
BY TRAVIS J. TRITTEN

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Iraq War 
veteran Daniel Somers tried des-
perately to get VA mental health 
care for years before committing 
suicide last summer.

Despite his diagnosed post-
traumatic stress and brain in-
jury, Howard and Jean Somers 
told House lawmakers Thurs-
day, again and again their son 
was met with “uncaring, insen-
sitive and adversarial” staff in 
the Department of Veterans 

Affairs, which is mired in a 
nationwide scandal over deep 
dysfunction and records manip-

ulation in its health care system.
The couple and other fam-

ily members of veterans who 
have recently taken their own 
lives testified Thursday be-
fore the House Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee on the short-
comings of the VA and its suicide 

prevention efforts. 
The stories of tragedy came as

Committee Chairman Rep. Jeff
Miller, R-Fla., prepared to in-
troduce new legislation aimed at
fixing the problems. 

SEE SUICIDE ON PAGE 6

Volume 73, No. 61    © SS 2014      MIDEAST EDITION          FRIDAY, JULY 11, 2014 stripes.com Free to Deployed Areas

JAMES KIMBER/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

 The Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine USS Rhode Island returns to base in March  2013  after  three months at sea.  Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel visited the Ohio-class 
USS Tennessee on Wednesday, vowing more money and attention for the nuclear submarine force to correct for “drift” in the mission. 
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“I knew I wanted to 
name my kids after 

New York. I love 
New York.”

— Kimberly Tite, who along with 
husband Brock named their 3-year-

old daughter Brooklyn and 1-year-
old son Bronx, even though they’ve 
never visited New York and know it 

only through TV and rap lyrics

See story on Page 16
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IRAQ IN CRISIS

BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

NAVAL SUBMARINE BASE 
KINGS BAY, Ga. — Islamic mili-
tants who have taken control over 
parts of Iraq and Syria pose a di-
rect threat to the United States, 
Secretary of Defense Chuck 
Hagel said Wednesday.

“This country should not make 
any mistake on this, nor anyone 
in Congress: This is a threat to 
our country,” he told troops at a 
town hall meeting here. 

“This is a force that is sophis-
ticated, it’s dynamic, it’s strong, 
it’s organized, it’s well- financed, 
it’s competent … And it is a threat 

to our allies all over the Middle 
East, it’s a threat to Europe … 
and it’s a threat to us.”

The insurgent group, which re-
fers to itself as the Islamic State, 
has said it wants to rule over 
much of the Middle East. Gen. 
Martin Dempsey, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs, told lawmakers 
last month that the militants did 
not pose a direct threat to the U.S. 
homeland but could at some point 
if left unchecked.

Hagel seemed to suggest that 
the threat had materialized 
sooner.

“When I talk about protecting 
American lives in America, I also 
said protecting our interests,” 

he said. “And [the Islamic State] 
may not appear to be an immi-
nent threat to the United States. It 
is a threat to the United States. It 
is … a clear threat to our partners 
in that area, and it is imminent.” 

Hagel said the group is creating 
instability throughout the Middle 
East, but he did not elaborate why 
it poses a threat to the homeland.

Attorney General Eric Holder 
has suggested that some Euro-
peans and Americans who are 
fighting with the militants could 
return to their home countries 
and carry out attacks.

The Pentagon has deployed 
about 650 troops to Iraq in re-
cent weeks as the security situa-

tion has deteriorated. The Obama
administration is considering
airstrikes against Islamic State
fighters in Iraq, and the U.S. mili-
tary has teams of advisers on the 
ground assessing the situation 
and gathering intelligence.

Hagel was noncommittal about
additional steps the U.S. might
take, including the use of air 
power.

“We are getting daily assess-
ments,” he said. “And the final-
ity of those assessments will be
completed in the next few days,
and we’ll have a further context
of what recommendations they’ll 
make.”
harper.jon@stripes.com

Hagel: Militant group a threat to US
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 BY QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD  — Iraq’s Kurds on Thursday 
said their politicians will stay away from Cab-
inet meetings and called on Prime Minister 
Nouri al-Maliki to step down, blaming him for 
the failure to stop the offensive by Sunni in-
surgents, in a further sign of the deteriorating 
relationship between the Shiite leader and the 
Kurds.

The boycott of Cabinet meetings was in 
protest against comments a day earlier by al-
Maliki, who accused the largely autonomous 
Kurdish region in northern Iraq of harbor-
ing the Sunni militants who have overrun 
much of the country. The prime minister pro-
vided no evidence, and the Kurds denied the 
allegations.

Deputy Prime Minister Roz Nouri Shawez, 
the highest-level Kurdish official in the gov-
ernment, told reporters Thursday that “such 
statements are meant to hide the big security 
fiasco by blaming others, and we announce 
our boycott of Cabinet meetings.”

Kurds also hold the Cabinet posts for for-
eign affairs, trade, health and immigration 
and displacement.

The move is largely symbolic   because the 
government has continued operating in the 
past when the Sunni bloc fully withdrew its 
ministers from the Cabinet. But it underlines 
the deepening split between al-Maliki and the 
Kurds.

The presidency of the Kurdish self-rule re-
gion said al-Maliki “has become hysterical 
and has lost his balance.”

“He is doing everything he can to justify his 
failures and put the blame on others for these 
failures,” the Kurdish region’s presidency 
said in a statement posted on its website late 
Wednesday. It accused al-Maliki of destroy-

ing the country, and demanded that the step 
down.

Al-Maliki’s rivals and even some former al-
lies accuse the prime minister of helping fuel 
the current crisis by failing to promote recon-
ciliation with the country’s minority Sunnis, 
who complain  of being treated as second-class 
citizens.

Al-Maliki, whose State of Law bloc won the 

most seats in April elections, has refused to 
heed calls to step aside, and instead has vowed
to pursue a third consecutive term.

That has led to political deadlock as law-
makers attempt to form a new government
that can hold the country together as it con-
fronts the Sunni militants who have seized 
control of much of northern and western 
Iraq. 

Iraq’s Kurds say they will boycott Cabinet meetings

AP

People inspect the site of a car bomb attack Thursday on cars lined up at a gas station in 
the oil-rich city of Kirkuk  in northern Iraq .
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 BY TONY CAPACCIO AND 
JONATHAN D. SALANT

 Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — The Penta-
gon paid Textron’s Bell Helicop-
ter unit $8,123.50 each for gears 
that should have cost $445.06, ac-
cording to a report by the Defense 
Department’s inspector general.

The bevel gears that were 
marked up 18-fold were part of 
$9 million in excess payments by 
taxpayers cited by the watchdog 
office.

This is the latest case in which 
the inspector general said Penta-
gon agencies allowed contractors 
to overcharge for parts. For de-
cades, the Defense Department 
has periodically been the subject 
of ridicule from lawmakers, and 
even late-night comedians, after 
reports of inflated prices for 
items such as a coffee pot and a 
toilet seat.

In the Bell case, the inspector 
general recommended that the 
Defense Logistics Agency seek to 
recoup the excess money and an-
alyze prices to ensure taxpayers 
aren’t further overcharged. Oth-
erwise, the excess payments may 
increase by an additional $2.6 
million under Bell’s noncompeti-
tive contract, the report found.

“The contracting officer did not 
sufficiently determine whether 
prices were fair and reasonable,” 
according to the July 3 report, 
signed by Jacqueline Wicecarver, 
assistant inspector general for 

acquisition. The report, obtained 
by Bloomberg News, was labeled 
“For Official Use Only.”

Bell Helicopter “does not agree 
with the findings or recommen-
dations,” Andy Woodward, a 
spokesman for the unit of Provi-
dence, Rhode Island-based Tex-
tron, said in a statement.

“Bell Helicopter has fully com-
plied with all applicable regula-
tions, and continues to adhere to 
its policy, which ensures that the 
U.S. Government consistently re-
ceives the best price on commer-
cial items acquired for its use,” he 
said.

The alleged overcharges were 
incurred on Bell’s 2012 sole- 
source, $128 million contract to 
support Navy and Marine Corps 
H-1 and Army OH-58 Kiowa he-
licopters. The contract is in place 
until February 2017.

“Prices were not sufficiently 
determined fair and reasonable 
because the contracting officer 
did not perform an adequate anal-
ysis when procuring sole-source” 
parts, accepting the company’s 
pricing “in a noncompetitive en-
vironment,” the inspector gener-
al’s report found.

The agency “potentially over-
paid Bell Helicopter Textron 
about $9 million out of $13.4 mil-
lion on 33 of 35 sole-source spare 
parts” reviewed, Wicecarver 
wrote.

Auditors for the inspector gen-
eral calculated the potential over-

payments based on cost data that 
Bell Helicopter provided under 
an administrative subpoena, ac-
cording to the report.

In response to the inspector 
general’s recommendation that 
the Defense Logistic Agency 
pursue options including a volun-
tary refund from Bell, Matthew 
Beebe, the agency’s director of 
acquisition, told auditors that 
“Bell has consistently refused to 
provide cost data for commercial 
parts” it sells the Pentagon.

Agency officials do “not believe 
they have the ability to obtain cost 
data,” the report said.

In June 2013, the Defense Lo-
gistics Agency asked Boeing Co., 
based on another audit, to refund 
$13.7 million for what it called ex-
cessive prices for spare parts, in-
cluding a $10 aluminum sleeve for 
which the Pentagon paid $2,286.

Chicago-based Boeing this year 
agreed to provide the agency with 
$3.2 million in parts to settle the 
case.

The Bell audit found that the 
Defense Department paid the 
company $2,355.85 for a round 
inner cap — an “inflated unit price 
that should have been $297.08.” 
In another case “Bell proposed 
and DLA accepted a unit price of 
$492.17” for a $51.67 pin.

Bell Helicopter also charged 
the agency $295.57 apiece for 
one-inch bushings the inspector 
general determined should have 
cost an average $25.72 each. 

 BY TONY CAPACCIO

 Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — The Navy’s 
$23 billion littoral combat ship 
is less able to survive an attack 
than other U.S. warships, accord-
ing to the Pentagon’s top weapons 
tester.

Revised standards adopted for 
the vessel intended to operate in 
shallow coastal waters “continue 
to accept the risk the crew would 
need to abandon ship under cir-
cumstances that would not neces-
sitate that action” on other vessels, 
Michael Gilmore, the Defense 
Department’s director of opera-
tional testing and evaluation, said 
in a letter to Sen. John McCain, 
R-Ariz.

Gilmore, rebutting the Navy’s 
contention that he’s misstating 
the ship’s requirements, said they 
are “significantly different” from 
those for other ships that may face 
enemy forces. His stance adds to 
previous questions about the fu-
ture of the vessel being built in 
two versions by Lockheed Martin 
and Austal.

Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel 
said in February that he was limit-
ing purchases to 32 vessels, instead 
of the 52 originally planned, until 
the Navy developed alternatives 
for a more survivable ship. He has 
called for a more “capable and le-
thal” option that could include an 
upgraded Littoral combat ship or 
a different design. Recommenda-
tions from defense contractors are 
due by the end of this month.

About $12 billion has been ap-
propriated by Congress so far for 
20 vessels.

In addition to $23 billion to 
build the ships, the Navy would 
spend $7.2 billion to buy mission 
modules that are supposed to be 
swapped out for mine-hunting, 
surface warfare and anti-subma-
rine missions.

Gilmore offered his observa-
tions about the littoral combat 
ship’s survivability in the June 26 
letter to McCain, who is critical of 
the program. The senator spon-
sored a provision in this year’s 
defense budget that mandated a 
Navy and test office report on the 
ship.

Gilmore also submitted a re-
port dated June 26 outlining the 

ship’s evolution and the status of
its warfighting equipment.

The letter to McCain was in-
tended to rebut material the Navy 
submitted to lawmakers on June 
6. It said Gilmore’s office “inac-
curately defines LCS capabili-
ties” and “mischaracterizes the
requirements to which LCS was
designed” and its capabilities.

The LCS, “for military and
survivability features, was con-
structed in accordance with Navy
specifications and standards com-
parable to all surface combat-
ants,” the service said.

Chief of Naval Operations Ad-
miral Jonathan Greenert said in a 
June 6 letter transmitting the ser-
vice’s congressionally mandated
report on the ship that its surviv-
ability depended on a “total-ship
concept.”

The design will allow the vessel
to “continue to perform its pri-
mary mission, exit the battle area
under its own power or conduct an 
orderly abandon ship,” depending
on circumstances, Greenert said.

“In short, LCS is a survivable 
ship,” Greenert wrote Rep. Rod-
ney Frelinghuysen, R-N.J., who
heads the House Appropriations 
defense subcommittee. “Speed, 
maneuverability and modern
weaponry aid LCS in avoiding a 
hit in the first place.”

“If hit, LCS was designed to
minimize vulnerability” and 
“with modern automated damage
control systems” it will be able
to “recover from causalities and
withdraw to fight again,” Green-
ert said.

The Navy also outlined the five-
year record of equipment failures 
for the USS Freedom built by 
Bethesda, Md.-based Lockheed
and the USS Independence built 
by Henderson, Australia- based 
Austal. It said the number of re-
ports for each ship “is on aver-
age consistent with other surface 
combatants in the fleet,” the Navy
said.

Gilmore wrote McCain that the
Freedom and Independence were
built to a standard for vessels such 
as patrol and logistics ships that
are “not expected to be survivable
in a hostile combat environment
and are not intended to be em-
ployed in a manner that puts them
in harm’s way.” 

AP

An OH-58 Kiowa helicopter takes off   near the Texarkana Regional Airport  in Arkansas  . 

Report: Pentagon paid 
$8,124 for a $445 part

 Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

 Littoral combat ships the USS Freedom , rear, and the USS 
Independence  maneuver  during an exercise off the coast of 
Southern California.  

Littoral ships’ survival 
capability questioned 



PAGE 4 • S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • Friday, July 11, 2014

BY ADAM L. MATHIS

Stars and Stripes

 RAF LAKENHEATH, Eng-
land — A doctor with the 48th 
Medical Group complained of 
“whining” patients. Doctors don’t 
communicate among themselves. 
Doctors are overly conservative 
in treating ailments.

Th ose are some of the com-
plaints patients made about their 
medical care at a Tuesday town 
hall meeting on RAF Laken-
heath, England. Officials hosted 
the meeting as part of a survey of 
seven military hospitals to gather 
data for Secretary of Defense 
Chuck Hagel’s 90-day review of 
the health care system. The 48th 
Medical Group is the only over-
seas facility in the survey.

Not all comments about the 
medical group, which oversees 
care for more than 35,000 pa-

tients in England and Norway, 
were negative. Some of the 50-
odd people who attended the 
meeting said they were happy 
with the timeliness of the care 
they received, the ease with 
which referrals could be gotten 
and the willingness of officials 
to explain prescribed treatment. 
The overall attitude during the 
meeting was mixed, some par-
ticipants told a Stars and Stripes 
reporter, who attended the town 
hall but was not permitted to re-
port during it.

Master Sgt. Chris Valgardson, 
with the 48th Communications 
Squadron, has received mixed 
quality of care from the medical 
group. When he first came to Lak-
enheath, he had “the best doctor 
in my life,” Valgardson said, but 
that  doctor changed stations. He 
said he then fell under the care of 
doctors who did not seem to care 

about his well-being. 
“They just didn’t care,” Val-

gardson told Stars and Stripes 
after the meeting. The attitude 
of the doctors was, ‘if it wasn’t 
bleeding, then you’re wasting my 
time.’ ”

But Valgardson said his care 
has improved and that his cur-
rent doctor now is pushing for 
him to get treatments for issues 

that were passed over during the 
period of what he described as 
poor care.

The other hospitals under re-
view are Madigan Army Medi-
cal Center  in Washington state; 
Naval Medical Center San Diego  
in California; U.S. Air Force 
Academy Cadet Clinic  in Colo-
rado; Winn Army Community 
Hospital  in Georgia; Fort Belvoir 
Community Hospital  in Virginia; 
and Naval Health Clinic Patux-
ent River  in Maryland. About 550 
people have attended the patient 
town hall meetings, according to 
 the Defense Department.

A request to speak to an offi-
cial from the medical group was 
declined by Lakenheath public 
affairs, which cited the ongoing 
review.

Officials with the militarywide 
health care review are not re-
leasing any information from the 

hospitals they have visited before
the 90-day deadline Hagel set at
the end of May, said Maj. James
Brindle, a Defense Department
spokesman who handles health
care matters. 

Hagel ordered the review to 
focus on access to care, quality
and safety, but information about 
how officials are assessing each
hospital in those areas was not
available. 

The visits to the seven hospi-
tals are scheduled to conclude 
this week after officials return to
Naval Medical Center San Diego 
on Friday for a second town hall 
meeting open to patients. No pa-
tients attended the first town 
hall meeting, a spokesman for 
the medical center said, noting a 
problem in publicizing the event.

mathis.adam@stripes.com
Twitter: @AMathisStripes

Lakenheath patients air concerns in survey

Col. Mary Martin takes over as 
commander of USAG Wiesbaden

BY ERIC A. BROWN

Stars and Stripes

 WIESBADEN, Germany 
— The reins of U.S. Army Gar-
rison Wiesbaden changed hands 
Thursday in a ceremony held at 
 Clay Kaserne.

Col. Mary L. Martin, who 
previously served as the deputy 
director of Technology and Busi-
ness Architecture Integration 
with the Army G1 in Washington , 
assumed command of the U.S. 
Army Garrison Wiesbaden from 
Col. David H. Carstens.

Kathleen Marin, European 
 regional  director of Installation 
Management Command and pre-
siding official of the ceremony, 
spoke of Wiesbaden Army Air-
field’s rich history and its involve-
ment in the Berlin Airlift 66 years 
ago, when Germany’s future was 
threatened by the spread of com-
munist oppression.

“Yet here we are today in a uni-
fied Germany, a prosperous Wi-
esbaden, and a thriving military 
community made possible by a 
firm commitment to German-
American cooperation,” Marin 
said.

Carstens oversaw exponential 
growth  since taking command of 
the garrison in January 2012. The 
transformation included the com-
pletion of U.S. Army in Europe’s 
move from Heidelberg and into 
its 285,000-square-foot Mission 
Command Center, and the adja-
cent $125 million consolidated 
intelligence center,  scheduled to 
open in early 2016.

“Most important, Dave focused 
on serving people,” Martin said.  
“People turn housing units into 
homes and communities; people 
turn classrooms into places of in-
spiration; people help turn a move 
to Germany into an opportunity.”

  In his post-command speech, 
Carstens cited a lengthy list of 
garrison accomplishments, but 

underscored the fact that Wies-
baden is his home  not because of 
the infrastructure, but because of 
the people he worked alongside 
and enjoyed relationships with.  

“I could think of no better place 
I’d rather serve and raise my fam-

ily,” he said. 
Carstens, who will remain 

in Wiesbaden, will serve as the 
U.S. Army in Europe inspector 
general.

Martin, who is no stranger to 
Germany, served in Wiesbaden 
as the deputy personnel strength 
manager for the 1st Armored Di-
vision in 2006-09. 

 “I’m happy to be back in Wies-
baden,” Martin said in her wel-
come speech before attempting 
the same in German.

“That’s my last Deutsch for this 
briefing,” Martin joked.
brown.eric@stripes.com

EUROPE

PHOTOS BY ERIC A. BROWN/Stars and Stripes

Col. Mary L. Martin salutes  after assuming command of U.S. Army 
Garrison Wiesbaden  on Thursday  at Clay Kaserne.  

Col. David H. Carstens embraces 
his wife, Aida, on Thursday after 
relinquishing command of  U.S. 
Army Garrison Wiesbaden .

‘ They just didn’t 
care. The attitude of 
the doctors was, ‘If 
it wasn’t bleeding, 
then you’re wasting 
my time.’ ’

Master Sgt. Chris Valgardson
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Jurors hear sniper say 
Ventura’s name deleted 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — A  military
sniper whose memoir sparked a
lawsuit from former Minnesota
Gov. Jesse Ventura admitted be-
fore his death that he removed 
Ventura’s name from the book
because he was afraid of being 
sued, jurors in Ventura’s defama-
tion lawsuit heard Wednesday.

Ventura claims “American 
Sniper” author Chris Kyle, a
former Navy SEAL who was fa-
tally shot last year at a Texas
gun range, invented a story in his
best-selling autobiography about
decking Ventura outside a Cali-
fornia bar in 2006. Kyle had said
Ventura made loud disparaging
comments about SEALs while
Kyle was attending a wake for a 
fellow SEAL killed in battle.

Kyle gave a video deposition in 
November 2012 that jurors saw
Wednesday. Near the start, Kyle
told Ventura’s attorney, David 
Bradley Olson, that he wasn’t con-
cerned about the lawsuit. Asked
why, he replied, “You can’t defeat
the truth.”

But later on Kyle, who’s regard-
ed as the deadliest sniper in U.S.
military history, acknowledged
he was indeed afraid of being
sued. He said his co-authors, Jim 
DeFelice and Scott McEwen, in-
cluded Ventura’s name in early 
drafts of the subchapter on the
alleged incident — even calling
him Jesse “The Body” Ventura, 
his name from his pro wrestling 
days .

He said it took some work to
persuade them that Ventura’s
name should come out. The three-
page passage ultimately referred
to Ventura as “Scruff Face.”  
From The Associated Press

MILITARY

Digital streaming 
better for Navy 
bases in Japan

 This screengrab 
shows NFL-owned 
GamePass after 
being redirected 
from the NFL’s 
U.S.-based 
GameRewind at 
the fleet recreation 
center food court 
on Yokosuka Naval 
Base, Japan , last 
month. Because 
of the process 
requiring each 
 site to authorize 
permission to have 
the geographic 
restrictions 
removed, sites 
like GameRewind 
may redirect 
overseas users to 
more expensive 
subscriptions.

BY JAMES KIMBER

Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Geographic restrictions 
have kept many servicemembers 
from using the Internet to watch 
their favorite TV shows while 
posted overseas. The commander 
of Naval Forces Japan decided to 
change that for sailors posted in 
the country, seeing it as a grow-
ing quality-of-life issue.

Following Misawa Air Base’s 
lead , all Navy bases and base 
housing communities under the 
CNFJ umbrella — including Navy 
bases in Yokosuka, Atsugi, Sase-
bo, Okinawa and Diego Garcia 
— are no longer subject to such 
restrictions from digital stream-
ing companies.

“Unblocking” such sites, as it’s 
commonly called, allows overseas 
servicemembers and their fami-
lies to access U.S.-based stream-
ing content without paying for a 
Virtual Private Network  or a Do-
main Name Service  proxy.

Rear Adm. Terry Kraft recog-
nized how wider Internet access 
has become a major issue for 
today’s servicemembers. AFN’s 
TV offerings have expanded in 
recent years but still are just a 
fraction of what anyone in the 
U.S. can access.

“It’s important to deliver the 
best of the Internet to our sail-
ors,” Kraft  said. “When you come 
to Japan, we want our sailors to 
have a consistent experience as 
they have in the US.”

After Misawa’s successful con-
version, CNFJ formed a focus 
group — called the Stream Team 
— to ask the community about the 
base’s Internet services. Based 
on the initial feedback, more and 
more sailors and their families 
get their entertainment, commu-
nicate with loved ones and receive 
education online, which is what 
led Kraft to ask his Stream Team 
to have the restrictions lifted at 
all of his bases.

“We’re not stopping at lifting 
geographic restrictions; we also 
want to look into how we’re deliv-
ering Internet on our bases,” Kraft 
said. “We’re looking at where are 
we establishing Wi-Fi hot spots , 
is it consistent from base to base, 
are sailors getting the bandwidth 
they require, whether it’s in a 
public spot or through a private 
connection.”

Having geographic restrictions 
lifted alleviates the need for base 
residents to subscribe to VPN 
services or download browser 
extensions, which can open up 
users’ computers to adware and 
data collection. Aside from sav-
ing a few dollars and increasing 
security, this also frees up net-
work bandwidth and maximizes 
the full speed for which they are 
paying.

Petty Officer 1st Class De-
Shawn Oliver, a customer of the 
Navy Exchange-contracted In-
ternet service provider Ameri-
cable, says his family loves being 
able to easily access digital media 
in their Yokosuka home.

“I watch Netflix at home and on 
iPad, Xbox, whatever I’m using,” 
Oliver said. “It’s still kinda slow, 
so I’d like to see stronger Inter-
net. They should really boost the 
speed.”

Word of the lifted geographic 
restrictions hasn’t quite made its 
way around Yokosuka, though. 
Seaman Thomas Taylor, who 
learned of it early last week, 
hoped his gadgets would work 
just as they did in the States.

“I’ve had a Netflix account for 
years but I haven’t been able to 
use it since I’ve been out here,” 
said Taylor, an avid gamer who 
uses his Internet access to down-
load updates and stream enter-
tainment. “This would be great 
for me because I live on base. I’m 
going to try it when I get home 
today.”

The unblocking benefits only 
base residents. Those who live 
off base still fall under the digital 
rights agreements between each 
company and the government of 
Japan. Additionally, anyone who 
lives on base and uses an alter-
native Internet technology like 
WiMAX instead of an Exchange-
contracted Internet service pro-
vider or a public hot spot on base 
would not be able to log in directly 
to Netflix without extra effort.

Airman 1st Class Zachary 
Garten — from the 374th Main-
tenance Squadron at Yokota Air 
Base, where the geographic re-
strictions remain — will stick to 
his WiMAX service. Garten is 
a heavy Internet user, saying he 
could use 100 gigabytes of data in 
a week, which would put him on 
pace to exceed the monthly band-
width cap set by the Exchange 
contracted Internet service pro-
vider four to five times over.  He 
said unlimited data is his single 
most important usage need .

According to Garten, his 
WiMAX provider has speeds 
comparable to the Internet ser-
vice contracted through his local 
Exchange, Allied Telesis, but is 
significantly cheaper and pro-
vides unlimited bandwidth.

Tech Sgt. David Schnabel, of 
the 730th Air Mobility Squadron 
in Yokota, would also like to see 
unlimited data usage at a com-
petitive price. “Better still if they 
offered Internet service compa-
rable to what the local nationals 
have just over the fence,” he said.

Servicemembers who live off 
base and their Japanese neigh-
bors typically have Internet 
speeds that are three to five times 
as fast with unlimited bandwidth 
for about half the price.

“I understand Allied Telesis is 
contracted and on-base utilities 
are not easily changed, but at the 
end of the day I don’t care about 
contractual obligations,” Schna-
bel said.

According to Julie Mitchell, a 
spokeswoman  for the Army and 
Air Force Exchange Service, the 
bandwidth caps are necessary to 
“ensure all customers receive the 
same high-quality level of service 
and affect only a small percent-
age of customers.”

Exchange-contracted telecom-
munications companies, like 

Allied Telesis, provide U.S tele-
vision, telephone and Internet 
services in Japan with the conve-
nience of native English-speaking 
customer service, contract-free 
service and multiple payment 
options, many conveniences not 
offered by their off-base counter-
parts. Additionally, the Exchange 
is looking to improve Internet 
service, but neither AAFES nor 
Allied Telesis could elaborate.

Stars and Stripes reporter Trevor 
Andersen contributed to this report.
kimber.james@stripes.com
Twitter: @james_kimber
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BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

 NAVAL SUBMARINE BASE 
KINGS BAY, Ga. — Secretary 
of Defense Chuck Hagel prom-
ised Wednesday that more money 
and attention will be paid to the 
Navy’s nuclear submarine force 
to correct for recent “drift” in the 
mission.

“I think over the years we’ve 
let our focus on the nuclear de-
terrence aspect of our national 
security drift a little,” Hagel 
told sailors, Marines and Coast-
guardsmen at a town hall meet-
ing here.

“That’s somewhat understand-
able when we understand that for 
13 years, this country has been 
at war in long, large land-mass 
wars. And because of that, prior-
ity has been put on those wars [in]  
funding, leadership, attention. So 
we need to get back and pay atten-
tion here and prioritize the impor-
tance of the nuclear enterprise.”

Kings Bay, the Navy’s main 
ballistic missile submarine base 
on the East Coast, is home to six 
Ohio-class SSBNs, also known as 
boomers, each capable of launch-
ing 192 nuclear warheads.

Defense Department plans 
call for replacing all 14 boomers 
across the fleet with 12 modern 
vessels in the coming decades. 
Design work for the so-called 
Ohio Replacement is scheduled 
to begin in fiscal 2017. Construc-
tion of the first Ohio Replacement 
boat is scheduled for 2021, with 
a planned first patrol to start in 
2031, according to the U.S. Naval 
Institute website.

“We have every commitment 

to the projections to bring on that 
new class of submarines. We need 
a new generation of Ohio-class 
submarines, and we’re going to 
prioritize that” in the budget, 
Hagel said.

The Ohio Replacement will be 
expensive, however, with the first 
boat costing an estimated $12.4 
billion, according to the DOD. 
And officials have cast doubt on 
whether the Navy would be able 
to fully execute its shipbuilding 
plan if sequestration budget cuts 
are not lifted by Congress in the 
coming years.

Hagel acknowledged the budget 
problems but insisted that Penta-
gon leaders “are continuing to be 
committed to a new generation of 
Ohio-class submarines.”

Hagel said two separate re-
views of the overall nuclear force 
— one internal and one conduct-
ed by outside experts — have 
been completed. He ordered the 
reviews earlier this year in the 
wake of cheating, drug and poor 
performance scandals involving 
Air Force personnel who were 
part of the nuclear enterprise.

The nuclear arm of the Navy 
had its own cheating scandal 
shortly afterward when answers 
to a written qualification propul-
sion exam were allegedly shared 
among some instructors at the 
Naval Nuclear Power Training 
Command near Charleston, S.C. 
The staff members accused of 
cheating were required to pass 
the test in order to qualify to in-
struct students on the training 
reactors.

The recently completed re-
views focused mainly on man-
agement and personnel problems 

within the nuclear force.
“I’ve been briefed on the re-

views. I’m in the process now 
working with our leaders to de-
cide which recommendations 
we’re going to go forward with 
[to] strengthen the health of the 
nuclear workforce, strengthen 
the nuclear enterprise, [and] as-
sure all of you that you’re going to 
have the resources you need to do 
your job,” Hagel told the troops.

The Pentagon chief later de-
clined to discuss any of the find-
ings or recommendations with 
reporters, saying decisions will 
be announced in the coming 
weeks.

Hagel also emphasized another 
important change within the nu-
clear enterprise: the integration 
of women into the Navy’s subma-
rine force.

The Navy began integrating 
submarine crews in 2011 after 
the Navy officially changed the 
policy that had prohibited women 
from serving aboard submarines. 
More than 60 female officers now 
serve aboard 14 crews across the 
submarine community. Current-
ly, women serve only aboard bal-
listic missile and guided missile 
submarines .

