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ideas for

Capt. Nicholas Ingham shows his scars

as he waits to be discharged from Walter Reed
National Military Medical Center in Bethesda,
Md. The 27-year-old Marine was injured during

By ERNEsTO LONDONO
The Washington Post

hortly after midnight on this frig-
id night, Capt. Nicholas Ingham
arrived at Bagram Air Field, Af-
ghanistan, in the belly of an Air
Force C-130. As the back door swung
open, flooding the cabin with light, the
heavily sedated Marine, strapped onto a
stretcher, blinked away a tear. A black-
and-white American flag tattooed on his
chest rose and fell gently as a ventilator
pumped air into his collapsed lung.

A team of doctors, nurses and medi-
cal technicians assigned to the trauma
center here gently offloaded Ingham
and a handful of other injured troops
with mechanical precision, the first
stop on their journey home.

It would be the same journey thou-
sands of wounded warriors had made
before them.

These days, 12 years after the start
of America’s longest war, far fewer
U.S. troops are being killed or wound-

ed in Afghanistan. The military’s draw-
down has picked up pace, and Afghans
have begun to shoulder the brunt of the
fighting. But the war continues to churn
out American casualties by the dozen
each week. Their injuries rarely make
headlines.

a car explosion set off by an insurgent.
PHotos BY Nikki Kann/The Washington Post

As long war in Afghanistan winds down, risks still prove real

Still, military health care experts
say those wounded in battle are coming
home more severely injured than at any
time since 2006, a sobering sign of the
strength of the insurgency at the twilight
of the war. Many of the injured arrive on
the medical evacuation flights that land
twice a week at Joint Base Andrews in
Maryland physically intact but mentally
wrecked, struggling with the demons
of multiple deployments over the past
decade.

Their caretakers, part of a massive
wartime medical evacuation system that
is being wound down, have a rare and
often grim vantage on the final chap-
ter of the Afghan War — a conflict that
is increasingly being endured, rather
than fought, largely out of sight.

SEE LAST ON PAGE 3

Marine Lance Cpl. Paul Shupert’s
family has found comfort in the fact
that Shupert’s sense of humor hasn’t
waned after suffering injuries in war.

retirement
makeover

By Curis CARROLL
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Amid attempts to
reduce military personnel spending, the
Pentagon on Thursday presented its of-
ficial thinking on the politically touchy
issue of how to remake the military re-
tirement system.

If enacted, the proposals would result
in lower benefits for future troops who
retire after full careers, but as a trade-
off, could also make many more troops
eligible for some retirement pay.

The Pentagon prepared the report,
“Concepts for Modernizing Military
Retirement,” for the congressionally
mandated Commission on Military Com-
pensation and Retirement Moderniza-
tion, which is conducting a broad study
of how the department pays its current
troops and retirees. The commission’s
report is due in February 2015.

“This is not a proposal, it’s not a
plan, and it’s not a recommendation,”
Pentagon spokesman Lt. Cmdr. Nate
Christensen said. “It’s something we’re
required to submit to the commission
for their use as they work toward an ul-
timate recommendation to Congress and
the president.”

The Military Times was the first to re-
port on the paper Thursday.

Officials say the options were pre-
pared under the principle that changes
would not apply to currently serving
troops or to current retirees.

SEE RETIREMENT ON PAGE 5
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“I thought it would be
better than if | lived my
whole life as an employee,
with all of my efforts going
toward benefiting others,
and not myself.”

— Adel Abd EISadk, on running one

of Egypt's informal businesses that run
outside the control of the government

See story on Page 11
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The burn pit at Balad Air Base, Iraq, was in full operation in 2008.

Soldiers’ suits over waste
disposal revived by court

By Larry O’DELL
The Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. — A federal
appeals court on Thursday re-
vived dozens of lawsuits by sol-
diers and others who claim they
were harmed by improper waste
disposal while serving in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

The lawsuits claim Houston-
based contractors KBR and Hal-
liburton Co. exposed soldiers to
toxic emissions and contami-
nated water when they burned
waste in open pits without prop-
er safety controls. U.S. District
Judge Roger W. Titus in Mary-
land dismissed the lawsuits last
year, ruling that the contractors
could not be sued because they
were essentially an extension of

the military.

But a three-judge panel of the
Richmond-based 4th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals said in its
unanimous decision that the con-
tractors are protected only if they
were following explicit instruc-
tions from the military. The court
said Titus improperly tossed the
case without sufficient evidence
on that issue.

“In short, although the evi-
dence shows that the military
exercised some level of oversight
over KBR’s burn pit and water
treatment activities, we simply
need more evidence to deter-
mine whether KBR or the mili-
tary chose how to carry out these
tasks,” Judge Henry F. Floyd
wrote for the appeals court.

The consolidated cases now

Stars and Stripes

go back to Titus for further
proceedings.

“We are pleased with the deci-
sion and look forward to our day
in court,” said Susan L. Burke, at-
torney for the soldiers. “The 4th
Circuit clarified the law in a way
that’s quite helpful. The decision
makes it clear nobody can stand
in the shoes of the sovereign and
get immunity if they’re doing
things contrary to what the sov-
ereign directed them to do.”

The two sides disagree on
whether the contractors were fol-
lowing military instructions.

The lawsuits claim that the
open burning of waste by the con-
tractors caused serious physical
injuries, including cancer and
permanent respiratory damage.

Health & Fitness
Music...cuuensenes

Afghan official: Bomb
at market kills 5
KANDAHAR, Afghanistan —

An Afghan provincial official said
a motorcycle bomb was remotely

d in a crowded market in

the country’s south, killing five

people and wounding eight.
Omar Zawagq, the spokesman

for the governor of southern
Helmand province, said the mo-
torcycle exploded Friday in the
center of the market in Marjah.
It’s a restive district, about 15
miles from the provincial capital
of Lashkar Gah.

No one immediately took re-

Taliban insurgents.

Marjah was the site of one of
the largest U.S and Afghan of-
fensives in 2010. However, the
Taliban have returned slowly to
areas from which they previously
were driven out. Local residents
say Taliban rule in nearly 80 per-
cent of the province.

USS Taylor
being towed
to Crete for
repair work

BY STEVEN BEARDSLEY
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — A Navy frig-
ate moored off Turkey’s coast
since it ran aground in the Black
Sea last month is being towed to
Crete for repairs.

The USS Taylor will have its
propeller hub and blades replaced
at the Navy base in Souda Bay, a
process expected to take several
weeks, said a spokesman for U.S.
Naval Forces Europe-Africa. The
ship then will finish its deploy-
ment in European and Middle
Eastern waters.

A contracted tug boat began
moving the ship Friday.

The Taylor ranaground while at-
tempting to moor in Samsun, Tur-
key, on Feb. 12, and has remained
pierside for damage inspection
since the incident. No one was in-
jured during the grounding.

Cmdr. Dennis Volpe, the ship’s
commanding officer, was relieved
of duty after an initial inquiry into
the incident, with another officer
taking interim command.

The guided-missile frigate en-
tered the Black Sea on Feb. 4 with
the amphibious command ship
Mount Whitney. The Navy called
the visit routine, although it was
timed around the Sochi Olympic
Games and was announced by the
Pentagon in January after terror-
ist groups threatened to disrupt
the events at the Russian Black
Sea resort.

As the Taylor departed Sam-
sun on Friday, another Navy war-
ship entered the Black Sea. The
guided-missile destroyer USS
Truxtun passed the Bosporus
Strait on the way to training with
the Bulgarian and Romanian na-
vies, according to a photo tweeted
by Agence France-Presse.

The Truxtun, partofthe George
H.W. Bush Carrier Strike Group,
enters the Black Sea at a time of
heightened tensions on Ukraine’s
Crimean Peninsula, where Rus-
sian troops have taken over key
military installations. The Navy
has called the Truxtun visit rou-
tine and unrelated to the crisis.

lity for the but
the area has a heavy presence of

From The Associated Press

bear ipes.com
Twitter: @sjbeardsley
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Last: Injury severity score in Afghanistan has risen gradually since '06

FROM FRONT PAGE

“Are you feeling any pain?”
Maj. Scott Zakaluzny, a surgeon
at Bagram’s hospital, asked Ing-
ham as his colleagues inspected
the gashes torn into his back,
arms and legs by shrapnel from a
suicide bombing. Looking miser-
able, Ingham, 27, opened his eyes
slightly and shook his head.

mEEm

In Washington, among poli-
cymakers, the Afghan War is
increasingly discussed with ex-
asperation, like a curse. It is the
type of warfare the United States
must avoid at all cost, President
Barack Obama argued during his
State of the Union address.

“We must fight the battles that
need to be fought,” Obama told
those in attendance, among them
a soldier disfigured by a roadside
bomb in Afghanistan. “Not those
that terrorists prefer from us
— large-scale deployments that
drain our strength and may ulti-
mately feed extremism.”

Also in the House chamber
that night was Rep. Adam Kinz-
inger, R-IIL, a former Air Force
pilot who flew intelligence and
medevac missions in Irag and
Afghanistan.

“I think there is a sense in the
military that Americans are not
paying attention anymore,” he
had told a reporter a few weeks
earlier, shortly after returning
from a visit to Kabul. “I think
they’re right, to be honest. There
is a sense that it’s over, but it’s
not.”

There are roughly 33,700 U.S.
troops in Afghanistan, down from
a peak of more than 100,000 in
spring 2011. Those who have been
wounded in Afghanistan have
had a better chance at survival
than in any previous U.S. war —a
result of stunning achievements
in battlefield care.

But in some ways, combat med-
ics say, the work in Afghanistan
has become more challenging.
The injury severity score, a mea-
sure that takes into account the
extent of a patient’s wounds, has
gone up gradually in Afghanistan
since 2006, according to data
compiled by the military.

Col. Kirby Gross, a physician
who studies trauma care for
wounded troops and who is de-
ployed at Bagram, struggled to
find the right words to explain
how insurgents have become so
proficient at killing and maiming
American servicemembers.

“They’re nimble,” was as much
of a compliment as he was willing
to pay.

Medical professionals say the
combat evacuation system that
sprang up at the height of the
Iraq War to care for the wounded
is being pared down. In Decem-
ber, Bagram became the only
base in Afghanistan with a top-
tier trauma center, which means
that patients across the battle-
field in need of specialized care
face longer journeys. As the foot-
print becomes smaller in coming
months, the margin of error will
widen, said Lt. Col. Mary Danko,
the chief Air Force flight nurse in
Bagram.

“Right now, it’s a great pro-
cess we have,” she said. “But you
worry about the one life you won’t

Maryland. Shupert lost part of a leg after stepping on a land mine in

be able to save because of the lack
of resources.”

At the U.S. military hospital in
Landstuhl, Germany, the three
miles of hallways that were once
brimming with war victims are
now largely empty. Air Force Lt.
Col. David Zonies, the chief of
trauma and critical care at Land-
stuhl, expressed longer-term
concerns on this morning, noting
that when his tour is up, he won’t
be replaced. The same goes for
his partner.

“There’s a very serious concern
that we will potentially not learn
the lessons of this war for the
next one,” he said. “After Korea
and Vietnam, the money ran
out, the resources ran out, skills
started to wane. Are we going to
make the same mistake after this
conflict?”

Emm

Ingham had deployed twice
before to Afghanistan during
periods when U.S. troops battled
insurgents every day. His last
wartime assignment was to lead a
group of Georgian soldiers tasked
with preventing militants from
firing rockets into a sprawling
NATO base in Helmand province,
in southwestern Afghanistan.

Early in the afternoon of Dec.
14, a lone driver in a blue sedan

Niki Kaun/AP
Marine Lance Cpl. Paul Shupert, 22, waits to be carried off the plane at Andrews Air Force Base. in

steered his vehicle toward a pa-
trol he was leading. The Geor-
gian soldiers appeared edgy, and
Ingham worried that if they over-
reacted, he could have a civilian
casualty incident on his watch.
So he walked toward the driver,
alone, hoping to wave him off.

“Civilian casualties in Afghan-
istan are a particularly touchy
subject,” he said later. “I was
trying to prevent something that
could have turned into a very bad
event.”

As Ingham moved toward the
car, the driver pressed on toward
him. The lanky captain raised
his rifle in a final effort to get
him to back off. By then, he was
close enough to hear the man at
the wheel utter “Allahu akbar,”
or “God is great,” words that
could have meant only one thing
in that context. Ingham opened
fire, pumping 18 bullets into the
driver, whose vehicle continued
to inch toward him.

“Iturned around and got a step
and a half and it exploded,” Ing-
ham said, comparing the fury of
the blast to a massive wave that
thrusts you from behind. The
explosion sent the car’s engine
flying 100 meters and dug out a
massive crater in the ground. As
he limped away from the plume

Fewer wounded, but more severely

Although the number of troops wounded in action has gone
down, the severity of the injuries has grown.
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THE WASHINGTON POST

of smoke toward his men, Ingham
took a breath and realized he had
been badly hurt.

“I felt my lung bubbling,” he
said, recounting the attack and its
aftermath weeks later at Walter
Reed National Military Medical
Center in Bethesda, Md. “I knew
something had gone through my
chest.”

[N ]

Ingham’s doctors expect he
will make a full recovery and
could soon lead Marines in com-
bat again. But as he spoke on this
morning, he was surrounded by
servicemembers who won’t. One,
Lance Cpl. Paul Shupert, who had
been deployed in the same prov-
ince as Ingham, had arrived at
Walter Reed a few weeks before,
missing part of his right leg.

“It’s a shame you guys are com-
ing home hurt,” Ingham told the
22-year-old Marine, shaking his
head.

“We know what we signed up
for,” Shupert replied quietly, his
legs draped by a heavy black
blanket with leopard-print edges.

There was no sense talking
Shupert out of following in his
father’s footsteps when, at 17, he
persuaded his parents in Jeffer-
son City, Tenn., to sign a waiver
allowing him to join the Marines.
When he deployed to Afghanistan
for the first time last summer, his
mother was paralyzed by fear.

“Everyone was thinking I was
taking it too hard,” Tonya Shupert
said. “They think the war’s over.”

Tonya Shupert is nothing if not
a patriot, often donning “Marine
Corps Mom” T-shirts. But like
many in military families, she
struggled to understand why men
such as her son were still being
sent to Afghanistan.

“I think there are some things
we shouldn’t be involved in,” she
said one evening while doing
laundry at the patient living quar-
ters. “Some of those people have
been fighting for years and years,
and us going there is not going to
change that.”

The war changed her son per-
manently the afternoon of Nov.
25, after he volunteered to help
explosive ordnance disposal ex-

perts search a compound.

Shupert had carefully followed
the footsteps of the Marine in
front of him, mindful that the
compound could be surrounded
by land mines.

“I guess I must have missed a
spot,” he would say later. “I did
back flips through the air and re-
member landing on my back and
looking at my legs. My pants were
blown off, and I saw it had taken
off the foot.”

Shupert has not allowed him-
self a moment of self-pity since
that day, arguing that dwelling
on his loss will not make the limb
grow back. When he first saw his
family at Walter Reed after being
evacuated, they were comforted
that he had not lost his sense of
humor. The ordeal was a perfect
excuse for a new tattoo, Shupert
told them. He would ink the words
“Part A” on his thigh and label his
prosthetic leg “Part B.”

mEEm

After each flight arrives at An-
drews, Army Col. Michael Worth
writes a report with tiny narra-
tives about each wounded war-
rior he has debriefed.

A few are bizarre, for instance
the ordeal of a female lieutenant
nurse who was accidentally shot
in the foot by her boss.

“She doesn’t know precisely
what her boss was doing to cause
the discharge,” wrote Worth, who
is tasked with making sure pa-
tients get to the right final desti-
nation for additional care.

Some of the narratives are
haunting. Only after failing to get
a young soldier to talk after one
flight did Worth realize that the
Army Ranger had sustained seri-
ous wounds to his genitals.

Itis perhaps the mental wounds
that trouble the colonel the most.
He recently welcomed home an
Army couple. The wife, a staff
sergeant assigned to a transpor-
tation unit who had been deployed
seven times, shot herself in the
abdomen in an apparent suicide
attempt. Her husband was re-
lieved to be home but ashen as he
escorted his unconscious spouse
off the plane.

Like most military officers,
Worth tries to focus on the mis-
sion and not dwell on the politics
of war.

“We execute the lawful orders
of the president,” he said. “What
1 see on the airplane is a conse-
quence of that, and I'm here to
help them and deal with them.
Any thoughts I have as a private
citizen will have to wait until T
leave.”

There was stoic silence among
the military personnel awaiting
Shupert’s flight on a cold, windy
evening in early December. As
the plane turned on its landing
lights and tipped its nose down,
it was commanded to turn back
skyward and circle overhead for
more than 30 minutes. Vice Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s team was ready
to take off for a trip to Asia, so
authorities at Andrews froze all
other movement on the airfield.

On the ground, some in the
medical team awaiting Shupert
shivered, but they kept their
thoughts to themselves. The Ma-
rine never knew the flight was di-
verted. Told about it later, his only
reaction was: “Oh.”
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Say what?

Porn, hair, and the
wayward general

A sample of reader
comments from

stripes.com

On Thursday, Brig. Gen.
Jeffrey Sinclair pleaded guilty
to adultery, improper rela-
tionships with three other
female officers, impeding an
investigation and watching
pornography on his personal
computer on a military base
in Afghanistan. The trial at
Fort Bragg, N.C., continues.

Readers respond:

Busted to bird, dismissal from
service, no retirement benefits,
but that's in a perfect world.

— Bill Volks

That's in a world with account-
ability. We all know there’s no
accountability in the American
military unless you are low
ranking.

— BigEasy01

When is she going to be
charged under the U.C.M.J.?
— Piishii

Actually, she’s facing a board
of inquiry and will probably be
separated from the service. All
of the whining about “immu-
nity” is based on conjecture,
rather than fact. The perception
is that she got immunity, but
that is simply not the case.

— RangerJoel2

As a part of her immunity, she
accepted a written letter of
reprimand, which would kill
her career, and submitted her
resignation papers.

— bwijijsdtd

Lives distroyed, reputations
shattered, and a heck of a lot
of taxpayer dollars down the
drain. The sooner this disas-
ter is over and done with the
better.

— Unexpected View

Consensual sex by a married
General with a subordinate is
against policy at any rate. The
man deserves to be drummed
out.

— SempliceCittadino

What’s up with that hair? :0
— lewis courtney

Join the fray at:
stripes.com/go/sinclair

Sexual assault prosecution bill fails

Effort to change military’s process for assault, rape cases fails to clear Senate

By Curis CARROLL
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — A Senate measure to
strip military commanders of authority over
prosecutions of sexual assaults and other se-
rious crimes failed Thursday in a procedural
vote.

The bill known as the Military Justice Im-
provement Act needed 60 votes under Senate
rules in order to end debate and move to a
final vote, but received SS. Even if the bill had
passed, however, a similar measure is con-
sidered highly unlikely to pass the House of
Representatives.

It was championed by Sen. Kirsten Gilli-
brand, D-N.Y., who said placing prosecution
authority with independent military prosecu-
tors, rather than with the chain of command,
would encourage reporting by victims now in-
timidated to do so because of retaliation from
superiors.

The Defense Department estimated fewer
than 20 percent of victims of unwanted sexual
contact in 2012 actually reported the incidents.
DOD leaders have lined up to strongly oppose
the measure, which they said could damage
good order and discipline in the military.

Meanwhile, a competing measure passed
unanimously and will be voted on Monday.
That measure, backed by Sen. Claire Mc-
Caskill, D-Mo., would enact new protections
for sexual assault victims while making less
radical changes to the Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice.

Gillibrand’s long-debated bill received
strong endorsements as well as passionate

criticism in the hours of debate leading up to
Thursday’s vote.

Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., said she would
support McCaskill’s bill because it made some
useful changes in military law to support sex-
ual assault victims. But Gillibrand’s bill goes
further, and was “the one opportunity to bring
about the changes that survivors of rape and
the survivors of sexual assault are asking for.”

But Sen. Lindsay Graham said passage of the
bill would be like telling military commanders
they were “fired” from the job of policing sex-
ual assault in the ranks.

“The worst thing that can happen in a unit is
for the commander to say ‘this is no longer my
problem,”” an animated Graham said.

He attributed the bill, which had received bi-
partisan support from a majority of senators, to
“liberal people wanting to gut the military jus-
tice system — social engineering run amok.”

Gillibrand said the opinion of military vic-
tims of sexual assault on the matter was clear.

“It’s not whether anyone in this chamber
trusts the chain of command,” she said. “The
people who do not trust the chain of command
are the victims.”

An advocate for military sexual assault vic-
tims who supported Gillibrand’s bill blasted the
result, but said that supporters would continue
to lay the ground for its eventual passage.

“Itis a travesty that this very practical, con-
servative measure, supported by a substantial
majority of the Senate and 60 percent of Amer-
icans was blocked by a procedural filibuster,”
said Nancy Parrish, president of Protect Our
Defenders. “We may have lost this battle due
to political maneuverings, but effective reform

will be accomplished. It is only a matter of
time.”

The debate came at a time of growing frus-
tration and outrage over the military’s seem-
ing inability to reverse an apparently growing
number of sexual assaults in the ranks. About
5,400 instances of sexual assault or “unwanted
sexual contact” were reported within the U.S.
military last fiscal year, a 60 percent rise from
2012, the Pentagon said last week.

Also Thursday, Stars and Stripes reported
that the Army had recently suspended its top
sexual assault prosecutor, Lt. Col. Joseph “Jay”
Morse, after another sexual assault prosecutor
said he had groped and tried to kiss her against
her will at a sexual assault legal conference in
2011.

How the Morse matter will play into the de-
bate is unclear, however. While Gillibrand and
her supporters argue rising reports of sexual
assault in the military and concurrent low re-
porting of assaults makes reform necessary,
opponents say giving authority over prosecu-
tions to independent prosecutors won’t help the
problem.

One powerful opponent of Gillibrand’s bill,
Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman
Carl Levin, D-Mich., said commanders have to
solve the problem.

“I believe that the strongest, most effective
approach we can take to reduce sex assault is
to hold commanders accountable for establish-
ing and maintaining a command climate that
does not tolerate sexual assault,” he said before
the votes.

carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

Prosecutors:

By MICHAEL BIESECKER
The Associated Press

FORT BRAGG, N.C. — On the
verge of tears, the captain whose
sexual assault accusations trig-
gered the prosecution of an Army
general took to the witness stand
Friday, testifying that the two
had frequent trysts and that she
thought her commander’s wife
knew about her.

Asked by a prosecutor to iden-
tify her abuser, the woman’s eyes
darted quickly in the direction
of Brig. Gen. Jeffrey A. Sinclair,
seated at the defense table. She
pointed at the man with whom she
admits violating military law by

James Rosinson, THE FaverTevite (N.C.) OBSERVER/AP

Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Sinclair leaves court on Tuesday at Fort Bragg, N.C.

Gen. Sinclair coerced captain into affair

could be sentenced to life in prison
if convicted of sexual assault.

Defense lawyers portray Sin-
clair as the victim of overzealous
prosecutors under political pres-
sure to make an example of him,
despite weak evidence and an ac-
cuser with a history of telling lies.

Defense attorney Ellen C. Brot-
man began opening statements by
reading the jury — composed of
five two-star generals — excerpts
from the woman’s diary, written
during the affair. Even after he is
alleged to have threatened to kill
her loved ones, she wrote of desire
for him, Brotman said, and the
only fear she expressed was that
he might still love his wife.

having a three-year-long affair.

The trial begins as the Pentagon
is under intense scrutiny over rev-
elations of rampant rape and sex-
ual misconduct within the ranks.
Sinclair, 51, is believed to be the
highest ranking U.S. military of-
ficer to ever face court-martial on
sexual assault charges.

The Associated Press generally
does not identify those who say
they were sexually assaulted.

In opening statements Friday,
lead prosecutor Lt. Col. Robert
Stelle painted Sinclair, 51, as a
man who used his authority to in-
timidate and coerce a female offi-
cer nearly 20 years his junior into

Sergeant sentenced for
taping female cadets

FORT DRUM, N.Y. — An Army
sergeant who had been accused of
secretly photographing and video-
taping at least a dozen women at
the U.S. Military Academy at West
Point has pleaded guilty in a court-
martial, officials said Friday.

Sgt. 1stClass Michael McClendon
agreed to a plea bargain Wednes-
day that includes a 33-month sen-

tence, loss of pay, a reduction in
rank to private and a bad-conduct
discharge, according to officials at
Fort Drum in northern New York.

MecClendon was charged last
year with dereliction of duty, mis-
treatment, entering a women’s
bathroom without notice and tak-
ing and possessing inappropriate
photos and videos of women who
were naked or in various states of
undress.

From The Associated Press

sex and then threatened to kill her
and her family if she told anyone.

Twice, according to the prose-
cution, he ended arguments about
their relationship by unbuttoning
his pants and forcing her head into
his lap to perform oral sex.

The former deputy commander
of the 82nd Airborne, Sinclair

“I'm so in love with him,” Brot-
man read from the diary. “I do
know that Ilove himincredibly. ... I
love him almost unconditionally.’

On Thursday, Sinclair pleaded
guilty to three lesser charges that
could send him to prison for up to
15 years — a move sure to end his
military career.
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Two Marines
relieved in fatal
Calif. explosion

By JENNIFER HLAD
Stars and Stripes

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. —
Two Marines have been relieved
after a report found that the ex-
plosion that killed four explo-
sive ordnance disposal Marines
here in November likely was
caused when a 40 mm round was
“dropped, kicked or bumped” in
the demolition pit.

Staff Sgt. Mathew R. Marsh,
Gunnery Sgt. Gregory J. Mullins,
Sgt. Miguel Ortiz and Staff Sgt.
Eric W. Summers died Nov. 13
after the explosion at Zulu impact
area. The investigation could not
establish exactly what caused the
round to go off, said Capt. Ryan
Welsh, a spokesman for the base.

“We’ll never know the exact
cause,” Welsh said.

The officer in charge and the
staff noncommissioned officer
in charge, a Marine captain and
master sergeant, have been re-
lieved for a “loss of trust and con-
fidence in their ability to ensure
proper preparation for and con-
duct of EOD proficiency train-
ing and lack of adherence to the
established norms,” according to
the Marines news release.

The four Explosive Ordnance
Disposal Marines were clearing
the range of unexploded ord-
nance and were consolidating
it as part of an annual training
exercise, according to a Marine
report about the results of the in-
vestigation. The Marines moved
40 mm rounds into one area sur-

rounding an M60 105 mm white
phosphorous round that could not
be moved safely, the investigation
found. They were moving rounds
from the consolidation point to
the demolition pit when one of the
rounds exploded in the demoli-
tion pit, causing the other 40 mm
rounds at the consolidation point
and the demolition pit to explode,
the investigation found.

The M430/A1 40 mm high-
explosive dual purpose round is
fired from a Mark 19 grenade
launcher.

Brig. Gen. John Bullard, com-
manding general of Marine
Corps Installations West-Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton,
initiated the command investi-
gation. He also has called for an
immediate review and revision of
policies and procedures for EOD
training at all ranges under the
Marine Corps Installations West
umbrella.

“Many ofthe trainingevolutions
we conduct are inherently dan-
gerous, especially when dealing
with explosives and munitions,”
said Bullard. “We are deeply sad-
dened by the tragic loss of four
Marines during a training evolu-
tion; their loss is felt throughout
the Marine Corps. We offer our
heartfelt prayers and thoughts
to the family members, and will
continue to support them through
this difficult time.”

hlad_jennifer@stripes.com
Twitter: @jhlad

Lawmakers seek extension
of veterans’ jobless benefits

From staff reports

Abill that would continue train-
ing assistance for unemployed
veterans has been introduced in
the House.

The Help Hire Our Heroes Act
was announced Wednesday by
California Democrats Rep. Julia
Brownley and Rep. Mark Takano,
according to a statement from
Brownley’s office. The bill aims
to extend the Veterans Retrain-
ing Assistance Program through

Sept. 30.
The bill now goes to the House
Veterans Affairs Committee.

Funding to pay for it would
come from cutting $270 million
from the Leaking Underground
Storage Tank Trust Fund, said
Brett Morrow, a spokesman for
Takano.

The program, which began in

2012, provided up to 12 months
of training benefits at community
colleges and technical schools in
high-demand occupations for un-
employed veterans between the
ages of 35 and 60 who are no lon-
ger eligible for the GI Bill.

