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In short term, spies, not soldiers, will fuel Iraq effort

By SHANE HARRIS
Foreign Policy

WASHINGTON — In order-
ing hundreds of military advisers
to Iraq and dramatically ramping
up intelligence-gathering on jihadist
fighters threatening Baghdad, Presi-
dent Barack Obama sent his stron-
gest signal yet that U.S. airstrikes
against the Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant may be likely.

Since ISIL fighters took control
of two key Iraqi cities last week,
the U.S. military and intelligence
agencies have blanketed portions of
the country with spy satellites and
drones, giving them what one se-
nior administration official called
“round-the-clock coverage” of loca-
tions where the ISIL is active. The
military personnel headed to Iraq —
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as many as 300, Obama said — will
work alongside Iraqi military forces
in special intelligence centers, using
drone video feeds and spy satellite
photographs to track and attack ISIL
fighters. They’ll also be in a prime po-
sition to help carry out U.S. airstrikes
the moment Obama orders them.

SEE SURVEILLANCE ON PAGE 6

» US ramps up ISIL surveillance

An Iraqi policeman, right, stands guard as armed
Shiite militiamen, followers of Shiite cleric Muqtada
al-Sadr, parade in Kirkuk, Iraq, on Saturday.

Hussein Mata/AP
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Defending diplomat

After Benghazi, US intensifies training for security agents

During a training exercise
for Diplomatic Security
Service agents, a man
portraying a consul general
is hustled out the door of a
mock U.S. consulate in the
fictional town of Erehwon
— the word “nowhere”
spelled backwards.

Jani CHIKWENDIV/ The Washington Post
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“Do not drive on a road
with water. It may not
be there.”

— South Dakota Lt. Gov. Matt
Michels, on flooding after a swollen
river threatened homes where lowa,

Nebraska and South Dakota meet

See story on Page 9
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In war on terror, GIA t

By Apam GOLDMAN
The Washington Post

For more than a decade, the CIA has de-
ployed drones, satellites, spies, informants
and tracking devices to thwart al-Qaeda in
Pakistan.

The spy agency also considered a plan to
wage war with toys.

Beginning in about 2005, the CIA began se-
cretly developing a custom-made Osama bin
Laden action figure, according to people fa-
miliar with the project. The faces of the figures
were painted with a heat-dissolving material,
designed to peel off and reveal a red-faced bin
Laden who looked like a demon, with piercing
green eyes and black facial markings.

The goal of the short-lived project was sim-
ple: spook children and their parents, causing
them to turn away from the actual bin Laden.

The code-name for the bin Laden figures
was “Devil Eyes,” and to create them, the CIA
turned to one of the best minds in the toy busi-
ness, said those familiar with the project, who
spoke on the condition of anonymity because
they weren’t authorized to discuss the project
publicly.

The toymaker was Donald Levine, the for-
mer Hasbro executive who was instrumental
in the creation of the wildly popular G.I. Joe
toys that generated more than $5 billion in
sales after hitting the shelves in 1964.

The CIA’s interest in Levine was twofold:
He had an eye for toys and a vast network of
contacts in China, where the bin Laden action
figures were ultimately manufactured. Levine
had done business there for nearly 60 years
and had the means to have the action figures
discreetly developed and manufactured.

Levine died in May at age 86 after a lengthy
battle with cancer. In response to questions
about his work on the bin Laden toys, his fam-
ily said in a statement: “Don Levine was a
dedicated Patriot, and proud Korean War vet-
eran. When called on, he was honored to assist
our country.”

There’s a dispute over how many of the
figurines, if any, ultimately were delivered.
A person with direct knowledge of the proj-
ect in China said hundreds of the toys — one
of which was seen by The Washington Post
— were made as part of a preproduction run
and were sent on a freighter to the Pakistani
city of Karachi in 2006.

The CIA, while not disputing that it had
commissioned the bin Laden figures, said
the project was discontinued shortly after the
prototypes were developed.

“To our knowledge, there were only three
individual action figures ever created, and
these were merely to show what a final prod-
uct might look like,” said CIA spokesman
Ryan Trapani. “After being presented with
these examples, the CIA declined to pursue
this idea and did not produce or distribute any
of these action figures. Furthermore, CIA has
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With the help of a toymaker in China, the CIA in 2006 developed three pi

Apam GoLoman/The Washington Post

of an

0Osama bin Laden action figure designed to generate negative reaction to the actual bin Laden.

produced or distributed by others.”

Regardless of how far the “Devil Eyes”
project proceeded, it appears to have borne all
the hallmarks of what are known as influence
operations in intelligence parlance. As part
of its covert action programs, the agency for
decades has tried to win the hearts and minds
of local populations or to turn them against a
particular ideology.

During the Cold War, for instance, the CIA
secretly published both Western and Russian
literature for distribution behind the Iron Cur-
tain, created Radio Free Europe and Radio
Liberty, subsidized intellectual magazines,
underwrote concert tours and art exhibitions,
and bankrolled academic seminars.

The agency also used young provocateurs
to disrupt communist youth festivals and
dropped propaganda leaflets from balloons.

All of it — from the highbrow to the high
jinks — was designed either to undermine
the Soviet Union and its satellites or to bolster
support for the United States in key countries
around the world.

Those efforts continued after the end of the
Cold War. Prior to the U.S. invasion of Haiti
in 1994, for instance, the CIA distributed soc-
cer balls to demonstrate the generosity of the
United States.

“It made them feel good about Americans,”
a former CIA official said. “We were there
trying to prepare the way for the military.”

Little is known about the kind of influence
operations the CIA has run since the Sept.
11, 2001, attacks as part of the broader fight
against al-Qaida and Islamist extremism.

In Afghanistan, the CIA had locals broad-
cast propaganda from a forward operating
base known as Camp Chapman in Khost prov-
ince, the same base where seven CIA officers

later were killed in a 2009 suicide bombing.

“Some of these have been considered suc-
cessful and some have not been successful,”
said Arturo Munoz, a former CIA officer who
teaches a course at Georgetown University
on covert action, who stressed that he was
referring only to decades-old, declassified
operations.

The bin Laden venture began in 2005 as a
plan to give its allies in the Afghanistan re-
gion material that could be handed out to
children to build goodwill. The handouts in-
cluded toys, school supplies such as pencils,
and notebooks.

“It appealed to [Levine] because it had
nothing to do with actually hurting someone,”
said a person familiar with his decision to get
involved. “It was the softer side of the CIA.”

The agency approved the production of the
gift items, which were put into backpacks for
distribution — blue for boys and pink for girls.

Levine developed prototypes before settling
on a standard 12-inch figure with the unique
facial features. Bin Laden’s head was super-
imposed onto a figurine that was already in
production in the Chinese city of Dongguan.

A Chinese artist took publicly available
photographs of bin Laden and created an
image that was strikingly close in appearance
to the al-Qaida leader. The final prototype
was dressed in traditional garb and was pack-
aged in a cheap box covered with plastic and
presented to the CIA for approval. Levine was
said to have been pleased with the final bin
Laden product.

Although the CIA said it decided not to
move forward with the operation, at least
one of the figures remains at the agency’s
headquarters.
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1 killed, 3 hurt in
car bomb targeting
Afghanistan official

By Ranim Faiez
AND AMIR SHAH
The Associated Press

KABUL — A suicide car bomb-
ing in Kabul aimed at a senior
government official killed one ci-
vilian and wounded three others
on Saturday but did not harm its
apparent target, Afghan security
officials said.

Kabul police spokesman Hash-
mat Stanikzai said the suicide
bomber detonated his explosives-
laden vehlcle alongside the ar-
mored car of

serves as an adviser to President
Hamid Karzai, was not harmed
because he was traveling in an
armored car. He said that while
the explosion was “very strong,”
it took place early in the morning,
when the streets were relatively
empty. Like many Afghans, the
police officer only has one name.

No group claimed responsibil-
ity for the attack, but the Taliban
frequently launch suicide attacks
against Afghan civilians, gov-
ernment officials and security
forces.

in the western

Stanikzai, a senior official in the
High Peace Council, a govern-
ment body tasked with peace talks
with the Taliban insurgency. The
two men are not related.
Shafiullah, a police officer at
the scene, said Stanikzai, who also

Herat province, one civilian was
killed and another was wound-
ed when their vehicle struck a
roadside bomb, provincial police
spokesman Raouf Ahmadi said,
adding that the two were on their
way to the district bazaar.

Raumat GuL/AP

Afghanistan security forces and officials inspect the site of a suicide

car bombing Saturday in Kabul.

Pakistan says 307,501
have fled tribal region

By Riaz Knan
The Associated Press

PESHAWAR, Pakistan — The
number of Pakistanis who have
fled a tribal area bordering Af-
ghanistan where the army is
fighting militants has risen to
307,501, officials said Saturday.

Since Wednesday, when a cur-
few was relaxed in North Wa-
ziristan, 25,242 families have left
the area and have registered at
checkpoints along the way, said
Arbab Muhammad Arif, who
heads the administration of seven
tribal regions along the Afghan
border.

The figure includes 62,000 peo-
ple who left the area of operations
before June 18, he added, saying
that displaced families were pro-
vided with food, drinks and 5,000
rupees ($50) per family.

The curfew will remain re-
laxed until Sunday, he said, and
the administration is expecting
another 100,000 tribesmen and
their families to leave. The ad-
ministration has established dis-
placed persons camps but few
have showed up there, preferring
to stay with relatives or in rented
houses around the border town of
Bannu, he said.

Meanwhile, the army said in
a statement that soldiers of all
ranks would donate a day’s worth
of pay and food rations to help the
displaced families.

The Pakistani army launched
a long-awaited operation against
foreign and local militants in
North Waziristan on June 15. It
claims to have killed 262 militants
and to have destroyed scores of
their hideouts so far.

A crowd supportive of Afghan pi

Heath Druzin/Stars and Stripes

shouts slogans Saturday in Kabul

accusing the government of committing fraud in the June 14 presidential election run-off.

Afghanistan election fraud
allegations draw protest

By HEATH DRUZIN
Stars and Stripes

KABUL — Supporters of
presidential candidate Abdul-
lah Abdullah marched through
Kabul on Saturday in support of
his claims of election fraud and
government complicity, but the
demonstrations failed to draw the
mass crowds many had expected.

Many had worried that mass
protests could spark violence,
further complicating the delicate
political transition.

“We will not accept the results;
we know Dr. Abdullah is the win-
ner,” protester Rahmat Gul said.
“Until the end, we will fight, we
will try every option.”

No results from the June 14
runoff between Abdullah, a for-
mer foreign minister, and former
Finance Minister Ashraf Ghani
have been announced.

But Abdullah has already
claimed massive fraud and a plot
by the government to steal the
election from him. Many experts
say Abdullah’s claims could not
only undermine the election, but
also could weaken the next gov-
ernment, regardless of who wins.

Ghani has rejected Abdullah’s
fraud claims and called for the
vote count to continue.

The successful candidate will
replace President Hamid Karzai,
who was barred from seeking a
third term. A peaceful transition
— the first democratic transfer of
power in the country’s history —
is seen as key to the next govern-
ment’s legitimacy. That, in turn,
is key to continuing international

support for a country whose gov-
ernment is funded almost entirely
by aid money.

The election crisis comes at a
crucial time, too, with Taliban
insurgents still locked in a bloody
guerilla war and international
military forces withdrawing from
the country ahead of the Dec. 31
deadline for all foreign combat
troops to leave.

The U.S. and its NATO allies
are counting on the next president
to sign a bilateral security agree-
ment that would set the terms
for a small contingent of foreign
troops to remain in the country
next year primarily to train and
advise Afghan forces.

Abdullah has suggested the
United Nations step in to mediate
the dispute, a move Karzai en-
dorsed on Friday, but it is unclear
whether the U.N. will do so.

An official with the U.N. As-
sistance Mission in Afghanistan,
quoted by the Agence France
Presse news agency Saturday,
reiterated the U.N.’s call for can-
didates to show restraint to avoid
violence in the post-election
period.

“We would call upon support-
ers of the candidates to refrain
from inflammatory statements,
or statements that promote divi-
sive ethnic mobilization,” U.N.
mission deputy chief Nicholas
Haysom said.

The Independent Election
Commission, the country’s main
election body, postponed the
planned release of initial results
Saturday because of the protests.
However, commission officials

have rejected Abdullah’s demand
that they stop counting votes
until his accusations of fraud are
investigated.

If the political squabbling de-
lays announcement of the final
vote tally — expected July 22
— that, in turn, could delay the
inauguration of the next presi-
dent, expected in August, at a
time when the new Afghan gov-
ernment has pressing military
and economic issues to address,
said Graeme Smith, senior ana-
lyst with the International Crisis
Group.

“The legitimacy of this elec-
tion will be decided by the loser,
so now it’s really a matter of the
two camps reaching an under-
standing about what happened,”
at the June 14th runoff election,
he said.

At one rally Saturday, roughly
200 Abdullah supporters gath-
ered around a traffic circle and
listened to speakers who loudly
criticized the election commis-
sion from the top of a minivan.
The crowd shouted slogans
against the government and tried
to burn a picture of an election
commission official, instead rip-
ping the sign apart when it failed
to fully ignite.

“If (the election commission)
separates the clean votes from the
fake ones and Dr. Ghani wins, we
will respect that,” Abdullah sup-
porter Omad Hijran said. “But
we are here to defend a clean vote
until the last drop of our blood.”

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this

report.
druzin.heath@stripes.com
Twitter: @Druzin_Stripes
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US soldier experiences a life of
trouble, a moment of immortality

By Jay REEVES
AND RANDY HERSCHAFT
The Associated Press

COLUMBLUS, Ga. — di

photo through the decades: Rich-
ter was praying, he was question-

ing God, perhaps calling upon
angels.
Richter i those inter-

Richter barely recognizes himself
in the yellowed military photo-
graph hanging in his den — one
of the best-known images of the
Vietnam War.

A sinewy GI stands in the mid-
dle of the frame, staring into the
distance; behind him, another
soldier looks down at the body of
a comrade, wrapped in a poncho.
The photo, enshrined in the Na-
tional Archives, came to be known
as “The Agony of War.”

Richter is the man at the center,
though he does not look the same.
Partly, it’s because of age — he
was 25 years old when the photo
was taken and he is now 73, with
two grandchildren. Partly, it’s be-
cause of war’s ravages — months
after the photo was taken, he was
shot in the head, and he spent
years coping with anger, alcohol,
addiction to pain medications,
post-traumatic stress.

But Richter himself will tell you
that he does not resemble the man
in the picture because he is no lon-
ger the man in the picture.

“I was a killer then,” Richter
said on his front porch, the wife
who helped save his life by his
side, birds chirping in trees rus-
tled by the breeze. “I have made
my peace here.”

The story of the photo

On Aug. 14, 1966, Richter’s
job was clearing a landing zone
in South Vietnam so helicopters
could evacuate the wounded and
dead after a mortar attack hit his

unit.

Watching the scene unfold from
a safe spot, Army paratrooper and
photographer Paul Epley ignored
an order to stay down to take the
photo, which was used in newspa-
pers and magazines worldwide.

In the photo, Richter looks sky-
ward with his mouth open and his
arms raised slightly. Sgt. Daniel
E. Spencer Jr. of Bend, Ore., looks
down mournfully at the body of
Pfc. Daryl Raymond Corfman of
Sycamore, Ohio; Spencer also was
killed in action, in 1968. The scene
is shrouded in smoke.

People have attached a range
of emotions and attributes to the
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pretations with a profanity. “I was
looking at a helicopter,” he said.

“That picture is genius because
you see the smoke behind me,” he
added. “It was a red smoke gre-
nade I threw.”

The story of how he came to be
in that place at that time is an ex-
traordinary one.

The story of Richter

Born in Berlin in February
1941, when Adolf Hitler’s Nazi
troops already had been ma-
rauding across Europe for years,
Richter’s earliest memories are of
bodies outside bombed-out bun-
kers and bright flares dropped by
Allied bombers.

“We called them Christmas
trees. They were beautiful,” he
said. “You could hear the sirens
going off all over Berlin.”

Richter said that when the war
ended in 1945 and the Allies sliced
the city into sectors, he was fortu-
nate enough to live in the Ameri-
can district, where GIs were a
soft touch for a young German
boy begging for food. With few
options in Berlin, Richter said,
he joined the German merchant
marine at age 14. That three-year
stint ended when his ship docked
in Calais, France, where he and
other sailors were arrested after a
bar fight.

“They put us in a dungeon with
water dropping down, just like in a
movie. There was just a little win-
dow with bars,” he said.

After three days in lockup, a
judge gave the penniless Richter
a choice: Stay in prison or join the
French Foreign Legion, which
was battling rebels in French-
controlled North Africa. He was
too young to join legally at age 17,
Richter said, so he was given a
new name — Horst Timm — and
allowed to enlist.

Richter does notknow how many
men he killed with the legion, or
how many nightlong marches he
made through Morocco, Tunisia
and Algeria. But after five years,
he left the legion and regained his
true name. An aunt and uncle liv-
ing in Columbus, Ohio, suggested

he come to America to restart his
life, so he did in 1964.
- Richter grew bored
,J with his job construct-
ing helicopter landing
pads, so he enlisted in
the Army in 1965. Ac-
/' cording to his military
| file obtained from the

National Personnel Re-
/' cords Center in St. Louis,
/" he shipped out to Fort

Campbell, Ky., and landed

/ in Vietnam in June 1966

with the 4th Battalion, S03rd
Infantry, 173rd Airborne
Brigade.

He later transferred to a
reconnaissance unit. The war
finally came to an end for him

on March 25, 1967, when a bul-

let hit him on the left side of his
face.

The slug destroyed his upper
palate — an injury that still

widely as “The Agony of War.”

makes it difficult for him to speak.
It shattered his teeth, left him
blind and deaf on the right side. As
he was evacuated aboard an Army
chopper, Richter used a fork and a
ballpoint pen to make his own tra-
cheotomy just to keep breathing;
the scar is still there.

Lingering effects

“I hate war. I hate guns because
they are the root of all the bad
things in the world,” said Richter,
who earned two Bronze Star med-
als for heroism and other awards
that he has since thrown away.
“People come up and say things
like, ‘You're a hero.’ I hate that. It
makes me mad. I did my job.”

But when the job was done, the
effects lingered.

Today, after about a dozen re-
constructive surgeries, Richter’s
appearance is pretty typical for
a man his age, save for scars that
are mostly hidden by glasses.
He avoids wartime buddies and
military reunions and doesn’t like
to talk about his experience in
Vietnam.

In 2012, when the AP was pre-
paring to publish “Vietnam: The
Real War” — a book that would
include “The Agony of War” — a
former comrade said Richter rare-
ly spoke with anyone. But Richter
agreed to talk this spring partly
because of his long-ago friendship
with AP war correspondent Henri
Huet, killed when a helicopter was
shot down over Laos in 1971.

The story he tells is distressingly
familiar. He came back from Viet-
nam mad at everything and every-
one; he didn’t like his appearance,
didn’t like how he sounded after
the injury, didn’t like the way he
was screamed at by war protest-

L. PauL EpLeY, CourTesy o THE U.S. ARMY/AP

U.S. Army soldier Ruediger Richter gazes aloft on Aug. 14, 1966, as a helicopter prepares to land to
pick up the body of a fallen soldier killed by mortar fire in South Vietnam. The image came to be known

Henri Hue/AP

In 1966, U.S. Army soldier
Ruediger Richter, then 25,
holds a can of food in a South
Vietnamese jungle during his
service in the Vietnam War.

ers as he arrived home.

Out of the military on disabil-
ity after attaining the rank of ser-
geant, Richter and his first wife
moved to Pensacola, Fla., where
Richter spent his days taking
too many pain pills, drinking too
much alcohol and fishing on the
city pier. His marriage collapsed;
desperately in need of a new start,
he returned to Germany.

It was there in 1978 that he
met Martina, who was free only
because her father dug a tunnel
under the Berlin Wall to rescue
her and her mother after the So-
viet clampdown.

Richter had a harder time feed-
ing his addiction to prescription
drugs in Germany than in the
Florida Panhandle, but his life

was still a swirl of fury and awful
memories. Martina made the dif-
ference, he said.

“Ididn’t accept the way he was,”
she said. “If I was going to stay, he
had to change.”

He beat his addictions, and the
two married on Aug. 25, 1982.
They have since had two sons,
half-brothers to the three boys
from their previous marriages.

Richter and Martina returned
to the United States in 2007. The
next year, they bought the rural
patch where they now live, miles
outside of Columbus.

Richter doesn’t want the exact
location given or his photo taken.
He wants to remain anonymous
and mostly avoids his neighbors.
They don’t know the story of the
old hippie, with his ponytail, beard
and earring.

Richter finally sought help
after he found himself unable to
breathe during a session of online
computer gaming, a passion of the
couple. He was diagnosed with
post-traumatic stress disorder.
Today, medication helps Richter
sleep and tamps down the dreams
of guns and battle and death.

Richter has few mementos of
his military service. Among them
are three photos on his den wall,
put there by Martina.

One photo shows the handsome
young man in his French Foreign
Legion uniform; another is Rich-
ter in his U.S. Army uniform.
The third is the original, black-
and-white print of “The Agony of
War.”

Richter said the famous photo-
graph means little to him. It was
but a split second along a road to
hell and back.

“Just a moment in time,” he
said.
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By RicHARD LEIBY
The Washington Post

he terrorists threw everything

they had at the U.S. consulate: a

truck bomb, grenades, rockets,

mortars and 15 black-clad at-
tackers armed with AK-47s, including one
fighter strapped with a suicide vest trying
to blow out the back door.

It could have turned out badly — another
Benghazi — but it wasn’t scripted that way.
This time, all 20 personnel inside the five-
story consulate would survive. None of the
attackers did, mowed down by agents from
the State Department’s Diplomatic Secu-
rity Service, who responded crisply with
automatic weapons spewing fiery, loud
bursts in the early morning haze.

Theterrorists were, in fact, excited young
Marines fresh out of 1nfantry school, role-
players in a rapid-fire training exercise
in a mock town built for war games on a
Virginia military base. Replete with Holly-
‘wood-style explosions and actors chanting
anti-American slogans in Arabic, it was the
culmination of an intensive training pro-
gram that owes its existence to the deadly
2012 attacks by Islamic militants on U.S.
installations in Benghazi, Libya.

A review board cited “grossly inade-
quate” security, a lack of Diplomatic Secu-
rity agents and poorly skilled local guards
as factors in the rout at Benghazi that
killed four Americans, including the U.S.
ambassador. In response, then-Secretary
of State Hillary Rodham Clinton created a
high-threat directorate within the security
branch so U.S. outposts in dangerous plac-
es “get the attention they need,” she said.

Republicans have continued to pound on
the Obama administration’s response to
the incident, while Democrats see only po-
litical posturing. But none of it particularly
registers in the fictional nation of Erehwon
— “nowhere” spelled backwards — where
Diplomatic Security agents since last fall
have sweated through motorcade ambush-
es and helicopter evacuations as part of
stepped-up training.

The high-threat course lasts 10 weeks
— its duration was doubled after Benghazi
— and students are put through their final
paces during three-plus days amid Ere-
hwon’s pine trees and the occasional flock
of wild turkeys. A squad of 16 men com-
pleted it last month, the latest of 47 gradu-
ates since October. (The State Department
asked that the base’s name not be disclosed
to maintain the element of surprise for fu-
ture trainees.)

