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Hagel: Integration of
women in combat units
is civil rights issue

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. — Secretary
of Defense Chuck Hagel believes women
have the right to serve in direct ground
combat units if they meet physical re-
quirements, and he made clear that he
views lifting gender-based exclusions as
a civil rights issue.

At Camp Lejeune on Tuesday, Hagel
met with female Marines participating
in training to see how well women can
perform combat tasks within gender-in-
tegrated units.

The evaluations will help determine
which combat specialties will open to
women in the wake of last year’s deci-
sion by Hagel’s predecessor to rescind
the blanket ban on women serving in di-
rect ground combat units.

“The integration of our services ... is
important,” Hagel said. “We are a coun-
try that believes ... that every individual
deserves the same opportunities if you're
capable ... and can do the job.”

SEE WOMEN ON PAGE 4

Jon Harper/Stars and Stripes

A female Marine assembles a rocket launcher at Camp Lejeune, N.C., on Tuesday. Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel, who met with
female Marines at the base, said that giving people a chance to succeed and maximize their talents is “the right thing to do.”

An 0C-135B
observation

plane that has

been conducting
surveillance missions
over Russia sits on
the runway at Yokota
Air Base, Japan.

New Cold War with Russia?
Open Skies says otherwise

By SETH RoBsoN
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — During the
past several days, a U.S. observation plane has
been flying over Russian skies, taking photos
of military installations and equipment — all
with permission of the Russians.

The flight comes amid Russia’s increasing
isolation over its military moves in Ukraine
and fears of a new Cold War between Moscow
and Washington.

Once upon a time, all surveillance flights
were conducted covertly by the likes of Francis
Gary Powers, the former Air Force pilot who

spent almost two years in a Russian prison
after his U-2 spy plane was downed by a
Soviet missile over Sverdlovsk in 1960.

Since 2002, however, Russia, the United
States and a number of other signatories to
the Treaty on Open Skies have allowed a lim-
ited number of observation flights over their
turf. International agreements set the number
of flights, the type of surveillance equipment
on board and airports that can be used.

SEE OPEN SKIES ON PAGE 8

Seth Rosson
Stars and Stripes



Pace 2 SEIRRER R

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Thursday, November 20, 2014

QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“We're selling everything
that's not nailed down.
Police aren’t going to
be able to protect every
single individual. If you
don’t prepare yourself and
get ready for the worst,
you have no one to blame
but yourself.”

— Gun shop owner Steven King, on
a surge in sales in Ferguson, Mo.

See story on Page 11
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PACIFIC

US-Japan exercise brings change

As Keen Sword grows,
s0 do Japanese
security ambitions

By ERIK SLAVIN
Stars and Stripes

IWAKUNI, Japan — The USS
George Washington strike group
may be the United States’ most po-
tent example of military power in
the western Pacific Ocean — but
for now, a Japanese admiral is di-
recting its positioning at sea.

The Japanese have long taken
positions of command during Keen
Sword, a U.S.-Japan biannual exer-
cise that began in the 1980s. How-
ever, U.S. officials say they believe
this is the first time that a Japanese
officer has been the sea combat
commander in a “free play” Keen
Sword this large and complex.

The free-play scenarios, as op-
posed to structured exercises that
rely on preplanned positioning,
tend to mean more surprises from
the forces playing as the enemy.

“[Free play] puts you in dan-
gerous positions you may not put
yourself in, if you were given the
opportunity to move around,” said
Rear Adm. John Alexander, who
in October was named the carrier
strike group’s commander.

The Maritime Self-Defense
Force’s more prominent role in
the biannual exercise mirrors the
Japanese government’s ambitions
for a larger role on the world’s se-
curity stage, particularly in the
tense Asia-Pacific region.

When Keen Sword was first
held, under the Cold War world
order in 1986, Japan trained
mainly to protect its shores while
helping the U.S. monitor Soviet
activity. Reaching far beyond its
home islands was generally con-
sidered both unnecessary and
taboo. Japan’s post-WWII con-
stitution requires the nation to
“forever renounce war as a sov-

Correction

The Nov. 15 story on Air
Force Master Sgt. Thomas
Case being awarded the
Silver Star should have said
he was honored Nov. 13.

The Japanese destroyer JDS Kirishima transits along with the

Erik SLavi/Stars and Stripes

hased

uss
as seen from the aircraft carrier USS George Washington, during the Keen Sword exerclse Nov. 18.

ereign right of the nation.”
Japan left offensive strike power
to its U.S. allies, while it concen-
trated on more defensive-minded
measures. That remains largely
true in Japan’s training and pro-
curement, but recent moves sug-
gest that Japan isn’t willing to rely
on the U.S. as heavily as in the

ast.

Japan’s faltering economy and a
government perceived as ineffec-
tive led to a landslide 2012 victory
for the Liberal Democratic Party
and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe,
who has long wished to bolster
Japan’s defense.

Meanwhile, North Korea’s
emerging nuclear program and
China’s claim on the Japanese-ad-
ministered Senkaku Islands have
presented potential flash points in
the region.

Abe has repeatedly chastised
China for attempting to use force
and coercion to gain territory in
the region. Each country has in-
creased sea and air patrols near
the uninhabited islands.

Last year, Japanese troops trav-
eled to California for training with
U.S. Marines on retaking invaded
islands.

At a sea exercise involving the

USS Germantown and the Marine
2nd Assault Amphibian Battalion,
U.S. personnel taught their Japa-
nese allies “everything that goes
into tactically planning an am-
phibious assault,” according to a
military press release.

Next year, the Japanese will ac-
quire amphibious assault vehicles,
an opening step toward the assem-
bly of a Marine-like force.

The Japanese government also
plans to introduce legislation next
year codifying a reinterpretation
of the constitution, which would
allow it to defend its allies in com-
bat. Currently, it cannot legally
defend a U.S. ship fired upon by a
common enemy.

That reinterpretation has been
heavily criticized in public polls
because of the method used and
because of concern that it will
push Japan into unnecessary
wars, despite government assur-
ances that the right to “collective
self-defense” will be employed
only if Japan is threatened.

Japan’s actions are a logical
course of action to keep China
from growing aggressive, said
Edward Luttwak, senior associ-
ate with the Center for Strategic
and International Studies, who re-

cently discussed regional strategy
with Japanese officials in Tokyo.

“First people try to reinforce
themselves, to increase their abil-
ity to operate — in the case of
Japan, to remove obstacles to col-
lective security,” Luttwak later told
reporters. “You do low-cost things
like that, then you start building a
little more force. But then you re-
ally do alliance [building].”

Japan is reaching out to coun-
tries throughout the region, sev-
eral of whom have territorial
disputes with China, to forge clos-
er security ties.

Its closest relationship remains
with the United States. Military
officials say they expect Keen
Sword, which included about
30,000 Japanese troops and 10,000
total U.S. personnel from all four
mllnary branches, to continue
growing in complexity.

“We work with them all year,
but then at the end of the year we
have a large, complicated difficult
scenario where we're challenged
in all aspects of our warfare
areas,” Alexander said. “It’s the
equivalent of a Super Bowl train-
ing exercise.”

slavin.erik@stripes.com
Twitter:@eslavin_stripes
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EUROPE

in a dance

Teens revel in
arts immersion

DODDS-Europe students come together for
weeklong Creative Connections workshops

By JENNIFER H. SvAN
Stars and Stripes

OBERWESEL, Germany — If
there’s a downside to spending
almost a full week out of school
making art with like-minded stu-
dents at a rustic retreat overlook-
ing the Rhine River, it’s this: It
doesn’t last long enough.

More than 160 students from
military schools across Europe
are participating this week in
Creative Connections, a series of
intensive workshops in the visual
and performing arts taught by
DODDS-Europe art, drama and
music teachers.

Students arrived at the Ober-
wesel youth hostel Sunday night
and have four days to practice and
create before Thursday night’s art
show and stage performance.

“Every night I do a feedback
session with the kids,” said Hope
Matthews, the fine arts coordina-
tor for Department of Defense De-
pendents Schools-Europe. “They
all said the only problem with Cre-
ative Connections is it just lasts
one week. ‘We need two weeks."

“They love it,” added Matthews,
who is the Creative Connections
project officer.

Student interest in exploring the
arts in depth hasn’t waned since
the program’s inception more
than 30 years ago, organizers
said. This year was no exception.
More than 500 applications were
received, with a panel of DODDS

judges choosing 12 to 16 partici-
pants for each class. Students said
they were required to submit sam-
ples of their work, teacher recom-
mendations and an essay about
themselves and their interest in
Creative Connections.

They could apply for one of
11 workshops, from guitar and
strings to calligraphy, oil pastels
and show choir.

“Participation at Creative Con-
nections is the equivalent of a se-
mester’s worth of art, packed into
four and a half days,” said Lynn
Soeby, Creative Connections per-
forming arts coordinator and a
music teacher at Sigonella Middle/
High School in Sicily. “This is their
opportunity to be amongst stu-
dents who are like them. They’re
enriched by this experience, by
making art, creating with their
peers who love to create as much
as they do.”

The chance to collaborate with
students who love to break dance
or spin a pirouette, belt out a
Broadway tune, or perfect their
watercolor techniques was espe-
cially valuable for participants
from some of DODDS-Europe’s
smaller schools.

Tan Boggs and Jan Myckle Oli-
var, juniors at Naples High School
in Italy, were the only boys in the
dance “creative choreography”
workshop. Both applied because of
their interest in hip-hop and break
dancing. Boggs became hooked on
dance in eighth grade after he saw

C

Members of the show choir
ius/Let the

at
In” on Tuesday.

Video of students participating
in Creative Connections at: .

stripes.com/go/creative

a YouTube video “of a guy doing
dubstep,” a genre of electronic
dance music.

Boggs said there are probably
only “two other people” at their
school who share their interest in
dance. At Creative Connections,
they’re channeling their love of
dance into other styles, such as
ballet and jazz. “You can express
yourself,” Boggs said.

Matthew Phillips, a junior at
Alconbury High School in the
United Kingdom returning to
Creative Connections for a second
time, seemed to relish the chance
to express himself. During Tues-
day’s drama rehearsals, he drew
loud laughs from his fellow thes-
pians for his part in his group’s
dream sequence. Phillips’ dream
— or nightmare — was going to
school naked, an awkward situa-
tion in real life that Phillips aced
in make-believe, running off the
stage in horror while trying to
cover up.

This year, the drama students
were divided into three groups
and had to write and act their
own scripts around the theme of
storytelling.

Showtimes

Teachers, parents and school ad-
ministrators are invited to the art
exhibition at 5:30 p.m. Thurs-
day. The evening performance
starts at 7, and will also be live-
streamed at doddshost.net.

Phillips returned for a Creative
Connections encore to be with
other students who share his in-
terest in drama and performing,
he said.

“I'm meeting new people to
create art and perform because I
don’t get the opportunity to per-
form at Alconbury a lot,” he said.

For Graciela Vazquez, a fresh-
man at Vicenza High School in
Italy, being at Creative Connec-
tions is a chance to play an instru-
ment she first dreamed about as a
young girl.

“I watched this movie on the
Disney Channel when I was really,
really little, 8 or 9 years old,” she
said. “The girl on the movie was
playing the upright bass. I thought
it was really cool that a girl played
an instrument that big.”

When it came time to choose an
instrument in sixth-grade band in

Puotos BY MichaeL ABrams/Stars and Stripes

Patrick Loynd, of Brussels,
mixes his colors in the
watercolor workshop.

Georgia, Vazquez chose the up-
right bass.

Vicenza doesn’t have a school
orchestra — or an upright bass.
Vazquez had to practice her music
for Creative Connections — given
to students in advance — on a bass
guitar.

The upright bass she was as-
signed was from Ramstein. It ar-
rived Monday.

“So far it’s been amazing,” she
said. “There’s a lot of talented peo-
ple here.”

Creative Connections is also
hard work. Students can’t just sit
back on their talent; they’re ex-
pected to come in prepared, ready
to jump into their chosen art with
focus and determination. The in-
structors, meanwhile, have their
work cut out for them as well, as
they look for ways to challenge an
already talented group of kids.

“They’re good, that’s why
they’re here,” said Jessica Spen-
cer, an art teacher at Alconbury
High School who is an assistant
for a mixed-media art workshop
at Creative Connections. “But
how do we push them personally
forward? Sometimes we get tears;
sometimes it’s hard. It’s heart and
soul. It’s intense.”

svan.jennifer@stripes.com
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Women: Camp Lejeune task force being used to assess gender integration

FROM FRONT PAGE

He noted that individuals who
weren’t white and male were long
unfairly denied their rights and
opportunities, but American soci-
ety has changed.

He said giving people a chance
to succeed and maximize their
talents is “the right thing to do.”

Some inside and outside the
military oppose opening up com-
bat roles to women due to con-
cerns they won’t be up to the task
and it will harm unit cohesion.

Hagel acknowledged the chal-
lenges ahead.

“Iknow it is not easy. I know we
are dealing with cultural issues,”
he said.

He noted the military has suc-
cessfully integrated other exclud-
ed groups.

In 2010, the ban on gays and
lesbians serving openly in the
military was repealed. In 1948,
President Harry Truman banned
racial segregation in the armed
forces. Both were controversial
at the time.

Hagel is familiar with the chal-
lenges and culture of the combat
arms. He served as an Army
infantryman in Vietnam and re-
ceived two Purple Hearts after
being wounded in action.

“Cultures are important ... and
a culture has to be factored into”
policy decisions, Hagel said. But
“everyone deserves an opportu-

Jon HarpeR/Stars and Stripes

A female Marine congratulates another Marine Wednesday after

firing a rocket launcher during trai

nity to succeed and do whatever
he or she believes they are ca-
pable of doing. It doesn’t mean we
change [performance] standards,
but it does mean that we open up
new opportunities for all of our
people. ... And that’s what we’re
doing here.”

Evaluating performance

The Marine Corps’ Ground
Combat Element Integrated Task
Force at Camp Lejeune is being
used to assess the implications
of gender integration and gather
data about the performance of fe-

ing at Camp Lejeune, N.C.

male troops.

About 100 female and 550 male
Marines will be part of the task
force when it gets up to full man-
ning levels. During the intensive
16-week evaluation course, which
began in October and continues
to February, women are perform-
ing the same tactical tasks as
their male counterparts in com-
bat specialties like infantry, artil-
lery and armor.

Cpl. Raquel Mathieu said it’s
been more difficult for the men
in her provisional infantry unit
to adjust because the female Ma-
rines already served in mixed-

gender support units.

“It took a little bit of time for
them to get to know how to work
with females,” she said.

She said the male Marines have
been supportive.

“In my platoon [no one ever
said], ‘Females can’t do this, fe-
males can’t do that’ We were
always encouraging everybody
to do the same thing,” she said.
“The males help push the females
along.”

Col. Matthew St. Clair, the
commander of the task force, said
things are going well. “I'm very
pleased with where we are right
now,” he told reporters.

But it’s too soon to compare
the task force units’ performance
to that of all-male combat units,
St. Clair said, because they have
been together only a few weeks,
and the female Marines come in
at a major disadvantage. Most
of the male Marines in the task
force have been in their combat
military occupational specialties
for two or three years, whereas
the females have had only basic
levels of specialty training.

He said the biggest challenge is
to “get them all on kind of the same
playing field so that they all have a
baseline level of proficiency and
efficiency in the different occupa-
tions in which they’re serving.”

After they finish the training
at Lejeune, the men and women

of the task force will go to other
training bases for the final phase
of evaluation.

Changing the policy

The services, under orders to
integrate women into new posi-
tions and units no later than Jan.
1, 2016, are conducting assess-
ments to develop, review and val-
idate gender-neutral individual
occupational specialty standards.
To keep an occupational specialty
or unit closed to women, the ser-
vices must make a case based on
the evaluations and get the secre-
tary of Defense’s approval.

There has been speculation
that the Marine Corps and the
other services will ask the sec-
retary to keep special operations
forces all-male.

“We’re not presupposing” that
any occupational specialties need
to remain closed, said a Marine
Corps official who briefed report-
ers about the process on condition
of anonymity. “We’re going to go
where the data [from the assess-
ments] takes us.”

Hagel did not say whether he
would be amenable to barring
women from certain combat jobs.
His remarks suggested the jus-
tification bar to keep any doors
shut will be high.

harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes
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Congress hears testimony
on VA suicide overhaul bill

By Travis J. TRITTEN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — A proposed
review and expansion of Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs suicide
prevention programs is gaining
steam in Congress during the
lame-duck session.

Mothers of two servicemem-
bers who committed suicide were
set to testify late Wednesday in
support of the Clay Hunt Suicide
Prevention Act in the Senate,
where a group of Republicans
and two Democrats introduced
the bill this week. House lawmak-
ers were slated to review their
version of the legislation later in
the day.

It was a strong signal that law-
makers might consider passage
before the close of the congres-
sional session at the end of the
year, according to Iraq and Af-
ghanistan Veterans of America,
which has pushed the legislation.
The bill mandates new resources
and an outside review of VA ef-
forts to reduce what the military
calls a suicide epidemic, especial-
ly among younger vets returning
from the past 13 years of war.

“While this bill won’t fix every-

thing, it is a big step in the right
direction,” Sen. Richard Burr,
R-N.C., ranking member on the
Senate Veterans Affairs Commit-
tee, said during the bill hearing.

Itis estimated that about 22 vet-
erans commit suicide each day.

Burr joined fellow Republicans
including Arizona Sen. John Mc-
Cain and Sens. Richard Blumen-
thal, D-Conn., and Joe Manchin,
D-WVa., to introduce the bill
Monday.

Susan Selke, the mother of Ma-
rine veteran Clay Hunt, spoke to
reporters before she was slated to
testify in front of Burr’s commit-
tee, saying she met privately with
VA Secretary Bob McDonald on
Tuesday about the legislation and
was told he would support it.

The bill requires the indepen-
dent review of suicide prevention
programs to determine which
work and what changes should
be made. It also would create a
new website to link veterans with
mental health care services and
provide incentives for psychia-
trists to join the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

Hunt survived a brush with a
sniper’s bullet during combat in
Iraq and became an advocate for

suicide prevention. He struggled
with post-traumatic stress and
survivor’s guilt, and took his own
life in 2011 at the age of 28.

Selke, who was to testify with
the mother of a Vermont National
Guard combat vet, said she just
learned of a new suicide among
members of her son’s old unit,
and that suicide has now claimed
as many victims of the unit as
combat did.

Alexander Nicholson, legisla-
tive director for IAVA, said the
Clay Hunt Act is a first step to-
ward stemming the deaths and
figuring out how to improve the
VA mental health care system.

House lawmakers have indi-
cated they will take a floor vote
on the bill during the lame-duck
session, a critical step toward it
becoming law, Nicholson said.

The Senate may not be able to
craft its version and complete the
process of getting it to a floor vote.
Nicholson said Majority Leader
Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev., indicated
to the group that he may consider
allowing a fast-track floor vote
that might make taking action on
the suicide measure impossible.

tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten

Air Force major sick
on return from Africa

By Curis CARROLL
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — An Air
Force officer is being monitored
at William Beaumont Army Med-
ical Center at Fort Bliss, Texas,
after returning sick Tuesday from
deployment to a mission fighting
Ebola in West Africa, military of-
ficials said.

The airman, a major who is not
being identified, did not have an
elevated temperature and has
symptoms that medical person-
nel say are more in line with food
poisoning or stomach flu, Fort
Bliss spokesman Lt. Col. Lee Pe-
ters said.

A Defense official speaking on
the condition of anonymity said
the servicemember, who arrived
on a planeload of 68 troops re-
turning from Africa, was ill when
he boarded the plane, but had
been tested and found not to have
Ebola before leaving.

Officials said the airman had
had no contact with potentially
infected locals. Since the opera-
tion began in September, military
leaders have said U.S. troops are
deploying primarily to help with
command and control and logisti-
cal matters, and would not be in-
volved in treating patients.

In accordance with protocols

Officers’ Club

243-5030

traditional Thanksgiving buffet. Make your reservations

Club Takemiya

being followed at Fort Bliss, the
airman was separated from the
other troops upon landing and
isolated at the medical center for
72 hours of testing and observa-
tion, Peters said.

If he is well at the end of the
three-day period, he’ll be placed
with the other returning troops,
who are undergoing a mandatory
21-day quarantine at Fort Bliss in
accordance with Defense Depart-
ment policies.

Nearly 2,400 U.S. troops are
now serving in Operation United
Assistance in Liberia, one of the
countries where a record Ebola
outbreak has killed more than
5,000 Africans.

There are signs the outbreak
is slowing, however, and the Pen-
tagon said Wednesday that plans
for up to 17 Ebola treatment units
have been scaled back to just 10
units, seven of which will have
half the number of beds original-
ly planned.

Troops continue to prepare to
deploy. On Thursday, Secretary
of Defense Chuck Hagel signed
an order authorizing the deploy-
ment of about 2,100 Army Na-
tional Guard and Army Reserve
soldiers to Africa to replace de-
ployed troops.

carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

246-8077

Mongolian BBQ

Tuesday from 1700 to 2100 in Kosano Dining Room
“Make-Your-Own” Mongolian bowl is only 75¢ per ounce
and you get yours free when you guess the correct price
within 5¢. Open to all hands.

Thanksgiving Day Feast

Thursday, November 27 from 1100 to 1900 in Kosano Dining Room
We offer an abundant Thanksgiving Day Feast with all
the traditional fare to include Roasted Turkey, Honey
Glazed Ham and much, much more! Call 243-5030 and
make your reservations today. Adults $20.95 / Kids 8-11
$10.95/4-7 $8.95 Open to All Hands!

CPO Club 243-5506

today. Call 243-5506 for details. $19.95 Adults - $7.95
Kids 4-7

Club Alliance

243-3000

CPO Club Dining room is open to all hands all the time!
Lunch Buffet

Monday through Friday from 1100 to 1330

Offering a large variety of all-you-can eat lunch buffet
including our famous Asian and Continental specials.
Dining room Open to all Hands. Only $9

Celebrate Thanksgiving at the CPO Club

Thursday, November 27 from 1100 to 1700

Bring your family and friends and indulge in mouth-wa-
tering turkey and pumpkin pie at the CPO Club's

Juicy Prime Rib

Thursdays form 1700 to 2045 in Italian Gardens Restaurant
Enjoy our delicious prime rib slow cooked to perfection
and served with a baked potato, veggies, soup and salad.
$15.95

November Pizza of the Month: Caesar Chicken Pizza
Grilled chicken breast topped with our house blend of
mozzarella, provolone cheese, Caesar dressing and
Romaine lettuce. This delight is always cooked in front of
you in our brick oven. Small $4.95 | Medium $9.95 | Large
$15.95

Thanksgiving Dinner

Thursday, November 27 in 1400 to 2000 in Italian Gardens Restaurant
Prepaid tickets available at the cash cage on Saturday
November 1. Enjoy a 5-course, home cooked Thanksgiv-
ing dinner with your friends and family in cozy Italian
Gardens. With our friendly service and familiar favorites
like turkey, ham, sweet potatoes and more, you'll feel
like you're back at home! Only $24.95 (Adult) and $12.95
(Child 11 & under) Seating is limited, so buy your tickets
early!

November is Month of the Military Family

Kids 11 and under eat FREE for DINNER! Dine with us and
for every adult entrée purchased, 1 child in your group
may select a complimentary kid's meal from the
children’s menu.

Thanksgiving Day Buffet

Thursday, November 27 from 1100 to 1800

Enjoy a traditional All-American Thanksgiving meal
accompanied with a your favorite sides, salads and
desserts.

Negishi Club 242-4151
November is Month of the Military Family

Kids 11 and under eat FREE for DINNER! Dine with us and for
every adult entrée purchased, 1 child in your group may
select a complimentary kid's meal from the children’s
menu.

Thanksgiving Day Buffet

Thursday, November 27 from 1100 to 1800

Enjoy your Thanksgiving Day. ... let us do the cooking
and the cleaning! This year we will feature a traditional
All-American Thanksgiving meal accompanied with your
favorite sides, salads and desserts!
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Phone app for VA appointments advances

By Travis J. TRITTEN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Department
of Veterans Affairs appointments
via cellphone app are about to
move closer to reality.

