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TALIBAN

TRANSFORMATION

Afghanistan officials concerned by
changing makeup of militant forces

By SUDARSAN RAGHAVAN M The Washington Post

FAIZABAD, Afghanistan— The Taliban in this northern
province allows girls to attend school. It doesn’t execute sol-
diers or police. Its fighters are not Pashtun, the main ethnic
group that bred and fueled the insurgency. Some members
are even former mujahedeen, or freedom fighters, who
once despised the Taliban and fought against its uprising.

“The Taliban here are against the ideology of the
Taliban in the south,” explained Maizuddin Ah-
medi, 20, a former Taliban member who reflects
the local faction’s atypical nature: He has a Face-
book page, tweets regularly and wears a beanie
emblazoned with the letters “NY.” “They don’t be-

Free to Deployed Areas

As the United States reshapes its military footprint in
Afghanistan, the Taliban is transforming into a patchwork
of forces with often conflicting ideals and motivations, look-
ing less like the ultra-religious movement it started out as in
the mid-1990s. The fragmentation may suggest the move-
ment is weakening, but it is forcing Afghanistan’s gov-
ernment to confront an insurgency that is becoming

increasingly diverse, scattered — and more lethal.

SEE TALIBAN ON PAGE 6
Gen. Nazir Mohammed Nayazee, in vehicle, is a former
mujahedeen commander and now mayor of Faizabad,
Afghanistan, not far from a Taliban command center.
“We never expected the Taliban to rise up here,” he said.
Kiana Haveri/The Washington Post

Service academies could lead way in college sex-assault prevention

By NICK ANDERSON
The Washington Post

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — Colleges
scrambling to develop lessons
in sexual-assault prevention
could glean ideas from what
might be considered an unlikely
source: The nation’s military
service academies.

Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval
Academy and cadets at the U.S.
Military Academy and the U.S.
Air Force Academy are required
to undergo four years of preven-
tion training, far more than the
norm on civilian campuses.

These undergraduates are
hardly typical. The future mili-

tary officers must follow orders
at schools that prize discipline.
But the curriculum they absorb
— on “bystander intervention,”
mutual consent for sexual con-
tact and tricky scenarios involv-
ing alcohol, among other topics
— is familiar to those who track
the growing national campaign
against campus sexual violence.

On Wednesday, the Defense
Department published a report
on sexual harassment and vio-
lence at the academies, and the
results underscored the need
for prevention training. It found,
through anonymous surveys, that
an estimated 8 percent of female
students and 1 percent of male

students at the academies experi-
enced unwanted sexual contact in
the 2013-14 school year. That sug-
gested a decline in the prevalence
of sexual assault, the department
said, because the rates two years
earlier were 12 percent for women
and 2 percent for men.

SEE ASSAULT ON PAGE 4
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“It seriously
damaged my
child’s psychology.”
—Pastor Ahmet Guvener,
head of the Protestant Church
in Diyarbakir, Turkey.
His 17-year-old daughter

is being forced to take classes
focused on Islam

See story on Page 11
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By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON —  Ashton
Carter cleared the final hurdle to
becoming the next secretary of
defense Thursday, when the Sen-
ate approved his nomination by
President Barack Obama by an
overwhelming vote of 93-5.

A simple majority is needed
to confirm a Cabinet secretary
nominee.

The lawmakers voting against
Carter were: Sens. Roy Blunt,
R-Mo.; John Boozman, R-Ark.;
Mike Crapo, R-Idaho; Mark Kirk,
R-I1L; and James Risch, R-Idaho.

Carter’s confirmation seemed
to be a foregone conclusion head-
ing into the roll call. He has been
widely praised by both Republi-
cans and Democrats. Following a
smooth confirmation hearing last
week, the Senate Armed Services
Committee voted 25-0 to send his
nomination to the Senate floor.

His trouble-free confirmation
process stands in sharp contrast
to that of outgoing Secretary of
Defense Chuck Hagel, who saw
his nomination filibustered two
years ago after a poor confirma-
tion hearing performance. The
former Army sergeant and Re-
publican senator had previously
made controversial ~remarks
about Israel and other issues,
which drew fire from lawmak-
ers. Some even suggested that
he had cozy ties with America’s
adversaries.

When the final up or down
vote took place in the Democrat
controlled Senate, Hagel made
it through 58-41, the narrowest
margin of approval of any de-
fense secretary in history. Only
four Republi voted to con-

TODAY
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With the GOP now in control of
the legislative body, Republicans
were in a position to sink Carter
had they so chosen.

Carter’s margin of approval is
not unprecedented for defense
secretary nominees. Leon Pa-
netta, Hagel’s predecessor, won
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of defense and a holdover from
the previous administration, was
confirmed 95-2 after he was nom-
inated by President George W.
Bush in 2006.
Some outside observers are not
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Senate confirms Carter to lead DOD
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Ashton Carter attends a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing on Capitol Hill on Wednesday as
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Chuck Hagel. The Senate app

the Pentagon. The Project on
Government Oversight, a watch-
dog group, decried his ties to the
defense industry.

“While working in the private
sector, he has held plum positions
on government advisory boards
that called for reforms with poten-
tial ramifications for his defense
industry clients and other com-
panies that receive [Department
of Defense] dollars,” Michael
Smallberg, a POGO investigator,
wrote on the organization’s blog
last month. “Carter’s nomination
serves to illustrate how the gov-
ernment allows members of the
policy establishment to straddle
both sides, and how it’s become a
fixture of the military-industrial-
congressional complex.”

Unlike many of his defense
secretary predecessors, who
came from political backgrounds,
Carter is a technocrat and policy
wonk with a long track record at
the Pentagon.

He was deputy secretary of
defense from October 2011 to

erseas

December 2013. Before that, he
oversaw the buying of the mili-
tary’s newest weapons systems
and technologies, as undersec-
retary of defense for acquisition,
technology and logistics. During
the Clinton administration, he
was assistant secretary of defense
for international security policy.

Unlike Hagel, who saw exten-
sive combat in Vietnam as an
infantryman and received two
Purple Hearts, Carter has never
served in uniform.

When Obama announced
Carter’s nomination, he praised
him as someone who has shown a
commitment to the well-being of
the troops.

“When our troops in Iraq and
Afghanistan were struggling to
defend against roadside bombs,”
Obama said, “he moved heaven
and earth to rush them new body
armor and vehicles. It’s no ex-
aggeration to say that there are
countless Americans who are
alive today in part because of
Ash’s efforts.”

the next secretary of defense, replacing

Carter was tapped to be the
next Pentagon chief in December,
weeks after Hagel was pressured
to resign by a White House that
wanted someone else to tackle
thorny foreign policy problems,
most notably the war against the
Islamic State group in the Middle
East.

“I accepted [the nomination]
because of the seriousness of
the strategic challenges we face,
but also the bright opportunities
that exist for America if we can
come together to grab hold of
them,” Carter said at the White
House on Dec. S after Obama an-
nounced that he had been chosen.
“And I accepted the offer because
of the deep respect and abiding
love that [my wife] Stephanie and
I have for our men and women in
uniform.”

Carterwilllikely take over early
next week, but no official start
date has yet been announced.

harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes
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Hormone treatment OK'd for Chelsea Manning

By Lovita C. BALDOR
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Hormone
treatment for gender reassign-
ment has been approved for
Chelsea Manning, the former
intelligence analyst convicted
of espionage for sending classi-
fied documents to the WikiLeaks
website.

Defense Department officials
said Thursday that the hormone
therapy was approved Feb. 5 by
Col. Erica Nelson, commandant
of the U.S. Disciplinary Barracks
at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., where
Manning is serving a 35-year
sentence.

The treatment would enable
the Army private formerly known

as Bradley Manning to make the
transition to a woman. Manning
changed her legal name in April
2014.

The officials were not autho-
rized to discuss the matter pub-
licly and spoke on condition of
anonymity. The memo approving
Manning’s hormone treatment
was first reported by USA Today.

Calls to military officials at
Fort Leavenworth weren’t imme-
diately returned.

The decision came after a law-
suit was filed in Septemberin U.S.
District Court for the District of
Columbia. It alleged Manning,
26, was at a high risk of self-
castration and suicide unless she
received more focused treatment
for gender dysphoria, the sense

of not being the gender a person
physically appears to be.

The Army was providing some
treatment but not enough, ac-
cording to the lawsuit, including
psychotherapy from a mental
health specialist who lacked the
qualifications to treat gender dys-
phoria. The Federal Bureau of
Prisons and many state and local
corrections agencies adminis-
ter hormone therapy to prison-
ers with gender dysphoria, hut
Manning is the first tr

“But the delay in treatment
came with a significant cost to
Chelseaand her mental healthand
we are hopeful that the govern-
ment continues to meet Chelsea’s
medical needs as is its obligation
under the Constitution so that
those harms may be mitigated,”
Strangio said in a statement.

The former intelligence analyst
was convicted in August 2013 of
espionage and other offenses for
sending more than 700,000 clas-

military prisoner to request such
treatment.

Chase Strangio, an attorney
with the ACLU and counsel for
Manning in her lawsuit, called the
decision an important first step in
Manning’s treatment regimen.

sified d to WikiLeaks
while working in Iraq.

Transgender people are not al-
lowed to serve in the U.S. military,
but Manning can’t be discharged
from the service while serving
her prison sentence.

Provipep BY THE U.S. ArmY/AP

Pfc. Chelsea Manning poses
for a photo wearing a wig and
lipstick.

CHRISTOPHER 0’QuIN, U.S. MARINE Corps/AP

Marines land an amphibious assault vehicle during a 2013 exercise at Camp Pendleton, Calif. A fire-

suppression system failure occurred i

sending 22 Marines to the base hospital.

22 Marines exposed to fire
retardant in Calif. accident

The Associated Press

TWENTYNINE PALMS,
Calif. — Nearly two dozen Ma-
rines were treated for exposure
to a fire retardant gas Thursday
after an extinguishing system ac-
cidentally went off in an assault
vehicle during a training exer-
cise, but there were no serious
injuries, officials said.

An equipment malfunction
caused the fire-suppression sys-
tem to go off inside a tank-like
amphibious assault vehicle dur-
ing an afternoon exercise at the
Marine Corps Air Ground Com-
bat Center in Twentynine Palms,
base spokesman Dave Marks
said.

There was no fire or explosion
but 22 Marines were exposed to

halon, Marks said.

All of them were taken to the
base hospital. Three were kept
overnight for observation and
the rest were released to resume
training, Marks said.

Halon gas is widely used in
fire extinguisher systems be-
cause it is relatively nontoxic and
leaves no residue, but it can cause
breathing problems at high con-
centrations. The U.S. banned new
production of halon in the 1990s
because it can deplete ozone in
the atmosphere, but its use is still
allowed.

The Marines were from the
2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regi-
ment, based in Hawaii and were
participating in an integrated
training exercise at the Southern
California base, according to the

side an amphibious assault vehicle Thursday at Twenlymne Palms,

Marine Corps.

They were inside an armored
vehicle that is used to ferry Ma-
rines from ships to shore.

Twentynine Palms, 130 miles
east of Los Angeles, is the larg-
est Marine training base in the
world. Thousands of Marines
take part in live-fire drills in rug-
ged terrain deep in the Mojave
desert.

“Ninety percent of the Marines
will cycle through here for their
combined-arms training,” Marks
said.

In January, two Marine pilots,
Capt. Elizabeth Kealey and 1st
Lt. Adam Satterfield, were killed
when their helicopter crashed
during a training exercise at the
base. The cause of the crash is
under investigation.

Odierno: Sequestration
would force manpower
cuts across entire Army

By WyarT OLsoN
Stars and Stripes

JOINT BASE PEARL HAR-
BOR-HICKAM, Hawaii — The
Pacific rebalance strategy has in-
creased the Army’s manpower in
the region by 40 percent, but it’s
“inevitable” that the number of
soldiers based in Hawaii will be
cut if mandatory spending caps
are left in place the next couple
years, the Army’s chief of staff
said Thursday.

The Army is continuing to ana-
lyze various scenarios for troop
cutbacks should sequestration
remain in place, Gen. Ray Odi-
erno told reporters while stand-
ing beside two Army cargo ships
docked in this Navy port.

After arriving from Alaska,
Odierno toured several Army
bases on Oahu, speaking with
commanders, soldiers and family
members. It was his third trip to
the state since becoming chief in

11.

“If [sequestration] continues,
we’re going to have to reduce
the size of the Army further,” he
said. “It would be across the en-
tire Army, and just about every
installation in every state would
be affected.”

Asked specifically about troop
levels in Hawaii, Odierno said,
“I think it’s inevitable that you’ll
probably lose some number but it
could be very small. But we don’t
know yet.

“Here’s what I would say: Our
defense strategy is to rebalance
toward the Pacific so we do take
that into consideration as we
make our decision. We under-
stand that this is a very important
part of our defense strategy, and
that will be part of the decision-
making as we move forward.”

The Army is considering cut-
ting its roughly half-million-
strong active-duty roster to
450,000 or, if sequestration caps
remain in place, to 420,000.

Reiterating what he and the
other service chiefs told a Senate

committee earlierlastmonth, Odi-
erno said sequestration is going
to reduce the Army’s capability,
capacity and modernization.

“I think what you're seeing is
an early-and-often refrain from
[the service chiefs] about how bad
things will be,” said Ryan Crotty,
director for defense budget analy-
sis at the Washington, D.C.,-based
Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies.

“Because this is the year they
see as the crucial one to make
sure they’re not stuck in another
short-term, $10-billion-here, $20-
billion-there, small fix. They want
to be back on the path to being
whole again, which they see as
having to start now.”

Odierno said Thursday that
Hawaii’s soldiers are a linchpin
in maintaining capability in the
Pacific.

“They’re 1mportant because
the distance in the Pacific is
daunting,” he said. “The soldiers
here in Hawaii really significant-
ly reduce that distance. Having
capability here is essential to our
success in the future.

“The decision we’re going to
have to make is how much do we
need here in order to continue
forward. I will tell you that we see
it as a critical part of our strategy.
We’re going to have to determine
what that right size is if we con-
tinue down the road of sequestra-
tion, and that decision could be
made over several years.”

In addition to the 40 percent
manpower increase in the Pacif-
ic, the Army also has increased
its spending for operational mis-
sions in the region by about 20
percent, he said.

“What 1 have to make sure
we do is not let other problems
around the world pull capabil-
ity from here for short periods
of time,” he said. “We have been
able to do that so far, over the past
couple years, and my intent is to
try to sustain that.”

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
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Assault: Naval Academy head says preventing sexual violence a top priority

FROM FRONT PAGE

Fifty-three cadets and midshipmen for-
mally reported sexual assaults in 2013-
2014 related to incidents that occurred
during their military service, the depart-
ment said, a total unchanged from the pre-
vious year. In all, there are about 13,000
students at the three academies.

The academies, which did not admit
women until the 1970s, have long had a
reputation as a difficult environment for
female students. The department’s re-
port said that 48 percent of women in the
academies experienced some form of per-
ceived sexual harassment in 2013-2014,
down from S1 percent two years earlier.
The share of women who perceived sexual
harassment, the report said, dropped sig-
nificantly at the academy in Annapolis but
rose at the academies in West Point, N.Y.,
and Colorado Springs, Colo..

Vice Adm. Walter “Ted” Carter Jr., who
became the Naval Academy’s superinten-
dent in July, said sexual-assault prevention
is a top priority. “The entire staff, on this
topic, they know that they have my ear,”
he said. “I don’t tell anybody that we’ve got
this figured out. Not by a long shot. This
has got to be continually worked at.”

The academy in Annapolis was rocked
in 2013 when a female midshipman alleged
that she had been raped the year before
by three academy football players at an
off-campus party. Charges against two of
the men were dropped, and the third was
acquitted last year in a court-martial. The
case drew wide notice at a time when the
entire military was coming under congres-
sional scrutiny for lapses in its handling of
sexual assault.

‘A number of years ahead’

Carter contends that the Naval Acade-
my’s lengthy experience with prevention
training — especially a peer education
program that began in fall 2007 — puts
it in the vanguard among residential col-
leges. “We’re a number of years ahead of
where some of them are,” he said.

Colleges nationwide are ramping up ef-
forts to teach students how to determine
what means yes in a sexual encounter
and what doesn’t, and how to intervene
when they spot a situation at a party that
could be a prelude to sexual assault. Often
these programs are geared toward fresh-
men, who are deemed most vulnerable.
But many experts say that’s not enough —
that such lessons need to be repeated and
broadened over a longer period of time.

“The best-case scenario is that all of
these types of programs are implemented
to all students, at all levels, throughout their
college education,” said Denice Labertew,
of the California Coalition Against Sexual
Assault.

The federal government is a driving
force in the prevention movement. Presi-
dent Barack Obama has promoted the issue
repeatedly. The Education Department
is investigating 96 colleges and univer-
sities over their handling of sexual-vio-
lence complaints. And federal regulations
issued last year will require colleges to
provide students with ongoing prevention
and awareness programs related to dating
violence, domestic violence, sexual assault
and stalking.

“The smart schools will respond,” said
Lisa Maatz, vice president of government
relations for the American Association of
University Women. “There’s a great need

Naval Academy midshipmen take part in a
idshi were into different

PHotos BY Mary F. Cawvert/For The Washington Post

Midshipmen Joshua Malone, left, and Zack Kerscher lead a class in explonng gender

stereotypes and what defines “men of

at the

for schools to be upping their game.”

Last month, Dartmouth College said it
will develop a “comprehensive and manda-
tory” four-year education program on sex-
ual-violence prevention. The Ivy League
college said it will look at programs at the
military academies, among other schools,
as it designs its initiative. “Because the
service academies are federal and make
reports on their programs public, we can
see the structure and effectiveness of a
mandatory four-year curriculum,” Dart-
mouth spokeswoman Diana Lawrence
wrote in an email.

In Annapolis, the effort has a simple title
— Sexual Harassment and Assault Preven-
tion Education — and because this is the
military, it goes by an acronym: SHAPE.
Midshipmen take 14 hours of SHAPE and
about 16 hours of related training spread
over four years.

SHAPE delves into the characteristics
of sexual assailants, social conformity,
questions about consent and alcohol, the
impact on survivors and other topics. What
distinguishes the program is that students
lead the lessons.

Talking through the issues

training. To

candor, male and female

Asked for terms that might signify a
“stereotypical man,” the youngsters cited
”  “insensitive,” “arrogant” and
“thinks with his penis.” Asked to describe a
“man of character,” they cited “respectful,”
“courageous,” “selfless” and “resilient.”

The point of the lesson was to push their
thinking away from the stereotype and to-
ward the ideal.

Spirited debate broke out after the sopho-
mores watched a video that said the “three
most destructive words” a boy hears when
growing up are “be a man.”

“That doesn’t make any sense,” one mid-
shipman objected. “If you have a problem,
you need to deal with it and fix it. You don’t
sit around and cry about it.”

Another agreed: “I think of it as saying,
like, stand up for yourself, be able to sup-
port your own decisions, and not always
have to look to others to make a decision
for yourself.”

But a third pointed out: “When some-
one says, ‘Be a man,’ the alternative to not
being a man iskind of being a female, being
a woman.” He said that implies women
— including their own female classmates
at the academy — are not as strong as men.
“That’s a lot of the root causes of all these
things,” he said. “That’s wrong.”

“That was awesome. That was fantas-
tic. Great point,” said Joshua Malone, 21,
a fourth-year midshipman from New York.
He was one of two peer educators leading
the session.

The other was Zack Kerscher, 22, a fourth-
year from Ohio. Kerscher was

One evemng this month,
— called “youngsters” at the academy
— gathered at Sampson Hall to discuss
gender socialization and stereotypes. To
encourage candor, men and women were
separated into different classrooms.

The Washington Post observed a session
with about three dozen youngsters on the
condition that they not be identified. Talk
flowed freely and frankly as the students
weighed the corrosive effects of various
slurs and sexually offensive words.

drawn into a dialogue with a sophomore
who wondered aloud why it would be offen-
sive to say to someone “don’t be gay” when
all he meant was “stop being dumb.”

Kerscher said the future officers must
be vigilant in avoiding any language that
demeans entire groups of people. “If we’re
here to better people’s lives,” Kerscher
said, “what’s the point of using language
that is actually putting people down? ... It
goes back to being that man of character.
Isn’t that who we're trying to be?
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Joun AvtHousk, THE (JacksonviLLe, N.C.) Daiy News/AP

Cpl. Wassef Hassoun, left, is escorted to the courtroom at Camp
Lejeune in Jacksonville, N.C., on Monday for the beginning of his

court-martial.

Attorneys spar at trial of
alleged Marine deserter

The Associated Press

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. — The
criminal case against a Marine ac-
cused of deserting his unit in Iraq
a decade ago began taking shape
when Navy criminal investigators
assumed the worst about the Mus-
lim corporal based on hearsay
from other servicemembers, a de-
fense attorney argued Thursday.

Prosecutors countered in their
own opening statements that Cpl.
Wassef Hassoun burned personal
items and withdrew money before
he disappeared from a base in Iraq
in 2004; avoided some duties; and
was unhappy he couldn’t join the
woman with whom he’d entered
an arranged marriage.

They displayed quotes attrib-
uted to Hassoun before his dis-
appearance: “I'll leave and go to
Lebanon. I'm not kidding.”

Hassoun is charged with deser-
tion, larceny and destruction of
government property. If convicted
of all counts at the bench trial be-
fore a military judge, he faces a
maximum of 27 years in prison.

Defense attorney Haytham
Faraj acknowledged that Hassoun
talked about being unhappy and
wanting to leave the Marines, but
he said many Marines make simi-
lar comments. He said prosecutors
have no evidence that Hassoun
fled his post in 2004. Prosecutors
have acknowledged their case is
circumstantial.

Faraj said the “rush to judg-
ment” by the Naval Criminal In-
vestigative Service was “worthy
of a novel, a spy novel.”

After Hassoun disappeared in
Fallujah in 2004, the defense at-
torney said, suspicious comrades
told investigators about comments
Hassoun made about the conflict

between his native Lebanon and
Israel. Soon, Faraj said, NCIS
investigators were scrutinizing
Hassoun’s relatives, “hoping to hit
a jackpot” by tying them to a ter-
ror group.

“What they find out in the end
is it’s just an American family
with different names and a little
browner skin,” Faraj said.

Days after his 2004 disappear-
ance, Hassoun appeared blind-
folded and with a sword held above
his head in an image purportedly
taken by insurgents. An extremist
group claimed to be holding him
captive.

But Hassoun soon turned up
unharmed at the U.S. Embassy
in Beirut, saying he’d been kid-
napped. Officials were suspicious,
and he was returned to Camp
Lejeune in 2004 while the military
considered charging him.

After his return, Hassoun was
allowed to visit family in Utah, but
he disappeared a second time in
early 2005. Hassoun traveled to
Lebanon but was detained by that
country’s authorities after Inter-
pol issued a bulletin related to his
deserter status, Faraj said. The
defense says court proceedings
in Lebanon lasted until 2013, and
Hassoun turned himself in to U.S.
authorities after the government
there lifted travel restrictions.

Faraj said Hassoun went to Leb-
anon because he needed to meet
with his father-in-law to discuss a
divorce from his wife in the U.S.
The divorce never happened.

The defense conceded Has-
soun’s travel to Lebanon in early
2005 constituted an unauthorized
absence and he has pleaded guilty
to that lesser offense. Prosecutors,
however, are still pursuing the
more serious desertion charges.
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House bill calls for DOD to
publish sex offenders’ names

By Travis J. TRITTEN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Defense
Department would be required to
publish a database of all convicted
military sex offenders under new
legislation introduced Thursday
by House lawmakers.

The bill, sponsored by Rep.
Jackie Speier, D-Calif., and Rep.
Mike Coffman, R-Colo., is aimed
at closing a legal loophole allow-
ing servicemembers to self-report
their convictions to law enforce-
ment — civilians are automati-
cally added to such registries
— while also making DOD sex
crime records available to com-
munities across the country.

The lawmakers said they are
concerned that those convicted
in courts-martial are leaving the
services and disappearing back
into civilian life where their past is
unknown. A recent investigation
by news organization EW. Scripps
found that 242 military sex offend-
ers out of 1,300 cases examined
were never recorded on any public
registry despite a federal law that
makes it a felony to ignore report-
ing requirements.

