIFY MUSIC

The most streamed tracks on Spotify
from Jan. 26-Feb. 1:

1. Mark Ronson, “Uptown Funk”

2. Ed Sheeran, “Thinking Out Loud”
3. Hozier, “Take Me to Church”

4. Maroon 5, “Sugar”

5. Ellie Goulding, “Love Me Like You
Do” — from the “Fifty Shades Of Grey”
soundtrack

ITUNES MOVIES

Top 10 movies downloaded
from the Tunes Store for Feb. 4:

VIDEO GAMES

The editors of Game Informer rank
the Top 10 games for February:

included wall-mount adhesive to complement the
triangle device available in anodized aluminum
(839.95), black and white polycarbonate finishes
(819.95)

Online: mosorganizer.com

Backfire’s C i is
the latest addition to the company’s innovative
flashlight line.

It uses Clamplight technology, which frees
your hands if you're using it in an active or ad-
venturous environment.

If you're wearing a backpack, just clip it on or
attach it to a belt loop, tent or whatever will hold
it securely. Once clipped, it rotates and pivots to
enable it to shine in most any direction; use it in
flashlight, lantern or strobe mode with the push
of a button.

The exterior has a rubberized finish fused
with stainless fittings along with hi-impact ABS
plastic to give it a rugged feel.

The light uses up to 125 lumens in high mode;
65 lumens in low mode, and the flashlight uses up
to 75 lumens of light. It meets IPX4 international
weather standards and even floats.

Three AAA batteries keep it shining bright up
to 28 hours, depending on the mode it’s used in.

Online: blackfire-usa.com; $34.99

Ballistic Case Co.’s protective case for the
iPhone 6 is designed to keep your device protect-
ed and gives you access to all the smartphone’s
functions.

The reason I like this case for supreme pro-
tection is that it does the hardcore work without
the hard-core looks and bulk many similar cases
have.

You have your choice of six models, each offer-
ing a different amount of prolect\on
The Hard Core ($59.99) is just that. You
can drop it from up to 12 feet and expect
the smartphone to be safe. All four
corners have extra protection for
the drops and bangs as well as a
built-in screen protection layer.

The Jewel ($19.99) is much
better looking and can only
be dropped from 6 feet and
keeps your screen exposed,
but that’s where the tem-
pered glass screen protec-
tor (sold separately) comes
in.
Online:
com

goballisticcase.

Honeywell’s Heat Bud
HCE100 personal heater
can warm you up using
only 250 watts of energy
at the high setting.

™S

APPS

Top 5 new free apps for Feb. 4:
ANDROID

1. Crossy Road

2. Big Win Football 2015

3. Bingo Fever-Valentine’s Day

4. Texas Holdem - Live Poker 2

5. GO Keyboard — Emoji, Emoticons

Top 5 free apps for Feb. 4:

6. Flo Rida, “GDFR” (feat. Sage The
Germini and Lookas|
7. The Weeknd, “Earned It (Fifty
Shades OF Grey) - from the "Fifty
Shades OF Grey” soundirack

8. Sam Smith, “I'm Not The Only One”
9. Nicki Minai, “Only”

10. Big Sean, “I Don't F— With You”

— Compiled by The Associated Press

10. “The Homesman”

— Compiled by TNS

1. “John Wick” 1. “Evolve,” PS4, Xbox One, PC

2. “Fury” 2. “ Dying Light,” PS4, Xbox One, PC
3. “Birdman” 3. “The Legend of Zelda: Majora’s

4. “The Judge” Mask 3D,” 3DS

5. “Dracula Untold” 4. "life is Strange: Episode One

6. “Dumb and Dumber To” — Chrysalis,” PS4, Xbox One, PS3,

7. “Gone Girl" A

8. “Lucy” 5. “The Talos Principle,” PC

9. “The Giver” 6. “Resident Evil HD Remaster,” PS4,

Xbox One, PS3, 360, PC

7. "#IDARB,” Xbox One

8. “Hand of Fate,” PC

9. “Saints Row: Gat out of Hell,” PS4,
Xbox One, PS3, 360, PC

10. “Grim Fandango Remastered,”
PS4, PC, Vita

— Compiled by TNS

APPLE

1. Trivia Crack

2. Facebook Messenger
3. Facebook

4. Instagram

5. Snapchat

— Compiled by TNS
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Looking for a new field

where you can stand out?

STARSw, #STRIPES.

Veteran’s Job Center

veteransjob.stripes.com

Find your next opportunity
with employers who actively
seek the experience of
former military.

Post your resume and access
25,000 jobs for free.
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BUSINESS/WEATHER

TurboTax resumes processing
state returns, ups security

The Associated Press

NEW YORK TurboTax,
the country’s most popular do-it-
yourself tax preparation software,
halted processing state tax re-
turns for about 24 hours because
of a spike in fraudulent filings.

Intuit, the company behind
TurboTax, said it resumed fil-
ing of state returns at about 6
p.m. Eastern time Friday with
increased anti-fraud measures,
a day after halting the process
when state agencies reported a
rise in filings with stolen person-
al information.

Most victims found out that a
fraudulent tax return was sub-
mitted in their name when they
received a rejection notice after
filing their returns, said Intuit
spokeswoman Julie Miller.

There haven’t been issues with
federal returns to date because

the Internal Revenue Service has
implemented stronger fraud de-
tection policies, Miller said.

Intuit is working with security
company Palantir to investigate
the problem.

So far, there has been no secu-
rity breach of Intuit’s systems,
the company said. Instead, it be-
lieves personal information was
stolen elsewhere and used to file
returns on TurboTax.

Miller linked the problem to
recent security breaches at large
companies. Just this week, Blue
Cross Blue Shield insurer Anthem
Inc. said hackers gained access
to the Social Security numbers,
names, addresses and other per-
sonal information of about 80
million people. It follows other
security breaches at JPMorgan
Chase and several retailers, in-
cluding Home Depot and Target.

“You have a pretty rich pool
of data out there in the world,”
Miller said.

Intuit said state tax returns al-
ready filed when the halt began
on Thursday will be transmitted
as soon as possible.

TurboTax processed 30 million
tax returns last year, Miller said.

Rival H&R Block Inc., which
also sells tax preparation soft-
ware, did not respond to a request
for comment.

Another tax preparer, Lib-
erty Tax Inc., said it is letting
TurboTax customers file state
returns for free at its more than
4,000 locations around the coun-
try. Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
also said TurboTax customers
who were unable to file their state
returns could file for free through
its online service.

Shares of Intuit Inc., based in

WEATHER OUTLOOK

PauL Sakuma/AP

A customer looks at a copy of
TurboTax on sale at Costco in

Mountain View, Calif., fell $3.88,
or 4.2 percent, to close at $87.83
Friday.

Feb. 6, 2015
Dow Jones -60.59
industrials 1782429
Nasdaq -20.70
composite 474440
Standard & -7.05
Poor’s 500 2,055.47
Russell -3.24
2000 1,205.46

Mllglary rates

South Korean won (Feb. 9)
ommercial rates

Bahrain (Dinar

British pound ..

ary banking
facilities in the country of issuance

for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dollars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate

30-year bond .

IRAN

SUNDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST
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The weather is provided by the
= American Forces Network Weather Center,
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb.
Sunday’s US temperatures
City Hi Lo Wthr  Chattanooga 59 47 Cldy Fort Wayne 4 23 Rain  Louisville 55 39 Cldy Pocatello 56 37 PCldy Sioux City 4 27 Cldy
Abilene, Tex 74 40 Clr  Cheyenne 60 35 Clr  Fresno 67 48 Rain  Lubbock 73 36 Clr  Portland,Maine 17 12 Snow  Sioux Falls 41 27 Cldy
Akron, Ohio 43 24 Rain  Chicago 3% 21 Rain  Goodland 67 33 Clr  Macon 66 50 Clr  Portland,Ore. 53 48 Rain South Bend 40 22 Cldy
Albany,N.Y. 25 21 Snow  Cincinnati 52 34 Rain  Grand Junction 57 33 PCldy Madison 30 14 Cldy Providence 32 26 Snow 50 41 Cldy
Albuguerque 66 35 CIr  Clevelan 42 21 Rain  Grand Rapids 35 16 Cldy Medford 58 46 Rain 70 30 Clr Sprlngﬂe\d 1 45 28 Cldy
Allentown, Pa. 41 31 cldy Colorado Springs 64 33 PCldy Great Falls 58 36 PCldy Memphis 64 47 Cldy Ra\elgh -Durham 66 48 CIr  Springfield,Mo 64 36 PCldy
Amarillo 68 38 Clr  Columbia,s.C. 73 48 Clr  Green Bay 25 12 Cldy Miami Beach 78 64 Cldy Rapid City 61 PCIdy  Syracuse 30 23 Snow
Anchorage 15 8 Cldy Columbus,Ga. 65 52 PCldy Greensboro,N.C. 64 46 Clr Midland-Odessa 73 35 Cli eno 59 39 Cldy Tallahassee 71 52 Clr
Asheville 62 45 Clr  Columbus,Ohio 49 27 Rain  Harrisburg 44 36 Cldy Milwaukee 33 18 Cldy Richmond 65 47 Clr 73 57 Cir
Atlanta 62 49 PCldy Concord,N.H. 17 14 Snow Hartford Spafld 29 20 Snow  Mpls-St Paul 31 17 Cldy Roanoke 65 48 Clr  Toledo 42 20 Rain
Atlantic City 48 40 Idy  Corpus Christi 79 54 PCldy Helena 57 32 PCldy Missoula 45 29 Cldy Rochester 26 16 Snow  Topeka 60 32 Clr
Austin 75 50 PCldy Dallas-Ft Worth 74 45 PCldy  Honolulu 78 68 Clr  Mobile 69 52 PCldy Rockford 34 18 Cldy Tucson 83 49 Clr
Baltimore 56 40 Cldy Dayton 49 27 Rain  Houston 78 55 PCldy Montgomery 71 50 PCldy Sacramento 63 51 Rain Tulsa 72 40 Clr
Baton Rouge 73 56 Cldy Day(ona Beach 72 52 PCldy Huntsville 60 47 Cldy Nashville 61 43 Cldy St Louis 63 35 Cldy Tupelo 64 47 Cldy
Billings. 60 34 PCldy 5 38 Clr  Indianapolis 49 28 Cldy New Orleans 74 56 PCldy St Petersburg 71 60 Clr - Waco 75 45 PCldy
Birmingham 65 49 PCldy Des Molnes 42 27 Cldy Jackson,Miss. 72 50 Cldy New York City 40 30 Cldy st Thomas 84 77 PCldy Washington 58 45 Idy
Bismarck 35 22 Cldy Detroit 39 20 Snow Jacksonville 72 48 Clr  Newark 41 30 Cldy Salem,Ore. 55 49 Rain W.Palm Beach 77 62 Cldy
Boise 61 49 Cldy Duluth 22 7 Cldy Juneau 25 22 Snow  Norfolk,Va. 63 47 Clr  Salt Lake City 60 44 Cldy Wichita 69 37 Cir
oston 29 24 Snow  El Paso 74 42 Clr  Kansas City 55 31 PCldy North Platte 61 26 Clr  San Angelo 76 42 Clr  Wichita Falls 77 39 Cir
Bridgeport 34 24 Cldy Elkins 52 38 Cldy Key West 76 64 Cldy Oklahoma City 74 39 Clr  San Antonio 79 51 PCldy Wilkes-Barre 36 31 Snow
Brownsville 82 57 Clr  Erie 39 19 Rain  Knoxville 58 45 Cldy maha 46 27 Cldy San Diego 71 58 PCldy Wilmington,Del. 49 39 Cldy
Buffalo 27 15 Snow  Eugene 56 50 Rain Lake Charles 73 54 Cldy Orlando 76 54 PCIdy San Francisco 64 54 Rain Yakima 49 37 Rain
Burlington,Vt. 16 12 Snow  Evansville 57 35 Cldy Lansing 35 16 Snow Paducah 59 38 Cldy SanJose 67 48 Rain  Youngstown 41 23 Rain
Caribou,Maine 4 -10 Clr  Fairbanks <15 -33 Clr  Las Vegas 72 52 PCldy Pendleton 61 46 Cldy SantaFe 63 29 Clr
Casper 54 35 Clr  Fargo 2 1 Cldy Lexington 54 41 Cldy Peoria 39 24 Cldy St Ste Marie 15 -1 Cldy National temperature extremes
Charleston,S.C. 69 48 Clr Flagsta" 61 25 CIr  Lincoln 51 28 PCldy Philadelphia 48 37 Cldy Savannah 70 49 Clr  Hi: Fn., 85, Bakersfield, calif. and
Charleston,W.va. 59 42 Cldy 37 16 Snow  Little Rock 66 4 Cldy  Phoenix 84 56 Clr  Seattle 57 49 Cldy Yuma, Ariz,
Charlotte,N.C. 66 51 Clr Fort Smith 2 a PCldy Los Angeles 73 58 Cldy Pittsburgh 4 29 Rain  Shreveport 71 48 Cldy Lo:Fri., 29‘ Saranac Lake, N.Y.
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net
College basketball

