STARSU,#STRIPES.

Fripay, Novemeer 14, 2014

Volume 73, No. 151 © SS 2014  MIDEAST EDITION stripes.com Free to Deployed Areas

—_—
" 4
WAR ON TERRORISM \ :

. 'WEIGHING
A ‘MODEST’
INCREASE

Military leaders raise specter of sending
ground troops into combat in Iraq » page 4

Evan Vucci/AP
Gen. Martin Dempsey, right, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, listens as Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel testifies before the House Armed Services Committee on Thursday.

Report: Army officer cuts disproportionately affect prior enlisted

Stars and Stripes

The post-9/11 military force
reductions are starting to cut
into the field-grade officer corps,
and for reasons the Army has
not explained, a disproportion-
ate number — nearly one in five
— began as enlisted soldiers, ac-

cording to The New York Times.
Faced with declining budgets,
the largest of the services cut its
force this year to 508,000 soldiers
from 530,000, with plans to trim
20,000 more troops next year.
Cuts had largely come through
attrition and reductions in recruit-

ing and had mostly affected low-
ranking enlisted soldiers. This
summer, the cuts fell on officers as
well, including 1,188 captains and
550 majors, many of whom were
intending on making a career of
the military, the Times wrote.
Being forced out of a life they

have known for a decade or more
has been a disruption as shock-
ing and painful as being laid off,
the Times noted. They are losing
jobs and, in many cases, receiving
smaller pensions than they had
expected — or no pensions at all.
They are being forced to give up

their identities as soldiers. Some
are losing their ranks or status as
officers. All must be out by April.
“It’s our culture, it’s our family,
it’sourlanguage,” Capt. Bill Moore,
who works in intelligence at Fort
Bragg, N.C,, told the Times.
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“You can issue all the
executive orders you want.
If you don’t have any
money to enforce them,
they don’t go very far.
We're going to be pretty
aggressive in using the
power of the purse.”

— Rep. Tom Cole, R-Okla., on a
GOP plan to give states the option of

not complying with an EPA mandate
to limit greenhouse gas emissions

See story on Page 9
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PACIFIC

reassigned
after probe

Pacific Fleet official removed over
classified information disclosure

By ERIK SLAVIN
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — A se-
nior Pacific Fleet official known for his blunt
assessment of China has been reassigned fol-
lowing an investigation into mishandling of
classified information.

Capt. James Fanell, formerly the Hawaii-
based command’s top intelligence officer, is
now working as an aide at fleet headquarters,
Navy spokesman Capt. Darryn James said
Thursday.

James declined to provide specifics on
Fanell’s removal, citing privacy concerns.

A defense official who requested anonym-
ity because he was not authorized to speak on
the record said Fanell was removed because
he had inappropriately disclosed classified
information.

The Pacific Fleet investigation also raised
concerns of a negative climate in Fanell’s of-
fice, the defense official said.

Fanell’s views first gained attention in 2013
at the U.S. Naval Institute West conference,
during which he stated that the Chinese PLA

Capt. James Fanell add

Davio KowmeL/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

the audi
in June 2013 to 71st

ata

y at U.S. Pacific Fleet Headquarters

y of the Battle of Midway. Fanell has

the
been reassigned over the reported mishandling of classified information.

Navy’s expansion was focused on sinking an
opposing fleet and was largely about counter-
ing the U.S. Navy.

At the same conference this year, Fanell’s
assessment that China is gathering the capa-
bility to fight Japan in a “short, sharp war”
made it to Fox News, The New York Times
and several international news outlets.

Fanell’s previous outspoken views on China
led to speculation that he was removed be-
cause of them — a claim Pacific Fleet officials
strongly denied Thursday.

“Capt. Fanell’s internal reassignment on
Oct. 31 was in no way related to his views on
China,” James said. “Any reporting that im-
plies such speculation is not only inaccurate,
it is wholly misleading and irr ible. It

The Navy typically releases decisions about
removals only when commanding officers,
executive officers and command master chief
petty officers are involved or when a crime
has been committed.

“This policy protects their privacy and
shields them from unwarranted public scru-
tiny,” James said.

Since Fanell filled none of those positions,
the Navy made no official announcement.
Other media reports and speculation over the
nature of the removal led Pacific Fleet offi-
cials to respond Thursday, James said.

Fanell declined a Stars and Stripes request
for comment through a Navy spokesman.

is not true.”

slavin.erik@strip
Twitter:@eslavin_stripes

Leave halted at Subic Bay amid transgender slaying case

By SETH RoBsoN
Stars and Stripes

Sailors on ships docked at Subic
Bay won’t get shore leave while
authorities determine the fate
of a Marine accused of a slaying
there.

“In consideration of recent
events in Olongapo City, the
United States has temporarily
restricted shore leave for ... U.S.
forces [visiting] the Subic Bay
area,” according to an official at
the U.S. Embassy in Manila.
Marine Pfc. Joseph Scott Pem-
berton, who has been in custody
in the Philippines for almost a
month, is suspected of involve-
ment in the death of Jeffrey
Laude, 26, a transgender person

also known as Jennifer, whose
body was found Oct. 11 in a motel
bathroom.

The death, which prompted pro-
tests from family members and
anti-American activists, comes
at a crucial time for U.S.-Filipino
relations as the countries prepare
to implement an agreement that
will see thousands of U.S. troops
rotate through bases in the Phil-
ippines over the next decade.

Subic Bay Metropolitan Au-
thority chairman Robert Garcia
told the AFP news agency earlier
this month that nine U.S. Navy
ships had canceled visits to the
port. Ships were still scheduled
to visit for emergency repairs,
but crews wouldn’t be allowed
ashore, he said.

Cmdr. William Marks, spokes-
man for the U.S. Navy’s 7th
Fleet, said Thursday that no “an-
nounced visits” to the Philippines
had been canceled.

“USNS Mary Sears has been
at Subic Bay and just left, and the
USNS Henson (an oceanic survey
ship) just arrived yesterday,” he
said.

Port visits are often not con-
firmed until a week or even a few
days before a ship arrives, Marks
said.

“To say that all port visits have
been canceled for the next two
months is not accurate,” he said.
“We just do not have any con-
firmed port visits to the Philip-
pines right now. Of course port
visits of U.S. Navy ships to the

Philippines is a key part of the
U.S.-Philippine alliance so we'’re
always looking for opportunities
to get our ships there.”

The embassy official, who
asked not to be identified, said
many factors that go into arrang-
ing port calls and that schedules
of a particular ship can change
for a variety of reasons.

“The U.S. Embassy and the U.S.
Pacific Command are working to-
gether to review each port call to
ensure U.S. servicemembers still
have an opportunity to visit the
Philippines and experience the
food, culture and strong historic
ties between our two countries,”
the official said.
robson.seth@stripes.com
Twitter: @SethRobsonl
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Study offers help with suicide prevention

Army using algorithm developed after analysis of hospitalized soldiers deemed at risk

By ALAN ZAREMBO
Los Angeles Times

The U.S. Army has a new ana-
lytical tool that officials hope will
counter a surge in suicides by
identifying soldiers whose histo-
ry, age and injuries indicate they
are at high risk of taking their
own lives.

In an analysis involving all
40,820 U.S. soldiers hospitalized
for psychiatric problems over a
six-year period, researchers cre-
ated an algorithm to identify some
of the Army personnel most like-
ly to commit suicide. Sixty-eight
of the soldiers killed themselves
within a year of hospitalization.

More than half those suicides
occurred among the 1,947 sol-
diers whose health histories and
other characteristics gathered
from Army records placed them
in the algorithm’s highest risk

group.

Ronald Kessler, a Harvard
University sociologist and suicide
expert who led the study — pub-
lished Wednesday in JAMA
Psychiatry — said the statistical
model could be used to target sui-
cide prevention efforts.

“We saw quite a few people
who killed themselves within six
weeks of getting out of the hospi-
tal without any follow-up visit,”
he said.

In the six years covered in the
study — 2004 to 2009 — the an-
nual suicide rate in the Army was
18.5 suicides per 100,000 soldiers.
The rate among soldiers hospital-
ized for psychiatric problems was
more than 14 times that.

Within that group, the re-
searchers wanted to see if they
could home in on those at great-
est risk.

Computers combed through

421 variables on each soldier
drawn from 38 military data
systems. Using a method known
as “machine learning,” the re-
searchers identified roughly two
dozen factors that proved most
important.

The soldiers most likely to take
their own lives were men with past
suicidal behavior and a history of
psychiatric disorders and crimi-
nal offenses, including weapons
possession and verbal assaults.

Soldiers with hearing loss also
faced heightened risk — a strong
indicator that they had suffered a
head injury. So did enlisting in the
Army after age 27, most likely be-
cause those soldiers had already
experienced trouble finding their
way in life.

In all, the S percent of soldiers
identified as highest risk account-
ed for 36 of the 68 suicides and had
anannual rate of 3,824 suicides per

100,000 — more than 200 times
the overall rate in the Army.

Rates of accidental deaths and
suicide attempts were also signif-
icantly greater among the 1,947
soldiers in the high-risk group.
Seven died in accidents and 555
made a suicide attempt within a
year of hospitalization.

The Army has put in place an
array of suicide-prevention pro-
grams, but most were applied
broadly to all personnel, said Dr.
Eric Schoomaker, who served
as surgeon general of the Army
until 2012.

The new research will allow
the Army to focus on soldiers at
greatest risk, Schoomaker said.

In Britain, a variety of inter-
ventions have reduced the suicide
rate among civilians who were
hospitalized for psychiatric prob-
lems. They include mandatory
outpatient visits after discharge

and community crisis teams to
monitor patients.

Suicides among former psychi-
atric inpatients account for about
12 percent of all suicides in the
Army.

Kessler and other researchers
are working on similar analyses
aimed at identifying the soldiers
most likely to take their lives in
other groups known to be at el-
evated risk, including psychiatric
outpatients, soldiers in their first
term of service and those on their
first deployment.

Traditionally, the Army has
been psychologically healthier
than the rest of society because of
screening, fitness standards and
access to health care. Soldiers
committed suicide at about half
the rate of civilians with similar
demographics.

Starting in 2004, the Army rate
has essentially caught up.

USS Fort Worth: 400
fixes made and crew
ready to sail for Asia

By JENNIFER HLAD
Stars and Stripes

SAN DIEGO — The USS Fort
Worth is slated to depart Mon-
day for Asia, where it will oper-
ate largely out of Singapore for 16
months, the longest deployment
of a U.S. Navy ship in more than
41 years.

Almost a year after the first
littoral combat ship deployed to
Singapore, contractors and crews
have completed some 400 im-
provements to the ship and are
finishing last-minute prepara-
tions, Navy officials said.

The crew of 54, plus the 24-
person aviation squadron, will
swap out early next year, and that
group will be replaced again late
in 2015, said Cmdr. Ken Bridge-
water, the ship’s commander. The
crew will switch out a third time
before it returns to San Diego.
After 16 months, the Fort Worth
will be replaced by the USS
Freedom.

Navy officials told Reuters
news service that this would be
the longest deployment of a U.S.
Navy ship since the carrier Mid-
way was underway for 327 days
in 1973. The Midway used one
crew.

The Navy wants to keep the
Fort Worth deployed for a long
time to stress the Navy’s logistics
capabilities and to understand
‘where problems might arise.

The Freedom, which spent 10
months in Southeast Asia deal-
ing with significant maintenance
problems — the ship lost propul-
sion during a replenishment, and
had issues with its steering water
jets — also delivered humanitar-

ian relief supplies to areas of the
Philippines hardest hit by a 2013
typhoon.

Sen. John McCain, the Arizona
Republican poised to head the
Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee, has questioned the ships’
ability to survive attacks at sea.

The PentagonisreviewingNavy
recommendations on whether to
upgrade the ships, modify them
or switch to a different design.
The decisions will be part of the
fiscal 2016 budget request.

The Navy has taken advantage
of the lessons learned on the Free-
dom’s maiden voyage and incor-
porated those and other changes
into the Fort Worth — including
different air compressors, fixes
to cooling systems that experi-
enced corrosion issues and a 15
percent increase in fuel capacity,
in addition to cosmetic changes,
the commander of the ship and
the commodore of LCS Squadron
1 said.

The Fort Worth will be the
first LCS to deploy with both an
MH-60R Seahawk helicopter and
an MQ-8B Fire Scout unmanned
helicopter. The ship also has
crew members and the neces-
sary equipment for “visit, board,
search and seizure” missions, to
include anti-piracy operations.

The LCS is a fast ship with a
shallow draft, which allows it to
go into ports other Navy ships
can’t access, Bridgewater said.

“We can go in and engage with
a lot more partners and allies,” he
said.

The Fort Worth uses water jets
instead of traditional propellers,
which allows the ship to “walk

Jennirer Huap/Stars and Stripes

Chief Petty Officer Beth Simpson-Fuchs explains the consoles for the USS Fort Worth’s 577mm gun
system on Wednesday at Naval Base San Diego. The littoral combat ship leaves for Singapore on Monday.

sideways,” pivot and get into tight
spaces, Bridgewater said.

Capt. Randy Garner, commo-
dore of LCS Squadron 1, said the
ship offers extensive automation,
which means it can do more with
fewer people. Crews operate with-
out any administrative tasks, so
those costs have been transferred
to supporting shore commands.

The ship’s design allows differ-
ent “packages” of gear designed
for different missions, Garner
and Bridgewater said. The Fort
Worth is loaded with the surface
warfare package; the two other
packages are still in the testing
phases.

The surface warfare package
includes two 30-mm gun systems,
two 1l-meter rigid hull inflat-
able boats that can launch out of
the back of the ship, and the two
helicopters. The ship also has a
S57-mm gun with a range of 10.5
miles to guard against small boat

threats, Bridgewater said.

Navy planners view the LCS
as a cheaper alternative to rotat-
ing a larger ship into the region.
An Arleigh Burke-class destroyer
generally has more than 300 crew
members and requires more fuel,
water and other resources. Op-
erations and support normally
make up about 70 percent of costs
over a ship’s service life.

However, LCS critics question
whether the originally envisioned
savings will prove accurate.

The Navy planned the LCS to
have a core crew of 40 sailors and
mission and module crews of 15
to 20 sailors, according to a July
Government Accountability Of-
fice report on the USS Freedom’s
2013 deployment to Singapore. It
later increased that number after
finding sailors were overworked
and not getting enough sleep.

The Navy expects to have
an LCS manpower study done

next year, although the GAO re-
port sees potential flaws in the
findings.

“Manpower studies do not ac-
count for the issue of core crews
relying on mission module crew
and contractor ship riders to as-
sist with their core crew func-
tions,” according to the report.

The LCS class of ships consists
of two variants, the Freedom and
the Independence, which has
a distinctly different hull. The
Freedom variant team is led by
Lockheed Martin. The Indepen-
dence variant team is being led
by General Dynamics, Bath Iron
Works and Austal USA.

The ship is expected to do pa-
trols, training and joint exercises
around Singapore, the South
China Sea and elsewhere in the
7th Fleet area of responsibility.

hlad jennifer@stripes.com
Twitter: @jhlad
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US considering Iraq ground combat role

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
military is considering sending
a limited number of American
ground forces to fight alongside
Iraqi troops as they launch com-
plex missions to regain territory
lost to Islamic State militants, the
country’s top military officer said
Thursday.

Thus far, American military
personnel have been limited to
serving as rear guard advisers to
the Iragi security forces and the
Kurdish peshmerga. Gen. Martin
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint
Chiefs, said that could change as
the campaign against the Islamic
State becomes more difficult.

“As it evolves, there are certain
operations that could be more
complex than the ones in which
the Iraqi security forces are cur-
rently involved,” Dempsey told
the House Armed Services Com-
mittee. “There are some places
along the path that I think will be
fairly complex terrain for them,
including, for example, Mosul.
And, eventually, as they need to
restore the border between Iraq
and Syria.”

Dempsey said he was not pre-
dicting that American troops
would be required alongside Iraqi
forces in such operations, “but
we’re certainly considering it.”

In any event, Dempsey said the
number of U.S. combat troops
fighting alongside the Iragis
would be relatively small.

“We've established a modest
footprint,” he said. “Any expan-
sion of that, I think, would be
equally modest. I just don’t fore-
see a circumstance when it would
be in our interest to take this fight
on ourselves with a large military
contingent.”

President Barack Obama made
ending the Iraq War a centerpiece
of his foreign policy in his first
term and repeatedly has stated
that American soldiers would not
return to ground combat in Iraq.
That position has come under fire
from congressional Republicans,
who question whether the opera-

ices ( heari
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Hagel and Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey.

tion against the Islamic State can
succeed without a change in the
White House policy.

The Obama Administration
is hoping that the new Shiite-led
government in Baghdad will pro-
vide enough of a role for Sunni
and Kurdish minorities that the
Iraqi people as a whole will be
able to handle the ground war on
their own.

“If those assumptions are in-
valid, I will have to adjust my rec-
ommendations,” Dempsey said.

Despite Dempsey’s comments,
Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel,
appearing at the same hearing,
repeated the administration’s
position that “U.S. military per-
sonnel will not be engaged in a
ground combat mission.”

Republican hawks have criti-
cized the administration for that
taking that position.

“How can you successfully
execute the mission you've been
given to degrade and ultimately

destroy ISIL when some of your
best options are taken off the
table?” asked committee chair-
man, Rep. Buck McKeon, R-Calif.,
using an acronym for the Islamic
State. “Declaring we won’t use
ground forces is like telling your
opponent you’re not going to play
your best players.”

The Obama administration
has asked Congress to authorize
the use of military force against
the Islamic State. In August, the
White House said it did not need
a new congressional authoriza-
tion. However, Obama said last
week he would request a new
authorization.

McKeon said that any autho-
rization request that ruled out
ground forces would be “D.0.A.”
in Congress.

“I will not support sending
our military into harm’s way
with their arms tied behind their
backs,” McKeon said.

In a written statement, Rep.

Evan Vucci/AP
A CodePink demonstrator is removed Thursday by Capitol Hill police after interrupting a House Armed
Seni . .

on the Islamic State group with Defense Secretary Chuck

Adam Smith, D-Wash., the Rank-
ing Democrat on the committee,
said he is “skeptical that we can
assemble a majority” to pass use-
of-force legislation because of the
differences between the White
House and the Republicans on
Capitol Hill.

Regarding Syria, Hagel was
asked whether the U.S. should
also go after the regime of Presi-
dent Bashar Assad. The Obama
administration has said that
Assad has lost legitimacy, but
thus far has refrained from using
military force against his govern-
ment, which is currently fighting
the Islamic State.

The Turks and several key
Arab allies of the United States
reportedly want the U.S. to fa-
cilitate the overthrow of Assad.
CNN reported this week that the
administration is rethinking its
strategy in Syria.

Hagel told lawmakers that
debates about whether to go

Cuts: Many soldiers say money a factor in separation picks

FROM FRONT PAGE

“A lot of us have been in since
high school,” Moore said. “We
feel like we’ve given everything,
our families have given every-
thing, and they just give us a
handshake and say, ‘Thank you
for your service.””

When the Army announced
the impending officer cuts a year
ago, officials said they would tar-
get officers with evidence of poor
performance or misconduct.

An internal Army briefing dis-
closed by a military website in
September showed the majority of
captains being forced out had no
blemishes on their records. The
briefing, a copy of which was ob-
tained by The Times, also showed
that officers who had joined the
Army as enlisted soldiers, then

endured the demanding process
required to rise into the officer
corps, were three times as likely
as captains who graduated from
West Point to be forced to retire.

Many of the prior enlisted had
been encouraged to make the
Jjump to the officer corps between
2006 and 2009, when the Iraq War
was raging and the Pentagon was
struggling to replace junior offi-
cers who were leaving the Army
as soon as their initial commit-
ments were over, often because
they were worn out by multiple
deployments.

The soldiers who volunteered
to fill the gap — older than most
Jjunior officers because they had
been enlisted — were picked from
the best of the ranks, and some
had to earn bachelor’s degrees to

make the cut. Many said in inter-
views they believed they are now
being pushed out because they
are entitled to more pay and are
eligible for retirement earlier be-
cause they’ve been in the Army
longer than other commissioned
officers.

“The Army knew we had more
years and they could save money
by cutting us,” said Capt. Tina
Patton, 43, a combat medic who
became an officer in 2007. “Look-
ing back at our records, a lot of
us can’t figure out why else we
would be cut.”

The Army declined to discuss
its criteria.

“Selections for separation are
based on a soldier’s manner of
performance relative to their
peers while serving as a commis-

sioned officer,” Lt. Col. Benjamin
Garrett, an Army spokesman,
told the Times in an email. “The
boards retained those with the
highest demonstrated levels of
performance and the most poten-
tial for future contributions on
active duty.”

Capt. Tawanna Jamison, 43,
who served 22 years in the Army
but only seven as a captain, will
get a sergeant’s retirement pay of
$2,200 per month, less than half
of what a retired captain receives,
which is about $4,500.

“I could be facing bankrupt-
cy,” she said. “I was helping my
daughter pay for college. Now
she’s on her own. I couldn’t have
planned for this. It’s hard not to
feel like the Army [is] trying to
save money on our backs.”

after Assad pose a “fundamen-
tal question” for American
policymakers.

“Assad is part of the equation,
of course. But ... you could change
Assad today and that’s not going
to change all the dynamics quick-
ly, certainly in Syria,” he said.
“[Assad] is a longer-term part
of this ... but [the Islamic State]
is right now ... threatening the
country of Iraq and the govern-
ment of Iraq, and so that’s why we
are dealing with that component
first — because we must.”

Another point of contention
at the hearing was the adminis-
tration’s decision to continue to
release detainees from the U.S.
military prison at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba.

“The risk to our forces in-
creases even more with terrorist
detainees returning to the battle-
field ... The roughly 150 detainees
that are left are the worst of the
worst. To continue these releases
— just as we have had to open a
new front in the war on terror
— is unwise,” McKeon said.

Hagel cited intelligence commu-
nity assessments that the risk of
detainees returning to the battle-
field is low, and he told lawmakers
that the releases will continue.

“If I can get assurances re-
quired by the host governments
... that it substantially mitigates
the risks, then I will sign” the re-
lease orders, he said.

harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes
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Minbaucas KuLeis/AP

Training in Lithuania

Members of the U.S. Army’s 2nd

8th Cavalry

1st Cavalry Division attend miilitary exercise Iron Sword 2014 at
the Gaiziunu Training Range in Pahrade, 38 miiles north of Vilnius,
the Lithuanian capital. The exercise this year in Lithuania from Nov.
2-14 involves more than 2,500 military personnel from nine NATO

member states.

Ukraine warns
of deteriorating
security situation

By PETER LEONARD
The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Ukraine
warned Thursday that the secu-
rity situation in rebel-held areas
in the east has steadily worsened
as separatist fighters move closer
to demarcation lines separating
them from government forces.

A cease-fire agreed on in
September between rebels and
Ukraine’s government in effect
has been rendered invalid as
intense hostilities proceed on a
daily basis.

National Security and Defense
Council spokesman Andriy Ly-
senko said the Russian army is
massing troops, including air
defense units, near the border.
Ukraine accuses Russia of direct-
ly supplying separatist forces.

Russian  Foreign  Ministry
spokesman Alexander Lukashev-
ich on Thursday reiterated Mos-
cow’s denial of that charge.

“There have been and are no
military movements across the
border or, all the more, any pres-
ence of our troops in the south-
east of Ukraine,” he said.

Ukrainian warnings of poten-
tial renewed intense hostilities
follow multiple recent observa-
tions of large military convoys on
the move around separatist-con-
trolled areas. Trucks transport-
ing troops, ammunition, fuel and
large-caliber artillery systems
have been seen traveling primar-
ily in the direction of Donetsk, the
main rebel city.

Ukraine and NATO have said
they believe the equipment has
been delivered from Russia, al-
though they have yet to provide
conclusive evidence for their
claims.

Teams from the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in
Europe that are monitoring two
Russian-Ukrainian frontier cross-
ings have noted an increase in
the number of people in military
clothing traveling across the bor-
der over the past week.

“The (observer teams saw)
665 men and women in military-
style dress crossing the border
in both directions. This is the
highest number observed so far,”
the OSCE said in a statement
Wednesday.
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Naples command training
to lead NATO response force

By STEVEN BEARDSLEY
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — With ground
forces in Germany, air assets in
France and maritime forces off
the coast of Spain, assembling
NATO’s parts into a single fight-
ing force is complicated by dis-
tance and communication.

The events of the past year
have added new challenges as
the NATO command staff here
prepares to assume control of the

‘It’s not just 10
individual threat
streams. It's 10
of them facing us
together at one
time.”

Lt. Gen. D. Michael Day
deputy commander of JFC Naples

25,000-strong NATO
Force, which is viewed as a coun-
terweight to expanded Russian
operations in the east.

NATO Joint Forces Command
Naples is in the middle of a two-
week exercise testing its abil-
ity to direct the response force,
a ready-to-assemble force com-
prising units set aside by member
states and commanded on a ro-
tational basis by staffs in Naples
and Brunssum, the Netherlands.
The exercise, called Trident
Juncture, is a capstone to a year
of training for the smaller tactical
units — the air, sea, land and spe-
cial operations commands — that
will become part of the reaction
force in 2015 and fall under Na-
ples’ control.

During the September NATO
summit in Wales, the alliance’s
member states placed more em-
phasis on the response force and
underlined the need for it to be-
come faster and more flexible.

Trident Juncture “places a

premium on the readiness and

FOR FREE

jured employees
zenship or nationality.

from working.

responsiveness of the force,” said
Navy Adm. Mark Ferguson, com-
mander of JFC Naples and U.S.
Naval Forces Europe-Africa.

The annual exercise is using
simulations to test JFC Naples’
control of the subordinate units
across Europe during a series of
operations in a rapidly evolving
crisis.

