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suspects in anti-terrorism raids across Europe. Two more suspects were

arrested after a firefight in Verviers, Belgium, on Thursday.
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‘Fat Leonard’ says ‘scores’ of Navy officials took bribes

By Craic WHITLOCK
The Washington Post

A Malaysian defense contractor plead-
ed guilty Thursday in a corruption scan-
dal of epic proportions, admitting that
he bribed “scores” of U.S. Navy officials
with $500,000 in cash, six figures’ worth
of sex from prostitutes, lavish hotel stays,
spa treatments, Cuban cigars, Kobe beef,
Spanish suckling pigs and an array of
other luxury goods.

Leonard Glenn Francis, a businessman
who charmed a generation of Navy offi-

h—

cers while resupplying their ships in Asia,

admitted in federal court in San Diego to
presiding over a decade-long corruption
scheme involving his Singapore-based
firm, Glenn Defense Marine Asia.

The investigation has steadily escalated
into the biggest corruption case in the Na-
vy’s history, with Francis admitting that
he bilked the service out of tens of mil-
lions of dollars by overcharging for food,
fuel and basic services. Five current and
former Navy officials have pleaded guilty
so far, and prosecutors have made it clear
they are targeting others.

SEE BRIBES ON PAGE 2

Leonard
Glenn Francis
pleaded guilty
Thursday

in an ever-
expanding
Navy bribery
scandal
involving
prostitutes
and luxury
travel.
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Bribes: Blow to Navy’s reputation may be severe

FROM FRONT PAGE

The Navy has also stripped se-
curity clearances from two admi-
rals, including the chief of naval
intelligence, for their alleged in-
volvement with Francis, although
they have not been charged with a
crime.

Known in Navy circles as “Fat
Leonard” for his girth, Francis,
50, agreed to forfeit $35 million
in ill-gotten proceeds and could
face up to 25 years in prison. But
the most severe impact may turn
out to be the blow to the Navy’s
reputation, given the array of evi-
dence that so many officers were
corrupted so easily by a foreign
defense contractor.

“It is astounding that Leonard
Francis was able to purchase the
integrity of Navy officials by of-
fering them meaningless material
possessions and the satisfaction of
selfish indulgences,” said Laura
Duffy, the U.S. attorney for the
Southern District of California,
whose office has led the investiga-
tion. “In sacrificing their honor,
these officers helped Francis de-
fraud their country out of tens of
millions of dollars. Now they will
be held to account.”

The criminal investigation has
spanned eight states and eight
Asian countries, with more than
100 law enforcement agents in-
volved, court records show.

In his plea agreement, Francis
admitted that he and his firm de-
frauded the Navy by overcharging
for hundreds of Asian port visits
by U.S. ships and submarines. To
ensure he didn’t get caught, he
plied Navy officials with an array
of temptations, including lavish
meals, “top-shelf” alcohol, de-
signer handbags, fountain pens,
ornamental swords, computers,
furniture and handmade ship
models.

Federal prosecutors disclosed
Thursday that Francis has pro-
vided evidence against two more
Navy officials who have yet to
be charged: a lieutenant com-
mander and a contract specialist
whose names have not been made
public.

The unnamed contract special-
ist, a female civilian official based
in Singapore for 20 years, was
given a bottomless travel expense
account, which she used to visit
Bali, Bangkok, Dubai, Turkey
and Greece, according to Fran-
cis’ plea agreement. In exchange,
she worked as a mole for Glenn
Defense Marine, handing over

LenNY laNELZI/AP

Assistant U.S. Attorneys Mark Pletcher, left, and Robert Huie talk outside the federal courthouse
Thursday about the guilty plea of Leonard Francis, known in military circles as Fat Leonard, to bribery
charges involving U.S. Navy officials.

proprietary contracting informa-
tion and advocating on the firm’s
behalf.

The scandal erupted into pub-
lic view in September 2013, when
federal agents lured Francis to a
San Diego hotel and arrested him
in a sting operation.

The Navy said it began scru-
tinizing Francis in May 2010 but
that he was repeatedly able to
thwart criminal investigators by
bribing a senior agent with the
Naval Criminal Investigative Ser-
vice, who fed him sensitive files
and helped to cover his tracks.

Although  Francis initially
fought the charges against him, he
agreed to cooperate with prosecu-
tors in recent weeks.

Navy leaders have condemned
the unethical behavior of officers
involved in the case and have ac-
knowledged that the scandal could
grow even worse. Navy Secretary
Ray Mabus has pledged to set up
a special disciplinary process, led
by a four-star admiral, to review
allegations against Navy person-
nel who avoid federal criminal
charges but may have run afoul of
ethical regulations.

“The Navy holds its personnel
to the highest standards and those
who fall short are held account-
able,” Rear Adm. Dawn Cutler,
a Navy spokeswoman, said in a
statement. “NCIS uncovered the
criminal activity associated with
this case and continues to cooper-

‘ It is astounding that Leonard Francis was able to
purchase the integrity of Navy officials by offering
them meaningless material possessions and the
satisfaction of selfish indulgences. 7

Laura Duffy

U.S. attorney for the Southern District of California

ate with the Justice Department.”

Hours before Francis pleaded
guilty Thursday, federal prosecu-
tors won another conviction when
a Navy captain, Daniel Dusek,
admitted to disclosing military
secrets to Francis and his firm in
exchange for prostitutes, cash and
visits to luxury hotels in Hawaii,
Hong Kong and the Philippines.

According to a copy of his plea
agreement, Dusek provided clas-
sified information about Navy
ship schedules dozens of times
to Glenn Defense Marine, which
held contracts worth more than
$200 million to supply Navy ves-
sels throughout Asia.

Dusek’s attorney, Douglas Ap-
plegate, did not respond to a phone
call seeking comment.

The Navy announced in October
2013 that it had relieved Dusek of

d of the USS B
Richard for his alleged involve-
ment in the scandal, but his ap-
pearance in court Thursday was
the first sign that he had been
under criminal investigation.

According to court records, in
October 2010, Dusek persuaded
the Navy to send an aircraft car-
rier, the USS Abraham Lincoln,
and its strike group to visit a port
in Malaysia that was largely con-
trolled by Glenn Defense Marine.
As a result, the company was able
to easily inflate invoices and over-
charge the Navy for a variety of
services.

Dusek, then working as deputy
director of operations for the 7th
Fleet, provided the contractor
with classified information about
ship movements on dozens of oc-
casions, further aiding the compa-
ny in its scheme to gouge the Navy
during port visits, the records
show.

Francis prized the arrangement
so much that he called Dusek “a
golden asset” in an email to an-
other company executive, noting
that he could “drive the big decks”
— or aircraft carriers — “into our
fat revenue” ports, according to
the records.
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More uses
for exosuits
reported

By THoMAS GIBBONS-NEFF
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON —It’s no secret
that U.S. armed forces are work-
ing on high-tech robotic suits,
known as exosuits, to enhance the
average servicemember’s capa-
bilities and develop the military’s
very own Iron Man.

But while many are excited
about the potential of an army of
Tony Starks vanquishing the free
world’s enemies, a new report by
the Center for a New American
Security suggests exosuits have
unrecognized potential when it
comes to humanitarian assistance
and ship-based operations.

The 28-page report, “Between
Iron Man and Aqua Man: Exo-
suit Opportunities in Maritime
Operations,” suggests that exo-
suits technology will be avail-
able within five years and could
greatly benefit U.S. maritime
operations. It finds that “damage
control is the application with the
greatest opportunity for capabil-
ity enhancement and that use
in deck operations and mainte-
nance would provide major cost
savings.”

The report’s authors, Navy Lt.
Scott Cheney-Peters and Andrew
Herr, come with vested interests
in the subject. Cheney-Peters is
a surface warfare officer in the
Navy Reserve. Herr is the chief
executive of Mind Plus Matter, a
human performance consulting
firm, and Helicase, a technology
consultancy.

But the two view exosuits as the
way of the future — technology
that will allow sailors to do more
with less on ships that are dam-
aged, repairing and resupplying
at sea. Imagine a shipping con-
tainer overturning in rough seas,
or a fire below decks. Instead of
having teams of people or large
pieces of equipment deployed,
one or two sailors outfitted with
specifically equipped exosuits
could do the job.

“More importantly, the benefits
from accelerating these functions
would only increase during mili-
tary operations. Getting ships
back to the fight sooner is partic-

CourTesy oF LockHeep MARTIN/The Washington Post

Lockheed Martin says this suit is designed to allow users to carry

heavy machinery and tools,

ularly valuable,” the report says.
Aside from ship-based opera-
tions, Herr and Cheney-Peters
highlight the potential of exosu-
its in humanitarian missions and
expeditionary base construction.
The technology could play an inte-
gral role in moving large amounts
of equipment and providing sup-
port during operations that might
be strapped for resources.
Implementing exosuits as a
force multiplier, however, could
also have drawbacks. Unpredict-
able ship movements at sea, rust
in saltwater environments and
the need for a constant power
supply would possibly push the
Navy to modify aspects of their
fleet and operating procedures

to accommodate suits on ship and
for shore-based operations.

To control costs, the report
suggests the implementation of a
single type of exosuit that could
be outfitted for various missions.
Its development program, the
authors say, could be led by the
Navy, possibly in conjunction
with the Coast Guard.

“If the Navy tries to jointly de-
velop a suit with the Army, it will
likely be burdened with the cost
of the requirements necessitated
by operating in a land environ-
ment away from reliable power
sources, almost certainly skew-
ering the cost-benefit analysis
against this promising technol-
ogy for maritime applications.”

US troops set to
train moderate
rebels in Syria

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — American
troops are preparing to deploy to
the Middle East to train moderate
Syrian rebels, Pentagon officials
said Friday.

About 400 trainers and an un-
specified number of support per-
sonnel will go to Saudi Arabia,
Turkey and Qatar to conduct the
training, which is expected to
begin in early spring, according
to Cmdr. Elissa Smith, a Penta-
gon spokeswoman.

“This number could fluctu-
ate based on course load, course
requirements and other vari-
ables,” Smith said in an emailed
statement.

Pentagon officials did not iden-
tify which U.S. military units will
be involved or exactly when the
troops will begin to deploy.

Col. Ed Thomas, a spokes-
man for Gen. Martin Dempsey,
said the deployments will begin
“soon,” but the final dates have
not been set.

The move is part of a larger
U.S. and international effort to
combat the Islamic State terrorist
group, which has taken over large
chunks of Syria and Iraq. About
1,200 American troops are in Iraq
training and advising Iraqi secu-
rity forces and the Kurdish pesh-
merga as they prepare to conduct
large-scale offensive operations
against the Islamic State group.

Thomas said the Syrian moder-
ates will receive individual and
group training with small arms
and heavy weapons.

“Think basic infantry training
for foreign fighters,” he said.

U.S. Central Command is con-
ducting a bi i

Islamic State group’s military
capabilities. Coalition partners
from the Middle East and Europe

are participating in the air war.
Countries in the coalition have
also pledged to send trainers to
build up the moderate Syrian
rebel force, according to defense
officials, but they have not offi-
cially announced their intentions.
The Pentagon hopes to train
about 5,000 moderate Syrian
rebels each year as the conflict
evolves. The moderates are bat-
tling the Is-

‘ lamic ~ State
- and otherrad-
Think ical groups,
basic gs v;ell ?\S thg
s ashar Assa
|nf?n.try regime.
training “The goal
for foreign for the train
fight y and equip
ghters. program  is
Col. Ed to build the
Thomas capabilities
spokesman for Of the mod-
Gen. Martin erate Syrian
Dempsey fighters to de-
fend the Syr-
ian  people;

stabilize areas under opposition
control; promote the conditions
for a negotiated settlement of the
conflict in Syria; and empower
trainees to go on the offensive”
against the Islamic State group,
Smith said.

Thomas said the total number
of U.S. troops that will ultimately
be committed to the train and
equip effort will depend on how
many people international part-
ners are willing to contribute.

Questions remain about how
effective the U.S.-trained fighters
will be against well-resourced
factions in Syria.

in both countries to degrade the

per.j ipes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

Lawmaker: Air Force OKs airspace expansion for bomber training

By James Norp
The Associated Press

PIERRE, S.D. — The Air
Force has approved a proposal
to establish an enormous bomber
training area over the Northern
Plains, South Dakota U.S. Sen.
John Thune’s office said Friday.

The Federal Aviation Admin-
istration will now examine the
plan to expand the Powder River
Training Complex over the Dako-
tas, Montana and Wyoming.

If the FAA approves the pro-
posal it would quadruple the
training airspace, making it the
largest over the continental Unit-
ed States.

Thune has said the expanded

airspace would improve national
security as B-1 bombers from
Ellsworth Air Force Base in
South Dakota and B-52 bombers
from Minot Air Force Base in
North Dakota would use the air-
space for trainings that resemble
combat missions.

He also said the expansion
would provide an additional
layer of protection against Base
Realignment and Closure for
Ellsworth, which is a significant
economic driver for the Rapid
City area.

Also, the Air Force estimates
that the expanded training air-
space could save the military $23
million a year in fuel costs by re-
ducing the number of sorties now

$23M

The amount the expanded train-
ing airspace could save the mili-
tary in fuel costs by reducing the
number of sorties now being
sent to Utah and Nevada for ex-
ercises, the Air Force estimates.

being sent to Utah and Nevada for
exercises.

The Air Force has provided no
information on costs associated
with the expansion, including po-
tential damages.

Montana elected leaders and
state aviation officials say the
bombers would disrupt rural
communities and scare livestock
as they roar overhead on maneu-
vers, dropping flares and chaff.

North Dakota U.S. Sen. Heidi
Heitkamp in January urged the
Air Force to consider the expan-
sion’s impact on civilian aircraft,
businesses and medical facilities.

Under the Air Force plan, any
given location across the training
area could experience up to nine
low-altitude overflights annually.
Supersonic flights would be limit-
ed to 10 days a year during large-
scale exercises involving roughly
20 aircraft.

As many as 78 civilian flights a

day could be impacted when the
large-scale exercises are con-
ducted, the Air Force said.

The Air Force acknowledged in
a study released Nov. 28 that the
low-altitude flights and loud sonic
booms have the potential to star-
tle ranchers, recreationists and
those living on four reservations
in the region.

Thune, who has been working
on the proposed expansion since
2006, said in a statement last
week that he believes the expan-
sion will save taxpayer dollars.

“I’'m proud of the vital role Ells-
worth continues to play in pro-
tecting and preserving America’s
freedom at home and abroad,” he
said.
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‘We can’
fix that’

In speech at Texas base,
Hagel discourages military
overreach in Middle East

By Jon HARPER
Stars and Stripes

FORT BLISS, Texas — Secretary of De-
fense Chuck Hagel warned against Ameri-
can military overreach Thursday in what
may be his last major speech as Pentagon
chief.

Hagel’s remarks came at a time when
America is again deploying troops to Iraq
to try to defeat insurgents. The U.S. mili-
tary has also been injected into Syria’s civil
‘war, waging an air campaign and planning
to train moderate Syrian rebels to take on
the Islamic State terrorist group and other
radical factions.

Still, the Iraqi government and some in
Congress are calling for the Obama ad-
ministration to step up American military
involvement in the conflict against the
militants.

Hagel said the terrorism and fighting
roiling the Middle East are being driven by
deep tribal, religious and ethnic tensions.

“We can’t fix that,” he said during a troop
talk at Fort Bliss. “The United States of
America can’t fix that problem. No country
outside that region can fix that problem.”

He argued that some people are too
quick to look for a military solution.

“Sometimes there are not immediate
answers,” he said. “We Americans can test
that. We can fight for that [and say], ‘Of
course there’s an answer to the problem.
We'll fix it. Let’s go to war. Let’s commit
troops. ..." [But] we have blundered when
we have tried to force issues and tried to
force answers on other people.”

Hagel didn’t mention specific “blun-
ders,” but he has been critical of the 2003-
2011 Iraq War in the past.

Later in his remarks, he noted the toll
that the post-9/11 wars have taken on the
armed forces.

“Thirteen years of constant war have
broken parts of our force,” he said. “There
are tremendous strains, especially [within]
our Army.”

He noted the efforts that the Pentagon
and the Department of Veterans Affairs
have taken to improve the health of the
force, including providing more assistance
for those dealing with post-traumatic
stress disorder.

Although he doesn’t expect the U.S. to
get involved in extended land wars in the
next few years, Hagel thinks that contin-
ued instability around the world will only
create more need for possible U.S. military
intervention.

“This is an issue that the American peo-
ple are going to have to deal with on the

Photos By Rusen R. Ramirez, Tve EL Paso (Texas) Times/AP

Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel listens to Maj. Gen. Stephen Twitty on Thursday as
Twitty points out some of the newer living quarters at Fort Bliss, Texas, where Hagel
served as an enlisted man before deploying for the Vietnam War.

Hagel shares a laugh Thursday with Col. Alan A. Wiernicki, right.

basis of how much burden they want to
carry,” he said. “We have to be smart about
that, especially in this kind of world that is
so hair-trigger.”

Trip down memory lane

Meeting with troops and discussing na-
tional security policy wasn’t Hagel’s only
reason for traveling to Fort Bliss. It was
also a trip down memory lane.

Hagel, a former Army sergeant, went
through basic training here in 1967 before
he deployed to Vietnam.

He joked that going through basic in
the scorching heat was “a very enriching
experience.”

“Drill sergeants in 1967 were not as hu-
mane” as they are today, he told the troops.
“It’s enlightening and enhancing and edu-
cational when you are often asked, ‘How
dumb are you? How could you be so stu-

pid?’ That’s a hard one to answer.”

He said his experience in the Army was
the defining time in his life.

“I don’t know anyone who isn’t defined
by service in uniform,” he told the troops.

After his visit to Fort Bliss, Hagel went
to the White Sands Missile Range in New
Mexico, where as a young soldier, he was
trained to fire “Redeye” shoulder-fired,
heat-seeking missiles. The technology was
cutting edge at the time.

While there, he met with soldiers train-
ing to use the sophisticated Terminal High
Altitude Area Defense, or THAAD, mis-
sile system. He also posed with a mockup
of the Redeye.

Hagel, the first enlisted man to serve as
secretary of defense, is expected to be re-
placed next month by Ashton Carter after
the Senate approves Carter’s nomination.

harperjon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

Lawmaker:

Congress likely
to give military
spending relief

By Roxana TiroN
Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — Congress probably
will give the U.S. military some relief from
spending caps as the nation faces threats
from nuclear weapons to cyberterrorism,
said Rep. Mac Thornberry, R-Texas, the
new House Armed Services Committee
chairman.

“On both sides of the aisle, there’s wide-
spread agreement that the resources going
to the Pentagon are not enough to meet that
wide array of threats,” he said Tuesday in
an interview.

“If you got Republicans and Democrats
in the House and Senate who want to do
that, I think we will,” he said. “I trust that
the president, given all that the country is
facing, will want to do that, too.”

A law passed in 2011 set annual spend-
ing caps through fiscal year 2021. Defense
spending is capped at $523 billion in fiscal
2016, $1.75 billion more than the current
year; the cap for nondefense funding is
about $60 million less.

If Congress doesn’t stay within those
caps — or agree to higher ones — the law
requires an automatic reduction known as
sequestration.

While lawmakers in both parties favor
easing the spending restrictions for de-
fense, many Democrats oppose doing so if
it means cutting more deeply in domestic
programs.

Sequestration will be one of the topics
of discussion later this week when House
and Senate Republicans gather privately in
Hershey, Pa., Thornberry said.

The Defense Department has been ask-
ing lawmakers for help constraining costs,
including what it spends on health care ben-
efits as one way to get a grip on spending.

Congress agreed in 2014 to raise the cost
of pharmacy copayments after long delib-
erations, and Thornberry said he’s willing
to look at ways to stem health costs in the
future.

“We do have to control health care costs
in our military and our society,” he said.

Congress and the Defense Department
have to strike a balance between keeping
the promises to those who have served in
the military and making sure that the Pen-
tagon can recruit and retain “top quality
people,” he said.

“To me, it’s not just about saving money;
it’s not even primarily about saving money.
It’s about should we update the pay and
benefits structure for today’s workplace,”
he said.

A blue-ribbon commission on military
compensation and retirement is approach-
ing the end of a two-year review and may
soon release its proposals.

Thornberry, who leads the House’s larg-
est committee, said his top priority as chair-
man will be to give the U.S. military the
tools it needs to be agile and well-prepared.

STARS:

Mobile ® Online ® Print

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LETTERS@STRIPES.COM

STRIPES

However you read us, wherever you need us.

EUROPE

KATHRYN PETERSON

peterson.kathryn@stripes.com

+49 411

CIRCULATION

VAN ROWELL

MIDDLE EAST

KATHRYN PETERSON
petehuu kathr,

CIRCULATION

ROBERT REISMANN

PACIFIC

YUKO SAITO

+81(

MARI MATS MOTO




Saturday, January 17,2015

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Pace 5

MILITARY

Marine general to head intelligence agency

By Lovita C. BALDOR
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A Marine
three-stargeneral will take control
of the Defense Intelligence Agen-
cy later this month, marking the
first time an African-American
or a Marine has held that post, the
Pentagon said Tuesday.

Maj. Gen. Vincent Stewart will
be promoted to lieutenant gen-
eral and will take over the DIA
on Jan. 23. His promotion was
confirmed last month by the U.S.

Senate.

Most recently Stewart was
serving as the head of Marine
Forces Cyber Command, and he
has also been the Corps’ intelli-
gence director.

James Clapper, director of na-
tional intelligence, said Stewart’s
“temperament, professional
background, leadership skills
and integrity make him emi-
nently suited to be the next DIA
director.”

Stewart’s appointment comes
more than eight months after

the  previ-
ous leader
was nudged
aside amid
ongoing con-
flict within
the agency.

Then-DIA
chief Lt.
Gen. Mi-

chael Flynn
and his civil-
jan  deputy
director announced last April
that they would retire. Officials

at the time said their departures
were hastened in part because of
friction associated with efforts
Flynn was making to shake up
the agency.

The traditional role of the DIA
has been to provide military in-
telligence, including insight into
the makeup and capabilities of
foreign military forces, to U.S.
combat units and defense plan-
ners and policymakers. It also
provides “strategic warning,”
or the forewarning of imminent
hostilities, insurgencies, attacks

on the United States or its forces
or allies, hostile reactions to U.S.
reconnaissance activities and ter-
rorist attacks.

Flynn, a career intelligence of-
ficer, had led the DIA since July
2012 and he retired early last
August. Typically, the director’s
post rotates among the Army,
Navy and Air Force about every
three or four years. But it had
never gone to a member of the
Marine Corps, which is techni-
cally part of the Department of
the Navy.

Coercion, damage key to US response over

By ELLEN NAKASHIMA
The Washington Post

On the Wednesday a week be-
fore Christmas, Sony Pictures,
following threats from hackers of
a violent attack against theaters,
canceled its plans to release a
satirical movie that depicts the
assassination of North Korea’s
supreme leader, Kim Jong Un.

The next day, alarmed by the
surrender, President Barack
Obama convened his top offi-
cials in the White House Situa-
tion Room and, based on their
unanimous recommendation, de-
cided to take an action the United
States had never dared before in
response to a cyberattack by an-
other nation: name the govern-
ment responsible and punish it.

The administration’s response
to the November cyberattack
against Sony — it publicly blamed
North Korea two days after the
Hollywood studio shelved the film
— has thrown into relief how the
government’s reaction was driven
by the public fallout from the hack.
It differed from the response to
any of the numerous, significant
cyberintrusions that had occurred
previously in the United States,
many of them originating abroad
and some of them believed to be
directed by foreign powers.

The blocking of Sony’s freedom
of expression, on top of a highly
damaging hack, is what ultimate-
ly compelled officials to act, in
the name of deterrence.

“The argument I made was the
whole world is watching how we
as a nation respond,” said Adm.
Michael Rogers, the director of
the National Security Agency,
who, other officials said, was
at the previously undisclosed
meeting.

“And if we don’t acknowledge
this, if we don’t name names here,

it will only — I'm concerned —
encourage others to decide: ‘Well,
this must not be a red line for the
United States. This must be some-
thing they’re comfortable [with]
and willing to accept,”” Rogers
said at an international cyber-
security conference at Fordham
University last week.

There “was a significant debate
within the administration about
whether or not to take that step”
of naming North Korea, a senior
administration official said. “At-
tribution is hard, and there are all
sorts of reasons we don’t normally
want to do that,” including setting
a precedent that would increase
pressure to name other countries
in future incidents and antagoniz-
ing the offending governments.

But the attack on Sony’s right
to screen a movie struck a nerve.
The entertainment company
may not be “critical” to national
security, but free speech is “a
core value,” said the official,
who spoke on the condition of
anonymity to describe internal
discussions. “Yes, it was a Seth
Rogen comedy, but next time it
might not be,” he said. What he
described as the hack’s “destruc-
tive” nature combined with the
element of coercion against Sony
“crossed the threshold,” he said.
“It took us into a new realm.”

The attack was a violation of
U.S. sovereignty “coupled with
an attempt to interfere with free-
dom of expression,” said Christo-
pher Painter, State Department
coordinator for cyberspace is-
sues. “You had, in many ways, the
perfect storm of all these things
coming together that were really
important.”

The hackers, who called them-
selves Guardians of Peace, pen-
etrated Sony’s network and for
at least three weeks exfiltrated
emails, salary lists and other
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sensitive data, undetected, be-
fore launching a “wiper” attack
on Nov. 24, deleting data and
disabling computers. Soon after,
the hackers began releasing em-
barrassing emails that portrayed
studio executives as, among other
things, racially insensitive.

The FBI concluded early on
that North Korea was to blame,
but the administration was not
inclined to say so publicly, in
part because it had not figured
out an appropriate response. It
was prompted to act when Sony
and the theaters canceled the
movie’s planned release. And
while the government’s attribu-
tion to Pyongyang has prompted
skeptics to clamor for more proof,
officials said this case was clear.
“I have rarely seen the degree of
evidence that we have amassed

k

Afghanistan
United States | +1-866-

both through our work with Sony
and through other means,” said
the senior administration official.

Rogers said the NSA aided the
investigation by sharing computer
“activity and patterns” by North
Korea that had been observed in
previous cyberincidents.