Friday’s men’s scores

EAST
Daemen 102, Dist. of Columbia 74
George Washington 65, ,avton 64, 0T
Harvard 76, Brown 74, O’
lona 87, Siena 8:
Maine-Farmington 69, Lyndon St. 65
Manhattan 78, Canisius 6

Yale 81, Dartmouth 66

Berea 99, Indiana-Kokomo

Berry 76, Birmingham- soutnern 72
Centre 57, Rhodes 54, O'
Charleston Southern 79, Radford 71
Coastal Carolina 65, High Point 60
Gardner-Webb 73, Campbell 65, OT
Norih Floriaa 77, Jacksonwlle 50
Presbyterian 69, Liberty 6
UNC Asheville 71, Longwood 56

WEST

MID!
Augustana (SD) 98, Northern St. (SD)

Marlln Lmher 69, North Central

n. ankato 82, Mary 7:
o Minn: 2t Vorhead 86, Wayne (Neb.)

Minn.-Crookston 73, Sioux Falls 70, OT
Minn.-Morris 62, St. Scho\asncalso

ther Northwestem (Minn.) 63, Eethany Lu-
W anesota St. 75, Bemldg\ St.71
St. Cloud St. 65, Winona St. 56
Upper lowa 68, Minn. Duluth 64

AP Tup 25 Men’s schedule
day’s games

No. 17 Marylan at

No. 20 Ohio State al Ru(gers

Friday’s women’s scores

Brown 83, Harvard 80
Cornell 60, Penn 49
Creignton 75, St. John's 50
Bt 0t Solabia S bagmen 62
James Madison 77, Hofstra 68
Maine-Farmington 69, Lyndun st.59
Princeton 83, Colu mbia 4

n Hall 67, P[‘oyldence 40

Hiomore 73, William Smith 60
William & Mary 72, Drexel 68, 20T
Yale 60, Dartmouth 46

Berea 71, Indiana-Kokomo 57

Berry 74, Blrmmgham “Southern 59
Centre 59, Rhodes

Sewanee 78, et 73,207

Augustana (SD) 59, Northern St. (SD)

Bemidiji St. 62, SW Minnesota St. 51
Concordia (St.P) 80, Mmlct St. 45

Crown (Minn.) 50, North and 43
DePaul 83, Butle:
indiana St. 65, Bi

a = Ey
oyola of Chicado 70, Evansville 58
artln Luther 57, North Central

\Ill\waukee 66, Oakland 60

inn. Duluth 74, Upper lowa 62

inn--CrookSton 71, Sioux Falls 62

. lowa 59, lilinois St. 52

worﬂ;;vestern (Minn.) 58, Bethany Lu-
an

. lllinois 81, Drake
outh Dakota 91, rw so
t. Scholastica 70, an Morrls 61
/ llinois 66, N. Dakota St. 60
jayne (Neb.) 81, s (Moorhead)

Winona St. 64, St. Cloud St. 61
Xavier 91, Mar ruette 72
OUTHWEST
No scores reported

T
Arizona St. 53, stanford 52

E
3

5

UCLA 72, Colorado 6
Washington 76, oregon St.67

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule

Sunday’s games
No. 3 Baylor at No. 20 Texas
No. 4 Notre Dame at Boston College
No. 5 Maryland vs. No. ebraska
No.6 Tennesseeat Florida, -
No. 7 Oregon State at Washington
State
No. 8 Louisville vs. Pittsburgh
No. 9 Florida State vs. Miami
0. 10 Arizona State vs. California
No. 11 Kentucky il
No. 12 Stanford at Arizona
No. 13 North Carolina at Virginia Tech
No. 14 Texas A&M at No. 17 Mississippi
state
No. 15 Duke vs. Clemson
No. 16 lowa at Wisconsin
No. 21 Rutgers at Michigan
No. 24 George Washington vs. Dayton
No. 25 Syracuse at Georgia Tech

z

Farmers Insurance Open
PGA Tour
riday
s-Torrey Pines, South Course
(7,698 yards, par 72)
n-Torrey Pines, North Course
7,052 yards, par 72)

Purse: $6.3

(a-amateur]

second Round
Harris English 685-66n—134 -1
Nick Watney 15-65n—136 -
Jhonattan Vegas 75-69n—136
Martin Laird 585-68n—136
Nicholas Thompson 54n-735—137
Chad Campbel n-71s—138
Spencer Levin 5-70n—138
Marc Lej s-66n—138
Mu:haeIThomDson n-73s—138
Jason Day 5-65n—138
ian Poulter n-71s—138
Jimmy Walker 5-66n—138
Daniel Berger n-685—
Lucas Glover 5-68n—
Andres Gonzales n-695—
Brendon de Jonge n-725—
1.B. Holmes n-70s—
Bill Haas 5-67n—
J.J. Henry n-71s—
David Toms 5-69n—
Greg Owen
Brian Harman
Cameron Percy
John Peterson n-725—
John
Gary Woodland n-725—
Brooks Koepka
Canilo Villegas
Freddie Jacobson n-73s—
Alex
gtheve wheatcrolt 7
Srands Shedeker n-71s—
Angel Cabrera
Keegan Bradley n-705—
Adam Hadwin
Shane Lowry
Tony Finau
Colt Knost n-725—
Chad Collins
Carl Pettersson
Rickie Fowler n-725—
.J. Choi
Brendan Steele
anny Lee n-70s—.

Tennis

Ecuador Open

Friday
At Club Jacaranda-Cumbaya
Quito, Ecuad
$494,

Thomaz Beﬁucc\ (E) Brazll def. Albert
Montanes, Spain, 6-3, 7-6 (6}

Victor Estrella Burgos (8), Dominican
Reuub\lc def. Martin Klizan (4), Slovakia,

Feliciano Logez (1), Spain, def. Dusan
Lamwc (7), Seri 6, 7-5, 6-1.

ando Verdasco (3), SDaln. def.
Pacio Lorenzi ®), |ta|¥. 6-1,6-2

I
Victor Estrella, Burgos, Dominican Re-
public, and Joao Souza, Brazil, def. Treat

Huey, Philippines, andScott Lipsky (D,
uni n)éd statpps 7 s( ), 7 Pes
Ger ot sl Alexander

satschko, Germany, def. Feliciano Lopez,
Spain, and Qliver Marach (), Austria, 7- 6
@), 67 (3), 1

Open Sud de France

Friday
At Aren Montpellier
Montpellier, France
559,500 (WT250)
nduor

s
Quat
Jerzy Janowits (8, eland, def. Gilles

siron (23, France, 6.2,

20 805 (1), Portugal, def, Phl\fp
Kohlschrelber (3), Germany, 7-

IO Sasquet (4. Frince, det D
nis ISkOmn (8 Ushekdatan 65 6

el Monfils (1), France, def. Steve
Darcis, Belgium, 4- s,;sl 2,63

s

Marcus Damell and Artem sitak, New

Zealand, def. Frantisek Cermak, Czech
Republi¢, and Jonathan Erlich, Israel, 7-6

Zagreb Indoors
Friday
A( Dom S ortova

atia
Purse: gsss.soo (WT250)
Surface: Hard-indoor
Singles

uillermo Gacia-Lopez (3, Spain, def.
Vlktor Troicki (7), Serbia, 6-1, 6-7 (5),

ndreas Seppi (5), Italy, def R\cardas
Berankis, Lithuania, 3:6,6:2

Wiarcel dranollers (8), spaim, dof. igor
Sijsling, Netherlands, 6-4, 2-6,

Marcos Ba ghdalls Cgprus def ‘Mikhail

VDuZhny (6) uss\a 3. 6-4.

nals

Fabrice Marmn Frahce, and Purav
Raja, India, det, Sérgey Betov and Alex-
ander Bury (4), Belarus, 3-6, 6-1, 10-6.

arin Dragania, Croatia, and

Kontinen <z>‘ Finland, def. Sergiy Stak-
Roveky, Ukraine, and viker Troicki, Sar-
B, 7°6 (0, 6-4.

Henrl

Bahamas Classic
LPGA Tour

riday
At Ocean Club Golf Course

Parti
60 golfers

Sun Young Yoo

jenny Shin

elly W Shon

ori Carter

Perrine Delacour

ika Miyazat

irim L Lee

arohne  Masson

§
S

ulieta Granada

arissa L Steen 7
jaria Hernandez 7671 +
essica Korda 7374 +
el Cho +
iyu +:
aula Reto +
ennifer Song +
un-Hee Ji +
endall Dye +
Leaderboard

SCORE THR

- Brittany Lincicome -7

Jenny Shi K]

6

-6

i -6

. Mika Miyazato 5

. Perrine Delacour -5

. Hee Young Park 5
. Sandra Gal 5
. Azahara Munoz 5
. Gerina Piller 5
. Brooke Pancake 5

Women's Downhlll Results

At Beaver Croek, C:
1 Tlna Maze, Slovenia, 1 mlnute 45.89

> Ania Fenninger, Austria, 1:45.91

. Lara Gut, Switzerland, 1:46.23.
Nicole' ~ Schmidhofer, ~ Austria,

United States,

. Elisabeth Goergl, Austria, 1:46.95.
. Nadja Jnglin-Kamer, Switzerland,
7.

Lindsey Vonn,

.'Damela Merighetti, Italy, 1:47.
Dnne oSt it ana,
"Viktoria Rebensburg, Germany,

"Tina  Weirather, Liechtenstein,

7.
3. Nadia Fanchini, Italy, 1:47.34.

a,
United States,
United States,

6. Julia Mancuso,

17. Laurenne Ross,
1:47.95,

8. Kajsa Kling, Sweden, 1.

9. Stacey Cook, Un\ted States,

0. lika Stuhec, Slovenia, 1:48.06.
1. Alexandra Coletti, Monaco,
7.

2. Margot Bailet, France, 1:48.07.
3. Carolina Ruiz Castillo, Spain,

I

4. Jennlfer Piot, France, 1:48.34.
5. nhild Mowlnckel Norway.
O
6. Elena Fanchini, Italy, 1:48.72.
7. Marie Therese Tviberg, Norway,
8. Johanna Schnarf, Italy, 1:4
. ds. Ma Hianne Abderhalden, izer-
an
30. Vﬂl’!ja Brodnik, Slovenia, 1:49.55.