While touring the USS Ten-
nessee at Kings Bay, Hagel held 
a roundtable discussion with 
14 of them to talk about their 
experiences.

“The Navy has really broken 
through on so much of this,” 
Hagel said afterward.

Thus far,  female officers have 
been restricted to serving aboard 
Ohio-class submarines, and there 
are no enlisted sailors on any of 

the underwater vessels. Accord-
ing to the Navy, plans call for 
female officers to start integrat-
ing into the Virginia-class attack 
submarine fleet in October, and 

enlisted women will be allowed to
serve on submarines beginning 
in 2016.
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

REX NELSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

 Secretary of Defense  Chuck Hagel  speaks with Cmdr. Christopher 
Bohner, commanding officer of the Gold crew of the ballistic missile 
submarine USS Tennessee , during a tour  at Naval Submarine Base 
Kings Bay, Ga.   

Hagel promises to focus 
on help for Navy sub force

FROM FRONT PAGE

A bill set to be unveiled by Miller and 
Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of Ameri-
can would require:

� Review of discharges for PTSD and 
traumatic brain injury. 

� Mental health services in VA networks 
to be listed on centralized websites.

� New efforts to recruit VA 
psychiatrists.

� Annual outside reviews of men-
tal health care and suicide prevention 
programs.

� A Government Accountability Office 
report on the transition of care for PTSD 
and TBI between active service and the 
VA.

The proposal comes on the heels of a 
major reform effort underway in Congress 
that has been spearheaded by Miller and 
Sens. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., and John Mc-
Cain, R-Ariz. So far, it is aimed at expand-
ing access to general care, but progress 
has been held up by concerns over an esti-
mated $50 billion annual price tag.

The stories of suicides that could have 
been averted with better care are part of 
the “horrible human costs of VA dysfunc-

tion,” said Miller, whose committee has 
also held hearings on patient scheduling 
abuses and widespread department em-
ployee bonuses despite access problems 
throughout the health care system.

Somers, an Army sergeant who did four 
combat tours as a Humvee turret gunner, 
once went to a VA hospital emergency room 
in Phoenix in the grip of a panic attack and 
was coldly turned away, Howard Somers 
testified during the committee probe into 
department suicide prevention.

“The fact is he went into the corner, he 
laid down on the floor and he was crying. 
There was no effort made to see if he could 
be admitted to another facility,” Somers 
said. “He was told, ‘You can stay there and 
when you feel better, you can drive your-
self home.’ ”

A series of similar experiences just be-
came too overwhelming and finally led 
Daniel Somers to collapse “under the 
weight of his own despair,” his parents 
said.

Suicide has become an epidemic among 
those who served in Iraq and Afghanistan 
— an estimated 22 commit suicide each 
day — but the testimony before the House 

pointed to a mental health treatment sys-
tem that has some of the same general 
treatment problems uncovered in the past 
two months at hundreds of VA hospital and 
clinics across the country.

Tens of thousands of veterans at more 
than 700 facilities in the United States wait 
months for care and VA staff often ma-
nipulated records to cover up the delayed 
treatment, a series of audits have shown.

Veterans with post-traumatic stress dis-
order often wait until a crisis point just to 
approach VA hospitals in hopes of eventu-
ally getting treatment, said Josh Renschler, 
an Army infantry sergeant who was medi-
cally retired after suffering from a mortar 
blast in Iraq.

Those lucky enough to get an initial ap-
pointment within a couple of weeks are 
often then scheduled for another assess-
ment — a de facto “second intake process” 
— that can require months more waiting, 
said Renschler, who now works with a non-
profit group in Washington state that as-
sists servicemembers and veterans.

Once veterans do get into the VA health 
care and suicide prevention system, they 
are passed from office to office for dis-

jointed treatment that is frustrating and
inefficient at judging the full scope of a
patient’s mental health problems, he said
during testimony.

“No one’s getting the full picture, so it’s
likely that nobody is going to see that my 
life is spinning out of control,” Renschler
said.

At a Washington state VA facility, the
department tried an interdisciplinary ap-
proach as part of a pilot program, he said.
The program brought together a spectrum
of VA mental health providers into a shared
office and brought down waits for care, but
it was discontinued due to high costs and a
lack of funding.

Rep. Beto O’Rourke, D-Texas, who sits
on the committee, said he wanted to re-ex-
amine the approach as a potential solution
to problems with suicide prevention.

The tragic stories of suicide victims
should be a powerful incentive to push 
through some type of reform, O’Rourke
said.

“I hope it will force us and this adminis-
tration and this country to treat this issue
with the respect that it deserves” he said.

tritten.travis@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten

Suicide: Families testify of VA system failures before loved ones took lives
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Tricare to restore coverage for genetic tests
 BY TOM PHILPOTT

The Defense Health Agency, 
relying on medical laboratory 
experts and existing authority 
to conduct medical “demonstra-
tions,” will restore Tricare cover-
age this month for up to 40 genetic 
tests used in patient care.

Many of the  laboratory-
 developed tests — also called 
molecular pathology tests — are 
viewed as medically necessary. 
But Tricare had stopped reim-
bursing for more than 100 such 
tests in January 2013, believing it 
lacked authority to pay for them 
when such tests are ordered by 
civilian physicians delivering 
care through Tricare provider 
networks

Military treatment facilities 
have continued to order and pay 
for such tests routinely, which 
created a  disparity of coverage 
between military direct care and 
purchased-care contracts. Senior 
DHA officials acknowledged the 
coverage gap last February and 
vowed to close it.

The first step to do so will occur 
July 18 when 30 to 40 genetic 
tests, those “most commonly per-
formed” across U.S. medicine, 
will become reimbursable again 
under Tricare as part of a three-
year medical demonstration proj-
ect, said Army Maj. Gen. Richard 
W. Thomas, chief medical officer 

and director of health care opera-
tions for the DHA.

Among genetic tests to be re-
stored to Tricare coverage is one 
that determines if a woman who 
is pregnant, or desires to become 
pregnant, carries a genetic mark-
er for cystic fibrosis. That marker 
would indicate increased risk that 
a newborn would have CF.

Tricare stopped paying for 
this and many more laboratory-
 developed tests, or LDTs, after the 
American Medical Association 
changed its procedural codes for 
such lab work and clarified that 
the  tests are “medical devices.”

Tricare, in turn, concluded that 
under current support contracts, 
it cannot pay for medical devices 
if not certified as safe and ef-
fective by the Federal Drug Ad-
ministration. Because the FDA 
doesn’t review or approve genetic 
tests, Tricare officials decided 
they had to stop coverage. 

Civilian physicians continued 
to order such tests, but after De-
cember 2012, Tricare quietly 
began denying payments. For a 
time, many affected laboratories 
absorbed the costs. But for some 
of the more costly tests ordered, 
Tricare patients began receiving 
unexpected bills.

In a phone interview, Thomas 
said that the DHA earlier this year 
formed its own panel of experts, 

the Joint Lab Working Group, 
and began conducting a review of 
safety and effectiveness of genetic 
tests. It used forensic science and 
other criteria to screen LDTs. One 
factor was whether major health 
insurance companies covered the 
tests, Thomas said.

Restored Tricare coverage for 
up to 40 LDTs will occur under 
what DHA calls its Non-FDA-Ap-
proved Laboratory Test Demon-
stration Project, described in the 
June 18 Federal Register. A full 
list of genetic test s to be approved 
for Tricare hasn’t been released. 

Coverage will be retroactive to 
Jan. 1, 2013, so laboratories and 
patients will be able to apply for 
reimbursement   for newly  cleared 
tests that they had paid for back to 
that date, Thomas said. The DHA 
already has reimbursed affected 
laboratories $3.5 million, mostly 
for prenatal CF testing the  past 
18 months.

During the demonstration, the 
DHA would like to see Congress 
pass legislation to give it perma-
nent genetic test review authority. 

The Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee’s version of the fiscal 2015 
defense authorization bill con-
tains such language, so it could be 
enacted into law by year’s end.

Besides closing its coverage 
gap, the DHA plans to use the 
demonstration to better manage 
for military medicine the recent 
“explosion” in genetic testing, 
Thomas said. It will seek to hold 
down costs by using military labs 
with genetic testing capability 
when possible. Such labs now op-
erate at military medical centers 
in Texas, Mississippi and Wash-
ington state .

The DHA also wants to impose 
more “discipline and clarity” on 
use of such testing, whether by 
military health care providers or 
network civilian doctors.

“We’ve got to be flexible enough 
in our system that we can address 
these tests and certainly offer 
them, as appropriate, if they have 
proven clinical merit, are effica-
cious and safe,” Thomas said.

Prenatal cystic fibrosis testing 
is a good example. For now, DHA 
will extend coverage, acknowl-
edging that such tests are recom-
mended by the American College 
of Obstetricians and Gynecolo-
gists). During the demonstration, 
military patient outcomes will be 
studied to determine if CF testing 
provides real medical benefits or 

simply adds to the cost of care.
DHA officials had argued ear-

lier this year that awareness that
a fetus is at higher risk of cystic
fibrosis usually has no impact on 
management of labor, delivery or
neonatal care. Also, they noted
that at birth infants are tested for 
a host of health conditions imme-
diately, including  CF.

Thomas described guidelines 
from the ACOG as “deliberately
opaque” on the benefits of pre-
natal CF screening. Yet because
the ACOG strongly recommends
such screening, CF tests have
become a “standard of practice” 
though not yet “a standard of
care,” Thomas said. 

Karen Ruedisueli, a health care
advocate for the National Mili-
tary Family Association, said the
group is pleased to see Tricare
restore coverage  for some genetic
tests, particularly prenatal cystic
fibrosis screening, which rep-
resents the “bulk of genetic test 
denials” by Tricare since early
2013.

But the NMFA, wants to learn
why the DHA panel did not clear
for restored Tricare coverage
more than 60 other genetic tests, 
she said. 
 Send comments to Military Update, P.O. 
Box 231111, Centreville, VA, 20120, email 
milupdate@aol.com or twitter: Tom 
Philpott @Military_Update.

MILITARY
 UPDATE
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 BY KEN DILANIAN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — When Gen. 
John Campbell, the Army’s vice 
chief of staff, appeared last year 
at a budget hearing on Capitol 
Hill, he cited his son’s experi-
ences as a soldier in Afghanistan 
to answer a senator’s tough ques-
tions about a troubled intelligence 
technology system.

This week, after an inquiry by 
The Associated Press, the Army 
acknowledged that Campbell mis-
spoke about his son’s unit, omit-
ting some key facts as he sought 
to defend a $4 billion system that 
critics say has not worked as 
promised.

As the pick to lead U.S. forces in 
Afghanistan, pending confirma-
tion, Campbell  may get another 
chance to discuss the Distributed 
Common Ground System, known 
as DCGS-A. The network of 
crash-prone software, sensors 
and databases was supposed to 
allow troops to process and inte-
grate intelligence from a variety 
of sources, from electronic inter-
cepts to overhead imagery to spy 
reports.

The need is greater than ever, 
since gathering and making 
sense of intelligence in Afghani-
stan will remain a priority even 
as U.S. troops draw down.

Army leaders, including Camp-
bell and his boss, Army Chief of 
Staff Gen. Ray Odierno, have 
circled their wagons around the 
DCGS-A despite a series of in-
dependent government reports 
that have pointed to significant 
weaknesses.

When Rep. Duncan Hunter, 
R-Calif., a member of the House 
Armed Services Committee, vis-
ited troops in eastern Afghani-
stan last year, “DSGS was shut 
down in the corner, piled with 
books and papers,” he said.

Equally troubling to critics is 
how the Army has made it dif-
ficult for commanders to use an 
off-the-shelf commercial product 
that soldiers say is more workable 
and user-friendly than the DCGS-
A, even though the commercial 
system has been embraced by the 
Marines, special operations forc-
es, the CIA and other government 
agencies.

“DCGS folks promised a solu-
tion three years ago, and they 

have yet to deliver,” said Col. 
Peter Newell, who retired last 
year after heading the Army’s 
Rapid Equipping Force.

Army officials acknowledge 
problems with the DCGS-A. In a 
statement, spokesman Matthew 
Bourke said the Army is working 
to improve the system in its next 
generation, which is being put out 
for bids next year.

The DCGS-A was  developed a 
decade ago, but the spotlight on 
its shortcomings grew brighter 
in 2010, when Lt. Gen. Michael 
Flynn, then the top military in-
telligence officer in Afghanistan, 
said in a memo that “intelligence 
analysts in theater currently do 
not have the tools required to 
fully analyze the tremendous 
amounts of information currently 
available.” Flynn made an urgent 
request for a “theater-wide, Web-
based analytical platform” that 
sounded a lot like a product of-
fered by a Silicon Valley startup 
called Palantir, which grew out of 
antifraud technology developed 
by PayPal and was valued in De-
cember at $9 billion.

Yet over the last four years, re-
cords show, Army leaders have 

made it difficult for some com-
manders to purchase Palantir.

Army units that have managed 
to obtain Palantir report that it 
has saved lives in Afghanistan by 
helping to map insurgent activity 
and bomb networks in ways the 
Army system could not. It is also 
far cheaper. A 2013 Government 
Accountability Office report es-
timated that the Pentagon had 
spent about $35 million in recent 
years to equip the Marines and 
some Army units with Palantir, 
compared with $4 billion for the 
DCGS-A.

Palantir can merge disparate 
data sets — cellphone calls, fin-
gerprint and DNA records, pho-
tos, bomb incident reports — and 
array them on a map in seconds. 
The DCGS-A’s workstations em-
ploy a mapping program that is 
much more difficult to master, 
in a system that does not allow 
seamless data fusion. When sol-
diers update a file in Palantir, 
that file becomes visible to every 
Army Palantir user, which often 
is not the case across the DCGS-A 
network.

Last April, Sen. Claire Mc-
Caskill, D-Mo., confronted 

Campbell with the DCGS-A’s lit-
any of troubles, including that the
Army’s testing lab in 2012 found
the system “not operationally ef-
fective, not operationally suitable
and not survivable.”

Campbell said Palantir does
only a small portion of what
the DCGS-A is supposed to do,
though he acknowledged that it is 
easier to work with. The Army’s
system, he said, “saves lives” and
has access to more intelligence
than Palantir’s software does.

He added: “My son is a soldier 
in the 82nd. He’s a specialist. He
deployed to Afghanistan.” Camp-
bell said his son was in “one of the 
units that asked for DCGS — or
his brigade did, not himself.”

Emails obtained by the AP show,
however, that the younger Camp-
bell’s unit — the 82nd Airborne
Division’s 1st Brigade Combat
Team — found the Army system
inadequate and requested Palantir 
after six men died in two roadside
bombs in April and May 2012.

 In a statement, the Army
said Campbell “misspoke,” and
meant to say that his son’s unit
had requested Palantir, not the
DCGS-A. 

BY CHRIS CARROLL

Stars and Stripes 

 WASHINGTON — Senators 
on Thursday pressed nominees 
to top military posts on how to 
avoid a repeat of the recent Iraq  
debacle — where a U.S.-trained 
military collapsed in the face of a 
smaller insurgent force — in Af-
ghanistan as the war there draws 
to a close.

Army Gen. John Campbell, 
who likely will become the final 
commander of U.S. and NATO 
combat troops in Afghanistan, 
and Army Lt. Gen. Joseph L. 
Votel, tapped to run U.S. Special 
Operations Command, both said 
Afghan forces were gaining capa-
bility. That could be seen in their 
effective security operations dur-
ing Afghan presidential voting 
earlier this year, Campbell said.

But both promised senators 
they’d speak up if President 
Barack Obama administration’s 
time lines for removal of U.S. 
troops from the country prove 
unworkable.

Obama announced earlier this 
year plans to maintain a force of 
fewer than 10,000 U.S. troops in 
Afghanistan after the official end 
of combat operations in Decem-
ber. By the end of 2016, the only 
remaining troops would be those 
manning the U.S.  Embassy in 
Kabul.

 Angus King, an independent 
senator from Maine, questioned 
how the Obama administration 
can be sure that  Afghan forces 
will be ready.

“It strikes me that rather than 
an arbitrary date for leaving Af-
ghanistan, it should be based on 
conditions on the field,” King 
said.

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
said both of Afghanistan’s leading 
presidential candidates have told 
him they’re worried about basing 
troop levels on dates rather than 
conditions.

McCain said  Afghan forces are 
unlikely to gain necessary capa-
bilities in the areas of logistics, 
intelligence and aviation by 2017. 
Inadequate support, he suggest-
ed, could lead to an Iraqi-style 
collapse, where the Sunni insur-
gents last month sent the Iraqi 

army scurrying across broad sec-
tions of Iraq.

“One would hope the president 
of the United States would look at 
the nightmare in Iraq today and 
the ability that we could have had 
to provide some stability there, 
and perhaps re-evaluate his de-
cision [in Afghanistan] — not for 
American combat troops but for 
the much-needed capabilities of 
support and counterterrorism 
that we can provide, which they 
simply do not have,” he said.

Campbell said counterterror-
ism operations in Afghanistan 
were critical.

“I believe the CT piece, if you 
want to just boil it down to sim-
plistic terms, is it protects the 
homeland,” he said.

Sen. Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H., ques-
tioned how the Obama adminis-
tration could announce plans for 
a normal embassy military pres-
ence of perhaps 1,000 troops if 
counterterrorism is crucial.

“How do we do that based on a 

Kabul operation only, and how do
we do that with 1,000 people, and 
which part of that 1,000 people
will fulfil the important mission 
to protect the homeland?” she
said.

Campbell and Votel responded
that military leaders would have
to assess the situation as it devel-
ops in coming years, and poten-
tially make recommendations on
modified force levels later.

“I don’t think I can answer 
that question accurately right
now,” Votel said. “I think it re-
ally depends on the situation as it
evolves.”

Campbell praised the overall 
progress of Afghan forces, and
said the contenders to be the next
Afghan president are eager to
work with the United States.

“Everything I see, sir, is good
news,” he said of the developing
political situation in Afghanistan,
in answer to a question from Sen.
Saxby Chambliss, R-Ga. “I’m 
looking forward to getting over
there, and I think we’re on a posi-
tive path right now.”

Senators also questioned Adm.
William E. Gortney, nominated
to command U.S. Northern Com-
mand and the North American 
Aerospace Defense Command,
on topics including missile de-
fense and cyberwar.

“I think the greatest threat
that we have is the cyberthreat,
to our critical infrastructure, to
our power grid, to our banking 
system,” Gortney said. “And the
job at NORTHCOM is to handle
the physical consequences of that 
particular threat.”
carroll.chris@Stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

Army brass defend troubled intel system

Pick to lead mission encouraged by Afghan troops

JOE GROMELSKI/Stars and Stripes 

From left, Adm. William E. Gortney, Gen. John Campbell and Lt. Gen. Joseph L. Votel  listen during their 
Senate Armed Services Committee confirmation hearing  Thursday in Washington .
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In IRS email affair, lawyer revises remarks
 BY JOSH HICKS

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Lois Lern-
er’s attorney on Wednesday re-
vised recent comments he made 
suggesting that his client, the for-
mer Internal Revenue Service of-
ficial at the center of the agency’s 
targeting controversy, did not 
save any of her emails, a fact that 
would put her in violation of fed-
eral record-keeping laws.

The Federal Records Act re-
quires the preservation of official 
emails. IRS Commissioner John 
Koskinen testified last month 
before the House Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee 
that IRS officials generally print 
hard copies of important messag-

es, for lack of a better system.
Koskinen indicated that Lerner 

followed agency protocol, saying, 
“She had hard-copy records.”

A Politico article last month 
quoted Lerner’s attorney, William 
Taylor, saying the former official 
didn’t print emails because she 
didn’t know she had to do so.

“If somebody is supposed to 
keep archived copies, that’s the 
IT department’s or her staff’s re-
sponsibility,” Taylor told Politico. 
“If she didn’t [print] something, it 
wasn’t because she tried to con-
ceal anything.”

Taylor said in a statement 
Wednesday that the remarks are 
“not entirely accurate, probably 
due to a misunderstanding.”

He told The Washington Post, 
however, that he was not misquot-
ed in the report.

Instead, Taylor said he meant 
to indicate that Lerner printed out 
some, but not all, of her emails. 
“During [Lerner’s] tenure as di-
rector of Exempt Organizations, 
she did print out some emails, al-
though not every one of the thou-
sands she sent and received,” he 
said in his statement.

Politico on Wednesday pub-
lished an email that Taylor sent 
to the news organization before 
it published his comments last 
month. “Did she print out official 
records and file them?” Taylor 
asked. “Answer. No, and she did 
not think it was required.” 

NATION

Commanders suggest a 2nd 
group in Benghazi attacks

 BY DONNA CASSATA 
AND BRADLEY KLAPPER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Newly re-
vealed testimony from top mili-
tary commanders involved in the 
U.S. response to the Benghazi at-
tacks suggests that the perpetra-
tors of a second, dawn assault on 
a CIA complex probably were dif-
ferent from those who penetrated 
the U.S. diplomatic mission the 
evening before and set it ablaze, 
killing Ambassador Chris Ste-
vens and another American.

The second attack, which killed 
two security contractors, showed 
clear military training, retired 
Gen. Carter Ham told Congress 
in closed-door testimony re-
leased late Wednesday. It prob-
ably was the work of a new team 
of militants, seizing on reports of 
violence at the diplomatic mission 
the night before and hitting the 
Americans while they were most 
vulnerable.

The testimony, which The As-
sociated Press was able to read 

ahead of its release, could clarify 
for the first time the Sept. 11, 
2012, events that have stirred 
bitter recriminations in the U.S., 
including Republican-led con-
gressional investigations and 
campaign- season denunciations 
of the Obama administration, 
which made initially inaccurate 
statements about the attacks. The 
testimony underscores a key de-
tail that sometimes has been lost 
in the debate: that the attacks 
were two distinct events over two 
days on two different buildings, 
perhaps by unrelated groups.

The U.S. government still has 
not fully characterized the first 
attack in which, according to 
Ham and eight other military of-
ficers, men who seemed familiar 
with the lightly protected diplo-
matic compound breached it and 
set it on fire, killing Stevens and 
communications specialist Sean 
Smith. A disorganized mob of 
looters then overran the facility.

In testimony to two House pan-
els earlier this year, the officers 

said that commanders didn’t have 
the information they needed to 
understand the nature of the at-
tack, that they were unaware of 
the extent of the U.S. presence 
in Benghazi at the time and they 
were convinced erroneously for a 
time that they were facing a hos-
tage crisis without the ability to 
move military assets into place 
that would be of any use.

The testimony reveals how 
little information the military 
had on which to base an urgent 
response.

Two House panels — the 
Armed Services and Oversight 
and Government Reform com-
mittees — conducted interviews 
with the nine officers on separate 
days from January to April.

Four Americans died in Beng-
hazi, including Stevens. To this 
day, despite the investigations, it’s 
not clear if the violence resulted 
from a well-planned, multiphase 
military-type assault or from 
a loosely connected, escalating 
chain of events. 

Obama seeking 
to shift debate 
on border crisis

 BY JULIE PACE

The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas  — President 
Barack Obama was putting pres-
sure on Republicans to help solve 
America’s worsening immigra-
tion crisis, looking to shift the po-
litical debate after coming under 
attack for visiting the border dur-
ing a trip to Texas.

Obama turned to one of his chief 
critics, Texas Gov. Rick Perry, a 
potential Republican presidential 
candidate in 2016, to try to make 
his point on how to respond to a 
flood of young migrants crossing 
the border.

Following a meeting with Perry 
in Dallas on Wednesday, the pres-
ident suggested there was little 
difference between Perry’s calls 
for additional assistance at the 
border and the nearly $4 billion 
request Obama sent to Congress 
this week to help deal with thou-
sands of unaccompanied child im-
migrants who have overwhelmed 
the Border Patrol in Texas. He also 
made a public appeal for Perry to 
wield his influence with Texas’ 
 Republican-heavy congressional 
delegation  to press them to back 
the emergency spending package.

“The only question at this point 
is why wouldn’t the Texas delega-
tion or any of the other Republi-
cans who are concerned about 
this not want to put this on a fast 
track and get this on my desk so I 
can sign it and we can start get-

ting to work?” Obama said. He
argued that opposition to the ur-
gent spending request would be 
part of a pattern of obstruction-
ism from Republicans who have
also resisted moving forward on a 
comprehensive immigration bill.

The current problem at the 
border comes at a time when the 
White House was seeking to ce-
ment an upper hand on the issue
of immigration, particularly with 
Hispanic voters, who are increas-
ingly crucial to electoral success
in presidential elections. After
House Republicans made clear
they had no plans to take up com-
prehensive legislation this year, 
Obama vowed to move forward 
with executive actions that would 
make needed changes to the na-
tion’s broken immigration system.

The border crisis has given 
Republicans fresh fodder to chal-
lenge that approach. Republican
lawmakers have blamed Obama’s
2012 decision to defer deporta-
tions for some young people in the
U.S. illegally for fueling rumors in
Central America that unaccom-
panied minors who arrive at the
border would be allowed to stay.

Indeed, some of the 57,000 chil-
dren who have come to the border
appear to be under that impres-
sion, though many are also flee-
ing violence in Central America.
The White House has said most of
the children are unlikely to qual-
ify for humanitarian relief that
would allow them to stay. 

MOHAMMAD HANNON/AP

 Libyan military guards check a burned U.S. facility in Benghazi, Libya, on Sept. 14, 2012, after a deadly 
attack  three days before . 
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The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Chinese 
hackers broke into the computer 
networks of the U.S. Office of 
Personnel Management earlier 
this year with the intention of ac-
cessing the files of tens of thou-
sands of federal employees who 
had applied for top-secret secu-
rity clearances, according to The 
New York Times.

Senior U.S. officials say the 
hackers gained access to some of 
the agency’s databases in March 
before the threat was detected 
and blocked, the Times reported 
in an article posted on its website 
Wednesday night. How far the 
hackers penetrated the agency’s 
systems was not yet clear, the 
newspaper said.

Accusations of hacking by 
China and counterclaims of such 
activity by the U.S. government 
have strained U.S.-Chinese rela-
tions. Chinese hacking has been 
a major theme of U.S.-China 
discussions this week in Beijing, 
though both sides have publicly 
steered clear of the controversy.

Secretary of State John Kerry 
was asked about the Times report 
after he wrapped up his meetings 
in Beijing on Thursday. “At this 
point in time, it does not appear to 
have compromised any sensitive 

material,” he said. “I’m not going 
to get into any specifics of the on-
going investigation.”

 A Chinese government spokes-
man on Thursday reiterated Bei-
jing’s oft-stated position that it is 
“resolutely opposed” to Internet 
hacking and said there were par-
ties who wanted to make China 
look like a cybersecurity threat.

“Some of the American media 
and cybersecurity firms are 
making constant efforts to smear 
China and create the so-called 
China cyberthreat,” Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Hong Lei said at 
a regular briefing. “They have 
never been able to present suf-
ficient evidence. We are deeply 
convinced that such reports and 
commentaries are irresponsible 
and are not worth refuting.”

In May, the Justice Depart-
ment filed a 31-count indictment 
against five Chinese military of-
ficials operating under hacker 
aliases and accused them of 
penetrating computer networks 
of a half-dozen steel companies 
and makers of solar and nuclear 
technology to gain a competitive 
advantage. The Chinese govern-
ment denied the allegations and 
suspended a working group on 
cyber rules that was to be part 
of the annual Strategic and Eco-
nomic Dialogue this week. 

 The Associated Press

SPRING, Texas — A gunman 
charged Thursday in the killing 
of four children and their parents 
was dressed as a delivery man 
when he arrived at the suburban 
Houston home where the family 
was shot to death, officials said.

Ronald Lee Haskell, 33, is 
charged with multiple counts of 
capital murder in the killings 
Wednesday evening, Harris Coun-
ty Precinct 4 Constable Ron Hick-
man said early Thursday. He also 
is accused of critically wounding 
a 15-year-old girl in the shooting 
rampage.

“I have not personally in 40 
years seen a tragedy in one fam-
ily that is this horrific,” Hickman 
said.

Documents introduced dur-
ing a preliminary court hearing 
Thursday show the 15-year-old 
girl attempted to close the door to 
the home after telling Haskell her 
parents weren’t home, according 
to a report by KPRC-TV in Hous-
ton. But he kicked in the door.

Haskell was estranged from 
a woman related to the couple, 
Hickman said. Authorities said 

earlier that Haskell’s wife lives in 
another state.  

The children killed were two 
boys ages 4 and 14, plus two girls 
ages 7 and 9. Their parents were 
Katie and Stephen Stay, according 
to court documents. The father, 
a real estate agent, was 39 and 
the mother was 33, according to 
Harris County Sheriff’s Deputy 
Thomas Gilliland.

Haskell “gathered up the chil-
dren that were here and awaited 
the arrival of the parents,” Hick-
man told reporters outside the 
home Thursday. “Sometime 
later the victims were shot in the 
residence.”

Hickman said Haskell “came in 
the guise of a FedEx driver wear-
ing a FedEx shirt.”

Federal Express said in a state-
ment that Haskell had “formerly 
provided service” for the company, 
but has not done so since January.

Hickman said that after Haskell 
left the home the injured teen-
age girl — also a daughter of the 
murdered couple — contacted au-
thorities telling them the shooter 
was en route to shoot other family 
members.

Law enforcement personnel 

located Haskell’s car and a low-
speed chase ensued, ending in
a cul-de-sac, Hickman said. A
standoff then lasted more than
three hours before Haskell ex-
ited the car, sank to his knees and
surrendered.

Online jail records did not list
an attorney for Haskell.

At one point during the stand-
off tactical officers used a large
armored vehicle to ram the front
of his car, disabling it. Another 
armored vehicle was used to ram
the rear of the car, preventing any
chance of escape.

The sheriff’s department said
precinct deputy constables were 
called to the house about 6 p.m. 
Wednesday and found the parents
and three children dead. Another
child later died at a hospital.

Gilliland said the teenager was
in “very critical condition” at
Memorial Hermann Hospital in
Houston late Wednesday night.

Gilliland described Haskell 
after the standoff as “cool as a cu-
cumber.” He said that when he and 
other officers first approached,
Haskell was “just sitting in his car 
looking out at us.” 

 The Associated Press

SANTA CRUZ, Calif. — A Sili-
con Valley success story turned 
sordid this week with the arrest 
of an upscale prostitute who alleg-
edly left a Google executive dying 
on his yacht after shooting him up 
with a deadly hit of heroin.

Forrest Hayes, 51, was found 
dead by the captain of his 50-foot 
yacht Escape last November. At 
the time, a simple obituary de-
scribed him as a beloved husband 
and father of five who enjoyed 
spending time with his family 
and on his boat.