Erehwon exercises explained

Two thousand DS agents, as they are
known, protect diplomats and U.S. out-
posts in 160 countries. Many agents under-
go DS basic training — including firearms
and trauma-care instruction — at a West
Virginia facility that includes a racetrack
for high-speed driving maneuvers. The so-
called capstone event at Erehwon is meant
to connect the lessons in order to protect
a pretend diplomat and eventually evacu-
ate him as the U.S. mission in Erehwon is
abandoned.

Along the way, as with military combat
exercises, the students deal with exhaus-
tion, casualties who must be carried and a
wily, adaptive enemy — in this case, train-
ers who monitor everything from a state-
of-the-art tactical operations center where
they shift elements of the scenario to keep
the students off guard.

They also use deception: One night the
puppet masters fired “mortars” from one
direction so that the group, slogging a
mile across a creek in the dark toward a
helo landing zone, would think the enemy
was advancing from behind. A version of
a Black Hawk helicopter, designed to ferry
VIPs, was enlisted to “extract” the DS
agents and diplomats, who carried one stu-
dent on a stretcher.

“It was not easy,” said Alex, 43, an agent
who asked that his last name be withheld
for security reasons. He and other grimy
graduates, who had not showered in days,

Intensified training

Agents’ exercises more grueling since Benghazi

PHoTos BY Jai CHIKWENDIU/The Washington Post

Above: Black-clad participants in the role of terrorists play dead in the lobby
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Diplomatic Security

An improvised explosive device planted in a truck detonates during an exercise.

Left: Agullsevawakaparhupantposmgasammdedpelsonaspaﬂofﬂle

course. Right: The

were trudging back to the pretend consul-
ate for a lengthy after-action critique.

Within an hour or so of repelling the at-
tack, the team had just safely relocated the
diplomatic personnel to a soccer field to be
airlifted. The air smelled of the multiple
smoke grenades they had used for cover.
They looked happy it was over.

The most stressful part of the past 76
hours? “Not knowing what’s coming next,”
Alex said.

The new reality

That’s part of the point. A 14-year DS
veteran, with posts including Thailand and
Slovakia, Alex will soon head to the U.S.
Consulate in Basra, Iraq — a posting that

military has no presence. In response, the
State Department will have hired 75 more
agents by year’s end.

The State Department says it eventu-
ally wants all of its security agents to be
trained for high-risk postings. In response
to Benghazi, midlevel and executive-level
agents will be put through four-week high-
threat courses, as well.

Many in the security service have mili-

tary and law enforce-

s ment backgrounds,
but their ranks also
The neM_' include teachers, law-
strategy IS yers, scientists and lin-
i guists. All have at least

to continue bachelor’s degrees.
to do Although the train-
diploma ees may sometimes
wiit’h th cy wear and carry intimi-
e d_ating gear — espe-
left hand, cially the high-threat
- graduates, who have
warfighting $7,000 more in equip-
on the ment than other DS
: 14 agents — the State De-
"ght' partment stresses that
Dan McCollor their only posture is

high-threat defensive.

training section ~ “We provide secu-
chief rity, and we’ve got to

be able to respond,

period,” said Mark H.
Hipp, the deputy assistant secretary for
training.

“We are not going out looking for a fight,”
said Bill A. Miller, who directs the Diplo-
matic Security Service and is a 27-year vet-
eran of the force. “We try to go in keeping a
low profile when possible. ... I've gone into
places totally unarmed but feeling safer
than if I was carrying a gun.”

Certain functions of U.S. foreign policy
can’t be carried out without them. Besides
moving diplomats from place to place, Dip-
lomatic Security Service members must
interact with host-nation law enforcement
counterparts and are in frequent contact
with foreign dignitaries, as well as with the
local populace.

This is particularly tricky in hot zones.
“The new strategy is to continue to do di-
plomacy with the left hand, warfighting
on the right,” said Dan McCollor, the high-
threat training section chief. “And we have
to figure out a way to keep our diplomats
safe.”

Training host nations

Another post-Benghazi initiative will
train and equip host-nation security offi-
cials, according to Hipp. Although they’re
on the front lines, some foreign nationals
who serve as guards at U.S. diplomatic fa-
cilities are not necessarily well-trained or
qualified.

The Libyan man who commanded the
local guards at Benghazi was a former Eng-
lish teacher with no security background,
according to Reuters. “I've never held a gun
in my life,” he told the news agency in the
weeks after the attacks by heavily armed
Islamists.

Durmg the recent Erehwon exercise,
students overlooked some un-

group poses for a photo after completing the training. Some
of them could be headed for Iraq, Afghanistan or other high-threat

represents the service’s new reality.

“When I started in 2000, we were not
in war zones,” he noted. “This is what we
need to operate in a war zone. ... It’s sort
of like being in the military, yet you're a
diplomat at the same time.”

Two other graduates in his squad are
also going to Iraq, which has an oversize
component of diplomatic personnel — the
largest U.S. Embassy in the world — but no
longer a fallback army to help keep them
safe (although Marines are still attached to
many diplomatic posts as guards).

The post-Benghazi review board noted
that the Diplomatic Security Service “is
being stretched to the limit as never be-
fore,” as terrorist threats escalate world-
wide, including places where the U.S.

offwlal extra care and feeding of a local
guard, who complained of needing shade.
He walked off the job, creating a security
vulnerability: The guard was one of the
consulate’s connections to the locals.

Trainers say nurturing such relationships
is a key “soft skill” — part of the diplomatic
side of the job.

In the safe, artificial aftermath of a sxmu»
lated attack, in his it
fatigues, a bearded agent named Jerem\ah,
a former Army medic, considered the fu-
ture in a high-threat post. He didn’t know
yet where it would be, but he knew real dan-
gers lay ahead.

Soldiers fight the wars. But diplomats are
there before wars begin, and in places like
Iraq and Afghanistan, they remain after the
troops pull out.

“We’re what’s left,” Jeremiah mused. “An
interesting concept.”
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CRISIS IN IRAQ

Militia parades
as insurgents
seize crossing

By Hamza HENDAWI
AND QAsSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Thousands of
heavily-armed Shiite militiamen
paraded through several Iraqi
cities on Saturday as Sunni mili-
tants seized two strategically lo-
cated towns in what appeared to
be a new offensive in the western
Anbar province.

The capture of the two towns
— Qaim on the Syrian border Fri-
day and Rawah on the Euphrates
river Saturday — dealt another
blow to Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki’s government, which has
struggled to push back against
Islamic extremists and allied
militants who have seized large
swaths of the country’s north, in-
cluding the second-largest city of
Mosul.

But while al-Maliki has come
under mounting pressure to reach
out to disaffected Kurds and Sun-
nis, the display of heavy weapons
by the Shiite fighters indicated
that forces beyond Baghdad’s con-
trol may be pushing the conflict
toward a sectarian showdown.

Sunni militants have controlled
the city of Fallujah in Anbar and
parts of the provincial capital of
Ramadi since January. The vast
Anbar province stretches from
the western edges of Baghdad all
the way to Jordan and Syria to the
northwest. The fighting in Anbar
has greatly disrupted use of the
highway linking Baghdad to the
Jordanian border, a key artery
for goods and passengers.

In Baghdad, about 20,000 men,
many in combat gear, marched

through the Sadr City district
with assault rifles, machine guns,
multiple rocket launchers, field
artillery and missiles. Similar pa-
rades took place in the southern
cities of Amarah and Basra.

The parades were staged by
followers of Shiite cleric Mugtada
al-Sadr, who once led a powerful
militia that battled U.S. troops
and was blamed for some of the
mass killing of Sunni civilians
during the sectarian bloodletting
that peaked in 2006 and 2007.

Police and army officials said
the al-Qaida breakaway Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant,
along with allied militants, seized
Qaim and its crossing, about 200
miles west of Baghdad, after kill-
ing some 30 Iraqgi troops in day-
long clashes Friday.

The officials, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity because they
were not authorized to talk to
Jjournalists, said people were now
crossing back and forth freely.

Chief military spokesman Lt.
Gen. Qassim al-Moussawi ac-
knowledged Qaim’s fall, telling
journalists that troops aided by
local tribesmen sought to clear
the city of “terrorists.”

The mayor of Rawah, Hussein
Ali al-Aujail, said Sunni militants
captured the town Saturday. The
local army and the police force
pulled out when the militants took
control, he said.

He said militants ransacked
government offices in the town
along the Euphrates River some
175 miles northwest of Baghdad.

Sunni militants have carved
out a large fiefdom along the
Iragi-Syrian border and have

Surveillance: Official says

FROM FRONT PAGE

In remarks from the White
House last week, Obama didn’t
say that airstrikes are imminent.
He stressed that the only long-
term solution to Iraq’s stabili-
zation will come from political
reconciliation between the Shiite-
led government and the margin-
alized Sunni minority. But he left
no doubt that he’s putting all the
pieces into place to launch the
first significant military action in
Iraq since U.S. forces left there in
2011.

“We will be prepared to take
targeted and precise military ac-
tion if and when we determine
that the situation on the ground
requires it,” Obama said.

Echoing the commander-in-
chief, Defense Secretary Chuck
Hagel said in a statement: “The

Department of Defense will con-
tinue to plan and prepare fur-
ther military options should they
become necessary and we will
remain ready to protect our dip-
lomats, our citizens, and our in-
terests in Iraq.”

In the short term, spies, not
soldiers, likely will fuel any
gains against ISIL. Prior to pos-
sible airstrikes, there will be “a
broader intelligence mission that
includes a significant amount of
[intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance], and then we’ll
be making decisions about specif-
ic targets,” a senior administra-
tion official told reporters after
Obama’s remarks.

Primarily led by the Pentagon,
intelligence collection in Iraq
grew “exponentially” during a
36-hour span last week, another

other cities in southern Iraq with heavy weaponry, signaling their

country’s north.

long traveled back and forth with
ease, but the control of crossings,
like the one in Qaim, allows them
to more easily move weapons
and heavy equipment to different
battlefields.

intel collection

senior administration official
told Foreign Policy. The week
before, the intelligence agencies
began collecting more informa-
tion from drones and satellites in
earnest, officials said, while the
Pentagon is trying to intercept
ISIL communications. However,
the group’s general avoidance of
phones and text messaging will
make that task more difficult.
ISIL members mostly rely on
couriers to communicate. But if
ISIL has any hope of taking more
Iraqi cities, or Baghdad, it almost
certainly will have to coordinate
attacks by phone or radio, mak-
ing the group more vulnerable to
America’s digital spying nets.
Satellite images and video sur-
veillance are essential for tracking
the ISIL’s locations and perhaps
even predicting where it will at-

readiness to take on Sunni militants who control a large chunk of the

The fall of Qaim came as al-
Maliki faces mounting pressure
to form an inclusive government
or to step aside, with both a top
Shiite cleric and the White House
strongly hinting he is in part to

Protos By Karim Kapim/AP
Volunteers of the newly formed “Peace Brigades” participate in a parade Saturday in the Shiite
stronghold of Sadr City in Baghdad. The Arabic on the banner reads, “No for America, No for Israel, No
for Terrorism, No for ISIL.”

blame for the worst crisis since
U.S. troops withdrew from the
country at the end of 2011.

Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani,
the most respected voice for Iraq’s
Shiite majority, on Friday joined
calls for al-Maliki to reach out to
the Kurdish and Sunni minori-
ties a day after President Barack
Obama challenged him to create
a leadership representative of all
Iragqis.

Al-Sistani normally  stays
above the political fray, and his
comments, delivered through a
representative, ultimately could
seal al-Maliki’s fate.

Calling for a dialogue between
the political coalitions that won
seats in the April 30 parliamen-
tary election, al-Sistani said it
was imperative that they form
“an effective government that en-
Jjoys broad national support” and
“avoids past mistakes.”

Al-Sistani is deeply revered
by Iraq’s majority Shiites, and
his critical words could force al-
Maliki, who emerged from rela-
tive obscurity in 2006 to lead the
country, to step down.

grew ‘exponentially’ last week

tack next. But to precisely target
airstrikes against ISIL fighters,
and importantly, to distinguish
between them and Iraqi military
forces or innocent civilians, the
military needs real eyes on the
ground to help coordinate and
call in airstrikes. That's where
the advisers could come in.

The advisers will “help give
us better visibility into the situa-
tion on the ground” and will pro-
vide intelligence about “potential
military action,” a second senior
administration official told re-
porters. Technical sources of in-
formation won’t give U.S. forces
the level of precision they need to
launch such targeted airstrikes,
former defense and intelligence
officials said.

Whether advisers will be used
to call in airstrikes has not been

decided yet, a senior official said.
But, the official noted, they would
be able to share intelligence with
the Iraqgis to help them develop
targets and plans for attacking
ISIL positions.

“To figure out what ISIL would
do next, you need to get there and
figure out the lay of the land,”
said a former senior U.S. intel-
ligence official with extensive
experience in Iraq. “You can do
some of that with intelligence col-
lected at a great distance. But you
really need some footprint on the
ground” to inflict real damage.

It would take the United States
probably several months to set up
networks of Iraqi spies who could
further help locate ISIL positions
or even identify individual lead-
ers. But that, too, could be in the
offing.
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Iraqi army’s ties to Shiite

By LovEpAY MORRIS
The Washington Post

BAGHDAD — In a darkened
living room in the Shiite neighbor-
hood of Sadr City, a gray-haired
militia commander picked up his
phone Friday to read a text mes-
sage from one of his colleagues
on the battlefield.

“Captured six [ISIL] members
in an ambush,” it said, referring
to militants from the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant, an
al-Qaida splinter group whose
advance over the past 10 days has
nearly brought the Iragi state to
its knees. “At dawn I killed two,
four I gave to the army.”

The message was an example
of what members of Iraq’s Shi-
ite militias describe as growing
cooperation with the country’s
army. As Iraq spirals into chaos,
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki
is now relying on the militias,
which once carried out hundreds
of attacks on U.S. soldiers, to help
him cling to power.

The lines between Shiite mili-
tias and the Iraqi armed forces
have been increasingly blurred
since the withdrawal of U.S.
troops in 2011. Now, as the ISIL
threat reinvigorates militias and
the United States dispatches 300
military advisers to the fractur-
ing country, the overlap is raising
questions about increased Ameri-
can support for Iraqi forces.

“Potentially, what this could
amount to is the U.S. arming or
advising Iranian proxies, some of
which are on the terror list,” said
Phillip Smyth, a researcher at the
University of Maryland specializ-
ing in Shiite Islamist groups.

Speaking in London, retired
Gen. David Petraeus, the for-
mer head of coalition forces in
Iraq, raised similar concerns in
a speech last week. “This cannot
be the United States being the air
force of Shia militias,” he said of
potential U.S. strikes on ISIL tar-
gets in Iraq.

The Obama administration is
acutely conscious that any direct
intervention in the current Iraqi
conflict could be interpreted
as taking the side of al-Maliki’s
Shiite-dominated government in
what is rapidly becoming a sec-
tarian war. Every U.S. statement
and announcement since the cri-
sis began has included a warning
that decisions to provide further

ial military
including airstrikes, will depend
upon the extent to which Irag’s
government reaches out to all re-
ligious and ethnic groups.

Asked Wednesday if the admin-
istration was concerned that Iran
had called for Shiite militias to
protect religious shrines in Iraq,
‘White House press secretary Jay
Carney said ISIL was “a com-
mon threat to the entire region,
including Iran, but Iraq will only
successfully overcome this threat
by governing in a nonsectarian
manner, building and investing
in the capacity of Iraq’s security
forces and addressing the legiti-
mate concerns of Irag’s Sunni,
Kurd and Shia communities.”

The Iraqi government denies
that it allows militias to work
within its ranks. But since an
estimated 90,000 soldiers shed

itias a concern

This poster seen Friday in

's Sadr City

Scorr NeLson/The Washington Post

an Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq miilitia fighter killed in Syria. Asaib Ahl al-

Hagq, which killed and kidnapped numerous American soldiers before the U.S. withdrawal from Iraq, says it is already actively working within

the security forces.

their uniforms and abandoned
their posts as ISIL swept across
northern Iraq this month, it has
called for new “volunteers” to
join the armed forces. That call
was followed by a religious de-
cree recently from Irag’s top
Shiite cleric, Grand Ayatollah Ali
al-Sistani, who called for all able-
bodied Iraqgis to take up arms
against the insurgency.

In his decree, al-Sistani urged
volunteers to join the regular se-

curity forces, a stipulation he reit-
erated on Friday, saying weapons
should remain in the hands of the
state.

But many have joined militias
instead, as the ISIL sweep, com-
bined with the cleric’s call to
arms — even with its stipulations
— spawns a resurgence of the ir-
regular Shiite armies that hunted
down Sunnis during the bloodiest
years of the Iraq War.

While most disbanded, some

groups, such as the Iran-backed
Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq and Kitaeb
Hezbollah, which is designated
as a terrorist organization by the
United States, have remained ac-
tive since the U.S. withdrawal
and have slowly built their pres-
ence in the security forces for
years. Smyth described their in-
filtration as “systemic,” raising
the possibility that U.S. advisers
might soon be working along-
side militiamen who once fought

them.

The Sadr City commander,
who spoke on the condition of
anonymity for security reasons,
is a follower of firebrand Shiite
cleric Muqtada al-Sadr, who re-
cently announced the formation
of “peace brigades” to repel ISIL
attacks on the Shiite-majority
country’s shrines and holy sites.

The brigade is ostensibly
a defense force, although the
commanders message from his
on the front lines near

Iraq PM not

By Liz Sy
The Washington Post

BAGHDAD — Prime Min-
ister Nouri al-Maliki will not
readily surrender power and
is unlikely to do so unless chief
ally Iran insists that he go, al-
Maliki’s foes and supporters are
warning as pressure mounts on
the embattled Iraqi leader to
make concessions to rivals or
step aside.

The pressure intensified Fri-
day with an appeal by Irag’s
most revered Shiite cleric for
the swift formation of a new
government capable of uniting
Iragis against the threat posed
by Sunni militants who have
seized large chunks of Iraqi ter-
ritory over the past 10 days.

Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sis-
tani did not directly mention
al-Maliki, but he called for the
creation of a government that
has “broad national support,”
a clear reference to al-Maliki’s
failure to win the confidence of
the country’s Sunnis during his
eight years in office. The mes-
sage was delivered by his rep-
resentative, Ahmed al-Safi, in
the holy city of Karbala.

Al-Sistani’s message echoed
one delivered by President
Barack Obama on Thursday
that hinted at a withdrawal
of U.S. support for al-Maliki,
whose authoritarian style and
discriminatory behavior to-

expected to leave quietly

Hussein Mata/AP

An Iraqi Shiite Turkmen gunman holds his rocket-propelled
grenade in front of a portrait of Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki in Kirkuk province, Iraq, on Friday.

ward Iraq’s Sunni minority are
widely blamed for the blood-
shed threatening to tear the
country apart.

Persuading al-Maliki to step
down could be difficult, say his
political foes, who have long
sought to persuade the United
States that al-Maliki is a liabil-
ity but have repeatedly failed to
form a viable coalition against
him.

“Maliki will not go quietly,”
said Deputy Prime Minister
Saleh al-Mutlak, a Sunni who
has led many fruitless efforts to
build parliamentary coalitions
against al-Maliki in the past.

Previous bids to oust al-Mali-

ki through constitutional means
have foundered on the inability
of his foes to unite around an
alternative candidate. Accord-
ing to the parliamentary sys-
tem of government spelled out
in Iraqg’s constitution, drawn up
under U.S. supervision in 2005,
whoever commands a majority
of seats in the parliament forms
the government, making it the-
oretically possible to replace
any leader by mustering the
support of enough lawmakers.

A bigger obstacle to forcing
al-Maliki’s departure, however,
could be the support of Iran,
which has shown no sign that it
is preparing to dilute its back-
ing for the prime minister.

Samarra, about 80 miles north of
Baghdad, pointed to a more active
role. The commander said the
new group is effectively a rein-
carnation of the Mahdi Army, al-
Sadr’s paramilitary force, whose
military activities were frozen in
2008.

While al-Sadr’s followers are in
the process of organizing, Asaib
Ahl al-Haq, which killed and kid-
napped numerous American sol-
diers before the U.S. withdrawal,
says it is already actively working
within the security forces. The
ISIL advance has only strength-
ened that role, members said.

“It’s changed things for the bet-
ter,” said Mohanad Dihleh, 29, an
Asaib fighter who was reclining
on cushions on the floor of his liv-
ing room in Sadr City. “Morale is
high.”

The paramilitaries work in
close coordination with the
armed forces, wear their uni-
forms and effectively work as a
forward strike force, according to
a spokesman for Asaib.

“They are fighting side by side
with the government forces on all
fronts,” said Ahmed al-Kinani,
a spokesman for the group’s po-
litical wing. “They wear military
uniforms. They are working with
the security forces. It’s logical.”

Saad Maan, a spokesman for
Iraq’s Interior Ministry, said
there is no place for militias to op-
erate within the security forces,
but that no individual would be
turned away.

“Of course, the most important
thing is that we have thousands
of people coming to be volunteers
with the Iragi army,” he said. He
said that militiamen who enlist
are not allowed to operate outside
the umbrella of the armed forces.
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Border agency’s
watchdog probed
over cover-up

By Marisa TAYLOR
AND FrANCO ORDONEZ
McClatchy Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The internal
affairs division of U.S. Customs
and Border Protection is being
investigated for falsifying docu-
ments, intentionally misplacing
employee complaints and bun-
gling misconduct reports as part
of a cover-up to mask its failure to
curb employee wrongdoing, a Mc-
Clatchy investigation has found.

The inquiry of the nation’s larg-
est federal law enforcement agen-
cy also involves a much broader
array of allegations, including an
inner-office sexual relationship
between two high-ranking offi-
cials, who themselves sometimes
oversee investigations of similar
illicit affairs. According to three
Customs and Border Protection
officials, investigators quietly in-
terviewed witnesses this spring
as part of a potential criminal
case that reflected badly on the
leadership of former division
chief James Tomsheck and at
least two of his deputies.

The investigation already was

underway when the Obama ad-
ministration earlier this month
removed Tomsheck, who had run
the internal affairs division since
2006.

The allegations taint a unit that
must grapple with recurring ac-
cusations that Customs and Bor-
der Protection personnel have
abused migrants, including chil-
dren, have taken bribes and have
conspired with drug cartels.

“There were so many allega-
tions of wrongdoing involving
the internal affairs division you'd
need a flow chart to sort them
all out,” said one of the agency
officials, who asked to remain
unnamed because the inquiry is
ongoing. “It’s insane because this
division is supposed to be looking
into employee misconduct, yet it
is being accused of the very same
corruption it is supposed to be
investigating.”

The internal affairs division
has been further shaken by two
suicides of internal affairs offi-
cers in less than a year, including
one retired veteran Secret Ser-
vice agent who had overseen the
division’s Houston office.

Lawmaker proposes
e-cigarette regulations

The Associated Press

SAN MATEDO, Calif. — A San
Francisco congresswoman un-
veiled legislation Friday that
would regulate electronic ciga-
rettes in the same way as typical
tobacco products, accusing the
e-cigarette industry of targeting
children and teenagers with its
marketing.

“With flavors like gummy
bear, cotton candy, and chocolate
cake, our kids are literally vaping
these things up,” said Democratic
U.S. Rep. Jackie Speier, who an-
nounced the proposal outside the
San Francisco General Hospital
emergency room. “With ads using
sex and sex appeal, our teens are

lusting after these objects.”