College baseball

Friday’s scores

SOuT!
Berry 2 Guilford 1

ryan 77, Rio hande 5-0
mory & Henry, 1

13
threeleardeman 84, Northwestern
Martin Methodist 4-12, Asbury 1-1
Lincoln Memorial & Wingate
U-Alexandria 6, Spring Hill 3
WRilersviie 8, Winston-Sajem 3
Milligan 2-8, Shawnee St. 0-
Piedmont 11, Maryville (Tenn.) 0
Tusculum 4, Mars Hill
William Wocds 4,Bethel (Tenn.) 2

George Fox 3_Concerdm-Austin 1
Concordia-Austin 8, Whittier 3

Allianz Championship

Champions Tour

Boca Raton, FIL

Purse: $1.7 mi
Yardage: 6,807; Par 72 (35 36)
rst Rous

Paul Goydos 33-33-66 -6
Tom pernice Jr. 33-33-66 -6
Bart Bry: 34-32-66 -6
Tom By 313667 -5
BemhardLanger 33-34-67 5
Fred Fun 3334-67 -5
Potat atobsen 35-33-68 -4

i 353368 -4
Brad Bryant 3335-68 -4
Mark Brooks 36-32-68 -4
Loren Roberts 34:34-68 -4
Roger Chapman 3731-68 -4
Marco Dawson 37-32-69 -3
Rod Spittle 363369 -3
Guy Boros 36-33-69 -3
ay Haas 36:33-69 -3
Esteban Toledo 3534-69 -3
Jay Don Blake 3435-69 -3

Malaysian Open
PGA European Tour

At Kuala anpur Golf and Coun(ry Club
Kuala Lllmvur Malay:

urs
Yardage: 6,986; Par: 72
ird Round

Bernd Wiesberger, Austria -66-63—199
Alejandro Canizares, Spain -65-68—202
Lee Westwood, Englan -67-69—202
Paul Waring, England -68-65—202
Anirban Lahiri, India -72-62—204
Paul Peterson, United States  72-69-64—205
Richard T. Lee, Cana -60-68—206
Riare Quiros s -70-67—207
Jake Higginbotiom, Australia  69-71-67-207
Gregory Bourdy, Fra -70-68—208
Pater Uihlein, United States  79-12-65—200
Pablo Larrazabal, Spail -69-67—200
Marc Warren, Scotlan -71-69-210
Prom Meesawat, Thailand

Danny Chia, Malaysia 1
Kang Sunghoon, South Korea ~ 67-74-69—210
Wang Jeunghun, South Korea 77-66-67210

Graeme McDowell, No. Ireland 67312211
Thongchai Jaidee, Thailand -73-67—.

Miguel Aniel Jimenez, Spain 72 71712214
David Lipsky, United States ~ 72-73-70-215

Pro baseball

Remaining free agents
NEW YORK — The 41 remaining free
agents (g-did not accept $15.3 million
qualifying offer from former team):
RICAN LEA(

BALTIMORE (2) — Johan Santana, Ihp;

Joe. Saunders Ihp.
(2) — Burke Badenhop, rhp;
Ryan Dempst rhp.

CHICAGO (2) — Paul Konerko, 1b; Matt
Lindstrom, ri

CLEVELAND 1) — Jason Giambi, 1b.
Joba Chamberlain, rhp;

ETROIT (2) —

PhiTCoRe: o,

Ve HBUSJON (2) — Matt Albers, rhp; Jose
.

KANSAS CITY (3) — Raul Ibanez, of; g-

MINNESOTA (1 on, rhp.

NEW YORK () — Rich Hill Iop! Derelc
Jeter, ss.

SEATTLE (2) — Joe Beimel, Ihp; Chris
Young, rhp.

TORONTO (1) —
hp.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
ATLANTA (1) — Ryan Doumit,
coLoRAno " Frankiin Morales,

"L0s ANGELES (5) — Josh Beckett, rhp;
Kevin Correla, rhp: Roberto Hernahdez,
rhp; Chris Peréz, tip; Jamey Wright, rip:

MI (3) — aael Furcal s5; Kevin

rhp; Reed Johnson,
AR WAUKEE (3) — Lyle Overbay, 1b;
Francisco Rodriguez, rhp; Rickie Weeks,

'NEW YORK (1) — Bobby Abreu, of.
PHILADELPHIA (1) — Mike Adams,

rhp.
ST, Louts () - Mark Ellis, 2b.
WASHINGTON (2) — Scott Hairston, of;
Rafael Soriano, rhp

MLB calendar

Through Feb, 20 — Salary arbitration
hearings,st. pefersburg, Fla,
Feb. 19  Voluntary réporting date for
Dltchers S Catthors an infured Biayers,
‘eb. 24 — Voluntary reporting date for
other players.
March 3 — Mandatory reporting date.
March 18 — Last day 1o place a player
on unconditional release waivers and
pay, 30 days termination pay instead of
a5
ApHil 1 — Last day to request uncondi-
tional release waivers on a player with-
out having to pay his full 2014 salary.
pril 5 — Opening day, St. Louis at Chi-
cago Cubs. Active rosters reduced to 25

play
June’s — Amateur draft begins.
Jnly 14 — All-Star game, Cincinnati.
July 17 — Last day to sign for amateur
draft plcks sublect to deadiin
il of Fame inductions,

Dustin  McGowan,

coopersmwn Y
uly 31 — Last day to trade a player
wlthout securing waivers.
Active rosters expand to 40
Dlayers

Friday’s transactions

EB,
jor League Baseball
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER — Sus-
ended San Francisco C Geno Escalante
{San Jose.Cal) 50 games following a sec-
ond positive test for a drug of abuse in
violation of the Minor League Drug Pre-
vention and Treatment Program.
American League
KANSAS ‘CITY ROVALS = Agreed to
terms with LHP Danny Duffy on a one-
vear contract
TEXAS RANGERS — Agreed to terms
with OF Nate Sehierhols on 5 ey
league contra

National League

CHICAGO CUBS — Agreed to terms
with RHP Pedro Strop on a one-year con-
tract and with LHP Francisley Bueno, RHP
Anthony Carter, LHP Hunter Cervenka,
THP Jorge De Leon, INF Jonathan Herre-
ra, INF Chris Valaika, OF Adron Chambers
and C Taylor Teagarden on minor league

ontract

BA:
Women's National Basketball Association
ULSA SHOCK — Signed G-F Karima
Christmas.
FOOTBALL
Nalmnal Football League
ned Seattle LB Bruce Irvin
$1u 500 for s role sha Seutfe in the final

omanawanui $8,628 each for their
participation in the scuffle.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Named Jim
Hosller receivers coach.

‘W ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Signed
oL Antonio Johnson. 8 Rufus Johnson,
RB Dion Lewis, OL Chris Barker, DE Jake
Bequette, QB Garrett Gilbert, DB Justin
Green, OL Caylin Hauptmann, WR Jona-
than Krause, LB Eric Martin, LB Deontae
skinner and DB Daxton Swanson to fu-
ture contracts.

OAKLAND RAIDERS — Named Ken Nor-
ton Jr. defensive cDordl

National Hockey League

DALLAS STARS — Recalled G Anders
Lindback from his conditioning assign:
ment with Texas (AHL). Reassigne
Jussi Rynnas to Texas.

FLORIDA PANTHERS — Announced Pe-
ter Luukko was hired as executive chair-
man of sunrise, Sports and Entertain-

an
from Toronto for a condmonal 016 sev-
enth-round draff

WASHINGTON ‘CAPITALS — Recalled
G Philipp Grubauer from Hershey (AHL).
Rﬁasﬁgned C Andre Burakovsky to Her-

socc!
Major League Soccer X
NEW YORK CITY FC — Signed MF Javier
cal
PHILADELPHIA UNION — Loaned

Carlos Valdes to Nacional (Uruguay) for
the entire 2015 MLS regular season.

and banned the country from
Damcmatmg in the next two ftourna-
ments in 2017 and 2019. Fined Equatorial
Guinea's football federation $100:000 for
the crowd violence that marred the host
country’s loss to Ghana it |n the semifinals
of the African Cup of Nat

COLLEGE OF NEW J Na
men’s basketball coach Kel\y W\II\ams
senior associate director of athletics for
external affairs, effective at the end of
the basketball season.

FRESNO STATE — Announced QB Brian
Byb(rletll is forgoing his final season of eli-

ibility.

MEMPHIS — Named Brent Guy safe-
ties coacl

MISSOURI — Named Ryan Walters
safeues coacl
TENNESSEE — Named Mike DeBord

offenhslve coordinator and quarterbacks
ch.

College hock

Friday's scores

'r
Bentley 4, Holy C S 3.

Boston Collegé 4, Merrimack 2

Boston U. 5, Mass.-Lowell 2

Colgate 3, princeton 0

Dartmouth 6, Brown 3

Robart 3. Utica 2, OF

Mercyhurst 3, American International

1
Northeastern 5, UMass 3

ence 3, RP
Union (NY) 4, Clarkson 1
Vermont 5, New Hampshire 2
Yale 3, Harvard 0

Bowling Green 2, Ferris St.
Michigan Tech 3 BemldJl st.1
Minnesota 4, Ohio St.
MinnoDulath 3, N. Mu: i
Minn. St.-(Mankato) 5, Al 2ekh-Anchor-

age2
SE scholastica 3, st. Norbert 1

Denver 3, Colorado College 0
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SPORTS BRIEFS

NIT to experimen

The Associated Press

With scoring plunging to his-
toric lows, the NCAA said Friday
it will experiment with a shorter
shot clock at this year’s NIT to
see if that can jumpstart college
basketball’s lagging offense.

The tournament will feature a
30-second shot clock instead of
the traditional 3S-second clock
that has been in play since 1993,
with officials examining the ef-
fect on the games and taking the
data to the men’s basketball rules
committee for review in May.

“Without actually implement-
ing it in a game, youre just
talking about it in theory,” Dan
Gavitt, NCAA vice president of
men’s basketball championships,
said on Friday. “By actually put-
ting it in a game with good teams,
great coaches, competitive situ-
ations over a three-week time
period, you'll actually get results
and data that can either verify
some of your theories or dispute
them.”

The NCAA will also expand
the restricted area under the bas-
ket from 3 feet to 4 feet to see if
it curbs the amount of collisions
at the rim. Coaches who play in
the tournament will be surveyed
about their experience, and the
rules committee will look at all
the data to consider future rules
changes, which could be adopt-
ed as soon as May if they gain
enough support.

Last year, Division I men’s
teams averaged 67.5 points per
game, the lowest number since
the 1951-52 season. The 35-sec-
ond clock and a more physical
style of play that has evolved over
time are among the biggest fac-
tors coaches point to when identi-
fying reasons for the decline.

A-rod, Yanks to meet

before spring training
NEW YORK — Alex Rodriguez

plans to meet with New York Yan-

kees’ officials before reporting to
spring training.

Davio Karp/AP

New York Yankees third baseman Alex Rodriguez plans to meet with

team officials befure reporhng Io spring training. Havmg served a
of

and labor contract, Rodnguez is due to start wmknms at the team’s

spring training complex on Feb. 26.

Having served a one-season
suspension for violations of base-
ball’s drug agreement and labor
contract, Rodriguez is due to start
workouts at the team’s spring
training complex on Feb. 26. His
relationship with some team of-
ficials was strained in 2013 as he
tried to avoid a suspension.