On Wednesday, that got a 
lot more complicated as Alix 
Tichelman, 26, stood handcuffed 
and mumbling in red jail scrubs 
facing manslaughter charges for 
her role in Hayes’ death, as well 
as drug and prostitution charges. 
She is being held on $1.5 million 
bail.

Surveillance footage from the 
yacht shows everything, police 
said, from when she came aboard 
until after Hayes collapsed. That’s 
when Tichelman picked up her 
clothes, the heroin and needles, 
casually stepping over Hayes as 
he lay dying. She swallowed the 
last of a glass of wine, lowered 
a blind and walked back on the 
dock to shore, police said.

Santa Cruz Deputy Police Chief 
Steve Clark told The Associated 
Press on Wednesday that Hayes 
had hired Tichelman before, and 
that their Nov. 23 encounter “was 
a mutually consensual encounter 
including the introduction of the 
heroin.”

Clark said it appears this might 
not have been the first time she 
left someone in trouble without 
calling police or trying to help. 
Without elaborating, he said his 
agency is cooperating with police 
in a different state on a similar 
case.

  Hayes’ widow has not spoken 
publicly and a blog created in his 
memory was deleted Tuesday. On 
the website, friends and co-work-
ers were seemingly unaware of 
how he died. 

They fondly described their 
time together, Christmas parties 
on his boat,  traveling to China 
for Apple and most recently at 
Google, where they said he was 
involved in the Glass eyewear 
projects.

“He had life wired, he really 
liked his job, was spending a lot 
more time with his family, cruis-
ing around in his boat,” a friend 
wrote in December. “I am really 
grateful that Forrest’s last mo-
ments were happy ones.” 

BRETT COOMER, HOUSTON CHRONICLE/AP

 Officers surround a shooting suspect Wednesday  in Spring, Texas. After hours of waiting and 
negotiations, the man — suspected in the slayings of six people, including four children — emerged 
from his car and was arrested.  

Report: Chinese 
hackers hit OPM

 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Tax cred-
its for families that don’t qualify. 
Medicare payments for treatments 
that might not be necessary. Un-
employment benefits for people 
who are secretly working. Federal 
agencies reported making $100 
billion in payments last year to 
people who may not have been en-
titled to receive them.

Congressional investigators say 
the figure could be even higher.

“The amounts here are abso-
lutely staggering,” said Rep. John 
Mica, R-Fla. “It’s over $100 billion 

each of the last five years. That’s a 
staggering half a trillion dollars in 
improper payments.”

Mica chairs the House Oversight 
government operations subcom-
mittee, which held a hearing on 
improper payments Wednesday.

 Federal agencies are required 
to estimate the amount of im-
proper payments they issue annu-
ally. They include overpayments, 
underpayments, payments to the 
wrong recipient and payments 
that were made without proper 
documentation.

Some improper payments are 

the result of fraud, while others 
are unintentional .

In 2013, federal agencies made 
$97 billion in overpayments, ac-
cording to agency estimates. Un-
derpayments totaled $9 billion. 
That adds up to $106 billion in im-
proper payments, or 3.5 percent of
 payments made .

  The largest sources of improper
payments are government health 
care programs, according to agen-
cy estimates. Medicare’s various
health insurance programs for  ac-
counted for $50 billion in improper
payments in the 2013 budget year .   

Federal agencies estimate $100B in overpayments

Police: High-end hooker 
left Google exec to die

Gunman kills 6 from one family
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Report: NSA tracked 
email accounts of 
leading US Muslims

 BY BRIAN BENNETT

Tribune Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — The Na-
tional Security Agency and the 
FBI  tracked email accounts of 
five Muslim American lead-
ers between 2006 and 2008, ac-
cording to an NSA spreadsheet 
of email addresses disclosed by 
former NSA contractor Edward 
Snowden.

The spreadsheet, which lists 
email addresses and dates, does 
not indicate how much, if any, sur-
veillance took place. Because the 
spreadsheet stops in spring 2008, 
it also does not indicate whether 
any such surveillance continued 
after the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act was amended 
that year, in part to restrict the 
George W. Bush administration’s 
use of wiretaps, or after Presi-
dent Barack Obama took office in 
January 2009.

Parts of the document were 
published by the Intercept, an on-
line news site.

The spreadsheet lists 7,485 
email addresses as being moni-

tored between 2002 and 2008,
of which 202 were labeled as be-
longing to “U.S. persons,” mean-
ing citizens or legal residents.

The Intercept report focused
on five of them: Nihad Awad, ex-
ecutive director of the Council on
American-Islamic Relations, or 
CAIR, a leading national Muslim
civil rights organization; Faisal 
Gill, a lawyer who served in the
Department of Homeland Security
under Bush and later ran for public
office in Virginia as a Republican;
Asim Ghafoor, a defense attorney 
who has taken on  terrorism-relat-
ed cases; Hooshang Amirahmadi, 
an international relations profes-
sor at Rutgers University; and 
Agha Saeed, who has lectured in
political science at California State
University, East Bay, taught at the
University of California, Berke-
ley, and served as chairman of the
American Muslim Alliance.

The five men told the Inter-
cept that they believe they were
targeted in part because of their 
Muslim backgrounds. 

Police want graphic photos of teen boy in sexting case
 BY MATTHEW BARAKAT

The Associated Press

McLEAN, V a.  — A U.S. teen-
ager is fighting efforts by police 
who want to take photos of him in 
a sexually aroused state to try to 
prove a sexting case against him.

Prosecutors in Virginia told a 
judge they need photos of the 17-
year-old’s erect penis to compare 
against photos he is accused of 
sending to his 15-year-old girl-
friend at the time. The teen has 
been charged in juvenile court 
with possessing and manufactur-
ing child pornography related to 
images of himself he’s accused of 

creating.
The teen’s lawyers are fight-

ing a search warrant allowing the 
photographs in court. A hearing 
is scheduled for next week.

Defense lawyer Jessica Foster 
said she is unaware of any cases 
 in which police have pursued 
similar photographs, particularly 
of  minors.

“This is crazy,” she said. “No-
body’s even heard of something 
like this. … The charges are ex-
cessive, and the means by which 
they are seeking evidence are 
outrageous.”

The teen’s appointed advocate, 
Carlos Flores Laboy, said his un-

derstanding is that police plan to 
do some sort of computer analysis 
of the photos to try  to prove a sim-
ilarity to the explicit photo found 
on the girl’s phone. 

He said the search warrant viv-
idly demonstrates the importance 
of defending individuals’ consti-
tutional rights against invasions 
of privacy.

“Doing this to an adult would 
be traumatic. We’re talking about 
a 17-year-old child,” he said.

The lawyers said police have 
told them they plan to obtain 
the photo by taking the teen to a 
hospital and injecting him with 
a chemical that would cause an 

erection.
The teen’s aunt and legal 

guardian has sent the teen out of 
state for now so the warrant can’t 
be executed.

“He’s overwhelmed,” she said. 
“He’s scared. He doesn’t want 
to be in Virginia” because po-
lice could theoretically show 
up at any time to try to take the 
photographs.

The Associated Press isn’t 
naming the teen or his aunt in 
accordance with a policy of not 
identifying juvenile suspects.

Police have been pursuing the 
case since January, the aunt said, 
when the girlfriend’s mo ther dis-

covered the explicit content.
Police and prosecutors did not 

return calls Wednesday after-
noon seeking comment.

The Manassas City Police later 
posted a statement on its website
saying that it is not their policy
“to authorize invasive search
procedures of suspects in cases
of this nature and no such pro-
cedures have been conducted in 
this case.”

The statement added that po-
lice were contacted by the mother 
of the 15-year-old girl “who was
sent pornographic videos” by
the 17-year-old “after repeatedly 
being told to stop.” 

 BY ED O’KEEFE

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — This was 
going to be a quiet week in the 
U.S. Senate, one during which 
the majority Democrats would 
take the opportunity to help a col-
league facing a tough re-election 
race.

But what was supposed to be an 
innocuous election-year proposal, 
designed to draw considerable bi-
partisan support, has become the 
first big fight over gun control in 
Washington in more than a year 
— reopening old wounds for the 
very Democrats it was supposed 
to help.

The measure would expand 

access to hunting and fishing on 
federal lands. Sen. Kay Hagan, 
D-N.C., is the lead sponsor. She 
faces one of the most challeng-
ing re-elections this year, so 
she  persuaded 45 other senators 
— including 26 Republicans — to 
back the bill, making it one of the 
most popular legislative propos-
als debated by the Senate this 
year.

Even in a badly fractured cham-
ber where bipartisan agreement 
is rare, passage of the Hagan bill 
should be a slam dunk.

But it’s now caught up in some-
thing else entirely. Both gun 
rights proponents and gun  control 
advocates are now looking at the 
bill as a way to score political 

points by adding amendments.
“I want this debate. I want an 

opportunity to raise important is-
sues about gun violence and gun 
safety in America,” Sen. Richard 
Durbin, D-Ill., said Wednesday. 
He is seeking to stiffen penalties 
for illegal straw purchasers,  peo-
ple who buy guns for  others who 
plan  to use the firearms to com-
mit  crimes.

On the other side, Sen. Rand 
Paul, R-Ky., wants to overturn 
Washington’s ban on large-
 capacity magazines and assault 
weapons and to allow gun owners 
to carry firearms into post offices 
and other federal buildings and 
sites.

This political gun fight comes 

about 15 months after a bipar-
tisan gun control measure was 
defeated in April 2013 despite the 
December 2012 mass shooting at 
an elementary school in Newtown, 
Conn., that drew national outrage 
and calls for new legislation.

As the fighting continues, Sen-
ate Majority Leader Harry Reid, 
D-Nev., began using procedural 
steps Wednesday to advance the 
hunting-and-fishing bill, leaving 
open a slim possibility that Demo-
crats and Republicans will agree 
to votes on gun-related amend-
ments and pass the bill. If such an 
agreement can’t be reached, the 
measure could be quickly blocked 
and defeated.

 If Reid opens the door to gun-

related amendments, Sen. Tom
Coburn, R-Okla., wants to amend
the bill to limit when veterans
would be restricted from own-
ing firearms because of mental 
illness. Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas,
wants to expand the right to in-
terstate transport and the sale of
ammunition and firearms — pro-
posals that are similar to lan-
guage included in the bipartisan
gun control measure that failed
last year.

 The other GOP proposals prob-
ably would spell trouble for Hagan
and the other Democrats facing 
re-election. In the past few years,
several of them have been the ar-
biters of whether gun legislation 
passes or fails in the Senate.   

Gun control fight could mar plan to aid Dems

Storms spread damage in Pa.
Saul Ridolfi, 76, stands between his tree-damaged living room and kitchen on Wednesday in New 
Freedom, Pa. Ridolfi said he and his wife, Lucille, were in the living room Tuesday when they saw a 
severe-storm warning on television and immediately retreated to their basement. Forecasters have 
confirmed that at least two tornadoes hit different parts of Pennsylvania on Tuesday.  

CHRIS DUNN, YORK (PA.) DAILY RECORD/AP
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 BY ARON HELLER 
AND NAJIB JOBAIN

The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israel dramat-
ically escalated its aerial assault 
targeting hundreds of Hamas sites 
in the Gaza Strip Thursday as Pal-
estinians reported the strikes also 
hit a home and a beachside cafe, 
raising the total number of people 
killed in this week’s offensive to at 
least 85. Israel’s missile defense 
system also once again intercept-
ed rockets fired by militants at the 
country’s heartland.

Military spokesman Lt. Col. 
Peter Lerner said Israel struck 
more than 320 Hamas targets 
overnight, focusing on under-
ground tunnel networks and 
rocket launching sites. In all, the 
military has struck 750 sites since 
the offensive began on Tuesday.

Israel has mobilized 20,000 re-
servists for a possible ground op-
eration into Gaza, but for the time 
remains focused on maximizing 
its air campaign, Lerner said. 
A ground invasion could lead to 
heavier civilian casualties on the 
Palestinian side and put Israeli 
ground forces in danger.

Neither side is showing any sign 
of halting their heaviest fighting 
since an eight-day battle in late 
2012. Israel says that Hamas must 
cease rocket fire from Gaza for Is-
rael to consider a truce. Militants 
have fired hundreds of rockets, 
striking across the length of Is-
rael and disrupting life across the 
country.

No Israelis have been seriously 
harmed as the “Iron Dome” de-
fense system has intercepted at 
least 70 of the projectiles destined 
for major cities. The system is de-
signed to intercept rockets headed 
toward populated areas, while 
allowing others to fall in open 
areas.

“The ground option needs to 
be the last option and only if it is 
absolutely necessary. It is a care-
fully designed plan of action,” Le-
rner said.

The Israeli security Cabinet 
met to discuss its next moves.

 Israeli Defense Minister 
Moshe Yaalon said the operation 

was going according to plan, with 
Israel targeting various Hamas 
interests.

“The military’s successes so far 
have been very significant,” he 
said. “We will continue until they 
understand that this escalation 
is not beneficial to them and that 
we will not tolerate rocket fire to-
ward our towns and citizens.”

Palestinian medical officials 
said one strike early Thursday 
struck a home in the southern 
Gaza city of Khan Younis, killing 
eight members of the Al Haj fam-
ily. Tractors cleared away large 
piles of debris from the demol-
ished building as one man laid 
atop a mattress and blankets that 
remained.

An earlier strike killed eight 
people who were at a Gaza beach 
cafe watching the World Cup 
semifinal match between Argen-
tina and the Netherlands, Mah-
moud Sawali said, adding at least 
two of his brothers were among 
the dead.

 The Israeli military said it was 
investigating both incidents. It 
also said it struck a car in Gaza 
carrying three Islamic Jihad mil-
itants involved in firing rockets. 
The militant group confirmed 
that its men were killed in the 
strike. Hamas officials said that 
the Palestinian side of its border 
crossing with Israel had also been 
destroyed in Israeli airstrikes.

The Health Ministry in Gaza 
has reported 85 deaths, including 
22 on Thursday. It says about half 
were women and children though 
the exact breakdown could not im-
mediately be confirmed.

Israel accuses militants of de-

liberately endangering civilians 
by using homes and other civil-
ian buildings for cover. The mili-
tary has also directly targeted 
the offices and homes of known 
militants that it says are used as 
command centers. 

The military says it contacts the 
families first to ask civilians to 
evacuate before striking .

Hamas is firing rockets from 
“within houses and streets and 
neighborhoods which are popu-
lated with civilians ... exposing 
these civilians to retaliation and to 

backfire,” Israeli Foreign Minis-
try spokesman Yigal Palmor said.

After an overnight lull, militants 
resumed their barrage toward 
central and southern Israel. Rem-
nants of a long-range rocket fired 
from Gaza landed in a gas station 
in south Tel Aviv after being shot 
down by the Iron Dome.

 Besides firing toward Israel’s 
two largest cities of Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem, Hamas also launched 
a rocket that reached the town 
of Zichron Yaakov, more than 60 
miles north of Gaza. 

 BY FRANK JORDANS

The Associated Press

BERLIN — Germany took the 
dramatic step Thursday of asking
the top U.S. intelligence official
in Berlin to leave the country,
following two suspected cases of
American spying and the year-
long spat over eavesdropping by
the National Security Agency.

The move reflects growing
impatience in Germany at what
is perceived as U.S. nonchalance
about being caught spying on a 
close ally.

“The representative of the
U.S. intelligence services at the
United States Embassy has been
asked to leave Germany,” govern-
ment spokesman Steffen Seibert
said in a statement.

“The request occurred against
the backdrop of the ongoing in-
vestigation by federal prosecu-
tors as well as the questions that
were posed months ago about
the activities of U.S. intelligence
agencies in Germany,” he added.
“The government takes the mat-
ter very seriously.”

Seibert said Germany contin-
ues to seek “close and trusting”
cooperation with its Western
partners, “especially the United 
States.”

The U.S. government declined
to comment directly on the deci-
sion. But White House spokes-
woman Caitlin Hayden said the
security and intelligence rela-
tionship with Germany was very 
important to the United States.

“It keeps Germans and Ameri-
cans safe. It is essential that coop-
eration continue in all areas and
we will continue to be in touch
with the German government in
appropriate channels,” she said.

Shortly before the decision was
announced, Chancellor Angela
Merkel told reporters that Ger-
many and the United States had 
“very different approaches” to 
the role of intelligence agencies.

 In separate cases over the past
10 days, one man has been arrest-
ed and an investigation against
another has been launched on
suspicion that they worked for 
foreign intelligence. German 
media have reported that the men
are suspected of passing secrets
to the U.S.

Interior Minister Thomas de 
Maiziere said the scope of the 
cases and who was involved are 
not yet clear, but talks are taking
place with the United States at
various levels.

“If the situation remains what 
we know now, the information
reaped by this suspected espio-
nage is laughable,” de Maiziere
said in a statement. “However, 
the political damage is already
disproportionate and serious.” 

 The Associated Press

DERA ISMAIL KHAN, Pakistan — A sus-
pected American drone fired two missiles 
at a compound in a troubled Pakistani tribal 
region on Thursday, killing six militants, two 
intelligence officials said.

The strike happened in  Datta Khel in North 
Waziristan, where the Pakistan army last 
month launched a much-awaited operation 
against local and foreign militants who use 

the region to carry out attacks in Pakistan, 
the officials said.

The identity of the slain men was not imme-
diately known and the officials said they were 
still trying to get details. 

They spoke on condition of anonymity be-
cause they were not authorized to speak to the 
media.

U.S. drone strikes are a serious source of 
tension between Washington and Islamabad. 

The Pakistani government regularly de-
nounces the strikes as a violation of the coun-
try’s sovereignty.

Thursday’s strike took place in the same 
region where the Pakistan army on June 15 
launched a major offensive against Pakistani 
Taliban, al-Qaida and other militants. Datta 
Khel is about 30 miles west of Miran Shah, 
the main town in North Waziristan bordering 
Afghanistan. 

ADEL HANA/AP

A Palestinian inspects a house belonging to a senior Hamas official 
that was damaged Thursday in a strike in Beit Lahiya in the northern 
Gaza Strip .    

Israel 
pounds 
Hamas 
targets

Officials blame US for drone strike that killed 6 in Pakistan

Germany 
expels US
official in 
spy flap

LEFTERIS PITARAKIS/AP

Smoke rises Thursday following an Israeli strike on Gaza, seen from the Israel-Gaza Border . Israel 
escalated its aerial assault in Gaza on Thursday, hitting hundreds of Hamas targets .
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WORLD

 BY KACEY CHERRY

The Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO DE ARECO, Argentina  

T
here is no whip in sight, no shouting 
or loud jabs. Not even a firm hand 
on the reins.  Yet Martin Tatta some-
how persuades his beloved Milonga 
to join him in acrobatic feats, from 
handstands to other poses that even 

the most understanding horses rarely display.
Through soft touches, gentle coaxing and a few 

tender nuzzles, it seems Tatta can sway his 
steeds to do just about anything,

In San Antonio de Areco, a bastion of 
Argentine gaucho culture outside the 
capital of Buenos Aires,  Tatta, 33, is 
known as “the horse whisperer.”

“For me, it’s something natural,” 
Tatta told The Associated Press. “No 
one taught me. I taught myself.”

Eleven years ago, the horse trainer’s 
way of “breaking” horses without aggres-
sion caught the attention of a local rancher, 
who encouraged Tatta to perform for tourists. 
Since then, he’s traveled the world displaying the 
special skill he has with horses.

Tatta insists anyone could do this, if they were to 
be patient and gentle enough.

But veteran horseman Alberto Nally, who at 70 
is one of the most experienced 
gauchos in the community, 
said no other gaucho has such 
a gentle touch.

“It hardly looks like he’s 
even trying or doing anything 
— that’s why it’s special,” 
Nally said. “I’ve seen other 
trainers using their reins and 
pulling the horse’s head back 
and forth, but Martin, no. He is 
steady and soft when he works 
with them. He has a gift. He 
was born with it.”

Gauchos are Argentina’s 
version of the North Ameri-
can cowboy. They are dis-
tinctive for their wardrobe of 
beret-styled hats, silver belts 

and leather chaps, or their habit of drinking the 
region’s traditional tea, yerba mate.   

 Tatta shows  that when “breaking” or taming a 
wild horse, “it doesn’t have to be done through this 
harsh or brutal force,” said Andrea Vigil, who di-
rects the town’s historic gaucho museum. “ Instead, 
it’s the opposite: It can be done in a warm and inti-
mate way that gets slightly stricter. And then, well, 
you saw — you can accomplish incredible things.”

“It’s not a fight with the animal,” Tatta said. 
“No, it’s all very serene and peaceful. “There were 
these visitors that came and watched me, and after 
I had finished, they began to cry. And she said to 
me ‘Martin, what you do, I can’t believe it.’ And I 
said to her, ‘Ma’am, please don’t cry. Are you OK? 
Why are you crying?’ And she goes, ‘You don’t un-
derstand what you convey when you interact with 
those animals.’ ” 

Gaucho tames with 
nuzzles, gentle coaxing, 
instead of whips

    Argentina’s 
Horse whisperer

It hardly looks 
like he’s even 
trying or doing 
anything —
that’s why it’s 
special.

— Alberto Nally
veteran gaucho

“
PHOTOS BY NATACHA PISARENKO/AP

 Martin Tatta, a self-taught  trainer 
from San Antonio de Areco, 
Argentina,  has been showcasing his 
unique bond with horses through 
performances  for 11 years. 
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From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

35
The number of pizzas a Frontier Airlines pilot bought for passengers when the Denver-bound plane 
was stuck on the runway a couple of hours after being diverted to Cheyenne, Wyo. Cheyenne Domino’s 
Pizza manager Andrew Ritchie said he got a call Monday night from pilot Gerhard Bradner who said 
he needed to feed 160 people — fast. Ritchie and his crew made about 35 pizzas and delivered them 

within 30 minutes to the airport, where they handed them off to Frontier flight attendants. The plane left Cheyenne 
shortly after the pizzas arrived. 

 Man charged in dinosaur 
footprint theft in court  

UT SALT LAKE CITY — 
A Utah man accused of 

stealing a priceless fossilized di-
nosaur footprint that’s never been 
recovered is set to be in court for 
a change-of-plea hearing.

Jared Ehlers, 35, of Moab, plead-
ed not guilty in April to charges of 
theft and damage to government 
property and destroying paleon-
tological resources.

After that hearing, Ehlers’ at-
torney, Tara Isaacson, said her 
client felt terrible about the mis-
take he made.

Bureau of Land Management 
paleontologists say the print is 
from the Jurassic Period and up 
to 190 million years old. It comes 
from a large meat-eating dino-
saur that is likely an ancestor to 
dinosaurs like Allosaurus.

Prosecutors said Ehlers pried 
up the fossil Feb. 17 in the Sand 
Flats Recreation Area near Moab 
and got rid of it March 3.  

Artist says police pulled 
weapon over a mix-up

NM SANTA FE — A well-
known American 

Indian artist said police in New 
Mexico pulled a rifle on him after 
his dog pooped in his SUV and a 
woman mistook his cleanup ef-
forts for a burglary.

Pueblo painter Mateo Romero 
told The Associated Press that a 
Santa Fe officer pointed a weapon 
at him during the bizarre misun-
derstanding Monday.

According to a police report, 
the officer pulled out a rifle and 
detained Romero after Maria 
Markus reported a burglary in 
progress at her home. Romero 
said he parked in her private 
driveway after his Shih Tzu re-
lieved himself inside his SUV and 
Romero sought to clean the mess.

Romero said Markus spotted 
him in her driveway, boxed him 
in with her vehicle and called 911.
He said Markus refused to talk to 
him before police arrived.  

Teen dies after jumping 
on iPhone thief’s car

CA SANTA ANA — A 15-
year-old Southern Cali-

fornia girl died of her injuries 
two days after she jumped onto 
the speeding car of a robber who 
snatched her iPhone, and detec-
tives are asking for the public’s 
help in finding two suspects.

Rubi Rubio briefly held onto 
the trunk of the car before falling 
off and hitting her head  July 3 in 
Santa Ana, Police Cpl. Anthony 
Bertagna told the Orange County 
Register.

“According to witnesses, the ve-
hicle was swerving in an attempt 
to get her off,” Bertagna said.

Rubio, a student at Godinez 
Fundamental High School, died 
from her injuries Saturday while 
surrounded by her family at a 
hospital, the newspaper said.

 Investigators said the man took 
the phone from the teen while she 
was walking her 7-year-old sister 
home from school. He ran to the 
car, which was driven by another 
person, with Rubio giving chase.

The iPhone was later found by 
a resident not far from the scene .  

THE CENSUS

Lawyers fired over 
Facebook remarks

FL FORT LAUDERDALE, 
— Two Broward County 

assistant public defenders were 
fired Tuesday for Facebook com-
ments calling Palestinians “cock-
roaches” and “filthy swine.”

Bruce Raticoff and Gary 
Sheres both lost their jobs, as out-
rage built after the Sun Sentinel 
published an article including the 
Facebook comments a week ago, 
Public Defender Howard Finkel-
stein said.

The remarks from the two men’s 
personal Facebook accounts last 
week were posted under an item 
about Palestinians allegedly 
celebrating the kidnapping and 
murder of three Israeli teen boys. 
The killings were blamed on the 
Islamic militant group Hamas.

“They are the filthy swine they 
don’t eat ,” Sheres posted.

   Sheres said later that he was 
only labeling as “filthy swine” the 
Palestinians who murder people 
or celebrate murders.  Raticoff 
said he hadn’t written the com-
ments at all, that someone had ac-
cessed his Facebook account and 
posted under his name.

Man’s draft notice
arrives 102 years late

PA KENNERDELL — A 
Pennsylvania woman 

said her late father has received 
notice to register for the nation’s 
military draft — some 102 years 
too late.

Martha Weaver, now in her 
80s,  told The (Oil City) Derrick 
that the Selective Service System 
notice arrived Saturday in Rock-
land Township, Venango County.  

Her father’s name was Fred 
Minnick, though the notice mis-
spelled the last name “Minick” 
and warns that failure to regis-
ter is “punishable by a fine and 
imprisonment.”

Her father was born on June 
12, 1894, which means he would 
have turned 18 in 1912.

Weaver suspects the confusion 
was spawned by the incorrect 
birth date on the form, which lists 
the birth year as 1994.  

 Farmer’s lost phone 
finds its way to Japan

OK TULSA — An Okla-
homa farmer’s iPhone 

that was lost when it fell into a 
grain elevator has been returned 
to him unscathed after it was 
found in Japan.

Kevin Whitney lost the phone 
in October when it slipped out of 
his shirt pocket as he was unload-
ing grain from a truck into a silo 
in Chickasha. The load traveled to 
a depot in Convent, La., and then 
loaded onto a ship bound for the 
island of Hokkaido, Japan.

A worker at the Japanese facil-
ity phoned a counterpart in Loui-
siana, who then called Whitney 
in late May asking if he lost an 
iPhone. 

 NYPD: Drone came 
within 800 feet of helo

NY NEW YORK — Police 
have arrested two peo-

ple for operating a drone over the 
George Washington Bridge that 
came within 800 feet of a police 
helicopter.

They said the helicopter pilot 
spotted the small unmanned air-
craft near the bridge at 12:21 a.m. 
Monday. The drone continued to 
circle the bridge, forcing the chop-
per to change course to avoid it.

The pilot notified the 34th Pre-
cinct after observing the drone 

land on a parked vehicle.
When police arrived, they re-

covered two drones with remote 
controls. Police arrested Wilkins
Mendoza and Remy Castro, both
of Manhattan, on reckless endan-
germent charges. 

 3 human skulls found
in Goodwill donations

WA SEATTLE — Three 
human skulls turned

up last month among the do-
nations to a Goodwill store in 
Bellevue.

Employees at the store  found 
the skulls in a donation bin. Two
were placed in boxes, and one
was wrapped in a striped scarf.
Once workers realized the skulls
were human, they reported the
find to the King County Medical
Examiner’s Office.

“We get a lot of unusual dona-
tions,” Goodwill spokeswoman
Katherine Boury said. “We get
people’s ashes in the urn. We get 
people’s gold teeth. And on a more 
positive note, last year we had
someone bring in a Louis Vuitton 
trunk, but this is the first human
skull I can remember.” 

Mudder and daughter
Jody Thomas and her daughter, Kailyn, 3, float in the mud pit at the annual Wayne County Parks Mud Day at Hines Park-Nankin Mills Area in 
Westland, Mich., on Tuesday,  Kailyn’s birthday.  

DANIEL MEARS, THE DETROIT NEWS/AP
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 BY MICHAEL R. SISAK

The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — Maybe it’s the ultimate sign that 
New York City’s up-and-coming borough has final-
ly arrived. Brooklyn is now one of the nation’s most 
popular baby names.

Over the past two decades, Brooklyn as a name 
for girls has surged from No. 912 to the top 30 in 
each of the last three years. Some credit soccer star 
David Beckham and his wife, Victoria, for naming 
their son Brooklyn. Some cite model and actress 
Brooklyn Decker. Others point to “Girls” and the 
many other TV shows and movies that tap into the 
borough’s gritty, cool vibe.

But one thing is clear: Of the 41 states where 
Brooklyn is now the most popular girl’s name be-
ginning with B, New York is not among them. Real 
Brooklynites say naming your child Brooklyn is 
strictly for out-of towners.

“It’s almost like a magical place far away that 
doesn’t exist to them,” says parent Heath Farn-
sworth-Williams. “For us, Brooklyn is home, and 
we’d have a hard time trying to make the identity 
of our home coexist with the identity of our child.”

More than 6,600 girls born in the U.S. in 2013 
were named Brooklyn, making it the 28th most 

popular girls name ahead of stalwarts Samantha, 
Allison and Sarah, according to recently released 
Social Security Administration data.

Brooklyn beat out such place names as Savannah 
(No. 37) and London (No. 85), but trailed Madison 
(No. 9) and Charlotte (No. 11). Brooklyn as a boy’s 
name is still rare, having never cracked the top 
1,000.

“People want more creativity, many for the bet-
ter, some for the worse,” says Pamela Redmond 
Satran, co-founder of the baby naming website 
Nameberry.com, who notes Brooklyn is often fa-
vored as a unique-sounding mashup of the more 
conventional Brooke and Lynne.

Brooklyn Presta says her parents in Kansas were 
thinking unique, not New York, when they named 
her. Now 26 and living in Brooklyn, Presta says she 

often gets questions about whether she changed her 
name to fit her chosen borough.

“It’s kind of crazy to be Brooklyn in Brooklyn,” 
Presta says.

The popularity of the Brooklyn name parallels 
the renaissance of the borough of 2.6 million, with 
the gentrification of its leafy brownstone neighbor-
hoods, a thriving arts scene and the return of big-
league sports with the Brooklyn Nets.

Mayor Bill de Blasio, seeking to capitalize on 
that spirit of cool, recently pitched Brooklyn — not 
Manhattan — as potential host for the 2016 Demo-
cratic National Convention.