It was equally important to the
administration that other govern-
ments speak out against the attack
to build toward an international
norm. After Obama last month
condemned North Korea’s attack,
a number of other world leaders
followed — Britain’s foreign sec-
retary, Canada’s foreign minister,
Australia’s prime minister, New
Zealand’s foreign minister, as
well as officials in South Korea,
Japan, Norway, the Netherlands,
Israel and Estonia.

The Pentagon has developed an

Sony hack

extensive set of scenarios to game
out how it might respond to differ-
ent levels of cyberattacks, said a
senior defense official who spoke
on the condition of anonymity to
describe internal discussions.
Some exercises are conducted
with other agencies. The idea, he
said, is to answer questions such
as: “If this happened, would we
consider it an armed attack? What
would the response be?”

But none of those scenarios, he
conceded, involved a Hollywood
movie studio. Had the attack not
been so public, and had Sony not
canceled plans to release the film,
“it’s fair to say” the government’s
response might have been more
muted, the official said. The coer-
cion, he said, “was a major part of
the impact” and made the attack
“more significant.”

REMEMBER: FRAUDICAN KILL'

Report Fraud

Involving U.S. Reconstruction Dollars to SIGAR

070

www.sigar.mil

(BAN)]
-0378 (DSN)




Pace 6

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Saturday, January 17,2015

NATION

Mark Pynes, PeNnLIvE.com/AP

GOP leaders House Speaker John Boehner, left, and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell meet with
media members Thursday at the GOP retreat at the Hershey Lodge in Hershey, Pa.

Republicans try to chart
path on immigration moves

By Erica WERNER
The Associated Press

HERSHEY, Pa. — Not exactly
brimming with confidence, Ma-
jority Leader Mitch McConnell
says he’s going to try to push a
House-passed bill to overturn
President Barack Obama’s im-
migration policies through the
Senate.

But neither McConnell nor
other members of his leadership
— and not even senior House
Republicans — predict success
for the plan that undoes Obama’s
moves and exposes hundreds of
thousands of younger immigrants
to deportation.

“Good question,” Sen. John
Thune, R-S.D., said Thurs-
day when asked about the bill’'s
prospects in the Senate. “It’'s a
process,” added Rep. Cathy Mc-
Morris Rodgers, R-Wash., equal-

Republicans held a joint retreat
in this capital of chocolates and
sweets.

The $39.7 billion legislation
funds the Homeland Security De-
partment for the remainder of the
budget year while undoing execu-
tive actions by Obama offering
protections to millions of immi-
grants in the country illegally.

“We're going to try to pass it.
That’ll be our first choice,” Mc-
Connell told reporters at a news
conference at the homey Hershey
Lodge. “If we’re unable to do that,
we'll let you know what comes
next.”

Although the Senate is now
under GOP control, Republicans
are still six votes shy of the 60-
vote margin needed to advance
most legislation. But Democrats
aren’t McConnell’s only problem.
A number of Senate Republicans
have concerns with the House

approach, which used the Home-
land Security spending bill for
priorities like cybersecurity and
counterterrorism as the vehicle
to take a stand against Obama.
In the wake of the Paris terror at-
tacks, lawmakers don’t want that
legislation jeopardized.

“It’s very difficult to craft lan-
guage in a way that takes aim at
the overreach by the president
with his executive authority and
yet doesn’t impede DHS’s en-
forcement of the law,” said Sen.
Susan Collins, R-Maine.

Funding for the Homeland Se-
curity Department expires at the
end of February, so Republicans
have until then to resolve the
issue.

Republican leaders renewed
pledges Thursday not to let fund-
ing for the Homeland Security
Department expire, or risk a gov-
ernment shutdown.

ly noncommittal on the subject as

US swiftly eases
travel and trade
rules on Cuba

By BrapLEY KLAPPER
AND MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —  Follow-
ing through on its declaration
of warming ties with Cuba, the
Obama administration has eased
travel restrictions and has opened
a wide range of new export op-
portunities with the communist
island.

The series of executive branch
moves, taken together, has had
the effect of punching a large
hole in America’s half-century-
old embargo, although only Con-
gress has the authority to fully
end the 54-year embargo. Presi-
dent Barack Obama announced
last month that he would soften
the restrictions.

He argued at the time that
“these 50 years have shown
that isolation has not worked.”
The new spirit of cooperation
emerged after 18 months of se-
cret talks that culminated in the
exchange of imprisoned spies and
the release of Alan Gross, a U.S.
government contractor who had
been imprisoned in Cuba for five
years.

Less than a month after the
Cold War foes agreed to end their
enmity, the Commerce and Trea-
sury departments unveiled new
rules Thursday permitting U.S.
citizens to visit Cuba without spe-
cial permits.

Most U.S. travelers still will
be required to go on supervised
group trips, but now virtually
any U.S. company or organization
can offer such trips without the
paperwork and inspections that
discouraged past expansion of
travel to Cuba. Some tour opera-
tors, already seeing unprecedent-

ed interest in legal travel to Cuba,
expect some tourists to simply
ignore the restrictions.

American companies also now
will be permitted to export tele-
phones, computers and Internet
technology, and to send supplies
to private Cuban firms. Howev-
er, Cuban authorities have said
nothing about the restrictions
they might impose on U.S. prod-
ucts entering a country that has
long frustrated foreign investors
with red tape and tapped-out
infrastructure.

The changes are the latest step
in Obama’s plan to rebuild rela-
tions with Cuba after a history
marred by suspicion, espionage
and conflict. The new regula-
tions come three days after U.S.
officials confirmed the release of
53 political prisoners Cuba had
promised to free.

The U.S. is now “one step clos-
er to replacing out-of-date poli-
cies,” Treasury Secretary Jacob
Lew said Thursday. White House
spokesman Josh Earnest said the
new rules “immediately enable
the American people to provide
more resources to empower the
Cuban population to become less
dependent upon the state-driven
economy.”

They also allow U.S. citizens
to start bringing home small
amounts of Cuban cigars, long
adored by aficionados but banned
under U.S. law. The limit is $100
for alcohol and tobacco products
and $400 in total goods.

The few U.S. companies facili-
tating travel to Cuba say inquiries
have exploded since December
and American visits are expect-
ed to surge this year from about
90,000 annually.

Obama renews call for paid sick, family leave for workers

The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — President Barack Obama
launched a fresh push Thursday to bring paid sick
and family leave to working parents and other pri-
vate-sector employees as the White House unveiled
proposals that could benefit tens of millions of people.
Most require action by the Republican-controlled
Congress.

“Forty-three million Americans do not get paid
sick leave,” Obama said after a lunchtime discus-
sion about juggling work and family with a group of
‘women at a Baltimore cafe that offers paid sick leave
to its small work force. “It’s a pretty ishi:

leave programs.

Obama also will propose that Congress pass legis-
lation giving federal workers an additional six weeks
of paid parental leave.

Before traveling to Maryland, he directed federal
agencies to advance six weeks of paid sick leave that
federal workers could use as paid family leave. The
leave would have to be paid back over time.

The White House said details on how Obama would
raise the $2 billion will be released next month.

The National Federation of Independent Business,
which represents small businesses, opposes the pres-
ident’s effort.

statistic.”

Obama said the issue transcends demographics
and geography, but “the good news is that we can re-
ally do something about it.”

Obama wants Congress, states and cities to pass
measures to let workers earn up to a week of paid sick
time per year. He’ll also ask for more than $2 billion
to encourage states to create paid family and medical

Jack 1 said required paid leave
would force the association’s members to make cor-
responding cuts in pay and benefits that would harm
the people Obama and the advocates of such policies
say they want to help. Most of the association’s mem-
bers have fewer than 25 employees, he said.

The odds are slim that Congress will send Obama
the bill — in part, because it was first introduced
nearly a decade ago.

Evan Vucci/AP

President Barack Obama talks with Amanda Rothschild, left, and
Mary Stein on Thursday at Charmington’s Cafe in Baltimore before
speaking about paid sick leave for working Americans.
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Duke Chapel in Durham, N.C.,
was to be the site of a traditional
weekly Muslim call to prayer.

Duke cancels Muslim call to prayer

The Associated Press

DURHAM, N.C. — Before it
unraveled, a plan to use Duke
University’s chapel tower in a call
to prayer for the school’s Muslim
community was meant to promote
religious unity and pluralism.

One administrator explained
in a newspaper column that “at
Duke University, the Muslim
community represents a strik-
ingly different face of Islam than
is seen on the nightly news: one
that is peaceful and prayerful.”
Religious pluralism is part of the
school’s mission, wrote Christy
Lohr Sapp, Duke Chapel’s associ-
ate dean for religious life.

But after a flurry of objec-
tions arrived by phone and email

— along with reported security
concerns — Duke canceled a plan
to have members of the Muslim
Students Association read a mod-
erately amplified call to prayer
from the tower for about three
minutes each Friday.

Instead, Muslims will gather
for their call to prayer in a grassy
area near the 210-foot gothic
tower before heading into a room
in the chapel for their weekly
prayer service. Michael Schoen-
feld, Duke’s vice president for
public affairs and government re-
lations, said it would be up to the
students if they want to use some
sort of amplification.

The original plan drew the ire
of evangelist Franklin Graham,
who urged Duke alumni to with-

hold support because of violence
against Christians he attributed to
Muslims. Schoenfeld said emails
and calls came from alumni and
others in the community.

“There was considerable traf-
fic and conversation and even a
little bit of confusion, both within
the campus and certainly outside,
about what Duke was doing,”
Schoenfeld said. “The purposes
and goals and even the facts had
been so mischaracterized as to
turn it into a divisive situation,
not a unifying situation.”

Many had questions and
concerns about the structure
that’s an important piece of
the school’s identity. The
tower of the 83-year-old Duke
Chapel was modeled after Can-

terbury Cathedral in England.

“The chapel is a very powerful
symbol to anybody who has been
at Duke or is connected to Duke.
We have to be very thoughtful
and deliberate in the way that it is
used and presented,” Schoenfeld
said.

He also said there were con-
cerns about safety and security,
but he declined to elaborate on
whether any specific threats had
been received.

The private university was
founded by Methodists and Quak-
ers and its divinity school has his-
torically been connected to the
United Methodist Church.

Reactions to the change in plans
Thursday afternoon ranged from
disappointment to ambivalence.

Justices must act fast to
settle gay marriage by June

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Time is run-
ning short for the Supreme Court
to get same-sex marriage on its
calendar if the justices want to
tackle the issue before their cur-
rent term ends in late June.

They might have to decide to
jump in at their closed-door con-
ference Friday if they want to
resolve the legal debate over gay
marriage in the next few months.

The justices would hear the
case in April, the last month for
oral arguments before the next
term begins in October.

Written arguments already
would have to be filed on a com-
pressed schedule, though both
sides are well versed in the issues
after numerous rounds in the
lower courts.

Until now, the court has man-
aged both to contribute to a dra-
matic increase in the number
of states that allow same-sex
couples to marry and avoid set-
tling the issue for the entire na-
tion. Last week, Florida became
the 36th state to issue licenses for
same-sex unions.

In October, the justices offered
no explanation when they passed

up appeals from both sides calling
on the court to take up gay mar-
riage. The court also subsequent-
1y refused to block court orders in
favor of same-sex couples from
taking effect while state officials
appealed. As a result, the number
of states where same-sex couples
could wed nearly doubled.

The appeals before the court
come from gay and lesbian plain-
tiffs in Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio
and Tennessee. The federal ap-
peals court that oversees those
four states upheld their same-sex
marriage bans in November, re-
versing pro-gay rights rulings of
federal judges in all four states.

Ten other states also prohibit
such unions. In Arkansas, Missis-
sippi, Missouri, South Dakota and
Texas, judges have struck down
anti-gay marriage laws, but they
remain in effect pending appeals.
In Missouri, same-sex couples
can marry in St. Louis and Kan-
sas City only.

Louisiana is the only other state
that has seen its gay marriage ban
upheld by a federal judge. There
have been no rulings on lawsuits
in Alabama, Georgia, Nebraska
and North Dakota.

Science panel:

No alternative

to NSA’s bulk data collection

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A commit-
tee of U.S. scientific experts has
concluded that there is no viable
technological alternative to bulk
collection of data by the National
Security Agency that allows ana-
lysts access to communications
whose significance only becomes
clear years later.

An 85-page report by the Na-
tional Research Council, com-
missioned last year in the wake of
surveillance revelations by former
NSA contractor Edward Snowden,
did not take a position on the mer-
its of bulk collection of telephone
or other records. But asked to look
for effective software alternatives
to bulk collection, it concluded

there weren't any, in cases when,
for example, the NSA wants to ex-
amine the past communications of
new terror suspects.

“Restricting bulk collection
will make intelligence less effec-
tive, and technology cannot do
anything about this,” the report
says. “Whether the gain in pri-
vacy is worth the loss is a policy
question that the committee does
not address.”

The report does suggest ways
to mitigate the privacy impact
of bulk collection by restricting
use of the data, something NSA
says it does.It recommends
the use of automatic controls on
bulk data, with audits that can be
publicly shared.

'Sue OGROCKI/AP

Jerry Massie, spokesman for the Oklahoma Department of Corrections, announces the time of death of
State itenti

inmate Charles Warner to the media at the Ol

y in M

; Okla., on Thursday.

Okla. carries out 1st execution
since botched lethal injection

The Associated Press

MCcALESTER, Okla. — In its
firstlethal injection since a botched
one last year, Oklahoma executed a
convicted killer with a three-drug
method also used by Florida for a
punishment the same night.

Oklahoma inmate Charles Fred-
erick Warner showed no physical
signs of distress after the lethal
drugs were administered, although
he did say, “My body is on fire.”
He was declared dead 18 minutes
after the execution began.

Warner, 47, was put to death for
killing an infant in 1997. He was
originally scheduled to be ex-
ecuted in April on the same night
as Clayton Lockett, who began
writhing on the gurney, moaning
and trying to lift his head after
he’d been declared i

in Arizona and Ohio, however. In-
mates snorted and gasped during
those lethal injections that took
longer than expected.

Oklahoma used the sedative
midazolam as part of a three-
drug method that had been chal-
lenged by Warner and other death
row inmates as presenting a risk
of pain and suffering that violated
their constitutional rights.

States have been scrambling to
find new combinations of lethal
drugs after European pharma-
ceutical companies restricted
their distribution to U.S. states
that use them for executions.

The execution came after a di-
vided U.S. Supreme Court in a 5-
4 ruling said it wouldn’t consider
an appeal over the drugs.

In a dissenting opinion, Jus-
tice Sonia or wrote that

That prompted state officials to
impose a moratorium on execu-
tions in Oklahoma until an inves-
tigation was completed into what
went wrong.

Midazolam also was used in
problematic executions last year

she believes questions about the
effectiveness of the drugs are
particularly important because
of states’ increasing reliance on
new and scientifically untested
methods of execution.

Wearing gray prison scrubs and

covered with
a sheet up
to his waist,
Warner, bald
and  clean
shaven, was
strapped to a
gurney with
intravenous
lines in both
arms.

When
asked before
the execution began if he had any
final words, Warner responded:
“Before I give my final statement,
I'll tell you they poked me five
times. It hurt. It feels like acid.”

Warner also apologized to his
family for the pain he caused
them and said: “I'm not a mon-
ster. I didn’t do everything they
said I did.”

Witnesses said they saw slight
twitching in Warner’s neck about
three minutes after the lethal
injection began. The twitching
lasted about seven minutes until
he stopped breathing.

Warner
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More questions than
answers in fatal
DC subway accident

By BEN NuckoLs
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — More than
three days after a fatal accident
on Washington’s aging and fre-
quently criticized subway system,
investigators have not provided
details about what caused a train
to fill with smoke nor what could
have been done to limit passen-
gers’ exposure.

That left the local government,
‘which was only responsible for the
emergency response, to explain
its actions, and its timeline left as
many questions as answers.

Preliminary details released
Thursday by the District of Co-
lumbia government showed it
took rescuers at least a half-hour
to reach the smoke-filled train, as
communication breakdowns be-
tween its operator, his command
center and firefighters left help
waiting at a station just 800 feet
away.

First responders couldn’t safely
leave the Metro platform because
they weren’t told whether some-
one could be electrocuted by the
third rail that powers the trains,
authorities said.

One woman died and more than

80 others were sickened by smoke
Monday afternoon when an elec-
trical malfunction on the tracks
led the train to stop as it traveled
toward Virginia, shortly after it
left the busy L’Enfant Plaza sta-
tion in downtown Washington.

The city’s preliminary timeline
confirmed that passengers wait-
ed more than a half-hour for help,
and that more than an hour passed
before an ambulance began car-
rying the dying woman to a hospi-
tal. It shows firefighters waited at
the station for 13 minutes before
officials with the Metro transit
authority confirmed people were
trapped and that the electrified
third rail had been shut down.
City firefighters are trained not
to walk on the tracks while the
third rail is live.

It’s still not clear what caused
the electrical malfunction that
halted the train nor whether the
operator could have returned it to
the station, which he told passen-
gers he was planning to do. The
National Transportation Safety
Board is investigating and Metro
officials have declined to com-
ment, leaving city officials and
passengers to fill in what details
are publicly known.

Ariz. makes civics priority
for high school graduation

By Bos CHRISTIE
The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Arizona high
school students face the nation’s
first requirement to pass the U.S.
citizenship test on civics before
they can graduate after the legisla-
tionsailed throughthe Republican-
controlled Legislature.

Lawmakers approved the bill
amid a growing, nationwide ef-
fort to boost civics education, and
newly elected Republican Gov.
Doug Ducey signed it into law
Thursday evening.

The swift action comes as
states around the country take
up similar measures, driven pri-
marily by a conservative institute
whose motto is “Patriotism Mat-
ters.” The leader of the organi-
zation is former California U.S.
Rep. Frank Riggs, who came in

last in Arizona’s Republican pri-
mary for governor after running
a hard-right campaign focused on
immigration and rhetoric against
President Barack Obama.

The Arizona-based Joe Foss In-
stitute has set a goal of having all
50 states adopt the requirement
by 2017, the 230th anniversary of
the U.S. Constitution. The institute
says legislatures in 15 states are
expected to consider it this year.

The proposal requires high
school students to correctly an-
swer 60 of 100 questions on the
civics portion of the test new citi-
zens must pass. The test includes
questions about the Founding
Fathers, the Bill of Rights and
U.S. presidents. Passing it would
be required to earn a high school
or GED diploma starting in the
2016-17 school year.

Lights illuminate the U.S. Capitol, which is covered in

JacqueLyn MarTIN/AP

for .
‘Wednesday. The FBI says the Capitol was going to be the target of attack by an Ohlu man.

Terror suspect’s kin say
they saw a change in him

By DAN SEWELL
The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — Christopher
Lee Cornell showed little direc-
tion in his life, spending hours
playing video games in his bed-
room in his parents’ apartment,
rarely going out or working, and
voicing distrust of the govern-
ment and the media. But in re-
cent weeks, his parents say, they
noticed a change in him.

They thought it was a change
for the better: The 20-year-old
suburban Cincinnati man was
helping his mother around the
house, cooking meals, sitting with
his parents to watch movies, and
talking about having become a
Muslim.

“He said, ‘I'm at peace with
myself,”” his father, John Cornell,
recalled Thursday — a day after
his son was arrested in an FBI
sting and charged with plotting to
attack the U.S. Capitol with pipe
bombs and guns and to kill gov-
ernment officials.

The arrest came with U.S.
counterterrorism authorities on
high alert against homegrown
extremists and “lone wolves”
— disaffected or disturbed indi-

viduals who
hold  radi-
cal beliefs
but have no
direct con-
nection  to
a terrorist
organization.
The

bearded,
long-haired
Cornell was
taken  into
custody outside a gun range and
store west of Cincinnati after,
the FBI said, he bought two M-
15 semi-automatic rifles and 600
rounds of ammunition as part of a
plan to go to Washington.

The FBI said that for months
he had sent social media mes-
sages and had posted video es-
pousing support for Islamic State
militants and for violent attacks
by others.

It was unclear from court pa-
pers whether he had made con-
tact with any terrorist groups.

But in an instant message to an
FBIinformant, Cornell wrote that
he had been in contact with peo-
ple overseas and that he planned
to go ahead with the attack even

Cornell

without specific authorization.

Cornell, using the online name
of Raheel Mahrus Ubaydah, told
the informant they should “wage
jihad,” authorities said in court
papers. He allegedly wrote in an
instant message that “we should
meet up and make our own group
in alliance with the Islamic
State here and plan operations
ourselves.”

Cornell was jailed for a fed-
eral court appearance Friday in
Cincinnati. A federal public de-
fender listed as representing him
did not immediately respond to
messages.

Cornell wrestled in school, and
a case in the family living-room
displayed wrestling trophies and
awards. But his father said Cor-
nell quit, partly because school-
mates teased him about being in
close contact with other guys.

He had a girlfriend but found
she was “just using him,” his fa-
ther said. He didn’t pay attention
to the news because he thought it
was all propaganda from “Jew-
run” media, and he believed pres-
idential elections were controlled
by a secret society, the elder Cor-
nell said.

Authorities search for Ky. teen couple suspected in multistate crime spree

The Associated Press

LEITCHFIELD, Ky. — Two Kentucky
teenagers who vanished nearly two weeks
ago are suspected in a multistate crime
spree that has police desperately search-
ing for the couple — an 18-year-old and a
13-year-old girl he has been dating.

Grayson County Sheriff Norman Chaf-
fins said the couple, Dalton Hayes and
Cheyenne Phillips, disappeared Jan. 3
from their small hometown in western
Kentucky. Since then, authorities believe

the couple has traveled to South Carolina
and Georgia. Along the way, they’re sus-
pected of stealing multiple vehicles and
using stolen checks, law enforcement of-
ficials said.

Hayes’ mother said the girl had por-
trayed herself as being 19 years old.

Chaffins said the couple’s behavior is
“becoming increasingly brazen and dan-
gerous,” and he said they had evaded law
enforcement twice. The sheriff said he
believes Hayes is calling the shots as the

teens try to stay ahead of the law.

“He’s a hard-headed kid,” the sheriff
said. “He does have issues with author-
ity. Very rarely does he take responsibility
for what he’s done, and he has a history of
making bad choices.”

Hayes’ mother urged the young cou-
ple to turn themselves in and “face the
consequences.”

The young couple has been dating for
about three months and liked to hang out
and watch movies at the Martins’ home,

Tammy Martin said.

The two were spotted Monday at a Wal-
Martin South Carolina. Authorities believe
they then headed to Georgia and stole a
pickup truck from the driveway of a home
about 30 miles southeast of Atlanta. The
homeowner told police he kept two hand-
guns in the vehicle.

Hours later, another truck the couple is
suspected of having stolen in another state
was found nearby. Chaffins said anyone
who spots the couple should call 911.
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Too much pot

Growers struggle with glut of legal pot in Wash. state

By GENE JoHNsON
The Associated Press

SEATTLE — Washington’s legal mari-
juana market opened last summer to a
dearth of weed. Some stores periodically
closed because they didn’t have pot to sell.
Prices were through the roof.

Six months later, the equation has flipped,
bringing serious growing pains to the new
industry.

A big harvest of sun-grown marijuana
from eastern Washington last fall flooded
the market. Prices are starting to come
down in the state’s licensed pot shops, but
due to the glut, growers are — surprisingly
— struggling to sell their marijuana. Some
are already worried about going belly-up,
finding it tougher than expected to make a
living in legal weed.

“It’s an economic nightmare,” says An-
drew Seitz, general manager at Dutch
Brothers Farms in Seattle.

State data show that licensed growers
had harvested 31,000 pounds of bud as of
Thursday, but Washington’s relatively few
legal pot shops have sold less than one-fifth
of that. Many of the state’s marijuana users
have stuck with the untaxed or much-lesser-
taxed pot they get from black market deal-
ers or unregulated medical dispensaries
— limiting how quickly product moves off
the shelves of legal stores.

“Every grower I know has got surplus
inventory, and they’re concerned about it,”
said Scott Masengill, who has sold half of
the 280 pounds he harvested from his pot
farm in central Washington. “I don’t know
anybody getting rich.”

Officials at the state Liquor Control
Board, which regulates marijuana, aren’t
terribly concerned.

So far, there are about 270 licensed grow-
ers in Washington — but only about 85 open
stores for them to sell to. That’s partly due
to a slow, difficult licensing process; retail
applicants who haven’t been ready to open;
and pot business bans in many cities and

counties.

The board’s legal pot project manager,
Randy Simmons, says he hopes about
100 more stores will open in the next few
months, providing additional outlets for the
weed that 's been harvested. Washmgton is
always likely to have a glut of marijuana
after the outdoor crop comes in each fall, he
suggested, as the outdoor growers typically
harvest one big crop which they continue to

sell throughout the
e

ar.

4 We're Weed is still pric-
. ey at the state’s pot
running out  shops — often in
of money. the $23- to $25-per-
gram range. That’s
We need t0  zhout twice the cost
make sales at medical dispen-
. saries, but cheaper
this month than it was a few
to stay m%r_lths ago. d h
- immons said he
operatlonal, expects pot prices
and we're to keep fluctuating
H for the next year
go“.lg to be and a half: “It’s the
selling at volatility of a new

losses.”? marketplace.”
. Colorado, the only
Andrew Seitz 0. state with legal
Dutch Brothers marijuana sales,
Farms pas " a differently
structured  indus-

try. Regulators have
kept a lid on production, though those limits
were loosened last fall as part of a planned
expansion of the market. Colorado growers
still have to prove legal demand for their
product, a regulatory curb aimed at pre-
venting excess weed from spilling to other
states. The result has been more demand
than supply.

In Washington, many growers have unre-
alistic expectations about how quickly they
should be able to recoup their initial in-
vestments, Simmons said. And some of the
growers complaining about the low prices

EvLaine THomPSON/AP

Ashley Green trims a marijuana flower at the Pioneer Nuggets marijuana growing

facility in Arlington, Wash.

they’re getting now also gouged the new
stores amid shortages last summer.

Those include Seitz, who sold his first crop
— 22 pounds — for just under $21 per gram:
nearly $230,000 before his hefty $57,000 tax
bill. He’s about to harvest his second crop,
but this time he expects to get just $4 per
gram, when he has big bills to pay.

“We're running out of money,” he said.
“We need to make sales this month to stay
operational, and we’re going to be selling at
losses.”

Because of the high taxes on Washing-
ton’s legal pot, Seitz said stores can never
compete with the black market while pay-
ing growers sustainable prices.

