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DOD: Some
Crisis WI" base stores

in US
test West’s shut down
threshold

for pain

Stars and Stripes
WASHINGTON — Despite ear-
By JouN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

lier promises that no commissar-
ies would be closed as a result of

STUTTGART, Germany
he seizure of Crimea could

proposed pay and benefits cuts, a
become the first in a series

Pentagon official told lawmakers
Wednesday that some closures
might happen.

To slow the growth in personnel
costs, which have increased 83
percent since 2001, the Defense
Department proposed cutting

commi

mis-
of power plays by an em- Industry sary subsi-
boldened Vladimir Putin officials dies when it

to redraw post-Cold War lines un- submitted

less the United States and its allies its  fiscal
impose severe economic penalties 2015 bud-
against Russia spd blsesthls do- have warned £°! ratest
ANALYSIS  That's the view of that the month.
s some analysts, who

subsidy cuts  Over a
might force  three-year
commissaries Period
the subsi-
to close dies would
because of decrease
the loss of  from 514
- billion an-
business nually  to
from patrons $400° mil-
being turned 11}“)“: al-

though
off by the overseas

say Europe is un-
likely to stomach the costs of neces-
sary sanctions and military options
that would deter Russia from future
land grabs.

“The U.S. has made a reasonable
start here, but just how far is this
going to go and do we have the appe-
tite to inflict a higher level of pain?”
said John Lough, a Russia expert
at the Chatham House in London.
“Damaging the Russian economy is
going to hurt us as well. The Russian

appetite for pain could be higher |30|_( of commis-
than ours.” savings. saries and
The U.S. and the European Union those in

remote locations will continue
receiving direct subsidies to ease
the burden on servicemembers
and their families. The commis-
sary cut will be accomplished not
by closing any commissaries, but
by reducing the savings relative
to civilian markets that patrons
enjoy. Under the DOD’s plan,
those savings will go from about
30 percent to 10 percent.

“We are not shutting down
any commissaries. We recom-
mend gradually phasing out some
subsidies but only for domestic
commissaries that are not in re-

will phase in sanctions, which in-
clude immediate suspension of talks
on closer economic cooperation
between Europe and Russia, and
a freeze on assets and travel for a
small number of Russian figures.
Those measures will expand if Putin
signs a treaty to annex Crimea, EU
leaders said.

But expanding economic sanc-
tions to include Russia’s vast petro-
chemical industry could threaten
an energy-dependent Europe, which
is only beginning to emerge from
years of economic stagnation.

Germany, Europe’s economic

Ouvier HosLeT/AP

powerhouse, Wﬂ‘ﬂd_ be ESPECiauy af-  From left, President Barack Obama and Belgium’s King Philippe and Prime Minister Elio Di Rupo mote locations,” Secretary of De-
fected because of its close business  walk among graves Wednesday at Flanders Field ican C y in Waregem, i fense Chuck Hagel told senators
ties to Russia, which involve the auto  Qhama used his one-day trip to shore up commitments he received from allies in The Hague, after the budget proposal was
industry and energy interests. Netherlands. During this trip to Europe, Obama and European Union members have shown a unveiled.

SEE PAIN ON PAGE 10 united front against Russia’s actions in Crimea. SEE STORES ON PAGE 2
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“It wasn't like a big,
crazy party.”

—What wasn't a big party, ac-
cording to an anonymous source,
was a big public relations issue for
the Secret Service. Three agents
who were part of President Barack
Obama's team were recalled after
one of them was found drunk at
their hotel in the Netherlands.

See story on Page 8
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MILITARY

Report: Al-Qaida recruiting in Syria

New information shows effort to plan strikes in the US and Europe

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Al-Qaida’s
senior leadership in Pakistan, in-
cluding Ayman al-Zawahri
veloping a systematic, long-term
plan to create cells in Syria that
would identify, recruit and train
Westerners on how to attack tar-
gets in the West, The New York
Times reported Wednesday.

Dozens of seasoned militant
fighters, including some midlevel
planners, have traveled to Syria
from Pakistan in recent months
in what American intelligence
and counterterrorism officials
fear is an effort to lay the foun-
dation for strikes against Europe
and the United States, the Times
reported, citing new classified in-
telligence assessments based on
electronic intercepts, informers
and social media.

Syria appeals to these opera-
tives because it offers the relative
sanctuary of extremist-held ha-
vens — away from drone strikes
in Afghanistan and Pakistan —
as well as ready access to about
1,200 American and European

Muslims who have gone there to
fight and could be potential re-
cruits to carry out attacks when
they return home.

Senior counterterrorism offi-
cials have voiced fears in recent
months that these Western fight-
ers could be radicalized by the
country’s civil war, the Times
noted.

“We are concerned about the
use of Syrian territory by the al-
Qaida organization to recruit indi-
viduals and develop the capability
to be able not just to carry out at-
tacks inside of Syria, but also to
use Syria as a launching pad,”
John Brennan, the CIA director,
told a House panel recently.

The extremists who concern
Brennan are part of a group of
al-Qaida operatives in Pakistan
that has been severely depleted
in recent years by a decade of
American drone strikes. They
bring a wide range of skills to the
battlefield, such as bomb-build-
ing, small-arms tactics, logistics,
religious indoctrination and plan-
ning, though they are not believed

to have experience in launching
attacks in the West, according to
the report.

Al-Qaida has blessed the cre-
ation of local branches in places
such as Yemen. But the effort in
Syria would signify the first time
that senior al-Qaida leaders had
set up a wing of their own out-
side Pakistan dedicated to con-
ducting attacks against the West,
counterterrorism officials said. It
also has the potential to rejuve-
nate al-Qaida’s central command,
which President Barack Obama
has described as being greatly
diminished.

Some allies disagree, the
Times reported. They also see an
increase in Pakistan-based vet-
erans of al-Qaida among Syrian
rebel groups, but do not see a co-
ordinated plan to attack the West.

“At this stage, it’s a lot less or-
ganized than a directed plan,”
one Western security official told
the Times. “Some fighters are
going to Syria, but they’re going
on an ad hoc basis, not at an orga-
nized level.”

NYC jury convicts
bin Laden son-in-law

NEW YORK — Osama bin Lad-
en’s son-in-law, the voice of fiery
al-Qaida propaganda videotapes
after the Sept. 11 attacks, was con-
victed Wednesday of conspiring to
kill Americans for his role as the
terrorist group’s spokesman.

The verdict came after about
six hours of deliberation over two
days in the case against Kuwaiti
imam Sulaiman Abu Ghaith, the
highest-ranking al-Qaida figure
to face trial on U.S. soil since the
attacks.

Abu Ghaith had testified dur-
ing a three-week trial that he
answered bin Laden’s request in
the hours after the 9/11 attacks
to speak on the widely circu-
lated videos used to recruit new
followers.

Sentencing was set for Sept. 8.
The charges — conspiracy to kill
Americans, conspiring to provide
support to al-Qaida and providing
support to al-Qaida — carry a po-
tential penalty of life in prison.

International Range Complex on Friday with members of the
National Shooting team. Hein and six of his USAMU

Micuaer Moinaro/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Ready for World Cup

Staff Sgt. Joe Hein, U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, trains at Pool

USA

Stores: DOD
budget trims
US subsidies

FROM FRONT PAGE

Because stateside stores will
continue to operate tax-and-rent
free, they will still be able to pro-
vide people with a very good deal,
Hagel said.

But during congressional tes-
timony Wednesday, a top DOD
official said that some stateside
commissaries might in fact have
to shut down due to a loss of busi-
ness that would likely result from
the price increases.

“It’s a possibility; I don’t know
what the probability is,” Freder-
ick Vollrath, assistant secretary
of defense for readiness and force
management, told members of
the Senate Armed Services Sub-
committee on Personnel.

Industry officials and military
associations have warned that
the subsidy cuts might ultimate-
ly force commissaries to close
because of the loss of business
stemming from customers being
turned off by the reduced sav-
ings that accrue from shopping
at commissaries instead of public
retail outlets. Vollrath acknowl-
edged that commissary sales will
likely decline as a result of the
proposed changes.

“In working with some of the
other retail urgamzatwns [we
know that] when your price goes
up the patronage tends to go
down. So we would expect a re-
duction in patronage,” he said.

He predicted that retirees
would be most likely to change
their shopping habits.

“We know that some of the pa-
trons, particularly retirees, will
drive a long distance because
of the current savings, and then
they may not if the savings drop,”
he told the subcommittee. “They
may not drive two hours from
wherever they are retired to come
in to get those savings. So there is
a probability that the patronage
will go down.”

Vollrath hopes the commissar-
ies will maintain enough sales to
stay in business.

“Our hope in working this,
which is an art, [is] that we will
still offer enough benefit that the

will join the rest of Team USA at the International Shooting Sports

From The Associated Press

's Rifle and Pistol World Cup at Fort Benning, Ga

., starting

Fnday, the first match of the 2014 World Cup season.

er bers and their fami-
lies will value that,” he said.
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Twitter: @JHarperStripes

Business

Management

* Associate of Science

* Bachelor of Science
Business Administration
Computer Science
Criminal Justice

* Master of Business

Administration

Computer Science
General Education

* Executive Master of

Business Administration

* Master of Science in
Post Secondary Education

* Master of Public

UNIVERSITY

A future of opportunities.

Political Science Administration

Psychology

1-800-414-5756

° * Master of Science

troy.edu

Social Science

N Criminal Justice
Sport and Fitness Management

Human Resource Management
International Relations
Management

* Bachelor of Agplied Science in
Resources and Technology
Management

eTROY

All degree programs
are 100% online.




Thursday, March 27,2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

SEIRRERERA]

Pace 3

MILITARY

Philippines takes island claims to court

By ERIk SLAVIN
Stars and Stripes

The Philippines is taking China
to international court — and in-
viting U.S. troops into the country
— in a bid to maintain its claims
to islands in the South China Sea.

The court case, filed last year
and soon to approach the tribu-
nal’s version of opening argu-
ments, comes after repeated
standoffs between Chinese ships
and those of the Philippines — a
nation allied to the United States
through a mutual defense treaty.

In nearly all of those cases, the
islands, reefs and rocks in ques-
tion are uninhabited and worth
little themselves. However, they
confer varying rights to the coun-
tries that own them to exploit the
nearby natural resources, includ-
ing fisheries, natural gas and un-
dersea petroleum.

The court ruling could have
great consequences beyond the
Philippines’ borders.

China has disputes over terri-
torial ownership with Vietnam,
Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia
and autonomous Taiwan, which
Beijing claims as its own. It also
claims the Japanese-adminis-
tered Senkaku islands in the East
China Sea, which Chinese call the
Diaoyutai.

The Philippines will submit a
written argument to the Interna-
tional Tribunal for the Law of Sea
by Sunday, said Paul Reichler, the
U.S.-based lead attorney handling
the case. The extensive brief will
argue that a Chinese map com-
monly known as the “9-dash line
map,” which Beijing uses to as-
sert control over about 90 percent
of the South China Sea, violates
international law.

China has said it will not par-
ticipate in the tribunal, located
in The Hague, and Reichler said
Tuesday that he hasn’t seen any
last-minute change of intentions.
However, since both countries
are signatories to the United Na-
tions Convention on the Law of
the Sea, the case can proceed
without China’s presence.

It’s difficult to tell how much
time it will take the five-member
panel of international judges to
rule on the case, Reichler said.
Based on previous court rulings,
China’s lack of involvement could
speed things up.

“We believe [a ruling] will
come before the end of 2015,”
Reichler said.

Making the case

The tribunal can’t rule on the
sovereignty of the hundreds of
islands, reefs and rocks that com-
pose the Spratly Islands and other
groups in the South China Sea.

But it could rule on whether
five of the eight are land fea-
tures, which carry no rights to
resources.

It could also rule that Scarbor-
ough Shoal, a site of st

KeLsy Sanpers/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Sailors man the rails as the U.S. 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge arrives in Manila, the Philippines, for
week.

a port visit last

the military might to do whatever
it wants.

The Philippines is instead count-
ing on any potential victory to rep-
resent a psychological blow, said
Renato Cruz De Castro, professor
of international studies at La Salle
University in the Philippines.

“China will lose face,” De Cas-
tro said. “This is something the
Chinese are very much afraid of.
It would be an action deemed il-
legitimate by the international
community.”

Inmore than 95 percentof cases,
nations comply with international
rulings because of the loss of repu-
tation involved when they fail to do
so, Reichler said.

The court will be able to review
China’s declared positions on the
9-dash line map and its claim to
historical discovery of the Spratly
Islands, Paracel Islands and other
disputed territories. Beijing’s po-
sition states that China discovered
some of the islands in question up
to 2,000 years ago and inhabited
others more than 1,000 years ago.

The 9-dash map that includes
the disputed islands has been used
since 1947, before the communist
regime’s victory in China’s civil
war. However, China has long re-
mained ambiguous about what
the map means, or where it came
from.

In a 2008 U.S. diplomatic cable
published by WikiLeaks, the U.S.
Embassy in Beijing reported that
a senior Chinese government
maritime law expert, Yin Weng-
iang, “admitted” he was unaware
of the historical basis for the nine
dashes, according to Reuters.

In another 2008 cable, senior
Chinese di Zheng Zhen-

between Chinese and Phlhppme
ships, is defined as a rock under
international law, which would
limit China’s claims to any re-
sources beyond 12 nautical miles
of the shoal.

Security analysts recognize that
even if China loses in court, it has

hua gave U.S. diplomats a writ-
ten statement explaining China’s
position.

“The dotted line of the South
China Sea indicates the sover-
eignty of China over the islands in
the South China Sea since ancient
times and demonstrates the long-

standing claims and jurisdiction
practice over the waters of the
South China Sea,” the statement
said, according to Reuters.

China’s attempts to defend the
area have grown increasingly ag-
gressive since those diplomatic
talks.

Earlier this month, Chinese
ships blocked Philippine ships
from resupplying marines sta-
tioned on a rusting WW1II-era ship
run aground near Second Thom-
as Shoal, an uninhabited island
claimed by both countries that lies
about 120 miles west of the Philip-
pine island of Palawan.

A Philippine aircraft dropped
food and water to the marines, a
move that drew the consternation
of Chinese officials.

“The Chinese government has
firm determination and will in
safeguarding national sovereign-
ty, and we will never allow any
form of occupation of the Ren’ai
Reef,” Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Hong Lei told report-
ers March 17, using the Chinese
name for the shoal. “China watch-
es closely and is highly vigilant on
further possible provocations in
the South China Sea by the Philip-
pines, and it must bear all the con-
sequences arising therefrom.”

The US response

United States officials have sup-
ported the Philippines in recent
months, both on a legal and a mili-
tary level.

Many of China’s claims, includ-
ing its attempts to regulate fish-
eries in waters most countries
consider international, clash with
the U.S. vow to guarantee freedom
of navigation in the sea.

In February, Assistant Secre-
tary of State Daniel Russel told
Congress that China’s aggressive
behavior “reflects an incremental
effort by China to assert control
over the area contained in the so-
called ‘9-dash line,’ despite the
objections of its neighbors and

despite the lack of any explanation
or apparent basis under interna-
tional law regarding the scope of
the claim itself.”

Russel added that “we fully sup-
port the right of claimants to exer-
cise rights they may have to avail
themselves of peaceful dlspute
settlement mechanisms” — going
on to note the Philippines’ court
claim as an example.

On March 14, United States sup-
port for the Philippines went a
step further. Pio Lorenzo Batino,
Philippine defense undersecre-
tary, told reporters in Washington
that the deal to allow shared use
of Philippine military bases with
U.S. forces was about 80 percent
done, according to Reuters.

“The proposed agreement
will allow the sharing of defined
areas within certain AFP (Armed
Forces of the Philippines) facili-
ties with elements of the U.S. mili-
tary,” Batino said.

Officials declined to go into fur-
ther details on the future military
arrangements.

The U.S. has also increased mil-
itary engagements and supplies in
recent years. The country’s flag-
ship, along with its second-most
capable vessel, are decommis-
sioned U.S. Coast Guard cutters.

Even those ships can’t compete
with China’s rapidly modernizing
military, which now ranks distant-
ly second in spending to the Unit-
ed States. However, the country’s
recent shift from internal security
to external defense spending, cou-
pled with a stronger agreement
with the U.S., sends Beijing a mes-
sage, De Castro said.

“It would make the Chinese
think twice, that at least we could
put up a fight,” De Castro said.
“But I think it’s a signal also di-
rectly to Washington, D.C. We
will not appease China, so this is
where the value of the alliance
comes in.”

slavin.erik@stripes.com
Twitter: @eslavin_stripes

Say what?
A sample of reader
comments from
stripes.com

Smoke ’em if ya got
’em — but not here

The Navy is considering
a ban on all tobacco sales
on ships and bases due to
health concerns over the high
rate of tobacco use among
sailors, officials say.

Readers respond:

End tobacco sales along with
alcohol. Then lets get rid
of soda and sugary drinks.
Snack foods should go as well.
Candy....gone! Fast food...
gone! ... Oh and those loud and
dangerous guns we use in the
military.....they need to go.

— Stuck_in_Kuni

In time of war we recruit people
that smoke ....... then we tell
them they can't smoke ?

— Drive28

Funny how the chain-smok-
ing, liquor-guzzling WW2
and Korean War generations
were able to defeat both Nazi
Germany and Imperialist Japan
while also verging on going into
Communist China to nip that
problem in the bud.

— de_day

i personally don’t smoke but
this is unfair. its legal every-
where. These are adults right?
Treat them as such.

— None

Sounds like a great opportunity
for any sailor/entrepreneur.
Bring an extra duffel bag of
smokes on board and charge
what the market will bear.
You shouldn’t get in trouble for
competing with MWR.

— Yougottabekiddin

The sooner we die the sooner
you get to quit paying our
medical bills and our retirement
checks. | don't smoke, have no
desire to, and intend to draw
my retirement check as long as
| can. Everytime | see a smoker
— military or non military — |
want to thank them not only for
the contribution they are mak-
ing to MWR/State tax base but
also the shorter duration of full
retirement, Social Security, and
Medicare they'll receive.

— phil_am

Join the fray at:
stripes.com/go/tobaccoban
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Kim Jong Un called more dangerous than father

USFK commander notes North Korea's missile capability and unpredictability of its leader

By AsHLEY RowLAND
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — The
top U.S. military commander in
South Korea told U.S. lawmakers
Tuesday that North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un is more dangerous
and unpredictable than his father.

In testimony that came within
hours of North Korea’s latest mis-
sile launches, Gen. Curtis Scap-
arrotti, who assumed leadership
of U.S. Forces Korea six months
ago, said that of the dozens of
missiles fired by the North since
late February, many were fired
in a demonstration to members
of his regime, as well as the U.S.
and South Korea. It shows that the
North has the capability to launch
missiles “on short notice, with
very little warning,” he told the
Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee in Washington.

The North launched two mid-
range ballistic missiles early
Wednesday on the Korean Pen-
insula. Both missiles fell into the
ocean between the peninsula and
Japan without incident.

The series of missile launches,
‘which began on Feb. 21, have coin-
cided with annual U.S.-South Ko-
rean spring training drills, among

the largest exercises the two allies

most influential senior Party of-

hold each year. The exercises typi-
cally prompt angry criticism from
the North. Last spring Pyongyang
launched an intense period of
threats of war that raised tensions
on the peninsula to their highest
level in years.

But despite the ongoing mis-
sile launches, Pyongyang has
remained relatively quiet dur-
ing this year’s exercises, possibly
due to pressure from neighboring
China. When asked about Beijing’s
willingness to push the North to
return to denuclearization talks,
Scaparrotti said, “I believe we’ve
seen some results of China’s pres-
sure on North Korea ... in the
muted rhetoric of Kim Jong Un in
the past several months, particu-
larly after the assassination of his
uncle.”

Kim ordered the execution of
his uncle and close adviser, Jang
Song Thaek, in December, in a
move that surprised analysts and
led to speculation that Kim might
be trying to control internal chal-
lenges to his power. A Depart-
ment of Defense report released
this month said the purge was
“the most significant step to date
in Kim'’s establishment of his au-
thority, eliminating arguably the

flcldl r from his father’s
era.”

“The sudden and brutal purge
sends a strong message to regime
elites that the formation of factions
or potential challenges to Kim
Jong Un will not be tolerated,” the
annual report to Congress said.

While China does exert influ-
ence over Kim, Scaparrotti told
lawmakers that the Korean dicta-
tor is “clearly” in charge.

“From what I've seen, he also
is an independent actor and will
tend to go his own way, which [I]
believe has frustrated China as
well,” he said.

The U.S. Pacific commander,
Adm. Samuel Locklear, who also
testified, said his top priority in
the Asia-Pacific region is main-
taining stability on the Korean
Peninsula and containing the Kim
regime.

On that front, Scaparrotti said
that replacing U 2 manned sur-
veillance aircraft with Global
Hawk drones — a cost-saving
measure contained in the 2015
defense budget — could hurt the
command’s ability to gather intel-
ligence quickly.

“In my particular case as the
operational commander in Korea,

the U-2 provides some unique ca-
pability that at least presently the
Global Hawk ... won’t provide,
and it will be a loss in intelligence
that’s very important to our indi-
cators and warnings,” he said. “As
they look at the retirement of the
U-2, we have to look at the capa-
bilities of the Global Hawk, and
perhaps building those capabili-
ties so that I don’t have that intel-
ligence loss.”

Scaparrotti also discussed the
consolidation of most U.S. troops
in the country to a location south
of Seoul.

Initial troop movements to
Camp Humphreys — the Pyeong-
taek base that is the centerpiece
of a massive relocation plan for
USFK — have yet to begin, but
should take place this year, he
said.

Most forces will move in 2016,
though the project faces slight
delays.

“We’re on track, fundamental-
1y,” he said. “We’re not exactly on
the timeline, primarily because
of construction, about a three
months’ lag on that. But I think
— I think we’ll be OK,” he said.

The relocation will see most
troops stationed in and north of
Seoul moved to hubs in Pyeong-

taek and Daegu. After the relo-
cation, the number of U.S. forces
stationed in the Humphreys area
will increase from 9,000 to about
24,000. About 2,700 command-
sponsored families would be sta-
tioned in the area, Scaparrotti
said.

U.S. forces were initially sup-
posed to move to Humphreys in
2008, but the project was delayed
to 2012 and again to 2016.

Scaparrotti’s testimony came as
the U.S. and South Korea prepare
to kick off the annual Ssang Young
drill, which he described as “one
of the most comprehensive am-
phibious exercises in the world.”

The drill is part of the ongoing
Foal Eagle field exercise, which
ends next month. Officials have
said this year’s Ssang Young,
which runs Thursday through
April 7, will be larger than in pre-
vious years. Nearly 10,000 U.S.
troops will participate in Ssang
Yong, along with about 4,500
South Korean troops.

Locklear told lawmakers the
U.S. military does not have the
ability to carry out a contested
amphibious operation in the re-
gion during a crisis.

rowland.ashley@stripes.com
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Rear admiral picked
to advise on values

By JENNIFER HLAD
Stars and Stripes

Rear Adm. Margaret Klein will be the
first senior adviser for military profession-
alism, Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel an-
nounced Tuesday.

Klein will report directly to Hagel on
issues related to military ethics, charac-
ter and leadership, mg
Hagel said in a writ-
ten statement.

A flight officer,
Klein was commis-
sioned after she grad-
uated from the U.S.
Naval Academy in
1981, according to her
official biography.

She is the chief of
staff for the strategic
plans and policy di-
rectorate of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Klein “brings to the position a wealth of
operational and leadership experience,”
Hagel said, including experience as the
commandant of midshipmen at the Naval
Academy.

“She knows that ethics and character
are absolute values that must be constantly
reinforced,” he said.

In February, Hagel said some members

Klein

of the military have been falling short of
the high standards they are expected to
meet, and he announced he would appoint
a general officer to his staff to report to
him on ethics and character issues.

“This will be an absolute top priority for
the service secretaries, the service chiefs,
[chairman of the Joint Chiefs] General
Dempsey and me,” Hagel told reporters.

That was a day after CNN reported
that Brig. Gen. Martin Schweitzer was
no longer allowed to brief Hagel because
Schweitzer made inappropriate sexual
comments about a congresswoman in an
email he sent to Army colleagues.

A colonel with the 82nd Airborne Di-
vision at the time, Schweitzer emailed a
colleague that the lawmaker was not only
knowledgeable but also “smoking hot,” ac-
cording to the Dallas Morning News.

Klein will work with the joint staff and
the services to coordinate efforts and re-
port back to Hagel weekly on the progress,
he said.