“There’s no greater way to show admiration for 
a borough than to name your child after it,” says 
Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams. “You 
don’t see too many people calling their children 
Manhattan or the Bronx.”

Kimberly and Brock Tite, of Marion, Ill ., are that 
rare exception.

Even though they’ve never visited New York and 
know it only through TV and rap lyrics, they named 
their 3-year-old daughter Brooklyn and 1-year-old 
son Bronx.

“I knew I wanted to name my kids after New 
York,” Kimberly Tite says. “I love New York.” 

NATION

YOB R O K L N
Naming kids after borough is a hit – everywhere except NY

6,600 
The number girls born in the U.S. in 2013 

who were named Brooklyn, making it 
the 28th most popular girls name.

David and Victoria 
Beckham’s son 

Brooklyn, below, and model-actress Brooklyn 
Decker, right, are among those credited with fueling the rise in 
popularity of the borough-inspired name.

AP photos

The rise in popularity of Brooklyn as a name for girls parallels 
the borough’s renaissance through the gentrification of 
neighborhoods  and in influx of business and entertainment.
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Disabled’s voting rights debated
 BY MICHAEL R. BLOOD

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES  — At a time when elec-
tion officials are struggling to persuade more 
Americans to vote, advocates for the disabled 
say thousands of people with autism spectrum 
disorder, cerebral palsy and other intellec-
tual or developmental disabilities have been 
systematically denied that basic right in the 
nation’s largest county.

A Voting Rights Act complaint to be filed 
Thursday with the U.S. Justice Department 
goes to a politically delicate subject that states 
have grappled with over the years: Where is 
the line to disqualify someone from the voting 
booth because of a cognitive or developmental 
impairment?

The complaint by the Disability and Abuse 
Project argues that intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities, including conditions such 
as Down syndrome, are not automatic barriers 
to participating in elections. It seeks a sweep-
ing review of voting eligibility in Los Angeles 
County in such cases, arguing that thousands 
of people with those disabilities have lost the 
right to vote during the last decade.

“We want these past injustices to be correct-
ed, and we want the judges and court-appointed 
attorneys to protect, not violate, the rights of 
people with developmental disabilities,” Thom-
as F. Coleman, the group’s legal director, said .

At issue in the California case is access to the 
ballot box for adults who enter so-called limited 
conservatorships, legal arrangements in which 
parents or guardians assume the right to make 
certain decisions for people who lack the abil-
ity to manage their financial and medical af-

fairs. In the course of taking that step in court, 
voting rights are routinely voided, according to 
the advocacy group.

California has more than 40,000 such cases, 
and those covered by the arrangements usually 
live with their families or in group homes. A re-
cent sample of 61 cases by the advocacy group 
in Los Angeles County found that 90 percent 
of the people covered by limited conservator-
ships had been disqualified from voting.

The complaint says judges in Los Angeles 
Superior Court use literacy tests to determine 
if adults in limited conservatorships should 
have voting rights, a violation of the federal 
Voting Rights Act. It also says that judges and 
court-appointed attorneys violate federal laws 
that allow people with disabilities to have as-
sistance to complete voter-registration forms 
and cast ballots.

“Autism is a broad spectrum, and there can 
be low skills and there can be high skills,” 
Teresa Thompson, whose son has autism and 
whose case helped prompt the complaint, said 
in a videotaped statement. “But what I ob-

served was that people tend to just dismiss it as 
though they have no skills.”

Los Angeles Superior Court spokeswoman 
Mary Eckhardt Hearn said she had not seen 
the complaint and declined comment.

The complaint could trigger an investiga-
tion by the Justice Department. It also asks 
Superior Court to rescind thousands of voter-
disqualification notices it has issued in those 
cases over a decade.

For years, advocates brought attention to the 
obstacles to voting faced by the physically dis-
abled. More recently, the focus has shifted to 
the mentally or developmentally disabled, who 
advocates say have long been stigmatized in 
the voting process.

 All but about a dozen states have some type 
of law limiting voting rights for individuals 
based on competence. How those laws are en-
forced varies widely, advocates say.

A 2007 report for the American Bar Asso-
ciation concluded that “excluding the broad 
and indefinite category of persons with men-
tal incapacities is not consistent with either the 
constitutional right to vote ... or the current un-
derstanding of mental capacity.”

The California complaint could create a 
testing ground for such cases. State election 
law says a person is considered mentally in-
competent and disqualified from voting if he 
or she cannot complete a voter-registration 
form, which the complaint argues is an illegal 
literacy test.

“There is this constant struggle to make sure 
everyone can vote privately and independently, 
regardless of disability,” said Curtis Decker, 
executive director of the National Disability 
Rights Network. 

All but about a dozen 
states have some type of 
law limiting voting rights 
for individuals based on 
competence. How those 
laws are enforced varies 
widely, advocates say.

Dems seek
Hobby Lobby
remedy law

 The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Congressio-
nal Democrats vowed Wednesday
to bypass the Supreme Court deci-
sion in the Hobby Lobby case, un-
veiling new legislation that would
require all employers to pay for 
contraception as part of the health
care mandates included in the Af-
fordable Care Act.

The legislation comes a week
after the high court ruled that
many private companies — in-
cluding plaintiff Hobby Lobby
craft stores — were within their
rights to seek an exemption from
the contraception mandate if they 
cite a religious objection to provid-
ing health plans that include some
kinds of birth control.

The ruling outraged Democrats
and women’s groups, who vowed
to seek legislation that would 
require all employers to cover
contraception.

 The legislation, being intro-
duced by Democrats in both the 
Senate and the House, would re-
quire all employers to abide by the
contraception mandate included 
in the Affordable Care Act — even 
if they claim religious objections.
 It would  include an exemption for 
houses of worship and an accom-
modation for religious nonprofits. 
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 Drama series
  “Breaking Bad” (AMC) 
  “Downton Abbey” (PBS)
  “Game of Thrones” (HBO)
  “House of Cards” (Netflix)
  “Mad Men” (AMC)
  “True Detective” (HBO)
Comedy series
  “The Big Bang Theory” (CBS)
  “Louie” (FX)
  “Modern Family” (ABC)
  “Orange is the New Black” (Netflix)
  “Silicon Valley” (HBO)
  “Veep” (HBO)
Miniseries
  “American Horror Story: Coven” (FX)
  “Bonnie and Clyde” (A&E)
  “Fargo” (FX)
  “Luther” (BBC America)
  “Treme” (HBO)
  “The White Queen” (BBC America)

 Actor in a drama
  Bryan Cranston (“Breaking Bad”)
  Jeff Daniels (“The Newsroom”)
  Jon Hamm (“Mad Men”) 
  Woody Harrelson (“True Detective”)
  Matthew McConaughey (“True Detective”)
  Kevin Spacey (“House of Cards”)
Actress in a drama
  Lizzy Caplan (“Masters of Sex”)
  Claire Danes (“Homeland”)
  Michelle Dockery (“Downton Abbey”)
  Julianna Margulies (“The Good Wife”)
  Kerry Washington (“Scandal”)
  Robin Wright (“House of Cards”)
Actor in a comedy
 Louis C.K. (“Louie”)
 Don Cheadle (“House of Lies”)
 Ricky Gervais (“Derek”)
 Matt LeBlanc (“Episodes”)
 William H. Macy (“Shameless”)
 Jim Parsons (“The Big Bang Theory”)
Actress in a comedy
  Lena Dunham (“Girls”)
  Edie Falco (“Nurse Jackie”)
  Julia Louis-Dreyfus (“Veep”)
  Melissa McCarthy (“Mike & Molly”)
  Amy Poehler (“Parks and Recreation”)
  Taylor Schilling (“Orange is the New Black”)
Actor in a miniseries or a movie
  Chiwetel Ejiofor (“Dancing on the Edge”)
  Martin Freeman (“Fargo”)
  Billy Bob Thornton (“Fargo)”
  Idris Elba (“Luther”)
  Mark Ruffalo (“The Normal Heart”)
  Benedict Cumberbatch (“Sherlock: His Last Vow”)
Actress in a miniseries or a movie
  Jessica Lange (“American Horror Story: Coven”)
  Sarah Paulson (“American Horror Story: Coven”)
  Helena Bonham Carter (“Burton and Taylor”)

  Minnie Driver (“Return to Zero”)
  Kristen Wiig (“The Spoils of Babylon”)
  Cicely Tyson (“The Trip to Bountiful”)
Reality-Competition program
  “The Amazing Race” (CBS)
  “Dancing with the Stars” (ABC)
  “Project Runway” (Lifetime)
  “So You Think You Can Dance” (FOX)
  “Top Chef” (Bravo)
  “The Voice” (NBC)
Variety Series
  “The Colbert Report” (Comedy Central)
  “The Daily Show with Jon Stewart” (Comedy 
Central)
  “Jimmy Kimmel Live” (ABC)
  “Real Time with Bill Maher” (HBO)
  “Saturday Night Live” (NBC)
  “The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon” (NBC)

 — Los Angeles Times
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FACES
Bieber pleads
no contest in case

 After pleading no contest
Wednesday to throwing eggs at
his former neighbor’s home in
Calabasas, Calif., Justin Bieber is
“glad to get this matter resolved 
and behind him,” a representa-
tive said.

Under a plea deal reached with 
the Los Angeles County district
attorney’s office, the pop star
pleaded no contest to misdemean-
or vandalism in the incident and
was ordered to pay $80,900 in res-
titution. Authorities said the dam-
age totaled $20,000, which could
have qualified him for a felony.

Outside court, prosecutor Alan 
Yochelson described Bieber’s
behavior in the incident as “ex-
tremely immature.”

Bieber, who did not appear in 
court, also was ordered to serve
two years’ probation, complete a
12-week anger-management pro-
gram and five days of community
service and stay away from his for-
mer neighbor, Jeffrey Schwartz,
and his family for two years.

The restitution amount was
ordered after Yochelson said
Schwartz and his family spent a
large amount of money to repair
their “dream home.”

Bieber was charged earlier
Wednesday on the misdemeanor
vandalism count after he threw 
eggs at the home on Jan. 9.

His attorney, Shawn Holley, de-
clined to comment about the plea 
deal. But a representative issued 
a statement Wednesday evening
saying Bieber was “glad to get 
this matter resolved and behind
him. He will continue to move
forward focusing on his career
and his music.”

Lifetime orders ‘Clan
of the Cave Bear’ pilot

 The Lifetime TV channel says
it has ordered a drama pilot based
on the best-selling works of the
author of “The Clan of the Cave
Bear.” Lifetime said Wednesday 
that the project’s executive pro-
ducers include filmmakers Ron 
Howard and Brian Grazer.

The pilot is titled “The Clan of
the Cave Bear.”  Lifetime says the
TV project is aimed at a potential
2015 launch . 
From wire reports

 BY LYNN ELBER

The Associated Press

 The fantasy saga “Game 
of Thrones,” defying the 
Emmy Awards’ grudg-
ing respect for genre 

fare, emerged as the leader in the 
nominations announced Thursday 
with 19 bids, including best drama 
series.

Other top nominees included 
a pair of ambitious miniseries, 
“Fargo,” with 18 bids, and “Ameri-
can Horror Story: Coven,” with 17. 
The AIDS drama “The Normal 
Heart” received 16 nominations, 
including best TV movie. The meth 
kingpin drama “Breaking Bad” got 
16 bids for its final season .

The 66th Primetime Emmy 
Awards ceremony will have big-
screen star power to spare. This 
year’s Academy Awards best-actor 
winner Matthew McConaughey 
(“Dallas Buyers Club”) and nomi-
nee Chiwetel Ejiofor (“12 Years a 
Slave”) are both nominees for TV 
projects, as is past Oscar winner 
Julia Roberts.

In the competitive best-drama 
series category, “Game of Thrones” 
will compete with “Breaking 
Bad,” “Downton Abbey,” “House 
of Cards,” “Mad Men” and “True 
Detective.”

Whether “Game of Thrones” 
can take home the top trophy is 
another question: Only one genre 
series, “Lost,” has ever captured it, 
according to Tom O’Neil, author of 
“The Emmys” and organizer of the 
Gold Derby awards site.

Netflix’s “House of Cards,” which 
made a breakthrough last year as 
the first online series nominated 
for a major award, has the chance 
again to grab Emmy gold. “Orange 
is the New Black,” also from Net-

flix, leaped that 
barrier on the 
flip side this time 
around with a bid 
for best comedy 
series, along with 
a nod for star Taylor 
Schilling.

Also competing for best 
comedy honors are “The Big 
Bang Theory,” “Louie,” “Sili-
con Valley,” “Veep” and “Modern 
Family,” a four-time winner that 
has the chance to tie “Frasier” as 
the all-time winning sitcom with 
one more award.

“Orange is the New Black,” a 
prison-set hybrid dramedy, could 
have been entered in either the 
drama or comedy category, and the 
decision to go for the latter paid off.  

Another category-buster is “True 
Detective,” the  drama that starred 
McConaughey . It was entered in 
the series category although it had 
a close-ended story and its stars 
have indicated they don’t plan 
on returning. But the crime 
anthology qualifies as a 
series because of the “cre-
ated by” credit given to Nic 
Pizzolatto by the Writers 
Guild of America, said 
John Leverence, the TV 
academy’s senior vice 
president for awards .

SHIZUO KAMBAYASHI/AP

Godzilla in Japan
Actor Ken Watanabe poses for 
photographers at the Tokyo 
premiere of his movie “Godzilla” 
on July 10.  The movie, which 
opened in the U.S. in May and 
has already made more than 
$488 million globally, opens in 
Japan on July 25.  

HBO/AP

 “Game of Thrones”  was nominat-
ed for a best drama Emmy. 

‘Game of Thrones’ plays to win

The awards
 The 66th Primetime Emmy 
Awards will be Aug. 25. Seth 
Myers will host the event.

‘I’m crazy grateful that the TV 
Academy has acknowledged 
our show in these ways.’

Kerry Washington
Nominee for actress in a drama. Co-stars Joe 

Morton and Kate Burton were also nominated.

‘This list of nominees 
[for comedy actress] would 
also be the list for the best 
dinner party in history.’ 

Lena Dunham
Emmy nominee for actress in a comedy 

 Select nominees for the Emmy Awards

 FOX/AP

Fantasy series earns leading  19 Emmy nods

Full list of nominees at emmys.com
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FAITH

 BY DAVID BURGE

El Paso (Texas) Times

FORT BLISS, Texas  

She is known simply as the “chaplain 
with the dog” to the many soldiers 
she has served with at Fort Bliss and 
Afghanistan and even to the people 

she meets in the El Paso community.
Chaplain Maj. Karen Hallett has a side-

kick she is seen almost everywhere with 
— her dog, Sgt. Zoe, a psychiatric service 
dog who is trained to help people dealing 
with post-traumatic stress.

Hallett, 49, from Vernon, N.J., has had 
Sgt. Zoe since February 2012 and uses her 
as a way to break down barriers and pro-
vide additional support to the soldiers in 
her unit and around the Army.

Her dog can often be seen in the door-
way of her office at West Fort Bliss, beck-
oning visitors.

“Here is how it works,” Hallett said. 
“Someone comes by. Zoe is laying out in 
the hallway. She’s cute. They stop. They pet 
her. I have a chance to say, ‘Hey, how are 
you doing? What’s going on?’

“Very often, they will come in and 
sit down and talk about whatever. It 
opens a door that wouldn’t be open to me 
normally.

“I almost can’t get work done in my of-
fice, which is what we want as a chaplain,” 
she told the El Paso Times . “We want peo-
ple to stop by.”

Hallett, a nondenominational Christian 
chaplain, has been the brigade chaplain 
for 402nd Field Artillery Brigade, First 
Army, Division West at Fort Bliss since 

April 2013.
Before that, she served as the brigade 

chaplain for the 411th Engineer Brigade, a 
reserve unit out of New York state. While 

with the 411th, she de-
ployed to Afghanistan 
and brought the dog 
with her.

Zoe, an adorable 
black Labrador, was 
a huge hit with the 
troops in Afghanistan 
— at Bagram Airfield 
and anywhere else the 
pair traveled.

“It was a phenom-
enal experience,” 
Hallett said. “I can’t 
tell you the number of 
ways she impacted my 
ministry there. I would 
literally get calls and 
emails from people: 
‘Are you the chaplain 
with the dog and can 
you come over to our 
unit?’ ”

Hallett said she has 
hundreds of stories 
of how Sgt. Zoe has 
helped reach soldiers.

As an example, they were flying back 
to Bagram in Afghanistan and the flight 
crew for the airplane they were on wanted 
a photo with the dog when they landed.

“The pilot is standing there and we’re 
chatting,” Hallett said. “Everyone has got-
ten off the plane. That couple of minutes 
turned into a two-hour counseling for the 
pilot who was devastated because his mar-

riage was falling apart.”
If not for her dog, she would have never 

had the chance to break the ice with that 
pilot who needed her help, Hallett said.

At Fort Bliss, Hallett is responsible for 
providing religious support to about 400 
soldiers and their families who are part 
of the 402nd Field Artillery Brigade. The 
brigade runs the Mobilization Training 
Center at Fort Bliss and is responsible for 
training National Guard and Reservists 
before they deploy. 

The brigade also does the in-processing 
work for these troops when they return 
from deployments. Counting those soldiers, 
Hallett can be responsible for the spiritual 
needs of up to 4,000 troops, depending on 
the time of year.

Chaplain Lt. Col. Karen Meeker, the 1st 
Armored Division chaplain at Fort Bliss, 
said the installation is blessed to have both 
Hallett and Sgt. Zoe.

“Zoe, a constant companion by the side 
of Chaplain Hallett, expresses the love 
and care of God for soldiers,” Meeker said. 
“There is nothing like the loyalty and af-
fection of a friendly dog like Zoe to make 
anybody feel a little better.”

Hallett got the idea for incorporating a 
dog into her ministry during her first de-
ployment to Afghanistan in 2010-11 when 
she went as a chaplain in support of the 
101st Airborne Division “Air Assault.”

Bagram Airfield had a detachment of 
mine dogs that would be brought out for 
base functions like fun runs, Hallett said. 
She saw how the soldiers, who were so far 
away from their families, flocked to the 
dogs.

That gave her the inspiration to bring 

a dog with her when she returned to Af-
ghanistan with her next unit, the 411th En-
gineer Brigade.

Her brigade commander then, Brig. 
Gen. David Weeks, told her that whatever
she felt she needed for the deployment, to
go and get it.

So Hallett contacted Puppies Behind
Bars, a nonprofit organization out of New
York City, which uses inmates to train psy-
chiatric service dogs.

Puppies Behind Bars gave Hallett a dog
to take to Afghanistan and incorporate into
her ministry. “They thought it was a great
idea for a chaplain to have a dog,” she said.

Hallett has a different background than 
many Army chaplains. She is a 1988 grad-
uate of the U.S. Military Academy and
served as a commissioned ordnance of-
ficer from 1988 to 1992. She then left the 
Army and took what she described as an
“18-year corporate break.”

During that time, she ran her own busi-
ness, building and managing cellphone
towers. She was also involved as a minister
at various churches including being an as-
sociate pastor from 1998 to 2006 at Glen-
wood Baptist Church in New Jersey. She
then went to seminary and graduated from 
Bethel Seminary in St. Paul, Minn., with a
master of divinity in 2008. 

She commissioned into the Chaplain
Corps in 2009 and began her second stint
in the Army.

“Being an Army chaplain is a good fit
for me,” Hallett said. “I’m a very hands-
on minister. I just can’t stand church
committees. 

“For me, being active in the Army was a 
much better way to go.” 

MARYJANE FALEFA PORTER/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Lt. Gen. Jeffrey W. Talley, commander of U.S. Army Reserve Command, thanks Sgt. Zoe, a support dog, for his service in support of Operation Enduring Freedom in New 
Windsor, N.Y., on Feb. 9. Zoe is accompanied by Chaplain Karen Hallett. 

The chaplain with the dog
From Afghanistan to Texas, Maj. Karen Hallet puts a canine in service to forming bonds

‘ There is 
nothing 
like the 
loyalty and 
affection 
of a 
friendly 
dog like 
Zoe to 
make 
anybody 
feel a little 
better. ’

Chaplain (Lt. 
Col.) Karen 

Meeker
1st Armored 

Division
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Friday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Tex 95 72 PCldy
Akron, Ohio 80 57 Clr
Albany,N.Y. 85 57 Clr
Albuquerque 92 69 PCldy
Allentown, Pa. 85 61 PCldy
Amarillo 92 67 PCldy
Anchorage 65 54 Rain
Asheville 82 61 PCldy
Atlanta 89 71 Cldy
Atlantic City 84 66 Cldy
Austin 95 72 Cldy
Baltimore 85 69 PCldy
Baton Rouge 92 73 PCldy
Billings 87 60 PCldy
Birmingham 90 70 PCldy
Bismarck 83 63 Clr
Boise 97 67 PCldy
Boston 80 65 PCldy
Bridgeport 83 65 PCldy
Brownsville 91 78 Cldy
Buffalo 78 56 Clr
Burlington,Vt. 79 53 Clr
Caribou,Maine 78 50 Clr
Casper 85 56 PCldy
Charleston,S.C. 90 74 Cldy
Charleston,W.Va. 86 59 Clr
Charlotte,N.C. 87 70 Cldy

Chattanooga 89 67 PCldy
Cheyenne 80 58 Cldy
Chicago 80 62 Cldy
Cincinnati 83 61 PCldy
Cleveland 78 58 Clr
Colorado Springs 88 62 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 91 71 Cldy
Columbus,Ga. 92 72 Cldy
Columbus,Ohio 82 59 Clr
Concord,N.H. 81 52 PCldy
Corpus Christi 93 78 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 99 79 PCldy
Dayton 81 58 Clr
Daytona Beach 88 76 PCldy
Denver 90 63 PCldy
Des Moines 84 66 Cldy
Detroit 80 60 Clr
Duluth 73 59 Rain
El Paso 96 75 PCldy
Elkins 82 55 PCldy
Erie 77 57 Clr
Eugene 87 56 Cldy
Evansville 86 61 PCldy
Fairbanks 76 56 Cldy
Fargo 85 63 PCldy
Flagstaff 80 53 Cldy
Flint 81 54 Clr
Fort Smith 94 73 Clr

Fort Wayne 81 58 Clr
Fresno 97 67 Clr
Goodland 94 65 PCldy
Grand Junction 92 67 Cldy
Grand Rapids 80 58 Clr
Great Falls 84 56 PCldy
Green Bay 78 58 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 86 66 Cldy
Harrisburg 85 63 PCldy
Hartford Spgfld 85 64 PCldy
Helena 88 57 PCldy
Honolulu 88 75 Clr
Houston 95 76 PCldy
Huntsville 91 67 PCldy
Indianapolis 83 61 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 95 68 PCldy
Jacksonville 91 74 Rain
Juneau 70 48 Cldy
Kansas City 91 71 Cldy
Key West 91 82 PCldy
Knoxville 88 66 PCldy
Lake Charles 92 75 PCldy
Lansing 79 56 PCldy
Las Vegas 104 83 PCldy
Lexington 86 63 Clr
Lincoln 90 70 PCldy
Little Rock 93 72 Cldy
Los Angeles 82 68 PCldy

Louisville 88 65 Clr
Lubbock 92 67 Clr
Macon 91 70 Cldy
Madison 77 61 Cldy
Medford 93 68 PCldy
Memphis 91 70 PCldy
Miami Beach 88 78 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 91 71 PCldy
Milwaukee 75 59 Cldy
Mpls-St Paul 78 67 Rain
Missoula 91 53 Clr
Mobile 92 72 Cldy
Montgomery 94 71 PCldy
Nashville 90 66 Clr
New Orleans 91 76 PCldy
New York City 85 69 PCldy
Newark 85 68 PCldy
Norfolk,Va. 85 72 Cldy
North Platte 88 66 Cldy
Oklahoma City 98 73 PCldy
Omaha 86 69 Cldy
Orlando 91 75 Cldy
Paducah 88 63 PCldy
Pendleton 96 60 Clr
Peoria 80 62 Cldy
Philadelphia 87 68 PCldy
Phoenix 106 86 Clr
Pittsburgh 82 59 Clr

Pocatello 92 59 Cldy
Portland,Maine 77 55 Clr
Portland,Ore. 91 60 Cldy
Providence 82 66 PCldy
Pueblo 95 64 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 86 69 Cldy
Rapid City 86 64 PCldy
Reno 92 65 Clr
Richmond 86 69 Cldy
Roanoke 84 64 PCldy
Rochester 78 53 Clr
Rockford 78 60 Cldy
Sacramento 87 59 Clr
St Louis 85 68 Cldy
St Petersburg 90 79 Rain
St Thomas 91 80 Clr
Salem,Ore. 92 59 Cldy
Salt Lake City 94 71 Cldy
San Angelo 95 70 PCldy
San Antonio 95 74 Cldy
San Diego 76 67 PCldy
San Francisco 71 57 Cldy
San Jose 78 58 Clr
Santa Fe 90 60 Cldy
St Ste Marie 74 49 PCldy
Savannah 91 74 Cldy
Seattle 87 60 Clr
Shreveport 95 74 PCldy

Sioux City 85 69 Cldy
Sioux Falls 85 67 Cldy
South Bend 80 57 PCldy
Spokane 93 61 Clr
Springfield,Ill 80 63 Cldy
Springfield,Mo 89 69 Cldy
Syracuse 80 52 Clr
Tallahassee 94 73 Rain
Tampa 91 77 Rain
Toledo 81 56 Clr
Topeka 96 73 PCldy
Tucson 99 79 PCldy
Tulsa 97 75 Clr
Tupelo 92 68 PCldy
Waco 97 74 PCldy
Washington 86 69 Cldy
W. Palm Beach 87 77 PCldy
Wichita 96 72 Clr
Wichita Falls 100 75 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 83 56 Clr
Wilmington,Del. 87 66 PCldy
Yakima 96 62 Clr
Youngstown 80 54 Clr

National temperature extremes
Hi: Wed., 119, Death Valley, Calif. 
Lo: Wed., 29, Chemult, Ore.

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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FRIDAY IN EUROPE
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The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (July 11) ..........................$1.3990
Dollar buys (July 11) .........................€0.7148
British pound (July 11) ......................... $1.75
Japanese yen (July 11) .........................99.00
South Korean won (July 11).............. 987.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3771
British pound ....................... $1.7122/0.5841
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.0670
China (Yuan) ........................................6.2066
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.4822
Egypt (Pound) ...................................... 7.1515
Euro ........................................ $1.3600/0.7353
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7501
Hungary (Forint) .................................228.30
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4300
Japan (Yen) ........................................... 101.22
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2824
Norway (Krone) ...................................6.1673
Philippines (Peso).................................43.43
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.05
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7506
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2426
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,015.95
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.8927
Thailand (Baht) ..................................... 32.18
Turkey (New Lira) ...............................2.1285
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.09
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.03
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.38

Recipe for sales: Add fiber, cinnamon 
 BY CANDICE CHOI
The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — General Mills 
hopes a pinch of cinnamon and a 
dash of fiber will be a recipe for 
stronger sales.

The Minneapolis-based com-
pany is doing things like adding 
more cinnamon to its Cinnamon 
Toast Crunch cereal and rolling 
out fiber-packed “better for you” 
cookies to boost the performance 
of its brands, which include Pills-
bury dough, Betty Crocker bak-

ing mixes and Progresso soups.
General Mills executives sat 

down with The Associated Press 
this week to discuss those and 
other ways the company is trying 
to  boost sales, which were essen-
tially flat in the  last fiscal year.

The company, which last month 
announced a cost-cutting plan 
that will include a review of its 
manufacturing plants, is working 
to adapt its offerings as it grapples 
with the changing eating habits of 
Americans.

The surging popularity of 
Greek yogurt in recent years, 
for instance, blindsided the com-
pany’s Yoplait yogurts. And the 
move toward foods that people 
think are fresher has hurt Ham-
burger Helper, which last year 
was renamed “Helper” in a nod 
to people who prefer chicken.

 General Mills is entering the 
cookie aisle for the first time 
with a “better-for-you” cookie. 
Its new Fiber One cookie has 5 
grams of fiber and 120 calories. A 

Pepperidge Farm chocolate chip 
cookie, by contrast, has no fiber 
and 140 calories.

 General Mills also is adding 
more cinnamon to Cinnamon 
Toast Crunch cereal and refor-
mulating Trix cereal to make  it 
taste fruitier. The tweaks will be 
broadcast in TV ads this summer.

“What consumers often need is 
a reminder to come back and try 
brands they’ve always loved,” said 
Sean O’Grady, senior vice presi-
dent of sales at General Mills. 

BUSINESS/WEATHER

* Diesel EFD    ** Midgrade
For the week of July 11-17

EUROPE GAS PRICES PACIFIC GAS PRICES
Country Super E10 Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Germany $3.981 $4.152 $4.318 $4.216
Change in price -2.6 cents -2.3 cents -2.1 cents -0.7 cents

Netherlands -- $5.110 $5.405 $5.113
Change in price -- -7.1 cents -7.2 cents -11.2 cents

U.K. -- $4.206 $4.288 $4.186
Change in price -- -4.1 cents -2.1 cents -0.7 cents

Azores -- -- $4.264 --
Change in price -- -- -2.1 cents --

Belgium -- $4.188 $4.396 $4.343
Change in price -- no change no change no change

Turkey -- -- $4.682 $5.042*
Change in price -- -- +0.8 cents +7.3 cents

Italy $4.088 -- -- $4.201
Change in price no change -- -- no change

Country Unleaded Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Japan -- $3.839 -- $3.899
Change in price -- -2.0 cents -- -1.0 cents

Okinawa $3.689 -- -- $3.899
Change in price no change -- -- -1.0 cents

South Korea $3.809 -- $4.139 $4.039
Change in price -2.0 cents -- -2.0 cents -1.0 cents

Guam $3.789** $3.969 $4.129 --
Change in price -3.0 cents -2.0 cents -2.0 cents --
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Men really need to stop calling women crazy
 BY HARRIS O’MALLEY

AUSTIN, Texas

A thought experiment: Imagine 
how people might react if Taylor 
Swift released an album made up 
entirely of songs about wishing 

she could get back together with one of her 
exes.

We’d hear things like: “She can’t let go. 
She’s clingy. She’s irrational. She’s crazy.” 
Men would have a field day comparing her 
to their own “crazy” exes.

Yet when Robin Thicke released “Paula” 
— a plea for reconciliation with his ex-wife 
Paula Patton disguised as an LP — he was 
called incoherent, obsessed, heartfelt and, 
in particular, creepy.

But you didn’t hear men calling him 
“crazy” — even though he used it as the 
title of one of tracks.