“When you have somebody con-
victed of a sexual crime, the rate
of recidivism is extremely high,”
Coffman said. “Given the oppor-
tunity, they will reoffend.”

Speier said the bill creates a
DOD registry for those convicted
of rape, sexual assault and other

sex-based offenses similar to the
registries kept by local govern-
ments, states and law enforcement
agencies across the country. The
registries are designed to reduce
repeat offenses by letting commu-

nities know
‘ if a sex of-
fender is
When living near-
you have by and what
somebody crimes they
icted committed.
convicte: Sex  of-
of a sexual  fenders are
. th reqplreq to
crime, the register im-
rate of mediately
oy fi hei.
recidivism gotx?\l;icttiofll;
is extremely o when
M y ey are re-
hlgh' leased from
Rep. Mike prison and
Coffman report to
R-Colo. authorities
where they
live, work

and go to school. The bill would
add the global and often transient
military community to the sys-
tem by requiring the DOD to per-
form and publish its own registry,
rather than relying on other civil-
ian authorities to distribute the
information.

Speier said the DOD database
would also include descriptions
of each offender’s crimes beyond
a list of military convictions such
as “conduct unbecoming” that can

obscure the nature of what crime
was committed. She recounted in-
cidents in which a servicemember
had several 12-year-olds walk on
his chest in high heels and touch
his genitals. In another case, an
airman posed as a doctor and per-
suaded a woman to submit to pel-
vic exams even after a conviction
for the same acts.

Speier said Thursday that there
was no projected cost for the data-
base and new reporting.

Don Christensen, a retired Air
Force prosecutor and president of
the advocacy group Protect Our
Defenders, also came out in sup-
port of the legislation, saying it
would help solve a much bigger
problem with reducing and prose-
cuting sexual assault in the ranks.

“That makes this all the more
absurd, that when we do bring
these criminals to justice, they are
essentially released into the civil-
ian world and given a clean slate,”
he said.

A similar registry bill was in-
troduced in the Senate last week
by Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo.,
and Sen. Richard Burr, R-N.C.

That legislation calls for mili-
tary sex offenders to be automati-
cally added into the FBI’s National
Crime Information Center. But
that database is used primarily by
law enforcement and not acces-
sible by the public.

tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten
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Taliban: Some fear Taliban have aggressive expansionist goals

FROM FRONT PAGE

What is unfolding here in
Badakhshan province offers a
glimpse into these complexities
— and the future of a conflict in
which the U.S. combat mission is
formally over. When the Taliban
ruled Afghanistan from 1996 to
2001, this was the only province
it was never able to control. Now,
the insurgency is making inroads
here and in other parts of the
north, outside its strongholds in
the south and east.

The Taliban in Badakhshan
has gained strength precisely
because it is different from the
core insurgency. Its fighters are
using their ethnic and tribal ties
to gain recruits and popular sup-
port, while their knowledge of the
landscape helps them outmaneu-
ver Afghan security forces and
control sources of funding.

“They are trymg to make
northern A insecure,”

Proros Y Kiana Havery/The Washington Post

Police 9fﬁoers keep watch over Faizabad from a hilltop outpost on the edge of the city in northern

Shah Waliullah Adeeb, the pro-
vincial governor, told a reporter
in December. “By seizing areas
in Badakhshan, they are trying to
send a message that the national
government is weak and ineffi-
cient and helpless.”

An unfinished conflict

America’s longest war has of-
ficially ended, at least in the form
that manifested itself for the past
13 years, with tens of thousands
of foreign troops, high-tech weap-
onry and countless airstrikes. The
roughly 13,000 U.S. and NATO sol-
diers who remain have shrunken
capabilities and more restrictions,
and their ranks are scheduled to
grow even smaller by the end of
the year.

But Afghanistan remains an
unfinished conflict. In Iraq, the
U.S. withdrawal in 2009 coincided
with a reduction in violence. Here,
the bloodshed is rising. Last year,
there were more civilian and se-
curity-force deaths than in any
year since the U.S.-led interven-
tion ousted the Taliban govern-
ment in 2001.

In Badakhshan, a struggle is
underway to prevent the Taliban
from gaining more territory in this
strategic corner that borders three
nations — Pakistan, China and Ta-
jikistan — and is a gateway for the
smuggling of opium to Europe. In
the provincial capital, Faizabad,
ringed by snow-covered moun-
tains, lingers a sense of disbelief
that the region is now as fragile as
any other area of Afghanistan.

“We never expected the Taliban
to rise up here,” said Gen. Nazir
Mohammed Nayazee, the mayor
of Faizabad.

Nayazee, a former top mujahe-
deen commander, speaks with the
authority of experience. In 1997, a
year after it seized Kabul, the Tal-
iban pushed northward. But it was
stopped at Badakhshans borders
by N: and his

Shah Waliullah Adeeb, left, the

fears that more foreign lightets could relocate to his regon

forces. Under fire from cragged
mountaintops, the Taliban could
not break through the narrow
passes.

But in recent years, Afghan
security forces have focused on
fighting the militants in the south
and east, leaving northern areas
largely unprotected. In Bada-
khshan, security forces are ill-
equipped and overstretched.

Today, the insurgents have in-
jected themselves into seven dis-
tricts, a quarter of the province.
They number around 800 to 1,000
fighters, according to provincial
officials, and their command cen-
ter is a mere 40 miles east of Faiz-
abad. They have set up a shadow
government, and fighters man
checkpoints in villages.

The Taliban here expresses al-
legiance to Mohammad Omar,
the insurgency’s supreme leader,
and is loosely aligned with the
Taliban’s central command. It
views the government as un-Is-
lamic and a puppet of the West.
But it otherwise shares little re-

I to its Pashtun breth-

ren, who launched their revolt
from the southern Afghan city of
Kandahar.

A local mix

The Taliban here is predomi-
nantly local, a mix of ethnic Tajiks
and Uzbeks, according to pro-
vincial officials and Ahmedi, the
former Taliban member, who was
interviewed two days after defect-
ing. It also includes a small contin-
gent of fighters from neighboring
countries.

Many fighters, like Ahmedi,
were unemployed and lured by
the militants’ promise of salaries
and food. Others are escaping
the law or disputes with local of-
ficials. They also include disgrun-
tled former mujahedeen fighters
who found no place within the
government.

Most were not even born or
were children when the Taliban
was created. That includes their
top commander — Qari Fasihud-
din — who is believed to be 27 or

28.
And while the Taliban has im-

‘These Taliban think that the foreign hands are behind those
Taliban who are executing security forces.”

Maizuddin Ahmedi
former Taliban member

posed Islamic law in areas it con-
trols, it has also allowed schooling
for girls, satellite television and
music — all forbidden under Tal-
iban rule. It gets most of its fi-
nancing, Ahmedi said, by taxing
opium farmers and trucks ferry-
ing marble from nearby mines.

“They are not mullahs,” said
Nayazee, referring to religious
scholars. “They are not ideologi-
cal Taliban.”

To be sure, the Taliban has
become increasingly disjointed.
Omar has not been seen in years,
and some analysts suspect he
is dead. Founding commanders
have been killed in battle or have
defected, creating power vacu-
ums and competing factions.

A range of divisions

AUN. report last year said the
Taliban is “experiencing a range
of divisions driven primarily by
differences over political strat-
egy.” Those divides, it continued,
were “amplified” by factions that
had acquired control over vari-
ous funding sources and were
able to “behave with increasing
autonomy.”

Several Taliban groups have
launched independent websites
and social-media platforms, in-
cluding some that sympathize
with al-Qaida and its affiliates.
Internal rivalries have led to as-
sassinations of Taliban leaders,
the U.N. report said.

In southern and eastern Af-
ghanistan, some local Taliban
commanders have banned polio
vaccinations, fearing health
‘workers were spies, even though
the movement’s central command
has approved the campaign.

“Which faction is in control of
an area is an issue we face as we
attempt to expand humanitarian
access,” said Akhil Iyer, head of
UNICEF in Afghanistan.

In Badakhshan, the insurgents
admire the Islamic State group,
as well as Nigeria’s Boko Haram
militancy, Ahmedi said. But they
do not agree with their ultravio-
lent ways, he added.

“The Taliban here are com-
pletely independent,” Ahmedi
said. “They are not taking orders
from Pakistan, Mullah Omar or
Kandahar.”

‘Once they get a
foothold here, it
will be impossible
to remove them.
They can use it as
a base to attack
other central and

Asian countries.”’

Shah Waliullah Adeeb
governor of Badakhshan province,
Afghanistan

A walk at gunpoint

Noorulhuda, a police officer, re-
members the day he was captured,
his descriptions unwinding like a
grainy film clip. The Taliban sur-
rounding his outpost. The rockets
raining from hilltops. The police-
men dropping their weapons.

Then the walk at gunpoint, deep
into the frigid mountains. Noorul-
huda and his 24 kidnapped com-
rades had become emblems of the
Afghan government’s weakness.

“I thought they would kill us,”
said Noorulhuda, who like many
Afghans uses one name, speaking
three days after he was released.

If he were in southern or eastern
Afghanistan, death would have
been a certainty. The Taliban has
killed thousands of Afghan secu-
rity forces in the past year.

Instead, Noorulhuda and his
comrades were held for 47 days
and fed three times a day, under-
scoring the operational differenc-
es between the Taliban here and
elsewhere.

Once, Noorulhuda recalled,
some of the foreign fighters beat
them with the butts of their guns,
and one yelled, “We should behead
you guys!”

But, he said, local fighters pre-
vented the foreigners from abus-
ing them again, saying that they
wanted to trade the officers for
comrades and relatives being held
by the provincial government.

Ahmedi offered another expla-
nation: The local fighters, he said,
disapprove of the beheadings car-
ried out by some factions, viewing
them as against Afghan codes,
though the Taliban has long em-
ployed public executions.

“These Taliban think that the
foreign hands are behind those
Taliban who are executing secu-
rity forces,” he said.

Eventually, tribal elders, who
had relationships and ethnic ties
with the Taliban, persuaded the
insurgents to set them free.

But the militants issued a warn-
ing: “They told us not to work for
the government again,” Noorul-
huda recalled.

As the Taliban presses, Adeeb,
the governor, worries that the in-
surgents’ interest in his province
goes beyond traditional goals of
overthrowing the government.

“Once they get a foothold here,
it will be impossible to remove
them,” Adeeb said. “They can use
it as a base to attack other central
Asian countries.”
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Study offers hope in preventing Gl suicides

By S16 CHRISTENSON
San Antonio Express-News

A groundbreaking Pentagon
study of soldiers who were at
high risk of killing themselves
shows that intense behavior
therapy substantially reduced
suicide attempts, a development
that experts called a dramatic
breakthrough.

The two-year study of 152
active-duty soldiers who either
had attempted suicide or were
found to be at high risk of it did
better when given a form of coun-
seling called brief cognitive-
behavioral therapy.

Fewer soldiers undergoing that
treatment tried to commit suicide
than others given a more typical
form of therapy.

The study, released hours
after President Barack Obama
signed a bill Thursday that aims
to reduce suicides among veter-
ans, offers hope to stem a tide of
self-inflicted deaths among ac-
tive-duty and reserve component
troops, as well as veterans, that
has risen for more than a decade.

“From my perspective, this is
the biggest, most important thing
that has happened in suicide re-
search in the military, certainly
in the last 10 years, and maybe
longer than that,” said retired Air
Force Lt. Col. Alan Peterson, a
co-investigator of the study and a
professor of psychiatry at the UT
Health Science Center’s School of
Medicine in San Antonio.

“I think the findings of this
study are fantastic,” said retired
Army Col. Carl Castro, research
director of USC’s Center for In-
novation and Research on Veter-
ans and Military Families who
has advised Defense Department
research panels on psychological
health. “It is the first-ever suicide
prevention intervention showing
that a brief treatment protocol
can significantly reduce future
suicide attempts.”

The military has been plagued
by suicides and increasing psy-
chological problems among
troops since 9/11.

Psychiatric diagnoses skyrock-

eted more than 60 percent since
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq
began, and more than 4,400 troops
have killed themselves during the
past 11 years — almost as many
as the 4,489 U.S. troops killed in
the long Iraq war.

The study, funded by the Ar-
my’s Military Operational Medi-
cine Research Program, was
conducted at Fort Carson, Colo.
and involved Peterson, as well
as researchers from Tennessee
and Utah, among other locations.
Researchers randomly assigned
152 soldiers into two groups, one
of them receiving brief cogni-
tive behavioral therapy and the
other a more standard form of
treatment.

Soldiers in both groups were
mostly lower-ranking Anglo men,
reflecting the Army’s demo-
graphic, and also were similar in
anumber of other categories that
ranged from psychiatric diagno-
ses to the use of medications. All
had tried to commit suicide or
had been diagnosed as being at
high risk of suicide.

The risk of subsequent suicide
attempt was close to 50 percent as
they began their counseling.

All of the soldiers were given
what the study called “treatment
as usual,” a less-structured form
of counseling from military and
civilian mental-health clinicians.
But half of the soldiers also were
given brief cognitive behavioral
therapy, or CBT. A dozen formal,
standardized outpatient psycho-
therapy sessions, held once every
week or two weeks, followed.

Soldiers were tracked in the
two years following their therapy
sessions. Those given brief cog-
nitive behavioral therapy were
60 percent less likely to attempt
suicide.

Of 76 soldiers given brief CBT,
eight, or 14 percent, tried to com-
mit suicide. Of the 76 soldiers in
the second group who received
the more standard therapy, 18
tried to commit suicide.

One soldier in each group com-
mitted suicide after treatment.

J. Scort AppLEWHITE/AP

President Barack Obama hugs Susan Selke while standing next to Rlcllard Selke, who are the
for

parents of Clay Hunt, after signing into law the Clay Hunt Suicide P

Act on Thursday at the White House in Washington.

Obama signs vets suicide prevention bill

By Jim KUHNHENN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Acknowl-
edging the struggles of the
nation’s veterans, President
Barack Obama on Thursday
signed legislation intended to
reduce a veteran suicide epi-
demic that is claiming lives by
the day.

“If you are hurting, know this.
You are not forgotten,” Obama
said, addressing soldiers and
veterans as he prepared to affix
his signature to the law.

The law requires the Penta-
gon and the Veterans Affairs
Department to submit to inde-
pendent reviews of their sui-
cide prevention programs and
to make information on suicide

prevention more easily avail-
able to veterans.

It also offers financial incen-
tives to psychiatrists and other
mental health professionals
who agree to work for the VA
and to assist military members
as they transition from active
duty to veteran status.

“Too many of our troops and
veterans are still struggling,”
Obama said. “They are recov-
ering from injuries; they are
mourning fallen comrades;
they’re trying to reconnect with
family and friends whocannever
fully understand what they went
through in war theater.

“For many of them, the war
goes on in the flashbacks that
come rushing forward, and the
nightmares that don’t go away,”

Obama said.

The bill was named after
Clay Hunt, a 28-year-old Ma-
rine veteran who struggled
with post-traumatic stress dis-
order after serving in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Hunt killed him-
self in 2011 in Texas.

“He suffered physical inju-
ries that healed, and he suffered
invisible wounds that stayed
with him,” Obama said. “By all
accounts, he was selfless and he
was brave.”

Among those who attended
the signing were Republican
Sens. John McCain of Arizona,
a frequent critic of Obama’s
military policy, and Sen. John-
ny Isakson of Georgia, the new
chairman of the Senate Veter-
ans’ Affairs Committee.

Bill to halt closure of Guantanamo prison advances

By Missy Ryan anp JUuLIE TATE
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Senate on Thurs-
day took a step toward approving a mea-
sure that could derail President Barack
Obama’s plan for shutting the military
prison at Guantanamo Bay before he
leaves office.

In a 14-to-12 vote, the Senate Armed
Services Committee approved a bill, spon-
sored by Sens. Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H., John
MecCain, R-Ariz., Lindsey Graham, R-S.C.,
and Richard Burr, R-N.C., that would rein-
state more restrictive standards for send-
ing detainees at the facility at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, to third countries.

It also would extend rules barring the
movement of prisoners to the mainland
United States for two years, until after
Obama steps down in early 2017, and would
impose a two-year suspension on the trans-

fer of any detainees ever categorized by the
United States as posing a high or medium
risk to the United States or its allies.

While the Pentagon no longer uses such
designations, all remaining detainees at
Guantanamo were at one time categorized
as either “high risk” or “medium risk,” ac-
cording to military dossiers made public
by WikiLeaks.

The measures would effectively sink the
administration’s redoubled effort to make
good on one of Obama’s earliest national
security promises, which has remained out
of reach because of congressional opposi-
tion to freeing detainees or bringing them
to the United States for trial.

Eric Schultz, the principal deputy press
secretary at the White House, said Obama
would veto the legislation. Since taking of-
fice, Obama has vetoed only two bills.

Ayotte said in a statement: “When the

administration transfers a Guantanamo
detainee, especially those formerly as-
sessed as a high or medium risk for re-
engagement in terrorism, the onus is on
the administration to explain openly to the
American people what has changed — par-
ticularly when nearly 30 percent of former
Guantanamo detainees are suspected or
confirmed of reengaging in terrorism. It is
a simple matter of transparency and hon-
esty with the American people.”

The bill also would compel the adminis-
tration to provide the public more informa-
tion about remaining detainees.

Secrecy continues to shroud the prison
at Guantanamo Bay, which houses 122 de-
tainees, roughly half the number held there
when Obama took office in 2009. Most have
never been charged with crimes.

The transfer of detainees to third coun-
tries is particularly problematic for law-

makers who fear former prisoners will
resume the fight once they are set free.

Just this week, the Pentagon said that a
drone strike in Afghanistan killed a former
Guantanamo prisoner who was believed to
have been recruiting militants for the Is-
lamic State.

But officials have accelerated steps in
recent months to send detainees to allied
nations. Since the beginning of 2014, 33
detainees have been transferred to third
countries. More than S0 others are cleared
for transfer.

The flurry of transfers ended a virtual
halt to such activity in 2011 and 2013, and
resulted from lawmakers’ decision to relax
rules that required the secretary of de-
fense to provide strong assurances about
the security risks posed by the detainees.
Those rules would be tightened anew in
the new legislation.
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Ore. governor resists pressure to resign

By JoNaTHAN J. COOPER
The Associated Press

SALEM, Ore. — Oregon Gov.
John Kitzhaber is showing no
sign of walking away from a de-
cades-long political career, even
though he’s been abandoned by
most of his party’s leadership
amid influence-peddling allega-
tions surrounding him and his
fiancee.

Three senior Democrats on
Thursday told the four-term
governor, who is under criminal
investigation by the attorney gen-
eral, it was time to step down. The
woman who would succeed him
described a ‘“strange” meeting
after the governor summoned her
from Washington, then asked her
why she’d come.

Senate President Peter Court-
ney and House Speaker Tina
Kotek, both Democrats, said they

met with
Kitzhaber
Thursday
morning and
told him the |
controversy
was becom-
ing too much
of a distrac-
tion.  State
Treasurer
TedWheeler,
also a Demo-
crat, issued a statement asking
Kitzhaber to leave.

“He was upset,” Courtney told
reporters. “He was defiant. He’s
struggling.”

He made no public appearanc-
es on Thursday. Sheriff’s deputies
were posted outside his Portland
house, and authorities said it was
extra security because of the
journalists milling around. It was
not known if he was inside.

Kitzhaber

The state attorney general’s
office on Thursday ordered Kit-
zhaber’s fiancee, Cylvia Hayes,
to release emails from private
accounts that discuss state busi-
ness following a public records
request from The Oregonian.
Hayes, through a lawyer, opposed
the request. She has seven days to
comply or appeal.

If Kitzhaber, 67, resigns, he will
be succeeded by Oregon’s secre-
tary of state — fellow Democrat
Kate Brown. Brown would be the
nation’s first openly bisexual gov-
ernor, according to the Gay and
Lesbian Victory Fund. A liberal
Democrat, she’s widely consid-
ered to be to Kitzhaber’s left.

On Thursday, Brown described
what she called “strange” be-
havior by Kitzhaber in a private
meeting with him a day earlier.
She said the governor had asked

her to fly back to Oregon from a
conference in Washington, D.C.,
but when she arrived he asked
why she had returned.

She said Kitzhaber told her he’s
not resigning, but then began a
discussion about a transition.

“This is clearly a bizarre and
unprecedented situation,” Brown
said in a statement.

Questions about Hayes have
swirled for months, but the pres-
sure on Kitzhaber intensified in
recent weeks after newspapers
raised questions about whether
Hayes reported all her income on
her tax returns.

Neither the governor nor Hayes
hasbeen charged with any wrong-
doing. But earlier this month,
Oregon Attorney General Ellen
Rosenblum said she was launch-
ing a criminal investigation.

Kitzhaber has said he and

Hayes took steps to avoid con-
flicts of interest.

Also on Thursday, a spokesman
for the Department of Adminis-
trative Services, which maintains
the state email archives, con-
firmed a newspaper report that
the governor’s office had asked
that Kitzhaber’s personal emails
be deleted from the archives.

Matt Shelby said the agency
had discovered Kitzhaber’s per-
sonal emails were being mis-
takenly forwarded to the server
and then informed Kitzhaber’s
office. He said the governor’s of-
fice asked that personal emails be
deleted from the server, and the
agency said it could not do that.
He said the governor’s office is
going through the emails to de-
termine which are public records
under Oregon law.

Utah mother guilty of
Kkilling six newborns

By Linpsay WHITEHURST
AND BrapY McCoMmBs
The Associated Press

PROVO, Utah — A woman
who said she was too addicted
to methamphetamine to raise
more children pleaded guilty
to charges that she killed six of
her newborn babies and hid their
bodies in her garage over a 10-
year period.

Prosecutors say the plea deal
means Megan Huntsman, 39,
likely will spend the rest of her
life in prison over what authori-
ties described as a heinous series
of killings from 1996 to 2006.

Huntsman’s voice broke as she
said “guilty” six times Thursday
to answer for each count.

The infants’ remains were dis-
covered by their father, Darren
West, last April as he gathered
belongings from the home they
had shared in Pleasant Grove, a
city of about 35,000.

West, Huntsman’s estranged
husband, called police after find-
ing the first tiny body in a card-
board box. Authorities found the
rest, seven in all, one of which
they said was stillborn.

Huntsman told police she stran-
gled or suffocated the newborns
immediately after they were born,
wrapped their bodies in cloth, put

them into plastic bags and packed
them in boxes. She told investi-
gators she was addicted to meth
at the time and didn’t want to
care for the
babies.

Authori-
ties believe
Huntsman
gave birth to
the children
at home, but
it remains
unclear how
con-

the

pregnancies

and murders from family mem-
bers and friends.

West discovered the bod-
ies shortly after he finished an
eight-year federal prison stint in
on meth charges. He lived with
Huntsman during the decade
when they were killed, but police
said they aren’t investigating him
in connection with the deaths.

West and Huntsman have three
other children, who are with other
family members. He was not in
court and has not spoken publicly
about the case.

Defense attorney  Anthony
Howell declined to comment, as
did family members who attended
the court hearing about 45 miles
south of Salt Lake City.

Huntsman

Shooting kills 1 during
Mardi Gras parade

NEW ORLEANS — One per-
son was killed and another was
wounded along the route of a
Mardi Gras parade in New Or-
leans, police said, but the popular
event rolled on.

About 10 p.m. Thursday, a
person produced a gun and shot
the two people during the Muses
parade, police spokesman Frank
Robertson said.

A suspect was in custody, and
a weapon was recovered nearby.
Police didn’t release any other
details.

Officers stationed nearby re-
sponded immediately and barri-
ers were set up, but the parade
continued, The New Orleans Ad-
vocate reported.

One victim was struck in the
chest and died in surgery, Robert-
son said. The other was struck in
the neck and was in the hospital.

From The Associated Press

Chuck Lioy, THe (Rateich, N.C.) News & OBSERVER/AP

Namee Barakat, center, watches during funeral services for his son, Deah Shaddy Barakat, on Thursday

in Wendell, N.C.

Thousands attend funeral for
slain Muslims in North Carolina

By EMERY P. DALESIO
AND MICHAEL BIESECKER
The Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — The fathers
of three young Muslims alleg-
edly slain by a neighbor who was
angry over parking spots stood
before their caskets Thursday
and urged a crowd of thousands
to protect others by demanding
Jjustice.