On Friday, the VA will ask com-
panies to make proposals for a new

patient wait-time scandal and rife
with security flaws that put mil-
lions of patients’ personal infor-
mation at risk to hackers.

“We are expecting to get capa-
bility online in [fiscal year] ’15,”
said Stephen Warren, executive in
charge and chief information of-
ficer at the VA Office of Informa-

mobile application for

tion and Tecl

care at its nationwide network of
hospitals and clinics, officials said
during testimony Tuesday in the
House.

Eventually, the app could allow
veterans to request an appoint-
ment and see available slots. It
is part of the agency’s effort to
overhaul a decades-old electronic
scheduling system implicated in a

y.

The VA expects to award the
contract in March and begin roll-
ing out a new overall scheduling
system and the app during the
following two years, Warren said
during a Veterans Affairs Com-
mittee hearing.

He said recent advances in on-
line scheduling technology used
by commercial sites convinced the

VA that veteran self-scheduling is
a realistic solution for the agency.

Beyond more convenience for
patients, the overhaul of the VA
computer system will alsoimprove
security that have been a long-
standing problem for the existing
VISTA computer system, which
was built by the government and
has its roots in the 1980s, Warren
said.

“More than five years ago, se-
curity was not ily a ke;

a variety of gaming techniques
with the system, including can-
celing appointment requests and
re-entering them closer to actual
appointment dates to make waits
appear shorter.

In the Phoenix VA hospital sys-
tem, local staff turned off a func-
tion in the computer system that
kept a record trail for auditors,
making investigations difficult,
said Sondra McCauley, deputy as-

design feature when we were de-
livering a new service,” he said.
Audits found the antiquated
VISTA system allowed VA sched-
ulers to manipulate electronic ap-
pointment records to conceal long
delays in patient care. Staff used

istant i general for audits
and evaluations for the VA inspec-
tor general.

McCauley, who also testified
before the House, said the IG has
known about serious ongoing se-
curity problems in the VISTA sys-
tem for the past 12 years. The VA

cannot properly scan its systems
for non-Windows devices and has
delayed installing security patch-
es on individual computers for
years in some cases.

That means millions of veter-
ans’ personal medical and iden-
tity information are vulnerable to
being stolen, she said.

Rep. David Roe, R-Tenn., said
the new scheduling system should
take a page from the airline indus-
try, which can seat passengers in a
complex network of flights.

“I hope the scheduling system
works better than the one they
have now — it’s terrible,” Roe
said.

tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten

Report faults VA
for ongoing flaws
in security of data

By WyarT OLsoN
Stars and Stripes

The Department of Veterans Af-
fairs still has not taken adequate
steps to protect private data de-
spite security flaws that have been
exploited by hackers, according to
a report by the Government Ac-
countability Office.

“Until VA fully addresses iden-
tified security weaknesses, its
systems and the information they
contain — including veterans’ per-
sonal information — will be at an
increased risk of unauthorized ac-
cess, modification, disclosure, or
loss,” concluded the report, issued
Monday.

The VA oversees a massive
system, with more than 300,000
employees. It administers health
care and other benefits to about 22
million veterans and their fami-
lies through the Veterans Health
Administration, the Veterans Ben-
efits Administration and the Na-
tional Cemetery Administration.

Several incidents in the past few
years have highlighted weakness-
es in the VA’s information system.

The system was hacked in
2010 by attackers who exploited
weak technical controls within
the agency. In January this year,
a software defect in the VA’s eB-
enefits system, an application that
is used by almost 3 million veter-
ans to receive services, gave users
unfettered access to information
about other veterans. The private
data of about 1,300 veterans or
their dependents was potentially
viewed by others, the report said.

The VA has taken some steps to
patch network vulnerabilities and
is now required to submit monthly
reports to Congress detailing pri-
vate data breaches. For example,
in October the report stated that
the data of 765 veterans had been
affected by incidents such as
lost/stolen devices and incorrect
mailings.

The GAO report found, however,

that the agency had not yet taken
adequate steps to fully protect its
network.

In the wake of a 2012 cyberat-
tack by “malicious outsiders,” the
VA’s Network and Security Opera-
tions Center took steps to remedi-
ate network weaknesses that had
been exploited.

“However, VA could not dem-
onstrate the effectiveness of its ef-
forts because staff could not locate
the associated forensics analysis
report or other key materials,”
Gregory Wilshusen, the GAO’s
director of information security
issues, said during testimony
Tuesday before the House Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

“Without preserving such evi-
dence, VA will be unable to dem-
onstrate the effectiveness of its
incident-response measures and
may be hindered in assisting law
enforcement agencies in inves-
tlgatmg and prosecuting cyber
crimes.”

In addition, the VA had yet to
even address the underlying vul-
nerability that allowed the 2012
intrusion, Wilshusen said.

Part of the problem is that VA
policy doesn’t allow the NSOC full
access to the agency’s computer
networks.

The VA has also been slow to
apply critical “patches” to vulner-
abilities identified in software, the
report said. As of May, the VA had
not applied patches to the 10 most
critical vulnerabilities identified
by department security scans,
even though some patches had
been available for more than two
years.

The report noted, however, that
the VA is in the process of hard-
ening its network to breaches. It
has established an organization to
oversee remediation of vulnerabil-
ities and is working on creation of
a database to track the implemen-
tation of patches and other fixes.

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
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2006. A military judge has

guards
delayed a heanng on a challenge by a Muslm prisoner to the use of female guards at the prison.

Resolution of dispute over female
guards at Gitmo delayed to 2015

The Associated Press

MIAMI — A resolution of a
dispute over the use of female
guards inside the secret Camp 7
at the Guantanamo Bay prison
will have to wait until at least Jan-
uary, a U.S. military judge ruled
Tuesday.

Navy Capt. J.K. Waits agreed
to a request by lawyers for an al-
leged al-Qaida commander to put
off a hearing on the issue at the
U.S. base in Cuba, according to
Army Lt. Col. Myles B. Caggins,
a Pentagon spokesman.

Lawyers for Abd al-Hadi al-
Iraqi asked to put it off because of
delays collecting evidence.

Waits left in place, over the
objections of government pros-
ecutors, an earlier order that re-
quires the military to use only
male guards to move al-Hadi at
least while he considers whether
to issue a permanent injunction.

Al-Hadi is facing trial by mili-

tary commission at Guantanamo
for war crimes. The case is in the
pretrial stage and a trial date has
not been scheduled.

His lawyers say al-Hadi began
refusing to meet with them in re-
cent months because the military
had resumed including female
guards among the escort teams
that move him around the prison.
His lawyers took it up with the
judge, arguing that the issue was
a violation of his Muslim faith,
which prohibits physical contact
with females unless he is related
or married to them, and inter-
fered with his legal representa-
tion on charges that could get him
life in prison.

The objection to physical con-
tact with female guards has also
been raised by several other pris-
oners held in Camp 7, a secret
unit for about 15 men designated
by the Pentagon as “high-value
detainees” but has not yet come
before a judge handling their

cases. The U.S. holds a total of 148
prisoners at the U.S. base.

Military officials say it would
amount to gender discrimination
to ban women from taking part
in the escorting of prisoners in-
side Camp 7. Prosecutors argued
in a written motion that taking
women out of the rotation would
also “place additional strain and
responsibilities” on the male
guard force.

Click today...cash today~
www.militaryloans.com
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Study: Telemedicine counseling effective

By MarTiN Kuz
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Traveling long distanc-
es to health clinics presents one of the biggest
obstacles to military veterans in rural areas
seeking and sticking with therapy for post-
traumatic stress disorder.

A new study released Thursday suggests
that telemedicine aids their access to care
and increases the likelihood they will follow
through with months of intensive counseling
that can heal war’s inner wounds.

The yearlong study, published online in the
medical journal JAMA Psychiatry and fund-
ed by the Department of Veterans Affairs, ex-
amined 265 veterans with severe PTSD who
live in rural settings.

One group of participants received counsel-
ing from behavioral health clinicians through
interactive video and phone calls. Members in
a second group could seek in-person care at
VA medical centers and outpatient clinics run
by the Veterans Health Administration.

Ateamofresearchers found that those coun-
seled via remote methods were eight times

as likely to complete at least eight sessions
of cognitive processing therapy, considered
the minimum “therapeutic dose” for treating
post-traumatic stress
disorder. The same

The group showed greater
improvement in their

researchers symptoms for PTSD

concluded and depression.

The researchers,
who included Dr.
Paula Schnurr, acting
executive  director
of the VA’s National
Center for PTSD,
concluded that the
need to travel long
distances “likely dis-
couraged” veterans
in the second group
from engaging in
counseling.

Based on the results, the researchers de-
scribed telemedicine as a “promising model”
for counseling former servicemembers in
rural areas.

The survey, while small in scale, offers one

that the need
to travel long

discouraged’
veterans from
engaging in
counseling.

possible solution for easing the burden on a
VA system overwhelmed by demand for men-
tal health services.

More than 1.3 million veterans received be-
havioral health care at the VA’s nearly 1,000
hospitals and clinics in 2012, an increase of
almost 400,000 from six years earlier.

An estimated 20 percent to 30 percent of the
2.6 million troops who served in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan suffer from post-traumatic stress
disorder, and overall, 22 veterans commit sui-
cide every day nationwide.

The lack of VA facilities in rural areas has
spurred the agency to send out so-called
“choice cards” to 670,000 veterans who live
more than 40 miles from a VA hospital or
clinic. The cards, mailed this month, cover
medical costs of former military members
who seek care at local hospitals.

The VA also plans to develop a cellphone app
that will enable veterans to schedule appoint-
ments. Agency officials expect the app and
an overhauled scheduling system to become
available over the next two years.

kuz.martin@stripes.com
Twitter: @MartinKuz

Turkey: Plan to train Syrian rebels not final

From staff and wire reports

ISTANBUL — Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan
says no final decisions have been
reached for Turkey to start train-
ing rebels fighting the Islamic
State and Syrian government
forces.

AU.S. military delegation spent
two days late last week in Ankara
discussing details of the train-

and-equip mission, but Erdogan’s
remarks raises doubt about when
training could start.

He spoke to reporters before
leaving on a trip to Algeria.

A Defense Department spokes-
man on Wednesday said the plan-
ning for training of the moderate
op-position in Turkey is moving
forward.

“We've had very productive
meetings and consultations with

the Turks,” Col. Steve Warren
told re-porters at the Pentagon.
“I'm not aware of any final deci-
sions on locations or numbers or
time lines, but our meetings have
been productive and encourag-
ing, and the Turks have already
publicly said that they will sup-
port training members of the
moderate opposition.”

The issue will be among topics
that retired Marine Gen. John

Allen, the U.S. envoy for the in-
ternational coalition to counter
IS, will have Wednesday with
Turkish officials in Ankara.

Erdogan said the coalition
still has not taken steps toward a
comprehensive strategy in Syria,
which he insists must be focused
on the removal of President
Bashar Assad.

Stars and Stripes reporter Chris Carroll
contributed to this report.

USAFE officer named
as AFCENT nominee

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — A high-level Air Force offi-
cer with Europe ties is President
Barack Obama’s nominee to be
the next commander for U.S. Air
Forces Central Command, Air
Combat Command, the Pentagon
announced Wednesday.

If confirmed, Maj. Gen. Charles
Q. Brown Jr. would take command
at Al Udeid Air Base, Qatar.

Since March 2014 Brown has
been
director
operations,
strategic
deterrence
and nuclear
integration
for U.S. Air
Forces  in
Europe and
Air  Forces
Africa at
Ramstein
Air Base.

The general was nominated
to receive a third star. He would
succeed Lt. Gen. John Hester-
man III, who has directed U.S.
Air Forces Central Command
since July 2013. The Pentagon
hasn’t announced a new assign-
ment for Hesterman.

Before coming to Europe,
Brown was for nearly a year the
deputy commander for U.S. Air
Forces Central Command and
deputy for the Combined Force
Air Component Commander, U.S.
Central Command, Southwest
Asia.

From 2009 to 2011, Brown com-
manded the 31st Fighter Wing at
Aviano Air Base, Italy.

From staff reports
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Open Skies:
Treaty offers
‘avenue for
diplomacy’

FROM FRONT PAGE

“Most of the world has no idea
this treaty even exists,” said Navy
Cmdr. Chris “Half” Nelson, who
is overseeing the mission over
Russia this week. “Whenever I
mention that Russians fly aircraft
over the U.S. taking pictures, it
blows people’s minds.”

President Dwight D. Eisenhow-
er proposed the treaty in 1955
— in an era when people feared
mutually assured nuclear de-
struction — as a means of build-
ing confidence that neither side
was preparing to attack. It wasn’t
signed until after the collapse
of the Soviet Union in 1991 and
didn’t come into force until Rus-
sia ratified it a decade later.

Nelson said Sunday that the
U.S. has conducted 17 Open Skies
missions so far this year, includ-
ing three over Ukraine, which is
also a signatory to the treaty.

Two of the Ukraine flights were
conducted in March and April in
response to unrest in that coun-
try, where the ouster of the pro-
Russia president after months of
protests was followed by Russia’s
annexation of the Crimean penin-
sula and its backing of separatists
in the Russian-speaking east.

“Based on world events, there
was a certain tension (during the
Ukraine flights),” Nelson said, al-
though the turmoil below wasn’t
obvious from the air.

When Malaysia Airlines Flight
17 was shot down over Ukraine in
July, killing 283 passengers and
15 crew, it shocked Open Skies
personnel, who conduct missions
in Boeing OC-135Bs, which are
similar in design to civilian pas-
senger jets.

“Absolutely we thought about
it (the risk that they might have
been shot down, too),” Nelson
said.

This year, the U.S. — which
flies European Open Skies mis-
sions out of Royal Air Force
Mildenhall in England — began
flights to Siberia out of Yokota Air
Base, Japan.

The Open Skies treaty specifies
the equipment that observers can
use. Right now that means old-
style wet-film cameras with lim-
ited resolution, Nelson said.

“They are able to identify the
difference between a plane and a
tank or a truck, but we can’t tell
the type of aircraft or vehicle,” he
said.

Aircraft are more flexible ob-
servation platforms than satel-
lites, which move on predictable
orbits and are tracked by Russia,
said Carl Baker, director of pro-
grams at the Pacific Forum think
tank in Hawaii.

“Now that relations have soured
(between Russia and the West),
there is probably interest in dem-
onstrating that capability on both
sides,” he said.

Open Skies can provide useful
information about Russian troop
movements, including personnel
and equipment heading toward

PHotos By SeTH Rossow/Stars and Stripes

An OC-135B Open Skies observation plane sits on the runway at Yokota Air Base, Japan, on Saturday. The plane has been conducting

surveillance missions over Russia.

#1 looked at Russia as an
adversary, but now it’s a
very different landscape.
Here | am operating with
my Russian counterparts,
conducting observation

missions for peace,

security and stability. 7

Cmdr. Chris “Half” Nelson
U.S. Navy

the Ukrainian border, Baker
said.

In the east, the U.S. and its al-
lies would be interested in Rus-
sian naval assets following the
deployment of Russian warships
off the coast of Australia during
President Vladimir Putin’s visit
for the G-20 meeting during this
past weekend.

“There probably is some inter-
est in seeing if there is a serious
naval build-up in Kamchatka and
Vladivostok,” Baker said of the
areas where Russia bases its Pa-
cific Fleet. “It’s a spot we wanted
to look at during the Cold War.”

It’s notable that Open Skies
missions are still going on even as
Russia cuts back its cooperation
with the West in other areas.

Russia recently pulled out of
a 2016 Nuclear Security Summit
in response to sanctions imposed
by the U.S. and its allies over
Ukraine. Russia has also gradu-
ally withdrawn from the Cooper-
ative Threat Reduction program
that provides U.S. support for
decommissioning nuclear, bio-
logical and chemical weapons
stockpiles in the old Soviet Union,
Baker said.

“The Open Skies treaty is one
avenue for diplomacy that is still
open,” Nelson said.

The treaty fixes points of entry
for the missions headed into Rus-
sia. In the west, they must enter
at Kubinka; in the east, they start
at Ulan-Ude. Russian observa-
tion missions over the U.S. must
start at Travis Air Force Base in
California or Dulles International
Airport in Virginia, Nelson said.

Once they enter Russia, the
Open Skies personnel have 96

hours to complete their observa-
tion flights and another 24 hours
to depart. They are allowed to fly
over any part of Russia, he said.

Typically, 36 personnel are
aboard, including half a dozen
Russian personnel and four ob-
servers from other treaty nations.
The aircraft normally flies at
30,000 feet, although it can drop
as low as 10,000 feet to take pho-
tographs, Nelson said.

During a career as an F-14
Tomcat pilot, Nelson trained for
aerial combat with Russian MiG
fighters.

“I'looked at Russia as an adver-
sary, but now it’s a very different
landscape,” he said of his work
with Open Skies. “Here I am op-
erating with my Russian coun-
terparts in Russia, conducting
observation missions for peace,
security and stability.”

The Open Skies personnel get
along well with their Russian
counterparts, who got a tour of
San Francisco during a recent
observation mission in the U.S.
Between flights in Russia, the
U.S. personnel sample local cul-
ture and food, said Nelson, who
has acquired three sets of ma-
tryoshka dolls and flown over the
Kremlin and Red Square.

“For the most part, very few
people get to fly over Russia, pe-
riod, but for sure over Siberia and
eastern Russia,” he said.

The land of the Gulag Archipel-
ago, as seen from the air, is a vast
landscape — mostly pine forests
and snow-covered tundra with a
northeast coast of steep, snow-
covered cliffs, Nelson said.

robson.seth@stripes.com
Twitter: @SethRobson
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Pendleton Fisher House underway

By JENNIFER HLAD
Stars and Stripes

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. —
When then-Marine Commandant
Gen. James Amos dedicated the
Fisher House at Naval Hospital
Camp Lejeune, N.C., he thanked
the Fisher House Foundation but
said the work wasn’t finished.

“You know, we're going to need
one of these at Camp Pendleton,”
Amos said, according to Derek
Donovan, vice president of pro-
grams and community relations
for the Fisher House Foundation.

Nearly four years later, officials
broke ground Tuesday on what
will be the second Fisher House
on a Marine Corps base.

Fisher Houses provide free
temporary lodging for families of
injured andill troops and veterans
so parents, children and spouses
can stay nearby while their loved
ones receive treatment.

Family support is an “abso-
lutely essential ingredient” in the
healing process, said Brig. Gen.
Joaquin Malavet, deputy com-
mander of I Marine Expedition-
ary Force.

“We are building a foundation,”
he said, of a place to “foster unity
and health.”

The first Fisher Houses opened
in 1991 at the National Naval
Medical Center in Bethesda, Md.,
and Walter Reed Army Medical
Center in Washington. The first
one in southern California opened
in 1992, at San Diego Naval Medi-
cal Center, which got a second in
2008.

The Pendleton facility will be
the 65th Fisher House but the
first to be paid for by just one
sponsor, with a $2.65 million do-

From left: Derek Donovan, Fisher House F
relations; Capt. Mark Kobelja, Camp F

w4
Jennirer Huap/Stars and Stripes

and

+ Brig. Gen. Joaw in Malavet,

1 Marine Expednmnary Force deputy commander; and John Mateczun, UnltedHealthcare Military &

nation from the United Health
Foundation — established by
UnitedHealthcare, the contractor
that administers health care for
Tricare’s West Region.

The completed facility will be
roughly 8,000 square feet and in-
clude eight suites. Officials said
they expect it to serve more than
280 families each year.

Though Fisher Houses have
come to be associated with troops
wounded in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, this facility is more likely
to serve families of Marines who
get injured or fall ill in southern
California.

Camp Pendleton Naval Hospi-
tal routinely has two or three pa-

International School
Kaiserslautern

November 24,
9-11em & 2-4 pm

tients in the intensive care unit,
hosts several surgeries each day
and delivers dozens of babies each
month, said Navy Capt. Mark Ko-
belja, the hospital’s commander.
Marine recruits and troops sta-
tioned 165 miles away at Naval

X

break ground on a Fisher House at Camp Pendleton, Calif., on Tuesday.

Surface Warfare Center Port
Hueneme, Calif., or 220 miles
away at Marine Corps Air Station
‘Yuma, Ariz., also receive care at
Pendleton, Kobelja said.

hlad.| Jenmfer@strlpes com
Twitter: @jhla

Marine, 21, who died on
Okinawa is identified

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa
— The Marine Corps on Wednes-
day identified a Marine who died
after being found unconscious in
his quarters.

Lance Cpl. Michael Tuttle,
21, of Fountaintown, Ind., was
unresponsive when found in his
barracks room at Camp Kinser
Tuesday morning and was later
pronounced dead at U.S. Naval
Hospital Okinawa. No other de-
tails were available, and the cause
of death is under investigation.

Tuttle was assigned to 3rd
Maintenance Battalion, Combat
Logistics Regiment 35, 3rd Ma-
rine Logistics Group, III Marine
Expeditionary Force, according
to a Marine Corps statement.

“Lance Cpl. Michael Tuttle was
an integral part of the Electronic
Maintenance Company and 3rd
Maintenance Battalion team,”
his platoon commander, War-
rant Officer Joshua Thompson,
said in the statement. “His work
ethic and dedication to duty set
the standard for others. He was
constantly outgoing and always
brought a smile to everyone he
came in contact with.”

Tuttle is survived by his moth-
er and father, Misty and Michael,
as well as four siblings, the state-
ment said.

From staff reports
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GOP: New Senate will take
up defeated pipeline bill

By Dina CAPPIELLO
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Incoming
Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell is promising the new
Republican majority will move
quickly to resurrect Keystone
XL pipeline legislation killed by
Democrats, potentially setting up
an early 2015 veto confrontation
with President Barack Obama.

“I look forward to the new Re-
publican majority taking up and
passing the Keystone jobs bill
early in the new year,” the Ken-
tucky Republican said Tuesday,
shortly after the bill fell one vote
short of the 60 votes needed to ad-
vance. He was joined by incom-
ing Senate Energy Committee
Chairwoman Lisa Murkowski, R-
Alaska, who said the fight wasn’t
over.

The vote was a blow to Sen.
Mary Landrieu, D-La., who had
forced the issue onto the Senate
agenda, and who faces difficult
odds in a Dec. 6 runoff election
against Republican Rep. Bill Cas-
sidy. “I'm going to fight for the

people of my state until the day
that I leave, and I hope that will
not be soon,” she said.

Republicans are likely to have
enough votes to assure the bill’s
passage in January, when they
will have at least 53 seats — 54
if Cassidy wins the Louisiana
runoff.

“If you look at the new Con-
gress, you can count four more
(GOP seats) right away, and there
may be others,” Sen. John Ho-
even, of North Dakota, the lead
sponsor of the bill, said after the
59-41 vote Tuesday. “You can see
we're well over 60.”

Hoeven acknowledged that Re-
publicans would need 67 votes to
override a veto, but said one pos-
sibility is to include Keystone in
alarger energy package that may
not prompt a veto threat.

The vote was one of the last acts
of this Senate controlled by the
Democrats. It is expected to com-
plete its work by mid-December.

Cassidy, Landrieu’s Republican
opponent, said Louisiana families
“need better jobs, better wages
and better benefits,” and the pipe-

line would provide them.

Democratic divisions were on
vivid display in a bill that pitted
environmentalists against energy
advocates.

While Obama opposes the
measure, likely 2016 presiden-
tial candidate Hillary Rodham
Clinton has repeatedly refused
to take a position. Most recently,
her spokesman did not respond to
two requests over the weekend to
do so.

The project would move oil
from Canada into the United
States and eventually to the Texas
Gulf Coast. Supporters say it
would create jobs and ease Amer-
ican dependence on Middle East
oil. A government environmental
impact statement also predicts
that a pipeline would result in less
damage to the climate than mov-
ing the same oil by rail.

Critics argue that the drilling
itself is environmentally harm-
ful, and said much of the Canadi-
an crude would be exported with
little or no impact on America’s
drive for energy stability.

Not all House Republicans want to
take shutdown option off the table

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Top Repub-
licans say two things are clear:
Last year’s government shutdown
hurt the party. And Republicans
must not let the president’s pend-
ing immigration action bait them
into a repeat.