No, “crazy” is typically held in reserve 
for women’s behavior. Men might be ob-
sessed, driven, confused or upset. But we 
don’t get called “crazy” — at least not the 
way men reflexively label women as such.

“Crazy” is one of the five deadly words 
guys use to shame women into compli-
ance. The others: Fat. Ugly. Slutty. Bitchy. 
They sum up the supposedly worst things 
a woman can be.

“Crazy” is such a convenient word for 
men, perpetuating our sense of superior-
ity. Men are logical; women are emotional. 
Emotion is the antithesis of logic. When 
women are too emotional, we say they are 
being irrational. Crazy. Wrong.

Women hear it all the time from men. 

“You’re overreacting,” we tell them. “Don’t 
worry about it so much, you’re over-think-
ing it.” “Don’t be so sensitive.” “Don’t be 
crazy.” It’s a form of gaslighting — telling 
women that their feelings are just wrong, 
that they don’t have the right to feel the 
way that they do. Minimizing somebody 
else’s feelings is a way of controlling them. 
If they no longer trust their own feelings 
and instincts, they come to rely on some-
one else to tell them how they’re supposed 
to feel.

Small wonder that abusers love to use 
this c-word. It’s a way of delegitimizing a 
woman’s authority over her own life.

Most men (#notallmen, #irony) aren’t 
abusers, but far too many of us reflexively 
call women crazy without thinking about 
it. We talk about how “crazy girl sex” is 
the best sex while we also warn men “don’t 
stick it in the crazy.” “How I Met Your 
Mother” warned us to watch out for “the 
crazy eyes” and how to process women on 
the “Crazy/Hot” scale. When we talk about 
why we broke up with our exes, we say, 
“She got crazy,” and our guy friends nod 
sagely, as if that explains everything.

Except what we’re really saying is: “She 
was upset, and I didn’t want her to be.”

Many men are socialized to be discon-
nected from our emotions — the only 
manly feelings we’re supposed to show are 
stoic silence or anger. We’re taught that to 
be emotional is to be feminine. As a result, 
we barely have a handle on our own emo-
tions — meaning that we’re especially ill-
equipped at dealing with someone else’s.

That’s where “crazy” comes in. It’s the 

all-purpose argument ender. Your girl-
friend is upset that you didn’t call when
you were going to be late? She’s being ir-
rational. She wants you to spend time with 
her instead of out with the guys again? She’s 
being clingy. Your wife doesn’t like the long 
hours you’re spending with your attractive
co-worker? She’s being oversensitive.

As soon as the “crazy” card is in play, 
women are put on the defensive. It derails 
the discussion from what she’s saying to
how she’s saying it. We insist that some-
one can’t be emotional and rational at the 
same time, so she has to prove that she’s
not being irrational. Anything she says to 
the contrary can just be used as evidence
against her.

More often than not, I suspect, most men
don’t realize what we’re saying when we 
call a woman crazy. Not only does it stig-
matize people who have legitimate mental
health issues, but it tells women that they
don’t understand their own emotions, that
their very real concerns and issues are sec-
ondary to men’s comfort. And it absolves
men from having to take responsibility for 
how we make others feel.

In the professional world, we’ve had
debates over labels like “bossy” and 
“brusque,” so often used to describe 
women, not men. In our interpersonal rela-
tionships and conversations, “crazy” is the
adjective that needs to go.
Harris O’Malley is a dating coach who pro-
vides geek dating advice at his blog Paging Dr. 
NerdLove, the Dr. NerdLove podcast and The Good 
Men Project.  This column first appeared in The 
Washington Post.
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I watched Israeli police beat my cousin
 BY TAMARA ESSAYYAD

WASHINGTON

The scene opens with two masked 
men kneeling over what looks like 
a rice sack, one man holding it 
down, the other man repeatedly 

raising his right fist and pounding it. The 
fisted man stands up, giving us a clearer 
view, and begins stomping on the figure. 
Then it moves and we see a head and small 
body writhe in pain. The rice sack is a per-
son. Long after the figure goes limp, the 
men continue the assault.

The unmoving rice sack was my cousin, 
15-year-old Palestinian-American Tarek 
Abu Khdeir, from Tampa, Fla. The two 
masked men are Israeli police officers.

Videos and pictures of Tarek hit inter-
national mainstream and social media 
within hours — perhaps because he is 
tied to the brutal revenge kidnapping and 
murder of his cousin, 16-year-old Moham-
mad Abu Khdeir, or perhaps because he is 
an American. Tarek’s family, who live in 
communities across the United States and 
in Jerusalem, was lucky. Calls from jour-
nalists (about what high school he goes to 
and what his hobbies are) helped get him 
released from an Israeli jail and sent to a 
hospital.

The problem is that Tarek is not alone. 
This week’s violent attacks on two teenage 
boys, and an entire Jerusalem village, are 
not outliers. This is how Israeli security 
forces work, both inside and outside the 
Palestinian Territory.

State-sanctioned Israeli brutality toward 
local Palestinian populations is a regular 
occurrence in Israel and the West Bank. 
As a result of the disappearance of three 
Israeli teens hitchhiking in the West Bank 
(they were later murdered), Israel’s re-
sponse was to kill six Palestinians, arrest 
some 700, invade 1,600 homes, schools and 

businesses and bomb more than 30 sites.
Though the Israeli authorities, with 

security coordination from the Palestin-
ian Authority, had rampaged through the 
West Bank in search of suspects, rhetoric 
still oozed from Israeli government state-
ments and calls for revenge flooded social 
media. Those calls for unencumbered vio-
lence sent a clear message to settlers and 
other Israelis who called for “Death to the 
Arabs” that lynch mobs targeting Pales-
tinians were and are acceptable. Message 
received: One group kidnapped a teenage 
Palestinian boy, beat him to within an inch 
of death and then set his body on fire.

If you drive through Palestinian neigh-
borhoods of occupied Jerusalem today, 
Arabic graffiti covers the walls warning 
against Israeli attacks: “Beware of child 
kidnappers.” “Hide your children.” From 
family reports, many of the individuals 
sent to the hospital or arrested as a result 
of funeral processions for Mohammad 
were under age 18. And now there’s the 
video of Tarek’s 15-year-old limp body 
being dragged away by grown men, hiding 
their faces behind a mask for (one can only 
hope) shame of being identified.

Is one child’s life more valuable in the 
eyes of humanity than another’s? Accord-
ing to the statistics and the silence of the 
international community (including and 
especially the United States), the ongoing 
and systematic attacks, night raids and ar-
bitrary arrest of Palestinian children indi-
cate the answer is yes.

Defense for Children International-Pal-
estine, a children’s rights organization
that documents and reports human rights 
violations against children worldwide, has 
documented the killing of more than 1,400 
Palestinian children by Israeli soldiers
and settlers since 2000. That translates to
the killing of one Palestinian child at the 
hands of Israelis every three days for the
past 13 years. In addition, there are 214
children in Israeli detention, 32 of whom
are between 12 and 15. Human rights
groups estimate that in the past five years,
some 2,500 Palestinian children have been
detained by Israel, some as young as 5 .

Imagine sending your son or daughter to 
the corner store, only to have him or her
hunted by violent fundamentalists system-
atically attacking a local ethnic population.
This is Trayvon Martin, en masse.

Israeli children are not subject to night
raids by masked men with automatic weap-
ons, nor are they required to always carry
documents attesting to their identity and
residency. There is no such thing as sepa-
rate but equal schools, neighborhoods or
roads — they are inherently separate and
unequal. The Palestinian child’s reality is
a gruesome one punctuated by constant
control by arbitrary Israeli directives and
the whims of teenage soldiers just out of
high school themselves.

Palestinian children are simply that 
— children — and are the only children in 
the world required to ensure the security
of their occupier. The U.S. government, the
provider of more than $3 billion in military
aid to Israel every year, should be more
assertive in standing up for the rights of 
those children.
Tamara Essayyad is a Palestinian-American 
attorney and policy commentator based in 
Washington. This column first appeared in The 
Washington Post. 

Palestinian children  are the 
only children in the world 
required to ensure the 
security of their occupier.
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OPINION
Friday, July 11, 2014

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates.

What newspapers
are saying at home

ARIEL SCHALIT/AP HATEM MOUSSA/AP

Left: Residents look at damage caused by a rocket fired by Palestinians from inside the Gaza Strip after it hit in Netivot, southern 
Israel, on Thursday .  Right: Palestinians inspect the rubble of a house after it was hit by an Israeli missile in Gaza City on Thursday . 

 Obama’s statesmanship deficit
Orange County (Calif.) Register
How the mighty have fallen. In a recent 

poll  by Quinnipiac University, a plurality of 
voters declared President Barack Obama 
the worst man to hold the highest office in 
the land since World War II.

That’s a decidedly ignominious distinc-
tion considering the failings — real or per-
ceived — of several of the presidents that 
preceded Obama.

George W. Bush steered the nation into 
two separate wars, producing nearly 5,300 
U.S. combat deaths in Afghanistan and 
Iraq and costing American taxpayers more 
than $4 trillion. Bill Clinton disgraced him-
self by having an adulterous affair with a 
White House intern young enough to be 
his daughter, which contributed to his dis-
honor of being the second president in U.S. 
history to be impeached. Jimmy Carter is 
remembered for his impotence in securing 
the release of 52 American diplomats and 
others held hostage 444 days by the Aya-
tollah Khomeini in Iran, and for presiding 
over the worst economy since the Great 
Depression. Richard Nixon was brought 
down by the Watergate scandal, becoming 
the only president to resign from office.

Yet none of those former presidents is 
held in as low esteem as the current occu-
pant of the Oval Office.

Indeed, 53 percent of those surveyed 
disapprove of Obama’s job performance; 
54 percent say his administration is incom-
petent in running the government, and a 45 
percent plurality said the county would be 
better off if Mitt Romney was in the White 
House.

So what explains the precipitous decline 
in the president’s standing? Well, we think 
it attributable in no small part to Obama’s 
almost complete lack of statesmanship.

Yes, we understand the president’s frus-
tration that his second-term agenda hasn’t 
gotten much traction on Capitol Hill, where 
the House is in the hands of Republicans. 
But it’s almost as if Obama expected the 
House GOP to rubber-stamp his proposals 
as House Democrats did during 2009-10, 
when they passed the so-called American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act and so-
called Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act with next to no Republican sup-
port. Now Obama finds he needs he needs 
the support of at least some members of the 
loyal opposition to get legislation passed — 
like immigration reform. But the president 
has not bargained with House Republican 
leaders.

Instead, he has tried to bend House 
Republicans to his will by demagoguing 
those who differ with him on such policies 
as climate change — as he did during his 
politicized University of California, Irvine 
commencement speech — and by threat-
ening to bypass the duly elected represen-
tatives of more than half the electorate by 
issuing executive orders and directives.

Bush, Clinton, Carter, Nixon and other of 
Obama’s predecessors may have left some 
presidential traits to be desired. But, argu-
ably, none were less statesmanlike than the 
nation’s current chief executive. 

 Jobs growth is encouraging
The (Memphis, Tenn.) 
Commercial Appeal

Unemployment in the United States fell 
in June to 6.1 percent from 6.3 percent in 
May, the lowest rate since the fall of 2008. 
That’s when financial giant Lehman Broth-
ers collapsed, taking with it in house-of-
cards fashion other Wall Street firms and a 

good chunk of the auto industry, along with 
a lot of other luckless companies.

That prompted an unprecedented gov-
ernment bailout that pumped billions of 
dollars into banks and businesses and con-
tinues even to this day, in much-diminished 
form, through the Federal Reserve’s bond 
buying program. Now, thanks to the robust 
economic recovery, that program may be 
nearing its end.

The economy added 288,000 jobs last 
month and 2.5 million jobs in the last 12, 
the fastest annual growth since 2006. 
According to The Associated Press, the 
200,000-plus monthly job gains over the 
past five months have been the best stretch 
since the 1990s tech boom — although we 
must hope this growth comes to a better 
ending than the subsequent tech bust.

Job gains were spread across the econo-
my — factories, retailers, financial firms, 
restaurants and bars all added substantial-
ly to their payrolls. And employment got 
a boost from another surprising quarter 
— government hiring, which began to tail 
off in 2007 and began shedding employees 
every year from 2009 to 2013. Public-sec-
tor hiring has increased by 54,000 jobs so 
far this year, good news for hollowed-out 
local and state governments. …

 There are two  anomalies that are per-
haps cause for worry. Wage growth has 
remained at an anemic 2 percent a year 
during the recovery, well below the histori-
cal average of 3.5 percent. The U.S. econo-
my depends heavily on consumer spending 
and 2 percent a year is not going to do much 
to help that . … The other anomaly is that 
workforce participation — the number of 
Americans working or actively looking for 
work — is stuck at a low of just over 62 per-
cent. The problem is no longer purely eco-
nomic; the jobs are there, and employers 
are hiring. It might be structural: workers 
stuck in the wrong place or with the wrong 
skills. Or it could be societal: older work-
ers who lost their jobs and are content to 
scrape along until retirement age and So-
cial Security or desperate workers who are 
willing to work off the books.

A booming economy solves all kinds of 
problems and ultimately these may be two 
of them. 

Must learn about al-Baghdadi 
Tampa (Fla.) Tribune

For years, it seemed that we all knew ev-
erything we needed to know about Osama 
bin Laden, including, importantly, what he 
looked like. We want to know what our foe 
looks like.

And, at least in simple terms, we under-
stood Osama’s goal was to punish the U.S. 
and other Westerners (and their values) 
for representing what he perceived as a 
threat to his religious, cultural and politi-
cal beliefs.

But until recently we knew next to noth-

ing about the man behind today’s most 
dangerous threat to global peace, Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of the Islam-
ic State . His organization claims to have 
recruited fighters from Britain, France, 
Germany and other European countries, 
as well as the United States, the Arab world 
and the Caucasus. This is no longer a local 
group with a grudge.

Al-Baghdadi, who last week called on all 
the world’s Muslims to pledge their alle-
giance to him, is not yet a household name. 
There are few photographs of him, so it 
was big news last weekend when a video 
purportedly showing him leading prayers 
in Mosul surfaced. Iraq security forces are 
analyzing the tapes.

Al-Baghdadi may be a shadowy figure. 
But given the way the Islamic State is de-
stroying everything in its path — every-
thing the U.S. and its allies tried, at such a 
high cost, to create in Iraq, namely a well-
functioning democracy with well-trained 
and disciplined security forces — surely 
his name should become as familiar as 
that of any previous international terrorist 
leader.  …

Al-Baghdadi preached and taught at 
various mosques and apparently led sev-
eral smaller militant groups before he was 
promoted to a more prominent role in the 
Islamic State , the Guardian reported.

And by now, while there remains a cer-
tain mystique surrounding him , as the 
Guardian notes, there is “no mystery about 
what [al-]Baghdadi wants.”

It is his belief that all Muslims should 
live under one Islamic state ruled by sha-
riah law, and he believes he made the first 
step toward that by declaring the creation 
of a caliphate spanning Syria and Iraq . …

In a very real sense, al-Baghdadi is a 
more dangerous threat to American and 
European security than even bin Laden 
was because, for all the evil he represent-
ed, bin Laden never ruled over a broad 
geographic area the way al-Baghdadi will 
if his merciless mission is not repelled . … 
We’d better get to know him a lot better 
than we do now. 

Iran’s hand in Gaza weapons 
The Wall Street Journal

More than 200 Palestinian rockets have 
descended on Israel in recent days, trig-
gering an Israeli counteroffensive . But as 
the drama plays out in the Gaza Strip and 
southern Israel, it’s worth noting the role 
Iran — now under new and allegedly mod-
erate leadership — has played in this latest 
spasm of violence.

In March, Israeli naval commandos in-
terdicted a Panamanian-flagged ship, the 
Klos C, off the Sudanese coast in the Red 
Sea. The ship’s cargo contained 40 M-302 
surface-to-surface rockets, 181 mortar 
shells and some 400,000 rounds of 7.62 
caliber ammunition — all concealed under 

bags of Iranian cement. The weapons were
almost certainly intended for Iran’s terror-
ist clients in Gaza.

Tehran denies any role in the shipment. 
But a recent classified report from the U.N.
Security Council’s Sanctions Committee 
effectively confirms it, and we’ve seen the
pertinent portions.  … The panel conclud-
ed: “The shipment of arms and related ma-
terial found aboard the Klos C is a violation
of Iran’s obligations under paragraph 5 of
resolution 1747,” referring to an embargo
on Iranian arms transfers imposed by the
Security Council in 2007 . …

The Obama administration and some of 
its European allies are openly contemplat-
ing a partnership with the Iranian regime
to help stabilize the Middle East and deter
groups like the Islamic State. The U.N. 
report is a fresh reminder, if one were
needed, that the Islamic Republic abets 
the very terrorism and instability it is now
being enlisted to stop. 

Killing children is a new low 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

The Israeli-Palestinian situation is ap-
proaching the point where the United 
States and other countries must ask how 
long can this destructive course continue
before intervention is needed.

Talks between the Israelis and Palestin-
ians were underway, launched by Presi-
dent Barack Obama in his first year in
office, then halted on the basis of different 
views on Israeli settlements in the occu-
pied West Bank. The talks were resumed
in his second term with a burst of energy
from new Secretary of State John Kerry,
then torpedoed again by the participants a 
few months ago . …

Things are getting really nasty now. 
Three Israeli teenagers, including one 
with dual U.S. citizenship, were kidnapped 
and murdered in the West Bank. Although 
the killers have yet to be caught or iden-
tified, some Israelis assume and Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu claims they 
were identified with Hamas. A Palestinian
teenager was subsequently captured and
burned alive, and three Israeli suspects
confessed to the crime on Monday. Netan-
yahu has promised they will face “the full-
est extent of the law.”

The killings of the Israeli and Palestin-
ian teenagers has been followed by, most
recently, 20 rocket attacks on Israel from 
Gaza, and Israeli airstrikes on  Gaza .

Matters are at a sorry state when two
groups are reduced to killing each other’s
children . …

For now, Washington is deploring the 
killing, but not stepping up an effort to 
relaunch the talks. The risk is that the
situation will deteriorate into a third inti-
fada, extended violent street confrontation 
between the Israelis and Palestinians, as
began in 1987 and 2000. 
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Pro basketball

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 13 5 .722 —
Indiana 9 10 .474 4½
Connecticut 9 11 .450 5
Chicago 8 11 .421 5½
Washington 8 12 .400 6
New York 7 12 .368 6½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
Phoenix 14 3 .824 —
Minnesota 14 6 .700 1½
San Antonio 11 9 .550 4½
Los Angeles 7 11 .389 7½
Seattle 8 13 .381 8
Tulsa 7 12 .368 8

Tuesday’s games
Atlanta 83, Connecticut 71
Indiana 78, Tulsa 76
Minnesota 83, Los Angeles 72

Wednesday’s games
Washington 72, Chicago 65
Phoenix 78, Seattle 58
San Antonio 80, New York 66

Thursday’s games
Connecticut at Indiana
Minnesota at Tulsa

Friday’s games
Los Angeles at New York
Seattle at San Antonio
Phoenix at Chicago

Pro soccer

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L T Pts GF GA
D.C. 8 5 4 28 24 18
Sporting KC 7 5 5 26 23 15
New England 7 7 2 23 23 23
Toronto FC 6 5 3 21 19 18
New York 4 5 8 20 26 26
Columbus 4 5 8 20 19 19
Houston 5 10 3 18 18 34
Philadelphia 4 8 6 18 26 30
Chicago 2 4 10 16 24 27
Montreal 3 8 5 14 16 27

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 11 4 2 35 33 24
Real Salt Lake 7 3 7 28 27 23
Colorado 7 5 5 26 24 19
FC Dallas 7 7 5 26 30 29
Vancouver 6 3 7 25 26 22
Los Angeles 5 3 6 21 19 13
Portland 4 5 9 21 30 30
Chivas USA 5 7 5 20 17 26
San Jose 4 7 4 16 15 16

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Friday’s game
D.C. United at San Jose

Saturday’s games
Colorado at Philadelphia
Houston at Toronto FC
Columbus at New York
Chicago at New England
Sporting Kansas City at Montreal
Chivas USA at Vancouver
Real Salt Lake at Los Angeles

Sunday’s game
Portland at Seattle FC

Wednesday’s games
New York at Philadelphia
Sporting Kansas City at Columbus
Vancouver at Toronto FC
New England at Los Angeles

NWSL
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 13 0 3 42 34 13
FC Kansas City 10 4 3 33 30 17
Western New York 7 8 2 23 30 22
Washington 7 7 2 23 26 33
Chicago 6 6 4 22 21 18
Portland 6 6 4 22 22 22
Sky Blue FC 3 7 7 16 16 30
Houston 4 10 1 13 17 28
Boston 3 11 2 11 22 35

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Wednesday’s game
Chicago 1, Portland 1, tie

Friday’s game
Boston at Houston

Saturday’s games
Washington at Western New York
Seattle FC at Chicago

Sunday’s game
FC Kansas City at Portland

Thursday, July 17
Portland at Chicago
Washington at Houston

Friday, July 18
FC Kansas City at Western New York

Sunday, July 20
Boston at Portland
Washington at Sky Blue FC
Chicago at Seattle FC

Golf

Champions Tour statistics
Through June 29

Scoring Average (Actual)
1, Bernhard Langer, 68.03. 2, Jay Haas, 

68.47. 3, Colin Montgomerie, 68.82. 4, Fred 
Couples, 68.94. 5, Kirk Triplett, 69.28. 6, Mi-
chael Allen, 69.44. 7, Kenny Perry, 69.58. 8, 
Joe Durant, 69.61. 9, Tom Lehman, 69.70. 
10, Bart Bryant , 69.74.

Driving Distance
1, John Riegger, 293.4. 2, Fred Couples, 

291.8. 3, Kenny Perry, 288.3. 4, Doug Gar-
wood, 287.3. 5, Sandy Lyle, 282.1. 6, Duffy 
Waldorf, 281.7. 7, Billy Andrade, 280.4. 8, 
Wes Short, Jr., 279.4. 9, Marco Dawson, 
279.3. 10, Tom Pernice Jr., 279.1.

Driving Accuracy Percentage
1, Joe Durant, 83.67%. 2, Jeff Hart, 

80.79%. 3, Fred Funk, 80.58%. 4, Bob Gild-
er, 79.69%. 5, Morris Hatalsky, 79.40%. 
6, Olin Browne, 79.39%. 7, Tom Watson, 
79.12%. 8, Peter Senior, 78.79%. 9 (tie), 
Bart Bryant and Mark McNulty, 78.57%.

Greens in Regulation Percentage
1, Bernhard Langer, 80.38%. 2, Tom 

Lehman, 79.89%. 3 (tie), Steve Pate 
and Kenny Perry, 75.87%. 5, Joe Durant, 
75.79%. 6, Jay Haas, 75.35%. 7, John Cook, 
75.13%. 8, Jeff Sluman, 74.76%. 9 (tie), Bill 
Glasson and Scott Dunlap, 74.52%.

Total Driving
1, Joe Durant, 18. 2, Bernhard Langer, 

23. 3, Russ Cochran, 33. 4, Marco Dawson 
, 35. 5, Tom Lehman, 39. 6, Michael Allen, 
47. 7, Kirk Triplett, 49. 8 (tie), John Rieg-
ger and Roger Chapman, 50. 10, Bart Bry-
ant, 51.

Putting Average
1, Jay Haas, 1.712. 2, Fred Couples, 

1.717. 3, Bernhard Langer, 1.724. 4, David 
Frost, 1.727. 5 (tie), Mark McNulty and 
Colin Montgomerie, 1.729. 7, Michael Al-
len, 1.736. 8 (tie), Mark O’Meara and Doug 
Garwood, 1.739. 10, 2 tied with 1.748.

Birdie Average
1, Bernhard Langer, 5.11. 2, Fred Cou-

ples, 4.94. 3, Doug Garwood, 4.58. 4, Colin 
Montgomerie, 4.42. 5, Jay Haas, 4.36. 6, 
Michael Allen, 4.31. 7, Kenny Perry, 4.25. 
8, Kirk Triplett, 4.20. 9, Tom Lehman, 4.18. 
10, Steve Elkington, 4.16.

Eagles (Holes per)
1, Kirk Triplett, 64.3. 2, Mark O’Meara, 

78.8. 3 (tie), Fred Couples, Kenny Perry 
and Joe Durant, 108.0. 6, Tom Pernice 
Jr., 117.0. 7 (tie), Duffy Waldorf and Wes 
Short, Jr., 129.6. 9, Nick Price, 132.0. 10, 2 
tied with 148.5.

Sand Save Percentage
1, Jay Haas, 69.57%. 2, Brad Faxon, 

66.67%. 3, Chien Soon Lu, 64.71%. 4, 
Marco Dawson, 63.16%. 5, Duffy Waldorf, 
61.70%. 6, Corey Pavin, 60.98%. 7, Brian 
Henninger, 60.61%. 8, Bobby Clampett, 
60.00%. 9, Jim Gallagher, Jr., 58.33%. 10, 
Jim Thorpe, 57.14%.

All-Around Ranking
1, Bernhard Langer, 90. 2, Jay Haas, 93. 

3, Tom Lehman, 94. 4, Joe Durant, 125. 5, 
Fred Couples, 136. 6, Kenny Perry, 146. 7, 
Colin Montgomerie, 147. 8, Bart Bryant, 
153. 9, Kirk Triplett, 164. 10, Jeff Sluman, 
177.

Champions Tour
Charles Schwab Cup leaders

Through June 29
 Points Money
 1. Bernhard Langer 2,362 $1,805,945
 2. Jay Haas 1,480 $1,176,142
 3. Colin Montgomerie 1,283 $979,929
 4. Kenny Perry 1,232 $869,604
 5. Jeff Sluman 1,067 $889,125
 6. Fred Couples 781 $780,600
 7. Tom Lehman 780 $739,363
 8. Michael Allen 703 $816,050
 9. Tom Watson 646 $379,296
10. Russ Cochran 592 $562,338
11. Kirk Triplett 531 $626,104
12. Mark Calcavecchia 530 $455,793
13. Tom Pernice Jr. 465 $633,767
13. Joe Durant 465 $282,650
15. Bart Bryant 428 $451,053
16. Duffy Waldorf 415 $532,345
17. Jeff Maggert 392 $368,060
18. Olin Browne 379 $417,922
19. Rocco Mediate 344 $390,413
20. Fred Funk 328 $543,783
21. Mark O’Meara 308 $387,607
22. Mark Brooks 304 $242,965
23. David Frost 286 $366,522
24. Miguel A. Jimenez 270 $270,000
25. Bill Glasson 264 $310,082
26. Doug Garwood 261 $332,092
27. Mark McNulty 256 $304,580
28. Steve Pate 250 $434,786
29. Billy Andrade 221 $342,195
30. Corey Pavin 209 $225,390
31. Marco Dawson 200 $181,706
32. Esteban Toledo 175 $322,060
33. Chien Soon Lu 165 $274,395
34. John Cook 158 $206,096
35. Jeff Hart 151 $214,531
36. Steve Elkington 139 $170,737
37. Peter Jacobsen 130 $150,757
38. Craig Stadler 103 $118,861
39. Kiyoshi Murota 102 $51,000
40. John Inman 98 $133,065
41. Mike Goodes 94 $233,431
42. Brad Bryant 70 $147,202
43. Scott Dunlap 64 $187,992
44. Roger Chapman 56 $264,347
45. Bob Tway 55 $156,555
45. Morris Hatalsky 55 $102,884
45. Don Pooley 55 $61,137
48. Bobby Clampett 53 $130,395
49. Willie Wood 50 $195,702
49. Rod Spittle 50 $157,021
49. Tom Byrum 50 $140,767
52. John Riegger 48 $243,963
52. Scott Hoch 48 $67,181
54. Loren Roberts 44 $171,057
55. Wes Short, Jr. 40 $180,587
56. Tommy Armour III 34 $176,748
56. Andy North 34 $35,320

Deals

Wednesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Designated 

RHP Julio DePaula for assignment. As-
signed RHP Ramon Ramiez outright to 
Norfolk (IL). Reinstated RHP Bud Norris 
from the 15-day DL. Agreed to terms with 
RHP Jean Cosme and SS Derek Peterson 
on minor league contracts.

BOSTON RED SOX — Optioned RHP 
Brandon Workman to Pawtucket (IL). 
Designated C A.J. Pierzynski for assign-
ment. Recalled RHP Rubby De La Rosa 
and C Christian Vazquez from Pawtuck-
et.

DETROIT TIGERS — Agreed to terms 
with RHPs Artie Lewicki, Whit Mayberry 
and Adam Ravenelle on minor league 
contracts. Sent OF Andy Dirks to Lake-
land (FSL) for a rehab assignment.

HOUSTON ASTROS — Released RHP Je-
rome Williams.

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Optioned INF 
Grant Green to Salt Lake (PCL). Recalled 
RHP Cam Bedrosian from Arkansas (TL).

NEW YORK YANKEES — Placed RHP 
Masahiro Tanaka on the 15-day DL. Re-
called OF Zoilo Almonte from Scranton/
Wilkes-Barre (IL).

SEATTLE MARINERS — Optioned RHP 
Taijuan Walker to Tacoma (PCL). Recalled 
RHP Stephen Pryor from Tacoma.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Placed OF Cole 
Gillespie on the 15-day DL, retroactive to 
Monday. Recalled C Erik Kratz from Buf-
falo (IL). Assigned OF Brad Glenn out-
right to Buffalo.

National League
CHICAGO CUBS — Placed 2B Darwin 

Barney on paternity leave. Recalled INF 
Arismendy Alcantara and RHP Dallas 
Beeler from Iowa (PCL). Optioned LHPs 
Tsuyoshi Wada and Chris Rusin to Iowa.

CINCINNATI REDS — Optioned LHP Da-
vid Holmberg to Louisville (IL).

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Agreed to 
terms with OF Roger Bernadina on a mi-
nor league contract.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Sent RHP Jim 
Henderson to Huntsville (SL) for a rehab 
assignment.

NEW YORK METS — Optioned RHP 
Gonzalez Germen to Las Vegas (PCL). 
Reinstated RHP Dillon Gee from the 15-
day DL.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Optioned 
RHP B.J. Rosenberg to Lehigh Valley (IL). 
Reinstated RHP Jeff Manship from the 
15-day DL. Sent C Wil Nieves to Clearwa-
ter (FSL) for a rehab assignment.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Placed RHP 
Gerrit Cole on the 15-day DL, retroac-
tive to Saturday, and OF Starling Marte 
on the bereavement list. Recalled RHP 
Brandon Cumpton from Indianapolis (IL). 
Selected the contract of 1B Matt Hague 
from Indianapolis. Designated RHP Duke 
Welker for assignment. Agreed to terms 
with RHP Gage Hinsz on a minor league 
contract and assigned him to the GCL 
Pirates.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

NBA — Named Pamela El chief market-
ing officer.