NH considers allowing baby images on alcohol labels

Evise AMENDOLA/AP

Founders Brewery Co., of Grand
Rapids, Mich., would be allowed
to show images of minors on

its beer labels if proposed
legislation passes in New
Hampshire.

By Rik STEVENS
The Associated Press

CONCORD, N.H. — Babies and
bottles normally get along just
fine, unless a picture of that baby
happens to be plastered to the
front of a bottle of beer being sold
in New Hampshire.

Currently, that bottle of Break-
fast Stout crafted by Founders
Brewery Co. in Grand Rapids,
Mich., is illegal in the Granite
State, but legislation proposed this
year would permit brewers to ped-
dle their ales, stouts, porters and
lagers even if the label shows im-
ages of minors.

State Rep. Keith Murphy, of
Bedford, N.H., who also is the
proprietor of Murphy’s Taproom
in Manchester, is sponsoring the
measure that would allow images
of kids on alcoholic beverage pack-
aging as long as the state’s Liquor
Commission determines the pic-
ture isn’t meant to entice minors
to drink.

Breakfast Stout is a rich brew
that Murphy says is his hands-
down favorite. He samples it

‘It’s obviously not meant to appeal to
minors. It’s a breakfast stout. It’s a very
heavy beer, like a bowl of porridge. 7

Rep. Keith Murphy
R-Hillsborough, N.H.

from the tap at his establish-
ment (where the tap handle can’t
bear the baby’s image) but can’t
go buy a four-pack of it in New
Hampshire because of the label
that depicts a rosy-cheeked and
seriously satisfied -looking baby
scooping a spoonful of porridge
into his mouth. It’s much more
Norman Rockwell than Norm
from “Cheers.”

“I sell a million dollars of beer
ayear, and it breaks my heart that
I can’t take this home,” Murphy
said.

That’s because of a New Hamp-
shire law that reads: “Advertising
of liquor or beverages shall not
contain any reference to minors,
pictorial or otherwise.”

Think of it this way: Under the
law, the Founders baby is being
equated to Joe Camel, the contro-
versial cartoon cigarette pitchman
that was ultimately outlawed after
critics said it was a blatant attempt
to recruit young smokers.

Murphy said it’s misguided
to suggest a chubby baby eating
breakfast would lure an underage
drinker to a specialty beer that
sells for a comparatively pricey
$12 for four 12-ounce bottles.

“It’s obviously not meant to ap-
peal to minors,” he said. “It’s a
breakfast stout. It’s a very heavy
beer, like a bowl of porridge.”

If, on the other hand, it was a
picture of kids at a college party
that was used to sell a more main-

stream, ubiquitous variety like
a lager or ale, Murphy could see
where the Liquor Commission
might ban that image.

The federal government and
most — if not all — states already
prohibit alcohol labeling or adver-
tising that targets minors.

David Jernigan, an associ-
ate professor at the Johns Hop-
kins Bloomberg School of Public
Health in Baltimore and director
of the Center on Alcohol Market-
ing and Youth, said laws that gov-
ern what a label or advertisement
looks like do little to cut down on
underage drinking.

“The bottom line is they’re very
hard to enforce,” he said. “The
best way to deal with (underage
drinking) is to limit their expo-
sure and not try to play with their
content.”

James Wilson, director of en-
forcement and licensing for the
New Hampshire Liquor Com-
mission, said the commission op-
poses the legislation. “The current
language offers the commission a
bright line standard to make those
determinations,” he said.
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2 dozen arrested
In anti-terrorism
sweeps in Europe

By RaF CASERT
AND ANGELA CHARLTON
The Associated Press

BRUSSELS — French, Ger-
man, Belgian and Irish police
arrested more than two dozen
suspects in anti-terrorism raids
Friday, as European authorities
rushed to thwart more attacks by
people with links to Mideast Is-
lamic extremists.

Rob Wainwright, head of the
police agency Europol, told The
Associated Press that foiling ter-
ror attacks has become “extreme-
ly difficult” because Europe’s
2,500-5,000 radicalized Muslim
extremists have little command
structures and are increasingly
sophisticated.

Highlighting those fears, a
bomb scare forced Paris to evac-
uate its busy Gare de I'Est train
station during Friday morning
rush hour. No bomb was found.
A man also briefly took two hos-
tages at a post office northwest of
Paris, but police said the hostage-
taker had mental issues and no
links to terror.

Visiting the tense French capi-
tal, U.S. Secretary of State John
Kerry met President Francois
Hollande and toured the sites of
last week’s terror attacks: the sa-
tirical newspaper Charlie Hebdo
and a kosher supermarket. Twen-
ty people, including the three
gunmen, were killed.

One of those Paris attackers
had proclaimed allegiance to the
Islamic State group, and French
and German authorities arrested
at least 14 other people Friday
suspected of links to the Islamic
State group.

Thirteen more people were de-
tained in Belgium and two were

arrested in France in a separate
anti-terror sweep following a
firefight Thursday in the eastern
Belgian city of Verviers. Two sus-
pected terrorists were killed and
a third wounded in that raid on a
suspected terrorist hideout. Fed-
eral magistrate Eric Van der Sypt
said Friday the suspects were
within hours of implementing a
plan to kill police.

In Ireland, police arrested
a suspected French-Algerian
militant at Dublin Airport as he
tried to enter the country using
a false passport. The man, who
was being interrogated, landed
on a European watch list after ex-
pressing support in social media
for last week’s attacks, authorities
said.

In more than a dozen raids Fri-
day, Belgian forces found four
military-style weapons including
Kalashnikov assault rifles and
several police uniforms, Van der
Sypt said. Belgian officials were
reasonably confident they dis-
mantled the core of an important
terrorist cell but the magistrate
said more suspects could be at
large.

“I cannot confirm that we ar-
rested everyone in this group,” he
told reporters.

Authorities said most of those
detained or killed in Belgium
were citizens and some had re-
turned from Syria. They stressed
that the targets of their crack-
down had no known connections
to last week’s attacks in France.

French Prime Minister Manuel
Valls said Friday that while there
was no apparent operational con-
nection between the two terror
groups, “the link that exists is the
will to attack our values.”

Belgian police officers examine a house Friday

FRANK AuGsTEIN/AP

in Verviers, Belgium. The street was blocked after an

anti-terrorist raid in which two suspects were killed and one was wounded during a shootout.

Peter Neumann of the London-
based International Center for the
Study of Radicalization estimated
that 450 people have left Belgium
to fight with Islamic radicals in
Syria and that 150 of them have
returned home.

In Prague, hundreds of people
rallied against Islam in the first
such protest in the Czech Re-
public, waving Czech flags and
banners with slogans including
“Islam is evil.”

Across Europe, anxiety has
grown as the hunt continued for
possible accomplices to the Paris
gunmen — French police earlier
told AP there could be up to six
of them.

The Paris prosecutor’s office
said at least 12 people were ar-
rested in anti-terrorism raids in
the area, targeting people linked
to kosher market gunman Amedy
Coulibaly, who claimed ties to
the Islamic State group. France
has put the country on high alert
and deployed 122,000 police and

troops to protect its citizens, es-
pecially at Jewish schools and
transport hubs.

The Belgian government on
Friday decided to start using its
army for some security tasks,
part of a 12-point, anti-terror plan
lawmakers agreed upon in less
than 24 hours since the deadly
clash Thursday night. The gov-
ernment will also expand legis-
lation to make traveling abroad
with a terror goal a crime and al-
lowing authorities to withdraw ID
from people suspected of travel-
ing to such areas.

In Berlin, police arrested two
men Friday morning on suspicion
of recruiting fighters for the Is-
lamic State group in Syria. Pros-
ecutors said 250 police officers
raided 11 residences at dawn,
part of a months-old investigation
into Turkish extremists.

Kerry’s visit to France came
after the Obama administration
apologized for not sending a high-
er-level delegation to Sunday’s

massive rally in Paris, which
drew more than 1 million peo-
ple to denounce terrorism. Hol-
lande thanked Kerry for offering
support.

“You've been victims your-
selves of an exceptional terrorist
attack on Sept. 11. You know what
it means for a country,” Hollande
said. “Together, we must find ap-
propriate responses.”

In a separate speech to diplo-
mats, Hollande said France is
“waging war” against terrorism
and will not back down from its
international military operations
against Islamic extremists in
Iraq and North Africa. France’s
Parliament voted this week to
extend airstrikes against Islamic
State extremists in Iraq.

Several countries are involved
in the hunt for possible ac-
complices to Coulibaly and the
gunmen who attacked the news-
paper, brothers Cherif and Said
Kouachi.

Video purports to show boy
killing Islamic State prisoners

Photographer shot during Pakistan
anti-Charlie Hebdo demonstration

By Laura Kine aANp Nasia Buros
Los Angeles Times

CAIRO — Executions of captives by
the Sunni Muslim militants of the Islamic
State have become grimly commonplace,
but on Tuesday a newly surfaced video fea-
tured a horrifying twist: the use of a child
executioner.

The Maryland-based SITE group, which
monitors jihadist activity, posted the video
online. Lasting just over 72 minutes, it ap-
pears to show the shootings of two alleged
Russian spies at the hands of a young boy
dressed in a black sweater with camou-
flage trousers.

Pale, with long, straight hair and doll-
like features, he appears to be about 12.

The video, titled “Uncovering an Enemy
Within,” purports to show confessions, with

the men answering questions put to them
in Russian. They give such information
as their names and dates of birth speak-
ing calmly while starkly lighted against a
white background.

According to SITE’s transcription, the
pair admit to working for Russian intel-
ligence and say they were instructed to
gather information and to report back such
details as where a particular Islamic State
leader resided.

Near the end of the footage, the child
is seen firing a pistol at the accused men,
who are bound and kneeling.

According to SITE’s transcript, an inter-
viewer asks the boy, “Who will you be in
the future, God willing?”

“I will be the one who

you, oh

By ApiL Jawap AND ZARAR KHAN
The Associated Press

KARACHI, Pakistan — A rally by Paki-
stani students against a French satirical
‘weekly’s latest publication of a Prophet Mu-
hammad cartoon turned violent on Friday,
with police firing warning shots and water
cannons to disperse the demonstration.
A photographer with the Agence France-
Presse was shot and wounded in the melee.

But although there were concerns that
rallies against Charlie Hebdo’s new cover
depicting the prophet — an act deemed in-
sulting to many followers of Islam — would
unravel into violence across the Muslim
world, most of the protests elsewhere
passed peacefully.

The weekly’s new issue with a drawing of
d, a tear rolling down his cheek

disbelievers,” the child replies.

and holding a placard that reads “Je Suis

Charlie” — a saying that has swept France
and the world — was an act of defiance in
the wake of last week’s terrorist attack at
the paper’s Paris office.

Pakistan has condemned the Paris mas-
sacre but many people in this overwhelm-
ingly Muslim country view the magazine’s
prophet caricatures as a profound insult.
Protesters took to the streets after mid-
day prayers in the port city of Karachi, the
eastern city of Lahore and the capital of Is-
lamabad to denounce the weekly.

In Karachi, clashes erupted when the
protesters started heading toward the
French Consulate. They began throwing
stones at the police, who tried to push them
back with water cannons and tear gas.

AFP news director Michele Leridon said
photographer Asif Hassan was shot and
wounded. He underwent surgery and “his
life does not seem in danger,” Leridon said.
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NASA photos
spot missing
Mars lander

The Associated Press

LONDON — The European Space Agen-
cy’s Beagle-2 lander, which had been lost
on Mars since 2003, has been found, the
agency said Friday.

New photos taken by the high-resolution
camera on NASA’s Mars Reconnaissance
Orbiter show the lander partially deployed
on the surface of the Red Planet, it said.

Rudolf Schmidt, ESA’s Mars Express
project manager at the time, called the
finding “excellent news.” He said that not
knowing what happened to Beagle-2 had
“remained a nagging worry.”

Beagle-2 has not been heard of since it
separated from its mother ship, but ESA
said the images prove the entry, descent
and landing sequence did work and that it
successfully landed on Mars on Christmas
Day in 2003.

UK Space Agency chief executive David
Parker said the discovery of the craft
showed its complex landing procedures
had worked.

“This finding makes the case that Bea-
gle-2 was more of a success than we previ-
ously knew and undoubtedly an important
step in Europe’s continuing exploration of
Mars,” he said.

Parker told a London news conference
that there are no indications the lander
crashed.

AP photos

Pope Francis stands with children of the Anak-Tnk Foundation, which helps poor and
hilds

“These images are with the
Beagle-2 having successfully landed on
Mars but then only partially deploying it-
self,” he said.

The British-built Beagle-2 was launched
on ESA’s Mars Express orbiter and was
supposed to look for signs of alien life.

It was released from its mother ship on
Dec. 19, 2003, and was supposed to land six
days later, but no communications with the
lander were ever established.

Professor Mark Sims, of the University
of Leicester, who worked on the project,
said the new information shows the team
came extremely close to its goal of getting
data from Mars, with the deployment fail-
ing only in its final stage.

“To be frank, I had all but given up hope
of ever knowing what happened to Beagle-
2,” he said.

After the project failed, two U.S. space-
craft landed on Mars and sent back many
pictures and extensive scientific data.

— 0 ™
HIiRISE/NASA/IPL/Parker/Leicester

NASA/AP

A high-resolution camera aboard NASA’s
Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter has located
the Beagle-2 close to the center of its
planned landing area. The lander has been
lost on the Red Planet since 2003.

in Manila, Philippines, after celebrating Mass on Friday.

Pope defends church’s
stance on contraception

The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — Pope Francis
issued his strongest defense yet of church
teaching opposing artificial contracep-
tion on Friday, using a rally in Asia’s larg-
est Catholic nation to urge families to be
“sanctuaries of respect for life.”

Francis also denounced the corruption
that has plagued the Philippines for de-
cades and urged officials to instead work
to end its “scandalous” poverty and social
inequalities during his first full day in Ma-
nila, where he received a rock star’s wel-
come at every turn.

Security was tighter than it has ever
been for this pope, who relishes plunging
into crowds. Cellphone service around the
city was intentionally jammed for a second
day on orders of the National Telecom-
munications Commission and roadblocks
along Francis’ motorcade route snarled
traffic for miles.

Police vans followed his motorcade
while officers formed human chains in
front of barricades to hold back the tens
of thousands of wildly cheering Filipinos
who packed boulevards for hours just for a
glimpse of his four-door Volkswagen pass-
ing by.

Police said another 86,000 gathered out-
side one of Manila’s biggest sports arenas,
capacity 20,000, where Francis held his
first encounter with the Filipino masses:
a meeting with families. There, he firmly
upheld church teaching opposing artificial
contraception and endeared himself to the
crowd with off-the-cuff jokes and even a

Filipino Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, left,
shows Francis how to give the hand
sign for “I love you” at the Mall of Asia
arena in Manila, Philippines, on Friday.

well-intentioned attempt at sign language.

Francis has largely shied away from em-
phasizing church teaching on hot-button is-
sues, saying the previous two popes made
the teaching well-known and that he wants
to focus on making the church a place of
welcome, not rules. But his comments were
clearly a nod to the local church, which re-
cently lost a significant fight when Presi-
dent Benigno Aquino III pushed through
a reproductive health law that allows the
government to provide artificial birth con-
trol to the poor.

“Be sanctuaries of respect for life, pro-
claiming the sacredness of every human
life from conception to natural death,”
Francis exhorted the crowd. “What a gift
this would be to society if every Christian
family lived fully its noble vocation.”

Schools
closed amid
Ebola crisis
to reopen

The Associated Press

ACCRA, Ghana — All schools in Guinea
will reopen on Monday after being closed
amid the deadly Ebola outbreak, Guinea’s
health minister said Friday.

Health minister Remy Lamah told The
Associated Press in Accra, Ghana, during
a summit by the Economic Community of
West African States that the action is being
taken “because the situation has improved.”
In Liberia, the schools are reopening “next
month,” said the Liberian Embassy’s
Charges d’Affaires in Ghana, Musu Ruhle.

The developments mirror how Ebola is af-
fecting the three hardest-hit nations. There
have been gains against the virus, which is
spread through contact with bodily fluids of
a person showing symptoms, or of a corpse,
in Guinea and Liberia, but the disease con-
tinues to spread in Sierra Leone.

Schools will remain closed in Sierra
Leone, that country’s health minister said.

“We are monitoring the situation and
would take a decision after that,” said Si-
erra Leone Health Minister Foday Sawi
Lahai. “We have imported thermometers
to be used for surveillance in the schools.
Once that is done and the number of cases
keep falling, we would consider (reopening
schools).”

In the most recent 24-hour monitoring
period, 16 new Ebola cases were discov-
ered in Sierra Leone, according to gov-
ernment figures.

Online rumors
of dog culling
has Russian pet
owners on edge

The Washington Post

MOSCOW — Panic is percolating among
Russia’s dog owners after Internet warnings
that vigilantes are planning a canine cull-
ing next week, ostensibly to kill off strays,
but endangering pets as well.

Dog owners are warning each other on
various Russian chat forums and social
media sites to look out for poisoned food,
carry first-aid kits, and know how to give
their dogs emergency doses of vitamin B6,
should they show signs of being infected
with Isoniazid, an anti-tuberculosis drug
that is expected to be the preferred poison.

Nobody knows exactly who will be doing
the poisoning, or where it will take place.
But what in other countries might be dis-
missed as an online hoax is in Russia, in-
spiring both serious media attention and a
backlash from animal rights activists, who
are dlrectmg their anxieties about t}us lat-
est pooch-poisoning scare toward the Rus-
sian authorities.

During the Soviet period, the government
helped control the population of strays by
catching and often killing them.

But in modern-day Russia that doesn’t sit
as well. In 2014, when officials in Sochi or-
dered a culling of stray dogs in advance of
the Winter Olympic Games there, the back-
lash was so strong that authorities pledged
to build a shelter for the animals instead.

Yet incidents of mass dog poisonings con-
tinue to be reported.
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OPINION

Attacks revive Jews’ fear in Israel

By DaNIEL GORDIS
Bloomberg News

he horrors that unfolded in Paris

and its outskirts last week cap-

tivated Israel no less than any

other Western country, but they
have played differently in the Jewish State,
which knows well what it is like to have cit-
ies turned into war zones. In Israel, chilling
scenes like the blood-soaked floor of the
Charlie Hebdo offices unfold far too often,
as they did most recently in a Jerusalem
synagogue.

The Charlie Hebdo attack and the hos-
tage scene in the kosher market did more
than evoke recent Israeli memories. Far
more poignantly, they brought images of
the Holocaust to Israelis’ minds. The image
of frightened European Jews hiding in a
freezer was for many Israelis a haunting re-
minder of Jews hiding from Nazis, as were
images of parents holding young children
and fleeing for their lives. (Israel’s press
also went to great lengths to praise the
young Muslim man who protected some of
the patrons of the Hyper Cacher supermar-
ket; Israeli newspapers plastered his photo-
graph across their front pages.)

The massacre in the Charlie Hebdo of-
fices had Holocaust echoes, too. Georges
Wolinski, the 80-year-old Charlie Hebdo
cartoonist, was born to a Polish Jewish
father who had fled to Tunisia to escape
the Nazis. In 1936, Siegfried Wolinski was
killed in Tunisia, and his family left for
Paris. Georges, Siegfried’s son, was killed
by Muslim extremists in Paris last week.

Such moments afford an ironic sense of
confirmation for the Jewish State; modern

political Zionism was born of a Jewish con-
sensus that Europe was a bloodbath just
waiting to happen.

Even bitter political rivals such as Ze’ev
Jabotinsky (father of Revisionist Zionism
and mentor to Menachem Begin) and David
Ben-Gurion (Israel’s first prime minister
and a leader of Labor Zionism), who detest-
ed each other and disagreed about most ev-
erything, agreed that Jewish life in Europe
was doomed and that the only answer was
a state.

The events in Paris seemed to confirm
again their prediction. The rate of Jew-
ish immigration from France to Israel had
already doubled to 7,000 in 2014, making
France Israel’s largest source of immi-
grants. That rate is expected to rise to about
10,000 immigrants in 2015. In the aftermath
of the attacks, Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu called for French Jews
to come to Israel en mass, while France’s
prime minister, Manuel Valls — apparently
taking seriously the possibility of mass Jew-
ish emigration — said if 100,000 French
Jews were to depart, France would no lon-
ger be France. The burial of the four Jewish
victims of the supermarket attack in Israel,
and not in France, held symbolism that was
lost on no one; in moments of crisis, Israel
goes to great pains to remind the world that
Jews have only one true home.

Whatever validation Israelis might have
gleaned from the horrors, however, was
short-lived. Although the image of Netan-
yahu walking arm-in-arm with other world
leaders in Paris suggested an easing of
Israel’s pariah status in France, a darker
back-story soon emerged. The French had
asked Netanyahu not to come because they

did not wish to highlight the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict during the march. When he
insisted on attending, Netanyahu was told
that Palestinian Authority President Mah-
moud Abbas (who is not technically a head
of a state) would be invited and would also
be in the front row. Netanyahu and French
President Francois Hollande attended a
ceremony in Paris’ Grand Synagogue after
the march, but when Israel’s prime minis-
ter got up to speak, the French president
walked out.

And even as hundreds of people were
attending the funeral of one of the super-
market victims, Israel’s Foreign Ministry
released a report predicting that Israel’s in-
ternational standing would plummet further
in 2015. Europe would extend its boycotts of
Israeli products, the Foreign Ministry said,
and after Israel’s elections, the U.S. might
not use its veto in the U.N'’s General Assem-
bly on Israel’s behalf.

A week that began with horrific images
of Jewish vulnerability allowed Israelis to
believe, however fleetingly, that the neces-
sity of a Jewish State was obvious to all. By
the end of the week, though, the press was
calling Netanyahu’s visit to Paris a public
relations disaster, and even Israel’s govern-
ment was predicting that Israel’s standing
would only worsen. It was a week, some
Israelis muttered, that demonstrated with
regard to both Netanyahu and Europe that
“plus ca change, plus c’est la méme chose”
(The more it changes, the more it’s the same
thing).

Daniel Gordis, senior vice president and Koret dis-
tinguished fellow at Shalem College in Jersualem,

is the author of “Menachem Begin: The Battle for
Israel’s Soul” and “The Promise of Israel.”

Political muscle of US blacks has gone soft

By CourTLAND MILLOY
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON
hat if blacks were as politi-
cally unified as our racial at-
titudes make us appear to be?
Suppose, for instance, we did

more than believe that racial discrimina-
tion exists but actually used our political
and economic muscle to remedy race-spe-
cific problems?

There are 42 million blacks in this coun-
try with a combined purchasing power ex-
pected to hit $1.1 trillion this year. If Black
America were an actual nation state in-
stead of just a shaky state of mind, it would
have a population slightly less than Spain’s
and rank as the 46th-richest nation in the
world, according to a statistical profile pub-
lished in the Atlantic last year. And yet,
blacks spent much of 2014 on bended knee
— pleading for justice, crying for jobs, beg-
ging for equal treatment, with President
Barack Obama declaring that “a country’s
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has to be sometimes triggered”
to bring awareness to the killings of un-
armed black men and boys by police. Stand
up, Black America.

Leading up to the 2014 midterm elections,
Obama urged his base of support not to sit
this one out. Too much was at stake. Black
people needed to be as fired up as elderly
white Republicans. Yet a poll by the Demo-
cratic Congressional Campaign Committee
leading up to the elections found that 67
percent of Obama’s base didn’t even know
that an election was being held. No point

in complaining about Republicans in Con-
gress now.

An Associated Press survey two years
ago found that 56 percent of Americans
have explicit “anti-black attitudes” — and
the rest don’t love you all that much, either.
Harvard University professor Michael 1.
Norton found last year that many whites
now believe anti-white racism is a bigger
problem than anti-black bias — the latter
having been all but eliminated, they say.

On the most important issues, an NBC
News/Marist College poll found last month
that 52 percent of whites have a “great
deal” of confidence that police officers in
their community treat blacks and whites
the same, compared with only 12 percent of
blacks. So whose “conscience,” exactly, are
black people trying to prick?

The answer ought to be our own. Black
people have serious problems, to be sure —
extraordinarily high incarceration and ho-
micide rates, for starters. But the resources
at our disposal are enormous, if not always
used most effectively.

“African-Americans make more shop-
ping trips than the average consumer,”
reports Target Market News, an authority
on black consumer habits. “They are more
likely than average to buy beauty and eth-
nic products, children’s cologne, toiletries
for both men and women, frozen meats, and
fresh vegetables and grains.”

We have sweet-smelling kids but no
major black-owned publishing companies
that can reflect their sweet little faces in
children’s books. There are fewer than 30
black-owned banks in the country, accord-

ing to the Federal Reserve, compared with
about 130 such institutions at the turn of
the 20th century. Yowd think black people
would be seeking more community-ori-
ented banks as alternatives to the big Wall
Street firms that ripped them off during the
Great Recession.

Black-owned businesses are the second-
largest employer of black people, next to the
federal government. But only 7 percent of
small businesses are owned by blacks. How
unfortunate that the president must go hat
in hand to Corporate America, asking for
$200 million to help black men and boys
stay in school and get jobs. The program
is called “My Brother’s Keeper.” Better
we start more businesses and hire these
black men and boys. Let the brothers keep
themselves.

“As shoppers, African-Americans are in-
fluencers and trendsetters whose purchas-
ing habits affect others,” Target Market
News said. “They set trends in their pur-
chase of apparel, autos and food and in their
use of social media.”

Surely we can influence more than that.

The Atlantic article cited a speech by the
black scholar W.E.B. Du Bois, given more
than 80 years ago, titled “A Negro Nation
Within a Nation.” In it, he declared: “The
peculiar position of Negroes in America of-
fers an opportunity. . .. With the use of their
political power, their power as consumers,
and their brainpower . . . Negroes can de-
velop in the United States an economic na-
tion within a nation . .. “

At the very least, we could stop expecting
people who hate us to save us.

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on editorials and columns that are published in the newspaper, and values letters on topics of importance in the lives of our readers.
All letters must be signed, and must include the writer's address or base and telephone number. Please limit all letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit letters for length,
taste and clarity. To write us, please refer to the Reader letters information on this page.
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It makes no sense for

By Caris CiLLizza
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON
ver since the news broke last
week that Mitt Romney is not
only thinking about running for
president again in 2016 but also

making moves that suggest he is going to
run, I've been trying to figure out why.
T've talked to Republicans who are close
to Romney and Republicans who are only
interested observers.