But some rank-and-file Repub-
lican lawmakers don’t see it that
way. They say another shutdown
must be an option if President
Barack Obama keeps his prom-
ise to halt by executive action the
threat of deportation for large
numbers of immigrants living in
the U.S. illegally.

The disagreement may force
Republican leaders to quell an in-
surrection just when they hope to
capitalize on what they consider a
presidential blunder.

Republican Rep. John Flem-
ing said he’s tired of conservative
pundits criticizing government
shutdowns “rather than saying,
‘Hey, this could be a good way of
holding the president’s feet to the
fire.”

Fleming, in language echoed
by numerous colleagues, said
his constituents “want us to use
every tool available to us to stop,
or in some way limit, executive
amnesty. They think it’s unlaw-
ful, it’s unconstitutional. To them
it’s shocking.”

Party leaders, however, would
like to shut down such talk of
shutdowns.

‘(My constituents)
want us to use every
tool available to us
to stop, or in some
way limit, executive
amnesty. They think
it's unlawful.”

Rep. John Fleming
-La.

“We will not be shutting the
government down,” soon-to-be
Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell has said repeatedly
since the Nov. 4 elections.

There’s evidence that it’s taken
congressional Republicans nearly
a year to overcome public anger
created when a budget impasse

over Republican efforts to repeal
Obama’s signature health care
law led to a partial government
shutdown in fall 2013. “Since
bottoming out at 28 percent dur-
ing the government shutdown,”
Gallup reported two months ago,
Americans’ favorable opinions of
the Republican Party “are nearly
back to pre-shutdown levels.” At
the same time, a majority still ex-
pressed unfavorable views of the
party, the poll showed.

Many Republican lawmakers
say they want to pass spending
bills that would specifically pre-
vent Obama from carrying out his
proposed immigration changes.
If, as widely expected, the presi-
dent vetoes such bills, numerous
House Republicans say closing
the government should be used
as a last option to force a major
political showdown and national
debate.

CaroLvn KasTer/AP

Sen. Mary Landrieu, D-La., leaves a news conference on Capitol Hill
in Washington on Tuesday after the Senate rejected a proposal to

Landrieu was the bill’s sponsor.

@ 062172920 *
US FLIGHTS WHY PAY MORE? www.abctravel.de/stripes

Fly Now - Pay Later

XL oil pipeline.

Travel Agency

Los Angeles..€ 542

San Francisco € 550
Washington .. € 452

Flights from 01 NOV 2014 - 16 DEC 2014 W
bility.

Departure from/to Germany RT. We accept US §.
Taxes included. Prices are based on availabil

... welcomes you to Wiesbaden!

Rheinstr. 31, 65185 Wiesbaden, 8th floor (on top)

& US starting September 10

No online delivery of Sunday order:

www.dr-von-seck.de | == I

& hotel forsthaus

WE APPRECIATE THE 70,000 SERVICE MEMBERS &
FAMILIES WHO HAVE STAYED WITH L
FREE BREAKFAST - HOT TUB
COMPLIMENTARY WIRELESS
FAMILY ROOMS & APARTMENTS
DOGS WELCOMED - AMERICAN OWNED
VAT FORMS ACCEPTED

- Visit Garmisch!
e  malki

Call 08824-9120 - www.forsthaus-ober.




Thursday, November 20, 2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

g Pace 11

NATION

Derex Gee, The BurraLo (N.Y.) News/AP

A massive band of lake-effect snow moves through the south of Buffalo, N.Y., on Tuesday. Several feet
of snow paralyzed the Buffalo area, stranding motorists on the New York State Thruway, and the area

can expect at least 2 more feet of snow through Thursday.

Ready or not, winter
blast hits much of US

The Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Lake-effect
snow pummeled areas around
Buffalo for a second straight day,
leaving residents stuck in their
homes as officials tried to clear
massive snow mounds with an-
other storm looming.

Even hardened Buffalo resi-
dents were caught off-guard as
more than S feet fell in parts of
the city by Wednesday morning.
Some areas were expected to get
6 feet by the storm’s end Wednes-
day afternoon. A second storm
was due Wednesday night.

The storm was blamed for five
deaths in New York.

A 132-mile stretch of the state
Thruway in western New York
remained closed as authorities
continue their efforts to rescue
motorists stranded on a Buffalo-

area section of the highway. Offi-
cials did not provide information
on how many people remained
stranded.

Motorists in 150 vehicles, in-
cluding a women’s basketball
team, were forced to ride out the
onslaught in their vehicles. They
waited for hours to be freed, with
some waiting more than a day.
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo
deployed 150 members of the Na-
tional Guard to help clear snow-
clogged roads.

Cold weather enveloped the
entire country Tuesday, leading
to record-low temperatures more
familiar to January than Novem-
ber. Racing winds and icy roads
caused accidents, school clos-
ings and delays in municipal op-
erations from the Midwest to the
South.

PaTRICK BRYNE/AP
Bonnie sniffs a door blocked
with snow on Tuesday in South
Buffalo, N.Y.

Mexican boy has
massive tumor removed

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — An
11-year-old Mexican boy who had
been suffering from a massive
tumor that has afflicted him since
birth and drew international at-
tention after U.S. officials helped
him get treatment had the growth

removed after a 12-hour surgery,
a church said Tuesday.

In a statement, Kristean Alco-
cer of the First Baptist Church
of Rio Rancho said Jose Antonio
Ramirez Serrano underwent sur-
gery Monday at the University of
New Mexico Children’s Hospital
to remove the tumor from his
neck, shoulder and torso area.

Jose was diagnosed with venous

lyn na on his Y
and he was told by doctors at the
University of New Mexico Hospi-
tal that he had to undergo a series
of surgeries and treatments to re-
move a huge fluid buildup.

Jose still needs surgeries to re-
construct his shoulder bone and to
remove excess skin, officials said.

From The Associated Press

St. Louis gun sales
spike as jury mulls

By ALAN SCHER ZAGIER
The Associated Press

FERGUSON, Mo. — Some sub-
urban St. Louis gun dealers have
been doing brisk business, partic-
ularly among first-time buyers,
as fearful residents await a grand
jury’s decision on whether to in-
dict the white police officer who
fatally shot a black teenager.

Metro Shooting Supplies, in
an area near the city’s main air-
port, reports selling two to three
times more weapons than usual
in recent weeks — an average of
30 to 50 guns each day — while
the grand jury prepares to con-
clude its three-month review of
the case that sparked looting and
weeks of sometimes-violent pro-
tests in August.

“We're selling everything that’s
not nailed down,” owner Steven
King said. “Police aren’t going
to be able to protect every single
individual. If you don’t prepare
yourself and get ready for the
worst, you have no one to blame
but yourself.”

The store’s waiting list for pri-

vate lessons and concealed-carry
training classes extends into
2015.

Protest leaders say they are
preparing for nonviolent demon-
strations after the grand jury’s
decision is announced, but they
also acknowledge the risk of more
unrest if the panel decides not to
issue criminal charges against
Darren Wilson, the officer who
shot Michael Brown, who was
unarmed.

Other gun dealers say their
sales spikes are comparable to
the increases seen soon after
Brown’s death on Aug. 9.

First-time gun owners account
for about 60 percent of his recent
customers, King said.

The St. Louis County Police
Department reported a sharp
increase in the number of con-
cealed-carry permits issued
since Brown’s death compared
with a year ago.

Police spokesman Brian Schell-
man said “it would be naive” to
say the increase has not been
driven by concern over the grand
jury decision.
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inspect the

of Abdel

Manmoun ILLean/AP

al-Shaludi in east Jerusalem on

Wednesday. Israeli authorities destroyed the apartment as a punitive measure after al-Shaludi’s deadly
attack with his car on a Jerusalem train station last month which left two people dead.

Israelis wreck attacker’s home

East Jerusalem demolition follows deadly synagogue assault

The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israel demol-
ished the east Jerusalem home of
a Palestinian who carried out a
deadly October attack, just hours
after Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu promised strict se-
curity measures in the wake of
a grisly synagogue assault a day
earlier.

The synagogue attack, which
left five people dead, was the
deadliest in Jerusalem since 2008
and came amid weeks of violence
linked to a disputed holy site sa-
cred to Jews and Muslims. Nearly
a dozen people have been Kkilled
in attacks by Palestinians using
guns, knives and vehicles.

On Tuesday two Palestinian
cousins wielding meat cleavers,
knives and handguns stormed a
synagogue in the west Jerusalem
neighborhood of Har Nof, killing
four worshippers and a police-
man. The two assailants were
shot dead by police.

Responding to Tuesday’s at-
tack, Netanyahu said he had or-
dered security forces to hit back
hard at Palestinians involved in
violence against Israelis, and to
resume the policy of home demo-
litions, a punitive tactic that has
caused much controversy in the
past.

Sitting amid the rubble of the
family home demolished early

dnesd haludi’s grand-

The house demolished in the

Silwan neighborhood near the
Old City belonged to Abdel Rah-
man al-Shaludi, who killed two
people last month when he drove
his car into a crowd standing on a
light rail platform in Jerusalem.

In recent weeks, a total of 11
people have died at the hands of
Palestinian attackers — most in
Jerusalem but also in Tel Aviv
and the West Bank.

mother said she was proud of his
actions.

“No one should feel sorry for
us, for our demolished home,”
she said, refusing to give her full
name for fear of reprisals.

Worshippers meanwhile re-
turned Wednesday to the scene
of the attack, the Kehilat Bnai
Torah synagogue, seeking com-
fort in prayer. One of them, Gavr-

iel Cohen, said the attack showed
“that our future in this world is
dependent on God.”

All four of the congregants
killed in the attack immigrated
to Israel from English-: ing

Peshmerga offensive
targets Islamic State

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Kurdish pesh-
merga forces launched a new
offensive Wednesday targeting
Islamic State group extremists
in Iraq, even as a suicide bomber
killed at least four people in the
Kurds’ regional capital.

The new peshmerga offen-
sive targeted areas in Diyala and
Kirkuk provinces seized by the
extremists in their August of-
fensive that saw them capture a
third of Iraq, said Jaber Yawer, a
spokesman for Kurdish forces.

A U.S.-led coalition is targeting
the Islamic State with airstrikes in
Iraq and Syria, supporting West-
ern-backed Syrian rebels, Kurd-
ish fighters and the Iraqi military.
The strikes have helped halt the
extremists’ advance on the Syr-
ian city of Kobani on the border
of Turkey, as well as allowed Iraqi
forces to make key advances in re-
cent days.

On Tuesday, the Kurds cap-
tured six buildings in Kobani con-
trolled by Islamic State militants
and confiscated a large amount
of and ition, the

In Diyala, 1 ga forces
worked in coordination with Iragi
security forces to retake the towns
of Saadiya and Jalula, Yawer said.
In Kirkuk, Kurdish forces backed
by U.S.-led airstrikes launched at-
tacks to retake territory near the
town of Kharbaroot, 22 miles west
of the city of Kirkuk.

The US. Central Command
announced Wednesday that U.S.-
led coalition aircraft carried out
13 airstrikes in the Kirkuk area,
destroying two insurgent fighting
positions, seven staging areas, one
mortar position, a bulldozer and a
front-loader. Seven airstrikes near
Mosul struck five militant tactical
units, damaging an IED factory
and destroying vehicles, build-
ings and a mortar and artillery
position.

Britain-based Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights said.

The Islamic State has declared
a self-styled Islamic caliphate
in areas under its control in Iraq
and Syria, governing it accord-
ing to its violent interpretation of
Sharia. The group has carried out
mass Killings, including a video
released Sunday with militants
showing they beheaded American
aid worker Peter Kassig.

France said Wednesday it would
send an additional six fighter jets
to back the U.S.-led coalition. The
Jjets will be deployed next month to
Jordan, reducing the flying time
to Iraq, said Col. Gilles Jaron,
a French military spokesman.
France already has 12 aircraft
taking part in strikes in Iraq.

4 killed in Iraqi Kurdish
city by suicide bombing

The d Press

countries — three from the Unit-
ed States and one from Britain.

In recent weeks, Jerusalem has
seen its worst sustained bout of
violence since a Palestinian up-
rising a decade ago. Much of the
violence stems from tensions sur-
rounding a contested hilltop com-
pound in Jerusalem’s Old City.
The location is revered by Jews
as the Temple Mount, the site of
the ancient Hebrew temples. For
Muslims, it is the Noble Sanctu-
ary, home to the Al-Agsa Mosque
and the iconic gold-topped Dome
of the Rock.

Palestinians have been angered
over stepped-up Israeli visits to
the site, which many of them see
as a provocation.

Pope Francis condemned the
“unacceptable” attack on the syn-
agogue and called for Israelis and
Palestinians to take “courageous”
steps to forge peace.

IRBIL, Irag — A suicide car
bomber struck in the heart of the
northern Iragi Kurdish city of
Irbil on Wednesday, killing at least
four people, a spokesman said.

No group immediately claimed
responsibility for the midday at-
tack near the ancient citadel in
Irbil, capital of the semi-autono-
mous Kurdish region in northern
Iraq, though it bore the hallmarks
of the Islamic State group.

Irbil has remained mostly calm
but it lies close to the front lines in
Iraq’s war against the Sunni mili-
tant group. The city has taken in
thousands of refugees who fled
the extremists’ summer blitz that
captured large swaths of north-
ern and western Iraq, as well as a
third of neighboring Syria.

Three of the four people killed
in Wednesday’s explosion were
guards, said Hamza Hamid, a
spokesman for the Irbil governor.

The Iraqi Kurdish health min-
istry reported at least 22 were
wounded.

Hamid said the attack took
place “right in front of the main
entrance of the building of Irbil
governorate,” which is near the
citadel.

Mayor Nawzad Hadi told the
state-run Rudaw TV channel
that the bomber tried to enter the
citadel grounds but failed, so he
detonated his explosives-laden car
outside the complex.

The mayor said properties
in the area suffered significant
damage but it was unclear if the
citadel, claimed to be one of the
world’s longest continuously in-
habited landmarks, was damaged.
The hilltop castle has a history
stretching back more than 8,000
years. In 2007, the U.N. Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization, or UNESCO, oversaw
a project geared at restoring and
preserving the ancient site.
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Scaffolding covers the dome of the U.S. Capitol during a restoration project that is expected to be completed in time for the next presidential inauguration in 2017.

2-year project refurbishes
DC’s most famous dome

By PATRICK DICKSON
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Dirty work
is going on at the highest levels of
government.

Atop the roof of the U.S. Capi-
tol, in front of its apex covered in
scaffolding, officials on Tuesday
provided an update on a two-year
restoration project that planners
say will add 50 to 75 years to the
life of the cast-iron dome.

Architect of the Capitol Ste-
phen Ayers said workers have
completed the scaffolding — 52
miles of metal piping and two
miles of wood planking. It will
give workers access to blast away
eight layers of paint dating to its
completion in 1866, as well as
to repair cracks and paint it all
again. Construction crews erect-
ed 25 tiers of platforms, from the
bottom of the dome to the statue
of freedom at the very top.

The last time a refurbishment
was done was in 1959-60, Ayers
noted.

In a fierce wind and tempera-
tures in the teens, workers dem-
onstrated the protective gear they
will use to blast away and capture
the dust from layers of lead paint,
as well as the various techniques
that will be used to repair the
dome and all the architectural
details attached to it. The work
requiring the scaffolding will

A worker on the Capitol dome
restoration project wears some
of the protective gear that will
be used.

continue, snow or shine, until Au-
gust 2015, with the entire project
done in time for the inauguration
festivities in January 2017.

Sen. John Hoeven, R-N.D.,
ranking member of the congres-
sional subcommittee that over-
sees the architect’s office, said the
$60 million restoration is a prior-
ity for him and all Americans.

Joe Abriatis, the project con-
struction manager, at Hoeven’s
prompting, noted that the proj-
ect is both on budget and on
schedule.

“We worked $60 mil into
the FY14 budget to make sure
that this work is done,” Hoeven
said. “And to make sure that this
work is done for the next inau-
guration so that when the next
president is sworn in, the people
of America can see their Capitol
and their dome and be comfort-
able and confident that, just like
this great nation, it’s here for the
long ter

dicksol k@stripes.com
Twitter: @StripesDC chief

Three pieces of ormnamental work from the Capitol dome are labeled
and ready for restoration.
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Scientists puzzled
y interspecies sex

Reports on the rise of seals assaulting penguins

The Washington Post

It ain’t pretty, but unfortunately
it’s real: Researchers have record-
ed multiple instances of Antarctic
fur seals attempting to have sex
with king penguins. And accord-
ing to the scientists, who have
published their latest observations
in the journal Polar Biology, this
interspecies aggression is a trend
that’s only getting worse.

The BBC has photos and videos
from the researchers. They actu-
ally first observed this behavior
years ago, but now report that
such instances seem to be occur-
ring more frequently.

“At first glimpse, we thought the
seal was killing the penguin,” Nico
de Bruyn, lead author of the recent
study, told the BBC in 2008. But the
incident, which lasted 45 minutes,
couldn’t be mistaken for attempt-
ed murder in the end: Instead,
the young adult male seal was at-
tempting to mate with a penguin of
unknown sex. From the BBC:

“After 45 minutes the seal gave
up, swam into the water and then
completely ignored the bird it
had just assaulted, the scientists
report.”

They thought that this was
probably just an isolated incident,
carried out as an act of aggression,
confusion or misguided playful-
ness. “Honestly, I did not expect
that follow-up sightings of a simi-
lar nature to that 2006 one would
ever be made again, and certainly
not on multiple occasions,” de
Bruyn, a researcher at the Mam-

mal Research Institute at the Uni-
versity of Pretoria, told the BBC.

Now they’re reporting four in-
cidents in total. Each time, a seal
would chase, catch and mount a
penguin, then attempt to mate
with it several times. On one oc-
casion, the assaulted penguin was
killed and eaten after the incident
— which on its own is a much
more common interaction for the
two species to have.

Interspecies mating isn’t totally
uncommon, with some scientists
estimating that about 10 percent of
animals intermingle. But the vast
majority of these cases involve
animals that are very similar in
genetic composition and appear-
ance, and can produce hybrid
offspring with each other. Inter-
species mating and hybridization
can also be used as an evolution-
ary tool in interspecies competi-
tion for survival.

But that’s not the case with seals
and penguins: The penguins are
clearly in distress, and it’s unlikely
for a seal to confuse a penguin for
a potential breeding partner.

It might be that male seals
are learning this behavior from
watching each other, the authors
report. It could be that they’re col-
lectively realizing that the birds
are easy targets as they look to
vent the sexual frustration caused
by mating season hormone spikes.
It could be that females are hard
to come by on these beaches, leav-
ing young male seals looking for
other outlets.
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Woman accused of
cooking her neighbor

F DAYTONA BEACH

— A Florida woman is
accused of cooking her neigh-
bor after strangling and dis-
membering him in order to hide

THE CENSUS

$2,500

The amount of money some passengers who were stranded for hours on a freez-
ing subway train during a 2010 blizzard are getting from New York City’s transit
agency. The Daily News reported Monday the settlements were recently reached
with 38 riders who sued the Metropolitan Transportation Authority. They were
among some 500 passengers aboard a train that was idled by 2 feet of snow. Pas-
sengers sat on the train for 10 hours without food, water or heat. Aymen Aboushi, a lawyer for one of the plaintiffs, said the
goal of the suit was to ensure such circumstances didn't happen again.

evidence.

Court d by
Orlando television station WESH
say Angela Stoldt tried to cre-
mate her neighbor’s body by put-
ting several body parts in an oven
and in pots on the stove. When
that didn’t work, she put his body
parts in bags and threw them in
the trash.

A grand jury in Daytona Beach
last week upgraded Stoldt’s
charges to first-degree murder
from second-degree murder in
the death of her neighbor, James
Sheaffer.

Law enforcement officials
say Stoldt relied on Sheaffer for
money, although their relation-
ship was platonic, and that money
was the motive for the murder.

She’s being held without bond.

World Trade Center
skydivers get scolding
N NEW YORK — A judge
said three extreme-
skydlvmg enthusiasts dlsplayed
self-i

by parachuting off the 1 World
Trade Center tower, and he won’t
toss out the felony charges against
them.

The decision came Tuesday in
the case against James Brady,
Marko Markovich, Andrew Ros-
sig and accused lookout Kyle
Hartwell. They’re now headed
for trial in January.

They have pleaded not guilty to
felony burglary, reckless endan-
germent and other charges in the
September 2013 leap. The stunt
raised questions about security at
the then-unfinished skyscraper.

The parachutists acknowledge
making the jump. They say they
didn’t imperil anyone and that
the charges are overreaching by
embarrassed authorities.

The judge said they created
a “substantial risk” of injury to
people below.

Bear wanders into
heart of city
REDDING — Authori-

c ties in the Northern
California city of Redding are
puzzled by a bear spotted wan-
dering near city hall.

The Redding Record Search-
light reported the bear was seen
near Redding’s city hall Sunday
morning. Redding police Sgt. Ron
Icely told the newspaper that the
bear also was seen near a local
Safeway store and on someone’s
roof.

Icely said state wildlife offi-
cials tranquilized the bear after
it climbed a tree. Icely said the
bear was unharmed and will be
returned to the wild.

Icely said authorities have seen
unusual numbers of bears wan-
dering into the heart of the city
recently. State wildlife officials
say they don’t know why that is
happening, although some be-
lieve California’s drought is forc-
ing animals to look for food and
water in places they normally

Chicago crash

Police and fire officials walk near a small twin-engine cargo plane that crashed into a home on Chicago’s southwest side early Tuesday.
into the

The Aero Commander 500 that had taken off from Midway International Airport slammed into the front of the home and plunged

M. SpeNcER GREEN/AP

basement. The couple living there were asleep at the time in a bedroom just inches away but escaped injury. The pilot was killed in the crash.

wouldn’t.

Police: Suspect tries to
flee via hospital ceiling

N ALBUQUERQUE
— New Mexico State

Police said a woman suspected
of stealing a vehicle tried to es-
cape from custody by climbing
through ceiling tiles at a hospital
where she was being treated.

KOB-TV reported that police
said Shylen Salazar got into the
ceiling above her hospital bed and
hid there for more than an hour
before authorities found her.

Salazar had been arrested on
suspicion of possessing a stolen
truck. She was held in jail, where
police said she told the guards
she swallowed a batch of drugs to
hide them from authorities.

Police said she was rushed to
the hospital last week and then
attempted the escape.

Salazar is facing charges of

possession of a stolen vehicle and
escaping from police custody.

Sheriff: Hiker found
dead in national forest
A SEDONA — Authori-

ties said a Sedona man
who went missing while hiking in
the Coconino National Forest in
north-central Arizona has been
found dead.

Yavapai County Sheriff’s Of-
fice spokesman Dwight D’Evelyn
said the agency’s helicopter spot-
ted the body of David Polcyn, S5,
in a canyon area Monday morn-
ing and that it appears he was in-
jured from a fall.

Crews were working to remove
the body Monday. D’Evelyn said
the exact cause of death will be
determined at a later time.

A search for Polcyn began late
Saturday after Polcyn’s wife re-
ported him missing when he failed
toarrive at a trailhead northeast of

Camp Verde and south of Sedona.

Teenager charged

in naked break-ins

M FALMOUTH — Court
documents  indicate

that a Maine teenager charged

with breaking into two houses

while naked was under the influ-

ence of drugs.

Logan Valle, 18, of Falmouth
remained jailed on $10,000 bail
Tuesday after his arrest Satur-
day night on charges of burglary,
theft, criminal mischief and
criminal trespass.

He was found by police hiding
in one of the homes, while his
own home a couple of miles away
was being destroyed in a fire. The
cause of the fire remains under
investigation.

The Portland Press Herald re-
ported that police thought Valle
appeared to be high on the syn-
thetic drug known as bath salts.

Man arrested in theft
of women’s underwear
A ANCHORAGE — Alas-

ka State Troopers said
they have detained a man sus-
pected of stealing women’s un-
derwear during burglaries in
Kodiak.

KTUU-TV reported an 18-
year-old was taken into custody
Monday.

Online court records early
Tuesday didn’t indicate he had
been formally charged.

Troopers said the burglaries
occurred over three months. Resi-
dents would return home to find
items — mostly women’s under-
wear — missing. They had been
alerted to keep their doors locked.