“Competence and character are not mu-
tually exclusive,” Hagel said. “They are
woven together, and they must be. And an
uncompromising culture of accountability
must exist at every level of command.”

hlad.jennifer@stripes.com
Twitter: @jhlad

Norfolk shooter reported
to have had worker card

By Brock VERGAKIS
The Associated Press

NORFOLK, Va. — A civilian who dis-
armed a guard and fatally shot a sailor
on a docked destroyer before being
killed himself entered the base on a
tractor-trailer with a transportation
worker’s credential, according to the
Navy and a military official.

Navy officials were still searching
for answers Wednesday about what
might have motivated the civilian, who
has not been identified. The civilian
was shot and killed late Monday night
by Navy security forces — a sailor as-
signed to the USS Mahan, said the mili-
tary official, who spoke on condition of
anonymity because the person was not
authorized to publicly release the infor-
mation about the civilian or the victim.

The civilian was authorized to be on
Naval Station Norfolk, the Navy’s larg-
est base, but it wasn’t immediately clear
for what reason or why he would want to
approach the guided-missile destroyer,
which shares a pier with a hospital ship,
the USNS Comfort.

The Navy said the civilian was com-
ing toward the ship’s quarterdeck,
which is traditionally the ceremonial
entry point of a ship, when he got into
a struggle with the Petty Officer of the
Watch, whom he was able to disarm.

The sailor who was killed was the
chief of the guard, a security role, the
military official said. The Navy has not
released his name, but Decondi Mayo
told The Associated Press on Wednes-
day that the victim was his son, sailor
Mark Mayo, of Maryland.

Mayo, 24, had been a military police-
man since completing training in 2008,
and he patrolled the Norfolk base, his
mother, Sharon Blair, told The Herald-
Mail newspaper. He spent his adoles-
cence in Hagerstown, Md., she said.

No other injuries were reported from
Monday’s encounter on the ship.

To get onto the base, civilians must
be escorted or have identification that
allows them to be there. Authorized ci-
vilians include Department of Defense
employees, contractors and military
family members.

Capt. Robert Clark, Naval Station
Norfolk’s commanding officer, said
Tuesday that identification found with
the civilian indicates it is unlikely he
was a military dependent authorized to
be on base for that reason.

Clark said the civilian was found with
a TWIC card, a transportation worker’s
credential issued by the Transportation
Security Administration to personnel
such as truck drivers who require unes-
corted access to secure areas.

Officers’ Club

243-5030

Happy Birthday Navy Chiefs

Club Takemiya

246-8077
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Sunday Brunch

Sundays from 0900 to 1330 in Kosano Dining Room
Sunday Brunch with made-to-order omelets, pancakes,
waffles, and all your breakfast favorites plus a bountiful
salad bar and a great selection of entrees including a
carving station with an ever-changing variety of
delectable roasts. Enjoy our build-your-own cupcake
station and fine selection of desserts, complete with
large beverage selection.

The Gift of Mongolian Promotion

Tuesdays from 1700 to 2100 in Kosano Dining Room

Get eight stamps on your card and we give you a gift
certificate for a $20 Mongolian dinner! Pick up your FREE
card at the cash cage. Make-your- own Mongolian bow!
is only 75¢ per ounce and you get yours free when you
quess the correct price within 5¢. Open to all hands.

CPO Club 243-5506

Saturday, March 29 from 1500 to 1800 in Cove Bar

The CPO Club will be having a birthday salute In honor of
your birthday. Come and enjoy your birthday with great
food and music. The Cove Bar will be opened to only active
duty chiefs, retirees and dependents during this time.

Club Alliance 243-3000

CPO Club Dining room is open to all hands all the time!
Lunch Buffet

Monday through Friday from 1100 to 1330

All-you-can eat buffet with a large variety of offerings
including our Asian and Continental specials. Dining
room open to all hands all the time. Only $9

Hump Day Social Hour

Wednesdays from 1700to 1900 in 3rd Floor Sports Bar
Stop by every Wednesday night after a hard day at work
and enjoy our free all-you-can-eat taco bar filled with all
your favorite toppings. You can catch up on all the latest
scores and news in the sports world, play pool, table
games or sign up for our weekly cut throat cricket dart
game starting at 1830 for your chance to win great prizes
from Club Alliance.

Latin Night:

Thursdays from 1900 to 2400 in Sharky’s Bar

Sharky’s is full of Latin music and dance lovers every
Thursday with Yokosuka's best DJs spin your favorite
videos and songs all night!

Hip-Hop and R&B Dance Night

Fridays from 2000 to 0200 in Sharky’s Bar & Brewery
Listen to the latest and greatest Hip-Hop, R&B and dance
hits played by the best DJ's in Yokosuka!

Sunday Brunch

Sundays from 0900 to 1330

Join us for our International Sunday Brunch, featuring a
mix of breakfast and lunch international cuisines. Crisp
salads and a sweet assortments of desserts to order.
Dinner Family Grab-N-Go Packages

Tired after work? Don't have time to prepare dinner? Stop
by the Club for family whole roasted chicken platters ($22)
and full ($28) or half rack ribs sets($18) which include
mashed potatoes or mac-n-cheese, coleslaw and bread-
sticks for four! Chicken and ribs available a la carte as well!

Negishi Club 242-4151

Coca Cola Day

Saturday, March 29

Receive one free glass of Coca-Cola with each adult or
children’s meal purchased during dinner as we recall the
invention of Coca-Cola on this day back in 1896.
Negishi All Hands’ Club Catering Department

From meetings, receptions, birthdays, and holiday
celebrations, Negishi All Hands’ Club complements any
occasion with delicious party platters that show your
good taste. For more information please call 242-4151 or
045-281-4151.
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American Legion leader looks ahead

Commander says budget woes are real, but so are needs of veterans

By CHris CARROLL
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Amid all the talk of a
shrinking military and declining levels of
readiness, veterans groups are increasing-
ly sounding an alarm of their own — that
federal budget woes could translate into a
shortage of services for veterans just as the
need is growing.

The American Legion, which bills itself
as the nation’s largest wartime veterans
service organization, is meeting for its an-
nual conference in Washington this week,
with leaders testifying before Congress
and members descending on Capitol Hill
to make their concerns known.

American Legion National Commander
Dan Dellinger sat down Tuesday with
Stars and Stripes to discuss the Legion’s
work with legislators, its partnership with
the Department of Veterans affairs and
its plans for the future. The interview has
been condensed for space reasons.

With the Afghanistan War ending and
the ing on a

j fall

y, could
the cracks?

Most definitely. As we’ve seen after pre-
vious wars, once a war is over, the veteran is
forgotten about. We just want to make sure
they continue to get the best health care
possible. With an estimated 1.2 million of
them coming off active duty in the next four
years, we need to make sure that they have
education and jobs, and that they and their
families are being taken care of — medical-
ly, and mentally and psychologically, too.

A big point of the conference this
week is pushing the American Le-
gion’s legislative priorities. How well
are you getting along with Congress at
the moment?

We get good reception in Congress for

the things we back. We all know there’s
a fiscal strain right now, and the Budget
Control Act has had an effect. But the only
sector of America to have its paycheck cut
because of that was veterans, with the 1
percent reduction in COLA [in the recent
two-year bipartisan budget deal.] But Con-
gress rethought it and with our advocacy,
they reversed their decision. But what
got me was that portion was done behind
closed doors.

Speaking of retirement, what's the
Legion’s take on recent Pentagon
ideas about changing the retirement
system for future troops?

They put together [the Military Compen-
sation and Retirement Modernization Com-
mission] to study this, and I'd rather see it
left alone until the commission comes out
with its findings, which are due next Feb-
ruary. Then we’ll take a hard look at each
proposal. I mean, they have so much stuff
flying in the air right now that I'm not re-
ally sure what we could say that would be
accurate at this point.

What do you think about proposals
such as introducing a 401(k)-type sys-
tem, or reduced benefits for working-
age retirees, or becoming eligible for
some retirement payments before 20
years?

We’re going to fight that.

Does the Legion worry about wheth-
er the VA will lack funds to care for a
new wave of veterans?

That is a big concern. It just isn’t that
generation, but it’s also the older genera-
tion. More veterans are coming into the
system — the older veterans now — be-
cause of the limitations in the health care
that they are getting or have access to.
With the new Obamacare, a lot of them are
losing or are going to have to pay a greater

amount of money for private health care,
so they’re coming to the VA. The VA has to
be ready for that plus the 1.2 million who
are now coming back.

How do you grade the ongoing ef-
fort to reduce the VA disability claims
backlog and reduce wait times for
veterans?

They’ve spent a billion dollars trying to
getthe seamless electronic medical records
up and running. They’ve failed miserably.
They need to get it done now, because the
claims process takes so long. It’s an aver-
age now of 282 days — that’s what I saw
two weeks ago from the VA numbers — to
process a claim. And the majority of that
time is waiting for paper records to come.

What'’s the big holdup?

Rightnow they just aren’t staffed. They’ve
been getting the disability backlog down by
22 percent in the last three years, and the
way they’ve done it is through overtime.
If you had more staff you wouldn’t have to
pay overtime, and get it down the way that’s
needed.

What's the Legion doing to help?

We have almost 3,000 volunteer service
officers assisting every day to help veter-
ans through the process. We concentrate
on what we call “fully developed claims,”
‘where all the paperwork’s there once it goes
in. We’re actually seeing less than 100 days
from the time that they process that until
they get a check in hand. I had a discus-
sion with a gentleman in a town I visited
about a month ago who told me: “You just
can’t imagine. I spent six months trying to
get through this bureaucracy.” It was only
when our service office assisted him that
he actually got everything filed. He had his
money in less than 100 days.

How is the American Legion doing as
an organization these days?

Courtesy photo

Dan is the national
of The American Legion.

We're strong. We've got 2.4 million
members and I'm looking to grow this
year and continue to grow. We’ve put in
place a five-year-and-beyond membership
plan to get more members to help run this.
What we do in our communities, too, is just
phenomenal.

What'’s your plan to attract veterans
from recent wars?

I say this: “Build it and they will come.”
And we've built it. We're getting younger
veterans in; they’re coming slowly. It was
10 years after I got off active duty that I
came to the American Legion. I was rais-
ing a family, starting a business, trying to
get my master’s. But when I saw the good
things it was doing in our community,
that’s why I joined. And that’s why they’ll
join — because of what we do for America.
We continue to serve after taking that uni-
form off.

carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

Guantanamo prison hit by TB scare over the summer

By CaroL ROSENBERG
The Miami Herald

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVY
BASE, Cuba — As the U.S. mili-
tary was grappling with the long-
running prisoner hunger strike
last year, U.S. Army guards
and other detention center staff
were simultaneously shaken by
a tuberculosis scare, the prison
camps commander revealed last
week.

No active case was found among
the 2,100-strong Pentagon prison
staff or the 154 captives in their
custody. But the Navy mobilized a
public health team to the remote
base in southeast Cuba over the
summer and into fall to methodi-
cally test both troops and detain-
ees, Rear Adm. Richard Butler
said in an interview Wednesday
with the Miami Herald and EFE
news service.

Most of Guantanamo’s prison-
ers were brought to the prison
camps in Cuba in 2002, where
they’ve been held without charge
or trial ever since. Now, more
than a dozen years later, Butler
said, “well over half of them have
latent TB” — an increase over the
original baseline — and a par-
ticular cause for concern among
extra Navy medical staff sent to

“CAMP DELTA 1 -
MAXIMUM SECURITY

o@o

HONGR BOUND TO DEFEND FREEDOM

Military guards enter the Camp Delta 1 military-run prison at Guan-
tanamo Bay Navy Base, Cuba, in a photo from several years ago.

the base a year ago to cope with
the food protests.

Tuberculosis, caused by a bac-
terium that typically attacks the
lungs, can be fatal. It is spread
through the air from one per-
son to another through coughs
and sneezes. Prison populations
can be particularly vulnerable,

according to the World Health
Organization.

Butler said the suspicions were
fueled by a population of prison-
ers already losing weight in the
food strike. On June 28, when
the U.S. military was still dis-
closing hunger strike figures,
the prison reported a record 106

of the then-166 captives were on
hunger strike. Less than a month
later, on July 16, a record 46 of the
hunger strikers were designated
for forced feedings, strapped to a
restraint chair with a tube snaked
up each captive’s nose if they re-
fused to drink a can of nutritional
supplement on their own.

The crisis in the camp put
guards and the majority of cap-
tives in constant contact for the
first time in years. Before the
strike erupted in early 2013, the
military had systematically given
the captives greater privileges
and independence inside commu-
nal lockups with guards watching
on the outside.

To crush the protest, the mili-
tary put most prisoners under
lockdown, each man alone inside
his cell. Captives were suddenly
dependent on U.S. troops to de-
liver meals and other supplies
through a slot in a steel door.

Troops at the prison had more
close contact with captives: The
Army guard force systematically
searched the genitals of captives
as they came and went from legal
and other meetings, to check for
contraband.

In addition, the guard force
increasingly used a technique

called a “forced-cell-extraction”
on hunger strikers who refused to
leave their cells for tube-feedings
— sending a unit of troops charg-
ing inside a cramped cell to tackle
and shackle a defiant captive for a
tube feeding.

In the aftermath of the TB
scare, Butler said, Navy health
officials have decided to check
each prisoner annually. Some
would get questionnaires asking
if they’ve been coughing a lot, he
said. Other might get blood tests
or chest X-rays.

Forthatreason, themilitary was
maintaining a nearly 1-to-1 ratio
of Navy health provider to prison-
ers even as the hunger strike has
dipped below 40 participants.

Click today...cash today~
www.militaryloans.com

“We love to say yes”*
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Court weighs religious o

By RoBERT BARNES
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — A divided
Supreme Court seemed inclined
to agree Tuesday that the religious
objections of business owners may
protect them from a requirement
in the Affordable Care Act that
health insurance plans cover all
types of contraceptives.

With both spring snow and dem-
onstrators gathering on the side-
walk outside, the justices spent a
spirited 90 minutes debating reli-
gious conviction, equal treatment
for female workers and whether
the court would be opening the
door for religious challenges to all
sorts of government regulation.

It is difficult to predict a pre-
cise outcome based on the jus-
tices’ wide-ranging questions and
statements.

But a majority did seem to come
together on the threshold question
of whether a corporation can even
hold religious views.

The conservative wing of the
court seemed to agree that the
challengers in the two cases —
closely held corporations owned
by families whose religious beliefs
the government does not question
— could be covered by a federal
law that provides great protection
for the exercise of religion.

CHarLES DHARAPAK/AP

Margot Riphagen, of New Orleans, wears a birth control pills
costume as she protests in front of the Supreme Court in
Washington on Tuesday as the court heard a challenge to a birth
control provision in the Affordable Care Act.

For the contraceptive require-
ment to apply to the companies, the
government would have to show
that it has a compelling interest
in enforcing the requirement, that
it does not impose a substantial
burden on religious exercise, and
that there was no less intrusive
way to provide coverage to female
workers.

As is often the case, Justice An-

thony Kennedy — who voted two
years ago to find the health care
law unconstitutional — seemed to
hold the deciding vote.

Some of his remarks and ques-
tions favored the government.
He was concerned, for instance,
about workers being denied cov-
erage to which they were entitled
by law because of their employers”
objections.

Insurance sign-up time extended

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —  People
‘who’ve started applying for health
insurance but aren’t able to fin-
ish before the March 31 enroll-
ment deadline will get extra time,
the Obama administration has
announced.

“We are experiencing a surge in
demand and are making sure that
we will be ready to help consum-
ers whomay be in line by the dead-
line to complete enrollment, either
online or over the phone,” Health
and Human Services spokesman
Aaron Albright said Tuesday.

The White House is scrambling
to meet a goal of 6 million signed
up through new online markets
that offer subsidized private
health insurance to people without
access to coverage on the job. The
HealthCare.gov website got more
that 1 million visitors Monday, and
the administration wants to pre-
vent a repeat of website problems
that soured consumers last fall.

Officials said the grace period
will be available to people on the
honor system, meaning applicants
will have to attest that special
circumstances or complex cases
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prevented them from finishing by
March 31.

It’s unclear how long the exten-
sion will last. Some have urged the
administration to allow until April
15, the tax filing deadline. People
who are due refunds may be will-
ing to put some of that money to-
ward health care premiums.

The latest tweak to the health
care rollout is certain to infuriate
Republican critics of the law. It
follows delays of the law’s require-
ments that medium-sized to large
employers provide coverage or
face fines.
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But Kennedy may have signaled
a deeper concern when he raised
the worry that the government’s
reasoning would mean there was
little that employers could object
to funding. Kennedy told Solicitor
General Donald Verrilli Jr. that
under Verrilli’s view, a corpora-
tion “could be forced in principle
to pay for abortions.”

Verrilli said there are laws
against that.

“But your reasoning would per-
mit that,” Kennedy responded.

Verrilli wanted to talk more
about Kennedy’s other point and
tried to get the justices to focus on
the rights of the employees, who
would be denied the best type of
contraceptive coverage for them.

The three liberal and female
justices were skeptical and ag-
gressive questioners of Paul
Clement, the Washington lawyer
representing two companies that
object to providing coverage for
emergency contraception and in-
trauterine devices.

Justices Sonia Sotomayor and
Elena Kagan continually pressed
Clement on whether his argument
could be extended to employers
that decline to pay for blood trans-
fusions or vaccines because of re-
ligious objections.

“The entire U.S. code” as it ap-
plies to corporations would have

www.A BCtravel.de/

bjections to ACA

to be held to the highest constitu-
tional scrutiny, Kagan said.

“So another employer comes in,
and that employer says, ‘I have a
religious objection to sex discrim-
ination laws.’ And then another
employer comes in, ‘I have a reli-
gious objection to minimum wage
laws” And then another, fam-
ily leave. And then another, child
labor laws,” Kagan said.

Clement said that there is no
reason to believe that would hap-
pen, and that courts could decide
whether such claims had merit.

Also on Tuesday, less than a
mile away, the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the D.C. Circuit heard
a challenge to another part of the
law.

The consolidated cases before
the Supreme Court ask a question
the court has never confronted:
whether the Constitution or the
Religious Freedom Restoration
Act, which protects an individu-
al’'s exercise of religion, extends
to secular, for-profit corporations
and their owners.

The 1993 religious-freedom law
prohibits the federal government
from imposing a “substantial bur-
den” on a person’s exercise of reli-
gion unless there is a “compelling
governmental interest” and the
measure is the least-restrictive
means of achieving the interest.
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Mudslide effort presses on with dogs, hands

By Pauong LE
AND MANUEL VALDES
The Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Wash. — Res-
cuers using small bulldozers and
their bare hands pushed through
sludge strewn with splintered
homes and twisted cars to find
10 more bodies in the debris of a
Washington state mudslide, au-
thorities said.

Despite the grim discoveries
as the search entered its fifth day

d — and the likelihood
that more bodies will be found —
officials were still hoping to find
survivors.

“We haven't lost hope that
there’s a possibility that we can
find somebody alive in some
pocket area,” said Travis Hots, a
county fire chief.

Two bodies were recovered
Tuesday, while eight were locat-
ed in the debris field from Satur-
day’s slide 55 miles northeast of
Seattle, Hots said.

That brings the likely death toll
to 24, though authorities are keep-
ing the official toll at 16 until the
eight other bodies are recovered.

The National Weather Service
said rain and showers forecast
through Saturday in Western
‘Washington will make the search-
and-recovery effort messy and
also increase soil instability in
the area.

Forecasters say 1 to 3 inches
of rain could fall by the week-
end, adding moisture to hillsides,
including the one that gave way
Saturday.

Part of that mudslide blocked
the North Fork of the Stillagua-
mish River at Oso. The river is
flowing through the blockage,
but forecasters say there is some

ue workers
mudslide above the North Fork of the Stillaguamish River as recovery efforts

on Tuesday.

flooding upstream and the threat
of a flash flood downstream if the
debris dam suddenly gave way.

With scores still missing, au-
thorities are working off a list
of 176 people unaccounted for,
though some names were be-
lieved to be duplicates.

Hundreds of rescuers and
heavy equipment operators
slogged through the muck and
rain, following the search dogs
over the unstable surface.

“Going on the last three days
the most effective tool has been
dogs and just our bare hands and
shovels uncovering people,” Hots
said.

As the increasingly desperate
search progressed, reports sur-
faced that warned of the potential
for dangerous landslides in the
community.

A 2010 report commissioned
by Snohomish County to comply
with a federal law warned that

Marcus Yam, THe SeatTie Times/AP

carry an inflatable boat to the flooded area in the debris field caused by the massive

continue near Oso, Wash.,

neighborhoods along the Still-
aguamish were among the high-
est-risk areas, The Seattle Times
reported.

The hillside that collapsed
Saturday outside Oso was one
highlighted as particularly dan-
gerous, said the report by Cali-
fornia-based engineering and
architecture firm Tetra Tech.

A 1999 report by geomorpholo-
gist Daniel Miller, although not
about housing, raises questions

Tep S. WARREN/AP

People gather Tuesday at a
candlelight vigil in Arlington,
Wash., for mudslide victims.

about why residents were allowed
to build homes in the area and
whether officials had taken prop-
er precautions.

“I knew it would fail cata-
strophically in a large-magnitude
event,” though not when it would
happen, said Miller, who was
hired by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers to do the study.

A year later, the Army Corps
of Engineers warned in another
study that lives would be at risk if
the hillside collapsed, The Daily
Herald, of Everett, reported.

Snohomish County Emergency
Department director John Pen-
nington said local authorities
were vigilant about warning the
public of landslide dangers, and
homeowners “were very aware of
the slide potential.”

3 Secret Service agents sent home from Obama detail

By Josn LEDERMAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A Secret
Service agent found drunk by
staff at a Dutch hotel was recalled
to the U.S. along with two of his
colleagues, the day before Presi-
dent Barack Obama was set to ar-
rive in the Netherlands.

Word of another embarrassing
incident to hit the elite agency
came as the president was mid-
way through a weeklong, four-
country trip to Europe and Saudi
Arabia. The Secret Service said
the three agents were benched on
Sunday for “disciplinary reasons”
but declined to elaborate.

The Secret Service was alerted

to the situation by U.S. Embassy
officials in the Netherlands after
hotel staff reported finding the
highly intoxicated agent in the
hotel, said a person familiar with
the situation who wasn’t autho-
rized to discuss the alleged behav-
ior on the record and demanded
anonymity. The other two agents
were deemed complicit because
they didn’t intervene despite
being in a position to assist the
drunken agent or tamp down his
behavior, the person said.

“It wasn’t like a big, crazy
party,” the person said.

The three agents were part of
the president’s Counter Assault
Team, but have been placed on

administrative leave, according
to The Washington Post, which
first reported the disciplinary ac-
tion. The newspaper said one of
the agents was a “team leader.”

Secret Service spokesman Ed
Donovan said the incident did
not compromise the president’s
security in any way. Obama left
the Netherlands late Tuesday
for Brussels, and there were no
known security issues during his
stay.

Still, the incident represents a
fresh blemish for an agency strug-
gling to rehabilitate its tarnished
reputation following a high-pro-
file prostitution scandal and
other allegations of misconduct.

An inspector general’s report in
December concluded there was
no evidence of widespread mis-
conduct, in line with the service’s
longstanding assertion that it has
no tolerance for inappropriate
behavior.

Before Obama travels any-
where abroad, a slew of Secret
Service and other government of-
ficials are dispatched in advance
to prepare the intense security
operation needed to protect the
president in unfamiliar territory.
Typically, counter assault teams
travel with the president in his
motorcade and if he came under
fire, the team would be called
upon to engage any attackers

while the president was hustled
to safety.

Stricter rules implemented in
the wake of the prostitution scan-
dal in Colombia bar agents from
drinking alcohol within 10 hours
of starting a shift.

Obama last year named veteran
Secret Service agent Julia Pier-
son as the agency’s first female
director and signaled his desire
to change the culture at the male-
dominated service. Less than a
year later, two additional officers
were removed from Obama’s de-
tail following allegations of sexu-
ally related misconduct that came
to light after an incident at a hotel
next to the White House.
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Officials:

Senate

considered phone
company option

By EILEEN SULLIVAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee three
years ago secretly considered
— but ultimately rejected — al-
ternate ways for the National Se-
curity Agency to collect and store
massive amounts of Americans’
phone records, The Associated
Press has learned.

One of those options, outlined
in a classified 2011 NSA analy-
sis and reviewed in detail during
closed committee meetings, was
similar to what President Barack
Obama is now advocating: that the
government stop the bulk collec-
tion of Americans’ phone records
and instead ask phone companies
to search their own business re-
cords for terrorism connections.

After reviewing the 2011 NSA
analysis, the Senate overseers de-
cided not to move forward with any
alternate arrangement, according
to two government officials famil-
iar with the review. The officials
spoke on condition of anonymity
because they were not authorized
to discuss the classified report.

The 2011 report is significant
because not much has changed
— operationally — with the
NSA’s phone records program in
the past three years. What has
changed is that Americans now
know the extent of the once-clas-
sified, massive surveillance oper-

ation, and they’re not happy with
what they consider to be invasions
of privacy.