Due to funding limitations, the
VA stopped accepting new VRAP
applications Oct. 1, and is sched-
uled to stop paying benefits April
1

“Far too many veterans in
Ventura County and across the
country are unemployed, and we
owe it to them to help them re-
train for new high-skilled jobs
and careers,” Brownley said in
the statement. “The Veterans Re-
training Assistance Program has
succeeded in helping many vet-
erans re-train and find employ-
ment, and it should not be allowed
to lapse.”

Retirement: Pentagon proposal combines
lower payments with bonuses, savings plan

FROM FRONT PAGE

In January, top Pentagon offi-
cials came out against a 1 percent
reduction in the annual cost-of-
living calculation for current
working-age retirees.

And in a memo to Secretary of
Defense Chuck Hagel that accom-
panied the new report, Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen.
Martin Dempsey wrote, “Any
new retirement system should in-
clude a ‘grandfathering clause’ of
the existing retirement system to
cover all military personnel cur-
rently serving and retirees at the
time of enactment.”

The proposal delivered Thurs-
day keeps some distinct aspects
of the current program, while
delivering options DOD analysts
say could lower the overall yearly
cost to the government between
$1.4 billion and $4.1 billion. The
current system cost about $25 bil-
lion in 2013.

As reported by Military Times,
the proposal retains the “cliff-
vesting” pension that provides a
defined benefit after two decades
of service. But yearly payments
under the new proposals would
be lower than the current ones,
which provides 20-year retirees
with S0 percent of the average of
their basic pay during their three
highest-earning years.

And, in a major departure
from the current system, the op-
tions outlined in the report would
provide only partial benefits for
working-age retirees, reserving

full-size payments until tradition-
al retirement age.

To offset the financial loss and
to encourage retention, the DOD
paper grafts on new incentives,
including two new payments.
One is a bonus called “continua-
tion pay” at midcareer that could
range up to 19 months of basic
pay and would vary by service
and whether a member is an offi-
cer or is enlisted. The other is an
active-component transition pay
to encourage separation.

The system also would in-
clude a federal Thrift Savings
Plan, similar to a civilian 401(k)
plan. Under the plan, the mili-
tary would contribute an amount
equal to S percent of annual pay
to a retirement account, from
which troops could begin to take
payment before age 60.

Unlike the current system,
troops would be vested after just
six years of service. That means
many more servicemembers
eventually would be entitled to
retirement benefits from the
military than under the current
plan.

According to the report, ana-
lysts used sophisticated computer
modeling and calculated reten-
tion and force structure would
not be hurt by the new plan.

Still, devising changes to the
retirement system requires
complex trade-offs, the paper
acknowledged.

“(If) a primary goal is to gen-
erate large up-front savings, it
will necessitate a substantial re-

duction in the retirement benefit,
which in turn will translate into
less retention and thus requires
more up-front costs in the way of
retention incentives and bonus-
es,” the paper’s authors wrote.
“Conversely, if a primary goal is
to provide more robust benefits
in retirement, up-front savings
will be less, and, depending on
the retirement enhancements,
could actually result in increased
costs.”

Congress generally rebuffs
Pentagon requests that would
lower military pay and benefits,
and how seriously the current
proposals will be weighed is an
open question.

Veterans’ groups, meanwhile,
said they were analyzing the
proposals. An official from the
Military Officers Association
of America said the concepts, if
enacted, appear as if they could
hurt retention.

“These concepts provide con-
siderable sums to servicemem-
bers who leave short of 20 years
of service at the expense of those
that stay for two decades or
more,” said Mike Hayden, direc-
tor of government relations for
the organization. “From our per-
spective, this does not provide
a sound retention formula nor
provide equity by taking from
the pockets of those that stay to
provide a benefit for those that
leave.”

carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

(O —

DO THE RIGHT THING

Report Fraud

Involving U.S. Reconstruction Dollars to SIGAR

sigar.hotline@mail.mil

Afghanistan

United States | +1-866-32

00 (cell)
893 (int'l line)

| 318-237-3912

www.sigar.mil

(D))
378 (DSN)




Pace 6

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Saturday, March 8,2014

UKRAINE UNREST

Top lawmaker:

By LAurA MiLLS
The Associated Press

MOSCOW — Russia rallied
support Friday for a Crimean bid
to secede from Ukraine, with a
leader of Russia’s parliament as-
suring her Crimean counterpart
thatthe region would be welcomed
as “an absolutely equal subject of
the Russian Federation.”

Across Red Square, 65,000 peo-
ple waved Russian flags, chanting
“Crimea is Russia!”

The strategic southern penin-
sula has become the flash point
in the battle for Ukraine, where
three months of protests sent
President Viktor Yanukovych
fleeing to Russia. Moscow calls
the new Ukrainian government il-
legitimate and has seized control
of Crimea, where it has a major
naval base on the Black Sea.

Crimea’s parliament has
called a March 16 referendum on
whether the semi-autonomous re-
gion should join Russia outright,
a move President Barack Obama
has called a violation of interna-
tional law.

Although President Vladimir
Putin said Tuesday that Rus-
sia has no intention of annex-
ing Crimea, he insisted that its
residents have the right to deter-
mine the region’s status in the
referendum.

Valentina Matvienko, the speak-
er of Russia’s upper house of par-
liament, made clear Friday the
country would welcome Crimea
if it votes in the referendum to
join its giant neighbor. About 60
percent of Crimea’s population
identifies itself as Russian.

“If the decision is made, then
[Crimea] will become an abso-
lutely equal subject of the Rus-
sian Federation,” Matvienko said
during a visit from the chairman
of the Crimean parliament, Vlad-
imir Konstantinov. She spoke of
mistreatment of Russian-speak-
ing residents in Ukraine’s east
and south, which has been Mos-
cow’s primary argument for pos-
sible intervention in Ukraine.

Paving the way

The Russian parliament is
scrambling to make it easier for
Crimea to join Russia. Russia’s
constitution allows the country to
annex territory only by an agree-
ment “initiated ... by the given
foreign government.” That would
entail signing an agreement with
the new authorities in Kiev, whom
Moscow doesn’t recognize.

New legislation would sidestep
that requirement, according to
members of parliament, who
initially said a new bill could be
passed as soon as next week but
have since indicated that they will
wait until after the referendum.

On the other side of Red Square
from the parliament building,
65,000 people gathered at a
Kremlin-organized rally in sup-
port of Crimea.

“We always knew that Russia
would not abandon us,” Konstan-
tinov shouted from the stage. He
also called on Moscow not to for-
get other Russia-leaning regions
in Ukraine.

ALEXANDER ZEMLIANICHENKO/AP

A pro-Putin dem?nstrator holds a poster that says “We believe Putin!” as others gather near Red Square

in Moscow on Friday.

Heavier sanctions on Russia could backfire

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Underlying talk about tak-
ing harsh punitive measures against Russia for
its military incursion into Ukraine are economic
complications and worries that sanctions levied
against Moscow could backfire on the U.S. and
Europe.

Heavier U.S. and European Union sanctions
could sting Russia’s already slow-growing econo-
my and hurt its financial sector. But Moscow could
retaliate and seize American and other foreign as-
sets or cut exports of natural gas to Europe, which
is heavily dependent on Russia for energy.

Declaring his determination not to let the Krem-
lin carve up Ukraine, President Barack Obama on
Thursday slapped new visa restrictions on Rus-
sian and other opponents of Ukraine’s government
in Kiev and authorized wider financial penalties
against those involved in the military intervention
or in stealing state assets.

On Capitol Hill, both chambers of Congress
looked to advance legislation imposing hard-hit-
ting sanctions on Russia.

Europe’s presidents and prime ministers re-
main divided on taking more drastic steps such as
freezing assets and issuing travel bans on Russian
officials. European hesitancy reflected the reality
that targeting influential Russian businessmen or
major Russian companies would also harm Eu-
rope’s economic interests. U.S. trade with Russia
is less than one-tenth of Europe’s.

Russian investors hold assets worth billions in
European banks, particularly in Britain, which is
highly protective of its financial sector, and major
exporters such as Germany and the Netherlands
have far more at stake than the United States in
Russia’s consumer economy.

Showing greater caution than Obama on sanc-

tions, German Chancellor Angela Merkel said Eu-
ropean penalties against Russia depend “on how
the diplomatic process progresses.” EU Presi-
dent Herman Van Rompuy said travel bans, asset
freezes and the cancel-
lation of an EU-Russia
summit could still come.

4 s
Russia could Polish Prime Minister

say, ‘Well, Donald Tusk acknowl-
) i edged “no enthusiasm”
T N, &
twe etg:f 8 in Europe for economic
0 cut o sanctions.

your gas and In some ways, the
debate over sanctions
You guys €an ;e the Cold War doc-
now scramble trine of military strategy
in which if two opponents
and buy extra fired off nuclear weap-
gas and pay  ons, both sides would be

big prices.’” annihilated.
E P! “There is a kind of mu-

Steven Pifer

> TWeT tually assured destruc-
Brookings Institution tjon relationship here,”
analyst gaid Steven Pifer, a for-
mer U.S. ambassador to
Ukraine and analyst at
the Brookings Institution think tank in Washing-
ton. “Russia could say, ‘Well, we’re going to cut
off your gas and you guys can now scramble and
buy extra gas and pay big prices.” It would hurt
the Europeans, but it also would cut off the big-
gest source of cash that flows into Russia today,”
he said, referring to oil and gas sales that account
for about 60 percent of Russia’s exports and half of
its government revenue.
“So the Russians may threaten some things, but
they also have to consider that if they do that what
it would do to the Russian economy,” he said.

“We must not leave the Ukrai-
nian people at the mercy of those
Nazi bandits,” he said, referring
to the new government in Kiev.

Russian state gas company
Gazprom also increased the

pressure on Ukraine’s new gov-
ernment, which now owes $1.89
billion for Russian natural gas.
Gazprom Chief Executive Alexei
Miller said if Ukraine doesn’t pay
off its debt, “There is a risk of re-

turning to the situation of the be-
ginning of 2009,” when Russia cut
off supplies to Europe because of
a pricing dispute with Ukraine.
The new government, which is
struggling to stabilize Ukraine’s

Russia would welcome Crimea

finances and failing economy, got
encouraging news Friday from
the International Monetary Fund,
which said economic assistance
was on the way.

“I am positively impressed
with the authorities’ determina-
tion, sense of responsibility and
commitment to an agenda of eco-
nomic reform and transparency,
Reza Moghadam, the IMF’s Eu-
ropean Department director, said
in a statement after a two-day
visit. “The IMF stands ready to
help the people of Ukraine.”

The referendum on Crimea’s
status will be conducted with
what Crimean leaders have said
are more than 11,000 pro-Rus-
sian forces in the region. The
troops control all access to the
peninsula and have blockaded
all Ukrainian military bases that
have not yet surrendered.

Russia’s denials

Russia has denied that its forces
are active in Crimea, describing
the troops who wear green uni-
forms without insignia as local
“self-defense forces.” But many
of the troops, who are armed with
advanced heavy weaponry, are
being transported by vehicles
with Russian license plates.

Moscow belittled moves by
the United States and the Euro-
pean Union to pressure Russia.
Vladimir Chizhov, the Russian
ambassador to the EU, told Rus-
sian news agencies: “If someone
thinks that they can scare us with
such horror stories, then they are
deeply mistaken.”

Putin was in Sochi on Friday for
the opening of the Paralympics,
where he was shown on televi-
sion telling the head of the Inter-
national Paralympic Committee,
Philip Craven, that he hoped the
games “will lower the heat of pas-
sions over Ukraine.”

Crimea would be the first ter-
ritory to join Russia since the
breakup of the Soviet Union in
1991. South Ossetia and Abkha-
zia, which broke away from Geor-
gia after a brief 2008 war with
Russia, have been recognized as
independent by Moscow, but there
have been few serious moves to
enable them to join Russia.

For Putin, Crimea would be a
dazzling acquisition and would
help cement his authority with
a Russian citizenry that has in
recent years shown signs of res-
tiveness and still resents the loss
of the sprawling empire Moscow
ruled in Soviet times.

In the Crimean capital, Simfer-
opol, 75 people turned out Friday
for a rally at the local monument
to 19th-century Ukrainian poet
Taras Shevchenko. They spoke
both Ukrainian and Russian, but
waved Ukrainian flags and re-
leased white doves into the rainy
sky.

One of those at the protest was
native Russian speaker Anton
Romanov, who said he opposes
the occupation of Crimea by Rus-
sian troops.

“I'm against being forced to live
in a different country,” he said.



Saturday, March 8, 2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Pace 7

UKRAINE UNREST

Left: Ukrainian oligarch Ihor Kolomoisky, center, plays soccer in Kiev, Ukraine, in February 2010. Right: Oligarch Serhiy
Taruta visits a metallurgical plant in Donetsk, Ukraine, in August 2005.

AP photos

Ukraine oligarchs get key posts

By MaRria DaniLova
The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — In a surprising move
after Russia flexed its military might in the
Crimean Peninsula, Ukraine’s new leader-
ship has reached out to oligarchs for help
— appointing them as governors in east-
ern regions where loyalties to Moscow are
strong.

With their wealth, influence and self-in-
terest in preventing further conflict, the oli-
garchs could be the key to calming tensions
and maintaining Ukraine’s control in areas
where pro-Russian activists have stoked
separatist tensions.

But the decision to appoint the country’s
richest men as regional administrators
has its risks. Some believe the oligarchs,
who have a history of manipulating gov-
ernments, may become too entrenched in
their new jobs and could use their posts for
personal gain. The unexpected move drew
instant ire from Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin, who called one of the oligarchs,
Ukraine’s third-richest man, Ihor Kolo-
moisky, a “swindler.”

“They name oligarchs, billionaires as
governors of eastern regions,” Putin said
during a news conference earlier this week.
“Naturally, people don’t accept that.”

Under Ukrainian law, governors are ap-
pointed by the country’s president instead
of being elected. After President Viktor Ya-
nukovych fled for Russia last month in the

'
The oligarchs taking on this responsibility is a demonstration
of their commitment to an independent, sovereign and

territorially integrated Ukraine. 7

John Edward Herbst
former U.S. ambassador

wake of mass protests against his govern-
ment and deadly clashes with police, acting
President Oleksandr Turchynov fired Ya-
nukovych’s appointees and replaced them
with his own.

Kolomoisky, a metals, banking and media
tycoon, was named governor of his native
region of Dnipropetrovsk, while Serhiy
Taruta, the country’s 16th-richest man,
according to Forbes Ukraine, was named
governor of his home Donetsk region.
Both oligarchs are seen as pro-European,
and Kolomoisky’s media have provided
sympathetic coverage of the pro-Western
protests.

Experts said the appointments demon-
strated that despite its strong ties to Russia,
industry leaders in eastern Ukraine who
provide jobs to tens of thousands of Ukrai-
nians are against a split-up.

“The oligarchs taking on this responsibil-
ity is a demonstration of their commitment
to an independent, sovereign and territori-
ally integrated Ukraine,” former U.S. Am-
bassador John Edward Herbst told The

Associated Press.

Kolomoisky, worth $2.4 billion, accord-
ing to Forbes, told the AP his task would be
to quell any possible unrest in his region,
‘which he said was being fomented by agents
from Russia.

“I hope that my presence in the region
will help cool the few hotheads that are
present here and stabilize the situation, to
bring calm so that the citizens of Ukraine
living in the Dnipropetrovsk region would
feel safe,” Kolomoisky said in a telephone
interview.

In Donetsk, a coal-mining region that
borders Russia, Taruta said he had never
planned to serve in the government but
accepted the governor’s post because his
country was finding itself “in dangerous
times.”

“My decision is a desire to protect our
country,” said Taruta, who is the leader of
a large industrial group and the head of a
soccer club. “We Ukrainians have the right
to a strong and united Ukraine.”

Ukraine to
compete in
Paralympics
in Russia

The Associated Press

SOCHI, Russia — Ukraine will compete
in the Winter Paralympics in Sochi despite
Russia’s military moves in Crimea.

The Ukrainian Paralympic Committee
decided against boycotting the games, an-
nouncing a few hours before Friday’s open-
ing ceremony that its athletes would stay.

The decision came after discussions be-
tween Ukrainian officials and athletes over
whether to pull out in light of the crisis back
home and Russia’s military takeover of the
Crimean Peninsula.

“We are staying at the Paralympics,”
Valeriy Sushkevich, president of the Nation-
al Paralympic Committee of Ukraine, said
at a news conference.

However, he added that the circumstanc-
es were far from ideal.

“I don’t remember a situation when the
organizing country during a Paralympics
started an intervention on the territory of
a country taking part,” Sushkevich said,
according to the R-Sport agency. “I don’t
know to what extent the team can focus on
the result now.”

The Ukrainian official said the team
would leave Sochi if there is any escalation
of military conflict.

“I declare should this happen we will
leave the games,” Sushkevich said. “We
cannot possibly stay here in this case.”

He said he met with Russian President
Vladimir Putin on Thursday night to dis-
cuss the situation and request peace during
the games.

Sushkevich said he did not receive any
guarantees but that it was important that
Putin agreed to listen.

Putin and I0C President Thomas Bach
are expected to attend Friday’s opening
ceremony. Several countries have decided
not to send political leaders or dignitaries to
the ceremony in protest of Russia’s actions
in Ukraine.

Ukraine’s decision to compete in Sochi
was welcomed by the International Para-
lympic Committee. “We want sport to
prevail and a full complement of teams to
compete in what we are confident will be a
fantastic Paralympic Winter Games,” IPC
President Phillip Craven said.

“All week the IPC has been working
closely with the Ukrainian Paralympic
Committee in an effort to keep them here
in Sochi. The talking point of Sochi 2014
needs to be great sport and great athletes,
not global politics.”

The IPC has appealed for Russia to recog-
nize the U.N.s Olympic Truce, which asks
warring parties to cease hostilities during
the Olympics and Paralympics.

Intent on staking claim on Crimea, Putin brushes off Obama’s warnings

By JuLiE PAcE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — One by one,
President Barack Obama’s warn-
ings to Russia are being brushed
aside by President Vladimir
Putin, who appears to be speed-
ing up efforts to formally stake
his claim to Ukraine’s Crimean
Peninsula.

In the week since Obama first
declared there would be “costs” if
Putin pressed into Crimea, Rus-
sian forces have taken control of
the region, and a referendum has

been scheduled to decide its fu-
ture. Obama declared the March
16 vote a violation of interna-
tional law, but in a region where
ethnic Russians are the majority,
the referendum seems likely to
become another barrier to White
House efforts to compel Putin to
pull his forces from Crimea.
“The referendum vote is going
to serve for Putin, in his mind,
as the credibility and legitimacy
of Russia’s presence there,” said
Andrew Kuchins, director of the
Russia program at the Center

for Strategic and International
Studies.

If Crimea votes to join Rus-
sia, the referendum could also
put Obama in the awkward posi-
tion of opposing the outcome of a
popular vote.

The White House has tried to
match Russia’s assertive posture
by moving quickly to impose
financial sanctions and travel
bans on Russians and other op-
ponents of Ukraine’s new central
government. U.S. officials have
also urgently tried to rally the

international community around
the notion that Russia’s military
maneuvers in Crimea are ille-
gal, even seeking support from
China, Moscow’s frequent ally
against the West.

“I am confident that we are
moving forward together, united
in our determination to oppose
actions that violate international
law and to support the govern-
ment and people of Ukraine,”
Obama said Thursday.

The European Union also an-
nounced Thursday that it was
suspending talks with Putin’s

government on a wide-rang-
ing economic agreement and on
granting Russian citizens visa-
free travel within the 28-nation
bloc — a long-standing Russian
objective.

The White House says it still
believes a diplomatic solution to
the dispute with Russia is pos-
sible. Obama spoke with Putin
for more than an hour Thursday,
outlining a potential resolution
that would include Russia pull-
ing its forces back in Crimea and
direct talks between the Kremlin
and Ukraine.
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Justice eyes CIA spying on Senate computers

By JoNATHAN S. LANDAY, ALI
‘WaTkiNs AND MAR1sA TAYLOR
McClatchy Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The CIA
Inspector General’s Office has
asked the Justice Department to
investigate allegations of malfea-
sance at the spy agency in con-
nection with a yet-to-be released
Senate Intelligence Committee
report into the CIA’s secret deten-
tion and interrogation program,
McClatchy has learned.

The criminal referral may be
related to what several knowl-
edgeable people said was CIA
monitoring of computers used by
Senate aides to prepare the study.
The monitoring may have vio-
lated an agreement between the

committee and the agency.

The development marks an
unprecedented breakdown in re-
lations between the CIA and its
congressional overseers amid an
extraordinary, closed-door battle
over the 6,300-page report on
the agency’s use of waterboard-
ing and harsh interrogation tech-
niques on suspected terrorists
held in secret overseas prisons.
The report is said to be a sear-
ing indictment of the program.
The CIA has disputed some of the
report’s findings.

White House officials have
closely tracked the bitter strug-
gle, a McClatchy investigation has
found. But they haven’t directly
intervened, perhaps because they

are embroiled in their own feud
with the committee, resisting
surrendering top-secret docu-
ments that the CIA asserted were
covered by executive privilege
and sent to the White House.

McClatchy’s findings are based
on information found in official
documents and provided by peo-
ple with knowledge of the dispute
being fought in the seventh-floor
executive offices of the CIA’s
headquarters in Langley, Va., and
the committee’s high-security
work spaces on Capitol Hill.

The people who spoke to Mc-
Clatchy asked not to be identified
because the feud involves highly
classified matters and carries
enormous consequences for con-

gressional oversight over the ex-
ecutive branch.

The CIA and the committee de-
clined to comment.

Caitlin Hayden, aspokeswoman
for the National Security Council,
declined to discuss the matter
and referred questions to the CIA
and the Justice Department.

In question now is whether any
part of the committee’s report,
which took some four years to
compose and cost $40 million,
will ever see the light of day.

The report details how the
CIA misled the Bush administra-
tion and Congress about the use
of interrogation techniques that
many experts consider torture,
according to public statements

by committee members. It also
shows, members have said, how
the techniques didn’t provide
the intelligence that led the CIA
to the hideout in Pakistan where
Osama bin Laden was killed in a
2011 raid by Navy SEALs.

The committee determined
earlier this year that the CIA
monitored computers — in pos-
sible violation of an agreement
against doing so—that the agency
had provided to intelligence com-
mittee staff in a secure room at a
CIA facility in Northern Virginia
that the agency insisted they use
to review millions of pages of top-
secret reports, cables and other
documents, according to people
with knowledge.

Survey: Half of millennials
more likely to lean Democratic

By JEssE J. HOLLAND
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Young adults like to
think of themselves as independent, but
when it comes to politics, they’re more
likely than not to lean to the left.

Half of American adults ages 18 to 33
are self-described political independents,
according to a survey out Friday, but at
the same time, half of these so-called mil-
lennials are Democrats or lean toward the
Democratic Party, the highest share for
any age group during the past decade.

In addition, young adults tend to be single
and churchless — turning away from their
predecessors’ proclivity for religion and
marriage, according the Pew Research
Center survey. Almost two-thirds don’t clas-
sify themselves as “a religious person.” And
‘when it comes to tying the knot, only about
1in 4 millennials is married. Almost half of
baby boomers were married at that age.

The new survey shows how the millen-
nial adults are “forging a distinctive path
into adulthood,” said Paul Taylor, Pew’s
executive vice president and co-author of
the report.

This can especially be seen when it comes
to politics. Fifty percent of the millennials
identify themselves as political indepen-
dents, while only 27 percent said Democrat

and 17 percent said Republican. The inde-
pendent identification for millennials is an
increase from 38 percent back in 2004.

“It’s not that they don’t have strong po-
litical opinions, they do,” Taylor said. “It’s
simply that they choose not to identify
themselves with either political party.”

The number of self-described indepen-
dents is lower among their predecessors.
Only 39 percent of those in Generation X
said they were independents, along with 37
percent of the boomers and 32 percent of
the Silent Generation.

Pew describes Gen Xers as those ages
34 to 49, boomers as ages S0 to 68, and the
Silent Generation as ages 69 to 86.

When the self-identified Demo-
cratic millennials combined with the
self-described independents who lean
Democratic, half — 50 percent — of the
millennials are Democrats or Democratic-
leaning, while 34 percent are Republicans
or Republican-leaning.

“They don’t choose to identify, but they
have strong views and their views are views
that most people conventionally associate
with the Democratic Party,” Taylor said.

The Pew study was based on interviews
with 1,821 adults by cellphone or landline
from Feb. 14-23. The poll has a margin
of error of plus or minus 2.6 percentage
points.

Ky. bill would let Rand Paul run
for two offices at the same time

The Associated Press

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Rand Paul’s big-
gest political decision is approaching:
whether to run for president in 2016 or to
focus solely on re-election to his U.S. Sen-
ate seat. A Republican lawmaker from
his home state wants to free him from the
potential dilemma by letting him run for
both.

State Senate Majority Leader Damon
Thayer said Thursday he wants to clarify
that current Kentucky law, which prevents
someone from running for multiple offices,
does not apply to federal elections.

A bill he introduced would allow candi-
dates’ names to appear twice on the same
ballot if one or both offices sought are fed-
eral offices.

“He (Paul) is the
impetus for it, but it
could affect anyone
in the federal delega-
tion,” said Thayer, R-
Georgetown, who
introduced the bill
in the GOP-led Ken-
tucky Senate.

He waited until the
last day Senate bills
could be introduced in
the current legislative
session to bring it forward. The 60-day ses-
sion is two-thirds complete. Thayer said he
was approached by Paul’s staff about the
legislation and later spoke several times
ith Kentucky’s freshman senator about

it

L.
Susan WaLsw/AP

Texas Gov. Rick Perry speaks Friday at the Conservative Political Action Committee

annual conference in National Harbor, Md.

Religious conservatives
facing off at conference

By STEVE PEOPLES
AND KEN THOMAS
The Associated Press

OXON HILL, Md. — The early auditions
for the Republican Party’s next presiden-
tial contest are in full swing at the nation’s
largest annual gathering of conservative
activists, where some of the GOP’s most
prominent religious conservatives are fac-
ing off.

Friday marked the second day of the
Conservative Political Action Conference,
which brings thousands of conservative ac-
tivists to suburban Washington each year to
put their stamp on the Republican Party.

The day’s speaking program features
three former presidential candidates
known for promoting social conservative
values — Texas Gov. Rick Perry, former
Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee and former
Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum.

Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul was scheduled
to take the stage later in the day, setting up
a clash of ideas between the libertarian-
minded activists who generally flock to the
conservative conference and the religious
wing of the GOP, which continues to wield
influence over party affairs. An afternoon
panel discussion is titled, “Can Libertarians
and Social Conservatives Ever Get Along?”

Allfour men have left open the possibility

of running for the Republican presidential
nomination in 2016 — a contest expected to
begin in earnest in about a year.

On Thursday, the initial slate of Repub-
licans vying for the party’s next presiden-
tial nomination called for the GOP to unite
behind a clear agenda and draw contrasts
with Democrats. The contestants ranged
from Sen. Ted Cruz, a tea party champion,
to New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, a favor-
ite of the Republican establishment.

“If you want to lose elections, stand for
nothing,” said Cruz, who cited as examples
the unsuccessful presidential bids of Bob
Dole, John McCain and Mitt Romney.
“When you don’t stand and draw a clear
distinction, when you don’t stand for prin-
ciple, Democrats celebrate.”

The day offered an early tryout for a half-
dozen Republican officials eager to win
over the party’s most passionate voters. At
stake this year is the Senate majority, cur-
rently held by senators in President Barack
Obama’s Democratic Party. But for all, the
November elections could serve as a spring-
board for the next presidential contest.

Republicans have much to mend before
2016, starting with a stark ideological di-
vide between the party’s establishment and
the superconservatives who rose to power
in the tea party-fueled 2010 elections that
delivered a Republican House majority.
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Senators

urge action
on railroad
safety rules

By Joan Lowy
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Govern-
ment regulators are taking too
long to write new rail safety regu-
lations in light of recent fiery oil
train accidents and a deadly com-
muter train derailment, senators
complained Thursday.

Railroads are also taking too
long to implement safety improve-
ments Congress ordered under
legislation passed seven years
ago, lawmakers said at a hearing
before the Senate’s surface trans-
portation panel.

Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-
Conn., the panel’s chairman, said
he is “disappointed and disturbed
by some of the delays and failures
in rulemaking and scrutiny.

“One of the things we’re going
to do here is impose accountabil-
ity,” he said.

Cynthia Quarterman, head of
the Pipeline and Hazardous Ma-
terial Safety Administration, said
her agency is working as fast as
possible to draft new standards
for tank cars used to transport
crude oil. She said it takes time
to address the more than 100,000
public comments the agency has
received, as well as fulfill other
requirements of the federal rule-
making process.