Yankees general manager
Brian Cashman, speaking to re-
porters before the Connecticut
Sports Foundation dinner Friday
in Uncasville, said the planned
meeting was discussed a day ear-
lier when he and assistant gener-
al manager Jean Afterman spoke
with Jim Sharp, a lawyer for Ro-
driguez. The intended meeting
was first reported by the Boston
Globe.

“Alex considers everything

with the Yankees to be fam-
ily business, and family business
stays within the family,” spokes-
man Ron Berkowitz said in an
email.

In other baseball news:

® Free agent outfielder Nate
Schierholtz has agreed to a minor
league contract with the Texas
Rangers after hitting a career-
worst .195 last year.

Schierholtz, who turns 31 on
Feb. 15, split last season with
the Cubs and Washington, which
agreed to a deal on Aug. 18, four
days after Chicago released him.

® QOakland Athletics pitcher
Jarrod Parker has lost his salary
arbitration case after missing the
entire 2014 season.

Parker was given an $850,000
salary on Saturday by Eliza-

beth Neumeier, Robert Herzog
and Mark Irvings instead of the
$1.7 million he sought. The sides
argued their positions a day
earlier.

Arkansas extends
Bielema’s contract

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. — Ar-
kansas has seen enough of Bret
Bielema in two seasons to make it
want the former Wisconsin coach
to stick around a while longer.

Following its first winning
season in three years, the school
announced the signing of its foot-
ball coach to a two-year contract
extension on Saturday, keeping
Bielema with the Razorbacks
through 2020.

Bielema, who led to the Razor-
backs to a 7-6 season and their
first bowl game in three seasons
last year, will also receive a raise
from his previous $3.2 million
salary — making an average of
$4.25 million annually over the
six-year deal. He’ll make $4 mil-
lion this year with annual raises
of $100,000 after that, culminat-
ing with a base salary of $4.5 mil-
lion in 2020.

Maple Leafs trade 2 to
Lightning for draft pick

TORONTO — The Toronto
Maple Leafs traded forwards
Carter Ashton and David Broll
to the Tampa Bay Lightning on
Friday for a conditional seventh-
round pick in 2016.

Ashton, a 2009 first-round draft
pick, has no points in seven games
this season for the Lightning and
served a 20-game suspension for
performance-enhancing drugs.

Broll, a sixth-rounder in 2011,
played five games for Toronto
last season and has split time this
season between the AHL's Marl-
ies and ECHL's Orlando Solar
Bears.

By unloading Ashton and Broll,
the Leafs cleared space that al-
lows them to acquire two more

t with different rules

contracts before the March 2
trade deadline. The NHL limit
is 50, and this trade gets them to
48

In other NHL news:

® Minnesota Wild forward
Matt Cooke will miss the next six
weeks after undergoing surgery
to address a sports hernia.

Cooke had surgery Friday in
St. Louis.

Cooke missed 22 games earlier
this season with a hip injury. The
team believes the sports hernia
may have developed as a result
of Cooke playing through pain in
his hip.

Boston mayor meets
with Olympic opposition

BOSTON — Boston Mayor
Marty Walsh met with the group
No Boston Olympics on Friday
night to discuss its concerns
about bringing the 2024 Summer
Games to the city.

Chris Dempsey, one of the
group’s founders, told The Asso-
ciated Press that the meeting was
productive and friendly.

“We feel as if we have a lot of
common ground with the mayor,”
Dempsey said after the meeting
that lasted more than an hour.
“Things like protecting taxpay-
ers, making sure the bid is some-
thing that works for the city and
for neighborhoods, even improv-
ing the process and making it
more transparent.”

The meeting came one day
after the first of nine scheduled
sessions to allow residents to have
their say. Several hundred people
crowded into a room at Suffolk
Law School near the Boston
Common on Thursday night, with
most of them expressing doubts
about the benefits of hosting an
Olympics.

The mayor repeated his prom-
ise that no taxpayer money would
go to the operation of the games.
But he made the case that being
an Olympic city would give Bos-
ton a boost in tourism and inter-
national stature.

Introducing Mercedes-Benz to the MAS product line-up

Leaving the Middle East?

militaryaulosource.com

Orde

a new Mer

edes-Benz and access your military progra

MCLS. viLmTARY AUTOSOURCE
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GOLF

Mickelson joins other big names missing cut

English leads by 2
strokes at Farmers

By Douc FERGUSON
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Tiger Woods is gone
from Torrey Pines, and Phil Mickelson
joined him Friday by missing the cut.

In a tournament that quickly lost a big
chunk of its star power, Harris English
played another bogey-free round for a 6-
under 66 on the North Course to build a
two-shot lead Friday in the Farmers Insur-
ance Open.

Mickelson, who worked hard to get into
shape in the offseason and was as optimis-
tic as ever, was done in by his short game.
The best he could managed was a 72 on the
North Course, and he missed the cut by
two shots. It was the first time since 2002
that Mickelson missed the cut in back-to-
back weeks on the PGA Tour.

Woods withdrew after 11 holes Thurs-
day, citing tightness in his lower back. For
the first time, Woods and Mickelson failed
to make the cut in the same tournament in
consecutive weeks on the PGA Tour.

“My putting is beyond pathetic,” Mick-
elson said. “And if I can’t get back to the
levels of 2013, I'm not sure what I'm going
to do. Because this is very frustrating.”

Mickelson is not playing the last two
weeks of the West Coast Swing because his
kids are on spring break.

He was in good company leaving early.

Justin Rose, at No. S the highest-ranked
player at Torrey Pines, also shot 70 on the
North and missed the cut. So did Hideki
Matsuyama, who three-putted for par
on the closing hole on the South Course
to miss by one shot; Jordan Spieth, who
needed an eagle on the 18th on the South
to make the cut and hit it in the water; and
Dustin Johnson, playing for the first time
since a six-month break to get professional
help for “personal challenges.”

“The last two days, I think normally
1 probably would be at least S or 6 under
right now instead of even par,” Johnson
said. “But I'm happy with where it’s at.
Just a little rusty, that’s all.”

Even those who are still around had a
tough time, particularly Phoenix Open
winner Brooks Koepka.

J ==

PHotos BY GReGORY BuLL/AP

Above: Harris English, right, speaks with his caddie, Brian Smith, before hitting his

tee shot on the 18th hole of the north course during the second round of the Farmers
Insurance Open on Friday in San Diego. Left: Phil Mickelson tips his hat after finishing
on the ninth hole of the north course. While English found himself with a two-shot lead
heading into the weekend, Mickelson will be heading home after missing the cut for a

second straight week.

He reached the par-5 18th in two on
the South Course and a two-putt birdie
‘would have put him three shots out of the
lead. Koepka missed his 6-foot birdie at-
tempt, and then missed a pair of 2%2-foot
putts and wound up five-putting for double
bogey. That gave him a 74 and he was six
shots behind.

English was at 10-under 134, two shots
ahead of Nick Watney (65), Jhonattan
Vegas (69) and Martin Laird, who had an-
other 68. Laird was tied for the lead with
two holes to play in Phoenix last week until
a bogey-double bogey finish.

Most pleasing to English was a clean

card going into the weekend. He was on
the ropes early on Thursday he chipped
through the green on the par-3 11th hole on
the South and was facing certain bogey. But
he chipped in for par, and he has only had a
few close calls with bogey ever since.
Jimmy Walker (66), Jason Day (65) and
Ian Poulter (71) led a large group at 6-
under 138. The cut was at 1-under 143.
Still, nothing summed up the day — the
entire week — than when Mickelson fin-
ished his round. A stream of fans four-wide
stretched for 100 yards on the path toward
the exit, dozens of them wearing blue-
sleeved shirts that read, “Team Phil.”

JosHua PauL/AP

Bernd Wiesberger tees off on
the second hole during the third
round of the Malaysian Open at
Kuala Lumpur Golf and Country
Club in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
on Saturday.

Roundup

Wiesberger leads Malaysian Open

The Associated Press

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
— Bernd Wiesberger is well po-
sitioned to cap a superb month of
golf with victory in the Malaysian
Open after shooting a 9-under 63
on Saturday, taking a two-shot
lead going into the final round.

He moved to 17-under 199 over-
all at Kuala Lumpur Golf and
Country Club, two strokes ahead
of Spain’s Alejandro Canizares,
who finished his roller-coaster
round eagle-birdie-bogey to card
a68.

Defending champion Lee West-
wood struggled for much of the
round before picking up birdies
on his final two holes to sit three
off the pace following a 69.

The Englishman is in a tie for

third on 14-under alongside com-
patriot Paul Waring, who carded
a 65 featuring two eagles, six
birdies and three bogeys.

The round of the day belonged
to Indian Anirban Lahiri, who
produced a bogey-free 62 that put
him in outright fifth on 12-under.

They are all chasing the white-
hot Wiesberger, who has started
2015 with a tied sixth in Abu
Dhabi, third in Qatar and tied
fourth at the Dubai Desert Clas-
sic to move into the world’s top S0
for the first time.

LPGA Tour: Brittany Linci-
come and Sun Young Yoo topped
the leaderboard in the wind-
swept Bahamas LPGA Classic
when second-round play was sus-
pended because of darkness.

In wind gusting to 35-40 mph,
Yoo completed a first-round 70
and shot 69 in the second to match
Lincicome at 7 under on Atlantis
Resort’s Ocean Club course.

Lincicome was 2 under in the
second round with 13 holes left.
She shot a 68 on Thursday.

After rain delayed play Thurs-
day, only half of the players were
able to finish the second round
Friday. In May 2013, the inaugu-
ral event was reduced to three 12-
hole rounds because of flooding.

Second-ranked Inbee Park,
Dori Carter, Jenny Shin, Kelly
Shon were 6 under. Shin and Shon
shot 71, Carter had a 72, and Park
was 1 under for the round with 13
holes left.

Lydia Ko, playing her first

event since taking the No. 1 spot
in the world ranking, was 3 under
after rounds of 72 and 71. The
17-year-old New Zealander tied
for second last week in the sea-
son-opening event in Florida, to
break Tiger Woods’ record as the
youngest player to reach No. 1.
mpions Tour: Tom Pernice

Jr. closed with a double bogey for a
6-under 66 and a share of the first-
round lead with Paul Goydos and
Bart Bryant at the Allianz Cham-
pionship in Boca Raton, Fla.

Pernice, second behind Rocco
Mediate two years ago at Broken
Sound, hooked his drive into the
water on the difficult par-4 ninth.
After a drop, he hit a 3-wood
short of the green and missed a
9-foot putt.
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NFL

BRrIaN PETERSON, STAR TRIBUNE/AP

Adrian Peterson signs a poster for Brady Vixayvong of Eagen as he and his wife Ashley leave the federal
court house on Friday in Minneapolis. The NFL Players Association’s attempt to have Minnesota Vikings

running back Adrian Peterson reinstat

led has been taken under advisement by a federal judge. U.S.

District Judge David Doty heard arguments from the NFLPA and the NFL on Friday.

Judge takes Peterson arbitration
arguments under advisement

By Dave CAMPBELL
The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — The latest dispute between
the NFL Players Association and the NFL over the
league’s personal conduct policy was aired Friday in
federal court, as Adrian Peterson listened to argu-
ments about his suspension that the union is trying
to have overturned.

“I felt like I got a fair hearing, for once,” the Min-
nesota Vikings running back said to reporters on his
‘way out.

It was more criticism of the disciplinary process
that Peterson and the union have de-
rided as arbitrary and unfair since
punishment was levied by the NFL
after the running back was charged
in a child abuse case involving his
son. He resolved the case with a
plea bargain last year.

Peterson did not speak at the
hour-long hearing in front of U.S.
District Judge David Doty, who
has overseen much of the league’s
labor matters over the past three decades. Doty took
under advisement the NFLPA’s petition to nullify
the decision by arbitrator Harold Henderson to re-
ject Peterson’s appeal of the suspension that is in ef-
fect through at least April 15.