The scenario — an invasion of
the Baltic nation of Estonia by
a fictitious, neighboring nation-
state — mirrors the concerns of
nations on NATO’s eastern flank
who, like Ukraine, were once part
of the Soviet Union and have con-
siderable populations of Russian
speakers.

The conflict evolves over time,
officials say, changing from a
large-scale ground war to stabil-
ity operations and irregular war-
fare. Threats will often overlap or
reinforce one another, mimicking
the kind of hybrid warfare seen
in Ukraine, where NATO officials

DBA LEGAL REPRESENTATION

have said Russia employs special
operations, cyberwar and infor-
mation operations.

“It’snotjust 10 individual threat
streams,” said Canadian Forces
Lt. Gen. D. Michael Day, deputy
commander of JFC Naples and
head of the command staff for the
exercise. “It’s 10 of them facing
us together at one time.”

Complicating matters is the act
of managing incoming reports
from, and disseminating outgoing
orders to, six subordinate com-
mands across Europe, ranging
from a shipboard command of a
Spanish maritime force to a Pol-
ish staff in Krakow in charge of
special operations.

“There are many, many, many
moving parts and there is a great
deal of uncertainty,” said British
Army Lt. Gen. Robert Weighill,
deputy chief of staff for operations
at JFC Naples. “So exercising
command in this type of environ-
ment is very challenging.”

Staff at NATO’s Joint Warfare
Center in Stavanger, Norway,
will role-play the forward head-
quarters and logistical arm of the
effort, taking all traffic from com-
ponent commands to provide a
clear battlefield picture to Naples.

An evaluation team from the
JWC will also grade the perfor-
mance of the Naples command
staff, submitting its report to Fer-
guson, who will decide whether to
certify his team for the next year.

beardsley.steven@stripes.com
Twitter: @sjbeardsley
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VA allowing extra time to

By Travis J. TRITTEN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — VA officials
told lawmakers Thursday that
it has been giving federal ex-
ecutives linked to its nationwide
health care scandal more time to
appeal firings because a new law
aimed at faster terminations may
violate their rights.

Department of Veterans Affairs
Deputy Secretary Sloan Gibson
told a House oversight commit-
tee the agency is allowing execu-
tives targeted for termination an
additional five days to make their
cases. He said the VA fears the
massive overhaul law passed dur-
ing the summer does not provide
enough time and would result in
the overturning of firings by an
appeals board.

Months after the overhaul law
passed, the VA has proposed dis-
ciplinary action against about
42 executives but has not fired
any managers linked to the ma-
nipulation of records to hide long
wait times at veterans’ hospitals,
including Sharon Helman, the
director at the Phoenix facility
where the off-books scheduling
scandal erupted. The lack of ac-
tion has rankled some in Congress
who want faster action to root out
a widespread culture of wrongdo-
ing that led to the problems.

“The case law is very clear that
we have to provide a reasonable
opportunity [for VA executives] to
respond to charges,” Gibson said.

The additional five days is not
included in the law but was added
after “clear and unequivocal”

advice from VA legal counsel, he
said. The overhaul passed in Au-
gust streamlined an appeals pro-
cess that often took many months
and replaced it with one that can
be completed in a month — one
week for an executive to file an
appeal and three weeks for an ap-
peals board to rule on the appeal.

Gibson said the additional time
was an effort by VA to square the
requirements of the new law with
legal precedent that indicated ex-
ecutives are entitled to a longer
appeals window.

Members of the House Veter-
ans Affairs Committee called the
change an unnecessary new layer
of bureaucracy that ignores the
intent of Congress.

“The law is clear — it says they
should be fired,” said Rep. Jeff

challenge firings

Miller, R-Fla., chairman of the
veterans committee and a key ar-
chitect of the VA overhaul law.

Miller said the agency does
not appear to be taking the deep
problems with employee miscon-
duct seriously despite it blowing
up into the biggest scandal in VA
history. About 90 health care fa-
cilities across the country were
found to have manipulated patient
wait-time data and some doctors
claimed vets may have died due
to the delays.

“I am not seeing the corre-
sponding efforts to see those in-
volved held accountable for their
actions,” Miller said.

The Senate has also strongly
criticized the lack of firings. VA
Secretary Bob McDonald has
said in recent weeks there have

been no terminations due to on-
going criminal investigations by
the FBI and due to the agency’s
efforts to compile cases against
the employees.

Rep. Beto O’Rourke, D-Texas,
said he accepted Gibson’s expla-
nation for the slow progress on
rooting out employee misconduct,
but the public is becoming impa-
tient for action at facilities such as
the El Paso VA in his district.

O’Rourke asked Gibson how
long it would take, “within this
calendar year, within the next six
months, to see the firings we are
expecting?”

Gibson said he would check
with VA staff and get back to the
congressman.

tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten

‘Valor’ concert drives
donations for veterans

By Joun Wooprow Cox
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Before in-
troducing rock star Dave Grohl
at Tuesday night’s Concert for
Valor, film star Meryl Streep told
those packed onto the National
Mall and watching on HBO about
something more important.

“Please: Go to theconcertfor-
valor.com and read about the
veterans’ service organizations
like Semper Fi Fund and Give an
Hour and Soldier On,” she said.
“Find your way to give and honor
the valor of those who serve.”

None of the three organizations
has well-known brands, and their
combined exposure to the audi-
ence (including Streep’s pause for
a cheer) was about nine seconds
long, but the impact was immedi-
ate — and dramatic.

Semper Fi’s Web traffic spiked,
helping fuel 355 contributions
that totaled nearly $60,000 by
night’s end. Give an Hour, which
provides free mental health care
to veterans, received 60 times as
much money as it does on a typi-
cal day. Donations to Soldier On,
which helps homeless veterans,
surged to their highest level in
the charity’s 13-year existence.

“Because we don’t advertise,
many people don’t know about
us,” said Wendy Lethin, vice
president of community outreach
for Semper Fi Fund, which gives
financial assistance to wounded
warriors. “To have that sort of
exposure from someone who is so
highly thought of, there’s no doubt
it gives us credibility.”

Benefit concerts have long
been used to raise millions of dol-
lars for all kinds of causes, from
famine relief in Africa to aid for
the families of victims of the Sept.
11 terrorist attacks. Though the
Concert for Valor was not held
exclusively to raise money, 16
organizations were featured on
the concert’s website and men-
tioned at least once by celebrity
presenters.

Comedian John Oliver im-
plored viewers at home to visit
the site of the Pat Tillman Foun-
dation, which awards college
scholarships to veterans and their
spouses.

“If you're thinking [at] home of
not doing that, think of it this way
— it’s literally the least you can
do,” he said.

The foundation received an
onslaught of emails from veter-
ans either interested in applying
or from civilians who wanted to
help.

“Motivated by the concert for
valor,” wrote one person.

“I am at home watching the
Concert for Valor and found your
site,” wrote another. “This dona-
tion is the least I can do on this
Veterans Day.”

The Mission Continues, which
helps veterans adjust to life at
home, received a $3,000 dona-
tion just minutes after comedian
George Lopez mentioned the non-
profit group.

The Bob Woodruff Founda-
tion received more than $13,000,
the vast majority of which came
in after Woodruff, a journalist
wounded in Iraq, addressed the
crowd. The foundation helps in-
jured servicemembers and their
families get back on their feet.

The Fisher House Foundation,
also mentioned by Woodruff,
raised $75,000 on Tuesday, more
than twice what it did on Veterans
Day a year go. Team Rubicon —
featured in a stirring short film at
the concert about how the group
uses disaster relief efforts to give
veterans a sense of purpose — re-
ceived about $20,000 during the
three-hour extravaganza.

Hiring Our Heroes, run by
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Foundation, wasn’t mentioned
until after 9 p.m. but still drew
more online traffic than on any
day this year but one, when the
Pittsburgh Steelers featured the
organization on their website dur-
ing a Sunday night football game.

Mereoith TisserTs/Stars and Stripes

Bruce Springsteen performs Tuesday during the “Concert for Valor” at the National Mall in Washington.

Bruce Springsteen’s anti-war songs
at Veterans Day event stir ill will

By JustiN MOYER
The Washington Post

At the “Concert for Valor” on
the Mall Tuesday night in Wash-
ington, D.C., Bruce Springsteen
caught social media heat for a song
choice: Creedence Clearwater Re-
vival’s “Fortunate Son,” which he
performed with Zac Brown and
Dave Grohl during Brown’s set.

Though written by leather-
voiced classic rock mastermind
John Fogerty — a man Spring-
steen once called “our genera-
tion’s Hank Williams” — this
is lyrical terrain familiar to the
Boss. “Fortunate Son” takes on
income inequality and unblink-
ing patriotism.

But it was the third chorus that
really got people’s dander up on
the Mall. In that one, Fogerty in-
sisted he “ain’t no military son.”

On Veterans Day, in the heart of
a centuries-old democracy fight-
ing interminable foreign wars —
not far from a monument to Gen.
George Washington — this didn’t

go over well.

“The song, not to put too fine a

point on it, is an anti-war screed,

taking
COMMENTARY shots at
— ‘the red

white
and blue,” the Weekly Standard
wrote. “It was a particularly ter-
rible choice given that Fortunate
Son is, moreover, an anti-draft
song, and this concert was largely
organized to honor those who vol-
unteered to fight in Afghanistan
and Iraq.”

And then there was Twitter.

“Will never understand why
Fortunate Sonisplayed during’pa-
triotic’ scenarios. Not really get-
ting this. # TheConcertForValor”

— Colette Moran (@
ColetteMoran)

But Springsteen did have his
defenders.

“If you think Fortunate Son
was inappropriate for tonight’s
concert, you've clearly never
paid attention to the lyrics.
#VeteransDay”

— Karen Hensley (@#Karen)

Indeed, at the same concert,
Springsteen also performed a
dirge-like version of “Born in the
US.A»

“I wrote this 30 years ago —
think it still holds,” Springsteen
said before playing the song.

While some think “Born in the
U.S.A.” is an American anthem, a
quick look at the lyrics confirms
that it’s more of an anti-anthem
anthem overtly critical of the
Vietnam War.

So, starting right now, let’s
agree: Songs like “Fortunate Son”
and “Born in the U.S.A.,” while
they criticize the armed forces,
aren’t anti-American in the sense
that, for example, the Islamic
State is anti-American. By offer-
ing a critique of our nation’s poli-
cies, they celebrate its promise.

Or, as Mark Twain put it: “The
true patriotism, the only rational
patriotism, is loyalty to the Nation
all the time, loyalty to the Gov-
ernment when it deserves it.”

OK?
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Military to
use fewer
troops in
Ebola fight

By Curis CARROLL
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The need for U.S. mili-
tary support in the battle against Ebola in West
Africa is smaller than expected, officials say.

On Wednesday, the general in charge of the
operation said a planned troop deployment to
Africa was dropping by about 1,000 service-
members — a 25 percent cut. The Defense
Department official in charge of special opera-
tions told Congress on Thursday that the DOD
is now being asked to build 12 Ebola treatment
units around the country, down from the 17 ini-
tially planned.

There are now 2,200 troops, some from each
service branch, in Liberia, expected to top
out just short of 3,000 in mid-December, said
Army Maj. Gen. Gary Volesky, commander of
Operation United Assistance, which began in
September.

The Pentagon had planned to send about
4,000 troops to Africa to help deal with the
largest Ebola outbreak in history. The outbreak
may now be waning in Liberia, but Ebola con-
tinues to kill there and elsewhere, with a death
toll that recently topped 5,000, according to the
‘World Health Organization.

The bulk of American troops are deploy-
ing to help with engineering and logistical
demands, functions which U.S. officials dis-
covered Liberians were better able to handle
than expected, Volesky told reporters at the
Pentagon via teleconference Wednesday from
the capital, Monrovia.

“What we found working with [the U.S.
Agency for International Development] and
the government of Liberia was that there was
alot of capacity here that we didn’t know about
before, and so that enabled us to reduce the
forces that we thought we originally had to
bring,” he said.

STePHEN WANDERA/AP

A passenger arriving at the airport in Entebbe, Uganda, on Thursday has her temperature
checked to screen for Ebola. The U.S. military has reduced its planned troop deployment in
West Africa intended to help stop the spread of the deadly virus.

USAID had already identified and begun
working with capable local contractors able
to help construct treatment facilities, Volesky
said. Liberian troops, meanwhile, did most of
the work building the first of the Ebola treat-
ment units, which are planned for completion
by the end of the year, he said.

Fewer treatment units

Speaking before House legislators Thursday
during a hearing on the American response to
the Ebola outbreak, Michael Lumpkin, assis-
tant secretary of defense for special operations
and low-intensity conflict, said the DOD is now
planning only 12 Ebola treatment units.

A defense official at the Pentagon said the
number was scaled back from 17 in consultation
with the Liberian government and the USAID,
the lead U.S. agency on Ebola in Africa.

So far no U.S. troops or DOD civilians have
shown any signs of infection, which Volesky
said was a result of effective training in per-
sonal protection from the virus both before
and during the deployment. Commanders are
keeping close watch over their troops, he said.

You won't see soldiers roaming all over Li-
beria; we’ve got it very controlled,” he said.
“They go places where there’s a mission, and
we just make sure that we’re following all those
protocols.”

More than 80 airmen, sailors, Marines and
soldiers who were due to return to Virginia
on Thursday after a deployment to Liberia

will spend 21 days in quarantine at Joint Base
Langley-Eustis, Va., being monitored for symp-
toms, the Pentagon announced Thursday.

U.S. Ambassador to Liberia Deborah R.
Malac said during the teleconference Wednes-
day that while the number of cases is still ris-
ing, Ebola infection rates in the country have
dropped significantly. Just 45 people through-
out the country became infected Tuesday,
compared with about 100 contracting the virus
daily in Monrovia alone at the height of the out-
break, she said.

President Barack Obama’s decision to send
the U.S. military sparked an influx of interna-
tional nongovernmental organizations willing
to help fight the disease, she said during the
‘Wednesday teleconference.

“The presence of the U.S. military and the
capacity that they bring to the table has been
a real confidence builder for all of these NGO
partners who are now stepping forward in re-
sponse to help us with this effort,” Malac said.

Lumpkin on Thursday told Congress that
U.S. military participation was galvanizing the
battle against Ebola in West Africa, and filling
a crucial gap while the rest of the world tries
gear up a response.

“The Ebola epidemic we face truly is a na-
tional security issue,” he said. “Absent our
government’s coordinated response in West
Africa, the virus spreads (and) brings the risk
of more cases here in the United States.”

carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

Troops to be
quarantined
at Va. base

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — More than
80 troops were scheduled to enter
three weeks of quarantine in Vir-
ginia on Thursday after their re-
turn from a mission fighting an
Ebola outbreak in West Africa.

The 51 airmen, 27 sailors, four
Marines and two soldiers were to
arrive by military aircraft at Joint
Base Langley-Eustis, Va., in the
early afternoon, Pentagon press
secretary John Kirby said in writ-
ten statement Thursday.

The group, none of whom is
showing symptoms of Ebola, will
be medically screened on arrival.
They’ll then enter a 21-day period
of what the Pentagon calls “con-
trolled monitoring” in secluded
buildings near the flightline,
Kirby said. During their isolation,
troops will be screened twice daily
for symptoms at a medical facility
dedicated to the servicemembers
back from Liberia.

Defense Department officials
say the monitoring period, in
which all troops who spend more
than a short time in the Ebola zone
must participate, is intended to be
comfortable. Two of the larger
buildings will be used as a dining
hall and a gym, Kirby said.

“The facilities will include all
appropriate amenities,” he said.
“Troops will be able to commu-
nicate with family members via
telephone and electronic means.”

Kirby said Defense Secretary
Chuck Hagel “joins all Americans
in welcoming the troops home”
and promised to provide all the
care and support they’ve earned.

“Secretary Hagel is both proud
and grateful for the service ren-
dered by these men and women in
the critically important mission of
trying to stop the spread of Ebola
at its source,” he said.

About 2,200 U.S. troops are
deployed to Liberia to help build
treatment facilities, train health
care workers and provide testing
services to identify those who are
infected.
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Experts:

By WyarT OLsoN
Stars and Stripes

How far along North Korea has come in
miniaturizing nuclear warheads for use on
intercontinental missiles depends on the
target, experts say.

North Korea has been testing a medium-
range intercontinental missile that could
reach South Korea or Japan since the late
1980s, said Joel S. Wit, a visiting scholar at
Johns Hopkins University’s U.S.-Korea In-
stitute in Washington. The country would
have to be “pretty incompetent” to have not
developed a warhead design for that missile
type after so many years, he said.

Miniaturizing sufficiently for a long-
range missile that could reach the U.S. is a
different story.

“I don’t think there’s anyone who would
say [North Korea] could [put one] on top of
an ICBM — or at least no one I know,” Wit
said. “It doesn’t exist in North Korea.”

Such a nuclear missile would require far
more testing than North Korea has done.
After several failed attempts, the country
in late 2012 successfully launched its three-

stage Unha-3 rocket, deploying a satellite in
space that failed to work.

As ballistic missile expert Michael Elle-
man noted in an analysis last year for the
nonpartisan Arms Control Association,
based in Washington, the technological re-
quirements differ between a satellite rocket
launch and a ballistic missile launch — par-
ticularly the need for a functional re-entry
vehicle to keep the warhead from burning
up while descending from space.

“Although space launch activities offer
an opportunity to accumulate experience
and generate data that could aid efforts to
develop long-range ballistic missiles, the
results have limited application to ballistic
missiles,” Elleman wrote.

“Only a fraction of the overall missile de-
velopment issues can be addressed when
testing the system as a satellite launcher,”
Elleman wrote. “Other requirements, most
notably re-entry technologies and opera-
tional flexibility requirements, cannot be
adequately addressed by satellite launches.
A proven satellite launch vehicle would still
need to be flight-tested as a ballistic missile

a half-dozen or more times before it would
be combat ready.

“For these reasons and others, the uni-
versal trend has been to convert ballistic
missiles into space launchers, not the op-
posite, as evidenced by the Soviet, U.S., and
Chinese experiences.”

Dr. William Wieninger, an expert on
weapons of mass destruction at the Asia-
Pacific Center for Security Studies in Ho-
nolulu, said the presumption is that North
Korea will eventually develop a bomb about
the size of the one used by the U.S. on Hi-
roshima in World War II, which would be
small enough to mount on a rocket.

“The rocket would almost certainly have
a very low accuracy,” he said. “A Hiro-
shima-sized warhead on a very inaccurate
rocket is essentially a weapon of terror. It
has very little military significance because
they really can’t expect to hit what they’re
shooting at.”

Historically, nuclear-armed intercon-
tinental missiles have been a means of
defense relying on threat of use. During
the Cold War, NATO was able to leverage

NK progress on missiles limited

its conventional military force in Europe
against a much larger Soviet military be-
cause NATO’s nuclear weapons assured
mutual destruction.

Analysts generally agree that even though
North Korea behaves erratically at times,
it’s a rational regime that understands risk.

“The main reason that North Korea would
not seriously consider using a nuclear weap-
on against the U.S. or South Korea is be-
cause they understand the consequences,”
said Greg Thielmann, a senior fellow at the
Arms Control Association. “It would be the
end of their regime. If there’s one thing that
Kim Jong Un and his clique is interested in,
it’s preserving their regime.”

An extensive 2012 analysis of North
Korea’s nuclear missile threat by Markus
Schiller with the Rand Corp. characterized
the program as a “bluff.”

The program is a “paper tiger,” Schiller
wrote, that “largely appears to be a politi-
cal tool to gain strategic leverage, fortify the
regime’s domestic power, and deter other
countries ... from military action.”

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
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A fire burns on a nuclear submarine at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, Maine, on May 23, 2012. A report by Navy
investigators is critical of the response to the fire.

Navy report faults response, preparedness in sub fire

By DavID SHARP
AND JENNIFER McCDERMOTT
The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Maine — A fire that crip-
pled a nuclear submarine at a shipyard
showed that the Navy had become compla-
cent about safety in industrial settings and
put too much faith in land-based firefight-
ers who had never trained to battle a blaze
aboard a submarine, Navy investigators
concluded.

The investigators also said there was
confusion at the start of the May 2012 fire
at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and that
there were two hourlong periods in which
no water was being put on the flames.

The conclusions were included in more
than 100 pages of documents obtained by
The Associated Press via a Freedom of In-
formation Act request.

It took 12 hours and the efforts of more
than 100 firefighters to save the Groton,
Conn.-based USS Miami after a worker who
wanted to go home early set a small fire that
quickly spread. Though the sub was saved,
the Navy ultimately decided to scrap it after
the repair bill hit $700 million.

The fire severely damaged living quar-
ters, the command and control center and
a torpedo room, but it did not reach the nu-

clear propulsion components. Seven people

were hurt dousing the flames.
“Complacency had set in, based on the

infrequency of shipyard fires and relative

success of fire

4 prevention mea-

Complacency sures,” the report

had set i“, said. “Also, there

was an assump-

based on the tion that the prox-

infrequency of imity to far more

. . assets, especially

shipyard fires fegersl firefight-

and relative ers, reduced the

likelihood of a fire

s_uccess of . not being quickly

fire prevention contained.  This
measures. ” organizational

" reluctance to pre-

Navy report on pare for a fire of

shipyard fire this scale should

serve as a wake-

up call — large
fires can and do happen in industrial
environments.”

The Navy launched a series of investiga-
tions that led to recommendations, including
the installation of temporary automatic fire-
detection systems while vessels are being
repaired or overhauled.

The full report released by U.S. Fleet

Forces Command indicated how dire the
situation became aboard the Los Angeles-
class submarine, which was undergoing a
20-month overhaul in Kittery, Maine. At
one point, officials discussed abandoning
their firefighting efforts and flooding the
dry dock when it appeared the submarine
was going to be lost. Instead, firefighters
battling extreme heat and limited visibility
eventually beat back the blaze.

Investigators said shipyard firefighters
were unfamiliar with the submarine’s lay-
out and that there was no requirement for
certification to battle a fire in a shipboard
environment — or even conduct a walk-
through to familiarize themselves with the
sub. They also said the firefighting force
had been reduced, leading to a greater reli-
ance on civilian firefighters.

A regional assessment of the 26-person
shipyard fire department was conducted
in October 2011 and found them to be fully
ready, despite the department having con-
ducted no live fire training since 2006, the
report said.

While the report cited lack of readiness
by firefighters, the Navy also said it was
to blame for failing to incorporate lessons
learned from past fires into training.

The report included 99 recommendations
— virtually all of which were redacted.

Input sought
on technology
in classrooms

By JENNIFER H. SvaN
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — For
the first time, students, parents and edu-
cators with the Department of Defense
Education Activity have the opportunity to
participate in a national survey about tech-
nology use and interest in the classroom.

The Speak Up 2014 online survey is open
through Dec. 19.

This is an opportunity to speak up,
DODEA Director Tom Brady said in a
statement. “Data from the survey will
allow DODEA to make better technology
decisions in many areas, such as how we
resource our classrooms and the type of
professional development teachers want.”

The survey asks K-12 students, educa-
tors and parents how they use — and how
they would like to use — technology for
learning.

For students, survey questions are geared
to particular grade levels — and some are
open-ended. Last year, for example, stu-
dents in kindergarten to second grade were
asked to explain what they like about using
computers or the Internet to learn science or
math. Students in grades 9 to 12 were asked
to “pick a subject and tell us how using tech-
nology in that class could make that subject
more interesting for you.”

Students need a password, to be assigned
locally, to access this year’s survey.

Administered by Project Tomorrow, a
nonprofit national education organization
based in California, the Speak Up survey
has been around for more than a decade,
with so far more than 3.4 million partici-
pants, according to the group’s website. Na-
tional data findings will be released in the
spring during two Congressional briefings,
according to DODEA. Districts and schools
will also have access to the results.

For the first time, others in the commu-
nity are also invited to participate in the
survey, according to the survey website.

The online survey takes about 20 minutes
to complete; answers are confidential. It is
available at: http://www.speakup4schools.
org/Speakup2014/Default DoDEA .aspx.

svan.jennifer@stripes.com
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GOP leaders pan US-China deal on climate

By Ep O’KEEFE,
Davip NAKAMURA
AND STEVEN MUFSON
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Any hope
for Congress to reconvene with
a sense of bipartisanship was
quickly erased Wednesday morn-
ing as Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky, and
House Speaker John Boehner,
R-Ohio, sharply criticized the
announcement of a new climate
deal between the United States
and China.

McConnell made his comments
during a morning coffee with 10
newly elected Republican sena-
tors in his office off the Senate
floor. As his new colleagues stood
beaming, McConnell was asked
by reporters whether he planned
to shift the Senate to the politi-
cal middle in hopes of reaching
accord with President Barack
Obama and Democrats.

“The president continues to
send a signal that he has no in-
tention of moving toward the

middle,” said McConnell, who is
in line to become the new Sen-
ate majority leader in January. “I
was particularly distressed by the
deal he’s reached with the Chi-
nese on his current trip, which, as
I read the agreement, it requires
the Chinese to do nothing at all
for 16 years, while these carbon
emission regulations are creating
havoc in my state and other states
across the country.”

In his initial reaction, McCon-
nell said, “This unrealistic plan
that the president would dump
on his successor would ensure
higher utility rates and far fewer
jobs.”

Boehner denounced the agree-
ment as “the latest example of
the president’s crusade against
affordable, reliable energy that is
already hurting jobs and squeez-
ing middle-class families.”

The speaker, who will preside
over an increased GOP major-
ity when the new Congress con-
venes, charged in a statement
that Obama “intends to double
down on his job-crushing poli-

cies no matter how devastating
the impact,” and he pledged that
Republicans would continue to
make blocking Obama’s energy
policies a priority for the rest of
his term.