The cars, known as DOT-111s,
were involved in explosions and
fires following derailments of
oil trains near Casselton, N.D.,
in December and Lac-Megantic,
Quebec, just across the U.S. bor-
der, in July. Forty-seven people
were killed in Lac-Megantic and
much of the town center was
destroyed.

U.S. freight railroads trans-
ported about 415,000 carloads of
crude in 2013, up from just 9,500
in 2008, according to government
and industry figures. The in-
crease is overwhelmingly due to
the fracking boom in the Bakken
region, which is mainly in North
Dakota but also extends into parts
of Montana and Canada.

The National Transportation
Safety Board, which has urged
replacement or retrofitting of the
tank cars since 1991, calls the
original DOT-111 cars still in use
an “unacceptable safety risk.”

In 2011, the Association of

American Railroads issued up-
dated DOT-111 standards in re-
sponse to the safety criticism.
Tank-car makers have been
using those voluntary industry
standards since, but accident in-
vestigators and government reg-
ulators say those standards don’t
go far enough, which is why the
government is drafting standards
now.
Prentiss Searles, testifying for
the American Petroleum Insti-
tute, said the oil industry hasn’t
seen evidence that standards
need to be toughened beyond the
voluntary industry standards. On
the other hand, Edward Ham-
berger, head of the railroad asso-
ciation, said railroads agree new
standards are needed.

Prortos BY KEITH Srakocic/AP

Above: Brian Scritchfield takes a phone order at Bobtown Pizza in Bobtown, Pa. Below: A certificate is

redeemed at the shop.

No pizza ‘scandal’ here

Chevron offer after explosion perfectly palatable to Pa. town’s residents

By KEvIN BEGos
The Associated Press

BOBTOWN, Pa. — Critics are
raging after an energy giant of-
fered pizza coupons to a commu-
nity near a natural gas well that
exploded last month, Kkilling a
worker.

News stories, TV shows and
blogs — many sarcastic or out-
right scornful — spread the word
far and wide. “Shame on you,” one
person wrote about the offer by
Chevron Corp. “How insulting!”
said another. Comedy Central’s
satirical “The Colbert Report”
skewered it.

But the 750 or so residents of
the hamlet of Bobtown? Not one
has signed an online petition de-
manding an apology for the pizza
offer. In fact, during a recent
visit, The Associated Press found
the talk of the town is more the
furious response by outsiders.

“We feel it was something out-
side groups generated,” said Pete
Novak, a co-director of the Pol-
ish American Club, a local gath-
ering spot. None of the patrons
has voiced outrage, he said, and
residents laughed about how
people who have never set foot
in Bobtown claim to speak for its
citizens.

Several people noted that
Chevron’s pizza offer was made to
apologize for traffic after the fire,
not to downplay the loss of life.

“I thought it was pretty decent
of them,” said Ray Elli, 54, who
noted that the fire was about a
mile outside of town on a ridge,
and that people in town didn’t feel
threatened.

Bill Sowden, co-owner of
Bobtown Pizza, the area’s only
restaurant, said 12 people have
redeemed the coupons distrib-
uted by Chevron. The whole
issue, he said, was blown out of

‘I thought it was pretty decent of them.”?

Ray Elli
Bobtown, Pa., resident

proportion.

“We're just a food place,” he

said.
The outsized reaction from
people not directly affected by
the accident illustrates the larger
passionssurroundingthe fracking
debate. Many critics seek stricter
regulations or bans to protect air
and water from pollution, while
supporters speak of the economic
benefits for an energy-hungry na-
tion. Each side claims the high
moral ground.

About 12,000 people have
signed an online petition demand-
ing Chevron apologize, accord-
ing to petition organizer Karen
Feridun.

“There are a few from nearby
communities, but none right
from Bobtown,” Feridun wrote
in emails this week to the AP.
She lives about 250 miles away,
at the other end of Pennsylvania.
The petition isn’t even on public
display in Bobtown, about 2 miles
from the West Virginia border.

One petition signer from New

York city mentioned “Chevron’s
cavalier arrogance.” Other sign-
ers came from Alaska, Florida
and many other states, as well as
Australia, Bulgaria, Costa Rica,
Germany and Italy.

Chevron hasn’t responded to
the petition, Feridun said.

Company spokesman Kent
Robertson said in an email that
Chevron works to be a good part-
ner in communities, that it has
been “overwhelmed by the sup-
port” from residents and that it
appreciates their understanding.

For more than a century, the
region around Bobtown has been
coal country, and there’s still an
active mine nearby. But in the
past five years, natural gas locked
in shale deep underground be-
came newly accessible because of
the advent of hydraulic fractur-
ing, or fracking.

On Feb. 11, a Chevron well out-
side of town exploded, killing Ian
McKee, 27, who lived about a half-
hour away in Morgantown, W.Va.,
and worked for a contractor.

NM residents
frustrated at
lack of nuke

dump details

By SusaN MoNTOYA BRYAN
The Associated Press

CARLSBAD, N.M. — It’s been
three weeks since the radiation
sensors were triggered and the
exhaust dampers at the federal
government’s only underground
nuclear waste dump slammed
shut, putting the repository’s
massive salt caverns off-limits
and the nation’s cleanup efforts
on hold.

The U.S. Department of Energy
says low levels of radiation made
it past the ventilation system’s
air filters and exposed 13 work-
ers. Agency officials describe
the amount as minuscule, saying
the workers aren’t likely to face
any serious effects and there’s no
public health threat.

But residents and officials
voiced frustration at a town hall
Thursday night, saying the DOE
and managers at the Waste Isola-
tion Pilot Plant are leaving them
in the dark about what’s happen-
ing at the repository.

“Nobody knows what the plans
look like. Nobody knows what the
agenda looks like. We just hear a
lot of surmises about what might
happen and what might not hap-
pen,” John Heaton, a former state
representative and head of Mayor
Dale Janway’s nuclear task force,
told a panel of officials at the town
hall.

“We think that we should be
the No. 1 partner and know ev-
erything that is going on from A
to Z,” he said, explaining that the
community feels as if it’s being
sidestepped, with action being or-
chestrated in Washington instead
of locally.

Energy Department officials
said there is no intent to hide any-
thing and some information is
simply unknown.

Questions about what caused
the leak at the repository, the
extent of the contamination and
the future of the federal govern-
ment’s cleanup efforts have been
swirling for days.

Work is ongoing to get air-mon-
itoring equipment underground
that will pave the way for spe-
cially trained crews to enter. Jose
Franco, manager of the DOE’s
Carlsbad Field Office, said the
timing of the cleanup and the re-
sources and costs involved won’t
be known until crews can actu-
ally enter.

Carlsbad resident Karen Ar-
mendariz said her first concern
after hearing about the leak was
the extent of contamination and
whether her children and grand-
children would be affected. De-
spite the assurances from the
DOE, she’s still anxious.

“I hear what they’re saying and
I want to believe it, but it’s just so
much uncertainty,” she said. “We
do feel poorly informed.”

New Mexico Environment Sec-
retary Ryan Flynn also pleaded
with federal officials during the
meeting to make the recovery ef-
fort transparent.

Officials promised to host pub-
lic meetings each week.
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AVALANCHE
DANGERS

launcher. Forecasters have issued

BRENNAN LiNsLEY/AP

I with an

Colorado Department of Transportation emplvyees stop trafﬁc near Empire, Colo last month as they attempt to trigger a
r high for many areas outside of established ski areas.

Deaths spike across West as storms bring snow, risks

By PauonG LE
The Associated Press

SEATTLE
kiers and snowboarders re-
joiced when a series of storms
dumped several feet of snow
in the mountains across the
West, after what had been a

disappointing start for those seeking
fresh powder in the backcountry.

But all the new snow and strong winds
have fueled dangerous conditions from
the Cascades to the Rockies, prompting
forecasters to issue warnings of con-
siderable or high avalanche danger for
many places outside of established ski
areas.

Seventeen people have died in an ava-
lanche this winter, 11 since early Feb-
ruary. Many more skirted disaster and
survived with broken bones or other
injuries. Some were partially buried in
snow, but managed to dig themselves
out or were dug out by companions.

Avalanche experts are seeing a simi-
lar problem across the region: too much
snow and strong winds overloading
weak layers of old snow. With too much

stress and not enough time to bond or
stabilize, that weak snow layer eventu-
ally gives way.

“It’s like putting a brick on top of a
pile of potato chips,” said Bruce Trem-
per, director of the U.S. Forest Service’s
Utah Avalanche Center.

Parts of Utah received more snow
over a three week period than in the
prior three months, Tremper said.

The latest death, on Feb. 24,
came when a 49-year-old man
was buried by a slide while
snowmobiling in the West
Cabinet Range near
the Idaho-Montana
border. His friend

‘It’s like putting

avalanche danger the day before, the
last time conditions were updated, was
high.

That day in the Whitefish range in
western Montana, three snowmobilers
escaped injury in two incidents when
slides swept them down the slope.

Avalanches have killed on average

about 28 people a year over the past

10 years, according to the Colorado
Avalanche Information Center
in Boulder, which tracks na-
tional statistics. The deaths
this year aren’t unusually
high, experts say, but

have come during a
short time period.

was buried with a brick on top What has
only his face 3 been unusu-
exposed, ofa Plle of al is how
but  was potato chips_’ large and
dug out intense the
with no inju- ) Bruce Tremper slides  have
ries, according director of the U.S. Forest been.

to the Flathead Service's Utah According to the
Avalanche  Center, Avalanche Center Colorado Avalanche
which rated the slide Information Center,

forceful enough that it
could destroy a car. The

several recent avalanches
ran larger than any in the

past 20 years.

Scott Toepfer, an avalanche forecast-
er, said the large and destructive slides
have taken out century-old trees and
ripped off its foundation an old mining
structure that has stood for decades.

“It’s been storm after storm after
storm, and that foundation has reached
a tipping point,” Toepfer said.

With more people venturing into the
backcountry to play, experts say it’s
more likely that people will be hurt or
killed. They advise recreationists, at
the very least, to get proper avalanche
education, carry the right equipment
including a beacon, shovel and probe,
and check mountain and avalanche
forecasts before heading out.

Boulder retiree Fred Larke, who
recently went backcountry skiing
near Winter Park, Colo., makes sure
he heads into the backcountry with a
friend, an avalanche beacon and a slope
meter that helps him stay aware of steep
slopes that are prone to avalanches.

“In reality, the best way to survive an
avalanche is not to get caught in it in the
first place,” he said.
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Voting in

N. Korea

mandatory for all

By Eric TALMADGE
The Associated Press

TOKYO —North Korean voters
will make a choice Sunday when
they elect a new national legisla-
ture, but not for a candidate. The
ruling elite has already done that
for them, and there’s only one per
district.

They get to vote “yes” or “no.”
Virtually all pick “yes.”

One thing they don’t get to de-
cide is whether to bother voting.
Going to the polls is expected of
all eligible voters, which effec-
tively makes North Korean elec-
tions a powerful tool for checking
up on the people.

For outsiders trying to figure
out what’s going on in North Ko-
rean politics, Sunday’s elections
for the Supreme People’s As-
sembly may shed some light on
what personalities are currently
in favor and likely to dominate in
the years ahead.

For North Korean authorities,
the elections provide both a ve-
neer of democracy and a means
of monitoring the whereabouts
and loyalties of average citizens.

Colorful posters urging citizens
to go to the polls line the streets in

Pyongyang and other cities. Along
with nearly 700 other “deputies”
expected to be seated in the new
assembly, supreme leader Kim
Jong Un himself has announced
his candidacy — in District 111
on sacred Mount Paekdu.

Official turnout rates in North
Korean elections are generally
reported at more than 99 per-
cent, a practice inspired by the
tradition of Joseph Stalin’s Soviet
Union. Sunday’s will likely be the
same.

Fictitious as that may sound,
Michael Madden, editor of the
NK Leadership Watch website
and a contributor to the 38 North
news bulletin, said it reflects one
reason the autocratic North has
elections at all: They provide “the
most comprehensive assessment
of the population.”

Mustering the nation every so
often is a chance for the authori-
ties to hone their mobilization
skills, check up on the efficiency
of local leaders and get a snapshot
of internal movements.

“The DPRK is very good about
mobilizing the population for
events,” Madden said, referring to
North Korea by its official name,
the Democratic People’s Republic

VINCENT YU/AP

North Koreans in Pyongyang walk past an election poster that reads:
“March 9 is the election of the 13th Supreme People’s Assembly.

Let’s all vote in agreement!”

of Korea. He said legislative elec-
tions “are celebratory events with
various activities. According to
various North Korean migrants
and defectors, it is very difficult
for a voter to get a hardship dis-
pensation from participating.”
Madden said North Korean se-
curity officials will review data
on nonvoters to glean information
on suspicious activity — since

absentees could be workers who
have snuck off to China for higher
pay, people traveling inside the
country without formal permis-
sion, or military personnel who
have gone AWOL. Officials use
the data to conduct further inves-
tigations, make arrests and gauge
the effectiveness of their social
control apparatus at the local
level.

Entrepreneurship grows in Egypt’s struggling economy

By Maceie Hype
The Associated Press

CAIRO —In Egypt’s newest re-
ality television show, contestants
sold fruit juice from push carts in
Cairo’s busiest market and later
organized a desert safari for tour-
ists, hustling to make sales in the
capital’s crowded streets.

The program, called “The Proj-
ect” in Arabic, highlights entre-
preneurship and small business
acumen — something experts
say is more crucial than ever as
Egypt tries to claw its way out of
tough economic times.

With youth unemployment up-
ward of 30 percent and its econ-
omy only now back to levels seen
before its 2011 uprising, Egypt’s
salvation may lie in the small, in-
formal businesses run by those
scraping out a living in the Arab
world’s most populous country.

“There is not even a word for
entrepreneurship in Arabic,” said
Anna Elliot, executive producer
of “The Project” and founder of
Bamyan Media. “But there is this
hunger for it.”

Egypt’s economic landscape
is largely controlled by its gov-
ernment, the country’s No. 1 em-
ployer. However, the government
is grappling with a large budget
deficit and has had to seek billions
of dollars in financial bailout cash
from Gulf nations since a July 3
military overthrow of Islamist

Awr Nagi/AP

Adel Abd ElSadk, second right, owner of the pharmaceutical
ing company Trustpack, talks with an employee manning one

packaging

of the machines at his factory.
thousands of small, largely infor-
mal businesses, from street ven-
dors to small shops. Most of those
don’t pay taxes and operate in
small towns and informal areas
outside the capital.

Experts believe that gray econ-
omy truly powers Egypt. Ghada
Fathi Waly, managing director of
Egypt’s Social Fund for Develop-
ment, estimated that at least two-
thirds of the country’s economy
rides on the informal businesses.
Waly, who was last week also ap-
pointed a government minister,

President Mot d Morsi.

r d allowing the busi-

But outside of government-
owned companies and large mul-
tinational corporations, there are

nesses to run outside of govern-
ment control to allow them to
flourish, while registering and

taxing only potential exporters.

“I think we should definitely be
very optimistic about small busi-
nesses in Egypt,” Waly said. “We
have seen that this sector has
shown resilience and has been
able to change course.”

One company that received aid
from the social fund is Trustpack,
which makes the foil backing for
sheets of pills. Owner Adel Abd
ElSadk, who ran the machines
himself in lean times, said he
now employs 84 people from his
two-room shop on the outskirts of
Cairo.

“I thought it would be better
than if I lived my whole life as an
employee, with all of my efforts

going toward benefiting others,
and not myself,” ElSadk said.

Waly said it’s the kind of atti-
tude she’s seen emerge since the
country revolted against autocrat
Hosni Mubarak in 2011. She said
many Egyptians say they want to
break away from the model of a
centralized government economy
and the so-called “crony capital-
ism” of the Mubarak era.

“Young people are realizing
that the government is not going
to be hiring,” Waly said.

That push is highlighted on
“The Project.” Bamyan, funded
in part by the U.S. Agency for
International Development, pro-
duced a similar show on entre-
preneurship in Afghanistan.

Elliot said her hope is that the
show will ultimately help job cre-
ation in Egypt, even if indirectly.
All contestants voted off the show
are told, “You’ll realize your
dream, just not with us,” and they
are given seed money to jump-
start their own business. A recent
conference hosted by the show in
a village in southern Egypt at-
tracted hundreds, she said.

Contestant Thari el-Din, a
Nubian from southern Egypt
who plans to open a handicraft
workshop for people with special
needs, said the show made him
believe he could succeed.

“I used to think, you know,
someday I will do this,” said el-
Din, 23. “I used to think I needed
a big space to start my business.
Now, I've found that I'm able to
start small, and it’s much better
that way.”

Netherlands
tightens
policies on
pot sales

By MIKE CORDER
The Associated Press

MAASTRICHT, Netherlands
— A young man at a bus stop hiss-
es at a passer-by: “What you look-
ing for ... marijuana?” It’s a scene
of street peddling that the Neth-
erlands hoped to stamp out in the
1970s when it launched a policy of
tolerating “coffee shops” where
people could buy and smoke pot
freely.

But Maastricht’s street dealers
are back, local residents com-
plain. And the reason is a crack-
down on coffee shops triggered
by another problem: Pot tourists
who crossed the border to visit
the cafes and made a nuisance
of themselves by snarling traffic,
dumping litter and even urinat-
ing in the streets.

This exchange of one drug
problem for another has become
a headache for Maastricht — and
may give reason for pause in
Washington state and Colorado,
where the sale of marijuana is
now allowed.

The Netherlands, the world pio-
neer in pot liberalization, has re-
cently taken a harder line toward
marijuana, with mixed results
seen particularly in border towns
such as Maastricht.

The central ~ government
clampdown has involved banning
people who live outside the Neth-
erlands from coffee shops and
shuttering shops that are deemed
to be too close to schools. There
was even a short-lived policy that
said smokers had to apply for a
“Weed Pass” to get into a coffee
shop. The new rules were rolled
out across the country between
the middle of 2012 and the begin-
ning of last year.

But while the central govern-
ment made the rules, it’s up to
local municipalities to enforce
them — and most are embracing
only part of the policy.

Amsterdam — with some 200
licensed coffee shops, one-third
of the nationwide total — still lets
foreigners visit them, although it
is closing coffee shops that are
near schools.

Maastricht Mayor Onno Hoes
said he enforced the legislation
to halt a daily influx of thou-
sands of foreigners who crossed
the borders to stock up on pot at
its 14 coffee shops. That effort to
end so-called “drug tourism” has
been successful, local residents
say, but the flip side has been a
rise in street dealers like the man
who recently tried to sell pot to
an Associated Press reporter in
Maastricht.

Since coffee shops were banned
from selling to nonresidents, the
number of foreigners has dried
up. But the atmosphere in town
has turned darker as street deal-
ers now aggressively badger any
potential clients and fight among
themselves, resident Carol
Berghmans said.

“Now the drug runners are
trying to sell on the street to any-
one,” he says. “They are bother-
ing everybody.”
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Man credits dog for
saving life after crash
A ANCHORAGE — An

Alaska man said his
dog saved his life after a snowmo-
bile crash left him injured in the
woods.

Otis Orth, 52, of Trapper Creek
was rescued more than 24 hours
after he crashed the snowmobile
Sunday in the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough.

Orth said his 2-year-old golden
retriever, Amber, kept him warm-
er then he would have been alone.
He was injured, unable to move,
in temperatures below freezing.

On Monday afternoon, the
dog went barking to nearby
snowmobilers.

Locals responded, bringing
a generator and a hair dryer
to keep Orth warm in his wet
clothes. Alaska State Troopers
‘were among responders, who took
Orth by helicopter to Providence
Alaska Medical Center.

Orth is being treated for an in-
jured neck, dislocated arms and
frostbite.

Police: Man urinated on

people near campus

F GAINESVILLE — Po-
lice are searching for

a man who has been urinating

on people near the University of

Florida campus.

The victims told police they
were standing with their backs
turned to the man when they felt
themselves being urinated upon.

The incidents occurred Feb. 22,
Feb. 26 and March 1 in various lo-
cations near the campus.

The victims all told police that
when they confronted the man,
he ran away.

Police are increasing patrols in
the area.

Plane makes emergency
stop due to unruly man
o PORTLAND — The
FBI said a Southwest
Airlines flight from Seattle to Sac-
ramento, Calif, made an emer-
gency landing in Oregon because
of a passenger who was displaying
gang signs, praising Jesus and de-
manding alcoholic drinks.

Sheron Lamar Rogers, 27, was
arrested Tuesday at the Portland
International Airport on an accu-
sation of interfering with a flight
crew. He was jailed until Thurs-
day afternoon, when a judge
agreed to his pre-trial release.
His court-appointed attorney,
Lisa Hay, declined to comment.

FBI special agent Jake Green
said in court papers that Rogers
argued with passengers and the
flight crew.

Accordingto Green, Rogers told
authorities he didn’t believe he
was threatening anyone, and any
gang signs he displayed “were for
Jesus.” He told investigators he
smoked “purple hash” before the
flight but didn’t feel high.

State House votes
on campus gun hill

I BOISE — The House

voted Thursday to back
a bill that would allow students,
faculty and visitors to carry guns

THE CENSUS

$25

The fine for possession of less than an ounce of pot under a plan that won easy approval from the District of Co-
lumbia City Council. Backers of the measure, which makes the offense a civil infraction, said the next step would be
to make pot fully legal in the nation’s capital. Smoking marijuana in public would still be a criminal offense. Seventeen
states have some form of marijuana decriminalization.
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Horsing around

From left, Brenda Jones, Justin Reeves and Kathy Hawkins play in a male-vs.-female game of cowboy mounted soccer Wednesday at the
1836 Chuckwagon Race Festival at Diamond B Ranch in Neches, Texas.

on Idaho’s college campuses.

The 50-19 decision came after
proponents argued the bill would
uphold Second Amendment rights
and give people on campuses to a
way to protect themselves.

The legislation aims to let re-
tired law enforcement officers
and people with Idaho’s enhanced
concealed-carry permit to bring
guns anywhere except dormito-
ries, stadiums and concert halls.

Lawmakers who voted against
it skewered the measure, saying
it’s being pushed through despite
opposition from the heads of all
eight public colleges and univer-
sities in the state.

Several university and college
presidents testified at a public
hearing that such a law would
disrupt the learning environment
they strive for and could put peo-
ple at risk.

Boy with cancer is made
honorary police chief
R BURRILLVILLE — A
Rhode Island boy with
cancer has received the surprise
birthday party of a lifetime.
Tyler Seddon turned 7 on
Thursday and has been named
honorary police chief of his
hometown of Burrillville. He was
given a citation by the governor to
recognize his service as “chief”
and driven around in a police
cruiser. Hundreds of firefighters,

police officers and first respond-
ers from several states threw him
a birthday party.

Tyler’s mother, Rachel Seddon-
Dunn, put out an appeal on social
media asking first responders to
send birthday messages to her
son. He’s battling leukemia for
the second time, and his family is
looking for matching bone mar-
row donors.

Tyler received messages from
all over the country, including
from the Los Angeles Police De-
partment, which sent a video fea-
turing its chief.

School bus driver
rescues kids in bus fire
BROOKLYN PARK

M — Police are com-

mending a school bus driver who
evacuated four students — two of
them in wheelchairs — after an
electrical fire broke out on the
bus in a northwestern Minneapo-
lis suburb.

Officials said the driver also
tried to douse the flames with a
fire extinguisher while firefight-
ers were on their way Thursday
morning.

The driver, a nurse and all
of the students aboard escaped
safely.

The bus was operated by
Cincinnati-based First Student
and was transporting special-
needs students.

SaraH A. MiLLER, Tvier (Texas) MorNiNG TeLEGRAPH/AP

AnOsseoSchool Districtspokes-
woman said a new bus arrived to
take the children to school.

Telescope captures
shattering asteroid

F CAPE CANAVERAL

— The Hubble Space
Telescope has captured the
first pictures of a disintegrating
asteroid.

Asteroid P/2013 R3 was detect-
ed in September in the asteroid
belt between the orbits of Mars
and Jupiter. It appeared as a fuzzy
object. Further observations by
ground telescopes revealed three
bodies. Hubble uncovered 10 ob-
jects, each with dusty tails. The
four largest fragments are up to
656 feet across.

Scientists said the asteroid
began coming apart early last
year. They theorize sunlight is
slowing pulling the asteroid apart
by increasing its rotation.

Wake up and smell the
bacon with a bacon app
w MADISON — Want to
wake up to the sound of
bacon sizzling on the stove with its
aroma drawing you out of bed?
There’s an app for that.
Oscar Mayer said it has cre-

ated a bacon-scented app for the
iPhone, developed by the Madison,

Wis.-based company’s Institute
for the Advancement of Bacon.

The company said that to emita
small puff reminiscent of bacon,
the user needs an external device
that plugs into the headphone
Jjack. The app itself produces the
sound of bacon sizzling in a pan.

Oscar Mayer said the aroma-
producing device won’t be sold
in stores and that quantities are
limited. The company is holding
a promotion to give away 4,700
devices.

Disabled Canadian ship
arrives at Pearl Harbor
H PEARL HARBOR, —A

Canadian refueling ship
disabled by an engine fire pulled
into Pearl Harbor under tow
Thursday morning with nearly
300 sailors aboard.

U.S. Navy tug boats guided
the HMCS Protecteur to a pier
after making a slow journey from
Pacific Ocean waters north of
Hawaii.

The ship got help from the U.S.
Navy after the fire broke out last
week, leaving 20 sailors with
minor injuries, the Royal Cana-
dian Navy said.

The Canadian navy said a doc-
tor treated sailors for dehydration,
exhaustion and smoke inhalation.
From wire reports
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‘Japan’s Beethoven’
sorry for fake work

TOKYO — The man once laud-
ed as “Japan’s Beethoven” bowed
repeatedly and apologized Friday
at his first media appearance
since it was revealed last month
that his famed musical composi-
tions were ghostwritten and he
wasn’t completely deaf.

Mamoru Samuragochi, S0, ap-
peared clean-shaven and minus
his trademark sunglasses and
long hair, in what could be seen as
a sign of remorse. He apologized
for the troubles he had caused his
fans, producers behind his works
and others.

“I will speak the truth,” he told
reporters, looking contrite in a
dark jacket. “I will make this my
last appearance on TV.”

Malaysia bans Ultraman
hook over use of Allah

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
— Malaysia has banned an Ultra-
man comic book because it uses
the word “Allah” to describe the
Japanese action hero.

The Home Ministry said in a
statement Friday that the Malay-
edition of “Ultraman, The Ultra
Power” contained elements that
can undermine public security
and societal morals.

It said “Ultraman is idolized by
many children” and equating the
lead character, Ultraman King,
with Allah would especially “con-
fuse Muslim children and dam-
age their faith.”

Girl bitten 100 times in
New Zealand dog attack

AUCKLAND, New Zealand —
New Zealand doctors said Friday
that a 7-year-old Japanese girl
‘was bitten about 100 times during
a dog mauling that has horrified
many in the South Pacific nation.

Zac Moaveni, a plastic and re-
constructive surgeon at Auck-
land’s Middlemore Hospital, told
reporters that the girl, Sakurako
Uehara, likely would need re-
peated surgeries until she was a
grown woman.

Hospital officials said Friday
the girl remained in a critical but
stable condition.

According to police, the girl was
attacked Monday by four Staf-
fordshire bull terrier-cross dogs
in the North Island town of Muru-
para while her family was visiting
friends who owned the animals.

International court
convicts Congo rebel

THE HAGUE, Netherlands —
The International Criminal Court
on Friday convicted arebel leader
of charges including murder and
pillage over a deadly attack on a
village in eastern Congo, but ac-
quitted him of rape, sexual slav-
ery and using child soldiers.

Germain Katanga showed no
emotion as judges convicted him
as an accessory in the attack on
the strategic village of Bogoro
on Feb. 24, 2003, in which some
200 civilians were hacked or shot
to death and many women were
raped and turned into sex slaves.

Katanga, nicknamed Simba, is
only the second person convicted
since the court was established in

02.

From The Associated Press

By LiBARDO CARDONA
The Associated Press

Colombia set

BOGOTA, Colombia — One
veteran of Colombia’s disbanded
far-right militias admitted to or-
dering or taking part in at least
3,000 Kkillings, mostly targeting
leftists, and incinerating many of
the corpses to destroy evidence.

Another ordered a hit on a
prominent intellectual who had
been unjustly accused of backing
insurgents and whose laptop held
evidence that helped convict Co-
lombia’s then-national spy chief
in the killing.