The legislation would restrict
television advertisements of elec-
tronic cigarettes as was done for
tobacco, said a statement from
Speier’s spokeswoman, Katrina
Rill. Speier plans to introduce the
bill Monday to regulate the devic-
es that heat a liquid nicotine solu-
tion to create inhalable vapor.

The proposal also would pro-
hibit marketing to minors, would
bar advertising that increases
use by children and would ban
most flavorings in the products.
It would require the Food and
Drug Administration to establish
childproof packaging standards
and dosage limits.

ity in

Eric Gav/AP
De'lzmees create artwork Wednesday under a camouflage tent at a U.S. Customs and Border Protection
facilif

Texas, that has been central to processing many of the more than

47,000 unaccompanied children who have entered the country illegally since Oct. 1.

White House acts to ease
legal crunch at border

By MoLLy HENNESsY-FISKE,
BriaN BENNETT
AND CINDY CARCAMO
Los Angeles Times

SAN ANTONIO — Facing
pressure to address a widening
crisis on the Southwest border,
the Obama administration an-
nounced new measures Friday
to detain, process and ultimately
deport the growing numbers of
Central American children and
families who already are over-
whelming most existing federal
detention facilities.

The Department of Homeland
Security said it is rushing addi-
tional lawyers, asylum officers
and immigration judges to the
Texas border, where most of the
new immigrants are arriving, to
process cases more quickly and
to reduce the large numbers of
those who must be released with
promises to appear at later court
hearings.

“We are surging resources to
increase our capacity to detain

individuals and adults with chil-
dren, and to handle immigration
court hearings,” Deputy Home-
land Security Secretary Ale-
jandro Mayorkas said during a
Friday briefing.

So far this fiscal year, more
than 39,000 adults have been
caught crossing the Southwest
border with children. An addi-
tional 52,000 unaccompanied
children had been detained as of
last week, and by year’s end, of-
ficials expect that number to have
increased to as many as 90,000.

With shelters and detention
centers already overcrowded,
many new immigrants have been
released to sponsors and family
members with orders to appear
for hearings later, prompting
critics to say that many will elect
to quietly remain within the U.S.
The Department of Justice re-
ported that 33 percent of immi-
grants released in such cases in
fiscal 2013 failed to appear for
subsequent hearings, up from 24
percent in 2009.

Texas Gov. Rick Perry on Fri-
day called for deploying an addi-
tional 1,000 National Guard troops
on the Texas-Mexico border,
along with Lakota helicopters and
Predator drones. “The safety and
security of our border communi-
ties is being threatened by this
flood of illegal immigration, and
the crisis worsens by the day,” the
Republican said in a letter asking
President Barack Obama to travel
to Texas to address the issue.

Vice President Joe Biden and
other U.S. officials met Friday
with Guatemalan President Otto
Perez Molina and Vice President
Roxana Baldetti in the second
prong of the administration’s
strategy, aimed at helping Cen-
tral American nations alleviate
the poverty and crime believed to
have helped drive the exodus to-
ward the U.S. in Guatemala. The
plan calls for $40 million in U.S.
aid to reduce youth involvement
in gangs and to promote other se-
curity improvements.

House panel ordered to court in insider-trading investigation

BY LARRY NEUMEISTER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A powerful U.S.
House of Representatives com-
mittee was ordered on Friday to
appear before a judge next month
to explain why it should not be re-
quired to turn over documents in
an insider-trading probe.

U.S. District Judge Paul
Gardephe in Manhattan set a
July 1 hearing for the Ways and
Means Committee to appear. He
also required a committee staffer,
Brian Sutter, to appear. He said

the committee must show why it
should not be ordered to produce
documents demanded by the Se-
curities and Exchange Commis-
sion in May.

In court papers, the SEC said
its probe relates to whether se-
crets were passed to certain
members of the public surround-
ing an April 2013 announcement
by the U.S. Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services about a
Medicare program.

Sutter, the health subcommit-
tee’s staff director, disclosed on
May 9 to House Speaker John

Boehner, R-Ohio, that he had re-
ceived a subpoena from the SEC
for documents and testimony
along with a grand jury subpoena
from federal prosecutors in Man-
hattan, according to the congres-
sional record of that day.

The SEC said in its court pa-
pers that the committee and Sut-
ter had refused to comply with
the subpoenas. It said they had
asserted “numerous objections,
arguing, among other things,
that the subpoenas are ‘repug-
nant to public policy;’ that they
are vague and overbroad” and

that the speech or debate clause
of the Constitution entitled them
to avoid producing the documents
or testimony.

Kerry W. Kircher, general
counsel for the House of Rep-
resentatives, said in an email to
The Associated Press that the
SEC subpoenas “run seriously
afoul of the Constitution’s Speech
or Debate Clause.” Kircher said
House lawyers are aware the
federal judge wants a response
by Thursday and will respond on
that ground, among others.

The SEC noted that a public

rate announcement about the
Medicare Advantage program
that was far more favorable to
certain health care insurers than
anticipated was made 20 minutes
after the market closed on April
1, 2013. But, it said, an analyst at
dealer-broker Height Securities
LLC issued a flash report about
20 minutes before the markets
closed urging dozens of clients,
including prominent investment
funds, to buy stocks that would
benefit from a rate increase close
to what was announced.
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Death threats force Afghan girl back to US

By Joun RoGERs
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — When the
art-loving little girl from Afghan-
istan left Los Angeles last April,
her American friends sent her
away with brushes, an iPad filled
with photo souvenirs and a head
full of ideas for painting pretty
pictures like the one she created
with the new prosthetic arm they
had just given her.

But while word of the colorful
abstract expressionist work Shah
Bibi Tarakhail had painted won
the 7-year-old widespread praise
and even an invitation to visit the
Picasso Museum in Spain, it also
aroused the wrath of the Taliban.

Word quickly spread to her
family that she would be killed
for adopting Western ways, and
the family fled its small home on
the Pakistani border.

On Thursday, with just the
clothes on her back and a small
bag containing a pink party dress
and other items, Shah Bibi re-
turned to Los Angeles. While her
family remains in hiding some-
where in the Afghan-Pakistan
region, the nonprofit group Chil-
dren of War is placing her with a
host family for the next several

months. Eventually the group
hopes to win her political asylum
in the United States.

“When she went back, the min-
ute she got there she became a
target,” said Dr. Arsalan Darmal,
a Newport Beach psychologist
who treated her during her ear-
lier U.S. visit and has remained
in touch with her family.

“If she stayed,” added Darmal,
who helped get her out, “she knew
she was going to be killed.”

Although Children of War has
rescued more than 100 young-
sters, including many with griev-
ous war injuries like Shah Bibi’s,
her case quickly gained interna-
tional attention. It was an out-
pouring of admiration fueled both
by her plucky if shy personality
and her love of art.

She’d lost her right eye and
most of her right arm last sum-
mer when she mistook a discard-
ed grenade outside her home for a
rock, and it exploded, ripping her
body with shrapnel and killing
her brother. But it couldn’t kill
her zest for life.

As soon as she learned how to
use the prosthetic arm doctors at
Shriners Hospital For Children
fitted her with, she began draw-
ing. Children of War, learning of

By

-

s -

Afghan war victim Shah Bibi Tarakhail uses her new pi

Damian DovarGANES/AP

ic arm

to paint at Galerie Michael in Beverly Hills, Calif., in Aprll Shah Bibi,
7, is returning to the United States after her newfound celebrity
made her a subject of death threats in her homeland.

her interest, arranged a painting
lesson with prominent abstract
expressionist Davyd Whaley, who
said he was astounded by her skill
at matching colors.

“She kind of has a facility for it
if she wants to pursue it,” he told
The Associated Press.

Meanwhile, she and her family
had gone into hiding.

She arrived at Los Angeles In-
ternational Airport on Thursday
after a perilous three-day bus
ride that took her and her father
to Kabul from Pakistan days after
the father had called Children of

‘War to appeal for help.

“Her father said, ‘I can’t care
for her anymore, and it’s at a
point where she needs to be out
of here sooner rather than later,”
said the group’s executive direc-
tor, Amel Najjar.

He told Children of War he had
placed Shah Bibi in a Pakistani
hospital for several days, partly
to have her treated for stress and
depression and also just to keep
her safe.

In Los Angeles, she had a joy-

ful reunion with several of the
people at Shriner’s Hospital who
had previously helped her. In the
weeks ahead, doctors will fit her
with a prosthetic eye and work
on removing the scars the shrap-
nel from the grenade left on her
body.
“You remember me?” occupa-
tional therapist Vivian Yip asked
as Shah Bibi rushed to embrace
her.

Soon Yip had her demonstrat-
ing her skill with the prosthetic by
stringing yarn through children’s
blocks, then cutting poster paper
into a perfect circle and drawing
ahappy face on it.

“Thank you,” she said in Eng-
lish, cocking her head and smil-
ing sheepishly when someone
praised her work.

The Associated Press

NORTH SIOUX CITY, S.D.
— A swollen river that threatened
homes where Iowa, Nebraska
and South Dakota meet crested
earlier and at a lower level than
expected early Friday. Minne-
sota officials toured waterlogged
areas of that state, saying the
severity and breadth of flooding
make a federal disaster request a
near certainty.

The less-serious crest of the
Big Sioux River prompted crews
to take down sandbags and other
containers blocking a section of
Interstate 29 that acted as a tem-
porary levee to protect an at-risk
South Dakota city.

The road, which Lt. Gov. Matt

Tim Hyns, THE Sioux CiTy (S.D.) JoURNAL/AP
Floodwaters from the Big Sioux River cover farmland near Jefferson, S.D., on Friday.

Big Sioux River crests below record

Michels said remained dry while
closed, reopened Friday after-
noon. But some buildings, farm-
land and roads remain flooded,
Michels said.

“Do not drive on a road with
water. It may not be there,” he
said.

The National Weather Ser-
vice had predicted earlier that
the river would hit a record high
around midday, but then said
it crested at Sioux City, Iowa,
around midnight a couple of feet
below the previous record.

Days of thunderstorms up-
stream swelled the 420-mile-long
river and threatened homes and
businesses in the three surround-
ing states, including up to 400 in

a neighborhood of North Sioux
City.
The change in the crest was
due to a large amount of water
released Tuesday night when a
levee failed upstream at Akron,
Towa, said Mike Gillispie, a hy-
drologist at the National Weather
Service in Sioux Falls.

“Enough water went through
the levee failure out into agricul-
tural land there that it lowered the
amount of water coming through
at peak crest at Sioux City,” he
said.

The river had been expected
to crest at Sioux City about a foot
above the 108.3-foot record set in
1969. Instead, it peaked at 105.6
feet and began dropping.

Fire chief, family of 5
killed in Mont. crash

By MarT Vorz
AND MATTHEW BROWN
The Associated Press

THREE FORKS, Mont. — A
tight band of firefighters in a
small Montana town was left
reeling after their new chief and
five members of a family died in
a horrific crash between a fire
engine and a pickup truck along
a rural highway.

The cause of the fiery Thurs-
day night collision about 10 miles
southeast of Helena remained
under investigation.

There were no survivors, and
few details were immediately
known about the family mem-
bers killed in the pickup truck.
Authorities on Friday identified
them as a Helena couple and their
three young children.

Todd Rummel, chief of the
Three Forks Fire Department,
was alone in the fire engine. It
had been repaired in Helena, and
he was driving it back to Three
Forks, a town of about 2,000 peo-
ple at the headwaters of the Mis-
souri River.

Grief-stricken fellow firefight-
ers and family members recalled
the 44-year-old as the consum-
mate volunteer firefighter, dedi-
cated to a life of service that
began when he was just 14 and
joined the junior fire brigade in
his hometown of Quakertown in
eastern Pennsylvania.

“This fire department was
more than a business. It was a
family,” firefighter Brad Eastty

GALLITAN CounTY (MonT.)
IRE DEPARTMENT/AP

Fire Chief Todd Rummel was
killed Thursday after the fire
engine he was driving and a
pickup truck collided.

said. “Todd was like a brother. To
some folks in the fire department,
he was like a father.”

Rummel had a girlfriend and
worked as an auto mechanic,
but “he lived and breathed the
Three Forks fire company,” Allen
Rummel said. “He was living his
dream.”

Firefighters learned of the
crash overnight Thursday and
gathered at the firehouse Friday
to talk through their shock and to
welcome residents who stopped
by to share a few words about
their fallen chief.

The Jefferson County Sheriff’s
Office sent the victims to the state
crime lab for identification and
to determine the cause of death,
Montana Highway Patrol Capt.
Gary Becker said.

It will take some time to recon-
struct what happened, he said.
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INCRIMINATING INK

Tattoos can be evidence of a crime — or just cool

By Dave CoLLINS
The Associated Press

HARTFORD, Conn.
eardrops for murders.
Spider webs for pris-
on time. Penal code
numbers for crimes
committed.

Criminals have long used tat-
toos as indelible ink on their own
bodily rap sheet. And for just as
long, police have used tattoos as
a way to identify suspects, a dis-
tinguishing characteristic to jog a
memory or catch the public’s eye.

But only rarely does body art
play a pivotal role as evidence
posited as proof of wrongdoing.

Prosecutors trying to convict
former New England Patriots
tight end Aaron Hernandez in two
homicide cases could try to use
the football star’s tattoos against
him: They are seeking the artists
who worked on Hernandez, say-
ing they could be witnesses.

Criminal justice experts, how-
ever, say it’s hard for law en-
forcement to determine whether
someone with a tattoo linked to
a kind of crime actually did the
deed. As Todd Bettencourt, a tat-
too artist in North Attleborough,
Mass. — the town where Hernan-
dez was living at the time of the
killings — said, “Some people just
get it because it’s cool.”

Much of Hernandez’s upper
body is covered in tattoos: The
open-mouthed face of a lion sits
atop his right bicep, ringed by
the words “It’s about the fight in
you;” “1989,” his birth year, spans
the fingers of his left hand, and a
10-word phrase favored by his fa-
ther, “If it is to be it is up to me,”
runs down his left forearm.

It is Hernandez’s right forearm
that has piqued the interest of in-
vestigators, although they will not
specify which design they have
focused on.

Hernandez is accused of fatally
shooting two men — Daniel de
Abreu and Safiro Furtado
— and wounding

a_third in
Boston in

July 2012.
He also is
charged in
last year’s
killing of
Odin Lloyd,

HUEE

Convicted

Los ANcELES COUNTY SHERIFF's DEPARTMENT/AP

ia was

1 to 65 years in prison in 2011 after a homicide

y Garci
investigator discovered he had the scene of an unsolved 2004 murder inked on his chest.

whose body was found near Her-
nandez’s home. He also is being
sued by an associate who says
Hernandez shot him in the eye in
Miami last year.

Photos of Hernandez show he
has had five stars and other tattoos
added to his right forearm over
the past few years. While many
star tattoos have nothing to do
with crime, they can sometimes
be used to represent killings, said

Aaron Hernandez, a former NFL star with

the New England Patriots before
being charged with the killing of
a man whose body was found
near Hernandez’s home, has
tattoos on his right forearm
that have drawn interest
from investigators.

AP

Kevin Waters, a criminal justice
professor at Northern Michigan
University and former agent with
the federal Drug Enforcement
Administration.

“I would say the cops probably
see the stars and know in some
circles that a star does represent
a kill and want a tattoo artist to
come in and see if he (Hernan-
dez) said anything about that,”
Waters said.

Every once in a while, crimi-
nal investigators hit the jackpot.
That was the case with Southern
California gang member Antho-
ny Garcia, who was convicted of
murder and sentenced to 65 years
in prison in 2011 after a homicide
investigator discovered that Gar-
cia had the scene of an unsolved
2004 murder inked on his chest.

In April, an Indiana judge or-

dered William Clyde Gibson to
grow out his hair to cover a new
tattoo — “Death Row X 3” — be-
fore the twice-convicted mur-
derer went on trial for allegedly
killing a third person. That same
month in Kansas, Jeffrey Chap-
man was given permission to
wear a turtleneck to cover a tat-
too of the word “murder” spelled
backward on his neck, amid con-
cerns it would prejudice the jury
at his upcoming murder trial.

In Hernandez’s case, officials
said they have received several
responses to their plea for in-
formation for tattoo artists who
worked on him, but they wouldn’t
elaborate. Boston police and the
Suffolk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said the artists would
be considered witnesses and are
not accused of any wrongdoing.

TATTOOS THAT
COULD SIGNAL
WEARERS’ CRIMES

Criminal justice experts say
there are many tattoos that
could signify the wearers
committed murders and
other crimes. Here are some
examples:

TEARDROPS

Have several possible
meanings, including the number
of people the wearer killed or
the number of stints in prison
they served. A clear teardrop
can mean the wearer wants
revenge for the killing of a loved
one.

STARS

They can be innocent designs.
On some prison gang members,
however, they can represent the
number of people the wearer
killed. The number of points

on a star can correspond with
the number of years served in
prison.

SPIDER WEBS,
CLOCKS WITH NO HANDS

Can mean the wearer served
time in prison.

THREE DOTS

Often inked near an eye or on
a hand, it can refer to the “vida
loca,” or crazy life, of a criminal.

PENAL CODE NUMBERS

Some criminals get tattoos of
the penal code numbers for the
crimes they committed.

CATS

Can refer to thieves, especially
among Russian criminal groups.

MASKS AND CLOWN FACES

These tattoos can represent a
criminal’s “play now, pay later”
lifestyle.

SOURCES: Clairissa Breen, crimi-
nal justice professor, Cazenovia
College; Kevin Waters, criminal
justice professor, Northern
Michigan University; Michael
Phelan and Scott Hunt,
University of Kentucky, 1998
article, “Prison Gang Members’
Tattoos as Identity Work: The
Visual Communication of Moral
Careers.”
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UN says 10.8M Syrians
need humanitarian aid

By EpitH M. LEDERER
The Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — The
humanitarian situation in Syria
is worsening and the number of
people needing urgent help has
reached 10.8 million — almost
half of Syria’s population of 22
million, U.N. Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon said Friday.

Ban’s monthly reporttothe U.N.
Security Council said the current
estimate of 3.5 million people
living in areas that are difficult
or impossible for humanitarian
workers ~ to
reach is also
likely to have
increased to
4.7 million

a  country
gripped by
severe levels
of violence,
including the intensified use of
barrel bombs by government
forces against civilian areas and
suicide attacks, reported execu-
tions and other acts of terrorism
by extremist groups.

As a result, Ban said, the num-
ber of people in need has in-
creased by 17 percent — from 9.3
million to 10.8 million.

Ban said the rules that govern
the conduct of war “are being fla-
grantly violated every day.”

“Efforts to expand humanitar-
ian assistance to those most in
need have been met with contin-
ued delays and obstruction,” he
said.

Currently, all U.N. aid must go
through Damascus — a practice
which UN. humanitarian chief
Valerie Amos has repeatedly
criticized.

New procedures sealing gov-
ernment trucks delivering aid
which were introduced in April
resulted in fewer people being

reached with aid in May, he said,
and additional clearance require-
ments introduced by the govern-
ment have further undermined
access to people in desperate
need of aid.

By June 9, only 12 percent of
the 4.25 million people the U.N.
World Food Program planned
to provide with food had been
reached compared to 26 percent
at the same time in April, Ban
said.

The secretary-general decried
the government’s obstruction
of the delivery of medicine and
medical supplies, saying “it is in-
humane and unlawful” that these
potentially life-saving items con-
tinue to be removed from World
Health Organization convoys
entering  opposition-controlled
areas.

As a result, he said, opposition-
controlled areas received only 25
percent of the quantities distrib-
uted in the first three months of

“Tens of thousands of civilians
are being arbitrarily denied ur-
gent and lifesaving medical care”
which Ban called “a deliberate
tactic of war aimed at denying
help and support to those most in
need.”

Ban said Physicians for Human
Rights reported that 29 medical
personnel were killed in May,
“the highest number in a month
since the start of the conflict.”
He said 27 were killed by govern-
ment forces and two by opposition
groups, bringing the total record-
ed deaths of medical personnel in
the war to 502.

The secretary-general said the
U.N. is unable to provide an as-
sessment of the presence and ac-
tivities of foreign fighters in Syria.
But he said the recent advance of
al-Qaida-inspired Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant is expected to
have an impact on Syria’s eastern
regions “and may strengthen the
presence of extremist groups in
(ISIL)-controlled areas of Syria.”

Report: S. Korea soldier
kills 5 comrades at border

The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — A
South Korean soldier was at large
late Saturday night after Kkill-
ing five comrades and wound-
ing another five at the border
with North Korea, South Korean
media reported.

South Korea’s Yonhap news
agency reported that a South
Korean army private fled with a
weapon after opening fire on his
comrades earlier Saturday night
at an outpost in Gangwon prov-
ince, east of Seoul. South Korean
military officials didn’t immedi-
ately return calls seeking more
details.

Thousands of soldiers from
the rival Koreas square off along
the world’s most heavily armed
border.

There was no indication that
North Korea was involved. But

tensions have been high recently,
with North Korea staging a series
of missile and artillery drills and
threatening South Korea’s leader.

Shootings happen occasionally
at the border.

In 2011, a 19-year-old marine
corporal went on a shooting ram-
page at a Gwanghwa Island base,
just south of the tense maritime
border with North Korea. Mili-
tary investigators later said that
corporal was angry about being
shunned and slighted and showed
signs of mental illness before the
shooting.

In 2005, a soldier tossed a
hand grenade and opened fire at
a front-line army unit in a ram-
page that killed eight colleagues
and injured several others. Pfc.
Kim Dong-min told investigators
he was enraged at superiors who
verbally abused him.

Republic in Donetsk, eastern Ukraine, on Saturday, a day afte

ordered his forces to cease fire.

DmiTRY Loversky/AP

A pro-Russian fighter holds a flower after taking a military oaih to the self -proclaimed Donetsk People’s
Petro

Separatist leaders dismiss
Ukraine-ordered cease-fire

By MARKO DROBNJAKOVIC
AND Davip McHuGH
The Associated Press

DONETSK, Ukraine — Pro-
Russian separatists in Ukraine’s
embattled east have dismissed a
unilateral cease-fire ordered by
President Petro Poroshenko as
fake, while nine Ukrainian ser-
vicemembers were wounded in
clashes just before and after the
cease-fire began.

Otherwise, no large-scale fight-
ing had been reported Saturday,
the first full day of what is to be a
6Y>-day stand-down by the Ukrai-
nian military.

Poroshenko ordered the cease-
fire starting at 10 p.m. Friday
as a first step in a peace plan he
hopes will end a conflict that has
left hundreds of people dead and
weighed heavily on the country’s
economy.

The plan includes an amnesty
for fighters who lay down their
arms, and a chance for them to
leave the country. That is to be
followed by local and parliamen-
tary elections and a jobs pro-
gram. The Kremlin — which had
consistently demanded that Kiev
be the first to cease fire — dis-
missed the plan, saying it sound-
ed like an ultimatum and lacked
any firm offer to open talks with
insurgents.

Separatist leaders have reject-
ed the cease-fire and said they
will not disarm. In Donetsk, a
group of armed men gathered in
the central square to take a mili-
tary oath to the self-proclaimed
Donetsk People’s Republic.

Pavel Gubarev, who describes
himself as the governor of the

US hits rebel leaders
with sanctions

WASHINGTON — The
Obama administration im-
posed sanctions Friday on
several pro-Russian separatist
leaders in Ukraine, including
self-proclaimed rebel mayors,
governors and commanders in
chief of cities under siege, for
refusing to cede to the central
government in Kiev.