Obama’s decision to call for
changes in the program is not be-
cause he believes the program is
flawed. It’s because he needs to
regain the trust of the American
public.

“I want to emphasize once
again that some of the dangers
that people hypothesize when
it came to bulk data, there were
clear safeguards against,” Obama
said Tuesday in the Netherlands
at the close of a summit on nu-
clear security. “But I recognize
that people were concerned about
what might happen in the future
with that bulk data.”

The bulk collection of Ameri-
cans’ phone records is authorized
under Section 215 of the USA Pa-
triot Act. When the program was
up for reauthorization in 2011, it
was hotly debated behind closed
doors among members of the Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee, said
Democratic Sen. Jay Rockefeller,
amember of the committee.

Most members of that commit-
tee decided that the current sys-
tem in which the NSA holds the
phone records was better than
the alternatives, Rockefeller said.

“It’s the only way,” Rock-
efeller said. Shifting the sole
custody of the records to the
phone companies, he said, would
be “disastrous.”
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Firefighters battle five-alarm Houston blaze

A man views a five-alarm fire that ignited inside an apartment construction site in Houston on Tuesday.
The fire gutted the 396-unit, 4%/2-acre Axis Apartments project in the city’s hip Montrose district. No
injuries have been reported. Fire officials said more than 200 emergency personnel battled the fire for
2%/2 hours before bringing it under control. The cause of the fire is still under investigation.

Honolulu cops may lose hooker exemption

By OskAR GARCIA
The Associated Press

HONOLULU — A key Hawaii
lawmaker considering an anti-
prostitution bill says he and Ho-
nolulu police have agreed to get
rid of a longtime exemption that
allowed police officers to have
sex with prostitutes.

State Sen. Clayton Hee, head of
the Senate Judiciary Committee,
said he and police agreed at a meet-
ing Tuesday that the exemption

—_

ran contrary to popular opinion.
Honolulu police said during
the meeting that they’re OK with
making it expressly illegal for
officers to have sex with prosti-
tutes, as long as undercover offi-
cers can still say they’ll have sex
s0 they can make arrests.
Honolulu police spokeswoman
Teresa Bell told The Associated
Press that officers have never
been allowed to have sex with
prostitutes under departmental
rules, so making it illegal won’t
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change how officers operate.

A bill passed the House without
aclause that would have made sex
with prostitutes illegal for officers
after police lobbied to have the lan-
guage removed, arguing it would
inhibit undercover investigations
by giving criminals knowledge of
what police can and cannot do.

Hee said the version of the bill
that moves through his commit-
tee Friday will remove sexual
penetration from the police ex-
emption from prostitution laws.
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UKRAINE UNREST

Pain: No signs that limited sanctions
have deterred Russia from intervention

FROM FRONT PAGE

As a result, business leaders
have been lobbying against tough
measures.

“Germany will be harder hit
than almost all other countries”
by sanctions, especially if Putin
retaliates by halting gas ship-
ments, Holger Schmieding, chief
economist at Berenberg Bank in
London, told Bloomberg News. “A
stop of Russian energy imports
throughout next winter — that
would stall the European and the
German economic recovery.”

In response to more extensive
economic sanctions, Russia could
look east to China as an alterna-
tive market, leaving Europe in the
lurch.

A week after Russia’s annexa-
tion of Crimea, there is no sign
that limited Western sanctions,
and threats of more to come, have
caused Moscow to reconsider its
intervention in Ukraine. But there
are signs that Putin could already
be looking beyond the peninsula.

Russia has been building up
forces along its eastern border
with Ukraine, prompting worries
that its troops could soon march
across the heart of that country to
seize Trans-Dniester, at

it goes beyond that, it gets much
more complicated politically.
There will be differences in the al-
liance about how forward-leaning
it wants to be,” said Ian Lesser, an
expert with the German Marshall
Fund of the United States.

Beyond the debate over sanc-
tions, if the crisis in Ukraine
persists, it will force a re-exami-
nation of how U.S. military forces
in Europe are positioned as well
as spark a debate over nuclear and
arms control strategies, Lesser
said.

If economic sanctions must be
the primary tool to deter Russia,
experts say, NATO’s efforts to re-
assure alliance members in the
east are also a key aspect in coun-
tering Russia.

“I think there are things NATO
can and will do to deter Russia,”
Lesser said. “This is opening up a
whole set of conversations that go
from crisis management to grand
strategy. None of this will be set-
tled anytime soon.”

NATO’s Article 5 secunty pact
all but rules out a Russian incur-
sion into the former Warsaw Pact
members and Baltic republics.
Russian military intervention in
those countries would be tanta-

enclave in neighboring Moldova
that is home to a Russian-speak-
ing population.

“There is a danger that if Rus-
sia’s leaders continue to think that
Western countries are less-than-
committed to supporting Ukraine,
they will think they can get away
with doing more,” Lough said.

Even if Russia moved to claim
Trans-Dniester, a Western mili-
tary intervention against any Rus-
sian offensive would be virtually
inconceivable given the fact that
Moldova is not a NATO member.

Still, the crisis in Ukraine has
galvanized NATO in recent weeks
as the alliance ratcheted up opera-
tions near Russia’s border. Those
include an air policing mission in
the Baltics and the deployment
of surveillance aircraft along
Ukraine’s western border. NATO
also is examining the need to re-
position forces in other parts of
eastern Europe.

Since the mid-1990s, NATO has
been expanding eastward, taking
in the former Soviet Baltic repub-
lics, the Warsaw Pact nations, and
Croatia and Albania. Putin is un-
likely to venture into any of those
states.

NATO Secretary-GeneraI An-

mount to a large-scale
war. However, other non-NATO
states such as Georgia, which
fought a brief war with Russia
in 2008, and Moldova could be
viewed as fair game by Putin if
he sought to reassert himself in
areas that once fell under the So-
viet Union.

Those ambitions could only
grow if the West failed to take
concrete measures such as harsh
economic sanctions, analysts say.
In addition, the U.S. should bol-
ster military aid to countries at
risk of Russian intimidation, ac-
cording to the global security firm
STRATFOR.

“A failure to engage at this point
would cause countries around
Russia’s periphery, from Estonia
to Azerbaijan, to conclude that
with the United States withdrawn
and Europe fragmented, they
must reach an accommodation
with Russia,” wrote George Fried-
man, chairman of STRATFOR, in
a Tuesday analysis. “This will ex-
pand Russian power and open the
door to Russian influence spread-
ing on the European Peninsula
itself.”

Attack helicopters, communi-
cations systems and anti-missile
should be sent to coun-

ders Fogh
in Brussels on Friday, described
Russia’s actions in Ukraine as
a game-changing event and a
“wake-up call” for Europe as a
whole.

“Our vision of a Europe whole,
free and at peace has been put into
question because this is not an iso-
lated incident,” Rasmussen said.

The redeployment of forces is an
important step in trymg to deter
more Russian aggression and will
reassure wary NATO members,
such as Poland, experts say. What
isn’t clear is how such NATO pos-
turing could dissuade Russia from
conducting interventions in other
regions that don’t enjoy the NATO
security guarantee, known as Ar-
ticle S, which ensures that an at-
tack on one member would trigger
a collective response.

“Article S is iron-clad, but when

tries to counter a growing Russian
threat, Friedman said.

“The United States has an inter-
est in acting early because early
action is cheaper than acting in
the last extremity,” he said.

Lough said Russia’s commod-
ity-based economy would be vul-
nerable to sustained economic
pressure from the West, but that
Europe must be willing to pay
the short-term costs of such ac-
tion. So far, there are few signs
Europe has the appetite for such a
confrontation.

“We’re still in the early stages
of this crisis,” Lough said. “What’s
at stake is the independence of a
country (Ukraine) that is pivotal
to European security. It’s a mis-
take to think we can ignore what
the Russians are doing.”

vandiver.john@stripes.com

Ukrainian soldiers transport tanks from their base in Perevalnoe, outside Simferopol, Crimea, on
Wednesday. Ukraine has started withdrawing troops and weapons from Crimea, now controlled

PaveL GoLovkin/AP

by Russia.

Russia: Ukraine bars plane
crews from leaving aircraft

By NATALIYA VASILYEVA
The Associated Press

MOSCOW — Russia accused
Ukrainian officials on Wednesday
of barring Russian commercial
airline crews from going outside
their planes in Ukrainian airports.
Ukraine denied the allegation.

Tensions between Moscow and
Kievhavebeenrisingsince Russian
forces occupied the Crimean Pen-
insula and stayed there throughout

the referendum earlier this month
when voters overwhelmingly sup-
ported Russia’s annexation.

Russian authorities previously
complained that Ukrainian border
guards have singled out Russian
men at the frontier and blocked
their crossing, fearing that they
may be activists coming to stir up
unrest.

Russia’s foreign ministry said in
a statement that Ukrainian border
guards have been forcing cabin
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crews of Aeroflot, the state-con-
trolled Russian airline, to stay in-
side their planes. The ministry said
the decision violates international
law and ultimately “poses a threat to
the safety of civil aviation” because
the crews cannot rest properly.

Ukrainian soldiers on Tues-
day began their westward jour-
ney from Crimea after Ukraine’s
fledging government ordered the
withdrawal of its troops from the
Black Sea peninsula.
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President Barack Obama speaks during a joint news conference at
the EU-U.S. summit meeting on Wednesday in Brussels.

Obama extols US-Europe
bond amid Russia tension

By Jim KUHNHENN
The Associated Press

BRUSSELS —  President
Barack Obama and European
Union leaders presented a unified
front Wednesday against Russia’s
annexation of Crimea and promot-
ed adoption of trans-Atlantic trade
as an antidote to Russia’s influ-
ence in the region that would help
Europe become less dependent on
Moscow for its energy needs.

Obama said if anyone in Russian
leadership thought they could drive
a wedge between Europe and the
United States through its aggres-
sion, “they clearly miscalculated.”

Obama spoke during a news con-
ference at the Council of the Euro-
pean Union, after a working lunch
with European Council President
Herman Van Rompuy and Euro-
pean Commission President Jose
Manuel Barroso that participants
said was dominated by discussion
of Ukraine. Van Rompuy called
Russia’s action in Crimea “a dis-
grace in the 21st century, and we
will not recognize it.”

Obama said coordination be-
tween the U.S. and Europe on
economic sanctions against Rus-
sia has been excellent and warned
that if Russia continues on its cur-
rent course, “the isolation will
deepen.”

The leaders also expressed
confidence they would reach an
ambitious  trans-Atlantic trade
partnership, which Obama noted
has a Ukraine connection because
it could provide a counterweight
to Russian energy leverage in
Europe.

Obama’s stewardship of U.S.-
European relations has been hurt
by revelations of communications
prying by the U.S. National Se-
curity Agency. Van Rompuy said
EU leaders conveyed their con-
cerns directly to Obama in their
meeting, and Obama agreed to
take aggressive steps to address
the issue. Van Rompuy called for
“equal treatment of EU and U.S.
citizens,” who have more privacy
protections.

With tensions running high
on the continent, Obama ear-
lier called for a recommitment to
peace during a solemn pilgrimage

to Flanders Field American Cem-
etery and Memorial in northwest
Belgium.

“This visit, this hallowed
ground, reminds us that we must
never ever take our progress for
granted,” Obama said. “We must
commit perennially to peace,
which binds us across oceans.”

Followed by the stirring sound
of a bugler playing taps, Obama
joined Belgian Prime Minister
Elio Di Rupo and King Philippe in
laying a trio of wreaths at the white
stone monument at the center of
the cemetery, the site of a signifi-
cant World War I battle. The three

leaders
4 thenwalked
We must among
i some of
commlt the  white
perennially  crosses
to peace, that mark

AT the burial
which binds 1 /5es

us across American
y troops,
oceans. most of
President whom gave
Barack Obama their lives
in liberat-
ing  Bel-

gium from German occupation.

The Belgian leaders did not
mention Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin by name in remarks
afterward, but clearly were refer-
encing his audacious annexation
of Crimea as they recalled the les-
sons of world war.

“Our countries have learned the
hard way that national sovereign-
ty quickly reaches its limits” when
confronted with armed adversar-
ies, who don’t respect that sover-
eignty, said King Philippe.

Obama came to Brussels to
shore up commitments he re-
ceived from allies in The Hague,
Netherlands, to reassure Eastern
European members of NATO that
the alliance will stand by them and
to make a larger point about Euro-
pean security a quarter-century
after the fall of the Iron Curtain.

He held a working lunch with
European Union officials and later
was to meet with NATO Secretary
General Anders Fogh Rasmussen,
embracing the alliance born as a
bulwark against the Soviet Union.

Satellite spots 122 objects
in search for Malaysian jet

By Topp PrrMAN
AND RoB GRIFFITH
The Associated Press

KUALALUMPUR,Malaysia—
A French satellite scanning the
Indian Ocean for remnants of
a missing jetliner found a pos-
sible plane debris field contain-
ing 122 objects, a top Malaysian
official said Wednesday, calling
it “the most credible lead that

Minister Hisham-
muddin Hussein also expressed
exasperation with the anger ris-
ing among missing passengers’
relatives in China, who berated
Malaysian government and air-
line officials earlier in the day in
Beijing. About two-thirds of the
missing are Chinese, but His-
hammuddin pointedly said that
Chinese families “must also un-
derstand that we in Malaysia also
lost our loved ones” as did “so
many other nations.”

Eighteen days into the search
for Malaysian Airlines Flight
370, the latest satellite images are
the first to suggest that a debris
field from the plane — rather
than just a few objects — may be
floating in the southern Indian
Ocean, though no wreckage has
been confirmed. Previously, an
Australian satellite detected two
large objects and a Chinese satel-
lite detected one.

All three finds were made in
roughly the same area, far south-
west of Australia, where a desper-
ate, multinational hunt has been
going on for days.

Clouds obscured the latest sat-
ellite images, but dozens of ob-
jects could be seen in the gaps,
ranging in length from one yard
to 25 yards.

At a news conference in Kuala
Lumpur, Hishammuddin said
some of them “appeared to

LOCATION OF UNENOW! DRIECTS 0% SATELUTE IMAGES DATID 23 MARCH 2054 PROCESSD
Y MALATSIAN REMOTE SEUNG AGENCT [MRSA)
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This graphic shows satellite imagery taken March 23 with the
approximate positions of objects seen floating in the southern Indian
Ocean.

be bright, possibly indicating
solid materials.”

The images were taken Sun-
day and relayed by French-based
Airbus Defence and Space, a divi-
sion of Europe’s Airbus Group; its
businesses include the operation
of satellites and satellite commu-
nications. The company said in
a statement that it has mobilized
five observation satellites, includ-
ing two that can produce very
high resolution images, to help
locate the plane.

Various floating objects have
been spotted in the area by planes
over the last week, including on
Wednesday, when the Australian
Maritime Safety Authority said
three more objects were seen. The
authority said two objects seen

from a civil aircraft appeared to be
rope, and that a New Zealand mili-
tary plane spotted a blue object.

None of the objects was seen on
a second pass, a frustration that
has been repeated several times
in the hunt for Flight 370, missing
since March 8 with 239 people
aboard.

Australian officials did not say
whether they received the French
imagery in time for search planes
out at sea to look for the possible
debris field, and did not return
repeated phone messages seek-
ing further comment.

It remains uncertain whether
any of the objects seen came
from the plane; they could have
come from a cargo ship or some-
thing else.

Turkish court orders halt to Twitter ban

The Associated Press

ANKARA, Turkey — A Turkish
court ordered the telecommuni-
cations authority to restore access
to Twitter on Wednesday, issuing
a temporary injunction five days
after the government blocked the
social network in Turkey.

Deputy Prime Minister Bulent
Arinc told reporters the telecom-

munications authority would
obey the court decision when it
received official notice, but re-
served the right to appeal.

The ban came shortly after
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan threatened to “rip out the
roots” of the social network
that has been a conduit for links
to recordings suggesting govern-
ment corruption.

The telecommunications au-
thority had closed off access to
Twitter, accusing it of disobeying
Turkish court orders to remove
content. The move drew interna-
tional criticism and many Turkish
users flouted the ban, finding im-
mediate ways to circumvent it.

Even Turkish President Abdul-
lah Gul tweeted his opposition
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OPINION

Geography puts Ukraine in tough position

By GeorGe F. WiLL

WASHINGTON
gor Stravinsky, the Russian com-
poser, said of Poland, perilously posi-
tioned between Russia and Germany:
“If you pitch your tent in the middle

of Fifth Avenue, it is quite likely you will
be run over by a bus.” Poland has been run
over hard and often; indeed, between 1795
and 1918 it disappeared from the map of
Europe.

Geography need not be destiny, but it
matters, as Ukraine is being reminded.
During its hazardous path to the present,
all or bits of it have been parts of Poland,
the Austro-Hungarian empire, the Ot-
toman empire, the Russian empire, the
Soviet Union and now another Russian em-
pire. Czarist Russia, which Lenin called
“the prison of the peoples,” is re-emerging
and has in Vladimir Putin an ambitious
warden.

In last week’s Kremlin address, he said,
“Do not believe those who want you to fear
Russia, shouting that other regions will
follow Crimea. We do not want to divide
Ukraine; we do not need that.” The word
“need” is not reassuring. It suggests that
Russia’s needs are self-legitimizing, and
recalls the definition of a barbarian as
someone who thinks his appetites are their
own justification.

Speaking of which: Six months after
Germany’s absorption of Austria, which
was quickly ratified by a plebiscite, Adolf
Hitler, on Sept. 26, 1938, spoke about the
Sudeten region of Czechoslovakia, home
of many ethnic and linguistic Germans.
Speaking three days before the Munich
Conference began, he said, “This is the last
territorial demand I have to make in Eu-

rope.” On March 15, 1939, six months after
Germany’s annexation of the Sudetenland
agreed to at Munich, Hitler swallowed the
rest of Czechoslovakia.

Then his attention turned to “protect-
ing” the German-speaking population in
Poland. On Sept. 1, 1939, Germany invad-
ed Poland on the pretext of responding to
a Polish provocation. Ten days before, he
had told senior military officers: “I shall
give a propagandistic cause for starting
the war, whether it be plausible or not. The
victor shall not be asked, later on, whether
we told the truth or not.” On the night of
Aug. 31, a German prisoner was dressed in
a Polish uniform, killed and displayed as
a casualty of a Polish attack on a German
radio station.

Putin, whose lamented Soviet Union was
then Hitler’s ally, knows Hitler’s tactics. If
Putin had a sense of humor he would jus-
tify as “R2P” his policy of bringing home
to the safety of mother Russia many of the
Russians residing in contiguous countries.
R2P — “responsibility to protect” — was
the moral principle the Obama administra-
tion invoked to justify involvement in the
seven-month assault on Moammar Gad-
hafi, who posed no threat to us but suppos-
edly did to Libyans.

On Sept. 26, 1938, Hitler said “10 million
Germans” lived “in two large contiguous
regions” outside the Reich, and that “if
I were simply to renounce 10 million ... I
would then have no moral right to be fueh-
rer of the German people.” Putin, whose
Russia had about 142 million people before
he added the 2 million in Crimea, must en-
velop many more if he is to match the 200
million the last czar, Nicholas II, ruled 100
years ago.

Can NATO help restrain Putin? After
NATO was created in 1949, its first secre-
tary general, Lord Ismay, said its purpose
was to protect Europe by keeping “the Rus-
sians out, the Americans in and the Ger-
mans down.” The task of keeping Russia
out of its neighbors is being complicated by
something that would have improved the
last century — German passivity. Angela
Merkel may think that bringing Barack
Obama to a confrontation with Putin is like
bringing a knife — a butter knife — to a
gun fight.

In a recent New Yorker interview,
Obama praised himself for being “com-
fortable with complexity” and unraveled
the Middle East’s complications: “It would
be profoundly in the interest of citizens
throughout the region if Sunnis and Shias
weren’t intent on killing each other.” This
is the president as poseur — detached, la-
conic, arch, almost droll: If only — apolo-
gies to Kipling — the lesser breeds without
the law would behave.

Obama evidently harbors the surreal
hope that Putin will continue to help re-
garding Syria and Iran. Continue? Putin’s
client in Damascus, Bashar Assad, is win-
ning his civil war. And regarding attempts
to halt Iran’s nuclear weapons program,
Putin’s helpfulness, if not fictitious, has
been ineffective.

Obama, always a slayer of straw men, has
eschewed something no one has contem-
plated, “a military excursion in Ukraine.”
The American Heritage Dictionary de-
fines “excursion” as “a usually short jour-
ney made for pleasure.”

George F. Will is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.

Legal heavyweights see Hobby Lobby’s dilemma

By KATHLEEN PARKER

WASHINGTON

hen it comes to tackling com-

plicated legal issues, one would

be hard-pressed to conjure a

less likely partnership than

Harvard law professor Alan Dershowitz

and Baylor University President Ken
Starr.

Well, OK, there was the David Boies and
Ted Olson confederacy fighting for gay
marriage rights after they took opposite
sides during the 2000 Bush-Gore election
dispute. Still, witnessing Dershowitz and
Starr discuss and largely agree on reli-
gious liberty issues raised by the popularly
known Hobby Lobby case was pleasantly
jarring.

The two convened at the Willard Hotel
on Monday, the day before Hobby Lobby
oral arguments were presented to the U.S.
Supreme Court. In a delightful back-and-
forth punctuated by yarns and anecdotes,
the two legal luminaries affirmed at least
two points of agreement: (1) separation of
church and state is good for religion; (2)
corporations are people and people are
corporations (echo Mitt Romney?) and,
therefore, Hobby Lobby should be permit-
ted an exemption from the contraceptive
mandate imposed by the Affordable Care
Act.

Toback and fill a bit: Hobby Lobby Stores
Inc., a family-owned arts and crafts chain
of 500 stores and 13,000 employees, is the
lead plaintiff in a lawsuit against the fed-
eral government. Hobby Lobby President
Steve Green, who told a dinner crowd Mon-
day night that he has distributed Bibles to
a billion people worldwide through his per-
sonal ministry, claims that he shouldn’t be
forced to participate in what he views as

life-terminating contraception, including
1UDs and the so-called morning-after pill.

The core of the argument is that Green’s
business is protected by the Religious
Freedom Restoration Act, passed by Con-
gress and signed by President Bill Clinton
in 1993. The RFRA basically requires that
the government prove “compelling inter-
est” when someone’s religious rights are
“substantially burdened” by what the state
wishes to do. Although individuals and re-
ligious groups are clearly covered by the
RFRA, it isn’t clear whether the RFRA’s
protections also extend to companies.

Dershowitz and Starr kicked off an after-
noon of discussions as part of a symposium
co-sponsored by Baylor University and
Georgetown University’s Berkley Center
for Religion, Peace & World Affairs. Starr,
who pointed out that 84 amicus briefs have
been filed in the case, described the law-
suit as a “conflict of vision” — big govern-
ment versus a family that has devoted itself
to Christian mission work. While Starr’s
stewardship of a Baptist university made
his views unsurprising, Dershowitz’s were
pleasantly jarring.

Proclaiming his love both for religion
and the separation of church and state, he
called the government’s brief “silly and
trivial.” And though he thinks birth control
is good for society — and he approves of
the ACA — neither of those considerations
matter.

It’s the principle.

Contrary to protestations from certain
entities that subvert all issues for political
gain, the case is not about birth control or
women’s rights or even universal health
care. It is, in Dershowitz’s summation,
about “whether or not the statutes in the
penumbra of the Constitution require a re-

ligious exemption.”

Period.

As a final note of clarification, the Green
family did not pick this battle. The federal
government did when it imposed what
could be considered a secular belief sys-
tem on people who happen to be business
owners with strong religious convictions
about abortion and abortifacients.

In a brief sidebar: Don’t you find it curi-
ous that the biological fact of life at concep-
tion is characterized as an article of faith
(religious), while denial of that life vis-a-
vis its involuntary termination is viewed
as ultimately sacred? One of life’s little
mysteries.

‘Whatever one’s views on these matters,
they are of no consequence. The fact that I
personally favor birth control doesn’t alter
the logic of what I've just written. It merely
suits me to believe as I do in order to get
through life as I find most convenient. It
doesn’t make me right, except under sec-
ular law, which a great many people find
less compelling than the higher laws of na-
ture — or of God. Your choice.

In any case, the first principle of reli-
gious freedom should be treated as para-
mount, as often and at every stage possible,
both Starr and Dershowitz agreed. And
both hope that the Supreme Court will find
a way to accommodate Hobby Lobby.

The court’s ruling is expected sometime
in June. In the meantime, one wishes only
to bottle the gracious, erudite and humor-
ous civility of Dershowitz and Starr and in-
fuse the water supply of the nation’s capital.
Perhaps a dash or two of their significant
brain power might also filter through.