Top administration officials
made it clear Wednesday the
president would pursue some of
his top priorities despite GOP op-
position. Speaking to reporters
on a press call Wednesday, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency ad-
ministrator Gina McCarthy said
Obama has for months empha-
sized the importance of curbing
greenhouse gas emissions linked
to climate change for months.

“The president has been very
clear in the direction in which he
is moving,” McCarthy said. “He
is not changing at all.”

While there is little lawmakers
can do to block the U.S.-China
climate agreement, McConnell’s
aides have already started in-
vestigating ways they could
block or delay implementation of
the EPA’s proposed rule to limit
greenhouse gas emissions from

existing power plants, which is set
to become final next June. Rather
than pushing for an outright re-
versal of the rule before it’s fi-
nalized, according to individuals
familiar with these deliberations,
Senate Republicans are looking at
passing language that would give
states the option of not complying
with the EPA mandate until liti-
gation on the issue is resolved, or
that would bar federal authorities
from enforcing the rule.

“You can issue all the executive
orders you want. If you don’t have
any money to enforce them, they
don’t go very far,” said Rep. Tom
Cole, R-Okla. “We’re going to be
pretty aggressive in using the
power of the purse.”

McConnell’s home state of Ken-
tucky is heavily dependent on its
coal industry, and he made his
criticisms of the Obama admin-
istration’s carbon emission and
climate change policies central
themes of his re-election cam-
paign. McConnell handily won
his race in the Nov. 4 midterm
elections.

“I would welcome the president
moving to the middle,” he said.
“I’'ve said before I hope we can
do some business on trade and
maybe tax reform. First indica-
tions have not been helpful.”

McConnell said he was espe-
cially pleased to see such a large
class of incoming Republican
senators and noted that one more
may soon join up once results are
finalized in Louisiana.

Other Republicans joined Mc-
Connell and Boehner in trashing
the deal.

Sen. James Inhofe, R-OKla.,
who is widely expected to assume
the chairmanship of the Senate
Environment and Public Works
Committee in January, called the
pledges by Obama and Chinese
President Xi Jinping “hollow and
not believable,” and he suggested
that the agreement was tilted in
China’s interest.

“The United States will be re-
quired to more steeply reduce our
carbon emissions while China
won’t have to reduce anything,”
Inhofe said.

House, Senate to vote
on Keystone pipeline

By DoNNA CASSATA
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A political
gambit by an endangered Senate
Democratbroke loose long-stalled
legislation to force approval of
the Keystone XL pipeline as Con-
gress returned to a Capitol where
results of last week’s Republican
blowout are still sinking in.

Sen. Mary Landrieu, of energy-
rich Louisiana, facing an uphill
fight to hold her seat in a Dec. 6
runoff, called for the vote on ap-
proving the long-stalled pipeline
project.

Senate passage of the bill as
early as next Tuesday would force
President Barack Obama either to
sign it into law or to veto the mea-
sure just weeks after devastating
Democratic losses in the Nov. 4
elections. Obama has delayed a
decision on the pipeline, which en-
vironmentalists maintain would
have a negative impact and would
contribute to climate change.

Republicans and several mod-
erate Democrats insist that con-
struction of the pipeline would
create tens of thousands of jobs.

The pipeline is critical to Can-
ada, which needs infrastructure
in place to export its growing oil
sands production, and the Obama
administration’s delays have
caused friction between the two
countries.

The White House stopped short
of directly threatening a veto,
but spokesman Josh Earnest said
Obama takes a “dim view” of leg-
islative efforts to force action on
the project. Earnest reiterated
Obama’s preference for evaluat-
ing the pipeline through a long-
stalled State Department review.

It was unclear what impact the
votes would have on Louisiana’s
Senate race.

Republicans swept the midterm
congressional elections, wresting
control of the Senate and expand-
ing their majority in the House.
The Republicans are assured of
53 of the 100 Senate seats when
the new Congress takes office in
January. Louisiana would make
it 54.

In a speech on the Senate floor,
Landrieu spoke of bipartisanship
and her willingness to work with
Republicans. She pressed for a
speedy vote on Keystone.

J. ScotT APPLEWHITE/AP

Sen. Mary Landrieu, D-La., chair of the Senate Energy COmmlttee speaks to reporters Wednesday at
for the

the Capitol in Washington about the new urgency to get

pipeline as Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., looks on.

Echoing Landrieu’s plea were
moderate Democrats from Re-
publican states who argued for
the project that would carry oil
from Canada south to the Gulf
Coast. The southern leg of the

pipeline between Oklahoma and
Texas is already operational.

The Republican sponsor of the
bill, Sen. John Hoeven, of North
Dakota, said the measure has
the support of all 45 Republicans

and 11 Democrats in the still-
Democratic-controlled Senate.

It will be incumbent upon
Landrieu to persuade four more
Democrats to back the measure
to reach the 60-vote threshold.
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Drones used to
patrol half of
Mexican border

By ELLIOT SPAGAT
AND BRIAN SKOLOFF
The Associated Press

SIERRA VISTA, Ariz. — The
U.S. government now patrols
nearly half the Mexican border
by drones alone in a largely un-
heralded shift to control deso-
late stretches where there are no
agents, camera towers, ground
sensors or fences, and it plans to
expand the strategy to the Cana-
dian border.

It represents a significant de-
parture from a decades-old ap-
proach that emphasizes boots
on the ground and fences. Since
2000, the number of Border Pa-
trol agents on the 1,954-mile bor-
der more than doubled to surpass
18,000 and fencing multiplied
nine times to 700 miles.

Under the new approach, Pred-
ator Bs sweep remote mountains,
canyons and rivers with a high-
resolution video camera and re-
turn within three days for another
video in the same spot, according
to two officials with direct knowl-
edge of the effort on condition of
anonymity because details have
not been made public.

The two videos are then over-
laid for analysts who use sophis-
ticated software to identify tiny
changes — perhaps the tracks of
a farmer or cows, perhaps those

of immigrants who entered the
country illegally or a drug-laden
Hummer, they said.

About 92 percent of drone mis-
sions have shown no change in ter-
rain, but the others raised enough
questions to dispatch agents to
determine if someone got away,
sometimes by helicopter because
the area is so remote. The agents
look for any sign of human activity
— footprints, broken twigs, trash.

About 4 percent of missions
have been false alarms, like
tracks of livestock or farmers, and
about 2 percent are inconclusive.
The remaining 2 percent offer
evidence of illegal crossings from
Mexico, which typically result in
the planting of ground sensors for
closer monitoring.

The government has operated
about 10,000 drone flights under
the strategy, known internally
as ‘“change detection,” since it
began in March 2013. The flights
currently cover about 900 miles,
much of it in Texas, and are ex-
pected to expand to the Canadian
border by the end of 2015.

The purpose is to assign agents
where illegal activity is highest,
said R. Gil Kerlikowske, com-
missioner of Customs and Border
Protection, the Border Patrol’s
parent agency, which operates
nine unmanned aircraft across
the country.

School district removes
calendar’s religious names

By Ben NuckoLs
The Associated Press

Presented with the opportunity
to recognize a Muslim holiday on
the school calendar for the first
time, leaders of Maryland’s larg-
est school district went a different
direction: They removed all men-
tion of religious holidays from the
calendar.

Many school districts nation-
wide don’t spell out religious
holidays on the calendar, hav-
ing replaced “Christmas Break”
with the secular “Winter Break.”
But school officials in Montgom-
ery County, Md., a wealthy and
diverse Washington suburb, are
being criticized for the impetus
behind their decision: a push by
Muslims to close schools on the
Eid holy days.

Muslim activists had asked
the board to note on next year’s
calendar that Yom Kippur, a day
‘when schools are already closed,
is also Eid al-Adha. The two holi-
days do not always fall on the
same date. But the board rejected

that proposal, instead voting 7-1
to close schools on the same days
as usual without mentioning their
religious associations.

As aresult, Christians and Jews
are upset at the removal of their
holidays from the calendar, and
Muslims are upset that theirs
weren't included. Conservative
bloggers seized on the decision as
partof a perceived “war on Christ-

as” by secular forces. Muslims
accused the board of hiding be-
hind secularism to protect more
established communities.

“It was a no-win situation for
us,” school board chairman Phil
Kaufman said.

The Constitution bars pub-
lic schools from using religious
holidays as a reason for closing.
Schools can close only if opening
would significantly affect their
operation — essentially, because
so many students and teachers
would be absent that the school
couldn’t function. That’s why
the county opted to close schools
on the two Jewish high holidays
starting in the 1970s.

A window washer

WABC/AP

and 1 World Trade Center on
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World Trade Center scaffold
mishap under investigation

By JAKE PEARSON
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Investigators
are looking into the collapse of a
World Trade Center scaffold that
left two window washers dangling
from the nation’s tallest skyscrap-
er, 1 World Trade Center.

The workers were trapped 68
stories above the street when a
cable suddenly developed slack
Wednesday.

The workers held on to the tee-
tering platform for two agonizing
hours. One called his wife during
the ordeal, fearful that it might
be his last opportunity to speak
to her.

Firefighters used diamond

cutters to saw through a double-
layered window and pulled the
men to safety.

The dramatic rescue, coming a
little more than a week after the
building officially opened, was
followed by throngs of New York-
ers watching from the ground
and many more around the world
‘watching on live TV.

The window washers, Juan
Lizama and Juan Lopez, were
working on the south side of the
lower Manhattan building when
one of the platform’s four cables
abruptly gave way, Fire Com-
missioner Daniel Nigro said.
The open-topped platform tilted
sharply and swayed slightly be-
tween the 68th and 69th floors,

he said.

“It suddenly went from hori-
zontal to nearly vertical,” Nigro
said.

Officials haven't determined
what caused the cable problem,
the fire commissioner said.

It was unclear whether any-
thing about the design of the
1,776-foot-tall, 104-story sky-
scraper complicates working on
the window-washing scaffolds,
which went into service in June.

The silvery, $3.9 billion sky-
scraper that rose from the ashes
of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attack opened last week to 175
employees of magazine publisher
Conde Nast.

Study: Pot changes brains of young users

By KeLLy GILBLOM
Bloomberg News

Heavy marijuana users had
different brain shapes and lower
1Qs than nonusers in a newly pub-
lished study, suggesting a poten-
tial danger to young people who
abuse the drug.

The research in this week’s
Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences used mag-
netic resonance imaging to mea-
sure people who used marijuana
three times per day on average.
The users had smaller amounts
of gray matter and increased con-
nectivity in the orbitofrontal cor-
tex — a section associated with
decision-making and response to

rewards — and the changes were
more pronounced in people who
had started using earlier.

The study adds to a growing
collection of evidence that mari-
juana alters the young brain, just
as more parts of the U.S. are de-
criminalizing the drug and more
young people are using it. Cur-
rent research indicates the brain
doesn’t reach maturity until age
25 or 30, and people should hold
off heavy pot use before then,
said Francesca Filbey, who co-
authored the study.

The data included 48 heavy
marijuana users, 28 years old on
average, plus 62 nonusers of the
same genders and ages. The re-
search, which controlled for al-

cohol and tobacco use, suggested
people who used frequently had
increased connectivity in their
brains — possibly compensating
for the effects of drug use, Filbey
said.

After about five years of drug
use, the increased connectivity
dropped off, which could mean
that the brain was no longer able
to make up for the negative ef-
fects of the marijuana. The ear-
lier someone started, the worse
the result.

Study participants who con-
sumed marijuana also scored
lower on IQ tests than nonusers,
though the study didn’t draw a
correlation between those results
and brain differences.
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The timing of the health law’s
expanded coverage couldn’t have been
better Shawn Turner, 54, a medical
transcriptionist in central lllinois.

Nick of time

hawn Turner didn’t realize it when
the health insurance program de-
buted, but she would become a dra-
matic example of its purpose.

A 54-year-old medical transcriptionist
in the tiny Illinois village of Cisco, Turner
had gotten health benefits through her job
for 15 years. “The main reason I worked
was to get the health insurance,” she said.

Then, last year, she lost coverage when
her employer outsourced her work to an
Internet-based transcription service. Her
husband, Lloyd, who owns an auto body
shop, had been on her policy so he lost his
insurance, too.

In December, the Turners signed up for
a “silver,” or medium grade, plan on the
new government website listing policies
available. They would pay $236 a month
and the government would pay the insur-
ance company $830 a month, a subsidy
based on their estimated $22,000 income.
Their deductible was $750.

A few weeks after her coverage started,
she was suddenly doubled over with ab-
dominal pain that sent her to the emergen-
cy room. It was uterine cancer.

“I was in shock, just kind of numb,” she
said.

From late January through July she en-
dured two surgeries and chemotherapy.
Blue Cross Blue Shield covered more than
$265,000 in medical bills, a sum that oth-
erwise “could have wiped us out, I would
imagine,” she said.

Today, Turner said, her doctors be-
lieve she’s cancer-free. Her once-lustrous
brown hair is beginning to grow back after
chemotherapy. She’s preparing to look for
a part-time job as her strength returns.
The Turners were able to keep their small
house on the edge of town surrounded by
corn and soybean fields.

“We got to keep our livelihood and we
didn’t become a detriment to society and
our hospitals got paid,” Lloyd Turner said.

A search for a specialist

ince and Patty Mastracco, an en-

terprising Northern California

couple, have always preferred

to take care of themselves. He’s
a self-described “house rat,” a real estate
agent who loves to show houses and meet
new people. She’s a food stylist and recipe
consultant with a bright collection of cam-
era-friendly blouses ready for her TV cook-
ing appearances.

They purchased their policies before the
Affordable Care Act and never had diffi-
culty getting care. Last year, they chose a
similarly priced “bronze” policy on Cali-
fornia’s version of the health marketplace.

“I did not expect to be 100 percent happy
with the changes, but at the same time I
did not expect we would receive less bang
for our buck,” said Vince, 63.

A lump on Patty’s knee led to a madden-
ing search for a bone specialist who would
accept their insurance. Four orthopedists
rejected her without much explanation. An
MRI showed the lump was probably noth-

tories

of how new
health care law
affected Americans

By Carra K. JoHNSON
The Associated Press

‘ore than 7 million people have signed up for private health insurance
under the system introduced last year for those who were uninsured
or had policies considered substandard.

What happened to them since has varied greatly.

Many have been happy with their new insurance, according to polls. Others
are encountering a variety of snags — high premiums, telephone runarounds or
difficulty getting care. Together their experiences provide a glimpse of how the
largest social program launched since Medicare has worked out for the people

involved.

With lessons learned, the program enters its second year with enrollment be-

ginning Saturday.

More for more

or 10 years, Steve Duchesne, 49,

carefully purchased health insur-

ance that covered what he believed

his family of five needed — cata-
strophic illness and injury — and omitted
what it didn’t, such as full vision care ser-
vices and treatment for drug abuse.

Now, under the new system, he has more
insurance than he’s ever had, but at a high-
er cost, and he’s not happy about it.

The public relations consultant’s old
plan was canceled because it didn’t include
all the minimum services required under
the new law. His monthly health insur-
ance costs have risen from $645 a month
to $1,033 a month for the new policy.

“We’re a middle-class family with what
I consider a middle-class income for our
area,” said Duchesne, who lives in Redon-
do Beach, Calif. No subsidies were avail-
able for a family of five with a household
income of more than $110,000.

Duchesne said he’s had to drop his adult
dental coverage, reduce his contribution to
his individual retirement account and cut
other household expenses to make up the

Nick U/AP

Steve Duchesne has more insurance than
he’s ever had, but at higher cost, and
he’s not happy about it.

cost difference.

“The idea the government would destroy
my health insurance policy — one that I
was satisfied with, which met our needs
and was affordable — and force us to buy a
new product that’s 60 percent more expen-
sive, is shocking to me,” Duchesne said.

Morry Gas/AP

Pat Barone signed up for a new health
plan last year that costs her just $50

a month, but technical glitches with
HealthCare.gov have kept her in constant
fear of losing her insurance.

Perseverance required

at Barone has the willpower to

lose 90 pounds and keep it off.

She turned that perseverance into

a weight-loss coaching business
that has led to speaking engagements and
clients on four continents.

But her resolve has been tested by the
new health insurance system.

After losing her insurance following a
divorce in 2013, Barone, 59, of Madison,
Wis., signed up for a new health plan last
year that costs her just $50 a month and
also covers her 21-year-old son.

But the technical snafus have been end-
less. In July she began getting requests
from the plan’s government administrator
to send paperwork verifying her citizen-
ship and income or her coverage would be

ter d. She got the but the
system’s website, HealthCare.gov, wouldn’t
upload them.

“When I finally got someone on the
phone, they instructed me to mail the doc-
uments in. I did that, but I am being bar-
raged by monthly email, snail mail and
phone calls to get my documents filed, or I
will lose coverage,” Barone said.

The letters, she said, “are kind of de-
manding and threatening.” For now she’s
decided to take the assurances from opera-
tors at the HealthCare.gov telephone help
line that she can ignore the warnings. She
hopes they’re right.

Despite the problems, she said, she’s de-
lighted with the coverage. “It’s a godsend
to those of us who don’t have other alter-
natives,” Barone said. “I have used it for
preventive care with no problems.”

Vince and Patty Mastracco have been
unable to find a specialist who would
accept their insurance.

Ricn PepRONCELLI/AP

ing, but she wanted a specialist to look.

“To date we still have not identified a
doctor that accepts our insurance and will
accept her as a patient,” Vince said. It’s a
common pattern with the most economi-
cal policies: The insurance companies
are paying doctors lower rates so fewer
are joining their networks. A recent small
national survey conducted by the Urban
Institute found that 14 percent of newly
insured adults with marketplace plans say
they’ve had trouble finding a doctor.

“I believe that this is a case where, by
design, (our plan) is now being made to re-
semble an HMO,” he said, referring to the
health maintenance organizations that in-
spired a patient backlash in the 1990s for
limiting care. “An inferior HMO.”

The couple will be shopping for a
new policy this year, hoping for a better
network.
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Global
leaders
wrap up
Asia talks

The Associated Press

NAYPYITAW, Myanmar —
President Barack Obama and
other world leaders wrapping
up a series of summits in Myan-
mar on Thursday were expected
to offer expressions of concern
about issues ranging from terri-
torial disputes in the South China
Sea to the Islamic State group but
no firm recommendations.

Some experts still say the meet-
ing is more than just a talk shop,
and that it is a chance for political
foes to sit down together in a safe
atmosphere.

Millions of dollars are spent
hosting Association of Southeast
Asian Nations and the East Asia
summits, and Myanmar ran the
two-day event in its purpose-built
capital Naypyitaw with military-
like discipline.

Presidents and prime ministers
from 10 Southeast Asian nations
met Wednesday and were joined
Thursday by Obama and leaders
from China, India, South Korea
and Thailand, among others.

Here are highlights from the
draft “final” statements, which
were written ahead of the meet-
ings and circulated before the
talks began:

mThe South China Sea.
Territorial disputes in the South
China Sea, which is of tremendous
strategic importance to everyone,
including Washington, need to be
solved peacefully and through
dialogue. Southeast Asian nations
and China should work toward the
early conclusion of a Code of Con-
duct in the South China Sea.

mEbola. Ebola poses a global
threat to peace and security and
relief assistance is needed to
help fight the deadly virus in the
hardest-hit West Africa nations,
home to most of the world’s 5,000
deaths. When necessary, leaders
from Southeast Asian nations will
seek technical assistance from
the World Health Organization to
help detect and respond to public
health threats.

mislamic State group. Par-
ticipants reiterated that they sup-
ported efforts to restore law and
order inside Iraq as it — and the
world at large — struggles with
threats posed by the Islamic State
group. They called on Iraq and
international partners to ensure
the protection of civilians and ac-
cess to humanitarian assistance
for those affected by the conflict.
They demanded the immediate,
safe and unconditional release of
all those who are kept hostage by
the group or associated individu-
als and entities.

The Association of South-
east Asian Nations summit on
Wednesday and the East Asia
Summit on Thursday bring to-
gether more than 18 leaders.
They include Obama, Chinese
Premier Li Kegiang, Russian
Prime Minister Dmitry Med-
vedev, South Korean President
Park Geun-hye and Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

ESA/AP

A photo created from different images taken with the CIVA camera system released Thursday shows
Rosetta’s lander, Philae, safely on the surface of Comet 67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko.

A comet with a view

European Space Agency releases 1st image from lander

The Associated Press

BERLIN — The European
Space Agency on Thursday pub-
lished the first image taken from
the surface of a comet, and said
that its Philae lander is still “sta-
ble” despite a failure to latch on
properly to the rocky terrain.

The lander scored a historic
first Wednesday, touching down
on comet 67P/Churyumov-Gera-
simenko after a decadelong, 4 bil-
lion-mile journey through space
aboard its mother ship, Rosetta.

Scientists’  jubilation  was
slightly dampened because the
harpoons which were meant to
anchor the lander to the surface
failed to deploy, causing it to
bounce twice before it came to

rest on the comet’s nucleus.

“Philae is stable, sitting on the
nucleus and is producing data,”
Gerhard Schwehm, a scientist
on the Rosetta mission, told The
Associated Press. “The lander is
very healthy.”

The photo sent back to Earth
shows a rocky surface, with one
of the lander’s 3 feet in the corner
of the frame.

Scientists are still analyzing
what effect the two bounces had
on the spacecraft and plan to re-
lease further details. Commu-
nication with the lander is slow,
with signals taking more than 28
minutes to travel some 300 mil-
lion miles between Earth and the
Rosetta orbiter.

Schwehm said it may still be

possible to fire the harpoons
but that would be done only if it
doesn’t imperil the lander.

Another key question is wheth-
er Philae’s drill can be used to
extract samples from beneath
the surface without pushing the
lander into space. Gravity on
the comet is 1/100,000th that of
Earth, meaning the washing ma-
chine-sized lander weighs just
0.04 ounces there.

Philae and Rosetta will use 21
instruments to analyze the comet
over the coming months. Scien-
tists hope the $1.6 billion project
will help them better understand
comets and other celestial ob-
jects, as well as possibly answer
questions about the origins of
life on Earth.

Poll: Latin America steadily drops Catholicism

The Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO — Latin
Americans born into Roman
Catholic families have increas-
ingly left the faith for Protestant
churches, while many others
have dropped organized religion
altogether in a major shift in the
region’s religious identity, ac-
cording to a survey released
Thursday.

While 84 percent of Latin
American adults report they
were raised Catholic, only 69 per-
cent currently identify as such,
said the Pew Research Center in
Washington. At the same time,
Protestants have gained mem-
bers. About one in 10 Latin Amer-
icans were raised Protestant, but
nearly one in five now call them-

selves Protestant. About 4 per-
cent of Latin Americans report
they were raised with no religion,
but 8 percent say they have no tie
to any faith.

The survey, conducted between
October 2013 and February 2014,
outlines the challenge for Catho-
lic leaders in a region that was
once a stronghold for the faith.
Latin America still has about 425
million Catholics, or 40 percent of
adherents worldwide, according
to the poll. But the exodus from
the church continues.

The losses were part of the rea-
son for the 2013 election of Pope
Francis, the former archbishop of
Buenos Aires, Argentina, who is
the first Latin American pontiff.
In most countries of the region,

two-thirds or more respondents
held positive views of Francis. But
the authors of the Pew report said
former Catholics are more skepti-
cal of the pope than those still in
the church, with only a majority
of ex-Catholics in Argentina and
Uruguay viewing him favorably.

According to Pew, the percent-
age of Catholic-born people flock-
ing to Protestant churches has
steadily grown in recent decades
in nearly all 18 countries and
Puerto Rico where the poll was
conducted. “In most of the coun-
tries surveyed, at least a third of
current Protestants were raised
in the Catholic Church, and half
or more say they were baptized
as Catholics,” the authors of the
report said.

Indian doctor
denies role in
sterilization
deaths of 13

The Associated Press

NEW DELHI — The doctor
who conducted sterilization pro-
cedures after which 13 women
died in central India was arrest-
ed but insisted he didn’t do any-
thing wrong — even though he
said he used to perform up to 10
times more surgeries a day than
allowed.

Dr. R.K. Gupta, who had been
hiding since Saturday’s opera-
tions, was arrested at a relative’s
home near Bilaspur city late
Wednesday, said Dr. S.K. Man-
dal, the chief medical officer of
Chhattisgarh state.

Gupta denied responsibility for
the deaths and blamed medica-
tion given to the women after the
surgeries.

A total of 83 women had the
surgeries as part of a free gov-
ernment-run mass sterilization
campaign and were sent home
that evening. Dozens became ill
and were rushed in ambulances
to private hospitals in Bilaspur.

Mandal said at least 13 women
died and dozens more were hospi-
talized, including at least 16 who
are fighting for their lives.

Gupta had performed the 83
surgeries in six hours — a clear
breach of government protocol,
which prohibits surgeons from
performing more than 30 steril-
izations in a day, Mandal said. He
said investigators were also trying
to determine whether the women,
all of them poor villagers, had
been given tainted medicines.

“I am not guilty. I have been
performing surgeries for a long
time and there has never been
any problem,” Gupta told report-
ers in Bilaspur around the time of
his arrest.

“I have a history of complet-
ing up to 200 to 300 surgeries in
one day,” he said. “There are no
written guidelines, but what we
have been told verbally is that we
shouldn’t perform more than 30
operations in a day.”

He said the patients began
throwing up and complaining
of dizziness and weakness after
they were given medication fol-
lowing the operations.

Gupta has been charged with
culpable homicide not amounting
to murder, local Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Pawan Dev told the
Press Trust of India news agency.
If found guilty he would face a
maximum punishment of life in
prison.

Experts say the deaths are the
result of a lack of medical over-
sight and because of sterilization
targets set by the Indian gov-
ernment as part of its efforts to
stabilize the country’s booming
population.