The agency said the 18-year-
old is suspected of breaking into
seven homes and trying to get
into three others.

From wire reports
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Australian actor Chris Hemsworth of “Thor” and “The Avengers” fame is People magazine’s Sexiest Man Alive for 2014.

Chris Hemsworth has hammerlock on Sexiest Man Alive title

By CHRISTIE D’ZURILLA
Los Angeles Times

hris Hemsworth, the hunky

star of the Thor and Avengers

franchises, was revealed

Tuesday night as People
magazine’s Sexiest Man Alive for 2014,
with a little help from Jimmy Kimmel
and his audience.

“I think you’ve bought me a couple
of weeks of bragging rights around the
house,” the 3l-year-old told People.
“I can just say to (wife Elsa Pataky),
‘Now remember, this is what the people
think, so I don’t need to do the dishes
anymore, I don’t need to change nap-
pies. 'm above that. I've made it now.””

Hmm. Would’ve been a more be-
lievable story, Chris, had you not first
revealed she thought the honor was
“pretty funny.”

The Aussie actor, who appeared on
“Jimmy Kimmel Live” via Skype from
Down Under, accepted a trophy topped
with a golden vanity mirror along with

“Pm most excited
about the ‘alive’
portion” of the title,
Hemsworth said.

“And the ‘sexy’
is a bonus, so
Pm flattered.”

his title after fielding yes-or-no ques-
tions from the audience while his face
and voice were disguised.

The actor would later kiss and flirt
with his reflection in said mirror, a se-
ries of events which was, if not sexy, at
least pretty darned cute.

“I'm most excited about the ‘alive’
portion” of the title, Hemsworth told

Kimmel, who had inquired about
how it felt to be declared Sexiest Man
Alive. “And the ‘sexy’ is a bonus, so I'm
flattered.”

He apparently has family support
in the form of actor-brother Liam
Hemsworth.

“We’ve been throwing sexy looks
back and forth all week,” the “Thor”
star said. “.. He’s been a real team
player.”

(Mr. Sexy might have been
exaggerating just a little bit, as his
younger sibling’s been busy in London
and Los Angeles promoting his own
mega-project, “The Hunger Games:
Mockingjay — Part 1.”)

Chris Hemsworth, like the two sexy
guys who preceded him (Channing
Tatum in 2012 and Adam Levine last
year), is off the market: He and model
Pataky, 38, married in 2010 and have a
daughter and twin boys.

People’s sexiest-man double issue is
on newsstands Friday.

Colbert will host annual Kennedy Center Honors

By PEGGY McGLONE
The Washington Post

Stephen Colbert has been named host of
the 37th annual Kennedy Center Honors, a
gala celebration Dec. 7 that will spotlight
singers Al Green and Sting, actor Tom
Hanks, ballerina Patricia McBride and
comedian Lily Tomlin, the arts center an-
nounced Wednesday.

Best known as the host and writer of
Comedy Center’s “The Colbert Report,” the
comedian will succeed David Letterman

as host of CBS’ “Late Show” next year. The
Kennedy Center Honors will be recorded
for a two-hour prime time broadcast.

“I am stunned to be receiving a Ken-
nedy Center Honor at such a young age. I
thought it would be years before. I'm sorry.
I'm being told I am HOSTING the Ken-
nedy Center Honors. Oh. Well, I'm glad.
That makes a lot more sense,” Colbert said
in a statement released by the Kennedy
Center.

Colbert previously appeared in the Ken-
nedy Center Honors in 2011, when he was

part of the tribute to cellist Yo-Yo Ma. He
is the author of several books, including
“I Am America (And So Can You!)” and
“America Again: Re-Becoming the Great-
ness We Never Weren’t.”

Kennedy Center Honors co-producer
George Stevens Jr. welcomed Colbert’s
appearance.

“He is best in class and will no doubt
undo any solemnity that might otherwise
attend the occasion,” Stevens said in a
statement.

Colbert will be the show’s seventh host.

Bono, Affleck stay silent
in PSA on Ebola response

Bono, Matt Damon, Ben Affleck, Mor-
gan Freeman and “The Walking Dead” ac-
tress Danai Gurira are among celebrities
playing the waiting game in a new online
campaign calling for a unified response to
the Ebola epidemic in west Africa.

In a video posted Wednesday, stars such
as Will Ferrell, Thandie Newton and Con-
nie Britton stare silently into a camera to il-
lustrate that they are still waiting for world
leaders to fight Ebola, which has killed more
than 5,000 people in the west African coun-
tries of Sierra Leone, Guinea and Liberia.

“The waiting is causing the issue to pro-
pel itself,” said Danai. “I thought it was
a very powerful way to get that message
across that we do need action. Sitting and
waiting can lead to more problems.”

Other stars appearing in the One Cam-
paign’s two-minute video include Vincent
Cassel, Akon, Ellie Goulding, and Afri-
can musicians Fally Ipupa and Angelique
Kidjo. They’re also joined by Liberian
health care workers Dr. J. Soka Moses and
Louise Gaye.

“We thought there was something ex-
tremely powerful in not having them say
anything,” said Michael Elliott, CEO of the
One Campaign. “We asked them to look
into the camera, and we came up with just
a few simple lines explaining that we’ve
waited too long in the past, and we can’t
wait too long in the future.”

One Campaign is asking citizens to sign
a petition demanding that world leaders
strengthen health care systems in develop-
ing countries and end the outbreak.

Bob Marley heirs join
US firm to launch pot brand

A U.S. private equity firm announced
Tuesday it has joined the family of late
reggae star Bob Marley in hopes of build-
ing what it touts as the “world’s first global
cannabis brand.”

Seattle-based Privateer Holdings an-
nounced Tuesday it has reached a licensing
deal with Marley’s heirs to offer marijuana
strains, including ones famed in Jamaica,
where regulations permit by late 2015. It
also plans to sell weed-infused lotions,
creams and various accessories.

“My dad would be so happy to see people
understanding the healing power of the
herb,” Miami-based Cedella Marley said
in a company statement. She’s the eldest
daughter of the music legend who died of
cancer in 1981 and is Jamaica’s most icon-
ic figure.

Other news

® Model and TV host Janice Dickinson
is adding her name to the women who have
accused comic Bill Cosby of sexual assault.
In an “Entertainment Tonight” interview
that aired Tuesday, Dickinson said that
the 1982 incident occurred in Lake Tahoe,
Calif., where he was performing. Cosby
did not immediately respond to a request
for comment. His lawyer has called the re-
newed accusations “discredited.”

m Netflix says 1t is postponing the launch
of “Bill Cosby 77.

W British film authontles have managed
to find mild adult content in a film version
of the famous Paddington Bear children’s
books — a development the bear’s 88-
year-old creator says leaves him “totally
amazed.” The British Board of Film Clas-
sification gave “Paddington” a parental
guidance rating, saying it contains “dan-
gerous behavior, mild threat, mild sex ref-
erences and mild bad language.”

® Justin Timberlake is now a co-owner
of the audio technology company AfterMas-
ter Audio Labs, Inc. AfterMaster, a subsid-
iary of Studio One Media Inc., announced
Wednesday that the Grammy-winning pop
star will join the company, which focuses
on enhancing and remastering audio.

From The Associated Press.
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Agency urges airbag recall in

By Tom KRISHER
AND DEE-ANN DURBIN
The Associated Press

DETROIT — The federal gov-
ernment is demanding that the
auto industry recall millions of
additional cars equipped with
faulty air bags that can injure
— and even kill — a driver.

The action Tuesday by the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration covers driver’s side
air bags equipped with inflators
made by Takata Corp. of Japan.
The inflators can erupt and send
metal fragments into the passen-
ger compartment.

Previously, cars with the in-
flators had been recalled only in
regions with high humidity such
as Gulf Coast states, Hawaii and
Puerto Rico. Takata has said that
prolonged exposure to moisture
can cause the air bag propellant
to burn faster than designed,
causing the problem.

Up until now, about 8 million
cars in the U.S. with Takata in-

THURSDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

flators have been recalled for
problems with either the driver
or passenger side air bag, or both.
Another 4 million have been re-
called outside the U.S. At least
five deaths worldwide have been
linked to the problem.

Safety regulators say Tues-
day’s action is based on incidents
involving a death in California
and an injury in North Carolina
where the air bags were impli-
cated. Both states are outside of
the area covered by the earlier
recalls.

“One can be an anomaly. Two
becomes a trend, and we feel we
need to act,” said NHTSA Deputy
Administrator David Friedman.

Lawmakers have pressured the
government to expand the recall
to all 50 states as reports of deaths
and injuries emerged. While

they’ll partly get their wish, the
expanded recall won’t cover pas-
senger air bags, at least not yet.
Also, car owners may run into a
problem: a limited number of re-

placement parts. Takata is strug-
gling tomake enough replacement
air bag inflators to handle the
smaller regional recalls and like-
ly will have trouble supplying de-
mand for a nationwide recall. The
company has promised to add two
production lines by the start of
next year to make more inflators,
Friedman said on a conference
call following the government’s
recall statement.

Friedman said that if Takata
and the automakers don’t agree
to the recall quickly, the safety
agency will use its legal powers
to make sure the inflators are re-
called. He also said Takata resist-
ed moving to a nationwide recall
Monday evening. Takata didn’t
respond to requests for comment
from The Associated Press.

On Thursday, lawmakers will
hold a hearing to question Fried-
man, as well as representatives
from Takata and the automakers,
about their response to the air
bag problem. Next week, millions

all states

of drivers across the U.S. will hop
in their cars to travel for the busy
Thanksgiving weekend.

The government’s demand for
the national recall covers vehicles
made by Ford, Honda, Chrysler,
Mazda and BMW, generally from
the 2008 model year and earlier.
The owner of a 2007 Ford Mus-
tang recently complained to the
government about suffering a leg
injury when an air bag malfunc-
tioned in North Carolina.
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Military rates
Euro costs (Nov. 20

0...
Hong Kong (Doliar)
Hungary (Forint)
Israel (Shekel)
Japan (Yen)..

available to customers at military banking
facilities in the country of issuance
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Netherlands and the United Klngdcm For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
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facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dolfars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)
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OPINION

Sage advice for Clinton: Talk about economy

By DovyLE McManNus
Los Angeles Times

t’s been almost two weeks since their

stinging defeat in midterm elections,

but Democrats are still licking their

wounds and trying to figure out
where they went wrong. They don’t have
much time to extract the right lessons; the
2016 presidential campaign will begin in
earnest any minute now.

So I consulted two Democratic sages,
each of whom played a central role in elect-
ing the last two Democratic presidents:
David Axelrod, who worked for Barack
Obama in 2008, and James Carville, who
worked for Bill Clinton in 1992. Their ad-
vice — aimed primarily at Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton, who they both assume will
run — boiled down to two basic precepts.

First, don’t take the 2016 election for
granted; it’s wide open, and either party
could win. Second, the overriding issue on
voters’ minds is the economy — specifical-
ly, the stagnant lot of middle class workers.
The candidate with the most convincing
remedy for that problem is likely to win.

Let’s take them in turn.

It may seem obvious that you should
never take a presidential election for
granted. But some Democrats have sug-
gested their party has a virtual lock on the
Electoral College because more minority
voters and young people will turn out in a
presidential year.

Wrong, Axelrod said at a panel spon-
sored by The Wall Street Journal. Take no
comfort in the demographics, he told the
audience, because “history suggests it’s
very difficult for a party to win after an
eight-year run.”

There have been seven elections in
the last 60 years when voters could ex-

tend a party’s hold on the White House
beyond eight years. They declined to do
so six times. The exception was in 1988,
when George H.W. Bush defeated a weak
Democratic candidate to succeed Ronald
Reagan.

“Of course people are going to want
some kind of change,” said Carville. “No
one is going to say: ‘I want the next four
years to look like the last eight.””

Lesson 2: the economy.

“We have to have a stronger message
around economics,” Axelrod said. “The
danger for Secretary Clinton is that, as
was the case in 2007, her candidacy is out
in front of the rationale for it. She needs
to jump on that message and stay on that
message.”

Carville thinks the former secretary of
state has already figured that out. She just
“needs to talk about it more,” he said. “We
have a lot of work to do. But there’s time.”

Indeed, Clinton has been talking about
the economy — and sounding distinctly
populist notes. In May she compared in-
come inequality today to the “age of the
robber barons.” Stumping in Boston during
the midterm campaign with Sen. Elizabeth
Warren, D-Mass., one of the Democrats’
toughest critics of Wall Street, Clinton said,
“I love watching Elizabeth give it to those
who deserve it.”

“Don’t let anybody tell you that ... it’s cor-
porations and businesses that create jobs,”
she added. (After Republicans howled, she
said she had unduly “shorthanded” a more
complex argument.)

It’s fair to wonder whether Clinton is
thinking partly about fending off a prima-
ry challenge from candidates to her left,
such as Warren. Her speeches have been
long on empathy for the struggling middle

class, but short on policy proposals to fix
their problems. She talks up a basic Demo-
cratic wish list — a higher minimum wage,
paid sick leave, pay equity for women, pre-
kindergarten education — but hasn’t added
any new ideas. She hasn’t endorsed any of
the reforms liberal economists have been
batting around for reshaping the tax code,
such as an increase on upper-bracket earn-
ers to pay for tax cuts at the lower end.

Of course, it’s unfair to expect a non-
candidate to roll out a detailed economic
platform. Even Clinton should be allowed
to decide to run on her own timetable, no
matter how desperate her supporters are
to see her in the race. But she still faces the
challenge of meeting voters’ appetite for
change — showing how she would be dif-
ferent from an incumbent most voters say
they’re tired of, especially when her poli-
cies aren’t all that different from his. How
does Clinton turn into a fresh new face?

“Simple,” Carville said. “She’s not
Obama. She can say, ‘Look, I ran against
Barack in 2008.””

Axelrod suggested that Clinton accentu-
ate stylistic differences: less nuance, more
bluntness. She did that to great effect, he
noted, in the later stages of her 2008 pri-
mary campaign.

“She was much more visceral. She was
closer to the ground. If she can be that can-
didate in 2016, she will be a much stronger
candidate She has to throw caution to
the wind.”

They almost make it sound easy. But
Hillary Clinton, despite her supposed ad-
vantages, may soon face an unexpectedly
difficult challenge: turning a familiar mes-
sage into one that looks like change voters
can once again believe in.

Doyle McManus is a Los Angeles Times columnist.

Follow-up with

By Eric EVERSOLE
AND JoHN FINNERAN
very day, in businesses and
other civilian workplaces across
America, you’ll hear about “mis-
sions.” We have people on “the
front lines” working to help customers. We
“launch.” We “deploy.” Sometimes, there is
even a “battlefield” or people who “para-
chute in” to solve a problem.

While experiences on the front lines of
a military battle bear little resemblance to
everyday life on the front lines of business,
there are important lessons to be learned.
We have taken on dozens of words and
concepts from the military — words that
translate very differently in the civilian
world — because they are impactful and
they stand for something we respect and
value.

Today, businesses across the country
are learning that there is something with
an even greater impact that we can take
from the military and assimilate into our
companies and our cultures — the talented
military men and women who are return-
ing home and entering the workforce.

In March 2012, the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce Foundation and Capital One
teamed up with a singular goal: to help get
thousands of talented veterans and mili-
tary spouses successfully employed in the
civilian workforce. Hundreds of hiring
fairs and a $4.5 million investment later,
we have reached a pivotal moment in our
journey to make Hiring 500,000 Heroes
not just the title of our initiative, but also a
new reality in the United States.

Since then, more than 1,700 businesses
large and small, representing a vast array
of industries and sectors, joined the effort
and have committed to hiring more than
585,000 military men and women.

vet, employer vital in jobs push

While Veterans Day has come and
gone, veteran employment is top of mind
throughout the year for the many veterans
and military spouses seeking employment
and for organizations like ours that are
committed to the cause. This campaign
is about building meaningful connections
between forward-thinking employers and
hard-working and talented military ser-
vicemembers who are eager to use their
leadership, discipline and problem-solving
skills in new and important ways.

In addition to providing forums for busi-
nesses to interact with job candidates face-
to-face, a major focus of the past two years
has been on developing tools and resources
to promote veteran employment. For veter-
ans, those tools include a skills translator
to help identify skills and attributes that
correspond with various military assign-
ments, online resume builders, virtual
mentorship programs, and valuable em-
ployment workshops. For employers, we
don’t just take their commitments and wish
them good luck. We follow up with them
regularly and provide the resources they
need to succeed. We work with employers
to turn every commitment into a hire that
has a lasting impact on both the business
and the veteran. And we’re happy to report
that 369,000 of those commitments have
turned into hires.

Each hire has his or her own story and
brings job-ready skills, leadership talents,
exceptional teamwork, proven mettle and
a work ethos rooted in loyalty. We’ve been
fortunate to see stories pour in from vet-
erans and employers all across the coun-
try who have been part of this movement.
While many are joining small businesses
with specialized needs, others are part of
larger-scale military hiring efforts at some
of America’s most well-known companies.

For instance, in 2013, Starbucks an-

nounced its plans to hire 10,000 veterans
and military spouses over the next five
years. The new hires will put their skills to
use across the company, from serving cus-
tomers as baristas to working in one of 18
corporate departments. Like Capital One,
Starbucks goes to great lengths to ensure
veterans and military spouses are well-
positioned for success within the company
and have ample resources available to ease
the transition into the civilian workforce.

Despite the success of Hiring 500,000
Heroes thus far and the consistent drum-
beat of support we see for veterans and
military families nationwide, veteran em-
ployment remains as pressing an issue as
it has ever been. Over the past 22 years,
we have seen a significant drawdown in
the number of troops deployed in Iraq and
Afghanistan and, in turn, a significant up-
tick in the need for meaningful career op-
portunities for veterans.

Inspiring businesses to commit to hire
more than half a million veterans and mili-
tary spouses is no small feat, and while we
will certainly mark this major milestone in
our initiative with the celebration and fan-
fare it deserves, this is just the beginning.

Veterans and military spouses have suc-
cessfully defended and served our coun-
try’s interest in matters of security. Now,
by strengthening our workforce, these
men and women are helping America tri-
umph on the home front. By providing job
opportunities and investing in the success
of our veterans, the business community
and our country have much to gain.

Cmdr. Eric Eversole served with the U.S. Navy
Judge Advocate General’s Corps from 1998 to
2001. He is in the Navy Reserve and is execu-
tive director for the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Foundation’s Hiring Our Heroes program. John
Finneran is general counsel for Capital One
Financial and a Navy veteran.
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Real Cosby show rightly halted TV version

By ALyssA ROSENBERG
The Washington Post

‘ ‘ t’s a multigenerational fam-
ily show” is how Jennifer
Salke, president of NBC
Entertainment/Universal
Television, last summer described the se-
ries her network was developing with Bill
Cosby in another attempt to capture the
kind of mass audiences that used to turn
out for “The Cosby Show” or “Family
Ties.” “Bill Cosby plays the patriarch of
the family (dispensing) his classic wisdom
on relationships, parenthood, everything
in life, and it’s a great kind of ‘him with
three daughters with husbands and grand-
children. It’s just a classic, big-extended-
family sitcom.”

Since Salke enthusiastically pitched a
new Cosby series, the sexual assault alle-
gations that have clung to Cosby’s “classic
wisdom” like loose threads in one of the
comedian’s signature sweaters have begun
to unravel the whole garment in a rather
more serious way. After comedian Han-
nibal Buress called attention to the sexual
assault accusations women have brought
against Cosby during a stand-up perfor-
mance, Barbara Bowman, who says Cosby
raped her on multiple occasions, told her
story on The Washington Post’s website.
An attempt to generate pro-Cosby memes
went badly wrong. NPR’s Scott Simon
asked Cosby to respond to the allegations
in an interview and was met with silence.

[On Wednesday, NBC saidithas scrapped
the Cosby comedy that was under develop-
ment, a day after Netflix said it is postpon-
ing the planned Nov. 28 release of a standup
comedy special Cosby taped last summer.]

But it is clearly time for media outlets
to weigh nostalgia for Cosby’s friendlier
fictional selves against an increasingly un-
comfortable public conversation. And at a
moment when other black stars are mak-
ing compelling television, it might be wise
for outlets to consider whether they need

Cosby at all, with or without a ball of be-
draggled yarn dragging behind him.

The image that has carried Cosby into
his later years, and the one that makes him
a marketable commodity to NBC, is that of
an expert on both the black family specifi-
cally and on family in general, such that he
will appeal to black audiences.

The specific nature of allegations against
him undermine that image with the lethal-
ity of a battlefield sapper, turning Cosby
from the head of a perfect family to an
adulterer and a sex offender. As Buress put
it in his routine, “He gets on TV, ‘Pull your
pants up, black people, I was on TV in the
’80s! I can talk down to you because I had
a successful sitcom!” Yeah, but you rape
women, Bill Cosby, so turn the crazy down
a couple notches.”

Monday, Cosby’s lawyer released a blunt
no-comment that was meant to be Cosby’s
sole response to the renewed accusations.
Eriq Gardner, the legal reporter for the
Hollywood Reporter, speculated Monday
that Cosby may be “constrained about what
he can say about the rape charges thanks
to the settlement agreement” he reached
in 2006 in a civil suit brought by another
woman who accused him of drugging and
assaulting her.

That does not, however, mean that there
will be no further questions. NPR’s Simon
asked Cosby about the allegations in an
interview with Cosby and his wife about a
new Smithsonian exhibition of Cosby’s art
collection, laying down a marker for other
Jjournalists to follow. When the allegations
are this serious, there is no forum that is
off-limits for questions about them, and
no people in front of whom they cannot be
asked.

Any attempt to repair the damage seems
likely to only highlight the allegations fur-
ther. [Had NBC followed through on] a
Cosby show, promoting it probably would
have meant trotting him out for the Tele-
vision Critics Association press tour. It is

MarT RoURKE/AP
Entertainer and Navy veteran Bill Cosby, oemer, seated by Lt. Gen. Thomas Bostick,

last week at

right, gestures as he listens to

duri Day
The All Wars Memorial to Colored Soldiers and Sallors in Philadelphia.

impossible to imagine a panel for a Cosby
show that did not involve someone asking
about the allegations. Even if NBC chose
to have Cosby skip a room full of journal-
ists and do some carefully selected one-on-
ones, the journalists involved would face a
terrible quandary: Accept the access with
conditions, or preserve their own reputa-
tions and ask the hard questions on behalf
of their viewers?

Questions about Cosby’s guilt or inno-
cence and his qualifications to dispense
family advice to millions of Americans are
important. But there is a set of creative
concerns to consider as well.

NBC’s last effort to court viewers nos-
talgic for the mass hits of the 1980s, “The

Michael J. Fox Show,” crashed and burned
this year. “Black-ish,” a very different kind
of family show from Kenya Barris, which
stars Anthony Anderson as a father wres-
tling with black identity and Laurence
Fishburne as the White Russian-quaffing
family patriarch, is a modest hit for ABC.

Rape allegations or no rape allegations,
Bill Cosby is not the only person with
something to say about family in America
right now. And maybe Cosby’s awkward si-
lences on important questions can create
space for new, and less troubled, voices to
speak up.

Alyssa Rosenberg writes The Washington Post's
Act Four Web channel covering culture and
politics.

Current right-to-try laws offer little to terminally ill

By AL1soN BATEMAN-HOUSE

AND ARTHUR CAPLAN

re right-to-try laws a good idea?

They are rapidly spreading

throughout the country, first

in Colorado, then Missouri and
Louisiana and, just recently, Michigan and
Arizona. Similar laws are under consider-
ation in New Jersey and Delaware.

At first glance these bills seem worth
enacting. They promise terminally ill pa-
tients with no treatment options that they
can try experimental therapies in their ef-
forts to save or extend their lives. Of course
‘we want to help people who are dying — be
they in the United States or West Africa
— so a bill that gives people access to pos-
sible treatments sounds great.

The problem is that these bills actually
offer only smoke and mirrors, which ter-
minally ill patients certainly do not need.
In fact, some of these bills may harm the
very patients who those backing the right-
to-try concept say they want to help.