More than 5,000 people came to
the funeral of Deah Shaddy Bara-
kat, 23; his wife, Yusor Moham-
mad Abu-Salha, 21; and her sister
Razan Mohammad Abu-Salha, 19,
who were killed Tuesday in the
couple’s Chapel Hill apartment.

A self-described “gun toting”
atheist with a reputation for bul-

lying his neighbors, Craig Ste-
phen Hicks, turned himself in
and was jailed on first-degree
murder charges.

Chapel Hill police said they are
investigating whether religious
or ethnic hatred motivated Hicks
in any way, and federal investi-
gators said hate crimes haven’t
been ruled out. The FBI also
announced Thursday that it has
“opened a parallel preliminary
inquiry to determine whether any
federal laws were violated.”

U.S. Attorney Ripley Rand, the
district’s top federal prosecutor,
had said Wednesday that there
was no immediate evidence Mus-
lims were being targeted.

And that didn’t sit well with
many at the funeral, where the

victims were hailed as martyrs
for their faith.

“When we say this was a hate
crime, it is all about protecting all
other children in the U.S.A.,” Dr.
Mohammad Yousif Abu-Salha,
who lost his daughters, told the
crowd. “It’s all about making this
country that they loved, where
they lived and died, peaceful for
everybody else.”

“We need to identify things the
way they really are,” Abu-Salha
continued. “If somebody picks up
a fight about anything they can
invent, and they murder three
people execution-style, we know
what this is about. And they have
posted on their Facebook how
much they hated faith, there’s no
doubt.”
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Dramatic arrest of
defendant detailed
at Chris Kyle trial

By JAMIE STENGLE
The Associated Press

STEPHENVILLE, Texas —
Eddie Ray Routh spoke of insanity,
anarchy and the apocalypse when
police tried to arrest him after
the shooting deaths of “American
Sniper” author Chris Kyle and his
friend.

Much of the dramatic evidence
presented by prosecutors so far
in Routh’s capital murder trial,
including the police video of his
arrest, has outlined for jurors his
actions and words on the day Kyle
and Chad Littlefield were killed at
a rural Texas shooting range two
years ago. Testimony continued
Friday.

Defense attorneys are mount-
ing an insanity defense for the
former Marine. Prosecutors have
described Routh, 27, as a troubled
drug user who knew right from
‘wrong despite any history of men-
tal illnesses.

If convicted, Routh faces life in
prison without parole. Prosecutors
aren’t seeking the death penalty.

The case has drawn intense
interest, largely because of the

Oscar-nominated film based on
Kyle’s memoir that details his four
tours in Iraq. The film has grossed
nearly $300 million.

On Thursday, prosecutors pre-
sented a video in which officers
spoke with Routh as he sat in the
pickup that authorities said he
took from Kyle after fleeing the
shooting range where Kyle and
Littlefield were killed. He refused
to leave the vehicle and eventually
sped off with police in pursuit.

At one point during the chase,
the video shows that a police ve-
hicle rammed the pickup. Even-
tually, the car became disabled
along the side of the road.

The video showed officers try-
ing to talk Routh into surrender-
ing as he makes comments such
as, “Anarchy has been killing the
world,” “I don’t know if I'm going
insane,” and, “Is this about hell
walking on earth right now?”

Authorities say Routh had ear-
lier driven to his sister’s house,
admitted to the killings and told
his sister, “People were sucking
his soul.”

Lancaster police Lt. Michael
Smith said Thursday that Routh
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Texas, police

vehicle shows former Marine Cpl. Eddie Ray Routh, left,
surrendering after a chase. The video was shown on a courtroom
monitor during Routh’s trial on Thursday.

“told us he’d taken a couple of souls
and he had more souls to take.”

In presenting the video Thurs-
day, prosecutor Jane Starnes said:
“I think we can agree he makes
some kind of odd statements.”

Defense attorneys have noted
that even Kyle, a famed former
Navy SEAL, had described Routh
as “straight-up nuts” in a text mes-
sage he sent the same day he was
gunned down.

Texas Ranger Michael Adcock
testified Thursday that Kyle and
Littlefield were armed at the time
of the shootings but it did not ap-
pear the weapons they carried

were ever removed from their
holsters. A medical examiner tes-
tified that Kyle was shot six times,
Littlefield seven. Both had several
gunshot wounds that would have
been fatal.

Routh’s mother had asked Kyle,
whose wartime exploits were
depicted in his 2012 memoir, to
help her son overcome personal
troubles that had at least twice led
him to be admitted to a psychiatric
hospital. Routh had been a small
arms technician who served in
Iraq and was deployed to earth-
quake-ravaged Haiti before leav-
ing the Marines in 2010.

Ice fishing contests offer big cash for big catches

By MiceAEL HILL
The Associated Press

MAYFIELD, NY. — Standing
on an icy lake. Watching a 10-inch
hole all day. Waiting for a fish to
bite.

It’s a popular pastime in colder
climates like the Adirondacks
— especially when there’s cash on
the line.

More than 1,700 competitors
spread out across the icy expanse
of Great Sacandaga Lake recently
for the seventh-annual Walleye
Challenge. Contests like this that
offer cash for big catches are
common around the country — a
frosty bit of Americana that com-
bines fish, fun and money.

Participants on the southern
Adirondack lake bored holes at
dawn and stayed until dark. They
kept an eye on their fishing holes
from inside windblown tents and
cozy trailers or simply stood out
on the snowy moonscape amid
single-digit temperatures colder
than their cans of beer.

“This is where it’s at,” said Tim
Delaney, out with his wife, Tina,
and their sons. “You've got to live
the winter and be outside and
enjoy it to the fullest or it’s going to
be a looong winter.”

Ice fishing is often associated
with the Great Lakes region but
is popular across the higher lati-
tudes. The American Sportfishing
Association says there were 1.9
million ice anglers in 2011, a 12
percent increase from five years

Sacandaga Lake in Mayfield,

N.Y. The all-day Sacandaga com
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Josh Brown, of Johnstown, N.Y., holds a walleye he caught during the Walleye Challenge on Great

petition offered cash prizes totaling

$1,649 each hour for the biggest catches, plus big-ticket prizes like a snowmobile.

earlier. Contests are a way to
bring ice fishing lovers together.
One of the most famous contests,
the Brainerd Jaycees Ice Fishing
Extravaganza on Gull Lake in
Minnesota, attracted more than
11,000 people last month, accord-
ing to organizers.

The all-day Sacandaga com-
petition offered cash prizes total-
ing $1,649 an hour for the biggest
catches, plus big-ticket prizes like
a snowmobile and off-road vehi-
cles. Though ice fishing is popular
on the lake all winter, the competi-

tion is an added incentive to go out
in the elements.

Organizer Lou Stutzke, who op-
erates a local convenience store,
started the contest with Hank
“Beaver” Ross, who was inspired
by a competition in the northern
Adirondacks that had hourly priz-
es. Seven years ago, they capped
the number of contestants at 1,000
but have bumped that up since.
Now, their 1,750 slots sell out in a
few weeks.

“It grew into a monster, basi-
cally,” Stutzke said.

Fishing holes are topped by
spring-loaded “tip-ups” with little
orange flags that whip up when a
line is pulled. But pulling a fish in
takes skill. Bruce Gollmer kneeled
on the ice with the line in his hand,
pulling it in with his bare hands
then letting the fish run out some.
He finally landed a 32-inch north-
ern pike.

“They’ve got a mouthful of teeth
and they’ll snap a line with one
shake of the head, so you want to
tire them out and just slowly bring
them in,” Gollmer said.

Ski resorts
in California
struggling
from drought

By Scort SmitH
The Associated Press

FRESNO, Calif. — With the
state entering its fourth drought
year, even some big resorts with
millions of dollars in modern
snow-making equipment don’t
have all their lifts running. The
mid-sized and family-owned re-
sorts struggling most had hoped
to reopen for the Presidents Day
holiday, traditionally the year’s
biggest weekend for skiing.

A recent winter storm washing
over California originated in the
tropics and dropped more rain
than the much needed snow. While
any wet weather is welcomed in
California, the storm didn’t end

the drought
4 or put all the
We're donnat\)m kre-
- sorts back in
basically business.
the canary b “_Wel’llre
s asically
m_the coal . Cary
mine. It's in the coal
5 mine,”  said
kind of a Janet Tuttle,
sad state who  owns
here in Donner Ski
" . Ranch north-
California.” yest of Lake
Janet Tuttle Tahoe and
Donner Ski Ranch one of about
seven  re-

sorts forced
to close mid-season. “It’s kind of a
sad state here in California.”

A stingy snowfall had left Don-
ner’s mountain face marked with
brown patches of exposed dirt
and rock. Tuttle and her husband,
Marshall, closed the resort’s six
chairlifts and two beginner runs
by mid-January. They reopened
‘Wednesday with alittle boost from
the recent storm, hoping to keep
the lifts running this weekend.

California’s 27 resorts — and
two in neighboring Nevada —
make up the nation’s second most
popular destination for skiers and
snowboarders after Colorado, said
Bob Roberts, executive direc-
tor of the California Ski Industry
Association.

China Peak Mountain Resort
east of Fresno was among the
latest ski areas forced to sus-
pend business, following others
in Northern California such as
Donner Ski Ranch, Dodge Ridge
and Yosemite’s Badger Pass. Mt.
Baldy Ski Lifts near Los Angeles
also closed.

Homewood Mountain Resort
at Lake Tahoe suspended skiing
early this month, but also plans to
open for the Presidents Day week-
end with a few inches of fresh
snow from recent storms.

Ski season started strong with
heavy snowfall in December blan-
keting California’s mountains.
Resorts opened before Christmas,
earlier than the previous year
with raised hopes that more snow
would follow.

But January set records as the
driest and the second warmest
in recorded history, said Michael
Anderson, a climatologist with
the state’s Department of Water
Resources.
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Militants penetrate perimeter of Al Asad AB

Iraqi forces kill all 8 attackers at facility where about 400 US troops are stationed

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Islamic
State militants on Friday pen-
etrated the perimeter of an Iraqi
base where about 400 U.S. troops
are stationed, according to mili-
tary officials.

Eight insurgents attacked an
Iraqi army facility on the Al Asad
Air Base in Anbar province, ac-

since re-secured their facility,”
CJTF-OIR said in the statement.
Australian army Maj. Sarah
Hawke, a task force spokeswom-
an, said the militants penetrated
the perimeter of the base, but co-
alition forces were not directly in-
volved in the counterattack. Their
contribution was limited to aerial
surveillance to assist the ISF.
“Coalition forces were several
ki from the attack and at

cording to a by Com-
bined Joint Task Force-Operation
Inherent Resolve.

“The Iraqi Security Forces sup-
ported by Coalition surveillance
assets defeated the attack, killing
all eight attackers. The ISF have

no stage were they under direct
threat from this action,” CJTF-
OIR said in the statement.
Hawke said the militants are
believed to have been on a suicide
mission, but she did not know

'] - what types
Coalition ¢ weapons

forces were they used.
several  Ini o
kilometers  time that
from the Al Asad has
come under

attack. ...” insurgent
Combined Joint attack. For

Task Force- months,

Operation Inherent the Islamic
Resolve State group

has  been

regularly launching small-scale

rocket and mortar attacks on the
facility.

The base “has been subjected

to ineffective, indirect fires ...
on average several times per
week for several months now,”
Pentagon spokesman Col. Steve
Warren told reporters Thursday
before the attack that breached
the perimeter occurred. “Al Asad
is a large and sprawling base.
Thus far, none of the indirect fire
attacks that have been launched
against it have had any impact at
all — no American casualties, no
American equipment damaged.”

There are about 400 Ameri-
can troops at Al Asad training
and advising ISF forces, who are
battling the Islamic State group
in Anbar and across Iraq. Presi-

dent Barack Obama has ruled out
sending American ground forces
into combat in Iraq, and the ad-
ministration’s strategy for defeat-
ing the Islamic State group relies
heavily on local forces to retake
captured territory.

The U.S. military plans to train
nine ISF brigades and three
peshmerga brigades. Iraqgi forces
are expected to launch major of-
fensives to retake key terrain,
perhaps as early as this spring.

There are about 2,600 total U.S.
troops in Iraq.

harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes
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Policemen stand by U.S. Embassy vehicles while patrolling at a
parking lot of the Sanaa International Airport in Yemen on Friday.

Official: US surprised
at collapse of Yemen

By KEN DILaNIAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Obama
administration’s senior counter-
terrorism official acknowledged
Thursday that U.S. intelligence
was surprised by the collapse of
the U.S.-backed government in
Yemen.

Nick Rasmussen, who directs
the National Counterterrorism
Center, told the Senate intelli-
gence committee that Yemen’s
American-funded army failed to
oppose advancing Houthi rebels
in the same way the U.S.-support-
ed Iraqi military refused to fight
Islamic State militants last year.

What happened in Iraq with
the onslaught of the Islamic State
group “happened in Yemen” on “a
somewhat smaller scale,” he said.
“As the Houthi advances toward
Sanaa took place ... they weren’t
opposed in many places. ... The
situation deteriorated far more
rapidly than we expected.”

Rasmussen made the admis-
sion under questioning by Sen.
Roy Blunt, R-Mo., who noted that

President Barack Obama recently
touted Yemen as a success. Now,
it’s a “total disaster,” Blunt said.

In response to other question-
ing, Rasmussen also noted that
extremists in Libya, Afghanistan,
Egypt and Algeria had pledged
allegiance to the Islamic State
group, suggesting a growing in-
fluence of that al-Qaida rival.

The Islamic State group is now
the dominant extremist group in
the Libyan cities of Derna and
Benghazi, where a 2012 attack
killed four Americans, including
U.S. Ambassador Chris Stevens,
he said.

“We’ve seen in recent months
ISIL has looked to expand its
reach in a number of places,”
Rasmussen said, referring to the
militant group by one of its ac-
ronyms. He acknowledged that
efforts against al-Qaida’s Yemen
affiliate, considered one of the
most dangerous to Americans,
had been significantly diminished
by the collapse of the government
and this week’s evacuation of the
U.S. Embassy.

Syrians insist US airstrike Killed civilians

By MousAB ALHAMADEE
AND Roy GUTMAN
McClatchy Foreign Staff

NIZIP, Turkey — Mohammad
Na’us was one of the most respect-
ed men in al-Bab. He was the un-
dertaker who washed the bodies
of the dead prior to burial, a pious
Quranic scholar who issued the
sundown call to prayer in the Syr-
ian town near the Turkish border,
and for the past year, a seller of
bread in his neighborhood.

But on Dec. 28, the bakery’s
delivery was late and he missed
the prayers at sundown. Religious
police arrested Na'us, a father of
five in his 50s, and ordered him to
spend one night in prison.

It was his last.

At 7:20 pm., a U.S. airstrike
leveled al-Bab’s al Saraya gov-
ernment center. Townspeople say
dozens, including Na'us, died in
the strike. U.S. officials, while ac-
knowledging the strike, deny that
any civilians died.

“That night, you could hear the
screams and wailing of women
in the town when they heard al
Saraya was bombed,” said Abu
Hussein, S5, who hved near the
government center and passed
it daily on his way to pray at the
local mosque. “They knew their
sons and relatives were in the
building.”

The speaker, interviewed in An-
takya, Turkey, asked to be identi-
fied by a pseudonym that means
“Hussein’s father,” fearing retri-
bution by the Islamic State group
should he return to al-Bab.

McClatchy first reported on
Jan. 11 that at least 50 civilians in
the prison had died in the U.S. air-
strike. Three days afterthatreport,
the U.S. Central Command said a
review of the airstrike had deter-
mined that allegations of civilian
casualties “are not credible.”

McClatchy, however, has found
more substantiation for its initial
report from refugees who fled
al-Bab and now inhabit towns in
southern Turkey. With the help of
relatives, neighbors and friends,
McClatchy has assembled a list of
the full names of 10 civilians who
reportedly died in the airstrike
and the family names of another
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Thick smoke rises following an airstrike by the U.S.-led coalition
in Kobani, near the Turkey-Syria border, in mid-October. Residents
of al-Bab, Syria, continue to insist that an airstrike at the end

of December killed at least 50 cMIlans, desplte a U.S. Central

“are not credible.”

14.

The Syrian Network for Human
Rights, a monitoring group
aligned with opponents of Syrian
President Bashar Assad, said it
has a verified list of 24 civilians
killed. Spokeswoman Huda al Ali
said the network estimates that a
minimum of S5 civilians died.

Another opposition monitoring
group, the Violations Documenta-
tion Center, said more than 60 de-
tainees, including some children,
died in the attack, and that 20
injured civilians were extracted
alive from the rubble.

Nearly every one of the more
than 40 townspeople from al-Bab
and nearby towns interviewed
by McClatchy reporters said the
number of dead was several times
higher.

The difference between the
new information and the U.S.

military’s insistence that there
was no evidence to back reports
of the civilian deaths takes on
added significance in the wake of
the killing of Kayla Mueller, 26, an
aid worker from Arizona who died
last week in Syria.

The Islamic State group
claimed Mueller was killed Feb.
6 when Jordanian planes bombed
a building outside Raqgga, Syria,
where she was being held prison-
er. US. officials earlier this week
acknowledged that Jordanian air-
craft, “with the support of U.S.
military crews,” had struck the
building on that date, but they de-
nied there was any evidence that
civilians or Islamic State militants
had been present.

The al-Bab case, however, raises
questions about how much infor-
mation U.S. air crews have about
the targets they hit.
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Turkey rolls back
secular education for
‘pious generations’

By SuzaN FRASER
The Associated Press

ANKARA, Turkey — Pas-
tor Ahmet Guvener managed
to get his daughter, a Christian,
an exemption from mandatory
religious classes in her Turkish
school. But he soon found that the
17-year-old wasn’t really off the
hook.

As an alternative to the classes
at her school in Diyarbakir, in
southeast Turkey, she would have
to choose from three electives:
the life of the Prophet Muham-
mad, the Quran or basic religious
knowledge — or fail the year.

“It seriously damaged my
child’s psychology,” said Guvener,
who heads the Protestant Church
in Diyarbakir. He accuses the
school of deliberately forcing re-
ligious education on students — a
claim the teachers’ union denied.

Turkey has long enshrined the
secular ideals of founding father
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, par-
ticularly in an educational sys-
tem that until recently banned
Islamic headscarves in schools
and made schoolchildren begin
the day reciting an oath of alle-
giance to Ataturk’s legacy. Now
proponents of Turkey’s secular
traditions claim President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan is taking a new
path, building a more Islam-
focused education system to re-
alize his stated goal of raising
“pious generations.”

The ruling Islamic-rooted
Justice and Development Party
insists it is simply heeding the
demands of a conservative and
pious majority. It says the edu-
cation measures aim to undo
restrictions on religious educa-
tion that were imposed following
Turkey’s so-called “soft military
coup” of 1997, when the then-
powerful military — which saw
itself as the guardian of Ataturk’s
secular principles — pressured

an Islamic-led government out
of power and moved to close
down vocational religious middle
schools.

“Education is an ideological
tool,” said Sakine Esen Yilmaz,
secretary-general of the left-
leaning Education and Science
Laborer’s Union. “It is (now)
being used to raise an obedient
generation that will serve the
government.”

Last week, thousands of people
demonstrated in Istanbul to de-
mand that the secular principles
of education be upheld. They
urged the government to halt a
perceived campaign to impose
the Sunni faith and to respect the
rights of students from the Alevi
Shiite sect that constitutes Tur-
key’s largest religious minority.

On Friday, hundreds of pro-
secular and Alevi students and
teachers boycotted school to pro-
test the government’s religious
education stance and thousands
marched in several Turkish cities
holding up banners calling for a
secular and science-based educa-
tion system.

Police used water cannons to
disperse thousands of people who
marched in the Aegean port city
of Izmir. Media reports said at
least 10 people were detained in
five Turkish cities for organizing
the boycott.

As an indication of possible
steps to come, the country’s na-
tional education advisory council,
dominated by a pro-government
teacher’s union, recommended a
series of other controversial mea-
sures that included increasing the
number of compulsory religious
classes from one to two hours
per week; lowering the starting
age of these classes to 6 from 9;
teaching religious values at pre-
schools; and removing a class
on the preparation of cocktails
from vocational tourism schools’
curriculum.

Boko Haram launches first
attacks on Chadian village

The Associated Press

MOUNDOU, Chad — Sus-
pected Boko Haram militants
attacked a village on the shore of
Lake Chad early Friday, marking
the first such violence against the
neighbor contributing the most
military might to the regional
fight against the Nigeria-based
terror group.

The assault took place in the
village of Ngouboua, according
to army Col. Azem Bermandoa. It
‘was not immediately known how
many civilians were killed during
the attack, he said.

“The assailants have scattered
and the army is now pursuing
them,” Bermandoa told The As-
sociated Press by telephone.

Boko Haram has expanded

its attacks against neighboring
countries during the past week
following threats to punish any
nations contributing to the fight
against the terror group. Chad,
Niger, Cameroon and Benin all
have pledged to send military
support though Chadian soldiers
are already fighting Boko Haram
militants inside Cameroon and
Nigeria. The multinational force
to fight Boko Haram is expected
to be formally launched in the
coming weeks.

Ngouboua is already home to
nearly 3,300 refugees who had
fled the Boko Haram-related vio-
lence back home in Nigeria, ac-
cording to the United Nations.

PeTr Davip Josex/AP

Ukrainian government soldiers inspect the body of a child covered with cloth Friday after shelling in a
residential area of the town of Artemivsk, Ukraine.

Shells hits Ukraine town
behind front line, killing 1

By BALINT SZLANKO
The Associated Press

ARTEMIVSK, Ukraine — De-
spite alooming cease-fire deal for
eastern Ukraine, a government-
held town 25 miles behind the
front line has been hit by shelling,
killing at least one person.

Associated Press reporters saw
the body of a child killed Friday
afternoon after rocket fire hit a
residential area in Artemivsk. It
was not immediately clear who
was responsible for the attack.

The shelling occurred as
Russian-backed separatists are
mounting a major, sustained ef-
fort Friday to capture Debaltseve,
a strategic railway hub south of
Artemivsk, ahead of a weekend
cease-fire.

The deadline for the warring
sides to halt hostilities is Sun-
day morning at one minute after
midnight.

Clashes appeared only to have
increased in the day since a peace
agreement was sealed in the Be-
larusian capital of Minsk by the
leaders of Russia, Ukraine, Ger-

many and France. German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel cautiously
described the agreement negoti-
ated Thursday as “a glimmer of
hope.”

Debaltseve was on the receiv-
ing end of dozens of artillery and
rocket salvos in the 24-hour pe-
riod following the Minsk talks,
Ukrainian military officials said.

Associated Press reporters
Friday observed intense shell-
ing along the highway north of
the town, which remains the only
land link between Debaltseve and
the remainder of government-
controlled territory.

Interfax-Ukraine news agency
quoted Petro Mekhed, Ukraine’s
deputy defense minister, as say-
ing separatist forces had been
given the task of hoisting their
flags over Debaltseve, as well
as the port city of Mariuopol, by
Sunday.

Military Andriy Ly-

reported six civilian deaths in
areas under their control, while
rebels said seven people were
killed in artillery attacks on the
separatist-held cities of Luhansk
and Horlivka.

Separatist forces recently
have nearly completely encircled
Ukrainian forces in Debaltseve,
where all but a few thousand ci-
vilians have fled to areas away
from the front.

Ukraine says that Debaltseve
should remain in government
control under the terms of a Sep-
tember peace deal that traced the
contours of the front line. A copy
of that agreement leaked to Ukrai-
nian media last month shows the
town lying on the government’s
side of the line of contact agreed
by rebel and Ukrainian officials
alike.

Ukrainian access to the sole
highway still linking the town to
goverr -held territorylooksto

senko said Friday that 11 soldiers
were killed and another 40 were
wounded during the previous day.
Regional authorities loyal to Kiev

have been compromised with the
apparent capture of the village of
Lohvynove, which lies along the
road, just north of Debaltseve.

Taliban kill 20 at Shiite
mosque in Pakistan

PESHAWAR, Pakistan — Tal-
iban militants stormed a Shiite
Muslim mosque in northwestern
Pakistan on Friday, killing 20
people in a wave of gunfire and
explosions before the siege ended,
officials said.

The attack marks the latest
violence against a religious mi-
nority that has suffered repeated
bombings and assassinations

by hard-line Islamic militants.
The violence also underscored
the challenges the military and
police face to secure the coun-
try two months after a horrific
Taliban attack against a school
sparked public outrage and cries
for greater security.