In the 1970s, Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi imposed a policy of
forcibly sterilizing men who had
already fathered two children.
Opponents said the program tar-
geted unmarried and poor men,
with doctors given bonuses for op-
erating on low-income patients.
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ashing after a ball or tumbling off

a couch make dogs up to 10 times

as likely to get surgery on a key

| knee ligament that is similar to
I the one athletes often injure.

Playing sports like soccer, basketball or vol-
leyball can lead people to traumatically tear
their anterior cruciate ligament, more com-
monly known as the ACL, during games or
practices. Dogs can get hurt that way, too, but
Brenda Mader gives it’s more likely their subtle tears will grow

her 7-year-old service over time from an everyday strain to a painful
dog, Max, a ride on her obstacle because of the animals’ high level of
scooter in Lewisburg, activity.

“I think the average dog is infinitely more
athletic than the average person,” said Dr.
Ross Lirtzman, a veterinary surgeon at Ari-
zona Canine Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
Group.

While dogs are living longer and becom-
ing bigger parts of people’s lives, more pet
owners are getting the surgeries for their
pets, Lirtzman said. But with increasing in-

terest in the operations comes potential pit-
falls. Veterinary care isn’t as well-regulated
as the medical industry, so heartbreak can
follow if pet owners fail to get a qualified
surgeon for the operation.

The surgeries worked for Molly, a 3-
year-old, 65-pound pit bull, who lives with
her owner in the Phoenix suburb of Scott-
sdale. The dog got her first surgery after
being injured in December 2012. Just as
it was healing, the ligament in her other
knee gave out and she underwent a second
operation, owner Leonard Sands said.

“Everything she was able to do prior to

| surgery, she was able to do after,” Sands
said. “She still can’t beat the greyhounds
at the dog park, but she swims, hikes,
climbs and runs like crazy.”

Since the surgeries, she has become a
certified therapy dog, is a regular at chil-
dren’s and veteran’s hospitals and keeps

up with Sands, 68, and his wife, who live
on a golf course and go hiking, walk-
ing and bike riding.

Dogs don’t have an ACL, but a

similar cranial cruciate ligament, or
CrCL. Lirtzman doesn’t believe the
numbers of dogs getting knee ligament
operations have changed much since fig-
ures were published about five years
ago in the Journal of the American
Veterinary Medical Association.
The  journal estimated just over 1
million CrCL surger-
ies were being done
each year.

About 200,000
people are diag-
nosed with ACL
tears annually.
About half get
surgery, and the

rest are treated with
I rest, rehabilitation and
| a special brace to keep the knee from shift-
| ing, said Dr. Alan Reznik, an orthopedic sur-
| geon who specializes in sports medicine at

Yale University School of Medicine and has a

| private practice in New Haven, Conn.

DOGS TOPPING
PEOPLE IN NEED
OF KNEE SURGERY

By Sue MANNING
The Associated Press

Dog surgery can cost up to $5,000, depend-
Leonard Sands | ing on location, while ACL surgery can cost as
poses with his dog, | much as $27,000, according to the American
Molly, in Fountain | Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons. Many pro-
Hills, Ariz. Molly, | fessional athletes have come back from suc-
a 3-year-old, 65-

| cessful ACL surgery, but it takes a year out of
their careers, said Reznik, an academy member
| who’s performed thousands of operations and

pound pit bull, got
her first surgery
after being injured

@ written two books — “I've Fallen and I Can Get
in December Up” and “The Knee and Shoulder Handbook.”
2012. Just as Surgery gave a boost to Max, Brenda Mader’s
it was healing, 7-year-old service dog, after his left knee gave
the ligament in out.

her other knee “When he’s down, 'm down; and when I'm
gave out and | down, he’s down,” said Mader, 51, of Lewisburg,
she underwent ‘1 Pa., who has multiple sclerosis. Max has been
a second | with her five years, helping her keep her balance,
operation.

| shop at the grocery store and do laundry.

| These days, when they play, Mader keeps the

| ball on the ground so Max won’t jump, but if she

| falls or can’t turn in bed, she doesn’t hesitate to
call him for help.

CaroL Sanps/AP
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Two combat swimmers with the Maritime Unit of the Office of Strategic Services conduct a training exercise in 1944 in Helford, England, for a mission to destroy
German submarine pens in France during World War II.

Before SEALS

Book recounts
history of WWII's
combat swimmers

By Caris CArRoLA
The Associated Press

ALBANY, N.Y. — Before there
were heavily armed Navy SEALs
conducting nighttime helicopter
raids, there were guys like Frank
Monteleone landing on beaches in
the dark on two-man motorized
rafts dubbed “flying mattresses.”

The Brooklyn-born Monteleone
was a member of an elite com-
mando force within the Office of
Strategic Services, the precur-
sor to the CIA. Created after the
United States entered World War
11, the OSS pioneered many of the
intelligence-gathering techniques
and commando-style tactics used
by today’s U.S. special forces.

The spy agency’s Maritime
Unit, formed in 1943, shares the
credit for setting the foundation
for what would become the Navy
SEALSs, created in 1962 dur-
ing President John J. Kennedy’s
administration.

Often armed only with knives
and wearing nothing more than
swim trunks and flippers, the
Maritime Unit’s combat swim-
mers and other operatives car-
ried out clandestine missions in
the Atlantic, Pacific and Mediter-
ranean theaters of World War II.
Their story is told in a book pub-
lished last month, “First SEALS:
The Untold Story of the Forging

Juuie Jacosson/AP

Frank Monteleone was a Navy
radio operator and fluent in
Italian, a combination that
got him recruited to join the
Maritime Unit of the OSS.

of America’s Most Elite Unit.”

The book’s release comes as
two members of the SEAL team
that killed Osama bid Laden in
2011 are making headlines and
drawing criticism from U.S. mili-
tary authorities for going public
about their roles in taking down
the terrorist leader inside his
compound in Pakistan.

“I've always wanted to do a
book on these (World War II)
guys,” said author Patrick K.
O’Donnell. “The bin Laden raid
was sort of the culmination of
what all these men had built from
1943 t0 1945.”

O’Donnell, the author of eight
previous books on WWII military
and intelligence history, had met
Monteleone 15 years ago while
researching a book on the OSS,
which was led by Gen. William
“Wild Bill” Donovan, a Buffalo-
born Wall Street lawyer. For the
Maritime Unit, Donovan’s OSS

NaTIONAL ARCHIVES/AP

Members of the combat swimmers and other OSS operatives launch a mission from a submarine in the
ific in 1

South Pacifi 945.

recruiters sought out yachtsmen,
Olympic-caliber swimmers and
California “beach rats” — life-
guards and surfers.

Monteleone, the son of Italian
immigrants, was recruited by
the OSS because he spoke fluent
Italian and was trained as a Navy
radio operator.

“The radio operator was the
key to the mission,” O’Donnell
said. “If you could not send and
receive information on missions
behind the lines, you were dead.”

Monteleone, 89, said he went
through “all kinds of training”
with the OSS, including demoli-
tion and hand-to-hand combat,
but had missed out on parachute
training, a must for any OSS
operator.

Once in the Mediterranean
Theater, his detachment was
assigned to the British Eighth
Army.

“When they sent me to the Brit-
ish, they wanted to know if I had

p training,” Monteleone, a
retired tailor living in Staten Is-
land, told The Associated Press in
phone interview. “I said no, and
they gave it to me right then and
there.”

Monteleone said he conducted
dangerous missions nearly the
entire length of Italy, from the
beaches at Anzio to the Alps,
often working with Italian parti-
sans behind the lines.

Some of the missions entailed
landing on beaches at night using
the inflated craft that resembled

mattresses and were powered by
silent electrical motors. Montele-
one and his Italian comrades had
another name for the teardrop-
shaped vessel: “tartuga,” Italian
for turtle.

About 13,000 people served in
the OSS during the war, but only
a few hundred were in the Mari-
time Unit.

O’Donnell believes Monteleone
may be one of the last still living.

Another member included in
the book is Gordon Soltau, a com-
bat swimmer considered one of
the Navy’s first “frogmen.”

Soltau, who starred for the San
Francisco 49ers during the 1950s,
died in California at 89 on Oct. 26,
just days before “First SEALs”
was published.
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By RAcHEL ZoLL
The Associated Press

Michael Lindsay
thought he was on
safe political ground
® when he signed the
letter.

President Barack Obama was
about to expand job protection for
gays employed by federal contrac-
tors. Under the proposed changes,
faith-based charities with federal
grants worried they could lose the
right to hire and fire according to
their religious beliefs. Religious
leaders flooded the White House
with pleas to maintain or broaden
the exemption.

Among them was one endorsed
by Lindsay, president of Gor-
don College, a small evangelical
school, and 13 evangelical and
Roman Catholic leaders.

In the end, Obama left the exist-
ing exemption in place. But it was
no victory for Lindsay.

His stand last July came at
a cost — to him and the school
— that he never anticipated: bro-
ken relationships with nearby cit-
ies, the loss of a key backer for a
federal grant, a review by the re-
gional college accrediting agency,
and campus protest and alumni
pushback over whether the school
should maintain its ban on “homo-
sexual practice” as part of its life
and conduct standards.

“I signed the letter as a way of
trying to show my personal sup-
port,” Lindsay said during an in-
terview at the Wenham campus,
about 25 miles north of Boston.
“Obviously, if I had known the re-
sponse that in particular Gordon
College would receive, I wouldn’t
sign.”

Lindsay had learned the hard
‘way just how much gay rights had
been dividing members of his own
community and driving a wedge
between his school and local
communities.

Changing landscape

Gordon is among the many con-
servative religious institutions
struggling to find their place in
a landscape rapidly changing in
favor of gay rights. Their view of
marriage as the union of one man
and one woman is being chal-
lenged not only from outside, but
also from within their own faith
communities, and once-comfort-
able partnerships with public
organizations are being re-evalu-
ated according to new terms.

After coming under fire for its
ban on hiring faculty in same-sex
relationships, Eastern Mennonite
University in Virginia decided this
year to delay a decision on whether
to uphold the policy, which means
it won’t be enforced for now. World
Vision, a Christian international
relief agency based in Washington
state, said last March it would hire
employees in gay marriages, but
quickly backtracked after draw-
ing condemnation from evangeli-
cal leaders and losing thousands
of donors.

At several evangelical colleges,
students have formed advocacy
groups for gay acceptance, such as
OneWheaton, at Wheaton College

The stand

Evangelical college’s position
on gay rights causes uproar

The school

Gordon College in Wenham, Mass.
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The controversy

The college’s mission statement is
near the entrance. Gordon College is among
the many conservative religious institutions

a land:
rapidly changing in favor of gay rights.

struggling to find their place

in Illinois.

Lindsay’s support for an exemp-
tion from a civil right for gays un-
leashed long-simmering campus
tensions over the school’s asser-
tion that it has created a safe place
for lesbian and gay students, while
maintaining a conduct policy that
singles them out. The school bars
sex outside of marriage for every-
one in the Gordon community,
while also specifically banning
“homosexual practice.” OneGor-
don, a group for gay students,
alumni and their allies, is now
pressing the college to eliminate
the language.

“There should be the same sex-
ual ethic for LGBT and heterosex-
ual students,” said Paul O. Miller,
an alumnus and co-founder of
OneGordon.

The uproar over Lindsay’s letter
also prompted local community
leaders to take another look at Gor-
don’s policies. The college hires
gays and lesbians, but effectively
requires them to be celibate.

TR ‘
The president

rdon College President D. Michael
dsay signed a letter against expanded

job protection for gays employed by federal
contractors. “I signed the letter as a way
of trying to show my personal support,” he

said. “Obviously, if | had known the response
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Mayor Kim Driscoll, of Salem,
responded by ending Gordon’s
contract to manage the city’s
Old Town Hall. Salem’s Peabody
Essex Museum ended its academ-
ic relationship with the school and
withdrew support for Gordon’s

that in particular Gordon College would
receive, | wouldn't sign.”

The reaction

Paul 0. Miller, a 2008 Gordon College graduate
and founder of OneGordon, an LGBT rights
group, speaks during an interview ii
“There should be the same sexual ethic for
LGBT and heterosexual students,” Miller said.

Boston.

installed art in public elementary
schools, distributed toys and gift
cards at Christmas and helped
students with their homework.
Gordon had an office downtown,
with a director who joined the
boards of several local service
agencies.

grant application to the National
End for the F ities.
The New England Association of
Schools & Colleges started a re-
view of the controversy.

Some community leaders said
they didn’t know before that Gor-
don was an evangelical institution,
or didn’t fully understand what
that meant.

“I had no idea that Gordon was
even a Christian school,” said Rick
Starbard, a Lynn public school
teacher for 14 years and a School
Committee member for five. The
committee voted 4-3 in late Au-
gust to end its 11-year partnership
between Gordon and Lynn public
schools over Lindsay’s position.
Thousands of Gordon volunteers
had taught English to refugees,

“Anybody can have the personal
beliefs that they want, but it does
become different when you play
in a public school,” said Starbard,
who nonetheless voted to keep the
partnership with Gordon. “I think
there was a knee-jerk reaction to
this and people didn’t think out the
long-term implications.”

Tucked into a forested corner
of a small town, Gordon is known
for staying out of public fights on
divisive social issues. When the
Massachusetts Supreme Court
recognized same-sex marriage in
2003, making the state the first in
the country to do so, then-Gordon
President Judson Carlberg issued
no public statement.

Among its peers in Christian

higher education, Gordon sits on
the liberal end of the spectrum.
The college upholds the Bible as
the authoritative word of God
while providing the “freedom to
offer constructive criticism of this
tradition.”

Evolution is taught in the sci-
ence program. Draped nude
models are used for art students
learning to draw the body — un-
usual in Christian art programs.
An alcohol ban is only for campus
and school events, instead of the
blanket prohibition sometimes
found at other evangelical schools.
The 1,700 or so undergraduates
are encouraged to respect differ-
ent views of what it means to be
Christian.

“Unity does not mean same-
ness,” Gordon professor Sharon
Ketcham told students at a chapel
service this semester. “Noone here
is asking you to be the same.”

Yet, the school is grounded in
conservative Christian beliefs. At
the campus entrance, on a sign
between two granite pillars, the
school spells out its mission to
instill “Christian character” in
students.

“I'm OK in civil society for
there to be civil unions, insurance
rights, domestic partnerships, all
those kinds of things,” Lindsay
said. “But the difference here I
think we need to pay attention to
— this is a religious institution that
presumably might be asked to be-
tray one of its core convictions.”

Easing controversy

Lindsay said he has received
several offers from legal groups
who want to represent Gordon in
lawsuits that would allege the bro-
ken partnerships amounted to un-
constitutional retaliation for free
speech. He insists he will not take
that path. Instead, he has been
working to ease the controversy.

He has met with faculty and
staff and with gay students and
alumni. He spoke to a teachers’
union in nearby Georgetown,
which agreed to continue to host
Gordon student-teachers, and sent
letters to superintendents of other
public schools where Gordon stu-
dents trained.

When the fall semester began,
Lindsay went to the dorms over
two nights to answer questions
from undergraduates. Gordon has
formed a working group including
trustees, students, administrators
and faculty to address some of the
concerns raised about the chal-
lenges for gay students on cam-
pus. The group, which includes a
gay student and some faculty who
oppose the current life and con-
duct statement, will meet through
February.

Lindsay said he wouldn’t be tak-
ing public stands in the future on
any politically charged issues.

“He made a mistake in signing
it,” said James Trent, a sociolo-
gist and Gordon professor for 11
years who supports eliminating
the ban on “homosexual prac-
tice.” “The middle ground begins
to wear when you’re oppressing
people. How do you slightly op-
press someone?”
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Path to replace last icebreaker not clear

US ability to reach Arctic might be at
risk without breakthrough on funding

By ELLEN KNICKMEYER
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — The last
U.S. icebreaker capable of crush-
ing through the thickest ice of the
Antarctic and Arctic resumed its
mission after the latest repairs
to postpone its already past-due
retirement.

Climate change makes the 38-
year-old Polar Star Icebreaker’s
science and security missions
ever more vital, according to sci-
entists and other backers of re-
building the country’s dwindling
ice fleet.

The ship headed home to Seat-
tle on Tuesday before starting its
new assignment, said U.S. Coast
Guard spokeswoman Chief War-
rant Officer Allyson Conroy.

Earlier Tuesday, crew members
of the Coast Guard vessel drilled
before leaving the former naval
shipyard at Mare Island, across
the bay from San Francisco.
Shipyard workers replaced worn,
18-foot-high propellers for refit-
ting and carried out other work
on the country’s sole remaining
heavy icebreaker, now eight years
beyond its scheduled decommis-
sioning date. The icebreaker is
expected to head for Antarctica
shortly after Thanksgiving.

By late January, the Polar Star
will loom over the western Ant-
arctic on its key annual mission
— breaking through ice for the
yearly resupply of U.S. research-
ers at the McMurdo Research
Station and another research cen-
ter at the South Pole.

With 75,000 horsepower and
a hull strong enough to batter
through 6 feet of ice at running

al
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speed, the Polar Star is the only
operational U.S. vessel capable
of getting the food, fuel and re-
search material to the two Ant-
arctic research stations.

If they “didn’t get that resupply,
it would shut down or severely
curtail the amount of science” at
the two U.S. Antarctic centers,
Capt. Matt Walker, the Polar
Star’s commander, said Monday
afternoon from the Polar Star,
with the icebreaker’s gangway up
for departure.

“It puts a huge weight of re-
sponsibility that we cannot fail,
we cannot suffer catastrophic
casualty to our equipment, be-
cause the resupply of McMurdo
wouldn’t occur,” Walker said.
“We have no redundancy in the
U.S. system.”

Engine troubles in 2010 took the
only other heavy U.S. icebreaker,
the Polar Sea, out of service.

The U.S. Coast Guard has one
other icebreaker, a medium-size
one, which mainly works in the
Arctic. The National Science
Foundation has a still-lighter ice-
breaker for research. The Rus-
sian government, by contrast, has
18 icebreakers, including four
nuclear-powered and operation-
al heavy icebreakers. Russia on
Monday announced the planned
start of work on a new icebreaker
to supply that country’s growing
military presence in the Arctic
and tug Russian combat ships
through Arctic ice.

While the Obama adminis-
tration, Congress and the Coast
Guard all say maintaining at least
one heavy icebreaker is essential
for maintaining U.S. security

U.S. Coast Guarp/AP

The U.S. Coast Guard’s Polar Star Icebreaker is the country’s last
vessel capable of breaking through the heaviest ice of the Arctic
Circle, and resupplying the U.S. polar research station there. At 38
years old, it's a decade past its decommissioning date.

and science, no funding propos-
als have yet gained momentum to
have a new heavy U.S. icebreaker
built before age forces the Polar
Star out of service, any time from
five to 20 years from now.
Without active heavy icebreak-

ers, “the control of the Arctic is in
the hands of Russia,” Rep. John
Garamendi, of California, the
ranking Democrat on the House
subcommittee that oversees the
Coast Guard and maritime af-
fairs, said Tuesday.
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The Arctic is estimated to hold
more than 10 percentofthe world’s
undiscovered oil reserves, nearly
one-third of undiscovered gas
reserves, and remains a strategi-
cally critical area for the United
States, congressional researchers
said earlier this year.

Melting ice means traffic has
increased in the Bering Strait,
between Russia and Alaska, 118
percent since 2008. More melting
means more vessels will be com-
ing within harm’s way of ice.

Meanwhile, researchers say
study of the 1.5 million-year-old
ice of the Antarctic is critical to
tracking the Earth’s increasingly
variable weather and the course
of man-made climate change.

For American researchers, too,
growing differences this year be-
tween the Russian and U.S. gov-
ernments over Ukraine, Syria
and other matters are increas-
ing doubts about the Russia-U.S.
logistical cooperation in science
that bloomed after the Cold War.

“The idea of sharing space sta-
tions or icebreakers with them —
you feel a little less secure relying
on them, because of the tensions,
and the fact we’re sort of poking
each other in the eye lately,” said
Ted Scambos, senior research
scientist at the National Snow and
Ice Data Center in Colorado and a
veteran Antarctic researcher.

For Walker, the Polar Star’s
captain, each yearly run to the
Antarctic is a run at unlocking
critical secrets held in its ice.

“I think it’s critical to human-
kind to be able to conduct the
research work that they do in
the Antarctic,” he said. “It’s fun-
damental to be able to predict or
ascertain information about the
climate change. The only place
you can get that kind of informa-
tion is Antarctica.”
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Rihanna teases new music at military base

you, and I'm excited about it,”
said the singer at a meet-and-
greet Wednesday with fans at
Fort Belvoir, Va.

The critic she is worried
about is herself.

“I try to battle myself and
outdo everything I've done,
and that’s been the hardest
thing to do. You start over-
thinking things at times,”
she confessed.

The 26-year-old typi-
cally has released albums
in November in the past,
but wouldn’t comment
on that. She just said,
“I can’t wait for every-
body to hear (the music)
little by little. ... little by
little. T can’t wait.”

Rihanna also brought
along her new men’s fra-
grance, Rogue Man.

“I feel like, what bet-
ter way to get these peo-
ple excited than to get
them something nice,
to smell good. They're
running around all day
working hard. And, you
know, the guys are sexy.
They need to smell sexy.”
She also joked about not
having a rogue man of her
own, saying with a wink,
“hopefully I'll find one here
today on the base.”

By HannNal BucHDAL
The Associated Press

ihanna won’t say when
she plans to release
new music, but she is
confident about what it

sounds like.
“I can’t give you any hints of
‘when it will drop. It’s going to be
great, that’s all I'm going to tell

PHotos By Kevin WoLr/AP

Rihanna shares a hug with
Chief Warrant Officer 2 William
Fearrington during an event
promoting her Rogue Man
cologne at Fort Belvoir in
Virginia on Wednesday.

Aldean: Writers, publishers should be paid fairly

By KrisTEN M. HALL
The Associated Press

Country star Jason Aldean pulled one of the
year’s hottest country albums — his latest re-
cord, “Old Boots, New Dirt” — off the music
streaming service Spotify because he said he
‘wants songwriters, publishers, producers and

i to get fairly d

Aldean joined Taylor Swift and other artists
who have decided to remove their music from
the service, which allows users to stream al-
bums for free. The album has sold more than
467,000 copies since its release Oct. 7 and hit
No. 1 on the Billboard 200 chart. It also had

the biggest first week for a country album on
Spotify with more than 3 million streams.
“The debate the whole music industry is
having on streaming is complicated,” Aldean
said in his first statement given to The Associ-
ated Press since the album was removed Mon-
day. “And while I’'m definitely paying attention
to the business side of things, I am first and
foremost an artist. I'm an artist whose career
has been built by the songwriters, publishers,
producers and engineers that line Music Row
in Nashville. What they do has value, and I
‘want everyone who is involved in making my
music to be paid fairly. This is about trying to

do what is right for the people who have given
me a great life.”

Aldean has certainly benefited from digital
sales and streams in his career and was rec-
ognized this year by the Recording Industry
Association of America as the top digital male
country artist in history with more than 21.5
million in digital single certifications, count-
ing song downloads and on-demand streams.

“I don’t know what the future holds or what
my record label will ultimately decide to do
with streaming partners, but for now, we
made a mutual decision to hold my album
back,” he said.

Moore says TV is ‘the most enticing medium for an actor’

By ALicia RanciLio
The Associated Press

Mandy Moore has stepped back into the
spotlight with a recurring role on Fox’s “Red
Band Society.”

Moore, a singer-actress, plays Dr. Erin
Grace, the new chief of surgery. She had
worked at the hospital, but took a year off
to work with Doctors Without Borders. She

had also dated Dave Annable’s character, Dr.
Adam McAndrew, and her promotion is one
that he was gunning for.

“Red Band Society,” airing Sundays on AFN-
Family, follows the doctors and their long-term
teen patients at a children’s hospital. “I've been
brought in to sort of stir it up on the adult side,”
said Moore in a recent interview.

Moore was approached about the show
before the part was written. She “loved ev-

erything” about the pilot episode. “I really
thought it was such a unique tone from every-
thing else on TV right now,” she said.

The 30-year-old, known for films like “A
‘Walk to Remember” and “Saved!” wanted a job
in television. “I think it’s the most enticing me-
dium for an actor out there right now,” she said.

Moore is also known for her music. She said
she’s been recording and hopes to release
something early next year.

Robert Plant quashes
reunion claims

Robert Plant says there is no
truth to reports he turned down
a lucrative offer from Virgin boss
Richard Branson to play Led Zep-
pelin reunion shows.

A statement from Plant spokes-
man Ken Weinstein says the sing-
er “has not been in receipt of any
offers in recent months” about
Led Zeppelin gigs, and hasn’t met
or communicated with Branson
in 50 years.

Wednesday’s statement said
Plant was “disappointed with any
confusion this current fabricated
story may bring.”

Citing a Led Zeppelin song,
Branson said in a blog post he
was “dazed and confused” by re-
ports he had offered the band 500
million pounds ($800 million) to
reform.

Led Zeppelin disbanded after
drummer John Bonham died in
1980. Surviving members Plant,
Jimmy Page and John Paul Jones
last performed together in 2007.

Bono’s private plane
loses hatch

Berlin airport authorities say
U2 front man Bono’s private plane
lost a hatch as it was coming in for
a landing in the German capital,
but the Irish singer was never in
any danger.

Airport spokesman Ralf Kun-
kel told the news agency dpa
that the 32-by-40-inch rear hatch
landed in the vicinity of Schoene-
feld airport, on Berlin’s south-
eastern edge.

Kunkel, who didn’t immediate-
ly return calls seeking comment,
says it was not clear how the
hatch came off and that German
authorities were investigating.