Those two men and about 400
other right-wing paramilitaries
are due to walk free this year
after serving eight-year sen-
tences for crimes that normally
carry more than triple the prison
terms. The first is expected to be
released within days.

Their lenient sentences were
enshrined in a 2005 “Justice and
Peace” law that provided a legal
framework for the militias’ sup-
posed dismantling under a peace
deal with the government of then-
President Alvaro Uribe.

Human rights activists say the
releases, expected to begin this
month, are both premature and
perilous for a country that many
believe is on the cusp of making
peace with leftist rebels. Activists
also say prosecutors failed the na-
tion by neglecting to completely
investigate the paramilitaries’
crimes and to ensure that they
paid just restitution to their vic-
tims, as the law stipulates.

Victims of the paramilitaries
fear they won’t just go back to
committing nonpolitical crimes
such as drug trafficking and ex-
tortion, but also will resume kill-
ing displaced peasants who are
trying to reclaim land that was
stolen, most often, by far-right
militias.

“They’ve told us they are afraid
of the paramilitaries getting out,”
Ivan Cepeda, a leftist congress-
man and longtime victims’ rights
advocate said of the victims. “It's
a feeling of great concern and
anxiety.”

There are also fears that, with
14-month-old peace talks with the
FARC progressing, right-wing
death squads could re-emerge
and target guerrillas who put
down their guns and take up elec-
toral politics.

Prosecutors say the releases
will be gradual and vow to keep
a close eye on the newly freed
and to throw them back into jail if
they break a single law.

Formed by ranchers and drug
traffickers to counter rebel kid-
napping and extortion, far-right

their

0 free prailitaries

during a

paramilitaries killed at least
156,000 people between 1980 and
2004, prosecutors estimate. They
also violently stole land, which
President Juan Manuel Santos’
government is trying to restore.
Many of those due to be released
this year were second-tier militia
commanders. Several were top
honchos.

Ramon Isaza, who is due to be
released in October, created the
first of the right-wing militias at
the end of the 1970s in the Magda-
lena Valley, where they received
training from corrupt military
officers and foreign mercenaries
led by the retired Israeli military
officer Yair Klein. Some of the stu-
dents went on to bomb civilians on
behalf of the late cocaine kingpin
Pablo Escobar as he fought efforts
to extradite him to the U.S.

Itwasfromsuchbeginningsthat
the United Defense Forces of Co-
lombia, or AUC, gained purchase,
committing a series of horrific
massacres in the late 1990s — at
the very time rebels of the leftist
Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia, or FARC, were gaining
strength, consistently routing the
country’s regular armed forces
on the battlefield.

With the close financial, logisti-
cal and intelligence support of the
United States, Uribe reversed the
litany of armed forces’ defeats
and, a provincial rancher himself,
persuaded AUC leaders, many of

them major drug traffickers, to
demobilize.

One second-tier leader, Edgar
Ignacio Fierro, kept files in his
computer detailing 550 murders
and other crimes committed
across Colombia’s entire Carib-
bean coast by the AUC. The most
prominent victim was Alfredo
Correa de Andreis, a human
rights defender shot dead by as-
sassins in September 2004 in the
coastal city of Barranquilla.

State agents months earlier had
trumped up subversion charges
against Correa, later discred-
ited, claiming he was a key rebel
ideologue.

Seven years after his murder,
the documents from Fierro’s lap-
top helped convict Jorge Noguera,
then director of the DAS domes-
tic intelligence agency, for the
crime. Noguera was sentenced to
25 years in prison.

Fierro, by contrast, received
only eight years and is slated to
be freed this month.

“Those were the rules of the
game,” said his lawyer, Hernando
Bocanegra.

Little restitution has been paid,
however, and little land returned.

A leading human rights lawyer,
Alirio Uribe, said only 140,000
hectares have been returned out
of the more than 2.5 million hect-
ares they stole.

The head of the unit in the chief
prosecutor’s office in charge of

Luis BenaviDes/AP

Ramon Isaza, center, eoqlmamier of the Magdalena Medio Bloc, speaks with his men before turning in

y in Puerto Triunfo, Colombia, in February 2006.

Justice and Peace law cases,
Carlos Villamil, did not provide a
figure for the total amount of res-
titution paid despite repeated re-
quests by The Associated Press.

His office did, however, note
that Isaza handed over property
worth a total of more than a half-
million dollars.

In addition to 2,000 paramili-
taries due eventually to be freed,
another 2,000 surrendered but
were never jailed. Others never
put down their weapons.

Hundreds from among the es-
timated 31,500 paramilitaries
who disbanded between 2003 and
2006 went on to join new criminal
gangs.

The investigative director of
the chief prosecutor’s office,
Luis Gonzalez, estimates that 14
percent of the 3,438 known gang
members in Colombia are former
paramilitaries, and police say
some have been used as enforcers
by regional power brokers, just as
the paramilitaries were.

Deputy  Justice  Minister
Miguel Samper said the Santos
government will honor the com-
mitment made by its predecessor
to adhere to the Justice and Peace
law and free paramilitaries.

Villamil insisted that the re-
leases would “not be automatic”
and the paramilitaries won’t have
it easy on the outside.

“They are going to be
watched.”

Activists: 17 rebels die in battle for Syrian town

The Associated Press

BEIRUT — Syrian activists say
at least 17 rebels have been killed
in a battle with government troops
for an opposition stronghold near
the border with Lebanon.

The Britain-based Syrian Ob-

servatory for Human Rights
says the opposition fighters died
in overnight clashes with troops
loyal to President Bashar Assad
near Yabroud.

The townis the lastrebel strong-
hold in Syria’s mountainous Qala-

moun region that stretches to the
border with Lebanon.

The Observatory said govern-
ment aircraft carried out six air-
strikes on rebel positions on the
outskirts of Yabroud on Friday.
There were no immediate reports

of casualties in the attacks

Backed by Lebanon’s Hezbol-
lah fighters, Assad’s troops have
been on a punishing offensive
there since November to cut
off supply routes to rebels from
Lebanon.
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By AvA BATRAWY
The Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — Dubai and
luxury are nearly synonymous. The city is home
to the world’s tallest tower, massive man-made
islands in the shape of palm trees and a fleet of
police cars that includes a Ferrari, a Lamborghini
and a $2.5 million Bugatti Veyron.

Now, to boost its glamour factor and economy,
the city has its eyes set on the multibillion-dollar-
a-year global fashion industry, which is currently
dominated by the U.S., Europe and Japan.

In the Middle East, Dubai is the powerhouse,
raking in almost half of the region’s market share
of retail spending.

As people in other parts of the Arab world grap-
ple with protests, violence and turmoil, Dubai’s
modern skyscrapers, over-the- top glnz and fla;r

provide the wel d a
endless supply of mdulgence and distraction.

Real estate services firm CBRE ranks Dubai
as the second-most important destination for in-
ternational retailers, after London. A little more
than half of all major international retailers have
outlets in Dubai, and a third of all luxury spend-
ing in the Middle East happens here, according to
consulting firm Bain and Co.

LUXURY

Having already cornered the market in opulence, Dubai vies to be the world’s next fashion capital

But the city’s officials want more. They want
Dubai to evolve into a hub of creativity that at-
tracts the region’s best designers.

Construction has already begun on a massive
project called the Dubai Design District, or D3.
The site is dedicated to the fashion industry and
will house design studios, boutique hotels, high-
end apartments and, of course, a promenade for
shopping.

The first phase of construction on the 1.7 mil-
lion-square-meter site will cost around $1 billion
and be ready by 2015, said Amina Al Rustamani,
CEO of Tecom I which is
D3.

She said the idea is to bring creative minds to-
gether under one umbrella.

“So the idea was like, OK, why can’t we cre-
ate a SOHO destination for these designers to be
in, one place where you have specific events and
activities and promotion for tourists to come and
see really what is special that Dubai could offer to
them?” she said.

With foreigners making up roughly 90 percent
of its population, Dubai’s designers say the city is
great for new brands and entrepreneurs who want
the world to take notice.

“Dubai is a melting pot. There are over 200 na-

HOME FOR

tionalities here, so there’s always a different target
audience to cater to without even leaving the coun-
try,” said Shaimaa Gargash, one of three Emirati
sisters behind the 3-year-old fashion label House
of Fatam.

Local designers say there is a misconception
that Arab women in the Gulf — who tradition-
ally wear long black robes over their clothes and
matching black scarves over their hair and even
faces — are not daring when it comes to what they
wear underneath and in front of other women.

“They are actually more adventurous than peo-
ple think,” said Lamia Gargash, one of the found-
ers of House of Fatam.

Capitalizing on the growing interest in local
brands, D3 will be built up over the next decade
to act as a gateway for emerging designers from
South Asia to North Africa.

“We believe Dubai Design District will be dif-
ferent than what you hear about in Milan or Paris.
... We want to create our own identity,” Al Rusta-
mani said.

‘We believe Dubai Design District will be different than what you hear about
We want to create our own identity.’ — Amina Al Rustamani, Tecom Investments CEQ

in Milan or Paris. ...
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‘Delusional TV writer thinks he’s Mark Twain’

B.J. Novak compiles tales with honesty, heart in ‘One More Thing: Stories and Other Stories’

By ConNIE OGLE
The Miami Herald

riters learn their craft in any

number of ways — from books

they read, classes they take,

the editors with whom they
work. B.J. Novak says his best lesson came
from comedian Steve Carell.

As a young writer, actor and co-producer
on the NBC series “The Office” — he played
the self-involved Ryan Howard — Novak
had done standup comedy and tended to
think in terms of jokes. Carell, the former
“Daily Show” correspondent who starred
as excruciatingly clueless boss Michael
Scott, had a different

approach.
“The idea, which
came from Steve

E M Wt b
ONE #ufE T8 Carell's background in
improv and from show
runner Greg Dan-
iels, is that everything
should proceed from
honesty,” says Novak,
who worked on the
mockumentary-style
series for its eight-sea-
son run. “If you do that, comedy and drama
can be indistinguishable. If you are true to
all these characters, they will naturally
reveal themselves to be funny. You didn’t
have to worry about chasing the joke.

“That was very scary. .. I'd be like,
‘Where are the jokes? We gotta kill"” This
one time I brought jokes to Steve Carell,
and he said, ‘These feel like jokes to me.
I said, ‘It’s my job! I wrote you great jokes
for this sitcom you’re the star of! Did you
not get the memo?!” But he was right. You
have to find honesty first.”

Novak, 34, puts this theory to good use in
“One More Thing: Stories and Other Sto-
ries.” Eschewing the usual humorous ce-
lebrity memoir or essays of the sort penned
by Tina Fey or Novak’s BFF and “Office”
cohort Mindy Kaling, Novak writes fiction
— short, clever, funny fiction. He’s not your
usual short story writer — how many of
them have actually co-starred in a Quentin
Tarantino movie? — but the results display
that honesty Carell was talking about, as
well as quite a bit of heart.

Some of the stories are mere tidbits.

BT eviic

'] 5

1 respect fiction.
I’'m a serious reader.
I was a serious
student of fiction and
didn’t think I had any
business mucking
around in it. But as |

found my own voice in
writing TV year after
year and in doing
standup, | realized my
writing voice was what

1 should pay attention
to, not what I thought
of as fiction. Nothing
1 could do would
damage the fiction
that was already out
there.”

B.J. Novak
on writing his new book, “One More
Thing: Stories and Other Stories”

“The Walk to School on the Day After
Labor Day” simply reads: “I was sad that
summer was over. But I was happy that
it was over for my enemies, too.” “Kind-
ness Among Cakes” consists of a short but
pointed conversation: “CHILD: Why does
carrot cake have the besticing? MOTHER:
Because it needs the best icing.”

Other stories run at a more traditional
length, such as “Sophia,” about a guy who
buys a sex robot, then returns her when she
confesses she’s in love with him. The story,
like all the others, grew from an idea Novak
jotted down in a pocket notebook: “First
artificial intelligence to fall in love falls for
a guy who doesn’t want commitment.” He
considered writing a short film about the

Invision/AP

premise, but when the idea of a book arose,
his “Office” training kicked in.

“These are bizarre characters, but I
was really interested in this guy and this
creation that could feel love,” Novak says.
“We’ve all been through heartbreak and
emotional confusion about the issue of love.
Before I knew it, I had put in so many of
my most private fears and theories about
love for both of these characters. I never
would’ve had the courage to do that in a
memoir.”

Timothy O’Connell, Novak’s editor at
Knopf, calls him a natural storyteller.

“That shows both in his readings and
on the page,” O’Connell says. “He has so
many ideas, and the way he spins these

ideas out — it was just a lot of fun to work
with him. He’s rare. The spectrum he can
cover is something you just don’t work with
every day as an editor.”

So, yes. Though he played one of Brad
Pitt’sNazikillersin “Inglourious Basterds,”
and though his favorite “Office” character
to write for was Michael Scott — “He had
this huge heart and this brain that couldn’t
quite keep up” — Novak comes by his love
of literature honestly. After all, who but a
lit lover writes a story, complete with foot-
notes, about a struggling poet who chases
glory translating the classics? He gradu-
ated from Harvard University with a de-
gree in English and Spanish literature. His
father, William Novak, co-edited “The Big
Book of Jewish Humor” and ghostwrote
autobiographies of Magic Johnson, Oliver
North, Nancy Reagan and Lee Iacocca.

Yet Novak was still nervous about ven-
turing into literary waters.

“I was intimidated,” admits Novak. “I
respect fiction. I'm a serious reader. I was
a serious student of fiction and didn’t think
I had any business mucking around in it.
But as I found my own voice in writing TV
year after year and in doing standup, I re-
alized my writing voice was what I should
pay attention to, not what I thought of as
fiction. Nothing I could do would damage
the fiction that was already out there.”

Standup comedy is not the usual path to
publishing short stories, but it turns out to
have been solid training for Novak, who
says he has read most of his stories at least
20 times on stage over the course of the
editorial process. He likens his method to
that of David Sedaris, who also hones and
edits his stories by performing them in
front of an audience.

“There used to be much more of a tra-
dition of this,” he says. “Mark Twain was
really a standup comic. He was a persona.
He would go from city to city telling sto-
ries. Charles Dickens, too, performed sto-
ries on stage. Both of them have writing
that reads as popular entertainment, and
they had this tradition of performing live.
I'm sure it did shape them. They had a real
consciousness of how it sounded.

“My main point here is I am just like
Mark Twain and Charles Dickens. There’s
your headline: ‘Delusional TV writer
thinks he’s Mark Twain.’”

‘The Snowden Files’ tells of ‘biggest intelligence leak in history’

By JEFFREY BURKE
Newsday

ine months ago, Edward
Snowden rocked the
U.S. government and
many of its allies and
antagonists by leaking top-secret
documents that exposed massive
surveillance programs by Wash-
ington’s National Security Agency.
Along with its brief to spy on bad
guys, it was bugging world leaders
and monitoring the telephone and
Internet traffic of millions of ordi-
nary people at home and abroad.
Snowden, now 30, dropped his
bombshell in early June, while in
Hong Kong, and was indicted by
the U.S. government for espionage
on June 21. The unquiet American
flew to Moscow two days later,
seeking asylum with another su-
perpower not known for respect-
ing privacy — or extradition
efforts.

“The Snowden Files,” the first
book on what British journalist
Luke Harding calls “the biggest
intelligence leak in history,” is a
readable and thorough account.
The  narra-
tive is rich in
newsroom de-
tails, reflect-
ing Harding’s
inside access
as a corre-
spondent  for
the London-
based Guard-
iannewspaper,
which  broke
the story.

When Snowden first meets his
two hand-picked contacts in Hong
Kong, he is carrying a Rubik’s
cube to identify himself. They
are waiting, as ordered, by a big
plastic alligator in a hotel lobby.
The spycraft is amusing but not
overblown for someone about to

become “the world’s most-wanted
man.” References to spies and
James Bond abound, along with
repeated superlatives that suggest
a compulsion to oversell a story
that hardly needs it.

The pair by the gator are Guard-
ian columnist Glenn Greenwald,
who will lead the paper’s cover-
age of the leaks, and documentary
filmmaker Laura Poitras, whose
video will give the world its first
view of this renegade.

Harding traces Snowden’s rapid
evolution from clever teenage geek
in Maryland — who didn’t finish
high school but earned a diploma
equivalent — to a young adult with
exceptional computer skills and
top-secret clearance. His résumé
includes the Central Intelligence
Agency, the Defense Intelligence
Agency and the NSA.

During a stint with the CIA in
Switzerland, the agency’s dirty
tricks began to sour him on spy-

ing.

“I realized I was part of some-
thing that was doing far more
harm than good,” Snowden later
said to Greenwald. (It doesn’t ap-
pear that Harding himself ever
interviewed Snowden.)

The disillusionment deepened
between 2009 and 2012 while
working in Japan, as “he found out
just how all-consuming the NSA’s
surveillance activities are.” What
“pushed Snowden over the edge”
was an NSA report that “involved
the collection of content and meta-
data from millions of Americans
without a warrant.”

Snowden began his own col-
lection, especially during his last
NSA job, in Hawaii.

He also approached Poitras and
Greenwald about working with
him. In May 2013, he flew to Hong
Kong to begin life as a fugitive.
Two days after the alligator assig-
nation, the Guardian’s operation

in the United States — where the
risk of official gagging or arrest
was lower than in Britain — pub-
lished the first story.

Harding explores at great
length the NSA’s alliance with and
hefty financial support of Britain’s
Government Communications
Headquarters. It's part of the
book’s heavily British flavor, along
with the busy Guardian, the fenc-
ing with London officials, some
grammatical tics and the ubiqui-
tous 007.

Harding’s book offers a refresh-
er for those who have followed the
tale closely and a useful compen-
dium for those catching up.

Its occasional rough spots and
repetitions can be forgiven in light
of what he has put together in a
short time on a story that develops
almost daily. The writer deserves
unqualified praise for fueling the
debate on privacy that Snowden so
hoped to ignite.
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For those with orthorexia, diet can never be

By Mary MAcVEAN
Los Angeles Times

ne awful day, D.C. Copeland recalls,

her perspective on her “pure” diet

had become so distorted that she

found herself crying in a grocery
store because she could not decide whether
the kale or the chard was “better.”

Jennifer Lombardi had so limited what she
considered healthful that she found herself
fending off others’ questions about her diet. So
she fabricated all sorts of food allergies — so
no one would challenge her.

Both women say they were struggling with
orthorexia, a condition that had them so con-
sumed with a health food diet — or, as many
people now term it, a clean diet — that the list
of foods they’d eat shrank and shrank.

Their initial impulses might have been fine:
perhaps cutting out processed foods or eat-
ing only organic food. But what if someone
believes she absolutely cannot touch carrot
juice if it’s not organic? Or that she can eat
only vegan raw food or not a single carb? The
result, says Sondra Kronberg, a registered di-
etitian and nutrition therapist based on Long
Island, can be malnutrition, brittle bones and
other problems.

Our culture is immersed in advice and
admonitions about the “right” way
to eat: Juice, Paleo, low-carb, no-
fat, GMO-free diets abound. So
perhaps it’s no wonder that the
terrain gets dicey for some
people.

Orthorexia  “absolutely”
is growing, says Kimberley
Quinlan, a psychotherapist
at the OCD Center of Los
Angeles, an outpatient
clinic that special-
izes in obsessive

ILLusTRATION BY BEV ScHILLING/Stars and Stripes

compulsive disorder.

People who struggle with anorexia or buli-
mia generally have a preoccupation with their
appearance and sometimes cannot rightly
judge if their weight is appropriate. Those
with orthorexia “are not looking to lose weight
or are not fixated on a number on a scale,”
Lombardi says. “They say, ‘I want to look at
the value of food, and I want to look at an al-
truistic approach.’”

For Copeland, who had obsessive compul-
sive disorder as a child and later had prob-
lems with alcohol and drugs, getting sober in
her 20s also meant that it was important to eat
healthfully.

“I got into raw veganism, colonics, enemas
and a whole way of life. It was so insanely
pure. There was no room for error. I couldn’t
even work. All the energy went into making
my green smoothies and doing a yoga class,”
she says. “I was addicted to this feeling; I had
to be pure.”

A hallmark of orthorexia is perfectionism,
finding the “perfect” foods. “Theoretically,
if we do things right or perfectly, people will
be less upset with us, we will experience less
adversity,” Lombardi says. “There’s no room
for lmperfectmn and there’s no room for en-
joyment.

| —

27
WS
KA

———

Orthorexia was named in 1996 but has yet
to be accepted as a formal diagnosis in the Di-
agnostic and Statistical Manual, the bible of
psychiatric illnesses. Some therapists see it as
an eating disorder, others as a manifestation
of OCD. Some doctors think a separate diag-
nosis is unnecessary.

Whatever it’s called, therapists say, there
are people whose rigid attention to what to
eat, its nutritional content and how the food
is grown and processed can put themselves in
danger. A person might start “by getting rid
of processed foods, then sugars and gluten,
and little by little most things get taken out.
They’ll take out meat. Only raw foods, only
fruit. There are no real rules, but it usually
gets down to a very small number of foods,”
Quinlan said.

In addition, sufferers generally think there’s
nothing wrong with their behavior.

Copeland, a Yale graduate, says she was sure
that her “pure” diet would help her reach her
potential, but she now sees that it left her ener-
vated, isolated and unwilling to leave her house
without bringing her own food.

“If I can fill my whole mind with food and
the purity of the food and the green smooth-
ies, then I can stay sober,” Copeland says in

describing her thought process.

The day she couldn’t
choose which greens to
buy, she called her Al-
coholics Anonymous
sponsor and began

to get the help she
needed, eventually
seeing Quinlan and
undergoing thera-

py thatincluded
learning to eat

foods she had

. rejected.

Qe

More Kids,
youths get
caffeine
from coffee

By DEBORAH NETBURN
Los Angeles Times

hildren might be con-
suming more caffeine
than we realize. A
new study finds that
73 percent of children and
young adults in the United
States have caffeine in their
systems on any given day.

Over the past 10 years, the
overall percentage of children
and young adults ages 2 to 22
who ingest caffeine has stayed
the same, but the way they get
caffeine has changed, accord-
ing to a study published last
month in the journal Pediat-
rics.

Among kids, soda consump-
tion is down, and coffee con-
sumption is up. In 2000, 62
percent of young caffeine con-
sumers got their caffeine in
soda. By 2010, however, just 38
percent of the caffeine ingest-
ed by kids came from soda.

And while coffee account-
ed for 10 percent of caffeine
intake among youngsters in
2000, by 2010, it was respon-
sible for nearly a quarter of
their caffeine intake.

Tea held steady as the No.
2 way that kids got caffeine
throughout the duration of the
study.

Amy Branum, a health stat-
istician with the Centers for
Disease Control and Preven-
tion, said she was surprised
that caffeine consumption
among kids had not grown
more.

“You hear a lot about energy
drinks in particular so we ex-
pected to see an increase,” she
said. “That was our ongmal
hypothesis.”

The percentage of Kkids
who got caffeine from en-
ergy drinks did grow from 0
percent to 6 percent over the
course of the study, but that is
mostly because energy drinks
were not available when the
study started.

“In 2005 we saw a very
small percentage, less than S
percent of kids, who got caf-
feine from energy drinks, and
then it was S percent and then
it was 6 percent, so it was not
exponential increases,” she
said.

It is still unclear how harm-
ful caffeine is to kids, but the
American Academy of Pediat-
rics says caffeine-containing
beverages should generally be
avoided by children.

The study also looked at
the demographics of caffeine-
drinking kids. It found that
non-Hispanic white children
were more like to consume
caffeine than non-Hispanic
black or Mexican-American
kids, and that higher-income
kids were more likely to con-
sume caffeine than those who
fell below the poverty thresh-
old.
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Eric Cartman in all his uncensored glory

Humor, offense of ‘Stick of Truth’
will delight any ‘South Park’ fan

By MiIcHAEL S. DARNELL
Stars and Stripes

s the saying goes, if you
want to do something
right, you're going to
have to do it yourself.

After a string of failed games
by now-defunct Acclaim Enter-
tainment, “South Park” creators
Matt Stone and Trey Parker re-
took control over future game
development with the creation
of their in-house entertainment
label, South Park Digital Studios.

Their increased involvement
with games bearing the name
“South Park” has resulted in a
couple of true-to-source Xbox
Live Arcade titles, but even those
weren’t what fans wanted. Fans
have been clamoring for a game
that looks, feels and sounds like
the animated show.

To that end, South Park Digi-
tal Studios entered a partnership
with Obsidian Entertainment, the
studio responsible for some of the
best — albeit buggiest — role-
playing games ever made, includ-
ing the massive “Fallout: New
Vegas” and cult favorite “Alpha
Protocol.”

The result of that partnership is
“South Park: The Stick of Truth,”
a role-playing game written by
the very people responsible for 17
seasons worth of TV episodes, a
feature-length movie and equal
parts hilarity and controversy.

“South Park” fans can rest
easy, knowing that there were
no punches pulled on the PC ver-
sion I played and that the game
is just as offensively hilarious as
the show. It’s important to note
that there are five versions of the
game, with only the North and
South American versions being
completely uncensored on all
platforms. Germany and Aus-
tria’s version has removed some
of the humor in the console ver-
sion and Nazi symbolism from all
versions. The rest of Europe and
Russia will have censored con-
sole versions and the Australian
version is censored across every
platform.

The game’s humor matches and
exceeds the level of offense the
show generates. It even shocked
me, a lifelong fan who has seen
every episode multiple times.
It should go without saying, but
if you're easily offended, this is
most definitely not the game for
you.

You have been warned.

On the other hand, if you're
familiar with the adventures of
Stan, Kyle, Cartman, Kenny and
Butters, you'll feel right at home
with the setting of “The Stick of
Truth.” The game is visually in-
distinguishable from the show,

and each character is voiced by
the voice actor who brings them
to life on the TV screen.

The amount of fan service
packed into every aspect of the
game is impressive — you’ll meet
up with the Underpants Gnomes,
visit Tweek’s family coffee shop
and hang out at Cartman’s house.
Every piece of loot you gather is
a callback to the show. Even the
familiar banjo twang that opens
each episode greets players when
they boot up the game. From start
to finish, this is a true “South
Park” experience.

The game itself revolves
around the conceit that the boys
are playing swords and sorcery,
so the game is filtered through
their eyes. Cartman is a wizard
king, Butters is a noble paladin,
Kenny is a beautiful princess,
and they’re all at war with the
dastardly elves (Stan and Kyle’s
faction).

You play as the new kid in town
who helps to turn the tide of the
make-believe war, thanks to the
power of your magical flatulence.
Of course, in true “South Park”
style, everything goes off the rails
very quickly and you must even-
tually help save the town from a
great evil that I won’t spoil here.

You'll create your own version
of what the new kid looks like,
choosing one of the four classes
(fighter, wizard, thief or Jew),
then from a decent array of cus-
tomization options. You're then
dropped into the town of South
Park. You can explore most of the
town from the start, though you’ll
open up new areas (including the
exotic, faraway land of Canada) as
you gain new abilities. Like most
role-playing games, you’ll gain
side quests, experience points
and loot as you traipse about talk-
ing to folks.

Along the way, you will amass
a crew of companions, though
only one of them at a time can ac-
company you. Most of them have
a special ability that will help you
get past certain obstacles and
each have their own abilities in
combat. For instance, Butters has
the ability to heal people in and
out of combat, while Stan har-
nesses the power of his dog to ...
well, short out certain electrical
sources on the map.

You can easily swap between
buddies from the menu, which is
set up to resemble a social media
site. Non-playable characters are
added to your roster of friends,
which will increase the amount
of perks you unlock, giving you
more reason to explore the town
and complete quests. The game
is largely driven by the narra-
tive, though, so while there are
side quests, these are relatively

Photos courtesy of Ubisoft

Kyle, Cartman, Slzn, Kenny, Butters. Every major “South Park”
makes ai

in the new game, “Stick of Truth,”
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sparse.

A fair amount of time is spent
in combat, which is handled with
a turn-based timing system. You
have regular, heavy, ranged and
special attacks, each of which are
tied to the timing of your button
presses. A prompt will be shown
in the attack animation and if you
time your button press correctly,
your attack will do more damage.
The same mechanic applies to de-
fense. Enemies will adjust to your
tactics, forcing you to switch be-
tween melee and ranged attacks.
Fans of games like “Paper Mario”
will feel right at home with this
system. Personally, I've always
found this type of system engag-
ing, because you’re doing some-
thing in every encounter.