The sanctions came as U.S.
officials renewed accusations
that Russiais providing the sep-
aratists with tanks and heavy

weaponry and as Ukraine’s
president announced a unilat-
eral ceasefire that Washington
urged Moscow to support.

The sanctions imposed on
Friday freeze any assets that
the seven separatists have in the
United States, and prohibit any
American firms or businesses
from dealing with them. It is a
relatively limited slap against
the separatists themselves but
showed that the U.S. is ready to
move forward with more if ten-
sions ratchet back up.

From The Associated Press

Donetsk  People’s  Republic,
claimed there was no cease-fire
near Slovyansk, scene of seri-
ous clashes over the past several
months.

“There is no cease-fire over
there,” Gubarev said. “There is
shooting all the time, and this
cease-fire that Poroshenko is talk-
ing about is just fake. The Ukrai-
nian forces are either not under
his control, or he is just a liar.”

Speaking to Russian reporters
in Saudi Arabia, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrovlambasted
Poroshenko’s peace plan as “lack-
ing the most important thing: an
offer to start a dialogue.”

Poroshenko has always ruled
out negotiations with those “who
have blood on their hands.”

Lavrov also said that Moscow
is concerned about what it de-
scribed as a “build-up of military
activity” in Ukraine, RIA Novosti
reported.

The Ukrainian Border Guard

Service reported overnight attacks
on two border posts in the Donetsk
region, which left three troops in-
jured, hours after the cease-fire
was announced. One of the posts,
Vyselky, was attacked with mor-
tar and sniper fire for half an hour,
the border guards said.

An attack on another border
post, Izvaryne, immediately be-
fore the cease-fire left six men
injured, the Border Guard Service
said.

In Russia, President Vladimir
Putin on Saturday ordered mili-
tary forces in central Russia on
combat alert as well as an ex-
ercise for airborne troops. The
combat alert in the central mili-
tary district, which encompasses
the Volga region and the Ural
mountains but not western Rus-
sia, will last until next Saturday
and will involve 65,000 troops,
Russian Defense Minister Sergei
Shoigu said.
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OPINION

Suit could stop Obama’s lawlessness

By GEorGE F. WiLL

WASHINGTON

hat  philosopher  Harvey

Mansfield calls “taming the

prince” — making executive

power compatible with de-

mocracy’s abhorrence of arbitrary power

— has been a perennial problem of modern

politics. It is now more urgent in America

than at any time since the Founders, having

rebelled against George III's unfettered

exercise of “royal prerogative,” stipulated

that presidents “shall take care that the
laws be faithfully executed.”

Serious as are the policy disagreements
roiling Washington, none is as important
as the structural distortion threatening
constitutional equilibrium. Institutional
derangement driven by unchecked presi-
dential aggrandizement did not begin with
Barack Obama, but his offenses against the
separation of powers have been egregious
in quantity, and qualitatively different.

Regarding immigration, health care,
welfare, education, drug policy and more,
Obama has suspended, waived and rewrit-
ten laws, including the Affordable Care
Act. It required the employer mandate to
begin this year. But Obama wrote a new
law, giving to certain-sized companies a
delay until 2016, and stipulating that other
employers must certify they will not drop
employees to avoid the mandate. Doing so
would trigger criminal perjury charges;
so, he created a new crime, that of adopt-
ing a business practice he opposes.

Presidents must exercise some discre-
tion in interpreting laws, must have some
latitude in allocating finite resources to
the enforcement of laws, and must have
some freedom to act in the absence of
law. Obama, however, has perpetrated
more than 40 suspensions of laws. Were
presidents the sole judges of the limits of

their latitude, they would effectively have
plenary power to vitiate the separation of
powers, the Founders’ bulwark against
despotism.

Congress cannot reverse egregious exec-
utive aggressions such as Obama’s without
robust judicial assistance. It is, however,
difficult to satisfy the criteria that the Con-
stitution and case law require for Congress
to establish “standing” to seek judicial re-
dress for executive usurpations injurious
to the legislative institution.

Courts, understandably fearful of being
inundated by lawsuits from small factions
of disgruntled legislators, have been wary
of granting legislative standing. However,
David Rivkin, a Washington lawyer, and
Elizabeth Price Foley of Florida Interna-
tional University have studied the case law
and believe standing can be obtained con-
ditional on four things:

That a majority of one congressional
chamber explicitly authorize a lawsuit.
That the lawsuit concern the president’s
“benevolent” suspension of an unambigu-
ous provision of law that, by pleasing a pri-
vate faction, precludes the appearance of a
private plaintiff. That Congress cannot ad-
minister political self-help by remedying
the presidential action by simply repeal-
ing the law. And that the injury amounts to
nullification of Congress’ power.

Hence the significance of a House law-
suit, advocated by Rivkin and Foley, that
would unify fractious Republicans while
dramatizing Obama’s lawlessness. The
House would bring a civil suit seeking a
judicial declaration that Obama has vio-
lated the separation of powers by effec-
tively nullifying a specific provision of a
law, thereby diminishing Congress’ power.
Authorization of this lawsuit by the House
would give Congress “standing” to sue.

Congress’ authorization, which would
affirm an institutional injury rather than

some legislators’ personal grievances,
satisfies the first criterion. Obama’s ac-
tions have fulfilled the rest by nullifying
laws and thereby rendering the Consti-
tution’s enumeration of Congress’ power
meaningless.

The House has passed South Carolina
Republican Rep. Trey Gowdy’s bill that
would guarantee expedited consideration
by federal courts of House resolutions
initiating lawsuits to force presidents to
“faithfully execute” laws. But as a bill, it
is impotent unless and until Republicans
control the Senate and a Republican holds
the president’s signing pen.

Some say the judicial branch should not
intervene because if Americans are so su-
pine that they tolerate representatives who
tolerate such executive excesses, they de-
serve to forfeit constitutional government.
This abstract doctrine may appeal to mor-
alists lacking responsibilities. For the ju-
diciary, it would be dereliction of the duty
to protect the government’s constitutional
structure. It would be perverse for courts
to adhere to a doctrine of congressional
standing so strict that it precludes judicial
defense of the separation of powers.

Advocates of extreme judicial quietism to
punish the supine people leave the people’s
representatives no recourse short of the
extreme and disproportionate “self help”
of impeachment. Surely courts should not
encourage this. The cumbersome and divi-
sive blunderbuss process of impeachment
should be a rare recourse. Furthermore, it
would punish a president for anti-constitu-
tional behavior, but would not correct the
injury done to the rule of law.

Surely the Republican House majority
would authorize a lawsuit. And doing so
would establish Speaker John Boehner as
the Legislature’s vindicator.

George F. Will is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.

Benghazi ringleader unmasked 2 years ago

By MARTIN SCHRAM
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

t appears the crucial lost intelligence

about what really happened in the

tragic Benghazi attacks of Sept. 11,

2012, really has been hiding in plain
sight all along — just like the attack’s
suspected ringleader, who was finally
snatched a week ago in a bloodless U.S.
special operations military and FBI raid
inside Libya

Ever since the attack thatkilled U.S. Am-
bassador Chris Stevens and three others,
locating, contacting and even interviewing
the militant Islamic leader Ahmed Abu
Khattala never seemed much of a problem.
At least not for U.S. journalists. The local
Benghazi contractor and Ansar al-Shariah
militia leader usually showed up as prom-
ised, wearing his trademark blue overalls,
for interviews with a number of Western
television and print correspondents in the
almost two years since President Barack
Obama famously vowed an all-out effort to
identify and apprehend the leaders of the
attacks on the U.S. Consulate and nearby
CIA compound.

So the puzzlement about why the best
and brightest of America’s military and
intelligence couldn’t do the same will be
one of many that will be probed by a new
Republican-inspired congressional inqui-
ry into why the attackers attacked on that
tragic night in Benghazi.

It was just weeks before America’s 2012
presidential election. And it has become
one of Washington’s longest-running mys-
teries (real or feigned), as Republicans ac-
cuse Obama’s team of trying to cover up
the true terrorist nature of the attacks so

it wouldn’t tarnish the counterterror creds
of the commander in chief who got Osama
bin Laden.

But it now seems clear that it never
should have been a mystery at all. For the
key evidence about what really motivated
the attackers was there all the time, hid-
den in plain, inside The New York Times,
on Oct. 16, 2012. The article points out that
the identity of the attackers and what mo-
tivated them was knowable on the day of
the attack.

The New York Times article, by David
D. Kirkpatrick, was played not as Page
One news but was given a feature-esque
label, “Memo from the Middle East,” and
displayed on Page A6. Yet it revealed info
gathered by an operative who was at the
scene and actually talked to the attackers
as they were attacking the consulate.

The operative was not a secret spy, but a
New York Times journalist who simply in-
terviewed and reported what others were
saying. The attackers, the article reported,
were members of Ansar al-Shariah.

“It was the Ansar al-Shariah people,”
said Mohamed Bishari, a 20-year-old
neighbor who watched the assault and de-
scribed the brigade he saw leading the at-
tack. “There was no protest or anything of
that sort.”

The Times report added: “Most of the at-
tackers made no effort to hide their faces
or identities, and during the assault some
acknowledged to a Libyan journalist work-
ing for The New York Times that they be-
longed to the group. And their attack drew
a crowd, some of whom cheered them on,
some of whom just gawked, and some of
whom later looted the compound.’

But here it can get confusing if readers

fail to use common sense. For The Times
reported that the militia fighters who had
come armed to attack were indeed angered
by a video that mocked Islam, was made in
the U.S. and was airing via the Internet.

“The fighters said at the time that they
were moved to act because of the video,
which had first gained attention across the
region after a protest in Egypt that day.”

But common sense makes clear this
wasn’t just a mere protest that “began
spontaneously in Benghazi as a reaction to

.. this hateful video,” as U.N. Ambassador
Susan Rice claimed on CBS News’ “Face
the Nation” the Sunday after the attack.
Her talking points were wrong, apparently
deliberately understating reality at this po-
litically inconvenient campaign moment.
Those were organized terrorists who came
armed to attack. Their leaders used the re-
gional anger fomented by that anti-Muslim
video to gin up motivation for the attack.

Shame on the Obama White House for
not having the confidence in America’s
voters to think we could hear the truth
— then and even now — and still respect
(see also: re-elect) the president who lev-
eled with us.

And shame on the Republicans for po-
liticizing the Benghazi tragedy ever since
by distorting realities and exaggerating
errors. They used Team Obama’s mistakes
the way real evil-doers used a sick video
half a world away — as a tool for manipu-
lating and enflaming their true believers.
They have made Benghazi just another
weapon in their ongoing politics of hate, in
the hopes that you’'d fall for it.

Martin Schram, an op-ed columnist for
McClatchy-Tribune, is a veteran Washington jour-
nalist, author and TV documentary executive.
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Tea party hangs on to seat at kids’ table

messanre e BI04 41

BY MARGARET CARLSON
Bloomberg News

he tea party, joined by right-wing

populists who just don’t want to

take it anymore, took out House

Majority Leader Eric Cantor this
month, and they didn’t even get a lousy T-
shirt for their trouble.

Before you could say “Beltway,” the
third-ranking House Republican, Rep.
Kevin McCarthy, of California, who sup-
ports giving legal status to undocumented
immigrants and is a generally bluer ver-
sion of the pro-business Cantor, was lined
up to take over the No. 2 House leadership
post.

Late in the game, an Idaho conservative,
Rep. Raul Labrador, began a halfhearted
bid. But while McCarthy was speed-dial-
ing members on their cellphones, Labra-
dor was going through the switchboard at
individual offices.

MecCarthy defeated Labrador on Thurs-
day in a secret ballot.

Despite its big win, what the tea party
wing in Congress has is what it’s always
had: the ability to say no, to wreak havoc
and to generally make House Speaker
John Boehner’s life miserable. But it hasn’t
amassed the power to set the agenda. Insid-
ers, while hampered, are still in control.

So does it matter how many primaries
the tea party wins? Or does the estab-
lishment always come out on top? Before
Cantor’s upset, the narrative was that the
tea party had been put back in its box and
incumbents would carry the day. Now, the
few contests remaining — Mississippi,
Kansas and a few table-turning House
races in Michigan where the i

proof that you can over-gerrymander a
district from being safely conservative to
out-of-control conservative. The establish-
ment likes pointing out that the tea party
as an organization didn’t put its muscle be-
hind Cantor’s challenger, economics pro-
fessor David Brat; it’s just claiming credit
after the fact.

But Cantor was ousted by the tea party
sentiment — that amorphous collection of
grass-roots activists and populists, who
are anti-many things, including big gov-
ernment, big business, immigrants, gays,
big bankers and their bailout.

They vote Republican and vow to throw
out the bums, but their definition of who’s a
bum has broadened. Right-wing voters are
wising up. Sure, gays can’t get married,
right-minded Americans can carry a gun
to church if they want and there’s no am-
nesty for undocumented immigrants, but
corporations are getting their way while
mortgages are underwater. Maybe all the
bums are vulnerable now for no better rea-
son than their habit of dropping the little
guy for the big guy in a heartbeat. That’s a
big change.

That means Karl Rove and the Cham-
ber of Commerce took their bow too soon.
Incumbents withstood challenges in Ken-
tucky (Senate Minority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell), North Carolina (state legislator
Thom Tillis beat a conservative in the Sen-
ate primary), and the two most right-wing
candidates in Georgia didn’t make it to the
runoff for governor. But tea party candi-
dates prevailed in Texas and Mississippi,
and an obscure economics professor’s win
in Virginia set off a storm. Suddenly, the
story isn’t the taming of the tea party, but

ment is challenging tea party incumbents
— have become battles for control of the
Republican Party’s soul, or at least a few of
its vital organs.

The establishment insists Cantor’s defeat
doesn’t mean the tea party is back. True
enough, every loss has a list of personal-
ity-driven explanations: Cantor neglected
his district, became too Washington-cen-
tric, went conference-hopping to Davos
and Aspen, and a smirk was never far from
curling his lip.

The onetime Republican star may be

putting the est on its heels.

The earlier narrative wasn’t right any-
way. Republicans hadn’t overcome their
“tea party problem.” The party had woken
up to its primary problem. Forewarned by
earlier losses, party leaders weren’t bush-
whacked by stealth tea party candidates
who won low-turnout primaries and then
couldn’t win the general.

Instead, the establishment thought it
had found candidates who were hard-line
enough to co-opt the tea party, lavished
money and consultants on them, and voila
— no more wacko birds a la Sharron Angle

i g

in Nevada, who blew the chance to defeat
an unpopular Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid in 2010. It looked like the ultra-
right wing had been absorbed into the Re-
publican bloodstream.

Not so fast. In the marquee races remain-
ing, the chumps are showing they don’t
want to be co-opted. In Kansas, incumbent
Sen. Pat Roberts, who doesn’t seem to live
in Kansas anymore, is up against a doc-
tor who posts gruesome photos of gunshot
victims on the Internet and has shot up 20
points in the polls.

There’s nothing wrong with Thad Co-
chran, of Mississippi, on social issues.
‘What is wrong is that the six-term senator
epitomizes the old way of bringing home
the bacon by greasing a lot of palms that
don’t belong to the little guy.

Cochran’s tea party opponent, Chris
McDaniel, is a flawed candidate. His sup-
porters broke into a nursing home to take
a photo of Cochran’s ailing wife to give
currency to the rumor that Cochran has a

ERIC
CANTOR

MATORITEA |
LEADER

companion. McDaniel is also sympathetic
to the neoconfederacy crowd and would re-
turn federal funds to the Treasury.

So be it: The tea party is willing to take
the hit to end a way of doing business it
thinks hurts the country. In any case, Mis-
sissippi voters are unlikely to elect a Demo-
crat, no matter how imperfect the tea party
candidate is. But life will go on in Washing-
ton. Republicans will co-opt their renegade
faction, so long as they don’t have to have
them in the room when the door closes.
The big hole left by Cochran in the leader-
ship will be filled not by a tea partyer but
by another establishment Republican.

Former Republican National Committee
Chairman Michael Steele said last week
that the party should have been more hum-
bled by Cantor’s defeat and that it showed
hubris in elevating McCarthy. ...

A few more victories and the tea party
will have to get a seat at the table or break
the table in two.

Margaret Carlson is a Bloomberg View columnist.

Central American kids follow familiar path to US

By HArROLD MEYERSON

he recent cascade of Central
American children crossing the
Rio Grande and surrendering as
fast as they can to U.S. Border
Patrol officers — in full knowledge that
they won’t immediately be sent back — has
confounded our already stunted national
debate on immigration. Republicans blame
the onset of border-crossers on what they
say is the Obama administration’s leniency
toward immigrants — even though the ad-
ministration has set a record for deporta-
tions. The president would like to enable
undocumented immigrants who’ve been
here for a while to gain legal status and,
eventually, become citizens. The flood of
Central American refugees has compli-
cated the politics of legalization, however,
particularly since Republicans say the
mere prospect of letting immigrants re-
main only encourages others to come.
Both sides in this debate report that the
organizations that smuggle people across
Mexico and into Texas are telling Central
Americans that the U.S. won't send back
unescorted children. That’s not true — at
least, not invariably. When undocumented
minors show up, the government usually

places them with relatives already here,
but they’re still subject to deportation un-
less they can demonstrate that their lives
will be endangered if they return.

Two things are missing from this discus-
sion, however. The first is the conditions in
the nations these children are fleeing. The
second is how fundamentally American
these children’s stories are.

No mystery need enshroud the reasons
why the children are coming. Central
America’s nations are among the most vio-
lent in the world. In April, the U.N. Office
on Drugs and Crime reported that in 2012
Honduras had the highest murder rate of
any nation — indeed, its murder rate was
nearly twice that of any other country. E1

lvador had the fourth-highest icil
rate and Guatemala the fifth. Across the
region, gang violence has turned once-
peaceful neighborhoods into shooting
galleries. Small wonder that parents are
scraping up the resources to get their chil-
dren out of harm’s way — even if the jour-
ney through Mexico is itself the epitome of
harm’s way.

In “The Beast,” a remarkable book first
published in Spanish in 2010 and translated
into English only last year, journalist Oscar
Martinez chronicled the treacherous odys-

seys that Central Americans undertake as
they cross Mexico. The immigrants whose
journeys he relates are routinely swindled
and misled by guides. They are taken
hostage en route until they can come up
with ransoms. Four out of five women are
sexually abused. The “beasts” of the title
are the trains on which the travelers ride
— not in boxcars, as American hobos did in
earlier times, but on the roofs, from which
the weak or weary periodically slip to their
deaths or dismemberments.

And still, they make the journey, not be-
cause they’re oblivious to the dangers of
going but because they’re all too conscious
of the dangers of staying behind. In paying
smugglers to bring their children north,
U.S.-based parents doubtless hope they’ve
ensured a safer passage than those Mar-
tinez documents. Even if they have, the
children surely endure what must be dan-
gerous and arduous journeys.

And in so doing, they re-enact the most
American of stories. Throughout our his-
tory, people have come here not only be-
cause the U.S. offers greater opportunity
than they could experience in their home-
land. They have also come here for the
simple reason that they could not survive
if they stayed at home. The Pilgrims came

escaping persecution, at a time when those
labeled heretics were routinely tortured;
the Irish came rather than starve during
the great famine of the 1840s; the Ger-
mans arrived after the revolutions of 1848
failed and the Prussian and other autoc-
racies began to round them up; the Jews
came after the czar decreed open season
on them in 1881. People came to America,
often as not, because they were fleeing for
their lives.

Throughout much of our history, we wel-
comed them. Our openness defined us; we
were a refuge among nations. Throughout
some of our history, however, we did not.
At the insistence of a largely anti-Semitic
State Department, Jews attempting to flee
the Nazis were sent back.

And now come the children of Central
America — encouraged by the smugglers’
misrepresentations, to be sure, but also in
a flight for their lives every bit as genuine
as those that brought the Pilgrims and the
Irish and the Germans and the Jews to our
shores. Sending them back poses a threat
not just to them but, even more fundamen-
tally, to our nation’s raison d’etre.

Harold Meyerson is editor-at-large of The
American Prospect. This column first appeared in
The Washington Post.
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Unrest
in China
leads to
13 deaths

The Associated Press

BEIJING — Police in China’s
restive western region shot dead
13 assailants who rammed a
truck into a police office building
and set off explosives in an at-
tack Saturday that also wounded
three officers, state media said.

The Tianshan website said in
a one-line report that no civil-
ians were hurt in the attack in
Kashgar prefecture in Xinjiang’s
southwest. Officials in the region
contacted by phone either said
they were unclear about the situ-
ation or refused to comment.

Dilxat Raxit, spokesman for
the German-based group World
Uyghur Congress, said he called
several residents in the Yech-
eng area who described hearing

rapid gun-

' fire, likel:
The armed fom policey,
police before an

- explosion
are uSI!lg rang  out.
excessive He said that
force to authori-

o ties quickly
deal with placed the
the unrest  county
in the under mar-

. tial law
region. Why angd started
did they rounding )

up  people
need to in a nearby
shoot them market.
dead on the _ ‘“Itsunde-
sp ot?”? {Al:able theg
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Dilxat Raxit police are

World Uyghur using exces-

Congress sive  force

to deal with
the unrest

in the region. Why did they need
to shoot them dead on the spot?”
Raxit said. “If they just injured
them they would still have a
chance to be put through the
legal process.”

It was the latest in a series of
attacks pointing to growing un-
rest in the sprawling region of
Xinjiang, where the native Mus-
lim Uighur people want more
autonomy from Beijing. Last
month, a market bombing killed
43 people in Xinjiang’s capital,
Urumgi.

Chinese  authorities  have
blamed the attacks on extremists
bent on overthrowing Beijing’s
rule. The government says the
assailants have ties to Islamic
terrorist groups abroad, but pro-
vides little direct evidence.

The government has sought
to stem the attacks by hand-
ing down heavy punishments to
people authorities say organized,
led and participated in terrorist
groups, committed arson, mur-
der, burglary or illegally manu-
factured explosives. Earlier this
month, China executed 13 people
in Xinjiang for such crimes.

PHoTos BY Sanc Tan/AP

The sun rises as thousands of revelers gathered at the ancient stone circle Stonehenge, near Salisbury,
England, to celebrate the summer solstice, the longest day of the year, on Saturday.

Seizing
solstice

New Agers, neo-pagans welcome longest
day of the year at England’s Stonehenge

The Associated Press

LONDON — Self-styled Druids, New
Agers and thousands of revelers gath-
ered to watch the sun rise above the an-
cient stone circle at Stonehenge to mark
the summer solstice — the longest day of
the year in the northern hemisphere.

English Heritage, which manages the
monument, says some 36,000 sun-watch-
ers gathered on the Salisbury Plain about
80 miles southwest of London on Satur-
day. Police say the event was peaceful
with only 25 arrests, mainly for drug
offenses.

Couples kissed, dancers circled with
hoops and revelers took part in a mass
yoga practice as part of the free-form
celebrations.

A sun-watcher dances with a hoop in celebration of the summer solstice.

Egypt hands
down death
sentences
for over 180

By Mampoun THABIT
The Associated Press

MINYA, Egypt — The Muslim
Brotherhood’s spiritual leader and
over 180 others were sentenced to
death Saturday by an Egyptian
court in the latest mass trial fol-
lowing last year’s overthrow of the
country’s Islamist president.