Kathleen Parker is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.
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Not voting shouldn’t be a choice in the US

By THOMAS GEOGHEGAN
Bloomberg News

hen this November we elect

the people to lead our coun-

try, maybe 40 percent or even

fewer will go to vote. Is it too
late to stop this disgrace?

To take a page from “Nudge,” by Rich-
ard Thaler and Cass Sunstein, we might try
“nudging” people to vote. Here’s one way: a
personal, guilt-inducing letter of invitation
to everyone to vote, mailed by every secre-
tary of state to every citizen, registered or
not, for whom there is a driver’s license or
state identification of any kind.

Some may groan: If increasing turnout
is the goal, why not change the election
date to Sunday? Why not mail a ballot to
everyone? Indeed, why not have compul-
sory voting?

But apart from starting brawls, all those
things require a change in the law. Nothing,
not one thing, stops the secretary of state
of Illinois, or Massachusetts, or California,
from just sending out an innocent little let-
ter inviting citizens to vote, and reminding
them of their civic obligation to do so.

At the moment, polarization is driving
our politics, and our divided government
leads to gridlock, which frustrates voters
and makes it all seem pointless. Naming
and shaming people who don’t vote has the
potential to change that.

You might say: “Bah, humbug. No letter
of invitation will have any effect on me.”
You probably don’t even care what your
neighbors are doing.

But we don’t care about you. By your
very reading of this op-ed column, you
have already demonstrated a higher-than-
average propensity to vote. The purpose
here is to prey on people who don’t know
‘what they ought to do.

This little epiphany came to me of late
while traveling in a foreign country, where
they always do things differently — and
in particular, it happened on a trip in Sep-
tember to Berlin, just before the national
elections. A friend there handed me such

LioNEL CIRONNEAU/AP

A child casts his mother’s ballot in a polling station in Frejus, France, in the first round

of the municipal elections on Sunday. Unlike the U.S., some nations, such as Australia
i, . h

and y voting.

a letter of invitation — to be sure, more
stiffly Teutonic than feel-good American
in style. Yet reading it, I felt, well, nudged,
and even envious that I had no chance to be
agood German.

Suppose with a nudge the U.S. voting
rate in 2014 went up from the typical 40
percent to S0 percent and maybe from
60 percent to 70 percent in a presidential
year — which is only a modest turnout by
the standard of other democracies on this
planet. Are we so sure that our system of
government would still be so dysfunction-
al? Even a nudge of just two points would
still justify a letter.

Of course, we liberals especially should
be much more than nudge-niks; and if it

get an invi to vote.

were possible legislatively, we should be
swinging a stick. If we require people to
serve on juries, we can require them to
vote — yes, compulsory voting, just like
in Australia and Belgium. “Oh, it’s in the
Constitution that we don’t have to vote.”
Where? In the text, there is neither an ab-
solute right to vote nor a right not to vote. It
simply requires the eligibility be the same
as eligibility for voting for the state Leg-
islature. “Oh, it violates our right to con-
science, or the First Amendment.” How?
It’s fine to cast a blank ballot, as they do
in Australia, which has compulsory vot-
ing — and where you're fined if you don’t.
Once they go to the polling place, they can
do whatever they like.

Besides, not every abridgment of speech
or conduct violates the First Amendment,
and there is nothing “content based” about
an obligation to cast a vote of some kind,
blank or not, which is neutral as to for
whom or how the citizen votes at all. Spare
me the First Amendment — tell it to the tea
party.

It is true the Constitution is broken. But
let’s not blame the Founders too much. It
was our own era that came up with the “si-
lent” filibuster. It was our digital age that
perfected the gerrymander.

Is it possible that the Constitution might
work better if we had voting rates of 80
percent, or perhaps even just 70 percent?
It’s possible. And not because at 70 percent
the Democrats would triumph: They might
not. But both parties would be different.
A bigger percentage of the “99 percent”
or just the “bottom 90 percent” would be
there to ballast against the “1 percent” or
the “10 percent” at the top. The “have-not”
faction, to take a concept from Federalist
No. 10, would be much larger relative to
the “haves,” and all the false conscious-
ness and cognitive dissonance in the world
could not cancel out the good effect. Good
things would start to happen. The problem
of economic inequality at least on the scale
we have would sooner or later solve itself.

Maybe the red states would never do it
— but think what would happen if the blue
states had compulsory voting and the red
states did not. It would pile up popular ma-
jorities so lopsided for the blue-state presi-
dential choice that red states would have to
relent. To keep the Electoral College from
becoming a total joke, they would have to
resort to compulsory voting, too.

Can’t one blue state, just one of them, try
compulsory voting by initiative and see if
it sets off a constitutional chain reaction?
After all, the states are supposed to be
“laboratories for experiment.” That’s why
we have 50.

Thomas Geoghegan is a labor lawyer in Chicago.
He is the author, most recently, of “Were You Born
on the Wrong Continent?”

Female GIs have worked hard to be treated as equals

By Karie MILLER

n 2010, at age 20, I made the decision

to leave the U.S. Military Academy. I

was ranked at the top of my class and

looking forward to along career in the
military, but I was also a lesbian and found
itimpossible to reconcile my desire to serve
as a U.S. Army officer with the daily half-
truths required of me under the “don’t ask,
don’t tell” gay ban. Since that time, I've
watched proudly as the U.S. military has
undergone once-unthinkable changes: the
repeal of “don’t ask, don’t tell,” the lifting
of the ground combat exclusion policy and,
just earlier this month, Senate passage of
arecord number of reforms to the way the
military handles sexual assault.

I know that DADT repeal, the lifting of
the combat exclusion policy and the push
for military criminal justice reform are
not decisions that have just happened to
women. It is not true, as one might think
from media coverage, that the ultimate old
boys club — the Joint Chiefs of Staff — one
day woke up to the necessity of treating
the other 20 percent of the force, women,
as full equals. These are victories that
military women have actively shaped and
influenced for themselves, often working
under the radar, fully part of and loyal to
the institution they’ve helped bring into
the 21st century.

Take the ground combat exclusion pol-
icy. Women have already been in combat
positions for years. In the Iraq and Af-
ghanistan wars, the Marine Corps and the
Army realized that women were necessary
in certain combat units because men could
not conduct pat-downs for weapons at se-
curity checkpoints or engage with Muslim
women according to cultural standards.
The military responded by creating Fe-
male Engagement Teams, or FETs, which
were attached to Army and Marine combat
units. FET members lived in the same for-
ward operating bases, and even conducted
routine patrols with the men, but were not
formally assigned to these units.

In other words, throughout the Irag and
Afghanistan wars, the military was trip-
ping over itself to put women with combat
units while still abiding by its very own
combat exclusion policy.

Not to mention, more than 150 women
laid down their lives in Iraq and Afghani-
stan and another 800 were wounded. They
didn’t die by accident or collateral fire.
These women were Kkilled in action, de-
fending your freedom and mine.

The centrality of women was similarly
obscured during the controversy before,
during and after “don’t ask, don’t tell.”
Much of the conversation during the lifes-
pan of that policy involved high-ranking
military officials throwing around words

like “unit cohesion” and “privacy” with
shower anxiety and, in particular, sau-
sage-gazing, as the ever-present subtext.
The truth of the matter, however, was that
DADT was, to a large extent, a women’s
issue. Lesbians serve at a much higher rate
than gay men in the U.S. military, and were
disproportionately targeted for “don’t ask,
don’t tell” offenses. Although, from 1997 to
2009, they comprised between 14 percent
and 15 percent of gay military personnel,
they were more than twice that proportion
— 30 percent — among those discharged
under DADT.

Since the end of the ban, the most prom-
inent torch-bearers for LGBT equality in
the military have also been women. In
fact, the first openly gay general, and the
second — Brig. Gen. Tammy Smith and
Maj. Gen. Tricia Rose, respectively — are
women. The U.S. armed forces have yet to
see an openly gay male general or flag offi-
cer active in the ranks, despite the fact that
men make up an overwhelming proportion
of the highest ranking officers. Smith and
Rose, just by doing their jobs and being
who they are, have led a quiet revolution.

The shameful, once-secret epidemic of
sexual abuse in the military has become
public knowledge thanks to the bravery
of women: female veterans such as Kori
Cioca (Coast Guard) and Sarah Plummer
(Marine Corps), who came forward to tell

their heartbreaking and brutal stories, and
female veterans in Congress such as Rep.
Tammy Duckworth, D-I11., and Rep. Tulsi
Gabbard, D-Hawaii, who played a large
role in passing much-needed reforms that
bring the military criminal justice system
into the modern day. This despite the fact
that, in truth, the majority of victims of
sexual assault in the ranks — 53 percent
— are men.

It’s easy to see why the distinct contri-
butions of military women are often over-
looked. Our female leaders in the fight for
gender-neutral qualification standards,
the ability to talk about a spouse openly, or
to have a fair shot in the military court sys-
tem have greatly downplayed the histori-
cal nature of their contributions even as
they made an indelible mark on traditional
military culture. When the ultimate goal is
to fit in and be seen as equal, to be labeled
a feminist or an activist — to stand out as a
woman — can seem antithetical to the mis-
sion. Even if these brave warriors — and
their commanders — don’t understand or
acknowledge that the concept of gender
equity is still quite revolutionary, particu-
larly within the military, there’s no reason
we civilians can’t honor their quiet efforts.

Katie Miller is a research associate at the Center
for American Progress.
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Eminem, Outkast top
2014 Lollapalooza lineup

Eminem and Outkast will headline a di-
verse lineup of more than 130 acts at this
year’s three-day Lollapalooza music festi-
val in Chicago, Jane’s Addiction lead sing-
er and Lollapalooza founder Perry Farrell
announced Wednesday.

The lineup also includes recent Gram-
my darling Lorde, rockers Kings of Leon
and Arctic Monkeys and electronic dance
music stars Calvin Harris and Skrillex.

“Every year you're shooting to have just
an incredible bill that people will look at
and say, ‘I'm there,”” Farrell said in an in-
terview. “The music is going to entertain
them and do wonders for their heart and
so is the city.”

This year marks the festival’s 10-year
anniversary in Chicago’s lakefront Grant
Park. This year, acts will perform on eight
stages Aug. 1-3. The full lineup is available
on Lollapalooza’s website, lollapalooza.
com.

Eminem last played Lollapaloozain 2011.
“He’s on top of his game and he’s doing a
great show,” Farrell said. “His live show is
incorporating really well-made video and
guest appearances.”

High speed cause
of actor’s deadly crash

“Fast & Furious” star Paul Walker and
friend Roger Rodas were going up to 94
mph in a 45 mph zone in a Porsche with two
9-year-old tires when they lost control, hit
alight pole and died immediately when the
car burst into flames, according to a new
investigation of the November accident.

Investigators with the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department and Califor-
nia Highway Patrol concluded that unsafe
speed, not mechanical problems, caused
the Nov. 30 crash, the sheriff’s department
said Tuesday.

Based on post-crash calculations, ac-
cident reconstruction specialists with the
Highway Patrol believe Rodas was driving
his 2005 Porsche Carrera GT between 81
mph and 94 mph, according to their in-
vestigative report. The CHP declined to
comment.

The Associated Press reported in De-
cember that investigators had found no
evidence that the car had mechanical
problems and had ruled out debris or other
roadway conditions. Subsequently, Porsche
sent engineers to California to review the
rare car’s wreckage. The engineers found
no problems with the car’s electrical sys-
tems, brakes, throttle, fuel system, steer-
ing, suspension or other systems.

Other news

®m History has found that the key to
the audience’s heart lies with looting and
pillaging. And so the channel has given a
green light to a third season of its dramatic
series “Vikings.” The series has averaged
3.4 million total viewers in its second
season.

B Robin Roberts is taking on some night
work as a guest judge on ABC’s “Dancing
with the Stars.” The “Good Morning Amer-
ica” anchor will appear on the show March
31 in the U.S. alongside the regular panel-
ists. She’s the first of several guest judges
scheduled this season, including Ricky
Martin and Redfoo from the band LMFAO.

® The organizers of New York Comic
Con, ReedPOP, announced Wednesday
they will launch BookCon during Book-
Expo America, a weekend gathering in
New York in late May. The “massive pop
culture” event will feature author John
Grisham, actress-author Amy Poehler and
other well-known guests. BookExpo is pri-
marily a trade show held for booksellers,
librarians and others in the industry. Book-
Con will be open to the general public.

From wire services
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By LAurt NEFF
The Associated Press

pending your days Killing
zombies apparently takes
its toll. Actress Lauren
Cohan said being on
AMC’s “The Walking Dead” for
three seasons has had an effect
¢, on her.
“My temperament has changed
since I've been on the show be-
cause of being immersed in this dark
material all the time,” Cohan said in a
recent interview.

Cohan plays Maggie Greene on the
post-apocalyptic zombie drama. So
far this season [Spoilers ahead!] Mag-
gie has seen her father beheaded, was
separated from her husband and doesn’t
know whether her sister Beth is alive,
dead or undead.

Cohan said that while she loves the
show, it’s sometimes difficult to sepa-
rate herself from her character and that

Dark role takes toll
on ‘Walking Dead’ star

she’s become more “subdued.”

“You come out of doing the show
when you’re like, ‘OK, remember how to
relax and remember picking up hobbies
or whatever, but remembering how to
have frivolity as well has been difficult,”
the 32-year-old actress said.

Cohan said that in some ways, she feels
that she’s changed for the better because
she doesn’t have as many highs and lows
as she used to, but adds that she now has
a “serious feeling in my heart” that she
sometimes wishes wasn’t there.

Maggie and her husband were reunit-
ed in the show’s penultimate episode.
Now the couple and a host of other char-
acters are headed for Terminus, which
promises “sanctuary for all. Those who
arrive survive.”

Is that a good thing? Cohan isn’t giving
away any spoilers for the season finale,
which airs Sunday in the U.S. “It sounds
too good to be true,” Cohan said, adding
that like everything else on the show, “It
probably is.”

Lauren Cohan says it's tough working on the series “The Walking Dead.”

AMC/AP
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Paltrow, Martin separate

The Associated Press

Gwyneth Paltrow and Chris
Martin, one of Hollywood’s
highest-profile couples, are
separating after more than a
decade of marriage, according
to a message posted Tuesday
on the “Iron Man” star’s blog.

Paltrow, 41, and Martin, 37,
were married in 2003. The ac-
tress and the musician have
two children: daughter Apple,
9; and son Moses, 7.

“We have been working hard
for well over a year, some of it
together, some of it separated,
to see what might have been
possible between us, and we
have come to the conclusion

that while we love each other
very much, we will remain
separate,” read the message
titled “Conscious Uncoupling”
on Goop.com.

It was signed by both Pal-
trow and Martin, and a spokes-
woman for Martin confirmed
the separation.

“We are parents first and
foremost, to two incredibly
wonderful children, and we
ask for their and our space and
privacy to be respected at this
difficult time,” the message
also said. “We have always
conducted our relationship pri-
vately, and we hope that as we
consciously uncouple and co-

CouiN Younc-WoLrr, INvision/AP

Gwyneth Paltrow, left, and Chris Martin — in Beverly Hills,
Calif., in January — are separating after 11 years of marriage.

parent, we will be able to con-
tinue in the same manner.”
Martin, the Grammy-win-
ning lead vocalist of Cold-
play, and Paltrow, who won

an Oscar for her performance
in “Shakespeare in Love,”
shared an extraordinary level
of fame in different entertain-
ment mediums.

Angelina Jolie surprises CinemaCon to tout ‘Unbroken’

By JEssicA HERNDON
The Associated Press

Angelina Jolie took to the stage at Cin-
emaCon, the annual convention of theater
exhibitors, on Tuesday to reveal footage
from the upcoming survival saga “Unbro-
ken,” which she directed and produced.

“I wanted to make this film because its
message is one that we all need now more
than ever,” said Jolie in front of the crowd
of theater owners at the Caesars Palace in
Las Vegas.

Shot in Sydney last year, the film tells
the true story of Lou Zamperini, a World
War IT hero and track star who ran in the
1936 Berlin Olympics.

Zamperini, who is played by Jack
O’Connell, spent a harrowing 47 days
afloat in the Pacific Ocean following the

CHris PizzeLLo, INvision/AP

Angelina Jolie, director of “Unbroken,”
introduced a trailer for the film during

a presentation at CinemaCon 2014 on
Tuesday in Las Vegas.

1943 crash of his U.S. military plane. He
spent the following two years as a prisoner
of war after washing up behind Japanese

enemy lines.

Developed originally by Universal Pic-
tures in 1957, the biopic was supposed to
star Tony Curtis, said Universal chair-
woman Donna Langley before introduc-
ing Jolie. But after many false starts, the
project never took shape.

It wasn’t until Zamperini’s story caught
the attention of Jolie, that the film really
began to evolve.

“Unbroken,” to be released in Decem-
ber, is based on Laura Hillenbrand’s book
“Unbroken: A World War II Story of Sur-
vival, Resilience, and Redemption,” which
chronicles Zamperini’s life.

The footage teased revealed affecting
scenes of Zamperini’s struggles, from his
efforts to escape from his military plane
after it crashed into the ocean, to the beat-
ings her underwent as a prisoner.
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‘Thunder’ case suspect THE CENSUS
says he’s mentally ill

The amount
N LAS VEGAS — A man lost by a

accused of firing a gun Shawano

as he tried to make off with cos- County, Wis.,
tumes and props used by Thun- couple in a
der From Down Under male scam.  Gor-

performers in Las Vegas denies
the allegations against him.

In jailhouse interviews Friday
with KLAS-TV and the Las Vegas
Sun, Joey Kadmiri, 24, said he
suffers from mental health and
drug problems and needs outpa-
tient therapy.

He said he’s also convinced all
police are out to get him, and he
believes everyone is an officer
when his hallucinations intensify.

Kadmiri said that’s why he re-
fused to go to court Friday for his
arraignment on felony attempted
murder, armed robbery, burglary
and weapons charges

Suspected robber with
part of till arrested
MAGNA — Police said

U a robbery suspect was
arrested in a Salt Lake City sub-
urb after they found him running
down the street with a ski mask
covering his face, a gun in one
hand and part of a cash register
in the other hand.

Unified Police Lt. Justin Hoyal
said two officers caught the sus-
pect even before the robbery,
which occurred Friday afternoon
at a Magna convenience store,
was reported by an employee in
a 911 call. Hoyal said the suspect
ran away when they tried to stop
him but was apprehended outside
anearby home.

Scott Trumble, 33, is accused
of demanding money from a store
clerk at gunpoint. The suspect
asked for more money but be-
came frustrated after being told
there was no more money. He
then left.

Horses run into parade
spectators; 3 injured
SAN JUAN CAPIST-

CA RANO — Two horses

ran into a crowd at a Southern
California parade, injuring three
spectators, including a double
amputee who was knocked out of
his wheelchair.

Orange County Fire Authority
spokesman Steve Concialdi said
the horses were pulling a car-
riage filled with people when they
bolted at the start of the Swallows
Day Parade route in San Juan
Capistrano.

He said the double amputee was
taken to the hospital with moder-
ate injuries after a horse fell on
him. Two women who stood near-
by suffered minor injuries.

School district bans
lanyards after incident
RAPID CITY — A

s western South Dakota
school district has banned lan-
yards from elementary school
students after a pupil wearing
one began to choke on it when he
got stuck in a swing.

KOTA-TV reported that the 8-
year-old boy was wearing a lan-
yard backward around his neck
when he jumped off the swing and

combat F

MeLiNDA MARTINEZ, THE (ALEXANDRIA, LA.) DAiLY Town TALK/AP

Celebrating troops’ return

Marine Corps veterans John Charles, left, and Glen MacDonald wear gas masks as they are pelted with
colored powder by members of the Alexandria Senior High School softball team during the Freedom Run
at Freedom Fest on Saturday in Pineville, La. The event was held to celebrate the return of troops from

benefit the izatie

Team Red, White and Blue.

the clip got caught in the chain.

The boy’s mother told the sta-
tion her son is going to be OK and
will probably have nothing more
than a scar.

It was a policy at the Rapid City
elementary school to give stu-
dents a lanyard at recess before
lunch hour.

Man drives van into

backyard pool, dies

N MANALAPAN — Police
said a New Jersey man

who drove his minivan off a road,

through a fence and into a swim-

ming pool may have suffered a
medical episode before the dead-

ly accident occurred.

Manalapan police told the
Asbury Park Press that Robert
Koenig, 49, of Marlboro, was west-
bound when his minivan struck a
parked car about 2:20 p.m. Satur-
day and left the roadway.

The van then entered the back-
yard of a residence on a nearby
lane, crashed through a vinyl
fence and sank in the pool.

Police and emergency respond-
ers soon arrived on scene and
went into the pool to try to free
Koenig, who was trapped. He was
pulled unconscious from the pool
and later died at a hospital.

The cause of death hasn’t been
determined.

Race
to the
finish

Bill Lawrence
competes during
the Locust Fork
Classic white-
water slalom

race on the
Locust Fork River

Mark ALMOND,
AL.com/AP

Pedestrian injured
during wild car chase
N NEW YORK — A pe-

destrian was injured
after being struck by a vehicle
fleeing the New York Police
Department.

Authorities said the driver led
police on a wild chase through
the Upper West Side, Central
Park and the Upper East Side on
Sunday night. The New York Post
said the pedestrian was taken
to a hospital with bruising and
scrapes to his leg and right arm.

At one point, the police car
ran into the driver’s fender and

don and Agnes Schlender got a phone
call recently telling them their grandson
was in jail and that they needed to wire
$2,000 to Florida. Agnes Schlender
said they thought they were helping
their grandson, but that wasn't the
case. After talking with their grandson,
they realized it was a scam, but it was
too late: They had wired the money.
Gordon Schlender said they'll be more
aware when “things don't sound just
right.”

Bnn:nmu

Cs?x o2

Hsan/MCT

pushed it onto the curb, sending
pedestrians scrambling out of the
way.

The chase began after police
tried to pull the car over. The rea-
son wasn’t immediately known.

Car crashes into child’s
bedroom; driver hurt
COLUMBUS — A 6-

0 year-old central Ohio
girl escaped serious injury when
a car came crashing into her bed-
room as she slept.

It happened just after midnight
Monday in north Columbus when
the car lost control and hit the
house, shoving in the wall in and
knocking the girl out of her bed.

Columbus police said the crash
happened after the driver of the
car fled officers. The driver, who
likely will be charged with drunk-
en driving, was taken to a hospital
with a broken leg.

No names have been released.

Cops: Man trespassed
at Taylor Swift’s home
R WESTERLY — A Mas-

sachusetts man has been
ordered to stay away from Tay-
lor Swift’s vacation home on the
Rhode Island shore.

The Westerly Sun reported that
Daniel Cole, 38, of Brewster, was
summoned before a state judge
Friday after police say he ignored
previous warnings to not trespass
at Swift's mansion in the Watch
Hill section of Westerly.

Cole pleaded not guilty to tres-
passing and disorderly conduct
charges. A Wakefield District
Court judge issued a no-contact
order and released Cole on per-
sonal recognizance.

Westerly police said Cole
blocked the driveway to Swift’s
home with his pickup truck Dec.
9 and was escorted off the prop-
erty. Police said he returned Dec.
21 and struggled with police while
refusing to leave.

From wire reports’
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Exclusive Harley-Davidson®
Military Branded Apparel
for Men and Women

BUY MORE, SAVE $10 on orders of $50 or more

SAVE MO R E SAVE $20 on orders of $75 or more
MAR. 29 - APR. 15! | SAVE $25 on orders of $100 or more

PLUS Standard FREE SHIPPING on all APO/FPO Deliveries!
Shop today at hdmilitarysales.com/stars. Use Code: SPRING14

[SMOTOR
WARLEF-DAVIZSON
Wz



Pace 18 SEIRRER R

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Thursday, March 27,2014

BUSINESS/WEATHER

Facebook buying virtual reality company

By BARBARA ORTUTAY
AND RyAN NAKASHIMA
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Facebook is
buying virtual reality company
Oculus, betting $2 billion that its
technology will become a new
way for people to communicate,
learn or be entertained.

“This is a long-term bet on the
future of computing,” Facebook
Chief Executive Mark Zuckerberg
said Tuesday on a call with ana-
lysts. “I believe Oculus can be one
of the platforms of the future.”

Irvine, Calif.-based Oculus VR
Inc. makes the Oculus Rift, a vir-
tual reality headset that’s received
alot of attention from video game
developers, though it has yet to
be released for consumers. The
headsets cover a user’s eyes and
create an immersive world that
reacts to turning one’s head or
moving back and forth.

Beyond games, Zuckerberg said
virtual reality headsets might
someday be used to enjoy a court-
side seat at a basketball game,

‘ Imagine
moments

e

study in a classroom, consult with
a doctor face-to-face or shop in a
virtual store. The technology also
has social applications, he said.