For people outside of Romney’s direct
orbit, there is bafflement about what Rom-
ney is doing. Closer allies explain, with-
out their names attached, why Romney
running again isn’t as odd as it is being
portrayed. “Lots of people get elected to
governor or senator on their third try,” said
one Romney supporter urging the former
governor to run. “Nothing magical about
that not being a presidential.”

Those conversations — and my own
thinking — have produced three basic rea-
sons to explain why Romney is doing what
he is doing:

1. He doesn’t believe Jeb Bush is a ter-
ribly strong candidate/front-runner.

2. He doesn’t think anyone in the current
field can beat Hillary Rodham Clinton.

3. He believes he has something more/
new/different to offer the country at a criti-
cal moment in history.

Numbers one and two are, of course,
intricately linked. Romney doesn’t like
Bush’s public critique of the sort of cam-
paign he ran in 2012 and believes that
Bush drastically misunderstands how the
modern political world works. Bush, who
has not run for any office since 2002, has
deep vulnerabilities on the work — from
finance to education — that he has done
since leaving office, Romney believes.
And, Bush simply doesn’t understand (or
doesn’t want to understand) the problems

he has on that front.

And if you believe, as Romney does,
that Bush is much weaker than most peo-
ple — including many Republican donors
— currently regard him, then the prospect
of a Clinton presidency seems very real.
“Romney is the only person who is beating
anybody thinking about running in both
parties,” said one Romney supporter. “He
only beats Hillary by a point or two but
still, if you are beating everyone and can
raise money, that’s not a reason to run but
it’s certainly not a reason not to run.”

Fair enough. It is absolutely true that
Bush remains largely untested in the world
of Vine, Instagram and Twitter on the
campaign trail. And that his gubernatorial
— and, more importantly, post-gubernato-
rial — record has not taken anywhere near
the scrutiny it will if/when he runs. And
that Romney is a proven fundraiser and
vote-getter.

It’s that third point, though, that Rom-
ney, according to those who know him best,
sees as most important — and on which he
and I part ways.

“There is something in Mitt that drives
him to solve problems,” explained one
Romney confidante of the governor’s mind-
set. “When he sees something is a mess, he
doesn’t have it in his DNA to sit back and
let someone else just try to clean it up.”

Added another: “He believes he can help
the country and help people.”

I don’t doubt Romney’s sincerity. But I
do think he and those close to him are fool-
ing themselves that he can simply proclaim
that he is running a new and different cam-
paign — one based on foreign policy and
poverty, according to Politico — and that
will be that. It’s literally impossible to imag-
ine such a scenario. The reason Romney is
in the position he is — nationally known, a
massive fundraising network — is because
of his 2008 and 2012 campaigns. Those are
the pluses of having run twice before. But

Romney to run again

there are also significant minuses in hav-
ing done so. Does Romney think either his
Republican opponents or potentially Clin-
ton in a general election are going to just
let the whole “47 percent” thing drop? Or
that the car elevator, “severely conserva-
tive” and the picture of him with money
coming out of his suit jacket are going to
disappear?

Um, they won’t. The second Romney
declares — and, even now as he moves to-
ward a candidacy — all of the things peo-
ple didn’t like about him will start to creep
back to the front of their minds. The image
of him as an out-of-touch plutocrat, which
the Obama team so effectively painted, will
linger no matter what Romney says or does
as a candidate. And unlike in 2012 when he

THe
NATIONAL
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was seen as the de facto front-runner due
to his close-but-no-cigar bid in 2008, the
logic for why he would choose to run again
in 2016 would make him a puzzle in the
eyes of many Republican primary voters.
People don’t usually vote for puzzles.
There’s no question that Romney feels
a call to service and believes that he is
uniquely able to solve the problems of the
GOP and the country at the moment. But
the assumption that he can pluck the good
things from his past candidacies while
wiping away all the bad stuff from voters’
minds is a deeply flawed reading of how
politics works. And it’s why it makes little
sense for Romney to run again.
Chris Cillizza writes “The Fix,” a politics blog for
The Washington Post, and covers the White House.

American expats face tough questions in Europe

By ANN JoNES

OSLO, Norway

n my long nomadic life, I've been to

both poles and most countries in be-

tween. I still remember when to be

an American was to be envied. The

country where I grew up after World War

II seemed to be respected and admired
around the world.

Today, as one of 1.6 million Americans
living in Europe, I instead face hard ques-
tions about our nation. Wherever I travel,
Europeans, Asians and Africans ask expa-
triates like me to explain everything odd or
troubling about the conduct of the United
States. Polite people, normally reluctant to
risk offending a guest, ask pointedly about
America’s trigger-happiness, cutthroat
free-marketeering, and “exceptionality.”

Their questions share an underlying
theme: Have Americans gone over the
edge? Are you crazy?

Atthe absolute top of the list: “Why would
anyone oppose national health care?” Many
countries have had some form of national
health care since the 1930s, Germany since
1880. Some versions, as in France and Brit-
ain, have devolved into two-tier public and
private systems. Yet even the privileged
would not begrudge their fellow citizens
government-funded comprehensive health
care. That so many Americans do strikes
Europeans as baffling, if not brutal.

In the Scandinavian countries, long con-
sidered to be the most socially progres-
sive in the world, a national (physical and
mental) health program is a big part — but
only a part — of a more general social wel-

fare system. In Norway, where I live, all
citizens also have: access to free education
from age 6 through specialty training or
university; low cost, subsidized preschool;
unemployment benefits, job-placement
and paid retraining; paid parental leave;
old-age pensions, and more. These benefits
are not a “safety net” — that is, charitable
payments grudgingly bestowed upon the
needy. They are universal: equally avail-
able as a human right, promoting social
harmony.

This is the Nordic Model: a balance
of regulated capitalism, universal so-
cial welfare, political democracy, and the
highest levels of gender and economic
equality on the planet. It’s their system,
begun in Sweden in the 1930s and devel-
oped across Scandinavia in the postwar
period. Yes, they pay for it through high
taxation. (Though compared with the U.S.
tax code, Norway’s progressive income tax
is remarkably streamlined.) And despite
the efforts of an occasional conservative
government to muck it up, they maintain
it. Why? They like it. International rank-
ings cite Norway as the best place to grow
old, to be a woman and to raise a child. The
title of “best” or “happiest” place to live on
Earth comes down to a neighborly contest
among Norway and the neighboring Nor-
dic social democracies, Sweden, Denmark,
Finland and Iceland.

All the Nordic countries broadly agree
that only when people’s basic needs are
met— when they cease to worry about jobs,
education, health care, transportation, etc.
— can they truly be free to do as they like.
While the U.S. settles for the fantasy that

every kid has an equal shot at the Ameri-
can dream, Nordic social welfare systems
lay the foundations for a more authentic
equality and individualism. These ideas
are not novel. They are implied in the pre-
amble to our own Constitution. You know,
the part about “We the People” forming “a
more perfect Union” to “promote the gen-
eral Welfare, and secure the Blessings of
Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity.”

Knowing this, a Norwegian is appalled
at what America is doing to its posterity
today. That top chief executives are paid
300 to 400 times as much as an average
employee. Or that Govs. Sam Brownback,
of Kansas, and Chris Christie, of New Jer-
sey, having run up their state’s debts by
cutting taxes for the rich, now plan to cover
the loss with money snatched from public
pension funds. That two-thirds of Ameri-
can college students finish in the red, some
owing $100,000 or more. That in the U.S.,
still the world’s richest country, 1 in 3 chil-
dren lives in poverty. Or that the multitril-
lion-dollar wars of Presidents George W.
Bush and Barack Obama were fought on a
credit card, to be paid off by the kids.

Implications of America’s uncivilized in-
humanity lurk in the questions foreign ob-
servers ask me: Why can’t you shut down
that concentration camp in Cuba? Why
can’t you stop interfering with women’s
health care? What is it about science and
climate change you can’t understand?

And the most pressing question of all:
Why do you send your military all over the
‘world to stir up trouble for all of us?

Europeans often connect America’s
reckless conduct abroad to its refusal

to put its own house in order. They’ve
watched the U.S. unravel its flimsy safety
net, fail to replace decaying infrastructure,
weaken organized labor, bring its national
legislature to a standstill and create the
greatest degree of economic inequality in
almost a century. As they see it, with ever
less personal security and next to no social
welfare system, Americans are bound to
be anxious and fearful. They understand
as well why so many Americans have lost
trust in a national government that for
three decades has done so little for them
(save Obama’s endlessly embattled modest
health care effort).

In Norway'’s capital, where a statue of a
contemplative President Franklin D. Roos-
evelt overlooks the harbor, many America-
watchers think he may have been the last
U.S. president who understood and could
explain to the citizenry what government
might do for all of them.

It’s hard to pin down why America is as
it is today, and — believe me — even hard-
er to explain it to others. Some Europeans
who interrogate me say that the U.S. is
“crazy” — or “paranoid,” “self-absorbed,”
or simply “behind the times.” Others,
more charitably, imply that Americans are
merely “misguided” or “asleep” and may
still recover sanity. But wherever I travel,
the questions follow, each suggesting that
the U.S,, if not exactly crazy, is decidedly a
danger to itself and others.

Ann Jones is the author of “They Were Soldiers:
How the Wounded Return From America’s Wars
— The Untold Story.” This dispatch first appeared
in the Los Angeles Times.
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Woman finds python

during potty break

P SHARON — A 62-year-
old woman said she

discovered a python on her bath-

room floor when she went to take

an overnight potty break.

Debbie LaMotte told The Her-
ald newspaper of Sharon that
she first thought the snake was a
scarf lying on the floor “because
it had such a beautiful pattern.”
But when she prodded it with her
cane, the snake’s head moved.

The incident happened about
4 a.m. Tuesday at her apartment
in Riverview Manor in Sharon.
That’s about 60 miles northwest
of Pittsburgh.

Police came in and, LaMotte
says, wound up using her “old
lady grabber” — a long-handled
device that helps people pick up
items without bending over — to
lift the snake into a bag.

She believes the snake may
have been a slither-away pet that
squeezed under her front door.

After heist, man stops
for chicken and biscuits
P NEW KENSINGTON

— Police arrested a
western Pennsylvania bank rob-
bery suspect when he stopped for
chicken and biscuits at a restau-
rant two blocks away.

Online court records don’t list
an attorney for Shane Lindsey,
32, who was arrested Wednesday
about 20 minutes after he alleg-
edly robbed the Citizens Bank in
downtown New Kensington.

Police told the Valley News
Dispatch of Tarentum that wit-
nesses saw a bald man matching
Lindsey’s description run toward
a restaurant after the heist. Po-
lice knew the busi had sur-

THE CENSUS

989.98

The amount in dollars of a tip that an anonymous passenger gave to a Philadel-
phia cab driver. The fare was $4.31 for the Dec. 13 trip. Oumar Maiga's bosses
revealed the hefty, holiday-season gratuity Wednesday after waiting to make sure
the credit card cleared and it wasn't an error.

veillance video and went inside
to view it hoping for clues as to
where the suspect went — only to
find Lindsey eating at a booth.

Police said the video showed
the robbery suspect run past the
restaurant and then pause before
coming back and going inside.
Lindsey had been staying in a
nearby halfway house.

Strip club awarded
for its cleanliness

I CHICAGO — A Chicago

strip club has received an
award for its efforts at dressing
up the neighborhood.

The Admiral Theatre on Chi-
cago’s northwest side received
one of Albany Park Neighbors’
six “Block Star Business” awards
this week. The group’s website
says the honor is meant to spot-
light businesses that work to
keep the neighborhood clean and
presentable.

“It’s difficult to dispute the Ad-
miral doesn’t deserve the award,”
group member Shylo Bisnett said.
“They recently upgraded their
facade and even during construc-
tion it was still tidy, it was still
passable.”

Nick Cecola, the Admiral’s cre-
ative director, said he thought it
was a scam when he received an
email informing him about the
award.

The club plans to showcase the
certificate in the main lobby.

Seaside celebrity

Journalists and staff members from the Miami Seaquarium watch as a female loggerhead sea turtle named Trigger, makes her way to the
ooean Wednesday at Blll Baggs Cape Florida State Park in Key Biscayne, Fla. Trigger was rescued last February near Fort Lauderdale. She

d in
was rescued and now weighs 157 pounds after a successful rehabilitation at the Miami Seaquarium.

Woman drives drunk
to jail, ends up in jail
BAY CITY — Police

M said a 49-year-old
woman who drove drunk to the
Bay County Jail ended up getting
put behind bars at the facility.

The Bay City Times reported
sheriff’s deputies around 1:45
am. Saturday spotted a car
parked using two spaces in the lot
that was partially in a snowbank.
Undersheriff Troy Cunningham
said the woman was found passed
out behind the wheel of the car,
which was still running.

Cunningham said several alco-
hol containers were found inside
the car. The woman told police
she was heading to Bay City when
she stopped.

California girl’s halloon
message gets response

c year on her late father’s
birthday, Ashlynn Marracino
writes a message to him on a bal-

WHITTIER — Every

loon and sends it aloft.

This year the Southern Cali-
fornia teen got an unexpected
response.

The Whittier Daily News re-
ported the balloon flew 436 miles
north to Auburn, Calif., where
it ended up in the hands of Lisa
Swisley.

Swisley says she became emo-
tional after reading the message
and decided to look Ashlynn up
on Facebook. She discovered
the Whittier High School junior
dreams about attending Hum-
boldt State University and play-
ing softball there.

Swisley reached out to the soft-
ball coach at the university and
put him in touch with Ashlynn,
making the girl’s dream one step
closer to coming true.

Polygamous group can’t

use the Mormon name

UT SALT LAKE CITY —
The Supreme Court in

the Canadian province of British
Columbia has banned a polyga-
mous group there from using the

name of the mainstream Mormon
church.

The order issued Monday pro-
hibits a small polygamist group
run by Winston Blackmore from
using the Utah-based church’s of-
ficial name: The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. It
also forbids the sect from using
“Latter-day Saints,” “Mormon”
or any other name that creates
confusion.

Eric Hawkins, spokesman for
the LDS Church in Salt Lake City,
said they are pleased with the de-
cision that protects church inter-
ests and reduces confusion.

Man caught on camera
stealing cop’s hicycle
P PHILADELPHIA —

Investigators are look-
ing for a bandit who was captured
on video taking off with a Phila-
delphia Police bicycle.

The theft took place Jan. 9 in
the lobby of a high-rise building in
downtown Philadelphia while offi-
cers were taking a police report.

Police said officers were on the

WiLrrebo Lee/AP

and had an old boat-strike wound that needed to calcify properly. Trigger weighed 72 pounds when she

fourth floor responding to a call
and left the bicycle in the lobby,
where a man dressed in a tan
jacket and gray hooded sweat-
shirt took off with it.

Video shows the man exiting an
elevator and looking at the black
Trek bicycle as he walks by. Soon
after, he returns, looks around
and wheels it outside.

Auction house guilty in
wildlife smuggling case
F MIAMI — A South Flor-

ida auction house and its
president have pleaded guilty to
federal wildlife smuggling con-
spiracy charges in a case involv-
ing rhinoceros horns, elephant
ivory and corals.

Thepleas wereentered Wednes-
day by Christopher Hayes, S5,
of Wellington and his company,
Elite Decorative Arts of Boynton
Beach. Prosecutors said Hayes
sold horns of at least six endan-
gered black rhinos, four of them
to undercover U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service investigators.

From wire reports
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Professor Richard Pioreck has been
incorporating the TV show “The Simpsons”
into his lesson plans for about a decade.

Frank ELtman/AP
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Professors using satirical references from TV's ‘Simpsons’ as a teaching tool

By FraNK ELTMAN
The Associated Press

HEMPSTEAD, New York
art and Lisa Simpson have been
in elementary school for 25 years.
But that hasn’t stopped them
from showing up on university

campuses.

Universities across the U.S. are using sa-
tirical references from “The Simpsons” to
grab students’ attention and convey lessons
in literature and popular culture.

“If the references are important enough
to be lampooned by ‘The Simpsons,’ these
works must be important cultural mile-
stones,” says Hofstra University adjunct
English professor Richard Pioreck, who has
been incorporating the denizens of Spring-
field into his courses for about a decade.

He teaches a course about the Broadway
theater and how “The Simpsons” have em-
braced various musicals. Next semester, he
shifts to an online literature course titled
“The D'oh of Homer” that includes read-
ings from Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Raven”

and “The Fall of the House of Usher,” and
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” —all
referenced in “Simpsons” episodes.

“Teachers need to keep things fresh,” says
Denise DuVernay, an adjunct English pro-
fessor at St. Xavier University in Chicago,
co-author of the book “The Simpsons in the
Classroom: Embiggening the Learning Ex-
perience with the Wisdom of Springfield.”

In recent years, other universities have
had courses focused on the prime-time
show, including Oswego State University in
New York and San Jose State University in
California.

Longtime “Simpsons” executive produc-

er Al Jean says he’s not surprised professors
have embraced the program. “Some people
may think we are very vulgar, but then they
find there is a lot of warmth and emotion
and many people are surprised at the intel-
ligence of some of the jokes,” he says.

Pioreck says he decided to use the show
after a friend of his daughter’s passed an
exam on “The Devil and Daniel Webster”
by watching a “Simpsons” episode that fo-
cused on the story.

He found that the animated sitcom usu-
ally aims for more than just the easy punch-
lines, with writers layering the plotlines
‘with humor that can be appreciated by low-

‘If the references are important enough to be
lampooned by “The Simpsons,” these works must be
important cultural milestones. ?

Richard Pioreck
adjunct English professor, Hofstra University

brow and highbrow audiences alike.

For example, in one episode that parodied
“A Streetcar Named Desire,” the dynamics
of Homer and Marge Simpson’s marriage
are deftly illustrated through a comparison
to the relationship of the couple in the play,
Stella and Stanley.

““The Simpsons” do a great deal of paro-
dying, whether it’s a complete script or a
number here or there,” Pioreck says. “Quite
often they choose family relationships; what
makes a man a success is one of the things
that we pursue. And you can see what hap-
pens to Homer. Even though it looks like
he’s not a good father, he steps up and he
comes through in the end.”

One young Hofstra student confesses
she’d never seen the sitcom before signing
up for the Simpsons-Broadway course.

Elizabeth Sarian, a 21-year-old music
performance major from Plainview says
she signed up because of her interest in
Broadway, not the cartoon.

Still, she says, the connection to “The
Simpsons” is hardly trivial “because it re-
ally does teach you a lot from watching it.”
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ast year’s E3 Electronic Entertainment Expo was
largely derided for its emphasis on games that
would never see the light of day in 2014. Fans were
upset that most of the great-looking games were
scheduled for the distant future of 201S. This was bad news
for us then, but it also provided an excellent glimpse into
what to expect out of gaming this year.
Ladies and gentlemen, the future is looking bright.

Nintendo

‘The Legend of Zelda’

Unless you've just started playing video games 10 minutes ago, you're at least
somewhat familiar with the “Zelda” legacy. In more than 20 years, the series has
evolved from the prototypical adventure game to a genuine cultural touchstone.
There are a lot of reasons for that, but No. 1 is the quality of the games them-
selves. Very few of the “Zelda” games are anything but great (the disastrous CD-i
abominations notwithstanding), and almost all of them end up as the best games
released that year.

“Zelda" for the Wii U is shaping up to be another worthy entry in the venerable
franchise. The game is still in the early stages of development but, from what
we've seen so far, the focus on a more open-ended world looks to shake things
up a bit. If creator Eiji Aonuma can pull off his vision, we could end up with a
game that combines the best of “Zelda” with the best of open-world games like
“Skyrim.”

Platform: Wii U

Due: TBD, 2015

Online: tinyurl.com/olep4kq

Ubisoft

‘Tom Clancy’s The Division’

Tom Clancy's video games are more or less a genre unto themselves. Even
though the author is unfortunately no longer with us, the legacy he built with Red
Storm Entertainment remains strong. “The Division,” developed by Red Storm
and Ubisoft Massive, is the latest realistic military shooter bearing his name. It
also is looking like one of the best since 2001’s “Ghost Recon.”

“The Division” is set in New York City after a plague wipes out swaths of the
population. The ensuing chaos causes the activation of an elite unit of military
operatives who are tasked with preserving what remains of society. It sounds like
the perfect plot for a great action game, and the videos we've seen show promise.
It's also an online, co-op game that places a premium on social interaction and
exploration. There looks to be plenty of PVP action, but the bulk of the game
seems to center on cooperation and teamwork rather than kill-death ratios.

Platforms: Xbox One, PS4, PC

Due: TBD, 2015

Online: tinyurl.com/maz94fo

I
— —
—)
N
L
(—
&»
GED
(1~
(— 7
-
(=)
)
(-]
—
]
()
-
i)
- —
(-
i)
&
g
—
—

By MicHAEL DARNELL /Stars and Si

The Xbox One and PlayStation 4 are entering the second
full year of their lifespan — historically the year when con-
soles really hit their stride.

Wii U owners have a new “Zelda” to look forward to, and
PC gaming is looking stronger and more diverse than ever
before.

Here are some of the games set to be released in 2015
that we’re most excited about.

‘Bloodborne’

This role-playing action game springs from the mind of “Dark Souls” creator
Hidetaka Miyazaki. Fans of that series, or its predecessor “Demon'’s Souls,” likely
already have this PlayStation 4 exclusive on their radar. For those unfamiliar with
either series, this could be an excellent entry point into what looks to be a brutally
challenging adventure in keeping with the legacy of Miyazaki's past creations.

“Bloodborne” drops the medieval influence of the “Souls” series for a more
gothic Victorian atmosphere. You'll still be fighting the undead, monsters and
massively oversized creatures, but now you'll be doing with it with bullets, as well
as swords and axes.

Gone too is the plodding, defensive pace of “Souls,” replaced with a much
more twitch-based combat system that rewards offense as much as defense. And
if the videos Sony has released are anything to go on, the infamous challenge of
the “Souls” series remains very much intact.

Platform: PS4

Due: March 24

Online: tinyurl.com/n9sjelo

‘Halo 5: Guardians’

Despite the failings of last year’s “The Master Chief Collection,” it's hard to not be
a little excited for a new, proper “Halo” game.

Little remains known about the single-player campaign, but the multiplayer beta
is ongoing as we speak, and early impressions are very positive.

The new additions to the tried-and-true formula, like jet packs and powerslides,
are adding new dimensions, while 343 Industries continues to listen to fan feed-
back to tweak the overall experience.

One immediate example of this is how they listened to feedback on the sprint
mechanic, which is now tied into shield regeneration.

Regardless of how you feel about that particular feature, it's promising that
they're actively listening to their player base to balance the game out, and for that
they get a spot on our most anticipated games of 2015.

Platform: Xbox One

Due: TBD, 2015

Online: tinyurl.com/nxjz8ke
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Hello Games

‘No Man’s Sky’

This spacefaring adventure game from Hello Games
is difficult to fully explain to the uninitiated. In “No Man’s
Sky,” players are given a spaceship and set free in a mas-
sive universe. What they decide to do from that point on
is entirely up to them.

The big draw of “No Man'’s Sky” is that unlike every
other space exploration game to date, each of the planets
is reachable through a seamless transition from the outer
atmosphere to the planet’s surface. No loading screens,
no cutscenes showing a shuttle launch. You just fly there.
Once on a planet’s surface, players can scan local flora
and fauna, each procedurally generated to give each
planet its own set of unique attributes. You might be on
an ice planet with roving bands of giant orange dinosaurs,
or a lush garden world full of hostile enemies.

While there is supposedly an overarching plot of reach-
ing the center of the galaxy, expect the bulk of the “No
Man’s Sky” experience to be player-driven and not bound
to a series of follow-the-glowing-dot-on-the-minimap
missions.

If Hello Games pulls this off, they're going to revolution-
ize the concept of sandbox gaming.

Platforms: PS4, PC

Due: TBD, 2015

Online: tinyurl.com/ncdr7mu

Konami

‘Metal Gear Solid V:
The Phantom Pain’

It’s pretty telling that the prologue chapter to “Phantom
Pain” ended up in many of 2014’s game of the year lists,
even though “Ground Zeroes” was basically a glorified
demo. In that demo, we got a glimpse of the enormity of
“Phantom Pain’s” world and a reaffirmation that Metal
Gear's creator Hideo Kojima remains gloriously off center.
“Phantom Pain” is ostensibly an action-stealth game cen-
tered on Big Boss' adventures in a war-torn landscape.
“Metal Gear” games are never quite that simple, though,
and this installment is no different.

Big Boss will add mountain climbing and horseback
riding to his repertoire, and the base-building and soldier
recruitment from the underrated “Peace Walker.” He'll
also have to manage relationships with Al companions,
of which only two — the troubled soldier Quiet and a
wolf companion — have been revealed. The most recent
gameplay trailer shows that the zaniness of past “Metal
Gear” games has not been minimized whatsoever. For
instance, this is likely the first military action-stealth game
that features goat herding and eliminating enemy vehicles
with balloons.

Platforms: Xbox One, PS4, PC, Xbox 360, PS3

Due: TBD, 2015

Online: tinyurl.com/lo5xg6u

# \‘Cuurtesy of “The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt" website

Ly

‘The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt’

CD Projekt Red’s magnum opus might be the most
ambitious role-playing game coming out this year. The
final game in the Geralt trilogy is being billed as an open-
world game where nearly every action has a conse-
quence. The previous games remain the hallmark of the
choice-and-consequence game philosophy, so there is
little reason to doubt this one will be any different. “The
Witcher 3" is also looking like one of the most visually
detailed games coming out this year, which is impres-
sive considering CD Projekt is aiming for a world size that
dwarfs the competition. For the first time in the series,
players will also be able to play as a second character,
in this instance a sorceress by the name of Ciri. All in all,
this is looking like the role-playing game to beat in 2015.

Platforms: Xbox One, PS4, PC

Due: May 19

Online: tinyurl.com/n57058u

‘Batman: Arkham Knight’

This continuation of the excellent “Batman: Arkham”
games was supposed to hit shelves last year, but
Rocksteady Studios pushed it back to polish up some of
the rough spots. Last year’s loss is this year's gain. This
sequel’s main draw, besides the continuation of the best
Batman video game series ever made, is the addition of
the Batmobile as a playable element. For the first time in
the Arkham series, players will be able to jump behind
the wheel of Batman's famed car to explore the greatly
expanded series and to solve puzzles. The most recent
series of trailers shows a tweaked combat system that
shows Batman in his prime, easily taking out chumps left
and right, and a story that ties in directly to the events of
“Arkham City.”