Doty did not provide a timetable for his decision.

“I always like good arguments. They make my job
harder, but it’s always good,” Doty told the attorneys
in attendance.

The basis of the NFLPA‘s argument is that the en-
hanced six-game pt for players invol
with domestic violence, announced in August and fi-
nalized in December, was unfairly and retroactively
applied to Peterson. The injuries to his 4-year-old
son occurred in May.

Peterson and the union would prefer a ruling be-
fore March 10, when the league’s free agency and
trading period starts. If the Vikings decide not to

once.”

“1 felt like I got
a fair hearing, for

Adrian Peterson
Minnesota Vikings running back

bring Peterson back for the 2015 season at his sched-
uled $12.75 million salary, the process of trading or
releasing him or redoing his contract will be com-
plicated by the expiration of the puni. put in

Briefly

Abuse claim made
against RB Randle

Wire reports

Police say they are investigating
a domestic abuse claim against
Dallas Cowboys running back Jo-
seph Randle made by an ex-girl-
friend a day after his arrest at a
Kansas hotel on a drug charge.

The 22-year-old mother of Ran-
dle’s child filed for a protective
order Wednesday in district court
in Wichita, Kan., saying the inci-
dent accurred the same night the
23-year-old Randle was arrested
on a marijuana possession charge
at a hotel after a woman called

He was not taken into custody
Tuesday on the drug charge. No
charges related to domestic vio-
lence have been filed.

Police dropped the marijuana
charge Friday, but spokesman Lt.
James Espinoza says other charg-
es are possible.

Bush denies involvement
in Sharper case

The lawyer for Reggie Bush
said the Lions running back de-
nies allegations made in a Loui-
siana courtroom recently that
he gave ecstasy to women while
hanging out with accused rapist
Darren Sharper in Las Vegas.

“This is outrageous,” Bush’s
California-based attorney Shawn
Holley told the Free Press. “I can
say to you on the record that Reg-

Advocate and Reggie is consider-
ing taking legal action.”

Lions on clock to re-sign
Suh after contract voids

The final year of Ndamukong
Sub’s rookie contract officially
voided Friday, and now the Detroit
Lions are on the clock to re-sign
their all-pro defensive tackle.

The Lions are the only team
that can officially talk contract
details with Suh until the three-
day free agent negotiating period
opens March 7.

RB Bell gets probation
for drug charges

Pittsburgh Steelers running
back Le’Veon Bell was admit-
ted into a court program Friday
morning that, if completed suc-
cessfully, will lead to the mari-
juana charges filed against him
last summer being dismissed.

Bell, 22, was admitted into the
Accelerated Rehabilitative Dis-
position program before Common
Pleas Judge Robert C. Gallo. The
ARD program is for first-time
offenders of nonviolent crimes,
where charges can be dismissed
and expunged if the defendant
fulfills certain requirements.

The 15-month probationary
program will require Bell to ab-
stain from drugs and alcohol

gie ly and
unequlvocally demes all of the
statements in that article. We are

place by Commissioner Roger Goodell.

Peterson, for his part, said he wants to return to
the Vikings.

“Of course,” was his answer to that question, smil-
ing as he turned to walk with his wife and agent to-
ward their waiting ride.

NFLPA attorney Jeffrey Kessler accused Hen-
derson, a former league executive, of being biased
and straying from the collective bargaining agree-
ment in his ruling on the appeal
with “his own brand of industrial
Jjustice.”

The NFL’s primary response
to the claims is that the collective
bargaining agreement holds power
over the dispute, not the court.
Judges rarely overrule arbitration
decisions.

Dan Nash, a lawyer for the
league, told Doty that Kessler was
simply trying to “re-litigate” the merits of Peterson’s
appeal that were already rejected by Henderson.

“Nash called the retroactivity argument “a red
herring” and said proving “evident partiality” by
Henderson was impossible.

At one point, Doty pressed Nash about league ex-
ecutive Troy Vincent’s conversation with Peterson
while the disciplinary process was

“Don’t my lying eyes tell me that Mr. Vincent told
Mr. Peterson that he was going to get two games?”
Doty asked.

The union’s claim is that Vincent told Peterson
he’d only receive a two-game suspension under the
old policy. But Vincent testified to Henderson during
the appeal hearing that he did not make that guar-
antee. Nash argued that, even if Vincent’s promise
were true, it was irrelevant because of a lack of evi-
dence that Peterson acted on that advice.

aretraction from The

any  recc

treatment, pay a $100 fee and
court costs and complete a safe
driving class.

Dave MarTIN/AP

Wichita police have dropped a drug charge against Dallas running
back Joseph Randle, according to police spokesman Lt. James

Espinoza. Randle is now facii

a domestic abuse claim from his

ex-gitlfriend, who says the incident took place the same night the

23-year-old Randle was

ona

charge

at a hotel after a woman called 911.
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Columbus’ Curtis McElhinney, left, makes a save against St. Louis’ Joakim Windstrom during the third
period of Friday’s game in Columbus, Ohio. The Blue Jackets beat the Blues 7-1.

Roundup

Columbus ends St. Louis’
point streak at 13 games

The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — In a
game matching teams going in
different directions, everything
got turned upside down.

Nick Foligno set a career high
with his 19th and 20th goals of
the season and also had an assist,
and the Columbus Blue Jackets
had their most productive game
in a 7-1 victory over the St. Louis
Blues on Friday night.

The defeat ended the Blues’
seven-game winning streak and
franchise-record 13-game point
streak (12-0-1) — and the Blue
Jackets’ three-game skid.

“We’re not in any position to
relax,” Foligno said of the Blue
Jackets, who began the night
closer to the worst record in the
NHL than the last playoff spot.
“That’s honestly the momentum
now. We don’t have the room to
take a shift off, a period off. We
need to continue to work and to
try and win.”

Ryan Johansen scored his first
NHL short-handed goal, Corey
Tropp tallied for the first time
in 66 games and Cam Atkinson,
Matt Calvert and Scott Hart-
nell also scored for Columbus.
Curtis McElhinney had 32 saves
and Brandon Dubinsky had two
assists. Johansen also had two
assists.

St. Louis started the night just
two points behind Anaheim for
the best record in the league.

“We knew it was going to be a
tall task,” Dubinsky said. “We
came out and played the way
we’re capable.”

Riddled by injuries, the Blue
Jackets had been stumbling for
the last month. They had lost four
of their last five at home. The
seven goals were a season-high.

“I don’t know if we needed nec-
essarily a 7-1 game, but we need-
ed a win,” coach Todd Richards
said. “They’re a very, very good
hockey team. Obviously, to win 7-
1 leaves you with a good feeling.”

Blues coach Ken Hitchcock had
a decidedly bad feeling.

“That was a rested team. They
outplayed us. We looked unfo-
cused at times,” he said. “We’ve
kind of trended this way for the
last three games. It caught up to
us. This team finished us off.”

Devils 4, Maple Leafs 1: Patrik
Elias scored his 400th career
goal and host New Jersey sent To-
ronto to a franchise-record 11th
straight loss.

Cory Schneider had 33 saves,
giving up a third-period power-
play goal to Tyler Bozak. Tuomo
Ruutu, Steve Bernier and Jaromir
Jagr also scored as the streaking
Devils won their third straight

for the first time since the start of
the season and improved to 8-2-2
in the last dozen games.

Capitals 3, Ducks 2 (SO):
Evgeny Kuznetsov and Nicklas
Backstrom scored sk goals,

Scorebhoard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division
L OT Pts GF GA
TampaBay 53 5 5 172 138
Detroit 51 2 9 152 129
Montreal 50 5 3 132 114
Boston 51 7 7 136 127
Florida 50 7 10 125 142
Ottawa 50 1 9 138 140
Toronto 53 7 4 148 164
Buffalo 52 4 3 97 184
Division
Pittsburgh 52 4 8 8 151 129
N.Y.Islanders 51 1 7 163 145
Washington 10 6 156 132
. Rangers 49 4 4 148 117
Phlladelph\a 52 8 2 142 154
New Jersey 9 1 119 140
Columbus’ 50 3 7 128 156
Carolina 51 7 43111135
Western Conference
Central Di
GP W Pts GF G
Nashville 51 33 2 155 1
St. Louis 52 34 2 166 1.
Chicago 52 32 6 157 1
Winnipeg 54 26 2 147 1
Colorado 52 22 5 134 1
Minnesota 50 24 6 4 138 1
Dallas 51 23 20 8 54162 It
Pacific n
Anaheim 53 34 12 7 5 159 143
San Jose 53 28 18 7 3 149 144
algary 53 9 1 3 1 152 136
Vancouver 50 28 19 3 9 135 131
LosAngeles 51 21 18 12 4 136 139
rizona 2 9 26 7 5 121 173
Edmonton 4 29 0 172

7 12
Note: Two pomts for a win, one point
for overtim
Fr| day's james
Washington 3, Anaheim 2, SO

. Louis
Chicago 2. Winnipeg 1; o
Pmsburgh 4 Calgary §
lay’s games.
N.Y. Rangers at Nasuille
Los Angeles at Tampa Bay
landers at Boston
Dallas at Buffalo
Edmonton at Toronto
New Jersey at Montreal
Columbus at
Colorado at Mlnnescta
Detroit at Ari
Pittsburgh atvancouver
Carolina at San Jose
unday’s games
Chicago at St. Louis
Nashville at Florida
Philadelphia at washmgton
N.Y. Islanders at Buffal
Anaheim at Tampa Bay
Dallas at N.Y. Rangers
Colorado at Winnipeg
Montreal at Baston
onday's games
Edmonton at New Jersey
Los Angeles at Columbus
Vancouver at Mlnnesota
Arizona at Chic
Caigary at San jose

Blackhawks Z Jets 1(0m
ago 1912
Winpeg
r‘rsl Perlod 1, er\l’!lDeg, Schelfe\e S
(Perrea ult) 17.
econd Period—. 2. Chicago, P.Kane 26
(Rlchards. Sharp), 2
e 3 Chlcagn Saad 16 (P.Kane,

nal Chicago 8-6-6-2—22.
Winnipeg 93-8-1- 21, N

Rozslval).

Philipp Grubauer stopped 23
shots in his first NHL action of
the season and host Washington
defeated Anaheim.

After Alex Ovechkin, Washing-
ton’s third shooter, failed to score,
Anaheim had a chance to extend
the game. But Grubauer stopped
Ryan Kesler. Jakob Silfverberg
scored the Ducks’ lone shootout
goal.

Blackhawks 2, Jets 1 (OT):
Brandon Saad scored in overtime
to lift visiting Chicago.

Patrick Kane also scored for
the Blackhawks, while Corey
Crawford made 20 saves.

Mark Scheifele scored for the
Jets, who entered on an 0-4-1 skid
since the All-Star break and were
outscored 23-11 during that span.

Penguins 4, Flames 0: Marc-
Andre Fleury got his NHL-lead-
ing eighth shutout of the season
and Sidney Crosby contributed
two goals and an assist for visit-
ing Pittsburgh.

David Perron and Brandon
Sutter also scored for Pittsburgh,
which moved past the Islanders
atop the Metropolitan Division.

of ; Wlnnlpe?‘u of 1

Goalies—Chicago, Crawford 20-12-2
Q@1 shot zo saves) Winnipeg, Hutchin-
son1

A- 15016 (15 004). T—2:32.