“Imagine sharing not just mo-
ments with friends online but en-
tire experiences and adventures,”
he said.

It is Facebook’s second big ac-
quisition in as many months.

Zuckerberg called Oculus a
“unique” company with a major

sharing not just
with friends online

but entire experiences and
adventures. 7

Mark Zuckerberg
Facebook chief executive

Zuckerberg said virtual reality
technology is a computing plat-
form unto itself, comparing it to
personal computers, which revo-
lutionized the world in the 1970s
and 1980s, and mobile phones.

Facebook Inc. said Tuesday
that the deal includes $400 million
in cash and 23.1 million shares
worth about $1.6 billion. Oculus
employees are also eligible for an
additional $300 million if the com-

lead on rivals in 'y, en-
gineering talent and developer in-
terest. Sony Corp. unveiled its own
prototype virtual reality headset
at a game-developers conference
in San Francisco last week.

pany certain targets.
Antonio Rodriguez, general
partner of venture capital fund
Matrix Partners, was an early
investor who put $18.5 million
in Oculus starting last year. He

said he decided to invest within
minutes of trying on a pair of the
goggles.

Rodriguez said virtual reality
could be used to enhance virtual
tours of homes for potential buy-
ers and for getting a flavor for
distant locations before pl

Military rates

South Korean won (March 37)
Commercial rates.

0.
Hong Kong (Dollar)
Hungary (Forint).
Israel (Shekel)

a vacation, say to Cancun.

“Short of the sunburn and the
smell of the sweet Caribbean Sea,
you're getting the whole experi-
ence,” he said. “They’re going to
change the world.”

March 25, 2014

Dow Jones 91.19
industrials 16,367.88
Nasdaq 7.88
composite 4,234.27
Standard & 8.18
Poor’s 500 1,865.62
Russell -0.18
2000 1,178.05

availabie to customers at mi
facilities in the country of issuance

ary banking

for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Klngdcm For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dolfars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

2

Prime rate

30-year bond .

THURSDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST
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Thursday’s US temperatures
City Hi Lo Wthr Chattanooga 63 34 Cldy Fort Wayne 49 30 Rain  Louisville 57 33 Cldy Pocatello 48 33 Snow  Shreveport 73 49 Rain
Abilene, Texas 86 61 PCldy Cheyenne 46 30 Cldy Fresno 70 49 Cldy Lubbock 76 49 Cldy Portland, Maine 34 9 Clr  Sioux City 44 43 Rain
Akron, Ohio 52 20 Cldy Chicago 48 35 Rain  Goodland 5: 38 Cldy Macon 66 35 PCldy Portland, Ore. 54 43 Rain  Sioux Falls 38 37 Snow
Albany, N.Y. 40 9 CIr  Cincinnati 51 29 Snow  Grand Junction 53 36 Rain Madison 45 34 Rain  Providence 41 19 PCldy South Bend 49 32 Rain
Albugquerque 62 42 Cldy Cleveland 52 22 Cldy Grand Rapids 42 25 Cldy Medford 56 42 Rain  Pueblo 60 39 Cldy Spokane 48 36 Rain
Allentown, Pa. 45 17 PCldy Colorado Snrmgs 56 35 Cldy GreatFalls 39 23 Snow  Memphis 66 44 Clr Ra\elgh Durham 58 26 PCldy Springfield, Ill. 56 38 Rain
Amarillo 7143 Clr  Columbia, 64 32 PCldy Green Bay 41 29 Rain Miami Beach 75 59 Cldy a d 44 26 Cldy Springfield, Mo. 65 42 Rain
Anchorage 38 21 PCldy Columbus‘ Ga 66 40 Cldy Greensboro‘ N.C. 57 27 PCldy Midland-Odessa 83 52 Clr 52 36 Cldy Syracuse 3 10 Clr
Asheville 56 25 Cldy Columbus,Ohio 50 26 Rain 47 18 PCldy Milwaukee 45 33 Rain Rlchmond 55 23 PCldy Tallahassee 71 36 Cldy
63 38 Cldy Concord, N.H. 37 6 Clr Hartford Spgfld 43 17 PCldy MDlS St Paul 4 37 Rain Roanoke 54 24 Cldy T 77 50 Cldy
Atlantic City 45 18 PCldy Corpus Christi 80 68 Cldy Hel 43 28 Snow  Miss 46 30 Rain  Rochester 45 13 Clr  Toledo 49 24 Cldy
istin 80 62 Cldy Dallas-Ft. Worth 85 54 Cldy Hunolulu 83 67 PCldy Muhl\e 70 44 Cldy Rockford 48 35 Rain Topeka 65 46 Cldy
Baltimore 48 20 PCldy Dayton 48 29 Snow  Houston 77 59 Rain  Montgomery 70 39 Cldy Sacramento 65 49 Cldy Tucson 74 54 Cir
Baton Rouge 73 51 Cldy Daytona Beach 73 48 Cldy Huntsville 63 37 Cldy Nashville 63 37 St. Louis 63 43 Rain  Tulsa 76 47 Cir
Billings. 39 27 Snow enver 51 33 Cldy Indianapolis 49 32 Rain New Orleans 72 55 76 56 Cldy  Tupelo 66 39 Clr
Birmingham 66 36 Cldy Des Moines 51 44 Rain Jackson, Miss. 747 Cldy New York City 41 20 85 75 Clr  Waco 81 54 Cldy
Bismarck 36 22 Cldy Detroit 4 27 Rain Jacksonville 70 40 Cldy 43 19 lem, Ore. 56 43 Rain  Washington 50 24 PCldy
Boise 53 40 Rain  Duluth 34 25 Snow 36 18 CIr  Norfolk, Va. 50 27 Clr  Salt Lake City 57 40 Snow  W.Palm Beach 74 57 Cldy
Boston 40 19 PCldy ElPaso 75 52 Clr  Kansas City 61 45 Rain North Platte 46 36 Cldy San Angelo 87 58 Clr  Wichita 70 46 Cir
Bridgeport 38 16 PCldy Elkins 57 16 Cldy Key West 78 66 Clr  Oklahoma City 78 48 Clr  San Antonio 85 61 Cldy Wichita Falls 82 3 Cir
Brownsville 82 67 Cldy Erie 48 19 Clr Knoxville 60 31 Cldy maha 50 45 Rain  San Diego 66 60 Cldy Wilkes-Barre 43 12 Cldy
ffalo 46 13 PCldy Eugene 55 43 Rain Lake Charles 71 56 Rain  Orlando 77 50 Cldy San Francisco 63 51 Cldy Wilmington, Del. 45 20 PCldy
Burlington, Vt. 35 6 Clr  Evansville 59 36 Cldy Lansing 43 24 Cldy Paducah 62 39 Cldy SanJose 65 48 Cldy Yakima 55 36 Cldy
Car\’bou, Maine 25 10 CIr  Fairbanks 34 3 Clr Las Vegas 70 53 PCldy Pendleton 52 40 Cldy SanJuan, P.R. 8 73 Clr  Youngstown 17 Cldy
Casp 42 28 Rain Fargo 30 23 Clr  Lexington 56 29 Cldy Peoria 53 38 Rain Santa Fe 59 34 Clr National temperature extremes
Char\esmn S.C. 64 34 PCldy Flagsla" 48 30 PCldy Lincoln 50 45 Cldy Philadelphia 46 21 PCIdy  St. Ste Marie 3 4 Snow  Hi: TuE 96, Death Valley, Calif.
Charleston, W.va. 62 25 Cldy 40 26 Snow  Little Rock 67 46 Rain  Phoenix 75 58 Clr  Savannah 66 36 PCldy Loz e., -27, 1 Mile Northwest Of
Charlotte, N.C. 0 29 Cldy FOr( Smith 71 46 Cldy Los Angeles 68 56 PCldy Pittsburgh 55 21 Cldy Seattle 52 44 Rain C\ayton Lake, Maine
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Attorneys

178

Transportation

US & German Attorneys
US & German Divorces - Employment.
Wills and Probate - Support Issues

Contractor

Issues —

»
99-2069-0

EUROPE'S PREMIER
MILITARY DEFENSE FIRM

« International Shipping
« Import & Export

< Inland trucking (U.S. & Furope)

= Door to door pick-up/delivery service

VEHICLE
SHIPPING SERVICES

= Customs clearance
« All Risk Marine Insurance
= Auto Insurance (Germany only)

GERMANY

+49-6134-2592730
0800-CARSHIP (Germany only)
: el

For Further Information Please Contact
UNITED KINGDOM

+44-117 9381919
0800-7839351 (UK only)

USA
+1-972-602-1670
+1-800-264-8167 (US only)

o.uk

infoatgal.us

servicemembers

Heilbronner Strasse 150,
70191 Stuttgart, Germany

www.militarylawfirm.eu

Phone in Germany: 0711 490 04320

COURT & CARPENTER
Over 45 years defending

Dental

902

American
re

Dental

Services Offered:
Family Dentistry
Certified Orthodontics
Crowns and Veneers
Implant Surgery

Zoom Teeth Whitening
Wisdom Teeth Surgery
Nitrous Oxide
Saturday & Evening Appoin
Caring, Friendly American St

Wiesbaden Dental Care
06119 887 2650

Wiesbadendental.com

Ramstein Dental Care
06371 406230

Post Strasse 1
Ramsteindental.com

Bahnstrasse 14, 65205 Wiesbaden

, 66877 Ramstein

EhTnd

hipuk.co.uk

For 2nd POV Shipments - Offices / Agencies near Military Installations

www.tgalus

Dental 902

Financial Services 904 |T

Over 90% Non-Extraction

Member
iation

. Convenient Payment Plans
American Ass of
Orth

No Referral Necessary
Evening & Weekends
TriCare Provider

Dr. Michael Dillon, DDS, MS (Orthod)
Univ of Maryland, Former USAF
All Treatment Feesin US $

06371-918911

www.dillonortho.com

Lillon

rthodontic

Take the fuss out of packing up for your
everything with Stripes next PCS—sell
Sfree classifieds!

STARSH#STRIPES.

LOANS up to $10,000

For Active Duty U.S. Military

Call Toll Free

Germany: 0800 YES-LOAN
Italy/Belgium: 00800 YES-LOANS
Stateside: +1.931.802.6522

www.yesomni.com

“We love to say yes” "

© Omni Financial - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. Allloans subject to approval

ransportation

Interglobal Shlpplng GmbH
Specialized Shipping to/from the US & Canada
Autos, Household Goods, Personal Belongings

Contact your Pro’s at the Docks today!l!
info@interglobalshipping.de,
www.interglobalshipping.de

2 042”34‘6’ Fax: (042134076565}
Tol [ 7é2 08007000%63 1

M T SUTPPING, AN

0800-522-6274 or 800-WSA-SHIP (972-7447)
info@worldwide-ship.de
www.worldwide-ship.de
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Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a
better handle on issues that affect you most.
No one covers the bases the way we do.
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Pearls Before Swine Dilbert

Dooneshury Get Fuzzy Candorville Non Sequitur

Fort Knox

OV DON'Y

Wit
NEVER BVER LIKE 1772
DRINK

COFFEE.

1 SUPPOSE 1 JUST WANT ONE TWING WHOENER DO You

\T'S FINE. N MY LIFE WHERE I'M NOT /* SUPPOSE DRIPPED COFFEE.
AUTOMATICALLY THE. \ ON THE CARPET,
FIRST SUSPECT. e MR.SPAETZLE?

Mg E

CONSULTANT FROM
BOOZE MUHKIDNEY

ALL I DO IS TRAVEL,
WORK, AND EAT
UNHEALTHY FOOD.

I™ A TOTAL FATLURE
AT MANAGING MY OWN T HAVENT I WAS
LIFE, AND YET PEOPLE SLEPT TOLD THERE
HIRE ME FOR BUSINESS SINCE WOULD BE

HEY RAT, BEFORE WE GET
ANY DEEPER INTQrT:ED

I TRADE,
YOU SHOULD KNOW T HAVE
FAMILY IN THE ‘DRUG
ENFORGEMENT AGENCY. .

OUR LABRADOR BAD

RETRIEVER. LAB/
HES A VERY BAD
BAD DOG. LAB/

RIBAHNATION.
A 0.

TAEY WA MAHKET BEAHS ]
T
B WA

L TREN WENT o WORK.

LEN | RERLIZED THie ot e

GN'T A CONE...5T Wie LA

A BrTCOIN pauLT !

Ot vt ke 357

;ﬁ.\m B UNCRAL UCLCR  AALNBRSRSTALILE DET  Greommios ol

7 | KNEW YOU'D CALL
ME EVENTUALLY. KNOW

HOW | KNEW THATZ. I

7
IN MORE

YOU DIDN'T KNOW
THAT. STOP ACTING
60 COCKY.

SEET TWAT'E HOW | KNEW.
YOURE THE KIND OF FEMALE
WHO THINKS SHE CAN FIX
EVERY PROBLEM.

4&.‘ @"

THAN ONE.

oenie,
MICHAEL

HeysrmE A0E]
HY TOWEL  SEEN
" ulen

SINCE GRANPMA'S NOT
ALKING TO THE GENERAL,

3
T HAP HER
FEELINGS.

WRITE POWN HER

WHAT SHOULP
THE GENERAL PO?

Eugene Sheffer Crossword
2 3 4 6 8

"

5 7

31

34
-
41 |42
47
51
54
ACROSS 55 Arrears 23 Leading man?
1 Story teller 56 Relaxation 24 Charlotte’s
5 Intimicates creation
9 Cushion DOWN 25 Hosp. section
12 Malaria symptom 1 Track circuits 26 D?\phm‘s. cousin
13 Theater award 2 "— Rhythm” 27 2/14 topic
14 Flamenco cheer 3 Emanation 29 Pitch . n
15 Bristly rodent 4 Cookbook entry 30 Blueprint addtion
17 Wace opponent 5 Police officers 35 "Go, team
18 Launderer’s 6 Kimono closer 37 Grand - Dam
challenges 7 Victory 39 Hardly lively
19 Dissuade 8 Dilapidated 40 Coffee
21 ltalian river 9 Subject of a 41 Church area
22 Tier framing? 42 Take a gander (at)
24 Use a paper 10 Lotion additive 43 "Scram!”
towel 11 Antelope’s 44 Zero, in Xechimilco
27 Cover playmate 45 Uses a trowel
28 Designer Spade 16 Popular card 46 Giants lineman
31 Green, in a sense game Chris
32 Fggs 20 “A mouse!” 49 Praise in verse
33 Suffix with 22 Enraged 50 CSA soldier
“president” Answer to Previous Puzzle
34 “Perry Mason” star
36 Energy C A[D| I[N
37 Computer key o M| | [N|E
38 Macadamized S A|S|T|A
40 “Little Women” T S|T|O|R
woman ) A-
41 Islar}d greeting plulp Els
43 Auditory Als ST
stimulants
47 Luau bowlful BlAIS E
48 Vase material - T
51 “Help!” S|P|A
52 Notion L|O|N
53 Advantage O[N|C
54 — out a living B|Y|E
3-27 CRYPTOQUIP
Q ZHCCDZN TNIBYNUQN
RNIQMNIZ SJQEJ EUBSP BFDHA
EPDZN AD AJN YUDHIR TQYJA
FN EBPPNR MDD EUNNCNUZ.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THAT TOWEL CLOTH
IS IN PATHETICALLY POOR SHAPE, AND IT’S
ORDINARY. WHAT A SAD COMMON TERRY.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals Z
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FREE AD Guidelines: STARSWSTRIPESQ

« Free ads are available only DOD ID Card
holders selling personal merchandise.

+ Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads
must contain price and contact information
No websites will be accepted in Free ads.

« Stars and Stripes reserves the right to camera icon go to stripes.com

re-classify, rewrite and reject any ads Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast to view the uploaded photo.
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Navy RB McKamey, 19, dies while in coma

The Associated Press

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — United
States Naval Academy college
football player Will McKamey,
who was hospitalized since col-
lapsing at practice on Saturday,
died Tuesday while in a coma. He
was 19.

The academy said the running
back died at the University of
Maryland Shock Trauma Center
in Baltimore with his family by
his side.

He collapsed during sprmg
practice Saturday and was air-
lifted to the hospital.

Earlier this week, McKamey’s
family said in a statement re-
leased through the school that
their son did not sustain “a bad hit
or unusual or extreme contact.”

McKamey was hospitalized in
2012 with a brain injury but was
cleared to play after seeing four
neurosurgeons and undergoing
several CAT scans and MRISs, his
family said.

He did not play in a game last
season.

Source: Allen gets
$15.5M from Bears

Free agent pass rusher Jared
Allen agreed to terms with the
Bears on a four-year deal to
help replace Julius Peppers in
Chicago.

U.S. NavaL Acabemy/AP

Navy football player Will
McKamey died Tuesday while
in a coma after collapsing at
football practice on Saturday.

A person with knowledge of the
agreement told The Associated
Press that Allen will get $15.5
million guaranteed on a deal that
could be worth as much as $32
million. The person requested
anonymity because the terms of
the deal have not been officially
announced.

The 3l-year-old Allen spent
the previous six seasons with the
NFC North rival Minnesota Vi-
kings. He had 11 sacks last sea-
son and has reached double digits
in sacks for seven straight years.

He also had talks with the Se-
ahawks and Cowboys.

The Bears were in the market
for a pass rusher after Peppers
left to sign with the Green Bay
Packers. Their defense ranked
30th in the NFL last season.

In other NFL news:

® New Orleans Saints general
manager Mickey Loomis said
Wednesday the club has agreed
to terms on a one-year contract
with quarterback Luke McCown,
who was Drew Brees’ backup last
season, as well as the holder on
field goals.

McCown, whose re-signing
was announced on Wednesday, is
entering his 11th NFL season out
of Louisiana Tech.

VCU’s Rhoades named
Rice basketball coach

HOUSTON — Mike Rhoades is
the new men’s basketball coach at
Rice.

School officials on Wednes-
day announced they had hired
Rhoades, the associate head coach
at Virginia Commonwealth. The
Rams went 137-46 during his five
seasons at VCU, including a trip
to the 2011 Final Four.

Rhoades takes over for Ben
Braun, who resigned March 13
after the Owls finished the season
at 7-23.

Rhodes will formally be intro-
duced during a news conference
Thursday afternoon in Houston.

In other college basketball
news:

m South Florida’s deal to hire
Steve Masiello as its new bas-
ketball coach has fallen apart
because the rising young star
doesn’t have a college degree.

The Bulls confirmed Wednes-
day that they had an agreement
in principle to lure Masiello away
from Manhattan, but that the con-
tract was contingent on “a verifi-
cation of credentials.”

USF requires its basketball
coach to have at least a bachelor’s
degree. The 39-year-old Masi-
ello did not receive a degree after
attending Kentucky, where he
played for Rick Pitino and Tubby
Smith from 1996 to 2000.

MLB hopes for new
drug deal this week

NEW YORK — Baseball play-
ers and management hope to
reach a new drug agreement this
week that would increase initial
penalties for muscle-building ste-
roids and allow a decrease of sus-
pensions for some positive tests
caused by unintentional use, peo-
ple familiar with the negotiations
told The Associated Press.

For future suspensions, the deal

s: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012

also would eliminate the loophole
allowing Alex Rodriguez to earn
almost $3 million during his sea-
son-long ban, the people said.
They spoke on condition of ano-
nymity in recent days because
talks are ongoing.

The sides hope to reach an
agreement by Sunday, when
the Los Angeles Dodgers open
the U.S. portion of the major
league schedule at the San Diego
Padres.

While the lengths have not
been finalized, a person involved
with the talks said Wednesday
the most likely penalties would be
about 80 games for an initial test-
ing violation and a season-long
ban for a second.

In other baseball news:

B Zack Greinke and the Los
Angeles Dodgers have knocked
Alex Rodriguez and the New
York Yankees off baseball’s pay-
roll perch, part of an offseason
spending spree that has the aver-
age salary approaching $4 mil-
lion for the first time.

The Dodgers are ending the
Yankees’ 15-year streak as base-
ball’s biggest spenders and as of
Tuesday had a projected payroll
of $235 million, according to
study of all major league con-
tracts by The Associated Press.

Houston is last at $45 million,
up from $27 million at the start of
last year.
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Sporting Goods 980

: Body Craft $760.00 Body
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780

Tax Assistance

940

Gym,
CRaf home gy, Galena pro.
condon” wi, \g

ion
833500 30.avehty  piece

ok, 1 you See 1, you il want
it. +49 160 94908450

SmithaWesson .38 model 64
revolver $300.
Special, brusched steel_finish,
fike new with holster(s), Contaci
0160-8980440 or e-mail ri-kabi

m 063036254

- $15.3 speed Baning
eed Desk

220 Volt, $85.00 and $65.00 | fan - $15 1600 Wan Transform- Tr Ve | 1
opean Furniture | respecively _or BoTH . for 2 595 750 Wat Translomer Real Estate g5 | Lravel 000
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ress. | Only 350 Euros. wired for surround sound, gas
,000. | &S0, a:,‘:ﬁ‘n JS Yange, granita countaiope, Sar Ie )

ner ot in family friendly subdivi-
fon, 15 minutes from base,

___ H&RBLOCK®

Germany H&R Block Tax
Offices Get face-to-face tax help.

~
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06371-8020410|06134-256963

Vilseck
09662-701139
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hoo.com

in
crson ol Ay
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Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale
- Korea 148 |- Korea - Korea 148 |- Korea 148 |- Korea 148 |- Korea 148 |- Korea -
Free Class
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net
Pro soccer

mLs

EASTERN

2
@

Phi\ad Iphia

~

WESTERN

FC Dallas
Seattle
/ancouver
Real Salt Lake
Chivas USA
Colorado
Portland

F
5
5
3
3
3
4
3
0
2
0
F

[

3
srosNNAD sonoNwRROB

b
meNBRORONE QooRNNREOOO!
)

7
3
5
5
5
3
2
3
1
¥,

an Jose
Los Angeles

Note: Three points for victory,
point for tie.

°
ETS
3

urday, March 22
a0 Vancouver o, tie
% Seattle r
Real Salt Lake 1, Los An eIES 1, tie
Uni

o
Iphia
gorting Kansas City i San Jose 0
FCDallas3, Chivas U
indlay, Maréh 23
Chicago 1. New otk 1 tia
Seattle chz' Mntreal'o

aturda’s games
Chicago at D.C. United
Montreal at Philadelphia
Sporting Kansas City at Colorado
Houston at Vancou e
Portland at FC Dalla:
Toronto FC at Real Salt Lake
Columbus at Seattle F
New England at San JOSe
ay's game
Chivas USA Elt New York

Pro baseball

Sprmg training

day s games
Boston 4 mpa Bay 2
Atlanta 12, Detrmt 3

iami 6, st Louis

Plttsburgh 22, Toronto 5
washlnglon7 N.Y. Mets 3
Minnesota 4, Balllmore 1
Texas 5, Clevelas
San Francisco 5, Mllwaukee 4
Oakland B, Clncmnat\ 4
Colorado 4, Chic:

Y6
, Chicago Cubs s (595, tie
Inesday’s gar
Miami vs. Alanta at Kisemmee, Fla.
Pittsburgh vs. Minnesota at Fort My-
ers,
g Yankees vs. Toronto at Dunedin,
a.
g Detroit vs. Philadelphia at Clearwater,
a.
Baltimore (ss) vs. Boston at Fort My-
ers, Fla. X X
Washington vs. st. Louis at Jupiter,
Fla.
Kansas City vs. San Diego at Peoria,

L.A. Angels vs. Oakland at Phoenix

Seattle vs. Texas at Surprise, Ariz.

Cmclnnatl V- Ciicago White Sox at
Glendale, Ari:

anaukee vs. Cleveland at Goodyear,

a Ico\orado vs. San Francisco at Scotts-
ale,

Chlcago Cubs vs. Arizona at Scotts-
dale, Ariz.

i . Mets vs. Houston at Kissimmee,
a.
Baltimore (ss) vs. Tampa Bay at Port
Charlotte, Fla.
Thursday’s games

Washington vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St.
Lucie, Fla.

Atlanta vs. Detroit at Lakeland, Fla.
. Tgi'cnto vs. Philadelphia at Clearwa-
er,

Miami vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla.
o Ng Yankees vs. Pittsburgh at Braden-

on, Fla.

Arizona (6 vs. Cincinnati (55) at
Goodyear, Ariz.