The attack in the city of Pe-
shawar wounded more than 45
people, according to Mian Mo-
hammad Saeed, the chief of op-
erations for the Peshawar police.

The Taliban claimed responsi-
bility for the violence.

There were varying accounts
of how many attackers carried
out the assault. The militants
released a video showing three
attackers while the head of the
provincial police, Nasir Durrani,
said four or five attackers were
involved.

The attackers entered the
mosque from a building next door
that was under construction, he
said. They jumped over an outer
wall into the mosque courtyard.

From The Associated Press
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OPINION

Obama’s sadder but wiser foreign policy

By DovyLeE McMANuUs
Los Angeles Times

hen he entered the White
House in 2009, Barack
Obama had grand ambitions
in foreign policy. He planned
to withdraw U.S. troops from Iraq and
Afghanistan, build a better relationship
with Russia, broker peace between Israel
and the Palestinians and offer a hand of
friendship to Iran and the Muslim world.

Six years later, the president, and the
rest of us, are sadder but wiser. American
troops are still in Afghanistan and back in
Iraq, although in much smaller numbers
and not in ground combat. The “reset”
with Russia and prospects for peace in the
Middle East are little more than wistful
memories.

So when the White House published the
second-term edition of its national secu-
rity strategy last week, one of its goals was
simply to catch up with those new realities,
and to reassert that the United States has
no choice but to stay engaged.

“The question is never whether America
should lead, but how we lead,” the presi-
dent wrote in his preface to the 29-page
manifesto.

There’s a lot of leadership in the pages
that follow — a series of rebuttals, in ef-
fect, to Republican critics who charge that
Obama isn’t leading and doesn’t want to.

“We will lead with purpose,” the docu-
ment says. “We will lead with strength. ...
We will lead by example.”

We will lead every way we can, it seems,
except one: We won’t lead from behind.
(That phrase, used accurately but incau-
tiously by a White House aide during the
U.S.-led war in Libya, has long since been
retired.)

And it’s true that the Obama administra-
tion has been leading: in the war against
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria, in the
nuclear negotiations with Iran, and (with
Germany and France) in the campaign
to stop Russia from conquering more of

For Obama, the main
foreign policy lesson is still
the one he campaigned

on in 2008: U.S. power
should be used sparingly.

Ukraine.

That’s why it was interesting that Obama
himself, in a long interview the online
magazine Vox published this week, chose
to emphasize a different theme: not leader-
ship, but lower expectations.

Yes, he said, the U.S. will still be “the in-
dispensable nation for the rest of this cen-
tury, just like it was for the last one.” But
the president’s main point was that even a
superpower with strong allies can some-
times make only a modest difference in an
increasingly disorderly world.

“You take the victories where you can.
You make things a little bit better rather
than a little bit worse,” Obama said. “And
that’s in no way a concession to this idea
that America is withdrawing,” Obama
said, “or there’s not much we can do. It’s
just a realistic assessment of how the world
works.”

Take the Middle East. “I came in with
some very clear theories about what my
goals were going to be,” Obama said. “And
then the Arab Spring happened.” Now, he
said, he’d be glad just to see some “move-
ment toward greater stability.”

Obama’s national security adviser,
Susan Rice, echoed the theme, calling for
“strategic patience.” That’s another way of
describing the limits of U.S. power, a warn-
ing that problems like Islamic extremism
will take a generation to abate.

“Too often what’s missing here in Wash-
ington is a sense of perspective,” said
Rice.

“While the dangers we face may be more
numerous and varied, they are not of the
existential nature we confronted during

‘World War II or the Cold War,” she said.

In other words, things aren’t as bad as
they look. So could you please cut us some
slack?

She has a point. The terrorists of Islamic
State aren’t a direct threat to the United
States — so far, at least. Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram is in effect frozen. Russia is threat-
ening Ukraine, but it’s no longer a global
menace.

But for Obama, the main foreign poli-
cy lesson is still the one he campaigned
on in 2008: U.S. power should be used
sparingly.

“The real challenge for the country —
not just during my presidency but in future
presidencies — is recognizing that leading
does not always mean occupying ... and
that American leadership means wherever
possible leveraging other countries, other
resources,” he told Vox.

Even though his new national secu-
rity framework includes a daunting list
of threats (it ranks climate change and
epidemics alongside nuclear proliferation
and terrorism) and national interests (in-
cluding not only democracy but also, for
the first time, the human rights of LGBT
people), the main point the president wants
to make was about the limits on American
power.

That will disappoint both conservative
and liberal interventionists, who want to
see Obama intervene more vigorously in
Syria or send weapons to the government
of Ukraine. His implicit answer: Still not
interested.

The traditional word for that vein of for-
eign policy thinking is realism: Making
sure our goals don’t outstrip our means.

With two years to run, Obama does have
a foreign policy strategy — or, at least, a
compendium of threats and goals. As he
enters the last chapter of his presidency, he
and his aides are inevitably thinking ahead
to what their legacy will be.

Their message to history’s referees last
week was: Lower your expectations.

Doyle McManus is a Los Angeles Times columnist.

Strauss-Kahn’s defense is no

By LEONID BERSHIDSKY
Bloomberg News

ormer International Monetary

Fund chief Dominique Strauss-

Kahn has revealed his defense

strategy for his ongoing pimping
trial in France: He denies knowledge that
the young women who consented to have
sex with him in hotel rooms were prosti-
tutes. The judge, and the world watching
the tawdry saga, are supposed to believe
Strauss-Kahn was so naive that he thought
they were attracted to him.

Judge Bernard Lemaire should strike
down that defense for the sake of all pow-
erful men. They need to know that society
expects better of them than that.

Strauss-Kahn is on trial for aiding and
abetting prostitution, an offense equivalent
to pimping. He is not accused of being a
pimp per se, only of accepting the services
of businessmen friends who arranged sex
parties in Europe and the U.S. That’s why
it’s important for Strauss-Kahn to deny all
knowledge of any paid sex.

“It gives me no pleasure and I'm even
horrified,” he protested. “This is not the
kind of sexuality I appreciate. Such a
creepy relationship doesn’t satisfy me.”

Yet here were the women, some of them
describing his lovemaking as so abusive
that it brought tears to their eyes. “Car-
nage” was the word one of them used. Did

Strauss-Kahn really believe they were so
impressed with his less-than-fit 60-year-
old body, wrinkled face and gray hair that
they were happy to satisfy his every wish?

The answer is no. Strauss-Kahn says his
confidence stemmed from his position at
the time: From 2008 to 2011, he was one
of the most powerful people in the world,
head of the IMF. “Let’s say I saved the
world from a crisis that could have been
worse than the one in 1929,” Strauss-Kahn
said at the trial with no trace of fear of
sounding pompous. That, he implied, was
why he took his friends’ — and, by exten-
sion, the women’s — favors for granted:
“A lot of people wanted to please me at the
time.”

Henry Kissinger once called power a
“great aphrodisiac” and later apparently
corrected himself, changing the adjective
o “ultimate.” It’s not impossible to believe
that people would want to have sex with
someone on the front lines of saving the
world from financial catastrophe, or even
simply someone who was often on televi-
sion and in the newspapers. For Strauss-
Kahn to assume, however, that this would
be sufficient motivation for numerous
young women to have anonymous group
sex with him is a sign of either incredible
arrogance or serious lack of judgment.

It shouldn’t be a requirement for politi-
cians and public officials to be paragons of
virtue. In Europe, particularly in France,

defense at all

they are rightly allowed their affairs and
nasty divorces. French President Francois
Hollande survived the 2014 revelations of a
love affair with actress Julie Gayet, which
resulted in his highly public breakup with
longtime partner Valerie Trierweiler.
There is no direct connection between
missteps in affairs of the heart and the
ability to govern. Yet Strauss-Kahn’s char-
acter flaw, highlighted by his defense, is of
a different kind.

If he is telling the truth, then he was
willing to accept favors as his due because
of his position. That’s only acceptable in a
kleptocracy. Anywhere else, the perks of
high office are a finite list that doesn’t in-
clude rich gifts and willing women. It’s also
scary to imagine that the head of the IMF
couldn’t tell professional hookers from fel-
low libertines: One hopes he applied better
judgment to nations’ applications for last-
ditch financial aid.

Even if the court takes Strauss-Kahn’s
defense at face value, it shouldn’t accept
naivete, myopia or arrogance as mitigating
factors. If anything, for someone as impor-
tant and accomplished as Strauss-Kahn
was, they are aggravating circumstances.
Humility and an analytical intelligence
are requirements for a strong leader these
days, even as sexual continence is not.

Leonid Bershidsky, a Bloomberg View contributor,
is a Berlin-based writer.
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Stewart will no longer be looking out for us

By MARGARET CARLSON
Bloomberg News

twas only minutes into an in-
terview with Jon Stewart be-
fore a screening of his film,
“Rosewater,” last November
when I knew he would never
fully return to “The Daily Show.”
Working on that heartfelt and ef-
fective movie about an Iranian
journalist who was imprisoned by
the regime for 118 days made the
comedian wax poetic about how
lasting and indelible film was
compared to a television show.
He was explicit about his
change in attitude in his surprise
announcement that he was leav-
ing at the end of Tuesday’s show.
“What is this fluid,” he said, point-
ing to his eyes. “What are these
feelings,” he said pounding the
desk. He then confirmed what he
had hinted at a few months ear-
lier. “This show doesn’t deserve
an even slightly restless host.”
There had been signs. He had
become a factory of satire and so-
cial commentary, attracting and
developing talent that often bid
fair to surpass the master. John
Oliver has taken uncovering the
truth into new territory, rooting
out corruption in places as var-
ied as the Miss America pageant
and for-profit schools that ex-
ploit veterans. Stephen Colbert
did such a job unspinning phony
spin with truthiness that he is
taking over for David Letterman
this year. Another “Daily Show”
alum, Larry Wilmore, has made
a promising beginning with his
“Nightly Show.”
Stewart got his start in 1999
and an ocean of material was

soon lapping at his shore — wild
conventions, the 2000 recount
that gave him the “Indecision
2000” trope, Sarah Palin, the
tea party, two endless wars and
a global financial meltdown. He
mined every last bit and soon was
a public figure of such standing
that he was twice invited to host
the Oscars. How could he give it
all up?

Maybe after 17 years he felt
— as many of us do — that he
just couldn’t face the void of an-
other election. He made expos-
ing mealy-mouthed politicians
look like shooting fish in a barrel.
Maybe the sight of all those dead
fish became too much to look at.

What's certain is that Stewart’s
departure will have a greater
impact on the American public’s
news literacy than the suspension
of Brian Williams from “NBC
Nightly News.”

Williams is a newsreader of the
conventional wisdom, albeit one
with 8.43 million viewers. Stew-
art’s four-nights-a-week skewer-
ing gets an average of 1.3 million
viewers, but these are in the cov-
eted 18-to-29 demographic. When
the Pew Research Center asked
four questions to measure knowl-
edge of political news and current
events, “Daily Show” viewers did
significantly better than network
news viewers.

The comedian’s segment on
the Williams debacle was Stew-
art-in-full. First came criticism
of Williams’ fictional brush with
combat-zone danger, then the
human sympathy for the humili-
ated anchor — a sharp contrast to
the joy so many rivals seem to take
in his fall. Then Stewart pivoted

Jon Stewart poses for a portrait in

VicToria WiLt, Invision/AP

of his film “R ”

in New York in November. Stewart, who announced this week that he
will leave “The Daily Show” this year, has won 20 Emmys.

to a much larger point: the rela-
tive triviality of Williams’ offense
compared with the far greater
lies told about the Irag War that
will forever go unpunished.
Stewart showed that Williams
gave an initially accurate rendi-
tion of his helicopter ride in Irag
but that as the years passed, the
story grew. By the time Williams
made his fateful comments about
surviving the shoot-down of the
chopper on the “Late Show With
David Letterman” in 2013, he
was infected with “infotainment
confusion syndrome,” which oc-
curs when the “brain’s applause
center” pushes a celebrity into
“full-blown anecdote mode.”
Stewart came as close to de-
fending Williams as he could by
putting his downfall in its proper

context. “Finally, someone is
being held to account for mislead-
ing America about the Iraq War,”
he said. “Never again will Brian
Williams mislead this great na-
tion about being shot at in a war
we probably wouldn’t have ended
up in if the media had applied this
level of scrutiny to the actual [ex-
pletive deleted] war.

Unlike many TV personalities,
Stewart doesn’t seem to be trying
to fill a hole inside himself. Wil-
liams does. In addition to seeking
war zone cred, he wanted to be
cool. His schedule was crowded
with sideshows — slow-jamming
the news with Jimmy Fallon,
cameos on “30 Rock,” rocking
with Bruce Springsteen, hosting
Hurricane Sandy concerts. He
was trying too hard to make clear

he wasn’t your father’s anchor-
man. At one point, NBC brass
pursued Stewart as a possible fill-
in for David Gregory on “Meet
the Press.” Our media wires are
so crossed now you can imagine
Williams spurning a gig on “Meet
the Press” for one on “The Daily
Show.”

Stewart may have been tiring
of the daily grind, and wanting to
have dinner with his family whom
he heard from multiple sources is
made up of “lovely people.” But
viewers weren’t tiring of him. He
won 20 Emmys. He went live with
his friend Colbert in 2010 when
the tea party was on the rise and
President Barack Obama was in
decline, but the two comics were
still hopeful enough to draw hun-
dreds of thousands to the National
Mall to encourage civil discourse
despite the dysfunction in the
Capitol blocks away.

Was it spending time with Ma-
ziar Bahari — the Newsweek re-
porter portrayed in “Rosewater”
who put everything on the line
to tell a life-and-death story of
imprisonment — that convinced
Stewart to move on? Or maybe he
found it too disheartening that no
matter how many fish in the bar-
rel he shot, new ones kept coming,
as if politicians, and the voters
who elect them, had learned noth-
ing from all those nights Stewart
spent exposing mendacity and
folly.

The creator of Indecision 2000
will leave us to figure out Indeci-
sion 2016 on our own. It won’t be
easy.

Margaret Carlson is a Bloomberg View
columnist.

First chivalry died.

By Dominic BasuLro

n the digital era, it’s not only
government agencies and
Silicon Valley companies
spying on us or attempting
to monetize our data — it’s our
smart TVs and our futuristic cars.
And, once the Internet of Things
gets fully connected, you can fi-
nally say goodbye to privacy, as
just about any device will have
the ability to eavesdrop on our
conversations and report data in
real time. Privacy, once a right, is
now not even a social norm.
Inmany ways, the end of the age
of privacy bears a resemblance to
the passing of another great value
— chivalry. We all claim to mourn
the passing of chivalry —and per-
haps at no time more than during
the run-up to Valentine’s Day —
but consider what chivalry gave
us: a patriarchal, hierarchical
and class-based society that was
literally medieval. Chivalry may
have given us honor, nobility and
courtly graces, but it also gave
us income disparity, gender-spe-
cific roles, and a male-dominated
boardroom. In short, society out-
grew chivalry — just like society
is about to outgrow traditional no-
tions of privacy.
The way we think about pri-
vacy today is influenced greatly
by the classic paper on the right

to privacy, written by Warren
and Brandeis for Harvard Law
Review back in 1890. The paper
focused on the ills of a modern
media society — gossip, slander
and “unauthorized circulation
of portraits” — and sought to re-
dress these by defining privacy
in common-sense terms as “the
right to be let alone.”

Spend just a few minutes on
today’s Internet, though, and
you’ll realize that this 125-year-
old notion of privacy is already an
anachronism. Our accounts are
hacked, our photos are uploaded
for all to see, our medical records
are open secrets and our intimate
dealings and emails are “pro-
claimed from the house-tops.”
Instead of wanting to be “let
alone,” we now want to be part
of communities and networks. To
top it all off, “pieces of personal
information are not only social
currency but also more or less
the basis for the entire world of
online commerce.”

However, there’s no need to
mourn the passing of the age of
privacy. First of all, realize that
having too much privacy may
actually be just as dangerous as
having too little privacy. Think
of privacy as existing on a con-
tinuum between two extremes:
“openness” and “secrecy.” In a
2013 article for MIT Technol-

Now privacy is on same path.

ogy Review, Silicon Valley critic
Evgeny Morozov acknowledged
that the workings of a democracy
are such that some information
and data is actually critical for
technocrats and governments to
function. With too much privacy,
a society tends toward “secrecy,”
and that’s no good for anyone.

The reason why the digital era
has resulted in an astonishing
erosion of privacy is that open,
networked connected societies
tend to develop faster. The closed
off ones don’t innovate and grow
their economies (think North
Korea). From that perspective,
too much privacy is actually a
net drag on innovation. And big
data, if anything, is hyper-accel-
erating this shift in how we think
about sharing our data because it
is eroding our privacy in two key
areas that were once verboten:
health information and financial
information.

People surrendering their pri-
vacy can be empowering and a
net positive. Take health care,
for example. Even a decade ago,
one’s health data was considered
deeply personal, something that
you’d only share with trusted doc-
tor. Now, that data is being shared
24/7 with sensors and online
bots and being used to keep you
healthier. A whole new genera-
tion of wearables will fundamen-

tally change the way we think
about health data, especially with
whom we are willing to share it.

For that reason, attempts to re-
gain privacy rights in the digital
era at times appear to be a nostal-
gic grab for an earlier, analog era
when privacy mattered so much
more. In the analog era, privacy
intrusions happened rarely, if
ever; in the digital era, they hap-
pen daily. Data Privacy Day on
Jan. 28? Please, give me a break.
We would do just as well to re-
name Valentine’s Day “National
Day of Chivalry” and expect that
it would bring back chivalry from
the Middle Ages.

As Morozov points out, if we’'re
really serious about more priva-
cy, we’re going about it all wrong.
Just passing more laws or estab-
lishing another “pseudo-holiday”
won’t work. We can’t even agree
on when, how or by whom we
should be informed when we’ve
been hacked. Without a broad,
sweeping set of data privacy laws,
the concept of privacy will con-
tinue to undergo a re-think.

If there’s a reason why the con-
cept of privacy in the digital era
is so vexing, it’s because we are
undergoing a massive sea change
in how we think about our ana-
log-based value system. For that
reason, we're tempted to view
all intrusions on our privacy as

merely an “aberration” — some-
thing that can be reversed with
just the right set of laws.

The strangeness of talking
about protecting our privacy from
cars or TVs is probably what it
felt like when the friendly neigh-
borhood knight stopped doting on
women sometime during the Late
Middle Ages. It was shocking and
disturbing when a knight no lon-
ger held out a chair for a damsel
in distress. The first knights who
began to challenge the sanity of
going off on Crusades to defend
Christianity probably sounded
like heretics. But, ultimately, this
evolution in social norms led to
rapid innovation of a patriarchal,
hierarchical and gender-specific
society.

We live in an era when everyone
gets hacked, any post on social
media might end up somewhere
else, the government will spy on
us (no matter what it says), and
all of our personal records could
end up in the wrong hands. Pri-
vacy may not have died in 2014,
but it sure seems like it’s on life-
support. And, with the Internet of
Things, we’re just getting started.
A generation from now, the fact
that we had any privacy will seem
quaint, if not distinctly medieval.

Dominic Basulto is a futurist and blog-
ger based in New York City. This column
first appeared in The Washington Post.
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No charges in police

station bacon-tossing

M FRAMINGHAM — A
judge has dismissed

charges against a Massachusetts
woman who threw ked

THE CENSUS

20

The number of restaurant receipts a former Pennsylvania waitress is accused of modifying to add $10
or $20 to tips. Police in Penn Township said Gina Haney, 30, of North Huntingdon, put the number “1" or
“2" in front of single-digit tips from customers who paid by credit card at Lucci’s Pizza and Pasta. Haney
denied knowing anything about the tips before her arraignment Wednesday.

bacon and sausage inside a police
station while saying she was there
to “feed the piggies.”

Lindsey McNamara, of Ash-
land, was charged with disor-
derly conduct and malicious
destruction of property after
the Dec. 26 incident, which was
caught on video surveillance.

Police said McNamara, 24, en-
tered the Framingham station
with a box of meat and started
throwing it and smearing it on
the dispatch window.

A judge Wednesday dismissed
the destruction charge, saying
police had provided little evi-
dence that McNamara had dam-
aged anything.

The MetroWest Daily News
reported that the judge said the
charge could be restored if po-
lice can prove damage.

The disorderly conduct charge
will be dismissed upon payment
of $150 in court costs.

Dog finds hospital
where owner treated

I CEDAR RAPIDS — A

family says a dog that ran
away from home was found inside
a Cedar Rapids hospital where
her owner was staying.

KCRG-TV reported Thurs-
day that Nancy Franck was at
Mercy Medical Center following
a surgery.

Last Saturday, her husband dis-
covered their miniature schnau-
zer, Sissy, was gone from their
residence, which is at least 15
blocks away from the hospital.

A hospital security guard used
Sissy’s tags to call Franck’s hus-
band, Dale. He said Sissy was
on a mission to see her mom but
simply couldn’t find the right el-
evator to take.

The family is still perplexed
about how Sissy sniffed her way
to the hospital. But they think
she might have known her way
around from car trips in drop-
ping Nancy Franck off for work
next door.

Police stun live deer to
free it from dead deer
SHOREWOOD — Po-

MN lice in Minnesota

used a stun gun to free a live buck
that was stuck to a dead deer.

South Lake Minnetonka Po-
lice were called to the strange
sight at a home in Shorewood
in the Twin Cities area on Sun-
day morning. The antlers of the
two bucks were locked together.
One deer was dead and the other
was thrashing around, trying to
break free.

After assessing the situation,
officers shocked the live deer
with a Taser as residents helped
quickly saw off one of its antlers.
The deer ran off after coming to.

Patrol officer Ricky Syhre
told the Star Tribune the bucks
probably were stuck together for
hours.

Presidential pedal power

Abraham Lincoln impersonator Fritz Klein, of Springfield, lll., makes an appearance Tuesday at Union Station Visitors Center in Davenport,

lowa. He was filming a video for River Action Inc. to help raise money for

Mississippi River.

Pig drawing attention
in dog agility class
KENT — One student

w in a suburban Seattle
dog agility class is drawing a lot
of attention, and not just for her
athletic skills. Amy is a pig.

Lori Stock owns S-month-old
Amy and said her indoor pig is a
quick learner, very motivated by
food rewards.

Amy has already graduated
from puppy manners class and
has moved on to agility and obe-
dience at the Family Dog Train-
ing Center in Kent. Training
center president Kathy Lang said
that’s a first, though she recalls
a pygmy goat did attend several
training classes.

So amid the barking of the cor-
gis, collies and Labradors, visitors
will sometimes hear a snort. And
there’s Amy, jumping through
the hoop, balancing on the teeter-
totter, retrieving the dumbbell and
zipping through the play tunnel.

Probe requested over
gun theft inquiry
KENSINGTON — A

c Northern  California
town is requesting an indepen-
dent investigation into how its po-
lice chief handled the probe of a
sergeant who had his gun stolen
by a suspected prostitute in a Ne-
vada hotel room.

Sgt. Keith Barrow was suspend-
ed this week by the police depart-
ment in Kensington, a small town
near Berkeley.

The incident began last May
when Barrow woke up in a Reno
hotel room to find this badge,
handcuffs and service pistol sto-
len by a woman whom he had
paid for sex.

The next morning, the pros-
titute’s pimp shot himself in
the leg during an argument at a

hop. It was not i di
ly clear why the suspension took

so long.
Board President Len Welsh

= Y

said Wednesday that the town
wanted to learn more about how
Police Chief Greg Harman han-
dled the probe.

Emaciated sea lion
rescued on major road

c SAN FRANCISCO

— Officials say that an
emaciated sea lion yearling that
was probably looking for food was
rescued along a major San Fran-
cisco boulevard, more than 1,000
feet from the ocean.

The San Francisco Chronicle
reported the young male pinni-
ped had dragged himself uphill,
through shrubbery and over the
busy road before being discovered
Wednesday by two motorists.

A park ranger driving through
the area stopped to help and took
the animal to the Marine Mam-
mal Center in Sausalito.

Officials said the sea lion
weighs 28 pounds instead of a
normal 80 pounds.

JerF Cook, THE (DavenporT, lowa) Quap City Times/AP

a footbridge near the site of the first railroad crossing over the

Police: Dealers sold
drugs outside eatery
ORLANDO — Police

F arrested two men after
an anonymous caller told them
they were “doing drug deals” in
the parking lot outside a Wendy’s
restaurant in Orlando.