How can this be? The answer lies in
what the bills actually say. They are quite
similar in content from state to state, and
are all based on a model bill put out by the
Goldwater Institute, a conservative think
tank based in Arizona. According to the
language of the model bill: “A manufac-
turer of an investigational drug ... may
make available and an eligible patient may

request the manufacturer’s investigational
drug ... under this act. This act does not re-
quire that a manufacturer make available
an investigational drug, biological product,
or device to an eligible patient.”

So patients may ask, and companies may
provide — if they want. And elsewhere in
the model bill, it says, “A manufacturer
may ... [rlequire an eligible patient to pay
the costs of, or the costs associated with,
the manufacture of the investigational
drug, biological product, or device.”

How does this differ from the situation
facing the dying today? Not at all.

All patients, regardless of age, gen-
der, income level, nationality, or access
to health care, may request access to an
investigational drug from the company
developing it. The requests are normally
channeled through the patient’s doctor,
so some patients — those who do not have
access to high-quality health care — prob-
ably never know that there may be inves-
tigational drugs that might be relevant to
their disease and never discuss that with
their doctors. That is a problem, but right-
to-try laws offer no solution, stating only
that doctors will not get in trouble for rec-
ommending or being involved in the use of
an investigational product.

This is a red herring. No doctor has ever
gotten in trouble for recommending that
patients consider trying an investigational

product. The only time we know of anyone
getting in trouble is when other problems
were present, such as fraudulent claims
about the investigational product’s cura-
tive power.

Even if you cannot find a doctor to chan-
nel your request for an investigational
product to a company, you can make your
own request, provided you find some way
— on the phone, on social media, through
the local news media — to contact the
company. Again, this poses problems, be-
cause not everyone is able to navigate the
media or the Internet successfully. But
again, right-to-try laws do not help fix this
situation.

Another problem is the fact that many
people lack knowledge of what drugs and
devices are being developed by which
companies for which diseases and condi-
tions and thus do not know where to begin
making a request. Yet again, this is a situa-
tion that right-to-try laws do not address.

In fact, the only difference between
the current situation and the situation
as it would be under a right-to-try law is
that suddenly drugs, biological products
(such as stem cells) or devices that have
gone through Phase I testing (safety test-
ing, normally on healthy people) would be
considered quasi-therapeutic agents, even
though they have not been tested for effi-
cacy. Terminally ill patients would have to

sign a form testifying that they understand
the drug is experimental and has not been
shown to work in humans — which would
indicate that the drug is not therapeutic.
At the same time, under the model law
and several of the state bills, “eligibility
for hospice care may be withdrawn if the
patient begins curative treatment with the
investigational drug.” It is fundamentally
wrong to make dying patients ineligible for
hospice because they want to try an exper-
imental drug.

Nobody wants people to die, and every-
one is in favor of terminally ill patients
having hope of a recovery or a remission.
If right-to-try laws saved people, we would
support them. However, minus their Food
and Drug Administration bashing and rhe-
torical flourishes, the bills offer nothing
new. Likewise, if right-to-try laws gave pa-
tients a reasonable basis for hope, we would
support them — but again, they offer noth-
ing new, and we think it is, at best, unkind
to offer the terminally ill and those who
love them false hope.

This false hope, coupled with the fact
that hospice care may be withdrawn from
those who need it, makes it clear that right-
to-try offers the dying little that is new and
may leave them worse off.

Alison Bateman-House and Arthur Caplan are
members of the New York University Working
Group on Compassionate Use. This column first
appeared in The Philadelphia Inquirer.
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ower Sioering. and~ brakes,
IE\‘ect windows T &15), Leather | 1ol biadk lmner e o
nferior. | Heate als, P\atm m trim (fully logded), NA
Izuzu, Rodeo , 1999 $2500.00, £0-40 back soal spli, 31 | sy e e 93V8 antar. | Rattan Furniture Set $100.00 1
o 2rise ™ Saor- % | o Ak Seas foid down, 0168 o ot cimate i | ound bl air, 2 roun
dash DVD & Navi ation. F(ear 270 8868 Inform: ystem | stools. All in very good condi-
Just ‘passed. ingp: robert martinek @usace.army. u‘) g0 mats.oxdglant | on. Oklober 1 Gweb.de
NEW brakes,” good tires, Reaag il condl o, avallab\e now; photos
o dive: 0176915788 o) 01714740964
c a8 org 01714740964 i i 511
radofkon@:

Morcodes, Benz, CLA
2014 $33900,00
6,000 miles, exceHenl condmon\
Includes: "Premiu
mulimedia package i navt
gaion systém_ Parktronic with
fear view camera, AMG styiin
gports ki, and BlXenon head:
lamp:

tail  lamps.
By 2689 G gatl. com,
4931451

H

eb
&1
Subaru, Impreza WRX ST
2007 $17555.00 One owner STI
modified 1o ncrease hp 10 320+
World frally Pearf Blud wil Blug
and Alcantara, _leather
ests. > Eames Wit 18" 40

56856, iris

h26n6r1 @hotmail.com

YW, Fox, 2008 $5000.00 2 DR
Black, manual transition. 1 own-

utofocus veinigon, No
nging coll,
mper motat. Great gas mil age
cluded " winter
018770754898 or 421-3056"
ursula.d cushatt naf@mail.mil

Golt, 1999 $2999.00 104K
MILE M, Auto Trans, AC,

willispickering @ hotmail.com

Books

Find the Magic Formula in

about_tipping. Learn
oo nok mean Tion Deniton,
Learn the about the myths of
Warm Beer, and shaving. The
author sperit iteen years in
the Region and integrated with

fayetiavel@yheo com

Refrigerator - mid-size $135.00

Refrigerator, mid-size. German
Perfect _condition.

Kiedrich.bill @ gmail.com

Pets 820
Labrador _cocolate, Goldon
Retriever- an

all
purebreed. with Shots, papers,
deworming and mircochip
Delivery s possile

106029 - 99 61 19

Musical Instruments 740

Gitson Les Paul Classic Guitar

Jeffgw@gmail com

uild D4-12 $500.00 Guild 12
string acoustic guitar. Excellent
ndition. Guild hard case inclu-

ded. jeffgw@gmail.com
o3}

Toyota, Matrix XR Sport W
on 4D/ 2006 5690000, e
S Specs 4 Cylinder 1.8
TS D B, aray ‘and black
interor, folding' rear scats an
o space, sicing sun
altweainer font
wes o Weater roar res win
\Xs 000 mile, everyiing s
perlect working"condllon, hone
Lurrent ana vaiid
mspecnon unii Decombe
‘ase contact me i
g Guesiions 015150696545,
fagl; mail.com

VW, Westfallia_Camper Van,
199% $3985.00 5 Speed. sieeps
up &

g
ssv?a PBSg62%
cbbreen8@gmail.cor

E

ecti
Faast

VW, Westfallia Camper Van,
1954 $3659.00 great recreation:
al vehicle, 4 new t eps

tur:ve up, oH change “and é)assed

)
$P85'4%% 6 Paad
Som

Visit Stripes.com for details.

STARSwSTRIPES.

Toys 945
Mega Crane $15.00 Mega
Crane with remote control.
spvendor@gmail.com

Travel 1000

** Christmas in Garmisch**
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km
At of Garmiseh Hot tub/sauna
3eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst,
dogs welcome 06324-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

o]
Miscellaneous 1040
Person To Person Aliter

knowing  her
Plaase contact her Grandiather
in Germany. | love you very
much! Emaii: RUNP4Ggmx.db
Phone 09543-9907 or 0152 341
99725

Autos for Sale Autos for Sale
-Korea -Korea
Hyundai, ~Tuscani, 2001
3000.00 Aummauc AC/Healev
Works great
Chryster, 300 Touring, 2008 | S Windous. SBC e brans
$1200( 35L Vé/Heated front | er. Perfect as a 2nd vehicle

seats/new fires/CD/Sunroof. Or-
ignial gwner. Puichased ifmough
AFES Now' Car saiss. Groat
fion inside and out wih low

Avalatle immediately
V85 10 69340307

duiring_ your” tour

Purchased 4 years ago and

have had zero. mechanical is-
ing and ne

SERS e, SSo00%s Dest e

andrewkimé1@gmail.co

164

- Korea 168

Night Bod. hadey, Davidson,
2011 §12800.00 'This Is a
beautiful ‘Bumble-Bee  looking
Nighi Fod_is'yellow it blad

tipes, very, well cared for
Surrently fn Honolulu; Hi. Nea
Fort Shatier Priced 16 sel, Cal
805.205.6870 ASk for - Fob
8082026870 remerrit @ holmail
com

Suzuki, DR200, 2001 §1200.00

For Sale - 2001 ‘Suzuki DR300
Spec, Kansas Title/SOFA

Registered Excellent Condition/~

Driven Dally Located” at Osay

AFB_"$1.200---Ca

010-8680-0431 010-8680-0431

o]

You'll get one  just by reading Stars and Stripes
military news coverage.
In print « Online at stripes.com « Mobile for Andyoid, iPhone & iPad

STARS:#STRIPES.

Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia

and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. Also available on mobile apps for iPhone and Android and in a Tablet Edition for iPad.

STARSH#STRIPES,

Mobile ® Online ® Print
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net
College football

Playoff rankings
Nov. 18, 2014
Reci
. Alabama
. Oregon
. Florida St. 1
. Mississippi St.

. Arizona St.

. Arizona
- Wisconsin

. Georgia Tech
. Southern Cal

NN i

. Louisville
25. Minnesota

The College Football Playoff Selection
Committee will issue weekly rankings
gach Tuesday, with the final rankings be-

ing ann unday, Dec. 7. The play-
Sem\fmals WlII match the No. 1 seed
vs. the No. will face

No. 3. The semlfma\s will be hosted at
the Rose Bowl and Sugar Bowl on Jan. 1,
2015, The championship game will be on
Jan. 12, 2015 at Arlington, Texas.

NCAA Division Il playoffs
First Round
saturday, Nov. 22
(wsll'wgapery Rock (9-2) at West Chester
Angelo State (8-2) at Michigan Tech

"Liu-Post (8-3) at Virginia State (9-2)
West Georgia (9-2) at Tuskegee (9-2)
Valdosta State (8-2) at North Alabama

9-1
Northwest Missouri State (10-1) at
Minnesota-Duluth
Harding (9- 1) 2t Pmsburg State (10-1)
Ohio Dom ©-1

at Colorado
Mines (10-1)
Second Rmmd
saturday, Nov. 29
Slippery Rock West Chester winner at
Concord (W.Va.
LIU-Post- Vlrglnla “state winner at
Bloomsburg (1
dosta State-North Alabama winner
at Lenolr Rhyne (11-0)
eorgia-Tuskegee winner at
Delta Shate ©-1)
elo State Michigan Tech winner at
Colcrado State-Pueblo (10-1)
Harding-Pittsburg State’ winner at
Minnesota St.-(Mankato) (11-0)
Northwest Missouri State-Minnesota-
Duluth winner at Ouachita Baptist (10-0)
io Dominican-Colorado Mines win-
ner at Ferris State (11-0)

NCAA Division lll playoffs

Flrsl Round

v. 22
Franklin (o) ot Walbgsir (6-1)
Muhlenberg (9-1) at Widener (10-0)
Hampden-Sydney (7-3) at Wesley (9-

1
MIT (9-0) at Husson (8-1)
Rowan (7-3) at Johns Hopkins (10-0)
Centre (Ky.) (10-0) at John Carroll (9-
1

Washington & Jefferson (9-1) at Wit-
tenberg (9-

'Adrian (8-2) at Mount Union (10-0)

Chiistopher Newport (7-3) at Dela-
ware Valley

ithaca (7-3) 2 Hobart 10-0)

Pro football College basketball

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
Eas

t
W LT Pct PFPA
NewEngland 8 2 0 .800 323 218
Miami 640
Buffalo 550
N.Y. Jets 280
South
Indianapolis 6 4 0
H 550
Tennessee 2 8 0
Jacksonville 1.9 0
North
Cincinnati 63 1
Pittsburgh 7 4 0
Baltimore 6 40
Cleveland 6.4 0
West
73 0 .700 293 224
Ranssscity 1 3 0 06 34t 11
San Diego 6 40 00218192
Oaklan 010 0 152 265
NATIONAL CoNFERENCE
East
W LT Pct PFPA
Philadelphia 7 3 0 .700 299 251
Dallas 7 30 700 261 212
N.Y.Giants 3 7 0 .300 205 263
Washington ~ 3_7 0 300 204 256
South
Atlanta 4760 400 238 255
NewOrleans 4 6 0 .400 261 252
Carolina 37 1 318 215 300
TampaBay 2 8 0 .200 194 279
North
Detroit 730 .700 188 156
Green Bay 7 30 .700 330 225
Chicago 460 215 290
Minnesota 4 6 0 1220
X West
Arizona 9710 237 176
San Francisco 6 4 0 .600 211 212
tle 6 4 0 600 260 215
St. Louis 4 6 0 400 185 258
Thursday, Nov. 13
Miami 2, Buffalo

day, Nov. 16
Chicago 21 MRRESORE 15
Kansas City 24, Seattle 20
Cincinnatj 27, New Orleans 10
St. Louis 22, Denver
Rlouston 33, Clavetand 7
Atlanta 19, Carolina 17
Tampa Bay 27, Washington 7
gan Franclsca 16 K. Gants 10
San Diego 13, Oak
‘Arizona 14, Detro
Bay 53, pnnadelpma 2,
New England 42, Indianapolis
Open: BAtmorS, Danae Ackaonville,
N.Y. Jets
onday, Nov. 17
Plllsburgh 27 TEnnESSEE 24
ay's game
Kansas Clty at oakiand
lay’s games
Green Bay at Minnesota
Cincinnati at Houston

¢
Detroit at New En: 3
Jacksonv\lle at Indianapolis

Ao At San b iego
Washington at San Fancisco

iami at Del
Daflas at Ny, Gia
Open: Carolma, Plttsburgh
ay’s game

Baltimore at New Orfeans

Fight schedule

At The venetlan Macao Manny P
quiao vs. Chris Algieri, 12, for qulacs
WBO weiterweight title; Zou Shlmlﬂg v
Kwanpichit OnesongchaiGym, 12,
flyweight eliminator; Vasyl Compchenka
vs, Chonlatarn Pirivapinyo, 12, for Lom-
achenko’s WBO featherweight titly
sie Vargas vs. Amo nio DeMarco, 12, o
Vargas” WBA junior welterweight title.

At Yokohama, Japan, Takashi Miura vs.

Edgar Puerta, 12, for Miura’s WBC World
junior I\ghtwelght title; Roman Gonza-
ez vs. Rocky Fuentes, 12, for Gonzalez's
WBC World flyweight titie

At Liverpool, England, Nathan Clev-
erly vs. Tony Bellew, 12, cruiserweights;
Sammes DOGRIE Ve Mar<o ARCOMIS Perl.
an, 12, super middleweights; Scott
Quigg vs. Hidenori Otake, 12, for Quigg’s
WBA " junior featherwei h mle Jamle

water (10-0)

st. Scholastica (10-0) at St. John's
(Minn.) (9-1)

St, Thomas (Minn.) (8-2) at Wartburg

N Tlexas Lutheran (9-1) at Mary Hardin-
aylo

Bendictine (Ill.) (6-4) at Wheaton (1ll.)
(10-0)

Chapman (8-1) at Linfield (8-1)

NAIA playoffs
First Round
Saturday, Nov. 22
Faulkner (6-2) at Lindsey Wilson (9-2)
Georgetown (Ky.) (8-2) at Marian (8-2)
Northwestern (lowa) (8-2) at Missouri
Valley (8-
Langston 7-3) at Grand View 9-1)
Campbelisville (ky.) (7-3) at saint
Xavier
Valley City state (1) at Carroll
(Mont.) (9-
Ottawa {kan) ©2) at Morningside
(lowa) (9-
NRaAmbrica Nazarene (9-1) at South-
ern Oregon (9-2)

vs. Javier
Mebomnells e, Santamerant- tifla:
Anthony Joshua ve. Wighae! Sprott, 10,
heavyweights; Callum Smith vs. Nikola
sjekloca, 12, WBC super mldd\ewe\ght
eliminator; James DeGale vs. Marco
tonio Periban, 12, super middleweights;
George Groves vs. Denis Douglin, 12, su-
per middleweiahts.

At cenmryLmk center‘ omaha‘ Neb
Terence Crawford vs. Ray ayimu 0 Beltra
12 for Crawford's WEO| gmwe\ght title:

Evgeny Gradovich vs. d\/ 12,
for Gradovlch s IBF Worll featherwewght

1
r Chudinov vs. Ben

MCUlodh: 35" ror Sha intorm WA World
superm\ddlewel ht title.

anga Resort & Casino, Temec-
ula, cam Austin Trout vs. Luis Grajeda,
10, 'junior’ middleweights; Oscar Escan:
don've. Tyson Cave, 13, WA junor feath-
erweight eliminator; Antonio Tarver vs.
Johnathon Banks, 10, heavyweights;
Dominic Breazeale vs. Dominick Guinn,
10, heavyweights; Gerald Washington vs.
Byron Polley, 10, heavyweights.

Tuesday’s men’s scores

Canisius 63, Lehlgh 51
Columbia 70, Wagner 56
Cornell 58, co\gate 52,
Cortland St. 73, U
Georgetown 78, Texas AGM-CC 62
Hobart 84, Ithaca 6
La Salle 60, Quinnipi Sac 5
Mount St. Vincent 82, vaug
New Hampshire 84, Thomas (Mame)

Rider 73, Penn 5.

Skidmore 73, akticton 6

Springfield 90, W. New England 77
Mass 77, Manhattan

Asbury 109, Salem International 104

Baylor 69, South Carolin:

Chowan 81, Virginia Oian 40

Christopher Newport 71, Randolph-
Macon 70,

Constal Carolina 82, Columbia Inter-
national 51

Dawdson 86, Campbell 51

Duke 81, Michigan St.
E. Kentlicky 115, Kentucky Christian

ETSU 111, Virginia-Wise 66
FIU 53, Stetson 52
Georgia 80, Stony B
Georgia Southern 86 Tnnny {Hlaydo

Grambling St. 55,

Jackson St. 66, Jaclsonvllle 57
Kentucky 72, Kansa

S ALy 01'
Marshall 87, WVU Tech 6¢

Marville tennd 75 Emory & Henry

McNeese St. 90, Louisiana College 63
Murray St. 68, Middle Tennessee 49
oW Orleans 88, Pensacola Christian

ern 76, Florida St. 73
mi 3, Richmond 57
Presbyterian 82, Pledmont 4
s. llinois 84, Tennessee St.
UNC Wilmington 84, UNC Greensboro

veu s7. Toledo 78
1 124, Johnson 42

Virginia 75, SC State 55

Wichita St. 71, Memphis 56

william & Mary 56, Howard 49

Wofford 86, Io

Xavier (NG 6, Mobisle 60

Augsburg 95, Crowh Winn) 55

Butler 70, Chattanooga

Cent EI0an 7o Vaungstown St. 63
Chicago St. 102, Indiana-Northwest 51
DePaul 80, Drake 62

oindiana-Edst 72, Mount Vernon Naza-

“Kent st. 62, Malone 52

Lakeland 100, Silver Lake 86

Lawrence 68, Wis. Lutheran 6

Macalester 66, North Centrar (Minn.)
59

Minn. Duluth 80, Wis.-Superior 70
Minn.-Morris 101, Trinity Bible 78
Minnesota 76, W. Kentucky 54
Nebraska 82, Cent. Arkansas 56
North Dakota 76, Mayville St. 39

Ohio St. 74, Marquette

$E Missouri 86, Hannibal-LaGrange 49
Saint Louis 69, Indiana s

Spring Arbor 63, Alm:

St Norbert 76, North Park 65

Winona St. 86,

WIooFau Ciagra & Witerbo 57

Xavier 97, Long, Eeacn

Buffalo 74, Texas Arlmg
Concordia-Austin 109, Texas Lutheran

9
Incarnate Word 94, Huston-Tillotson

N. lowa 79, Stephen F. Austin 77, OT
Oklahoma St. 91, NW Oklahoma St. 45
Wayland Baptist 99, W. Texas A&M 91

Pro soccer

MLS playoffs
KNOCKOUT ROUND
Eastern Confer:
New York 2, Sporting Kansas City 1
stern Cnnl
FC Dal\as 2, Vancouvs 1
NFERENCE SEMIFINALS

ere
\umbns 3
, Columbus 2
; Columbus 1

estern Conferen l:e
LA Galaxy 5, Real

Salt
Leg 1 — LA Galaxy 0, Real salt ke 0
1692 = LA Galaxy 5. Real Salt Lake 0
Seattle 1, FC Dallas 1

Leg 1 — Sunday, Nov. 2: Seattle 1, FC
Dallas 1

Leg 2 — FC Dal\as 0, Seattle 0, Seattle
advances on away goals

coNFERENcE CHA'\MPIONSHIP

New Tngiand vs. New
Leg 1 — Sunday, Nov. 23: New England
at New York
Leg 2 — Saturday, Nov. 2!
at New England
Western cnnlerence
Seattle vs. LA Galax:
Leg 1 — Sunday, Nov. 23: Scattle at LA
Galaxy.
Legz - Sunday, Nov. 30: LA Galaxy at
Seatt]

: New York

MLS Ct
Sunday, Dec. 7: Conference champi-
ons

FAR WEST
BYU 91, UALR 62
Boise St. 72, Montana 67, 20T
Cal Poly 65, San Francisco St. 44
Colorado 90, Auburn 59
High Point 62, Hawaii =4
Oregon St. 86, Corban 6
Oregon Tech 87, New HODe Christian

Portland St. 84, Willamette 63
n Saint Mary’s (Cal) 83, New Mexico St.

San Diego St. 53, Utah 49
Wyoming 61, Westem st (Col.) 46

Angelo St. 104, Viennar y
. Finlandia 73, Northland lntematlonal

Tuesday’s women’s scores

EAST
Army 68, Stony Brook 59

Bryant 72, Vermont 5!

Bufialo 66, 51, ancis (Pa,) 80
Fordham 61, Mount St. Mary’s 37
Oneonta 69, Utica 54

Providence 78, Brown C
Quinnipiac 87, Hampton
RochaBier a1, Withaim armith 50

saint Josephs 78, Temple 74, OT
Thiel 83, Penn St. Behrend 7

3ellarmine 82, Cedarville 68

ast 97,
1103, Bethune- Cookman 34

Iorld
Georgia southern 78, Jacksonville 65
ndiana-Southeast 84, Kentucky Chris-

an
Jacksonville st. 64, Alabama 62
iberty 69,
Orabn 5t 96 Wasley
C ART 63, UNC Ashewlle 46
C state 70, Charlot
Rrmpehire 78, Howard 68
Northwestern St. 69, Louisiana Tech

57
Presbyterlan 120, Allen
S.Indiana 72, Kemucky wes\eyan 58
Sewanee 72, Covenant
Transy\vama ey Spa\dmg 60
on (Tenn..

vwr inia Tech so, Norfolk St. 49
Wake Forest 89, Tenrgessee Tech 62
WEST

ey 7
Haskell I dlan Nanyuns 79, Baker 70
PFW 90, Gra
UPUI 66, E. I\I|n0|s4A
llinois 66, Robert Morris 48
ndiana 81, Valparaiso 49

upe
i Yieity Bibless
lorth Dakota 83, Milwaukee 76

Sioux Falls 90, Dakota St. 70

o Mary's (Vi 75, Wik Eau Claire

Wayne (Mich) 107, Michigan-Dear-
born 35

Wis_-Oshkosh 90, Viterbo 44

Youngstown St. 68, Kent St. 49

Arhngton Eapnst 80, sul Ross St. 67
Oklahoma 100, Lamar 7:
Texas Lutheran 67, Cnncnrdla -Austin

Texas Tech 81, TExas Sl 77,0T
UALR 61, M\Ssourl
2R WEST

£

St. N Mexico St. 45
cahforma 76, Nevada 5
Gonzaga 88, Idaho St.
San blego 60, Cal St Ful\erton 54

AP sportlight

934 — Busher Jackson scores four
thirdperiod Gonls 1o, leaq the. Torants

Maple Leas to a 5-2 victory over the St.
Louis Eagles.