The loot you gather along the
way is broken up into different
categories and is handled sur-
prisingly well. Weapons, armor,
status-affecting patches and add-
ons can be swapped out to give
players a great amount of control
over the look and feel of their
character. A worn gas mask, for
example, shows up on your char-
acter model and protects from
gross-out attacks — the game’s
take on poison status. A num-

ber of purely cosmetic items are
found along the way, and clothing
and armor can be colored howev-
er you'd like. Sadly, these changes
can only be applied to the new
kid. Your companions will gain
some special abilities as the game
progresses, but you can’t change
their weapons or appearance.

The mix-and-match patch and
add-on system can make even
the tougher battles manageable
(looking at you, Mr. Gore), but it
can create some wild unbalances
in the difficulty level. Toward the
middle of the game, you’ll get a
combination of patches and armor
that will allow you to attack again
after you Kkill an enemy. Since
each attack will generally kill an
enemy, you’ll just breeze though a
large chunk of the combat with-
out taking a scratch. I eventually
forced myself to use a different
setup, just to bring back some
challenge to the battles.

It’s worth noting that Obsidian
is going to do wonders for their
reputation with the technical ex-
ecution of the game. Generally,
you take the good with the bad
when playing an Obsidian title,
and they’ve gotten somewhat of a
rep for putting out buggy games.

Overall grade: A

“The Stick of Truth” shows what
they’re capable of accomplishing
without tight time constraints.
I had zero bugs in the 13 hours
of play time on my gaming rig.
I can’t speak to how stable it is
on consoles, but there have been
some streams going online show-
ing some small amounts of slow-
down in some areas, but nothing
else.

The length is definitely on the
shorter side for the genre, but
the game is largely without filler.
I'm a huge fan of lengthy games
like “Skyrim,” but some of the
greatest entries in the genre have
been short, sweet and to the point.
“Stick of Truth” left me wanting
more exploration possibilities,
but I felt that 13 to 15 hours was
plenty of time spent in a game re-
volving around fart jokes.

When the end-game credits
rolled, I was a little sad to see it
go, but even happier I never felt T
had to slog through poorly-paced
filler. There is some room for im-
provement, mostly in the difficul-
ty balance and restriction on only
one companion at a time.

If you're not a fan of “South
Park,” most of the game’s humor
will go over your head. But for
long-suffering fans, who at one
point had to put up with “Chef’s
Luv Shack,” having a fantastic
“South Park” game that looks,
feels and plays like a season of
the show is a dream come true.
And even though it’s easily the
best game to use the South Park
license, it’s also a solid role-play-
ing experience.

Bottom line: A If you've ever
been a fan of South Park, you owe
it to yourself to buy this now.

Platforms: Xbox 360, PlaySta-
tion 3, PC

Online:
stickoftruth

southpark.ubi.com/

’ Many more staff-written game reviews at stripes.com/military-life
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New album shows Bentley’s split personality

By Caris TALBOTT
The Associated Press

ierks Bentley bought
aplane, but it was no
country star vanity
purchase.

The singer long ago earned
his pilot’s license but thought he
had no use for it as he chased his
music dreams. One day, though,
he realized that if he could fly to
some of his gigs instead of step-
ping on a bus, he’'d get an extra
day at home.

“Since the kids came around,
it’s just this push and pull to cut
corners, being on the road, being
home, trying to get home faster,”
Bentley said. “I can’t afford to sit
in the back right seat of a jet, but
I realized I could afford to sit in
the front left seat of a prop plane.
... I get that one extra night with
my kids. That may not seem like
much, but it is.”

That push and pull is at the
heart of Bentley’s new album,
“Riser,” released on Feb. 25. His
seventh studio LP bobs back and
forth between contemplative
songs examining themes of fam-
ily and loss and party rockers
that play best in the 38-year-old’s
boisterous live show.

Dierks Bentley

Riser (Capitol Nashville)

Contemporary country singer
Dierks Bentley changed pro-
ducers for “Riser,” his seventh
album, and the results play up
along-held U2 influence. The
chiming guitars and slow-boil-
ing melodies add a simmering
passion to Bentley’s distinctive
vocal and writing style, while the
lyrics and subtle instrumental
touches tie it to country music.

Working with producer Ross
Copperman, Bentley’s ambitious
reach comes charging back in
such new gems as the spiritual
“Here On Earth” and the person-
al statements of “I Hold On” and
“Damn These Dreams.”

The album’s arr

It’s among his most personal
work. His father died near the
beginning of the writing and
recording process. And his first
son and third child, Knox, was
born toward the end, offering
Bentley a wealth of reflections
and emotions to sift.

“There were times in the
months after he passed that I'd
pick up the phone to call him
about something funny or what-
ever,” Bentley said of his father.
“I still have his number in my
phone. And when the kids are a
little older, now is when I really
need to talk to him, not when
they’re born. My daughter’s los-
ing her tooth, and I want to ask
him, ‘Did you really do the string
thing where you tied it around
my tooth and slammed the door?
I'm pretty sure you did.””

Bentley looks at family life
and grown-up themes on songs
like the title track, “Damn These
Dreams,” “I Hold On” and
“Here on Earth,” which looks at
the grief of losing a child and
was inspired by the shootings
at Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Connecticut.

At the same time,

Bentley spends at least
three nights a week on

Musgraves) and the
tangled emotions of “Say
You Do.”

Bentley has often shown
a sly sense of humor, and it
surfaces on the entertain-
ing “Drunk on a Plane,”

— arefinement of a sound
Bentley has drawn on since his
2003 debut — mix atmospheric
touches with steady rhythms that
percolate and at times explode
into fist-pumping anthems. The
sound accentuates the strengths
of Bentley’s voice, which nicely
articulates narrative story songs
like “Bourbon In Kentucky”
(with harmony vocals by Kacey

which toturna
poignant portrait of heart-
break into a party song.
“Riser” might not lift
Bentley to the top-tier rank of
label mates Luke Bryan and
Eric Church, but the singer-
songwriter continues to bring
amuch-needed creative heft to
country music.
— Michael McCall
The Associated Press

Courtesy of
Universal Music Group

the road a majority of weeks, and
the album has plenty of cuts with
titles like “Drunk on a Plane”
and “Pretty Girls.”

“I can still relate to the 17-
year-old kid who jacks his truck
up because my truck’s out there

and it’s still jacked up,” he

said. “But I also get to

be this guy who

has this really

full life.” i
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GADGET WATCH

Motrr Galileo captures
the perfect panoramic

By GrREGG ELLMAN
The McClatchy-Tribune News Service

he Motrr Galileo is an iPhone
dock designed for taking perfect
360-degree panoramic images.
It’s available for Apple iOS de-
vices in a Bluetooth ($149.95) model and
30-pin dock connection ($99.95).

The Bluetooth is listed to work with the
iPhone 5/5S/5C, iPhone 4/4S and iPod
Touch (Sth generation). The 30-pin Gali-
leo is for the iPhone 4/4S, iPhone 3GS and
iPod Touch (4th generation).

Both work with many photography apps,
alllisted on the Motrr site (motrr.com/apps.
html). It’s updated as new apps become
available, but there are already many to
choose from including Sphere, TimeLapse,
DMD Panorama and many more.

The Motrr app is free, but there is a
charge for some of the others; for example,
the Panorama app is $1.99 in the Apple
App Store.

The 30-pin dock doubles as a charging
station since it has a built-in rechargeable
lithium polymer battery. A standard tripod
mount is on the bottom of both versions.

Right out of the box you would think the
Galileo is an Apple product with its solid
construction and white finish (also avail-
able in black).

It takes a little getting used to, but after
some experiments it worked really well.
You’ll probably have to take your case off,
as I did, for it to fit in the dock. It works in
both landscape and portrait positions.

If it were late December instead of early
March, the Galileo would be my gadget
of the year. For now, I'll just say it has
an early lead.

Online: motrr.com

Jongo from Pure (pictured below) is one
of the best complete portable speaker sys-
tems yet. There are many options for the
system’s speakers: paired as a stereo sys-
tem, a single speaker in different rooms;
inside or outside use; multiple users;
multiple colors; and in multiple
streaming choices.

If you stream by connecting to
your personal Wi-Fi network, as I
did, you’ll probably have to read
the directions for the setup. But
connecting into Wi-Fi to stream
audio gives you greater range
compared to Bluetooth, which
gives you only about 30 feet.

The specific pieces I sampled
were the Jongo T2 and the Jongo
S3.

The Jongo S3 ($229) is a desk-
top/bookshelf-sized portable, re-
chargeable wireless speaker (5.16
by 5.47 by 5.31 inches) and comes in
black, white or a mixture called Piano
(white body with a black grill) but can
be accessorized to coordinate with your
room’s color scheme.

A grille pack ($29.99) of easy-to-fit re-
placements is available in white, lime
green, burnt orange or mango.

The speaker produces 360-degree sound
from five internal speakers (four tweeters
for 360-degree sound and an upward-fir-
ing subwoofer for powerful bass) and can
be paired with additional S3’s to form ste-
reo sound. More is better but even just a

single S3 fills the room
with sound.

As for the Jongo T2
($179), it won’t fill the
room like the S3 but it
makes a great choice
for background sound
where you don’t want
the volume cranked

up.

A pair of 10W 3-inch,
mid-range drivers are
inside and optional
grill covers are avail-
able in mango, burnt
orange and lime green.

Both speakers can
be used with Apple or
Android devices using

Pure/MCT ~ Wi-Fi or Bluetooth,

Morrr/MCT

The Motrr Galileo is an iPhone
dock designed for taking perfect
360-degree panoramic images.

along with the Free Pure Connect app.

The company’s Pure Connect app lets
users turn their smartphone into a remote
control for your music and your choice of
Jongo speaker output. This includes your
personal playlists or access to a never-end-
ing list of radio stations and music.

The app is free, but there are different
levels of service within the app that may
incur monthly fees. For example the Green
level is free, up to the Violet level for $9.99
per month.

Earlier this year, Pure announced third-
party app support via Bluetooth, allowing
the Jongo system to support all
music apps including Pando-
ra, Spotify and many more.

This service is expected
out in the spring.

Online: pure.com

The Soldier portable
battery is a best friend for
the adventurous traveler.
This handy 7800mAh bat-
tery backup is built for the
roughest  environments
with a waterproof, rugged
shock-proof body.

DicitaL TReasures/MCT

It’s built with a standard USB and a mi-
croUSB port for charging portable elec-
tronics on the go and a flashlight with SOS
functionality. LED indicators display the
remaining battery life.

A friend recently spent two weeks hiking
in Central America, and agree to take the
backpack-friendly battery (4.52 by 3.46 by
1.14 inches) along with him.

The Soldier lived up to its name, han-
dling all the rough and tumble of two weeks
on and off the trail. An accidental dip in a
stream verified the company’s statement
that it’s waterproof up to 3 feet deep for up

to 30 minutes.

No electronic device can be a
perfect solution for all situations,
and this had its own limitations.
At one pound, it might be a little
more weight than some adven-
turers want to carry. And to re-
charge the three internal Li-ion
3.7V 2500 mAh batteries, you'll
need to include your own USB-
to-outlet plug to connect with
the supplied cord for an 8-hour
charge.
Online: digitaltreasures.com;
$59.99 at Amazon.com

ITUNES MUSIC

Top 10 songs on the iTunes Store for
March 5:

1. “Happy” (from “Despicable Me 27,
Pharrell Williams

. “Let It Go,” Idina Menzel

“All of Me,” John Legend

“Magic,” Coldplay

“Dark Horse,” Katy Perry (feat. Juicy

Sonwn

“Pompeii,” Bastille

“The Man,” Aloe Blacc

“Team,” Lorde

“Ordinary Love,” U2

10. “Best Day of My Life,” American
Authors

V®PNo

— Compiled by MCT

SPOTIFY MUSIC

The top streamed tracks on Spotify from
Feb. 24-March. 2:

1. Katy Perry, “Dark Horse"

2. Jason Derulo, “Talk Dirty — feat. 2
Chainz”

3. Basille, “Pompeii”

4. Beyonce, “Drunk In Love”

5. Lorde, “Team”

6. John Legend, “All of Me”

7. Pitbull, “Timber”

8. Pharrell Williams, “Happy (from
Despicable Me 2)”

9. OneRepublic, “Counting Stars”
10. A Great Big World, “Say Some-
thing”

— Compiled by The Associated Press

ITUNES MOVIES

Top 10 movies downloaded from the
Tunes Store for March 5:

1. “12 Years a Slave”

2. “Dallas Buyers
ub”

3. “Gravity”

4 “Thor: e

Dark World”

5. “Blue Jasmine”

6. “Nebraska”

7. “Capfain

Phillips”

8. “Short Term

12"

BOYERS CLUB

9. “Jackass
Presents: Bad
Grandpa” (Unrated)
10. “The Great Beauty”

— Compiled by MCT

VIDEO GAMES

The editors of Game Informer Maga-
zine rank the top 10 games for March:

1. “Dark Souls Il PS3, 360, PC

2. “Titanfall,” Xbox One, PC

3. “Strider,” PS4, Xbox One, PS3,

360, PC

4. $hadowrun Returns: Dragonfall,”
C

5. “The Last of Us: Left Behind,” PS3
6. "Our Darker Purpose,” PC

7. "South Park: The Stick of Truth,”
PS3, 360

8. “Thief,” PS4, Xbox One, PS3, 360,
PC

9. "Banished,” PC

10. “Earth Defense Force 2025,” PS3,
360

— Compiled by MCT

APPS

Top 5 new free apps for March 5:
ANDROID

1. Splashy Fish

2. LEGO City My City

3. Crazy Doctor

4. Deadman’s Cross

5. Mad Skills Motocross 2

Top 5 free apps for March 5:
APPLE

1. Disney Movies Anywhere
2. Flappy Wings — FREE

3. Farm Heroes Saga

4. Jumpy Jack

5. Caleulator for iPad Free

— Compiled by MCT
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Man denies bitcoin link made by Newsweek

By RyAN NAKASHIMA
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES Dorian
Prentice Satoshi Nakamoto said
Thursday that he is not the cre-
ator of bitcoin, adding further
mystery to the story of how the
world’s most popular digital cur-
rency came to be.

The denial came after News-
week published a 4,500-word
cover story claiming Nakamoto is
the person who wrote the comput-
er code underpinnings of bitcoin.

In an exclusive interview with
The Associated Press, Nakamoto,
64, denied he had anything to do
with it and said he had never heard
of bitcoin until his son told him he
had been contacted by a News-
week reporter three weeks ago.

Nakamoto acknowledged that
many of the details in Newsweek’s
report are correct, including that
he once worked for a defense con-
tractor, and that his given name at
birth was Satoshi. But he strongly
disputed the magazine’s asser-
tion that he is “the face behind
bitcoin.”

“I got nothing to do with it,” he
said, repeatedly.

Newsweek stands by its story,
which kicked off the relaunch of
its print edition after 15 months
and reorganization under new
ownership.

Since bitcoin’s birth in 2009, the
currency’s creator hasremained a
mystery. The person — or people
— behind the digital currency’s
inception have been known only

as “Satoshi Nakamoto,” which
many observers believed to be a
pseudonym.

Bitcoin has become increas-
ingly popular among tech en-
thusiasts, libertarians and
risk-seeking investors because it
allows people to make one-to-one
transactions, buy goods and ser-
vices and exchange money across
borders without involving banks,
credit card issuers or other third
parties. Criminals like bitcoin for
the same reasons.

In December, the value of a
single bitcoin hit an all-time high
of $1,200. It was about $665 on
Thursday, according to the web-

site bitcoincharts.com. Bloggers
have speculated that bitcoin’s
creator is worth hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in bitcoin.

After Newsweek posted the
story on its website early Thurs-
day, Nakamoto said his home was
bombarded by phone calls. By
midmorning, a dozen reporters
were waiting outside the modest,
two-story home on the residen-
tial street in Temple City, Calif.,
where he lives.

During a car ride and then
later over a sushi lunch at the AP
bureau in downtown Los Angeles,
Nakamoto spoke at length, ad-
dressing many of the assertions
in Newsweek’s piece.

He also said a key portion of the
piece — in which he is quoted tell-
ing the reporter, “I am no longer
involved in that and I cannot dis-
cuss it” — was misunderstood.

Nakamoto said he is a native of
Beppu, Japan, who came to the
U.S. as a child in 1959. He speaks
both English and Japanese, but
his English isn’t flawless. Asked
if he said the quote, Nakamoto re-

sponded, “no.

“I'm saying I'm no longer in
engineering. That’s it,” he said of
the exchange. “And even if I was,
when we get hired, you have to
sign this document, contract say-
ing you will not reveal anything we
divulge during and after employ-
ment. So that’s what I implied.”

“It sounded like I was involved
before with bitcoin and looked
like I'm not involved now. That’s
not what I meant. I want to clarify
that,” he said.
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OPINION

Senate fails on military sex assaults

By PETULA DVORAK
The Washington Post

he examples are becoming too
ridiculous to ignore, don’t you
think?

On Thursday, the military’s
sexual assault morass was on display on
both shores of the Potomac River.

On the Virginia side, Pentagon officials
admitted that the Army’s top man in charge
of prosecuting sexual assault is being in-
vestigated for allegedly groping and trying
to kiss a lawyer at — of all places — a con-
ference on sexual assault.

Crazy, right?

Meanwhile, on the District of Columbia
side of the river, the Senate decided that
nah, the country doesn’t need a dramatic
overhaul in the way the military handles
sex assault cases. It’s all good, senators
agreed.

Wonder what those senators make of Lt.
Col. Joseph Morse, who also supervises a
cadre of other special-victims prosecutors
for the Army. These lawyers handle the re-
ally sensitive stuff, including domestic vio-
lence and child abuse.

Morse is the guy who stood up in some
of the Army’s darkest days recently, lay-
ing out the devastating case against a fel-
low soldier accused of killing 16 Afghan
civilians in Kandahar province. But not
long before that trial, a female lawyer said
Morse groped her and tried to kiss her in
an Alexandria, Va., hotel room at the con-
ference on sexual assault. Army officials
verified the existence of the criminal in-
vestigation of Morse.

This sounds depressingly similar to
what happened last May, when Lt. Col.

Jeffrey Krusinski was arrested outside an
Arlington, Va., bar’s Cinco de Mayo party
for an alleged sexual assault. At the time,
Krusinski was — yes — the guy in charge
of the Air Force’s program to prevent sex-
ual assaults.

The charges against Krusinski were
changed to assault, and a jury acquitted
him. But not before the Pentagon tried to
take his case away from Arlington County
prosecutors.

Which brings us back to the vote that
unfolded in the Senate on Thursday. Sen.
Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., was pushing to
remove sex-crime investigations and pun-
ishment from the chain of command — a
proposal strongly opposed by the Pentagon
brass. They resisted despite the fact that,
according to their own research, there
were an estimated 26,000 victims of sexual
assault in 2012, and about 86 percent of the
victims didn’t report the attacks because
they feared retaliation or punishment. De-
spite those numbers, guess who won the
battle on the Senate floor?

Only 55 senators voted for Gillibrand’s
plan. She needed 60 for the bill to pass.
And she had been working hard on it for
the past year, holding hearings that fea-
tured witness after witness relating terri-
ble stories of sexual assault and the awful
way their cases were handled.

We heard from commanders who dis-
missed reports of assault based on snap
judgments.

We heard from women terrorized by
their own commanders, the people they
were supposed to report assaults to.

We heard from women who survived
enemy attacks, who defused bombs, but
were attacked by their own.

And we heard from Brian Lewis, who
was stationed outside of Guam 14 years
ago when a senior petty officer invited him
to dinner and then raped him at knifepoint.
After Lewis reported the attack, he was
told to leave it alone and was sent back out
to sea. A senior commander said he didn’t
want that kind of disciplinary problem
among his ranks, Lewis told the Senate
Armed Services Committee during a hear-
ing last March.

It’s almost as if we’re tripping over these
cases.

I even know someone who resigned over
the way sexual assaults were handled at
the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy. De-
nise Rucker Krepp was an officer in the
U.S. Coast Guard, continuing her family’s
200-year-old family tradition. But when
she requested an investigation into sexual
assaults in 2011 in her role as chief coun-
sel at the Maritime Administration, she
was told by a Cabinet secretary that she
shouldn’t have done that and was asked to
resign.

The sexual assaults and the way they
were handled were “appalling,” she said
in congressional testimony this year. Her
family’s military tradition will end with
her, she testified.

“My daughters will not join the military
and they will not join the military because
of what I saw on active duty in the Coast
Guard and because of what I saw as chief
counsel of the U.S. Maritime Administra-
tion,” she said.

Those who volunteer to serve our coun-
try deserve better than that from military
leaders. But until the system changes, they
aren’t likely to get it.

Petula Dvorak is a Washington Post columnist.

Cases can’t stay within chain of command

By REp. MIKE COFFMAN
e must end the scourge of
sexual assaults in our mili-
tary. When young women de-
cide to serve their nation in
the armed services, they should never be
forced to live under a cloud of intimidation

resolve those problems and today, when
I talk to the newest generation of young
people serving in uniform, the challenges
that our military faced in the 1970s are un-
thinkable to them today.

But today, our military is confronted
with a new and very different challenge,
an epi ic of sexual assaults that is

or sexual har: This is a chall
the military must confront and overcome.

During my own military career, I have
witnessed quite a number of challenges
that the military had to confront. Each
time it overcame the obstacles and always
emerged as a more effective fighting force
as aresult.

For example, in 1972, when I joined the
U.S. Army, I found an Army that was frac-
tured along racial lines with its combat
effectiveness further compromised by an
epidemic of drug and alcohol abuse. The
combination of these factors produced an
Army plagued by disciplinary problems,
poor morale and very low retention rates.
This was not just an Army problem,; it was
evident in all branches of military service.

The Army responded aggressively to
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again, seriously compromising the combat
effectiveness of our military. Today, our
soldiers, Marines, sailors and airmen are
among the most accomplished of their gen-
eration. The standards of the young men
and women who serve in our military have
never been higher than at any time in our
nation’s history.

One fundamental factor that has driven
up recruiting standards has been that many
of the military’s occupational career fields
have been opened up to women. By adding
women into the mix, we have increased
the pool of eligible recruits raising the
standards to make our military the most
professional that our country has ever had.
Unfortunately, with the increase in women
serving in uniform there has been a repre-
hensible increase in the number of sexual
assaults and a culture within our military
that, knowingly or unknowingly, has toler-
ated it.

Members of the U.S. House and Senate
have been debating how best to combat
the epidemic of sexual assaults that have
plagued our military. We seem to have
fallen into two camps. The first supports
the leadership of our military in wanting
to resolve allegations of sexual assaults
within the chain of command. The second
believes that we should have independent

military pr deal with sexual as-

sault cases to remove the stigma of report-
ing the assaults and encourage women to
feel comfortable in stepping forward to
bring their assailants to justice.

I strongly believe that any allegations
of sexual assault should be reported to au-
thorities outside of the chain of command
and thus should be procedurally treated
separately from all other violations listed
under the Uniform Code of Military Jus-
tice. Questions of sexual assault, regarding
military coworkers within the same unit,
are always highly sensitive in nature. My
concern is that a unit commander might
feel pressure to resolve a problem that he or
she might feel reflects poorly on his or her
own leadership or to be an embarrassment
to the reputation of his or her command,
informally without having cases properly
vetted and prosecuted, should the facts
warrant. The net result could be fewer vic-
tims having the confidence to step forward
and to testify against their attackers.

This is why I support taking the report-
ing of sexual assaults outside of the chain
of command and will work with Rep. Jack-
ie Speier, D-Calif., and Sen. Kirsten Gilli-
brand, D-N.Y., so that these allegations can
be investigated by independent military
authorities and, if necessary, prosecuted
accordingly.

This is not a partisan issue. This is about
protecting the young men and women who
step forward to risk their lives in defense
of our freedom. I am proud to stand with
my Democratic colleagues to ensure we
end the scourge of sexual assaults in our
military.

Rep. Mike Coffman, a Colorado Republican, is a
member of the House Armed Services Committee.
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Crimea reality check: Cold War not back

By Trupy RusiN
The Philadelphia Inquirer

erman Chancellor Angela Merkel

reportedly told President Barack

Obama on Sunday that Vladimir

Putin was out of touch with real-
ity. When it comes to Ukraine, however, it’s
not just Putin who seems to be operating
in a parallel universe. In Washington, this
crisis is causing politicians from both par-
ties to lose their grip.

I don’t just mean Republican hawks, who
see an opportunity to bash Obama for for-
eign policy weakness. Or Florida’s presi-
dential hopeful, Sen. Marco Rubio, who
opposed authorizing force in Syria and
now claims Russia’s use of force in Crimea
threatens to reverse “the hard-fought gains
of the Cold War.”

Democrats, too, have joined the chorus.
Hillary Rodham Clinton, another 2016
contender, has compared Putin’s aggres-
sion in Crimea to Adolf Hitler’s World War
II advance into Czechoslovakia to “save”
the Germans in the Sudetenland. On the
pundit side, Adm. James Stavridis, a for-
mer NATO commander, has called for the
military alliance to send forces into the
Black Sea area and ready them for action.

Folks, although the Ukraine situation
may show some similarities, this is not
Cold War redux, nor does Putin, for all
his thuggery, remotely resemble Hitler (or
Stalin). Unless politicians on both sides of
the aisle take a more coolheaded approach
to the realities in Ukraine, and in Russia,
they will make the situation worse.

Putin’s dreams of restoring Russia to
superpower status are fantasy. Russia has
become a middling power, with a declining
population and a stagnant economy that
has failed, under Putin, to modernize. De-
spite its educated population, its economy
depends on high prices for gas and oil.

As more U.S. shale gas and oil come on
line, and as more energy sources expand
worldwide, Russia will be in trouble. Its
economic future depends on more integra-
tion with the West, not less.

Yes, Putin still has nukes and a large
military, but he isn’t readying his troops to
march through the Fulda Gap. Moscow and
Washington don’t have missiles pointed at
each other, or any deep ideological conflict
(although it may sound like it).

Putin can only afford to threaten his
weakest neighbors — like Ukraine, Geor-
gia, or perhaps Moldova — that he believes
should be part of the Russian orbit. The
Baltic nations, along with Central and
Eastern European countries that were
once part of the Warsaw Pact, are now part
of NATO, which rules out any Russian in-
vasion, however unlikely.

So Putin’s violation of Ukrainian sover-
eignty should be condemned, and a strong
Western response is warranted, but this
crisis should not be treated as a precursor
of World War II1.

Rather, the immediate goal should be
to prevent Putin from sending troops into
eastern Ukraine, an area inhabited by
many ethnic Russians. Putin indicated in
anews conference Tuesday that he may al-
ready have gotten that message.

Sanctions targeted at key Russian indi-
viduals and businesses involved with cor-
rupt behavior in Ukraine would reinforce
the message, while the Obama adminis-
tration tries to persuade European lead-
ers, especially Merkel, to consider tougher
sanctions on the Russian economy.

Again, realism is called for: Until the
Europeans become less dependent on Rus-
sian energy resources, they will be wary
of taking too hard a stance against Putin.
But Putin’s Ukraine adventure may start
changing European minds.

And despite Putin’s public disdain of

sanctions, the Russian business commu-
nity (and targeted billionaire business-
men) will surely take notice. Expelling
Russia from the G8 group of major indus-
trial nations would make the message even
clearer.

A realistic approach would recognize
that it may not be possible to evict the Rus-
sian troops that Putin just dispatched to
Crimea, an autonomous part of Ukraine
with a majority population of ethnic Rus-
sians. Russia has a treaty with Ukraine
that will permit it to keep naval bases in
Crimea for the next 28 years, and has long
historic ties to the region.

Recall that during the 2008 Russian
invasion of Georgia, on George W. Bush’s
watch, Putin sent troops to autonomous
areas within that country that still remain
there. It is possible the same will happen

in Ukraine. This makes it all the more
important that Washington and the Euro-
pean Union beef up the government and
economy of the rest of Ukraine, a country
that has failed miserably to develop since it
became independent in 1991.

Finally, realism dictates that Putin’s in-
vasion of Crimea put an end to illusions in
the White House and Europe about a “part-
nership” with the Russian leader. Coopera-
tion with Putin may be possible where he
deems it in Moscow’s interests — but that
won’t be often.

This doesn’t mean another Cold War. In-
deed, Putin may be the biggest loser if he
isolates himself from prosperous Western
nations. If he rejects reality, however, the
West shouldn’t follow his lead.

Trudy Rubin is a columnist and editorial-board
member for The Philadelphia Inquirer.