He says the aircraft, which was
flying from Dublin, was never in
danger of crashing and landed
safely Wednesday.

Other news

® New York City police say
“Cake Boss” Buddy Valastro was
arrested on a drunken driving
charge around 1 a.m. Thursday.

o Jan Somerhalder, star of The
CW series “The Vampire Diaries,”
has publicly shown his opposition
to a proposal to set up a fracking
well north of New Orleans. Nola.
com/The Times-Picayune reports
that Somerhalder attended a pub-
lic meeting Wednesday where
many in the crowd waved signs
against the proposed well.

® The City of London has
given actor Morgan Freeman
the Freedom of the City award.
The time-honored ceremony
makes Freeman a freeman in
the City of London. The award
is believed to have originated in
the 13th century. The ceremony
was held Wednesday at London’s
Guildhall.

® A trial over television actor
Stephen Collins’ divorce was
delayed Wednesday after his es-
tranged wife’s attorney withdrew
from the case hours before testi-
mony was to begin. Judge Mark
Juhas, slated to preside over the
trial, ordered the proceedings
to be delayed until Jan. S to give
Collins’ wife Faye Grant time to
find a new lawyer.

From The Associated Press
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Suspected marijuana
found in child’s diaper
M BATTLE CREEK —

Police in Battle Creek
say a small baggie of suspected
marijuana was found in the dia-
per of a 1-year old girl at a day
care center.

The Battle Creek Enquirer
reported that an employee told
officers she made the discovery
on the morning of Nov. 5 while
changing the child’s diaper.

The worker told police that the
child arrived with a clean diaper
and she believes the suspected
marijuana could have gotten into
the diaper before the child was
dropped off at the day care.

Police were awaiting a lab test
on the green leafy substance to
confirm whether it is the drug.

Officials plead the 5th
at hearings on charter
P PHILADELPHIA

— Officials from an
embattled Philadelphia char-
ter school invoked their Fifth
Amendment right against self-in-
crimination 77 times at hearings
on the future of its charter.

The Philadelphia Inquirer re-
ported Wednesday that adminis-
trators from the Walter Palmer
Leadership Learning Partners
Charter School refused to answer
questions on topics ranging from
qualifications to the accuracy of
invoices.

Last week’s hearings were
part of the Philadelphia school
district’s fight to revoke Walter
Palmer’s charter amid academic
and financial stability concerns.
The school’s also the subject of a
federal investigation.

A court recently ordered the
school to return $1.5 million to
the district after finding it en-
rolled twice the number of stu-
dents allowed.

E-cigarette explosion
blamed in house fire
TACOMA — A house

w fire in Tacoma that
seriously injured a man was re-
portedly started by an e-cigarette
explosion.

Fire Battalion Chief Dave
McRoberts said the cause re-
mains under investigation but a
woman said her electronic ciga-
rette exploded, spilling liquid that
set a couch on fire.

The News Tribune reported
that firefighters rescued a man
from inside the burning house
Tuesday afternoon. He was taken
to a hospital with burns and
smoke inhalation.

There were five people in the
house, which had been converted
to six apartments. Firefighters
helped two residents off the roof
and two others escaped on their
own.

Veterans disgusted by
theft of memorial flag
M FALL RIVER — Mili-

tary veterans are re-
acting with disgust after someone
stole a flag from atop a memorial
erected to honor those who served
in World War II.

Police in Fall River said they
don’t have any suspects in the

THE CENSUS

$4,000

The value of a 1979 Gibson Les Paul guitar that a Tennessee man is accused of stealing and pawning for $1,000. WKRN-
TV in Nashville reported that police charged Donald Nelson, 36, on Tuesday with the theft of the vintage guitar during a home
break-in in May. Police said Nelson told officers he bought the guitar from a woman in Bowling Green, Ky., for $1,500.

Polishing the dome

A crew from Apex Window Cleaning

on the

Amy SmoTHERMAN Burces, KnoxviLLE (TeNN.) News SENTINEL/AP

in Knoxville, Tenn., on Wednesday. The 74-foot gold-colored

glass sphere, which served as a symbol for Ihe 1982 World’s Fair, has 360 glass panes, covering about 14,000 square feet. Each pane

contains 14-karat gold.

theft, which occurred as families
were stopping by the city’s Iwo
Jima Memorial in Bicentennial
Park to reflect and lay flowers on
Veterans Day.

WJAR-TV reported the city
replaced the flag almost imme-
diately Tuesday — but veterans
are decrying not just the theft
but the timing. Vietnam veteran
John Raymond called the act a
disgrace and said whoever is re-
sponsible doesn’t understand the
significance of the flag.

College senior wins
county write-in vote
N HANOVER — A Dart-
mouth College senior
from Chicago is Grafton County’s
newly elected register of pro-
bate after his fraternity brothers
launched an impromptu write-in
campaign Election Day.

The Valley News reported that
Mick Wopinski won the seat with
20 write-in votes in a race that
featured no official candidates.

Wopinski’s Alpha Delta frater-
nity brother Sam Todd wrote in
his friend’s name and then rallied

others to do the same.

The newspaper reported the
position was formerly a full-time
Jjob, but most of its duties were re-
pealed and shifted to the circuit
court clerk in 2011. The salary is
$100 a year.

Wopinski says he’s researching
what the job entails and still try-
ing to decide whether he’ll accept
the position.

Researchers seek way
to track wild hobcats

MORGANTOWN —

Researchers say ob-
serving bobcats in the wild isn’t
easy because the animals are
solitary and elusive.

West Virginia University re-
searchers tasked with evaluat-
ing the state’s bobcat population
found a solution. They’re going
to use DNA to develop an assess-
ment of the bobcat population’s
size, health and movements.

The university said the study’s
findings will help the state deter-
mine whether the bobcat trap-
ping season should be shortened
or lengthened, and whether the

annual three-bobcat limit should
be reduced or increased.

Researchers will use devices
called hair-snares to collect DNA
samples from bobcats across the
state. The devices attract ani-
mals and obtain hair samples as
the animals step over or walk by
them.

Chicago aquarium has
adopted sea otter pup

I CHICAGO — The Shedd

Aquarium in Chicago
has acquired a sea otter pup that
was found alone on a California
beach.

The Chicago Sun-Times re-
ported that the aquarium said the
weeks-old female otter arrived
in Chicago last week after being
cared for at the Monterey Bay
Aquarium in Monterey, Calif.,
for the first four weeks of her life.
She was just days old and weighed
2 pounds when a passerby found
her.

Animal care experts and vet-
erinarians are teaching her to
groom and feed herself. She’s

also learning to regulate her body
temperature by getting in and out
of the water.

Live hand grenade
removed from home
ALBION — Authorities

N said a live hand gre-
nade from World War II was re-
moved from a western New York
home.

Police in the Albion in Orleans
County said a contractor was
cleaning out the house when he
found the grenade in the base-
ment. The woman who lived in
the house since the 1920s had re-
cently moved in with relatives.

The sheriff’s office bomb squad
in neighboring Monroe County
was called in and determined
the grenade was from World War
II. Police removed the explosive
from the home and detonated it at
another location.

Police believe the grenade was
brought home by one of the hom-
eowner'’s relatives who served in
the military during the war.

From wire reports
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Government: Get used to cheaper gas

By JoNaTHAN FAHEY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Those low gas
prices on station signs aren’t
going away soon, the government
says.

In a dramatic shift from pre-
vious forecasts, the Energy De-
partment predicted Wednesday
that the average price of gasoline
in the U.S. will be below $2.94
per gallon in 2015, a 44-cent drop

month ago.

If the sharply lower estimate
holds true, U.S. consumers will
save $61 billion on gas compared
with this year.

Rising oil production, particu-
larly in the U.S., and weak spots
in the global economy have led
to a sharp reduction in oil prices
during the past four months. Not
seeing much of a change ahead,
the government cut its forecast
for global oil prices next year by

As a result, U.S. drivers on av-
erage will pay 45 cents less for a
gallon of gas next year compared
with this year. Based on expected
gasoline consumption, that’s a
savings of $60.9 billion.

That may not seem like a lot in
the context of a $17.5 trillion U.S.
economy, but economists say it
matters because it immediately
gives consumers more money to
spend on other things. Consumer
spending accounts for 70 percent

from an outlook issued just a $18 per barrel to $83. of the U.S. economy.

SuperE10 Superunleaded Super plus Diesel Country Unleaded Superunleaded Super plus Diesel
Germany $3.244 $3.437 $3.618 $3.980 Japan - $3.399 $3.759
Change in price -5.2cents -5.3cents -5.4cents +5.4cents Change in price -6.0 cents - +5.0 cents
Netherlands $4.226 $4.491 $4.460 Okinawa $3.199 - $3.759
Change i price <O.lcents  -0.2cents -0.2cents | Changeinprice nochange - -5.0cents
UK. $3.407 $4.056 $3.950 South Korea $3.069 $3.439 $3.759
Change in price 53cents  -0.2cents +Sa4cents | Changeinprice -5.0cents - -6.0cents  +5.0cents
Azores $3.707 Guam $3.059** $3.249 $3.429 -
Change in price - no change - Changeinprice  -5.0 cents -5.0 cents -6.0 cents -
Belgium $3.372 $3.575 $3.827
Change in price nochange  nochange nochange

- $3.960  $4.445°

Change in price - nochange nochange *Diesel EFD ** Midgrade
Italy $4.428 - - $4.466 For the week of Nov. 15-21
Changeinprice  nochange - nochange

“It would be a reversal of the
trend over the last few years
where consumers can’t stretch
a dollar far enough,” said Tim
Quinlan, an economist at Wells
Fargo.

After falling for 48 straight
days, the average gasoline price
in the U.S. is $2.92, the lowest
since December 2010, according
to AAA.

That was also the last full year
‘when the average came in below
$3 per gallon.

Nov. 12,2014
Dow Jones Z/0
industrials 17,612.20
Nasdaq 14.58
composite 4,675.14
Standard & S
Poor’s 500 2038.25
Russell 6.51
2000 1,186.47

Military rates

Euro costs (Nov. 14)..

Dollar buys (Nov. 14).

British pound (Nov. 14}

Japanese yen (Nov. 14

South Korean won (Nov. 14).
ommercial rates

Switzerland (Franc).
Thailand (Baht
Turkey (New Lira
(Military exchange
available to customers at military banking
facilities in the country of issuance

for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dollars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro
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Frazz

Dilbert

Pearls Before Swine

Non Sequitur

Candorville

Beetle Bailey

Bizarro

HOW'S WHAT TRAWNING! FOR DEER PLEASE LEANE ASN'T DEER HUNTING \ 1 THOUGHT !

BEEN GOWG? SEASON. WHEN MISS | | ME OUT OF MOSTLY S\TTING” /‘ TRAT WAS ICE.,
yve PLAMINWELL HAS A BIG- | [TWIS. FISHING -

DEAL RACE, SUE PRACTICES ~ -

REALLY WARD FOR,
LIVE, 16 WEEKS !

st [ Mg

I DECIDED TO HIRE
A CO—CEO TO SHARE
THE JOB WITH ME.

Dilbert com _DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

T ASSUME YOU KNOW
THAT HAVING A CO—CEO
DOES NOT MEAN YOU
GET PAID THE SAME
WHILE WORKING HALF

N NO, WE
I FIRE NEED A
You? THIRD CEO

[ TO BREAK

THE TIE.

(EFF-H_ 52014 Scofl Adams, Inc. /o6 oy Ui Ueck

Ok..a cheeseburger
with letboce, onions
and fries.. that's

meak, dairy, graine
and \(ege\.a\ﬂeﬁ

making ke FON &
Toek nutritious real’

According ko the

acd according ko
cardiovascolar surgeone

opening, a new office

TYRONE, IN ALL THE
YEARS WEVE BEEN
TOLETHER, I'VE NEVER
ONCE SEEN YOU PANCE.

WHAT A COINCIDENCE, |

6 JUST THINKING THAT

N R
alucs SIX TIMES AND
FEEUNG S rl
TUSEE
TS \ADT

IT'5 NICE OF YOU TO
FILL IN FOR SARGE
ON CUR FRIDAY DATE

WAS CALLED TO
A MEETING

T HEARD YOU ALWAYS
START BY ARM WRESTLING

[0ic 3 o Festorss
BizAaRROCOMICS.COM

Facebook com/ BizarreComicd

If you're nervoug,
Juet imagine me in
my underwear,

wen (1

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

37

41

46

49 51
ACROSS DOWN 23 Contain

1 Lustrous black 1 Profession 25 Incinerate

4 Actor Lowe 2 Blunder 26 Maze runner's
8 Boars’ mates 3 “Bye” problems

12 Acapulco gold 4 Uncultured 27 Therefore

13 Type of pudding 5 Stash 28 Appear

14 Mine entrance 6 Dodfight partici- 3¢ Equipment

15 Patterned silks pant 33 Military garb
1; SIHV;S sister 7 — Moines 34 Nightelub in a

leds measure 8 Hero filling, Manilow song
19 Breast-pocket maybe 36 Ballroom dance
accessory 9 Valhalla VIP

20 Enjoys the ham-
mock

22— McAn

24 Concept

25 Trite notions

29 Cattle call

30 Duplicity

31 Before

32 Served as inter-
mediary

34 Zoo structure

35Full house, e.g. AlS

36 Sin city GlL

37 Pipe type Hlu

40 Part of a Batman AlE
costume

41 Slender J1AIC

42 Form of male
bondin OINIL

46 Con ¢ WI0LO

LIA|W

47 Mary'’s follower

48 Insult (S1.) | N

49 Resumes, briefly S|L]I

50 “Take — Train” EJALS

51 Perched H

11-14 CRYPTOQUIP

TGICH IBTI

JTHSCK BEQ OTH

10“Ring around the
collar” fighter

11 Command to
Rover

16 Pop choice

19 Baserunner's
goal

20 Branch

21 Smell

22Had a go at

37 Spill the beans

38 Hindu noble

39 Grooving on

40 Arrive

42 Lunch order,
briefly

43“Go, team!”

44 Spy org.

45 “Guinness Book”
suffix

Answer to Previous Puzzle

MPX SLZNELMRX

EL IBC

NHZLM JRTOC, BC BTK T QCLQC

G
Yesterday’s

EWIJZPLKELM
Cryptoquip:

KZZ7ZWwW.
PREVIOUS

u.s.

PRESIDENT WHO ALWAYS INSISTED ON HAVING
THINGS NEAT AND ORDERLY: TIDY ROOSEVELT.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals D
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OPINION

Helping a reform-minded VA secretary

By MARTIN SCHRAM
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

t last, America’s military veter-
ans seem to have a secretary of
Veterans Affairs who gets it.
Robert McDonald, the former
chairman, president and CEO of Proctor &
Gamble who came to the VA just three and
a half months ago, has made clear in his
words and early deeds that there must be
sweeping systemic changes at the VA. And
also what he calls a change in the “culture”
that permeates the VA.

The new secretary celebrated Veterans
Day this week by issuing a sweeping reor-
ganization plan designed to finally make
the system work. He has also fired 35
VA employees for concealing VA hospital
backlogs and begun procedures to remove
1,000 more.

But while he and his new team have vis-
ited more than 40 VA sites, McDonald still
may not grasp the full malevolent extent
to which the cultural VA mindset has fos-
tered what veterans feel is a VA policy of
delay and deny toward claims filed by vet-
erans (or, VA “customers,” as the ex-P&G
head now wants his department to call
veterans.)

It was back in 2008 that I first chronicled
the VA’s litany of failures and suggested a
number of solutions, in my book, “Vets
Under Siege: How America Deceives and
Dishonors Those Who Fight Our Battles.”
Now anew VA secretary seems determined
to make sweeping reforms and affect a cul-
tural sea change.

And our job today is just to make sure
McDonald gets the benefit of what many
faithful readers already know. (Here it
could get awkward, because as VA officials
discovered, their new boss doesn’t want to
be called “Mr. Secretary.” He prefers, sim-
ply, “Bob.” And his underlings have opted
for a middle-ground salutation: “Secretary
Bob.” So here goes.)

MEMO TO: Secretary Bob

RE: Stage Two — Solving Problems by
Changing the VA’s Culture/Mindset

Joe GromELsKI/Stars and Stripes

New Secretary of Veterans Affairs Robert
McDonald has fired 35 employees for
concealing hospital backlogs and begun
procedures to remove 1,000 more.

1. Why veterans sometimes feel “VA”
stands for “Veterans’ Adversaries™ In
2005, National Guardsman Garrett An-
derson, of Champaign, Ill, was driving a
truck near Baghdad when an improvised
explosive device detonated. He lost his
right arm, broke his jaw and his body was
riddled with shrapnel. The VA claim ad-
judicator granted him benefits for his lost
arm and broken jaw, but declined to award
shrapnel injury benefits with these mind-
boggling words: “Shrapnel wounds all
over body not service connected.” There
are scores (maybe hundreds or even thou-
sands) of similar, hauntingly infuriating
examples.

2. Bureaucratic blinders: In January
2011, a World War II vet, who retired to

Florida after a long postal service career,
died. He was getting VA and U.S. Postal
Service pensions. His wife, needing basic
living income, promptly sent the VA and
USPS requests for her spousal share of the
pensions and copies of his death certifi-
cate. Days later, USPS responded and she
received her first monthly pension share in
February. But nothing from the VA, except
more paperwork. Half a year later, after I
asked a top VA official about it, she finally
got her first pension check in August (with
retroactive back payments). When I asked
the VA’s top benefits official why USPS
could respond immediately but the VA
didn’t, he calmly explained, the VA pen-
sion was more complicated because she
might deserve more money if her husband
died of his war injuries. So I asked the most
obvious question: Why couldn’t the VA im-
mediately pay her the base amount (like
the USPS did) and then if the VA calcu-
lated she deserved more, she could get a
follow check? The VA official’s eyes opened
wide in surprise: Yes, that’s how it should
be done, he said; and wrote himself a note
about it.

But of course, Secretary Bob, if your VA
officials really saw themselves as veterans’
advocates, they’d have come up with that
simple solution ages ago. You are pushing
your notion that veterans should think of
your department as “My VA.” And, on CBS
News’ “60 Minutes,” when asked what val-
ues you want to instill at the VA, you said:
“It’s integrity, it’s advocacy, it’s respect, it’s
excellence.”

Well, it’s time to revive an idea I've long
proposed: To end the VA cultural mindset
that resulted in veterans viewing the VA
as Veterans’ Adversaries — and encour-
age VA employees to view themselves as
Veterans’ Advocates, then an official de-
partment name-change will instantly ac-
complish that.

And you’ll have a new title: secretary of
the Department of Veterans Advocacy.
Martin Schram, a McClatchy-Tribune op-ed

columnist, is a veteran Washington journalist,
author and TV documentary executive.

Forming alliances, as they did before WWI

By RoBERT FREEMAN

t the 11th hour of the 11th day of
the 11th month in 1918, the Great
War was over. But the “War to
End All Wars” famously didn’t
live up to its billing. Still, it had greater im-
pact on the world than any event of the last
thousand years. The question is whether
another such war might be looming today.

It was in World War I that humanity first
practiced the industrialization of human
slaughter — 16 million people were killed,
more than 17 million were wounded.

Nobody could seem to stop it. During the
height of the carnage, at the battle of the
Somme, about 60,000 died the first day.
Four great empires expired in the war,
more than in any other event in history.
The German, Austrian, Russian and Otto-
man empires were destroyed and dismem-
bered. Out of their carcasses were born 11
new countries.

Five of those countries — Iraq, Jordan,
Palestine (now Israel), Syria and Lebanon
— are in the Middle East. They are still the
source of some of the most intractable con-
flicts on the planet.

Communism came into being as a state-
based system as a result of World War 1.
The war played a major role in bringing
down the government of the Russian czar
in 1917. Into the breach leapt the Bolshe-
viks, led by Vladimir Lenin. Their seizure
of power set the stage for one of the most
enduring conflicts of the 20th century, the
Cold War.

And World War I was the moment in
history when the center of global power
shifted, from Europe to the United States,
where it has resided ever since.

In other words, industrialized war, com-
munism, the U.S. as the dominant world
power and the modern Middle East had
their origins in World War I. No event of
the last 1,000 years has so decisively rear-
ranged the architecture of global power.

But could such a tectonic upheaval hap-
pen again? Three patterns of conflict in the
world today remind us of patterns that pre-
saged World War I.

The first is the fact of a declining impe-
rial power being confronted by a rapidly
growing upstart. In World War I, Britain
was the declining power while Germany
was the galloping upstart. In 1850, Britain
controlled almost 60 percent of the entire
world’s wealth, compared with 3 percent
for Germany. By 1913, Britain’s share had
shrunk to 14 percent, and Germany’s had
risen to 21 percent.

Today, the dominant global power is the
United States. It is being challenged, at
least economically, by China. In October,
China became the largest economy in the
world in purchasing power parity terms. It
could shortly surpass the U.S. in raw terms.
Economic power inevitably translates into
political power — an echo of early 1900s.

The second parallel is the forming of
global states into blocs. In the lead-up to
World War I, Germany and Austria-Hun-
gary faced off against England, France

and Russia.

Today, world powers are again forming
alliances. They are the U.S. and Europe,
as the dominant powers, against Russia
and China, the challengers. The current
conflict in Ukraine has driven Russia and
China closer together. They may be joined
in their alliance by Brazil, India and South
Africa. Think of it as the “haves” versus
the “want-to-haves.”

The final parallel is conflict in the Mid-
dle East. World War I was fundamentally
about who would control the collapsing
Ottoman Empire, with its oil riches in the
Persian Gulf. Germany had made friends
with the Ottomans. If they seized the gulf
it would have posed an existential threat
to Britain, which ran its globally deployed
navy on gulf oil. The war had to happen.

The conflict in the Middle East today is
about oil as well. Oil is the lifeblood of in-
dustrial civilization, but it is running out.
The U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003 is now no-
torious for having been carried out under
false pretenses, the real story being oil.
Still, today, we fight for who will control the
Persian Gulf, and, therefore, the world.

It’s been said that “history never repeats
itself, but it does rhyme.” There won’t be a
second World War I, but we can hear the
rhymes of history echoing from that tec-
tonic upheaval of 96 years ago.

Robert Freeman is the author of “The Best One-
Hour History” series, which includes “World
War 1,” “The Protestant Reformation” and “The
Cold War.” This column first appeared in the Los
Angeles Times.
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What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.

Obama right on ‘net neutrality’
(Raleigh, N.C.) News & Observer
It’s no small irony that President Barack
Obama supported protections for an open
Internet on the same day he arrived in
China, a nation that notoriously controls
and censors Internet communications.

The president is trying to protect Ameri-
cans from having their Internet access
and usage manipulated by a dictatorship
of the nation’s Internet providers. But in
the United States, unlike China, keeping
the Internet free requires giving a govern-
ment agency, the Federal Communications
Commission, the power to ensure “net neu-
trality.” The term means that information
moving on the Internet — except for illegal
material, such as child pornography — is
treated equally and not subject to blockag-
es, slowdowns or special tolls determined
by providers.

Net neutrality conflicts with the desire
of Internet providers like Verizon, AT&T,
Comcast and Time Warner Cable to estab-
lish “fast lanes” for which users pay more
to move data at higher speeds. They say
that traffic controls and high-speed lanes
are a natural evolution of the nation’s in-
formation superhighway and that govern-
ment regulations will slow commerce and
innovation.

“We are stunned the president would
abandon the longstanding, bipartisan
policy of lightly regulating the Internet
and calling for extreme” regulation, said
Michael Powell, president and CEO of the
National Cable and Telecommunications
Association, the primary lobbying arm of
the cable industry.

But the industry’s call for “freedom” is
really a demand that those who control the
means of Internet communications be able
to shape the flow and character of Internet
content. The president and other advocates
of net neutrality say a truly free Internet
will be shaped by the tastes and needs of
consumers, not by the monopolies that con-
trol the pipelines.

To ensure net neutrality, the president
called on the FCC to treat Internet provid-
ers like public utilities just as phone com-
panies are regulated.

The FCC should move to protect net
neutrality. When Internet providers file
lawsuits in response, the FCC’s authority
should be upheld by the courts. The Inter-
net is becoming the main transmitter of
communications in the United States. How
it responds to the public’s needs should not
be left to phone companies and especially
not to the cable titans that have already es-
tablished records of high monopoly pricing
and wretched consumer service.

Obamacare numbers confusing
Anniston (Ala.) Star

One of the Affordable Care Act’s both-
ersome traits is its reliance on numbers
to judge its success — and those numbers
vary, depending on who provides them.

That said, President Barack Obama’s
signature legislation is having a profound
effect on health care in the United States.
By any measure, more Americans have
health insurance today than before the law
went into effect — a 25 percent reduction
in the uninsured this year, by most esti-
mates. Obamacare may be a flawed law,
but in that sense, it is working.

Saturday marks the law’s second open-
enrollment period — a critical phase in
Obamacare’s growth. But here’s where the
numbers begin to vary.

On Monday, the Obama administration

hands at the Asia-Pacific Economi

estimated that 9.1 million people would
sign up for health insurance under the
Affordable Care Act by the end of 2015.
That’s several million fewer than most
independent projections and those of the
Congressional Budget Office, according to
The New York Times. The CBO’s estimate:
13 million in 2015.

Anne Filipic, the president of the non-
profit Enroll America, which advocates for
expanded health care coverage, told The
Times that the White House had taken “a
pragmatic, analytical approach” to its 2015
projections. It’s easy to understand why.

Memories of Obamacare’s botched roll-
out and website issues haven’t fully sub-
sided. What was to be the shining moment
of Obama’s presidency was overwhelmed
by a website that crashed under pressure.
Months went by before the story about the
Affordable Care Act wasn’t a story about
an administration with a balky, ineffective
online signup.