1560 = Jerry Norton of St. Lous inter-
cepts four passes to lead the Cardinals
in 3 26-14 victory over the Washington

Redskin
"~ Walter Payton rushes_for an
NFL Thcord 378 yards as the Chicago
Bears edge the Minnesota Vikings 10-7.
ave Krieg passes for
418 yards and ¢ oot fonthdonpe ts tos
the Seahawks to a 27-19 victory over the
Denver Broncos.
1983 — Steve Bartkowski throws a 42-
yard desperation pass that is deflected
36 Billy Jonnson at the 5-yard line, and he
then fights his way into the end Zone to
give the Atlanta Falcons a 28-24 victory
over the San Francisco 49er
S avden: Fry wins his 200th
game as lowa beats Minnesota 21-3.
Venturn: Seores twice
acey and Robin
s as North Carolina beats
Notre Dame 5-0 for its ninth consecutive
NCAA vomen's soccer c\‘\amE\ onship.
AC. Green breal
ol for cansstuive mes. making
i 307th strafant appearance i the ba
las Mavericks 101-57 loss to the Golden
State Warriors, Green surpasses R:
Smith's mark of 906 set from 1972-83.
— Annika Sorenstam closes an-
other spectacular year with
LPGA Tour victory, hoiding off Liselotte
Neumann at the ADT Championship by
two strokes.

2
2

Tuesday’s transactions
BASEBALL
ajor League Baseball
MLB — SuSDended free agent OF Day-
ton Alexander 76 games after a positive
test positive for metabohles of Methand-
ienone and Methyltestosterone and free
agent OF Ben McQuown 50 games for a
second positive test for a drug of abuse
under the Minor League Drug Prevention
and Treatment Program.
American League
CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Agreed to
terms with LHP Zach Duke on a three-
year contrag
CI.EVELAND INDIANS — Agreed to
terms with RHP Shaun Marcum and RHP
ustin Molleken on minor league con-

HOUSTON ASTROS — Agreed to terms
with OF Alex Presley on a one-year con-
tract.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Named Pat Lis-
tach manager of Tacoma (PC

IGERS — Named Tony Beas-
ley thlrd | base coach,
BLUE JAYS — Agre
terme with C Rutsel Kiarin ‘o8 & fue
year contract.

National League

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Named Da-
vid Finley vice president, amateur & in-
ternational scouting, Galen Carr director
of player personnel, Jeff Pickler special
assistant, pro scouting & player devel-
opment and Jack Cressend as pitching
crosschecker.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Named
Frank Cacciatore coach at Reading (L):
Greg Legg manager, Rob Ducey coach
and Steve Schrenk pitching coach for
Clearwater (FSL); Shawn Williams man-
ager and Nelson Prada coach for Lake-
wood (SAL); Pat Borders manager at
Williamsport (NYP); and Brian Sweeney
Dltchmg coach of GCL Phillies.

RATES — Agreed to
terme with Collin. Balester, LHP Jeremy
Bleich, RHP Deolis Guerra,
Lincoln, INF Gustavo Nunez, RHP B

Wood, RHP Fell?e Gonzalez, RHP Marek
Minarik, RHP Tyler Sample and OF Junior
Sosa on minor league contracts.

L

National Baskﬂball Association
HOUSTON ROCKETS — Assigned G Nick
Johnson to Rio Grande valley NBADL):

National Football League

L — Suspended Minnesota RB Adri-
an Peterson for the remainder of the
season for vmlaung the NFL personal
conduct polic;

ARIZONA GARDINALS — Placed TE
Troy Niklas on injured reserve. Signed TE
Matthew Mulligan.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Activated FB
Mike Tolbert from the injured reserve/
return list. Signed WR-CB De’Andre Pre-
Sley from the practice squad, waived WR
Jason Avant. Placed OT Nate Chandler on

e.

ICAGO BEARS — Signed WR-KR
Marc Mariani to a two-year contract.
Waived S Ahmad Dixon.

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Signed LB
Terrell Manning to the practice squad.
Released LB Justin Jackson from the
practice squas

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Waived RB Ben
Tate. Signed LB Zac Diles. Re-signed DL
Jacobbi McDaniel to the practice squad.
Signed LB Scott Solomon to the practice
squad. Released LB D.J. Smith from the
practice squad.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Released G Jeff
Baca and LB Will Smith from the prac-
tice squad. Signed LB Keith Smith and CB
Robert stceples to the practice squad,

DIANAPOLIS COLTS — Signed KR

w on injured
reserve. Waived LB Victor Butler. Signed
RB Michael Hill to the practice squad.
Released WR Eric Thomas from the prac”
tice squa

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed RB
Dominique  Williams to the practice

squad.
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Placed WR

rence Frederick from the practice squad.
Signed S Pierre Warren from Minnesota’s
practice squad.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Released RB
LeGarrette Blo

nal Hor,key eague
CHICAGO BLACKDAWKS Reassigned
D stecrhen Johns to Rockford (AHL). Re-
F Joakim Nordstrom and D Adam
Clendening from Rockfor
COLUMBUS BLUE SACKETS o A55|gned
D Frederic St. Denis to Springfield (AHL).
DALI — TRecalled D Jyrki
Jokipakka from Jexas (AHL).
— Reassigned
o Frk Brom Grand Rapids (AHL)
to Toledo (EC|
TLORIDA PANTHERS — Recalled | Roc-
co Grlmaldl from San Antonio (AHI

ArRtioned' sosh
Harding 1o Jwa (ALY,
SOt

Maijor League Soccer

CHICAGO FIRE — Agreed to terms with
MIF patrick Nyarko.

COLUMBUS CREW — Exercised the
2075 EomaGE OBt With & Stave Clark
G Matt Lampson, G Brad Stuver, D Chad
Barson, D Waylon Francis, D Ben Sweat,
D Tyson Wahl, D Josh Williams, MF Ro-
main Gall, MF Kevan George, MF Hector
Jimenez, MF Ben Speas, MF Tony Tchani,
DP Federico Higuain, F Adam Bedell and
F Aaron Schoenfeld.
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL/SPORTS BRIEFS

Mississippi State quarterback Dak Prescott talks
. T eal Ala

win on y in

ButcH DiLL/AP

with Alabama quarterback Blake Sims after the Tide’s

The still have a chance to claim a spot in the playoff.

Tide No. 1; race for No. 4

Mississippi State, TCU, Ohio State and Baylor
all in contention for coveted final playoff spot

By Rarpa D. Russo
The Associated Press

With just three weeks until the
College Football Playoff commit-
tee releases its final rankings, Al-
abama, Oregon and Florida State
seem to be in control of their
championship chances.

Keep winning, and the Crim-
son Tide, Ducks and Seminoles
should be in.

The race for the fourth and
final spot in the playoff is shap-
ing up to be a tussle between four
teams.

Alabama jumped from fifth
to first after handing previously
undefeated and top-ranked Mis-
sissippi State its first loss on
Saturday. The Bulldogs slid to
fourth.

Oregon remained in second
place and Florida State in third.
The Seminoles are the only un-
defeated team left in a Big Five
conference.

Florida State fans might not
be happy about how their team
is being treated, but the Semi-
noles appear to be safe if they
can keep winning right through
the Atlantic Coast Conference
championship game. Same goes
with Alabama in the Southeast-
ern Conference and Oregon in
the Pac-12.

After  that,
complicated.

Mississippi State is followed
by TCU, which slipped to No. 5
after a closer-than-expected win
against Kansas on Saturday. Ohio
State moved up two spots to No.
6, ahead of TCU’s Big 12 rival
Baylor.

The Bulldogs play Vanderbilt
on Saturday but finish the regular
season at Ole Miss, giving them a
chance for another résumé-boost-
ing victory. They could use it be-
cause their best wins from early

things  get

TCU
sl ko

Nov. 22 Vanderbilt
Nov. 29 at Miss.

H\J

Nov. 22 Indiana
Nov. 29 Michigan
Dec. 6 Big Ten
championship

Nov. 27 at Texas
Dec. 6 lowa St.

Nov. 22 Okla. St.
Nov. 29 Texas Tech
Dec. 6 Kansas St.

in the season (LSU, Texas A&M
and Auburn) have been tarnished
a bit lately.

Ohio State is in position to play
in the Big Ten championship if it
wins out.

The Big 12 has no conference
championship game. TCU and
Baylor would be co-champs if
each finishes 11-1, but Baylor
beat the Horned Frogs in Waco,
Texas, last month.

The selection protocol calls for
the committee to use champion-
ships won as a tiebreaker if teams
have similar résumés.

Selection Committee chairman
Jeff Long said “the differences
between teams four through
seven are narrow, very narrow.”

Whether it’s narrow enough to
allow TCU, Ohio State or Baylor
to jump past Mississippi State if
one of those teams wins its con-
ference and Mississippi State
doesn’t remains to be seen.

“I don’t think there is any way
to project that,” said Long, the
athletic director at Arkansas. “It
will certainly be weighed into the
equation on Dec. 6 and 7.”

The committee releases its final
rankings on Dec. 7, the day after
most of the conference champion-
ship games are played.

Long said Alabama controlled
the game in its 25-20 victory
against Mississippi State enough
to earn the big promotion this
week. Alabama led by two scores
in the fourth quarter and Missis-
sippi State cut the lead to five with
a touchdown with 15 seconds left.

Long referred to game control
a few times this week. It’s not a
metric used by the committee but
a subjective discussion about how
the game was played.

TCU rallied for a 34-30 victory
against Kansas, and Long noted
how the Horned Frogs’ inabil-
ity to control the game against
a struggling team negatively af-
fected their résumé.

Long also said a second straight
road victory for Ohio State, this
one against Minnesota after beat-
ing Michigan State the week be-
fore, helped the Buckeyes move
up two spots. Still, an early sea-
son home loss to Virginia Tech is
amark against Ohio State.

“While they have certainly
added to their résumé and shown
they are a better team, it doesn’t
erase that loss,” Long said of the
Buckeyes.

The committee still doesn’t
have a team from outside the Big
Five conferences in its rankings
but will have to pick the best of
that group in the final rankings to
fill a guaranteed spot in the New
Year’s bowls.

Long said the committee dis-
cussed undefeated Marshall of
Conference USA, Boise State
and Colorado State of the Moun-
tain West, Northern Illinois of
the Mid-American Conference
and Memphis from the American
Athletic Conference.

Briefly

Seau, Warner are
Hall semifinalists

The Associated Press

Junior Seau, Kurt Warner and
Tony Dungy are among 26 semi-
finalists for the Pro Football Hall
of Fame’s class of 2015.

Seau and Warner are among
eight first-year candidates in the
balloting. Dungy is in his second
year on the ballot.

Former general managers Bill
Polian and Ron Wolf previously
were selected as contributor fi-
nalists. Mick Tingelhoff is the
senior committee nominee, and
there will be 15 modern era final-
ists to be considered on Jan. 31,
the day before the Super Bowl, in
Phoenix.

Inductions will be in August at
the Canton, Ohio, shrine.

Other semifinalists include re-
ceivers Marvin Harrison, Tim
Brown and newcomers Isaac
Bruce and Torry Holt; running
backs Jerome Bettis, Terrell
Davis, Roger Craig and newcom-
er Edgerrin James; safeties John
Lynch, Darren Woodson and
Steve Atwater; defensive ends/
linebackers Charles Haley and
Kevin Greene; linebacker Karl
Mecklenburg; newcomer corner-
back Ty Law; offensive tackles
Joe Jacoby, Mike Kenn and new-
comer Orlando Pace; guard Will
Shields; newcomer center Kevin
Mawae; placekicker Morten An-
dersen; and coaches Don Coryell
and Jimmy Johnson.

CB Bailey retires after
stellar 15-year career

ENGLEWOOD, Colo.— Champ
Bailey said goodbye to the NFL
on Tuesday after signing a cere-
monial one-day contract with his
beloved Denver Broncos.

Bailey retired at age 36 with
a cornerback-record dozen Pro
Bowl selections, more intercep-
tions (52) than any active player
and no regrets.

“Until my last snap I tried to be
the best on the field,” Bailey said.
“We all get old in this game.”

In addition to John Elway,
John Fox and Joe Ellis, dozens
of current players joined for-
mer teammates including John
Lynch, Brian Dawkins and Jake
Plummer in celebrating Bailey’s
unparalleled career that ended
because of a left foot injury.

“I need my feet,” Bailey said
afterward. “It’s like a quarter-
back and his arm.”

Bailey’s last NFL season was
a bittersweet one. He missed 11
games last year with the Lisfranc
sprain before returning to action
down the stretch. His perfor-
mance in the AFC championship
game finally got him to a Super
Bowl, which proved both the apex
and nadir of his 15-year career.

Yet, Bailey said hoisting the
Lamar Hunt trophy was special
even though he never got his
hands on the Lombardi trophy.

“Regardless of what happened
after that, that moment was spe-

cial for me and I'll never forget
it,” he said. “The biggest game
you can play on your own field.
Hopefully, this year they don’t
come up short — I would say ‘we’
because I feel like I'm still a part
of this. I hope WE don’t come up
short this year.”

Bailey thanked the Washing-
ton Redskins and Charley Cas-
serly for drafting him with the
seventh overall pick in 1999 and
Mike Shanahan and the Broncos
for bringing him to Denver in the
2004 trade for Clinton Portis.

In other NFL news:

B Jonas Gray has been given 2
more yards rushing by a scoring
change that makes him the third
New England Patriots player with
more than 200 in a game.

The change by the NFL brings
his total to 201 in the fourth game
of his career, a 42-20 win over
the Indianapolis Colts on Sunday
night.

With 10%2 minutes left, Gray
originally was given a 2-yard
loss. But the NFL ruled that a
facemask penalty enforced from
the line of scrimmage wiped out
the play.

NBA’s first openly gay
player Collins retires

NEW YORK — Jason Col-
lins, the first openly gay man to
play in the NBA, announced his
retirement from the league on
Wednesday.

The 35-year-old Collins made
the announcement in a first-per-
son story for Sports Illustrated.
It’s the same forum he used in
April, 2013, to publicly reveal his
sexuality and become the first
openly gay man in any of the four
major North American profes-
sional leagues.

He joined the Brooklyn Nets in
February and played 22 games,
but was not on the squad this
season.

“It feels wonderful to have been
part of these milestones for sports
and for gay rights, and to have
been embraced by the public, the
coaches, the players, the league
and history,” Collins wrote.

Collins started his career with
the New Jersey Nets in 2001
and rejoined the franchise in
Brooklyn.

Butler, Athletics
reach 3-year deal

OAKLAND, Calif. — The
Oakland Athletics have agreed
to terms on a $30 million, three-
year contract with designated hit-
ter Billy Butler through the 2017
season.

Butler helped the Kansas City
Royals reach the World Series
last month after a 29-year play-
off drought. In the postseason
opener, they rallied late to elimi-
nate Oakland in the AL wild-card
game. Butler contributed two hits
and two RBIs.
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Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant

drives ag:

st Atlanta Hawks guard

Jeff Teague in the second half Tuesday
t in Atlanta. Bryant scored 28
points in the Lakers’ 114-109 victory.

Joun Bazemore/AP
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Struggling Lakers
get second victory

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Kobe Bryant
scored 28 points as the Los Ange-
les Lakers won for only the sec-
ond time this season, beating the
Atlanta Hawks 114-109 Tuesday
night.

Bryant’s biggest shot came with
1:11 remaining, when he backed
in against Thabo Sefolosha and
made a fadeaway jumper despite
being fouled. Bryant slapped
hands with a fan on the front row
and completed the three-point
play, giving the Lakers a 108-102
lead.

The Hawks had a chance to
force overtime after the Lakers
(2-9) failed to put it away at the
line. But Los Angeles smothered
long-range threat Kyle Korver,
leaving Pero Antic to take an open
three-pointer. It clanked off the
rim and the Lakers gobbled up
the loose ball to seal the victory.

Paul Millsap led Atlanta with
29 points.

Carlos Boozer added 20 points
for the Lakers, and Nick Young,
coming back from a thumb inju-
ry, had 17 in his first game of the
season.

Pelicans 106, Kings 100:
Anthony Davis had 28 points and
nine rebounds to help New Or-
leans win at Sacramento.

Ryan Anderson hit four three-
pointers and scored 22 points for
the Pelicans, who outscored the
Kings 31-15 in the third quarter.

Tyreke Evans had 18 points, and
Eric Gordon scored 17.

DeMarcus Cousins had 24
points and 17 rebounds for Sac-
ramento, which dropped to 3-2 at
home. Darren Collison added 13
points and 11 assists, and Jason
Thompson finished with 15 points
and nine rebounds.

Bucks 117, HKnicks 113:
Ersan Ilyasova had 20 points, and
rebuilding Milwaukee climbed
above .500 for the first time in
more than a year with a victory
over visiting New York.

Zaza Pachulia added season
highs of 14 points and 13 rebounds
for the Bucks, who improved to 6-
S. It was the first time the team
had awinning record since March
20, 2013, when it was 34-33.

New York cut a 26-point deficit
to 115-113 with 7.9 seconds left,
but Milwaukee held on.

Carmelo Anthony had 26 points
for the Knicks, and Tim Hard-
away Jr. scored 24.

Jazz 98, Thunder 81: Alec
Burks had 20 points and a career-
high 14 rebounds as host Utah
beat reeling Oklahoma City.

Enes Kanter added 16 points
and a season-high 15 rebounds for
Utah, which had a 55-44 edge on
the glass. Trey Burke scored 11
of his 17 points in the second half,
and finished with nine assists.

Oklahoma City has lost three
straight and seven of nine. Jer-
emy Lamb led the Thunder with
19 points.
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ATHLETES OF THE YEAR: CROSS-COUNTRY

=
DavE ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes

Yokota Panthers junior Daniel Galvin

Brittani Shappell, Seisen

Daniel Galvin, Yokota

By DavE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

He posted the fastest overseas
times this season in various race
distances.

But maybe the most important
takeaway Daniel Galvin got this
cross-country season had noth-
ing to do with a measurement on
a stopwatch.

“He learned the importance of
taking time off instead of training
every day,” said Galvin’s father
and coach, Dan Galvin.

Overtraining, runner and coach
say, can be the ultimate burden
for a runner, especially one who
missed three major season-end
events with a stress fracture in his
lower right shin, as the younger
Galvin did.

Galvin has still been named
Stars and Stripes Pacific boys
cross-country Athlete of the Year.

“Don’t try to push through it
like I did,” Galvin said of what
he’d tell another runner facing his
situation.

“And you have to accept the fact
that you have a stress fracture. I

always told myself that it was just
shin splints, when it was clear that
it was, in fact, a stress fracture,
which probably prolonged the re-
covery process.”

Thus, he watched the Nov. 3-4
Far East meet from the finish line
as Willem Thorbecke of American
School In Japan crossed first, as
Galvin had hoped to do. Galvin
wasn’t at the DODDS-Japan or
Kanto finals — events he won last
year — either.

“Sometimes, I need to take a
day or maybe even a race off, de-
pending on the levels of pain I'm
feeling,” Galvin said. “But I also
learned I can’t take anything for
granted. Running in top-perfor-
mance shape for long periods is
dangerous because it’s such a
fine line between peak shape and
injury.”

And the season began with such
promise for Galvin, who became
the fourth of six runners to post a
sub-15-minute time at Tama, top-
ping out at 14 minutes, 40.9 sec-
onds. In a meet at Marine Corps

Galvin ran 16:08 in a SK run, fast-
est overseas this season.

But the script changed Oct. 9 at
Tama, when the pain became too
much and he pulled out of a meet
for the first time.

Clearly, things will change going
forward, Galvin said. His father
said a doctor ordered him not to
run until the end of November. For
the moment, Galvin is riding the
exercise bike up to two hours and
swimming for an hour daily.

Yokota’s assistant coach, former
two-time Hong Kong Olympian
Maggie Chan-Roper, has impart-
ed running workouts on Galvin,
in which he’ll engage once he’s
cleared to run.

“I'm going to have to start off
slow and not put too much pres-
sure on my legs,” he said. “Once
I get back into running shape, in
which I'm confident I won’t get
hurt, I'll take the focus on my
workouts and put a lot more of it
into the running.”

Air Station Iwakuni in )

ornauer.

ipes.com

By DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

Mike Shappell looked astounded.

Though not his daughter Brittani’s
coach, he has witnessed her devel-
opment in track and field and cross-
country since she was a fourth-grader
with the Whatcom Tesseract Club in
‘Washington.

After a hard workout one afternoon,
the father, himself a runner, asked his
daughter how she paced herself so she
could ensure her lungs keep up.

“What do you mean?” she asked.

“Like, when you go too fast and you
can’t breathe hard enough.”

“T've never felt that,” she said. “My
legs just get tired sometimes.”

Shappell the elder said later that
he’d never heard that from an en-
durance athlete before. “As a coach
myself, she scares me,” said the
elder Shappell, who coaches tennis at
Seisen, where Brittani is a freshman
and winner of every cross-country
event she ran this season.

She won the Asia-Pacific Invita-
tional on Guam, the Kanto Plain fi-
nals and the Far East meet as well
as every Kanto regular-season meet.

Shappell is the only runner ever to go
under 13 minutes multiple times at
Tama Hills Recreation Center, clock-
ing 12:34.1 in the Kanto finals.

For all that, Shappell has been
named Stars and Stripes Pacific girls
cross-country Athlete of the Year. But
it’s more than the times she’s posted;
it’s how she does it and what she puts
into it.

“It is as much her ability to reach
deeper for an effort others are not
willing to match and an internally
motivated work ethic that drives her
success,” her father said.

Shappell arrived at Seisen as a
sixth-grader in 2011 as an already-
accomplished track athlete who ran
and did field events for Whatcom Tes-
seract. At age 12, Shappell set Pacific
records in the 1,500- and 3,000-meter
runs, far surpassing high school ath-
letes in each event.

She was “already a very mature and
complete runner” upon arriving at
Seisen, said coach Matt Granger. Evi-
dence of that, he said, was her use of a
stopwatch to set pace times on tempo
runs and interval workouts to gener-
ate a training log. Granger calls that

the product of “high-level” coaching
from Whatcom’s Peter Oviat.

Shappell is also self-driven and mo-
tivated. “She really shuts everything
out when she runs and is very inside
herself,” Granger said.

“(Her) attention to detail, high toler-
ance for the physical discomfort that
comes with sport and being blessed
with physical talent has been instru-
mental in the progressive lowering of
times and records she has set over the
past three years.”

“She makes it look easy,” Seisen
athletic director Elizabeth Jury said.
“... and she’s not cocky at all.”

At times, Jury said, Shappell will
run against boys in workouts to get
a feel for having to chase somebody.
“She doesn’t know what it’s like to
come from behind or kick because
she’s always ahead so much.”

The best may be yet to come.

“I'm authentically curious as to
what her limits are and I hope to
someday witness her fully realized
potential,” Mike Shappell said.

ornauer.dave@stripes.com
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Marius Ruh, St. Mary’s

By DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

Subdued, gentlemanly and studious off
the court. Fierce competitor on it. “Almost
like two different people,” his coach says.

Marius Ruh burst onto the Kanto Plain
tennis scene this season as a junior transfer
from Germany, adjusting to life in Japan
but dominating opponents on tennis courts
in the same manner as a guy who played
ITF juniors while growing up in Bavaria.

He went 16-1 in high school matches,
winning the Kanto Plain finals and the Far
East tournament and leading his St. Mary’s
International Titans to team titles in both.
His only loss came in the Far East final in
doubles — which he’d not played until Far
East week.

For his efforts, but also for what he and
his coach call a relentless desire to im-
prove, a studious manner in the classroom
and the spirit and determination of a tiger
on the court, Ruh has been named Stars
and Stripes Pacific boys tennis Athlete of
the Year.

“He’s at a level all his own” regarding
Pacific tennis, his coach Tomas Molina
said. “He has a strong desire to win and
a willingness to take on any challenge, in-
cluding doubles. He just likes to improve
his tennis and take on any challenge that
will allow him to improve.”

Molina, who also teaches Ruh in the
classroom, says he’s “one of the most gen-
tle and polite people I've ever met. He’s so
well-mannered, it’s hard to believe he can
be so fierce and competitive on the court.”