The ruling by the southern
Minya Criminal Court is the larg-
est confirmed mass death sen-
tence to be handed down in Egypt
in recent memory and comes from
Judge Said Youssef, who earlier
presided over the mass trial. It is
the second death sentence for the
Brotherhood’s Supreme Guide
Mohammed Badie since the crack-
down against his group began.

The court acquitted more than
400 others in the case and family
members of the accused wailed or
cheered the verdicts.

The case stems from an attack
on a police station in the town of
el-Adwa near the southern city
of Minya on Aug. 14 which killed
one police officer and one civil-
ian. Similar revenge attacks swept
across Egypt following a security
force crackdown on Cairo sit-ins
supporting toppled President Mo-
hammed Morsi that killed hun-
dreds. The charges in the case
ranged from murder, joining a
terrorist organization, sabotage,
possession of weapons and terror-
izing civilians.

Initially, Youssef sentenced
some 683 people to death over
the attack, then sent the case to
Egypt’s Grand Mufti, the country’s
top spiritual leader. The Mufti of-
fered his opinion, then sent the
case back to Youssef to confirm
his sentence.

Lawyers for the accused said
they planned to appeal. Of the ini-
tial 683, all but 110 were tried in
absentia, a defense lawyer said,
meaning they will receive new tri-
als once apprehended as guaran-
teed by Egyptian law.

The mass trials have drawn
worldwide rebuke. However, the
trials have continued with many
Egyptians appearing to approve
of the heavy-handed measures as
a way to end the turmoil roiling
their country since its 2011 revolt
against autocrat Hosni Mubarak.

Muslim Brotherhood leader
Mohammed Badie, shown in
May, was sentenced to death
Saturday along with over 180
other members of the group.
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Transforming the face of makeu

Kan. woman brings jaw-dropping dimensions to face painting

By DUGAN ARNETT
The Kansas City (Kan.) Star

ike many 23-year-old

women, Elsa Rhae Pageler

of Overland Park, Kan., oc-

casionally stations herself in
front of a mirror and fiddles with her
makeup.

Unlike those others, she often
emerges from the process looking
like some kind of monster — which,
as it happens, is exactly what she’s
going for.

Armed with little more than some
face paint, a 120-color palette of eye
shadow and a handful of makeup
brushes, Pageler captures the atten-
tion of geeks and gamers across the
country as she transforms her face
into vivid renditions of television,
movie and video game characters.

Her Facebook page boasts a large
collection of her handiwork. There
she is as a White Walker, straight
from the Sunday-night HBO world of
“Game of Thrones.” There she is as
Baraka from “Mortal Kombat” and
as Captain Planet, in honor of Earth
Day. There she is, too, as a grimacing
Grinch.

“I couldn’t do any of this stuff a
year ago,” Pageler says on a recent
afternoon at her one-bedroom Over-
land Park apartment, which also
houses a new puppy, a 3-foot lizard
and a nocturnal gecko. “It’s just been
growing as I practice.”

Pageler, a freelance video edi-
tor and producer and makeup art-
ist, makes it clear she didn’t set
out to make a name for herself as a
face painter — though it eventually
worked out that way.

She needed an elective to
graduate from the University
of Kansas with a film and
media studies major, and
a theater makeup class
seemed easy enough.

In the end, the class
proved rather dull
for her tastes —

“just learning how
to shade and high-
light and stuff, and
I already knew that
from doing my own
makeup” — but it
did spark an inter-
est in face painting.

When Pageler
started toying with
the art in her free
time, it was mostly for
friends and family. She
would watch tutorials on
YouTube, essentially teach-
ing herself the intricate work.

But a few weeks ago a friend
asked if he could post a link to her
work online and within hours her painted
face was showing up in all corners of the
Web.

Huffington Post wrote about her abil-
ity to transform her face into the spitting
images of various characters. Pageler
caught fire on Reddit. Ashton Kutcher
linked to her website, which was particu-
larly cool.

Since then, there has been a burst of
attention. Her Facebook page, Elsa Rhae

ations,
has received
more than 22,000 “likes.” Fans of her
work have sent suggestions for charac-
ters she should try. A contact lens com-
pany has offered free, unusually colored
contact lenses, she said, so she’ll include
them in her photos and videos.
“Which is nice,” Pageler said, “because
T've never been able to afford contacts.”
The attraction of people to the work is

Makeup artist Elsa Rhae, of Overland Park, Kan., has become known
nationwide for her elaborate face and body painting.

PHotos By JiLL Tovoskisa, The Kansas City (Kan.) Star/MCT

obvious, says Paul Crabtree,
the friend who originally posted
her work on the website Imgur.

“A big part of it is her immense

ability,” Crabtree says. “She draws

off herself; she doesn’t use a model.

I can barely draw a stick figure on a

piece of paper, let alone my own face.”

As her talents have become more re-

fined, so too have her ambitions. She

keeps a mental list of characters she’d

like to try, and when inspiration hits, she

goes upstairs. There a desk holds a laptop

computer and a makeup mirror, among
other things, and she goes to work.

Videos on her YouTube page show ver-

sions of the process in fast forward, but

in reality it can take between 30 minutes

and 3% hours. The more elaborate the

project, the more time it takes Pageler to

complete.
Her boyfriend, Barron Link, says that

the attention Pageler’s work gets is “not
very surprising. Because anything that
she touches that’s even mildly artistic,
she just kills.”

At the moment, she’s putting the finish-
ing touches on a project.

She spreads some blue across her face,
changes brushes, touches up small details
around the cheeks, the nose, the forehead.
And soon enough she’s a spitting image of
Jennifer Lawrence’s Mystique from the
“X-Men” movie series (photo at left).

As for the future, she’s not sure what
will become of her face painting. While
the idea of doing makeup for TV or mov-
ies sounds appealing, she also enjoys the
freedom she has to produce work that no
one has done.

“T’ll just continue doing it,” she says as
she works, “as long as people continue
liking it.”
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n a balmy spring evening a few weeks ago, Kyle Redd stood
at the corner of Crockett and Currie streets, singing and
playing his acoustic guitar. Street musicians are a regular
feature of that tony neighborhood and are often ignored.
Redd was, too, for a few minutes.
Then couples at the sidewalk tables of a nearby restaurant
paused over their drinks and appetizers, turning to-
ward the music coming from across the street —
Lyle Lovett covers, Willie Nelson, James Taylor,

Still waiting for a break, singer-songwriter refuses to give up on his gift

By Tim MADIGAN
Fort Worth (Texas) Star-Telegram

Redd originals slipped in. With the accomplished level of his singing
and playing and the quality of his own songs, it was hard to tell.
Pedestrians began to pause, too, sitting to listen to the guy with the
clear tenor, a virtuoso on the guitar. Before long, apartment dwellers
came out onto their balconies, listening and applauding with the rest.
Between songs, members of his growing audience came up to Redd,
complimenting him on his music. Time after time that night, he heard
avariation of the same question, one from an old Billy Joel song, “Man,
what are you doing here?” A guy of his talent playing on a street corner

Kyle Redd drove the same pickup for

15 years until it finally died a few years

ago. He played the same guitar for years

until it splintered. He is 35 years old, with

a wife and a new baby daughter.

Last winter, he called his dad in a Hous-
ton suburb and said he was thinking about
chucking it all, becoming an electrician,
something more responsible, more grown
up, to support his family.

Yet there he was months later, on that
balmy night in Fort Worth, his voice and
guitar echoing off the walls as the sun went
down. His story was a country-western
song, a parable for anyone with talent, the
support of family, a dream and the guts to
pursue it. On that recent night, after two
hours, he packed up his guitar, handed
out a few more cards and disappeared
into the dusk, home to his family until
his next modest gig.

Redd studied theater at South-
west Texas State University in San
Marcos and worked as an actor
for four years after graduating,

performing in New York City
and up and down the East
Coast.

After college, he contin-
ued to play guitar and write
songs, making music with
the stagehands of his the-
ater troupes, taking the oc-
casional coffeehouse gig. It
began to dawn on him that
he had things backward.

“One thing that troubled

me about acting was that I
always had massive stage
fright,” he remembered. “I
discovered that playing music

didn’t bother me. The guitar was
like a barrier. I was very natural
with it onstage. I had a way to com-
municate with people and still enter-
tain, and I could do it with my own words,

Glen Campbell, Jim Croce — with a few Kyle

not someone else’s.”

Burned out from the road, Redd quit
acting and moved home to Houston. He
sold fertilizer during the day and played
at a place called Blanco’s at night. His
singing and songwriting started turn-
ing heads in the local music scene, and
one who noticed was a woman named
Kim Carson, known as the Honky Tonk
Queen of New Orleans. She called one
day, saying she needed a lead guitarist
for a gig in Gulf Shores, Ala.

Redd quit his band and the fertilizer
job on the spot, hopped into Carson’s
van and learned her songs on the drive
east. He backed her on guitar for years
after that, touring the United States
and Europe. One gig was a music fes-
tival near Glen Rose put on by musi-
cian Bodie Powell, who played bass for
Johnny Cash.

During that same festival, Redd

in Fort Worth, with a wife and young child to support, no less?

spotted Powell’s daughter, Chrystal,
working at a merchandise table. The
two of them carried on a long-distance
romance for the next few years as he
continued to tour with Carson.

They married in 2009, and Redd
came off the road. Chrystal taught
sixth grade, and he started playing
local gigs, many of them with his new
father-in-law.

In Fort Worth, he continued to wait
for his break.

He had come close. In 2007, he landed
an interview with an executive at RCA
Records in Nashville.

Three weeks later, Redd got an en-
couraging email from the guy, saying
he enjoyed the meeting. Redd quickly
replied, then didn’t hear another word.

In 2011, Redd released a self-titled
debut album of his own songs. He tin-
kered with his writing style, thinking
that might be the problem.

Soon after, Chrystal got pregnant
with their daughter, Sophie.

One afternoon just after Thanksgiv-
ing, Redd sat down with Chrystal on
the living room sofa. He told her that it
might be time to surrender the dream,
to give up music, to get a real job.

Chrystal wouldn’t hear of it.

“..Youre going to keep playing
music. ... You are not going to put down
your guitar.”

“OK,” he said. “I won’t.”

Asthe new year began, Redd got back
on the telephone, rededicating himself.

“I love doing this, and now I know
the people around me; they don’t see
just some guy playing music, but a guy
‘who wouldn’t be the same person if he
stopped,” Redd said that night before he
took the stage, sitting at a booth in the
restaurant and holding his daughter.

“So how can I give this up, now? What
else is there in life?”
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A replica of the 1909 Wright Military Flyer is displayed at the Museum of the United States Air Force at Wright Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton, Ohio.

Hitting new heights

Impressive Air Force museum to add millions of dollars of flying machines

By Bos Barz Jr.
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

grew up near Dayton, Ohio. But some-
how I never visited what I grew up
taking for granted as “the Air Force
museum.”
I'm not sure how I missed it, since the
place is such a mecca for school field trips.
It’s located on a sprawling air base in the
fields where, in the early 1900s, the Wright
brothers tested their incredible invention,
the airplane.

entering and that showed how they are
grouped by eras. Rather than start with the
Wrights in the “Early Years” exhibit, we
were drawn into the “World War II” gal-
lery, so thick with history that it really felt
alittle like traveling back in time. The air-
planes and the context are illuminated by

videos, soundtracks and related artifacts.
I found myself learning about lesser-
known things, such as “The Hump” that
Allied pilots had to fly over from India to
China. And I found myself moved to see
better-known things,

Ten years ago,
Congress  recog-
nized Dayton as
the National Avia-
tion Heritage Area,
with several sites
in and around a
national historical
ark.

But there’s no
bigger monument
to the Wrights than
what’s officially
called the National
Museum of the

The National

is free.

KNOW & GO

Museum  of
the United States Air Force
(nationalmuseum.af.mil) is lo-
cated on Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base near Dayton, Ohio.
Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. every
day but Thanksgiving, Christ-
mas and New Year’s Day. Entry

such as “The Aircraft
that Ended WWII” — the
“Bockscar” B-29 Super-
fortress that dropped the
Fat Man atomic bomb on
Nagasaki.

In the next exhibit, we
saw a reproduction of
Wilbur Wright on a re-
production Wright 1909
Military Flyer, which the
Army bought as the first
heavier-than-air military
flying machine.

United States Air
Force. Better yet: Admission is free.

This spring, I decided it would be fun to
finally visit with my wife and 6-year-old
son. The place wowed us, and we can’t wait
to go back.

Most of the exhibits are inside three in-
terconnected aircraft hangars. More var-
ied aircraft than most people can imagine
are hanging and otherwise artfully ar-
ranged inside the cavernous spaces, dra-
matically lit and decorated with realistic
mannequins and other props. As my first-
grader put it, “The fake people are kinda
freaky. They look right at you!”

The planes are mapped on the foldout
“aircraft locator” that we received upon

The exhibits that fol-

low dramatically tell the

story about all that happened next, as the

Army begat the Air Force and it flew into

the “Korean War,” the “Southeast Asia

War” and then the “Cold War.” Depending

on your age, different planes and pieces

will stand out, each having starred in some

aspect of history, from the Berlin airlift to
the Vietnam War to the moon landing.

Some are just physically gorgeous, such
as the Lockheed SR-71A Blackbird.

I was fascinated to walk around and
under a B-52 Stratofortress, one of the gi-
gantic bombers used in Vietnam. I got the
shivers in the Cold War exhibit, remem-
bering well how it felt to fear nuclear war.

In an adjacent silo, I was remlnded that
there still are LGM-30 M n-

and “Research & Development” exhibits.
We 1

tercontinental ballistic missiles on alert
today. But my family and I enjoyed looking
at the rockets and other “Missile & Space”
exhibits, including a display case of freeze-
dried space foods.

In the sprawling museum store, we
bought some dehydrated space ice cream
to tide over my son, who also picked out a
big airplane toy. The only other money we
spent, we spent well — $14 for all three of
us to ride a fighter-jet flight simulator.

We quickly explored the outdoor “Air
Park,” which has more planes as well as
buildings, including a reconstructed Nis-
sen Hut that used to house American air-
men near London. I loved looking around
the reconstructed Belly Tank Bar, com-
plete with British beer engines, where the
mannequins’ American voices bellyached
about British ales: “Don’t look for any cold
ones. They’re all going to be warm.”

There is much more to
see than we could man-
age in three hours.
With more time,
we could have
signed up
for the bus
trip to
see the

“Presi-
dential

that dropped the
nuclear bomb on
Nagasaki, Japan, is also
at the museum.

missed the new space shut-
tle crew compartment trainer exhibit. The
museum didn’t get one of the actual shuttles
retired by NASA, but it did get this trainer,
in which scores of astronauts trained over
three decades. That exhibit opened in the
Cold War gallery this spring.

Much more is in the works. The muse-
um is building a $35.4 million fourth main
building, which will house the presidential
and experimental stuff and more (includ-
ing the shuttle trainer exhibit), which is set
to open in 2016. It will expand the existing
1 million square feet of exhibit space by
nearly a quarter million square feet.

Whenever you go, and I recommend that
you do, I think you’ll be struck by how the
Wright Brothers, the U.S. Air Force and
military aircraft have affected the past
century of history and our lives.




Pace 18 *STARS AND STRIPES® Sunday, June 22,2014
NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD
ENRICH i@ [15 [16 [17 [18 |19
BY TONY ORBACH / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ
22
ACROSS 58 Floor 92 Either  Abby or 9 coin
1Sack lunch staple, 59 German Martha in "Arsenic 10 Former “Veronica >
for short geographical and Old Lace’ Mars” airer 50
7 Bumbling sergeant name suffix 93 Carrying  one is part 11 el di-dah”
on Hogan's 617  Street PO:fa tour d“'fy 12 Option for “Which 37
Heroes” | Blues 95 f”(i's’;'e’ o came first ..2"
14 Like a universal 62 Jane __, Helen : ,. 13 Like London Tube
recipient Mirren's “Prime 99 Naval officer who's i
20 Night lights Suspect” rol e an expert MPPY . 9
i oints
21w ' 64 Roberto  Benigni's in astrology? N e
yoming - peopl e Oscarwinning 10311l pass” 150iva Sumac
22 Chief Theban deity role in “Life Is 104 Lupino and 16 Beauty  ideal -
Beautiful” Tarbel | 17 Incense
23 Eg.scziim;mihg 65 Writing  tip 105 Scottish hillsid e 18 Genesis mount *
featuring chicken 66 lll. neighbor 106 Basketball 19 Like the lowest of -
recipes? 67 Request to goaltending locale low blows .
25 Alex of “Blazing represent  a 107 Nimbl e 24 Pequod captai n 75
Saddles” Minnesota 109 "0h, n0? Il Show g yost conservative
senator's  side of you!”
26 Nixon's veep : 7 ” 78 7
a debate? 111 Religious 3 _ade
27 "Get _I" 70 Word shouted ceremony  for 34Indian bread 80 81 82 83
28 Light immediately two Hollywood 35 Supermarket  chain
ighten before “Feliz Afio brothers? 36 Head 51 (85 86 |67 &
30 Grub Nuevo” 116 R d
" 71 Without exception 17 ::WE(( 37 Bugs, of a sort 89 (90 |91 92 93 (94 95 (96 |97 |98
31 Certain ety P orimanteau 39 Severe
officer: Abbr. 73 Journalist Pyl e landmass 44 A, but not B or C 55 100 101 102 03
74 Well maintained 118 1t comes as a g
32 Goal for a comic 45 Do some
orking the Strip? 76 Go for o ;C::: R e o7 705 706 To7 [108
38Balle and others 77 Addions and Renl Housowives 46 Pleasure  seeking T o (2 18 114 s
subtractions, of " g -
40 Court grp. oot of Atlanta 47 Queen  of "Chicago - - -
120 Flower  parts 48Title girl in a 1968
41 Awed 78 Lao-___
121 Cause for burning hit by the Turtles e 120 21
. o 79 Health  care
42 Gere's  wife in “Dr. company i the at the stake 49 Certain  shoot
" BT &f‘"e d|°"'e"k7 Fortune 100 50 When repeated,
it of needlework? DOWN a ha n
80 Command L ‘ g, gpy Y 63 Bando of basebal | 78 M&M color 89 Classic  German 97 Bozos
45 What a 95 worker 81 Like one saying rui T:‘?”“ al’ a orked —over 64 Fello w replaced by blue cameras 98 Short-story award
worked on? ‘I told you sol” 0 That salads 52 When tripled, blah, () o ing 1o 81 Shank %0 - 100 Mugs
, 2 Turkey blah, blah
46 Caper movie 82 Tarzan's  response . ; . 91 People of Ghana: 101 Politico Hatch
plot piece when asked if 3Playground retort 54 South Pacific 68 J?gzte'“gé'n . 82 Luxuriousness o P
; the noodles are 41 don't think so” archipelago T Pan’ €9 g3River whose source . 102 County near
47 Informal  advice oo 69 One might be e ount et 92 Paid for dinner, say Limerick
cooked? ) wall o :
to an overeager . . 5One might say “yall" 55 Truing: Var. brought up in a Helena 93 Title sneaker brand 108 Ancient artery
picker? 84 “You dig?” reply with one 56 Kerr of “An Affair brawi ina 10 Irom
52°0K" from 86 Murder 6 Rattl e to Remember” 72 Supenvise BSN.YC. sports venue Run-DMC. it M2Disc0
Tom Sawyer 88 Philip of "Kung Fu’ 7 Cannabis ___ 59 Muslim mystics 75 Showy bloom 86 [Forehead  slap] 94 Food  critic 113605 service site
53 Spot, maybe 89 Tries to hear better, (marijuana) 60 Need spelling, say 77 Key of Dvorak's 871300 hours, to a Sheraton 114 Sugar suffi x
57 Warning say 8 Fiction  genre 61 Not worthy of Symphony No. 9 civilian 96 Punctually 115 Ultimate
. R P
GUNSTON STREET RESULTS FOR ABOVE PUZZLE
r 7
DONT You THINK '™ NOW You SiaH

I‘\

TRY IT...

77

“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. Email him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com, and visit gunstonstreet.com.

PACIFIC
SPORTSBLOG

Stripes

Get your fair share from
our award-winning journalists
at Stripes.com/blogs.

PTURED DUCK'§

g o e s e




Sunday, June 22,2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Pace 19

GADGETS & CHARTS

DreamWORKS ANIMATION/AP

Characters from the “How to Train Your Dragon” movies such as
Astrid, voiced by America Ferrera, also appear in comic books.

‘Dragon Down’ a comic
companion to the movie

By ANDREW A. SmITH
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

f you’re still itching for

more even after seeing

“How to Train Your Dragon

2,” which is now in theaters,
you’ll be pleased to know there’s
already a comic-book adventure
out.

English publisher Titan Com-
ics has
launched a
new series
chroni-
cling the
adventures
of Hiccup,
Toothless
and the
rest, in
the digest
size (9 x
6.5 inches)
popular
among children’s graphic novels.
“Dreamworks’ Dragons: Riders
of Berk — Dragon Down” ($6.99)
is already out.

Written by Simon Furman,
the story involves Hookfang the
dragon shedding scales in spring
— red-hot scales that set fire to
the wooden huts of the Viking vil-
lage Berk (presumably short for
“berserk,” a word coined for cer-
tain Viking warriors). Stoick the
Vast, Berk’s leader and Hiccup’s
father, exiles the unfortunate

dragon — much to the distress of
its rider, Snotlout.

What follows is a timeless
tale of friendship and sacrifice,
wherein our heroes learn that the
latter is a necessary part of the
former. It’s a great message, but
one inserted so painlessly into a
rousing adventure tale that it’s a
fun read for adults and children
alike.

“Dragon Down” is illustrated
by Iwan Nazif, who eschews the
animated-puppet style of the
movie for a more traditional form
of cartooning. Yet the familiar
faces and postures are captured
so well that you half expect the
familiar voices (Jay Baruchel,
Gerard Butler, Craig Ferguson,
America Ferrera, Jonah Hill,
Kristen Wiig, etc.) to come out of
their mouths.

At least three more books in
the “Dreamworks’ Dragons: Rid-
ers of Berk” series are planned,
including “Dangers of the Deep”
(Aug. 26), and unnamed volumes
3 (Nov. 18) and 4 (Feb. 24, 2015).
Titan also has two “art of” coffee-
table books for the two movies,
all joining a cottage industry of
“How to Train Your Dragon” vid-
eos and books, although the latter
are mostly aimed at the preschool
set.

For more information, go to
titanbooks.com

GADGET WATCH

By GREGG ELLMAN
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

lumoo, from Flyover Innovations, is a

device that works with its own app to let

you eliminate the pile of remotes used for

infrared-controlled home entertainment
devices.

I figured the setup would take some time, so I
sat down with the device, instructions, my laptop,
iPad and a nice big glass of ice tea.

Soon, I was controlling my TV, Apple TV and
even brushed the dust off my CD player.

Before starting, you must figure out a place for
the Blumoo hardware, a 2.75-inch-tall device that
looks like a mini coffee cup from the side. It’s built
with an angled base enabling it to receive a signal
from almost anywhere in the room and is paired
with your handheld device via Bluetooth.

The setup guide walks you through what to plug
in, including RCA cables for audio and of course
the included power supply.

The Blumoo app (free) is available for iOS and
Android devices. Once the hardware is set up, the
app has an endless database of devices (more than
200,000) you can control. There, you’ll find yours
to make the connection.