BROOKLYN NETS — Named Fred Man-
gione chief operating officer.

SAN ANTONIO SPURS — Agreed to 
terms with coach Gregg Popovich on a 
multiyear contract extension.

WNBA
NEW YORK LIBERTY — Acquired F Swin 

Cash from Atlanta for F DeLisha Milton-
Jones.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

NFL — Suspended Washington S Ta-
nard Jackson indefinitely for violating 
the league’s substance abuse policy.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — Agreed to 
terms with Fs Jonathan Toews and Pat-
rick Kane on eight-year contract exten-
sions.

MINNESOTA WILD — Signed F Cody Al-
mond to a one-year contract.

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Signed D 
Mattias Ekholm.

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Re-signed G 
Cory Schneider to a multi-year contract.

ST. LOUIS BLUES — Signed D David 
Shields to a one-year, two-way contract.

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — Signed G 
Edward Pasquale to a one-year, two-way 
contract.

MOTORSPORTS
SCCA PRO RACING — Announced 

the retirement of president and CEO 
Tom Campbell, effective later this year. 
Named Robert Clarke president.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

SPORTING KANSAS CITY — Recalled G 
Jon Kempin from loan to OKC Energy FC 
(USL-PRO).

COLLEGE
BARUCH — Announced the resigna-

tion of softball coach Jose Negroni. Pro-
moted Melanie Pellegrino to head soft-
ball coach.

CHESTNUT HILL — Named Andy Ed-
wards athletic communications intern.

HIGH POINT — Named Connor Scar-
borough director of baseball operations.

LEHMAN — Named Toma Gojcevic 
men’s soccer coach and Amanda Popoli 
women’s soccer coach.

LIMESTONE — Named Mike Smith 
assistant athletic director for develop-
ment.

LIU-BROOKLYN — Announced the res-
ignation of women’s tennis coach Asi 
Phillips.

 SOUTH CAROLINA-AIKEN — Named 
Demontric Doddles men’s assistant bas-
ketball coach.

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN — Named Tom 
Howe defensive ends coach. 

Tennis

World TeamTennis
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L Pct. GB
Washington 3 0 1.000 —
Philadelphia 1 1 .500 1½
Boston 0 3 .000 3

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct. GB
Austin 2 1 .667 —
San Diego 2 1 .667 —
Texas 2 1 .667 —
Springfield 0 3 .000 2

Tuesday’s games
Austin 19, Springfield 17
Washington 24, Texas 15
San Diego 20, Philadelphia 19 (STB 7-

1)
Wednesday’s games

Washington 25, Boston 8
Austin 20, San Diego 18

Thursday’s games
Springfield at Boston
Philadelphia at Washington
Texas at San Diego

Friday’s games
Washington at Austin
Philadelphia at Texas

Hall of Fame Championships
Wednesday

At The International Tennis Hall of Fame
Newport, R.I.

Purse: $539,730 (WT250)
Surface: Grass-Outdoor

Singles
Second Round

Steve Johnson (6), United States, def. 
Tatsuma Ito, Japan, 6-3, 2-0, retired.

Nicolas Mahut (4), France, def. Luke 
Saville, Australia, 6-4, 6-2.

Sam Groth, Australia, def. Malek Jaziri, 
Tunisia, 7-6 (7), 7-6 (3).

Lleyton Hewitt (3), Australia, def. Ante 
Pavic, Croatia, 6-2, 6-2.

Jack Sock (7), United States, def. Ra-
jeev Ram, United States, 7-5, 6-2.

Dudi Sela, Israel, def. Adrian Manna-
rino (8), France, 6-3, 6-1.

John Isner (1), United States, def. Aus-
tin Krajicek, United States, 6-3, 6-3.

Ivo Karlovic (2), Croatia, def. Sergiy 
Stakhovsky, Ukraine, 7-5, 7-6 (3).

Doubles
First Round

Daniel Nestor and Adil Shamasdin (2), 
Canada, def. Philipp Marx, Germany, and 
Frederik Nielsen, Denmark, 6-4, 6-4.

Sanchai and Sonchat Ratiwatana, 
Thailand, def. Alex Kuznetsov, United 
States, and Peter Polansky, Canada, 3-6, 
7-5, 10-5.

Chris Guccione and Lleyton Hewitt, 
Australia, def. Ryan Harrison, United 
States, and Michael Venus, New Zealand, 
6-3, 6-4. 

Bucharest Open
Wednesday

At Arenele BNR
Bucharest, Romania

Purse: $250,000 (Intl.)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Kiki Bertens, Netherlands, def. Irina-
Camelia Begu, Romania, 6-0, 3-6, 6-2.

Simona Halep (1), Romania, def. Indy 
de Vroome, Netherlands, 6-0, 6-4.

Roberta Vinci (2), Italy, def. Alexandra 
Dulgheru, Romania, 6-2, 6-3.

Second Round
Lara Arruabarrena, Spain, def. Cagla 

Buyukakcay, Turkey, 7-5, 3-6, 7-6 (6).
Kristina Kucova, Slovakia, def. Cristina 

Dinu, Romania, 6-2, 6-3.
Polona Hercog (8), Slovenia, def. 

Katarzyna Piter, Poland, 6-2, 5-7, 7-6 (4).
Monica Niculescu, Romania, def. Elit-

sa Kostova, Bulgaria, 7-5, 7-5.
Doubles

First Round
Raluca Olaru, Romania, and Valeria 

Solevyeva, Russia, def. Lara Arruabar-
rena and Silvia Soler-Espinosa (3), Spain, 
3-6, 6-3, 11-9.

Quarterfinals
Paula Kania, Poland, and Anna Tatish-

vili, United States, def. Oksana Kalash-
nikova, Georgia, and Aleksandra Krunic, 
Serbia, 7-5, 3-6, 10-7. 

Mercedes Cup
Wednesday

At TC Weissenhof
Stuttgart, Germany

Purse: $660,500 (WT250)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Daniel Gimeno-Traver, Spain, def. Pe-
ter Gojowczyk, Germany, 7-5, 6-3.

Benjamin Becker, Germany, def. Ben-
oit Paire, France, 3-6, 6-2, 6-2.

Yann Marti, Switzerland, vs. Henri 
Laaksonen, Finland, 7-5, 6-4.

Guillermo Garcia-Lopez (6), Spain, def.
Marco Cecchinato, Italy, 6-4, 1-6, 7-5.

Louk Sorensen, Ireland, def. Igor Si-
jsling, Netherlands, 6-4, 6-1.

Lukas Rosol, Czech Republic, def. Al-
exander Zverev, Germany, 7-6 (7), 7-6 (9).

Santiago Giraldo (7), Colombia, def. 
Mate Delic, Croatia, 6-4, 6-2.

Philipp Davydenko, Russia, def. Blaz
Rola, Slovenia, 6-4, 7-6 (8). 

Swedish Open
Wednesday

At Bastad Tennis Stadiun
Bastad, Sweden

Purse: $660,500 (WT250)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
Second Round

Dusan Lajovic, Serbia, def. Jerzy Jano-
wicz (4), Poland, 6-3, 1-1, retired.

Joao Sousa (5), Portugal, def. Elias
Ymer, Sweden, 6-3, 7-5.

Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay, def. Christian 
Lindell, Sweden, 4-6, 6-2, 7-6 (2).

Renzo Olivo, Argentina, def. Tommy
Robredo (2), Spain, 7-6 (6), 6-3.

Doubles
First Round

Jeremy Chardy, France, and Oliver 
Marach, Austria, def. Pablo Andujar and 
Pablo Carreno Busta, Spain, 7-6 (5), 6-4.

David Marrero and Fernando Verdasco
(1), Spain, def. Rameez Junaid, Australia,
and Christopher Kas, Germany, 6-7 (5), 
6-2, 12-10.

Dustin Brown, Germany, and Dusan 
Lajovic, Serbia, def. Andre Siljestrom, 
Sweden, and Igor Zelenay, Slovakia, 3-6,
7-6 (4), 10-6.

Johan Brunstrom, Sweden, and Nicho-
las Monroe (4), United States, def. James 
Cluskey, Ireland, and Mikhail Kukushkin,
Kazakhstan, 7-6 (5), 6-4.

Andre Begemann, Germany, and Rob-
ert Lindstedt (2), Sweden, def. Paul Han-
ley, Australia, and Jonathan Marray, Brit-
ain, 2-6, 6-4, 11-9. 

Gastein Ladies
Wednesday

At TC Wels 76
Bad Gastein, Austria
Purse: $250,000 (Intl.)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
Second Round

Karolina Pliskova (8), Czech Republic,
def. Ana Bogdan, Romania, 6-2, 7-5.

Grace Min, United States, def. Irina 
Falconi, United States, 6-3, 6-3.

Andrea Petkovic (4), Germany, def. Di-
nah Pfizenmaier, Germany, 6-1, 6-3.

Stefanie Voegele, Switzerland, def.
Elina Svitolina (5), Ukraine, 6-2, 7-5.

Doubles
First Round

Lisa-Maria Moser, Austria, and Laura
Siegemund, Germany, def. Demi Schuurs 
and Eva Wacanno, Netherlands, 7-6 (5),
6-7 (2), 10-7.

Andreja Klepac, Slovenia, and Maria-
Teresa Torro-Flor (5), Spain, def. Andrea
Hlavackova, Czech Republic, and Elina 
Svitolina, Ukraine, 2-6, 6-4, 10-6.

Paula Ormaechea, Argentina, and Di-
nah Pfizenmaier, Germany, def. Barbora
Krejcikova and Katerina Siniakova, Czech
Republic, 6-4, 5-7, 10-7.

Quarterfinals
Kristina Barrois, Germany, and Eleni 

Daniilidou (4), Greece, def. Kateryna 
Bondarenko, Ukraine, and Nicole Meli-
char, United States, 3-6, 6-2, 10-5.

Boxing

Fight schedule
July 11

At Little Creek Casino Resort, Shelton, 
Wash., Tureano Johnson vs. Mike Gav-
ronski, 10, for the Continental Americas 
USNBC middleweight title; Art Hovhan-
nisyan vs. Jonathan Maicelo, 10, for the 
WBC International Silver lightweight 
title.

July 12
At MGM Grand, Las Vegas, Erislandy 

Lara vs. Canelo Alvarez, 12, junior mid-
dleweights; Abner Mares vs. Jonathan 
Oquendo, 10, featherweights; Johan Per-
ez vs. Mauricio Herrera, 12, for Perez’s 
interim WBA World junior welterweight 
world championship; Juan Manuel Lopez 
vs. Francisco Vargas, 10, for the WBO in-
ternational super featherweight title; To-
moki Kameda vs. Pungluang Sor Singyu, 
12, for Kamdea’s WBO bantamweight 
title.

July 18
At Hyogo, Japan, Zolani Tete vs. Teiru 

Kinoshita, 12, for the vacant IBF super 
flyweight title.

At Paramount Theatre, Huntington, 
N.Y., Karim Mayfield vs. Emmanuel Tay-
lor, 10, junior welterweights.

At San Francisco (FS1), Mercito Gesta 
vs. Luis Arceo, 10, lightweights.

July 19
At Macao, Guillermo Rigondeaux vs. 

Sod Kokietgym, 12, for Rigondeaux’s 
WBA Super World-WBO super bantam-
weight titles; Zou Shiming vs. Luis De La 
Cruz, 10, flyweights; Gilberto Ramirez vs. 
Junior Talipeau, 10, super middleweights; 
Brian Viloria vs. Jose Alfredo Zuniga, 10, 
flyweights. 

AP sportlight

Verizon IndyCar schedule
March 30 — Honda Grand Prix of St. 

Petersburg, Fla. (Will Power)
Apri 13 — Toyota Grand Prix of Long 

Beach, Calif. (Mike Conway)
Apri 26 — Honda Indy Grand Prix of Al-

abama, Birmingham (Ryan Hunter-Reay)
May 10 — Grand Prix of Indianapolis 

(Simon Pagenaud)
May 25 — Indianapolis 500 (Ryan 

Hunter-Reay)
May 30 — Chevrolet Indy Duel (Race 1) 

(Will Power)
June 1 — Chevrolet Indy Duel (Race 2) 

(Helio Castroneves)
June 7 — Firestone 600 (Ed Carpenter)
June 28 — Shell-Pennzoil Grand Prix of 

Houston 1 (Carlos Huertas)
June 29 — Shell-Pennzoil Grand Prix of 

Houston 2 (Simon Pagenaud)
July 6 — Pocono INDYCAR 500, Long 

Pond, Pa. (Juan Pablo Montoya)
July 12 — Iowa Corn Indy 250, Newton, 

Iowa
July 19 — Honda Indy Toronto (Race 1)
July 20 — Honda Indy Toronto (Race 2)
Aug. 3 — Honda Indy 200 at Mid-Ohio, 

Lexington, Ohio
Aug. 17 — ABC Supply Wisconsin 250, 

West Allis, Wis.
Aug. 24 — GoPro Grand Prix of So-

noma, Calif.
Aug. 30 — MAVTV 500, Fontana, Calif.
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TOUR DE FRANCE/SPORTS BRIEFS

LAURENT CIPRIANI/AP

Germany’s Andre Greipel crosses the finish line Thursday to win the sixth stage of the Tour de France, 
which stretched 120.5 miles from Arras to Reims, France.

Germany’s Greipel wins
sixth stage in a sprint

BY JAMEY KEATEN

The Associated Press 

REIMS, France — Andre Greipel of Germany 
won the sixth stage of the Tour de France in a sprint 
as the pack entered Champagne country and Vin-
cenzo Nibali of Italy retained the yellow jersey on 
Thursday.

The German champion collected his sixth career 
Tour stage victory by outpacing Norway’s Alexan-
der Kristoff in second and France’s Samuel Du-
moulin in third at the end of the 120-mile ride from 
Arras to Reims.

The Lotto Belisol rider burst out of the pack with 
less than 1,000 feet left, and clenched his fists, shout-
ing, at the finish. His job was made a bit easier be-
cause Marcel Kittel, a fellow German who has won 
three stages and dominated the sprint finishes, got a 
flat tire right before the end.

“I had really good punch today, I am really 
happy,” said Greipel, who turns 32 next Wednesday. 
“Of course I’m not looking at Kittel. I don’t need to 
hide. I am still one of the fastest in the bunch.

“There was a lot of pressure on us, on my shoul-
ders,” for a win, he added. “It’s a big relief for us.”

The peloton faced intermittent drizzle over 
the mostly flat course, which was well suited for 

sprinters.
The top standings didn’t change, as most of the 

contenders for victory in the three-week race trailed 
close behind the muscular Greipel. He was not a 
challenger for the overall title; like many sprinters, 
he does not fare well on the climbs that are crucial to 
winning in Paris. He’s 37 ½ minutes behind Nibali.

Overall, Nibali has a two-second lead over team-
mate Jakob Fuglsang of Denmark. Peter Sagan of 
Slovakia was third, 44 seconds back.

Two-time Tour champion Alberto Contador, a 
day after losing about 2 ½ minutes to Nibali, was 
dealt another setback on Thursday: His Saxo-Tin-
koff teammate Jesus Hernandez dropped out after 
a crash.

Among other possible contenders, Richie Porte 
of Australia — who inherited the role of Team Sky 
leader after the withdrawal of injured defending 
champion Chris Froome on Wednesday — was 1 
minute, 54 seconds back in eighth place. American 
Andrew Talansky, winner of the Criterium du Dau-
phine last month, was ninth, 2:05 back. Spaniard 
Alejandro Valverde was 10th, 2:11 back, and compa-
triot Contador was in 18th, 2:37 behind.

The Tour has another mostly flat Stage 7, a 146-
mile trek from Epernay to Nancy — the second lon-
gest stage — on Friday.

Briefl y

Tanaka put on DL
with swollen elbow

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Masahiro 
Tanaka was placed on the 15-day 
disabled list Wednesday, perhaps 
the biggest blow yet to the New 
York Yankees’ battered rotation.

The rookie sensation from 
Japan is sidelined with inflamma-
tion in his right elbow. He had an 
MRI in New York and then was 
headed to Seattle to be examined 
by Dr. Christopher Ahmad, the 
team’s head physician. Ahmad is 
in Seattle for a conference.

Yankees manager Joe Girardi 
acknowledged he’s concerned 
about Tanaka’s prognosis.

“You’re always worried when 
you have a guy go back for an 
elbow MRI,” he said. “It would 
be a big loss. Anytime you lose a 
starting pitcher, they’re hard to 
replace. And what he’s done for 
us, the innings and the wins and 
the quality of starts, it’s hard to 
replace.”

The Yankees, who have also 
lost pitchers CC Sabathia, Mi-
chael Pineda and Ivan Nova to 
injuries, are 46-44 and trail first-
place Baltimore by three games 
in the AL East.

Tanaka allowed five runs 
and 10 hits — both career highs 
— over 6 2⁄3 innings in a 5-3 loss 
to the Indians on Tuesday night. 
The All-Star is 12-4 with a 2.51 
ERA in 18 starts, but has lost 
three of his past four outings.

“It goes without saying how im-
portant he’s been for us,” Yankees 
shortstop Derek Jeter said. “He’s 
been our go-to guy.”

The Yankees signed the 25-
year-old Tanaka to a $155 million, 
seven-year contract in January 
after he had a standout career in 
Japan. New York also paid $20 
million to his Japanese team, the 
Rakuten Golden Eagles, for his 
rights. 

In other baseball news:
� The squabble between the 

Chicago Cubs and the owners of 
the rooftop venues that peek over 
the walls of Wrigley Field is head-
ing back to City Hall.

The Cubs will ask the city’s 
landmarks commission Thursday 
to approve a massive $500 million 
renovation project that is even 
more extensive than the project 
that the same commission and 
then the City Council approved 
last year.

The Cubs are pushing for five 
more signs to go with the Jumbo-
tron and another video board in 
the outfield.

Rooftop owners are expected 
to oppose the proposal. The signs
would affect views of the field
that the businesses depend on, 
and potentially violate the reve-
nue-sharing contract the rooftop
owners have with the team.

Devils give Schneider
7-year, $42 million deal

NEWARK, N.J. — The New 
Jersey Devils signed goaltender
Cory Schneider to a seven year,
$42 million contract extension.

“The first word that comes to
mind is excitement,” Schneider 
said on Wednesday. “I always
wanted to be a New Jersey Devils
goaltender for a long time. I think
it’s something we both wanted to
get done. ”

The 28-year-old Schneider
would have been an unrestricted
free agent at the end of the 2014-
15 season, but this contract keeps
him with New Jersey through the
2021-22 season.

 Schneider is replacing Martin 
Brodeur as the Devils’ top goalie.
The 42-year-old Brodeur is still 
an unrestricted free agent . 

In other NHL news:
� The Anaheim Ducks signed

left wing Dany Heatley to a one-
year deal, returning the 33-year-
old unrestricted free agent to the
Pacific Division.

Heatley spent last season with 
the Minnesota Wild. He played 
for San Jose from 2009-11, com-
piling 65 goals and 81 assists in
162 games for the Sharks .

� The Nashville Predators 
have signed restricted free-agent 
defenseman Mattias Ekholm to a 
two-year, $2.075 million contract.

� The Nashville Predators 
have signed restricted free-agent 
defenseman Mattias Ekholm to a 
two-year, $2.075 million contract. 

Wimbledon champion 
Djokovic gets married

PODGORICA, Montenegro —
Four days after winning Wimble-
don, Novak Djokovic married his
pregnant fiancee Thursday in a 
private ceremony in Montenegro.

Djokovic and longtime girl-
friend Jelena Ristic were wed in
an upscale resort on the Adriatic 
coast. Local media say the cer-
emony was attended by family,
friends and guests, but away from 
the public eye.

 Djokovic and Ristic first met in 
high school. 
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BY TIM REYNOLDS

The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Pat Riley made 
his pitch. And now, LeBron James 
wants time to think.

The Miami Heat president met 
with the four-time NBA MVP 
on Wednesday afternoon in Las 
Vegas, two people familiar with 
the situation told The Associated 
Press, speaking on condition of 
anonymity because neither side 
publicly disclosed details of the 
meeting. James, his agent Rich 
Paul, Riley and Heat executive 
Andy Elisburg were at the meet-
ing, said one of the people.

James has not made a deci-
sion and would not make any an-
nouncements before Thursday, a 
person said, adding, “He wants to 
meet with his family.”

As he weighs his options, James 
will not meet with any other 
teams, the person added.

So now, Miami waits. So does 
Cleveland. So, too, does just about 
the entire NBA — because once 
James picks the Heat or the Cava-
liers, the teams believed to be se-
rious suitors for his services, the 
domino effect of other free agent 
moves will surely follow.

The meeting in Las Vegas 
lasted for more than an hour and 
took place more than two weeks 
after James opted out of his con-
tract and elected to become a 
free agent, and the day before 
free agents may begin signing 
contracts.

James spent part of his day 
before the meeting at his annual 
skills academy with some of the 
nation’s top high school and col-
lege players, interacting and ob-
serving workouts. That was part 
of the reason why Riley had to fly 
across the country to make the 
meeting happen, with hopes that 
he would return to Miami from 
the gambling haven with a huge 
win — keeping James in Heat col-
ors for at least another season.

He returned to the camp after 
the meeting, jumping into some 
games with the high school 
players.

James spent a few minutes on 
each court during the evening 
session, high-fiving the kids as he 
played. And when Shake Milton 
of Owasso, Okla., hit the deck on 
one play, James shouted, “Hold 
on, I got you, stay down,” then 
promptly helped his teammate to 
his feet. Another highlight came 
when James showed off his pass-
ing skills, throwing a no-look as-
sist to Jayson Tatum of St. Louis 
for a two-handed slam.

When his night of play was 
over, James got stretched out, had 
icepacks strapped to his knees 
and back, then went to the stands 
and sat with Duke coach Mike 
Krzyzewski — his Olympic coach 
— for about five minutes. James 
then exited the building.

Several teams have met with 
Paul during the free-agent pro-
cess, but it appears James has 
only one decision to make: Cleve-

land or Miami, the same choice 
he pondered four years ago when 
he decided play with the Heat. 
With James, the Heat won four 
Eastern Conference titles and 
two NBA championships.

The Cavaliers didn’t sit idle 
waiting for James and Riley to 
meet.

Cleveland created salary-cap 
space earlier Wednesday with a 
three-team trade with the Boston 
Celtics and Brooklyn Nets, ensur-
ing they have enough to offer the 
James a maximum contract. 

BY LINDA DEUTSCH

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A raging 
Donald Sterling denounced his 
wife, her lawyers and the NBA 
from the witness stand Wednes-
day, saying he would never sell the 
Los Angeles Clippers and vowing 
a lifetime of lawsuits against the 
league.

“Make no mistake today,” Ster-
ling shouted toward the end of his 
second day of testimony in the 
trial to determine his wife’s right 
to make a $2 billion deal to sell 
the Clippers, “I will never, ever 
sell this team and until I die I will 
be suing the NBA for this terrible 
violation under antitrust.”

He was followed to the stand by 
wife Shelly, who tried to approach 
him in the front row of the court-
room after she was done for the 
day.

“Get away from me, you pig!” 
Sterling shouted.

The judge then admonished him 
to make no further comments.

Sterling began his testimony by 
saying he loved his wife, but then 
denounced her. He said she told 
him to have psychiatric and neu-
rological exams only because he 
had turned 80, and she was con-
cerned for his health.

“She deceived me. I trusted 
her,” Sterling said. “I never 
thought a wife wouldn’t stand for 
her husband.”

Donald Sterling’s lawyers 
are challenging the authority of 
Shelly Sterling under the family 
trust to unilaterally cut a deal for 
the team with former Microsoft 
CEO Steve Ballmer.

Before she made the deal, two
doctors examined Donald Ster-
ling and declared him mentally
incapacitated and unable to act as
an administrator of the Sterling
Family Trust, which owns the
Clippers.

Sterling said he was certain his
wife had never read the family 
trust because it was too compli-
cated for her to understand.

During examination by his own
lawyer, Maxwell Blecher, Sterling 
was asked about his wife’s posi-
tion in the trust if he were to be
disqualified as a trustee.

“She has no rights whatsoev-
er. She has no stock. She has no
standing whatsoever,” Sterling 
said.

He also lashed out at the NBA, 
saying, “My wife was terrified.
She’s frightened to death. She 
thinks the NBA will take away
everything she worked for. She 
was scared out of her mind.”

The NBA banned Donald Ster-
ling for life and moved to force
him to sell the Clippers after a 
recorded conversation in which 
he made racist statements came 
to light earlier this year.

He denied he was a racist from 
the witness stand when asked
Wednesday. 

NBA owners are scheduled to 
vote on the Ballmer deal on July
15. It’s also the day that Ballmer’s 
offer is set to expire — and there
is no deal without the judge’s ap-
proval of the sale.

If the sale isn’t completed by 
Sept. 15, the league said it could
seize the team and put it up for
auction. 

The Associated Press

While the rest of the NBA waits 
for LeBron James and Carmelo 
Anthony to decide where they are 
going to play next season, the San 
Antonio Spurs keep quietly mak-
ing sure the band is getting back 
together for a run at a second con-
secutive title.

In the middle of the James hys-
teria on Wednesday, the Spurs is-
sued a two-sentence press release 
announcing that coach Gregg 
Popovich had agreed to a multi-
year contract extension. Terms of 
the deal were not disclosed.

After beating the Miami Heat 
for the franchise’s fifth champion-
ship last month, the Spurs quickly 
found out that Tim Duncan would 
indeed return next season. Deals 
with Patty Mills and Boris Diaw 
ensured that the roster would re-
main largely intact, so there was 
little doubt that the 65-year-old 
Popovich would return for a 19th 
season on the Spurs bench.

Popovich is 1,116-533, includ-
ing the playoffs, in a career that 
started in 1996. He is the longest-
tenured coach in any of the four 
major American pro sports and 
has led the Spurs to at least 50 

wins 16 times, including 15 in a 
row.

Salary cap increases 
to all-time high $63.1M

The NBA has set the 2014-15 
salary cap at $63.1 million, an all-
time high. The cap is a 7.5 percent 
increase from last season’s $58.7 
million.

The league also said Wednes-
day that the tax level jumped 7.1 
percent to $76.8 million. Teams 
exceeding that will have to pay a 
luxury tax.

Raptors re-sign Lowry 
to multiyear deal

TORONTO — The Toronto 
Raptors have re-signed Kyle 
Lowry to a multiyear contract.

The deal was agreed to last 
week but couldn’t be made of-
ficial until Thursday, when the 
NBA’s moratorium on free-agent 
signings ended. Terms weren’t 
disclosed, but Yahoo Sports had 
reported it was for $48 million 
over four years.

The 6-foot point guard posted 
career highs with 17.9 points and 

7.4 assists per game in helping the 
Raptors to a club-record 48 victo-
ries and their second Atlantic Di-
vision championship.

The Raptors acquired Lowry 
from the Houston Rockets in July 
2012. In his two seasons with To-
ronto, Lowry has averaged 15.0 
points and 6.9 assists in 147 regu-
lar-season games.

Farmar, Hawes 
sign with Clippers

LOS ANGELES — Jordan 
Farmar is moving down the hall 
at Staples Center, leaving the Los 
Angeles Lakers to sign with the 
Clippers, who have signed center 
Spencer Hawes on Thursday.

Farmar averaged 10.1 points, 
4.9 assists and 2.5 rebounds in 41 
games for the struggling Lakers 
last season. The free agent guard 
won NBA titles in 2009 and 2010 
with the Lakers, who drafted 
him out of UCLA in 2006. The 
deal allows the 27-year-old Los 
Angeles native to stay home and 
become the backup to Chris Paul 
after UCLA alum Darren Colli-
son chose to leave and sign with 
Sacramento.

Farmar was bothered by a torn 
left hamstring and a strained 
right groin that cost him half of 
last season.

Hawes averaged 13.2 points, 
8.3 rebounds and 3.0 assists in 
80 games with Cleveland and 
Philadelphia last season. The 26-
year-old big man has also played 
for Sacramento during his seven-
year career.

Carter-Williams: Rehab 
‘ahead of schedule’

ORLANDO, Fla. — Reigning 
NBA Rookie of the Year Michael 
Carter-Williams says his rehabil-
itation from offseason shoulder 
surgery is “going good” and doc-
tors say he is ahead of schedule.

The 76ers point guard was in 
Orlando on Wednesday to watch 
Philadelphia’s summer league 
team. He is not playing this week 
as he continues to rehab after 
surgery in May to repair his right 
labrum.

He says he’s able to shoot with 
full extension, but that he’s not 
yet allowed to scrimmage or par-
ticipate in full-contact drills.

Carter-Williams will also be in 

Las Vegas for its five-day sum-
mer league, but will only be there
to participate in team workouts.

The 11th overall pick in last
year’s draft, he was the first 
player picked 10th or lower to win
Rookie of the Year since 1987.

Other signings
� The Milwaukee Bucks have 

signed first-round draft pick
Jabari Parker to his rookie con-
tract. Terms of the deal were not 
disclosed, but Parker is guaran-
teed a minimum of about $8.5
million in the first two years be-
fore Milwaukee has team options
on his third and fourth seasons.
Parker was the second overall se-
lection in this year’s draft behind
Andrew Wiggins, who was taken 
by the Cleveland Cavaliers.
� The Toronto Raptors have 

signed first-round draft pick
Bruno Caboclo. Caboclo, an 18-
year-old Brazilian forward, is 
under contract through the 2015-
16 season, with two team option
years to follow. Financial terms
of the deal Wednesday were not 
disclosed. The Raptors selected
Caboclo with the 20th overall 
pick of the draft.

Sterling says he won’t 
sell team, calls wife pig

Spurs coach Popovich agrees to multiyear extension

NBA

AP sources: LeBron 
sits down with Riley

JOHN LOCHER/AP

LeBron James met with Miami 
Heat president Pat Riley on 
Wednesday in Las Vegas, 
according to two people familiar 
with the situation. Now Miami, 
Cleveland and the rest of the 
league await his decision.

Briefs
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BY ANTONIO GONZALEZ

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — As awful 
as the San Francisco Giants have 
played for most of the last month, 
they are back in an enviable posi-
tion: first place in the NL West.

Beating their Bay Area rivals to 
get back there was a nice bonus, 
too.

Hunter Pence homered and 
drove in two runs, Matt Cain 
tossed six strong innings and the 
Giants spoiled Jason Hammel’s 
debut for Oakland with a 5-2 vic-
tory over the Athletics on Wednes-
day night.

San Francisco, which had 
lost 20 of 27, moved percentage 
points ahead of the Dodgers in the 
division.