Platforms: Xbox One, PS4, PC

Due: June 2

Online: tinyurl.com/k95gmso

‘Yoshi’s Woolly World’

The cutest game in the pipeline for 2015 is Nintendo’s
next platformer starring everyone's favorite dinosaur.
“Yoshi's Woolly World” is a high-def take on the same
visual style shown in 2010’s “Kirby's Epic Yarn.” Yoshi
will be pulling apart enemies and weaving levels back
together with the flick of a tongue or the toss of an egg.

Anyone impressed by previous fabric-based art styles
will be blown away by the depth-of-field tricks and
texturing in this game, which even in early previews looks
astounding. The game sports a co-op mode, especially
fun in this kind of remake-the-world type of environment.
Players will use one another as egg ammo, working to-
gether to find hidden gems. This Nintendo title might just
steal the cute crown back from Sony’s “LittleBigPlanet.”

Platform: Wii U

Due: Spring 2015

Online: tinyurl.com/omnutnr

‘Splatoon’

It's not too often that we see truly unique shooters
come down the pipeline, and it's even less frequent that
shooters of any kind are published by Nintendo. This
colorful, cheerful entry is looking like both. Rather than
grizzled war veterans shooting off one-liners as often as
bullets, “Splatoon” puts players in the tentacle-clad boots
of squid people spouting colored ink across twisty, turing
maps.

Teams of squid people are pitted against each other as
they each race to cover the map with their team’s colors
before the round ends. The team with the most coverage
wins. The ink also doubles as a mode of transportation,
as players can use their team'’s colors to “swim” through
the ground, create bridges to higher points and slide up
walls.

The recently announced single-player mode looks like a
fun mashup of the multiplayer concept and the “Ratchet
& Clank” series.

Everything we've seen so far is showing that “Splatoon”
is going to be a great kid-friendly game to pick up when it
releases later this year.

Platforms: Wii U

Due: TBD, 2015

Online: tinyurl.com/nzwjtnm

‘The Order: 1886’

This is the first of the major games to be scheduled for
release this year, and also one of the most anticipated and
most contentious. Early videos showed this steampunk
shooter to have some amazing visuals, but gameplay
details were sparse. Here we are, just weeks away from
release, and those details still remain vague.

The most recent set of videos show an abundance
of cover-based shooting and quick-time events — both
mechanics we're bored with — but it also shows an inter-
esting setting and a unique atmosphere. We're a bit wary
of “The Order: 1886," but we've seen enough that we're
bursting with excitement nonetheless.

Platform: PS4

Due: Feb. 20

Online: tinyurl.com/kc7Irb4

There are many other games that could have
made this list, including “Uncharted 4,”
“Cuphead,” “Rise of the Tomb Raider” and
“Crackdown.” That fact is even more reason to
be excited for gaming in 2015. Some

pects look a little anemic, but th

y ng with potential. Happy gaming!

Samlaney contributed to thisreport.
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By CHERYL PowELL
Akron Beacon Journal

aura Hood is celebrat-
ing what she considers
her personal miracle.
Since 2007, Hood
had suffered from debilitating
seizures that a powerful mix of
medications couldn’t control.

Hood, 47, is one of the first
people in the nation to get a
new device implanted in her
brain that monitors for signs
of seizures and sends impulses
directly to the source to quiet
the storm.

Before undergoing brain
surgery at the Cleveland Clin-
ic in April, Hood suffered sei-
zure activity as often as five
times a day.

Now she experiences two or
three auras a month that end
before a full seizure begins.

“I feel it coming on very
faintly, and then it stops,” she
said.

The NeuroPace RNS System
is a “smart device” that moni-
tors the brain’s activity, inter-
prets the signals and provides
stimulation when needed for
patients’ intractable seizures.

The NeuroPace RNS is an
improvement over other sys-
tems that provide stimulation
without regard to the individu-
al’s unique brain activity, said
Dr. Dileep R. Nair, section
head of adult epilepsy at the
Cleveland Clinic and an in-
vestigator in the trial for the
device.

“We teach the device to
look for the specific pattern
that patient has that’s asso-
ciated with a seizure,” Nair
said. “We try to stop that ac-
tivity from moving anywhere
else.”

More than 2 million
Americans have epilepsy, a
neurological condition with
unpredictable seizures, or
sudden surges of electrical ac-
tivity in the brain, according
to the Epilepsy Foundation.

The majority of people can
control their epilepsy with
medications, Nair said. But for about 30 percent of patients, anti-sei-
zure drugs alone aren’t effective.

“In this group, the options really have been to see if they are epi-
lepsy surgery candidates,” he said.

But resecting (or cutting out) the portion of the brain where the
seizures originate isn’t always possible, particularly if the region is
vital for movement or speech or if multiple parts of the brain are
involved, Nair said.

For Hood, her seizures began about six months after she and her
husband, Michael, got married at a local temple, where they met. She
was a Hebrew teacher and he was a building manager.

While in the hospital after her first seizure, she struggled to re-
member recent events and important people in her life, even her hus-
band.

“Who is that nice man?” she asked her mother, Elaine William-
son.

Over the next several years, medications failed to control her sei-
zures, including a major episode that caused her to go into cardiac
failure.

Every day, she experienced auras, a strange feeling “like a very,
very horrific dream you're having,” she said. “You can feel it coming
on your body.”

Epilepsy surgery to remove the portion of her brain where the sei-
zures started wasn’t an option because that region is responsible for
her memory.

Laura Hood, above and with husband, Michael, at right, is one of
the first people in the U.S. to have the NeuroPace RNS System
implanted in her brain. The device has helped reduced her seizure
activity, which she once experienced as often as five times a day.

PHotos BY MicHAEL CHRITTON, AKRON BEACON JOURNAL/TNS

‘Smart” device in Ohio woman's brain
helps control severe seizure disorder

“If they removed a portion,
then she would have no short-
term memory at all,” her hus-
band said.

Hood quit her job in sales,
gave up driving and began
staying close to home for fear
of having a seizure or frighten-
ing aura.

“I miss working so much,”
she said.

Hood has relied on her hus-
band, mother and longtime
family friend, Micki Wise of
Akron, to take her to and from
appointments and other plac-
es.

When her doctors at the
Cleveland Clinic said a new
device might help her, she and
her family were eager to try it.
She became the first patient at
the hospital to get the Neuro-
Pace RNS after it earned Food
and Drug Administration ap-
proval.

“I was glad there was an op-
tion,” Hood said.

The NeuroPace RNS can
be offered only at advanced
epilepsy centers, such as the
Cleveland Clinic, that can con-
duct invasive brain testing in
which electrodes temporarily
are implanted in the brain to
pinpoint seizure activity.

“There’s a whole process
that leads up to seeing if a pa-
tient is even a candidate,” Nair
said.

The device consists of a
stimulator implanted in the
skull under the scalp and leads
imbedded in the brain. Up to
two focal points for seizure ac-
tivity can be targeted.

A wand is held against the
scalp to transfer data wire-

lessly from the NeuroPace

RNS to a computer so it can

be analyzed by doctors and ad-

justed as needed. A specialized
magnet also can be waved by
the head to “mark” in the data
when the patient experiences
seizure activity.

The neurostimulator costs
about $37,000, not including
the surgery and necessary
pre-testing, according to a

NeuroPace spokesperson. Most major insurers, including Medicare,
cover the device.

The battery lasts about three years before it must be replaced.

In a clinical study, 55 percent of patients with the NeuroPace RNS
System had their seizure frequency reduced by 50 percent or more
over a two-year period after getting the device, Nair said.

“We were able to offer something for patients who have a very dev-
astating epilepsy who had no other options,” he said. “This is an ex-
ample of a new generation of devices.”

Hood’s husband said they’re hopeful her doctors soon can wean
her off some of her medicines, which make her groggy all the time.

“It’s a real-life miracle,” Wise said.

Study: Kids
who sleep near
smartphones
get less sleep

Bloomberg News

ave your kids smart-
phones for the holidays?
You might want to re-
consider their bedtime.

Children who slept in the same
room as small screens such as
smartphones got almost 21 fewer
minutes of shuteye a night than
those who didn’t, according to re-
search published recently by the
journal Pediatrics. The two age
groups studied — about 9 years
old and 12 years old — also re-
ported significantly less regular
sleep with a phone nearby, pos-
sibly due to the buzz of text mes-
sages and Snapchats.

The paper joins a growing body
of research finding that gadgets
correspond to shorter, more fitful
nights, as well as other health is-
sues such as weight gain. As one
study found last month, adults
who used glowing e-readers be-
fore bed had worse sleep and
more drowsiness than those with
printed books. The evidence sug-
gests that bright, blinking screens
are affecting our biological time-
keeper, the circadian clock.

While the Pediatrics study
didn’t conclude that phones cause
sleep deprivation, its lead author,
Jennifer Falbe, said the case for
clamping down on kids’ screen
time is gaining strength.

Recent findings  ‘“caution
against unrestricted access to
media in children’s bedrooms,”
Falbe, a researcher at the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley,
said. “The risks associated with
shorter sleep duration and poorer
sleep quality would include re-
duced academic performance,
behavioral problems, possibly an
increased risk for weight gain
and possibly negative impacts on
immunity.”

The human body uses light and
darkness to influence circadian
rhythms, the physical, mental
and behavioral changes in a 24-
hour cycle. The brain’s internal
clock uses the amount of light to
determine when to produce more
melatonin, a hormone that brings
on sleepiness. Charles A. Czeisler,
a professor of sleep medicine at
Harvard Medical School, esti-
mates that since the advent of
electricity-powered light, people’s
internal sleep triggers have been
pushed back six hours.

The study in Pediatrics, funded
by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and the National
Institutes of Health, surveyed
more than 2,000 fourth- and sev-
enth-graders in Massachusetts
as part of a broader investigation
into obesity in children. The ma-
Jjority of kids surveyed slept with
a small screen by their side.

The 21 minutes lost with small-
er screens exceeded the 18 min-
utes given up by children who
slept in a room with a TV. Since
small devices are held closer to
the face, they might delay the re-
lease of melatonin more than TV
light, the researchers said.
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Taking over ‘Gotham’

Robin Lord Taylor
is on a thriller of a ride
as the Penguin

By GRrEG BrAXTON
Los Angeles Times

obin Lord Taylor made one of the big-
gest splashes of the fall TV season,
even though he had some pretty big
web-like feet to fill.

Taylor’s colorful portrayal of Oswald Cobble-
pot, the sneaky underworld figure who eventually
transforms into the Penguin, has been a highlight
of “Gotham,” the crime thriller exploring the ori-
gins of Batman and his many nemeses. The se-
ries, which premiered to critical praise in the fall,
has become one of Fox’s biggest freshman hits,
receiving a full-season order a few weeks after its
debut. It airs Sundays on AFN-Spectrum.

Though the series focuses on rookie detec-
tive and future Batman ally James Gordon (Ben
McKenzie), Taylor has stolen his share of scenes
as Cobblepot, evolving from a bullied, pathetic
underling who hates being called Penguin to a
crafty psychopath who commits murders with
malicious glee. Taylor has put his own distinc-
tive, grounded menace into the role, winning
over fans and critics. Cobblepot wears a sinister
smirk while carrying out his evil deeds, and his
relationship with his mother, Gertrude Kapelput
(Carol Kane), a European immigrant with a
freakish appearance, might be called a bit too
close.

Co-starring in “Gotham” has been just one of
Taylor’s accomplishments. He had a brief but
memorable role during the last two seasons on
“The Walking Dead” as Sam, one of the hapless
captives whose throat was slashed by cannibals
at the opening of the fifth season.

Taylor recently talked about “Gotham” by
phone from the show’s New York set.

What has the experience of “Gotham” been
like?

I'll try to keep from being trite, but it’s been
absolutely mind-blowing. I never in a million
years imagined I would be on something this
huge, this iconic.

You’re no doubt familiar with how Burgess
Meredith and Danny DeVito played the Pen-
guin. Did that intimidate you?

Absolutely. I don’t think I could be human and
not be intimidated to follow in the footsteps of
Burgess and Danny. They are iconic actors, and
their portrayals were iconic. I grew up watch-
ing both of them. It was daunting, but when I
ultimately got to read the script, I saw it was a
unique take on the character and illuminated
parts of the character that hadn’t been illumi-
nated in previous incarnations. The pressure
was lessened because I know I could make my
own choices and make the character my own.

Cobblepot seems to land in the sweet spot
between the TV show, where he was really out-
rageous, and “Batman Returns,” which was
much darker.

I have to give the credit for that to (executive
producer) Bruno Heller, who has created such
a rich world and a rich interpretation for the
character. When I get a new script, I feel like it’s
there all in front of me. Not one note rings false.

Cobblepot’s relationship with his mother is
rather creepy.

She immigrated to this country from Europe,
and there’s no father on the scene, so all they
have is each other, this really kinetic connection
and bond. They’re outsiders. They’re strange but
connected. Playing those scenes with Carol is a
dream.

Q: What's next for Cobblepot... 7

A: He's learning as he goes, and mistakes are going to be made, but
at the same time, | see him achieving a lot of what he wants to accomplish
and becoming a major player on the Gotham crime scene.
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USPS urges small postage increases

By Tom Raum
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The US.
Postal Service on Thursday pro-
posed slight increases for mail-
ing postcards and international
letters — but wants to leave first-
class “Forever” stamps at their
present 49 cents.

Under a filing with the Postal
Regulatory Commission, let-
ters to international destinations
would rise from $1.15 to $1.20.
Postcards would rise from 34
cents to 35 cents.

The increases being proposed
would become effective April 26,
if the requests are granted.

On first-class mail, every ounce
over 1 ounce would cost an addi-
tional 22 cents, up from 21 cents.
And letters to all international
destinations would go from $1.15
0 $1.20.

The filing does not affect Post-
al Service shipping products and
services.

The Postal Service said the

requested price increases are
the latest in a series of steps “to
achieve financial stability.”

“By growing volume, revenue
and contribution, the Postal Ser-
vice will continue to meet Amer-
ica’s mailing and shipping needs
well into the future,” the agency

FranciNe ORR, Los AnceLes Times/TNS

Shoppers go through postcards in Los Angeles in March 2014.

said in a statement.

“While improving efficiency in
streamlining its network and seek-
ing legislative changes, the Postal
Service must address an outdated
business model,” it added.

The Postal Service receives no
tax dollars for operating expens-

es. It relies on the sale of postage,
products and services to raise the
revenues needed to pay for its
operations.

Before they take effect, the new
rates must be approved by the
commission.

The last increase in first-class
postage was a 3-cent boost to
49 cents that took place Jan. 26,

2014.

Forever stamps bought now are
good for first-class postage up to 1
ounce regardless of future rates.

Jan. 15,2015
Dow Jones -106.38
industrials 17,320.71
Nasdaq -68.50
composite 4 570,82
Standard & -18.60
Poor’s 500 1,992.67
Russell -22.35
2000 1,154.71

Military rates
Euro costs (Jan. 19,

South Korean won (Jan, 20)

ommercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar
British pound ..

ary banking
facilities in the country of issuance

for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netheriands and the United Kingdom. For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dollars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro

Prime rate

30-year bond .

WEATHER OUTLOOK

KAZAKHSTAN

SATURDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST
)

PAKISTAN

A

Arabian Sea

KINGDOM

gyz?_%{u/sz’ -

SPAIN

Morén
| 5782 q

SATURDAY IN EUROPE

éMlldenhaIV
" Lakenheath

£

% N.KOREA

40/28,

3 s KOREA /2

.
~=1’1/29

gg;

Sa: ”'
52‘2';5‘51

L
o

Sea of

J 29/32 .
e ,.q%».é" é/"”/ak
e

&'s  Philippine
o Sea N
-, BB
“Okinowa &
63/53

Ame
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb.

pan

The weather is provided by the
merican Forces Network Weather Center,

City Hi Lo Wthr  Chattanooga 57 35 CIr  Fort Wayne
Abilene, Tex 66 34 Clr  Cheyenne 41 30 Clr  Fresno
Akron, Ohio 41 35  PCldy Chicago 41 30 cldy  Goodland
Albany,N.Y. 17 16  PCldy Cincinnati 48 35  PCldy GrandJunction
Albuquerque 55 27  PCldy Clevelan: 41 34 PCldy Grand Rapids
Allentown,Pa. 26 20 Cir Colorado Springs 49 23 Cir  GreatFalls
Amarillo 60 25 Clr Columbia,s.C. 57 40 Clr  Green Bay
Anchorage 33 26 Cldy Columbus,Ga. 61 40 Clr  Greensboro,N.C.
Asheville 48 33 Cir Columbus,Ohio 44 34  PCldy Harrisburg
Atlanta 57 39 Clr Concord,N.H. 6 10 Cir  Hartford Spgfid
Atlantic City 30 29 Clr CorpusChristi 70 48  PCldy Helena
Austin 67 42 Clr Dallas-FtWorth 65 38 Cir Honolulu
Baltimore 33 28 Clr  Dayton 45 33 PCldy Houston
Baton Rouge 61 38 cir Day(ona Beach 70 53 cidy Huntsville
Billings 38 30 clr 49 21 Cir  Indianapolis
Birmingham 59 38 clr Des Moines 45 21 Cldy  Jackson,Miss.
Bismarck 39 19 Clr  Detroit 37 33 Cldy Jacksonville
Boise 3% 33 cidy Duluth 32 20  Snow Juneau

21 18 Cir ElPaso 63 32 Clr  Kansas City
Bridgeport 2 2 cIr  Elkins 49 32 PCldy KeyWest
Brownsville 72 53 PCldy Erie 40 34 cir  Knoxville
Buffalo 3 33 Cldy Eugene 54 50 Rain  Lake Charles
Burlington,Vt. 16 14  PCldy Evansville 51 33 Clr  Lansing
Caribou,Maine -1 -10 Cir  Fairbanks 12 -2 PCldy LasVegas
Casper 35 25  PCldy Fargo 37 19  snow Lexington
Charleston,S.C. 62 46 cir Flagstaﬂ 54 24 Clir  Lincoln
Charleston,W.va. 56 38 cir 38 32 cldy  Little Rock
Charlotte,N.C. 50 37 cir For( Smith 63 32 Cir  Los Angeles

39 32 Cldy  Louisville 52
57 45 cldy  Lubbock 62
48 23 Cldy Macon 61
2 23 cldy Madison 38
37 32 cldy Medford 56
40 35  PCldy Memphis 58
36 28 Rain Miami Beach 75
46 37 Clr Midland-Odessa 68
30 25  PCldy Milwaukee 9
2 17 Cir  Mpls-St Paul 38
32 26  PCldy Missoula 32
80 66 Clr Mobile 60
65 45 Clr  Montgomery 61
59 35 Clr  Nashville 55
46 31 PCIdy NewOrleans 62
60 37 Cir NewYorkCity 25
65 48  PCldy Newark 25
40 32 Rain  Norfolk.Va. 40
51 30  PCldy NorthPlatte 43
74 67 cldy OklahomaCity 61
56 36 Clr  Omaha 46
62 43 Clr  Orlando 73
37 32 cldy Paducah 53
64 44 PCldy Pendleton 43
51 36 Clr  Peoria 43
48 26 Clr  Philadelphia 30
61 36 Clr  Phoenix 74
76 54 Clr  Pittsburgh 43

34 cir Pocatello 4 31 Cldy SiouxCity 2 2 cir
29 Cir PortlandMaine 15 14 cir Sioux Falls 39 19 cir
39 Cir PortlandOre. 50 47  Rain SouthBend 39 31 Cldy
28 Rain Providence 2 18 cir 34 3 Cldy
47 Rain  Pueblo 56 17 CIr springfield, Il 47 31 PCldy
37 Cir Raleigh-Durham 47 38 CIr SpringfieldMo 58 29 cir
s cldy Rapidcity a3 2 dr 23 22 cldy
30 cir Reno 58 36 Cldy

31 Rain Richmond 2 34 c E',‘“a;‘:ssee .
23 Rain Roanoke 2 35 CIr Tolodo w0 3 cldy
30 cldy Rochester 28 28 Cldy qopeka s 29 poldy
44 Clr - Rockford 40 28 Cldy  1ycson 74 44 cir
38 Cir sacramento 59 50 Cldy g @ 3 o
37 Cir StLouis 58 3¢ pCldy u°% % 3 o
2 Clr Stpetersburg 70 59 PCldy (/P % 3 &
25 peldy StThomas 83 72 PCldy Wach "
25 PCldy Salem,Ore. 53 49 Rain \Vashington 3903 cr
37 Cir SaltlakeCity ~ 45 31  Cldy W.PamBeach 75 63 cldy
19 Clr  San Angelo 7 33 clr Wichita 54 26 cir
3 Cir  San Antonio 68 44 clr - Wichita Falls 63 32 clr
25 Clr 5an Diego 7152 cir Wilkes-Barre 24 21 dr
55 PCldy SanFrancisco 61 53 cidy Wilmington,Del. 30 26 cir
33 Clr  San Jose 66 50  PCldy Yakima 38 34 Rain
40 Rain Santa Fe 51 20  PCldy Youngstown 4a 35 Cldy
30 PCldy  StSteMarie 25 22 snow

28 cir Savannah 64 46 clr  ationaltemperature extremes
49 Cir Seattle 48 45 Rain Hi:Thu., 80, M

39 Pecldy Shreveport 63 41 Q- Lo: Thu, -26, Presaue Isle, Maine
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Explore STARS%%:&?STR' PES new feature section: Vietnam at 50.

With contributions from the men and women who were there, as well as voices from experts and our readers,

we take a look back at the Vietnam War and the cultural changes that surrounded it. How the war was prosecuted,
how it changed our military and foreign policy thinking, and how America viewed itself then and now. It’s a
radically new design for Stars and Stripes, and one you can help shape by sharing your thoughts and voices.

I I I I I I Visit online for more content and vide

o—or to shate your memories: stripes.com/vietnam50 I I I I I I
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NOV THAT 1 COULD

'S STUL A WTTLE
- HEAR OVER H/S

SORE, BUT "M UP

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

FOR A RUN. BODY RANTWG

ABOUT HOW 118

PANTS FIT.

Frazz

£ E
WERE LOOKING FOR |2 SHOULD T i I DONT TRY
EMPLOYEES WHO é PUNCH YOU 5] KNOW HOW ACTING
ARE FIERCE! OR SOME— z| ToOPLAY NORMAL.
THING? gl THIs BUT
£ ANGRTIER.
3
T E H
g g . 38
) g = 75 7% &7
JACK SPRAT COULD EAT NO FAT. ‘MOST GROSS.'SAID HAL, THEIR HOST, MUST YoU
@ | HIS WIFE COULD EAT NO LEAN, ‘WHERE DID YOU LEARN TO EAT MEAT.® | | RUIN EVERY 48 49 50
£ | AND S0 BETWEEN THEM BOTH, YOU SEE. || PONT LICK QUR PLATES, YOU REPROBATES. NURSERY
5 THEY LICKED THE PLATTER CLEAN. OR BOTK OF YOU I SHALL BEAT.’ RHYME © 51 52 53
o
..l°: ACROSS 53$ dispenser 27 Succor
g 1 Shriner's cha- 28 Omega preceder
" peau DOWN 29 List-shortening
5 4 Glasses-wearer's 1 Gambling game abbr.
“ﬂ: choice 2 Verve 310n edge
8 Finger-paint 3 Galvanization 32 Distinguished
12— Baba material bloke
13 Tend texts 4 Change the titte 34 “The Raven”
14 Continental coin 5 “Let It Go” singer writer
B g 15 Scooted Menzel _ 35 Managed some-
£ 5 16 15th-century ves- 6 Have an objec- how
g_ g sel tion 36 Aroma
D 17 Gullet 7 Aide, e.g. 37 “Elder” of ancient
2 § 18Definitvely 8 Belittle history
[} , 21 — Rock” 9 Atmosphere 38 Ski lift device
Z NG Smwermen e o 10 Caspian feeder 39 Aftermath
7..60 THEN | TOLD THE PARDON ME, | COULDN'T 7 11 Dish 40 Sacred bird of
CRY-BABY 'STOP ALL THIS HELP OVERHEARING. PLEADING ONLY \[ THEN... 23 Nervous 19 Right on the Egypt
CONTINUAL BEGGING AND CONTINGAL MEANS IT uapPenED Wien-W\you were| 26 Symbol of 2 41 Sandwich treat
PLEADING, AND TAKE HAPPENS REGULARLY EVER THERE RIGHT. intrigue map’? andwich trea
THIG LIKE A MA WITH OBVIOUS LAPSES WAS 4 PAVSE i s 20 Ball 42 Actress
2 THE £OBBINGZ. 27 Mimic 23 Recipe meas Jessica
% g?\l}llertrl\bershlp 24 Conger or moray 43 Ultimate
|4 3 EOS er | part 25 Aye undoer 44 Pre-diploma
-g a3 T;ij(r;:;spar 26 Honeycomb stuff hurdle
s ] Answer to Previous Puzzle
8 34 Selfies et al. T MIOTATNTS
35 Doc H E|R[N]|I|E
ok SR pocraau | T o G ey | T AR My 36 Drunkard
100 fARRY POTTER REWRITE A VARRY CONTINGENCY 37 Bad review R M
AND THE CHA 800K T0 INCLUDE TUTCES . o
O SUCRETS > HARRY = 38 Familiar yarn o] [e]
g & rses. 451995 pig movie w|o|N
- AT 46 Pennsylvania
NF port
S 47 Remiss E
[ €
- § 48 H_elated WIE|E RIEIR
S H 49Rip apart Alc|T FlA[R
B: -earners’
50 Badge-earners violm Trlo
DO YOU KNOW THE I DON'T KNOow )] 1 ALL I KNOW I5 org- L[E E[E[N
WAY TO A WOMAN'S THE WAY... H IT'S A ONE-WAY 51 Leftovers
ARTZ § STREET 52 Vacillate L R|Y|E
H
F H
2 i 1-17 CRYPTOQUIP
&
2 H V] MHWZVX TWA \% X DF
@ H
g 8 JAUXP S QVS NVPDM
S N TUXZDAXVUHM Z A WEF
3 It’e the wmiddle of
Januam‘,’&-[gt,ﬂl MNWWSQHI: “ZADVS SVMSD,

can’t get, the tacte
of pumpkin outs of
my mouth.
-

AUTUMN

Pic 19 Kirg Festres
2. BIZARKO.COM
5 _TFacebook.com/ BizarroComicd

Bizarro

L7

HDMM TUHUXZ.”
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE CAFE HAS SOME
GOOD MIDMORNING MENU ITEMS, BUT THIS
DISH IS THE BEST OF THE BRUNCH.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals T
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net
Tennis

Apia International
Thursday
At Olympic Park Tennis Centre
Purse: Men, $4 T250); Women,

194,31
$731,000 (Premier)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor
gles

M

Quarterfinals
Mikhail Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, def.
Jua? Martin del Potro, Argentina, 7-6 (5),
ardo Mayer (5), Argentina, def.
Jult e Benneteas (o), rance 8. 7 (3
Viktor Troicki, Serbia, def. Simone Bo-
lelli, Italy, 6-3, 3-6, 7-5.
Gilles Muller, Luxembourg, def. Ber
nard Tomic, Auslralla 7-6 (3), 7-6 (13).