Within the app you'llhave a virtual screen, which
is now your remote, to select a device, change the
channel, volume control and a channel guide.

The app remembers what you watch and
sends reminders when favorite shows
or even favorite teams are back on
TV.

Online:
$129.99

flyoverinnovations.com;

The Grill Daddy 6-in-1 stainless steel
grill kit is the perfect summer gadget, even
include electronics.

The er icall
handle has a swinging metal shield to protect
your hand from the hot grill or splattering
food. You can reach anywhere on the grill and the
shield, weighted and balanced, pivots to always be
between your hand and the grill.

In addition to the handle, by far the main attrac-
tion, you get a spatula, fork and spoon along with
collapsing tongs and a carrying case.

Everything is interchangeable, enabling grill
nuts to form combinations such as a tong/fork or a
spatula/spoon or just use each tool as needed.

Online: buygrilldaddy.
com; $39.99

d heat-chieldi

The Grill Daddy
6-in-lisa
stainless
steel grill kit
ready to grill
anywhere

you do.

GRiLL Dabpy
MmcT

Blumoo turns phone into remote control

Fiyover INNovaTIONS/MCT

Blumoo is a universal home entertainment
Y, providing users control of
audio and visual equipment already in the home.

The Tegware Bagel for the iPhone §/5s from
Wire Factory, a startup from San Fran-
cisco, has caught my attention.

The case, the first product from
this new company, is a design
T've never seen until now.

In addition to holding
« your phone securely on the

\& right side of the synthetic

‘o@ leather folding case, the left
< side has a 4.2-inch (diagonal)
*\\"' Boogie Board eWriter for taking
paperless notes, reminders, memos

or just doodling.

The eWriter doesn’t connect to the
phone, so there’s no battery drain. It runs on
its own battery, good for five years.

Inside the case you’ll find a stylus stored in be-
tween the eWriter and your phone.

Online: amazon.com; $59, available in black; col-
ors available soon include brown, blue, coral pink
and red; more information at tegware.com

Sparkbeats from BiteMyApple takes light from
the iPhone’s (5/5s) LED flash and bends it through
a channel built into the back of the case.

There’s an on/off switch to control the
lights. They can be programmed for
different alerts or environments
with the Sparkbeat app (free in
iTunes). It can even flash to the
beat of a selected tune.

The case is a recent success-
ful Kickstarter project and es-
sentially makes the light a silent
ringtone.

Online: bitemyapple.co; $49.99

ITUNES MUSIC

Top 10 albums on the iTunes Store for
June 18:

1. “Ultraviolence,” Lana Del Rey

2. “In the Lonely Hour” (Deluxe Ver-
sion), Sam Smith

. “The Hunting Party,” Linkin Park
“while(1<2),” deadmau’

. “x" (Deluxe Edition), Ed Sheeran

- “A Town Called Paradise” (Deluxe),
Tiesto

7. “Malils ...," Mali Music

8. “In the Lonely Hour,” Sam Smith

9. “AK.A." (Deluxe Version), Jennifer
Lopez

10. “Mutineers” (Bonus Track Version),
David Gray

cubw

— Compiled by MCT

SPOTIFY MUSIC

The top streamed tracks on Spotify from
June 9-15:

1. Iggy Azalea, “Fancy”

2. Ariana Grande, “Problem”
3. Calvin Harris, “Summer”
4. MAGIC!, “Rude”

5. Jason Derulo, “Wiggle (feat. Snoop
Dogg)”

6. Nico & Vinz, “Am | Wrong”

7. Disclosure, “Latch”

8. MKTO, “Classic”

9. DJ Snake & Lil Jon, “Turn Down for
What"

10. Ed Sheeran, “Sing”

— Compiled by The Associated Press

ITUNES MOVIES

Top 10 movies downloaded from the
Tunes Store for June 18:

1. “The Lego Movie”
2. “The Grand
Budapest Hotel”
3. “Non-Stop”

4. “Jack Ryan:
Shadow Recruit”
5. “Lone Survivor”

8. “RoboCop”
9. “Frozen”
10. “How to Train Your Dragon”

— Compiled by MCT

VIDEO GAMES

Game Informer ranks the top 10 down-
loadable games for June:

1. “Transistor,” PS4, PC

2. “Super Time Force,” Xbox One, 360
3. “Child of Light,” PS4, Xbox One,
Wii U, PS3, 360, PC

4. "The Walking Dead Season 2 Epi-
sode 3 - In Harm's Way,” PS3, 360,

PC, iOS

5. "2014 FIFA World Cup Brazil,” PS3,
360

6. “Trials Fusion,” PS4, Xbox One, PC
7. "SteamWorld Dig,” PS4, PC

8. “Titanfall: Expedition,” Xbox One,
360, PC

9. “Luftrausers,” PS3, Vita, PC

10. “TowerFall Ascension,” PS4, PC

— Compiled by MCT

APPS

Top 5 new paid apps for June 18:
ANDROID

1. Hitman GO

2. Worms 3

VWY
4.Fi — PA/CM11 Theme
5. Dragon Quest VIl

Top 5 paid iPhone apps for June 18:
APPLE

1. Afterlight
2. Garmin viago

3. Heads Up!

4. Minecraft — Pocket Edifion
5. Sleep Cycle alarm clock

— Compiled by MCT
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MUSIC

NEW ALBUMS

Willie Nelson
Band of Brothers (Legacy)

Willie Nelson has written a
song — sometimes two, three
or four — for every occasion,
mood and moment. There’s
Wistful Willie. Defiant Wil-
lie. Repentant Willie. Randy
Willie. Preacher Willie. Popu-
list Willie. Whimsical Willie.
Vengeful Willie.

Nelson the songwriter re-
turns in all his wonderful guis-
es on the first album of mostly
new material he penned him-
self since 1996’s “Spirit,” the
best album of the latter half
of his 60-year career. Nelson
wrote nine of the 14 songs on
“Band of Brothers” with pro-
ducer Buddy Cannon, and
each is a perfect projection
of its writer’s best qualities.
They’re comfortable, familiar,
well-worn, but also new and
different.

Nelson is 81 now, and the
new songs make allowances
for this. His defiant moments
sound a little more world-
weary, his regrets a bit more
painful. But his sense of humor
and philosopher’s personality
remain undiminished.

“Band of Brothers” opens
with Defiant Willie staring
down the storm on “Bring It
On.” Wistful Willie lets the

i » play
him, Repentant Willie hits
“The Wall” and Randy Wil-

lie leads us through a tall tale
of all his “Wives and Girl-
friends,” “but may they never
meet/may they never know
each other when they pass on
the street.”

Populist Willie provides the
title track, a beautiful display
of the sentiment that has made
Nelson incongruously both an
outlaw and a figure beloved
by all. “We’re a band of broth-
ers and sisters and whatever/
On a mission to break all the
rules.”

Nelson positions that song
between a pair of Billy Joe
Shaver covers — “The Git Go,”
featuring Jamey Johnson, and
“It'’s Hard to Be an Outlaw”
— midway through the album,
and this outlaw triptych serves
as a powerful reminder of why
we’ve loved Nelson all these
years.

— Chris Talbott
The Associated Press

Sharon Van Etten

Are We There (Jagjaguwar)

Sharon Van Etten sings simple
love songs that are anything but
simple. On her fourth and best
album, Van Etten teams with vet-
eran producer Stewart Lerman
and collaborates with a cast of mu-
sical helpmates that includes Dave
Hartley and Adam Granduciel of
The War On Drugs to craft a set
of 11 wounded, openhearted songs
that soar with heightened emo-
tional intensity. Van Etten’s voice
sweeps you up in its richly luxuri-
oustone, and she varies and refines
her approach. The majestically
wounded “Your Love is Killing
Me” is enacted on a mythic plane
akin to epic heartbreak songs such
as Lucinda Williams” “I Changed
the Locks.” The supervulnerable
“You Know Me Well” and “Break
Me” make the search for “your
own true self” seem an operatic
matter of life and death.

— Dan DeLuca
The Philadelphia Inquirer

50 Cent

Animal Ambition:
An Untamed Desire to Win
(G-Unit/Caroline)

Oh, how the Fiddy hath fallen.
Eleven years after “Get Rich or
Die Tryin’” (and its audacious fol-
low-up, “The Massacre”), much
of what made 50 Cent provocative
and new is gone. In those record-
ings, his swaggering voice — a
low, rumbling mumble, as sexy as
it was threatening — was matched
by spare, sure arrangements. His
voice, and that sound, are still
central in “Animal Ambition.”

There is, alas, bad news, most
of it lyrical. 50 Cent has dropped
most of the gangsta rap content
— as he had to do if he were to
move forward. The problem is, he
hasn’t found a workable replace-
ment and is fumbling for words to
match his flow.

So “Animal’s” good, not great.
Call it a mixtape-plus.

— A.D. Amorosi
The Philadelphia Inquirer

Cockiolm

Chrissie Hynde

Stockholm (Caroline)

It’s an awful irony that the
most notable thing about the first
album Pretenders frontwoman
Chrissie Hynde is releasing
under her own name is its lack of
distinctiveness.

Hynde wrote and recorded
with Swedish producer Bjorn Yt-
tling of the band Peter, Bjorn and
John. Frankly, much of it is ge-
neric, bouncy pop-rock, pleasing
to the ear and forgotten as soon
as it fades out. It could be anyone
singing, not one of rock music’s
most recognizable voices.

Hynde’s voice is special be-
cause it can evoke off-the-cuff
sass and heartbreaking melan-
choly. There’s one good example
of each here: the danceable single
“Dark Sunglasses” and the lovely
“Adding the Blue.” When her
great career is recapped, they’ll
be the only things worth recalling
from “Stockholm.”

— David Bauder
The Associated Press

Joe Henry
Invisible Hour (Work Song)

Joe Henry has produced artists
ranging from Aaron Neville and
Billy Bragg to Me’Shell Ndegeo-
cello and Bonnie Raitt. Yet when
he makes his own albums, they
sound like no one else.

“Invisible Hour” is an enchant-
ing 60 minutes of music pack-
aged in 11 songs that reveal their
charms slowly.

Hooks are few and the accom-
paniment is spare. The focus re-
mains on Henry’s lyrics, which
read like literature, with unpre-
dictable rhythms and noun-verb
combinations. Hearts wane.
Shadows wait. Angels rumble.
Days flee.

He sings these words with the
timbre of a soul man and scoops
into them like a country artist.
Henry is both, and neither, pro-
ducing music beyond category.
This is what makes “Invisible
Hour” time well spent.

— Steven Wine
The Associated Press

Clear Plastic Masks

Being There (Serpents & Snakes)

Nashville’s burgeoning rock
n’ roll scene just got even better
with the release of Clear Plastic
Masks’ “Being There.”

The greasy, '70s rock-addled
quartet got together in Brooklyn,
N.Y., and came to Nashville to
record. They never left, signing
with Kings of Leon label Serpents
& Snakes and helping round out a
scene that’s gotten a lot of atten-
tion in recent years.

Theband has twomodes: lounge
and loud. Lead singer Andrew
Katz has a tendency to croon,
sitting at the keyboard with a
twinkling grin. But Clear Plastic
Masks is at its best on songs like
“Pegasus in Glue,” “Shakedown”
and “Dos Cobras,” tracks where
Katz leans in and joins the band
like a closed fist.

Those songs shake with power
and promise — and might open
the door for another Nashville
band.

— Chris Talbott
The Associated Press
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‘ _"'-. < f there’s a

central mes-
sage to “Ultra-
violence,” the
highly anticipated new album
. by Lana Del Rey, it is this: Why
mind Facebook executive Sheryl
Sandberg’s advice that a modern
woman “lean in” when she can get
what’s desired through reclining?

Filled with the kind of echoed, distant
seduction that has made the young chan-
teuse-instigator one of the most polar-
izing pop stars in recent memory, Del
Rey’s follow-up to her multi-platinum
“Born to Die” is rife with incitements
and further defines her philosophy, one
that’s as provocative in its way as punk
rock but without all that screaming.

This belief system on “Ultraviolence”
preaches a cutthroat approach to finding
and retaining bliss. Put on a red dress on
the album’s opener, “Cruel World,” se-
duce a famous man with “a little bit of
bourbon” and tell him you’re crazy.

Examine domestic violence on the title
track with meaty lines such as “he hurt

25 Lana Del Rey brings listeners into a dysfunctiona

me but it felt like true love,” but include
more questions than answers. Stare un-
flinchingly at pure, blind desire.
- S Desire is the
’, 8 most potent

drugon “Ultra-

violence,” an
11-song record
featuring Del
# Rey’s trade-
mark tone, one
with the sonic

feel of a fading
Polaroid and
a languorous
Lan_a Del Rey approach that,
Ultraviolence (Interscope) depending on

your mood and
constitution, will sound either lethargic to
the point of nodding off or as blissfully re-
laxing as a massage.

Where more prominent pop stars
trade in a dazzling brand of empowered
sexuality, on “Ultraviolence” Del Rey fo-
cuses on the unfortunate truths and the
nuances, contrived as they sometimes
might be, more eager to paint a picture

b Sk

than to analyze it.

The contrivances are there, mostly
in oddball American signifiers that
dot each song with telling accents. Her
man drives a Chevy Malibu. The “other
woman” will prevail because unlike the
wife, she’s never seen with “pin curls in
her hair anywhere.”

On bonus track “Is This Happiness?”
she describes being “high up in the Hol-
lywood Hills crushing violet pills.” “Old
Money” trades in ‘“cashmere, cologne
and white sunshine/Red racing cars,
Sunset and Vine.” Each little placement
adds to the mystique.

Produced by Dan Auerbach, the sing-
er and guitarist for the Black Keys, the
album doubles down on what she and he
have described as “narco-swing”: soft,
billowy production heavy on melodra-
matic strings and perfectly placed wah-
wah guitar, easy on the rhythms and
synthetics. Turn it up loud and melt into
the couch.

The tension will swirl as Del Rey’s
voice roams, more assured than on her
last record. With this tone come myriad

| world on ‘Ultraviolence’

romantic battles. She battles herself,
spurned women and desirable men.
She’s a brat with an attitude on “Shades
of Cool”: “When he calls, he calls for me
and not for you,” she brags, “He lives for
love, he loves his drugs, he loves his baby
t00.”

She defiantly defends the other woman
in “Sad Girl” with an opening verse sure
to anger cuckolds everywhere: “Being a
mistress on the side/It might not appeal
to fools like you/Creeping around on the
side/Would not be something you would
do.” Del Rey admits to the downside of
the equation in “The Other Woman,”
which acknowledges the dangers of such
arrangements.

It’s this brand of tension that feeds “Ul-
traviolence,” a kind of willfully woozy
series of contradictions that combine to
create a convincing argument. Whether
it’s one you echo or despise, one you’ll
lean in to hear or lie back and absorb,
Del Rey doesn’t seem to care. Unless she
does.

— Randall Roberts
Los Angeles Times

On “Ultraviolence,” the follow-up to 2012’s “Born to Die,” a more-assured Lana Del Rey sings of spurned women, toxic relationships and the art of seduction.

Courtesy of Shore Fire Media
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3 shot after
male suspect sought
c GOLDEN — Law of-
ficers were searching
for a gunman early Friday after
shooting erupted outside a subur-
ban Denver concert that left three
people wounded, authorities said.

Red Rocks Amphitheater was
shut down after the shooting in
the parking lot at about 10:30 p.m.
Thursday as the concert was end-
ing, Jefferson County Sheriff’s
spokesman Mark Techmeyer
said.

The three wounded traveled by
car into nearby Denver, where
they were located by police and
taken to a hospital.

Techmeyer said the gunshot
wounds did not appear to be life-
threatening, but he had no other
information on the injured.

He said authorities were look-
ing for a black male with a rifle.

-+
2]

Serial killer convicted

of 4 more murders

c LOS ANGELES — A
man who is on death

row for killing 10 women in the

Los Angeles area was convicted

Thursday of four more murders.

Chester Turner, 47, was con-
victed of strangling the women
in South Los Angeles between
1987 and 1997. Prosecutors said
DNA evidence linked him to the
killings. Jurors deliberated less
than a day before finding the for-
mer pizza deliveryman guilty of
first-degree murder with special
allegations that make him eligible
for the death penalty, according
to a statement from the Los An-
geles County District Attorney’s
Office.

Turner had been convicted
and sentenced to death in 2007
for killing 10 women, including
one who was pregnant. He also
was sentenced to 15 years to life
in prison for killing the woman’s
unborn baby.

Sex offender caught
after a week on the run
L NEW ORLEANS —The

weeklong odyssey of a
registered sex offender traveling
with a missing teenage girl from
Florida ended after a sighting by
a Louisiana truck stop cashier
triggered a lengthy police chase,
authorities said.

Officers pursued a pickup
truck driven by Steven Myers, 41,
for miles, throwing down spike
strips that blew out most of the
pickup’s tires, law enforcement
agents said, adding that Myers
allegedly stabbed the 16-year-
old girl and then himself before
being subdued.

Deputy allegedly helped
wife work as prostitute
w SEATTLE — Pros-
ecutors charged a
veteran King County Sheriff’s
deputy Thursday with helping his
estranged wife work as a pros-
titute, stealing department am-
munition and illegally delivering
testosterone in a case that could
implicate other deputies and com-

manders in the department.
Sheriff John Urquhart an-

A mudslide on West River Road

RicHarD T

Minnesota mudslide

the L

of Mi

1s) STAR

ta Medical Center Fairview Hospital

complex on Ihe West Bank in Minneapolis on Thursday. The St. Paul (Min.n.) Pior!eer Press reported that

20 admi

nounced the arrest of the deputy,
Darrion Keith Holiwell, 49, at
an afternoon news conference,
where he laid out the details of
the investigation.

Urquhart said his office was
looking into whether a small
number of other deputies or com-
manders knew of the illegal or
improper activities alleged in the
charges against Holiwell — or
should have been aware of them.

Rescue workers help
horse that fell into pool
v PHILOMONT — A
wayward horse that fell
into a backyard swimming pool in
northern Virginia is back on dry

land after getting some help from
fire and rescue workers.

Loudoun County Fire-Rescue
spokeswoman Laura Rinehart
said the department was called
Thursday to a home in Philomont,
about 40 miles west of Washing-
ton. They were asked to help
sheriff’s deputies and animal
services workers rescue a horse
that had wandered into the yard,
walked out onto the pool cover
and dropped into the water.

Rescue workers cut a path
through the pool cover, enabling
the horse to safely exit the water.

Rinehart said the horse didn’t
belong to the homeowners.

Knitter ‘yarn-hombs’
town for sake of heauty

A

ANCHORAGE — A
knitting enthusiast in

trative employees of the hospital were evacuated as a precaution. Patients were not affected.
The mudslide comes after torrential rain and flash flooding in the area.

southeast Alaska is yarn-bomb-
ing her seaside community by
‘wrapping public poles in knitted
casings.

Fran Hartman, 61, has just
begun her personal beautification
effort in picturesque Sitka. She’s
decorated four poles and plans at
least eight more, with some knit-
ted contributions coming from
fellow knitters she’s met around
the world. The Sitka idea is one
she’s thought about for months
before launching it earlier this
month.

Yarn-bombing is a form of
street art that has occurred in
cities across the country in re-
cent years, with knitters crafting
cozies for everything from trees
to vehicles.

The number of miles
traveled by a 2-year-
old orange tabby
cat named George

THE CENSUS
to return to his for-

mer residence in the

St. Johns area of Portland, Ore., after
the family moved across town in May.
George's journey required him to cross
three interstate highways and neigh-
borhoods where residents often see
coyotes. The Oregonian reported that
three weeks after George disappeared,
the Campion family got a call from the
new renters at their old home: George
had arrived and wanted to be petted.
George has been taken back to the
new house, but Amy Campion said she
won't let him outside without a leash
for a few weeks.

Man, 89, held on Nazi
death camp charges
P PHILADELPHIA

— A Philadelphia man
was ordered held without bail
Wednesday on a German arrest
warrant charging him with aid-
ing and abetting the killing of
216,000 Jewish men, women and
children while he was a guard at
the Auschwitz death camp.

‘The man, retired toolmaker Jo-
hann “Hans” Breyer, was taken
into custody by U.S. authorities
Tuesday night.

Breyer has admitted he was a
guard at the Auschwitz-Birkenau
death camp in occupied Poland
during World War II, but has
told The Associated Press he was
stationed outside the facility and
had nothing to do with the whole-
sale slaughter of around 1.5 mil-
lion Jews and others behind the
gates.

Picture of Lego firewalk
goes viral on Facebook
M SOUTH PORTLAND

— A South Portland
record store is going viral with a
picture of a firewalk made out of
Lego toys.

The Portland Press Herald re-
ported Friday that Bull Moose’s
picture of a bed of Legos made to
resemble hot coals has more than
250,000 likes and 138,000 shares
on Facebook. Star Trek actor
George Takei linked the photo,
generating tons of attention. Takei
is famous for sharing humorous
pictures on his Facebook page.

The photo shows a 12-foot car-
pet covered with Legos. People
who made it across the bed with-
out shoes or socks were able to buy
the Lego movie for half-price.

The offer lasted for an hour
on Tuesday, and the Legos were
removed Tuesday night. A store
manager was the first person to
post the photo.

From wire reports’
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Stock market nearing mi

By STEVE ROTHWELL
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The U.S. stock
market is back to setting records.

After treading water for most
of March and April, stocks are
nudging deeper into record ter-
ritory and are closing in on mile-
stones with lots of zeros attached
to them. The Dow Jones indus-
trial average is within 53 points
of 17,000 while the Standard &
Poor’s 500 is just shy of 2,000
after rising 6 percent this year.

A harsh winter in the U.S. that
hobbled growth made investors
cautious. There were also wor-
ries about the conflict in Ukraine
and slowing growth in China, the
world’s second-biggest economy.

But now the economy appears
to be on track again, and inves-
tors are rediscovering their appe-
tite for stocks.

While 17,000 would be the first
1,000-point marker crested this
year, the Dow had two in 2013. It
closed above 15,000 for the first

time on May 7, then above 16,000
on Nov. 21, during a year when
the blue-chip index rocketed 27
percent.

In 2014, here are some of the
factors driving stocks toward new
milestones:

The economy

Recent good news on manu-
facturing and hiring has boosted
confidence in the economy.

Manufacturing is expanding at
a healthy pace, and the service
industry continues to grow, ac-
cording to surveys released by
the Institute for Supply Manage-
ment earlier this month.

U.S. employers added 217,000
jobs to their payrolls in May, the
fourth consecutive month of solid
job gains. The number of Ameri-
cans filing for unemployment
benefits has also dropped close to
the levels seen before the reces-
sion began in December 2007.

Corporate profits are also ris-
ing. Earnings reports start to

come in next month, and inves-
tors expect that second-quarter
profits at U.S. companies will be
up 5.4 percent from a year ago,
according to FactSet.

More mergers

The market for mergers and ac-
quisitions is heating up. Although
the number of corporate deals is
marginally lower than it was at
this point last year, the transac-
tions getting done are bigger.

The value of corporate deals
has surged 62 percent to $798 bil-
lion this year, from $494 billion a
year ago, even though the number
of acquisitions is about 3 percent
lower than last year, according to
Dealogic.