Devils 4, Maple Leafs 1
0 0 l 1

y
Pt Period—1, New Jersoy, Auuta &
(Fraser, Tootoo). 9
ond Period—2, New Jersey, Elias
1 e et 125, Now ersey,
SBernier d (Larsson, Gome?), 13:31.
hir d—4, Toronto, Bozak 15
(Kessel, Gardinen), 11551 (Bp).5. New Jer-
sey, Jagr 11 (Larsson), 17:1
Shots on_Goal—To ;omio 10-11-13-34.
New sorsoy 78
Power-play onnoﬂun ies—Toronto 1
of 2 New Jersey 0.0
oanes— Toronta, Reimer 6-11.0 (17
shotects sayes). New Jersey, Schneider
19-19-5 (34
AL38554 07,625). T-2:19.

Capitals 3, Ducks 2 (SO)

Washmg 11
\Washimgton won shootout 21
First Period—1, Anaheim, Kesler 15
silfverberg, Li dhoim), 18:15 (
Washington, Chi-
moras (Kuznetsov, Brouwer), 4:15.

hir d—3, Washington, Carlson
6 (Kuznelsov, Chimera),

2
-3

na-

4,

(silfverberg
G, Perry NG, Kesler NG), Washington 2
(Kuznelsov G, Backstrom G, Ovechkin

Shots on Goal—Anaheim 10-7-6-2—25.
Washington 6-12-13-3-32.

Power-play opportui
of 2 Washington 0 of 1

oaliea— Ananeim, Bryzgalov 1-3-1 34

Shotocss Saves) Washmaton. Crabhuer
1-0-0 (25-23).

A—18,506 (18,506). T—2:41.

Blue Jackets 7, Blues 1
l 0-1

ies—Anaheim 1

mbus 2-
First Period—1, columbus, F()llgno 19
i Colu mbus,

. 4, Colum-
:26. 5,

Bus, 3ropp. I (Tyutin, Folignoy,

Louis, Stastny 10 (Bouwmeester, Gun'
narssony. 11: Y4 (pp). & Columbus, Foli-
GNo 20 (Wisniewsk, Dubingky, 1

hird Pariod . Columbt. Caivert 7
(ohnson, Boll), 5:59. 8, Columbus, Hart-

nell 11 dohanseny, 1:
n Goal—St. Louis 8-8-17—33.

Columbus 516035,
r-play opportunities—St. Louis 1

of Columbus 00f0.
es—St. Louis, Elliott 16-6-2 (14
shotoctt savas) Alloh (8136 sacond, 16¢
16), Columbus, McElhinney 6-8-1 (33- 32).

A—16,321 (18,144). T-2:24.

Penguins 4, Flames 0
ausburgh 2 1 1—4

0—
irst Period—1, Pittsburgh, Cporron 13
(Crosby, Kunitz), 5:46. 2, Pitt: s urgh Sut-
ter 11 (Bespres, Scuderi), 18:

Second Period—3, Pmsburgh Crosby
16 (Kumtz Ferron). 1

Third Period—4, Pittsburgh, Crosby 17
(Kunitz, Letan, 9),

Shots on GoaI—Plttsburgh 11-12-7—
30. Calgary 7-7-7-
Power- vlaylwlwrtum ies—Pittsburgh

0 of 3; Calgas
Fleury 25-11-5

Goalies— PYﬂSbquh

(21 shots-21 saves) Calgary, Hiller 17-15-
2(24-20), Ramo (5: -6).

A—19,289 (19, 289) 'r—

Calendar
— Stadium Series: Los Angeles
vs. San Jose at Santa Clara, Calif.
2 — NHL trade deadline.

Luis M. Awvarez/AP

Washington’s Jason Chimera, right, scores a goal against Anaheim
goalie llya Bryzgalov during the second period of Friday’s game in
Washington. The Capitals won 3-2 in a shootout.
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SKIING

Miller not
sure if he’ll
race again

By Pat GRAHAM
The Associated Press

BEAVER CREEK, Colo. — Bode Miller
said if his crash at the world champion-
ships was indeed his last race he’s all right
with that because his career has been “an
amazing ride.”

In his first interview since surgery on
his severed right hamstring tendon, Miller
told The Associated Press on Friday he is
still deciding whether to return next sea-
son. The 37-year-old skier and his wife
have a baby due in May, and Miller doesn’t
want to race if he “can’t commit the time
and energy to get the preparation done.

“The preparation is pretty demanding,
requires summers and requires unbeliev-
able commitment to fitness and the dry-
land program,” he added. “That’s just really
hard to juggle with my priorities right now.
I love racing. But I just don’t know.”

The six-time Olympic medalist sus-
tained a deep cut when his ski sliced him in
the crash during the super-G. Another cut
inside severed the tendon. He tried to get
doctors to sew up only the outside — and
deal with the tendon later — so he could
race Saturday in the downhill.

“If T was tougher than I am, I probably
could’ve had them sew the thing up and
leave the hamstring tendon completely
cut,” Miller said.

Hard to question his toughness. Miller
has made a living out of recovering from
big crashes and injuries. He had back sur-
gery in November, but returned in time to
race at the worlds, his goal all along.

Miller was skiing well Thursday and in
the lead and already looking toward the
next gate. That’s when the one he was pass-
ing proved troublesome.

“The gate just didn’t break away,” said
Miller, who’s from Franconia, N.H. “It re-
ally stuck on my arm and just jerked me
down. It was so quick. I had no chance to
make a recovery.”

He skied down to the finish, waved to the
crowd, hugged his family and then went to
the hospital for surgery.

A day later, he was still feeling “a little
banged up.”

But he quickly added, “I would be ski-
ing today if I hadn’t got that tendon. When
I first did it, I really thought I'd be OK. The
cut they showed on TV? There was another
cut inside of that one that cut the tendon in
half. That was the deal breaker.”

SHINICHIRO TANAKA, PENTAPHOTO/AP

Bode Miller crashes Thursday during the
men’s super-G at the alpine skiing world
championshipsin Beaver Creek, Colo.

~ o 2

ALessanoro TrovaTi/AP

Lindsey Vonn goes past a gate during the women’s downhill Friday at the alpine skiing world championships in Beaver Creek, Colo.

Vonn tries to regroup

After 2 races, American has only a bronze

By PAT GRAHAM
The Associated Press

BEAVER CREEK, Colo. — Two races,
one medal for Lindsey Vonn. Not gold, ei-
ther, but bronze.

This wasn’t exactly the start the skier
from nearby Vail was hoping for at the
world championships in front of a home
crowd.

But there are still events left for Vonn.
She announced after her fifth-place finish
in the downhill Friday that she was going
to compete in the giant slalom and the
Alpine combined, an even that combines
the times of one run of downhill and one
of slalom. Never mind she hasn’t been in
a slalom race in years, she’s going to give
ita go.

Nothing to lose.

“Although my chances of doing some-
thing there are slim, I will definitely be
giving 110 percent effort,” the 30-year-old
Vonn said. “Hopefully, make a miracle
happen.”

So far, these worlds have been dominat-
ed by Slovenia’s Tina Maze and Austria’s
Anna Fenninger. Maze won the downhill
race by 0.02 seconds over Fenninger.

Three days earlier in the super-G, Fen-
ninger held off Maze by 0.03 seconds.

“We are sharing our wins and good
races,” Fenninger said. “That’s why we are
good friends.”

Maze has a chance to medal in every
event at worlds. Should she do that, she will
join some elite company.

At the 1999 worlds in Beaver Creek,
Lasse Kjus of Norway captured five med-
als (two golds, three silvers). It’s a lot of ski-
ing and not many skiers attempt this sort
of feat.

“I'know I can do this. I knew that before
I came here,” Maze said. “Of course, it’s in
my mind, but thinking about it makes no
sense. You have to go day by day, from dis-
cipline to discipline. I know I can get it.”

Especially with Fenninger pushing her.

“I was at the start, watching Anna ski-
ing down. I knew she would be the one to
beat,” Maze said. “I saw her having really
good run. If I come down (in first), it’s a
good sign. I don’t know what Lindsey has,
because (Thursday) she didn’t have a good
training.”

It spilled over. She was off to a fast start
up top, much to the delight of the capacity
crowd. But she faded in the curvy middle
section and wound up fifth.

“Honestly, I did the best I could,” said
Vonn, who won a bronze in the super-G, the
only medal the Americans have through
three races. “I fought the whole way down.
I was so focused. I visualized the course a
thousand times. It just wasn’t a great run.
It was a good run, but not a top-five-worthy
run. There’s not a lot to be sad about.”

. Cree

Manco TrovaTiAP
Slovenia’s Tina Maze celebrates on

the podium after winning the women’s
downhill. It was her second medal after
winning silver in the super-G.
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NBA

Pelicans
hold off
Thunder

By MURRAY EvaNs
The Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — Peli-
cans coach Monty Williams isn’t
afraid to say what a lot of people
are thinking by now: Anthony
Davis might be turning into one
of the best clutch players in the
NBA.

He certainly made one of the

biggest shots of his career Friday
night.
Davis’ first three-pointer of the
season — a double-clutch attempt
with Kevin Durant and another
defender coming at him — beat
the buzzer and capped a 41-point
performance that lifted New Or-
leans over the Oklahoma City
Thunder 116-113 in a thrilling
game between Western Confer-
ence rivals fighting to reach the
playoffs.

“If you don’t want to be great,
step aside and let somebody else
be great,” Davis said. “Everybody
just wanted to be great tonight. I
know I had to be great. I want to
be great, so you have to be able to
accept the challenges.”

Davis also grabbed 10 re-
bounds and outdueled Thunder
guard Russell Westbrook, who
scored a career-high 48 points
to go with 11 assists and nine
rebounds. Westbrook, who had
45 points Wednesday in a win at
New Orleans, made three free
throws with 1.2 seconds left to tie
the game.

Davis took the ensuing in-
bounds pass from Tyreke Evans
and silenced a raucous sellout
crowd.

“We’ve been in so many close
games over the last four years.
Guys continue to step up and do
the best they can and tonight you
saw greatness ina guy that doesn’t
run from it,” Williams said.

“Obviously, you don’t get a lot
of time to celebrate in the NBA.
We’ve got to play tomorrow, but
I'm sure he feels and has felt
that he’s not just one of the better
players in the league, he might be
the best when it comes to being a
young guy who’s not afraid of the
moment.”

It was a huge moment for the
Pelicans. In the competitive
Western Conference, ninth-place
New Orleans moved to 27-23 and
took a two-game lead over Okla-
homa City (25-25). Both teams
are chasing the Phoenix Suns
(29-23) for the final playoff spot
in the West.

New Orleans also won the sea-
son series 3-1 over Oklahoma
City, a tiebreaker that would be
applied if both teams finish with
the same record.

Durant scored 27 points, in-
cluding a pair of threes in the
fourth quarter, but went 9-for-26
from the field.

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Di

Toronto
Brooklyn

Boston
Philadelphia
New Yort

Southeast Di
Atlanta 4;
Washington
Charlotte
Miami
Orlando

Central Di
Chicago
Cleveland
Milwaukee
Detroit
Indiana

Western Con!

Southwest Divisi

Memphis
Houston
Dallas
San Antonio
New Orleans
Northwest Di

Portland
Oklahoma City
Denver

Utal
Minnesota

Pacific Divi
Golden State

SBEBEENERRINEREY
)
2 ~
g
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L.A. Clippers 18 647 Th
Phoenix 23 558 1.