Cincinnati (ss) vs. Milwaukee at Phoe-
nix

Chicago White Sox vs. Chicago Cubs
at Mesa, Ariz,

Cleveland vs. Arizona (ss) at Scotts-
dale, Ariz.
A Minnesota vs. Boston at Fort Myers,

a.
Fa Tampa Bay vs. Baltimore at Sarasota,

LA. Angels at L.A. Dodgers
Oakland at San Francisco

College basketball

NCAA Men’s tournament
EAST REGIONAL
n

den

wV ok
(zs s) 2 o siate (8-7)
chmgan State (28-8) vs. Virginia (30-

Reglonal champlunshlp
unday, March 3
Semlflnal wlnne S
SOUTH REGIONAL
Regional Semifinals
At Fedzxrorum
Jenn.,

Saby. b

Dayton (25 10) VS. Slanford (23-12)

FlOHda (34 2) vs. UCLA (28-8)
ional Championship

rday March 29

SEmlflnaI wlnner

IDWEST REGIONAL

Heglonal Semifinals

At Lucas 0il Stadium

Indianapol

h 28
Michigan (07 83 VS, Tenressee (24-12)
Kentucky (26-10) vs. Louisville (31-5)
Regional Championship
unday, March 30
Semifinal winners
WEST REGH

Regional Semifinals

W'\SCO}nSI n (8. 1)1 Bay\or( 6-11)
San Diego State (31-4) vs. Arizona (32-

Reglnnal Championship
turday, March 29
Semlﬁnal winners

Men’s NIT

Quarterfinals
esday, March 25
Clemson s, el
SHmneooti 31 Souhern Miss 73
__ Wednesday, March 26
(o1L34isiana Tech (26-7) at Florida State
California (21-13) at SMU (25-9)

CBI

lllinois stat yeis 5 S|e (17 17)
s \d)Domlmon Q8- 17) at Fresno State

ciT

Quanerl inals
day, March 26
M1 1) N OB (A
Yale (17-13) at Columbia (21-
San Diego (18-16) at Pacific 471s)
ursday,
guison State (510 at Murray State

NCAA Men’s Di
tournament

Svi d
Wednesday, March
S. Connbetibt va. Central ssouri

Drury vs. West
0%t 8o Ve S arolina Aiken

NAIA Men’s tournament
1 Championship
esday, March 25
Vanguard 70, Emmanuel 65

NCAA Women’s tournament
LINCOLN REGIONAL
Sa t urday, March 22
t Durham, N.C.
Duke 87, Wmt rop 45
DePaul 104, Oklahoma 100
ngeles
Nebraska 74, Fresno State 55
BYU 72, N C. Si
ndav. March 23
it Storrs, nn.
Saint Joseph's 67, GEOrg\a 57
UConn 87, Prame V\ew

as
James Madison 73, Gonzaga 63
Texas A&M 70, North Dakota 55

AtLos Angeles
BYU 80, Nebraska 76
Durham, N.C.
DePaul 74, Dike oo
Tuesday, March 25
Storrs, Conn.
uconn o1, saint Joseph's 59
lege Station, Texas
Texas A&M 86, James Madison 69
onal Semifin;
n Lm in. e

ch 29
uconn (36 o) v, BVU(
DePaul (2 29 6) vs. TexasA&M 26-8)

egional
Semifinal winners
STANFORD REGIONAL
First Round
Saturday, March 22
X At Ames, lowa
Florida State 55, lowa State 44
Stanford 81, South Dakota 62
day, March 23

At Seattle
South Carolina 73, Cal State North-
ge
Oregon State 55. M

hapel Hi
Michigan Sateat, Hampton 61
North Carolina 60, UT-Martin 58

hampmnshlp

H

le Tennessee 36

At State College, Pa.
Penn state 62 Wichita State 56
Florida 83, Day
und
Monday. Moren 24
mes, lowa
Stanford 63, Florida State 44
Tuesday, March 2
At Seattle
South Carolina 78, Oregon State 69
apel Hill, N.
North Carolina 62, Michigan State 53
At State College, Pa.
Penn State 33, Florida 61 -
At Sta

Sun rch 3
Stanford (3033 Ver P State (24.7)
South Carolina (29-4) vs. North Caro-
@69 o ich i
ional Championshi
e esday, Aorin
Semifinal Winners
NOTRE DAME REGIONAL

sat urday. March 22

ole
Anzona state 65, vanderbllt 61
Rober | Mcm 42
I.ala ind.
Oklahoma State 61, Y Eorida Gulf Coast

b
°.m

Purdue 84, Akron 55
At Lexington, Ky.

Kentucky 106, Wright State 60

Syracuse 59, Chattan
At Wa

c
California 64, Fordham
Baylor 87, Western Kenmcky 74

econd Ro
Monday, Marcl |! 24
Notre Dame 84, Arizona State 67
Lafayette,
Oklahoma Slale 73, Purdue 66
Lexington, Ki
Kentucky 64, Syracuse 59
aco, Texas
Baylor 75, California 56
Regional Semifinals
At Notre Dame, Ind.
saturday, March 29
Kentucky (26-8) Vs. Baylor (31-4)
(adgtre Dame (34-0) vs. Oklahoma state

Regional Championship
londay, March 3:
Semifinal wiers
LOUISVILLE REGIONAL
First Re d

irst Roun
Saturday, March 22
Tennesses 1o, Ncrlhwestern State 46
St. John's 71, Southern Cal 6
unday, March 23
AT Coliege Park. Md.
Maryland 90, Army 52
Texas 79, Pennsylvania 61
owa City, lowa
Louisville 88, Id
Towa B st en
aton Rouge, La.
LSU 98, Georgia Tech 78
West Virginia 76, . Albany (N.Y) 61
Rout

econ:
nday. larch 24

At oxville. Tenn.
Tennessee 67 St. J s 5L

ay, M
Cotloge Park, Md.
Maryland 65, Toaas 64
Atlowa City, lowa
Louisville 83, lowa 5
aton Rnuge, La.
LSU 76, West Virginia

inals
AI Loulsv Ile, Ky.

Suny
Tennessce OB Ve, vs; Maryland (26-6)
Loulsvllle G2y vs. [SU G112)

ol Champlonshi
Tuesday, April 1
Semifinal winner

Women'’s NIT

Th mm
esday, M
13 )san D\ego G4-8) s washlngton a9-

Thursday, Marc
George Waehmaton (33-10) at South
Florida (21-12)
Northwestern (17-15) at Indiana (20-12)
pMichigan” (20-13) "t Bowling "Green

P e&on Hal (20-13) at Rutgers (24-9)
Auburn (19-14) at Mississipi State (21-
1;

Minnesota (22-12) at South Dakota
State (24-9)
iday, Marc|

Colorado (19-14) vs. UTEP 267)

NCAA Women’s Division Il
tournament

Quarterfinals
oA Ene, Pa.

larch 25
West Texas A M 81 Limeston
pal N\OEVAE Southeastern 72, Concordla St.
Cal Poly Pomona 79, Edinboro 61
Bentley 74, Drury 66
ednefday. March 26

West Texas AGM vs. Nova Southeast-
ern
Bentley vs. Cal Poly Pomona
arch 28
oA Erie, Pa.
Championship
Semifinal winners

NAIA Women’s tournament
championshh)

Tuesday, March 25
76Dklahoma City 80, Freed-Hardeman

Sony Open

Tuesday
At The Tennis Center at Crandon Park
Key

Purse: Men,
1000); Wormeh, $5.43 millio
Surface: Hard-Outdoor
ingles

Novak Diokavic. <z), serbla. def. Tom-

my Robredo (16), Spai

Kei Nishikori (20), Japan, def David
Ferrer (4), Spain, 7-6 (7), 2-6,7-6 (9).

‘Alexandr Doigopolov &2, Ohraine,
def. Stanislas Wawrinka (3), Switzeriand,
6-4,3-6,6-1.

Andy Murray (6), Britain, def. Jo-Wil-
fried Tsonga (1), France, 6-4,

Milos Raonic (12). Canads, def. Benja-

ger Federer (5), zerland, def.
Richard Gasquet (9), France 61,62

omas Berdych (7), Czech Republic,

def. John Isner (10), United States, 6-3,

Rafael Nadal (1), Spain, def.Fabio Fog-
nini (14), Italy, 6-2, 6

Q
Maria Sharapova (4), Russla. g, pe-
tra Kvitova (8), Czech
Serena Williams (1)v Umted States
def. Angelique Kerber (5), Germany, 6-2,
6-2.

Doubles
Men

Quat
Michael Liogra and Nicelas Mahut @®),
France, def. Feliciano Lopez, Spain, and
Max Mirnyi, Belarus,
Bob and Mike Bryan (1), United States,
def. David Marrero and Fernando Ver-
dasco (5), Spain, s 3 7 5( ).

d
Martina ngls Switzerland, and Sabi-
ne Lisicki, Germany, def. Sorana Cirstea,
Romania, and Anastasia Pavlyuchenko-
va, Russia, 6-2, 6-1.

uarterfinal

Raquel Kops-Jones and Abigail Spears
(8), United States, def. Garbine Muguru-
za and Carla Suarez Navarro, Spain, 1-6,
6-4, 10-5.

Ekaterina Makarova, Russia, and Elena
Vesnina (2), Russia, def. Alla Kudryavt'
seva, Russia, and Anastasia Rodionova,
Austra\la.} 6, 6-3, 10-8.

College baseball

Tuesday’s scores

Baruch 2, Moum st \/m ent
chv 5, Merchant Marine 5, tue dark-

ne
Northeastern 7, Boston College 0
St. John’s 12, Hofstra
W Row England at Brandeis, ppd., wet
grounds
West Virginia 6, Pittsburgh 3
SOUTH
Appalachian St at figh Point, ppd.
Asbury at Lindsey Wilson, ccd.
Bethel (Tenn.) 7, chnsnan Brothers 2
srescuaa 8, Mid-Continent 1-5
n8-13, Emmanuel (Ga) 3.1
ChaTotte i1 Winthr rop
Chowan at Mount Giive, ppd.
Cincinnati at N. Kentucky, ccd.
Clemson 16, Georgia
o, Sumberiand Genh) 14, Tenn. Wes-
ey
Y mberiands 13, Alice Lioyd 7
Davidson 3, Dul
Blon At Walke Foreat, ced.
Erskine 8, Newberry 3
Florida 4, Florida St. 1
Francis Marion 23, Barton 3
Louisville at W. Kentucky,
Loyola (NO) 13-3, Tougal66 4-13
Maryland at George Mason, ppd.
Mercer 4, Georgia 1
Vilddle Tennessee 7. Lmscomb 5
NC State at Campbell, p
North Florida 8, Georgla Southern 7

Spring Hiil 7-

Tennessee Tech 4, Miami (Ohio) 1
homas More at Transylvania, ppd.

Tusculum 6, Lee 4, 10 innings

Union (Ky.) at St. Catharine, cod.

Vanderbilt 2, Belmont

Vi Teah at Lioorty, pod.

Winston-Salem St. at Lenoir-Rhyne,

D!
Xavier at Kentucky, pod:

Evangel 5-11, Baker
0l cmcagosaé Notre Dame. ppd.

Concordia-Austin 8 Trnity (Texas) 1
Houston 6, Rice 2

Houston Baptist 3, Texas Southern 1

LeTourneau 7, Wile

Lubbock - Christian 13-14,
Baptist 10-2

Mary Hardin-Baylor 12, Southwestern
(Texas) 5

McMurry 3-4, Arlington Baptist 2-0

New Mexico 14, New Mexico St. 4

Sam Houston St. 8, Texas A&M 1

Wayland

6, UTSA
Texas A&M-Kingsville 3 Texas A&M-

International

Texas-Arlington 14, Baylor 3

TCU 11, Texas-Pan American 0

Tuesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Optioned RHP
Brad Brach to Norfolk (L
INDIANS — Selected the
Icontbract B Rten ciamb! from Co:
umi
DEFROIT TIGERS — Optioned RHP Her-
nan Perez to Toledo (IL).
CITY ROYALS — Clajmed LtP
Patrick Schuster off waivers from San
Diego. Designated OF Carlos. Poguero
for assignment. Optioned 28 Johnny Gia-
votella to Omaha (PCL.
LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Selected the
contract of INF John McDonald from Salt

NEW YORK YANKEES — Optioned C
John Ryan Murphy to-Scranton/Wilkes:
Barre(

NESOTA TWINS — Selected the
con(lracl o OF Jason Kbl From Rothes.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Released RHP
Scott Baker, LHP Randy Wolf, OF Endy
Chavez and C Humberto Quintero from
their minor league contracts.

MPA BAY RAYS — Released LHP Erik

tali Perez to Round Rock (PCL). Assigned
LHPs Rafael Perez and Aaron Poreda
to Round Rock. Agreed to terms with C
Chris Snyder on a minor league contract.
Added RiP Daniel McCutchen from the
minor league

CHICAGO COBS = Relamesd LHP Tsuyo-
shi Wada from a minor league contract.

CINCINNATI REDS — Selected the con
tract of C'Ramon Santiago from Lous-
vi

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Reinstated
OF Carl Crawford from the paternity list.
Optioned infielder Alex Guerrero to Albu-
quergue (PCL).

MIAMI MARLINS — Selected the con-
tract of OF Reed Johnson from New Or-
leans (PCL). Optioned RHP Arquimedes
Caminero and RHP Carter Capps to New
Orleans. Reassigned RHP Chaz Roe to mi-
nor Ieague camp. Released INF Ty Wig-

ginton

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Selecte
the ComPatis of LiP Zach Duke, 16 Lyle
Qverbay and 1838 Mark Reynoids from
Nashville (PCL).

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Released
S Ronny Cedeno from a minor league
contract.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Acquired
RHP Vance Worley from Minnesota for
cash. Optioned OF Jaff Decker, RHP Jared

ughes and 1B/OF Andrew Lambo to
Indianapolis (IL), Reassigned RHPS Jay
Jackson and Zack Thornton, INFs Robert
Andino and Michael Martinez, LHPs Dan
i€l Schierath and Adam Wilk, OF Chris
Dickerson and C Omir Santos to minor
league camp.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Released
LHP Michael Gonzalez, RP Chris Young

and INF Jamey Carroll. Optioned RHP
Ryan Matthous, LHp Xavier Cedeno and
1870F Tyler Moore to syracuse (L.

nnal Football
JAGUARS — C\a\medFB
waivers from Atlant:
AKLAND RAIDERS — Signed g
Jamize Olawale.

National Haekey League
_ COLUMBUS BLUE JAC — Rea:
Tt Melart %6 Springfierd

DETROI'I’ RED WINGS — Assigned C
Cory Emmerton to Grand Rapids (AHL).

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Reassigned
F Fmp Forsberg to Milwaukee (AHL).

HOENIX COYOTES — Recalled G Mark
vwsemm on emergency recall from Port-
land (AHL).
socc

.eague Socct
PORTLAND TIMBERS — Announcedlhe
addition of G Daniel Withrow.
SPORTING KANSAS CITY — Waived D
Josh Gardner.
LLEGE

col
FLORIDA — Signed men's basketball
coach Billy Donovan to a three-year con-
tract extension.
ORGE MASON — Announced the
renrement of athletic_ director Tom
0'Connor, effective June

HARVARD — Named Mlke Donovan as-

sistant defenswe Ime coac

ignations of men's DAeetball adsstant
coaches Brad Autry and saac Chew

— Named Justin Dickens
dirgetar of football operations.

'S (NY) — Announced sopho-
Wﬁe F JaKarr 'Sampson will enter’ the

AP sportlig

1939 Oregon beats Ohio State 46-33
in the NCAA's first national basketball
tournament.

2 — Joe Louis knocks out Abe
simon in the sixth round at Madison
Square Garden to retain his world heavy-

welght ttle,

1945 — Oklahoma A&M beats Ne
York Unwers\(y 49:45 for the NCAA bas:
ketball champion

1951~ BI Spivey scores 22 points to
lead Kentucky to a 68-58 win over Kansas
State for the NCAA Snakotbai e
Jack Givens scores 41 points
to lead Kentscky 16 20458 siciory over
Duke for the NCAA basketball titie.
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODDS-PACIFIC

Skilled seniors undaunted by expectations

Kadena's Callahan, Perry’s Lange share talent, burden to lead teams back to Far East titles

By DavE ORNAUER

Stars and Stripes
KADENA AIR BASE, Oki-
nawa — They’re separated by

some 800 miles, they play soccer
for different DODDS schools and
club teams. But Yuji Callahan
and Gaku Lange are similar in so
many respects, they might as well
be twin sons of different mothers.

They’re seniors. They’ve played
soccer virtually all their lives,
matriculating in some of the finer
Japanese club programs. They’re
coached by their fathers. They
will play Division I soccer next
year, Callahan at Holy Cross,
Lange at Pacific.

They’re returning Far East
Most Valuable Players who led
their teams to tournament titles
last season, Lange for the second
straight year. As such, they bear
responsibility as both returning
MVPs and team captains.

“Because I've been through
high-level programs, lots of peo-
ple are expecting me to deliver
all the time,” said Lange, the face
of Matthew C. Perry soccer, with
123 goals and 47 assists in parts
of four seasons.

“So when I step on the pitch,
they expect goals and assists, so
I have to shoulder that kind of
burden.”

“Not many people get the oppor-
tunity to carry that weight,” said
Callahan, who had 27 goals and
12 assists for Division I champion
Kadena a year ago. “It’s pretty
awesome. Even though people
say it’s a lot of weight, I feel spe-
cial and unique to carry that kind
of weight.”

Coaches and teammates say
they hold the two in high regard,
with Callahan’s father, Mike, not-
ing that Yuji has taken on a role
in helping schedule games for the
Panthers.

“Yuji has a lot of experience on
the field, he’s an extra coach on
the field, he’s well rounded as a
player and leader,” Callahan the
elder said. “To him, it’s not any
kind of burden at all.”

Likewise, Samurai players view
Lange as the “core” of the team.

“Without him, we wouldn’t re-
ally be a team,” senior Calvin

Top performances

Baey Rov/Special to

e A

Stars and Stripes (Lange), Dave Ornauer;/Stars and Stripes (Callahan)

Kadena senior Yuji Callahan, left, is one of two returning Most Valuable Players who led their respective
teams to Far East titles a season ago. Callahan has a lot in common with Perry senior Gaku Lange, right,
the other returning MVPR. Both carry the weight of their teams each time they take the pitch.

Barker said. “He keeps us togeth-
er, makes sure we play together
and he always has comments or
criticism about [our play] and I
like that part about him.”

Where Callahan and Lange
may differ is their approach to the
sport. While Callahan seemingly
relishes the challenge of wearing
the MVP bull’s-eye on his jersey,
Lange has taken a more serious,
more critical approach at times
in the past. It may be because of
their soccer backgrounds, which
differ as well.

Callahan first hit the pitch
when he was 10.

“I always had a thing for kick-
ing things. I like kicking balls,
round things, play with toys with
my feet, so I realized soccer is for
me. Everything I have is soccer-
related,” he said.

Shortly after, Callahan began
training with the Okinawa Dip-
lomats, the youth development
program run on U.S. bases. As a
freshman, he played club ball for
Japan’s third-tier FC Ryukyu U-
15 ODP-equivalent program and
was also selected to the Okinawa
U-15 All-Star team.

That team traveled to various
locations in Japan’s main islands,

where he was scouted by several
top high-school programs, much
like colleges recruit in the States.
That led him to Nagasaki Insti-
tute of Applied Science, where he
played and trained his sophomore
year. It was a competitive pro-
gram of 100 pulled from schools
around Japan.

Thus, the team looks to Cal-
lahan for leadership and skills
development.

“He leads by example,” Mike
Callahan said. “He’s very good
with newer team members, pull-
ing them aside and giving them
extra instruction on certain

things.”

Lange began playing from
about the time he began walking
and in his middle-school years,
took 2-hour train rides back and
forth from Iwakuni to Hiroshima
to train with the J-League Hiro-
shima San Frecce ODP-equiva-
lent program.

“Very challenging days, some-
times dark days,” Lange’s coach-
father Mark said, adding the
challenge came from the fact
that the Japanese system dif-
fers sharply from the American
system.

“Because of the technical work
that’s expected. If you're injured
or aren’t playing well, you drop to
the bottom of the charts and you
have to work your way back.”

Lange was injured for a year
and endured exactly that, hav-
ing to still take the train trips and
rehab with the trainers.

“But it’s all been very good for
me,” Lange said. “It’s helped me
grow and mature and I've real-
ized what the positives are play-
ing for a DODDS high school
team. It makes me more appre-
ciative of what I have.”

A conversation Mark Lange
had with his son helped transform
Gaku from a player at times criti-
cal of his teammates into a more
positive force.

“This is your senior year, enjoy
the moments, enjoy the matches
and smile when you play,” Mark
Lange said he told Gaku. Since
that time, things have been pretty
good.”

Lange and Callahan played
each other last April when Kade-
na traveled to Iwakuni to play
Perry. It’s led to a lasting friend-
ship, players and coaches said. “It
was a treat for us, seeing them
on the field together,” Mike Cal-
lahan said.

The two very nearly ended up
committing to Holy Cross togeth-
er before Lange chose Pacific.
Both spoke excitedly about play-
ing college ball.

“That was my goal since I
started playing soccer,” Lange
said. “Anything after that would
be a positive.”

ornauer.dave@stripes.com

Cody Prince’s no-out, two-run walk-off home
run gave Kadena its first win over Kubasaki in
more than a year, 9-7 in the second game of Sat-
urday's Okinawa twin bill.

Tommy Warren went 6-for-10 last week and
drove in nine runs, including a grand slam in Sat-
urday's opener, an 18-2 Kubasaki win.

Softhall

Emily Cox, Selene Castro and Katie Crosby
combined for 12 RBIs Saturday as Humphreys

DODDS Sports

recorded the first win in the first-year program’s
history, 18-9 over Osan at Camp Walker.

Macalah Danielsen went a combined 7-for-10
with five doubles and three RBIs as Kadena won
twice against Kubasaki, 15-2 and 14-5.

Right-hander Kelly Osterbrink gave up one hit
and struck out 13 in five innings to spark Kinnick
to a doubleheader sweep of Perry.

Boys soccer

Takeo Elliot scored the match’s lone goal, giving
Humphreys its first win in program history, 1-0
over Osan on Saturday.

roger:

Eddie Rogers
Sports Editor

Gaku Lange scored a hat trick and M.C. Perry
won its sixth straight match after starting the sea-
son 1-2-1, beating Iwakuni Tech 3-1 on Saturday.
In those six matches, Lange has 14 goals, giving
him 20 for the season.

Girls soccer
Freshman Ally Strauss had a hat trick as Kade-
na rallied from an early 2-0 deficit for a 3-2 win
‘Wednesday at Okinawa Christian International.
Evie Garrido scored twice and Sara Mason as-
sisted on two goals as Osan outlasted Humphreys
3-2 for the Cougars’ first win of the season.

Kent Harris
Overseas Sports Editor

com harris. com

Dave Ornauer
Sports reporter

ornauer.

Track and field

The meet was hand-timed and the wind was
not legal, but Kubasaki senior sprinter Rahman
Farnell ran the fastest 100 time in Pacific history,
recording 10.14 on the watch Saturday at Kadena.
Adjusted upward for hand reaction and the official
meet time was 10.44. If the wind had been legal,
that would be .10 under the Pacific record.

Edgren sophomore Shawn Robinson won the
long jump with a leap of 18 feet, ¥4 inches, as the
Eagles made their first appearance at a DODDS-
Japan track meet since 2011.

Gregory Broome
Sports reporter
broome. i

com com
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Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Di n
L Pt Gl
Toronto 31 557 —
Brooklyn 32 536 1%
New York 42 408 10%
Boston 47 329 16
Philadelphia 56 .211 24%

Southeast Division
Miami 2
Washington
Charlotte
Atlanta
Orlando

x-Indiana
Ch'\ca?o
Cleveland
Detroit
Milwaukee

Western Conference

Southwest Di
L Pct GB
x-San Antonio 54 16 771 —
Houston 48 22 686 6
Memphis 42 28 600 12
Dallas 43 29 597 12
New Orleans, 30 40 429 24
rthwest on
oklahomacny 52 19 132
Portlan 15 21 625 h
Wihnessta 34 35 493 17
enver 32 39 451 20
Utah 23 48 1324 29
Pacif; ion

LA, Clippers 50 21 .704 —
Golden State 44 27 §20 6
Phoenix 4229 59 8
facramento 25 45 357 4%
LA Laker: 24 46 343 25%

X chnched mayolfspct

onday’s games
Houston 100, Charlotte 89
Miami 93, Portlan

Phoenix 102, Atlanta 95

Chicago 89, india

OhiShama city 117 Denver o6

Memphis 109, Minnesota 92

New Orleans 109, Brookiyn 104, OT

San ANtonte 113 Philadelphia 91

Detroit 114, Utal

D Rllopers 106, Milwaukee 96
uesday’s games.

orlando 95, Portian 5

Cleveland 102, Toronto 1

Bae 128, ORlaomA LIy 119, OT

LA. Lakers 127, New York 96
esday’s games

Phoenix at Washington

Brooklyn at Charlotte

Atlanta at Minnesota
L.A. Clippers at New Orleans
Miami at Indiana
Denver at San Antonio
New York at Sacramento
Memphis at U
riday's games

Portiand At Aflanta
Philadelphia at Houston

A. Lakers at Milwaukee
L'A. Clippers at Dallas

Tuesday
Lakers 127, Knicks 96

W YORK — Anthony 10-21 8-8 29,
Stoudemlre 714 2-2 16, Chandler 5-7 2-
212, Felton 3-7 0- mith 4-6 3-4 12,
Shumpert 06 00 0, Prigio

Hardaway Jr 5757 17 ‘Aldrich 1-2 0-0 2,
Tyl 11002, Murry 03

20, Bazemore 7:14 2-2 18, Kelly 3°60-09,
Henry 8-11 3-5 22, Sacre 4-4 0-0 8, Brooks
2-31-15. Totals 48-83 13-15 127,
New York 22 20 31 23-9
L.A. Lakers 14 36 51 26-127
Three-Point _Goals—New York 4-15

bounds—New’ Ve
Lakers 43 (Kaman
23 (Felton
Total

9). Assists

©. LA Lakers 33 (Marshall 9)
Fouls—New York 16, L.A. Lakers 23.
A—18,997 (18,997).