“If you look at how things have 
gone, you find that amazing,” Gi-
ants manager Bruce Bochy said. 
“It’s all from the good work that 
happened earlier. We’ve got to get 
back on track.”

For one night, 
they did.

Cain (2-7) al-
lowed two runs and 
five hits for his first 
win since May 15 
against Miami. He 
struck out four and 
walked two to help 
the Giants snap 
major league-lead-
ing Oakland’s six-
game winning streak.

grinded me pretty good,” he said.
Stephen Vogt homered and Jed 

Lowrie had an RBI single for 
Oakland.

The A’s shut down the Giants 5-
0 and 6-1 in the first two games of 
the Bay Bridge Series in Oakland 
and looked every bit like a team 
with the best record in baseball 
while doing it.

Back in the comforts of glitzy 
AT&T Park, though, the Giants of-
fense finally showed signs of life. 
San Francisco finished with 10 
hits and took advantage of most of 
its scoring opportunities.

With one out in the second in-
ning, Yoenis Cespedes bobbled 
Joe Panik’s single in left field for 
an error. By the time the strong-
armed Cespedes corralled the ball 
and threw home, Gregor Blanco 
had crossed the plate.

Buster Posey’s RBI single gave 
the Giants a 2-0 lead in the third.

Vogt homered leading off the 
fourth, sending a slider from Cain 
over the stands in right and onto 

the walkway out-
side the ballpark for 
his third long ball 
this season.

Pence came back 
with his own long 
ball in the fourth 
to put the Giants up 
3-1. It was Pence’s 
12th home run and 
first since June 21 
at Arizona.

BY NOAH TRISTER

The Associated Press

DETROIT — When Max 
Scherzer is on the mound, the De-
troit Tigers have a chance to win 
pretty much any game — even 
without their top two sluggers.

Scherzer pitched seven impres-
sive innings, outdueling Zack 
Greinke and helping the short-
handed Tigers beat the Los Ange-
les Dodgers 4-1 on Wednesday.

Detroit was without Miguel Ca-
brera, who was given a day off, 
and Victor Martinez, who is deal-
ing with a lingering back issue.

“Baseball’s that type of game,” 
Tigers manager Brad Ausmus 
said. “Even without your best 
player, you can go out there and 
win.”

The AL Central-leading Tigers 
scored two runs in the first in-
ning against Greinke, and Scher-
zer (11-3) made the lead hold up.

The All-Star right-hander al-
lowed a run and four hits. He 
struck out seven and walked two.

Joba Chamberlain struck out 
two in the eighth, and Joe Nathan 
struck two in a perfect ninth for 
his 18th save in 23 chances.

Greinke (11-5) allowed three 
runs and seven hits in seven in-
nings. He struck out eight without 
a walk.

“You look at their lineup today, 
and you think you are getting a 
break with Cabrera and Victor 
being out,” Greinke said. “But 
they were putting up great at-

bats all day. I was throwing good 
pitches.”

Miguel Rojas of the Dodgers 
hit his first career homer in the 
fifth.

Scherzer escaped a first-inning 
jam thanks to some impressive 
fielding behind him. Yasiel Puig 
hit a one-out triple, but with the 
infield in, Hanley Ramirez hit a 
sharp grounder to Eugenio Su-
arez, and Detroit’s rookie short-
stop threw quickly to third to 
catch Puig off the base.

“That was a great play,” Scher-
zer said. “He just made an in-
stinct play — saw Puig was off the 
base, and made a quick little snap 
throw. That just helped keep the 
game where it was.”

Rajai Davis made a sliding 
catch in left field for the third 

out.
Austin Jackson opened the bot-

tom of the inning with a triple and 
scored on Ian Kinsler’s single.
Kinsler advanced to second on a
wild pitch and scored on a two-out 
single by Don Kelly off Greinke.

“You let a guy like that settle in, 
it can be a long day,” Jackson said.
“For us to kind of get something
going there that first inning, that 
definitely sparked us.”

Greinke was sharp after that.
Detroit scored again in the fourth
on an RBI single by Nick Cas-
tellanos, but the Los Angeles
right-hander retired the last nine
hitters he faced, striking out the
final four.

But the Dodgers couldn’t over-
come Scherzer. They put men on 
first and second in the third, but
Puig hit into a double play. In the 
sixth, Puig hit a leadoff double,
but the next three batters couldn’t 
hit the ball out of the infield.

“I like where I’m at,” said 
Scherzer, the reigning American
League Cy Young Award winner. 
“I feel like my curveball is im-
proved from where it was at the
beginning of the year. I feel like 
it’s more consistent from start to 
start. At this point in time, I feel
like I’m a better pitcher than I
was in April.”

Matt Kemp went hitless with 
three strikeouts. He’s now 0-for-
21 against Scherzer.

Torii Hunter’s sacrifice fly in
the eighth gave Detroit another
run.
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Scherzer outduels Greinke 
as Tigers get by Dodgers

Giants spoil debut 
of Hammel for A’s

BEN MARGOT/AP

The San Francisco Giants’ Joe Panik hits an RBI single off the Oakland 
Athletics’ Jason Hammel in the second inning on Wednesday in San 
Francisco. The Giants won 5-2 to move back into first in the NL West.

PAUL SANCYA/AP 

The Detroit Tigers’ J.D. Martinez, right, slides safely into home plate under the tag of Los Angeles 
Dodgers catcher A.J. Ellis during the fourth inning of Wednesday’s game in Detroit. The Tigers won 4-1.

PAUL SANCYA/AP 

Detroit Tigers starting pitcher 
Max Scherzer allowed one run 
on four hits over seven innings 
in the win over Los Angeles.

‘ Tonight was a 
grind and they 
grinded me 
pretty good. ’

Jason Hammel
Oakland Athletics pitcher

“Felt really good,” Cain said. 
“Guys came up with some big, 
clutch hits when we needed them. 
Guys kept putting pressure on 
those guys, which is always nice.”

Santiago Casilla got three quick 
outs for his fourth save.

Hammel, acquired by the A’s 
along with fellow right-hander 
Jeff Samardzija from the Chicago 
Cubs last week for three top pros-
pects, had anything but a clean 
opener with Oakland.

He pitched with runners on 
base for most of the night, and 
his left thumb on his glove hand 
cramped up and looked disjointed 
at one point. He left after giving 
up six hits and three runs — two 
earned — in five innings, striking 
out three and walking three.

Hammel said his thumb was 
fine afterward and he was both-
ered more by his performance.

“Tonight was a grind and they 

“It was a pretty clean game,” 
Posey said.

While the Giants finally got the 
bats going, Cain kept finding ways 
to minimize the A’s rallies.

The right-hander got Coco Crisp 
to ground out with two runners 
on in the fifth, which came after 
he misfired to second base on a 
potential double-play ball earlier 
in the inning. And after Lowrie’s 
two-out single sliced San Francis-
co’s lead to 3-2 in the sixth, Cain 
got Derek Norris to ground out, 
stranding two runners.

Oakland got a brief scare in the 
fifth when Hammel’s left thumb 
somehow bent awkwardly in the 
middle of Blanco’s at-bat. An A’s 
trainer worked on the thumb for 
several minutes, then the pitcher 
got Blanco to ground out.

Pence hit an RBI single in the 
sixth before lefty Eric O’Flaherty’s 
wild pitch helped the Giants score 
another run to go ahead 5-2. 
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MLB SCOREBOARD
American League

East Division
 W L Pct GB
Baltimore 49 41 .544 —
Toronto 48 45 .516  2A
New York 46 44 .511  3
Tampa Bay 42 52 .447  9
Boston 40 51 .440  9A

Central Division
Detroit 50 37 .575 —
Kansas City 47 43 .522  4A
Cleveland 44 46 .489  7A
Chicago 44 48 .478  8A
Minnesota 41 49 .456 10A

West Division
Oakland 57 34 .626 —
Los Angeles 53 37 .589  3A
Seattle 49 42 .538  8
Houston 39 54 .419 19
Texas 38 53 .418 19

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Washington 49 40 .551 —
Atlanta 49 42 .538  1
Miami 44 47 .484  6
New York 42 49 .462  8
Philadelphia 40 51 .440 10

Central Division
Milwaukee 52 40 .565 —
St. Louis 50 42 .543  2
Cincinnati 49 42 .538  2A
Pittsburgh 47 44 .516  4A
Chicago 38 52 .422 13

West Division
San Francisco 50 41 .549 —
Los Angeles 51 42 .548 —
San Diego 40 51 .440 10
Colorado 39 53 .424 11A
Arizona 39 54 .419 12 

Wednesday’s games
Detroit 4, L.A. Dodgers 1
Colorado 6, San Diego 3
N.Y. Mets 4, Atlanta 1
Washington 6, Baltimore 2
Philadelphia 4, Milwaukee 1
L.A. Angels 8, Toronto 7
N.Y. Yankees 5, Cleveland 4, 14 innings
Arizona 4, Miami 3, 10 innings
St. Louis 5, Pittsburgh 2
Cincinnati 4, Chicago Cubs 1
Boston 5, Chicago White Sox 4
Kansas City 5, Tampa Bay 4
Houston 8, Texas 4
San Francisco 5, Oakland 2
Minnesota 8, Seattle 1

Thursday’s games
Chicago White Sox at Boston
N.Y. Yankees at Cleveland
Washington at Baltimore
L.A. Angels at Texas
Detroit at Kansas City
Minnesota at Seattle
Chicago Cubs at Cincinnati
Philadelphia at Milwaukee
Oakland at San Francisco
Atlanta at N.Y. Mets
Pittsburgh at St. Louis
San Diego at L.A. Dodgers

Friday’s games
Chicago White Sox (Noesi 3-6) at 

Cleveland (Kluber 8-6)
N.Y. Yankees (Kuroda 6-6) at Baltimore 

(U.Jimenez 3-8)
Toronto (Buehrle 10-6) at Tampa Bay 

(Archer 5-5)
L.A. Angels (Richards 10-2) at Texas 

(Tepesch 3-4)
Boston (Lackey 9-6) at Houston (Feld-

man 4-5)
Detroit (A.Sanchez 5-3) at Kansas City 

(Duffy 5-8)
Oakland (Samardzija 1-0) at Seattle 

(F.Hernandez 10-2)
Atlanta (A.Wood 6-7) at Chicago Cubs 

(Arrieta 5-1)
Washington (Zimmermann 6-4) at 

Philadelphia (A.Burnett 5-8)
Miami (H.Alvarez 6-3) at N.Y. Mets (Za.

Wheeler 4-8)
Pittsburgh (Locke 2-1) at Cincinnati 

(Latos 2-1)
St. Louis (J.Kelly 1-1) at Milwaukee 

(Gallardo 5-5)
Minnesota (Kr.Johnson 0-0) at Colo-

rado (J.De La Rosa 9-6)
San Diego (Hahn 4-2) at L.A. Dodgers 

(Haren 8-5)
Arizona (Bolsinger 1-5) at San Fran-

cisco (Lincecum 8-5)

Wednesday
Tigers 4, Dodgers 1

Los Angeles     Detroit
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
DGordn 2b 4 0 1 0 AJcksn cf 4 2 2 0
Puig rf 4 0 2 0 Kinsler 2b 4 1 1 1
HRmrz dh 3 0 0 0 TrHntr dh 3 0 0 1
AdGnzl 1b 4 0 0 0 JMrtnz rf 4 1 1 0
Kemp lf 4 0 0 0 D.Kelly 1b 3 0 2 1
Ethier cf 3 0 0 0 Cstllns 3b 4 0 1 1
Uribe 3b 3 0 0 0 Avila c 3 0 0 0
A.Ellis c 2 0 0 0 Suarez ss 3 0 0 0
Rojas ss 3 1 1 1 RDavis lf 3 0 1 0
Totals 30 1 4 1 Totals 31 4 8 4
Los Angeles 000 010 000—1
Detroit 200 100 01x—4

DP—Los Angeles 1, Detroit 1. LOB—
Los Angeles 4, Detroit 5. 2B—Puig (24), 
A.Jackson (18), R.Davis (14). 3B—Puig (5), 
A.Jackson (4). HR—Rojas (1). SB—R.Davis 
(23). SF—Tor.Hunter. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Los Angeles
Greinke L,11-5 7 7 3 3 0 8
League 1 1 1 1 1 0
Detroit
Scherzer W,11-3 7 4 1 1 2 7
Chamberlain H,16 1 0 0 0 0 2
Nathan S,18-23 1 0 0 0 0 2

WP—Greinke. T—2:48. A—36,462 
(41,681).

Rockies 6, Padres 3
San Diego     Colorado
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
S.Smith lf-rf 3 1 2 1 Blckmn rf 4 2 2 1
Denorfi rf-cf 5 1 2 0 Stubbs cf 4 1 1 2
Headly 3b 5 0 1 0 Tlwtzk ss 4 2 2 2
Grandl c-1b 4 0 1 0 Rosario c 4 1 1 1
Goeert 1b-lf 4 1 1 1 Arenad 3b 4 0 0 0
Venale cf 3 0 1 0 KParkr 1b 3 0 1 0
Rivera ph-c 1 0 0 0 Barnes lf 3 0 0 0
Amarst ss 4 0 1 0 LeMahi 2b 3 0 1 0
Falu 2b 3 0 1 0 Jurrjns p 1 0 0 0
Stults p 2 0 0 0 Kahnle p 0 0 0 0
Medica ph 1 0 0 0 Brothrs p 0 0 0 0
Boyer p 0 0 0 0 Logan p 0 0 0 0
Quentin ph 1 0 0 0 Rutledg ph 1 0 0 0
Benoit p 0 0 0 0 Hwkns p 0 0 0 0
Totals 36 3 10 2 Totals 31 6 8 6
San Diego 000 120 000—3
Colorado 200 100 03x—6

E—Jurrjens (1). LOB—San Diego 10, 
Colorado 2. 2B—Venable (11). HR—
S.Smith (10), Goebbert (1), Blackmon 
(14), Stubbs (9), Tulowitzki 2 (20), Rosario 
(9). SB—Headley (4), Falu (1). S—Kahnle. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
San Diego
Stults 5 5 3 3 0 5
Boyer 2 0 0 0 0 3
Benoit L,3-1 1 3 3 3 0 2
Colorado
Jurrjens 4C 8 3 3 2 6
Kahnle 1B 1 0 0 0 2
Brothers 1 1 0 0 1 2
Logan W,2-1 1 0 0 0 0 1
Hawkins S,17-18 1 0 0 0 1 0

WP—Jurrjens. PB—Rosario. T—3:09. 
A—26,212 (50,480).

Mets 4, Braves 1
Atlanta     New York
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
BUpton cf 3 0 1 1 Grndrs rf 4 0 1 0
ASmns ss 4 0 0 0 DnMrp 2b 4 1 2 0
FFrmn 1b 4 0 0 0 DWrght 3b 2 1 1 0
J.Upton lf 4 0 2 0 Duda 1b 3 0 1 1
Heywrd rf 4 0 1 0 BAreu lf 2 0 0 0
CJhnsn 3b 4 0 0 0 Lagrs pr-cf 0 1 0 0
LaStell 2b 4 0 2 0 Nwnhs cf-lf 2 0 0 1
Laird c 3 0 1 0 dArnad c 3 1 1 2
ESantn p 2 1 1 0 Tejada ss 3 0 0 0
Doumit ph 1 0 0 0 Gee p 2 0 0 0
Varvar p 0 0 0 0 Black p 0 0 0 0
     EYong ph 1 0 0 0
     Mejia p 0 0 0 0
Totals 33 1 8 1 Totals 26 4 6 4
Atlanta 000 001 000—1
New York 100 000 30x—4

E—D.Wright (10). DP—Atlanta 2, New 
York 1. LOB—Atlanta 6, New York 1. 2B—
B.Upton (12), Dan.Murphy (23), D.Wright 
(22). HR—d’Arnaud (6). CS—B.Upton (4). 
SF—Nieuwenhuis. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Atlanta
E.Santana L,7-6 7 6 4 4 2 4
Varvaro 1 0 0 0 0 0
New York
Gee W,4-1 7 6 1 1 1 4
Black H,7 1 0 0 0 0 1
Mejia S,9-11 1 2 0 0 0 2

Gee pitched to 2 batters in the 8th. 
WP—Mejia. T—2:23. A—21,327 (41,922).

Nationals 6, Orioles 2
Washington     Baltimore
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Span cf 5 0 1 0 Markks rf 3 0 0 0
Rendon 3b 4 1 1 0 Pearce lf 3 1 0 0
Werth rf 3 2 2 2 A.Jones cf 4 0 1 0
McLoth rf 0 0 0 0 N.Cruz dh 3 0 0 0
LaRoch 1b 3 0 1 2 C.Davis 1b 4 0 2 1
Zmrmn dh 3 0 0 0 JHardy ss 4 0 0 0
Harper lf 4 0 0 0 Machd 3b 4 1 3 1
Dsmnd ss 4 1 1 1 CJosph c 3 0 1 0
WRams c 4 1 1 1 DYong ph 1 0 0 0
Espinos 2b 3 1 0 0 Schoop 2b 3 0 0 0
Totals 33 6 7 6 Totals 32 2 7 2
Washington 210 110 100—6
Baltimore 100 100 000—2

DP—Washington 2. LOB—Washington 
4, Baltimore 6. 2B—Rendon (22), Werth 
(20). HR—Werth (9), Desmond (16), 
W.Ramos (3), Machado (9). SB—Span 
(14). SF—LaRoche. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Washington
Fister W,8-2 7 7 2 2 2 3
Storen 1 0 0 0 0 1
Detwiler 1 0 0 0 0 0
Baltimore
B.Norris L,7-6 4 6 5 5 1 2
Brach 2C 1 1 1 2 1
Matusz 2B 0 0 0 0 2

B.Norris pitched to 2 batters in the 
5th. HBP—by Fister (Markakis). WP—Fis-
ter. T—2:50. A—35,575 (45,971).

Phillies 4, Brewers 1
Philadelphia     Milwaukee
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Revere cf 4 0 0 0 CGomz cf 4 0 0 0
Rollins ss 4 1 1 2 Segura ss 4 0 0 0
Utley 2b 4 1 2 1 Gennett 2b 4 0 0 0
Howard 1b 4 0 0 0 ArRmr 3b 4 1 1 0
Byrd rf 4 1 1 0 KDavis lf 4 0 0 0
Asche 3b 4 0 1 0 Overay 1b 3 0 2 1
GwynJ lf 0 0 0 0 Maldnd c 3 0 0 0
DBrwn lf 4 0 0 0 LSchfr rf 1 0 0 0
Papeln p 0 0 0 0 Lohse p 1 0 0 0
Rupp c 3 1 2 1 RWeks ph 1 0 0 0
RHrndz p 2 0 0 0 Wooten p 0 0 0 0
ABlanc 3b 0 0 0 0 
Totals 33 4 7 4 Totals 29 1 3 1
Philadelphia 100 002 100—4
Milwaukee 010 000 000—1

E—Lohse (1). LOB—Philadelphia 3, 
Milwaukee 4. HR—Rollins (9), Utley (8). 
S—R.Hernandez, Lohse. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Philadelphia
R.Hernandez W,4-8 8 3 1 1 2 3
Papelbon S,22-24 1 0 0 0 0 1
Milwaukee
Lohse L,9-4 8 7 4 4 0 8
Wooten 1 0 0 0 0 1

T—2:15. A—26,480 (41,900).

Angels 8, Blue Jays 7
Toronto     Los Angeles
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Reyes ss 5 1 2 0 Calhon rf 4 1 1 2
StTllsn 3b 2 1 1 2 Trout cf 4 1 1 0
JFrncs ph-3b 2 0 0 0 Pujols dh 4 2 2 2
MeCarr lf 3 2 1 0 JHmltn lf 4 0 1 1
Bautist 1b 4 0 1 0 Aybar ss 4 1 1 0
Reimld rf 4 0 2 3 HKndrc 2b 4 1 1 1
Kratz c 5 0 0 0 Freese 3b 1 1 1 1
DNavrr dh 5 1 3 1 JMcDnl 3b 1 0 0 0
Mstrnn cf 2 1 0 0 Cron 1b 4 1 2 0
ClRsms ph-cf 2 0 0 0 Conger c 3 0 0 0
Kawsk 2b 5 1 2 0 
Totals 39 7 12 6 Totals 33 8 10 7
Toronto 001 501 000—7
Los Angeles 021 300 20x—8

E—Reyes (13), C.Wilson (2), H.Kendrick 
(8), Cron (1). LOB—Toronto 12, Los An-
geles 5. 2B—Reimold (3), D.Navarro 
(11). HR—Calhoun (10), Pujols (20). S—
St.Tolleson. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Toronto
Stroman 3C 8 6 5 1 4
Redmond 2 0 0 0 1 2
Loup L,2-2 BS,3-5 1 2 2 2 1 1
McGowan 1 0 0 0 1 1
Cecil  B 0 0 0 0 0
Los Angeles
C.Wilson 3C 8 6 3 3 1
Bedrosian  B 1 0 0 0 0
Thatcher  C 0 0 0 1 1
Salas 1B 2 1 1 1 2
Grilli W,1-1 1 1 0 0 1 1
Jepsen H,10 1 0 0 0 0 0
J.Smith S,12-16 1 0 0 0 0 2

Bedrosian pitched to 1 batter in the 
5th. WP—Stroman 2, C.Wilson. T—3:47. 
A—35,726 (45,483).

Yankees 5, Indians 4 (14)
New York     Cleveland
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Ellsury cf 7 2 3 1 Kipnis 2b 7 1 2 0
Jeter dh 6 1 2 0 ACarer ss 7 1 3 0
McCnn c 5 0 1 1 Brantly cf 6 1 1 0
Teixeir 1b 6 2 2 3 CSantn 1b 4 1 1 1
BRorts 2b 5 0 1 0 Chsnhll 3b 5 0 0 1
ISuzuki rf 6 0 1 0 Swisher dh 6 0 2 2
ZAlmnt lf 6 0 1 0 DvMrp rf 6 0 1 0
ZeWhlr 3b 4 0 1 0 YGoms c 6 0 0 0
KJhnsn ph-3b 2 0 0 0 ChDckr lf 6 0 2 0
Ryan ss 5 0 0 0 
Totals 52 5 12 5 Totals 53 4 12 4
New York 000 130 000 000 01—5
Cleveland 300 010 000 000 00—4

E—Teixeira (6). DP—New York 2, Cleve-
land 1. LOB—New York 9, Cleveland 11. 
2B—Ellsbury (19), A.Cabrera (22). HR—
Ellsbury (6), Teixeira 2 (17). SB—Kipnis 
(11). SF—McCann. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
New York
McCarthy 6C 9 4 1 1 3
Thornton  B 0 0 0 0 0
Betances 1 0 0 0 0 2
Warren 1B 1 0 0 0 1
Huff 0 0 0 0 3 0
Kelley 1C 0 0 0 0 2
Whitley W,4-2 2 1 0 0 0 3
Dav.Rbrtson S,22-24 1 1 0 0 0 1
Cleveland
Tomlin 7 8 4 4 0 5
Atchison 1 0 0 0 1 1
Shaw 1 1 0 0 0 1
Allen 1 1 0 0 1 1
Axford 1B 0 0 0 1 2
Rzepczynski 2 1 0 0 0 2
Pestano L,0-1  C 1 1 1 0 1

Huff pitched to 3 batters in the 10th. 
T—4:51. A—21,727 (42,487).

D-backs 4, Marlins 3 (10)
Miami     Arizona
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Yelich lf 4 2 2 0 Inciart cf 3 1 0 0
Solano 2b 5 0 2 2 DPerlt lf 5 1 1 1
Stanton rf 4 0 0 1 Gldsch 1b 3 0 1 2
McGeh 3b 4 0 2 0 MMntr c 4 0 1 0
GJones 1b 4 0 0 0 Prado 3b 4 0 1 0
Ozuna cf 3 0 1 0 GParra rf 4 0 0 0
Hchvrr ss 4 1 2 0 Gregrs 2b 4 1 2 0
Mathis c 3 0 0 0 Ahmed ss 4 0 1 1
Eovaldi p 3 0 0 0 Cllmntr p 2 0 0 0
MDunn p 0 0 0 0 Stites p 0 0 0 0
Morris p 0 0 0 0 Kschnc ph 0 0 0 0
RJhnsn ph 1 0 0 0 C.Ross ph 1 0 1 0
Cishek p 0 0 0 0 Ziegler p 0 0 0 0
     A.Hill ph 1 1 1 0
Totals 35 3 9 3 Totals 35 4 9 4
Miami 000 001 000 2—3
Arizona 000 000 010 3—4

No outs when winning run scored. 
E—Hechavarria (8). DP—Ariz. 2. LOB—Mi-
ami 6, Ariz. 8. 2B—Solano (3), Ozuna (13), 
Goldschmidt (35). 3B—Gregorius (3). 
CS—M.Montero (3). S—Mathis, Inciarte. 
SF—Stanton. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Miami
Eovaldi 7 4 1 1 1 2
M.Dunn 1 1 0 0 1 0
Morris 1 1 0 0 0 1
Cishek L,4-5 BS,3-23 0 3 3 3 1 0
Arizona
Collmenter 7 7 1 1 1 6
Stites 1 0 0 0 0 0
Ziegler W,4-1 2 2 2 2 1 4

Eovaldi pitched to 2 batters in the 8th. 
Cishek pitched to 4 batters in the 10th. 
T—2:53. A—18,268 (48,633).

Cardinals 5, Pirates 2
Pittsburgh     St. Louis
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
GPolnc rf 4 0 0 0 MCrpnt 3b 5 1 2 0
JHrrsn lf-2b 4 0 1 0 Tavers cf-rf 5 0 2 0
AMcCt cf 4 0 0 0 Hollidy lf 3 2 2 1
NWalkr 2b 4 2 2 1 MAdms 1b 5 0 3 2
Pimntl p 0 0 0 0 JhPerlt ss 5 0 1 1
PAlvrz 3b 3 0 0 0 YMolin c 1 0 1 0
Mercer ss 4 0 1 1 T.Cruz ph-c 3 0 1 0
I.Davis 1b 2 0 1 0 Craig rf 4 0 0 0
CStwrt c 3 0 1 0 Maness p 0 0 0 0
RMartn ph 1 0 0 0 Rosnthl p 0 0 0 0
Cumptn p 1 0 0 0 Wong 2b 2 1 1 1
Frieri p 0 0 0 0 Lynn p 1 1 0 0
Mrtnz ph 1 0 0 0 Choate p 0 0 0 0
JGomz p 0 0 0 0 Brjos ph-cf 1 0 1 0
Hague ph 1 0 0 0 
JuWlsn p 0 0 0 0 
Snider lf 0 0 0 0 
Totals 32 2 6 2 Totals 35 5 14 5
Pittsburgh 010 100 000—2
St. Louis 201 100 10x—5

E—C.Stewart (3). DP—Pittsburgh 1, 
St. Louis 1. LOB—Pittsburgh 6, St. Louis 
12. 2B—J.Harrison (13), N.Walker (11), 
I.Davis (11), Ma.Adams (22), Jh.Peralta 
(24), Y.Molina (16). 3B—Bourjos (4). HR—
N.Walker (12), Wong (4). SB—P.Alvarez 
(6), Wong (10). S—Lynn. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Pittsburgh
Cumpton L,3-3 3B 9 4 4 3 2
Frieri  C 0 0 0 0 0
J.Gomez 2 2 0 0 2 1
Ju.Wilson 1 2 1 1 0 1
Pimentel 1 1 0 0 0 0
St. Louis
Lynn W,10-6 6C 6 2 2 2 4
Choate H,6  B 0 0 0 0 0
Maness H,3 1 0 0 0 0 1
Rosenthal S,27-31 1 0 0 0 1 1

T—3:24. A—43,941 (45,399).

Reds 4, Cubs 1
Chicago     Cincinnati
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Coghln lf 4 0 0 0 BHmltn cf 3 1 1 1
Alcantr 2b 4 0 0 0 Broxtn p 0 0 0 0
Rizzo 1b 3 1 2 1 AChpm p 0 0 0 0
SCastro ss 4 0 1 0 Schmkr lf 3 1 0 0
Valuen 3b 3 0 0 0 Phillips 2b 3 0 2 1
Lake ph 1 0 0 0 Frazier 3b 1 0 1 0
Ruggin cf 4 0 0 0 Bruce rf 3 0 1 1
Sweeny rf 3 0 1 0 Mesorc c 4 0 0 0
Olt ph 1 0 0 0 B.Pena 1b 3 1 0 0
Castillo c 2 0 1 0 RSntg 3b-2b 3 0 1 1
Beeler p 2 0 0 0 Cozart ss 3 1 1 0
Grimm p 0 0 0 0 Simon p 1 0 0 0
Schrhlt ph 1 0 0 0 MParr p 0 0 0 0
Wrght p 0 0 0 0 Ludwck ph 1 0 0 0
     Heisey cf 0 0 0 0
Totals 32 1 5 1 Totals 28 4 7 4
Chicago 001 000 000—1
Cincinnati 010 030 00x—4

LOB—Chicago 6, Cincinnati 5. 
2B—Sweeney (6), R.Santiago (3). 3B—
B.Hamilton (6). HR—Rizzo (20). CS—
B.Hamilton (13). S—Simon. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Chicago
Beeler L,0-2 5 6 4 4 4 0
Grimm 1 0 0 0 0 0
W.Wright 2 1 0 0 0 2
Cincinnati
Simon W,12-3 6C 4 1 1 2 8
M.Parra H,12  B 0 0 0 0 1
Broxton H,13 1 1 0 0 0 1
A.Chapman S,19-21 1 0 0 0 0 3

PB—Mesoraco. T—2:52. A—32,810 
(42,319).

Red Sox 5, White Sox 4
Chicago     Boston
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Eaton cf 4 0 1 1 B.Holt ss-3b 5 0 1 1
GBckh 2b 4 0 0 0 Pedroia 2b 4 1 1 1
JAreu 1b 4 1 2 1 D.Ortiz dh 4 1 2 1
A.Dunn dh 4 0 1 0 Napoli 1b 3 0 0 0
AlRmrz ss 4 0 0 0 JGoms lf 3 0 2 1
Gillaspi 3b 4 2 2 1 Bogarts 3b 3 0 0 0
Viciedo rf 4 0 0 0 Carp ph 1 0 0 0
Sierra rf 0 0 0 0 Drew ss 0 0 0 0
De Aza lf 4 0 3 0 BrdlyJr cf 4 0 0 0
Flowrs c 3 1 1 0 Betts rf 3 2 2 0
     Vazquz c 3 0 0 0
     Nava ph 1 1 1 1
Totals 35 4 10 3 Totals 34 5 9 5
Chicago 110 100 100—4
Boston 000 000 032—5

One out when winning run scored. 
E—Napoli (5). DP—Boston 1. LOB—Chi-
cago 4, Boston 7. 2B—Eaton (14), A.Dunn 
(14), Gillaspie (21), De Aza (12), Flowers 
(6), D.Ortiz (16), J.Gomes (7), Betts 2 (2), 
Nava (6). 3B—De Aza (4). HR—J.Abreu 
(28), Gillaspie (3). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Chicago
Sale 7C 4 1 1 0 6
Petricka 0 3 2 2 1 0
Guerra L,0-1 BS,2-2  C 2 2 2 0 0
Boston
R.De La Rosa 5 6 3 3 0 3
Breslow 1 0 0 0 0 0
Mujica 1 3 1 1 0 1
Tazawa 1 1 0 0 0 0
Uehara W,5-2 1 0 0 0 0 3

Petricka pitched to 4 batters in the 
8th. HBP—by Guerra (Betts), by Sale 
(J.Gomes). T—2:54. A—36,218 (37,499).