Obama’s Ukraine gamble requires Putin to relent

By Davip IGNaTIUS

ince the Ukraine crisis began,
Obama administration officials
have talked about pushing Russia
toward the “offramp” and de-esca-
lation. That’s the best diplomatic outcome,
but it will require an unlikely public rever-
sal by Russian President Vladimir Putin.

The premise of the administration’s ap-
proach is that Putin will decide that he
made a mistake by seizing the Crimean
region of Ukraine and, as he faces ever-
greater costs, will negotiate a face-saving
compromise, concluding that Russia’s in-
terests are better served by a return to the
status quo.

The exit path, as envisioned by the White
House, seeks to address Russian concerns
without undermining the new Ukrainian
government. To answer Putin’s i

Vapim GHIRDA/AP

A woman holds a banner during a rally

about the supposed mistreatment of Rus-
sian-speakers, international monitors have
arrived in Crimea. But Russia must now
work with the transitional government in
Kiev and support elections to choose a suc-
cessor to President Viktor Yanukovych,
who fled last month. Finally, the Russians
must return to their military bases in
Crimea.

It’s a lot for Putin to swallow and so far,
he has refused. Russian troops remain in
control in Crimea, and Moscow appears to
back the upcoming Crimean referendum
to break away from Ukraine and join Rus-
sia. But even Putin, with his ex-KGB man’s
bravado, doesn’t appear eager for all-out

against the p of Ukraine in the
Crimean city of Simferopol on Friday.

war in Ukraine.

Obama on Thursday added pressure for
Putin to stand down. The White House an-
nounced visa restrictions and a structure
for targeted sanctions against Russians and
their allies who are threatening Ukraine’s
sovereignty. Since no individuals or com-
panies are yet named, the sanctions gun is
unloaded, for now. The message to Putin
was that the further he moves to annex
Crimea, the more he risks economic dam-
age to himself and friends, and to Russia
itself.

Obama’s bet on Putin’s rational willing-

ness to compromise is a long shot, it must
be said. Putin is an autocratic leader with
a dangerous nostalgia for Soviet empire.
But Obama views him as a “transactional”
leader who will make a deal at the right
price. By imposing real costs, Obama is
backing Putin toward a corner, but also
himself: He is now publicly committed to
forcing a Russian retreat.

Obama, perhaps stung by conservative
criticism that his foreign policy has been
weak and vacillating, has in this crisis ad-
opted a strategy of measured escalation.
The aim, an administration official ex-
plained Thursday morning, is to “calibrate
sanctions based on what the Russians do.”
The strategy has three legs:

First, the administration seeks to im-
pose “costs” for the Russian intervention;
this was essential after Putin’s humiliat-
ing rebuff of Obama’s warning last Friday
against such action. The harshest sanc-
tions have been levied by the financial
markets, but Thursday’s announcement of
Treasury and State Department measures
adds some teeth. Just 24 hours earlier, the
White House wasn’t sure if such additional
measures would backfire.

The strategy assumes that for Putin’s
Russia, which was so obviously hungry for
validation at the Sochi Olympics, the pros-
pect of international diplomatic and finan-
cial ostracism is a real penalty.

Second, the U.S. mobilized its NATO
allies to prevent further Russian expan-
sion in the region. Pentagon sources say
that several dozen measures have already

been adopted, including new NATO exer-
cises and U.S. visits. The message is that
Putin’s actions are bringing precisely the
outcome he least wanted, in which Russia’s
neighbors are moving closer to the U.S.
and NATO.

Finally, Obama has kept the exit door
open, even as he tries to push Putin
through. This combination of sanctions and
diplomacy helped yield the breakthrough
interim nuclear agreement with Iran, and
Obama is attempting a similar maneuver.

U.S. officials who still think a deal with
Putin is possible point to what a Washing-
ton Post headline called his “strange, ram-
bling press conference” on Tuesday. Putin
denied Russian troops had invaded (“there
is no need for it”), and it’s noteworthy that
Russian troops in Crimea haven’t worn
identification badges. The ex-spy appears
to be styling his Crimean campaign as a co-
vert action, rather than an overt invasion.
Perhaps if it never officially happened, it’s
easier to back down.

Putin returned again and again during
his news conference to the theme of legiti-
macy. He even said he sympathized with
the protesters in Kiev who are “used to
seeing one set of thieves being replaced by
another.” Putin, in his weird way, wants to
appear on the right side of history. But find-
ing a way out of this crisis and maintaining
the legitimacy he prizes will require Putin
to change course. That’s the uncertain bet
Obama is making.

David Ignatius is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.
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Pro baseball
Spring training
AMERICAN LEAGUE
w Pct
C\eveland 7 875
mpa 4 1800
ttl 7 778
Kensas cny 714
Baltimore 667
Detroit 625
Oakland 625
Minnesota 571
New York .556
Houston 500
Los Angeles 500
nto 500
Chicago 333
@s’ .286
Boston 167
NATIONAL LEAGUE
W L Pct
Pittsburgh 857
Miami 714
San Francisco 625
‘Washington 571
Milwaukee 1556
Arizona 500
Los Angeles 429
St. Louis .400
Cincinnati 333
Colorado 333
hicago .286
New York .286
tl 250
F .250
Phnade phia
Note:

Split-squad games count in me
standings; games _against non-major
feague teams do not.
Thursday’s games
Miami 0, Boston 0, tie, 8 innings
St. Louis vs. Minnesota at Fort Myers,
Fla., ccd.,
ts vs. Houston at Kissimmee,
Fla, ccd.,
To cnto vs Pittsburgh at Bradenton,
Fla, ccd.,
.5 Vankees 4, Philadelphia (ss) 3
Philadelphia (55) vs. Detroit at Lake-
tand Fla_ ced.
4 Bay ve. Baltimore at Sarasota,
Fla, e 1o
LA, Ahgels 4, L.A. Dodgers 4, tie, 10 in-

Texas 8, San Die

SanFrancisco 5. ncinnati 2

Cleveland 1, Chicago Cubs

tKansas City 6, Chlcago “White Sox (s5)

ie

se‘attlez cmcaglo wmt§ Sox (ss) 4
Milw

Arizona 8, Oakland 8, t\e 10 innings

Atlanta 3, washm pton

Atlanta vs. Boston at Fort Myers, Fla.
Houston vs. Washington at Vierd, Fia.
‘ampa Bay vs. Toronto at Dunedin

Phlladelphla Vs. Baltimore at Sara-
so

Mlarru vs. St. Louis (ss) at Jupiter, Fla.
. Minnesota vs. Pittsburgh at Braden-
on,

4 ouis (ss) vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St.
Lucig, Fla.

Cleveland vs. Chicago Cubs (ss) at
Mesa, Ari

Jexas vs.

L.A. Dodgers at Glendale,

"Ehicago White Sox vs. Cincinnati (ss)

at Goodyear, Ariz.
an Diego v Milwaukee at Phoenix

Arizona vs. Oakland at Phoes

Chicago Cubs (5s) vs. LA. Angels (ss)
at Tempe,

San Francisco vs. Kansas City at Sur-
prise,

riz.
innati (ss) vs. Seattle at Peoria,

Ari
Ea. Angels (ss) vs. Colorado at Scott-
sdale, Ariz.
Detroit vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa, Fla.
saturdag_s games
Houston (ss) vs. Philadelphia at Clear-
water, Fl
vs. Detroit at Lakeland, Fla.
Atlanta (593 V. Washington (53) at Vi
era
tSburgh vs. Tampa Bay at Port
char\ott , Fla.
Washington (ss) vs. St. Louis at Jupi-
ter, Fla.
pMinnesota vs. Toronto at Dunedin,
a.
- Miami vs. Atlanta (ss) at Kissimmee,
a.
Boston (ss) vs. Baltimore (ss) at Sara-
sota,
Y. Yankees vs. Houston (ss) at Kis-
simmee, Fla.
Arlzcna (55) vs. LA. Angels at Tempe,

"Cieveland vs. san Diego at Peoria,

iz.
Seattle (ss) vs. San Francisco at Scott-
sdale, Ari T

Chicago Cubs vs. Cincinnati at Good-
year,

Afizona (ss) vs. Chicago White Sox at
Glendale, Ariz.

LA. Dodgers (ss) vs. Texas at Surprise,

riz.
Kansas City vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix
Oakland vs. Colorado at Scottsdale,

riz.
BaltlrFT;ore (ss) vs. Boston (ss) at Fort
a.
"Seattle (ss) vs. LA. Dodgers (ss) at
Glendale, Ariz.

College basketball

Thursday’s men’s scores

EAST
George Mason 59, La Salle 57

Alabama A&M 72, Jackson St. 59

Alab St 68, @r: rambling St. 66
ookman 70, Florida A&M 68

Char\one % Marshall 70

Ham n 89, NC A&T 71
LSU 7 Vanderbilt 51
Md.-Eastern Shore 84, Delaware st.70
Middle Tennessee 55, UA

Mor Howard 66 OT
NG Gentrai 76, Norolk St.'70
Northwestern'St. 119, Cént. Arkansas

0ld Dominion 68, East Carolina 47

Texas Southern 77, Alcorn St 69

Texas-Arlington 87, Troy 86, 20T
VCU 56, Richmon:
W Kentucky 75, Louisiana-Lafayette
T

MIDWES'

Butler 79, DePaul 46
cincinnati 97, Memphis 84
Idaho 79, Chicago St. 76
Wiichigan St. 86, lows 76

2153, Nortiwestern 32
ARG B2 2enitie 75
Villanova T Xavier 7o

IWEST
Arkansas Sl 54 Lou\slana Monroe 58
Lamar 89, New Orleans 72
Loulsiana Tech 70,
NIC|'|0||S St 75, Houston Bapnst 62

1, SE Louisiana 54

e 61, UTSA 51

T
CS Northridge 91, Long Beach st. 83
E. Washington 77, Idaho

a St. 48
w Mexico $t. 81, Gr and Canyon 57
Portiand St. 66, Weber 8
S0RR 97 Korin Dakota T
Southern Cal 79, Washmgton st68
UC Irvine 62, Cal St.-Full
US Rierside 78, 06 bavie 63
UC Santa Barbara So. Hawail 77
UCLA 91, Washin

American Mldwes| Conterence

erfinals
Benedictine SDrlngﬂeId 73, Lyon 72
Columbia (Mo.) 79, William Woods 65
Freed- Hardeman 120, Harris-Stowe 91
Park 7 ams Baptist 75, OT

Ritantic Sun Canterance

Semifinals
Florida Gulf Coast 69, ETSU 64
Mercer 78, SC-Ups| state 75, 20T
as Con'erenoe

ns|
(Tenn.) 54

Limestone 65, Kihg

sn ar Conference
Angelo st. 64, Ca
Metro At\aanIC AlhIElIC CO"fEFEHEe
Niagara 78, May

Rider 71, Monmouth (NJ) 60
St Peteris 5. Fairfield 62, 0T
cuth Conference

fir
cumberlands 68, Campbellsville 60
Georgetown (Ky.) 78, Blueﬂeld 74
Pikeville 78 Lindsey Wilsor
t. catha 91, Rlc Grande 74
Missourt Vailey Conference

Evansville 69, Drak; 61

Loyola of Chic , Bradiey 72
NCAA
First Round
Centre 78, LaGray

71
75 Rhot Els\and Coll. 54
Valley Confers

econd Roun

E. Kentucky 84, SE Missouri 76

Morehead St. 76, ‘Tgnn'essee Tech 61
onfe

|rs und
Loyola Marymount 67, Portiand 64
Santa Clara 81, Pacific 64

Thursday’s women’s scores

Alabama st. 78 Gramblmg st.77
Fisk 82, Voorhees
Florida A&M 67, Bethune-Cookman 60
Hampton 54, NC A
Jackson St. 85, Alabama A&M 78

York (¥
hi

c_I_Md,-Eastem Shore 74, Delaware St. 71,

Morgan St. 59, Howard 58
entral 63, Norfolk St. 53
Northwestern St. 77, Cent. Arkansas

Southern U. 69, Prairie View 59
Texas Southerf 67, Alcorn St. 64

Evansvnle el Bradley 55
akland 52

rake 71
Loyo\a of Chlcagc or.s,| lllinois 56
N.lowa 89, HlanIS
f T

amar 83, New Orleans 5.
Kiohane s 73, Houston Ba tist 69
Sam Houston 5t. 93; SE Lodisiana 73
Stey phen F. Au(s;tm 73, oral Roberts 52
Texas A

€S Northridge 52, Long Beach St. 49
Grand Canyon 66, New Mexico St. 56
:gano oL, ¢h |cago St. 41

af

Thursday’s transactions
BASKETBALL
National Basketball Associatios
OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER S\gned F
Reggie Williams to a 10-day contract.
SACRAMENTO KINGS — Signed F Royce
White to a 10-day contract.
FOOTBALL

National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Named Roger
Kingaam ASsiatant Strength aha Coni
tioning coac

BUFFALO BILLS — Re-signed DB Bran-
don Smif
CHICAGO BEARS — Signed DE Trevor
Scottto a one-year contract.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Agreed to
terms with K Ewlly Cund\ff

N ENVEH ON — Released CB
Chal

mp Bailey.
TNDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Signed LB
D'Qwell Jackson. Released C Samson

Satele.
LE JAGUARS — Signed TE

Nongana 57, Sacramento St. 76

S. Utah | Dakota 53
UC Davis 78, UC Riverside 52
UC Irvine 78, Cal St.-Fullerton 72
UMKC 73, Seattle 71, OT
OURNAMENTS
Atlantic 10 Conference
Duguesne &1 Bnede taiand 53
La Salle 65, Saint Louis 5
Saint Josepi's 89, George Mason 55

VeU 61, Richm
Atianti ic coast conference
Florida St. 72

in:
Syracuse 63, Clem:
Atlantic Sun Conference

irst Roune
Jacksonville 65, Kennesaw St. 46

Clay Harbor and OTs Cameron Bradfield
Sam Youn

g.
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Released LB
Robert James and TE Dominique Jones.
INNESOTA VIKINGS — Terminated
the Contract o1 DT Letroy Guion. Waived
WR Greg Childs.

National ockey Lea
NHL — Reduced disciplinary sanctions
imposed on the New Jersey Devils for its
in connection w\th the signing

of IIya Kovalchuk in July, 20
b wincs 2" Recalled rW
Toomu PUIKKiRen Tom Grand. Rapde

FLORIDA PANTHERS — Assigned LW
Steven Anthony to Cincinnati (ECHL).
NASHVILLE PREDATORS — REESS\QnEd
F simon Moser to Milwaukee (AHL).
NEW YORK RANGERS — Reassigried Fs
MiChae] 5 ron And A w Yogan from
N ReTARIS o Creonviie (60
SAN JOSE SHARKS — Signed F Mehirclay

Goodrow.
cAwan — Recalled

Uipscomb 76
Mercer 71, Norlh Florida 65
N. Kentuc ick 71, SC-Upstate 58
Big Sout

ouaﬂerﬁnal
Campbell 63, Gardner-We
High Point 9 UNC Ashevl\le 69
Liberty 67, resbyterlan
Wlnthl'cg 77, Ccastal Carollna 58

n Confer
F sl Rmm

lowa 81, lllinois 62

Michigan 82, Indiana 57

Minnesota 74, Wisconsin 68,07

Ohio St, 86, Northwestern
onference Carol nis

leesmne Gl Mount Olfve a1
e Star Conference
First Round
[rexas Woman's 68, Texas ABM-Kings-
vi
Metro Atlantic Athl

irst Round

Monmoum N» &6, Niagara 62

4, St. Peter’s 55

Siena 87 Manhattan 66
Northeast-10 Conference

Conference

Semifinals
Adelphi 93, Stonehill 77
Bentley 75, Assumption 59
hio Valiey onfeaence
S Honnosage s
Jackscnvn e St B nossee Tech 56

et Round
Colorado 76. UCLA
southern Cal 59, Amzona 54
itah 65, Washin:
Washmglo n St, 107 Oregon 100
Patriot League

uarterfinals
American U. 51, Lafayette 49
Army 49, Boston U. 45
Holy cross 19, Bycimell 66
“Looner A A I'ehc Conference
ung
Wayland Baptist 54, Texas Wesleyan
Southeastern Conference
70.M|55|ss\DD i
Ploni 70 MISSISSIBPI St. 67
Georgiash, 53, Vanderbilt 43
ook Gont l:onference
First Rous
pepperdine 80, santa Clara 7.

o, 53N Francisco’63, Loyola Marymount

Cadillac Championship
World Golf Championships
ursday

At Trump National Doral (Blue Monster)
Doral, Fi

Purse: $9 million

Yardage: 7,481; Par: 72 (36-36)

Partial First Round

Play was suspended by rain and dark-

ess

Harris Er\gl‘\sh 32-37-69 -3
Scott H BB-12 E
Darren Fucharm 38-35-73
Kevin Stree\man B3-7 13
rendon de Jon 37-39-76
Jonas Blixt 38-41-79 +7
Leaderboard
SCORE THRU
Hunter Mahan 314
Patrick Reed 31
Jason Dufner 316
Francesco Molinari 313
Harris English 3 F
o Scott 2 10
Zach Johnson 2 1
Matt Kuchar 2 15
Russell Henley 2 15
Dustin Johnson 2 15

Puerto Rico Open
PGA Tour

Thursday
At Tmmp International Golf Club
rande. Rico

e: $3.5 million
vardage. 7,506; Par: 72 (36-36)
First Round

Brian Stuard
Jason Gore

William McGirt
Eric Axley

Ben Martin

Richard H. Lee
Cameron Beckman
James briscol

Alex

Steven Bowitch
Jonathan Byrd
George McNeiH

8ud Caul

Ratact Cabrera Bello
Chris Smith

3336-69 3

# Chris Brown and D Cameron Schil-
ne. from Hershey (AHL). Reassigned G
Ph ilipp Grubauer to Hershey

eagne 5
CHIVAS ULA = Wahea b Fejiro Oki-
omah. Acquired F Leandro Barrera on
loan from Asociacion Atletica Argenti-
nos Juniers (Argentina-First Division
INITED — Signed F Eddie Johnson
to 3 contract extengion and elevated his
status to designated plays
SEA UNDERS — Slgned Ms Fa-
bio Peraita and Michael Az
ANCOUVER WHITECAPS — Signed D
Ethen Sampson.

LEGE
Sighed men's

BNP Paribas Open

m Smyczek, Onited & Shates, def. Jack
Sock Unned states, 6.4, 16, 6.
jouard Roger-Vasselin, France, def.
Benjamin Becker, Germany, 6-4,
Seraly Stakhoveky, | Ukrame def. Lu-
ot, Poland, 6
Alejandro_Falla, Colorbia, def. Fed-
erico Delbonis, Argentina, 6-3, 6-4
Michael Russell, United States, def.
Donald Young, Unifed States, 4-6, 6-1, 6-

Radek Stepanck, Czech Republic, def.
Denis Istomin, Uzbekistan,

Jiri Vesely, Czech Republic, ey Igor
sijsling, Netherfands, 3-6, 6-4, 7-6 (1).

Lukas Rosol, Czech Rey ubllc. def u-
san Lajovic, Serbia, 6.7 (25, 75,

Santiago Giraldo, Colombia, def pan-
fel Gimeno-Traver, Spain, 63, 4:6,6

Monaco, 'Argentina, def: “Feter

Polamgkor Cansda, 6. 46756

Lleyton Hewitt, Faiin: ek, mat-
théw Ebden, AUSiFals. 7.6 O3, 3.6, 6.9

Jer France, def, Rhyne

ef
by Gmeprl, United States, 6-2, 6-3.
Ryan Harrison, United States, def. An-
drey Golubev, Kazakhstan, 6-4,
Ivo Karlovic, Croatla‘ def. A\Ex Bogo-
molchr Russia, 6-4,
uerrey, United States, def Alex
Kuznetsov, United States, 6-5, 6-3.

men
First
Taylor Townsend Unlted states, def.
Karin Knarmv Italy, 7-6 (1), 6-
eng Jie, China, def. Paula Ormae-
chea, Argentma 3-6, 6-3, 7-6 (5)
Aleksandra

Karolina Pliskova, Czech Republic,
Michelle Larcher de Brito, Portugal, 6- 3
36,62

Julia Goerges, Germany, def. Jana Ce-
pelova, Slovakia, 6-1, 2-6,

‘Alla Tomijanovic,éroatia, def, Lourdes
Dominguez Lino, Spain, 6-4, 7-6 (2).

Alisa Kleybanova, Russia, def. Victoria

Duyal, United States, 5-7, 6, 6-4

mila Gior, Italy, def. Andrea Pet-
Kovie, Germany, 6-7 (5, 6
casca Schiavone, I(aly, def. Mona
Barthel, Germany, 3-6, 6-2, 6-2.

‘Marla Teresa Torro-Flor, Spam def
Gali

ON,
coach Tim Cluess to a contract extension
through the 2018-19 season.
MISSOURI — Signed football coach
Eary Pmkel to a three-year contract ex-
ens

S LINA —  Announced
mems Basketbal- conch Frank. Martn
was suspended one game for harsh lan-
guage aimed at his players during a loss

rida,

SSEE — Named Erica Lear wom-
en’s assistant volleyball coach.
UNLV — Suspended G Bryce Dejean-
Jones through the weekend for conduct
detrimental to the team.

AP sportligh

1958 — Silky Sulllvan. ridden by Bill
Shoemaker, wins the Santa Anita Derby
by three lengths after trailing by 40 early
in the race and by 20 entering the final

— Kurt Browning becomes the
first Canadian to defend a title in the
World Figure Skating Championships as
he edges early leader Viktor Petrenko of
the Soviet Un

2~ Ray Fioyd, 49, holds off Fred
Coplas for  twolsirake victory In the
Doral Open and joins Sam Sne:
Ol e T wiry PGA Tour HHeS I four
decades.

1997 — In the World Indoor Champi-
onship in Paris, Kevin Little becomes
the first white American sprinter in 41
years to win a major international com-
petition, matching the U.S. 200 record of
20.40 seconds.

2004 — Air Force punctuates a record-
seiting season when it moves into The
Associated Press men'’s basketball Top
25 for the first time in the program’s 48-
year history. Air Force (22-5) has a team
record for wins, five more than the previ-
ous record set in

0 Oakiand (Mich.) upsets top-
seaded Oral Roberts 6160 1o win e
Mid-Continent. Conference tournament
and an automatic bid to the NCAAS. It's
the fourth straight season a team with a
losing record has made the men’s NCAA
tournament.

2008 — At age 60, Saoul Mamby loses
aunanimous 10-round decision to Antho-
y Osbourne in Grand Cayman: Mamby. a
Tormer super lightweight champion, be:
gomes the oldest boxer in a sanctioned

ig

2008 — Kevin Garnett scores 17 points
o reach the 20,000-point plateau in Bos-
s 119-89 victory over Memphis.
%008 — Lindsey Vonn wins. her
caroor World Cup downhil b break the
U.S. record held by Picabo Street and Da-
ron Ranives. vonn wins her fifth downhill
of the season in 1:23.57 on the L4-mile
Crans-Montana, Switzerland course.

retired.
Donna Vekic, Croati
Rogowska, Australia, 6-0, 7-
jonica Niculescu, Romania, def. Ma-
rina Erakovic, New Zealand, 6-2, 6-2.
Elina Svitolina, Ukraine, def. Monica
Puig, Puerto Rico, 6-,
CoCo Vandeweghe, United States, def.
Alexandra Cadantu, Romania, 6-4, 6-0.
Caroline Garcia, France, def. Bethanie
Mattek-Sands, United States, 6-3, 7-5.
Barbora zahlavova Strycova, Czech
Republic def. Vania King, United States,

def. Olivia

Doubles
Women

Svetlana Kuznetsova, Russia, and Sam
Stosur, Australia, def. Sara Errani and Ro-
berta Vinci (3), Ifaly, 63, 3-6, 10-6.

Su-wei, Taiwan, and Peng Shuai
(1), China, def. Shuko Aoyama, Japan,
and Oksana Kalashnikova, Georgia, 6-1,

Cara_Black, Zimbabwe, and Sania
Mirza (5), India, def. Madison Keys and
Alison Riske, United States, 6-2, 6-4.

ledina Garrigues, Spain, and
Yaroslava Shvedova, Kazakhstan, def.
Klaudia Jans-Ignacik, Poland, and’Iveta
Melzer, Czech Republic, 6-4, 7-6 (8).

Kristina Mladenovi rance, and Fi
via Pennetta, ltaly, def udryavt»
seva, Russia, and Anastasia Rodionova,
Australia, 6-2, 6-4.

Ekaterina Makarova and Elena Vesni-
na (2), Russia, def. Chan Hao-ching,
wan, and Liezél Huber, United States, 6-7
(5), 6-4, 108,

Julia Goerges and Anna-Lena Groene-
feld, Germany, def. Chuang Chia-jung,
Taiwan, and Chanelle Scheepers, South
Afrlca

h\e\gh Barty and casey Dellacqua
(@), Austraha, def. Martina Hingis, Swif
zerland, and Sabine Lisicki, Germany, 6-
4,6-7 (0 10-6.

ollege baseball

Thursday’s scores

SOUTH
08 Calumet-St. Joseph’s 2-1, Loyola (NO)

Edgewood 7, chrlsnan Erothers 2
Lake Erie 4, Bellari
Thiel 2, lllinois. Colleg%u

DOane 4, Pery St 2

EST
Incarnate word 2 A
oOkiahoma 3, Abilene Chrlstlan 1
St. Edward's 4, Houston-Victoria 3
St. Mary's (Texas) Sl MeMurry 2-0
Texas Tech 5 Arllsecho
T

AR
BYU 5, Nicholls St. 0
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SPORTS BRIEFS/GOLF

In a cost-cutting

the Denver Bi ' d

Jack Dempsev/AP

Champ Bailey, the team’s

defmﬂveleadermsbeenalanhvonhslncehewasaoqulredmah‘ademﬂl\ﬂashngtonmzm

Briefly

Broncos bid adieu to Bailey

By PaT GRAHAM
The Associated Press

DENVER — Champ Bailey
spent a decade with the Denver
Broncos, making eight Pro Bowls
and picking off 34 passes even
with quarterbacks only reluctant-
ly glancing his way.

This number was hard to over-
look: $10 million.

In a salary-cap move Thurs-
day, the Broncos released Bailey,
the team’s defensive leader who’s
been a fan favorite since he was
acquired in a trade with Wash-
ington in 2004.

In his prime, Bailey wasn’t
always very busy because oppo-
nents simply picked on his coun-
terpart. And yet he still has 52
career interceptions, the most
among active cornerbacks.

In other NFL news:

® Devin Hester is done return-
ing kicks in Chicago.

The Bears confirmed Thurs-
day that they are parting ways
with the three-time Pro Bowl
pick after eight seasons, confirm-
ing what he told the NFL Network
the previous day.

Hester matched Hall of Famer
Deion Sanders’ NFL record with
his 19th return touchdown last
season, tying his friend and men-
tor with an 81-yard punt return
at Washington in October. It was

Hester’s 13th punt return for a
TD, extending his own record in
that category.

NCAA approves change
to targeting penalty

INDIANAPOLIS — An NCAA
panel has approved a change to
the targeting foul that would wipe
out the 1S5-yard penalty when
video review overturns the ejec-
tion of a player.

The football rules committee
last month passed a proposal to
no longer enforce the 15-yard
penalty when the ejection is over-
turned, as long as another foul has
not been committed. The playing
rules oversight panel approved it
Thursday.

Guard: Pistorius told
me ‘everything is fine’

PRETORIA, South Africa — A
security guard working in Oscar
Pistorius’ gated community says
the athlete told him everything

s “fine” when he called to
investigate neighbors’ reports
of gunshots on the night Reeva
Steenkamp was killed.

Pieter Baba, who drove with
another guard and made a phone
call to Pistorius from outside the
Olympian’s villa in the pre-dawn

hours of Feb. 14 last year, testified
Friday: “that’s when Mr. Pistorius
said to me everything is fine.”

Baba said he told a fellow secu-
rity guard: “not everything was
in order as Mr. Pistorius was tell-
ing me.”

Pistorius is charged with mur-
der. He says he shot Steenkamp
by mistake, thinking she was an
intruder.

BYU’s Mahoney tosses
no-hitter vs. Nicholls St.

THIBODAUX, La. — BYU
sophomore right-hander Kolton
Mahoney threw the seventh no-
hitter in school history, striking
out 11 in a 5-0 victory over Nich-
olls State on Thursday.

Mahoney, from West Point,
Utah, walked two in a 102-pitch
performance for BYU’s first no-
hitter since John DeSilva tossed
one in 1989 against Colorado
State.