The Orlando Sentinel reported
police were told that people kept
walking up to the car, knocking on
the window, getting in, getting out
and leaving. When police showed
up on Friday, driver Constantine
Kotsianidis, 36, gave them per-
mission to search the car.

Inside, they found more than
an ounce of heroin. A man in the
backseat told police he had just
bought four $10 bags of heroin
from Angel Manuel Fontanez, 30,
who also was in the car.

Kotsianidis and Fontanez face
charges of trafficking heroin and
have previous drug arrests.

From wire reports
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Hooked onjlliCiIl

Trend expected to grow substantially in 2015

By MarRY MACVEAN
Los Angeles Times

year ago, trendistas were snuggling up to juice

bars all over L.A. to cleanse, reset, detox and

glow a little. Today, things are only busier in

the world of juice — and I don’t mean Minute
Maid. Juicing just won’t go away.

“The concept has settled into being just part of a
healthy life, rather than a thing,” says Andrew Free-
man of the AF&Co. restaurant consulting firm in San
Francisco.

But a “thing” it remains. Juice bars have opened in
such L.A. hot spots as the Ace Hotel downtown and in
Highland Park, adding to the dozens of places where
people are paying in the double digits (yes, you can
pay $12 for a drink that’s not spiked
with vodka) for a bottle of juice, al-
beit cold-pressed and organic in
a range of pretty colors. Cold-

The

pressed juice is even for sale in cold-
airports and at Trader Joe’s.
“It’s amazing, it’s amazing,” pressed

Dave Otto says one morning
outside his pristine, tiny shop

on Beverly Boulevard in Los
Angeles. His business began

in 1975 as the Beverly Hills
Juice Club, an extension of his
“quest for a perfect diet.” These
days, he does 10 to 15 times the
business he did then, he says.

The cold-pressed juice market is estimat-
ed at $100 million a year. What gives?

In a way, it’s the moral equivalent of an Egg McMuf-
fin — fast and convenient — although the juice client
would never venture into a fast-food shop.

Today’s juice — cold-pressed between plates, mean-
ing no heat is used — is a great answer for busy people,
says Alexis Schulze, co-founder and chief visionary of-
ficer of the Costa Mesa, Calif.-based Nekter Juice Bar
chain of 49 shops. “It’s accessible for people who try
to get their fruits and vegetables in but who say, ‘I just
don’t have time to sit down and eat a salad,’” she said.

Are we really that busy? Apparently so.

Busy but also yearning, Otto says: “People are sick
and tired of being sick and tired.”

Amanda Chantal Bacon, founder of Moon Juice,
which has shops in Venice and Silver Lake, Calif., says
people are taking their health into their own hands be-
cause they feel disappointed by conventional food and
medicine.

“People have invested so much time and energy and
hope in fat-free foods like SnackWells and $200 eye
creams and pills to make you happy in your marriage.
We gave it a really good effort,” she says, explaining
that she became a juicer to guard her own health.

With names for concoctions like Glow, Purity or
Goodness Greens, who wouldn’t want to drink up?
There are seasonal flavors, such as pumpkin spice
and cranberry-cinnamon, and more exotic ones. Juice
Served Here, which has a handful of stores in the L.A.
area, offers charcoal lemonade; Moon Juice sells Silver

Strawberry with Mezotrace silver.

And with the possibility of greater energy, glowing
skin, a clearer mind, a detoxified gut and more, who
could refuse? Most people eat so little plant food, says
Joe Cross, author of “The Reboot With Joe Juice Diet,
“is it any wonder that when
they add these super- -
charged flood of nutrients ’:.___‘__

a year.

juice market is
estimated at
$100 million

her book “Cold Press Juice Bible” that the “jury
is still out on whether your body can absorb the
nutrients more easily in liquid form or if there’s
any advantage in giving your digestive system
a break from working on fiber.”

Dana Hunnes, a senior dietitian at the
Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical Center, says
she’s asked often about juicing. “I think it’s
healthier to eat the food and get the fiber
and other things,” though she says there’s
likely no harm in jump-starting an effort
to eat healthfully with a one-day juice
regimen.

While many juices contain kale or
spinach and other vegetables and herbs,
they often also contain apples and other
sweeter produce. And that can mean a
fair amount of sugar.

To counter that, Sussman sug-
gests juicing four servings of
leafy or cruciferous vegeta-
bles for every one of fruit.
(Of course, juicing at home
takes a commitment ranging
from $100 to $2,500 for the
juicer)
“Successful long-term
Jjuicerslearn toliquefy greens
and vegetables on a daily basis
and to juice sweet-tasting fruits
and the sweetest root vegetables ...
in moderation,” Eric Helms writes in
“The Juice Generation,” which is also
the name of his New York company.

Whether organic cold-pressed
juices are healthful depends in part
on the context, says Tricia Psota, a
nutritionist at the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

If juice is an addition to your diet,
the calories can add up (a 16-ounce
bottle typically has about 200 calo-
ries). So can the dollars. On the other
hand, if a juice replaces your usual
midmorning
doughnut,
it’s hard
to argue
against it.

Juice fans
are not flinching,
Freeman says.
“They’re willing
to pay for qual-

ity, to be in the
know. We've
come a long way
from Tang.”

1

that they feel better?”

But it’s hard to prove
that glowing skin, clearer
thinking or resetting is
the result of juicing. And
there’s plenty of disagree-
ment about the value of a
16-ounce juice, even one
made from up to 2 pounds
of produce, compared with
the food itself.

Lisa Sussman writes in

The Miami Herald illustration
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BY ANDREW A. SMITH
Tribune News Service

ing project with an equally dead-end mother,
who is perpetually on the dole and has spent
her life hooking up with one drunken, violent

‘ ‘ ingsman: The SECFEt Service”  out after another. Eggsy spends his time with
will rise or fall on its own mer-  his also equal-
its at the box office. But its ]y  dead-end

source material, the graphic
novel “The Secret Service: Kingsman,” is good
enough and different enough that it’s well worth
your time either way.

“The Secret Service” (“Kingsman” was
added to the title when the movie was named)

mates getting
drunk and/or
high, stealing
cars and gen-
erally getting
into trouble.

IN THE BOOK, THE EcGsy

WE FIRST MEET IS A PRETTY
PATHETIC CHARACTER. HE’S A
17-YEAR-OLD DEAD-END KID
LIVING IN A SouTH LONDON

is written by Mark Millar, well known to com- Meanwhile, GOVERNMENDHOUSINGIERUIECTY
ics and movie audiences alike for “Kick-Ass” on the other
and “Wanted.” The art is by Dave Gibbons, li- end of the

onized for “Watchmen.” In other words, it’s by
A-listers.

Anyway there’s a huge difference between

movie and graphic novel, more than just the

name. For in the movie,

super spy Harry Hart (Colin Firth) and new

socio-economic

scale, we meet

secret agent Jack London, a handsome, well-
dressed man in his S0s who works for MI-6,
has a license to kill and is on a first-name basis
with the most important people in England. He

New film based on graphic
novel ‘The Secret Service’

recruit Gary “Eggsy” Unwin (Taron Egerton),
whom Harry takes under his wing, don’t appear
to be related. But in the book they are uncle and
nephew, which is the crux of the story.

Inthe book, the Eggsy we first meetis a pretty
pathetic character. He’s a 17-year-old dead-end

is working on a baffling case in which scien-
tists, movie directors, actors, science-fiction
writers and other notable people are being
kidnapped wholesale by parties unknown, for
reasons unknown.

(And, yes, the character’s name is Jack Lon-

a world away from book

kid living in a South London government hous-

Wild” and “White Fang,” among others.
“Kingsman” checks several other famous
names in adventure fiction also, including
a certain Mr. Bond, whose spirit London is
certainly channeling.)

As it happens, London is Eggsy’s uncle.
Eggsy and his mother, Sharon, think Jack
is a police investigator of credit-card theft.
Nevertheless, they’re aware his ID is a get-
out-jail-free card, so when Eggsy gets into
trouble — again — Sharon calls Uncle Jack
to get him out of the pokey.

It is here we see the dysfunctional fam-
ily dynamic in play. Jack is a disapproving,
personal-responsibility-believing stiff-neck,

as a Kingsman.

while Sharon is a blame-everyone-else, ir-
responsible layabout. Eggsy, of course, is
the football they (figuratively) kick back and
forth. The argument they have here is clear-
ly one they’ve had many times.

But something changes this time. It
dawns on Jack that his aloof approach
to Eggsy — essentially a relationship by
Christmas card — is partly to blame for the
lad’s rootlessness. And he decides to change
things — dramatically.

Here the movie and book intertwine,
as Jack enrolls Eggsy in, essentially, spy
school. “This is your home for the next
three years,” Jack says as he drops Eggsy

_ . off at the training complex in

*| Gosport. “It’s not like a film or a
television show, where someone
gets drafted and immediately
knows everything. We’re going

to teach you how to shoot
properly, how to fly planes,
how to do stunts in any kind
of car and bring a woman to
orgasm every single time.”

“Every bugger thinks
they’re good in bed,”
chimes in Training Officer
Rupert Greaves, the “Q” of
the book, “but we’re going
to cover the next six months
on the second G-spot alone.”
Greaves and Jack mention
some other subjects: medi-
cine, physics, Dballistics,
languages, kung fu, botany,
boxing.

0Oddly, Eggsy has some
advantages over his posh
classmates arising from his

don, the same as the author of “The Call of the

Marvel Entertainment photos

Eggsy, a former working-class
wastrel, enjoys his new look

deprived childhood. He’s knowledgeable and in-
stinctively good at anything resembling the video
games he has played obsessively, including fire-
arms, piloting aircraft, observation, surveillance
and, of course, grand theft auto. Also, he’s pretty
good at street-fighting. “The Eton Boxing Club,”
observes Greaves, “hardly compares to fighting
the local police every night.” So Eggsy’s at the top
in his class in those areas, which is a good thing,
because it’s the only thing keeping him from wash-
ing out. He’s at the bottom of his school class in all
those areas that have to do with socio-economic
class. Not only does Eggsy not know which wine to
choose at dinner, but his conversational skills are
minimal, his choice of clothes thuggish and his un-
derstanding of women nonexistent.

That makes for a lot of funny fish-out-of-water
scenes, but Millar doesn’t settle for cheap laughs.
Eggsy’s ignorance — and his awareness of it —
quickly segues into pathos. Eggsy’s humiliation is
pretty familiar turf for anyone who’s ever felt inad-
equate or laughed at for being out of step with the in
crowd ... which is pretty much all of us.

0ddly, the villain of the piece shares some of
Eggsy’s faults. Unlike the movie’s villain, Rich-
mond Valentine (a lisping Samuel L. Jackson), the
graphic novel’s bad guy is, as described by Uncle
Jack, a tech savant who “is a billionaire by 22, but

still an enormous social reject.” And one of his
personality flaws is an inability to relate properly to
his girlfriend. But, unlike Eggsy, he is far from sym-
pathetic, because his master plan — involving the
deaths of S billion people — is monstrous.

Cheap laughs come into play here, too, as our
tech guru is forever bestowing on his henchmen
nicknames they hate — and is completely unaware
of their discomfiture. He calls the guy with the
prosthetic legs “Gazelle,” for example, and labels
the guy with the eye patch “Cyclops.” In fact, Ga-
zelle calls him on it, saying it’s “insensitive” and
“making fun of a guy’s disability.”

Gazelle, by the way, is one of the few characters
who makes the transition to the movie, albeit with
the wit removed and his sex changed. So the film is
not going to be a bit like the graphic novel, outside
of the broad strokes of a working-class lad learning
to be a super-spy and being challenged by a Bond-
style supervillain.

Which you may or may not enjoy. But the graph-
ic novel is certain to leave you shaken, and/or
stirred.

Top left: Colin Firth and Taron Egerlon, right, star
in “Kingsman: The Secret Service.”
207H Century Fox/AP
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By Bos Strauss
Daily News

‘ ‘ ingsman: The Secret Service” is
a fond tribute to British gentle-
man spy shows of the 1960s, a
satiric send-up of James Bond,
television’s “The Avengers” and the like, and a
sometimes ultraviolent update of the durable
subgenre.
It’s also the movie debut of Taron Egerton,
a 25-year-old Welsh actor whose working-
class-delinquent character, Gary “Eggsy”
Unwin, is mentored by the Kingsman
organization’s ultra-suave and effective
operative Harry “Galahad” Hart (Colin
Firth).
“I was very, very lucky,” Egerton says.
“It transformed my life, really, in a really
brilliant way. I've had an extraordinary set
of experiences making this film, and as a
result of it. It’s been wonderful.”
“Kingsman” was conceived when director
Matthew Vaughn approached comic book writ-
er Mark Millar with the idea on the set of his pre-
vious adaptation of one of Millar’s graphic novels,
“Kick-Ass.” Vaughn and screenwriter Jane Gold-
man worked out movie ideas while Millar and art-
ist Dave Gibbons (“Watchmen”) created the book.
Along with Egerton and Oscar-winner Firth,
the movie features Samuel L. Jackson as the meg-
alomaniacal cyber-billionaire named Valentine;
dancer Sofia Boutella as Gazelle, his murderous
henchwoman equipped with blades for legs; “Ip-
cress File” alum Michael Caine as the Kingsman
organization’s snobby leader Arthur; and “The Imi-
tation Game’s” Mark Strong as Merlin, the indepen-
dent spy outfit’s top trainer and gadget guru.
Egerton indeed had to undergo extensive train-
ing to fit in with the multigenerational cast of British
screen agents.
“There was an enormous amount, and I had a
relatively short time to do it because of how late in
the process I was cast,” says the actor who nearly
drowns, skydives and parkours in the movie along
with the expected guns, blades and fists business.
“There was martial arts training, fight choreogra-
phy, physical training to get myself in shape, weapons
training. There really was a lot to be able to take part

Harry “Galahad” Hart (Colin Firth, left), an impeccably suave spy,
helps Eggsy (Taron Egerton, right) turn his life around by trying out

for a position with a top-secret i
in “Kingsman: The Secret Service.”

Espionage chic: ‘Kingsman’
collection based on spy film

‘Kingsman’ star Egerton
. joins British spy ranks

in the percentage of the stunt
work Matthew wanted me to be
involved in. The fighting that
Colin and I did was everything
aside from what the insurance
wouldn’t allow us to do.

“You see a lot more of the
actors performing stunts than
1 believe is usual unless you're
Tom Cruise,” Egerton notes.

Egerton’s climactic con-
frontation with Gazelle is

'] among the most astonishing of

1 was “Kingsman’s” over-the-top ac-
tion sequences.

very, very “Sofia wore fluorescent

Iucky. It green socks that came up to

transformed her knees,” Egerton says of
how his co-star had to be at-

my |If61 tired in order to appear to have
really, in prosthetic legs.

“While we were making the
a I:e_a"y film, I just couldn’t understand
brilliant how the balance would work
way. y with the CGI, how that would

match having metal lower
Taron Egerton legs. But it worked so good.
on being cast in  We would fight and they would
his debut film, make allowances to cut the
“Kingsman: The legs off, and where they were
Secret Service” extendable in the world of the
film. I essentially just defend-

ed against her shins.”
As for the gentleman part of Egerton’s education,
the Kingsman agents’ bespoke suits (bulletproof, of
course) and perfectly lethal accessories played their
part. But nothing does the job like a living, breathing
example of English manners at their finest, personi-

fied by Firth.

“I really wasn’t sure what to expect; I was very fa-
miliar with Colin’s work, but I hadn’t seen much of
him in interviews,” Egerton explains. “I think you
can be forgiven for thinking, if having watched ‘The
King’s Speech’ or ‘A Single Man,’ that he’s not the
most chatty chap. I realized immediately that that
was a total misconception on my part. Colin is friend-
ly and warm and caring in the extreme. I don’t want
to seem presumptuous, but I think it’s safe to say that
we really hit it off.”

By Jessica Moazamr
Chicago Tribune

uys, it’s time to keep
calm, carry on and suit
up.
Online men’s retailer
MR PORTER has launched a
new 60-piece menswear collec-
tion based on the feature film
“Kingsman: The Secret Service.”
The film stars Colin Firth and
Michael Caine as sharply dressed
international spies.

Created exclusively for MR
PORTER, the collection features
clothing and accessories from
the film. Its costume designer,
Arianne Phillips, created the
wardrobe, including razor-sharp
double-breasted pinstripe suits, a
gray wool military V-neck sweat-
er with suede shoulder details
and a midnight navy velvet smok-
ing jacket, all produced for MR

PORTER by Cheshire Bespoke
tailoring. Phillips also picked
classic British menswear brands
to partner with for the accesso-
ries, including Cutler and Gross
eyewear, pocket squares from
Drake’s, Mackintosh outerwear
and Turnbull & Asser shirting.

A handmade bridle-leather at-
tache case from Swaine Adeney
Brigg rounds out the collection.
Inspired by Savile Row tailor-
ing, the wardrobe from the film
echoes the renewed appreciation
of the classic British gentleman’s
attire.

The Kingsman collection is
available at MRPORTER.com.
with prices from $95 to $2,495.

The 60-year-old Italian linge-
rie brand La Perla, traditionally
known for its elegant women’s
lingerie, is launching its first full
menswear collection. La Perla de-
signer Emiliano Rinaldi has cre-

ated a mix-and-match collection
of luxe loungewear and beach-
wear with a male point of view.

The sporty beachwear collec-
tion includes surf shorts embla-
zoned with sea creature prints,
long-sleeve mesh polos and
mesh tanks. The relaxed lounge-
wear collection in mostly natu-
ral shades includes karate-style
robes in graphic red or black
gingham that can be layered over
cashmere T-shirts, nightshirts,
long johns or billowing pajama
bottoms.

A small group of casual shoes
completes the collection, includ-
ing woven two-tone leather slip-
on sneakers, iridescent fabric
biker boots and woven leather
sandals.

The men’s collection starts at
$500 and is available this month
at La Perla boutiques nationwide
and at laperla.com.

Clockwise from top left: MR
PORTER single-breasted
brushed-wool checked blazer;
La Perla mesh polo and

swim trunks; La Perla slip-on
leather sneaker; MR PORTER
velvet smoking jacket

La PerLa/TNS
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What do 500 dates feel like?

Humorist Mark Miller shares highlights, lowlights of post-divorce dating life

By LEANNE ITALIE
The Associated Press

ark Miller has survived nearly
20 years of online dating since
his 1995 divorce, yet he still
has a smile on his face.

There’s much to hate about the process,
the Los Angeles-based humorist said in a
recent interview, but he refuses to despair
as he continues his hunt for true love. One
thing that DOES bum him out, though, is
how so much dating advice seems skewed
to women.

That’s why he decided to share his quest
for ever after in a collection of essays called
“S00 Dates,” in time for that ultimate date
night, Valentine’s Day.

Miller, 62, isn’t shy about poking fun at
himself. He describes a dating disaster
with accoutrement he purchased entirely
from a 99-cent store. He’s had sex way
too soon after meeting someone, given up
prematurely on relationships, stayed in re-
lationships beyond their expiration dates

and coveted his
neighbor’s wife.

Conversely, one
date showed up in
her forest ranger
uniform.  Another
admitted she was
15 years older than
advertised in her
dating profile, and a
third made it clear
that she found dating
so soul-draining that
he was her last-ditch
attempt before she packed it in forever. It
didn’t work out.

A conversation with Mark Miller about
finding love online:

So how many dates are you up to now?

The 500 in the title is underestimating it.
It would probably be closer to 750 if I was
going to be honest about it. During that
time I've found maybe seven fairy-tale end-
ings that ranged from seven months to four
years. I'm still looking.

How has happily ever after changed in
the 21st century? You have a chapter where
you write: “And they lived apart happily
ever after is the new fairy tale ending.”

1 think that absence does make the heart
grow fonder in many ways. I've spoken to
a lot of people who date regularly and only
see each other once a week. It's become
more special, more date-like to them. There
is such a thing as living together happily
ever after but it doesn’t happen for a lot of
people, especially in this day and age.

Do men suffer from a lack of dating ad-
vice?

I think men are less prone to asking for
that advice. They have more of an ‘I can do
it myself,” more of a macho thing going on,
whereas women are more open. If you do a
search for dating books you’ll find most of
them are written either by women or for
‘women. I think there was a void for men in
that regard.

What was your worst date?

‘When I showed up and the woman didn’t

show up. The next day I called her up and
she said she didn’t feel like it, so she didn’t.
That’s the ultimate worst date, when the
woman doesn’t show up, or when she shows
up and she insults you.

You write about how the first date
shouldn’t be about romance. What should
it be about?

The first date should be about connection,
establishing some common ground and
making sure your personalities are in sync.
It’s a mistake not to establish the friendship
first.

‘What’s your best advice for men who are
jumping into the online dating pool for the
first time?

I would say not to get discouraged too
quickly. I've spoken to a lot of men who have
had one or two or three bad experiences and
as a result it turned them off to online dat-
ing. Develop a sense of reality and optimism
and understand that things not working out
is the norm so it will make you appreciate it

Among Thieves

John Clarkson

James Beck runs an off-the-
grid saloon in a “ramshackle
building” in Brooklyn, N.Y. Beck
has assembled a far-flung crew
of ex-cons, many of whom he met
while in prison before his convic-
tion for first-degree manslaughter
was overturned.

Beck’s friend Manny Guzman
makes business personal when
he wants to avenge his cousin Ol-
ivia Sanchez. Sanchez was a com-
pliance officer at a Wall Street
investment fund before she was
attacked by Alan Crane, an out-
of-control trader who broke her
fingers and had her blackballed
from the financial industry. San-
chez says that she was trying
to make sure that Crane wasn’t
breaking any laws.

Beck plans to get justice for
Sanchez while keeping himself
and his crew as invisible as pos-
sible. But he makes a formidable
enemy in Leonid Markov, a vio-
lent Russian arms dealer who is
Crane’s main client and who may
have a link to the U.S. military.

John Clarkson’s strong story-
telling in “Among Thieves,” cou-
pled with his affinity for complex
characters, makes Beck and his
crew worth rooting for

— Oline H. Cogdill/AP

lost
&
found

brooke davis

Lost & Found

Brooke Davis

Brooke Davis’ debut novel,
“Lost & Found,” begins with 7-
year-old Millie Bird, who has
recently lost her father, being
abandoned by her grieving moth-
er in a department store. Millie
befriends Karl the Touch Typist,
a widower on the lam from his
nursing home, and Agatha Pan-
tha, an 82-year-old widow who
hasn’t spoken to anyone in the
seven years since her husband’s
death, and the three set off to find
Millie’s mother.

The story is told through these
three voices in alternating sec-
tions, which at times serves to
strengthen the characters’ con-
nection and at others makes the
narrative feel choppy and dis-
jointed. No sooner are we into
one character’s head than Davis
moves to a different voice, and
perhaps this is meant to lend
support to the novel’s themes of
loss and separation. The emotion
threaded through Davis’ story of
loss and grief and hope is real.
Davis’ writing is strongest with
Millie, in the way she makes sense
of her father’s death and the way
she weighs that loss against her
mother’s actions. It is Millie who
kept me reading.

— Michelle Scheraga/AP
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Crash & Burn

Lisa Gardner

Lisa Gardner delivers another
emotional thriller with her latest-
novel, “Crash & Burn.”

Nicky Frank survives a horren-
dous car crash. When the authori-
ties arrive and she’s being taken
away in an ambulance, Frank
begs the medics and police of-
ficers to find her daughter, Vero.
Authorities begin to question her
story when a tracking dog can find
no evidence of anyone else being
in the car at the time.

Then her husband tells them
the couple doesn’t have a daugh-
ter and Frank has created the
memory due to a rare brain in-
jury she sustained after falling
down some stairs months earlier.
Her illness is called post concus-
sive syndrome, and her delusions
seem to be getting worse.

As the police dig further into
Frank’s life, they realize the cou-
ple’s stories don’t add up. The car
crash might have been deliberate,
and Nicky has had an unlikely
number of accidents. Who is tell-
ing the truth, and what is the lie?

Just when the reader figures
out what’s going on, Gardner
takes that revelation and turns it
into a surprise or shock.