Today, the Obama administration’s re-
served projections are in sharp contrast
to its bold predictions of the past. Under-
standable? Yes. But it’s a byproduct of
previous mistakes, an administration that
would rather undersell the law’s potential
now instead of being forced to address
missed goals tomorrow.

As we've seen for the last six years, this
White House hasn’t excelled at messaging
and timing, especially on matters as im-
portant as the Affordable Care Act. Low-
balling its projections on Obamacare may
limit future disappointments, but it’s hard-
ly the tact of a confident administration.

FBI ruse put reporters at risk
The Seattle Times

Americans of every stripe should echo
The Associated Press’ recent demand that
the FBI never present its agents as journal-
ists again.

This appeal comes after the FBI ac-
knowledged two weeks ago that one of its
agents posed as an AP reporter to snare a
teenager making bomb threats against a
Thurston County high school in 2007.

FBI Director James Comey argued in a
Nov. 7 letter to The New York Times that,
when such tactics are employed, they are
done “reasonably and legally,” and are
subject to close court supervision.

Journalists disagree, and so should any-
one who values the fundamental freedoms
of American life. If sources think that jour-
nalists are cooperating with law enforce-
ment, or actually are law enforcement
officers, those sources with important in-
formation to tell would not trust reporters.
Stories would not be shared, investigated,
published. The watchdog would not be as
strong.

The AP’s demand is grounded in the

Kim Kyung-Hoon/AP
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, left, and Chinese President Xi Jinping shake

ic Cooperation summit in Beijing on Monday.

constitutional guarantee that the press be
free from any government interference.
More fundamentally, that First Amend-
ment aegis preserves the freedom to share
ideas and convey information vital to a
functioning republic.

By impersonating journalists, the FBI
directly infringes upon the freedoms the
Founding Fathers explicitly safeguarded
in the Bill of Rights.

Instead of ensuring the safety of Ameri-
cans, the secretive intelligence agency
could be endangering the lives of Amer-
ica’s truth-tellers. Such impersonations
could imperil the safety of journalists if
violent sources, at home and abroad, sus-
pect they are cops instead. ...

This deception undermines core Ameri-
can principles. It should stop.

Tension greets China, Japan
The Washington Post

China’s Xi Jinping and Japan’s Shinzo
Abe were careful not to smile when they
met in Beijing on Monday — the first en-
counter between the leaders of Asia’s two
biggest powers since either took office.
Their 25-minute get-together nevertheless
represented a welcome step toward easing
tensions in East Asia. At the beginning of
the year, the two nations were embroiled
in a deepening conflict over a string of tiny
islands, exacerbated by the expansive for-
eign policy ambitions of both leaders. While
neither the dispute nor the conflicting
agendas have been resolved, the danger-
ous downward spiral of Japanese-Chinese
relations has at least been arrested.

For that, credit mostly goes to Abe, who
played suitor to Xi in seeking a meeting at
the Asian summit meeting in Beijing. The
Japanese leader has rankled leaders and
public opinion around the region with na-
tionalist rhetoric and gestures such as a
visit to a Tokyo shrine where war crimi-
nals are among those honored. But Abe’s
government has mostly been on the defen-
sive in the dispute over the Senkaku (or Di-
aoyu) Islands, which have long been under
Japan’s control but have been the target of
increasingly assertive claims — and naval
incursions — by China.

Xi, who during his first two years in
power has overseen a disturbing series of
aggressive acts toward other countries in
the South China Sea, has played on eas-
ily roused public hostility toward Japan.
‘While ostentatiously refusing to meet Abe,
the Chinese president set a couple of tough
conditions for reversing himself: that Japan
acknowledge that the sovereignty of the
islands was disputed and that Abe pledge
not to return to the Yasukuni shrine. In the
end both issues were finessed. Abe made
no public promise but dispatched emis-
saries who privately assured Beijing he

planned no future Yasukuni visits, and the
two governments agreed on a statement
saying they had “different positions” on
the islands.

The fragile accord is a help to President
Barack Obama, who has been hoping to
build closer ties to Xi even while support-
ing U.S. allies — including the Philippines
as well as Japan — that are resisting Chi-
na’s exaggerated territorial claims. Obama
usefully made it clear this year that the
United States would come to Japan’s de-
fense in the event of an attack on its forces
around the islands, but he also pressed Abe
to avoid further nationalist gestures. Asian
fears that China might be emboldened by
Obama’s reluctance to use U.S. hard power
in Syria or Ukraine, voiced by numerous
official visitors to Washington, have not
borne out.

That leaves unanswered whether the
Sino-Japanese summit reflects a stepping
back by Xi from the aggressive foreign pol-
icy of his first two years. With his power
in Beijing apparently consolidated, and
myriad domestic problems to address, that
would be a logical tactical step for a ruler
with eight years left in his prospective ten-
ure. Xi’s scowl as he shook Abe’s hand did
not seem to foreshadow detente, but Abe
expressed optimism Tuesday that Japan
and China would “return to our basic focus
of mutually beneficial and strategic rela-
tions.” We hope China shares that goal.

Cooperate on foreign policy
(Minneapolis) Star Tribune

Congressional Republicans resound-
ingly won the midterm election battle. Now
the GOP needs to pivot from campaigning
to governing, and President Barack Obama
will need to work with the new majority
despite the divide, and even enmity, that
separates them.

Foreign policy offers both sides a chance
to cooperate, if not coalesce, on shared
objectives.

For his part, Obama should better ar-
ticulate his foreign policy strategy. Adver-
saries and allies alike perceive America as
close to rudderless, which can invite ag-
gression and even military miscalculation
that could necessitate U.S. force. And Con-
gress should consider that hobbling Obama
further only exacerbates the foreign policy
fecklessness that the GOP campaigned
against. Instead, it’s time to bilaterally ad-
vance U.S. interests.

Obama has signaled that he will ask Con-
gress for authorization to use force in the
fight against the Islamic State group. That
is long overdue, and should spur a spirited
dialogue about what Obama'’s stated goal of
“degrading and ultimately destroying” the
Islamic State really means.

Those who think the fight should be left
to local forces will have their say. Those
who concur with the growing consensus
that the U.S. strategy to rely on “moderate”
forces in Syria is unworkable should make
their case, too, and most important, weigh
in on whether to deploy combat troops.
Doing so is the most profound decision a
president makes, and Congress should
shoulder some of the decision.

Of course, an effective foreign policy
must rely on more than force. The most ef-
fective tool, diplomacy, can be bolstered by
free-trade agreements. Two major pacts
are pending: The Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship is a 12-nation free trade agreement
among the U.S., Australia, Brunei, Cana-
da, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New
Zealand, Peru, Singapore and Vietnam.
The other proposed deal, the Transatlantic
Trade and Investment Partnership, would
link the U.S. and the European Union.

As the world’s most innovative and pro-
ductive society, the United States stands to
benefit from free-trade agreements, de-
spite the disruption they can cause.

Politics stopping at the water’s edge may
be an anachronism of a more cohesive
era. For Congress and Obama, however,
presenting a more united front on critical
foreign policy issues should be a bipartisan
goal.
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College basketball

Wednesday’s men’s scores

Bryan 69, St. Andre
Uniion (Ky.) 77, Truott McConneII 45
E!

Mlchlgan-Dearborn
(Mich.) 55
Spring Arbor 65, Siena Heights 59
7 Warner Pacific 89, New Hope Christian
XHIBITION
Tulane 87, Xavler (NO) 43
Wednesday’s women’s scores
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Gnfon (K43 70, Truett Mcconnell 25
Xavier (NO) 71, Mobile

Madonna 73, Rochester (Mich.) 60

Men’s Top 25 schedule

65, Rochester

Friday's games

1 Kentucky vs. Grand Canyon
2 Arizona vs. Mount St. Mary's
3 Wisconsin vs. N. Kentucky
4 Duke vs. Presbyterian
§ Kansas vs. UC Santa Barbara
6 North Carolina vs. N.C. Central
7 Florida vs. William & Mary
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15 VCU vs. Tennessee at Alumni
I, Annapc\ls Md.
16 San Diego State vs. Cal State
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24 Michigan vs. Hillsdale
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Wisconsin vs. Chattanoog
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1 Nebraska vs. N. Kentucky

. 23 Syracuse vs. Hampton

55 Varvard ve. Holy Cross at D
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MLS playoffs
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Leg 2 — Nov. 29: at New England
‘estern Conferen c
eattle vs. LA Galax:
Leg 1- Sunday: at LA Galaxy
— Nov. 30: at Seattle

Sunday, Dec. 7: Conference champions

Tennis

ATP World Tour Finals
Wednesday
At London
Purse: S&S million (Tour Fmal)
Sui :ce' Hard-Indoo:

p A
Tomas Berdych (5, Czech Republic,
def, Marin Gilic (9, Croatia, 6.3, 6.1
Novak Djokovic' (1), Serbia, def. Stan
wagrinka (), Switzerland, &3,
roup A Standings: Djokovic 20 (4-
o), Wawrinka L1 G55, Berdyeh 1-1 .5,
Cilic 0-2 (0-4).

Doubles

roup
Bob and Mike Bryan (1), United States,
def. Jean-Julien Rojer, Netherlands, and
Horia Tecau (5), Romania, 6-7 (4), 6
Lukasz Kubot, Poland, and Robert
Lindstadt (8)F Swodon, def’ Alexamder
Peya, Austria, and Bruno Soares (3), Bra-
zil 64, 3%, 106,
A Standings: Kubot-Lindstedt
(4 1?. Peya-Soares 1-1 (3-3), Bryan-
Ean 1 O R Tt 6.2 3-8

College football Pro football

Wednesday's scores
EAST
UMass 24, Ball St. 10
Bowling Green 30, Kent St. 20
Schedule
Friday, Nov. 14

Tulsa (2- 7) atUcF(s 3)
urday, Nov. 15

Brown (4 4) 2t Dartmouth (6:2)

Temple (5-4) at Penn St.

St. Francis (Pa.) (4-5) at Roberl Mor-
ris (1-8)

Bryant (8-1) at Sacred Heart (8-2)

Colgate (4-6) at igh (2-7)
Princeton (5-3) at 7-1)
Bucknell (7-2) at Holy Cross (4-6)
Howard (3-7) at -8)

-7) at Fordham (9-1)
9) at Marist (3-7.
Delaware (s -4) at New Hampshire (8-

Harvard (8-0) at Penn (1-7)
& Rhode Island (0-10) at Stony Brook (4-

illiam & Mary (6-4) at Towson (4-6)
Georgia Southern (8- 2) at Navy (4-5)
Indiana (3-6) at Rutgers (5-4)
Albany (NY) (5 4y AtV Tanova (8-2)

OUTH

Wesley (9-0) o Charlctle &9
Virginia Tech (4-5) at 8-1)
South Carollna a5 at Flonda (5 3)
Wofford (5-4) at Furman (2-8)
Presbyterlan (5 5) at Gardner Webb
C\emson (7-2) at Georgia Tech (8-2)

y (3-6) at W. Kentucky (4-5)
Pmsburgh %-5) at North Cardlina (4-

3 James Madison (7-3) at Richmond (7-

Murray St. (3-7) at E. Kentucky (8-2)
Campbell (5-5) at Jacksonvll\e (8-2)
Stetson (5-5) at Morehead St. 3-7)

SC St: ate(73)atMor an St. ( 5)

am! ) at The Cllade (4-4

Prame View' (4-5) at Alabama A&M

> Rorida aam (2-8) at Delaware St. (2-

NE Central (5-9) at Norfalk St (4-6)

at Savannah St (0-10)
NI GL8) . Carolms (6243

Rice (6-3) at Marshall (9-0)
Chattanooga (7-3) at Tennessee Tech

-6)

Monmouth (NJ) (5-4) at Coastal Caro-
lina (10-0)

Maine (4-5) at Elon (1-9)

Alabama St. (5-5) at Grambling St. (7-

Wake Forest (2-7) at NC State (5-5)

sissippi St. (9-0) at Alabama @-1)
Niiddle Tennessee (5.4 at FIU G-7)

. ghar\eston Southern (7-3) b Liberty

Memphis (6-3) at Tulane (3-6
E. Illinois (5-5) at Jacksonville St. (8-1)
Warner (5-4) at Mercer (5-5)
McNeese St. (6-3) at SE Louisiana (7-

Kentucky (5-5) at Tennessee (4-
AT ST 3535 3T Afcor St <8-2)
Louisiana-Lafayette (6-3) at Louisi-
ana-Monroe (3-6)
Auburn (7-2) at Georgia (7-2)
Nicholls St. (0-10) at Northwestern St.

"MVSU (2-8) at Southern U. (7-3)

Texas St. (5-4) at South Alabama (5-4)
Michigan St. (7-2) at Maryland 6-3)
Florida St. (9-0) at Miami (6-

ayton (6-3) at Butler (4:6)
cwa (6-3) at Illinois (4-5)
Ohio St. (8-1) at Minnesota (7-2)
o Miami (Ohio) (2-8) at Cent. Michigan

. Arizona (7-3) at North Dakota (3-7)
E. Michigan (2-7) at W. Michigan (6-3)
Indiana St. (6-4) at Youngstown St. (7-
Tey &1 at Kansas (-6)
N . (9-1) at M\ssougl St. (4 6)
Northwestern (3-) at Notre bame (7-
2;
Nebraska (8-1) at Wisconsin (7-2)
Appalachian St. (4-5) at Arkansas St.
Oklahoma (6-3) at Texas Tech (3-6)
_Sam Houston St. (6-4) at Houston Bap-
tist (2-8)
Abilene Christian (5-6) at Stephen F.
Austin (7-3)
iackson St. (3-7) at Texas Southern
5-5
Incarnate Word (2-6) at Lamar (6-)
Texas (5-5) at

North Texas (3:6) at UTEP (5 4
AR WEST
Nevada (6-3) at Air Force (7-
t

Washington Arizona (7-2)
1daho St. (7-3) at Montana St. (7-3)

Troy (2-8) at Idaho (1-8)
. Q?mand St. (3-7) at Sacramento St.
Utah (6-3) at Slanfnrd (5-4)
UNLV (2-8) af

5-4
00 Bais byt cal Poly (6-4)

San Diego St. (5-4) at Boise St. (7.
Arizona St. (8-1) at Oregon St. (4-5

v{*}

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
Eas

t
L' T Pct PF PA
New England 7 2 0 281 1
Buffalo 5 4 0 55 191 182
Miami 5 4 0 556 227 171
N.Y. Jets 28 0 200 174 265
South
Indianapolis 6 3 0 .667 290 211
Houston 45 0 444 206 197
Tennessee 2 7 0 .222 144 223
Jacksonville 1.9 0 100 158 282
North
Cleveland 6 3 0 .667 209 172
Cincinnati 5 3 1 611 197 211
Pittsburgh & 4 0 600 261 239
Baltimore 6 4 0 600 261 181
West
Denver 720 .778 286 202
ansa: 6 3 0 667 217 151
San Diego 5 40 356205 18
Oaklan 09 0 _.000 146 252
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
. o WLT Pt pE oA
Philadelphia 7 2 0 .778 279 198
Dallas 7 30 700 261 212
N.Y.Giants 3 6 0 .333 195 247
Washington ~ 3_6 0 333 197 229
South
New Orleans 4 5 0 .444 251 225
Carolina 3 6 1 .350 198 281
Atlanta 360 333219238
TampaBay 1 8 0 111 167 272
North
Detroit 720 .778 182 142
Green Bay 6 3 0 667 277 205
Minnesota 4 5 0 .444 168 199
Chicago 3.6 0 333 194 277
West
Arizona 8 1 0 .889 223 170
eattle 6 3 0 667 240 191
& Francisco 5 4 0 556 195 202
St. Louis 3 6 0 333 163 251
Thursday, Nov. 13
Buffalo at Miami
day, Nov. 16

Minnesota at Chicago
Seattle at Kansas Cit
Cincinnatiat New Orfeans
Denver at St, Lou

Houston at¢ Gleveland
Atlanta at Carolina

Tampa ay at Washington
San Francisco at N.Y. Giants
Oakland at San Diego

zona
Philadeiphia at Green Bay
New England at Indianapolis
Open: Baltimore, Dallas, Jacksonville,
N.Y.
day, Nov. 17
Pittsburgh st Tonesece

NFL injury report
ORK — The National Football
League \(rgury report. as provided by the

a
ncmanon in practi e
FFALO BILLS at _MIAMI DOLPHINS

ammy Watkins (groin).
noumms‘ OUT: CB Cortland Finnegan

(ankle). Ul yn_Colles
(back) OUESTIONA LE: TE Charles Clay
(knee), DE John Denney (knee), LB Kelvi

Sheppard (hID grmn) TE Dion Sims (toe).
PROBABLE: on Jordan (hamstring),
RB Lamar Mmer (shoulder), LB Koa Misi
(ankle), C Mike Pouncey (hip), OB Ryan
Tannehill (ankle, rlght shoulder), $ Jim-
my Wilson (hamstrint

MINNESOTA  VIKINGS at CHICAGO

EARS — VIKINGS: LIMITED TE Chase
Ford (foot). FULL: Rudc\ph (abdo-
men, groin). BEAHS. NP TE Martelis

Benriett (nbs) 8 Ehen Brition (nlness),
B Tim Jennings (knee), WR Brandon
Marsha\l (ankle), T Jordan Mills (ribs),
Josh Morgan (shoulder), DE Corne:
i Washington (illness). LIMITED: LB
Darryl Sharpton (hamstring).

HOUSTON TEXANS at_ CLEVELAND
BROWNS — TEXANS: n Fos-
ter (groln)‘ CB Kareem Jackson (knee)

TED: LB Jadeveon Clowney (knee),
£8"8ran Cusiin ng (knee), CB Johna:
than ioseph ” (concussion, knee), CB
Darryl Morris (ankle). FULL: LB Brooks
Reed (groin), LB John shmon (ankle), LB
Jeff Tarpinian (knee), LB Justin Tuggle
(shoulder). BROWNS: DNP: S Johnson
Bademosi (concussmn) T Jordan Cam-
eron (concussion), S n Gipson
(concussion), DE PhnTaylor (knee) e

Bryant (wrist), LB  Barkevious Mingo

(shoulder), DE Billy Winn (toe).

PHILADELPNIA EAGLES at GREEN BAY
PACKERS — : QB Nick Foles

(Col\arbune) EROLE e Brent Celek (an
k\e). CB Bradley Fletcher (shoulder), le
Mychal Kendricks (calf), WR Jeff Maehl
(fo0D). PACKERS: DNP: T€ Brandon Bos-
t\ck (hlp). LB Jayrone Elliott (hamsmng),

Lang (ank\e) GJosh smun (toe).
KANSAS CITY

Justin Blalock (foot), DE Jonathan Massa-
quoi (foot). PANTHERS: DNP: WR Jemcho
Cotchery (hamstring), S Roman Harpes

DT Star Lotuleleu

kle), RB Jonathan Stewart (ankle). FULL:
G Trai Turner (ankle
CINCINNATI BENGAI.S at NEW OR-
LEANS ~ SAIN GALS: DNP: RB
Ciovani Bermard (mp) b Vontaza Burfict
(knee), TE Jermaine Gresham (thigh), S
Taytor Mays (fo0t), CB Terence Newman
(knee), G Mike Pollak (knee). LIMITED:
LB Rey’ Maua\ug)a (hamstring), RB Cedric
Peerman (knee), T Andre Smith (ankle).
FULL: CB Leon Hall (concussion). SAINTS:
DNP: R Edwin Baker (elbow), WR Rob
ert Meachem (ankle), RB Khiry Robin-
son (forearm), RB Pierre Thomas (rib,
shoulder). LIMITED: LB David Hawthorne
(har ark Ingram - (shoulder).
FULL: TZach strief (chest
BU

Sert Griftin 1 Canklcy, LB yan Ker:
rigan (wrist), RB Silas Redd Jr. (back), LB
Keenan Robinson (shoulder}
DENVER BRONCOS at ST. LOUIS RAMS
— BRONCOS: DNP: TE Virgil Green (knee),
RB Ronnie Hillman (foot), LB Nate Irving
(knee). LIMITED: T Ryan’ Clady (grom,
T Paui Cornick (shoulder), G Orlando
Franklin_(knee). FULL: RB Montee Ball
(groin), S Quinton Carter (knee), LB Ste-
ven Johnson (ankle), RB Juwan Thomp-
son (knee). RAMS: DNP: LB Daren Bates
{aroiny. DT Alex Cartington (quadriceps).
William Hayes (fibula), S Lamarcus

Damian Williams (hamstring). LIMITED:
LB wnl Herring (foot).

N FRANCISCO 49ERS at NEW YORK
EIANTS 49ERS: No Data Reported.

Peyton Hillis (concus-
slon), DT Cullen Jenk\ns (calf). DE Da-
montre Moore (shoulder), LB Jacqulan
Winams (concussion). Diirens S\
Berhe (ankle), TE Daniel Fells (neck), s
Rashad Jennings (knee), DE Mathias Ki-
wanuka (knee:

OAKLAND
CHA — o
ported ECHARGERS: DNP: 5 Jahicdl Ad-
dae (concussion), WR “Seyi Ajirotutu
(not injury related), LB Dwight Freeney
(not injury related) NT Sean Lissemore
(quadr\ceps), Jason Verrett (shoul-

er). LIMITED: C Rich Ohrnberger (back).
FULL 18 Jerry Attaochu (hamstring), RE
Donald Brown (concussion), CB Brandon
Flowers (concussion), RB Ryan Mathews
(knee), LB Manti Te’o (foof
OIT LIONS 2t ARIZONA CARDI-
NALS = ioNe: : RB Reggie Bush
(ankle), DT Nick Fairley (knee), WR Cal-
vin Johnson (ankle). G Larry Wﬂrford
(knee). LIMITED: C Don Muhlibach (an-
kle), T LaAdrian Waddle (knee). FULL TE
Eric Ebron (hamstring), TE Joseph Fauria
(ankle). LB Desmond
Bishop (hamstrlng)‘ OT Ed Siinson (toe).
LIMITED: LB Lorenzo Alexander (knee).
e Bucannon (quadriceps), RB Andre
E\Ilnfgton (foot, hip), RB Stepfan Taylor
T Dan Williams (eibow
NEW_ENGLAND PA'mloTs at INDIA-
NAPOLIS COLTS — PATRIOTS: DNP: DT
Dominique Eas\ey (knee)‘ DE_Chandler
Jones (hip). LIMITED: S Nate Ebner (fin-
gen), T ‘Caimaron Flamin (finger), WR
Matthew Slater (shoulder), C Ryan Wen-
dell (knee). FULL: QB Tom

HAIDERS at SAN DIEGO

DT Arthur Jones (ankle), LB Erik Walden
(quadriceps), egdic Wayne (rest).
LN ESES Victor butler (hamstring), LB
Henoc Muamba (toe). FULL: LB Jos
Nary (ankle).

PITTSBURGH STEELERS at TENNESSEE
TITANS — No Data Reported.

AP sportlig

Nov. 14

1943 — Sid Luckman of the Chicago
Bears becomes the first pro to pass for
more than 400 yards as he throws for 433
and seven touchdowns in a 56-7 victory
over the New York Giants.

1964 — Gus Johnson and Walt Bella-
my betome the Tt NBA Teammates to
score 40 points apiece as the Baltimore
Bullets beat the Los Angeles Lakers 127-
115. Johnson has 41 points, Bellamy 40.

5 — Gary Cuozzo, subbing for
jured Johnny Unitas, throws five touch-
down passes to lead the Baltimore Colts
to a 41-21 victory over the Minnesota
Vikings.

Muhammad Ali knocks out
C\eveland WI”IaIT\S in the third round

to retain the world heavyweight title in
Houstt OH

1970 orty-three members of the
Marshal\ footba\l team die when their
chartered plane crashes in. Kenova,

Texas Tech’s Ricky Williams
outrushes Texas' Ricky Williams 148-141
n the Red Raiders’ 42-35 victory over the
No. 18 Longhorns. Texas' Willlams be.
comes the second player in Division I-A
history to break the 6,000-yard mark.

— Peyton Manning shreds Hous-
ton for 320 yards and five touchdowns,
tying NFL record with his third game
this season with five TD passes. Vikings'
Daunte Culpepper set the record earlier
this season.

Wednesday's transactions

ASEBALL
American League

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Agreed to
terms with INF Ryan Roberts and LHP Joe
Paterson on minor league contracts.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Named Gene
Glynn third base coach and Rudy Her-
nandez assistant hitting coach and
signed them to one-year contracts.

YORK YANKEES — Agreed to

terme with LHP Jose De Pala ah s onb.
year contract.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Acquired 2B
Devon Travis from Detroit for OF Anthony

National League
CHICAGO CUBS — Claimed RHP Donn
Roach off waivers from san Diego.
DODGERS — Agreed to
e:

2,
Reyes and C-INF Jerson Donsetita on it
nor league contrac

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Acquired ¢
Francisco Cervelli from the New York

L
ndy Knorr, p\tc mE
coach Steve McCatty, hitting coach Ricl
Schu, third base coach Bobby Henley,
first base coach Tony Tarasco, bullpen
coach Matt LeCroy and defensive coordi-
nator/advance coach Mark Weidemaier
t0 2015 contracts. |

Nallonal Football League
BUFFALO BILLS — Signed DE Bryan
Johnson from ¢ lhe practice squad,

igned
Cunmngham Bt @ Antoine McCiain 6
the practice squad.
VELAND BROWNS — Signed LB D.J.
Smlth logthe practice squad.
VIKINGS - Signed TE
Ryan onen to me practice saua
INTS — Activated
WA Josepn Morgan Sfhom ihe suspended
list. Placed S Vinnie Sunseri on injured
eserve. Signed RB Brian Leonard and S
Jamarca Sanford. Released C Eric Olsen.
W YORK GIANTS — Placed RB Mi-
chael Cox on injured reserve. Signed RB
Orleans Darkwa from Miami's practice
squa
SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Placed TE
ach Miller on injured reserve. Signed
CBNlian Brndtord Wom Cleveland's Sre:
tice squad. Released LB L.J. Fort from
the practice squad. Placed RB Demitri-
us Bronson and DE Julius Warmsley on
the practice squady/injured reserve list.
Sianed FB Stanley Havil, DE Ryan Robin-
and RB Cierre Wood to the practice

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Signed
CB C.J. Wilson from the practice squad.
Signed LB Jeremy Grable and G Jeremiah
Warren to the practice squad.