Royals 5, Rays 4
Kansas City     Tampa Bay
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
JDyson cf 5 1 1 0 DJnngs cf 4 0 0 0
L.Cain rf 5 0 2 0 Zobrist ss 2 0 0 0
Hosmer 1b 2 2 1 1 Joyce dh 3 0 1 0
S.Perez c 5 2 2 3 Frsyth ph-dh 2 0 0 0
Infante 2b 4 0 3 0 Longori 3b 4 1 1 0
BButler dh 4 0 2 0 Loney 1b 4 1 0 0
C.Colon pr-dh 1 0 0 0 Guyer lf 5 0 1 0
Ibanez lf 5 0 0 1 SRdrgz 2b 3 0 0 0
AGordn lf 0 0 0 0 JMolin c 3 1 1 0
Valenci 3b 4 0 0 0 Kiermr rf 4 1 4 4
AEscor ss 4 0 0 0 
Totals 39 5 11 5 Totals 34 4 8 4
Kansas City 100 100 003—5
Tampa Bay 000 400 000—4

E—Zobrist (8). LOB—Kansas City 11, 
Tampa Bay 11. HR—Hosmer (5), S.Perez 
(11), Kiermaier (8). SB—J.Dyson 2 (16), 
L.Cain (12). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Kansas City
Ventura 5 5 4 4 4 5
K.Herrera  C 2 0 0 1 0
S.Downs 1B 0 0 0 0 0
Crow W,4-1 1 1 0 0 2 0
G.Holland S,24-25 1 0 0 0 0 2
Tampa Bay
Cobb 6C 6 2 2 2 7
Balfour H,6  B 0 0 0 1 0
McGee H,11  B 2 0 0 0 1
Boxberger H,6  C 0 0 0 0 0
Jo.Peralta H,13  B 1 2 2 1 1
Yates L,0-1 BS,1-1  C 2 1 1 0 0

HBP—by Ventura (S.Rodriguez). T—
3:35. A—12,150 (31,042).

Astros 8, Rangers 4
Houston     Texas
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Altuve 2b 5 1 1 0 Choo lf 4 0 1 1
Grssmn rf 5 2 4 2 Andrus ss 5 0 1 0
Springr cf 5 1 2 2 Rios dh 5 1 1 0
Singltn 1b 4 1 1 0 ABeltre 3b 4 0 2 1
MDmn 3b 4 0 0 0 Smlnsk rf 4 0 3 0
Carter dh 4 1 2 0 Gimenz c 4 1 1 0
Corprn c 4 1 2 2 Odor 2b 3 1 0 0
KHrndz lf 3 1 1 1 Rosales 1b 2 1 1 0
MGnzlz ss 4 0 0 0 LMartn ph 1 0 0 0
     DRrtsn cf 3 0 1 2
     C.Pena ph 1 0 0 0
Totals 38 8 13 7 Totals 36 4 11 4
Houston 021 012 200—8
Texas 130 000 000—4

E—Corporan (3), M.Dominguez (7), 
D.Robertson (2). DP—Houston 1, Texas 
2. LOB—Houston 4, Texas 8. 2B—Altuve
(27), Grossman (5), Corporan 2 (5), Rios
(19), D.Robertson (3). 3B—K.Hernandez
(1). HR—Grossman (3), Springer (19). 
SF—Choo. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Houston
Keuchel W,9-5 6C 8 4 4 1 3
Veras 1B 1 0 0 0 1
Qualls 1 2 0 0 0 1
Texas
Darvish L,8-5 6 10 6 6 0 8
Frasor 1 2 2 2 0 1
Cotts 1 1 0 0 1 1
S.Baker 1 0 0 0 0 1

WP—Keuchel, Darvish. Balk—Cotts.
T—3:05. A—31,161 (48,114).

Giants 5, Athletics 2
Oakland     San Francisco
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Crisp cf 3 0 0 0 Pence rf 5 1 2 2
Vogt 1b 2 1 2 1 Belt 1b 3 1 0 0
Gentry ph-rf 1 0 0 0 Sandovl 3b 4 0 2 0
Cespds lf 4 1 0 0 Posey c 4 0 1 1
Moss rf-1b 4 0 1 0 Morse lf 3 0 1 0
Dnldsn 3b 4 0 0 0 J.Perez lf 0 0 0 0
Lowrie ss 4 0 2 1 GBlanc cf 3 1 0 0
DNorrs c 4 0 0 0 Panik 2b 4 1 2 0
Callasp 2b 3 0 0 0 BCrwfr ss 4 1 2 0
Hamml p 1 0 0 0 M.Cain p 3 0 0 0
OFlhrt p 0 0 0 0 Affeldt p 0 0 0 0
Punto ph 1 0 0 0 Romo p 0 0 0 0
JiJhnsn p 0 0 0 0 Colvin ph 1 0 0 0
     Casilla p 0 0 0 0
Totals 31 2 5 2 Totals 34 5 10 3
Oakland 000 101 000—2
San Francisco 011 102 00x—5

E—Cespedes (3), M.Cain (2). LOB—
Oakland 5, San Francisco 8. 2B—Morse 
(22). HR—Vogt (3), Pence (12). SB—Pence 
(8). CS—Crisp (4). S—Hammel. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Oakland
Hammel L,0-1 5 6 3 2 3 3
O’Flaherty 1 3 2 2 0 2
Ji.Johnson 2 1 0 0 0 1
San Francisco
M.Cain W,2-7 6 5 2 2 2 4
Affeldt H,14 1 0 0 0 0 0
Romo H,1 1 0 0 0 0 2
Casilla S,4-7 1 0 0 0 0 1

WP—O’Flaherty. T—3:02. A—41,427
(41,915).

Twins 8, Mariners 1
Minnesota     Seattle
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Dozier 2b 5 2 2 0 EnChvz lf 5 0 2 0
Nunez ss 5 1 1 0 J.Jones cf 5 0 1 0
Plouffe 3b 3 1 0 0 Cano 2b 5 0 3 1
KMorls dh 4 0 1 3 Seager 3b 4 0 2 0
Wlngh lf 2 0 0 1 Morrsn 1b 4 0 0 0
Parmel lf 1 0 0 0 Hart dh 4 0 1 0
Arcia rf 4 1 0 0 MSndrs rf 4 0 2 0
KSuzuk c 4 1 2 0 Zunino c 2 0 0 0
Fryer c 0 0 0 0 Sucre c 2 0 0 0
Colaell 1b 4 1 2 2 BMiller ss 4 1 1 0
Fuld cf 2 1 1 1 
Totals 34 8 9 7 Totals 39 1 12 1
Minnesota 140 300 000—8
Seattle 000 000 100—1

E—Morrison (3). DP—Seattle 1. LOB—
Minnesota 7, Seattle 12. 2B—Dozier 2 
(14), K.Morales (7), Colabello (13), Cano 
(21). SF—K.Morales, Willingham. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Minnesota
Gibson W,8-7 6 7 0 0 1 3
Thielbar 1 3 1 1 0 2
Burton 1 1 0 0 0 0
Guerrier 1 1 0 0 0 0
Seattle
Elias L,7-8 3B 7 7 6 3 3
Pryor 1C 1 1 0 2 1
Leone 1B 0 0 0 1 3
Maurer 2C 1 0 0 0 2

WP—Gibson, Guerrier, Pryor. PB—
Zunino. T—3:11. A—16,460 (47,476).

Calendar
July 15 — All-Star Game, Minneapolis.
July 18 — Deadline for amateur draft 

picks to sign.
July 27 — Hall of Fame inductions, 

Cooperstown, N.Y.
July 31 — Last day to trade a player 

without securing waivers.
Aug. 12-14 — Owners’ meetings, Bal-

timore.
Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40 

players.
Sept. 30 — Postseason begins.
Oct. 22 — World Series begins.
November TBA — Deadline for teams

to make qualifying offers to their eligible
former players who became free agents, 
fifth day after World Series.

November TBA — Deadline for free 
agents to accept qualifying offers, 12th
day after World Series.

Nov. 10-12 — General managers’ meet-
ings, Phoenix.

Dec. 2 — Last day for teams to offer 
2015 contracts to unsigned players.

Dec. 8-11 — Winter meetings, San Di-
ego.

Dec. 8 — Hall of Fame golden era (1947-
72) vote announced, San Diego.
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BALTIMORE — The Washing-
ton Nationals made themselves 
right at home at Camden Yards in 
an interleague duel between cross-
town rivals and division leaders.

Doug Fister allowed two runs 
over seven innings and Washing-
ton hit three solo homers in a 6-2 
victory over the Baltimore Orioles 
on Wednesday.

The Nationals usually win with 
pitching, and Fister was more 
than efficient. But on this night 
Washington beat the hard-hitting 
Orioles at their own game, using 
home runs by Wilson Ramos, Ian 
Desmond and Jayson Werth to 
win this matchup between teams 
located 40 miles apart.

“This is a good ballpark to hit 
home runs in,” Nationals manager 
Matt Williams said. “All you need 
to do is look at the other dugout to 
see that.”

Fister (8-2) scattered seven hits, 
walked two and struck out three. 
He is 8-1 in his last 11 starts and 
52-52 for his career, the first time 
the right-hander has been at .500 
since 6-6 in 2010.

“He was pretty good,” said Ori-
oles catcher Caleb Joseph, who hit 
into two double plays. “He sinks 
the ball so well and he’s got that 
curveball, he didn’t bust it out until 
the second or third time around. 
And he’s got a good enough slider 
to hit one off the barrel.”

Fister has earned the right to 
be considered the ace of a staff 
that includes Stephen Strasburg, 
Gio Gonzalez and Jordan Zim-
mermann. But, Williams said, 
“Everybody has pitched very well. 

To throw labels on guys isn’t fair. 
They have all pitched very well; 
sometimes it just doesn’t come out 
as a win.”

Each team has one win in the 
rain-shortened, home-and-home 
showdown that concludes Thurs-
day night. Baltimore is 7-2 in its 
last nine games and Washington 
has won eight of 10 overall.

“We’re getting some momen-
tum together and that’s kind of 
where we’re at right now,” Fister 
said. “That’s good going into the 
break.”

Manny Machado went 3-for-4 
with a homer for the Orioles and 
Chris Davis had two hits and an 
RBI. Machado is 12-for-21 in four 
games since returning from a 
five-game suspension.

“I feel fine at the plate, seeing 
the ball well,” Machado said. “I’m 
just trying to keep this going.”

Orioles starter Bud Norris (7-6) 
gave up five runs and six hits in 
four-plus innings in his first ap-
pearance since June 21. He won 
four straight starts before going 
on the disabled list with a right 
groin strain.

“As much as you do side work 
and (simulated) games and stuff 
like that, there’s no substitute for 
the adrenaline and the challenge 
of facing major league hitters,” 
Baltimore manager Buck Showal-
ter said. “Especially ones as good 
as Washington has. So it will get 
better. We’ve seen what he’s ca-
pable of.”

It was Norris’ shortest outing of 
the year, and the five runs and two 
home runs he allowed matched 
season highs.

“I felt pretty good,” he insisted.
“Got a little achy there at the end,
but I’m happy with the results and
it’s kind of out of my head now.
I’ll get a couple more bullpens in
and just go from there and into the
break and feel good going into the
second half.”

    Yankees 5, Indians 4 (14):  Ja-
coby Ellsbury’s two-out homer in 
the 14th inning sent visiting New 
York to a victory over Cleveland.

Ellsbury hit his sixth home run
of the season on an 0-2 pitch from 
Vinnie Pestano (0-1). 

Red Sox 5, White Sox 4: Dan-
iel Nava doubled home the tying
run in the ninth inning and scored
on Brock Holt’s single as host Bos-
ton rallied from a four-run deficit 
to beat Chicago and snap a four-
game losing streak. 

Angels 8, Blue Jays 7: Albert 
Pujols hit a go-ahead, two-run
homer in the seventh inning and
Kole Calhoun also connected as 
host Los Angeles beat Toronto. 

Royals 5, Rays 4: Salvador 
Perez hit a go-ahead, three-run
homer in the ninth inning to lift
Kansas City over host Tampa 
Bay. 

Astros 8, Rangers 4: Robbie
Grossman snapped an 0-for-28
slide with a career-high four hits
as Houston climbed out of last 
place in the AL West, completing
a three-game sweep with a victory 
over All-Star pitcher Yu Darvish 
and host Texas. 

Twins 8, Mariners 1: Kendrys
Morales knocked in three runs
and Kyle Gibson pitched six shut-
out innings to lead visiting Minne-
sota past Seattle. 

The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — Alfredo Simon 
leads the National League in wins. 
He’s still hoping to be added to the 
All-Star team.

Simon became the NL’s first 12-
game winner and Billy Hamilton 
added to his sensational series 
with a tiebreaking triple Wednes-
day night, sending the Cincin-
nati Reds to a 4-1 victory over the 
trade-depleted Chicago Cubs.

The Reds won their fifth in a 
row — matching their season high 
— and moved a season-best seven 
games over .500. After winning 
the first four games of the series, 
they’ll try for their first five-game 
sweep since 1976 on Thursday.

Cincinnati moved within 2 1⁄2 
games of first-place Milwaukee in 
the NL Central, its smallest defi-
cit since April 7. The Reds were a 
season-high 8 1⁄2 out on June 22.

Simon (12-3), left off the NL All-
Star roster Sunday, became the 
first Reds pitcher to win 12 games 
before the break since Edinson 
Volquez also went 12-3 in the first 
half of 2008. The reliever-turned-
starter gave up four hits in 6 2⁄3 in-
nings, including Anthony Rizzo’s 
third homer in four games.

If another pitcher has to pull out 
of the All-Star game next week, 
Simon would be considered.

“I’m really happy with myself,” 
he said. “I think I have the num-
bers to be on the All-Star team. I 
don’t know what’s going to happen. 
They told me to stand by.”

Hamilton tripled home a run 
and scored during a three-run 
fifth against Dallas Beeler (0-2), 
who has lost his first two starts 
in the majors. Cubs manager 
Rick Renteria was ejected during 
the inning for arguing a foul ball 
call with third base umpire Andy 
Fletcher.

Hamilton is 7-for-15 with three 
triples, three walks, two steals and 
seven RBIs during the series. On 
Tuesday night, his ninth-inning 
single completed the Reds’ come-
back from a five-run deficit to a 6-
5 win and a doubleheader sweep.

Hamilton flied out in his last at-

bat and left the game because his 
left hamstring was tight. He ex-
pects to miss a few games.

“It’s been bothering me for 
the past couple of days,” Hamil-
ton said. “I knew something was 
happening. On the last at-bat, I 
stepped down and I felt it pull 
when I started running.”

 Simon has been one of the ma-
jors’ biggest surprises. Moved into 
the rotation when Mat Latos tore 
knee cartilage in spring training, 
the 33-year-old pitcher is having 
by far the best year of his career, 
ranking among the league leaders 
in several categories.

The right-hander walked two, 
matched his season high with 
eight strikeouts and threw 119 
pitches, retiring 13 in a row dur-
ing one stretch.

Aroldis Chapman struck out the 
side in the ninth for his 19th save 
in 21 chances.

  Mets 4, Braves 1: Dillon Gee 
pitched into the eighth inning 
after two months on the disabled 
list and Travis d’Arnaud hit a two-
run homer as host New York beat 
Atlanta for its first four-game win-
ning streak in a year. 

Diamondbacks 4, Marlins 3 
(10): Paul Goldschmidt doubled 
in the last two of his team’s three 
runs in the 10th inning, giving Ar-
izona a comeback victory against 
visiting Miami. 

Rockies 6, Padres 3: Troy Tu-
lowitzki hit two of Colorado’s five 
home runs in a win over visitnig 
San Diego.

Drew Stubbs, Charlie Blackmon 
and Wilin Rosario also went deep 
for the Rockies. 

Phillies 4, Brewers 1: Jimmy 
Rollins and Chase Utley hom-
ered to support Roberto Hernan-
dez’s solid start as Philadelphia 
beat host Milwaukee for its third 
straight win over the NL Central 
leaders. 

Cardinals 5, Pirates 2: Lance 
Lynn reached double figures in 
wins before the All-Star break 
for the third consecutive year 
and Kolten Wong homered for the 
second game in a row, helping St. 
Louis beat visiting Pittsburgh. 

Reds’ Simon wins 
NL-best 12th game

Nats blast 3 HRs, beat O’s 
in battle of division leaders

PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP 

The Washington Nationals’ Adam LaRoche, right, watches his sacrifice fly in front of Baltimore Orioles 
catcher Caleb Joseph and home plate umpire Dan Iassogna in the fifth inning of Wednesday’s game in 
Baltimore. Danny Espinosa scored on the play as the Nationals won 6-2.

AL BEHRMAN/AP 

The Cincinnati Reds’ Billy Hamilton, right, is tagged out by Chicago 
Cubs shortstop Starlin Castro while trying to steal second base in 
the third inning on Wednesday in Cincinnati.
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Persie, the 
designated 
first penalty 
taker in shoot-
outs, had to 
watch from 
the bench as 
central de-
fender Ron 
Vlaar’s lead-
off spot kick 
was saved.

Van Gaal 
said he asked 
two other 
players be-

fore turning to Vlaar, the Aston 
Villa center back who had an out-
standing match against Argen-
tina. He would not name those 
players.

Vlaar agreed and shot it too 
close to Sergio Romero and at a 
height that made it easy to save. 
The Netherlands was immedi-
ately behind in the shootout and 
never recovered.

Van Gaal didn’t say why he 
didn’t let more experienced play-
ers take their penalties first and 
leave Vlaar until last.

“Van Persie usually takes the 
first one but he was substituted 
so [Van Gaal] asked me and I said 
yes,” Vlaar said. “I felt good. But 
if you take one you have to score 
and it didn’t happen.”

After the match, Van Gaal de-
fended each change. Martins Indi 
was having a tough time defend-
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goalkeeper Tim Krul in the last seconds of 
extra time to replace Jasper Cillessen and 
Krul saved two spot kicks.

This time, Van Gaal had used up all 
three substitutions by the end of extra time 
and Cillessen had to face the shootout. Van 
Gaal said he would have made the same 
keeper swap if he’d had a substitution left.

The young Ajax goalkeeper got a hand 
to Rodriguez’s decisive powerful shot, but 
could only deflect it into the roof of the net, 
and then collapsed onto his knees and sank 
onto his back. Krul walked across the pitch 
to console him.

Van Gaal said he even had a hand in 
Romero’s heroics, having trained him at 
AZ Alkmaar in the Dutch league.

“Penalties are always a matter of luck,” 
he said. “And I taught Romero how to stop 
penalties so that hurts.”

Many of Argentina’s players stripped off 
their shirts in the rain at the Itaquerao Sta-
dium and danced in front of their fans.

Argentina reached its fifth final, and its 
first in 24 years. It won the title in 1978 — 
beating the Dutch — and in 1986. It lost the 
championship matches in 1930 and 1990. It 
played West Germany in both the ’86 and 
’90 finals.

The Netherlands, which has never won 
the World Cup, was seeking to reach its 
fourth final.

The tournament’s second semifinal had 
been billed as a showdown between Messi 
and Arjen Robben, but both star drib-
blers were subdued. Instead it was mid-
field controllers Nigel de Jong and Javier 

Mascherano who stood out as both sides’ 
defenses marked two of the World Cup’s 
biggest stars out of the game.

When Robben finally broke free in stop-
page time, Mascherano’s perfectly timed 
sliding tackle blocked his shot at the near 
post.

De Jong, who recovered from a groin 
injury to start, lasted just over an hour 
before being replaced by Feyenoord mid-
fielder Jordy Clasie, who made his World 
Cup debut.

After scoring 10 goals in three group 
matches, the Dutch scoring dried up in the 

knockout rounds. The team managed two 
late strikes against Mexico but failed to 
find the net before eliminating Costa Rica 
in the quarterfinal shootout.

“The issue in a championship like this 
one is that you score one more goal than 
your opponent, which we didn’t do,” Van 
Gaal said, “We didn’t create very much.”

Argentina also has found goals hard to 
come by in Brazil, not winning any of its 
matches by more than a one-goal margin 
and recording back-to-back 1-0 wins over 
Switzerland and Belgium in the knockout 
stages.

The two sides’ attacking impotence was
highlighted by a 73rd-minute free kick by
Messi from the right corner that sailed
over everybody and out of play. Dirk Kuyt
followed suit a minute later by sending a 
long ball off the other end of the pitch.

Argentina tried to finish the match in
the second half of extra time, but when 
the chances came Rodrigo Palacio headed 
tamely at Cillessen and Maxi Rodriguez 
mishit a volley.

“Argentina didn’t create very many op-
portunities, if any,” Van Gaal said. “So
there was a balance in the match.”

WORLD CUP

No last-minute swap this time for Van Gaal
BY MIKE CORDER

The Associated Press

SAO PAULO — Louis van 
Gaal’s luck finally ran out at the 
World Cup.

The Netherlands coach ap-
peared to have a golden tactical 
touch in Brazil. He switched sys-
tems during matches to force vic-
tories, brought on substitutes who 
scored within minutes, posted a 
striker on defense and — most 
amazingly of all — swapped goal-
keepers for a penalty shootout 
victory.

But in the semifinals against 
Argentina on Wednesday, he ran 
out of substitutes before he could 
pull that trick again and his team 
was eliminated in a shootout after 
Jasper Cillessen failed to stop any 
of Argentina’s four penalties fol-
lowing a 0-0 draw.

“I’d have subbed him again if I’d 
had the chance,” Van Gaal said. 
“But I didn’t have the chance.”

On Wednesday, his substitu-
tions may have ultimately cost 
the Netherlands the game, and a 
place in the World Cup final.

He took off defender Bruno 
Martins Indi, captain Robin van 
Persie and midfielder Nigel de 
Jong.

That meant not only that he 
couldn’t replace Cillessen with 
Tim Krul ahead of the shootout 
as he did so successfully against 
Costa Rica, but also that Van 

ing Enzo Perez and had picked up 
a yellow card. He didn’t want De 
Jong, just back from a groin in-
jury from the second-round win 
over Mexico, to reinjure himself. 
And Van Persie was “on his last 
legs” and he thought substitute 

Klaas Jan Huntelaar had more 
chance of scoring.

“But if you don’t score, every 
substitution is wrong,” the 62-
year-old coach said.

Now Van Gaal has only what he 
considers a meaningless third-

place match to prepare for before 
he heads to England to begin re-
building Manchester United as its 
manager.

The Old Trafford faithful must 
be eagerly awaiting his arrival
after this World Cup.

Dutch coach used up subs before shootout

‘ If you 
don’t 
score, 
every sub-
stitution is 
wrong. ’
Louis van Gaal

Dutch coach

FRANK AUGSTEIN/AP

Netherlands head coach Louis van Gaal, second left, instructs his players, from left, Arjen Robben, Dirk 
Kuyt and Georginio Wijnaldum during Wednesday’s semifinal.

Saves: Dutch contain Messi, but offense can’t break through

NATACHA PISARENKO/AP

Dutch goalkeeper Jasper Cillessen reacts after being scored on by Argentina’s Maxi Rodriguez during a penalty shootout on 
Wednesday in Sao Paulo. Argentina defeated the Netherlands 4-2 on penalty kicks after a 0-0 tie through extra time.
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BY KARL RITTER

The  Associated Press

SAO PAULO — Louis van Gaal 
took some credit for showing 
Argentina’s Sergio Romero how 
to stop penalties, advice that cost 
the Netherlands coach dearly on 
Wednesday.

Romero stopped two spot kicks 
as Argentina beat Van Gaal’s team 
4-2 in a penalty shootout in the 
World Cup semifinals, advancing 
to the final against Germany.

“I taught Romero to stop penal-
ties, so that hurts,” said Van Gaal, 
who worked with Romero at Dutch 
club Alkmaar in 2007-2009.

Romero praised his former 
coach for helping him adapt when 
he arrived in the Netherlands as a 
20-year-old, though he said win-
ning the shootout came down to 
chance.

“It’s luck, that’s the truth. You 
can dive (the right way) and not 
make it, like happened to their 
goalkeeper,” Romero said. “I had 
confidence. Thank God things 
turned out.”

Romero, who isn’t even a start-
er in his current club team Mona-
co, now has three straight clean 
sheets in the World Cup, and has 
only conceded three goals in the 
tournament.

Netherlands coach Van Gaal taught 
Argentina keeper how to stop penalties

Romero seals victory with help from foe

MANU FERNANDEZ/AP 

Argentina goalkeeper Sergio Romero saves a penalty attempt from the Netherlands’ Ron Vlaar during 
their semifinal match Wednesday at the Itaquerao Stadium in Sao Paulo. Argentina advanced to Sunday’s 
final against Germany with a 4-2 win in the shootout.

Scoreboard

 Semifinals
Tuesday, July 8

At Belo Horizonte, Brazil
Germany 7, Brazil 1

Wednesday, July 9
At Sao Paulo

Argentina 0, Netherlands 0, Argentina 
advances on penalty kicks, 4-2

Third place
Saturday, July 12
At Brasilia, Brazil

Brazil vs. Netherlands

Championship
Sunday, July 13

At Rio de Janeiro
Germany vs. Argentina 

The 27-year-old goalkeeper 
said a lot of thoughts were run-
ning through his mind before the 
shootout.

“I had my colleagues from the 
bench helping me where each 
player could shoot,” Romero said.

He stopped Ron Vlaar’s penalty 
kick by diving right and Wesley 
Sneijder’s by diving to the left.

“I was thinking Sneijder was 
going to shoot there,” Romero 
said. “I was also thinking that 
(Arjen) Robben was going to 
shoot to my left and then he ended 
up shooting to the other side and 

that’s why I was so mad.”
Argentina coach Alejandro Sa-

bella said Romero keeps a folder 
of information on other teams 
and their players and where they 
normally aim their penalties.

Before the World Cup, Sabella 
insisted he still considered Rome-

ro as his top choice despite his 
lack of playing time in the French 
league.

Romero said he had learned 
a lot both from Sabella and Van 
Gaal, and that he went to greet 
the Netherlands coach in the 
dressing room after the game.

“He is someone that helped me
a lot when I arrived in Holland,
in a completely different country
with different customs,” Romero
said. “I will be forever grateful to 
the coach for helping me out in a 
country that is so different from 
ours.”

BY KARL RITTER

The  Associated Press

SAO PAULO — Javier Mascherano and Pablo Zabaleta both 
played on for Argentina on Tuesday after being knocked 

down by blows to the head.
Mascherano looked discombobulated after he clashed 

heads with Georginio Winjaldum in the first half 
of Argentina’s World Cup semifinal win over the 

Netherlands.
Holding his head, he took a few steps and then 
slumped to the ground. After receiving medical 

attention, he returned to the game and played a key 
defensive role to keep the Netherlands from scoring.

“It’s good, good,” Mascherano said after his team 
advanced to the final with a 4-2 shootout win. “I 

had a little bit of a headache. But now good.”
Zabaleta went down bleeding from his mouth 

after smashing his face into Netherlands wingback 
Dirk Kuyt’s shoulder in extra time.

He also played on after team doctors put a piece of 
tissue in his mouth.
Earlier in the tournament, the world players’ union 

accused FIFA of failing to protect Uruguay midfielder 
Alvaro Pereira after he stayed in the match following a 

hard blow to the head.
Although Pereira acknowledged he was briefly knocked 

unconscious and then felt dizzy, FIFA said the responsibil-
ity lies with the team doctor, who allowed him to continue 

playing.

Argentina’s Pablo Zabaleta, left, played in extra time with 
bleeding in his mouth after smashing his face into the shoulder 
of Netherlands wingback Dirk Kuyt during their World Cup 
semifinal match on Wednesday. Javier Mascherano, right, 
looked discombobulated after he clashed heads with the 
Netherlands’ Georginio Winjaldum in the first half. After 
receiving medical attention, he returned to the game.
Photos by Manu Fernandez and Eraldo Peres/AP

Mascherano, Zabaleta play on despite head blows
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Scherzer tops Greinke in pitching duel
 MLB, Page 27

WORLD CUP

BY MIKE CORDER

The Associated Press

SAO PAULO — Goalkeeper Sergio 
Romero saved two penalties Wednesday 
to send Argentina into the World Cup final 
with a 4-2 shootout win over the Neth-
erlands after the game finished in a 0-0 
stalemate.

A day after Germany lit up the World 
Cup with its clinical 7-1 destruction of host 
Brazil, the Netherlands and Argentina 
could not manage a goal between them in 
120 minutes before the shootout.

Romero — thought to be a weak link in 
this Argentine team and not even a starter 
for his Monaco club most of last season — 
blocked penalties by Ron Vlaar and Wes-
ley Sneijder. For Argentina, Lionel Messi, 
Ezequiel Garay, Sergio Aguero and Maxi 
Rodriguez all converted their spot kicks.

“It’s luck, that’s the truth. You can dive 
(the right way) and not make it, like hap-
pened to their goalkeeper,” Romero said. “I 
had confidence. Thank God things turned 
out well.”

In a matchup of two of football’s power-
house nations, two-time champion Argen-

tina will play three-time winner Germany 
in Sunday’s final at the Maracana Stadium 
in Rio de Janeiro.

That means an extra bitter end to the 
tournament for Brazilians, who will have 
to watch their fiercest rivals play for the 
world title in their most hallowed stadium 
against a team that humiliated their nation 
in the semifinals.

It was the second straight penalty shoot-
out following a 0-0 draw for the Dutch. 
Against Costa Rica in the quarterfinals, 
coach Louis van Gaal brought on substitute 
SEE SAVES ON PAGE 30

MARTIN MEISSNER/AP

Argentina goalkeeper Sergio Romero, right, saves a penalty from the Netherlands’ Wesley Sneijder during a shootout Wednesday in Sao Paulo. Argentina won the shootout 4-2.

Romero saves Argentina
Goalie blocks two Dutch penalties to earn spot in final against Germany
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