M&A deals lift stock prices be-
cause the acquirer typically pays
a premium for the company that
it’s buying, and if there are mul-
tiple bidders, prices are pushed
even higher.

lestones

Central bank stimulus

Central banks around the
world are stepping in to bolster
struggling national economies.
The latest big move came in Eu-
rope, when The European Cen-
tral Bank cut interest rates and
said it was ready to pump more
money into the region’s financial
system two weeks ago. The bank
wants to head off falling prices in
the 18 countries that use the euro
to encourage lending.

June 20, 2014

Dow Jones 25.62
industrials 16,947.08
Nasdaq 8.71
composite 4,368.04
Standard & 3.39
Poor’s 500 1,962.87
Russell 4.39
2000 1,188.42

ary rates
Euro costs (June 23

Japanese yen (Jun
outh Korean won (June 23

ommercial rates

Bahrain (Dinar)

Philippines (Pes:
poland (Zloty).

available to customers at military banking
facilities in the country of issuance

for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dollars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate
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Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

X

myafn.net
Pro soccer
EASTERN
w L P GA
D.C. 4 6
New England 75 8
Sporting KC 6 5 4
Toronto FC 6 4 3
New York 4 5 2
Columbus 4 5 8
louston 5 9 9
Philadelphia 37 7
Chicago 2 4 4 5
Montreal 2 7 0 6
WESTERN
W L T P GA
ttle 10 3 3
Real Salt Lake 6 2 1
Colorado 6 5 8
FC Dallas 6 7 8
Vancouver 5 2 0
Portland 4 4 7
Los Angeles 4 3 1
Jos 4 5 4
Chivas 2 7 6
Mnte' Three points for victory, one
point for tie.

‘ednesday, June 25
Montreal ’:ll Vancouver
Friday, June 27
Toronto FC at New Yorl
PR Kansas ity at portiand
urday, June 2
Seattle FC at D.C. Uni
Bhiladelphia at New England
FC Dallas at Columbus
Vancou Colorado
Lo nbaTes ot an Joce
Real Salt Lake at Chivas UsA
lay, June
Houston at Montreal
ednesday, duly 2
Toronto FC at Chic
Chivas UsA at San ose
Friday, July 4
New York af
Philadeiphia at FC Dallas
Columbus at Colorado
New England at Real Salt Lake

Portland at Los Angeles
NWSL

L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 10 0 2 32 27
FCKansasCity 7 4 3 24 23 17
hicago 6 5 2 20 18 14
Washington 6 6 1 19 21 24
WesternNewYork 5 6 2 17 22 16
Portland 5.4 2 17 1215
Houston 481 131623
sky Blue FC 265112

26
Note: Three points for victory, one
point for tie.
Wednesday's game
Western New York 2, Chicago 0
hursday’s gam
Seattle Fe 3 Boston0
's games
Portland at Wasmnglon
Chicago at FC Kansas City
ay's james
Boston at Sky &
Seattle FC af western New York
Wednesday, June
Sky Blue FC at Portland
Friday, June 27
Boston at Western New York
urday, June 28
Portiand ot o Kaots Sy
Sky Blue FC at Seattle FC
Washington at Houston

Pro basketball

WNBA
EASTERN
Pct GB
Atlanta 50 =
indiana 515 2%
Connecticut 538 2%
Chicago 500 3
Washington 385 an
New York 10 231 6%
ESTERN
X Pct 6B
Phoenix 50—
Minnesota 0 274 -
San Antonio 6 500
Los Angeles 7364 4%
Tulsa 47 364 4%
Seattle 5 9357 5
sday’s gam

hur. es
San Antonio 87, seattle 82,07
Los Angeles 87; Tuisa
games

Atlanta 85, New Yotk 64
Minnesota 75, Washmgton 65
Indiana 83, Chica

Phoenix 9T, Tulsa
urday’s sgames
No games sehedul

sunday‘s games

Tulsa at chicago,
Atlanta at New
Sa ARtonio AL Lo Angeles
Indiana at Minnesota
Washington at Seattle

College baseball

World Series

AtTD Amerllrade Park Omaha
om:

Double Elimin
x-if necessary
Saturday, June 14
UC Irvine 3, Texas 1
Vanderbilt 5, Loulsvllle 3

y, June
TCU 3, Texas Tech 2
Virginia 2, Mississippi 1
Monday, June
Texas 4, Lomenle b Couisville elimi-
nated
Vanderbilt6, UC Irvine 4
lay, June
Mississiphi 3 Texaa Toch 1 Texas Tech
eliminate
Virginia 3, TCU 2, 15 innings
ednesday, June 18
Texas 1, UC Irvine 0, UC lrvine elimi-

Thursday, June
Mississippl & TCU'% TCU.  Siminated
riday, June 20

Texas 4, Vanderbiit 0
Virgin! Mississippi 0, top 2nd,
usp., |gmmn

turday, June 21
- Vlrgmla (51- 14) VS MISSIS
5|pp\(48 355 com, of s
13- “Vanderbilt (s 30) vs. Tex-

as (Gor50)
unday, June 22
xGame 14 Virginia vs. Mi:

Best:
Monday, June 2
Tuesday, June 24: Pairings

x-Wednesday, June 25: Pairings TBA

Tennis

Topshelf Open

Friday
At Autotron Rosmalen
Den Bosch, Netherlands
Purse: ATP, sasa 000 (WT:
0 (Intl.)
surface: Grass Outdoor
gle

Quarterfinals
Jurgen Meler () Ausma, def, Fer-
nando verdasco (2),'spain, 76 (3), 67

(), 7-
Gbects Bautista Agut. Spam. def
Nicolas Mahut (7) Fi
Semi

Benjamin Becker, Germany, def. Joao
Sousa, Portugal, 6-3, 7-

Roberto Bautista Agut, Spain, def, Jur-
gen Melzer (8), Austria, 3.6062,7-6 ().

Zheng Jie, Chma def “Magdalena Ry-

barlkova Slovakl
g < United States, def.
Klara Koukalcva( ), Czech Republic, 6-4,

Doubles
Men

Quai
Eric Butorac, Unl(ed Sta(ES. and Raven
Klaasen (2), South Africa, def. Benjamin
ecker, Germanyy and Oliver Marach,
Rustria, 76 (33,5

inals
Santias ago Gonzalez, Mexico, and Scott

Lipsky (4), United States, def. Eric Bu-

torac, United States, and Raven Klaasen,

south Africa, 6- R 3.

jom

en
champlonsh
i ealand, and

Michaella ~Krajicek,
Kristina Mladenovic (3), France, 0-6, 7-6
(5), 10-8.

AEGON Internalional

A Devonsmre park
tbourne, England,
Purse ATP, $681,200 (WT250);
'TA, $710,000 (Premier)
Soade: Grass-Outdoor

Quarterfinals
Feliciano Lopez (3), Spain, def. Jeremy
Chardy, France, 6-3,

emi
Richard Gasquet (1). France, def. De-
nis Istomin, Uzbekistan!
Feliciano_Lopez (3 ). SDaln, def Sam
Querrey, Unite States 64,76 @.
en

ngelique Kerber (o) Germany, def,
Carohne Wozniacki (8), Denmark, 3-6, 7-6

on  Keys, Umted states‘ def.
Heather Watson, Bmlﬂm

als

Treat Huey, BhmAmnGs, and Dominic
Inglot, Britain, def. Colin' Fleming and
Ross Hutchins, Britain, 7-6 (2), 6

Huey, Philippines, and Dominic
Inglot Br\taln def. Alexander Peya, Aus-
ma , and Bruno Soares (1), Brazil, 7-5, 5-7,

Qu:
Sara Errani and Roberta Vinci (1), Ita-
, def. Timea Babns, Hungary, and Hsieh
u-wel Taiwan,

als
. Martina HInPIS. SW tzerland, and Fla-
taly, def. Kveta Peschke,
e Rpuplic. and Kaltarina srebotnik
@ Lovena 64, 46, 165
n Hag-ching and Chan vung-jan,
Taiwan Hor SArs Enani and

Friday’s transactions

BAsEBALl.
merican Lea
BALTIMORE ORIOLES = Sent 38 Mi-
chael Almanzar to the GCL Orioles for a
rehab ass\gnmen
STON RED SOX — Activated LHP

Fehx Doubront from the 15-day DL. Op
fioned 38 Garin Gecchini to Pawticket

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Agreed to
terms with RHP Terance Marin and OF
Michael Danner on minor league con-

cts.

CLEVELAND INDIANS — Optioned
RHP Zach McAllister to Columbus au).
Recalled RHP Vinnie Pestano from Co-
lumbus. Agreed to terms With RHP Luke
Eubank and OF Jodd Carter on minor
Iealg‘;ge ccntract

USTON ASTROS — Agreed to terms

Gonzalez, LHP Ben Smith, 1l
McCall and or Edwln Medina on minor
league contra
[0S ‘ANGELES. ANGELS - Onptlo
B are D6 La Rowh 10 Salf Lagd (0L
Regalled INF Grant Green from Sat Lake.
MINNESOTA TWINS — Agreed to terms
with RHPS Zach Mhers, Milcs Nordgren
3 LHPs Michael

Gabriel Ojeda and Jarrard
Poteete; and OFs Roberto Gonzalez and
Tyree Dayis onminor league contracts,

YORK YANKEES — Agreed to
terms with RHPe Mike Notewsrs. Sean
Carley, Lee Casas, Jonathan Holder, Jor-
dan Foley, Corey Holmes and A

Dominic Jose; and SS Tyler Palmer on'mi-
nor Ieague contracts.

AKLAND ATHLETICS — Opti |oned
RHOEVAN Scribner to Sacramento (PCL).
Selected the contract of LHP Brad Mills
from Sacramento. Agreed to terms with
RHP veltper Castillo on a minor league
ontraci

SEATTLE MARINERS — Agreed to
terms with 2B Kavin Keyes and Andrew
Peterson and C Dominic Blanco on minor
league contracts.

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Placed OF David
Delesus on the 15-day DL. Remstated
OF Brandon Guyer from the 15-day DI
Agreed to terms with 2B Oscar Sanay and
Matt Reida nor league contracts.
RANGERS — Claimed LHP Justin

TO
Steve Delabar to Buffalo (L), Recalled
RHP Liam Hendriks from Buff

nal League

atio

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Desig-
nated RHP J.J. Putz for assignment. Op-
Hioned GF Tony Campana toReno (PCL.
Selected the contract of RHP Matt Stites
from Reno. Reinstated OF Ender Inciarte
from the 7-day DL. Transferred RHP Dan-
fel Hudson to the 60-day

'A'BRAVES — Placed RHPs Pe-

dro Beatc, and Gavin Floyon the 194y
DL. Recalled RHP Juan Jaime and LHP
Ryan Buchter from Gwinnett (IL). Agreed
to terms with C Sal Giardina and 2B Trev-
or Sprowl on minor league contracts.

CHI ent C Welington
casmlc to lowa (PCL) for a rehab assign-

CINCINNAYI REDS — Optioned LHP
Tony Cingrani to Louisville (IL). Trans-

ferred RHP Trevor Bell and LHP Sean
Marshall to the 60-day DL. Reinstated
RHE Brett Marshall from the 60-day DL

and optioned him to Louisville. Selected

the contract of RHP Jumbo Diaz from
Louisville.

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Sent 38
Juan Uribe to Rancho Cucamonga (Cal)
N

terms with RHP Brock Hudgens and SS
Jonathan Oquendo on minor league con-

racts.

NEW YORK METS — Sent OF Juan
Lagares to the GCL Mets for a rehab as-
signment. Agreed to terms with SS Mil-
ton Ramos, 2B William Fulmer, 18 Dash
Willingham and C Darryl Knight on minor
league contracts.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Optioned

e
ley (IL). Relnstated 38 Cody Asche from

DL Agreed to terms with LH
Austin Davis o a minor league con-
fract. Sent RHP Miquel Alfredo Gonzalez
to Clearwater (FSL) for a renab assign-
m

ST. LoUIS CARDINALS — Agreed to
terms with RHPs Luke Weaver, Jack Fla-
herty, kevin Alexander and Andrew Reld

Gibson on minor league
nract.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Agreed
to terms with RHPs Robbie Dickey, Drew
Van Orden, Austen ms, Weston Da-
vis, Domenick Mancini, James Bourque,
Kyle Simmons, Chase McDowell, Kida De

Dale Carey, Matthew Page, Clay William-
son and Bryan Langlois; Ses Chis Riope:
dre and Conor son Reetz; 38
ALt baviion: amd 18 Ryan Ripken on
minor league con(rac(s

BAI

LL
Nati nal Fonthall League
BALTIMORE RA ENS
Xavius_Boyd,

Marco and Austin Spitler, CBs Dominique
IFranks and Aaron Ross and WR Mike Wil-
ie.
CHICAGO BEARS — Announced the re-
tirement of LS Patrick Mannelly.
REEN BAY PACKERS — Released RB
Johnathan Franklin
IDIANAPOLIS COI.TS — Released S
Curey Lynch from |mured reserve.
'GERS — Claimed DT
Chas Naban oH waers from Ransas

National No:key
NEW YORK RANGERS = Bodaht out the
contract of F Brad Richards.
'ONTO MAPLE LEAFS — Signed F
Brandon Kozun to a one-year contract.

ICAA — Declared Vanderbilt 38 Xavier
Turner ineligible for the remainder of the
College World Series.

Travelers Championship
PGA Tour
Friday
AtTPC River Highlands
, Conn.

purse: $6.2 million
vardage: 6,854; Par: 70
Second Round
Scott Langley 4-65—
Michael Putriam 7-63—
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U.S. Women’s Open

U.S. Golf Association

riday
AL Pmehursl No. 2
l N.Q

Yardhgs: 6,645, Par: 70
Second Round
a-denotes amateur
Michelle Wie X
Lexi Thompson
a-Minjee Lee
Amy Yang
Stacy Lewis

Angela Stanford
Stephanie Meadow
Karrie

So Yeon Ryu
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ue Kim
Catriona Matthew
enny Shin
Yueer Cindy Feng
Azahara Munoz
Gerina Piller
Pornanong Phat
a-Brooke Mackenz\e Rendersan
Chella Choi
Viina Harigae
Katherine Kirk
alee
K. Kim

Se Ri Pak
Ja-Mathilda Cappeliez
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Craig Stadler -
David Frost -
John Cook -
Hale Irwin -
Gary Hallberg -
Bill Glasson -
Anders Forsbrand -
Jeff Hart

Wayne Levi
P.H. Horgan Il
Tom Purtzer
Joe Dale

Larry Nelson
Scott Simpson
Mark Wiebe
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MLB
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NL roundup

Braves win again, reclaim division lead

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In extra in-
nings, with a chance to reclaim
first place in the NL East, Atlanta
Braves manager Fredi Gonza-
lez gave two pitchers their major
league debuts.

Welcome to the big time, Juan
Jaime and Ryan Buchter.

“Perfect scenario to bring 'em
in,” Gonzalez said with a smile.
“Those are big innings. We al-
ways talk when we bring 'em up,
‘How are you going to use them?’
‘What’s the situation?” Well,
today was an extra-inning game
against your division rival. You're
going to have to use them sooner
or later.”

Jaime pitched a scoreless 11th
inning and Buchter handled the
12th. Each allowed a walk but no
further damage, and Buchter (1-
0) got the win when the Braves
scored a pair in the 13th Friday
in a 6-4 victory over the Washing-
ton Nationals that flip-flopped the
standings atop the NL East.

“You've got to test it out some-
time, you know,” said Buchter,
with the game ball safely nestled
in his glove in his locker. “It’s a
good chance to get experience.”

The win moved the Braves back
into first place by a half game and
maintained their mastery over
their division rivals. Atlanta was
struggling before arriving in D.C.
this week, but the club is 20-7 vs.
Washington since the start of last
season, including the first two of
this four-game set.

Cubs 6, Pirates 3: Starlin Cas-
tro hit a three-run homer, and
Edwin Jackson got the better of
Charlie Morton, leading Chicago

FROM PAGE 26
Astros 3, Rays 1

Houston Tampa Bay

ab r hbi ab r hbi
Fowlercf 30 0 0 Dnngscf 40 00
Altwve2b 513 0 Kiermrrf 3000
Springrrf 411 2 Longori3b 4100
Singltnlb 300 0 Loneylb 40 10
MDmn3b 300 0 Sandsdh 30 10
\Castroc 401 0 Joyceph 1000
Carterdh 400 0 Guyerlf 3020
Guzmnlf 301 0 Zobristph 10 00
Presleylf 100 0 VYescorss 4011
Villarss 411 1 JMolinc 3020
SRdrgzpr 00 0 0
Hanignc 10 00
forsythab 3.0 10
Totals 34373 Totals 341381
Houston 002 000" 001-3
Tampa Ba 000 000 001—1
EEUIIar (b, Kiermaler . (1) o

Houston 1. LOB="Houston 8, Tamp:

55 )Casiro (12). HR—Springer (13)
Villar (6). SB—1Molina (1).
IP H R ER BB SO
Houston
Cosart W,7-5 8 6 0 0 1 2
ouallss,a-u 1 2 100 2
Bay
PnceL57 5 s z 2 312
Oviedo, 0

T—2:59. A— 13561(31042)

Calendar

July 15 — All-Star game, Minneapolis.
July 18 — Deadline for amateur draft
chks to, Slgn
- Hall of Fame inductions,
COODerStOWn
July 31 — Lasl day to trade a player
wwthout securing waivers.
-14 — Owners’ meetings, Bal-
o,
Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40
players.
Seph 30 — Postseason beQInS
122 World Serles begins
eadiine for teams
to Mol Auaifying offere to thas eligible
former players who became free agents,
fifth day after World Series.

Avex BranpoN/AP

Diamondbacks 4, Giants 1:
Josh Collmenter fought his way
through five innings, Aaron Hill
drove in two runs, and host Arizo-
na sent San Francisco to its sixth
straight loss.

The Giants still lead the NL
West, but have lost nine of 10 to
see alead that was once 92 games
dwindle to less than four.

Brewers Rockies 10:
Jean Segura homered twice and
Ryan Braun had three hits in
his 1,000th career game, help-
ing visiting Milwaukee hold off
Colorado.

Khris Davis also homered and
Carlos Gomez extended his hit-
ting streak to 16 games as the
Brewers scored their most runs
of the year.

Padres 6, Dodgers 5: Everth
Cabrera’s sacrifice fly capped a
three-run ninth inning that gave
host San Diego a victory over the
Los Angeles Dodgers.

It was the Padres’ third con-
secutive win and it snapped a
three-game winning streak by
the Dodgers.

Interleague

Blue Jays 14, Reds 9: Edwin
Encarnacion hit two three-run

Atlanta shortstop Andrelton Simmons, left, runs down Washington’s Adam LaRoche for an out during the
12th inning of Friday’s game at Nationals Park in Washington. Atlanta won 6-4 in 13 innings.

past Pittsburgh.

Chris Coghlan added a solo shot
as the Cubs opened a 10-game
homestand with their fourth win
in five games. Last-place Chicago
is 18-13 since May 17.

Marlins 3, Mets 2: Left field-
er Marcell Ozuna cut down the
potential tying run at the plate
in the eighth and ninth innings

— including Kirk Nieuwenhuis
to end the game — to help host
Miami beat New York.

Burnett scattered seven hits for
his first complete game of the
year and v1sltmg Philadelphia

Ozuna threw out Ni

won its h fifth in a row,

who was trying to score on Chris
Young’s fly ball to left field. He
also got David Wright to end the
eighth after the Mets cut the defi-
cit to 3-2.

Phillies 5, Cardinals 1: A.J.

beating St. LOLllS

The Phillies’ winning streak
has come on the road. They have
won nine of 11 overall.

St. Louis has dropped three in a
row after winning five straight.

homers, and visiting Toronto
pulled off the second-biggest
comeback in franchise history,
rallying from an early eight-run
deficit to beat Cincinnati.
Toronto hit four homers during
its comeback, including the two
by the major leagues’ leader. En-
carnacion started the comeback
by connecting in the third inning
off Mat Latos and finished it with
his 23rd homer off Sam LeCure
during a five-run ninth inning.

AL roundup

Crisp’s eighth-inning single lifts A’s

The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — Coco Crisp says it
is too early to declare the Athletics the best
team in baseball, even though their record
says otherwise.

Oakland’s veteran center fielder has been
around far too long to make that declaration,
not with more than four months left to play.

Crisp drove in Kyle Blanks with a two-out
single in the eighth inning and the A’s beat the
Boston Red Sox 4-3 on Friday night.

“You just have to go by the record, and as
of right now we have the best record,” Crisp
said. “We’ll see what happens. It’s a long sea-
son. I'm not saying that we are or are not the
best team in baseball. That’s a tough question
to answer.”

Oakland’s sixth win in seven games moved
the AL West division leaders a season-high 18
games over .500. The A’s have had the best re-
cord in the AL since the end of May and have
won six of their last seven series.

Crisp entered the game as a pinch-hitter in
the seventh and struck out against reliever
Burke Badenhop. He came up in the eighth
with two runners on after a bit of wildness
from Boston reliever Andrew Miller.

Miller (2-5) hit Blanks and Alberto Callaspo

with back-to-back pitches with one out. After
Nick Punto struck out looking, Crisp lined a
2-2 pitch to right and Blanks easily scored
ahead of the throw from Brock Holt.

“He’s come through so many times (that) to
an extent you almost expect it,” Oakland man-
ager Bob Melvin said. “It always feels great
when he’s at the plate.”

Yankees 5, Orioles 3: Carlos Beltran hit a
three-run homer with two outs in the ninth in-
ning, lifting host New York over Baltimore for
its fourth straight win.

Beltran connected off Zach Britton (3-1)
right after Brian McCann hit an RBI single.
The Yankees struggled with runners in scor-
ing position until the ninth.

Tigers 6, Indians 4: J.D. Martinez hit a
three-run homer, Victor Martinez added a
two-run shot, and visiting Detroit held on to
beat Cleveland.

Rick Porcello (9-4) pitched six scoreless in-
nings for the Tigers, and Joe Nathan worked
the ninth for his 15th save.

Astros 3, Rays 1: Jarred Cosart pitched
eight shutout innings to beat Tampa Bay
again, and rookie George Springer’s two-run
homer helped visiting Houston to the win.

Cosart (7-5) gave up six hits in winning his

third straight start. He walked one and struck
out two, retiring 12 straight at one point.

Twins 5, White Sox 4: Brian Dozier’s RBI-
single with two outs in the bottom of the ninth
inning lifted host Minnesota over Chicago.

Kurt Suzuki had three hits and an RBI, and
the Twins picked up closer Glen Perkins (3-0),
who gave up two runs in the top of the ninth to
blow his third save in 21 chances.

Mariners 7, Royals 5: Brad Miller hom-
ered off closer Greg Holland to break a ninth-
inning tie, and visiting Seattle beat Kansas
City despite blowing an early five-run lead.

Charlie Furbush (1-4) inherited a bases-
loaded, one-out jam in the eighth, but the
Mariners reliever retired Mike Moustakas on
a popup. Furbush then struck out Alcides Es-
cobar to keep the game tied S-5.

Angels 7, Rangers 3: Garrett Richards
pitched six innings of four-hit ball, David
Freese drove in two runs, and Los Angeles
beat Texas for its seventh win in eight home
games.