Calendar

April 16 — Last day of regular season.
Anrllzlns — Playoffs beg

egin.
June 16 — Draft early entry withdraw-
al deadline.

Mavericks 128,
Thunder 118 (0T)
OKLAHOMA CITY — Durant 15-27 8-
8 43, Ibaka 5-9 0-2 10, Adams 1-1 0-0 2,
Westbrook 8-18 5-6 23, Roberson 0-1 0-0
0, Jackson 5-11 1-1 11, Butler 4-10 0-0 10,
FlssggrS -9 0-( 0 13, Collison 3-7 1-2 7. Totals.

ight 1-3 123 7Cr0wder4600 10.
Toralt 480 23 281
36 29 22 8-119

31 25 27 17-128
Three-Point_ Goals—Oklahoma City
12-33 (Durant 5-11, Fisher 3-6, Butler 2-
- ickson 0-4), Dallas

9, Carter 4-9, Crowder
Zki 28 Manon 1
Out—

c 'y 42 (CO”ISO ,
Dallas 59 (Nowitzki 10).

City 30, Dallas 22.
A—19,607 (19,200).

Cavaliers 102, Raptors 100
TORDNTO — Ross 5-12 2-2 16, Johnson
0 12, Valanciunas 2-t 50 04. L -
, DeRozan -15 3-

0-2 0, De Colo 1-1 0-0 s 2-4 2-2
6 Novak 1-50-0 3. Totals 35 aB 3% 26100,

eng
4 10 2] 2
-9 1 -3 13 Wa\ters 10 19 3-4 24
De\lavedova 0:20-00, Varejao 4-8 3-4
e 1- 42 -2 4, Zeller 1-1 3~ 45 Totals 36- 70
%6331
Toronlo
Cleveland
Three-Point

17 28 36 19-100
26 33 29 14-102
Goals—Toronto _ 14-32

p: i
(Lowry 10), Cleveland 27 (Deng, Waiters
7). Total Fouls—Toronto 24, Cleveland 22.
Technicals—Lowry. A—15,497 (20,562).

Magic 95, Trail Blazers 85

PORTLAND — Batum 3-9 0-0 6, Wright
311008, Lopez 9-13 2-3 20, Llllﬂrd 5-17

5.
b 0'Quinn
80:06, Vucevic 10-18 2-3 22, Oladipo 5-

~ Harkless 2-50-

3-

16 3-3 13, Afflal 3-9 4-5 10, Harris 10-15
3-4 25, Lamb 3-4 2-5 11, Moore 0-31-2 1,
Nichoison 1-30-0 2, Price 0-4 0-0 0. Totals
37-85 15-22 95.

26 16 23 20-85

Orlando 27 29 16-95
Three-Point Goals Portland  7-26
(Matthews 4-8, Wright 2-6, Williams 1-4,
Claver 0-1, Batum 0- 3 Lma d 0-4), Orlan-

~None. Re-
bounds Portland 53 (Lopez 13), Drlan

0 59 (Harris 11). Assists—Portland 1
(Barton 2, Orlando 19 (Oladipo 6)- Total
Fouls—Portland 14, Orlando 16. A—17,896
(18,500).

LM Otero/AP

The Mavericks’ Dirk Nowitzki
looks to pass over the Thunder’s
Kevin Durant on Tuesday.

Roundup

Lakers drop 51 in third

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — With Knicks
President Phil Jackson watching
from a luxury suite high above
the court, his new team’s teeter-
ing playoff hopes got a big shove
from his old team’s incredible of-
fensive show.

Xavier Henry scored 22 points,
Nick Young hit five three-point-
ers while scoring 20 points, and
the Los Angeles Lakers set a
franchise record with 51 points in
the third quarter of their 127-96
victory over New York on Tues-
day night.

Although the Lakers have 16
NBA championships and a lumi-
nous list of former superstars,
those teams never had a quar-
ter to compare to the 12 magical
minutes played after halftime by
Los Angeles’ current patchwork
roster.

And no Knicks defense had ever
given up S1 points in a quarter
until this team did it in a key game
for its postseason chase. New York
dropped three games behind At-
lanta for the eighth playoff spot in
the Eastern Conference.

“We hit shots all over the place,”
Lakers coach Mike D’Antoni
said. “It’s infectious. When you
start taking good shots, they start
going in, and even the hard shots
start going in.”

Indeed, the Lakers hit 19 of
their 26 shots with six three-
pointers, stretching an eight-
point halftime lead to 30. Nine
players contributed a field goal to
the spree, led by nine points from
Chris Kaman in his first game ac-
tion in March.

“It feels good, but it only lasts
one night,” said Hen who
played exceptmnally well with
a torn ligament in his shooting
wrist. “We’ve just got to be en-
couraged for the rest of the sea-
son from it.”

Kent Bazemore scored 18 points
as the Lakers won consecutive
games for the first time in more
than three weeks with a season-
high 82 points from their reserves,
including Henry and Young.

Jodie Meeks had four three-
pointers as Los Angeles finished
one three-pointer shy of the sin-
gle-game club record during the
Lakers’ highest-scoring game of
the season. Five players hit mul-
tiple three-pointers, including
three apiece for Henry and rook-
ie Ryan Kelly.

Carmelo Anthony scored 29
points for the Knicks, who have
lost two straight after an eight-

Mark J. TerriLL/AP

Lakers forward Xavier Henry dunks for two of his team-high 22
points against the Knicks on Tuesday. The Lakers won 127-96.

game winning streak. Tim Hard-
away Jr. scored 17 points and
Amare Stoudemire had 16 in the
Knicks’ seventh straight road loss
to the Lakers since 2007.

“At the end of the day, it’s just
individual pride,” said J.R. Smith,
who had 12 points. “You have to
have pride in guarding your man,
guarding the ball, and we just
didn’t have that the last three
quarters.”

Mavericks 128, Thunder 119
(OT): Dirk Nowitzki scored seven
of his 32 points in overtime, lead-
ing host Dallas to the win.

Nowitzki also had 10 rebounds
and six assists. In Dallas’ loss to
Brooklyn on Sunday, he was 2
for 12 from the field in his worst
shooting performance of the
season.

Kevin Durant led Oklahoma
City with 43 points. He has scored

at least 25 in 36 consecutive
games in the longest such streak
since Michael Jordan’s 40-game
run during the 1986-87 season.

Cavaliers 102, Raptors 100:
Dion Waiters scored 24 points and
Luol Deng added 19 as host Cleve-
land prevented Toronto from get-
ting closer to a playoff spot.

The Cavs blew a 21-point lead,
but made just enough plays down
the stretch to snap a five-game
losing streak at home.

Magic 95, Trail Blazers 85:
Tobias Harris had 25 points and
11 rebounds, and Orlando stopped
anine-game losing streak.

Nik Vucevic added 22 points
and 10 boards for the Magic, who
led by just eight at the half but
used scoring spurts in the third
and fourth quarters to put the
game away.

NYPD Detective Kat Donovan is consumed

that ch

by an i

Seelings about everyone she ever loved—even

/)
ges her

her father, whose long-ago murder has

never been fully explained. With lives on

the line, Kat must venture deeper into
darkness than ever before.

WIN YOUR SIGNED COPY!

Stripes Book Club and Dutton, a member of Penguin Group (USA) Inc.,
are proud to offer you a chance to win one of 10 signed copies of
Harlan Coben’s MISSING YOU.

Go to stripesrewards.com/bookclub to enter and win.

DUTTON

Pespaia G (USA]
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C Cam

PauL VERNON/AP

scores the
against Detroit goalie Jimmy Howard in the

game-winning goal
period of the Blue

Jackets’ 4-2 win on Tuesday in Columbus, Ohio. The goal was lifted
off its moorings when Atkinson scored, but it was allowed to stand
after the play was viewed by video replay officials.

Roundup

Blue Jackets pull even
in East wild-card race

Columbus rallies in third to beat Detroit

The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Detroit
goalie Jimmy Howard felt the de-
ciding goal shouldn’t have count-
ed in the Red Wings’ 4-2 loss to
the Columbus Blue Jackets on
Tuesday.

“I guess it’s something to re-
member here and keep in the
back of our minds — if you knock
the net off, just throw (the puck) in
there,” he said. “It should count.”

Cam Atkinson scored a goal
confirmed by video replay in the
third period, and Ryan Johansen
added an empty-netter for his
second of the game to lead the
Blue Jackets to a win that further
tightens the already close East-
ern Conference playoff race.

On an odd-man rush, Matt
Calvert’s shot from the left wing
was stopped by Howard, although
the puck popped loose behind the
goalie. Atkinson, racing down the
right wing, was hit by Detroit de-
fenseman Brendan Smith. Atkin-
son’s leg knocked the net off its
moorings as he backhanded the
loose puck into the cage as it was
sliding away from the goal line.

The goal, at 6:58 of the third,
was ruled good because Smith’s
hit on Atkinson had knocked the
net loose — bringing a loud cheer
from the crowd of 15,103.

“Iwasn’t really sure,” Atkinson
said about the goal. “The net went
off, but their explanation was the
puck was going in as the net was
coming off. Matty just made a
good play. The puck kind of snuck
out between his legs and I was at
the right place at the right time.”

Brandon Dubinsky and Johan-
sen had power-play goals in the
first period after the Blue Jackets
had failed to score on their previ-
ous 36 opportunities with a man
advantage over a 10-game span.
James Wisniewski assisted on
both and added another helper.

Blues 5, Maple Leafs 3: David
Backes completed a hat trick with
an empty-net goal to lead visiting

St. Louis to a victory that sent To-
ronto to its sixth straight loss.

Coyotes 3, Penguins 2:
Thomas Greiss stopped 23 shots
as visiting Phoenix edged sloppy
Pittsburgh.

Kings 5, Capitals 4 (SO): Anze
Kopitar and Jeff Carter scored in
the shootout as visiting Los Ange-
les came back after allowing Alex
Ovechkin’s two early power-play
goals to beat Washington.

Islanders 5, Hurricanes 4:
Colin McDonald had two goals
and an assist and Matt Martin
also scored twice for visiting New
York, which beat Carolina.

Canadiens 2, Sabres 0: Carey
Price made 24 saves and Max Pa-
cioretty and Daniel Briere scored
third-period goals as host Mon-
treal earned a win over Buffalo.

Panthers 3, Senators 2 (SO):
Vincent Trocheck and Brandon
Pirri scored in a shootout to lift
host Florida past Ottawa.

Trocheck also scored in regula-
tion and Sean Bergenheim scored
a goal for the Panthers. Roberto
Luongo made 37 saves.

Blackhawks 4, Stars 2: An-
drew Shaw and Duncan Keith
each had a goal and an assist as
host Chicago held on for a win
over Dallas.

Kris Versteeg and Marian
Hossa also scored for Chicago,
which needs just one more point
to clinch a playoff berth.

Avalanche 5, Predators 4: Ga-
briel Landeskog scored two goals
in regulation and then netted the
winner in the shootout to lead vis-
iting Colorado over Nashville.

Cody McLeod and Nick Holden
also scored for Colorado, which
ended a three-game skid.

Sharks 5, Oilers 2: Joe Pav-
elski scored three goals and set
up another as visiting San Jose
snapped a two-game losing streak
with a win over Edmonton.

Patrick Marleau and Marty
Havlat also scored for the
Sharks.

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division
GP' W L OT Pts GF GA

Xx-Boston 72 49 17 6 104 230 153
Montreal 74 41 26 7 89 190184
Tampa Bay 7. 9 87 214193
Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 72 46 21 5 97 224180
N.Y. Rangers 73 40 29 4 84194178
Philadelphia 71 38 26 7 83 205201
ild card
Columbus 72 37 29 6 8020419
Detroit 72 33 25 14 80 191204
Washington 73 34 12 80 212218
Toronto 74 36 80 216 231
New Jersey 72 31 13 75 175 187
Ottawa 72 29 14 72 205 243
Carolina 72 31 71 181 205
Florida 7327 B 62 178 237
N.Y. Islanders 72 28 9 65202243
Buffalo 72 20 8 48 138212
Western Conference
Central Division
w OT Pts GF GA
x-St. Louis 72 49 1 7 105 233 163
Chicago 73 42 16 15 99 244188
Colorado 72 45 2. 6 96 221198
Pacific Division
x-San Jose 74 47 1 9 103 227 177
x-Anaheim 71 46 1 7 99 228 180
Los Angeles 73 42 2! 6 90 182 155
ild Car
Minnesota 72 37 24 11 85180 178
Phoenix 73 35 26 12 82 202 207
Dallas 72 34 27 11 79 203 207
Vancouver 73 33 3 10 76 175 196
Winnipeg 73 32 3
Nashville 73 31 3 ll 73 177 218
Calgary 72 30 3 67 183 211
Edmonto 9 59 180 241

3 25
Note: Two points for a win, one point
for_overtime loss. Top three teams in
each division and two wild cards in each
conference qualify for playoifs.

x-clinched playoff spot
day’s games
Mcntrealz Bostonl SO
wa 4, Tampa Bay 3, SO

Caigary 3, Sandose 1.0

N.YRangers 4, Phoe

Los Angeles 3, Eniadeinria 2
Dallas 2, Winnipeg 1

Tuesday's games,

Los Angeles 5, Washington 4, SO

Florida 3, Ottawa 2,

Colorads 5. Nashuilia s, S0

st. Louis 5, Toronm

Phoenix 3, Pittsburgh 2

N.Y. Islanders 5, Carolina 4

Montreal 2, Buffal

Columbus 4, Beton2

Chicago 4, Dallas 2

San Jose 5, Edmonton 2

Wednesday's games

Vancouver at Minnesof

Philadelphia at N.Y. Rangers

Anaheim at Calgary

Thursday's games
Chicago at Boston
Phoenix at New Jersey

N.Y. Islanders at Tampa Bay
Carolina at Florida

Winnipeg at San Jose

Tuesday
Avalanche 5, Predators 4 (S0)

Colorado 12 0-5
Nashville 11 0-4
colorado won shootout 2-1
First d—. Nashville, Josi 10

(Bourque, “Crsmithy, 330, 2, ‘Nashville,
Josi 11 (Jarnkrok), 9:49. 3, Cc\oradc Lanr
deskog 22 (Stastny, MacKmnon),
Second Period: olorado, Yandes
og 23 (Stastny), B 1. 5, Nashville, Cuien
S(Elhs F\sher)
rado, McLeod 4

Coloy
(Duthane, BanoiD. 15:55 7 Nashilie, Cult
len 9 (Hornavist, Ellis), 15:17, 8, Colorado,
Holden 9 (Landeskog, Barrie), 16:01.
Shootout—Colorado 2 (Duchene NG,
Orellly G, Landeskog G Nashvile T
Uagnkrok G, Elfs NG, Josi NG
o Goni— Coloradb 3:9-13-3-28.
Nashvllle 1557433,
r-play opportunities—Colorado
0 ovo Nashvnleo
Coforado. Varlamov 35145
@ ot 25 Ses). Naahuile, Rinne 7
2 (28-24).
A=16,438 (17,113). T—2:42.

Islanders 5, Hurricanes 4

2
eriod—1, N.Y. Is\anders. Me-
Donald 7 (Hickey, Strome), 3:39
Islanders, Clutterbuck 11 (Balley. i
onic), Y. Islanders, Mcbanald 8
(de Haan, Hamonlc). N.Y. slandr
ers, Martin 6 (Czuczm key), 10:54.
§, Carolina, Skinner 27 oktionae, Har
son), 12:38'(pp). 6, Carolma. Loktionov 6
(Tlusty, Be\lemore)

o o Cam ina, Semin 22
(oSt Llee 32 (oo, Ry, islanders,
Martin 7(Sm)me, MCDO ﬂd) 16:57. 9, Car-
olina, Gerbe 16 (Jo.Staal, Hainsey), 1719,
Y. Islanders 14-9-

9—32. car

s—N.Y. Is-
Ianders 0 of PRSIy
Y. Islanders, Nilsson 4-5-2
4 saves). Carolina, Ward (9-6),
idobin 15- 2-0 (6:12 first, 23-21).
A—15,176 (18,680). T—2:33.

Kings 5, Capitals 4 (SO)

Los Angeles

Washington
Angeles won shootout 2-0

First Period—1, Washington, Ovechkin

47 (Carlson, Brouwer), 2:24 (pp). 2, Wash-

ington, Ovechkin 48 (Brouwer, Back-

slrom) 7:04 (pp
econd Period—3, Los Angeles, Rich-
ards 11 (Martinez, Muzzm). 2 53 (pp). 4,
Washington, Penner 14 (C.Brown), 17:18,
e Los Angeles - King 12
(D.Brown, WMltcheII). 5.6, Los Angeles,
Gaborlk $ (Toffoli, Muzzin), 8:41. 7, Los
D.Brown 14 (King, Stoll3, 12:55,
B Wachington. Kushetaos  (Ovechian,
Fehn), 19118 (k).
ootout—Los Angeles 2 (Kopitar G,
Earl:ter G), Washington 0 (Kuznetsov NG,
el
Shots on Goal—Los Angeles 7-11-15-
3-36. Wasl?lngt 5-10-4—27.
Pow

pportunlties—ios Ange-
ashmgton 20f4.
ngeles, Quick 25-15-2
(7 Shots.23. saves), Washington, Halak
28-11-6 (36-32).
A—18506 (18,506). T—2:49.

Blackhawks 4, Stars 2

Dallas
Chicago 1

First period—1, Chlcago Shaw 19
(Sharp, Toer/s)v

eviod—2, Chicago, Versteeg
12 (Keith, Seabrook), 4112. 3, Dallas, Gar-
butt 13 (segum, Jo.Benn), 10:56. 4, Chi-
10 (Sfarp, Shaw), Li

iod—5, Dallas, Garbutt 14
(Fiddler Roussel) 14:20. 6, Chicago, Hos-

26, 19:26 (en

hots on Goal—DaHas 8-12-7—27. Chi-
cago 16-14-12—

Power-i Dlay'ovportumhes—nal\as 0of

2 Chicago
—Dallas, Lehtonen 27-18-10 (41
shote-38 saves) Chicago, Crawford 29-
13-10 (27-25).
A—21,493 (19,717). T-2:31.

Panthers 3, Senators 2 (SO)
Ottawa 020 0-2

Florida 020 0-3
Florida won shootout 2-1

econd_Peri
(E.| Kar\sscn, Turris), 11:34. 2, Ottawa,
MacArthur 22 (Wiercioch, Tums), 16:11
(pp). 3, Florida, Bergenheim 15 (Camp-
beu Sagatach. 17354, Florida, Trocheek
3 pshall, Flegchmann() .
NG MRCPATE NG, Flofida s Crocheck &
Plrrl G).
Shots on Goal—Ottawa 20-12-5-2—39.
Florida 10 19-8-4—41.
lay oppnnunmes Ottawa 1

f 2

Goalles ottawa, Lehner 8-15-6 (41
shots-39 saves). Florida, Luongo 23-20-7
(39-37),

A—13,435 (17,040). T—2:43.

Blue Jackets 4, Red Wings 2

—S

Detroit 11 0-2
Columbus 2.0 2-4

First Pe Columbus, Johansen
28 (Jenner, W\smewskl). 135 (p). 2,
Columbus, Dubinsky 15 (Johnson, Wis-

niewski), 12:46 (pp). 3 Detroit, Nyquist 24
(Sheahan, Tat:
eriod—4, Detroit, Nyquist 25

d Period—5, Columbus, Atkinson

19 (Calvert, Dubmsk ), 6:58. 6, Columbus,
Johansen 39 (Wishiewski, 19:54 (em.

ots on Gual—Detrolt 10-10-13—33.

Columbus 6100325,

Power-play_opportui
of 2; Cnlumbus 2 of 4.

s—Detroit, Howard 17-17-11 (27

sl ots 24 saves). Columbus, Bobrovsky

(10-9), McElhinney 9-9-1 (0:00 second,

23-22).
A—15,103 (18,144). T—2:30.

ities—Detroit 0

Sharks 5, Oilers 2
San Jose

Edmomnn
First Period—1, Edmonton, peron 26
(Hall Petry), 4
second san Jose, Pavel-
kiS5 thiaricats Fharntony, 638 ¢ D). 3
San Jose, Marleau 31 (Pavelski, Burns),
957 (pp). 4, San Jose, Havlat 9 (Demers),

hlrd Peri oﬂ—S San Jose, Pavelski 36
(Boyle, Burns), 1:17 (pp). 6, San Jose, Pav-
elski 37 (The Ornmn‘ Sluart) :00.
erence, Eberle), 1:
ts on Goal—San Jose 11-17-f G 34.

-7-13—30.

rer-play opportunities—San Jose 3
of 3 CEdmanton 6 of
alies—San Niemi_36-14-7 (30
Igotsszs s;ves) Edmonton, scrivens 13-
13-4
A—16,839 (16,839). T—2:25.

Canadiens 2, Sabres 0
Buffalo
Montreal

Third Period—1, Montreal, Pacioretty
2 (Vanek, Desharnals) 10:! ontre-
al Briere 13 (Bourciue). 16:54 (pp).
hot: n_Goal—Buffalo 11-5-8—24.

ots o
Montreal 10-12-13—
Power-play op?urlu it
of 3 Montreal 1 o
—Buffalo, Hackett 1-1-0 (35
S Saves). Montreal, Price 30-18.5

—21,273 (21,273). T=2:25.
Blues 5, Maple Leafs 3
2

ies—Buffalo 0

St. Louis 2 1-5
'Iomnm 10 2-3
First Period—1, Toronto, Lupul 21

(KAt Garainen. 1:36 (g, 2,5t Louie,

Oshie 18 (Polak, Jackman), 18:55. 3, St.

Louts, Backes 25'(Oshie), 19:27 (Pp).
Second Peri od—2, St Backes

26 (ProangeIo-Staeh), 7:33. b st Louts,

&leen 31 (Shattenkirk, Bergiund), 1723
Third Period—6, Toronto, Ehnarason

3,4:39. 7, Toronto, van Riemsdyk 28 (Kes-

4.

, 1 . Cous, Backes
37 (osme Stoon), 18:53
st Couis 23-13-13—49.

Power-play u?vnnunities—st. Louis 1

of 3; Toronto

G —st Louis, Miller 23-24-4 (25
ots-22 saves). Toronto, Bernier 25-17-7

(48 44).

A—19,505 (18,819). T—2:43.
Coyotes 3, Penguins 2

Phoenix 21 0-3
Pinshnrgn 0 0-2
First Period—1, Phcemx, Moss
(Hanzal, MchII Pittsburgh,

n),
Jokinen'18 (Neal, Crosby). %iyiag (py ) 3,
Phoenix, Vermet oan, Boedker),
Laar (op). & Pmsburgh Pyatt 3 (Scuderl,
e 5.

Phoenix, Boedker

ne Pe iod—!

18 (Doan, Stone), 13:

~shots ‘on_Goal—Phoenix 11-8-10—29.
Pit sburgh 07825

ower-play opportu
of 5; Pittsburgh 1 of 1.
: es—Phoenix, Grei @5

saves) Pmsburgh F\eury 34-

ities—Phoenix 1

17 4 ( 26).
A— IB 632 (18,387). T—2:36.
Leaders
Scoring
Through March 25
GP G A PTS
Sidney Crosby, Pit 72 34 61
an Getzlaf, Anh 67 30 49 79
Phil Kessel, Tor 36 77
Tyler Seguin, Dal 70 32 43 75
Claude Giroux, Phi 71 24 74
Alex Ovechkin, Was 72
Corey Perry, Anh 71 37 35 72
Evgeni Malkin, Pit 60 23 49 72
Joe Pavelski, SJ 74 37 34 71

NatHan DeNeTTE, THe CanaDiaN PRress/AP

Toronto goalie Jonathan Bernier hugs the goal post as St. Louis

forward Brenden Morrow, second

from right, tries for the wraparound

past Maple Leafs forward Nazem Kadri (43) in third period of
Tuesday’s game at Air Canada Centre in Toronto. St. Louis won 5-3.
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Bills owner, AFL founder Wilson dies at 95

By Joun Wawrow
The Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Buffalo Bills owner
Ralph Wilson never forgot how he was
made to feel like an outsider for having the
audacity to challenge the NFL.