Karolina Pliskora. Cabeh Republic, def.
Angelique Kerber (5), Germany,

Petra Kvitova (2), Czech Repubnc, def
Tsvetana Pironkova, hsulgana 7-

Qua rﬁ als
Robert Lmdstedt Sweden and Marcin

e
reshi, Pakistan, and Nenad Zimoniic
4), Serbia, 6-4, 6-3.

Women

Kops-Jones T Abigail Spears

), Umted States, def. Timea Babos, H
Gary, and Kristing Miadenovic, France, 6-
TGy @) 108

Bethanie Mattek-Sands, United States,
and Sania Mirza, India, def. Kimiko Date"
Krumm, Japan, ‘and_Karolina Pliskova,
Czech Republic, 6-2, 6-1.

Heineken Open

Thursday
At ASB Bank Tennis Centre
Auckland, New Zealand
95 (WT250)
e Hard Outdoor

Quarte rﬁ
n Mannarino, France def. Ale-
landro Fa\la‘ Colombi
Pouille, France def Albert Ra-

tates, 6-2, 6-3.
evin Anderson (4), South Africa, def.
fst)eve Johnson (8), United States, 6-4, 7-6

Doubles

Quarterfinals o
Marcelo Melo, Brazil, and Max Mirnyi,
Belarus, def. Andre Begemann, Germany.
and Robin Haase, Netherlands, 7-6 (9).
7-5.

ven Klaasen, South Africa, and Le-
ander Paes (4), India, def. Yen-hsun Lu,
Taiwan, and Oliver Marach, Austria, 4-6,
6-3, 10-6.

Alexander Peya, Austria, and Bruno
Soares (2), Brazil, def. Pablo Carreno
Boata” S B&lllicrme "aareistones
Spain, 6-3, 6-4.

Dominic_Inglot, Britain, and Florin
Mergea, Romania, def. Artem Sitak and
MaeT Ve e Shatand 6.3, 65

Hobart International

Centre

Purse: 5250.
Surface: Hard- Ontdoor

Zarina Diyas (3, Kazakhstan def. Dan-
iela Hantuchova, Slovakia,

Alison Riske (8), Unlted stares, def.
Bo;anamvano ski, Serbia,

it Brengic United States, de.

Kateryna Kozlova, Ukraine, 6-1,T-

Karin Knapp, Ifaly, def. casey Dellac-
qua (1), Australia, 7-5, 2

Caniia Glorgi ), ), ltaly‘ "4t Kaia Kane-
pi, Estonia, wal

Is
r Waltson, Britain, def. Roberta
Ving, o 8 0363,
Kurum? Nara, Japan, def. Camila Giorgi
@, ltaly. 6
Alison Riske, United States, def. Zarina
Diyas ©), Kazakhstan,
Sraon Brongia. United states, def.
Karis Kb, el .67 3).6:4,6

Quantertinals
Larg Arruabarrena, Spain, and Raluca
Olaru (4), Romania, def. Espi-
o ] WA Taren Tarre o, 'Spain,
62,3610,
Bertens, Netherlands, and Jo-
hanna Larsson,'Sweden, def. Alexandra
Nancarrow and Storm Sanders, Austra-
ia,

So

talia Diatchenko, Russia, and Mo

ca Niculescu, Romania, def. Jana CeDeIo-
va, Slovakia, and Alicja Rosolska, Poland,
6-3, 6-0.

ball

NFL playoffs

Wild-card Playoffs
lay, Jan. 3
Carolina 27 AfiZona 16
Baltimore 30 Plltsburgh 17
lay, Jan. 4
Ind\anapol\szs Cincinnati 10
Dallas 24, Detroi

Pro

ivisional Playofts
day, Jan.
New England 35, Baltlmore 31
Seattle 31, Carollna
v Jan. 11
Green Bay 26, Dallas 21
indianapolis 24, Denver 13
n e Championships
Sui nday
Green Bay at Seal
Indianapolis at New /England

Ilnd
A Glendale Ariz.
Team Irvin vs, Team Carter
owl

afu nd x b. 1
Glendale, Ariz.
AFC cnamplcn vs. NFC champion

NFL injury report

YORK — The National Football
League mmry report. as provided by the
league (OUT :
DNP - D\d not pracllce, L\MITED le\ted
participation in prac ; FULL - Full par-
thIDathnAﬂ practice):

POI.IS cuus at NEW_ENG-
CB

Higmower (shoulder), DT Chris Jones (el-
bow), WR Brandon LaFell (shoulder, toe).
FULL: OB Tom Brady (ankle).

GREEN BAY PACKERS at SEATTLE SE-

AHAWKS — PACKERS: LIMITED: DE Josh
Boyd (ankle), OB Aaron Rodgers (Calf)v
€ Josh Sitton (foe). SEAHAWKS:
Bennett (not injury related), i
iy it (kne Marshawn Lynch
{not injur related), o Tony McDaniel
(Shouldery. FULL: S Jeron Johnson (el-
bow), TE Tony Moeaki (calf).

NFL Draft early entries

Nelson Agholor, wr, Southern cal
Jay Ajayi, rb, Boise Stat

won Alexander, LB,
Javorius Allen, rb, Southern cal
Arik Armstead, di, Ore:
Deion Barnes, de, Penn SMate
Malcom Brown, dt, Texas

Alex Carter, ch,
Sammie Coates, wr, Auburn
Tevin Coleman, b, indiana

Amari Cooper, wr, Alabama
Xavier Cogper. dt: Washington State
Christian Covington, dt, RIG

Onald Darby, cb. Florida State

ike Davis, rb, South Carolina
tefon Diggs, wr, Maryiand

orenzo DOss, cb, Tt

Ao Edwards ot de: Frorida State
urell Eskridge, s, Syracuse

eorge Farmer, wr, Southern Cal
reck Flowers, ot, Miami

ante Fowler Jr, de, Florida

evin Funchess, wr. Michigan
acoby Glenn, cb, U

ddie Goldman, dt, Florida State
elvin Gordon, rb, Wisconsin

hris Harper, wr, California

ee Hart, rb, Colorado State

raylon Heard, rb, Kentucky

erod Holliman, s, Louisville
. i Flori

anielle Hunter, de, LSU
esse James, te, Penn State
uke Johnson, rb, Miami
att Jones, b, Florida
igel King, wr, Kansas
Tyler Kroft, te, Rutgers
a iota, qb, Oregon
Ellis McCarthy, dl, UCLA
_Benardrick McKifiney, Ib, Mississippi

Patrick Miller, ol, Auburn

Tyler Moore, g, Florida

Andrus Peat, ot, Stanford
Breshad Pemman wr,
Marcus Peters, cb, Washington
Jordan Phillips, dt, Oklahoma
Darius Philon, dt, Arkansas
Bradley Pinion, p, Clem:
Jeremian Poutash ot, Utah
Shane Ray, de, Missouri

Josh Robifisor, b M\sslsslp?l State
Shaq Roland, wr, South

ia
Trae Waynes, cb Mlchlgan State
Leonard Willlams, dI, Southern Cal
Maxx wnllams te, Mlnnesot
rida state

Trey Wllllams b, Texas

Jameis Winston, b F\ondastate

T.. Yeldon, rb, Ala

nderclassmen have unti\ Jan. 15 to

file declaration pa?ers with the league.
The official list inderclassmen ac-
Jcept?g by the NFL will be released on
jan. 19.

College basketball

Thursday’s men’s scores

EAST.
Bryant 81, Wagner
Coilvton o7 Somson s
George Washington 73, Riehmond 70,
20
Green Mountain 88, Lyndon st. 79
james Madison 54, Dre:
LIU Brooklyn 71, CCSU %
ount St. Mary’s 71, Fairleigh Dickin-
on
Old Westbury 69, Mount St. Mary (NY)
Philadelphia 58, Pace 55
Rider 56, Quinnipiac 5
St ampme A7 Nibunt st. vincent
W. New England 52, Wentworth 42

Arkansas St. 59, ADDﬂ|achlﬂn St. 50

s

i
Cumberlands 62, Cumberland (Tenn.)

E. lllinois 72, E. Kentucky 65

ETSU 83, W. Carolina 76

Erskine 59, Allen 46

FIU 66, Marshall 62, OT

Florida 75, Auburn 55

Fort Valley St. 84, Miles 77

Georgia Southern 78, Loui:
tt

ana-Lafay-

ef
Georgia St. 83, Texas-) Arhngton 62
Lees-McRae 103, Montrea
Louisiana Tecl
Louisiana-Monroe 63, Troy 54
Memphis 63, Cincinnati 50
Mercer 67, Furman 64

1Midd\e Tennessee 62, Southern Miss.

Morehead St. 91, SIU-| Edwardswlle 63
Murray St. 92, Belmon

old Dominion 63, Ric
Pikeville 89, Lindsey W\Ison 86
Radford 72, Campbel
The Citadel 69, woffo d
UT-Martin 63, Tennessee T ch 60
Union (Tenn.) 58, Christian Brothers

W. Kentucky 88, FAU 85, OT
MIDWEST

Avila 71, Baker 63

Benedictine (IIl.) 78, Parl

o (Mo 72, Wiltam Woods 38

Concordia (Wis.) 87, Milwaukee Engi-
neering 48

Ferris St. 63, Michigan Tech 51

Grand Valley St. 62, N. Michigan 53

Hanmbal -LaGrange 55, St. Louis Phar-

" Hhione 77, Lake Erie 6:
Marian (Wis.) 82, Lakel | nd 6!
Missouri Valley 108, Culver Stockton

Northwood (Mich.) 74, Hillsdale 69
Oakland 69, Green Bay
Saginaw Valley St. 81, Lake Superior

“Tiffin 65, Wayne (Mlch )59, 0T

Wis.-Parkside pringfield 47

Wisconsin 70, Nebraska 55
UTHWEST

Thursday’s women’s scores

astleton 76, Johnson st.48
elaware 64, Hofstra

Cieane 77, Sant Louls 64
armingdale 68, Old Westbury 52
ordham 57, Saint Joseph's 4

George Washington 59, Rhode Island

4
Lyndon st. 72, Green Mountain 32
aryiand 71, Rutgers 59
Mount St vincent 74, Sage 57
gumnlmaca] Fairfield 43
racuse 73, Wake Forest 62
s 71, La Salle 68
UrsmusSl Gettysburg 48
W. New England 74, Wentworth 48
SOUTH

Appalachian s 70, Arkansas St. 69
Austin Peay 72, Belm

Bethel CTenny 76.Loyela

CEmbenands 47, Eombeniand (Tenn)

Drexel 49, William & Mary 46
uke 65, V|rgm|a Tech 40

Louisiana- Lafayene 5B,
Southerr

Wibeahati 67. FIU 61

Martin Methodist 75, Blue Mountain

Georgia

iami 79, Clemson 4;
\/IISSISS'DD' 55, GEDra

ot 27 Sam Blouston st. 64

tre Darme 89, North Carolina 79
1U-Edwardsville 62, Morehead St. 61
outhern Miss. 77, Middle Tennessee
75,01

pring Hill g1, Glafiin 51

Tennessee 54, Auburr

UT artin 79, Tennessee Tech 5¢
Union (Tenn.) 68, Christian Brothers

VCU 62, Davidson 5:
Vanderbilt 74, Ala. Huntsvme 51
vwrglma 68, Boston colleg

ucky 80, FAU 4:

MipWesT

Baker 66, Avila 45
Detroit 70, I1l.-Chica
Grand Valley St. 68, Ko M\chlgan 61
mHannibal-Lagrange 75, St. Louis Phar-

acy 38
MA%e superior st. 76, Saginaw Valley

Lyon 70, Lindenwood (11, 64
lone 67, Lake Eri
Michigan $t. 63, Illin e 56
Michigan Tech 65, Ferris St. 50
Minnesota 76, Ohio

i i 84, Culver-smckton 76

z:
[
)
s
=
B
i}
o
)
E]
:

ta St. 69
St. Catherine U. 65, Ohio Chrlst\an 57
Wayne (Mich.) 91, Tiffin 5.
William Woods 84, Columb\a (Mo.) 72
Wis.-Parkside 71, ||| -Springfield 48

Wisconsin 65, Purdue 56
St 79, Cleveland St. 65

E Texas Baptist El Sul ROSS St. SE

Mary Hardin-Baylor 90, Hardin-Sim-
mons 81, 0

Texas St. 82, south A\abama 71

Arizona 68, Colorado 54

BYU 93, Pacific 80

CS Northridge 74, UC Santa Barbara
6

E. Washington 92, Portland St. 85
Gonzaga 78, Pepperdine 76

Grand Canyon 83, utah valley 74
Lindenwood (lll.) 66, L

Long Beach St. 50, Cal Poly s
Loyola Marymount 80, Portland 68
Montana St.-Billings 83, Alaska 78

NW Nazarene 107, Simon Fraser 103
New Mexico St. 70, CS Bakersfield 54
S. Utah 71, Idaho St.

Sacramento St. 79, idaho

Saint Mary’s (Cal) 70, o D|ego 58
Seattle 70, Texas-Pan American 47
Seattle Pacific 73, Alaska-Anchorage

UC Davis 74, UC Riverside 61
UC Irvine 63, Cal St.- Fullenon 58

on St. 43
Washington St. 108, Oregon 99, OT
Weber St. 74, N. Arizona 65

SOU
ameron 77, Texas Womar's 65
charlotte 67, North Texas 58
Texas Baptist 79, S Recsst &
Faran -Simmons 71, Mary Hardin- Bay-

lor 5¢
" Rouston Baptist 58, Cent, Arkansas 37
Lamar 83, SE Louisiana

Mid-Am Christian 84, Wayland Baptist

0ld Dominion 62, Rice 55

Oral Roberts 84, IUPUI 72

Stephen F. Austin 76, New or\eans 56

Texas St. 63, South Alabam:

Toxas-Dallas 71, Honcoram. Austm 54
Texas-Pan Amechv?n 80, Seattle

BYU 89, Pacific 72
450 Northridge , UC santa Barbara
Cal st.-Fullerton 62, UC Irvine 51
ington 101, Portland St. 54
Gcnzaga 73 Pepperdme 64
Long Beach'ss, Cal Poly 74
e Mexico St. 90, CS Bakersfield 78,

Port\and 33 Loyola Marymount 65
S. Utah 68, [daho St. 61

Zacramentt ot 107.|d ho

Salnt tMary’s s (Cal) 57, San D\ego 56
UC Davis 70, UC Rlver ide

W mors 93, Denve

Weber St. 66, N. Arizona 53

Sony Open
PGA Tour

Thursday
At Waialae counllry Club Course

Purse: $5.6 mi
Yardage: oM- Par- 70 (35 35)
First

Paul Casey 3131-62 -8
ebb Simpson 2834-62 -8
Camilo Villegas 29-34-63 -7
Robert Strel 32:31-63 -7
Rory Sabbanm 3331-64 -6
JJ H 33-32-65 -5
32-33-65 -5

Man Kuchar 33-32-65 -5
John Pelerson 3431-65 -5
33-32-65 -5

Jonathan Randolph 32-33-65 -5
3531-66 -4

Harns Enghsh 3531-66 -4
Michael Putnam 32-34-66 -4
Blayne Barber 31-35-66 -4

Abu Dhabi Championship

PGA European Tour
rsday

At National Course
Abu Dhabi, Ui ed
Purse:

$2.7 million
lag 7.583; Par: 72
First Round

Martin Kaymer, Germany 33-31-64
Thomas Pieters, Belgium 32-33-65
Branden Grace, South Africa 31-35-66

regory Bourdy, Fran 33-33-66
Tyrrell Hatton, England 34-32-66
Alexander Levy, France 33-33-66
Mikko llonen, Finl 34-32-66
Rickie Fowler, United States 34-33-67
Rory Mcllroy, Northern Ireland  36-31—67
Peter Uihlein, United States 33-34-67
An Byeong-} hun south Korea 34-33-67
Alex Noren, Sw 34-33-67
Robert Kar\sson, Sweden 33-34-67
Anders Hansen, Denmark 34-34-68
Nicolas Colsaerts, Belgium 33-35-68

Thursday’s transactions

Major Leagué Basebal

— Suspended free a enl RHP
Kamercn Loe and free agent OF Terrel
Joyce 50 each under the Minor
Lehgue Drt ? 5 Brevention and Treatment
Brogram following a second positive test

radrug o se
erican Leag ue
CHICAGO WHITE SOX = Agre

S0t

— Agreed to terms
with C Carlos Corporan on a one-year
contr

LGS ANGELES ANGELS — Agreed to
terms with C Hector Santiago on a one-

vear contract.
E; ERS — Agreed to terms
wnh LD Netal Faliz on 3 ohes year con-

"%fGRONTO BLUE JAYS — Agreed to
terms with LHP Brett Cecil on a one-year
Contract and OF Andy Dirks on a minor
league contract.

nal Le

ATLANTA BRAVES = Agreed to terms
wnr: LHP James Russell on a one-year
contr

CHICAGO CUBS — Agreed to terms
with LHP Felix Doubront on a one-year
contrac

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Agreed to
terms with OF Chris Heisey on a one-
vear contract.

AUKEE BREWERS — Agreed to
lerms with C Martin Maldonado on a
two-year confract.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Named Tom
prince manager, Kevin_Riggs hitting
coach, Justin Méccage pitching coach,
Dru Scott trainer an Leva strength
and conditioning coach for Altoona (EL.
Michael Ryan manager of Bradenton
FsL). Bria > Esposito manager of
Virginia (SAL), Wyatt Toregas roAnage
of West Virginia (QP) and Mendy Lopez
manage: nican

r of the Pirate:

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS Agree d to

terms with RHP Lance Lynn on a three-
year contract and C y Cruz and OF
Peter Bou'r‘Jos on cne'year cont acts.
LS — Agreed
B Danny
Espinosa, C Jose Lobaton and RHP Craig
Stammen on one- yeachAomracl

KETI
National Basketball Ass:
BA — Fined Charlotte G-F Pu. Hair-
ston $5,000 for wo\atmg the league’s
anti-flopping rules for the second time
this season..

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS — Acquired
G Austin Rivers from Boston for G Chris
Douglas-Roberts and a future second-
round draft pick. Los Angeles sent G Reg-
gie Bullock to Phoenix and Phoenix sent
F Shavlik Randolph to Boston.

FOOTBALL

National Football League

BUFFALO BILLS — Named Dennis Thur-
man defensive coordlnator Bobby April
Il linebackers coach, Karl Dunbar defen-
im McDonald defensive

szvart assistant
oning coach, Tony
ends coach, Jeff Weeks

Sparano Jr. tight
assistant defensive line coach and Eric
Smith_assistant special teams coach.

Signed DB Jonte Green and G Darryi

Johnson te reserve/future contracts.
CAROLINA PANTHERS — Signed WR

Mike ‘Brown to a reserve/future con-

"GLEVELAND BROWNS — Announce
wide receivers coach Mike McDaniel i
not return next yeay

WBO Signed_coach
Jason Bhrvetith a Tne-year CoRteact ang
defensive coordinator Rod Marineli to a

ture contracts.
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Placed LB
Josh McNary on the commissioner’s ex-

empt list.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Signed FB
Greg Jones to one- day contract, who an-
nounced his retirem

Mi OTA VIKINGS — Signed CB Jalil
Carter tO a reserve/future contract

RK G med Steve
SpaGMIOIG. Getensive. coordinator and
Tim  Walton  secondary/cornerbacks
coach,
R ‘OAKLAND RAIDERS — Named Jack Del
i

0 coacl
WASHINGTON REDSKINS — Named Bill
Callahan offensl;/'e \lnezvcoach

National Hockey League
NHL — Fined Anaheim D Sami Vatanen
$3,393.82 for e\bowlng Toronto F David
Booth during a Jan. 14 game.
CDVOTES - Recal\ed G Mike
Lee from Gwmne (ECHL).

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — Placed
RW Jack Skille on injured reserve, retro-
active to Jan. 9. Recalled LW Josh Ander-
son from Sprin?‘field (AHL).

Reassigned D

Shay n to San Antonio (AHL).
NASHVILLE PREDATORS -~ Hocalled G
Marek Mazanec from Milwaukee (AHL).

Assigned F Kevin Fiala to Milwaukee
o Asswgned D Mikko Vainonen to
SaiPa (SM-Liig

soc

eague Socci
ALY S R TR third al-
loction ranking and-alocation Money
from  Colorado for MF Marcelo Sarvas
and an international roster spot.
ONTO FC — Signed MF Jay Chap-
an
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BASEBALL/SPORTS BRIEFS

MLB briefs

P Lynn agrees to
three-year deal

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — St. Louis pitcher
Lance Lynn was among 21 players
‘who avoided salary arbitration by
agreeing to contracts Thursday,
reaching a $22 million, three-year
deal with the Cardinals.

Milwaukee catcher Martin Mal-
donado agreed to a $1.95 million,
two-year contract, and 19 players
struck one-year agreements.

Among the 175 players who
filed for arbitration Tuesday, 149
were on track to swap proposed
arbitration figures with their
teams Friday. A majority of those
were expected to settle before the
exchange.

High-profile players still set
to swap included pitchers David
Price, Stephen Strasburg, Jeff
Samardzija, Rick Porcello, Ian
Kennedy, Doug Fister and Kenley
Jansen.

Chris Davis, Matt Wieters, Aus-
tin Jackson and Mark Trumbo
‘were among the position players.

Pittsburgh had the most players
in arbitration with 12, while Balti-
more had 10, and Kansas City and
Oakland nine each.

Lynn, a 27-year-old right-hand-
er, gets $7 million this year and
$7.5 millionin each of the following
two seasons. He earned $535,000
last year, when he was 15-10 with
a2.74 ERAin 33 starts.

Cardinals  outfielder ~ Peter
Bourjos, coming off hip surgery
in November, agreed at $1.65 mil-
lion and St. Louis backup catcher
Tony Cruz at $775,000.

Maldonado, who hit .234 with
four homers and 16 RBIs, gets a
$50,000 signing bonus and sala-
ries of $800,000 this year and $1.1
million in 2016.

The Chicago White Sox agreed
with right-handed pitchers Hec-
tor Noesi ($1.95 million), Javy
Guerra ($937,500) and Nate
Jones ($660,000), and Washing-
ton reached deals with catchers
Wilson Ramos ($3.55 million) and
Jose Lobaton ($1.2 million), right-
hander Craig Stammen ($2.25
million) and second baseman
Danny Espinosa ($1.8 million).

Cleveland settled with
right-hander Carlos Carrasco
($2,337,500), left-hander Marc
Rzepczynski ($2.4 million) and
third baseman Lonnie Chisenhall
($2.25 million).

Also agreeing were Texas re-
liever Neftali Feliz ($4,125,000),
Atlanta left-hander James Russell
($2,425,000), Los Angeles Angels
catcher Hector Santiago ($2.29
million), Los Angeles Dodgers
outfielder Chris Heisey ($2.16
million), Toronto pitcher Brett
Cecil  ($2,475,000), Chicago
Cubs left-hander Felix Doubront
($1,925,000) and Houston catcher
Carlos Corporan ($975,000).

Hearings will be scheduled for
the first three weeks in February
before three-person panels in St.
Petersburg, Fla.

Just three of the 146 players
who filed last year went to hear-
ings, with Cleveland defeating

pitchers Vinnie Pestano and Josh
Tomlin in the Indians’ first cases
since 1991 that went to hearings.
Pitcher Andrew Cashner beat San
Diego.

Teams have a 293-215 advan-
tage since the process started in
1974 and have had a winning re-
cord in 15 of the past 17 years with
decisions.

Johnson to wear
D-Backs cap into Hall

PHOENIX — Randy Johnson
will wear an Arizona Diamond-
backs cap on his plaque in base-
ball’s Hall of Fame.

Johnson had said it was out of
his hands as to whether the cap
would be from the Diamond-
backs, from his previous team,
the Seattle Mariners, or have no
insignia at all.

Johnson said in a statement
Friday that after thinking about
the issue and conferring with
Hall of Fame representatives,
they came to the decision that
“the Diamondbacks logo on my
Hall of Fame plaque makes the
most sense.”

Johnson had his biggest suc-
cess with Arizona, winning four
consecutive Cy Young Awards
and a World Series title.

Selig emotional in final
owners meeting

PARADISE VALLEY, Ariz.
— Bud Selig concluded his final
baseball owners meeting as com-
missioner after two days of bask-
ing in praise for the job he’s done
during more than 22 years in
charge of the game.

The meeting of all the own-
ers Thursday followed a gala in
Selig’s honor the previous night.

Selig said there was more emo-
tion than he thought there would
at the dinner and at the end of
Thursday’s meeting. Selig noted
that there were three generations
of owners during his time on the
job.

Selig, 80, will be replaced by
Rob Manfred on Jan. 25.

Manfred said every speaker at
the dinner talked about how Selig
had unified the owners after tak-
ing over a game that was, in
Selig’s words, “a mess” in 1992.

Drew, Yanks finalize $5
million, 1-year contract

NEW YORK — Infielder Ste-
phen Drew and the Yankees have
finalized a $5 million, one-year
contract, a deal that puts him in
position to become New York’s
starting second baseman.

Drew, who turns 32 in March,
was acquired by the Yankees
from Boston on July 31. He hit
.150 with three homers and 15
RBIs in 155 plate appearances
for New York while making 34 ap-
pearances at second base and 12
at shortstop as a backup to Derek
Jeter.