Sacramento 31 .35 22
L.A. Lakers 3 37 260 27

Thursday’s games
Charlotte 94, Washington 87
Cleveland 105, L A. Clippers 94
Dallas 101, Sacrament
Portiand 108, Phoenix 87

Toronto 123, L., A C\? Ders 107
Orlando 103, akers 97, OT
Indlana 103. Cieveland 99

ooklyn 92, New York 88
Atlanta 124‘ Golden State 116
Detroit 98, Denver 88
Boston 107, Philadelphia 96
New Orleans 116, oklahoma City 113
Houston 117, Mllwaukee
Minnesota 90,
Phoenix 100, Ut h 93
San Anlomc 98, Miami 85

rday 'S games

Chicago a( New Orleans
Brooklyn at Washington
Charlotte at Philadelphia
Golden State at New York
portland at Dallas
Boston at Milwaukee
Sacramento at Utah

LA. Cli pers at ok\ahoma City
L.A. Lakers at Clevelan
Atlanta at Memphis

Phoenix at Sacramento

Friday
Raptors 123, Clippers 107

A. CLIPPERS — Barnes 3-8 2-4 9, Grif-
fin 9 15 8-9 26, Jordan 4- el29, Paul 8-16
4-4 22, Rivers 6-11 0-1 12, Crawford 4-13
101120 HawesAsonS,J jones 0-2 0-0
0-0 0, Wilcox 0-0 0-0 0. Totals

0, Davi
3878 25.31 107
TORON' DeRozan 6-16 12-13 24,
A.Johnson 57 12 11 Valanciunas 2-4
0-0 4, Lowry 6-9 6-6 21, Vasquez 6-9 1-1
17, WIHIamS o8 Panerson 4-9 0-

0 11, Ros:
Stiemsma 0-00-00, FIeldS 0-10-00, Hans-

brough 0- 00 00. Tutals 40- 75 30-37 123.
L.A. Clipp 20 28-107
19 33 38 28-123
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 6-
23 (Paul 25, Cra 2-7, Hawes 1-2,
Barnes 1-5, Jones 0-1, Rivers 0-3), Toronto

n
13-30 (Vasquez 4-7, Williams 3-8, Patter-
son 3-6, Lowl ohnson 0cl, DeRo

2an 0-1, R53 0-3). Foulled Out—None. Re-
Bounds— b, Clippers 34 (Jordan, Barnes
7), Toronto 54 (DeRozan 9). Assists—L.A.
(Paul, Griffin 9),

Tomntc 25
A

Clippers defensive three second A=
19,800 (19,800).

Nets 92, Knicks 88

YORK — Amundson 3-5 00 6, An
5-1121, Smith 3-102-28, Gallo-

-1

-102-2 13, Gar-
e 1-43-4 5, Jack
-5 0-17, Lopez 11-

1-4 5, Bogdanovic

2-6 4- zB Jefferson 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 37-74
15-22

New York 21 24 25 18-88

Brooklyn 29 24 15 24-92

hree-Point Is—New k 624

on 11). Assist: rl
o Brooklyn 23 (Jack 8). Total Fouls—New
York 22, Brooklyn 19. A—17,732 (17,732).

New Orleans forward

Davis, left, shoots

Avonzo Apams/AP

front of
Oklahoma City Thunder forward Serge Ibaka during the fourth
quarter of Friday’s game in Oklahoma City.

Magic 103, Lakers 97 (OT)

L.A. LAKERS — Kelly 6-14 3-3 20, Black

-50-02, Sacre 4-12 2-2 10, Clarkson 6-14

-2 14, Ellmgton 3-10 2-3 10, Boozer 7- 13

1 14, Davis 2-6 0-2 4, Johnson 4

Lin 6-8 090 14, Young 0-6 0- 0 0 Totals
)7

7.
DO — Harris 14-18 4-4 34, Frye
-6 0-0 7, Vucevic 11-21 3-5 25, Payton 2-5

42-2 4, Fournier
'Qstélqn 120:02, Green 2-4 0- 0’5 Totais

LA, lakers 23 29 26 13 6-097
orlandu 26 12 31 22 12-103
ree-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 11-26
(Kelly 5-6, Lin 2-2, Ellington 2-7, Johnson
1-4, Clarkson 1-4, Young 0-3), Orlando

&

5715 (Harris 2-5, Fournler 1-1, Green 1-
1, Frye 1-4, A.Gol i

al
ers 27 (Clarkson 6) Grlando 26 (Payton
6). Total Fouls—| kers 13, Orlando
13. Technicals— E ngton, Frye, Vucevic,

Orlando defenswe three second. A—
15 206 (18,500).

Pacers 103, Cavaliers 99

CLEVELAND — James 10-21 5-8 25, Love
2-8 0-0 5, Mozgov 5-9 3-4 13, Irvlng 13-26
0-029, Smllh6140017 Shumpert 2-3 0.
06, Thcmpson 2-50-0 4‘ De\lavedova 0-: 3
0-0 0, Marion 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 40-89 8-12

— S.Hill 58 1-

111, West 915

-0
tington 1-1 0-0 2, Rudez 2-3 0-0 6. Totals
37-79 21-26 103.

31 24

l.‘leveland 15 29- 99

Indian: 20 20 36-103
Three Point Goals Cleveland 11-35

gov. ndiat
(West 13). Rasiote 2208 o dlS(Irvlng,
James 5), Indiana 26 (G.Hill 7). Total
Fouls—Cleveland 20, Indiana 14. Flagrant
Fouls—Hibbert. A—18,165 (18,165).

Timberwolves 90, Grizziles 89

IPHIS — Je.Green 5-13 5-9 15, Ran-
do\ph 3-7 0- 0 G Gaso\ 6-9 3-3 15, comey
13 15, 33 14, Allen 3-5 0-0 6,

Leuer 5000 i -0 4, Koufos 1-1
0-02, Calat heszsqu, JaGreen3 322
8. Totals 36-69 15-

INNES - gg s 6-11 67 18,

> 14, Pokovic 613 12 13,

-4 2-: 0-5 0-0 0. Totals 35-81
15-17 9
Memphis 23 20 26 20-89
Minnesota 19 22 25-90
Three-Point  Goals—Memphis  2-12

(Lee 1-2, Conley 1.5, Randolph 0-1, Udrih
u 1, Calathes 0-1, Je.Green 0-2), Minneso-

5-17 (Rubio 34, Williams 1-4, Martin
1 58 Lavme oL Wiggins 0-1, Young 0-1),

Rebounds
37(Rand0|p|’| 10) Mlnnesola45(V0ungS)
Assists—Memphis 19 (Conley 7), Minne-
Sota 17 (Rubio 5). Total Foul— Memphis
15, "Minnesota 21, Technicals--Minne:

sota defensive three second. A—14,388
(15,356)

Hawks 124, Warriors 116
DEN STATE — Barnes 6-12 0-0 12,
Green 6-14 0-2 12, Bogut 2-4 1-2 5, Curry
7 ZE Thompson 11-20 3-4
Iguodala 3-8 0-f U 8
ghl538006.L8e2'4004
3.0 6, Meadoo 0.0 0.0 0. Totals 47:103
10-15116.
ATLANTA — Carroll 4-6 3-4 12, Millsap
6-10 9-12 21, Horford 4-10 4-4 12, Teague
5-15 11-11 23, Korver 6-10 0-0 17, Antic 0-4

-2 2, Bazemore 4-6 0-0 11, Schroder 4-9
0-0 9, Scott 5-7 4-4 17. Totals 38-77 33-37
Golden State 25 21 33 31-116
Atlanta 21 31 37 35-124

Three-Point Goals—solden State 12-

arrol
0-1, Millsip 0-2). Fouled Out—Non

bounds- Golden State 59 (Green 20), A
lanta 45 (Horford 14). " Assists—Golden

al
24, Atlanta 19. Technicals—Green, Hor-
ford. A—19,225 (18,729).

Pistons 98, Nuggets 88
DENVER — Chandler 5-110-0 11, Farled

4-9 2-4 10, Nurkic 1-10 4-6 6, L:
12 7-8 20, Afflalo 3-7 0-0 6, Hart r|sl400
2, Ar(hur 4-9 2-2 10, Gallinari 4-10 2-2 12,
chksonESBOG, Green 0-1 0-0 0, Foye
4 0-0 3, Gee 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 33-85 17-

DETROIT — Singler 1-70-0 2, Monroe 7-
137-9 21, Drummond 6-13 1-4
tin 6-10 8-8 22, Caldwell-Pope 3-8
Butler 2-7 0-0 5, Tolliver 1-4 0-0 2, Meeks.
812 22 18, Lucas Il 24 0-0 4, Anthony
0-10-0 0, Jerebko 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 37-82

20-26 98.
Denver 21 21 20 26-88
Detroit 28 28 24 18-98

Three-Point Goals—Denver 5-22 (Gal-
linari 2-6, Lawson 1-2,Foye 1-4, Chandler

nre . Assist
22 (Lawson 9:). Detrowt 23 (Augustin }\1)

Total Fouls r 24, Detroit 16.

17,035 (22,076).
Suns 100, Jazz 93

Hayward 9-17 5-6 24, Favors
9142220 Kanter 3.8 0.2°6, Exum 2.4
0-0 6, Ingles 2-6 2-2 6, Gobert 67 T 10,
Burks 2-13 0-05, Milisap 0-2 0-0,0, Booker
1-3 1-2 3, Johnson 3-6 0-0 9. Totals 37-80
12-18 93.
PHOENIX — Tucker 4-6 1-2 12, Mark.
Morris 6-18 0-0 12, Plumlee 3-7 0-0 6,
Bledsoe 6-12 0-0 15, G.Dragic 4-8 0-2 9,
Marc) Morrls 11-17 7-8 34, Wright 0-2 0-
Shomas 3-9 2-3 10, Green 1.5 0-0 2.
Totals 5884 10-14 100.
tah 24 18 29 22-93

25 29 22 24-100

Three-Point_Goals—Utah 7-20 (Joh
son 3-5, Exum 2-3, Hayward 1-2, Burke 1-
7,Ingles 0-3), Phoenix 14-27 (Marc.Morris.
5.7, Bledsoe 3-3, Tucker 3-5, Thomas 2-6,

ut—Not
(Gobert 12), Pnoemx 50 (Marc.Morris 12).
Assists—Utah 23 (Hayward 5), Phoenix 20
(G.Dragic, Bledsoe 6). Total Fouls- Utah
16, Phoenix 16. A—18,055 (18,055).

Pelicans 116, Thunder 113

Cunningham 2-6 0-
23 10-10 41, Asik 2-3 1-2 5,
Gordon 3.9 0.0 8, Evans B-17 3.5 22, An’
derson 4-97-9 17, Pondexter 4-10 4-4 15,
Fredette 2-4 0-0 4, Ajinca 0-2 0-0 0. Totals
40-83 25-30 116.
OKLAHOMA CITY — Durant 9-26 6-7 27,
Ibaka 4-8 1-2 10, Adams 4-4 2-3 10, West-

38 030 6, Jones 0-0 0.0 0. Totals 40-89 25

29 24 30 33-116
Oklahoma City 33 23 25 32-113
Three-Point_Goals—New Orleans 11-

20 (Pondexters o Evans 3.6, Gordon 2-2,

Anderson 2-5, Davis 1-1, Cunningham 0-

1), Okiahoma City 8-24 ' (Westbrook 3-5,

Durant 3-10, Roberson 1-2, Ibaka 1-3, Mor-

rowo 1, Waiters 0-1, Jackson 0-2). Fouled

—Ibaka. Rebounds—New Orleans

55! (Evans, Davis 10), Oklahoma City 47

(Westbrook 9). Assists—New Orleans 26

(Evans 16), Oklahoma City 19 (Westbrook

11). Total Fouls—New Orleans 22, Okla-

homa City 23. Technicals—Evans, Adams,

Perkins. A—18,203 (18,203).