KEY

National Hockey League
MINNESOTA WILD — Reassigned D
Jonathon Blum and F Stephane Veilleux
to the lowa
MONTREAL CANADIENS — Assigned D
Jarred Tinordi to Hamilton (AHL).

Fight schedule

At The Venetint Macao, Manny
o vs, chris A\%len 12, for Pacqmaos
80 welterweight title; Zou Shiming vs.
Kwanpichit OnesongchaiGym, 12,
flyweight eliminator; Vasyl Lomachenko
vs, Chonlatar | Piriyapinyo, 12, for Lom-
achenko's WEO featherwelght title; Jes-
sie Vargas vs. Anton o, 12, for
Vargas 'WBA junior wellerwel hl title.
‘okohama, Japan, Takashi Miura vs.
ﬁar Puerta, 12, for Miura’s WBC junior
||g htweight mle Roman Gonzalez vs.
. 12, for Gonzalez's WBC

ﬂywelghlml
At Liverpool, England, Nathan Clev-
erly vs. Tony Bellew, 12, cruiserweights;

James DeGale vs. Marco'Antonio Periban,
12, super middieeights; Seott L Quigg vs:
Hidenori Otake, 12, for Qui A jus
morfealherwelghltllle Jamle MCDOH"EII
vs. Walberto Ramos, 13, for McDonnell's
WA bantamweight fifle; Anthony Josh:
ua vs. Michael si 10, heavyweights:
Callui mSmlthvs wkol’as;ek\oca 12, WBC
James
B e e koo S Beriban, 13,
super mlddlewelghts George Groves vs.
Denis Douglin, 12, super middleweights.

At CenturyLink Center, Omaha, Neb.,
Terence Crawford vs. Raymundo Beltran,
12, for Crawford’s WBO lightweight title:
Evgeny Gradovich vs. Jayson Velez, 12, for
Gradovich's IBF featherweight titié.

Dec, 6
AL Oldenburg,  Germany,
vs. Pawel Glaz
Sraehmera e fiht heavywelght il
Yoan Pablo Hernandez vs. Ola Afolabi, 12,
for Hernandez's IBF cruiserwelght mle,
Jack Culcay vs. Ruben 12, for
cays European junior mldd\ewel%ht file:
n Zeuge vs. Stjepan Bozic per
Tgglewelgnts.
At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., Da-
vid Lemieux vs. Gabriel Rosado, 12, mid-
dleweights; Thomas Dulorme v, Hank
Lundy, 10, junior welterweights: James
De La Rosa vs. Hugo Centeno, 10, middle-
wei

 Juergen

rmosillo, Mexico, Juan Francisco
Estrada vs, Joebert Alvarez, 12, for Estra-
da’s WBO/WEA flyweight title.

C.

At Temecula, Calif., Austin Trout vs.

jeda, 10, junior middleweights!

Oscar Escandon Vs. Tyson Ca BA
junior featherweight eliminator.
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Kesler’s
hat trick
lifts Ducks

The Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. —Ryan Kes-
ler jumped into the Freeway Fa-
ceoff with both skates, getting the
puck past Jonathan Quick three
times and leading the Anaheim
Ducks to a thrilling comeback
victory on Wednesday night.

Looks like the Ducks’ rivalry
with the Los Angeles Kings is
still sizzling from last season’s
playoff meeting — and now it has
a prominent new player.

Kesler netted two third-period
goals and scored again in the
shootout, lifting the Ducks over
the Kings 6-5.

Ryan Getzlaf scored the tying
goal with 1:39 left in regulation
as Anaheim survived a dramatic
finish to the Southern California
rivals’ first meeting since the
Kings beat the Ducks in seven
grueling second-round postsea-
son games last spring.

After he caught his breath
from matching his career-high
with three points, Kesler knew he
was in the middle of something
special.

“It was intense and fun,” said
Kesler, who arrived from Van-
couver in a major summer trade.
“It was two good teams going
against each other. It kind of had
the same feeling as the Kings-Ca-
nucks rivalry.”

Those clubs have a rivalry, all
right— but this local derby is a bit
bigger. The playoff series added
real spark to what had been a
purely geographical rivalry, and
the regular-season series contin-
ues Saturday at Staples Center.

“People know what the rivalry
is all about now,” said Anaheim
coach Bruce Boudreau, whose
club had dropped its last three
games in shootouts. “We never
quit. I thought we played so hard.
We kept coming back, and I
think we got tired of losing in the
shootout.”

Jakob Silfverberg got his first
goal of the season and scored in
the shootout for the Ducks. Jason
LaBarbera made 14 saves for
Anaheim after relieving Freder-
ik Andersen, stopping Jeff Carter
and Anze Kopitar in the shootout.

Maple Leafs 6, Bruins 1: Phil
Kessel scored twice, and host
Toronto tallied four goals during
a nine-minute stretch to chase
Vezina Trophy-winner Tuukka
Rask and rout Boston.

Kvusunc Gong, THE ORaNGe COUNTY REGISTER/AP

The Ducks’ Ryan Kesler, right, controls the puck against the Kings in
on Wednesday. Kesler helped Anaheim rally in the Freeway Faceoff.

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

P L OT P GF GA

Tampa Bay 1 3 60 44
Montreal 1 4 40
Toronto 5 53
Boston 07 18
Detroit 3 40
Ottawa 4 41
Florida 4 24
Buffalo 12 21

Metropolitan Division

L OT P GF GA

Pittsburgh 3 55 32

N.Y.Islanders 1 5 48 42

Washington 5 49 44

Philadelphia 5 45 43

N.Y.Rangers 6 44 46

New Jersey 7 43 50

Carolina 6 35 44

Columbus 4 10 38 55

Western Conference

Central Divisior
L OT Pts GF GA

Nashville 0 3 38 30
st. Louis 10 2 4 29
Chicago 6 44 30
Winnipeg 6 30 35
Minnesota 7 38 32
Dallas 6 4 44 53
Colorado 3 40 56

P
Vancouver 5 53
Anaheim 10 3 a
Calgary 6 50
Los Angeles 4 37
San 7 51

o

ey
Edmonton 9 4

Note: Two points for a win, one pmm
for overtime los:

uesday’s games
Ghicago 3, Tampa Bay 2, SO
New Jersey 3, Minnesota 1
N 15ianders 6, Colorado 0
N.Y. Rangers 5, Pittsburgh 0
Washington 4, Columbus 2

Nashville 3, Edmonmn 2
Dalias 4, Arizon:
Vaneouier i Ottawa 3, 0T
ednesday’s games
Anaheim 6, Los Angeles 5, SO
foranto 6,805
I'S BY'S games
Colorado ot Ry Bangere
Winnipeg at Carolina
Boston at Montreal
San pa Bay
RaShvile at Sl Uouis

Dallas at Los Angeles

Friday's games
Columbus at Philadelphia
New Jersey at Washington
Pittsburgh at Toronto
Chicago at Detro
N.Y. Islanders at F|0I‘Ida
Arizona at Vancouver

Wednesday
Maple Leafs 6, Bruins 1
Boston 0 1 0-1
Toronto 1 4 1-6

First Period—1, Toronto, Kessel 9 (Pha-
neuf, Franson), 6:46.
econd Perio Toronto, Kessel 10

(Bozak, van Ruemsdyk), :18. 3, Toronto,
Rielly Z (Holland), 1:34. 4 Toronto, Bozak

6 (van Riemsdyk, Franson), 3:32 (pp). 5,
Toronto, van Riemsdyl ozak, Gar-
dinen), 9:51 (pp). 6, Boston, Seidenberg 2
(Lucic, Bergeron), 14:16.

Third Period—7, Toronto, Holland 4
(Komarov, Santorelli), 7 21 (pp)

Shots on Goal—Bos
ronto 1 121 6-33.

—26. To-

ay opportunities—Boston 0
of 3 Toronto 3o0f4.
ies—Boston, Rask 8-5-0 (16 shots-
12 savES) Svedberg (3:: 32 second 17-15).
Toronto, Bernier 5-3-2 (26-25).

'A—15,264 (18,819). T-2:25.

Ducks 6,

Los Angeles
Anaheim
Anaheim won shootout 2-1

First Period—1, Los Angeles, Kopitar
4 (penalty shob. 8221. 2, Los Angeles,
Doug ty 1 (Muzzin, Carter), 19:11.

Period—3, Anaheim, Fowler 2
(CC\QIIano,Rak 1), , Los Angeles, Lew-
is 2 (Clifford, McNabb), 9:20. 5, Anaheim,
Sllfverberg B (Kes\er, Lindholm), 11:43.

iod—6, Anaheim, Kesler 4
(snwemerg, Bolaskey), 2:35. 7, Los Ange-
les, Gaborik 2 (Doughty, Muzzin), 7:32. 8,
Los Angeles, Williams 2 (Martinez, Kopi-
tan), 11:01.3, Anahefm, Keser § (Vatanen,
Lindholm), 14:20. 10, Anaheim, Getzlaf 5
(smith-pelly, Vatanen) 18:21.
otout—Los Angeles 1 (Gaborik G,
Garter NG, Kopitar NG), Anaheim 2 (Sil-
fverberg G, Kesler
i Goalotos Angeles 5-7-13-
1-26. Anaheim 15-16-14-4—49.

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange-
les 0 of 2; Anaheim 0 of 2.

‘Goalies—Los Angeles, Quick 7-3-4 (49
shots-44 saves). Anaheim, Andersen (10~
7), LaBarbera 2-0-1 (9:20 second, 16-14).

A—17,245 (17,174). T—2:45.

Kershaw, Kluber win
Cy Young Awards

By BEN WALKER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Everyone ex-
pected Clayton Kershaw to pltch
a shutout, and he did — a unani-
mous chonce for the NL Cy Young
Award.

Corey Kluber edging out Felix
Hernandez for the AL pitching
prize, that was no sure thing.

Now, the big question: Is Ker-
shaw the Most Valuable Player,
too?

“I can’t even really fathom it
happening,” Kershaw said on
a conference call Wednesday,
shortly after winning his third Cy
Young in four seasons.

Kershaw led the majors in vic-
tories and ERA and threw a no-
hitter, going 21-3 witha 1.77 ERA
for the NL West champion Los
Angeles Dodgers.

The 26-year-old lefty with a
wicked curveball was to find
out Thursday if he’s the first NL
pitcher to sweep the MVP and Cy
Young honors since Bob Gibson
in 1968.

“I think a lot of things prob-
ably have to go right,” Kershaw
said, adding, “there are so many
people out there who don’t think a
pitcher should win.”

Pittsburgh center fielder An-
drew McCutchen, who won the
NL MVP last year, and Miami
slugger Giancarlo Stanton are
competing against Kershaw for
the honor.

“Everybody’s going to have an
opinion” on the position player-
vs.-pitcher debate, Kershaw said.

His thought? “I don’t really
have an opinion either way,” he
said, diplomatically.

“I think most valuable is such a
tough thing to assess,” he said.

Kershaw won the Cy Young for
the second year in a row, getting
all 30 first-place votes in balloting
by members of the Baseball Writ-
ers’ Association of America.

Johnny Cueto of Cincinnati was
second with 112 points, followed
by Adam Wainwright of St. Louis
(97) and World Series MVP Mad-
ison Bumgarner of San Francisco
(28).

Voting was completed before
the postseason began. Kershaw
went 0-2 with a 7.82 ERA in a
Division Series loss to St. Louis,
leaving him at 1-5 with a 5.12
ERA in his playoff career.

Kluber’s dominant second half
helped him draw 17 of 30 first-
place votes and 169 points, while
Seattle ace King Felix got 13 firsts
and 159 points. Chris Sale of the
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Chicago White Sox was third with
78 points.

“I think I'm definitely sur-
prised,” said Kluber, who “just
assumed” Hernandez would win.

Nicknamed “Klubot” for his
stoic demeanor, his plans after
the announcement were far from
flashy.

“Probably go home and give
my daughters a bath,” he said.

A 28-year-old righty, Kluber
went 18-9 to tie for the AL lead in
wins. He had a 2.44 ERA in his
first full major league season and
269 strikeouts, two behind league
leader David Price.

Kluber had consecutive 14-
strikeout games in September,
not done since Arizona’s Randy
Johnson in 2004. He became
Cleveland’s fourth Cy Young win-
ner, joining Gaylord Perry (1972),
CC Sabathia (2007) and Cliff Lee
(2008).

“To have your name mentioned
along with theirs in certain cate-
gories is humbling,” Kluber said.

Hernandez, who won the AL
award in 2010, went 15-6 with
a league-leading 2.14 ERA. He
struck out 248 in 236 innings.

“I don’t know what to say. That
was tough,” Hernandez said. “A
little disappointed.”

Kershaw joined Dodgers Hall
of Fame lefty Sandy Koufax as
one of nine pitchers with at least
three Cy Youngs. Roger Clemens
leads the list with seven.

The previous pitcher with a
unanimous win was Detroit’s Jus-
tin Verlander, who took the AL Cy
Young and MVP in 2011. A year
earlier, Philadelphia’s Roy Halla-
day unanimously won the NL Cy
Young.

Verlander is among six AL
pitchers to take the Cy Young and
MVP since Gibson’s NL sweep
nearly a half-century ago.

Kershaw became the first
pitcher to lead the majors in ERA

for four straight years.
Cy Young Vo
Total points on a 7-
AL
ayer 1st 2nd 3rd ath 5th Tot
Kiaber, cle 12 - -169
Hernandez, Sea 13 7 - - o159
sale, ChiW' 219 5 378
NL
er 1st 2nd 3rd ath 5th Tot
Kershaw, LAD S - -210
Cueto, Cinc - 23 6 1 -112
Wainwright, StL - 7 23 - - 97

counttiredirect.com

888-459-4058

cooreRTIRES

M-F: 8am. -8 pm

602-735-1800
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Davis, Pelicans
run past Lakers

The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Anthony
Davis and Tyreke Evans were off
and running the moment Kobe
Bryant’s 20-foot jumper bounced
off the rim and into the hands of 7-
foot Pelicans center Omer Asik.

Evans took the outlet pass,
drove forcefully toward the left
side of the lane and then flicked
aloft an underhanded lob that
Davis threw down for a crowd-
pleasing, alley-oop dunk.

Solid defense against the only
significant scoring threat the
reeling Los Angeles Lakers pos-
sess right now created opportu-
nities for New Orleans to run.
Davis had 25 points, 12 rebounds
and six blocked shots, and the
Pelicans opened a 23-point lead
on their way to a 109-102 victory
Wednesday night.

“When we continue to defend
like that, the offense is going
to come,” said Pelicans coach
Monty Williams, whose team had
18 fast-break points. “When you
don’t have to call plays because
you are running in transition it is
hard for the opposing team to set

Evans had 19 points and 11 as-
sists for New Orleans one game
after going 2-for-14 in a loss at
Cleveland on Monday night.

“I was definitely disappointed
in the Cleveland game,” Evans
said. “I knew I was going to
bounce back and be aggressive
and that’s what I did.”

Ryan Anderson and Jrue Holi-
day each added 17 points for New
Orleans.

Bryant finished with 33, the
most a player has scored against
New Orleans this season, but
had to take 28 shots to do it. He
missed 18, one night after setting
the NBA record for most missed
field goals in a career.

“We all just tried to corral him,”
Holiday said. “We just wanted to
give Kobe a lot of different looks,
try to make him uncomfortable.”

Bryant sounded less concerned
about his offense than his team’s
defense.

New Orleans dominated inside,
outscoring Los Angeles 60-34 in
the paint. The Pelicans shot 54.9
percent, compared to 41.7 per-
cent for the Lakers.

“It should be fixable,” Bryant
said. “We just need to plug the
lane and take care of the paint.”

Rockets 113, Timberwolves
101: At Mexico City, Dwight
Howard had 22 points and 10 re-
bounds, James Harden scored 23
points and added 10 assists, and
Houston beat Minnesota in the
first regular-season game played
south of the border since 1997.

Howard, who missed the Rock-
ets’ only loss of the season Satur-
day against Golden State, came
back strong. He was 9-for-16 from
the field and blocked four shots in
33 minutes.

Pacers 81, Heat 75: Chris
Copeland scored 17 points and
put his team ahead to stay on a
layup with 43 seconds left, and
Roy Hibbert had 16 points and 15
rebounds to help undermanned
Indiana beat host Miami.

Miami had three late shots at
the lead, but a jumper by Luol
Deng missed, Hibbert blocked a
dunk attempt by Deng, and Chris
Bosh airballed a three-pointer.

Trail Blazers 130, Nuggets
113: Damian Lillard had 27
points and a season-high nine as-
sists as visiting Portland used a
huge first half to hand skidding
Denver its sixth straight defeat.

The Trail Blazers led 84-50 at
halftime, one basket from match-
ing the team record for points in a
half (86) set against Golden State
on Jan. 5, 1986.

Wizards 107, Pistons 103:
John Wall had 27 points and 11
assists as host Washington held
off Detroit.

The teams traded the lead on
five consecutive baskets before
Wall’s jumper with 1:11 to play
put the Wizards ahead 101-100.
Marcin Gortat, who had 13 points
and 14 rebounds, dunked with 38
seconds to play, giving Washing-
ton a three-point lead.

Thunder 109, Celtics 94: Reg-
gie Jackson had 28 points and
eight assists, and Anthony Mor-
row scored 28 to lift injury-riddled
Oklahoma City over host Boston.

It was the second win in six
games for the Thunder, who are
missing stars Kevin Durant and
Russell Westbrook.

Magic 97, Knicks 95: Evan
Fournier scored a career-high 28
points and Orlando bounced back
from a poor finish with a good
one, handing host New York its
sixth straight loss.

Nikola Vucevic added 20 points
and 13 rebounds for the Magic,
who led by 11 after three quarters
in Toronto a night earlier, only
to lose 104-100. This time, they
trailed 85-84 midway through
the final period before taking
control.

Carmelo Anthony scored 27
points for the Knicks, who were
held to 19 in the fourth quarter
and still haven’t reached 100 this
season.

Hawks 100, Jazz 97: Paul
Millsap had 30 points and 17 re-
bounds, and Jeff Teague added
17 points to help host Atlanta beat
Utah.

Kyle Korver’s three-pointer
from the left wing with 58 sec-
onds to play put the Hawks up
100-97 and marked the game’s
18th lead change.

Alec Burks finished with 22
points and Derrick Favors scored
20 for the Jazz.

Suns 112, Nets 104: Ger-
ald Green came off the bench to
score 28 points and host Phoenix
erased a 19-point deficit to beat
Brooklyn.
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NFL

By WiLL GRAVES
The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH
he NFL’s leading receiv-
er — the one taken in the
sixth round of the 2010
draft as an unknown,
undersized project — would like
to have a word.

“I'm not a little guy,” Antonio
Brown says.

Point out that at 5-foot-10 and
180 pounds the frenetic Pitts-
burgh Steelers star is hardly con-
sidered an NFL prototype, and
Brown shrugs.

“Im not a little guy,” he
repeats.

And the scouts who believed he
was a fringe prospect at best four
years ago, favoring the likes of
Marcus Easley, Kerry Meier and
Dezmon Briscoe, all 6-2 or taller,
all no longer in the league?

“They made a mistake,” Brown

said with a smile.

Freed by a crackdown on
illegal contact in the sec-
ondary, bolstered by cre-
ative sets designed to
get him in open space,
and emboldened by a
chip on his shoulder
that never seems to go
away, Brown is spear-
heading a mini-revolu-
tion at his position.

Scooch over, Calvin
Johnson. Make room,
Julio Jones. Hold up
there, AJ Green and
Dez Bryant. You’ve got
company.

Midway through the
season, the NFL’s most

electric playmakers are the
guys whose modest frames
belie big-time numbers.

After 10 weeks of play, Brown’s
70 receptions and 1,070 yards re-
ceiving are tops in the league and
his eight touchdowns are tied for
fourth. Brown’s childhood buddy
TY Hilton of the Indianapolis
Colts — generously listed at 5-9
— is third in yards and sixth in
yards per catch.

They’re not alone. Seven of the
top 11 players in yards receiving
are under 6 feet tall.

Sanders (5-11) is
developing into Peyton Manning’s

S

LA

PHIL MasTurzo/Akron Beacon Journal/MCT

Cleveland Browns punter Spencer Lanning is kicked in the head by Pittshurgh return man Antonio
Brown on Sept. 7 in Pittsburgh. At 5-foot-10 and 180 pounds, Brown is small by NFL standards.
But that hasn’t seemed to make any difference to the wide iver, who has b of
quarterback Ben Roethlisberger’s favorite targets.

Small size,
big impact

Shorter, lighter
receivers are
proving worth

Did you know

Seven
of the top
11 players
in yards
receiving are

under 6 feet tall,
led by Pittsburgh’s
Antonio Brown with
1,070 through 10
weeks.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

favorite target in Denver. Golden
Tate (5-10) has become so explo-
sive the Lions are soaring even
with Johnson — Megatron him-
self — struggling to stay healthy.
Julian Edelman (5-10) is a Wes
Welker-type in New England.
Washington is a mess but DeSean
Jackson (5-10) and his not-a-typo
21.8 yards per reception offer the
beleaguered franchise and quar-
terback Robert Griffin III a glim-
mer of hope.

In Baltimore, a rejuvenated
35-year-old Steve Smith is the
old-school boss in the midst of a
late-career renaissance. The 5-
9 veteran already has four 100-
yard receiving games at a time
when most guys at his position
have evolved into part-time role
players if they have a job at all.

“The little guys are coming
back to rule the world,” Smith said
with a laugh. “We’re coming back
(and) we're here to stay. That’s the
bottom line. That’s what it’s about.
The big guys, you can throw it up
to them but at the end of the day
‘when you want to move the sticks,
you have to throw it to the little
guys. We move the needle.”

They’re doing more than that.
They’re finding the end zone with
the same frequency as their larg-
er — and largely higher profile
— colleagues.

AP Sports Writers Mike Marot

in Indianapolis, Joseph White in
Washington, Genaro Armas in Green
Bay, Wisconsin, and Rob Maaddi in
Philadelphia contributed to this report.
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Game becoming
more positionless

By JouN MARSHALL
The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Basketball
coaches long ago developed nu-
merical shorthand for positions
on the floor to define players’
roles and help diagram plays.

The point guard is referred to
as the 1, the shooting guard 2,
small forward 3, power forward 4
and the center is the 5.

Those numbers don’t add up
quite as much anymore.

With the game becoming more
up-tempo and players develop-
ing a wider array of skills, more
coaches are willing to throw out

P the concept
of positions
The fact and  put
that a big their best
H . five play-
BUY IS BOINE /¢ on the
to play floor.
closer — Wel-

. ome to the
whatif you o5 of po-
didn’t have a sitionless

= 2y basketball.
big guy? “Teams
Mike Krzyzewski are going

Duke coach smaller

and caring

more about skill,” UNLV coach
Dave Rice said. “There are still
some teams that play big — and
we still have the ability to do that
some — but I think you see more
and more across the country (is)
positionless basketball, just play-
ing more skilled guys, multiple
guys on the floor who can handle
the ball, multiple guys who can
space the floor and just make
plays for each other and share
it.”

From the early days of basket-
ball, players’ roles were defined
by their positions: The point guard
distributed the ball, the shooting
guard and small forward were
the slashers and shooters, the
power forward did the heavy lift-
ing inside and the center camped
near the rim at both ends of the
floor.

Now, true point guards are hard
to find, replaced by combo guards
‘who are just as good at scoring as

setting teammates up.

Back-to-the-basket big men are
all but extinct; the tallest players
on the court are often their teams’
best perimeter shooters. Small
forwards and shooting guards are
essentially the same player on
most teams. A player who has one
position on offense may switch to
another on defense.

Everyone on the floor, it seems,
can do a little bit of everything.

“The mentality, especially for
a lot of our guys, is they can play
any position at any time,” Duke
Jjunior forward Amile Jefferson
said. “Because they can do a lot
of things on the court, they can be
at different positions.”

Duke coach Mike Krzyze-
wski has long been a proponent
of ignoring positions and has
used the concept while coach-
ing Team USA in international
competition.

The difference now is position-
less basketball has become more
prevalent. Except for a handful of
teams that have a true point guard
or back-down center, college bas-
ketball is filled with teams that
spread the floor and rely on inter-
changeable parts.

“Our game doesn’t have a posi-
tion,” Krzyzewski said. “You have
five guys working together trying
to stop the other five guys from
creating a shot. The fact that a big
guy is going to play closer — what
if you didn’t have a big guy?”

Following the example set by
big, athletic players like Kevin
Durant and LeBron James, the
new big kids seem far more in-
terested in losing someone with
a crossover dribble or stroking
in a three-pointer than shooting a
jump hook from 3 feet. Personal
coaches and elite travel team
coaches have added to skill de-
velopment, creating taller players
with guard-like skills.

And with that, the game has
changed, becoming more up-
tempo and more reliant on the
three-point shot.

AP Basketball Writer Aaron Beard in
Raleigh, North Carolina, contributed to
this story.

Rosert WiLLeTT, Raveich News & OBsERVER/MCT

Duke junior forward Amile Jefferson says the mentality of many of
his teammates is that they can play any position at any time.