“Everything was working,”
said Mahoney, who also got a
few nice defensive plays from his
teammates to preserve the no-no.
“I started to feel it in the sixth or
seventh inning. I knew it was def-
initely there going into the ninth
inning and I wasn’t going to go for
anything less.”

Golf roundup

Reed ends first
round with lead

The Associated Press

DORAL, Fla. — Patrick Reed
ended a long opening round at the
Cadillac Championship on Friday
with a 4-under 68 to take a one-
shot lead as the new Blue Monster
showed some bite.

Just ask Tiger Woods.

A four-time champion at Doral,
the world’s No. 1 player finished
off a 76 for his highest score in 40
complete rounds on the course.
He wasn’t alone. Steve Stricker,
the runner-up to Woods last
year, had a 77. Masters champion
Adam Scott took a big step back in
his bid to reach No. 1 in the world
with a 75. Four players, including
former U.S. Open champion Webb
Simpson, failed to break 80.

Only six players finished the
first round Thursday because of
a storm delay lasting more than
two hours.

The rest of the field who had
to return Friday morning did not
find typical peaceful conditions.
Donald Trump, who bought the
resort and brought in Gil Hanse
for a complete makeover, de-
scribed it as “bold.” In this wind,
it was brutal.

Woods played with Scott and
Henrik Stenson in the tradi-
tional grouping of Nos. 1-2-3 in
the world. They all made double
bogey on the 14th hole — Woods
from the middle of the fairway
with what appeared to be a per-
fect shot into the green. It trickled
into a back bunker, and he needed
two to get out.

Stenson went left into the water
that typically is not in play. Scott
went into the water, and then
clanked one off a palm tree.

Stenson stopped walking off
the 15th green and said, “Are you
having fun watching?” And then
he smiled as he looked back over

his shoulder and said, “Because
it’s sure as hell not any fun to be
playing.”

Stenson, who had a shank on
the second hole Thursday, birdied
the 18th for a 73.

Harris English finished Thurs-
day with a 69 (on a 45-foot birdie
putt). He was joined by Francesco
Molinari, Jason Dufner, Dustin
Johnson, Matt Kuchar and Hunt-
er Mahan. Rory Mcllroy and
Luke Donald were in the group
at 70, along with Miguel Angel
Jimenez, who had the most re-
markable round. He didn’t make
abogey.

Another Spaniard wasn’t so
fortunate.

Sergio Garcia was playing
nicely until a 5-wood plugged in
a bunker on the 16th hole, and he
had no chance of getting out. His
third shot flew over the green,
over the corporate suite and into
a water hazard next to the second
green. He made triple bogey and
went from a chance to break par
toa74.

“So much for being benign
conditions in the morning,” Zach
Johnson said after a 70.

PGA Tour: Brian Stuard birdied
seven his first 12 holes in windy
conditions to take the first-round
lead in the Puerto Rico Open at
Rio Grande.

Stuard finished with a 6-under
66, dropping a stroke on the par-4
seventh hole — his 16th of the day
— in wind gusting to 20 mph at
Trump International. He finished
second in November in the OHL
Classic in Mexico.

Jason Gore and Danny Lee
shot 67, and Y.E. Yang was anoth-
er stroke back along with Ricky
Barnes, William McGirt, Tim
Petrovic, Chesson Hadley, Eric
Axley and Ben Martin.

Defending champion
Brown opened with a 70.

Scott

LYNNE SLADKY/AP

Patrick Reed hits from a bunker onto the eighth green during a
continuation of the first round of the Cadillac Championship on
Friday in Doral, Fla. Play was suspended before the end of play

due to severe




Pace 26

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Saturday, March 8,2014

NHL

Roundup

Stamkos’ return
ruined by Sabres

The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — Jhonas Enroth
stole the spotlight from Tampa
Bay star Steven Stamkos.

Enroth made 43 saves to spoil
the return of Stamkos and the
Buffalo Sabres beat the Lightning
3-1 on Thursday night.

Stamkos had been sidelined
since breaking his right shin Nov.
11 at Boston, causing him to miss
45 games. The center received a
partial standing ovation during
pregame introductions, when it
was announced that he is the new
team captain.

“For the most part I felt good,”
said Stamkos, who played 21:03.
“It’s a step in the right direction.
You can feel it a little out there as
the play progresses, but I felt like
I played a lot tonight and felt pret-
ty good. As the game went on, my
timing felt great with the puck.”

Right wing Ryan Callahan, ac-
quired Wednesday from the New
York Rangers for former Tampa
Bay captain Martin St. Louis,
made his Lightning debut.

“As the game went on, I got
more and more comfortable with
who I was playing with,” Calla-
han said. “More comfortable on
the ice.”

Tyler Myers, Marcus Foligno
and Cody Hodgson scored for
the Sabres. Enroth stopped a
combined nine shots by Stamkos
(five) and Callahan (four).

“When we get good goaltend-
ing, we have a chance to win,”
Buffalo interim coach Ted Nolan
said. “We were very opportunis-
tic on our chances. Jhonas was
the backbone, for sure.”

Tyler Johnson ended Enroth’s
shutout bid with a short-handed
goal at 17:31 of the third.

“I'm pretty (upset) that I didn’t
get the shutout, but that’s hockey,
I guess,” Enroth said.

The Lightning have dropped
four of five since the end of the
Olympic break.

Myers put Buffalo up 1-0 when
he beat Anders Lindback from the
right circle 15:56 into the game.
Lindback had been out since
hurting his ankle on Jan. 30.

Foligno made it 2-0 with his
first goal in 11 games at 9:25 of
the second.

Kings 3, Jets 1: Mike Rich-
ards scored the go-ahead goal on
a giveaway by Winnipeg to lift
visiting Los Angeles to its sixth
straight victory.

Dustin Brown scored Los Ange-
les’ first goal and Alec Martinez
added a third-period power-play
goal. Jonathan Quick made 17
saves for the Kings (36-22-6).

Coyotes 5, Canadiens 2:
Radim Vrbata scored two goals
and host Phoenix Coyotes
bounced back from a shaky sec-
ond period to earn its first victory
over Montreal since 1998.

The Coyotes wanted to jump

on Montreal early after the Ca-
nadiens won a six-round shootout
against the NHL-leading Ana-
heim Ducks the night before and
did just that, scoring three goals
in the first period.

Bruins 3, Capitals 0: Tuukka
Rask got the first win of his ca-
reer against Washington, Grego-
ry Campbell and Loui Eriksson
scored second-period goals for
host Boston.

Rask’s sixth shutout of the sea-
son and 22nd of his career came
just five days after the Capitals
beat him 4-2, also in Boston. But
since then Washington is 0-3 and
Boston is 3-0.

Avalanche 3, Red Wings 2
(OT): Andre Benoit scored off an
assist from rookie Nathan MacK-
innon with 31.4 seconds left in
overtime, lifting visiting Colora-
do over Detroit.

MacKinnon has a point in 13
straight games, breaking Wayne
Gretzky’s record for an 18-year-
old NHL player.

Blackhawks 6, Blue Jackets
1: Andrew Shaw and Jonathan
Toews had two goals apiece, and
host Chicago beat Columbus.

Brandon Bollig and Bryan
Bickell also scored as Chicago
bounced back from a 4-2 home
loss to Colorado on Tuesday night.
Corey Crawford made 22 saves
for his 10th consecutive victory
against Columbus.

Blues 2, Predators 1: Ian
Cole had a goal and an assist to
lead visiting St. Louis to its third
straight win.

Magnus Paajarvi had the other
goal for the Blues, who have won
all four of their games against
Nashville this season.

Stars 6, Canucks 1: Tyler
Seguin had three goals and two
assists to lead host Dallas to a 6-1
rout of Vancouver.

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Dlvlslun
P OT Pts GF GA
Boston 2 40 7 5 8 195 138
Montreal 5 35 7 77 166 162
Toronto 4 33 195
Tampa Bay 3 34 163
Detroit 2 28 12
Ottawa 3 206
Florida 2 201
Buffalo 2 184
Pittsburgh 2 155
Philadelphia 63 184
N.Y.Rangers 63 160
Columbus 3 178
Washington 64 195
New Jersey 3 156
Carolina 2 175
N.Y.Islanders 65 24 220

Western Conference
Central Diy
GP L GF GA
St. Louis 2 42 206 142
Chicago 4 37 221 171
Colorado 3 41 195 168
Minnesota 2 34 153 150
Dallas 3 30 181 176
Winnipeg 4 177 184
Nashville 3 26 152 190
acific Di

Anaheim 3 205 154
San Jost 4 195 157
Los Angeles 64 155 135
enix 3 175 182
Vancouver 5 151 173
Calgary 2 145 186
Edmontc 8 160 208
Note: Two pcmts for a win, one point

for overtime los
Wednesday’s games
Montreal 4 Ananeim 3. 50
Toronto 3, N.Y. Rangers 2, OT
PhlladeIDhla §, Washington 4
calgary 4,
rsday’s games
Boston 3, Washgton
Los Angeles 3, Wmmpeg 1
Buffalo 3, Tampa Bay
Colorhas 3 betrort3, o
Chicago 6. columbus T
st. Louis 2, Nashville 1
Dallas 6, Vancouver L
Phoenix 5, Montre
Edmonton 3, N.Y. Islanders 2,07
San Jose 5, Pittsburs
s Games
N.Y. Rangers at Carolina

islanders at Calgary
Pittsburgh at Anaheim
turday’s games
Ottawa at Winnipeq
st. Louis at Color:
Bhiladeiphia at Toronto
Boston at Tampa
Carolina at New Jersey
Phoenix at Washington
Columbus at Nashville
Minnesota at Dallas
Calgary at Vancouver
Montreal at San Jose

Thursday
Stars 6, Canucks 1
Vancouver 0 1 0-1
Dallas 3 21
First Period—1, Dallas, Ja.Benn

las, Segum 27 (Peverley, i Benn) 11
Second Dallas, Gol\gosk\
5 (wmmey ? ) 0 (pp). 5, Dallas,
Garbutt 12'(Goligoski, Roussel). 12:08. 6,
}Ian)couver, Dalpe 4 (Edler, Bieksa), 18:15
PP,

Benn), 1.
Shots on Goal—vancouver 8-9-16—33.
Dallas 8-9-5—

Period—7, Dallas, Seguin 28 (Ja.

Jamie Benn, Alex Goli
and Ryan Garbutt also scored
for Dallas, which built a 5-0 lead.
Kari Lehtonen made 31 saves,
and Benn and Rich Peverley each
had two assists.

Oilers 3, Islanders 2 (OT):
Taylor Hall scored the overtime
winner and host Edmonton re-
bounded from a listless start to
earn a come-from-behind victory
over New York.

The Oilers got the win after
trailing 2-0 after the second
period.

Sharks 5, Penguins 3: Joe
Thornton scored the tiebreaking
goal with 5:39 left in regulation to
helphostSan Jose overcome atwo-
goal deficit to beat Pittsburgh.

Justin Braun started the come-
back with a goal late in the sec-
ond and Patrick Marleau and
Brent Burns scored tying goals
earlier in the third for the Sharks,
who have 10 wins and one tie in
their last 11 home games against
Pittsburgh.

Lot DalrasZ of 5.

vancouver. Lack 9-11-4 (17

Shotocls Saves), Markstrom (000 i,

5-4). Dallas, Lehtonen 25- 15'10 (33-32).
A—14, 634 (18,532). T—2:3:

Bruins 3, Capltals 0
Washington o 0 0-0
2 1-3
econd Period—1, Boston, CameeII 7
(Bergeron, Bartkowski), 3:05. 2, Boston,
Eriksson 7 (Soderberg, Miller), 8:20.
iod—3, Boston, Marchand 21,

—16.

Curis O'MEeara/AP

Tampa Bay center Steven Stamkos is introduced as the new captain
of the Lightning before Thursday’s home game against the Buffalo.

Sabres 3, Lightning 1
11 1-3

Buffalo
Tampa Bay 00 1-1
Buffalo, Myers 9,

pa Bay

First Period—1,

Second Period—2, Buffalo, Foligno 7
rs),

(Hodgson,
Third Per =3, Butfalo, Hodgson 16
4. 4, g’ampa Bay, Johnson

(Folig:
sh).
Buffalo 10-6-5—21.

)v 13:4
19 (Hedman), 1

Tampa Bay 15-16.15— 4.
ower-play opportunities—Buffalo 0
of 5. T Bay 6o
oalebeBalralo, Enroth 4135 (44
 saves). Tampa Bay, Lindback 5-

shots-

12-1 (21-18).

A—19 204 (19,204). T—2:28.

Avalanche 3, Red Wings 2 (0T)
0 1 1

colorado 1—!

0
F' iod—1, Detrmt. Kronwall 7
(Andersson Encsso n), 12:33.
zond Pe —2, Colorado, Duchene
20 (Jonnson O Reil! y), 10:11. 3, Detroit,
Jurco 5 (Sheahan, Dekeysen), 12410 (pp):
Third Period—4, Colorado, Parenleau
13 (Duchene, O Reilly), 5:49.
Overti 5, Colorado,
(MacKmnnn Johnson) 4:
Colorado 8-7-7-3—25.

Benoit 4

s on
Detror TIP3,

'ower-play orporllm les—Colorado
0 of 2; Detroit 1

Goalies—Colorado, Giguere 10-5-0 (37
shots-35 saves). Detroit, Howard 13-14-
10 (25-22).

A—20,066 (20,066). T—2:28.

Blackhawks 6, Blue Jackets 1
Columbus l 0 0 1
Chicago —6
First Period—1, Chicago, EO”IQ 7 (Kru-
ger), 4:12. olumhus, Johansen 25 (At-
kinson. out 7:56. hicago, Shaw 15

n, Prout),
(Brookbank, Leddy),

Second Period Cmca 0, Toews 23
(§pad, seabrook), 8:00. 5, chicago, Bick-
ell 10 Wersteeq, Kruger), 12:29. 6, Chica-
90, Shaw 16 (Seabrook. Ke\t ), 1
cago, Toews 24

(Kane, Sharp), 3:0
o2 on ol Eblimbus 87-8-23.

Chicago 7-15-11233,
olumbus

1 i 4-4-
16—

00f 4; Chicage
i Bobrovsky 23-16-

0of
Goalies—! washmgton, Holtby 19-14-3
(42 shots-40 saves). Boston, Rask 27-14-4

A—17,565 (17,565). T=2:19.

Kings 3, Jets 1

I.usAngeIes 02 1-3

Wins
‘Second period—1, Winnipeg, Jokinen
15 (Kane, Stuart), 12:03. 2, Los Angeles,

Brown 12 (Stoll, Voynov), 12:45.3, Los An’
I Ricnar_dss 16:15.

r-play oppnrtumlles—Los Ange-
lesd of 4 ; Winnipeg 0 of 1.
oalies—Los Angeles, Quick 20-13-2
as hots 17 Saves). Winnipeg, Pavelec
20-23-5 (41-38).
A—15,004 (15,004). T-2:21.

3 (18 shots-14 saves), McElhinney (12:29
second, 15-13). Chicago, Crawford 24-11-
10 (23-22).

A—21,179 (19,717). T—2:24.

Blues 2, Predators 1

as| o
Bhvet beriod—1, St. Louis, Cole 3 (OF1),
4:03. 2, Nashville, Spaling 11 (Hornquist,
Fisher), 10:28.
econd Period—3, St. Louis, Paajarvi 6
(Palak, Cole), &:18.
ssed Penalty Shot—Steen, StL, 15:27

ona.

Shots on Goal—St. Louis 4-10-8—22.
Nashville 8-8-5—
Powerhplay op;fwrtnmhes St. Louis 0
as|

Goalies—St. Louis, Miller 18-22-3 (21

shoteds saves). Nashville, Rinne 4-6-1
(22-20).

A—16,180 (17,113). T—2:29.

se

Coyotes 5, Canadiens 2
11 0-2

3 0 2-5
oenix, Vrbata 16

0er
First Period—1, Ph

econd d Montreal, Gal-
chenyuk 12" (Subban, Markov, 1453

Vlmd Period—6, Phoenix, Vrbata 17

wer-play nprortumtles—Mon(real
10f 5; Bhoenix 2

oalies—Mont Budaj 8-62 (23
ShOteaTs Saves) Phatnie Smith 331810
(26-24).

A—15,282 (17,125). T-2:23.

Oilers 3, Islanders 2 (OT)
N.Y. Islanders 2 o ﬂ 0-2
Edm u 0 1-3

irst Period—1, N.Y. Islanders Nlelsen
19 (C\utterbuck Hickey), 9:58 (sh). 2,
8 21 Islanders, Lee 4 (Strait, McDonald),
1

Third Period—3, Edmonton, Smyth 9
(Eberle, Gagner) 8:28 (pp) 4 Edmcnmn,
myth, Perron), 1
me 5 Edmonton, HaIIZI (Gag-

Y| Is\anders 13-10-9-

—N.Y. Is-

Goalies—N.Y. Islanders, Nabokov 11-

13-6 (29 sho ts( 253 saves). Edmonton,
2)

Scrivens 12-9-4
A—16,839 (16,839). T

Sharks 5, Penguins 3

Bittsburgh 29 1-3
san 1 4-5
First Period—1, Plttsburgh Maatta 8
9. 2, Pittsburgh, Kunitz

Second Period—3, San Jose, Braun 4
(Wln?els. Deslardms).
riod—4, San Jose, Marleau 26
(Demers), 5:18 (sh). 5, Plttsburgh Maatta
9 (Sutter, Jokinen), 5:39 (pp). 6, San Jose,
Burns 16 (Pavelski, Thornton), 6:52. 7,
San Jose, Thormion o (Pavelski). 14:21.
8, %arz Jo)se Burns 17 (Pavelski, Viasic),

Shots on Goal—Plttsburgh 10-8-4—22.
San Jose 13-18-1
) lf'nwer—vlay twv?rtum ies—Pittsburgh

Goalies—Pittsburgh, Zatkoff 9-3-1 (46
Shots-d2 saves). San Jos, Niemi 30-15-6
(22:19).

A—17,562 (17,562). T—2:27.

Scoring leaders
Through March 6
GP G A PTS
Sldneycrcsby, Pit 62 29 54 83

Phil Kessel, 64 33 37 70
Ryan Getzlaf, Anh 59 29 39 68
Alex Ovechkin, Was 60 44 67
John Tavares, NYI 59 24 42

Patrick Kane, Chi 63 27 38 65
laude Giroux, Phi 63 23 41 64
Corey Perry, Anh 63 32 31 63
Tyler Seguin, Dal 61 28 35 63
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AUTO RACING

Around the track

SPRINT CUP

This week: Kobalt 400 at Las
Vegas.

TV: AFN-Xtra, 8 p.m. CET Sunday.

Track: Las Vegas Motor Speedway
(oval, 1.5 miles).

Race distance: 400.5 miles, 267
laps.

Last year: Matt Kenseth won in his
third start for Joe Gibbs Racing.

Last week: Kevin Harvick raced to
his second straight victory at Phoenix
International Raceway, leading 224 of
312 laps. He's in his first season with
Stewart-Haas Racing.

Fast facts: Dale Earnhardt Jr. won
the season-opening Daytona 500
and finished second in Phoenix. ...
Kyle Busch won the 2009 race at his
home track. ... Two-time Indy 500
winner Dan Wheldon was killed in an
accident at the track during the 2011
IndyCar finale.

Next race: Food City 500, March
16, Bristol Motor Speedway, Bristol,
Tenn.

Online: nascar.com

— The Associated Press

Driver standings

6. Joey Logano
7. Matt Kenseth .
8. Denny Hamlin
9. Carl Edwards .

y .
12. Casey Mears....

13. Ricky Stenhouse Jr.
14. Kyle Busch ......
15. Ryan Newman.
16. Austin Dillon
17. Marcos Ambrose .
18. Kasey Kahne....

Driver to watch

For a guy who is a six-time series champion
as well as the reigning Sprint Cup king, there
has been little talk about Jimmie Johnson
through the first two races of the season.
Johnson has finished in the top 10 of both
races (fifth at Daytona, sixth at Phoenix).
More importantly, he has a series-high four
victories at Las Vegas. Johnson has finished in
the top 10 in two of the past three races there
— leading double-digit laps in both. Johnson

has led laps in 10 of his 12 starts at
the track, which matches
Matt Kenseth for most of
any driver.

NATIONWIDE SERIES

This week: Boyd Gaming 300 at
Las Vegas.

TV: AFN-Xtra, 10:15 p.m. CET
Saturday.

Track: Las Vegas Motor Speedway
(oval, 1.5 miles).

Race distance: 300 miles, 200
laps.

Last year: Sam Hornish Jr. held off
Kyle Busch on two late restarts.

Last week: Busch won the rain-
shortened Phoenix race to become the
first driver to win three consecutive
Nationwide events at the track. Busch
has a series-record 64 victories.

Fast facts: Daytona 500 winner
Dale Earnhardt Jr. is driving the No.
88 Chevrolet. ... Busch is winless in
Nationwide competition at his home
track. ... Regan Smith won the sea-
son-opening race at Daytona.

Next race: Drive to Stop Diabetes
300, March 15, Bristol Motor Speed-
way, Bristol, Tenn.

Online: nascar.com

— The Associated Press

Driver standings
1. Regan Smith

5. Dylan Kwasniews|
6. Brendan Gaughan
7. Chase Elliott
8. Brian Scott .

11. Mike Bliss.
12. Ryan Reed.
13. Landon Cassill
14. Dakoda Armstrong .
15. Jeremy Clements.

CAMPING WORLD
TRUCKS SERIES

Next race: Kroger 250, March 29,
Martinsville Speedway, Martinsville,
Va.

Last race: Kyle Busch won at Day-
tona on Feb. 21 to become the first
driver to win Truck, ARCA, Nationwide
and Sprint Cup races at the track.

Online: nascar.com

— The Associated Press

Driver standings

1. Timothy Peters 43
2. Johnny Sauter

3. Ron Hornaday Jr. 39
4. Ryan Blaney 38
5. Jeb Burton.. .37
6. Jimmy Weller Il . 35
7. German Quiroga . 34
8. Ryan Sieg 33
9. Tyler Redd 32

12. John Wes Townley .
13. Justin Jennings

14. Bryan Silas .. 27
15. Chris Fontain: 25
NHRA MELLO YELLO
DRAG RACING

Next event: NHRA Gatornationals,
March 13-16, Auto Plus Raceway At
Gainesville, Fla.

Last event: Alexis DeJoria raced to
her first career Funny Car victory on
Feb. 23, beating Robert Hight in the
final at Wild Horse Pass in Chandler,
Ariz. Antron Brown won in Top Fuel
and Allen Johnson topped the Pro
Stock field.

Online: nhra.com

— The Associated Press

Victory and validation

Phoenix win backs up Childers” move to Harvick’s team

By JENNA FRYER
The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C.
odney Childers wrestled for months
with the decision to join Kevin Harvick
at Stewart-Haas Racing. Just when he
thought he’d made up his mind to leave

Michael Waltrip Racing, he and Brian Vickers
'won a race together at New Hampshire.

Weeks went by after that victory last July when
Childers thought his heart was truly in remain-
ing with MWR. He woke up one day and his mind
was finally made up.

“My alarm went off and it hit me, it was like, ‘T
need to go to Stewart-Haas and crew chief Kevin
Harvick,” Childers told The Associated Press
this week.

So much for peace of mind: MWR reacted to
his decision by essentially benching Childers for
the rest of the season. He couldn’t work for al-
most six weeks. He pressure washed his house,
tweeted with fans during races and had week-
ends off for the first time in his adult life.

In late October, MWR gave Childers his re-
lease and he was free to join to SHR and get a
head-start on the 2014 season.

“When I started, it was a bit overwhelming, the
way it’s run is different because the crew chiefs
have a lot more control,” Childers said. “I got

there and really
wasn't happy

with the way the cars were built, the equipment
needed to be alot nicer. I started to think after six
or seven days, ‘Man, this is going to take a long
time to fix."”

Childers grew so discouraged he thought it
would be June or July before Harvick would win
his first race with his new team.

Six weeks into the process, something sudden-
ly changed.

“I left work one night and looked around and
thought ‘Crap, we can win one of the first four
races and we can contend just like anyone else
can,” Childers said. “It had all come together so
quickly, and from that moment on, our whole de-
meanor has been a lot different — it’s been about
winning.”

That was evident all last weekend at Phoenix,
where Harvick showed early on that his No. 4
Chevrolet was going to be a race-day contender.
The car was ultimately so good, Harvick led 224
of the 312 laps Sunday en route to a victory in just
his second race with SHR.

It was the lone bright spot in a second straight
crummy weekend for SHR. After a disastrous
Speedweeks plagued with engine issues and
four wrecked cars, Phoenix wasn’t much better.
Kurt Busch had another engine failure, Danica
Patrick was wrecked out for the second straight
week and Tony Stewart finished 16th.

Perhaps because of the head-start Childers
had on 2014 and Harvick’s arrival, the No. 4 team
doesn’t have the same ailments as the other SHR
cars. Harvick finished second in his Daytona
qualifying race, and was in the mix at the Day-
tona S00 until he was part of the last-lap crash.

Childers points to a December test at Char-
lotte as knowing he made the right decision to
move and that he and Harvick can have a special
season.

“My personal validation was not win-
ning at Phoenix but leaving that Char-
lotte test,” he said. “We knew that car
wasn’t very nice and we could build
cars way better than that. But to still
be that fast in a car we felt could
be alot better — it was like, ‘This
is really going to work out.”
Will it work out Sunday in
Las Vegas, on the first 1.5-
mile track of the season?
“Our Las Vegas car
is even better than
our Phoenix car,”
Childers said.

Rodney Childers, shown

with Michael Waltrip Racing
last season, says he knew
after a December test

at Charlotte that he made

the right decision in becoming
Kevin Harvick’s crew chief

at Stewart-Haas Racing.

Wape Pavne/AP
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Clippers

Lakers suffer most
one-sided loss in
franchise history

By Joe ResNICK
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The Lakers
were the designated home team
this time. That meant the Clip-
pers had to put up with looking at
all those championship banners
and retired numbers that their co-
tenant at the Staples Center has
had hanging on the wall since the
arena opened 15 seasons ago —
and weren’t able to cover them up
with banners of their own players.

Perhaps seeing all those re-
minders of the Lakers’ decades
of success will be an inspiration
to the Clippers about 62 weeks
from now, when they head into
the playoffs without their intra-
city rivals — who are in danger of
finishing with their worst record
since moving to L.A. from Min-
neapolis in 1959.

Blake Griffin had 20 points and
11 rebounds during three thun-
derous quarters by the Clippers,
who routed the Lakers 142-94
Thursday night to extend their
winning streak to a season-best
six games. It was the most lopsid-
ed victory ever for the Clippers’
franchise and the most one-sided
loss in Lakers history.

“Since Day 1, there’s always
going to be something to talk
about since we both play here in
this building. During the game,
all the fans were yelling: ‘It’s still
a Laker town.” And it is — no se-
cret,” Clippers point guard Chris
Paul said. “But we just have to
worry about us and keep play-
ing. It’s going in the right direc-

ssert dominance

Jae C. Hone/AP

The Clippers’ Blake Griffin dunks as the Lakers’ Wesley Johnson
looks on during Thursday’s game. The Clippers won 142-94.

tion. We don’t want to get too high
or too low. We just want to try to
keep getting better.”

Darren Collison had a team-
high 24 points while starting at
shooting guard for the injured
Jamal Crawford. Paul added 13

Roundup

points and 11 assists for the Clip-
pers, who have won the teams’
last two meetings by a combined
84 points.

The previous record for worst
loss by a Lakers squad was set on
Jan. 9,1995, when they fell 129-83

at Portland. The previous worst
home loss was on Feb. 9, 1960,
when Boston beat them 129-90.
The Clippers have won six of the
last seven meetings against their
longtime tormentors, including a
four-game sweep last season.

San Antonio handles Heat

The Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — Led by a no-frills coach, the
San Antonio Spurs have long stated the regular sea-
son means little to them.

Yet even normally stoic San Antonio couldn’t hide
its emotion on the court, and the satisfaction after-
ward, of toppling the two-time defending champion
Miami Heat.

Tim Duncan had 23 points and 11 rebounds, and
the Spurs never trailed against the Heat, weather-
ing a sluggish third quarter for an intense 111-87
victory Thursday.

“I'm sure this has some special meaning, to say
something different would be silly,” San Antonio
coach Gregg Popovich said, “but we expect them to
come out hard and play.”

In their first home game against Miami since los-
ing a heart-wrenching, seven-game NBA Finals, the
Spurs handed the Heat their worst loss of the season.