— Jeff Ayers/AP

Holy Cow

David Duchovny

The actor known for playing
Fox Mulder on the TV series “The
X-Files” and Hank Moody on the
show “Californication” shows his
comic side with “Holy Cow,” a
tale of Elsie the cow.

Elsie enjoys life on the farm,
and her day consists of being
milked, eating and gossiping with
the other cows out in the field.
One day she and a fellow bovine
realize they have developed an in-
terest in the bulls, and they hatch
an idea to visit the bulls when the
farmer leaves the gate open after
amilking.

That evening the two of them
head over to the bulls. Elsie’s cu-
riosity takes her toward the farm-
house, and there she witnesses
on the Box God images of what
happens to cows that involves
people eating them. Trauma-
tized, she starts to dream about
how to avoid a similar fate. When
she learns that cows are revered
in India, she begins to concoct a
plan to travel there. Elsie, a tur-
key named Tom and a pig named
Jerry plot an escape.

“Holy Cow” is silly and fun
from the opening page, but it
would be even more amusing if
read aloud.

— Jeff Ayers/AP

ANITA DIAMANT
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The Boston Girl

Anita Diamant

Bestselling author Anita Dia-
mant is back with her fifth novel,
“The Boston Girl,” a coming-
of-age story narrated by Addie
Baum.

At age 85, Baum is telling the
story of her life to her 22-year-old
granddaughter, who has asked
her: “How did you get to be the
woman you are today?” Divided
into years and presented in an
oral-history style, Baum’s tale be-
gins in the early 1900s when her
Jewish Russian immigrant par-
ents settle in Boston.

Her parents mistrust their
new modern country and stub-
bornly cling to their old tradi-
tions. But Baum, the youngest of
three daughters, and the only one
born in America, is determined to
make a life of her own, including
finishing high school and dream-
ing of college and a career.

Baum’s account of her day-to-
day life is an exploration of the
immigrant experience, love, mar-
riage and friendship, plus many
significant world events, includ-
ing World Wars I and II, civil
rights and the sexual revolution.
Through it all, family and friend-
ship remain resilient.

— Celeste Williams
Fort Worth Star-Telegram



Saturday, February 14, 2015

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Pace 19

TELEVISION

[‘Empire’]
is from
the black
experience
and speaks
to it.”

— Carole Bell,
professor at
Northeastern University

Clockwise from left,
Bryshere Gray, Trai
Byers, Jussie Smollett,
Terrence Howard and
Taraji P. Henson are
among the stars of

the series “Empire.”

It airs Saturdays on
AFN-Spectrum.

FOX

Authenticity of black experience
brings huge success for ‘Empire’

By VERNE GAY
Newsday

ack in 1980, network TV had a eureka mo-

ment. “Roots: The Next Generations” had

aired the year before on ABC, and, like its

prequel, “Roots,” very nearly broke Nielsen,
ergo: America was clearly ready for a drama that ex-
plored African-American life. “Roots” creator Alex
Haley was called in, and so was Norman Lear — among
TV’s most successful producers — and “Palmerstown,
U.S.A.” was born.

While a very young Michael J. Fox was cast as a
member of a white family, the focus here was to be on
the black one: Haley wanted to get right down to his
own roots, and reveal how he had grown up in the De-
pression-era South. Jonelle Allen (who would go on to
star on “Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman”) and Bill Duke
were cast, the CBS show launched and... was gone by
the next year. America apparently wasn’t ready after
all.

Series come and most go — that’s TV — but family
dramas with predominantly black casts have almost
never come to the Big Four networks at all, or at least
until Fox’s “Empire” — the most successful network
drama of the season — launched.

African-American sitcoms, of course, have been
commonplace. (UPN once programmed its entire

network around them.) Dramas with black leads, too,
including a pair of hits on ABC right now (“Scandal,”
“How to Get Away with Murder”). Otherwise, black
dramas that explore black life, embrace black culture
and offer what might otherwise be called an authentic
portrait of what it’s like to be African-American right
now head to cable... or nowhere.

Until “Empire,” that is.

The story of “Empire’s” success may be many
things (notwithstanding perfect network timing), but
it’s indisputably this: a shrewd re-calibration of one of
network TV’s oldest tropes, the primetime soap, and
a full embrace of black music, fashion, language, cul-
ture and aspiration.

Yes, “Empire” is conspicuously the “Black Dynas-
ty,” as it’s been dubbed, but it’s much more than that.

“There’s a perceived authenticity and cultural spec-
ificity — it is an African-American show, very much
so,” says Carole Bell, professor of communications
studies at Northeastern University, and author of the
forthcoming “The Politics of Interracial Romance in
American Film.”

Bell says the show — about a thuggish record com-
pany executive (Terrence Howard), his ex-wife (Tar-
aji P. Henson) and their contentious offspring — “is
from the black experience and speaks to it. One way
the show speaks to it is that both may be part of the 1
percent, but they’ve got deeply entrenched ties to all

different economic echelons, including the wife, who’s
right out of prison. They’re moving up and doing what
they have to do — they’re not people who went to Dart-
mouth and now work for a consulting firm.”

Bell says the show has also deftly navigated one cru-
cial aspect of modern black life — “code-switching, or
blending of vernacular and speaking styles of differ-
ent cultures.”

“Everyone (in the audience) can relate to what you
have to do to negotiate multiple spaces and still stay
connected to family and friends, while speaking in a
different way to operate in a world they aspire to.”

I also spoke with Eric Deggans about “Empire” —
he’s NPR’s esteemed TV critic and has written widely
on race and the media. “It’s writing to me that feels
authentic, and about the way people live race in Amer-
ica,” he says.

“‘Empire’s’ success,” he adds, “is about letting peo-
ple who are not white tell their stories and let them tell
the stories of their culture in the way they experience
them. The things they are telling me they like the most
about it comes right from their own experience.”

For TV, there are plenty of lessons from “Empire,”
but Deggans explains that foremost among those is
“what others have always said, which is when you
make TV that looks like the world we live in, then you
can find success.”
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Chinese tech sensation comes to US

By BRANDON BAILEY
AND MICHAEL LIEDTKE
The Associated Press
SAN FRANCISCO — Xiaomi,
one of China’s hottest companies,
is bnngmg its blend of cheap yet

‘We don’t have customers or users. They
prefer to be addressed (as) fans.”?

Hugo Barra
Xiaomi

y and crowd-

pleasing antics to the U.S.

Although its smartphones won’t
be available here anytime soon,
Xiaomi unveiled plans Thursday
to test the U.S. market by selling
inexpensive headphones and other
accessories online. It plans to hew
to the Internet-driven, customer-
friendly model that has helped
turn the company into a major
player in mobile computing just
five years after its founding.

Xiaomi — pronounced schow-
mee — has made a name in China
by selling sleek gadgets at rela-
tively low prices, using online
sales and social media to keep
marketing and distribution costs
low. Some analysts have hailed the
company as the Chinese equiva-
lent of Apple, in part because of its
intensely loyal fans.

There are some significant dif-

ferences between the two com-
panies’ approach, though. While
Apple tends to keep its future
product plans secret, Xiaomi has
invited customers to nosh on pop-
corn at company parties, chat on
Xiaomi’s online forums and re-
view or make suggestions for new
features, which Xiaomi frequently
builds into its weekly software
updates.

“We don’t have customers or
users. They prefer to be addressed
(as) fans,” said Hugo Barra, who
defected from his job overseeing
Google’s Android products in 2013
to help plot Xiaomi’s expansion
outside China.

Barra was joined Thursday by
Bin Lin, Xiaomi’s co-founder and
president, at the company’s first
major press event in the United

States.

In an interview with The Asso-
ciated Press, Barra described the
U.S. website as “an experimental
launch” that will help the com-
pany raise awareness in the U.S.,
which in turn would help its pro-
file in other countries. He said the
company also is hoping to get the
kind of feedback and ideas from
U.S. consumers that the company
gathers in China.

Xiaomi has emerged as a mo-
bile-computing sensation with a
line of smartphones sold in China,
India and six other countries
‘where much of the population still
lacks Internet access. The com-
pany plans to expand into Brazil
later this year. The phones offer a
smattering of the sleek technology
featured in fancier devices made

by Apple and Samsung, but they
sell at much lower prices, ranging
from about $95 to $280. In com-
parison, an iPhone 6 starts at $650
without subsidies for signing two-
year contracts.

While the iPhone still domi-
nates the smaller luxury segment
of China’s market, Xiaomi’s de-
vices are being snapped up by the
masses almost as quickly as the
company starts accepting online
orders. Xiaomi sold about 61 mil-
lion phones last year, more than
tripling its 2013 volume, Lin said.

Feb. 12, 2015
Dow Jones 110.24
industrials 17.972.38
Nasdaq 56.43
composite 4,857.61
Standard & 19.95
Poor’s 500 2,088.48
Russell 14.71
2000 1,216.27

Military rates
Euro costs (Feb. 16)

g
available to customers at military banking
facilities in the country of issuance

for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dollars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)
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Explore STARS%%:&?STR' PES new feature section: Vietnam at 50.

With contributions from the men and women who were there, as well as voices from experts and our readers,

we take a look back at the Vietnam War and the cultural changes that surrounded it. How the war was prosecuted,
how it changed our military and foreign policy thinking, and how America viewed itself then and now. It’s a
radically new design for Stars and Stripes, and one you can help shape by sharing your thoughts and voices.

I I I I I I Visit online for more content and vide

o—or to shate your memories: stripes.com/vietnam50 I I I I I I
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Non Sequitur
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‘A RISING TIDE LIFTS ALL
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Candorville
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Get Fuzzy

WHY ARE WE POING

WHERE SHALL
WE EAT WHAT HE WANTED TO DO?2
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Beetle Bailey

There are ¢o many people
want to thank— Chri¢ Ryan
for my brain, Jeff Topper for
wy thighe, Chricty Higging

for my captivating eyeg. ..

BIZARRO.COM
Facebook com/ BizarroComicg

Bizarro
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2 Desire

14 Knight's 31 Hippie era, with
“The”

attendant 3 Hodgepodge |
15 Omega 4 Walking on air 32Pisces
preceder 5 Speed trap 34 Menagerie
16 Middle East gulf method 35 Locust
17 Pinnacle 6 Microwave 36 Cubic meter
18 Concise 7 Insomniac kid’s 37 Be admitted
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what Johnny 8 Make fresh stuffer
was to Frankie salmon? 391In pre-swan
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2-14 CRYPTOQUIP

RYN XMOMR KYMBVT DIIN JA

17Z7ZMCARDNAR
OVJUIKDCRY. YN'K UMAUNXANT

JOMBR YCK DNRJV YNIJVRY.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I ASSUME WHEN
A HISTORIC CAVALRY GENERAL WANTED
DESSERT, HE'D PROBABLY HAVE CUSTER CREAM
PIE.

PCRY I

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals H
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Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net
Tennis

Memphis Open
Thursday
At The Racquet Club of Memphis

lemphis, Tenn.
Purse: $659,070 (WT250)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

co und
Steve Johnson ®), Rone states def.
Dustin Brown, Germany, 4-6, 7-5, 7-6 (3)..
ia, Alexan-

-
L 7-5,
Kevin Anderson (2), South Afrlca def.
Sam Groth, Auslralla 63,

s

Treat Huey,%hilipp'mes, and Scatt Lip-
sky, United States, def. Ryan Harrison,
Unifed States, and Austin SOOI
ed States, 4:6,6:4,

iven Dodig, Croatia; and Max Mirnyi
(1), Belarus, def. John-Patrick Smitl
Australia, and Michael Venus, New Zea:
land, 6-3,'6-4.

Brazil Open
Thursday
At Ginasio do Ibirapuera

a0 Paulo

Purse: $505,655 (WT250)

Surtace; Clay-Outdoor
Singles

Second Round X
Santiago Giraldo (). Colombla, def.
carlos Berlocq, Argentina, 4-6,
Fabio_Fognini (), Italy, Gef.” Diego
Schaanzima, Argenting 6.3, 15, 6
Ln Gammn, el et Thimo de Bak-
ker, Netherlands, 7-6 (5), 3-6, 6-3.
usan Lajovic, Serbia, dev Fernando
Verdasco (7), Spain, 6-7 (6), 6-
Tone Soura, Brasit, ach Miartin Kiizan
(), Siovakia, 3-6, 6.3, 6.2.
Doubles

o

Julian Knowle, Ausma, and Marcelo
Melo (3), Brazil, def. Carlos Berlocq and
Leonardo Mayer, Argentina, 7-5, 7-6

o Sobast Cabal A Robert Far-
ah (2), Colombia, def. Nicolas Barrientos,
(blolcénzbla. and Santiago Giraldo, Colom-

ia, 62, 6-

World Tournament
Thursday
At Ahoy’ Stadium
Rotterdam, therlands
Purse: $1.81 million (WT500)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Second Round
Gilles Simon (8)‘ Fgance. def. Jeremy

asek

an Wawrinka (4), Switzerland, def.
Gunlermo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, 6-7 (2),

Milos Raonic (2), Canada, def. Simone
Bolelll. Italy, 6-3, 7 6|(:|
ul

Doubles
Quarterfinal

Jean-tulien Ror Nether\ands and

Horia Tecau (3), Romania, def. Aisam-

ul-Hag Qureshi, Pakistan, dnd Nenad Zi-
moniic, Serbia, 7-6 (3), 7

Dominic _Inglot, Eritam. ‘and_Florin
Mergea, Romania, def. Rohan Bopanna,

|nd|a 3na Daniel Nestor (4), Canada, &

Diamond Games

Thurse
At An(werpse Spnrtpalels
Antwerp, Belgium

Surface: Hard-lndoor

Dominika Clbu\kova (G)‘ Slovakia, def
Indy de Vroome, Netherlands, 63

Karolina Pliskova (8), Czech Regublic,
Beck, Germany, 6-3, 6-

def. Kristina Miadenovic, France, 6-4, 6-1.
arla Suarez Navarro (5), Spain, def.
Monica Nicul m: 6, 6-0, 6-2.

Francesca Schiavone, Italy, def
gelique Kerber (2), Germany, 6-1, 6

arbora Zahlavova Strycova, Czech
Republic, def. Alize Cornet (1), France,

“Mona Barthel, Germany, det, Eugenie
Bouchard (1), Canada, 4-6, 6-1, 6.

Anabel Mediaa Garrigues and Aranta
Parra Samtona (D), Spain, def. Klara Kou-
Kalova, Czech Republic, and Magdalena
Rybarikova, Slovakia

ophie Mestach A Alison Van
uytvanck, Belgium. e, Michaetia Kraji
Gk, Netherlants, and Monica Niculescu
(2), Romania, walkover.

College basketball

Thursday’s men’s scores

) EAST )
American International 76, Franklin
Pierce 68
Bryant 74, Fairleigh Dickinson 71
LIU Bro k\yn 63, Robert Morris 62
igh 65, American U.
Norl eastern 79, Hofslra 68
Purdue 61, Rut%
Sacred Hearl 62, Mount St. Mary’s 55
Siena 66, Mal
St. Francis (NV) 83, Wagner 66
rancis (Pa.) 74 CCSU 63
UConn 70, Tulsa 45

Chattanooga 56, Wofford 4
Cumberland (Tenn.) 67, Shawnee st.

E. Illinois 66, Austin Peay 55

ETSU 65, UNC Greensboro 62

FIU 73, Southern Miss. 71, OT

Florida Gulf Coast 65, N. Kentucky 59
Georgia Southern 65, Arkansas St. 60
Kennesaw St. 78, Jacksonvll\

Lindsey Wilson 100, Georgetown (Ky.)

Lipscomb 87, Stetson 85
Louisiana Tech 65, FAU 54
Lcu\s\a

Quinnipiac 80, Marist
St. Joseph’s (L1) &0, veshwa a4

Alabama 67, Visaourt
Arkansas St. 81, Gecrgla Southern 73
AL Peay 83, llinois
Boston College 75, Wake Forest 74
Duke 71, Virginia
Iorldasl Georgi
Fiorida Guilf Goast 75 N. Kentucky 47
Jacksonville 73, Kennesaw
Kentucky 92, Mississippi St 9 3
Kentucky St. 85, LeMoyne-Owen 72
Kentucky Wesieyan 92, Central St.
(Ohio) 7!
Llndsey Wilson 66, Georgetown (Ky.)

Louisiana Tech 73, FAU 68
Louisiana- Lafayet 68,
nroe 65, 2
ouisville 31 Clemson 49
cNeese St. 66, SE Louisiana 62

iddle Tennessee 79, Rice 61

C State 65, Georgia Tech 64

orth Carolina 71, Florida St. 63
Northwestern St.'54, Cent. Arkansas

Louisiana-

S

Plkevll\e 74, Campbellsville 71
pstate 59, North Io |d

faye
M\SSISSIDDI 62, Florida
Murr: 8, SIU- Hawardsville 46

Sout Al_abama oy e
Spring Hill 51, Tuskegee 46
t. Catharine 61, Cumberlands 57

3 ech 71, Tennessee St. 52
The Citadel 66, Samford 65

UALR 79, Appalachian St. 74

VMI 93, Furman 59

W. Carolina 58, Mercer 54

1ll.-Chicago 79, wr\ght St. 75

o 64, Michi 2, OT
Maranatha Bapnst 57 Moody Bible 56
Minnesota 64, low:

Montana 65, North Dakota. 61

SE Missouri 98, UT-Martin

South Dakota 74, Nebtaska omaha 73

cs Bakersfield 66, Texas-Pan Ameri-
cal

28%an marcos 84, McMurry

Concordia-Austin 98, U. of the Ozarks

E. Texas Baptist 88, Hardin-Simmons
83

Mary Hardin-Baylor 7, Texas-Tyler 66
North Texas 67, UAB 64
0Pl Robbrie 77, W ihmois 67
Rice 71, Middle Tennessee 68, 20T
SMU 75, Houston 69
_Texas A&M Commerce 83, Texas A&M-
Kingsville 74
exas-Arlington 70, Texas St. 61
UTEP 73, Charlotte 68
UTSA 72, Old Dominion 6
Wayland Saptist 9. Oklanoma City 71

BYU 82, Saint Mary’s (Cal) 60
Cal Poly 70, CS Northridge 63
California 68, Colorado
E. Washington 64, sacramento st. 61
z Loyola Marymoun

t. 80, N. Arizona
Montana t. 86, N. colorado 87

N. Dakota 5 ver 69 ¥l
New Mexico st. 73, Seatt
Port\and 69‘ Pepperdme 52

Weber
San Dlego obPaciic 38
San Franciscd 69, Santa Clara 62, 0T
UC Davis 75, Cal $t.
U6 2N Barbara To. Lang Beach st.

Utah 75, Stanford 59

Thursday’s women’s scores

Dominican (NV) 81 Thost (conn )61
Franklin Pierce 66, Ad Iphi 6

lona 67, St. Peter’s 6

James Madison 79, Towson 64
Merchant Marine 62, CCNY 38
Miami 85, Syracuse

Niagara 64, Siena 59, OT
Pittsburgh 53, Virginia Tech 35

World Championships

Thursda{

At Beaver Creek, Colo.
Women's Giant Slalom

Anna_Fenninger, Austria, 2:19.16

(14 898 1:10.18).
Viktoria ~Rebensburg, Germany,
2:20.56 (1:10.68-1:09.88).
" Jessica _Lindell-Vikarby, Sweden,
2:20165 (1:05.88-1:10.77).
Tin: eirather,  Liechtenstein,
22071 (13033 110.38).

Tlna Maze, Slovenia, 2:20.90 (1:10.08-

Michaela Kirchgasser, Austria,
.91 (1:09,79-1:11.12).
Kathrm Zettel,” Austria, 2:21.31
ikaela Shlffnn. United States,
63(1 10.70:1:109
9. Pietilag Hc\mner, Sweden,
"84'1110.63-1:11.21).
Sara Hector, Sweden, 2:21.96

0.
(1:10.67-1:11.29).
1 Nma Loeseth, Norway, 2:21.99

:11.61).
5 Frida Hansdotter, Sweden, 2:22.14
(1:10.69-1:11.45).

3. Tessa worley, France, 2:22.27
et 1. 38-1:10.
5 Lindsey  Vonn, United States,

33 (1:11.65-1:10.73).
5.

Adeline Baud, France, 2:22.43

69
Shawnec s 63, cumberland “(Tenn.)

outh Carolina 86, LSU 62
outhern Miss, 78, FIU 65

Bring HIll 66, Tuskegee 53

tetson 103, Lipscomb 7

ennessee 69, R

Snneseoe St 66, Tenmbcaca Tec

e Nasarent 69, Codarviie 6

a6

UNC Wil

W 65, Clieaan rothers 51
MIDWEST
Culver-Stockton 76, Central Methodist
‘Grand Valley St. 67, Lake Superior St.
57

Green Bay 61, Wright st. 45
owa 69, Nebraska
Chigan Tth 88, Hillsdale 57
oody Bible 54, Marantha Baptist 51
: Michigan e Saginaw Valley St. 48
Northwood (Mich.
outh Dakota 83, Nebras -
/alparaiso 69, Milwaukee 5
Wayne (Mich) 89, Lake Trioes
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Abilene Christian 63, Sam Houston St.