Cuarvie NEIBERGALL/AP

lowa State forward Georges Niang goes into the season 25 pounds lighter than he was a year ago.

Players shed pounds
to hone body of work

By Luke MEREDITH
The Associated Press

AMES, Iowa — Iowa State’s
Georges Niang was already one
of the nation’s top players.

Imagine what Niang can do
now that he’s in shape.

His broken foot in last season’s
NCAA tournament provided the
impetus to fix perhaps the only
thing keeping him from becom-
ing an All-American: his fitness.

Niang averaged 16.7 points and
4.5 rebounds last season despite
being in less than ideal shape.
So Niang set about reshaping his
body, and he’ll head into the sea-
son 25 pounds lighter.

“He’s the same old Georges.
He just a little bit more explosive.
He’s got a little bit more stamina,”
Towa State coach Fred Hoiberg
said.

Niang isn’t the only notable col-
lege basketball player slimmer
than ever in 2014-15.

North Carolina’s Kennedy
Meeks has shed about S0 pounds
since arriving on campus as a
freshman. N.C State’s forward
Beejay Anya is roughly 60 pounds
lighter in his second season.

Tennessee forward Dominic
‘Woodson has dropped nearly 25
pounds in the offseason in an ef-
fort to adjust to new coach Donnie
Tyndall’s up-tempo system. Vir-
ginia swingman Justin Anderson
has lost close to 15 pounds as he
looks for an expanded role this
season.

Niang, a 6-foot-7 forward, made
himself a star with an array of
spin moves and crafty bank shots.
He’s also an excellent passer — a
major plus in coach Fred Hoi-
berg’s space-oriented attack —
and has a knack for hitting more

By the numbers

25

Number of pounds lowa
State forward Georges
Niang lost between last
season and this season.

320

Weight of North Carolina’s

Kennedy Meeks when he

arrived on campus a year
ago. Now he’s at 270.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

threes than most power forwards
would even shoot.

Niang’s talents have made him
invaluable to the 14th-ranked Cy-
clones, especially in late-game
situations. But Niang noticed he’d
get tired as the game went on, and
that led to mental mistakes and
turnovers in crucial moments.

“By this time last year I felt
like I was a little worn out,” Niang
said. “I feel rejuvenated and I feel
a lot healthier. I took a step in the
right direction by helping myself
out.”

The 6-9 Meeks showed up in
Chapel Hill just more than a year
ago at 320 pounds. He dropped
to 290 by the start of last sea-
son, averaging 7.6 points and 6.1
rebounds.

Meeks is now about 270 pounds.
He could very well be one of this
season’s breakout stars for the
sixth-ranked Tar Heels.

“He’s more explosive. I want
him to be more aggressive think-
ing. That doesn’t mean foul peo-
ple. Get the ball and go stronger
to the basket. You're not carrying
285 to 295 now,” North Carolina
coach Roy Williams said.

Anya, who is 6-9, struggled
with his weight all season and
yet still ranked ninth in the ACC
in blocked shots in 2013-14. He’s
now listed at 295 pounds and, like
Meeks, could emerge as one of the
ACC’s most improved players.

“Now that I'm in better shape,
I’'m more capable of going up and
down the court,” Anya said. “I
can go in there for 10-15 minute
stretches without them having to
take me out.”

Aoam Lau, KnoxviLLe News-Si AP

Tennessee forward Dominic
Woodson has dropped nearly 25

pounds in the offseason.

AP Sports Writers Aaron Beard in
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, Joedy
McCreary in Raleigh, North Carolina,
and Steve Megargee in Knoxville,
Tennessee contributed to this report.
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Year of the team?

Lack of fantastic freshmen puts focus on depth

By JoHN MARSHALL
The Associated Press

he 2013-14 college basketball season was

known as the year of the freshman. With

the likes of one-and-doners like Andrew

Wiggins, Jabari Parker and Aaron Gordon,
it lived up to the billing, too.

This season, the stars aren’t shining so bright and
it is teams that are on the marquee
instead: Kentucky’s 12-deep roster,
Arizona’s loaded squad and the ex-
perienced Badgers of Wisconsin.

Year of the team doesn’t exactly
have the same ring to it, but it’s
more to the essence of what college
basketball is about.

Just look at Kansas. The Jay-
hawks, ranked No. 5 in The Associ-
ated Press preseason poll, lost two
lottery picks and may be even bet-
ter this season.

“This is a team like that in that
there’s not a first, second or third
pick right now,” Kansas coach Bill
Self said. “I mean, I'm not saying
somebody couldn’t become that
eventually, but right now there’s not. But we’ve got a
‘whole bunch of good players and I'm excited about
that because we do have good basketball players.”

The team with the highest number of good play-
ers, at least on paper, is preseason No. 1 Kentucky.

The Wildcats have another batch of potential first-
round NBA picks in John Calipari’s latest recruiting
class and, in a twist, have many of their star players
back from a team that played for a national cham-
pionship. They are so deep that Calipari is trying a
platoon system.

Arizona coach Sean Miller may have his best team
yet, which is saying something for a team that’s been
within seconds of the Final Four twice in three sea-
sons. Wisconsin made it to the Final Four last sea-
son and has nearly everyone back, including center
Frank Kaminsky. Duke’s loaded, too, adding a strong
recruiting class headed by preseason All-American
Jahlil Okafor.

‘ 1 just keep

telling our team

no championship
teams are here in
November. We
can’t predict the
future. It only
matters in March.”

T.J. McConnell
Avrizona senior point guard

But it’s not just about who has the best talent.
Chemistry is a big part of which teams make deep
March runs.

“I just keep telling our team no championship
teams are here in November,” Arizona senior point
guard T.J. McConnell said. “We can’t predict the fu-
ture. It only matters in March.”

Predicting this season’s star players could be
tough, too, though there are some quality choices.

Kaminsky led the Badgers to the
Final Four, is anightmare matchup
as a 7-footer who can shoot and is
a preseason All-American. North
Carolina point guard Marcus
Paige was perhaps college basket-
ball’s best go-to player last season.
Kentucky has returning stars like
big-shot Aaron Harrison, his twin
Aaron and athletic 7-footer Willie
Cauley-Stein.

The freshmen class might not be
quite as sparkly as last season’s,
but there’s definitely talent.

Okafor was the third freshman
preseason All-American in five
years and could make the Blue
Devils quickly forget the loss of
Parker to the NBA. Athletic Stanley Johnson could
do the same at Arizona, which lost one-and-done
forward Aaron Gordon.

Big man Cliff Alexander will be a handful at Kan-
sas and Karl-Anthony Towns might be the most tal-
ented player on Kentucky’s roster this season.

The conference with the best group of teams will
likely be the powerful ACC.

Last season, the ACC picked up Syracuse, Pitts-
burgh and Notre Dame. Louisville will be a part
of the conference this season, giving it four Hall
of Fame coaches and grinder of a schedule for its
teams.

“Based on past successes, this may be the stron-
gest collection of basketball programs in history,”
ACC Commissioner John Swofford said. “I think
historically it certainly falls into that category. ”

It all begins today.

Back page photos courtesy of the Associated Press.

By GeNaro C. ARMAS
The Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — Seven-foot-
er Frank Kaminsky’s inside-out
game won’t take opponents by
surprise this year. Getting named
apreseason All-American kind of
takes away any element of sur-
prise that the jump-shooting big
man may have had left.

Double team Kaminsky and
Sam Dekker can make opponents
pay just as dearly from just about
anywhere on the court — just like
Kaminsky.

This is the predicament that
opponents of the third-ranked
Badgers must face all season.

Coach Bo Ryan likes big men
who can stretch the floor and

™ shoot the three. In Kaminsky

Mark J. TerRRILL/AP

Baylor guard Gary Franklin (4) has a shot stopped by Wisconsin
forward Frank Kaminsky (44) in Anaheim, Calif., on March 27. No.
3 Wisconsin has one of the nation’s top frontcourts with preseason
All-American Kaminsky and athletic forward Sam Dekker.

and Dekker, he may have his best
frontcourt tandem yet in his 14th
year in Madison.

A look at some of the other top
frontcourts in the country for the
college basketball season:

Jae C. Hone/AP

San Diego State forward Josh Davis (22) shoots between Arizona
guards Nick Johnson (13) and Aaron Gordon (11) in Anaheim, Calif.,
on March 27. There are fewer star players in college basketball this
season, putting the focus back on the team instead of individuals.

Arizona: Goodbye Aaron Gor-
don, hello Stanley Johnson. The
athletic, 6-foot-7 Johnson could
be a one-and-done phenom for
the Wildcats, who were already
fortified with the return of 6-foot-
9 junior Brandon Ashley from a
broken foot. Seven-footer Kaleb
Tarczewski averaged 9.9. points
last season, while 6-7 Rondae Hol-
lis-Jefferson averaged 9.1 points.

Duke: Speaking of freshman
phenoms, the 6-11, 270-pound
Jahlil Okafor is the latest pre-
sumed one-year wonder for the
Blue Devils. Okafor has already
been called “a dominant player”
by coach Mike Krzyzewski. A
preseason All-American before
playing a college minute, Okafor
averaged 24 points and 11.3 re-
bounds as a high school senior.
Amile Jefferson, a 6-9 junior, also
returns in the frontcourt.

Kentucky: The Wildcats keep
stockpiling first-year talent, with
6-11 Karl Anthony Towns and 6-
10 Trey Lyles joining a frontcourt

Badgers, Wildcats among
nation’s best front lines

that already has returning 7-foot-
ers Willie Cauley-Stein and Da-
kari Johnson.

Louisville: Not to be outdone by
their in-state rivals, the Cardinals
boast preseason All-American for-
ward Montrezl Harrell. The ath-
letic, 6-foot-8 Harrell averaged 14
points and 8.4 rebounds last sea-
son. Coach Rick Pitino wants an-
other returnee, 6-5 senior forward
Wayne Blackshear (8.2 points) to
be more aggressive this year.

Texas: Don’t mess with Texas
in the paint. The stocky Long-
horns already return 6-10 center
Prince Ibeh, 6-8 forward Jona-
than Holmes and 6-9, 285-pound
forward Cam Ridley. Prized re-
cruit Myles Turner, a 6-11 for-
ward, could end up being the best
of the bunch. The freshman can
block shots and hit threes. Coach
Rick Barnes has so much depth
he has said he has tinkered in
practice with a lineup using four
forwards to go with point guard
Isaiah Taylor.
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RBs in spotlight for Wisconsin-Nebraska

Defenses know
where to focus
most attention

By GENARO C. ARMAS
The Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — It sounds
like good buddies Melvin Gordon
and Ameer Abdullah were main-
taining radio silence most of this
week.

If that’s the case, two of the
nation’s top running backs will
communicate next on Saturday,
when Gordon and No. 22 Wiscon-
sin host Abdullah and No. 11 Ne-
braska in what could be a Big Ten
West division elimination game.

Let the games begin between
the potential Heisman Trophy
finalists.

Abdullah texted Gordon on
Monday morning. “But he said,
‘I'll see you Saturday,’ so it don’t
sound like we’ll be talking until
then,” Gordon said with a chuck-
le. “Yeah, that’s pretty much what
it sounded like, that last text.”

Gordon and Abdullah are the
headline acts, and deservedly
so. Gordon leads the country at
166.8 yards per game; Abdullah
leads the country with 187.9 all-

AJ Mast/AP

Wisconsin running back Melvin Gordon, left, leaps
over Purdue’s Leroy Clark during the second half

last Saturday. His duel with Nebraska’
Abdullah is the highlight of the key Big Ten game.

’'s Ameer

Nebraska running back Ameer Abdullah is

expected to be at full strength for this week’s
game at Wisconsin after spraining his left knee

against Purdue on Nov. 1.

= L3
ERic GREGORY, THE JOURNAL-STAR/AP

No. 22 Wisconsin (7-2)
at No. 11 Nebraska (8-1)
AFN-Xtra
9:30 p.m. Saturday CET
5:30 a.m. Sunday JKT

of hearing it come Saturday,”
Gordon said. “They’re going to be
ready to shut both of us down. Me
and him, we’re going to have to
run hard — one cut and go.”

Only the Badgers defense
would rather throw up a road-
block to Abdullah.

By the numbers

166.8

Yards rushing per game
for Wisconsin’s Melvin
Gordon, tops in the
nation. Nebraska’s Ameer

purpose yards per game. Their
friendly footrace on the rushing
charts would alone make for a
compelling story line.

But this game has much broad-
er implications.

The Cornhuskers (8-1) and Bad-
gers (7-2) are tied with Minneso-
ta atop the Big Ten West with 4-1
league records. The winner gets
an edge in claiming the division
title and the trip to Indianapolis
for the conference championship
game.

This is exactly the position that
Wisconsin was hoping to be in de-
spite losing to Northwestern 20-14
on Oct. 4. Since then, the Badgers
have won four straight by double

digits.

The running game is rolling
and the nation’s top-ranked de-
fense just keeps getting better. It’s
happening just in time for the de-
fining three-game stretch to end
the regular season, with home
games against Nebraska and
Minnesota sandwiched around a
trip to Iowa.

But the Badgers’ collective
focus is trained entirely on the
Cornhuskers.

“It’s going to be a great environ-
ment for us,” coach Gary Ander-
sen said. “It’s the only game that
matters. A lot of that is coach-talk,
but it’s really true.”

This will be Wisconsin’s big-

gest home game under Andersen
since he took over here in 2013,
though the even-keeled coach
himself would rather not get in-
volved in such talk.

“We’re going to approach it ex-
actly the same,” he said.

It is a sound plan given the
overwhelmingly positive results
of late. The two-quarterback sys-
tem with starter Joel Stave and
mobile, change-of-pace junior
Tanner McEvoy is finally gaining
traction to balance the offense.

Until last week, the Badgers
alternated Stave and McEvoy by
series, with Stave getting the ma-
Jjority of playing time. But in last
week’s 34-16 win over Purdue,

Stave and McEvoy alternated at
times by play.

Stave still saw the majority
of snaps, but the system worked
with Stave going 19-for-29 for 219
yards with two touchdowns, and
McEvoy running for a 13-yard
score.

“Just the flexibility within the
offense is huge for us,” Andersen
said.

But make no mistake — all eyes
at Camp Randall on Saturday will
be on the highly anticipated duel
between Gordon and Abdullah.
Gordon is pretty sure each team’s
defense is already a little annoyed
by the all the Heisman hype.

“And they’re going to be tired

Abduallah is sixth with
138.9 yards per game.

187.89

All-purpose yards per game
for Nebraska’'s Abduallah,
No. 1 in the nation among
RBs. Wisconsin’s Gordon
is second with 176
per game.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

Expansion leaves Big Ten with uneven schedules

By Noan TRISTER
The Associated Press

If Minnesota wins the Big Ten’s West Di-
vision, the Golden Gophers will have done
it the hard way.

This weekend, coach Jerry Kill’s team
hosts Ohio State, which just took control
of the East by hammering Michigan State
on the road. Although the Golden Gophers
are tied atop their division with Wisconsin
and Nebraska, they’re at a bit of a disad-
vantage. The Badgers and Cornhuskers
don’t have to face the Buckeyes during the
regular season.

“We’ve just got to do our job. I've said
that all along,” Kill said. “We’ve had a
tough schedule, and it’s not getting any
easier, but that’s the challenge that our
football team has, and we’re looking for-
ward to that challenge.”

With the addition of Maryland and Rut-
gers this season, the Big Ten now has two
seven-team divisions, and there’s no way
for everyone in the league to play every-

one else. Instead, each team plays two op-
ponents from the other division, meaning
some of the league’s top teams won’t neces-
sarily face each other.

Right now, No. 11 Nebraska (8-1, 4-1),
No. 22 Wisconsin (7-2, 4-1) and Minnesota
(7-2, 4-1) are tied atop the West. Nebras-
ka’s crossover games this year are against
Michigan State and Rutgers, and the Corn-
huskers already lost to the Spartans. Wis-
consin beat Rutgers and Maryland handily.
Minnesota beat Michigan and now here
come the eighth-ranked Buckeyes.

Advantage, Wisconsin.

“With new teams coming in from Mary-
land and Rutgers and realignment and
those type of things, those games, it’ll cir-
cle back around,” Kill said. “It’s part of it,
and we understand it from adding teams.”

The schedule may hurt Ohio State as well.
The Buckeyes made a major statement last
weekend with their 49-37 victory at Michi-
gan State — the first Big Ten loss for the
Spartans since 2012. But even if Ohio State
beats everyone it plays from the Big Ten,

it’s hard to say how much that will impress
college football’s playoff committee.

Before beating Michigan State, the
Buckeyes’ best victory this season was
probably against Maryland or Penn State,
and neither of those wins was much of a
head turner for a team climbing back in
the polls from a two-touchdown loss at
home to unranked Virginia Tech. If Ohio
State had a chance to play both Nebraska
and Wisconsin, the Buckeyes might be able
to bolster their résumé a bit, but their best-
case scenario now is probably a win over
one of those two teams in the Big Ten title
game.

Contrast that with the Big 12, in which
each team plays all nine of its conference
rivals. Teams like TCU and Baylor don’t
have to worry about missing a chance to
earn a quality win.

The Big Ten is going to a nine-game
conference schedule in 2016, so it will be
marginally harder for the top teams in dif-
ferent divisions to miss each other during
the regular season.

“I'msure there will always be some ques-
tions, year in and year out. Who’s going to
be in the driver seat when you get late in
the year? And who’s playing well? Who'’s
not playing well?” Wisconsin coach Gary
Andersen said. “But nine games should
definitely help that. We’ll have more cross-
over games, so you're going to have more
— whatever you want to call those — the
quality matchups or big-time matchups.”

Wisconsin faces Nebraska this weekend,
then Minnesota takes on Nebraska and
Wisconsin to end the regular season. The
Gophers have their title hopes very much
in their own hands — but unless they can
pull off an upset against Ohio State, they
won’t have much margin for error when
they play the Badgers and Cornhuskers.

So Ohio State’s dominance could end up
affecting both division races this year.

“We had a good win against Iowa [last
weekend], and then you go home, you get a
little bit of time,” Kill said. “And then you
watch the Michigan State-Ohio State game.
And then you don’t sleep.”
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Auburn defensive lineman Jeffrey Whitaker (54) brings down South
Carolina running back Brandon Wilds on Oct. 25. The No. 9 Tigers’
defense will focus on curtailing Georgia RB Todd Gurley this week.

Auburn’s struggling
defense facing Gurley

By JonN ZENOR
The Associated Press

AUBURN, Ala. — Auburn’s de-
fense has been struggling against
quarterbacks ranging from a
Heisman Trophy contender to a
freshman making his first road
start.

Now, the ninth-ranked Tigers
face a different but equally for-
midable challenge: Trying to con-
tain No. 16 Georgia’s star tailback
Todd Gurley on Saturday night
upon his return from a four-game
suspension for accepting money
for autographs.

“Nobody’s stopped him and
some of them slowed him down a
little bit,” Auburn defensive coor-
dinator Ellis Johnson said. “The
only guy that stopped him was the
autograph guy.”

Jokes aside, the Tigers’ defen-
sive problems became serious
over the past month. Auburn’s
secondary was picked apart by
Texas A&M freshman Kyle Allen
in the first half of a 41-38 defeat,
and Auburn fared even worse
against Mississippi State star
Dak Prescott.

Gurley and the Bulldogs repre-
sent just the latest challenge.

Auburn opponents have been
averaging 487 yards and 36
points over the last four games,
including losses to the Aggies and
Mississippi State.

It’s especially disturbing for
a defense that appeared to have
improved dramatically over last
season before starting a down-
ward slide, particularly against
the pass.

Auburn fans barely got a
chance to rattle Allen before he
threw a 60-yard touchdown pass
four plays into the game and a 36-
yarder less than a minute later
after a turnover.

The Tigers did hold Texas
A&M to two field goals in the sec-
ond half.

“Getting off to the start, that’s
been the thing that we’ve got to
fix,” Tigers coach Gus Malzahn
said. “Once we get into the game,
especially the second half, our
guysare playing better and they’re
settling down and all that.

“We’ve got to get off to a bet-
ter start defensively earlier in the
game.”

Auburn did get a boost from
the return of safety Jermaine
Whitehead against the Aggies.
He worked his way back onto the

No. 9 Auburn (7-2, 4-2 SEC)
at No. 16 Georgia (7-2, 5-2)
FN-Sports
1:15 a.m. Sunday CET
9:15 a.m. Sunday JKT

defense for the first time since re-
turning from a suspension after
starting out just playing on spe-
cial teams.

Whitehead had an interception
to help out a secondary that has
given up 12 touchdown passes and
an average of 320 yards passing
during that four-game stretch.

The Tigers have been better
against the run with a front line
that lacks a consistent pass rusher.
Defensive end Carl Lawson, who
was expected to fill that role, has
been sidelined all season by a knee
injury sustained in the spring.

Gurley was averaging 154.6
yards on the ground over the first
five games, and freshman Nick
Chubb put up big numbers in his
absence.

They presents a different kind
of task for a defense that has been
50 porous against the pass.

Prescott is the only player to
rush for 100 yards against the Ti-
gers this season.

But they still have to correct is-
sues ranging from missed tackles
to poor communication and bust-
ed assignments.

Auburn made it to the national
championship game last season
with a defense ranked 86th in total
yards allowed, while coming up
with some big defensive stands.

“Iwould say we have to do a bet-
terjob of reacting sometimes,” de-
fensive tackle Gabe Wright said.
“That’s the thing, when you play
in the SEC, youre going to play
against great coaches and these
coaches bring in great talent.

“I really believe it is a game of
adjustments. We of course have
to do a better job of starting off
better. I always felt like since
last year when the new coaching
staff came in, we’ve always been
good on third downs and in the
fourth quarter. That’s something
we really have to get back to and
stressing.”

Back in the spotlight

No. 1 Mississippi State prepares for SEC West
showdown vs. Alabama after lull in schedule

By Davip BRANDT
The Associated Press

STARKVILLE, Miss. — No.
1 Mississippi State has been an
afterthought on college football’s
landscape during the past few
weeks, securing ho-hum wins
over inferior opponents with reg-
ular monotony.

That all changes on Saturday.

The Bulldogs (9-0, 5-0 South-
eastern Conference, No. 1 CFP)
travel to face No. 4 Alabama (8-
1, 5-1, No. 5 CFP) in Tuscaloosa
in what will be a showdown for
Western Division supremacy.
The game begins a pivotal three-
game stretch, which also includes
Vanderbilt and rival Mississippi.

Just minutes after Mississippi
State beat Tennessee-Martin 45-
16 on Saturday night, the Bull-
dogs had already switched their
focus to the Tide.

“This is what you play for,”
Mississippi State coach Dan Mul-
len said. “We're in the middle of
November, competing for first
place in the SEC West, which is
what it’s all about. That’s what
you come here for. That’s what we
want our program to be like.”

Mississippi State goes into the
Alabama game on a 12-game win-
ning streak that’s second in the na-
tion behind Florida State. That’s
one of many reasons the Bulldogs
have plenty of confidence despite
losing six straight games in the
series dating to 2007.

The Tide is riding high after a
come-from-behind, 20-13 over-
time win over LSU in Death
Valley.

Gl

No. 1 Mississippi St. (9-0, 5-0)
at No. 4 Alabama (8-1, 5-1)
AFN-Sports
9:30 p.m. Saturday CET
5:30 a.m. Sunday JKT

“Playing in big time games in
November means youre play-
ing for championships,” quarter-
back Dak Prescott said. “To go to
Tuscaloosa being the hunted is a
challenge we are willing to take.”

Prescott had a good game
against Tennessee-Martin,
throwing for two touchdowns and
running for a 48-yard touchdown
before being pulled from the
game in the third quarter after
the Bulldogs had built a big lead.

The 6-foot-2, 230-pound junior
has been dealing with an injured
left ankle, but looked healthy
against the Skyhawks, scrambling
for the long touchdown score and
moving in the pocket with ease.

Mississippi State also cleaned
up some of its miscues from previ-
ous weeks. After eight turnovers
over a three-game stretch against
Auburn, Kentucky and Arkansas,
the first-team offense didn’t have
any against Tennessee-Martin.

The Bulldogs’ offense contin-
ues to be nearly unstoppable —
they’re on pace for single-season
program records in both points

and total yards. But Mullen is
still frustrated with his defense’s
inability to force three-and-outs
and turnovers.

“I give our guys credit, we're
finding ways to make plays, we're
finding ways to win the game,
even though we’re doing a lot of
things that you can’t do to win
games,” Mullen said.

Mississippi State showed its
depth in the win against Tennes-
see-Martin, which might prove
useful in what will likely be a phys-
ically taxing game against Ala-
bama. Ashton Shumpert ran for 82

yards and a

‘ touchdown
. while Bran-
We don’t 4, Holloway
want teams had 70 yards
rushing and
t‘; fearvtvme a touchdown.
of us. We Freshman
want them Gabe Myles
caught a

to fear all team-high
of us..” five passes
Joe Morrow for 54 yards.
Miss.St. WR Junior  Joe

Morrow

— the team’s

ninth-leading receiver coming
into the game — caught a 55-yard
touchdown pass.

While the Bulldogs will lean
on stars like Prescott, running
back Josh Robinson and receiver
De’Runnya Wilson against the
Tide, the hope is Alabama will
have to be mindful of everyone on
the field.

“We don’t want teams to fear
one of us,” Morrow said. “We
want them to fear all of us.”

Jim LyTLe/AP

Mississippi State running back Brandon Holloway, left, sprints to the end zone for a touchdown ahead
of UT-Martin defender Taino Fears-Perez last week. After several weeks of facing inferior opponents, the
top-ranked Bulldogs face a tough test against No. 4 Alabama in an SEC Western Division showdown.
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