Tony Parker scored 17 points, including 14 in
a wild first half, Boris Diaw added 16 and Kawhi

Leonard had 11 for the Spurs (45-16), who have won
five straight.

Chris Bosh had 24 points, LeBron James added
19, Dwyane Wade had 16 and Michael Beasley 11
for Miami (43-16).

Suns 128, Thunder 122: Gerald Green scored
25 of his career-high 41 points in the third quarter
and host Phoenix erased a 16-point deficit to knock
off Oklahoma City.

Markieff Morris added 24 points, including two
free throws with 24.4 seconds to play. Goran Dragic
scored 22, including six of the Suns’ final 12 points
after Oklahoma City led 118-116.

Russell Westbrook scored a season-high 36 for the
Thunder. Kevin Durant added 34.

Green’s outburst fell one point shy of a Suns re-
cord for most points in a quarter set by Stephon
Marbury in 2002.

It was Phoenix’s second 40-point performance in
four games. Dragic had 40 against New Orleans on
Friday.

Scorebhoard

Eastern Conference

Toronto
Brookiyn
New York

Boston

Philadelphia
Soutl

Miami

Washington
Charlotte

Cleveland
Milwaukee

Western Conference

Southwest

W L Pct GB
San Antonio 45 16 738 —
Houston 2 19 689 3
Dallas 36 26 581 9%
Memphis 567 10%
New Orleans 393 21
Oklahoma City 142
portland 689 3
Minnesota 500 15
Denver 433 19
Utah 344 240
L.A. Clippers 683
Golden State 13 an
hoenix 590
Sacramento 361 20
LA. Lakers 339 2%

2
x-clinched playoff spot
dnesday’s games
Houston 101, Orlando 89
Washington 104, Utah 91
Charlotte 109, Indiana 87
Brooklyn 103, Memphis 94
Golden State 108, Boston 88
Chicago 105, Detroit 94
Denver 115, Dallas 1
New York 118, Vinnosota 106
sacramento 116, Milwaukee 102
Portland 102, Atlant 78
Thursday's games
San Antonio 111, Mia
Phoenix 128, Okiahoma Clly 122
L. cllppers 142, L. 594
lay’s g mes
Memphis at Chlcago
Sacramento at Toronto
Cleveland at Charlotte
Brooklyn at Boston
Utah at New York
Detroit at Minnesota
Milwaukee at New Orleans
Portland at Dallas
akers at Denver
Indiana at Houston
Atlanta at Golden State
aturday’s games
Utah at Philadelphia
New York at Cleveland
Charlotte at Memphis
Orlando at San Antonio
Washington at Milwaukee
Atlanta at L.A. Clippers

Calendar

April 16 — Last day of regu\ar season.
Apnl 19 — Playoffs begi

May 20 — Draft Iottery
June 5 — NBA Finals
June 16 — Draft early entry withdraw-

al deadline.

June 26 — NBA Draft.

Spurs guard Manu Ginobi

Thursday
Clippers 142, Lakers 94

LA. CLIPPERS — Barnes 7-13 0-0 17,

Turkoglu 3-6 0-09, Bullock 4-70-0 11, Hol-
n524125 Totals 57-103 16-22 142,

shall P800 7 Mioeks
2133 Tty 51033 15, Sacre 4700
& Brooks 0.8 0% 7. Kally 24 455, Totals
34-86 18-26 94.
L.A. Clippers 29 44 36 33-142
LA, Lakers 27 13 20 34-94
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 12-
26 (Bullock 3-3, Turkoglu 3-5, Barnes 3-7,
Green 1-3, Paul 1-3, Collison 1-3, Granger
0-2), LA. Lakers 8:30 (Henry 3-3, Kelly
1-2, Farmar 1-3, Marshall 1-4, Bazemore
1 4, Brooks 1-5, Meeks 0-2, John: nson 0:7).
odled Out—None. Rebourids—L.A. Ciip-
s 71 _(Barnes, Jordan 12), LA Lak-
8rs 41 (Gasol 1. ASsisto—L
34 (Paul 11) LA Lakers 26 itarehon
Total Fo A Clippers 21, LA Lakers

16. Tech cals i
sive three second. A— 8 488 (18,997).
Suns 128, Thunder 122
OKLAHOMA CITY — Durant 12-247-7 34,
Ibaka 7-11 4-4 18, Adams 0-0 0-0 0, West-
brook 13-22 6-6 36, Jones 0-2 0-0 0, Rober-
son 0-0 0-0 0, Butler 4-11 2-2 14, Jackson
2-80-0 4, Collison 2-2 0-0 4, Fisher 2-4 0-0
3-6 0-0 7. Totals 45-90 19-. 19 122
NIX — Tucker 2-3 2-2 7, Frye
22 11 Len23236. Drag|c8154722.

5 Lamb
PH

a 24 33 24-122
29 40 27-128
hree-Point Goals—Oklahoma ~ City

13- 33 (BmlerhAB, wEstbrook 4-9, Du-
i

homa City defensive three second, Frye,
Green. A—17,816 (18,422).

Spurs 111, Heat 87
— Battier 0-1 0-0 0, James 6-18
7 9 19 Bosh 10-16 3-3 24, Chalmersz -7 0-
Wade 7-15 2-3 16, Allen 2-51-1 6, An-
dersenz -32-26, Beasleys 100 -0 11, Cole
0-4 0-0 0, Oden 0-0 0-0 0, 'm 0-0 0-0
0, LewlsD -0 0-¢ 00. Doug\asn DU 00 Totals
3479 15-18
SAN ANTONIO = Leonard 4-13 2-. 2 11
Duncan9 13 5-! 523 Diaw 5-5 4-5 16,
17, Green 2-8 0-0 6, G|n0b|I|3E
nelli 3 52 ZB,SDIItterZ 4 3- 47,
M|II535129 Joseph 0-2 0-0 0, Daye
Bonner 1- 1002 BaynesOOOOD
To(a\sAD 7922-26 1

Y2 2 5 n-w
San Antonio 25 20 29-111
Three-Point Goals—Miami 4-13 (Beas-
ey almes
Cole 0-1, Battier
3), San Antonio 9- i
Mills 2-5, Green 2-6, Leonard 1-4, Gi
0-2, Belinelli 0-2). Fouled Qut—None. Re-
unds—Miami

Fouls— ZMiami 22, san Antonio 17. Techn-
cals—Chalmers,” Wade, San Antonio de-
fenswe lhree second 2. A— 18 581 (18,797).

DARREN ABATE/AP

center, shoots against Miami forwards

Chris Bosh, left, and Chris Andersen on Thursday in San Antonio.
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AP Top 25 roundup

Villanova clinches

are

outright Big East title

11th win in last 12 games for red-hot Wildcats

The Associated Press

CINCINNATI— Darrun Hilliard scored
19 points and No. 6 Villanova clinched the
outright Big East championship for the
first time in 32 years by holding off Xavier
77-70 on Thursday night.

JayVaughn Pinkston added 15 points —
eight in the last 3:20 — James Bell finished
with 12 and Ryan Arcidiacono chipped
in with 11 as the Wildcats (27-3, 15-2 Big
East) extended their school record for reg-
ular-season wins with their fifth straight
and 11th in their last 12 games.

The Wildcats went into the night with a
1Y2 game lead over No. 13 Creighton in the
Big East and two games remaining. The
Bluejays have one game to play.

Villanova, which last won the title alone
in 1981-82, wraps up its regular season
Saturday at home against Georgetown.

Justin Martin had 20 points for Xavier
(20-11, 10-8) while Semaj Christon added
18 and Isaiah Philmore finished with 15.
The Musketeers ended the regular season
with consecutive losses.

The game was Xavier’s first without 6-
foot-10 junior center Matt Stainbrook, who
started each of the Musketeers’ previous
30 before straining the medial collateral
ligament in his left knee in their loss at
Seton Hall on Monday.

No. 15 Cincinnati 97, No. 20 Mem-
phis 84: Sean Kilpatrick scored a season-
high 34 points in his final home game, and

Conference tournaments

a trio of senior starters steadied the host
Bearcats in a win that left the American
Athletic Conference race tied with a game
to go.

Cincinnati (25-5, 14-3 AAC) remained
tied atop the first-year league with No. 11
Louisville. The Cardinals won 84-71 at
No. 18 Southern Methodist on Wednesday
night and finish at home against No. 19
Connecticut. The Bearcats close the regu-
lar season at Rutgers.

‘With a chance to break the race open, the
Tigers (22-8, 11-6) fell apart in the opening
minutes and never fully recovered. Cincin-
nati’s seniors kept the Bearcats ahead the
whole game.

Kilpatrick led the way in his final home
game at the school where he will end up
as the No. 2 all-time scorer behind Oscar
Robertson.

No. 22 Michigan St. 86, No. 24 lowa
76: Keith Appling scored in double figures
for the first time in more than five weeks
for the host Spartans.

Appling showed his old aggressiveness
before hip and wrist injuries and scored
12 points for Michigan State (23-7, 12-5 Big
Ten). Travis Trice, Appling’s backup, was
3-for-4 from three-point range and had
16 points, while Adreian Payne added 14
points in his final home game.

Roy Devyn Marble had 24 points for
Towa (20-10, 9-8) which has continued to
struggle on defense and is 1-4 over the past
two weeks.

Villanova’s Darrum
Xavier in Cincinnati.

Tom UnLman/AP

fist near the close of Thursday’s 77-70 win over
iard finished with 19 points.

America East Conference
At SEFCU Arena

Maine Hofstra vs. uNc Wil

Semifinal winners
Colonial Athletic Association

Championship
Sunday, March 9
lona vs. Ridel
Canisius vs. Siena

Quarterfinals
Sa!urda)', March 8

100K vS.
Hartford vs. Binghamton
nals
Sunday, March 9

ont-New Hamnshlre winner vs.

Albany (N Y.)-UMBC win:
tony Brook-| Malne wlnner vs. Hart-
ford-Binghamton wi

Champi
At Higher-Remainifig S
Saturday, March 15—
Semifinal winners
Atlantic Sun Conference
mpus Sites
First Round
ay, March 4
Mercer 85, JACKSORIIE
Hloriaa Gulf Cosat 17, Stotson
South Carolina- UDstate SO.N. Hovida 74
ETSU 89, Lipsc

emlf nals

Florida Gulf Coast 63 S 64
ZOMercer 78, South Carolina-Upstate 75,

Championship
» March 9
Florida Guif 'Coast vs. Mercer
g South Conference
The HTC Center
onway, S.C.
First Round
Wednesday, March 5
Winthrop 77, Liberty'65
Radford 78, Presbyterian 73
Charleston Southern 81, Campbell 71
Gardner-Webb 81, Longw
inals
iday, March 7
High Point v3. Wi throp
UNC Asheville vs. Radi
Coastal Carolina vs. Charleston Southern
VMI vs. Gardner-Webb
Semifinals
lay, March 8
High Point. Wmmrop winner vs. UNC
Asheville-Radford w
Coastal Carolina-Charleston Southern
winner vs. VMI-Gardner-Webb winner

urday. rch 8
Delaware va. Hoferra-UNC Wilmington
winner
Drexel vs. Northeastern
Towson vs. James Madisol
Wllllam &Mary vs. col\ege of Charles-

Delaware—HOMEA URC. wnmmgton
winner vs. Drexel-Northeastern winner
Towson-James Madison_winner vs.
william & Mary-College "of Charleston
winne
Championship
Monday, March 10
Semifinal winners
Horizon League
Round

rst
‘uesday,
Oakland 95 Voungstown State 92 oT
Valparaiso 73, lllinois-Chicago
Milwaukee 83, Detroit 73
At The Resch Center

Friday, March 7
Wright State vs. Oakland
Valparais ss iwaukee

e
urday, M:
Cleveland e anht State-oak-
fand winner
Green Bay vs. Valparaiso-Milwaukee
winner
Championship
At Highe:
esday, March 11
Semifinal winner:
Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference
assMutual Center
Sprlng eld, l:-lss.

Thursday, March 6
Rider 71, MoArmoRth (o3 60
Saint Peter's 65, Fairfieid 62, OT
Marist 66, Niagara 62

more Arena Manhattan vs. Salnt Peter’s
rst Round Quinnipiac vs. Ma
y, March 7 sem:ﬁna
mington daY-
erlinals lona—Rider winner va. canisius-Siena

winner
Manhattan—Saint Peter’s winner vs.
Quinnipiac—Marist winner
ampionship
londay, March 10
Semifinal it
issouri Valley Conference
cottrade Center
. Louis
o First Round
Saay, March 6
Evansville 63, Drars o
Loyola of Chicago 74, Bradiey 72

Fday, Mareh7
Wichita state ve. Evansville
Missouri State vs. Illinois State
Indiana State vs. Loyola of Chicago
Northern low vs. Southern ilinois
nals
rday, March 8
Wichita State Euanevile winner vs.
Missourt State-Illinois State winner
Indiana State-Loyola of Chicago win-
ner vs. Northern lowa-Southern Ilinois
winner
Championship,
unday, March 9
Semifinal winnes
Northeast Conference
At Higher-Seeded Teo
First Round
Wednesday, March 5
Robert Morris 60, Fairleigh Dickinson

Wagner 83, CCSU 59

st. Francis (Pa.) 55, B

Mount StMaryS 72 St Francis (NY)
7

Semifinals
Saturday, March 8
unt St. Mary's at Wag
St Francis (o at Robert Morris

Tuesday, March 11
Semifinal winners

Ohlo valley Conference
al Auditorium
Nashwlle. Tenn.
First Round

Wednesday, March 5

Tennessee Tech 74, 51U Edwardsville 67

o Southeast Missouri 79, Eastern lllinois
Second Round
Thursday, March 6

Morehead State 76, Tennessee Tech 61

Eastern Kentucky 84, Southeast Mis-
souri 7t

nals
Friday, Mareh 7
Belmont vs. Morehead State
Murray State vs. Eastern Kentucky
hampionshi
saturday, March 8
Semifinal winners
Patriot League
ampus Sites

First Rou
Monday, March 3

Colgate 57, Navy

Lafayette Mbl.oyo\a M) 71

Wednesday, M: rl:
Boston Unlversﬁi/ 91, Lafayette 54

American 59, Colgate 50
mifinals
day, March 8

Army at Beaton University

Holy Cross at American

nship
ednesdaY, March 13
Semlflnal wmners
uthern Conference
b Uis. Cellular Center
Asheville, N.C.
st Round

Friday, March 7
samford vs. Appalachian State
Georgia Southern vs, Furman
UNC Greensboro vs. The Citadel

inal

saturday, March 8
Davidson vs. Samford-Appalachian
State winner
Elon vs. Western Carolina
Chattanooga vs. Georgia Southern-
Furman winner
Wofford vs. UNC Greensboro-The Cita-
del winner

Semifinals
Sunday, March 9
Davidson—Samford-Appalachian
State winner vs. Elon-Western Carolina
winner
Chattanooga—Georgia Southern-Fur-
man winner vs. Wofford—UNC Greens-
boro-The Citadel winner
hampionship
Monday, March 10
Semifinal winners
Summit League
ux Falls Arena
Sioux Falls, S.D.
First Round
saturday, March 8
IPFW vs. IUPUI
nday, March 9
Denver vs. South D:
South Dakota ate e Western il
no

At

Semifinals
londay, March 10
North Dakota State vs. Denver-South
Dakota winne:
IPFW-IUPUI winner vs. South Dakota
State-Western Illinois winner
 Championship
uesday, March 11
Semifinal winnbrs
West Coast Conference
At Orleans Arena
Las Vegas
First Round

Thursday, Marc
Loyola Marymount 67, Pomand 64
Santa Clara 81, Pacific
Rarfinals
rday, March 8
San Francisco v, &an Diego

Saint Mary’s vs. Pepperdine
Semifinals
Monday, March 10
San Francisco-San Diego winner vs.
BYU-Loyola Marymount winner
Gonzaga-Santa Clara winner vs. Saint
Mary's-Pepperdine winner
Championship
Tuesday, March 11
Semifinal winners
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Pick 6: Women's tourney players to watch

By AARoON BEARD
The Associated Press

It’s conference tournament week in women’s bas-
ketball with the NCAA tournament about two weeks

Here’s a look a six players to watch among the
top leagues in tournament action, which began with
the Atlantic Coast Conference’s first-round games
Wednesday afternoon. Strong performances by
these players could help determine whether their

away.

teams can hoist the championship trophy.

LM Otero/AP

‘West Virginia senior Asya Bussie averaged 13.2 points per game for

the No. 7 Mountaineers.

Asya Bussie, West Virginia.
The 6-foot-4 senior missed
last year with a knee injury, but
has averaged 13.2 points and
7.7 rebounds for the No. 7 Mountain-
eers. She has seven double-doubles
this year and nearly half her team’s

blocked shots while leading active play-
ers nationally with 133 career starts.
West Virginia tied No. 9 Baylor for first
in the Big 12 and split the regular-sea-
son meetings, with Bussie averaging
19 points in those two games for the
second-seeded Mountaineers.

Timotny D. EasLev/AP

Louisville’s Shoni Schimmel
guided her team to the NCAA
championship game last season.

Shoni  Schimmel, Louisville.
Schimmel guided the No. 3
Cardinals to their surprising
run to the NCAA tournament's
championship game last year. They're
the No. 2 seed in the American Athletic
Conference tournament behind top-
ranked and unbeaten Connecticut. The
senior guard ranked among the league’s
leaders in numerous categories, includ-
ing scoring (16.9 points), assists (3.7),
free-throw percentage (77.9), three-
point percentage (37.8) and made
threes per game (3.2). Schimmel’s abil-
ity to hit from outside could spark the
Cardinals in this week’s tournament.

Georce NIKITIN/AP

California’s Reshanda Gray had
eight 20-point performances.

Reshanda Gray, California.

The 6-3 junior averaged 17.3

points and 9.1 rebounds while

shooting 60 percent from the
floor, good for second in the Pac-12 for
the No. 20 Bears. Gray had eight 20-
point performances, cracked 30 points
twice and scored a career-high 43
points on 17-for-20 shooting against
Washington State last week. The only
hiccups game against tournament top
seed Stanford, when she managed
a combined seven points on 3-for-9
shooting while battling foul trouble
in the two regular-season meetings.
Cal is the No. 2 seed in the Pac-12
tournament.

Mary ANN CHASTAIN/AP

South Carolina sophomore
Tiffany Mitchell was named the
Southeastern Conference Player
of the year this season.

Tiffany Mitchell, South Caro-

lina. Mitchell was the South-

eastern Conference player of

the year in the fifth-ranked
Gamecocks' historically  successful
season. Mitchell averaged 15.5 points
and 5.6 rebounds while shooting 52
percent both from the floor and behind
the three-point arc. The 5-9 sopho-
more guard sparked South Carolina
to its first SEC regular-season title and
has the Gamecocks as the No. 1 seed
aiming for a first tournament title to go
with it.

Par SuLLivan/AP

Nebraska’s Jordan Hooper was the Big Ten player of the year,
shooting 36 percent from three-point range during the season.

Jordan Hooper, Nebraska. The
6-2 senior was the Big Ten's
player of the year by proving to
be an inside-out threat for the
No. 16 Cornhuskers. Hooper ranked
third in the league in scoring (20.1)
and rebounding (9.3) while shooting
36 percent from three-point percent-
age during the regular season, help-
ing Nebraska finish a game behind
Penn State and Michigan State atop

the league. Hooper was part of the
team’s 2012 run to the tournament
final, a double-overtime loss to Purdue.
“| think anybody who watches Jordan
on a daily basis in our practices knows
that Jordan works really hard,” coach
Connie Yori said after Hooper's final
home game against lllinois. “That’s
how you get better — by working hard
on a regular basis and being consistent.
And that's what she’s been.”

PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP

Maryland forward Alyssa Thomas, three-time ACC player of the year is averaging 18.7 points, 10.8
rebounds and 4.3 assists per game for the No. 8 Terrapins.

Alyssa Thomas, Maryland. The 6-2 senior is a
three-time ACC player of the year for No. 8 Mary-
land, the third seed in the ACC tournament. If the
Terrapins have any chance of stopping Notre Dame’s
unbeaten run in its league debut, Thomas will have to come
up big. She’s averaging 18.7 points, 10.8 rebounds and 4.3

assists while shooting nearly 53 percent from the field. She
also had 29 points and 12 rebounds in an 87-83 loss to the
Fighting Irish on Jan. 27, which was Notre Dame’s closest
call all year. “A kid that can be powerful inside and pass like
that is just a special, special player,” Florida State coach Sue
Semrau said this season.
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Detroit’s Austin Jackson, top right, gets a welcome hug from Anibal Sanchez during spring training.

Fun: Ausmus brings sense
of camaraderie to clubhouse

FROM BACK PAGE

Leyland, whose old-school sense
of humor was always a hit. But
Ausmus seems to be going out of
his way to foster a sense of club-
house camaraderie.

“At the end of the day, we're
playing a game,” Cy Young win-
ner Max Scherzer said. “We're
playing a game for a living, and
you’ve gotto have funin this game,
because there’s so much failure,
inherently, within baseball.”

The Tigers have been a loose
but professional bunch through-
out their run of success, and
Hunter was acting very much in
character when he tweeted a link
Tuesday to the blurry picture of
him and the alligator. He said
later he puckered but didn’t actu-
ally kiss the animal.

The gator’s arrival was appar-
ently the result of a visit by some
players to a nearby theme park.

“We had the rookies go and do
areport,” Hunter said. “They had
like a camera and microphone,
and walked around and different
animals — tarantulas, pythons,
everything. ... We did a film and
then at the end of it, they had a
delivery.”

“Aknock on the door, and some-
body opened the door — it was
a delivery for Miguel Cabrera.
Miguel was about to get it, and the
box started moving — like some-
thing was moving in it — and
Miguel took off running.”

The alligator turned out to be
relatively harmless, its mouth
bound shut.

“We just had fun with it, took
pictures with it,” Hunter said.

Leyland, Detroit’s manager for
the last eight seasons, was known

for his ability to relate to players
much younger than him.

“He was having fun in his own
way,” Scherzer said. “He can
moonwalk, he can dance. The
jokes he tells are so X-rated I
can’t even tell you. It’s stuff like
that.”

The 44-year-old Ausmus took
over in November, with his Dart-
mouth pedigree and refined man-
ner — but he clearly understands
the importance of team bonding.

The alligator stunt was part
of the Tigers’ morning meeting,

which is a

] new element

We're of the team’s

playing a iaily routine.

est anyone

game fora ;U “0

living, and players are

® turning their

:’Ol;'VG gOt spring train-

0 have ing complex

fun in this into “Animal

House” — lit-

game.” erally and
Max Scherzer figuratively

Tigers pitcher —  Ausmus

says these

gatherings involve more than just

goofing off.

“The point of the meetings are
to kind of get the team together
and have some fun and build ca-
maraderie. If it’s working, then
great,” Ausmus said. “We tend
to business in those meetings as
well, but we have some laughs
while we’re in there.”

The photo of Hunter surfaced a
couple days after another Tigers-
related picture began making the
Internet rounds.

Reliever Joba Chamberlain’s
Twitter followers were treated to

a shot of Detroit catcher Bryan
Holaday posing in a women’s
swimsuit at a get-together with
teammates.

Next to Holaday in the pic-
ture was a more conventionally
dressed Upton. Tigers star Justin
Verlander has been spotted with
Upton on occasion, but he’s never
said much publicly about the na-
ture of his relationship with the
swimsuit model.

Holaday has played in 22 major
league games. Now, he’s a bit of a
social media sensation.

“He did an unbelievable job,”
Chamberlain said. “He prob-
ably could have used a spray tan
before, but we’ll have to work on
that.”

Scherzer is in the foreground of
that picture wearing a sombrero.

“We had a theme — taco night
— for a cookout,” Chamberlain
said. “We’ve done cookouts and
stuff before, so we tried to mix it
up and had a taco night.”

So the Tigers are enjoying
themselves, breaking up the mo-
notony of baseball’s preseason
in whatever creative ways they
can think of. Players have also
been participating in a basketball
shooting competition, which is
tracked on a big bracket posted in
the clubhouse.

There’s already been plenty
of trash talk about that. It’s all
healthy fun to an experienced
team that has probably earned the
benefit of the doubt as far as bal-
ancing preparation with laughter.

“It’s baseball,” Scherzer said.
“If you're not smiling and hav-
ing fun while you're getting bet-
ter, you're not playing this game
right.”

Sports medicine
pioneer Jobe dies

By BETH HARRIS
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Dr. Frank
Jobe, a pioneering orthopedic
surgeon who was the first to per-
form an elbow procedure that
became known as Tommy John
surgery and saved the careers of
countless major league pitchers,
died Thursday. He was 88.

Jobe died in Santa Monica after
being hospitalized recently with
an undisclosed illness, according
to a spokesman for the Los Ange-
les Dodgers.

Jobe performed groundbreak-
ing elbow surgery on John, a
Dodgers pitcher who had a rup-
tured medial collateral ligament
in his left elbow. The injury pre-
viously had no solution until Jobe
removed a tendon from John's
forearm and repaired his elbow.
John went on to pitch 14 years
after the operation on Sept. 25,
1974, compiling 164 more victo-
ries without ever missing a start
because of an elbow problem.

“Today Ilost a GREAT friend,”
John tweeted.

Last year, the initial surgery
and the relationship between
John and Jobe was the subject of
an ESPN documentary.

“When he did come back, I
thought maybe we could do it on
somebody else,” Jobe told The
Associated Press in 2010. “I wait-
ed two years to try it on somebody
else, but we had no idea we could
do it again.”

Jobe initially estimated John’s
chances of returning to the ma-
jors at less than S percent. He
later said 92 to 95 percent of pa-
tients return as good, if not better,

than before the surgery.

The surgery has since become
common practice for pitchers and
players at every level of baseball,
including New York Mets pitcher
Matt Harvey, Washington star
Stephen Strasburg, Milwaukee’s
Tim Hudson and Minnesota’s
Francisco Liriano.

Some pitchers have signed mul-
tiyear contracts just months after
they have the surgery in expecta-
tion of a high-level return.

Typically, full rehabilitation
takes about a year for pitchers
and about six months for position
players. The procedure initially
required four hours; now it takes
about an hour.

Baseball Commissioner Bud
Selig saluted Jobe for revolution-
izing sports medicine.

“His wisdom elevated not only
the Dodgers, the franchise he
served proudly for a half-century,
but all of our clubs,” Selig said in
a statement. “Dr. Jobe’s exper-
tise, as well as his enthusiasm to
mentor his peers, made the na-
tional pastime stronger.”

Since 1974, Jobe had performed
hundreds of Tommy John surger-
ies on pitchers. Jobe co-founded
the Kerlan-Jobe Orthopedic Clin-
ic along with the late Dr. Robert
Kerlan in 1965. They supervised
the medical treatment for the
Dodgers and Angels, Los Ange-
les Lakers, Los Angeles Rams,
the Los Angeles Kings, and Ana-
heim Ducks, as well as other pro
and amateur athletes around the
country.

Jobe had also been the orthope-
dic consultant for the PGA Tour
for more than 25 years.

Mike GroLL/AP

Dr. Frank Jobe, known for the development of the historic elbow
procedure known as “Tommy John surgery,” is honored during a
ceremony in Cooperstown, N.Y., on July 27. Jobe, a pioneer in the
field of sports medicine, died Thursday. He was 88.
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Right: Detroit outfielder Rajai Davis hams it up for a photo shoot
during spring training in Lakeland, Fla. Below: In this screen shot
from Instagram, the Tigers’ Torii Hunter, left, has a close encounter
with an alligator while Justin

GeNe J. Puskar, RIGHT/AP

Tigers are having fun

By NoaH TRISTER ing spring camp with a mix of
The Associated Press relaxed lightheartedness and se- \
rious focus under new manager
LAKELAND, Fla. — Torii Hunter puck-  Brad Ausmus.
ered up next to the mouth of a wide-eyed Whether it's a player posing
alligator —and it was hard to tell if the fun- ~ with a reptile or a backup catcher
loving Detroit outfielder was more amused donning a women’s swimsuit next to
or terrified. Kate Upton, the three-time AL Central
“He was calm,” Hunter said of the unex- champions certainly look like they’re the
pected visitor to spring training. “I guess ~class of the majors when it comes to viral
he’s used to being around people.” photos.
Hunter and the Tigers are laughing The Tigers also had fun under Jim
their way toward opening day, approach- SEE FUN ON PAGE 31

Clippers hand Lakers their most lopsided loss in history e, eeee 2