Rockets 117, Bucks 111

ILWAUKEE — Antetokounmpo 11-16
5+ 627 Dudley 2-40-05, Henson 6-9 0-0 12,
Knight 5-14 0-0 12, Middleton 4-11 2-2 10,
Mayo 5-13 0-0 11, O'Bryant 1-30-0 2, Bay-
less 6-10 1-4 13, ilyasova 3-10 0-0 6, Guti-
errez 553313, Totals 48-95 11-15 111.

New Orleans

ORI Totale 418 3028
Witwaukee 33 26 29-111
Houston 36 32 28 21-117
Three-Point Guals Mllwaukee 4-17
(nghtZ 6, Dudley © 1-4, llyas-

a 052, Middieton 04). Fouston 1537
CAriza 610, Smith

Houston 32 (Smith 8). Total
waukee 23, Houston 17. Technicals—Bay-
less, Houston defensive three second.
A=18,239 (18,023).

Celtics 107, 76ers 96

PHILADELPHIA — Covington 6-1:

Sims 6-10 0-2 12, Grant 0-4 1-4 1. Totals
-31 96,

TON — Turner 2-6 2-2 6, Sullinger
01839 22, Bass 4-7 4-4 13, Smart 1-6 1-2
3, Bradley 7-15 1-2 18, Crowder 4-6 2-4 11,
Zeller 6-10 4-6 16, Thornton 5-14 2-2 16,
Young 0-3 0-0 0, Pressey 1-10-0 2. Totals
39-86 19-25 107.

Philadelphia ls 21 21 21- 9%

Boston 31 15 32-107

Three-Point Goals Ph||adelph|a 11-
25 (Thompson 4-5, Mbah a Moute 3-6,
covmgton 3-8, McDaniels 1-3, Grant 0-1,
Sampson 0-1, Frazier 0- 1), Boston 10-
27 (Thornton 4-9, Bradley
Crowder 1-2,

delphia 22 (Frazier 11), Boston
). Total Fouls— pmlade\phua 19, Boston
24. A—18,322 (18,624).

Spurs 98, Heat 85

Deng 6-13 4-4 17, Bosh 7-18
0- 1 14 Andersens -70-0 10, Napier 2-70-0
4, Chalmers 2-8 2-2 7, Hamilton 1-4 0-0 2,
Haslem 1-30-0 2, Cole 2-4 0-0 4, Johnson
7 022 18, Ennis 3-6 0-0 7. Totals 36-80

89
SAN ANTONIO — Leonard 8-15 3-4 24,

1-50-0 3, Joseph 1-10-0 2, R.Williams 0-1
0-00. Totals 40-83 7-9 98,

2 20 24-85

san Antonio 25 21-98

Three-Point Goals—Miami 5-16 (John-

son 2-2, Den

Mills 1- 4 Eehnelll 0-2, Green 0- 3). Fouled
Out—None. Rebounds—Miami 42 (Ennis
8), san Antonto 48 (Duncan D). Assists—

Andersen.
poelstra, M\am\ defensive
ond, Baynes, San Antonio de-
fensive three second. A— 18,581 (18,797).

Scoring leaders

G FG FT PTS AVG
Harden, HOU 50 414 396

1357 27.1

James, 42 386 256 1096 26.1
westbmok OKC 36 325 253 938 26.1
Davis, NOR 45 432 256 1121 249
Anthony, NYK 39 349 185 940 24.1
Cousins, SAC 6 297 257 852 23.7
C 48 394 197 1136 237
Thompson, GOL 47 383 146 1061 22.6
Griffin, LAC 448 245 1149 225
Bryant, LAL 35 266 196 782 22.3
Irvi E 49 386 192 1068 21.8
Lillard, POR 50 365 219 1074 215
) 35 291 153 750 21.4
Bosh, MIA 42 326 171 881 21.0
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Jonn Bazemore/AP

Hawks center Al Horford is fouled by Golden State center Marreese Speights as he drives to the basket
on Friday in Atlanta. Horford had 12 points and 14 rebounds as the Hawks topped the Warriors 124-
116 in a showdown between the NBA'’s two conference leaders.

Roundup

Hawks take down Warriors

Atlanta prevails in showdown between conference leaders

Game: C Whiteside’s
ZK ratings on the rise

FROM BACK PAGE

“He DM’d me. I kind of re-
sponded back. I thought it was
funny,” Whiteside said of the
Twitter exchange, with the Heat
turning their attention to Friday
night’s game against the San An-
tonio Spurs, the final stop on their
four-game trip that got off to a
shaky 1-2 start. Miami wound up
losing to the Spurs, 98-85, to fin-
ish the trip 1-3..

Whiteside said the social-media
fallout regarding his 2K passion
has been another element of his
unexpected celebrity.

“It’s funny to me. I'm enjoying
it,” he said. “I've been playing 2K
since I was young. And we always
Jjoked around, saying if my player
was ever in the game, if you make
it to the NBA, you want your play-
er to be as good as possible.

“Soit’s funny when you're play-
ing as yourself on there, and you
know you can do stuff, but you
can’t do it (in the game).”

That’'s why he requested a
higher rating for his mid-range
shooting, an unexpected aspect
he has displayed in recent games.
And he’s not shy about taking
them, with a jumper the only shot
he missed during his 12-for-13
performance in the 102-101 loss
to the Timberwolves.

Asked about the reply he re-
ceived, Whiteside said, “It’s just
kind of what you do on the court. I
hit a couple of mid-range jumpers,
so he might add a better rating.”

For now, Whiteside said he has
been unable to unlock or secure
any cheat codes of his video ver-
sion, even as he cozies up to the
game’s staff.

“Nah, I need some, though,” he
said with a smile.

Spoelstra said the video-game
Whiteside is the least of his
concerns.

“As long as it’s not stopping him
from coming to work an hour and
a half before, an hour and a half
after,” he said. “As long as he’s
committing to the player-devel-
opment program that we talked
about when I met with him eye-
ball to eyeball, I don’t care about
that.

“Maybe if he was doing that in-
stead of committing to the player
development, then I'd be.”

And, no, he has never played
the game.

“I have just heard from my
nephew that the coach of the
Miami Heat doesn’t look like me,”
Spoelstra said. “He’s eight.”

Spoelstra explained that when
it was his turn to have his image
digitized for the game, the spe-
cial equipment broke.

Until this return to the league
and breakthrough, Whiteside
said he had to create his own
Hassan Whiteside video version.
He did not go so far, though, as to
scan his image into the game.

“Nah,” he said, “I never did
that. It was just another guy. I
was a point guard, 6-7.”

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The Atlanta Hawks climbed back
to the top of the NBA standings by leaning on their
depth.

Jeff Teague scored 23 points and the Atlanta
Hawks overcame Golden State’s one-two backcourt
punch with balance, beating the Warriors 124-116
on Friday night in a showdown between the NBA’s
two conference leaders. Seven Hawks scored in
double figures.

“Ithink we share the ball more than they do,” said
Atlanta’s Dennis Schroder, who had nine points and
seven assists off the bench. “I think that’s why we
‘won the game tonight.”

The anticipated matchup did not disappoint. It
was tied 52-all at halftime and Atlanta led by four
entering the final period.

Back-to-back three-pointers by Mike Scott and
Kyle Korver, who each had 17 points, helped stretch
the lead.

The Hawks (42-9, .824) passed the Warriors (39-9,
.813) for the league’s best record.

It was tempting for all — with the possible excep-
tion of Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer — to view
the game as a possible NBA Finals preview.

“I don’t think one bit about that,” Budenholzer
said without a smile after the game.

The Warriors leaned on their one-two punch of
Klay Thompson, who had 29 points, and Stephen
Curry, who had 26 with nine assists. Golden State
had only two other scorers in double figures.

Al Horford had 12 points and 14 rebounds, despite
playing only eight minutes in the second half due to
foul trouble, and Paul Millsap had 21.

Nine of the 11 points Teague scored in the final
frame came on free throws.

“They were good,” said Warriors coach Steve
Kerr. “They were better than us. We broke down de-
fensively. They had a lot to do with that because of

the way they stretch you out.”

Timberwolves 90, Grizzlies 89: Ricky Rubio
shook off an ankle injury in the fourth quarter to
score eight points in the final 1:47 and host Minne-
sota snapped Memphis’ winning streak at eight.

Pacers 103, Cavaliers 99: C.J. Miles had 26
points, George Hill converted a key four-point play
and host Indiana ended Cleveland’s winning streak
at 12 games.

Spurs 98, Heat 85: Kawhi Leonard had 24 points
and his team beat visiting Miami in their first meet-
ing since San Antonio’s victory in the NBA Finals.

Nets 92, Knicks 88: Brook Lopez had 22 points
and nine rebounds, and Jarrett Jack made a clutch
three-pointer with 13.8 seconds left to help Brook-
lyn beat visiting New York.

Rockets 117, Bucks 111: NBA scoring leader
James Harden had 33 points and hit three of his
team’s 15 three-pointers in Houston’s victory over
visiting Milwaukee.

Raptors 123, Clippers 107: DeMar DeRozan
scored 24 points, Kyle Lowry had 21 and host To-
ronto overcame a 20-point deficit to hand Los Ange-
les its fourth loss in five games.

Suns 100, Jazz 93: Marcus Morris scored 24 of
his career-high 34 points in the first half and had
a career-best 12 rebounds in host Phoenix’s victory
over Utah.

Magic 103, Lakers 97 (OT): Tobias Harris had
a career-high 34 points and host Orlando snapped
a 10-game losing streak with the victory over Los
Angeles.

Celtics 107, 76ers 96: Jared Sullinger had 22
points, eight rebounds and seven assists to help Bos-
ton beat visiting Philadelphia for its third straight
victory.

Pistons 98, Nuggets 88: Greg Monroe had 21
points and a career-high 21 rebounds and host De-
troit cruised past slumping Denver.

WinsLow Townson/AP

The Celtics’ Marcus Thornton has his shot blocked by Miami center
Hassan Whiteside. The strong play of Whiteside has been a pleasant
surprise for the Heat after they signed the 25-year-old in November
after he played last season in Lebanon and China.
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Earning their wings
Hawks get statement win over
West-leading Warriors » Page 31
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Miami Heat center Hassan Whiteside [ [l 3

has been one of the surprises of -~

the season so far in the NBA. The - % § I eSI e S ueS Or
former NBA afterthought has raised

eyebrows with his often dominant

T ' digital respect paying
real dividends for Heat

By IraA WINDERMAN
The Sun Sentinel

he desire from Hassan Whiteside has
been relentless — to make his mark,

to prove his worth, to show how he
rates — on NBA 2K15.
OK, perhaps it hasn’t reached that point. And
it’s safe to say that making points with Miami
Heat coach Erik Spoelstra remains the priority over
the video game.

But since he mentioned his passion for the game — and im-
proving his rating — the emerging center has decided to ride
the video wave beyond nights such as Wednesday in Minnesota,
when he had 24 points and 20 rebounds.

That had him this week going back and forth with NBA 2K

digital-marketing manager Ronnie Singh about the ex-
panding diversity of his repertoire.
- From Whiteside’s Twitter account: “I hope
you see this mid range jumpers and lobs I
got that.”
From Singh’s, “I see you bro.”
Already, Whiteside’s rating has gone from
the upper S0s to the high 70s, a formula that
is updated through the web based on the center’
nightly performances.
SEE GAME ON PAGE 31

-2 NBA 2K 2K15@ {¥  +2 Follow
@NBA2K

Tweet He deserved it, he asked
(vine.co/v/OThZrDjl97h) & he got it. Roster

-
rel lef update live: @youngwhiteside has moved
from 59->77 w/ eraser #NBA2K15
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