CaroLyN KasTer/AP

In this Nov. 5, 2005, file photo, Penn State football coach Joe Paterno acknowledges the crowd before

a game against Wisconsin in State College, Pa. A proposed settlement, announced Friday by the NCAA,

will give Penn State back 112 football team wins that were vacated two years ago in the Jerry Sandusky
former coach

child molestation scandal. If approved, the new agreement also would restore

Paterno’s

status as the winningest coach in major college football history with 409 victories.

Briefly

Paterno wins could be
restored to Penn State

The Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. — The
NCAA on Friday announced a
proposed agreement that would
restore 112 wins by the school’s
football team that were wiped out
during the Jerry Sandusky child
molestation scandal and would
put the late Joe Paterno back as
the winningest coach in major
college football history.

College sports’ governing body
announced the proposed deal
weeks before a scheduled trial
in state court on the legality of
the 2012 consent decree it would
replace.

The new deal would direct a $60
million fine to address child abuse
be spent within Pennsylvania and
would resolve the lawsuit.

The deal still must be approved
by the NCAA board and the Penn
State board.

Ali back in hospital for
‘follow-up care’

LOUISVILLE, Kentucky —Mu-
hammad Ali was back in the hos-
pital Thursday for follow-up care
related to a severe urinary tract
infection, his second stint in the
hospital in the past four weeks.

The three-time former heavy-
weight champion was admitted
to an undisclosed hospital earlier
this week, Ali family spokesman
Bob Gunnell said Thursday. Ali is
in stable condition.

Ali was hospitalized on Dec. 20
with what was initially believed
to be a mild case of pneumonia.
Doctors later determined Ali was
suffering from a urinary tract
infection.

Germans win WC race,
Americans crash

KOENIGSSEE, Germany —
Kathleen Martini steered Germa-
ny to a bobsled World Cup victory
Friday in a race overshadowed by
the heavy crash of the U.S. crew
of Jamie Greubel Poser and Lau-
ryn Williams.

Poser crashed heavily in the
first heat while heading for a
top-3 finish. She and pusher Wil-
liams bumped a wall and over-
turned, coming down the track
upside down before coming to a
stop. They were helped out of the
bobsled and walked slowly from
the scene. They were being eval-
uated by the U.S. team’s medical
staff.

Martini took advantage of a
mishap by first-run leader Elana
Meyers Taylor of the United
States, whose bobsled went on
its side in the same area as Pos-
er’s vehicle. The American got
the bobsled back on track but
dropped down.

® Lindsey Jacobellis of the
United States won the women’s
snowboard cross for her fourth
world title Friday, while Luca
Matteotti won the men’s event for

his first major championship.

Nelly Moenne Loccoz of France
was the fastest starter and led the
women’s final before being over-
taken by Jacobellis, who also won
the word title in 2005, ‘07 and ‘11.

®m Kaitlyn Farrington, the
American  snowboarder who
pulled off one of the biggest sur-
prises at the Sochi Olympics, is
retiring because of a degenera-
tive spine condition.

The 25-year-old raised in Bel-
levue, Idaho, won the gold medal
on the halfpipe last year, defeat-
ing previous champions Torah
Bright and Kelly Clark.

Hole-in-1 helps Mcliroy’s
pursuit of Kaymer

ABU DHABI, United Arab
Emirates — Rory Mcllroy made
his first competitive hole-in-one
as a professional as part of a bril-
liant back nine that propelled his
pursuit of Martin Kaymer in the
second round of the Abu Dhabi
Championship on Friday.

The world No. 1 threw his hands
in the air and high-fived playing
partner Rickie Fowler after his 9-
iron from 177 yards at the par-3
15th landed a yard from the hole,
hopped right and trickled in.

Mcllroy’s 6-under 66 put him
in third on 11 under and two shots
behind Kaymer, who followed up
an opening-round 64 with a 67.

Belgium’s Thomas Pieters (67)
is second on 12 under.
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Harry Scuit JR., Te Burrato News/AP

Buffalo Sabres goaltender Jhonas Enroth, right, makes a save against Minnesota’s Jason Pominville
during the third-period of Thursday’s game in Buffalo, N.Y. Minnesota won 7-0.

Roundup

Wild stop losing streak
behind Dubnyk’s shutout

The Associated Press

BUFFALO, NY. — Goalie
Devan Dubnyk had such an easy
time in his Minnesota Wild debut
Thursday night, he barely worked
up a sweat.

When teammate Matt Cooke
tossed him a towel in the locker
room following a 7-0 win over the
Buffalo Sabres, Dubnyk tossed
it aside with a smile, saying he
didn’t need it.

“There were some nerves at
the start, but the guys made it
easy on me,” he said. “Right from
the drop of the puck, they were
working.”

Dubnyk made 18 saves in his
10th career shutout, which came
a day after being acquired in a
trade with Arizona. Jason Po-
minville had three assists and
Thomas Vanek had a goal and as-
sist against their former team in
helping the Wild (19-19-5) snap
an 0-5-1 skid.

The Sabres (14-28-3) continued
their freefall by extending their
losing streak to nine — all decid-
ed in regulation. No NHL team
has done that since the Edmonton
Oilers lost nine straight in regu-
lation from Feb. 25 to March 15,
2007, according to STATS.

“When you get blown out, you
get embarrassed in your own
building, I feel bad for the fans
that come here to support us,” de-
fenseman Josh Gorges said. “We

go out and have an effort like that
in front of them, they don’t de-
serve that. They deserve better.”

The Wild jumped to a 2-0 lead
in a first period in which they
outshot Buffalo 15-3. And they
scored five times on their first
25 shots before the second period
was over in rebounding from a 7-
2 loss at Pittsburgh on Tuesday
night.

Zach Parise, Kyle Brodziak and
Erik Haula had a goal and assist
each in a game the Wild enjoyed
their largest margin of victory
in franchise history. Cooke, Matt
Dumba and Jared Spurgeon also
scored for Minnesota.

Parise opened the scoring 5:13
in when he was allowed to walk in
front untouched from the left cor-
ner. Vanek scored a power-play
goal in the final minute, when his
one-timer from the right circle
banked in off the far post.

The Wild scored three times
in the second period — includ-
ing Brodziak’s short-handed goal.
Cooke and Haula capped the
route in the third period.

Dubynk’s best save came 5:05
into the second period, when he
got his right pad out to stop Tyler
Ennis’ attempt, while cutting
across the front of the crease.

Canucks 4, Flyers 0: Henrik
Sedin had a goal and an assist,
and Ryan Miller made 29 saves to
lead visiting Vancouver over the
Philadelphia.

Bruins 3, Rangers 0: Tuukka
Rask stopped 30 shots for his sec-
ond shutout, Patrice Bergeron
scored a first-period goal, and
host Boston won its fifth straight
by beating New York.

Senators 4, Canadiens 1:
Jean-Gabriel Pageau scored his
first goal of the season to help
lead host Ottawa past Montreal.

Lightning 3, Oilers 2: Ondrej
Palat scored a pair of third-period
goals, and Eastern Conference-
leading Tampa Bay beat visiting
Edmonton.

Red Wings 3, Blues 2 (OT):
Pavel Datsyuk scored at 4:57 of
overtime to give visiting Detroit a
win over St. Louis.

Avalanche 4, Panthers 2: Nick
Holden scored the go-ahead goal
in the third period to lift visiting
Colorado over Florida.

Jets 2, Stars 1: Ondrej Pav-
elec made a high 46 saves,

Scorebhoard

Eastern

< 4, Canadi 1

Atlantic Divisign

G W s GF GA

TampaBay 46 28 0 149 124
Montreal 3 27 7 115 101
Detroit 4 24 7 123 109
Bosto 5 24 4 120 114
Florida 2 20 9 104 117
Toronto 5 22 7 138 139
Ottawa 3 18 4 118 119
Buffalo 5 14 182 157
N.Y. Islanders 9 134 116
Pittsburgh 6 129 100
ashington 4 126 106
N.Y. Rangers 4 124 101
Philadelphia 7 119 134
New Jersey 6 101 127
Columbus 8 106 134
Carolina 4 91 114

Central DI
6P s GF GA
Nashville 2 2130 94
Chicago 3 8 134 95
st. Louis 4 8 142 110
Winnipeg 5 4 123 112
Colorado 5 7 119 120
3 5 132 141
Vinnesota 43 3120 128

X Pacific

Anaheim 4 28 125 118
San Jose 5 24 122 121
Vancouver 42 24 118 109
Los Angeles 44 20 124 117
Calgary 4 23 127 115
Arizona 3 1 100 143

Edmonton 9 101
Note: Two pomts for a win, one Dolnt
for overtlme I
hut

3, St. Louis 2, OT

Wmnlpeg 2, Dallas T

Calgary ‘Arizona 1
ose’3, Toronto 1

ay's games

Pltlsburgh at N.Y. Islanders
ancouver at Carolina

Rangers at Columbus

Washington 4t Nashuie

Winnipeg at Chicago_

New Jersey al Anaheim

‘s games

Columbuiz ot Boo
Bhiladelphia at Buffalo
N.Y. Islanders at Montreal
Carolina at Ottawa
ashville at Detroit
olorado at Tampa Bay
Edmonton at Florida
oronto at St. Louis
Washington at Dallas
rizona a

AnanemmatL Los Angeles
Calgary at Sa
anday's games
Rangers at Plttsburgh
Dafias alehnc
Arizona at Wmnl eg
Buffalo at Detroif

Thursday
Bruins 3, Rangers 0
N.V. Rangers 0 0 00— D

1-
rrs: Period—1, Boston, Bergeron 11

d—2, Boston, Krejci 6

Boston, Eriksson 10

er),
GoaI—N - Rangers 7-14-9—
30. Ecston gERrw
Power-play onpunumtles N.Y. Rang-
ers o of 3 BOSton D 01 3,
ies—N.Y. Rangers, Talbot 4
(32 shots-29 saves). Boston, Rask 19
(30-30).
A—17,565 (17,565). T—2:32.

Wild 7, Sabres 0

Minnfsola

1

0 0 0—
eriod—1, Minnesota, Parise 15
(Koiv, Pominville), 513, nnesota,
vaneks(Kowu Pom v'\le) pp).

Secor Perlod 3, anesota, Brod-
ziak 6 (Hau

la), 3
3 Pominville, Parise).
anesota‘ Spurgeon 6 (Blum, Carter).

Third Period—6, Minnesota, Cooke 4
(Brodziak), 4:26. 7, Minnesota, Haula 4

(Vanek Folin, 18:27 (pp).
al— Minnesota 15-12-10—
37, Buffaloz 10-5—18.
'Flayapportumnes—anesota
20rert Buffalo 0 of

leading visiting Winnipeg past
Dallas.

Flames 4, Coyotes 1: David
Jones, Mark Giordano and Sean
Monahan scored third-period
goals, and Joni Ortio made 28
saves in his second win in two
starts this season to lead visiting
Calgary past Arizona.

Sharks 3, Maple Leafs 1: Tyler
Kennedy and Patrick Marleau
scored goals 15 seconds apart in
the first period, and host San Jose
beat reeling Toronto.

10-5-2
Elsszs(hms 18 saves). Buﬂa\o, Enroth 11-
A—18,963 (19,070). T—2:26.

Canucks 4, Flyers 0

'Vancouver 2 2 0-4
Philadelphia 00 0-0
First Period—1, Vancouver, Bonino 10

(Matthlas. "Stanton), 635, 2, Vancouver,
in 9 (D.Se p).

H Sed din, Burrows), 13:21 (g

53, Vancouver, Vrbata
17 ( edin), 1:21 (pp). 4, Van-
ccuver. Hansen 10 (Edler), 1:43,

—Vancouver 9-10-3—22.

Shots on Goal
Philadelpnia 0.9-12--30.

Monlreal 1991

11-4
iod—1, Ottawa, Zibantjad 10
(Ho s o ). L:0S. 2 Mo ntreal, Pa-
Gloretty 21 (Gallagher, Piekanec). 14:35,
3, Ottawa, Pageali 1 (Michalek, Stone),

S ond Period—4, Ottawa Karlsson 8
(Michalok, Pageaw. 2:
Third Perio dd)5,190ttawa‘ Condra 4

(Gryba, Legwant

ots on Goal—Montreal 6-14-6—26.
ottawa 20-7-6-35.
r-play opportunities—Montreal
00f ¢ )ttawaoc 4,

Goalies—Montreal, Tokarski 4-3-1 (34
shots.s 1 saves). Ottawa, Anderson 12-
10-6 (26-25).

A= 9,853(19,153). T-2:

mpa Bay 0
First Beriod—1, Edmonton, Pouliot &
(Nygent-Hopkinsy, L3:52 (sh).
Bay, Stam-

kos 26 (Carle, Garrlson) 50 7210, 3, Edmon-
tlgndzPouhct 10" (Hall, Nugent-Hopkins),

Thi Jampa Bay, Palat 10
(Kucherov. Johnson mpa Bay,
ST Wotmatn, Nestarov), 1555

Edmonton 10-8-14—32.
Tampa Bay 5-5-

Power-play oppomm ies—Edmonton
1 0f 4 Tampa Bay 0

Goalies—£dmonton,  Scrivens 8-16-7
as, shots-le saves). Tampa Bay, Bishop
22-72 (32-30).

A=18,609 (19,204). T—2:23.

Avalanche 4, Panthers 2
Col 1

1 2-4

11 0-2

rirst Perlod—1, Colorado, Barrie 4

ex Mutchell | Guenir), 2:11. 2. 1o

blad 6 (Car Bju gstad) 515 (pp).
e ",

rio
0g 9 (O'Reilly), 1 UZ 4, Florida, Barkov 4
(Bq‘yes, Huberdeau). 13:25.
=5, Culcrado Holden 3
iy, Bane). 1

(T: 3 (pp). 8, Colorado,
lainia 13 (Tanguay), 10
‘GoaloColorado 7-10-12—29.
Florida 1211052,
ower-play  opportunities—Colorado
1ofsilorida 1 o
o

alies—Colorado, Varlamov 11-9-5
{32 shots:30 saves). Florida, Luongo 17-
A—9,584 (17,040). T—2:28.

Red Wings 3, Blues 2 (0T)
0 2 (l 1-3
SLI. lis 0-2
Period—1, Detrolt, Andersso
(Mlller Glendemnﬁ) 18:04. 2 Detrolt,
Tatar, 18(E icsson; s eahan_
Third ouis, ackes
(Bouwmeesler, Shﬂltenklrk) 3 58 (Pp)- 4.
, Steen 14 (Pietrangelo, Tarasen-

rti Detroit, Datsyuk 15
<oumcey. Dekeys , 4:57.

hots Go Zbetroit 2-14-5:3—24.
st.1bun

s 9
Power-play opportunities—Detroit 0
of  St.Louis 1 oF%!
oalies—Detroit, Mrazek @7
Shotegs Saves) Sk, Lotie: Eiioit 11-53
Q4-21).
A—18,543 (19,150). T—2:40.

Jets 2, Stars 1

10 1-2

ime—5,

00 1-1
'd—l. Winnipeg, Frolik 9

Period—None.
r od—-2," Winnipeg, Kane o
) 3, al as, Daley 11

Pavelec 11-10-6

Iles n peg.
(47 shols -46 saves) DaIIaS. Lindback 2-

0,22
15 221 (18,532). T—

31.

Flames 4, Arizona 1
Calgai o l 3= 4
Arizona 0 1 0-
Second Period—1, Cal; ary, Backl nd
5 (Gaudreau, Wldeman)
Bogdker 14 Cvay

ma. rod ) 1% gargl Giorda
(M onahan.Bouma). ry, Mo-
nahan 2 (Wideman, Jones), 18 2 en

on_Goal—Calgary 9-3-13—25.
Anzona 1L10-7228. cal o
r-play oppo unities—Calgary
of 2; Arizona d of b,

Goalies—Calgary, Ortio 2:0-0 (28
shots-27 saves). Arizona, M.Smith 7-18-2
(24:21).

A—12,982 (17,125). T=2:23.

Sharks 3, Maple Leafs 1

'sronmm 190t

rst Period—1
ofitn: Braun). 8
8 (Nieto, Brau
Csantorsith, Winni,
Third Penod-4, san Jose Wingels 11
(MgGinn, Sheppard), 19:15 (@
Rt Toronts " 13-4-8—25.
sanjose 12 "2,

San_Jose, Kennedy 3
5. 2, San Jose, Marleau
'3, Toronto, Polak 5

20131 ’hlradelv'hlaOoH of 5roan 1038 001 Toronto 0
—Vancouver, Miller 21-9-1 (30 oalies—Toronto, Reimer 6-8-0 (41
5|’|0tS> Dsaves) Philadelphia, Er;|ery7 -8- shols 39 saves). San Jose, Niemi 18-11-4

1(12-9), Zepp (1:21 second, 10-
A—19,571 (19,541). T—2:26.

(25-24).
A—17,562 (17,562). T—
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NBA

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Toronto
Brooklyn

Boston
Philadelﬁhia
New Yorl

5 36
Southeast Division
Atlanta 1 8 795
wasmngton 7 12 .692
Mial 7 22 436
Charlotte 5 25 375 16%
Orlando 5 27 357 1T
Central Division
Chicago 6 14 650 —
Milwaukee 119 525 5
Cleveland 0 20 .500
Indiana 5 25 375 11
Detroit 4 25 359 1%

Western Conference
Southwest Divisit H

Memphis
Houston
Dallas
San Antonio
New Orleans

Northwest Di
portland

Denver
Oklahoma City
Minnesota

Pay

2,

Golden State
LA. Clippers
Phoenix
Sacramento
LA Lakers

2
Wednesday’s games
Orlando 120, Houston 11

Thur:
Milwaukee 95, New York
Houston 112, Oklahoma Clty o1
Cleveland 109, L.A. Laker:

Friday s gam,
New orleansat Cphfladeiphia
Brooklyn

Thursday
Cavaliers 109, Lakers 102

CLEVELAND — James_12-24 8-13 36,
Love 4-12 8-9 17, Mozgov 2-50-0 4, Irving
9-16 4-4 22, Smith 5-13 1-2 14, Marion 1-2
3-4 5, Thompson 2-5 1-2 5, Dellavedova
2-21-26. Tctals 37-79 26 36 109.

ERS — Johnson 3-5 0-0 8, Davis
3-52-4 8, Hill 10-14 0- nzc Price 1-53-45,
Bryant 7-142-3 19 BoozerA s 1-29, Black

3-42-3 8, Kelly n 34229,
Young 4-13 4-5 14 Totals 39 76 16 23102.
Cleveland 30-109
L.A. Lakers 30 31 u 27-102

Three-Point Goals—Cleveland 9-31
(James 4-10, Smith 3-10, Dellavedova
1-1, Love 1-6, Irving 0-4), L.A. Lakers
8-24 (Bryant 3-6, Johnson 2-4, Yous
2-8, Lin 1-1, Price 0-2, Kelly 0-3). Fouled
Rebounds—Cleveland 51

n 11), L.A. Lakers 45 (Bryant,
Hill 6) Assists—Cleveland 14 (James 5),
L.A. Lakers 26 (Bryant 17). Total Fouls—
Cleveland 15, LA. Lakers 26. A—18,997
(18,997).

Rockets 112, Thunder 101
OKLAHOMA CITY — Durant 8-12 4-4
24, Ibaka 4-11 3-3 13, Adams 1-3 3-4 5,

HOUSTON — Ariza 6-15 2-2 17, Motie-
junas 6-12 0-0 14, Howard 5-11 3-4 13,
Beverley 5-11 0-0 13, Harden 9-15 7-9
31, J.Smith 6-10 1-2 13, Terry 0-2 0-0 0,
Brewer 2-7 0-0 5, Papanikolaou 2-2 0-0 5,
Dorsey 0-0 1 2 1, shved 0-1 0-0 0. Totals

41-86 14-
oklahomac 18 35 22 26-101
Houston 40 24 24 28-112

Three-Point Goals—Oklahoma City
11-29 (Durant 4-6, Ibaka 2-4, Waiters 2-
5, Lamb 1-2, Westbrook 1-3, Jackson 1-3,
P.Jones 0-1, Roberson 0-: w 0-3),
Houston 16-36 (Harden 6-8, Beverley 3-
7, Ariza 3-9, Motiejunas 2-3, Papaniko-
laou 1-1, Brewer 1-4, J.Smith 0-1, Shved
0-1, Terry 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Re-

MOmphis at Orlandg
Detroit at Indiana
Atlanta at Toronto
Chicago at Boston
Golden State at Oklahoma City
Denver at Dallas
Portland at san Antonio
Minnesota at Phoenix

A. Lakers at Utah
Miami at Sacramento
Cleveland at L.A. Clippers

rday’s games

Indiana at Chariotte
philadelphia at Detroit
Atlanta at Chicago

Golde}n State at Houston
Washington at Brooklyn

phis
L.A. Clippers at Sacramento

Leaders
Scoring
FG FT PTS AVG
Harden, HOU 40 331 313 1080 27.0
James, CLE 31 279 187 800 25.8
Cousins, SAC 27 233 187 654 24.2
Davis, NOR 348 198 894 24.2
AnthoﬂY. NYK 239

3[} 217 135 742
& 'OFF DEF TOT AVG

Jordan, LAC 39 163 367 530 136
Drummond, DET 39 185 312 497 127
Cousins, SAC 2 84782 336 124
Chandler, DAL 153 %6 a3 11
Randolph, MEM 29 114 225 339 11.7
Assists.

AST AVG
Wall, WAS 39 397 10.2
Lawson, DEN 37 373 101
Rondo, DAL 34 331 98
Paul, LAC 39 375 96
Curry, GOL 36 287 80

Oklahoma City 57 (Durant 10),
Houston 47 (Har len 9). Assists—Okla-
homa City 25 (Westbrook 8), Houston
25 (Harden 10). Total Fouls—Oklahoma
City 19, Houston 19. Technicals—Okla-
homa City defensive three second,
Terry, Houston defensive three second.
A—18,315 (18,023).

Bucks 95, Knicks 79

NEW YORK — Anthony 7-12 10-12 25,
Smith 0-4 0-0 0, Stoudemire 0-1 0-0 0,
Larkin 0-4 0-0 0, Calderon 4-8 0-0 11, Al-
drich 1-3 0-0 2, Hardaway Jr. 4-10 0-. 1 10
Acy 0-00-00, Galloway 2-90-05, Am!
son 3-4 0-0 6, Thomas 2-5 3-4 7, Prig'\oni
0-0 0-0 0, Wear 5-8 2-3 13. Totals 28-68
15-20 79.

MILWAUKEE — Antetokounmpo_ 6-10
4-5 16, 0'Bryant 0-2 0-0 0, Pachulia 2-8 7-
811, Knight 6-13 6-6 20, Middleton 4-9 4-
6 14, llyasova 0-6 1-4 1, Mayo 8-14 2-: 222
Henson 1-3 2-6 4, Dudley 1-5 0-0 2, Bay-
less 0-1 5-5 5, Marshall 0-0 0-0 0, Martin
0-10-0 0. Totals 28-72 31-42 95.

New York 1324 19 23-79

Milwaukee 31 25 26 13-95

Three-Point Goals—New_York 8-22

(calderon 3-4, Hardaway Jr. 2-5, Wear 1-

Milwaukee 8-18 (Mayo 4-6, Knight 2-3,
Middleton 2-4, Dudley 0-2, llyasova 0-3).
Fouled Out—Hardaway Jr.. Rebounds—
New York 44 (Amundson 6), Milwaukee
56 (Pachulia 14). Assists—New York 22
(Calderon 9), Milwaukee 21 (Knight 6).
Total Fouls—New York 32, Milwaukee
17. Technicals—New York Coach Fisher,
Milwaukee defensive three second. A—
18,689 (14,467).

PauL Ropricuez/AP

Lakers guard Kobe Bryant, right, and Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James greet one another
before the start of Thursday’s game in Los Angeles.

Roundup

ames, Gavs edge Lakers

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Kobe Bry-
ant and LeBron James traded
hugs, big shots and verbal jabs
all night with warmth and humor.
In the waning minutes, they went
head-to-head in yet another en-
tertaining duel between two of
this generation’s greatest talents.

Although LeBron ended up top-
ping his friendly rival again, King
James relished what could be
one of his final chances to share
a court with one of his few true
peers.

James scored 36 points and
the Cleveland Cavaliers snapped
their six-game losing streak with
a 109-102 victory over the Los
Angeles Lakers on Thursday
night despite Bryant’s 19 points
and career-high 17 assists.

“It’s always fun, a pleasure,”
James said. “It’s two of the best
competitors this game has prob-
ably ever seen, and to be on the
same floor with him, somebody

I looked up to when I was a
child growing up, seeing him go
straight from high school to the
NBA, it’s fun, it’s great. I hated
him being out of the NBA last
year because of injury, and it’s
fun having him back.”

Bryant set a career high for as-
sists in his 1,279th regular-sea-
son game, playing in his second
straight after skipping three of
four games to rest his 36-year-
old body.

James and Bryant laughed
and joked throughout the game,
exchanging good-natured jibes
while waiting to check into the
game together. James turned 30
last month, while Bryant’s season
has been defined by his weari-
ness from a 19-year career.

“If we were contending for a
championship, I'd be my same
moody self,” Bryant said. “But
right now, I tend to have a little
more perspective, knowing I re-
ally won’t get a chance to play

against him for much longer. So
you want to enjoy it.”

Kobe even had something to
say when LeBron spectacularly
clanged a dunk attempt off the
rim.

“He said, ‘That’s what old age
will get you,’”James said with a
laugh. “You start missing dunks
when you thought you was up
there.”

Rockets 112, Thunder 101:
James Harden scored 15 of his 31
points in Houston’s big first quar-
ter against visiting Oklahoma
City.

Kevin Durant had 24 points
and 10 rebounds for the Thunder.
They have lost three of their last
four games.

Bucks 95, Knicks 79: 0.J.
Mayo scored 22 points, Brandon
Knight had 20 points and six
steals, and Milwaukee extended
New York’s franchise-record
losing streak to 16 with a rout in
London.

Austin Rivers dealt to Clippers in three-team deal

By BetH HARRIS
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Austin Rivers has
joined the Los Angeles Clippers to play for
Doc Rivers in the first father-son, player-
coach combination in NBA history.

The Clippers acquired Austin Rivers
from the Boston Celtics on Thursday in a
deal that included the Phoenix Suns.

Coby Karl was briefly a member of the
Denver Nuggets in 2010 under father-
coach George Karl, but didn’t play during
a stint that coincided with his father being
on leave for treatment of throat cancer.