If there is a downside to his game, Ruh
says he has to work to at times to rein in his
emotions when things aren’t going right.
He readily admits to liking the tiger com-
parison, which “sometimes leads me to
getting a bit mad on the court, but usually I
can control my temper.”

As dominant as he was during the sea-
son, Ruh feels there is always a need to bet-
ter his game.

“I'm a very ambitious person, always
trying to improve and never completely
happy with my results,” he said.

At times during the season, Molina said,
Ruh would gaze at a player on another
team and say, “I want to play him. He’s a
good player.”

“Just to see how he’d do against good
players,” Molina said. “It drives him and
the satisfaction he gets from overcoming
the challenges.”

Molina has repeatedly stated that St.
Mary’s was fortunate to have Ruh in the
fold. His father, an executive with adidas,
transferred from their native Germany to
Tokyo and Molina said Ruh could have by-
passed high school tennis and just played
exclusively club or ITF tennis.

ATHLETES OF THE YEAR: TENNIS

Dave ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes

St. Mary's International’s Marius Ruh

Yet despite Ruh’s cachet, Molina says
'you won’t hear him brag, “even though he’s
in position to. Even at his level, he listens.
He is so coachable.”

Ruh never fails to learn from any com-
petitive situation.

Speaking specifically of the Far East
doubles loss: It showed that he and partner
Juan Borga “weren’t able to adapt to (a)
much higher level of competition than the
previous rounds,” Ruh said.

But by no means, he said, was he dis-
satisfied with the way things turned out
during the season for him and his Titans
teammates. “I am indeed very happy with
the team and how everything went,” he
said.

ornauer.dave@stripes.com
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Lili Kobayashi, ASl)

By DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

Dusk had long since settled over Shirako
Tennis Complex east of Tokyo. But Lili Ko-
bayashi found herself in a darker spot. An
all-too familiar one that she felt she could
never escape.

Off the court the American School In
Japan junior walked, vanquished in three
sets by rival Matilde Piras of Seisen In-
ternational after winning the first set, and
she dissolved in the arms of her coach Jen
Brown.

“I'm always second. I don’t deserve to
be first. I'm too weak under pressure,” Ko-
bayashi thought to herself. It was the third
time she’d lost in the finals of a major tour-
nament, twice in the Kanto finals — in-
cluding this one — and the 2013 Far East
championship match.

Nonsense, teammates told her when she
confessed those thoughts. One, Erin Blank,
reminded her that though she lost on this
day, she had beaten Piras twice during the
regular season.

“Two of them were your days, but the
third time, it was just Matilde’s day,” Blank
recalls telling Kobayashi. “And everyone
has those days when they don’t win. And
that’s OK. But you have Far East, where
you can go and show that the title belongs
to you, and it always has.”

Blank’s prescience proved perfect days
later when Kobayashi outlasted Seoul
American’s Grace Cho 7-5, 6-4 for her first
Far East title. She later teamed with Nana
Yoshimura to win the doubles as well.

Kobayashi has been named Stars and
Stripes Pacific girls tennis Athlete of the
Year.

“I really can’t describe how proud I was
of her when she [came in] first at Far East;
she broke the wall that was in her way for a
long time,” Yoshimura said.

But that triumph didn’t come without
much self-reflection in the wake of the
Kanto finals defeat.

“At first, I was really depressed” about
losing to Piras and feared the same thing
would happen at Far East, Kobayashi
said. But after conversing with Brown
and teammates, “I realized I had nothing
to lose. And with their support, I went out
there even more motivated and wanted to
do the best I could.”

She admits she detests losing. It “just
means that I need to work harder and it
sets a goal for me for the next time,” she
said.

While she fashioned a 15-1 combined
singles and doubles season record, it was
her team-building work off the court that
led Blank to refer to Kobayashi as the
team’s “Mama Bear.”

Though she lost heart, however briefly,
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American School In Japan's Lili Kobayashi

in the wake of the Kanto defeat, team-
mates describe Kobayashi’s personality as
effervescent.

“She brings morale and (unity) to the
team, and her optimistic personality push-
es us to higher standards and induces us to
try harder,” Yoshimura said.

“She made sure no one ever felt neglect-
ed or alone on the team,” doubles player
Anna Wade said.

Clearing the final hurdle will benefit
Kobayashi and the team going forward,
Brown said. “It’s finally starting to click
for her. She has the mindset, ‘I can do this.
The team and the coach are behind me.
These wins at Far East will motivate her
as a senior.”

ornauer.dave@stripes.com
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NHL

Roundup

Furious rally lifts
Flames by Ducks

The Associated Press

CALGARY, Alberta — Things
weren’t looking too good for Jonas
Hiller against his former team for
the first time.

Down 2-0 at the second in-
termission, the Calgary Flames
mounted a furious comeback in
the third period on their way to a
wild 4-3 shootout victory over the
Anaheim Ducks on Tuesday.

“It feels great to get the win,”
said Hiller, who made 24 saves
through overtime. “Especially
after being down after two peri-
ods and not playing our best game
and finding a way to step it up. I
think it shows a lot of character
on this team.”

After Sean Monahan scored in
the third round of the shootout,
Hiller stood his ground to force
Corey Perry to shoot wide of the
net to preserve the victory for
Calgary.

“I think everyone in here is be-
lieving that we can turn games
around,” said Hiller, who signed
as a free agent with the Flames on
July 1 after seven seasons with the
Ducks. “A lot of times, third peri-
ods have been our best periods.”

Johnny Gadreau scored earlier
in the shootout for the Flames,
and Ryan Kesler tied it for the
Ducks.

Dennis Wideman scored twice
in regulation and Jiri Hudler also
had a goal for the Flames, who
won their third straight. Calgary
has won four times when trailing
after two periods, matching their
total last season.

“We’ve done agood job this year
so far of sticking to our game and
when we haven’t had the first and
second period that we’d like we’ve
found a way to find our legs in the
third,” said Wideman, who’s now
tied with San Jose’s Brent Burns
for the NHL lead in goals by a de-
fenseman at seven. “It’s a big win
for us because it gives the young
guys the confidence to know they
can go up against the best and we
can win games.”

Sami Vatanen had a goal and
two assists, and Matt Beleskey
and Kyle Palmieri also scored
for Anaheim. Frederik Andersen
had 16 saves.

“We made some mental mis-
takes that cost us the game to-
night,” Ducks captain Ryan
Getzlaf said. “We should have
been out of that game and on our
way.”

Blue Jackets 5, Red Wings 0:
Jimmy Howard made 28 saves
for his 19th career shutout, and
Tomas Tatar and Tomas Jurco
each had a goal and an assist to
1ift visiting Detroit.

Gustav Nyquist, Riley Sheahan
and Darren Helm also scored and
Brendan Smith added two assists
to help Detroit end a three-game
road winless skid.

Penguins 4, Canadiens O:

Jerr McInTosH, THe CanaDIAN PREss/AP

Calgary Flames goalie Jonas
Hiller celebrates his team’s 4-3
win over the Anaheim Ducks in
a shootout Tuesday in Calgary,
Alberta.

Marc-Andre Fleury made 27
saves for his league-leading
fourth shutout of the season as
Pittsburgh ended Montreal’s six-
game winning streak

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division
G W L OT P
Montreal 1
Tampa Bay 1

1.

Buffalo

Pittsburgh
N.Y.Islanders
Washington
N.Y. Rangers
New Jersey
Philadelphia
Carolina
Columbus

Anaheim
Calgary
Vancouver
Los Angeles
San Jose
Arizona
Edmonton

Note: Two points for a win, one poin
for overtime 10s:

M d lay’s games
Tampa Bay 5. N.. Rangers 1
esday’s games

Calgary 4, Ananeim 3,40

Pittsburgh 4, Montreal 0
Winnipeg 3, New Jersey 1
Carolina 6, Dallas 4
Washington 2, Arizona 1, OT
Los Angeles 5. Florida 2
esday’s games

5, ing 2: Cal
Clutterbuck, M1.kha11 Grabovski
and Ryan Strome scored in the
second period to lift host New
York.

Bruins 2, Blues 0: Tuukka
Rask made 33 saves for his first
shutout of the season as the Bru-
ins ended a six-game home losing
streak against St. Louis.

Patrice Bergeron and Torey
Krug scored for the Bruins, who
were outshot 33-17.

Kings 5, Panthers 2: Jeff
Carter had a power-play goal and
an assist during host Los Angeles’
four-goal second period, and Jon-
athan Quick made 30 saves in the
Kings’ victory over Florida.

Sabres rks 1: Brian
Gionta had two goals and an as-
sist in leading Buffalo in front
of a sparse, snowstorm-depleted
crowd. The game was played
in front of an estimated crowd
of about 6,200 on a day a severe
snowstorm dumped more than 4
feet of snow in the area.

redators 9, Maple Leafs
2: Taylor Beck scored twice as
Nashville routed host Toronto.

Maple Leafs goalie Jonathan
Bernier lasted just one period, al-
lowing three goals — two by Beck
— on 12 shots.

Capitals 2, Coyotes 1 (OT):
Eric Fehr put in a rebound at
3:16 of overtime to lift visiting
Washington.

Fehr got his stick on a deflect-
ed shot from teammates Brooks
Orpik and slid the puck past Ari-
zona goalie Mike Smith.

Jets 3, Devils 1: Mathieu Per-
reault and Mark Scheifele scored
less than 2 minutes apart early in
the second period to lift host Win-
nipeg past New Jersey.

Hurricanes 6, Stars 4: Eric
Staal had two third-period goals
and an assist to lead visiting
Carolina.

angers
Vancouver at| Edmon ton
sday’s games
Mlnnescta at Ph\lade phia
‘ampa Bay at Toronto
St. Louis at Montreal
Nashville at Ottawa
Detroit at Winnipeg
Arizona at Dallas
A<hington at Colorado
Chlcago at Calgary
Anaheim at Vancouver
Carolina at Los Angeles
Florida at San Jose

Tuesday
gs 5, Panthers 2
Florida 00 2-2
Los Angeles 04 1-5

econs eriod—1, Los Ange\es,
Greene 1 (McNabb Kopitar), 4:3:
Angeles, Carter 7 (King, McBain), 506
(pp)- 3, Los Angeles, Gaborik 3 (Kopitar,
Muzzin), 14:18 (pp). 4, Los Angeles, Re-
gehr 1 (Caner, Doughty), 19:5;
fod—>5, Florida, Hayes 4 (Hu-
berdeau. Blugstad) 2:01 (pp). 6, Florida,
Jokinen 2 (Trocheck, Hayes), 6:55. 7, Los
Angel(es‘ D.Brown 3 (Williams, McNabb),

hot Goal—Florida 13-6-13—32.
Los Angelesa 17-2—27.
wer-nlay onorlun ies—Florida 1
X ngeles 3 of 6.

)>

of

Forida, Luongo 5-4-4 (25
shots2T saves), Monmya (u 00 third, 2-
1. Los Angeles, Quick 9-3 30).
AI8090 G SH T3S

Penguins 4, Canadiens 0
Pittsburgh
Mnmreal

0
Period—1, Pittsburgh, B.Bennett
1, 745 2, Pntsburgh Downie 3 (Letang,

Pittsburgh, Sutter
:58. 4, Pttsgburg)h

s—P\ttsburgh Fleury 11-3-0 (27
s-27 saves). Montreal, Price 11-4-1

it
;18).
A—21,287 (21,273). T—2:24.
Sabres 4, Sharks 1

San Jose I) l 0-1
Buffalo 1
Second Period—1, Buffalo, Deslaurlers
2 (McCormick, Rlstolamen). 5.

Jose, Burns 7 (Thornton, Couture). 10 23
(pp). 3, Buffalo, Gionta 1 (Flynn, Myers),
, Buffalo, Flynn 2 (Gionta, Weber),

19:48.
Third Period—5, Buffa\o, Gionta 2 (My-
ers, Meszaros), 19:
on Goal—san Tose 10-12-8-30.
Buff 0 3-7-

FRANK GUNN, THE CaNADIAN PRESS/AP

The Predators’ Taylor Beck scores backwards between his legs on
Maple Leafs goaltender Jonathan Bernier as Morgan Reilly defends

during the first period Tuesday

Flames 4, Ducks 3 (SO)
Anaheim 1110-3
Calgary 00 3 0-4

calgary won shootout 2-1
First Period—1, Anaheim, Vatanen 5
(s||fverb§rg), 15
i

2, Anaheim, Beleskey
8 (Lindholm, Vatanen), 12:29 (
Third Period—3, Calgary. Hudler 6

(Granlund, Brodie), , Calgary, Wide-
man 6 (Granlund), 9 Calgary, Wide-
man 7 (Gaudreau), Anaheim,

3:43. 6,

Palmieri 1 (Fowler, Vatanen), 15:05 (pp).
Shootout—Anaheim 1 (Kesler G, Sil-
fverberg NG, Perry NG), Calgary 2 (Gaud-

reau G, H dler NG, Monahan G).

n Goal—Anaheim 9-10-6-2—27.
Calgarv 4- 3 10-2
er-play ul;lmrtun

m, Andersen 7-2-4 (19
shots-16 saves). Ca\gary, Hiller 9-4-1 (27-

A—18,421 (19,289). T—2:45.
Islanders 5, Lightning 2

's—Anaheim 2

Tampa Bay 10 1-2
N.Y.Islanders 3 2-5
First Period—1, Tampa Bay, Killorn 4

(Garrlson Drouln)

2, Nv Islanders,
Clutlerbuck Z. 39 (sh). 3, N.Y. Islanders,
Grabovskl 4 (N\e\sen okposa), 12:23. 4,
N. v Is| | 3 (de Haan), 13:26.
Y Islanders, Nelson
9 (Vlsnovsky, Nielsen), :36 (pp). 6, Tampa
Bay, Palat 5 (Carle, Kucherov), 2:14. 7, N.Y.
Islanders Cizikas 2 (Okposo, Nelson),

:55.

Shots on Goal—Tampa Bay 9-9-10—28.
N.Y. Islanders 12-12-12—36.

Power-play npportlmlﬂes -Tampa
Bay 0 of: N.Y. Islanders 1 of 6.

Goalies—Tampa Bay, Nabokov 2-3-0
(36 shots-31 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Halak
8-4-0 (28-26).

A—12,908 (16,170). T—2:20.

Bruins 2, Blues 0

First Period—1, Boston, Bergeron 5,
Penalties—Paille, Bos (hooking)
36, Kelly, Bos (hcokmg). :2:
iod—2, Boston Krug 3
(Bartionaki, Erlteson.

Thots on Goal St Lotie 10-15—33.
Boston 7-7-3—17.

Toronto. Nashville won 9-2.

Predators 9, Maple Leafs 2
Nashville 31 5-9
Toronto 0 2-2

First Period—1, Nashville, Beck 2 (We-
ber, Gaustad), 1:52. lashville, Roy 1
(Cullen, Ellis), 10:14. 3, Nashville, Beck 3
(Forsberg, Jones), 16 9 (pp).

|—4, Nashville, Nystrom
3 (Beck Ekhc\

m), 18:.
Third_Period—5, Nashvllle, Ribeiro 5
(Ellis), 53 s Nashville, Forsberg 9 (We-
ber, Ribeiro), 126, 7. Nasnvme Satnkrok 1

(Wilson, weber), 3: lashville, Josi 3
(Nystrom, Gaustad), 14 9 Toronto San-
torelli 3 (Komarov), 8:18. 1 onto, Kadri

S CPhancu, Fransans, 10153, 1. Nashvnle.
Wilson 2 (C.Smith, Jarnkrok), 1
Sivots on CoalLNaShV I 12 14:11-37.
Toronto 8-12-11-3L.
r-play opportunities—Nashville
101 4; Toronts 0 013
oalies—Nashville, Rinne 12-3-1 (31
shots-29 saves). Toronto, Bernier 5-5-2
(12,9), Relmer (0:00 second, 25-19).
A—19,012 (18,819). T:

Jets 3, Devils 1

New Jersey
Winnipeg

Second Period—1, Winnipeg, Perreault
1 (st . 2, Winnipeg, Scheifele 3
(Frol\k Eogoslan).

This eriod-3, New Jersey, Elias 2
(Hav\al Brunner). 13 (pp). 4, Wlnmpeg,
Frolik 4 (Lowry), 16:07.

Goal—New Jersey 4-5-13_22.

Winnipeg 9-14-11_34.

Power-play opportunities—New Jer-
seylofz Winnipeg 0 of 5.

Goalies—New Jersey, Schneider 8-8-2

(34 5hotS-31 Saves). Winnipeg, Hutchin-
son 3-1-1(22-21).
A—15,016 (15,004). T_2:15.

Hurru:anes 6, Stars 4
0 4 2-6
Dallas 20 2-4
First Period—1, Dallas, Ja.Benn 6 (Fid-
dler, Oleksiak), 1:48. 2, Dallas, Seguin 13
(K\ingberg, Spezza) 16:; 34
Second Period—3, ner
4 (Mcclement), 2:34. 4, Carollna, Dwyer
1 (Liles), 7:00. 5, Carolina, Rask 3 (Liles,
6, Carolma, Tlusty

erbe), pp).
(Llndholm ESlaal).

i iod—7, carolma E.Staal 4
(Faulk, Sekera), :09. 8, Dallas, Eakin 3

St. Louis 0
ofz Bcston 0of 1.

ies—St. Louis, Elliott 7-4-1 (17
shots 3 saves). Boston, Rask 10-5-0 (33-

33).
A—17,565 (17,565). T—2:29.
Red Wings 5, Blue Jackets 0

Detroit
Columbus 00 0-0
First erlod 1 Detroit, Tatar 6 (Erics-
son, Smith, 10:1
ennd z Detroit, Nyquist
(Franzen Zetterl 44 . Penal-
tIES JEnnEI’. Clm (trlpplng) :40; Wis-
(roughmg), 8:16; Kronwall,
Det (lnterference),
Third Period—3, Detroit, Jurco 1 (De-
Keysen, 4:49 (pp). 4. Detfoit, sheahan
3 (Smith, Tatzlr)v -5, Delrui( Helm 2
Qureo, Cieary). |
GuaI—Detrolt 11-14-15—40.
Co\umbus 12 -8-8—

Jose 1
of & Buffalc 00f2.

ies—San Jose, Grosenick 1-1-0 (13
Shots 10 saves) Buﬁa\o, Neuvirth (10-
10), Enroth 2-8-1 (0:00 second, 20-19).
A—17,435 (19,070). T—Z 26.

Detroit 2
of 5; Columbus 0 0f 3.

Goalies—Detroit, Howard 8-3-4 (28
shots-28 saves). Columbus, Bobrovsky
5-5-0 (40-35).

A—15,438 (18,144). T—2:26.

Benn), 2:38 (sh).'S, Dauas.
Sequin 14’ (Kiingberg, Eakin), 1
Carolina, E.staal & (Nash), 16:0
on Goal Careling. 512.8-25.

Dallas 61011227,

ower-play opportunities—Carolina 1
of 3; Dallas 0 of 2.

Goalies—Carolina, Ward 65-1 (27
shots wes). Dailas, Lehtonen 6-6-4
(16-12), Lindback (15:54 second 9-7).

A—15,678 (18,532). T—2:

Capitals 2, Coyotes 1
Washington 1 0 0 1-2
Arizona 0 0
First Period—1, Washington, BeagIeZ
(Chimera), 11 11,

eriod—2, Arvzona, Ekman-
Larssun 3 (Gagner. Rieder),
3 Washlngtcn, Fehr 3 (Or-
pik, '::arlson)

ts_on Goal—Washington 11-2-7-
4-24. Arizona 7-10-4-3—24.
Power-play opportur
ton 0 of 3; Arizona 0 o
oalies — Washlngton Holtby 6-4-2 (24
Shoteas sanes), AMSos, St 4.0

).
A—11,769 (17,125). T—2:35.

s—Washing-
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Kentucky, Duke win easily in

‘Potential Final Four preview’ doesn’t bode
well for overmatched Kansas, Michigan St.

By MicHAEL MAROT
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Top-ranked Ken-
tucky and Duke looked like championship
contenders Tuesday night. Kansas and
Michigan State showed they’ve still got a
long way to go.

In what had been billed as a potential
Final Four preview, less than a mile from
where the championship game will be
played in April, didn’t live up to the hype.

Duke never trailed in its 81-71 victory
over the perennially strong Spartans, and
the Wildcats ran away with a 70-40 victory
that only reinforced Kentucky’s position as
the preseason favorite.

“No, we’re not that good. Next question,”
Kentucky coach John Calipari said in his
opening remarks after the stunning win.

Perhaps the results shouldn’t have been
asurprise.

Michigan State (1-1) usually plays a
daunting non-conference schedule in
hopes of steadily improving over time.
Coach Tom Izzo hasn’t changed tacks, opt-
ing to play six of his first eight games off
campus, including another game against
the fourth-ranked Blue Devils (3-0). Duke
has won four straight in the series includ-
ing the 2013 regional semifinal game that
was also played in Indianapolis.

And after No. 5 Kansas’ embarrassing
loss, coach Bill Self acknowledged he had
detected problems in practice even before
Tuesday’s showdown between the two col-
lege programs with the most wins in Divi-
sion I history.

Only two Kentucky players scored in
double figures. Dakari Johnson had 11
points, and Andrew Harrison had 10. They
didn’t need scorers Tuesday, though.

Kansas (1-1) was stunningly inefficient,
making only 11 baskets all night — eight
in the first half, three in the second — and

Roundup

O’Brien, No.

GrecorY BuLL/AP

San Diego State forward Angelo Chol,
left, blocks a shot by Utah center Dallin
Bachynski on Tuesday in San Diego.

finished with a field-goal percentage of
19.6. The Jayhawks were just 3-for-15 on
three-pointers and were 15-for-27 on free
throws. It was the lowest point total in
Self’s 11-year tenure.

Wayne Selden Jr. had nine points for
Kansas.

“Individually we’re not good enough to
go out and play against guys like that,” Self
said. “We have to become a team and we’re
not close to becoming a team yet.”

After topping 100 points in each of their
first two games, the Blue Devils again con-
trolled the game from start to finish. Duke
has trailed for a total of 18 seconds this
season and only allowed Michigan State to
tie the game once.

The Blue Devils, who start three fresh-
men, were led by Quinn Cook with 19 points
and Jahlil Okafor, who had 17 points, five
rebounds, two blocks and two steals in only
his third college game.

“Part of him being so good is his team-
mate’s ability to get him the ball, but also
to hit shots,” coach Mike Krzyzewski said
after winning his 985th game. “That’s the
type of thing that we need to build on.”

Michigan State was led by Branden
Dawson with 18 points and nine rebounds.
Travis Trice had 15 points and Denzel Val-
entine finished with 13 points.

But coach Tom Izzo, who won the 2000
national championship, believes any or all
of the teams that played in Indy on Tues-
day still could return in April for the Final
Four.

By then, he figures, all four teams should
be playing their best.

“We ran out of gas at the 10-minute mark
when we were down three. Just didn’t have
enough subs,” Izzo said. “We’re not a very
good defensive team yet and I don’t think
we will be until we get some subs and until
we get some sort of substitution pattern.”

Indiana

Duke’s Justise Winslow, center, makes a pass against

left, during Tuesday’s game at the Cl

DarroN CummiNGs/AP

lichigan State’s Matt Costello,

Classic in

16 San Diego State edge No. 25 Utah

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Each side struggled to
score. All day long.

No. 16 San Diego State used some hard-
nosed play to get the win.

JJ O’Brien had a strong second half and
finished with 12 points and 11 rebounds,
helping the Aztecs to a 53-49 victory
against No. 25 Utah in a Tuesday matinee
between cold-shooting teams that had a
crazy final 47 seconds.

“Many people that don’t know basketball
will say, ‘Boy that was an ugly game. It set
the game back,”” SDSU coach Steve Fisher
said. “It wasn’t. Yeah, we have to make
more shots and we will. But we had some
good shots. We had some shots that looked
like they were going to be good but they
made them hard for us.”

“It’s sometimes easier for the winning
team to say that. But I would say that if
we hadn’t won,” Fisher said. “We played
hard. We defended in a fashion that wins.
And we’re going to continue to do that.
We’ll make enough shots to be in enough
games.”