Josh Hamilton and Erick Aybar had RBI
singles in the fifth inning as the Angels
opened a six-game homestand with just their
fourth win over the AL West-rival Rangers in
18 meetings.
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COLLEGE WORLD SERIES/SPORTS BRIEFS

Eric Francis/AP

From left, Texas’ Mark Payton, Ben Johnson and Collin Shaw celebrate Friday’s 4-0 victory over
Vanderbilt in the College World Series in Omaha, Neb. The two teams were set to meet again Saturday.

blanks Vandy

CWS roundup

Texas

The Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — Augie Gar-
rido’s Texas baseball teams are
always built on pitching and de-
fense, and the Longhorns sure
are showing it at the College
World Series.

Nathan Thornhill and John
Curtiss combined for Texas’
second straight shutout, and
the Longhorns forced a second-
bracket final against Vanderbilt
with a 4-0 victory Friday.

The Longhorns (46-20) and
Commodores (48-20) were sched-
uled to meet again Saturday, with
the winner advancing to the best-
of-three finals against Virginia or
Mississippi.

For the second game in a row,
Texas pitchers didn’t allow a
runner past second base. The
Longhorns have held opponents
scoreless 19 straight innings and
have given up four runs in their
four games in Omaha.

Thornhill left after the eighth
inning, having thrown 131 pitches
on an 88-degree afternoon against
a Vanderbilt team that was set on
going deep into counts.

“It was a dominating perfor-
mance,” Garrido said. “I do think
they were trying to run his pitch
count up because of the heat to
get him out of the game. He has
the kind of command where he
can capitalize on something like
that.”

Thornhill said he didn’t let the
Commodores’ approach bother
him.

Eric FrRancis/AP

Grounds crew members pull the tarp onto the playing field during a
rain delay in Friday’s game between Mississippi and Virginia.

“I wasn’t too surprised,” he
said. “They’re probably looking
for their pitch because they are
good hitters, and if they’re going
to take, I'm going to try to get
ahead and throw my pitches, and
that’s what happened today.”

Texas scored twice in each of
the first two innings to lead 4-0,
with a couple of the runs cross-
ing the plate as a result of quirky
plays. Thornhill took it from
there, with Curtis pitching a 1-2-3
ninth inning.

The Longhorns are batting
just .198 at the CWS, but with the
pitching staff operating as it is, no
one in burnt orange is worried.

Virginia 0, Mississippi 0
(susp.): The game between the
Cavaliers and the Rebels was sus-
pended after a 93-minute light-
ning and rain delay.

The game, tied 0-0, was sched-
uled to resume Saturday with
Virginia batting in the top of the
second inning. The Cavaliers have
runners on first and second base.

Virginia will advance to next
week’s best-of-three finals with
a victory. If Mississippi wins, the
teams will play again Sunday.

Friday night’s game originally
was delayed because of lightning.
Heavy rain moved in and forced
the suspension of the game. More
than an inch fell in a half-hour.

Briefly

Wie cards 2-under

for three-

The Associated Press

PINEHURST, N.C. — Michelle
Wie is becoming a regular con-
tender in major championships,
only now as an adult.

She captivated women’s golf as
a teenager, contending in three
straight LPGA Tour majors
when she was 16. That was when
she still was trying to compete
against the men, when she didn’t
always look as if she was having
fun and before injuries and criti-
cism were a big part of her grow-
ing pains.

On another tough day at Pine-
hurst No. 2, the 24-year-old from
Hawaii held it together Friday
with two key par putts and fin-
ished with back-to-back bird-
ies for a 2-under 68, giving her
a three-shot lead going into the
weekend at the U.S. Women’s

pen.

“I think you look at the way
Michelle has played the last six
months and you look at her differ-
ently,” said Stacy Lewis, the No.
1 player in women’s golf who was
four shots out of the lead. “I think
she’s become one of the best ball-
strikers on tour. She hits it really
consistent. She knows where the
ball’s going. And she’s figuring
out how to win. That’s the big
thing.”

But there’s a familiar name,
and another teen prodigy, who
joined Wie as the only players
still under par.

Lexi Thompson, who soundly
beat Wie in the final round to win
the Kraft Nabisco Championship
for her first major title, pow-
ered her way out of the sand and
weeds, running off three straight
birdies to match Wie’s 68, the low
score Friday.

Lucy Li, the precocious 11-
year-old and youngest qualifier
in the history of the U.S. Women’s
Open, isn’t leaving town until
Monday. She just won’t be playing
any more golf. The sixth-grader
from the Bay Area started with
a double bogey for the second
straight day and shot another 78
to miss the cut by seven shots.

The cut was 9-over 149.

In other golf news:

W Feeling rusty but ready to
play again, Tiger Woods said Fri-
day he would return to competi-
tion next week at Congressional
in the Quicken Loans National.

Woods last played on March 9
at Doral, where he dealt with pain
in his lower back and closed with
a 78 for his highest final-round
score on the PGA Tour. He had
back surgery March 31, forcing
him to miss the Masters for the
first time. He also missed the
U.S. Open last week at Pinehurst
No. 2.

The announcement on his Face-
book page delivered a jolt of good
news to golf. Woods has been the
game’s biggest draw since he
turned pro in 1996, and with lim-
ited information about his recov-
ery, speculation was starting to
build that he might not make it to

shot lead

any majors this year.

“After a lot of therapy, I have
recovered well and will be sup-
porting my foundation next week
at the Quicken Loans National,”
Woods said on Facebook. “T've
just started to hit full shots, but
it’s time to take the next step. I
will be a bit rusty, but I want to
play myself back into competitive
shape. Excited for the challenge
ahead.”

® Scott Langley took the sec-
ond-round lead in the Travelers
Championship on Friday, follow-
ing his opening 64 with a 65 to
reach 11 under 129 at Cromwell,
Conn.

Winless in two seasons on the
PGA Tour, the 25-year-old Lang-
ley had eight birdies, a double
bogey and a bogey in the second
round at TPC River Highlands.

Michael Putnam, Harris Eng-
lish and K.J. Choi were a stroke
back. Putnam shot 63, the best
round of the day. English had a
64, and Choi shot 65.

® Tom Lehman birdied four
straight holes and finished with
a bogey-free 7-under 65 to take
the first-round lead Friday in the
Champions Tour’s Encompass
Championship at Glenview, I1l.

Finishing on the front nine,
Lehman nearly holed out for an
eagle on the par-5 sixth, leaving a
6-inch putt, and ran in a 15-footer
on the par-3 seventh.

Doug Garwood and England’s
Roger Chapman were a stroke
back at 66, and Mark O’Meara,
Sandy Lyle, Jeff Sluman, Michael
Allen, Bart Bryant, Kirk Triplett
and John Inman shot 67.

Cavaliers hire Blatt
as new head coach

CLEVELAND Cleveland
ended a long and wide-ranging
search for a new coach by hiring
David Blatt on Friday.

Blatt is the Cavaliers’ third
coach in three years and while
he may not be well known in the
U.S., the S5-year-old has an ex-
tensive international résumé and
is regarded as one of the game’s
top offensive tacticians.

Cleveland fired Mike Brown on
May 12 following a 33-49 season.
The team interviewed several
former head coaches and some
highly regarded assistants before
zeroing in on Blatt, who recently
resigned at Israeli club Maccabi
Tel Aviv to pursue his dream of
coaching in the NBA.

The club signed Blatt — born
and educated in America — to a
three-year deal that includes a
team option for a fourth year and
could be worth $20 million.

Cleveland contacted high-
profile college coaches and in-
terviewed both retreaded head
coaches and on-the-rise assistants
before zeroing in and landing
Blatt, who won several European
titles while coaching in Israel and
guided Russia to a bronze medal
at the London Olympics two years
ago.
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Natacha Pisarenko/AP

France’s Blaise Matuidi celebrates Friday after scoring his team’s second goal against Switzerland during a Group E match at the
Arena Fonte Nova in Salvador, Brazil. France won 5-2 to stay atop the group with one game left in group play.

France takes control

‘Les Bleus’ pound Switzerland,
remain unbeaten atop Group G

NaTACHA PISARENKO/AP
i Diego

left, leaps over France’s Patrice Evra

to clear the ball. Switzerland is tied for

second place in the group with Ecuador.

Both teams have three points.

By JEROME PUGMIRE
The Associated Press

SALVADOR, Brazil — France is strik-
ing at the World Cup again, this time in a
way the fans back home will approve of.

Four years ago to the day, France’s play-
ers shamed the nation by going on strike
at the last World Cup. On Friday, the team
put on a striking attacking display, blow-
ing Switzerland away with a 5-2 win on
Friday to take total control of Group E and
put themselves in position to avoid a show-
down with Lionel Messi’s Argentina in the
next round.

“We were all magnificent tonight,” said
goalkeeper Hugo Lloris, one of only four
holdovers from the shambles of France’s
last World Cup. “We can’t let ourselves get
flooded by emotion and must stay calm.
But we’re going to savor this.”

Karim Benzema, Olivier Giroud and
winger Mathieu Valbuena all scored goals
and created another to underline both the
newfound team spirit in this team and the
lethal versatility in attack.

“When you score five goals, it’s ecstasy,”
Valbuena said.

France tops the group with six points,
with Ecuador level on three points with
Switzerland after beating Honduras 2-1
Friday.

“It was a great night for us. We hurt
them with our quick attacks and with the
variety of our play,” France coach Didier
Deschamps said.

Giroud and Blasie Matuidi scored a min-
ute apart and Valbuena added another be-
fore halftime.

Benzema made up for a first-half penal-
ty miss with a poacher’s finish in the 67th,
and then turned provider for Moussa Sis-
soko, who made it 5-0 in the 73rd.

“Karim is confirming that he’s in very,
very good form,” Deschamps said.” He’s in
great shape athletically.”

Switzerland pulled two consolation goals
back as Blerim Dzemaili scored with a free
kick in the 81st and Granit Xhaka slotted in
the second in the 87th.

Benzema thought he had scored his sec-
ond — and the goal of the night — but his
curling, first-time strike was ruled out be-
cause Dutch referee Bjorn Kuipers blew
his whistle for full time just seconds before
the shot.

“I didn’t hear the whistle,” he said.

Friday marked the fourth anniversary
of France’s infamous World Cup train-
ing ground strike four years ago in South
Africa, when the players shamed a nation
back home.

How different things look from 2010.

“We have to carry on this way and to
keep this strength, this irreproachable
team spirit we have,” Valbuena said.

France has scored eight goals in two
games in the tournament and Benzema
could even afford to miss a penalty.

“It’s a huge satisfaction within the team
but we’re not going to get carried away,”
Deschamps said.

Ecuador
holds off
Honduras

By PaN PyLas
The Associated Press

CURITIBA, Brazil — A little under a
year after the sudden death of star striker
Christian Benitez, Ecuador has unearthed
anew goal-scoring dynamo.

Enner Valencia’s two calmly taken goals
that secured a 2-1 comeback win over Hon-
duras on Friday took his tournament tally
to three and put the team in second place in
a group that is likely to be won by France.

Valencia, who plays for Mexican club
Pachuca, only secured his position in the
Ecuador starting lineup after Benitez died
from a heart problem last July.

“He hasn’t even celebrated a year with
us. I think he’s grown a lot, improved a lot,”
Ecuador coach Reinaldo Rueda said of his
new star forward.

Valencia, who is no relation to captain
Antonio Valencia, hopes the “joy” that the
win has generated will help inspire the
team in its crucial final Group E match
against France, which has tallied eight
goals and conceded two in a pair of domi-
nating wins.

Ecuador has three competition points,
level with Switzerland but ahead on goal
differential after the Swiss lost 5-2 to
France earlier Friday.

Honduras, which has never won a World
Cup match, isn’t completely out of conten-
tion despite its two losses but it faces an
uphill battle ahead of its last group game
against Switzerland.

“We still have that possibility, though it
is remote and we will fight for it,” Hondu-
ras coach Luis Fernando Suarez said.

Rueda praised the Honduras team for
its tenacity and expressed the hope that
his former charges could do Ecuador a
favor by beating the Swiss. Rueda steered
Honduras at the last World Cup in South
Africa.

Should Honduras beat Switzerland,
Ecuador would only need a draw against
France to advance to the knockout round of
the World Cup for only the second time.

The first time Ecuador qualified for the
second round was in 2006 and, coinciden-
tally, the team was then was managed by
current Honduras coach Suarez.

FERNANDO VERGARA/AP

Ecuador’s Enner Valencia celebrates
Friday after scoring his team’s first
goal against Honduras goalkeeper Noel
Valladares during Group E action at the
Arena da Baixada in Curitiba, Brazil.
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Costa Rica players celebrate following the team’s 1-0 Group D victory over ltaly at the Arena
Pernambuco in Recife, Brazil on Friday. The Costa Rica victory eliminated England.

Costa Rica upsets Italy

Group D underdogs on top after win over 4-time champs

By ANDREW DAMPF
The Associated Press

RECIFE, Brazil — Costa Rica
has turned the table on the team’s
World Cup expectations.

Or at least on everyone else’s
expectations.

Costa Rica followed up its sur-
prise win over Uruguay with
another World Cup stunner on
Friday, beating four-time cham-
pion Italy 1-0 to secure a spot
in the next round and eliminate
England in the process.

After entering the tournament
as an expected underdog in a
group featuring three former
world champions, Costa Rica is
now on top.

“Maybe there are a lot of peo-
ple who didn’t have faith in us
because we were in the ‘Group
of Death,’ said Costa Rica cap-
tain Bryan Ruiz, who scored the
key goal. “But the other guys are
the ones who are dead and we’re
going to the next round.”

Ruiz gave his side the lead in
the 44th minute, heading in off
the underside of the crossbar fol-
lowing a cross from Junior Diaz.
Goal-line technology was used to
show that the ball bounced down
and in after hitting the bar.

There was a frenetic end to
the first half, as moments before
Ruiz’s goal Costa Rica had a pen-
alty appeal waved away when
striker Joel Campbell was bun-
dled over by Giorgio Chiellini.

Costa Rica leads Group D
with six points, while Italy and
Uruguay have three each before
Tuesday’s showdown. England
has zero points after losing to
Italy and Uruguay.

Italy (1934, 1938, 1982, 2006),
Uruguay (1930, 1950) and Eng-

Hassan Ammar/AP

Costa Rica’s head coach Jorge
Luis Pinto celebrates his team’s
1-0 victory over four-time
champion [ltaly on Friday. The
win helped Costa Rica secure a
spot in the next round.

land (1966) have won a combined
seven World Cups.

Costa Rica’s only other ap-
pearance in the knockout phase
came in its World Cup debut in
1990, when it beat Sweden and
Scotland under experienced
coach Bora Milutinovic before
ultimately getting eliminated by
Czechoslovakia.

“Those who haven’t supported
us may believe in us right now,”
Ruiz said.

Italy, meanwhile, can still ad-
vance with a win or even a draw
with Uruguay, since it leads on
goal differential, which is the first
qualifying criteria.

“We gave our all. They did well
to block every pass,” Italy coach
Cesare Prandelli said. “There’s
no worry now. We just need to re-
gain our energy.”

It was exactly 24 years ago to
the day that Costa Rica beat Swe-
den 2-1 to advance at the tourna-
ment in Italy.

“There are no more Cinderellas
in football, especially in a compe-
tition like the World Cup,” Italy
captain Gianluigi Buffon said.

It marked the fourth consecu-
tive World Cup in which Italy
failed to win its second match,
although only in 2010 did the Az-
zurri not advance.

“We’ll play a great match
against Uruguay,” second-half
Italy substitute Antonio Cassano
said. “I'm convinced we will. ... If
‘we regain our energy we can (ad-
vance) comfortably.”

While it was nowhere near as
hot as Italy feared at the Arena
Pernambuco — 84 degrees and
70 percent humidity according to
FIFA — the Azzurri still strug-
gled to keep up with the speedy
Ticos for long stretches.

Costa Rica coach Jorge Luis
Pinto lined up five defenders but
his squad was able advance for-
ward with one swift, sweeping
movement — just like in the 3-1
win over Uruguay.

“It’s a deserved defeat,” Pran-
delli said. “They were much
more aggressive than us. They
kept coming constantly and we
weren’t able to stop them.”
Andrew Dampf can be followed at
www.twitter.com/asdampf

Court: Water breaks
should be mandatory

By TaLEs AzzoNt
The Associated Press

TERESOPOLIS, Brazil — A
Brazilian court on Friday or-
dered FIFA to introduce manda-
tory breaks for players in World
Cup matches played in high
temperatures.

A labor court in the capital of
Brasiliaissued a temporary injunc-
tion saying the breaks are required
near the 30th minute of each half
so players can get hydrated.

The breaks are now mandatory
when temperatures reach 89.6
Fahrenheit in the Wet Bulb Globe
Temperature index, which takes
into account factors such as time
of day, cloud cover, wind, humid-
ity and location.

The court said in a statement
that the ruling was made after
nearly two hours of failed nego-
tiations involving FIFA and local
prosecutors on Friday.

FIFA said it had already rec-
ommended the breaks in such
weather conditions and told The
Associated Press that the labor
court had merely confirmed the
pre-established guidelines.

The court earlier said that the
injunction was necessary be-
cause there was nothing assuring
that FIFA would enforce its own
guidelines.

FIFA said that no World Cup
match so far has had tempera-
tures higher than 82.4 Fahrenheit
in the heat stress index.

Prosecutors wanted the breaks
to be implemented when the tem-
perature reached 86 in the index,
but the judge said that he would
accept the higher FIFA limit be-
cause it wasn’t evident that the

small difference would “endan-
ger the players’ health.”

“I think that obliging FIFA to
enforce its own norm is not a mea-
sure that jeopardizes the com-
petition,” judge Rogerio Neiva
Pinheiro said in his ruling.

He said FIFA must pay about
$90,000 for each match in which
the ruling isn’t enforced.

The court also said football’s
world governing body is respon-
sible for registering the tempera-
ture during matches by using
certified equipment.

Brazil’s players’ union took
legal again against FIFA recent-
ly, demanding it change kickoff
times of all 24 matches that were
scheduled for 1 p.m. local time to
avoid subjecting athletes to the
risks of playing in “intense heat.”

FIFA had said at the time that it
would not change the start times,
or make the cooling breaks man-
datory, because it spent nearly two
years analyzing the tournament’s
schedule and always took into con-
sideration the players’ health.

FIFA had previously altered
the starting times of seven World
Cup matches in the most hot and
humid host cities.

Winter is starting in Brazil, but
it remains hot and humid in many
of the 12 host cities, particularly
in the northeastern and northern
regions.

There was special concern with
the jungle city of Manaus, where
humidity is expected to signifi-
cantly affect players’ performanc-
es. It happened in the England vs.
Italy match last week, when play-
ers and fans complained of the
conditions.

RicarDo MAzALAN/AP

Italy’s Andrea Pirlo cools off with water during the Group D match
between ltaly and Costa Rica at the Arena Permambuco in Recife,
Brazil, on Friday. A Brazilian court ordered Friday that FIFA must
introduce mandatory water breaks in World Cup matches played
when the Wet Bulb Globe Temperature index reaches 89.6 degrees.
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Stopping Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo will
be key for the US to earn a win Sunday.

US has plan to contain Ronaldo

Portugal’s superstar forward center of attention for Klinsmann

By STEVEN GOFF
The Washington Post

SAO PAULDO, Brazil — In the wee hours
Tuesday morning, as the U.S. national
soccer team’s charter traced the Atlantic
coast in returning to base from its World
Cup opener up north, the coaching staff’s
attention pivoted to Portugal.

And pivoting to Portugal meant pivoting
to superstar Cristiano Ronaldo.

Since FIFA conducted the group draw
in December, dropping the Americans into
the same quartet as the planet’s premier
performer, Coach Jurgen Klinsmann and
his assistants have done the groundwork —
scouting, studying and plotting for Sunday’s
match at Arena da Amazonia in Manaus.

Now they must implement the plan. If
done effectively, the Americans could se-
cure passage to the round of 16 for the sec-
ond consecutive World Cup.

Klinsmann will not reveal his tactics
until Argentine referee Nestor Pitana
sounds the opening whistle, but the nature
of soccer suggests a collective effort involv-
ing both attacking and defensive elements
to suppress a player of Ronaldo’s caliber.

“You've got to be on high alert when he
touches the ball,” midfielder Kyle Becker-
man said, “because he’s just so dangerous.”

The Real Madrid winger scored 51 goals
in 47 matches across all competitions in
2013-14, ending Lionel Messi’s four-year
reign as world player of the year. Ronaldo
has posted 252 goals in 246 appearances
since joining the Spanish titans in 2009
— the primary reason he is, according to
Forbes magazine, the world’s second high-
est-compensated athlete at more than $80
million ($52 million in pre-tax salary, $28
million in global endorsements).

At the World Cup, however, speculation
has swirled around Ronaldo’s physical con-

dition. He has undergone treatment for leg
injuries, triggering reports that he would
have to drop out of the tournament.

On Friday, though, teammate Helder
Postiga told reporters at the team’s train-
ing base near Sao Paulo that “he’s training
with us, he’s practicing with us and he’s
doing all the exercises. I'm not a doctor
but I don’t think [Ronaldo’s playing status]
is in question. He has been training at his
maximum.”

The Americans have not lowered their
guard, despite Portugal being in a wound-
ed state from the defeat, defender Pepe’s
red-card suspension and injuries to sev-
eral other starters.

“We feel that we have a great game plan
in eliminating certain things, but they’re
all dangerous,” United States forward
Chris Wondolowski said. “Right now we’re
still just fine-tuning that game plan in how
to stop that whole team.”

Ricarpo MazaLan/AP

A United States fan celebrates after the United States’ group G World Cup victory over Ghana at the
Arena das Dunas in Natal, Brazil, on Monday. The United States won the match 2-1.

Americans out in force in Brazil

By BRETT MARTEL
The Associated Press

RECIFE, Brazil — Some want-
ed to play soccer barefoot on the
beach with Brazilians, experienc-
ing for themselves those roman-
ticized images they’d seen on
TV. Others dreamed of attending
meaningful games in the home-
land of Pele, soaking up the pas-
sion for the game permeating not
just the stadiums, but every cor-
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If they could do that, maybe tip
back a few caipirinhas, munch
on coxinhas, take a dip in the
south Atlantic, and cheer on the
U.S. national team, what a trip it
would be.

Brazil turned out to be the per-
fect place for the traveling Amer-
ican fan base to come into its own
at the World Cup — to gather fes-

tively before games on foreign
soil and take over arenas during
matches.

“Huge party! It was awesome,”
Miami resident Katie McCrath
said of a gathering hosted by the
booster club American Outlaws
before Monday’s tournament
opener for the U.S., a 2-1 triumph
over Ghana in Natal. “They filled
the streets.”

They filled a large part of the
stadium, too.

“That was one of the really
neat things about the first game
— hearing the national anthem
and it almost feeling like a home
game,” midfielder Kyle Becker-
man said as the U.S. prepared
for its next match Sunday against
Portugal in Manaus. “Being far
away and having all those fans
there for us was just an amazing
feeling.”

South America’s largest coun-
try is one in which influences
from Europe, Africa and the
Americas are mixed in a tropi-
cal climate and on bountiful land
with stunning scenery. Combine
all that with Brazil's renowned
enthusiasm for “o jogo bonito,” or
the beautiful game, and the 2014
World Cup becomes a two-for-
one bucket-list opportunity for
fans across the globe. Americans
have seized it in force.

According to FIFA, more than
200,000 tickets for games in
Brazil were purchased by U.S.
residents. While a chunk of those
residents surely have ancestry
in soccer-loving countries like
Mexico, that figure ranked sec-
ond among all nations worldwide,
behind only the host country.
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