Concordia-Austin 68, U. of the Ozarks
Hardin-Simmons 84, E. Texas Baptist

Lamar 79, Houston Baptist
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St. Mary’s (Texas) 62, St. Edward's 57
Stephen F. Austin 64, Incarnate Word

Texas A&M 59, Arkansas 5
. Texas A&M Commerce 74, oxas AGM-
Kingsville 5.
a8 AR-CC 66, New Orleans 52
Texas St. 65, Texas-Arlington 58, OT
Texas-Tyler 73, Mary Hardin-Baylor 66
FAR WEST

Cs _Bakersfield 87, Texas-Pan Ameri-
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CS Northridge 70, Ca\ Poly 58
Callfomla 70, UCLA
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Hawaii 72, UC Riverside 69
Idaho 69, Portland St. 49
3509 Beach St. 68, UC Santa Barbara
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Cumberlands 75, st. Camerine u.42

(1:11.
o s DNacha3 Fanchini, Italy, 2:22.63
Wendy ' Holdener, - Switzerland,
22570 8t
. Ragnmld Mowinckel, Norway,
2:22.81 (1:
Sorminsauie. Gikin,  Switzerland,
2:22.88 (1:11.57-1:11.31).
. Manuela Moelgg, Italy, 2:22.95

21" Katarina Lavtar, Slovenia, 2:22.99

k z' Mukae'la Tommy, Canada, 2:23.09

3 Marle Michele Gagnon, Canada,
2:23.17 (1:11.54-
4. Ana Drev, Slovenia, 2:23.34 (1:11.42-

Ilka Stuhec 2:23.55

Slovenia,

26, Mancuso United States,
2:23.79 (1 11.81-

21, Maric Pler Prefontaine, Canada,
2:24.14 (1:
£y Eml Hasegawa Japan, 2:2434

1:12.49-1:11.85).
3 Candace Grawford, Canada, 2:24.45
'30._petra_Vihova, 2:25.69
2.98-1:12.71).
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34. Megan McJames, United States,
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Thursday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American Leag
HOUSTON ASTROS - Agreed to terms
with RHP Roberto Hernandez on a minor

ALS — Agreed to
terms with RHP Kelvin Herrera on a two-

s, par 72) year contr
e Beneih o EATTLE MARINERS — Agreed to
urac: Seb terms with LHP Rafael Perez on a minor
First Roun: league contra
Justin Hicks -31-64 -8p ational League
Holmes. -32-64 -8p LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Named Luis
Jnhn oal -33-65 -7p  Matos manager of Great Lakes (MWL).
-33-64-7m SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Agreed to
Brandt Shedeker -33-64-Tm  terms with 3B Casey McGehee on a one-
nry —65 70 year contract.
Chesson Hadley 34—64-7m BASK
Dudey Ha —65 -7p National Basketball Rssociation
Rod Pampling DETROIT PIS — Signed G John Lu-
t jon casliitoa ocond 10-day Contracs.
Nick Watney FOO
Pat Perez -32-66 -6p Rational Football League
Alex Prugh -34-66 -65 GREEN BAY PA — Named Tom
Max Homa -34-66 -6p  Clements assocwat head coach/of-
Vijay Singh -35-67 -55  fense, Edgar Bennett offensive coordi-
Matt Better nator, Alex Van Pelt quarterbacks/wide
Chez Reavie -34—67 5p  receivers coach, Mike Solarl assistant
Brian Stuard -35-67 -5 offensive line coach, Jerry Montgomery
Daniel Berger -34—67 5p  defensive front assistant, Ron Zook spe-
Will Wilcox cial teams coordinator and Jason Sim-
David Hearn -35-67 -5 mons asswstant specwal teams coach.
Kevin Chappell NEW ORLI INTS — Agreed to
Daniel Summerhays -35-67 5p  terms with LB Parys Haralson and PK
QlenDay M Shayne Graham on one-year contracts.
-34—67 -5 NEW YORK GIANTS — DB Terrell Thom-
MIChae' Thﬂmnsm‘ -35-68 -4p  as announced his retirement.
Jim Herma —68 -4s LOUIS RAMS — Promoted quar-
Andres Gonzales 32768 45 torbcks boach Frank Cionet 1o oNen
sung Joon Park —68 -4 sive coordinator and tight ends coach
Hunter Mahan -32—-68 -4p ras to assistant head coach/of-
Brandt Jobe —67-4m  fense.
Chad Collins -36—68 -4p
arcel Siem 3667 -4m National No:keyL
William MG -33-68 -4p L 2 0opended Bailas - Antoine
Padraig Harrington -35-68 -4p  Roussel for two games, without pay, for
Spencer 3368 45 cross-checking Boston D Adam McQuaid
Brian DﬂV'S -33-68 40 during a game on Feb. 10.
Brendon Todd ARIZONA COYOTES — Recalled D Bran-
ok °'"d5 3 don Gormley and F Jordan Martinook
Dicky Pride. from Portland (AHL) Assigned D Chris
jichael Putnam 39-69 30 Cummere to Por
Roberto Castro -34-69 3p CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — Recalled F
illy e n Hartman and D Kyle Cumiskey from
Ry 3409 3s Rockford (AHL). Reassigned F Teuvo Ter-
AexCelka frord - 3m  avainen from ROckford.
oo aflor 3o 8.3 NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Recalled D
Carlos sainz r - 3m Taylor Aronson from Milwaukee (AHL).
o iy 9 Ass\gned F Viktor Ktalberg to Milwau-
Aaron Baddeley s “VANCOUVER CANUCKS — Claimed LW
ane Lowr P Brandon McMillan off waivers from Ari-
avis Love ill —69 35 oo
ordan Spieth - OLYMPICS
roy Matteson 3669 3s USA BOBSLED — Announced the retire-
Berek Fathauer ment of Lauryn Williams, bobsledder
yan Armour Named Jim Schaus and Kevin
Billy Maytair 35760 30 whlte to the Div. | mens basketball com-
yle Stanley -
Yomy Gahey 3000, CORNELL T Named  Liz Dennison
harlic Beljan 3610 2 ST TENNESSEE STATE — Named
ory Sabbatini Scott Brunett defensive line coac
eron amith n WA med assistant footban
A rdin, =70 25 cohoh Brian Rerontz numming. oa
. rons Van Aswegen 37-70 5 Ordinator. Announced LeVar Waods will
oo 34—70 25 shift from coaching linebackers to be-
ghadetts 33770 p  come tight ends coach.
0 van pelt R SoSuspended men's assis,
ryce Molder ach Jerrance Howard
e i 3e-%0 2p for two weeke for an arrest last summer
Bohn —70 75 formariiuana possession.
Oinver Gosa CON_— Named Sam
Valshn Tayior 20 20 Valmer SoSietant tomis coath
ST. ANDfREWS — Announced lh: FES';
ignation of women’s soccer coach Ricl
ggf,‘,'gklgggg"" 3377035 Parlow to accept the same position at
Converse Colleg
Bill Lunde - -2p P
é“,,’:tﬁ‘“g’ma{‘!h 3870 2p Char\es W R et Tor conduct
Bear hamerth A “VANDERBILT — Named | Marc Mattiol
Tan poulter 36_70-1m  defensive secondary coach.
Trevor Immelman -37-71 -1s
s iEl College baseball
leat locum -36— -1s
Cameron Wilson -35-71 -1s ollege baseba
Steve Wheatcroft 3771 -1p
arlie Wi 32—
hris Stroud 3771 -1s Thursday’s scores
tuart Appleby e SOUTH
obert Garrigus -35-71 -1s b
ey Lo i Anderson (SC) 12, Limestone 3
reg Owen -37-70-1m
osh Teater 3-70-1m .
req Chalmers Eaptal AP sportlight
illy Hurley 111 36-70-1m
abian Gomez 34-72 Es
-36-72 Ep Feb. 14
Jimmy Walker -37-72 Es 1936 — Maribel Vinson wins her eighth
Dscar Frauslru -37-72 s y.s. figure skating singles championship
-34-72 EP  and Robin Lee wins his second consecu-
SamgNal Noh 37-72 S five men's fitle.
Richard Sterne -36-71 Em ar Ray Robinson wins
Alexander Levy o2k the mlddlewelghl title with a technical
P e 38-73 &b knockout in the 13th round over Jake La-
e Byrd 3= 5 Mottain Chicago.
Onathan 8 e B 3" Bl Ghambers of William &
o s h iR, Mary grabs 51 rehounds ina 106.64 vie:
ameron percy T tory over T Virginia.
Arow Lotpe £yl 1966 — Philadelphia’s Wilt Chamber-
ark Hubba -37-72 Ep 123
fovne Barber e scoring leader, passing Bob ettt 20,850
o S 30-72 B0 PIor5'— ulius Erving of the New York
teven Alker 37-72 Es  Nets scores 63 points in a 176-166 qua-
olt Knost 38-73+1s  druple overtime loss to the San Diego
en Duke 36-73+1s  Conquistadors. Erving sets an ABA r
Scott McCarron 43973415 cord by shooting 25-for-46 from the old
James Hal 7-36-73+1p  and the 342 points are an ABA recor
Chris Kirk 438—72+1m 77 — Philadelphia’s Al Hill sets a
John Rollins 438-72+1m  record for most points in an NHL debut
Ryan Pal 4-38-72+1m  with five points — two goals and three
Kevin Streelman 6-36-72+1m  assists — in a 6-4 victory over the St.
Tom Lehman 5-38—73+1s  Louis Blues.
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SPORTS BRIEFS/SKIING

Vonn unwinds after world championships

By Pat GRAHAM
The Associated Press

BEAVER CREEK, Colo.— Lindsey Vonn
traded in her ski boots for dancing shoes as
she attended a party Thursday night where
the guest of honor was none other than
herself.

A chance to unwind with her world cham-
pionships now complete since she’s skip-
ping the slalom. It’s been an exhausting two
weeks for Vonn that’s produced one medal
(bronze in the super-G), a tender right knee
(thank the bumpy course for that) and a few
tears as the pressure of wanting to do well
in front of the hometown wore on her.

“I tried my hardest,” said Vonn, who
arrived at a party in Vail, Colo., thrown
to toast not only her medal at worlds but
becoming the all-time winningest female
World Cup racer earlier this season. “Even
though I didn’t get as many medals as ev-
eryone expected me to, I'm still happy with
my performance.”

Ever since a second knee surgery kept
her out of the Sochi Games, Vonn’s been
looking forward to these world champion-
ships, treating it almost like the Olympics
she didn’t get to attend last February.

The Beaver Creek course appeared well-
suited for Vonn, too. A home-slope advan-
tage for sure.

Only, Vonn knew better. It was too twisty
and technical. Not only that, but the course
turned more and more icy and bumpy as
the days wore on, which didn’t sit well with
her right knee.

“My meniscus has taken a pretty bad
beating,” Vonn said. “It’s probably going to
be like that forever. Thankfully I don’t race
on ice very often. It should be OK rest of
season.”

This course fit the likes of Tina Maze of
Slovenia and Anna Fenninger of Austria
way better — technical skiers who made
themselves right at home on the tight ter-
rain. That’s why Vonn’s not surprised Maze
and Fenninger each have two gold medals

Marco TrovaTi/AP

Lindsey Vonn reacts at the finish line during the women’s giant slalom competition at the alpine skiing world championships on

Thursday in Beaver Creek, Colo.

and a silver so far.

“Those two can turn with the best of
them,” Vonn said. “I knew they were going
to be big contenders. This isn’t a gliders’
downhill.”

Still, Vonn insisted the hill wasn’t in her
head even if she struggled at times to find
her rhythm.

“The icy conditions were just hard for

me,” Vonn said. “I felt like in all the races, I
‘was mentally on my game. I was ready and
confident, from doing so well in the World
Cups. Mind over matter didn’t work. When
I got on the ice, it didn’t work.” Vonn’s last
race of the championships was a 14th place
finish in the giant slalom. She struggled in
the first run before finding speed in the
second, finishing 3.22 seconds behind Fen-

ninger’s winning time.

When she finished her last run, Vonn
blew kisses to the crowd. Even boyfriend
Tiger Woods smiled as he watched from
the sideline. If she had a mulligan, Vonn in-
sisted she wouldn’t have done anything dif-
ferent leading up to these championships.

“I maybe just wanted to do well too
much,” Vonn said.

Briefly

Manning meets with Elway, no decision yet

Wire reports

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — A per-
son with knowledge of the meet-
ing tells The Associated Press
that Peyton Manning huddled
with Broncos general manager
John Elway on Thursday to talk
about his future in football. No de-
cision was announced on whether
Manning would return in 2015 or
retire.

Speaking to The AP on condition
of anonymity because the meet-
ing wasn’t public, the person con-
firmed the meeting at the team’s
suburban Denver headquarters
that was first reported by the Den-
ver Post on Thursday night.

Manning has been mulling his
future since the Broncos were
bounced from the playoffs by his
old team, the Indianapolis Colts,
last month.

Elway told Manning he wanted
him back and asked him not to
make a rash decision.

In other NFL news:

m Packers coach Mike McCar-
thy made it official Thursday, an-

1 ing that he is r

his job calling plays for Aaron
Rodgers and the rest of the Green
Bay offense.

McCarthy is handing off the
play-calling duties to Tom Cle-
ments, whom he promoted from
offensive coordinator to associate
head coach. Edgar Bennett was
named offensive coordinator, while
Bennett’s responsibilities as the
wide receivers coach were given
to Alex Van Pelt, who’ll now coach
both quarterbacks and receivers.

® Browns owner  Jimmy
Haslam Wednesd.
during a S0-minute interview with
beat writers that former All-Pro
wide receiver Josh Gordon might
never play for the team again.

Last week, the NFL banished
Gordon for at least a year because
he violated its substance-abuse
policy again.

“We have the responsibility,
ownership and management, to
take great care of our players and
get the most out of them,” Haslam
said. “We spent a tremendous
amount of time on Josh — every-

body in the organization — and at
acertain point in time, an individ-
ual has got to take care of them-
selves and do what’s right, not
Jjust for themselves, and I said this
after the [Dec. 28 season finale],
but for the team, the coaches, the
people in the building, the fans.”

Source: Royals, Herrera
agree to 2-year deal

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.
— Closer Aroldis Chapman and
the Cincinnati Reds agreed to an
$8.05 million, one-year contract,
Jjust before the scheduled start of
their salary arbitration hearing.

The right-hander, who turns
27 on Feb. 28, was 0-3 with a 2.00
ERA and 36 saves in 38 chances
last year in his fifth season with
the Reds. He struck out 106 in 54
innings and led the majors with
an average of 17.67 strikeouts per
nine innings. According to fan-
graphs.com, he was first in aver-
age fastball speed at 100.2 mph.

In other MLB news:

® The Royals and reliever Kel-

vin Herrera have agreed on a
$4.15 million, two-year deal that
avoids arbitration, a person fa-
miliar with the negotiations told
The Associated Press.

The person spoke on condition
of anonymity Thursday because
the deal will not be completed
until Herrera passes a physical.

® Aperson familiar with the ne-
gotiations says Rickie Weeks and
the Seattle Mariners have agreed
to a $2 million, one-year contract.

Weeks can earn another $2 mil-
lion in performance bonuses plus
additional award bonuses.

Surgery ‘very likely’ for
Knicks’ Anthony

Carmelo Anthony’s regular
season probably is over, but he
still plans to play one more time
— Sunday’s All-Star Game at the
Garden.

Anthony said in an interview
with ESPN Radio on Thursday
that “it’s very likely” he will shut
it down after the All-Star Game
and have surgery on his left knee.

In the same interview, Anthony
said he will play Sunday “even if
it’s a few minutes.”

In other NBA news:

® Chicago Bulls guard Jimmy
Butler plans to play in the NBA
All-Star game, but has dropped
out of the skills challenge because
of a strained right shoulder.

Agent Happy Walters says But-
ler expects to play in the game
on Sunday. A first-time All-Star,
Butler is averaging 20.4 points
and 5.8 rebounds.

Attorney: Suspended
Tennessee DB indicted

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — The at-
torney for suspended Tennessee
defensive back Michael Williams
says his client has been indicted,
nearly three months after he was
identified as a subject of a rape
investigation.

David Eldridge said Williams
had turned himself in and was
released on $40,000 bond. El-
dridge issued a statement saying
Williams “is innocent of these
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Pittsburgh left wing David Perron scores on Ottawa goalie Robin Lehner during the shootout of
Thursday’s game in Ottawa, Ontario. Pittsburgh won 5-4.

Roundup

Senators rally, fall short
in shootout loss to Pens

The Associated Press

OTTAWA — The only thing
Sidney Crosby liked about this
one was the final score.

David Perron scored the shoot-
out winner to lift the Pittsburgh
Penguins to a 5-4 victory over
the Ottawa Senators on Thursday
night. Crosby, with two goals, Kris
Letang and Evgeni Malkin also
scored for the Penguins, while
Thomas Greiss made 29 saves.

It was a struggle for the Pen-
guins, though. They blew a 3-0
lead and needed Perron to beat
goaltender Robin Lehner in the
shootout to get both points.

“I don’t think it started right in
the third,” Crosby said of Pitts-
burgh’s slippage. “I thought the
second we weren’t great as well.
1 think we had one shot in the sec-
ond period. We didn’t really set
ourselves up for a good third.”

And they didn’t get one.

Down 3-0 to start the third
period, the Senators made an
impressive comeback to tie the
game 4-4 late in the period. Mika
Zibanejad, Mike Hoffman Mark
Stone and Kyle Turris scored for
the Senators, playing their first of
a five-game homestand. Lehner,
making his career-high seventh
consecutive start, stopped 25
shots.

After struggling to beat Gre-
iss, Zibanejad got Ottawa on the
board after taking a nifty pass
from Bobby Ryan.

Ryan picked up his second as-
sist of the night as he and Hoff-
man worked a give-and-go,
culminating with Hoffman’s 18th
of the season.

Crosby regained the two-goal
lead for the Penguins as he spot-

ted aloose puck between Lehner’s
legs and pushed it in.

But Ottawa went on to score
goals 13 seconds apart to tie the
game. Stone took a pass from
Turris in close to beat Greiss,
then Turris scored through Gre-
iss’ pads to make it 4-4.

Blues 6, Lightning 3: Alex-
ander Steen had a goal and two
assists to help coach Ken Hitch-
cock move into sole possession
of fourth place on the NHL wins
list in host St. Louis victory over
Tampa Bay.

Hitchcock’s 693rd regular-
season win broke a tie with Dick
Irvin. The Blues coach only trails
Joel Quenneville (739), Al Ar-
bour (782) and Scotty Bowman
(1,249).

Islanders 3, Maple Leafs 2:
Anders Lee scored two goals, in-
cluding the tiebreaker in the sec-
ond period, and Jaroslav Halak
made 32 saves for his 30th win of
the season.

Lee scored in each of the first
two periods, and Casey Cizikas
added a goal for the Metropolitan
Division-leading Islanders, who
have won three straight and four
of five.

Ducks 2, Hurricanes 1: Matt
Beleskey had the go-ahead goal
and an assist and visiting Ana-
heim snapped a three-game los-
ing streak.

Francois Beauchemin and Be-
leskey scored 2:52 apart in the
second period to help the Pacific
Division leaders improve to 24-0-
7 in one-goal games.

Oilers 4, Canadiens 3 (OT):
Anton Lander scored at 1:47
of overtime to lift visiting
Edmonton.

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins’ second

goal of the game tied it with 25
seconds left in regulation while
Edmonton was playing with an
extra attacker.

lators 3, Jets 1: Rookie
Filip Forsberg set a franchise
record with his 19th goal this
season and also had an assist and
host Nashville earned its fourth
straight win.

Forsberg topped the mark pre-
viously held by Alexander Radu-
lov in 2006-07 with a power-play
goal that put Nashville up 2-1 in
the second period.

Wild 2, Panthers 1: Jason Po-
minville and Zach Parise each
scored on assists from Mikko
Koivu, and Devan Dubnyk made
26 saves. Host Minnesita im-
proved to 9-1-2 in their past 12
games, all with Dubnyk in net.

Nick Bjugstad scored in his
return home, but goalie Roberto
Luongo fell to 3-10-2 in his career
at Xcel Energy Center as the Pan-
thers started a stretch of seven
out of eight games on the road.

3:Kevin
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of 5 Minnesta
oali —Flonda Luon?o 20-14-9 (23
ey saves). Minnesota, Dubnyk 18-
63 (27-26).
A—19,055 (17,954). T—2:33.

Rangers 6, Avalanche 3
Rangers

3¢

irst Period—1, N. X Rangers, Boyie &
(Hayes Mchna‘?h

N.Y. Rangers, Hayes
9, o o colorado andeskog 11(M|tch-
ell,"Mackinn: ngers,
Zuccarelio 11 (Nash Brassard), 16:0;
Third Period—5, Colorado, Iﬂnla 17
éM .Talbot), 543 6, Color do

8:59 (en-pp).

of 1; Carolma 1 0(3 o 6

3
Hayes had a goal and two assists
and visiting New York survived a
third-period rally.

Rick Nash scored his NHL-
leading 34th goal and Cam Talbot
stopped 26 shots for New York.

Kings 5, Flames 3: Tyler Tof-
foli scored in all three periods for
his first NHL hat trick, Dwight
King and Jordan Nolan broke
open a tie game with third-period
goals.

Mason Raymond had two goals
and David Jones also scored for
the visiting Flames, who had won
their three previous meetings
this season with the defending
Stanley Cup champions — all by
one-goal margins.

Gibson
shots-35 saves). carolma Ward 13154
(17-15).
A—11,991 (18,680). T—2:22.

Oilers 4, Canadiens 3 (OT)
Edmonloln é —4
First Perion;— ) Monlreal Thomas 1

Montreal, Gal-
chomyor 16 ot Plokanesy 1063,
Edmonton, Hendricks 7 (Petry, Ference),
:04. 4, Edmonton, Nugent-Hopkins 13
(iEberle), 14:0
Third Period—s; Montreal, Pacioretty
25 (Subban, Markov), 9 Edmonton,
Nuggnt opKing 14 Kiefbom. PurceiD,

rtime—7, Edmonton‘ Lander 3
(Klefbom Vakupo ), 1:47.

Shots on Goal—Edmonton 11-9-15-3—
38. Montreal 9-11-5-1—26.

YzRange s 13-10-

Power-play oppos
ersl of.2: Colorado 0 of
%ers, C.Talbot 7-5-2
(29 sl hots %6 saves). Colorado, Varlamov
14-14-7 (30-25).
A—17,378 (18,007). T—2:31.

Calgan
Los Angeles 1
First Period—1, Los Angeles, Taffoh 16

(Carter)

—2, Calgary, D.Jones 10
(Brodle wmeman).aos pp).
Raymond 10 (Stajan, Wideman! 3
LSSAAngeles, Toffoli 17 (Muzzin, Carter),

ird Period—5, Los Angeles, King 9
P A e T oo
{85 oty 44, 7. [0 Angeles, Tof-
foli 18 (King, McNabb), algary,

ymond 1T (Gaudre

ota on Go.

% algary 6-48—18. Los
Ange\es L1

0 of 3; Montreal 0 of 3.
oalies—Edmonton, Fasth 6-14-2 (26
shots.23 saves). Montreal, Tokarski 5-4-
2(38-34).
A—21,286 (21,273). T—2:33.

algary 1

2 ,230'( sua) T-2:32.
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By GREG BEACHAM
The Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif.
hen Frederik Andersen first start-
ed playing hockey in Denmark,
he had a wicked temper. He shat-
tered sticks, screamed and threw

things — and that was just after allowing a bad
goal in practice.

“I kind of grew out of that, but I was pretty
fiery,” Andersen said in his usual calm mono-
tone. “I'm just a really bad loser. I still have
that. It still happens sometimes.”

Such tales are barely believable these days
to anybody who has met the soft-spoken, red-
haired goalie on an incredible career path
with the Anaheim Ducks.

Just over a year after his NHL debut, An-
dersen is a prolific winner for the powerful
Ducks. He won 49 of his first 66 starts in Ana-
heim, piling up victories at a rate unmatched
by a young goalie since Bill Durnan, Montre-
al’s four-time Vezina Trophy winner from the
1940s.

Sure, the Ducks are an elite team, yet more
than half of their wins have been by one goal.
The NHL’s first and only Danish-born goalie

Frederik the Great?

Anaheim’s Andersen making mark in goal

has calmly kept Anaheim on top of the league
standings while the club employed a carousel
of defensemen over its first S0 games.

Nothing seems to rattle Andersen — not
now that he has his temper under control and
his focus on a Stanley Cup.

“He’s the best puck-handling goalie I've
ever played with, and he wants to be a part of
the team’s defense,” defenseman Ben Lovejoy
said. “He’s a pleasure to play in front of.”

Andersen has seized the job from three for-
midable contenders: Jonas Hiller, who had
been the Ducks’ starting goalie since 2008,
capable backup Viktor Fasth, and rookie John
Gibson, the touted prospect who made an im-
pressive NHL debut late last season.

A year after Andersen mostly sat and
watched Hiller, he is firmly in charge of the
Ducks’ crease. Hiller signed with Calgary as
a free agent last summer, and Gibson is in the
AHL after a lengthy injury absence allowed
Andersen to consolidate his role.

After Gibson got hurt, Andersen made 20
consecutive starts in a streak ending in mid-
D ber. He wel d the work, reckoni
he will have to make a similar stretch of starts
if the Ducks make the deep playoff run they’re
anticipating.

Ducks goaltender Frederik Andersen, right,
keeps an eye on the puck as teammate Hampus
Lindholm, left, battles with the Hurricanes’ Eric
Staal on Feb. 3 in Anaheim, Calif.

Kevin SutLivan, THE ORANGE CounTy ReGISTER/AP
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Mark J. TerrILL/AP

Ducks center Ryan Getzlaf, left, and goalie Frederik Andersen
celebrate the overtime victory over the Hurricanes.
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Rick Bowmer/AP

Utah forward Jordan Loveridge (21)
goes to the basket as Stanford forward
Michael Humphrey, rear, defends on
Thursday in Salt Lake City.

No. 11 Utah
fends off
Stanford

By KAREEM COPELAND
The Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — Utah coach Larry
Krystkowiak was watching a college game
Wednesday when his teenage son Cam
pointed out the empty stands on TV. The
conversation turned to how grateful they
were to not have those issues.

The No. 11-ranked Utes were energized
by a sold-out home crowd Thursday night
and overcame a slow start to run away from
Stanford 75-59 for the 16th consecutive win
inside the Jon M. Huntsman Center.

“For these young men, that’s the expe-
rience they need to have,” Krystkowiak
said. “There’s a lot of pride from years past
and it’s just fun to be part of getting it kick-
started again.”

Delon Wright scored a game-high 15
points and grabbed five rebounds to lead
Utah to victory. Dallin Bachynski finished
with 13 points, while Jordan Loveridge and
Brekkott Chapman added 12 for the Utes
(19-4, 9-2 Pac-12), who opened the second
half with a 15-2 run to cruise past the Car-
dinal. The run was highlighted by seven
consecutive points from Loveridge.

Anthony Brown led Stanford (16-8, 7-5)
with 15 points, and Marcus Allen scored
a career-high 13, including 10 in the first
half.

Utah closed the first half with a 6-0 run,
including two buzzer-beating baskets from
Bachynski, to take a 33-27 lead into half-
time. Stanford led 10-4 out of the gate with
the help of four offensive rebounds, but
Utah responded with a 17-5 run sparked by
eight straight points from Chapman.

“The first half was kind of punch-coun-
terpunch. We couldn’t really get any mo-
mentum,” Krystkowiak said. “The second
half, it started with getting some stops and
getting out in transition. ... I thought we
were aggressive. I thought we maybe had
a little bit more gas in our tank, pushing
in transition and got to the foul line early.
That kind of opened it up.”