In the deal, guard Reggie Bullock went
from Los Angeles to Phoenix, forward

‘I think a year ago, |
probably wouldn’t. 1 think
1 would (now) for sure.

1 think this team could
handle that. ?

Doc Rivers
Clippers coach, on coaching his son Austin

Shavlik Randolph from Phoenix to Boston,
and guard Chris Douglas-Roberts and a
2017 second-round pick from Los Angeles

to Boston.

The Celtics acquired Rivers on Monday
from New Orleans as part of the three-way
deal with Memphis that sent Jeff Green to
the Grizzlies.

As Clippers president of basketball oper-
ations, the elder Rivers had the authority to
sign off on acquiring his 22-year-old son.

Last weekend, Doc Rivers had said he
‘would be open to coaching Austin.

“I'think a year ago, I probably wouldn’t,”
he said. “I think I would (now) for sure. I
think this team could handle that.”

Rivers was drafted 10th overall by New
Orleans in 2012 after one season at Duke.
He averaged 6.8 points, 1.9 rebounds, 2.3
assists and 21.4 minutes in 35 games this

season for the Pelicans. In 165 games in
three seasons with New Orleans, he aver-
aged 6.9 points, 2.3 assists, 1.9 rebounds
and 21.4 minutes

Bullock was drafted by the Clippers
with the 25th pick in 2013. The 6-foot-7
former North Carolina star averaged 2.6
points and 10.5 minutes in 25 games this
season for the Clippers. In 68 games in two
seasons with Los Angeles, he averaged 2.6
points, 1.4 rebounds and 9.7 minutes.

““Reggie Bullock is a talented young
player we have liked for a while,” Suns
general manager Ryan McDonough said.
“He shoots the ball very well and he
has the potential to be a good perimeter
defender.”
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No. 3 Zags hold on
to beat Pepperdine

Traffic jam, delayed start rattles Bulldogs

By BeTH HARRIS
The Associated Press

MALIBU, Calif. — Gonzaga got caught in
unusually bad Los Angeles traffic, needing
over two hours to reach Pepperdine. Then
the third-ranked Zags got rattled against
the scrappy Waves whose raucous crowd
did its best to will them to the upset.

Kyle Wiltjer scored 19 of his 24 points in
the second half and freshman Domantas
Sabonis had 18 points on a career-best 9-
for-9 shooting to go with a career-high 12
rebounds in a 78-76 victory Thursday night,
the Zags’ 27th in a row over the Waves.

“It was a good test for us,” Wiltjer said.
“We were a little down we won by so
small. But we’re going to have a lot of close
games.”

The Zags (17-1, 6-0 West Coast) arrived
25 minutes before the scheduled tipoff be-
cause of a traffic accident that caused one
of two northbound lanes on Pacific Coast
Highway to be closed for a while, creating
lengthy delays. Pepperdine coach Marty
Wilson agreed to delay the start by 33
minutes

“That was a big-time sportsmanship
move by Marty,” said Gonzaga coach Mark
Few, who earned his 200th league win
against 24 losses. “Next time we’ll leave
three hours early. I've done this 26 times
and never seen anything like that.”

Jett Raines led four players in double
figures with a career-high 22 points for the
Waves (11-6, 4-2), who were off to their best
league start since 2002 despite not having

the ball during the second half

any seniors. Stacy Davis added 21 points in
coming off the bench for the third straight
game.

The Zags struggled at the free-throw
line, going just 14-for-33. Former USC
player Byron Wesley was 3-for-10.

“A lot of them were close, rattled in and
out,” said Kevin Pangos, an 88 percent
free-throw shooter who went 2-for-4.

Davis blamed himself for not taking bet-
ter advantage of the misses by Pangos and
his teammates.

“That’s a once-in-a-lifetime thing,”
Davis said.

Pepperdine closed to 69-68 on a layup
by Davis after Wiltjer missed a layup and
Davis snagged the defensive rebound. Sa-
bonis scored before Raines’ layup again
drew the Waves within one.

Gonzaga scored four in a row to lead 75-
70, although Gary Bell Jr. and Wesley each
made just 1 of 2 free throws.

A basket by Atif Russell got the Waves
within three before Pangos missed a pair
of free throws with 21 seconds left. After
a timeout, the Waves fouled Pangos, with
their fans taunting him about an earlier
airball. He made both to keep Gonzaga
ahead, 77-72.

Davis powered to the basket for a layup
and drew the foul, with his three-point play
leaving the Waves trailing 77-75. They were
forced to foul Wiltjer, who made 1 of 2.

Jeremy Major went to the line with 1 sec-
ond left, making the first and missing the
second, and the Zags secured the rebound

Gus RueLas/AP

forward Domantas Sabonis, right, drives past Pepperdine forward Jake

as time expired.

Anpy Manis/AP
Nebraska’s Shavon Shields, left, and Wisconsin’s Vitto Brown vie for

of Thursday’s game in Madison, Wis.

Gonzaga
Johnson for a basket during the first half Thursday’s game in Malibu, Calif.

AP Top 25 roundup

No. 7 Badgers rip Huskers

The Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — Wisconsin
got Frank Kaminsky back and
may have found a capable re-
placement for Traevon Jackson.

Kaminsky scored 22 points in
his return from a concussion that
sidelined him a game to help No.
7 Wisconsin beat Nebraska 70-55
on Thursday night.

Bronson Koenig filled in well
for Jackson, who hurt his ankle
Sunday in the Badgers’ loss at
Rutgers. The sophomore scored
11 points and had one assist.

Wisconsin coach Bo Ryan said
Kaminsky wanted to go Sunday
and he wasn’t surprised by Koe-
nig’s performance.

“He knows what I expect,”
Ryan said.

Kaminsky looked sharp early
and finished 4-for-5 from three-
point range and 7-for-11 overall as
he eclipsed the 1,000-point mark
for his career. He had hit just one
of his previous nine three-point
attempts over four games, but
figured the law of averages had to
catch up.

“You always regress to the
mean,” Kaminsky said.

Nigel Hayes scored 13 points
for the Badgers (16-2, 4-1 Big
Ten), and Sam Dekker added 11.

Wisconsin needed every bit of
Kaminsky’s performance early
to counter Terran Petteway, who
led Nebraska (10-7, 2-3) with 27
points. He had 20 in the first half.

Wisconsin switched defenders
on picks set for Petteway, and he
repeatedly took advantage of the
bigger post players that ended up
guarding him in the first half, ei-
ther driving to the hoop or step-
ping back for a jumper.

He didn’t get much help,
though. The rest of the team shot
10-for-30.

Miles said Petteway’s produc-
tion dropped in the second half,
in part, because he was looking to
get his teammates more involved.
After taking 13 shots in the first
half, he attempted seven in the
final period.

No. 8 Utah 76, Arizona State
59: Delon Wright scored 21
points and the visiting Utes rout-
ed the Sun Devils.

Jordan Loveridge added 14
points and Brandon Taylor had
13 for the Utes (14-2, 4-0 Pac-12).
They have won seventh straight
heading into Saturday’s show-
down at No. 10 Arizona.

After routing Southern Cali-
fornia by 24 points, UCLA by 32
and Colorado by 25, Utah showed
no signs of letting up in its first
conference road game. The Utes
are lone unbeaten team in the
conference.

No. 10 Arizona 68, Colorado
54: Stanley Johnson scored 22
points, Kaleb Tarczewski added
14 and the host Wildcats pulled
away to beat the short-handed
Buffaloes.

Arizona (15-2, 3-1 Pac-12)
struggled offensively at times
without injured guard Gabe York
and had a hard time containing
Askia Booker after losing to Or-
egon State in its last game.

The Wildcats pulled out their
31st straight home win by domi-
natinginside, outscoring Colorado
by 16 in the paint while grabbing
15 more rebounds.
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Ohio State (OB Jones will return to school

Star of national title
squad declines to
enter NFL Draft

By Rusty MILLER
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Not so long ago,
the only reason a lot of people knew Car-
dale Jones was for a thoughtless comment
on social media about not wanting to go to
school.

Now the national-champion quarterback
is also a shining example for educators
preaching to kids to get a degree.

It’s a turnaround almost as dramatic as
the one he has taken in his Ohio State ca-
reer over the past two months.

The big quarterback surprised a packed
crowd Thursday, declaring at his old high
school in Cleveland that he would stay at
Ohio State rather than jump into the NFL
Draft.

“My decision was very simple,” he said.
“I’'m going to return next year for school.”

That sentence was met with audible
gasps in the gymnasium, then applause
from students and teachers.

Many thought that Jones, who could
have jumped to the pros after a year spent
at military school, a redshirt season and
a year capped by starring for the Buck-
eyes, would make himself available for the
draft.

After all, it was just over two years ago
he posted on his Twitter account: “Why
should we have to go to class if we came
here to play FOOTBALL, we ain’t come to
play SCHOOL classes are POINTLESS”

Coach Urban Meyer suspended him.
Jones later apologized, and now calls it an
embarrassing moment in his life. He said
he has matured a lot since sending out that
message. He proved it by saying he was
coming back to the Buckeyes.

In his only college starts, he led Ohio
State to wins in the Big Ten title game, the
Sugar Bowl and Monday night’s national
championship.

“It’s everybody’s dream and goal when
they play football or any collegiate sport to
make it to the next level,” he said, wear-
ing a gray T-shirt with his nickname “12
Gauge” because of his uniform number

Mark Duncan/AP

Ohio State quarterback Cardale Jones leaves a news conference in Cleveland on Thursday after announcing he would not declare
for the 2015 NFL Draft. Jones, 3-0 as a college starter including a win in the national championship game, says he will return to
the Buckeyes for his final two years of eligibility.

and shotgun-like arm. “At my point in my
career, I feel like it’s best for me to go back
to school. One of the most important things
for me to do is graduate.

“When I make that decision to play in the
NFL, I want to be done with school. I want
to devote all of my time and all my effort to
the film room and getting better at playing
the quarterback position.”

Just a few weeks after coming from ano-
nymity to take over the Ohio State quarter-
back job, his decision was broadcast live on

SPN.

The cable network’s draft guru, Mel
Kiper Jr., said Jones could go as high as the
second round of the draft. He, like many
football experts, believed Jones, who re-
cently became a father, would jump to the

pros.

“We put everything on a scale for him
and education outweighed everything else.
This shows the maturity he does have,”
said his mentor and coach at Glenville Aca-
demic Campus, Ted Ginn. “I'm so proud.
He’s a great kid, very intelligent, smart.
I think the biggest thing to him was to be
able to say to his baby, ‘I went back,’ and to
set an example for all kids.”

Jones, his family, Ginn and Meyer met
earlier Thursday in Cleveland.

The day after the championship game
in Texas, Meyer had said there might not
ever be a better time for Jones to make the
move to the NFL.

“Cardale’s brand right now has never
been stronger, might never be stronger in

his life,” Meyer said.

Instead, the 6-foot-5, 250-pound redshirt
sophomore will battle two-time Big Ten
player of the year Braxton Miller, a gradu-
ate student still recovering from shoulder
surgery, and this year’s quarterback of
the year in the conference, sophomore-to-
be J.T. Barrett (recovering from a broken
ankle) for the starting job next season.

“I want to go back and compete for the
spot,” he said. “I don’t want anything given
tome.”

Jones was asked what he would say to
people who believe he’s making a mistake.

“I can’t say what I want to say to them,”
he said with a laugh. “It’s my life. I have to
live it. Not them.”

Autonomy lets revenue, non-revenue sports co-exist

By RaLpu D. Russo
The Associated Press

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md.
— NCAA President Mark Em-
mert says giving the five wealthi-
est conferences in Division I the
ability to make some of their own
rules will allow revenue sports
such as football and men’s bas-
ketball to co-exist with the many
nonrevenue programs that make
up college sports.

Emmert addressed the NCAA
convention Thursday and held a
news conference after with sev-
eral university presidents, two
days ahead of the first meeting of
the so-called autonomy group, the
65 schools that make up the Big
Ten, Big 12, Atlantic Coast Con-
ference, Pac-12 and Southeastern
Conference.

“We’ve got 3 percent of the
students that participate in those

NCAA President Mark Emmert gave his state of the organization
address on Thursday in Alexandria, Va. — his first since the
governing body granted the five wealthiest conferences more power.

high-revenue,

the sports together.”

Davip J. PHILLIP/AP

safety protocol proposal.

high-visibility
sports,” Emmert said. “We’ve got
to find ways to integrate and ad-
dress their concerns, while not
negatively impacting the 97 per-
cent and vice versa. The autono-
my structure that (Wake Forest)
President (Nathan) Hatch and
his colleagues developed and de-
signed is intended to allow the
continued co-existence of all of

On Saturday, the Big Five
conferences will consider eight
proposals, mostly related to in-
creasing the value of an athletic
scholarship by several thousand
dollars to cover the full cost of
attendance. Also on the agenda
is a proposal that would prohibit
athletic scholarships from being
pulled or reduced because of ath-
letic reasons and a concussion

The legislation would be per-
missive, not mandatory, for the
rest of Division I. Leaders from
the other five other conferences
that play FBS football, as well
as some conferences that do not,
such as the Big East and Atlan-
tic 10, have said they plan to fol-
low the Big Five’s lead on cost of
attendance.

Leaders of those Big Five con-
ferences have been pushing for
years to make rules that would
allow them to spend more of
the billions they make on media
rights deals on student-athlete
welfare. In the past, schools in
some of the other 27 Division I
conferences blocked attempts to
pass legislation they feared they
couldn’t afford and would give
the most powerful conferences
unfair recruiting advantages.
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Load: Both
running backs
hard to tackle

FROM BACK PAGE

utmost importance. Defenders will have
to swarm to the ball to prevent the runner
from bouncing off a tackle and rumbling
for extra yards.

It is Lynch’s specialty.

“He’s a dog — his whole demeanor,” Se-
attle safety Earl Thomas said. “He’s a man
amongst boys out there.”

One who had his fourth straight season
of at least 1,200 yards rushing. Lynch fin-
ished the regular season with 1,306 yards
on 280 carries and 13 scores.

The Seahawks led the league in averag-
ing 172.6 yards rushing per game, with
mobile quarterback Russell Wilson also
posing a threat on the ground.

“We’re kind of just reaping the benefits of
the philosophy but then how the players go

out and execute it,”
' Seahawks offensive

Those coordinator Darrell
uys are Bevell said. “We got
g. ysl . as good of guy youw'd
simiiar in ever want to hand it
the sense  to with handing it to
Marshawn.”
that you Packers lineback-
have to have er Julius Peppers,
multiple a 13-year veteran,
described Lynch as
def_enders “one of the hardest
trying to get runners I think in
football in my opin-
those g’u ys ion. Very physical
down. and violent runner.”
Julius Peppers It sounds a lot
Green Bay DE like trying to tackle
Lacy.

“Those guys are similar in the sense that
you have to have multiple defenders trying
to get those guys down,” Peppers said.

Whereas Lynch and Wilson share top
billing in the Seattle attack, Lacy and
his production can get overshadowed by
Aaron Rodgers. The quarterback is hav-
ing an MVP-caliber year, even after being
slowed by a strained left calf.

The injury makes Lacy an even more
important piece to Green Bay’s offense. As
evidence, Lacy was added to the injury re-
port as a precaution on Thursday as a lim-
ited participant because of a sore knee.

“Iwas just being conservative, so I pulled
him in about the middle of practice,” coach
Mike McCarthy said on Thursday. “I think
Eddie will be ready to go on Sunday. Just
the coach was nervous, all right?”

The running game stalled in a 1-2 start,
when Green Bay played Seattle, the New
York Jets and Detroit to open the season
— three of the top defenses against the run
in the league.

The Packers were also a bit more con-
servative early on in giving Lacy carries,
while putting added emphasis on catching
passes out of the backfield.

He has turned into Green Bay’s third-
leading receiver as a check-down threat
for Rodgers, while the production on the
ground has steadily increased behind an
effective offensive line.

Lacy finished with 1,139 yards on 246
carries with nine touchdowns. Counting
last week’s playoff win against Detroit,
Lacy is averaging 99 yards in his past
seven games.

“His ability to be a three-down player
is of primary importance to us,” McCar-
thy said. “He’s breaking tackles, but we’re
going against an excellent tackling defense,
so this will be a big challenge.”

S y

Mike ROEMER, LEFT, AND Rick SCUTERI, RIGHT/AP

Green Bay's Clay Matthews, left, and Seattle’s Bobby Wagner, right, are two of the top linebackers in the league. Their play on
Sunday could largely determine which teams wins the NFC championship and advances to the Super Bowl.

Making their marks

Matthews, Wagner have huge impact on defenses

By BArRrRY WILNER
The Associated Press

RENTON, Wash.

f it seems as if Clay Matthews is om-

nipresent off the field, well, yeah. No

NFL linebacker has a higher profile

than the Green Bay star, thanks to his
commercials and his flashy persona.

If you barely know anything about Bobby
Wagner, that’s understandable, too. He’s
not into snazzy, leaving that to his Legion
of Boom teammates in Seattle.

On Sunday in the NFC championship
game, their performances will go a long
way toward determining which team goes
to the Super Bowl. And while Matthews
may add a touch of the ostentatious, Wag-
ner will do things far more quietly, yet just
as fiercely.

Indeed, he might be the least-ballyhooed
member of this season’s All-Pro team.

“With Wags, just killer instinct,” fel-
low All-Pro Earl Thomas said Thursday.
“Some guys just have that nasty streak to
him, and I want another guy beside me
with killer instincts. He has that, Sherm
has that, Kam has that, and that fired-up
passion is contagious.”

Essential, too, for the most feared de-
fense in the league, one that helped the Se-
ahawks win it all last year and has them on
the verge of a repeat title — something not
accomplished by anyone in a decade.

But, consistent with his nature, Wagner
doesn’t make a big deal of it all.

Did you know

Green Bay took
linebacker Clay
Matthews in the
first round of the
2009 NFL Draft, 26th
overall. Seattle linebacker
Bobby Wagner was taken
in the second round of the
2012 draft, 47th overall.

SOURCE: ESPN.com

“My job is to be in the middle of every-
thing,” said the 2012 second-round draft
pick from Utah State. “Also, the signal
caller, making sure everybody’s in the
right spot, making adjustments when I
need to, being as vocal as I possibly can on
the field.”

Of course, Wagner does far more than
that. Even though he missed five games
with a right foot injury, he still managed at
least 104 tackles — he had 140 and 119 the
previous two years. When he returned in
late November, the Seahawks became im-
movable again. They didn’t allow a fourth-
quarter point from Week 12 through the
end of the regular season.

“That’s what we do, we finish,” he said.
“Whenever a fourth quarter comes around
we understand those are when games are
won. That’s when big-time players make
big-time plays. And that’s when the good
teams show up.”

The Packers will show up at CenturyLink
Field with a good but not great defense. In-
deed, its only consistent playmaker is Mat-
thews, who made his fifth Pro Bowl in six
seasons by being a factor at outside and
inside linebacker.

Matthews has displayed throughout his
six pro seasons he is much more than a
media star capable of ripping on himself
in TV ads. He’s capable of ripping apart
offensive schemes, and his value in Green
Bay has been increased with how coordi-
nator Dom Capers used him in 2014.

When Capers began moving Matthews
around in the Packers’ alignments, it
caused opponents to guess — something
no offense or quarterback is comfortable
with. Matthews had 6% sacks in his final
four games and 11 for the season.

“I think if you look at the change of
where we were in Week 8 and the bye week
into now, and obviously, statistics will show
that we’re moving in the right direction,”
Matthews said. “Both individually and as
ateam, as a defense really. So, you know, it
seems to be working in the right direction.
Obviously, we’re winning games and I'm
making plays, so as long as that’s happen-
ing, we’re doing something right.”
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Fond farewell?

42-year old Vinatieri, the NFL's oldest player, ready
for what could be his final game in New England

By MicHAEL MAROT
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Adam Vinatieri sa-
vored all those New England celebrations.

He made the two big field goals in the
“Tuck Rule” playoff game and, of course,
the two game-winning Super Bowl kicks.

On Sunday, the longtime Patriots kicker
will return to his former home, possibly for
the final time.

“It’'s amazing,” the 42-year-old Colts
kicker said when asked about his career
this week. “I could never have been more
lucky. If I wrote it as a book, people would
never believe it.”

Believe it.

The NFL’s oldest player has played for
three Super Bowl-winning coaches — Bill
Parcells, Bill Belichick and Tony Dungy.
He’s played with three No. 1 draft picks
— Drew Bledsoe, Peyton Manning and An-
drew Luck — and a three-time Super Bowl-
winning quarterback in Tom Brady. And,
yes, as a rookie, Vinatieri actually did run
down Dallas’ Herschel Walker on a kickoff
return.

Along the way, Vinatieri filled his resume
with other incredible feats.

He has four Super Bowl rings, is a per-
fect 6-0 on championship weekend as he
makes his seventh appearance Sunday at
New England (13-4).

Vinatieri also is the NFL’s career post-

Adam Vinatieri’s
postseason milestones

INDIANAPOLIS — Playoff milestones for
Colts Kicker Adam vinatieri, who entered the
6 with the New England Patriots.
vmatlerl Will taes His former team in sun-
day’s AFC championship ga
Postseason Record: 205 (Colts were 2-1
TR s o o Lo e
lowing 2009 season).
ice championship record: 6-
Super Bowl Rings — Charles Hatey, 5;
natlerl 32 others. 4
Points — Vinatieri, 233; David
Akers: 17
Most Games Played — Jerry Rice, Vinat-

ieri, 29.

Most Consecutive ﬁames Scoring — Vina-
tieri 29 Davnd Akirs, 3
Most

- vmatlerl Tony l;rlu‘tlsch (07279
Akers 39
ieri, 67 Aker
58.

oals — Vinatieri, 56;
Goal Attempts — Vinat-
Most Career PATs — Vinatieri, 65; Akers,

e tying fi
ning fleld Boal e L e FR
in playoffs following the 2001 season; gave
up kickoff returns for touchdowns to Green
Bay's Desmond Howard, the Super Bowl MVP
after the 1996 season agamst New England
and Devin Hester, who scored on
ing Kickoff in Super Bowl after 2006 season
against Indianapolis.

It didn’t take long for Boston’s hard-care
fans to embrace him.

“Back then, I was the underdog trying to
find a spot on the team,” Vinatieri said.

But since the best clutch kicker in league
history signed with Indianapolis as a free
agent in 2006, Patriots fans have greeted
“Automatic Adam” with a resounding cho-
rus of boos each time he comes back to Gil-
lette Stadium.

Following last season’s divisional-round
loss, Vinatieri told a Boston radio station
that he was disappointed by the crowd’s
reaction.

After all, Vinatieri hasn’t shed all of his
Boston roots. He still appreciates a cup of
coffee from Dunkin’ Donuts, he still likes
the Red Sox and he still enjoys seeing some
old friends at Gillette Stadium.

It might be his final chance.

season scoring leader (233 points), and this With the Colts hosting New England

weekend, he can make history in Foxbor- during the 2015 regular season and no as-

ough, Massa‘:husen& . Above, Indianapolis Colts kicker Adam Vinatieri (4) celebrates his field goal with Matt surance Indy (13-5) will bring back a 44-
He will surpass Jerry Rice for most post-  Overton during the second half of last week’s divisional playoff win over the Denver year-old kicker in 2016, after his current

season games (29) in a career, if he plays  Broncos. Below, Vinatieri — who played ten seasons with New England, winning three  two-year deal expires, Sunday’s game could

Sunday, and he can break TO“Y F“'-SCh S Super Bowls — is embraced by Patriots coach Bill Belichick, right, after last season’s  be Vinatieri’s Foxborough farewell.

record for most on  AFC divisi round loss. Vinatieri returns to his old stomping grounds on Sunday for “I won’t reminisce,” he said. “It will be
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games with a field goal (13), a mark that
was set during the 1970s — so long ago that
even the NFL’s oldest player doesn’t re-
member it.

A win Sunday would send Vinatieri to
another Super Bowl and give him a chance
to tie Charles Haley for the most individual
rings (five).

Teammates are astounded by Vinatieri’s
feats.

“A lot of guys never make the playoffs,”
said return specialist Josh Cribbs, a 10-
year veteran who made his playoff debut
Jan. 4. “For me, this is like a cherry on top
of my career — just being in there.

“T've seen him (Vinatieri) play in a lot of
games and the Super Bowl, like it’s nothing,
like it’s another day. I guess a guy like that,
nothing can faze him,” Cribbs added.

Perhaps nothing should faze a man who
is the great, great grandson of Gen. George
Custer’s bandmaster, a distant cousin of
daredevil Evil Knievel and a guy who has
hunted lions and bears.

Age hasn’t slowed down Vinatieri, either.

This season, he scored 140 points and
became the first player in league history to
top 900 points with two different franchis-
es. Vinatieri has missed only two kicks all
season — a 46-yard field goal at Tennessee
in the regular-season finale and a 44-yard-
er at Denver last weekend.

And at the start of next year, Vinatieri
will need just eight points to break Mike
Vanderjagt’s franchise scoring record
(995) and 12 points to top the 1,000-point
mark with two different teams.

Not bad for a guy who just wanted to land
a spot on the Patriots’ roster.

perhaps his final game at New England.

business as usual.”
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Cardale’s staying put
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! Carrying
A" the load

W Lacy, Lynch lead way
' to NFC championship

By Genaro C. ARmas
The Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis.
he Seahawks’ Marshawn Lynch and
the Packers’ Eddie Lacy are known

for being punishing runners.
Their conduct in front of the cam-
eras couldn’t be any different.

Lynch isn’t a talker, to put it mildly. The
affable Lacy can charm reporters and team-
mates with an easygoing personality.

Trying to tackle Lynch and Lacy won’t be
easy for the defenses when Green Bay visits
Seattle on Sunday in the NFC title game.

What are they like with the ball?

Lacy will take that question.

“I mean personally, I don’t know him, I
never met him or anything,” he said. “But
we’re both physical backs. We don’t care
who’s in front of us. When you come to
hit us, you’ve got to come ... you’ve got

to try your hardest to get us down.”
Sure-handed tackles become of
SEE LOAD ON PAGE 30

AP photos

Although they couldn’t be more different
off the field, Green Bay running back
Eddie Lacy, left, and Seattle running back
Marshawn Lynch, above, are cut from the
same cloth when they're on the football field.
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James' 36 points help lift Cavaliers over Lakers ‘ Lynn gets $22 million contract from Cardinals
NBA, Page 27 MLB, Page 25