San Diego State shot 32.7 percent (16-

for-49) from the field. Utah made only 16
of 50 shots for 32 percent.

No. 9 Virginia 75, South Carolina State
55: Malcolm Brogdon and Justin Ander-
son scored 17 points each and the host
Cavaliers closed the first half on a 22-6 run
and beat the Bulldogs.

It was the 13th consecutive victory at
home for Virginia (3-0), which has coast-
ed in each of its first three games. A big
halftime margin once again allowed coach
Tony Bennett to substitute liberally and ex-
periment with his lineup for much off the
second half. Anthony Gill added 11 points
and Mike Tobey had 10 before taking seats
early in favor of younger players.

No. 11 Wichita State 71, Memphis
56: Ron Baker scored 21 points to lead
the Shockers to a win over the Tigers in
Sioux Falls, S.D., pushing their regular-
season winnint streak to a nation-leading
33 games.

Fred VanVleet had 15 points and Darius
Carter added 12 for the Shockers (2-0).

No. 15 Virginia Commonwealth 87,
Toledo 78: The host Rams pulled away in
the final three minutes to register a hard-

fought victory over the Rockets.

Senior Treveon Graham and junior Mel-
vin Johnson each scored 22 points to lead
the Rams (2-0), who finally took control
of the game with nine unanswered points
down the stretch.

No. 20 Ohio State 74, Marquette 63:
Kam Williams scored 15 points and Shan-
non Scott added a career-best 14 assists
to lead the host Buckeyes past the Golden
Eagles.

Amir Williams had 12 points and
Marc Loving scored 10 for the Buck-
eyes (2-0), who shot 65 percent from the
field (32-for-49) — including 8-for-15 on
three-pointers.

No. 21 Nebraska 82, Central Arkan-
sas 56: Terran Petteway scored 23 points,
Shavon Shields added 16 and the host Corn-
huskers shook off a sloppy first half to beat
the Bears.

Tai Webster had 11 of his 13 points in the
second half for the Cornhuskers (2-0), who
turned the game into a rout after leading
their opponent from the Southland Con-
ference by only five points shortly after
halftime.
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NFL

after signing their

PHiL Long/AP
NFL Comissioner Roger Goodell leﬁ and NFLPA Executive Director DeMaurice Smith shake hands

on Aug. 5, 2011 at the Pro Football Hall of Fame in

Canton, Ohio. Smith wants the league ‘and its owners to take matters of player discipline out of Goodell’s
hands, but the agreement that they’re holding gives Goodell authority in discipline matters.

Union, NFL at odds over
personal conduct policy

By Ros MaADDI
The Associated Press

aying the NFL is “making things up as they

go along,” players’ union chief DeMaurice

Smith wants the league and its owners to

take disciplining players out of the hands of
Commissioner Roger Goodell.

Already at odds over the process used to punish
Ray Rice, the dispute heightened on Tuesday when
the league suspended Minnesota Vikings running
back Adrian Peterson for the rest of the
season for using a branch to discipline

commit to collective bargaining.”

Troy Vincent, the NFL’s executive vice president
of football operations, countered that Goodell’s au-
thority was collectively bargained with the union in
2011.

“The union agreed to the comr

mg authority to discipline. The league believes it is
in the best interest of football to retain that author-
ity,” Vincent said. “The league is following the pro-
cess dictated by the CBA.”

The union and players helped to revise the per-
sonal conduct policy in 2007, Vincent
said. He said the league has had mul-

his 4-year-old son.

The central issue remains the same
for both sides: Finding a way to fairly
hold players accountable for transgres-
sions that damage the credibility and
image of the league and its players.
The union wants disciplinary power
transferred from Goodell to a neutral
arbitrator. The league, so far, doesn’t
agree.

And while the league and the NFL

‘ Our goal is

to pursue a
new personal
conduct policy
that is fair,
transparent and
consistent.”

DeMaurice Smith
Player’s union chief

tiple meetings with the union this year
on revising the policy using the same
approach.

Agent Jerrold Colton, who represents
New Orleans tackle Jahri Evans, Pitts-
burgh cornerback William Gay and six-
time Pro Bowl kicker David Akers, said
the union’s failure to negotiate changes
to the personal conduct policy in 2011
was a “tremendous oversight.”

“I felt strongly at the time that it was

Players Association want to change the
personal conduct policy, the sides dis-
agree on how to do it. The union wants to bargain
for changes to the policy, while the NFL wants to
implement changes with union input the same way
it changes rules on the field, like when it moved
kickoffs to the 35-yard line.

Smith told The Associated Press in an email that
the league indicated it was open to discussing the
policy as recently as two months ago, but didn’t fol-
low through in coming to the table. He said those
discussions were distinct from the union represent-
ing Peterson in his case, though on a parallel track.

“There is one fact that does make those things
similar, though, and that is the NFL is clearly mak-
ing things up as they go along,” Smith said on Tues-
day. “Our goal is to pursue a new personal conduct
policy that is fair, transparent and consistent. The
only way that happens is if the NFL and the owners

a mistake and clearly it’s turned out
to be one for the players the way it’s
played out, and we’re stuck with it for another six
years,” said Colton, who said the players and league
absolutely need an independent, third-party arbitra-
tor. “Due process exists in most places in the United
States except in the NFL.”

Pittsburgh safety Mike Mitchell said the personal
conduct policy needs more well-defined terms and
clear guidelines based on precedent.

“Right now it’s kind of, you know, one man has all
the power, and I don’t know if that’s ever really a
good thing. Roger does his best but he’s got a lot on
his plate that he has to control,” Mitchell said. “I'm
not just trying to bash him or come down on him, but
players would feel better if he wasn’t just judge, jury
and executioner.”

AP Pro Football Writer Dave Campbell and AP Sports Writers.
Will Graves and Steven Wine contributed to this report.

AFC individual leaders
Quarterback:
Att Com Yds TD Int
P.Manning, DEN 407 273 3301 30
RDethIleerger PIT413 282 3270 24
Brady, 364 233 2649 24
P. Rivers, SND 328 219 2544
k, IND 43. 73 3388 1
K. Orton, BUF 228 1580
Ale. Smith, KAN 91 193 1977
Tannehill, MIA 353 231 2354 7
Flacco, BAI 35 19 2521 8
Fitzpatrick, HOU 254 19¢ 8
Rusher:
At LGTI
L. Bell, PIT 195
A. Foster, HOU 161
Forsett, BAL 133 5
J. Charles, KAN 133 692 5.2
L. Miller, MIA 125 14 4.9
Je. Hill, CI 113 556 4.9:
Ivory, NYJ 23 548 4.46 7
D. Robinson, JAX 100 483 4.83 4
Bernard, Cl 109 446 4.09 8
Bradshaw, IND 90 5 472 29 2
Receivers
No Yds Avg LG T
An. Brown, PIT 88 1161 13.2 541
Dem. Thomas, DEN 72 1105 15.3 8
E. Sanders, DEN 67 54 14..
Hilton, IND 59 1 16.:
Edelman, NWE 59 6 10..
Bell, PIT 57 34 8.! 3
And. Johnson HOU 55 631 11. 6
K. Allen, SND 55 537 9. 4
Gronkowski, NWE 53 734 13.8 46t
Smith Sr., BAL 49 728 14.9 80t
unters
No Yds LG Avg
Huber, C 46 217 9 47.
McAfee, IND 39 184 1 47.
igley, NYJ 50 237 9 47.¢
Lechler, HOU 49 229 1 46.
Allen, NWE 40 185: 7 46.
Anger, JAX 8 267 4 46..
och, BAL 35 1610 9 46.(
n, TEN 53 2433 9 45.¢
Scifres, SND 49 221 2 45,
g, OAK 64 2887 62 45.
Punt Returners
No Yds Avg LG Tl
Ad. Jones, CIN 4 202 14.4 47
Edelman, NWE 8 251 13.9 84t
Hammond Jr., KAN 13 152 11.7 47
De’. Thomas, 'KAN 5 164 10. 8
Carrie, OAK 6 155 9. 7
McKelvin, BUF 1 183 8. 4
Jac. Jones, BAL 0 163 8. 3
J. Landry, MIA 8 143 7. 1
n. Brown, PIT 1 163 7. 6
A. Sanders,JAX 0 1 74 23
lickoff Returners.
No Yds Avg LG Tl
Ad. Jones, CIN 4 457 326 97
Jac. Jones, BAL 0 634 31.7 108t
Landry, MIA 1 655 31. 74
Kn. Davis, KAN 6 457 28.6 99t
Todman, JAX 7 710 26.: 0
halen, IND 379 25.. 2
L. Murray, 405 22.! 8
L. Washlnglon TEN 17 376 22. 0
Hakim, N 279 21.! 4
Scoring
'rouchdowns
ush Rec Ret Pts
Ju. Thomas, DEN 1 1 2
J. Charles, KAN 1 0
A. Foster, HOU 1 0
An. Brown, PI 4
Gates, SND | 4
i, NWE 4
Bradshaw, IND 8
D. Allen, IND 2
E. Sanders DEN 2
Dem. Thomas‘ DEN 8
Kicking
AT F Pt
Gostkowski, NWE 5-35  24-; 1
Vlnat\erl IND 4-34 22, 1
6-26 21-.
Suisham, PIT 2-32 18-,
Tucker, BAL -26  19-.
D. Carpenter, BUF 6-17 22-.
Bullock, HOU 5-25 18-22
Nugent,CIN 3-23 17-23
Noval 4-24 16-17
Clmd\ff CLE 2-22 16-20
AFC team statistics
OFFENSE
Yards Rush Pas:
Indianapolis 4383 1043 334.
enver 412.9 9.9 323.
Pittsbure 406.4 119.5 286.
New England 380.4 115.! 64.
Baltimore 364.8 124. 40.
Cleveland 356.1 111. 44,
Houston 354.4 144.4 09.
iami 348.4 127.. 21..
Cincinnati 346.3 4. 122,
San Diego 330.4 X 44,
Kansas City 3280 - 86.
Buffalo 321.6 .6 226.(
N.Y. Jets 319.4 1409 178.
Jacksonville 315.1 .1 217.(
Tennessee 09.0 925 216.!
Oakland 276.4 63.0 213.
DEFENSE
Yards Rusl Pas:
Miami 302.5 4. 08.
Denver 316.4 . 43,
Buffalo 321.6 122,
N.Y. Jets 323.7 40.!
Kansas City 326.0 1. 01.¢
San Diego 3314 I 222.¢
Baltimore 3357 251.
Pittsburgh 343.8 1 241.¢
New England 351.8 I 241
land 365.2 1 235.¢
Tennessee 370.4 1435 226.
Cleveland 372.3 142.1 230..
Indianapolis 3756 112.7 262.
Cincinnati 385.7 136.2 249.!
Jacksonville 388.1 126.2 261.
Houston 389.5 1114 278.

NFC individual leaders

Quarterbacks
Att Com Yds TD In
A. Rodgers GBY 313 209 2748
Romo, D 69 185 2244
Brees, NOR 417 290 3071 1
C. Palmer, ARI 224 141 1626
Cutler, CH 37 50 2695 1
. Ryan, 381 249 2793
Kaepernick, SNF 318 194 2359 14
R. Ison, SEA 291 182 2019 13
K. Cousins, WAS 204 126 1710 10
E.Manning, NYG 366 224 2495 18 1.
usher:
Att Yds Avg LGTI
D. Murray, DAL 244 1233 5.05
M. Lynch, SEA 177 813 4.59
Forte, CHI 173 733 4.24
L. McCoy, PHL 196 729 3.72
A. Morrls WAS 172 701 4.08
15¢ 8 4.10
.35
.48
.72
24
N vg LG TI
6! 14.0 7:
6 13.6 4
6 .6
6 .6 8|
5! .6
5 .2 68t
5 2 68t
5 38
d 5 8 3 37
Jeffery, CHI 55 761 8 74 4
'unters
No Yds LG Av
Way, WAS 4 2152 77 48
A. , SNF 4 2054 71 46.
Sa. Martin, DET 6 2146 64 46.
C. Jones, DAL 5 1619 64 46.:
Masthay, GBY 2 1478 58 46..
Nortman, CAR 4 2489 67 46..
Hekker, STL 9 2241 60 45.
Morstead, NOR 2 1460 60 45.¢
Bosher, ATL 5 2018 66 44.
J.Ryan, SEA 7 1656 66 44.
Punt Returners
0 Yds Avg LG T
Sproles, PHL 4 398 16.6 82t
Ginn Jr., ARI 181 10.6 71t
J. Ross, DET 204 102 28
Ph. Brown. CAR 153 9.6 79t
Dw. Harris, DAL 166 8.7 38
Roberts, WAS 161 85 37
Sherels, MIN 169 85 24
Walters, S 120 80 21
B. Ellington, SNF 19 7.0 21
T. Austin, STL, 126 6.3 38
ickoff
No Yds Avg LG T
B. Cunningham, STL 18 531 295 75
B. Ellington, SNF 4 361 258 38
. Harris, DAL 7 429 252 33
C. Palterson MIN 3 561 24.4 49
Ch. WIHIams CHI 4 579 24.1101t
Roberts, WAS 6 375 23.4 45
Hester, ATL 4 558 23.3
Patton, TAM 7 393 23.1
Du. Harri y 3 273 21.0 41
ring
Touchdowns
Rush Rec Ret P!
M. Lynch, SEA 1
Cobb, GBY 1 1
Maclin, PHL
J. Nelson, GBY
K. Benjamin, CAR
D. Bryant, DAL
Marshall, CHI
Asiata, M| 44
M. Evans, TAM
J Graham NOR
Kicking
PAT FG LG Pts
Parkey, PHL 5-35 18- 54 89
Hauschka, SEA 7-27 19- 34
7-38 15- 5!

e 0-30 17- 5
Dawson SNF 2-22 19- 5!
Calanzaro ARI 4-24 17- 5!
Gane 1-21 18- 5!
Mat Bryant ATL 6-26 16- 5.

Graham, N 8-29 15-; 50
Walsh MIN -15 18- 55
NFC team sta
OFFENSE
Yards Ri as:
New Orleans 4.5 1 .
Philadelphia 6.8 1 X
Dallas 7.5 1 x
Washington 0.4 1 .
Green Bay 9.5 1 .
Atlanta 7. 1..
Seattle 6.0 1 191.¢
Chicago 0.8 1 259,
San Franclsco 2.8 124.8 218
N.Y. Giants 2.1 100.3 241
Aﬂzona 3. .8 253..
Detroit 332. .8 252.
Carolina 327. .4 230.¢
Tampa Bay 313.. .8 227.
St. Louis 312.9 100.8 212.
Minnesota 309.1 117.0 192.
DEFENSE
Yard: Pas:
etroit 29 221.
eattle 215..
an Francisco 220..
Washington .9 1 228
Minnesota .5 1. 225..
rizona 3 263..
Dallas .8 1 239.
St. Louis .4 114.6 247.
Chicago .3 1109 256.:
New Orleans .9 114.7 255..
Carolina 4.0 119.1 254.
Green Bay 7.4 139.2 238.
Philadelphia 7.7 114.7 263.
Tampa Bay 84.3 1182 266.
N.Y. Giants 7.7 145.0 252
Atlanta 403.4 122.2 281.2
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Raiders skid reaches 16 stralght losses

By Josu Dusow
The Associated Press

ALAMEDA, Calif. — Ever since Al
Davis arrived in Oakland more than a
half-century ago to build his beloved Raid-
ers into one of pro sports’ most successful
franchises, his team has been closely as-
sociated with Davis’ favorite saying, “Just
win, baby.”

That mantra has now turned into a des-
perate plea. The Raiders have become the
13th team in pro football history to lose 16
straight games following last weekend’s de-
feat in San Diego and are six games away
from a defeated season.

“We hate it,” safety Charles Woodson
said. “We hate that that’s even in the minds
of our fans. Does it weigh on us? No, I don’t
think it weighs on us. Just losing games
is what weighs on us. We’re not worried
about we’re 0-and-whatever. We're just
tired of losing games. We have to find a
way to win.”

That hasn’t happened since Matt Mc-
Gloin led Oakland past Houston 28-23 on
Nov. 17, 2013. Six straight losses followed to
end last season and the Raiders picked up
by losing their first 10 games this season.

With six more losses starting Thursday
night against Kansas City, Oakland would
match the 0-16 record for futility set by the
2008 Detroit Lions — the only team to go
winless in a 16-game season.

“There’s still a lot of pride in this organi-
zation,” Tom Flores said. “That’s the pain-
ful part right now. People look at us and
laugh.”

The Raiders are three losses shy of

tying the franchise
record of 19 set

1 !
in 1961-62. Flores
PeoPIe played on the 1961
look at us team before sitting
and laugh. ’ out the next season
Tom Fl with an illness. That
om TIOres  kid ended with a
Former Raiders i gver the Boston
coach  patriots in the final

game of the season.
“There weren’t that many people who
even knew or cared,” Flores said. “The
last game of the year we had about 5,000
people at the game. Afterward, you’d have
thought we had won the Super Bowl with
people tooting their horns until midnight.”
The fortunes of the franchise immedi-
ately changed with Davis coming on the
next season as coach. The Raiders won
three Super Bowl titles and for years had
the best record in all of pro sports under
Davis’ leadership.
The downfall started before Davis’ death
in 2011 as the team has failed to post a win-

Lenny loneLzi/AP

Raiders quarterback Derek Carr fumbles the opening snap against the Chargers on Sundayin San Diego. The Raiders have lost 16
straight games, their last win coming on Nov. 17, 2013 against the Texans.

ning record since winning the AFC title in
2002.

Rock bottom arrived this year with a
blooper reel full of lowlights to go along
with the losses. It started in the home open-
er when James Jones fumbled twice on
the same play to thwart a scoring chance
against Houston.

There was also a shotgun snap that sailed
past McGloin that led to a touchdown for
Miami. Then a botched fake field goal in
Cleveland that led to an interception by
backup quarterback Matt Schaub on his
only pass of the season.

Earlier this month, quarterback Derek
Carr threw a pass to left guard Khalif
Barnes, who was ineligible on the play but
was mistaken by Carr for running back
Darren McFadden, who is more than 100
pounds lighter. Barnes knew he was ineli-
gible but caught the ball instead of knock-
ing it down and promptly fumbled, setting
up a Denver touchdown.

“We come into the locker room and we
ask each other the same questions and I
don’t know the answer,” defensive tackle
Antonio Smith said. “I don’t know the an-

swer to what we need or what needs to hap-
pen for us to get over the hump.

After a decade of losing, thls was sup-
posed to be that year. General manager
Reggie McKenzie spent his first two years
shedding bad contracts to set the stage
for this past offseason when Oakland had
about $60 million in salary cap room and a
near full complement of draft picks.

While the draft class has shown prom-
ise with linebacker Khalil Mack and Carr
looking like building blocks and guard
Gabe Jackson, cornerback TJ Carrie and
defensive tackle Justin Ellis earning start-
ing roles, the other acquisitions have been
disappointing.

Schaub lost the quarterback job in train-
ing camp and is being paid $8 million to be
a holder. Smith, Justin Tuck and LaMarr
Woodley have combined for three sacks.
Maurice Jones-Drew has run for just 70
yards on 33 carries.

With significant salary cap room again
next offseason and a possible top draft
pick, additions to that foundation could
come soon. But questions remain about
who will select the players, who will coach

them and where they will even play.

Owner Mark Davis said after the firing
of Dennis Allen in September that McKen-
zie would be evaluated in part on how the
team played the final 12 games.

Interim coach Tony Sparano has done
nothing to show that he should be back
next season and the Raiders still are figur-
ing out where to play in 2015.

They are in the final year of their lease
at the Coliseum and would like to get a sta-
dium deal to remain in Oakland. But with
talks showing little progress, Davis has
met with officials from San Antonio and
also talked about possibly moving back to
Los Angeles.

The more immediate concerns are about
getting that elusive first win.

“Never could have imagined not hav-
ing a win up to this point,” Woodson said.
“That’s frustrating to the coaches and
players on this team that work each day
to go out there and play well. We’re after a
win, that’s the bottom line.”

Control: Kansas City hoping defense lifts them to AFC West title

FROM BACK PAGE

went 10-3 and was second in its di-
vision in an era when fewer teams
qualified for the postseason. Min-
nesota and Dallas each won its di-
vision, something the Chiefs have
their sights set on this year.

They’re tied with Denver at 7-
3 heading into Thursday night’s
game in Oakland.

“You know, it’s a tribute to the
guys for doing what they do,”
Chiefs coach Andy Reid said. “I
mean, sometimes that’s just how
things fall. The guys obviously
take a lot of pride in that.”

That was evident in the way

they whooped it up heading to the
sideline after stopping Lynch and
the Seahawks on Sunday. It was
as if the entire team has become
invested in the way the defense
played in the red zone, in Reid’s
mind a sure sign of unity within
the locker room.

Kansas City has only allowed
opponents to score 41.9 percent
of the time inside its 20-yard line,
second only to Jacksonville for
the best rate in the NFL.

“Everybody has stepped up
and played together. Everybody
has one goal,” said defensive end
Allen Bailey, whose breakout
season recently earned him a $25

million contract extension.

“I don’t know, man. It’s hard.
Everybody is trying to stop the
run, that’s our first goal,” Bailey
said. “Stop the run, then rush the
passer.”

The Chiefs have been doing a
pretty good job of that, too. Justin
Houston has a league-leading 12
sacks, and would have had anoth-
er if not for a penalty last week.
Defensive tackle Dontari Poe
had his career-best fifth. And the
Chiefs have 30 as a team, tied for
third-best in the NFL, and an im-
pressive number given the total
number of sacks are down across

the league this season.

By stuffing the run, the Chiefs
have been able to turn loose
against the pass in long-yardage
situations, and that has resulted
in a league-leading pass defense.

Throw it all together and the
Chiefs are allowing 17.1 points,
second-best in the league.

“You definitely have to stop
the run. This is the time of year
when people run more. It’s play-
off time,” Vickerson said. “When
'you bow up against the run in the
cold months of November, De-
cember, January, those are the
playoff teams, and if you can stop

RAIDERS
&

Kansas City Chiefs (7-3)
at Oakland Raiders (0-10)
AFN-Sports
2:25 a.m. Friday CET
10 a.m.Friday JKT

them, I know from experience ...
you have a good chance of win-
ning games.”
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Standings shakeup

Alabama jumps to No. 1; tight
cosseroorsars. ACE Shapes up for No. 4 | Page 24

PLAYOFF

running back

Lynch (24) is tackled by Chiefs free safety Husain

left, outside li

CHARLIE NEIBERGALL/AP

Tamba Hali (91), and strong safety Eric Berry.

Ground control

Chiefs’ defensive line has yet to allow opponents to score a rushing TD

By DavE SKRETTA
The Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Kevin Vickerson
has been a part of some stellar defensive
fronts, whether he was playing next to Al-
bert Haynesworth and Jevon Kearse in
Tennessee or Von Miller and Elvis Dumer-
vil in Denver.

Still, the Kansas City Chiefs are on pace
to do something that neither of those de-

fenses did — in fact, something that has
never been done in the history of the NFL.

They still have not allowed a touchdown
on the ground this season.

Sure, opponents have come close. Just
last Sunday, Seahawks running back Mar-
shawn Lynch was repelled at the 2-yard
line, setting up fourth down. Seattle threw
a pass incomplete, and Kansas City went
on to win a 24-20 nail-biter against the de-
fending Super Bowl champions.

Other teams have come close to scoring
on the ground, too. But none of them suc-
ceeded yet.

“It’s all about communication and know-
ing assignments,” said Vickerson, a veteran
defensive tackle signed early this season.
“When you know your assignments you can
play fast. Youre not over there thinking.
Communication is very important. That’s
‘what we’ve been doing pretty good.”

The previous time a defense refused to

allow a touchdown rushing this deep in the
season was 2011, when the San Francisco
49ers went the first 14 games without one.
That team went on to finish 13-3 behind
current Chiefs quarterback Alex Smith,
losing to the Giants in the NFC title game.

The fewest touchdowns rushing allowed
in any season is two, shared by the 1971 Vi-
kings, ’68 Cowboys and 34 Lions. All but
the Lions reached the playoffs — Detroit
SEE CONTROL ON PAGE 31
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