Wittier, No. 3

Bulldogs’ forward
leads team with 21

By NicHoLAs K. GERANIOS
The Associated Press

SPOKANE, Wash. — Kyle Wiltjer scored
21 points and grabbed 10 rebounds as No. 3
Gonzaga routed Loyola Marymount 80-51
on Thursday night.

Przemek Karnowski and Byron Wesley
each scored 11 points for Gonzaga (25-1,
13-0 West Coast), which has won 18 con-
secutive games. The Zags scored the first
20 points of the game.

David Humphries scored 11 points for
Loyola Marymount (8-18, 4-10), which
didn’t make a field goal for the first 12 min-
utes to fall way behind early.

Gonzaga, whose only loss this season was
at No. 7 Arizona, has won 39 consecutive
home games, the nation’s longest streak.

They are the first team in the nation to
win 25 games.

Gonzaga, which leads the nation in field
goal shooting at 53.2 percent, shot just
49 percent but ran away with the game.
Loyola Marymount made just 29 percent
of its field goal attempts (15 of 51). Gon-
zaga won the rebounding battle, 46-30.

Gonzaga took control early, with Wiltjer
hitting a three-pointer and Wesley a layup
in the opening seconds.

Loyola Marymount called a timeout
barely a minute into the game, but it didn’t
help.

Gonzaga scored the first 20 points, as
the Lions missed their first eight shots and
committed six turnovers.

Loyola Marymount finally scored on
Ayodeji Egbeyemi’s free throw with 11:52
left in the first.

The Lions switched to a press, which
slowed down the Zags’ offense.

Gonzaga made 10 of its first 15 shots to
build a 27-4 lead with 9:12 left in the first.
All the Loyola points were on free throws.

After missing their first 12 attempts, the
Lions finally got a field goal on Egbeyemi’s
short jumper with 7:57 left in the first.
Wiltjer immediately replied with a three-

Pat SuLLivan/AP

SMU’s Cannen Cunningham shoots
between Houston defenders Eric Weary
Jr. (23) and LeRon Barnes on Thursday in
Houston. The Mustangs won 75-69.

Loyol
Kyle Wiltjer (33) during the first half on Thu
routed

Gonzaga cruise

Youne Kwak/AP

la Marymount's Evan Payne, center, drives against Gonzaga’s Gary Bell Jr. (5) and

ne, Wash. The Bulldogs

rsday in
the Lions 80-51 behind Wiltjer’s 21 points and 10 rebounds.

pointer as the Zags took a 30-6 lead and the
crowd chanted “mercy rule.”

Gonzaga center Przemek Karnowski
went down hard after a missed dunk late in
the first, but he recovered to sink both free
throws and steal a Loyola Marymount pass
on the next possession.

Gonzaga led 44-15 at halftime, after
shooting S57.7 percent. The Lions made
just 3 of 25 field goals in the first half, for
12 percent. They missed all eight of their

three-point attempts.

The Lions shot better in the second,
scoring the first seven points of the half
— including a three-pointer by Chase Flint
— to cut Gonzaga’s lead to 44-22.

But Wiltjer scored nine points during a
12-6 Gonzaga run that pushed their lead to
56-28.

Kevin Pangos hit consecutive three-
pointers to lift the Zags to a 66-37 lead.

The Lions did not threaten after that.

No. 25 SMU gets by Houston

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — After seeing their double-
digit lead cut to four with 4 minutes left,
SMU didn’t panic because it had been here
before and knew how to close things out.

Markus Kennedy scored 17 points, Nic
Moore had 15 and the 25th-ranked Mus-
tangs held off Houston 75-69 Thursday
night.

Kennedy and Moore combined for 23
points in the second half as the Mustangs
(20-5, 11-2 American Athletic Conference)
extended their lead to 17 midway through
the second half and fought off a furious
Houston rally.

“We didn’t do a good job of handling
their late run,” Kennedy said. “After the
last TV timeout, we figured some things
out. Me and Nic looked at the guys and told
them that we have been here before. We
have been in tough situations.

“We just got a tough road win last game.
‘We know what it takes to win. That’s why
there was no let up. We had to just stay
focus and keep our mindset right.”

Ryan Manuel added 10 points for SMU,
‘which moved into first place in the confer-
ence. The Mustangs shot 54 percent from

the field, including 58 percent in the sec-
ond half.

“I think we are very fortunate to come
out with a win, but it’s a road win against a
rival team,” SMU coach Larry Brown said.

Jherrod Stiggers scored 17 points, LeRon
Barnes added 14 points and 10 rebounds
and Devonta Pollard added 13 points for
the Cougars (9-14, 1-10), who shot 41 per-
cent from the field and made 11 of 34 (32
percent) three-pointers.

“We just had unforced errors, but once
we settled down and made a couple of our
shots Jherrod hit some good threes,” Hous-
ton coach Kelvin Sampson said. “LeRon
Barnes might not have been the best player
on the floor tonight but I though he was ab-
solutely the toughest player. He’s a tough
kid and he is a winner. I thought our guys
fought.”

After the Mustangs stretched the lead
back to 13, the Cougars countered with
a 12-3 spurt to pull to 68-64 on Pollard’s
alley-oop dunk with 4 minutes to go.

SMU hit 5 of 6 free throws in the final
2:39, and Moore hit a clutch jumper as time
expired on the shot clock with 36 seconds
left as the Cougars missed 6 of 8 shots and
could get no closer than four.
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Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Divisi

Toronto 6 17 679 —
Brooklyn 131 404 14%
Boston 0 31 .392
Philadelphia 2 41 226 24
New Y 0 43 .189 26
Southeast Division
Atlanta 311 796 -
Washington 3 21 611 10
char\one 2 30 423 20
2 30 423 20
0rlandu 7 39 .304 27
Central Division
Chicago 420 630
Cleveland 3 22 60
Milwaukee 0 23 566 3%
Detroit 133 389 13
Indiana 1033 389 13

Western Conference
Southwest Division

ct GB
Memphis 9 14 736 —
Houston 6 17 679 3
Dallas 6 19 655 4
San Antonio 4 19 642 5
New Orleans 7 26 509 12
Northwest Division
Portland 6 17 679 —
Oklahoma City 8 25 528 8
Denver 0 3 377 16
Utah 9 34 358 17
Minnesota 1 42 208 25
Pacific Division
Golden State 2 9 84 —
LA. Clippers 3% 19 648 8%
phoenix 29 25 537 1%
Sacramento % 3
LA. Lakers 40 245 30

Wednesday" s games
orlando 89, New York 83
Toronto 95, Washington 93
San Antonio 104 Detro it 87
Boston 89, Atlas

Indiana 106, New orleans 93

ol
5
2
3
>
3
2
b}

Dallas 87, Utal
Portland 102, L.A. Lakers 86
LA. Clippers 110, Houston 95

hursday’s games
Chicago 113 Sleveland 95

Friday’s games
No games scheduled

Thursday
Bulls 113, Cavaliers 98

CLEVELAND — James 12-26 5-6 31,
Thompson 5-5 0-0° 10, Mozgov_5-6 3-6
13, Irving 6-18 476 17, Smith 3-10 1-1 8,
Shumpert 2-6 0-0 6, Marior\ 1-20-02, Del-
2, Jones 2-8 3-39, Miller

98.

HICA 5, Gasol
6-16 5-5 18, Noah 2-6 6-10 10, Roce 1254
-11

6:6 30, Snell 9-11 0-0 22, Gibson 5-8 3-5 13,
Mirotic 3-8 0-0 7, Brooks 0-0
Dermott 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 42 92 zo 25 113
Clevelan
Chicago zn zs 32 zs—m
Three-Point Gnals Cleveland 8-31

(Shumpert 2-4, Jones 2-8, James 2-9, Ir-
ving 1-3, Smith 1 5 Degavedovazo 2), Chi-
el

Cleveland 23, Chicago 23. Technicals—
Mozgov. A—21,920 (20,917).

Leaders
Scoring
FG FT PTS AVG
Harden, HOU 441 429 1451 27.
Ji 412 271 1167 25.
Westbrook, OKC 343 283 1007 25.
Davis, R 436 256 1129 24.!
Anthony, NYK 358 189 4,.
Cousins, SAC 334 281 3.
Y, L 418 206 3.4
Aldridge, POR 435 213 3.4
Griffin, 45 2.!
Thompson, GOL 397 155 2.
Irving, CLE 407 201 1.
Lillard, POR 383 242 1.
, MIA 14 343 179 1.
Butler,CHI 322 302 0.
Gay, SAC 338 231 9.6
Ellis, DAL 428 163 9.4
Hayward UTA 352 247 9.
Vucevic, ORL 427 125 9.¢
Rose, CHI 308 128 8.
Walker, CHA 278 167 .
FG Percentage
FG
Jordan, LAC 243
Chandler, DAL 214
A. Johnson, TOR 211
Plumlee, Bro 210
Howard, 202
Valanciunas, TOR 236
Zeller, BOS 192
Da\/IS. NOR 436
Horford, ATL 360
Favors, UTA 320
Rebounds
FF DEF

El
Jordan, LAC 54 249 496

Love, CLE 09
Aldridge, POR 47 124 362 486 103

Rose scores 30, Bulls beat Cavs

BY ANDREW SELIGMAN
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Derrick Rose drove hard
to the rim and heard those familiar “MVP!
MVP!” chants from the crowd. The star point
guard was in top form, and so were the Bulls.

Rose scored 30 points, and Chicago handed
Cleveland just its second loss in 16 games,
beating the Cavaliers 113-98 Thursday night.

Pau Gasol added 18 points and 10 rebounds.
Tony Snell scored 22, helping offset a 31-point
performance by LeBron James, and the Bulls
sent another strong signal that their recent
struggles might be behind them.

They won their fourth straight after drop-
ping 10 of 15 and entered the All-Star break
with a 1%2-game lead in the Central division
over the Cavaliers. Leading the way was their
former MVP point guard, a player who missed
most of the previous two seasons because of
injuries to each knee.

“I'm just letting my game come to me,”
Rose said. “That’s all I'm doing. I'm being
patient with the ball. ... 'm trying to read the
defense and pass the ball to the right people
that are open.”

Is he happy with the way he’s playing?

“Yes, very pleased,” Rose said.

The Bulls led most of the way against the
NBA’s hottest team and pulled away in the
fourth quarter.

Both teams were missing key players, with
Chicago’s Jimmy Butler nursing a strained
right shoulder and Cleveland’s Kevin Love out
with an abrasion in his right eye. But the Bulls
did enough to come out on top.

Rose was aggressive from the start, going
right at the rim, and finished two points shy of
his season high.

Gasol posted his 14th straight double-dou-
ble, the longest streak by a Bulls player since
Michael Jordan’s 15-game run in 1988-89.

Snell came up big again after scoring a ca-
reer-high 24 against Sacramento on Tuesday.
He shot 9-for-11 for the second straight game
and helped force eight turnovers by James.

Joakim Noah added 10 points, 15 rebounds
and seven assists, and Taj Gibson scored 13.

For Cleveland, it was a lethargic showing
coming off a victory over Miami the previous
night. Even so, 14 wins in 16 games isn’t a bad
way to go into the break.

“We can go into the break feeling good
about our chances going forward and with the
knowledge there are several things we can
improve on and do better,” coach David Blatt
said. “That’s a good place to be.”

CHarLEs Rex ARBOGAST/AP

Chicago Blls guard Derrick Rose, center, drives and scores past Cleveland’s James Jones,
left, and LeBron James during the second half of Thursday’s game in Chicago.

James had little help with Love sidelined
after getting accidentally poked in the eye by
the Heat’s Mario Chalmers, and his high turn-
over total only made things worse.

“I’'ll figure it out. That cannot happen, for

Kyrie Irving had 17 points and seven as-
sists but was 6-for-18 from the field. Timofey
Mozgov added 13 points and 11 rebounds.

Up by seven at halftime, the Bulls scored
the first eight points of the third quarter to in-
crease their lead to 63-48.

sure, for us to win long-term,” James said.

Cruise: Cavs may be only just now realizing their potential

CLEVELAND
BAsKETBALL

Davip Zarusowski/AP

Cleveland forwards LeBron James, left, and Kevin Love joke with
each other on the bench during the fourth quarter of the Cavaliers’
110-101 victory over Denver on Dec. 7 in Denver.

FROM BACK PAGE

been smooth, as evidenced by this
week’s strange situation when
James posted a message on Twit-
ter aimed at teammate Kevin
Love, backtracked from his story,
and then blamed the media for
creating controversy.

But despite any issues with
first-year coach David Blatt or
Love’s uneven transition — he’s
still averaging 17 points and 10
rebounds — the Cavs are flour-
ishing and they may have only
scratched their potential. James
insists he won’'t know the team’s
true identity until the postseason,
when every possession is mag-
nified, and team’s flaws are ex-
posed in the back and forth of a
seven-game series.

For now, though, there is a calm
and confidence about the Cava-
liers. Winning will do that.

Saddled with extreme expecta-

tions, they’re fulfilling them.

Back in July when he an-
nounced his homecoming, James
warned in an essay that any path
to a title would be filled with
challenges. He’s done this before,
which is why James hasn’t al-
lowed three months of twists and
turns to deter him.

“Everyone wanted overnight
success. It’s not about that. It's
about the process for me. I've
always stayed even-keeled,” he
said. “I understand we have a lot
of room to improve and we have
to continue to work our habits in
a good way.”

James won’t allow this year’s
extended All-Star breather to
interrupt his team’s rhythm. In
fact, he believes it will only make
the Cavaliers better.

“The break will allow me to
get healthy,” James said, smiling.
“We’ll be all right.”
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Warriors’ All-Star Gurry taking center stage

By BriaN MAHONEY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK
tephen Curry will take on
his teammate and team
up with his father, then fi-
nally take the floor as the

leading vote-getter for the All-
Star game.

The Golden State Warriors’
guard might be the man of the
weekend, and even he can’t be-
lieve how quickly it’s happened
after he was an All-Star snub just
two years ago.

“I remember where I was the
night I didn’t hear my name called
and thought that was a real possi-
bility,” he said. “I was in Chicago
sitting in the hotel room watching
the announcements and obviously
(David) Lee was a representative,
so happy for him, but in two short
years obviously where it is now,
it’s unreal.”

Curry rebounded from not get-
ting chosen in 2013, when he had
thehighestscoring average among
players not picked, by being a
first-time selection last year. He
finished more than 42,000 votes
ahead of LeBron James to be the
top vote-getter this season, and
he heads to the break as a leading
candidate for the MVP award.

The Warriors have the NBA’s
bestrecord and will be well-repre-
sented on Sunday. Steve Kerr will
coach the Western Conference,

League’s leading vote-getter
has busy weekend ahead in NY

and he tabbed Curry’s backcourt
mate, Klay Thompson, to start in
place of the injured Kobe Bryant.

The night before, Curry and
Thompson are part of an elite
field for the All-Star Saturday
three-point contest. Curry will
also team up with his father, Dell,
a former NBA player, and the
WNBA'’s Sue Bird in the shooting
stars competition.

He says there is more pressure
to beat his teammate than there is
to not lose with his dad.

“The Currys have never won
a three-point contest, so I think
that’s probably the more pres-
sure,” he said.

Even if he loses them all, it’s
a big weekend for Curry. His
career-high performance of 54
points in February 2013 came at
Madison Square Garden, site of
Sunday’s game, not long after the
last All-Star game that went on
without him.

Hard to imagine him missing
another one any time soon.

“Just to be on a winning team,
best record in the West and have
the vision that we have for this
team this year,” Curry said, “and
then all the other stuff that comes
from that when it comes to per-
sonal accolades and acknowledge-
ments and all that stuff, kind of try
to keep it in perspective because it
is crazy.

“In two years, that’s a lot that’s
happened.”

be All-Stars. The
West roster is
missing  the
injured  Kobe
Bryant, Blake
Griffin  and
Anthony
Davis, all of
whom had
been voted in
by fans as
starters.

Frank Frankun I/AP

The Golden State Warriors’ Stephen Curry has gone from an All-Star snub in 2013 to the top vote-getter
among all NBA players in this season’s All-Star balloting. After finishing more than 42,000 votes ahead
of LeBron James, Curry’s talents will take center stage this weekend, as he will compete in the three-
point contest and shooting stars competitions on Saturday before leading the West all-stars on Sunday.

ONE CITY, TWO ARENAS: The Friday and Saturday events go

MISSING MEN: All the stars
aren't healthy enough to

to Brooklyn's Barclays Center, while the Knicks' Madison Square

Garden hosts the All-Star game Sunday. The teams may be rivals on
the court, but Commissioner Adam Silver insists it was easy to get
them to share the festivities.

S
=

T W

‘I wish there was some smoke filled-
room story in Moscow that I could
tell you, but in fact both organizations
were incredibly cooperative. ?

Adam Silver
NBA commissioner

CELEBRITY COACHES: Knicks All-

Star Carmelo Anthony and director Spike

Lee served as coaches in Friday's ce-

lebrity game.

“All celebrities feel like they

think they know how to play

basketball. Some (celebrities)

| are pretty good, so just a

matter of putting them out

there and throwing the ball

out there and telling them to

£0,” Anthony said. “They're going to
do their own thing anyway.”
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Atlanta center Al Horford, left, gives forward Paul Millsap a fist bump after he scored against Golden State on Feb. 6. The Hawks have the best record in the NBA.

Continuity the buzz word heading into All-Star break

By JoN KRAWCZYNSKI
The Associated Press

he Atlanta Hawks tried to get into
the LeBron James sweepstakes
last summer, but never really had
a chance.

In fact, high-profile free agents for the
last couple of years had been giving the
Hawks the cold shoulder, forcing them
to keep rolling with a roster

Grizzlies, Toronto Raptors, Washington
Wizards, Golden State Warriors and Los
Angeles Clippers are among the teams that
have eschewed major roster changes for
one reason or another and kept their cores
together, hoping to follow the San Antonio
Spurs’ model for success.

The Warriors changed coaches of
course, replacing Mark Jackson with Steve
Kerr. The Wizards essentially swapped

Trevor Ariza for Paul Pierce

long on talent but short on star £ . and the Grizzlies brought in
power, and it may be the best Their Jeff Green from the Celtics in
ting that. ever happened 0§ commitment & mideszon rade Bt tcse
The Hawks have been the to each other, common — the core talent on
surlr{n_rlse story of th; 1sea;_on, to getting their rosters has been largely
racking up an -leadin;
15 victories as the Allstr J| better every unf\};lv?\;:: %ﬁ‘éimg;’ilfié’ 13553;1
break_ approaches. They’ve day from our some battles together and just
done Ly on the srneth | players has  coninuing o srov o chen-
grown together, learned to play been rea“Yv locker room,” Warriors guard
with each other and how to really high. 14 Steph Curry said. “We have a
complement one another to find o solid core that’s been together
Mike Budenholzer

a rare bit of stability and conti-
nuity in a volatile league.

“Bring back a lot of the guys,
add a few guys around the edges, had a
great summer, our guys’ work ethic, their
commitment to each other, to getting bet-
ter every day from our players has been
really, really high,” coach Mike Budenhol-
zer said. “Hopefully we can continue that
going forward.”

The Portland Trail Blazers, Memphis

and it shows in the little things
that come out in the course of
a game throughout the season.
Obviously with the new coaching staff that
was a huge bonus for us to have, along with
a couple of key additions, pretty much the
same core.”

In the NBA, it can be tempting to make
wholesale changes when immediate re-
sults are not seen. But that strategy does
have its pitfalls.

Atlanta coach

Atlanta fans cheer their team. The Hawks
are winning this year with minimum
turnover from last year’s team.

In Cleveland, where the Cavaliers
brought in James, Kevin Love, Iman
Shumpert, J.R. Smith and Timofey Mozgov,
the start was a rough one. And even as the
Cavs have found their footing with 13 wins
in their last 14 games, there continue to be
subplots bubbling underneath the surface
that point to a lack of trust between team-
mates that can be expected in the early

stages of partnership.

James saw similar struggles early in his
first season with the Miami Heat in 2010,
but they righted themselves and made it
all the way to the NBA Finals before los-
ing to the Dallas Mavericks. So there is
still plenty of time for the Cavs to figure
each other out, find that cohesion and get
to where they want to be.

But when you begin the long grind of an
NBA season with everyone on the same
page, it makes it that much easier to navi-
gate the inevitable points in the season
where things just aren’t clicking.

After losing to the Clippers in the first
round last season, the Warriors could have
traded for Love to add another All-Star to a
talented team. But the Minnesota Timber-
wolves demanded Klay Thompson be part
of the deal, and the Warriors declined.

At the time, many questioned that deci-
sion. But Thompson has emerged as a star,
and the Warriors’ tight-knit locker room
has been a key to their surge to the top of
the Western Conference this year.

“It’s the key to the whole thing,” Kerr
said. “This team’s been really good for two
years now, 51 wins last year. The founda-
tion was already set. But what happens in
this game, the longer a group is together,
the better they become. That made our job
as a new staff much easier. The fact that
these guys were already good, they were
already familiar with one another and
they’re growing and getting better because
of that continuity.”
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18 straight

No. 3 Gonzaga extends streak, hammers
Loyola Marymount » College basketball, Page 28
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Does LeBron have Cavs
on road to championship?

By Tom WITHERS 14 wins in 16 games following a 113-
The Associated Press 98 loss to the Bulls in Chicago on
Thursday, the Cavs, revamped

CLEVELAND by two trades and James’ two-
s LeBron James yeek wellness break, have
dressed following put a turmoil-filled few
a dominating win months behind them.
over the Miami They again look like
Heat, the team he fled to 5 team capable
return home, he pushed of winning an
play on the stereo in his cor- NBA title.

portantly, James appears confident
that Cleveland’s roster, bolstered
by the acquisitions of Smith,
Shumpert and center 7-foot-1
Timofey Mozgov, a Russian
wrecking ball at both
ends, can make a run
at a championship.
The Cavs are
31-14 with
James in the

Inside:
B Continuity key
when second half
of season begins, Page 31

ner cubicle and cranked up the They've lineup, and
volume. found har- i J just 2-8 with-
Suddenly, the Cleveland Cavaliers’ mony on u Warrlol’s CU rry man Of the (‘lut him, an

locker room, still filled with report- and = off the
ers, was alive with thumping music,  floor, reflected
turning the space into a postgame op Wednesday in
dance club. . 32 assists in 44 field
With rapper Lupe Fiasco’s “De- goals against the Heat,
liver” providing the beat, James who could do little about a
bobbed his head and spit lyrics as if he  hjgh-flying Cleveland team
had written them himself. Cavaliers that took turns offering up lob
guard Iman Shumpert, too, began passes for dunks.
to bounce, and it wasn’t long before “It’s the team,” said James, re-

imbalance that
perhaps makes
the best case why
he might win a fifth
league MVP award. Fol-
lowing the 113-93 disman-
tling of the Heat (who played
without star Dwyane Wade)
Cavs swingman Mike Miller, the
team’s resident chairman of positive

hour after being All-Star
snub 2 years ago,
Page 30

norrpally xjeserved All-Star guard energized by a recent hiatus. “We all vibes, yelled across the room to point
Kyrie Irving showed off a few care about the team, and we all care out a TV screen showing James as an
moves, grooving his way around re-  ahout each other right now. We’re still MVP candidate.
porters and toward the door. growing, obviously. But it’s fun basket- “I don’t know why,” James cracked.
As he left, James, Shumpert and  pall when everyone feels in a rhythm. “I (stink).”
J.R. Smith smiled and laughed along  When the ball is moving and popping Hardly. In the 16 games since he re-
with him. _ from one side to the other, that’s impor- turned, James is averaging 27 points
The Cavaliers have found their tant to our success.” on 49 percent shooting. But beyond his
rhythm after a clumsy start. . Nothing has meant more to Cleve- always gaudy stats, James is providing
Entering the All-Star break with Jand’s success than James. The 30- leadership to a Cavs team still working
P — year-old looks refreshed after resting a through some kinks. It hasn’t always
Y BEV SCHILLING/Stars and Stripes troublesome back and knee. More im- SEE CRUISE ON PAGE 29
. . - B .
Penguins survive late rally by Senators, win in OT Vonn says she’s happy with her performance

NHL, Page 26 Skiing, Page 25