It was 1959, and Wilson had just invest-
ed $25,000 to join Lamar Hunt and Bud
Adams in helping establish the upstart
American Football League. Wilson and
the seven other owners were immediately
dubbed “The Foolish Club.”

“You'd go to cocktail parties back in
those days,” Wilson recalled in an inter-
view with The Associated Press in 2009, a
month before being inducted into the Pro
Football Hall of Fame. “And they’d look at
me like, ‘What kind of dope are you, going
into a new league?’”

Some 54 years later, Wilson was being
remembered as a “visionary” for playing
akey role in helping establish the modern-

Emphasis
to be placed
on conduct

By Barry WILNER
The Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — The NFL
will place a heavy emphasis
on enforcing its player conduct
rules, something Rams coach
Jeff Fisher calls “a front-of-the-
book issue.”

As the league’s spring meet-
ings wrapped up Wednesday with
Commissioner Roger Goodell say-
ing expansion of the playoffs next
season is possible, sportsmanship
— and lack thereof — was the
prime topic.

day game.

The Bills lost their sole owner, and the
NFL lost its last surviving AFL founder
and a person regarded as the league’s
“conscience” on Tuesday, when Wilson
died at his home in Grosse Pointe Shores,
Mich. Wilson was 95.

Bills president Russ Brandon announced
Wilson’s death at the NFL owners meet-
ings in Orlando, Fla.

“Ralph Wilson was a driving force in de-
veloping pro football into America’s most
popular sport,” NFL Commissioner Roger
Goodell said. “He brought his beloved Bills
to western New York, and his commitment
to the team’s role in the community set the
standard for the NFL.”

New York Jets owner Woody Johnson
called Wilson’s death “the end of a real im-
portant era.”

Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones
referred to Wilson as “one of the corner-
stones of the AFL.”

And in Buffalo, where Wilson’s influ-
ence resonated as the region’s patriarch of
professional football, he was being sorely
missed.

“He wasn’t my boss, he was my friend,”
Bills Hall of Fame coach Marv Levy said.
“He meant so much to the game that both
of us revered, and to the community of
Buffalo and beyond. It’s quite a loss.”

Wilson had been receiving home hospice
care, and had been in failing health since
having hip surgery in 2011.

Wilson gave up daily oversight of the
club on Jan. 1, 2013, when he relinquished
the president’s title to Brandon.

“No one loves this game more than
Ralph Wilson,” Brandon said. “It’s very
tough. What he’s’ meant to the entire orga-
nization. He’s our leader, our mentor our
friend. How he loves his players and loved
our community. Special guy. They just
don’t make them like Ralph Wilson.”

Wilson earned a well-established repu-

tation for loyalty to fans and the stands he
took against franchise relocation.

Though he butted heads several times
with late Oakland Raiders owner Al Davis,
it did not affect their friendship.

As Davis said in 2009: “There were a
lot of guys saying (Steelers owner Dan)
Rooney was the conscience. But certainly,
Mr. Wilson was more of a conscience of the
league.”

Wilson also earned the respect of his
players.

Bills Hall of Fame running back Thur-
man Thomas struggled with his emotions
when discussing Wilson.

“With Mr. Wilson’s passing today, it
hurts,” Thomas said. “So I'm going to miss
him, without a doubt. He used to call me
his favorite son.”

The franchise’s future is now in the hands
of Brandon and Wilson’s second-in-com-
mand, Bills treasurer Jeffrey Littmann.

LEAVING

AFGHANISTAN?

Don’t miss out on Privileged 0CONUS Pricing!
Exclusive Military Rebates

Order your new vehicle now. Take delivery Stateside.

# Quick Order Online: Choose from
the largest inventory in the world

# Build Your Vehicle Online:
Custom-order to your exact specs

# Lowest Price Guarantee*

# Worldwide Warranty Coverage

# Thousands serving the US in the
Mid East have already ordered!

# Contractors Welcome!

“We’re going to clean the game
up on the field,” said Fisher,
co-chairman of the influential
competition committee. “The in-
your-face taunting, those types
of things, the language. It’s all in
the (rule) book. It’s all under un-
sportsmanlike conduct. There’s
no change in our rule. We’re going
to enforce the current rule.”

That includes abusive and rac-
ist language.

“It includes everything, yes,”
Fisher said with emphasis.

He noted that everyone is fed
up when a lack of sportsmanship
occurs: owners, coaches, fans,
players.

“The NCAA is hoping for us to
do something about it and we've
got to take the lead,” Fisher said,
“and we’re going to do that.”

Also on Wednesday,
owners:

® Approved experimentation
with extra-point kicks from the
20-yard line for two weeks in the
preseason, but implementing lon-
ger PATs for the regular season
has been tabled.

® Adopted proposals to extend
the length of the goalposts S feet
to 35 feet to better determine if
kicks are good; to no longer stop
the clock on sacks; and to allow
video reviews on plays with a re-
covery of a loose ball on the field
even though the play had been
whistled dead.

! Visit @NCS.COM to speak with a sales rep online 24/7!

Product Questions ¢ Order Your Vehicle * Customer Service
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C icut’s Kaleena

Lewis is

Jessica Hi/AP

by Saint Joseph’s Kelsey Berger, left, during the

first half of their NCAA tournament second-round game in the Lincoln Regional on Tuesday. Top-seeded
Connecticut won 91-52 and will play 12th-seeded Brigham Young in the regional semifinals on Saturday.

Roundup

Unbeaten Connecticut rolls
into 21st straight Sweet 16

The Associated Press

STORRS, Conn. — Kaleena
Mosqueda-Lewis has struggled
this season with injury and ill-
ness. But everything felt fine on
Tuesday night.

‘UConn’s 6-foot junior scored 20
points, pulled down 10 rebounds
and had 10 assists to lead the Hus-
kies (36-0) to a 91-52 rout of Saint
Joseph’s in the second round of
the NCAA tournament.

It was the second triple double
for UConn this year, the third
in program history, and just the
14th in the history of the women’s
NCAA tournament.

“I'm fine now,” said Mosqueda-
Lewis, who missed 12 games this
season with an elbow injury and
later a bout with mononucleosis.
“Istruggled so much with my con-
fidence. Now, I'm confident and
I'm out there playing relaxed.”

She led five players in double
figures for the top-ranked Hus-
kies (36-0), who won their 42nd
straight game.

Breanna Stewart added 21
points and 11 rebounds, and Bria
Hartley also chipped in 20 points
for the defending national cham-
pions, who are trying to win a re-
cord ninth NCAA tournament.

Erin Shields and Sarah Fair-
banks each had 12 points to lead
Saint Joseph’s which finished the
year at 23-10. Natasha Cloud had
10 and six assists for the Hawks.

UConn will face 12th-seeded
BYU in Lincoln, Neb., on Satur-
day. The Cougars upset Nebraska
in the second round, sparing the

Huskies a date with the Corn-
huskers on their home court.

Mosqueda-Lewis connected on
eight of her 14 shots, and was 3-
for-5 from three-point range.

Stefanie Dolson added 17
points and six rebounds. She had
UConn’s other triple-double this
season, scoring 26 points, grab-
bing 13 rebounds and dishing out
11 assists in a win over Oregon.

Dolson scored off the opening
tip and UConn never trailed. A
pair of three-pointers from Jeffer-
son and Mosqueda-Lewis made it
8-0 and forced coach Cindy Grif-
fin to use her first timeout less
than two minutes into the game.

Texas A&M 85, James Madi-
son 69: Courtney Williams
scored 23 points and Karla Gil-
bert added 20 points with 15 re-
bounds to help the Aggies to a win
over the Dukes in College Station,
Texas.

The victory sends the third-
seeded Aggies to the round of 16
for the sixth time and their first
since 2012.

Louisville Regional

Maryland 69, Texas 64: Alys-
sa Thomas scored all 16 of her
points in the second half as the
fourth-seeded Lady Terrapins
(26-6) squeezed past the cold-
shooting Lady Longhorns in Col-
lege Park, Md., to reach the Sweet
16.

Maryland will face top-seed-
ed Tennessee in the regional
semifinals.

Louisville 83, lowa 53: Shoni
Schimmel had 26 points, seven
assists and five steals to help the
Cardinals (32-4) thump the Lady
Hawkeyes (27-9) in Iowa City,
Towa, to earn their fifth trip to the
Sweet 16 under coach Jeff Walz.

LSU 76, West Virginia 67:
Danielle Ballard had 22 points
and 15 rebounds, and the seventh-
seeded Lady Tigers (21-12) over-
came a late seven-point deficit, as
well as foul trouble, to upset the
No. 2 seed Lady Mountaineers
(30-5).

Stanford Regional

South Carolina 78, Oregon
St. 69: Aleighsa Welch had 21
points and 11 rebounds and Tif-
fany Mitchell added 20 points and
10 boards as the top-seeded Lady
Gamecocks (29-4) used their size
and athleticism to overwhelm the
No. 9 seed Lady Beavers (24-11)
in Seattle.

North Carolina 62, Michi-
gan St. 53: Freshman Diamond
DeShields had 24 points and a
season-high 12 rebounds to help
the Tar Heels (26-9) beat the
Lady Spartans (23-10) in Chapel
Hill, N.C.

Penn State 83, Florida 61:
Maggie Lucas and Dara Taylor
each scored 22 points to send the
third-seeded Lady Lions (24-7)
into the Sweet 16 with a win over
the Gators (20-13).

Penn State will play at No. 2
Stanford (30-3) on Sunday in the
regional semifinals.

Underdogs surprise
in Nebraska Region

By Douc FEINBERG
The Associated Press

Two rounds in the books of the
NCAA women’s tournament and
everything is almost going ac-
cording to seed, well except for
the Nebraska Regional.

Coming into the tournament
it seemed that UConn may have
the easiest road to the Final Four.
That path got potentially easier
with the upset of fourth-seeded
Nebraska and No. 2 seed Duke.

Don’t count UConn coach Geno
Auriemma among those looking
at it that way.

“I'm sure all the talk will be
for the next three days how, ‘If it
wasn’t going to be easy enough
for Connecticut to go to the Final
Four, now it’s going to be real
easy, because No. 2 and No. 4 are
out,” Geno Auriemma said. “That
would be kind of disrespectful to
the teams that are already there.”

While the Nebraska Regional
has 12 seed BYU and No. 7 seed
DePaul still standing, the other
three regions didn’t have too
many surprises.

The top four seeds advanced to
Stanford. Fifth-seeded Oklahoma
State joined the top three seeds in
South Bend, Ind. Seventh-seeded
LSU crashed the Louisville re-
gion by beating No. 2 seed West

Virginia. Then again, the Lady
Tigers did win at home.

It marked the first time since
2010 that two No. 2 seeds got
knocked out in the second round.

Home-court advantage could
be huge for Notre Dame, Stanford
and Louisville. The trio, which
are hosting regionals, have lost
one game combined on their own
courts this season.

Five things to watch for in the
regional semifinals.

Party crashers: BYU is
the biggest party crasher
to the Sweet 16. The Cou-
gars earned their first trip
to the regional semifinals with
a victory over Nebraska. The
Cougars’ reward — top seeded
UConn. Throw in seven seeds De-
Paul and LSU and there is some
intrigue. It’s not the same as the
men’s bracket which has three
double-digit seeds still standing.

“You start to understand that
the game is changing a little bit,”
Auriemma said. “It’s not automat-

ic anymore that if you're seeded
higher you're going to win. It’s
been rewarding to see teams play
greatbasketball and get rewarded
with wins and having new teams
in the regionals.”
Dominant one seeds: All
four one-seeds advanced
to the regional semifinals
with relative ease. Only
three times since the field ex-
panded to 64 teams in 1994 have
the top seeds not all advanced to
the Sweet 16. The last was in 2009
when ninth-seed Michigan State
upended Duke
Star power: Some of the
best seniors in the wom-
en’s game are still play-
ing. Chiney Ogwumike
(Stanford), Kayla McBride (Notre
Dame), Odyssey Sims (Baylor),
Alyssa Thomas (Maryland), and
Maggie Lucas (Penn State) were
all instrumental in getting their
teams to the Sweet 16.
Go west, young women:
North Carolina and Penn
State will have to make
cross-country journeys to
play in the Stanford regional after
opening up at home in the first
two rounds. It will be the first
time the Lady Lions have been in
the Pacific time zone this season.
The Tar Heels played out West
twice this season, competing in
a Thanksgiving tournament in
Mexico and taking on UCLA.

Top-seed South Carolina played
its first two games in Seattle and
will stay out West in between
rounds.

“We’re staying out on the West
Coast,” South Carolina coach
Dawn Staley said. “It doesn’t re-
ally make sense for us to fly 3,000
miles to Columbia to turn around
and have to leave the next day.
We have study hall and exams
being proctored and Skyping into
classes. We want to make sure
our student-athletes get the full
balance of basketball and mak-
ing sure they stay on top of their
school work.”

Top conference: The SEC
has five teams in the Sweet
16 with the ACC being the
next closest conference
with three advancing. It probably
didn’t hurt the SEC that four of
the five teams played the first two
rounds on their home courts.

Jae C. Hone/AP

Brigham Young’s Kylie Maeda (15) and Lexi Eaton (21) celebrate the
team’s 80-76 upset win over Nebraska in a second-round game on
Monday in Los Angeles. The 12th-seeded Cougars now face No. 1
seed Connecticut in the regional semifinals on Saturday.
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Games on AFN

No. 1 Arizona vs.
No. 4 San Diego State
AFN-Xtra
3 a.m. Friday CET
11 a.m. Friday JKT

No. 1 Florida vs. No. 4 UCLA
AFN-Sports
2:30 a.m. Friday CET
10:30 a.m. Friday JKT

Vols say they're no Cinderella story

By STEVE MEGARGEE
The Associated Press

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — The
do-or-die nature of the NCAA
tournament is nothing new to
Tennessee.

The Volunteers (24-12) have
been playing with virtually no
margin for error since late Febru-
ary, after they split their first 14
Southeastern Conference games.
That made them primed for the
postseason by the time they were
awarded an NCAA bid.

The 1ith-seeded Vols are
streaking into Friday’s Midwest
Regional semifinal against No. 2
seed Michigan (27-8) with eight
wins in their last nine games.
After beating Iowa in the First
Four, Tennessee ousted No. 6
seed Massachusetts and No. 14
seed Mercer.

“I think it did a good job of just
putting us on edge every day,”

No. 2 Wisconsin vs. No. 6 Baylor
AFN-Xtra
12:30 a.m. Friday CET
8:30 a.m. Friday JKT

No. Stanford vs. No. 11 Dayton
AF

-Sports
Midnight Thursday CET
8 a.m. Friday JKT

guard Josh Richard-
son said. “I think we kind of had
an advantage going into the Iowa
game because we’d been playing
the do-or-die games for a couple
of weeks at that point.”

The Vols dismiss the notion that
their rise from the First Four to
the regional semifinals is a Cin-
derella story, but they’ve enjoyed
responding to the skepticism that
surrounded them much of the
season.

“I wouldn’t call us a Cinderella
because we have guys who were
highly recruited outofhigh school,
and we have veterans,” Tennes-
see forward Jarnell Stokes said.
“I wouldn’t call us a Cinderella,
but it’s definitely motivation that
people have doubted us. We've
been in so many close games this
year, and we just haven’t found a
way to win up until now. This is
the right time to be winning.”

One month ago, Tennessee was
16-11 and in danger of missing

Cruck BurToN/AP

Tennessee guard Josh Richardson, right, celebrates Sunday after the Volunteers beat Mercer 83-63 to
advance to the round of 16. The 11th-seeded Vols play No. 2 Michigan on Friday.

the NCAA tournament. Critics of
Tennessee coach Cuonzo Martin
had even started an online peti-
tion to bring back former coach
Bruce Pearl, who has since been
hired at Auburn. The Vols used
that talk as motivation.

“We'’re just fighting for each
other, fighting for our coach
through all this,” Tennessee
guard Jordan McRae said. “We
Jjust make sure we stay together
as a family throughout this.”

Tennessee now looks like a
completely different team. The
Vols’ last eight wins have been
decided by an average margin of
20.9 points.

In their tournament opener,
the Vols trailed Iowa most of
the way before rallying for a 78-
65 overtime victory that ended
their season-long habit of losing
close games. Tennessee followed
that up with an 86-67 trouncing
of Massachusetts and an 83-63

blowout of Mercer.

Stokes has averaged 20.3 points
and 15 rebounds in three tour-
nament games. Richardson has
scored 19.3 points per game in
the tournament after averaging
9.2 points per game beforehand.
Senior point guard Antonio Bar-
ton hasn’t committed a turnover
in the tournament. Tennessee has
outrebounded tournament foes
by an average of 11 boards per

“I do think it was nerves the
first 10 minutes of that [Iowa]
game, just (thinking), ‘Man, we
are in the NCAA tournament,”
Marnn said. “We didn’t ﬂow rlght

. We lost
and then once we settled down
and especially got that thing in
overtime, we started to play well,
and we’ve been playing well ever
since.”

The change in Tennessee’s for-
tunes has introduced a different

side of Martin. For much of the
season, fans grumbled on talk
radio and message boards that
Martin didn’t show enough emo-
tion, particularly in comparison
to the gregarious Pearl. But he’s
let a little more of his personality
show lately.

Late in the regular season,
Martin sang a few bars of “One
Shining Moment” while talking
to reporters about how he played
that song for his team to remind
them the NCAA tournament re-
mained within reach. And as
Tennessee celebrated its victory
over Mercer, Martin captured the
moment by taking a selfie of the
team and putting it on his Twitter
account.

Martin claimed he had never
taken a selfie before someone
brought up the idea Sunday night.

“My daughter has taken 1,000
of them,” Martin said, “but not
me.”

Proud: Beilein leads team back to second straight round of 16

FROM BACK PAGE

as a teacher and a coach and part of his job
is to prepare his players for life.”

One of the ways Beilein tries to accom-
plish that is by inviting military personnel
to speak to his team.

Navy pilot Natesh Rao met Beilein in
2010 when he took his team to Europe,
and they 've kept in touch with occasional
emails.

“He always writes back, which is one of
the ways you know he’s genuinely appreca-
tive,” Rao said. “It’s not just lip service.”

‘And when Rao went to a Michigan prac-
tice last year, Beilein put him to work, ask-
ing him to teach his players how to stand at
attention so that they would be ready to do
it before each game.

“Before every season, we talk about how
we’re going to conduct ourselves during
the national anthem,” Beilein said. “To me,
that’s not a little thing. That’s a big thing.

“I always remind the guys that when the
national anthem is playing, just remember
there’s people freezing their tail off on a
hill in Afghanistan while you're getting
ready to play a game.”

After choosing to play basketball in col-
lege instead of serving his country, the na-

Morry GasH/AP

Michigan head coach John Beilein, center,
smiles as he directs his team during a
practice session last week in Milwaukee.

tive of Burt, N.Y., graduated from Wheeling
Jesuit in 1975.

Beilein’s first coaching job was at Erie
(N.Y.) Community College in 1978 and he
went on to lead Nazareth, LeMoyne, Ca-
nisius, Richmond and West Virginia with-

‘He always writes back,
which is one of the ways
you know he’s genuinely
appreciative. It’s not just
lip service. ?

Natesh Rao

Navy pilot who kept in touch with Coach John
Beilein after being invited to practice

out ever serving as an assistant coach.

Michigan fired Tommy Amaker and
hired Beilein in 2007 and he has stayed in
one place longer than any stop since being
at LeMoyne College from 1983 to 1992.

“I just thought of that,” Beilein said. “We
really like it here, but I don’t think I'm
ever comfortable because we're always
searching for ways to be better coaches
and mentors.”

Beilein might have done his best job of
leading any team this season.

After losing Burke and Tim Hardaway

out forward Mitch McGary needed back
surgery in December that likely ended his
season.

The Wolverines won the Big Ten title
outright — by three games — for the first
time since 1986, two years after sharing
the conference championship. He helped
them earn a spot in the NCAA tournament
in 2009 for the first time since 1998.

Michigan has won two NCAA tourna-
ment games this year, advancing to the
round of 16 in consecutive seasons for the
first time in two decades, to make Beilein
the sixth active coach with at least 700
victories.

After reaching the Final Four for the
first time in his career, Beilein is moti-
vated to get back to college basketball’s
showcase.

“People have told me you get hungrier
if you've been there, and I would agree
with that,” he said. “We’re not resting on
anything, but we're very focused on Ten-
nessee. They’re an experienced version of
Texas and I’'m not sure we’ve seen anyone
quite like them in our league.”

Freelance writer Matthew Coles in Salt Lake City

Jr. to the NBA as under stand-

ntributed to this report.
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Aztecs’ X factor emerges

Thames' clutch play has San Diego State in Sweet 16 round

By BERNIE WILSON
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO
an Diego State’s journey to just its second Sweet 16 ap-
pearance began the day point guard Xavier Thames
traded the wheat fields of eastern Washington for the
beaches of Southern California.

“I think everybody would take the beach,” said Thames, who
will lead the fourth-seeded Aztecs against top-seeded Arizona in
the West regional semifinals Thursday night in Anaheim.

Thames started his college career at Washington State, having
signed his letter of intent before coach Tony Bennett left Pullman
for Virginia. He played his freshman season and then transferred
to San Diego State, which had been on his top-five list while he
was recruited out of Pleasant Grove High in Sacramento.

Funny, then, that San Diego State’s road to the Sweet 16 went
through Spokane, which is 90 miles north of Pullman. The senior
Thames scored 30 points and had five assists in leading the Az-
tecs to a 63-44, third-round victory against North Dakota State.
Two days earlier, he had 23 points and five assists in an overtime
victory against New Mexico State.

“I’'m just glad I'm here at San Diego State,” Thames said. “It’s
been a blessing, no doubt about that, coming here and having the
success we’ve had the past few years. It’s been great.”

The quiet Thames doesn’t call attention to himself. His coach
and teammates are more than happy to do that.

“He’s playing right now, in games like he had in Spokane, at an
elite level,” coach Steve Fisher said. “You hope you can get some-
one to do that. But he’s played defensively and with his brain all
season. It’s well-documented when he wasn’t shooting it really
well, he went 170-some-odd minutes without a turnover, guarded
the best player on the perimeter on the other team, great help
defender, all of that.

“But now when he’s scoring the ball the way he has in some of
these games, he’s as good as any guard in the country.”

Thames leads the Aztecs with 17.4 points and 3.3 assists per

ame.
In the last five games, he has 26 assists and only seven
turnovers.
Aside from a three-game slump midway through the Moun-
tain West Conference season, Thames has had a great season.

He was voted the conference player of the
year and to a spot on the all-defensive
team. He’s stepped up in big mo-
ments, including in wins at Kan-
sas and against Creighton P
and Marquette as the Az-
tecs won the Wooden
Legacy tournament -
in Anaheim.

“That’s what
youre  sup-
posed to do,”
said  Fisher,
who has the
Aztecs in the
NCAA tourna-
ment for a school-
record fifth straight
season.  “Everybody
aspires to do it. Talking
about it and doing it are
sometimes two different things.
Xavier has that quiet confidence,
and he’s not going to say, ‘Me, me, me,
me, me,” and pound his chest. The most out-
side exemplifications of his energy are he’ll
occasionally put three fingers up if he makes
one. But he’s not trying to draw attention to
himself with theatrics.”

His teammates would hate to think about
where the Aztecs would be — or rather,
wouldn’t be — without Thames.

“I couldn’t imagine,” forward Dwayne
Polee 11 said. “X is such a great player and
great teammate and great friend. We're
blessed to have X on this team.”

Forward Winston Shepard, the Aztecs’
second-leading scorer, agrees.

“I’'m not sure. I don’t know,” Shepard said.
“He’s big-time, man. He’s been a great play-
er for us all season and he makes good plays
in the clutch.” |

San Diego State’s
Xavier Thames

ELaNe THomPsoN/AP

Pass deflections becoming a big key on D

By JouN MARSHALL
The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Defense-minded
college basketball coaches love to
praise players for deflections, a
statistic that many swear by even
though it isn’t officially tracked.

“Deflections tells you how
much energy you’re playing with
and how active your hands are,”
Arizona State associate head
coach Eric Musselman said. “If
you lack deflections, then you're
probably not being a very aggres-
sive team and you probably don’t
have very active hands.”

Blocked shots, steals and the
opponent’s field-goal percentage
can be misleading, the coaches
say. But deflections measure
whether players stay close to their
man or the ball and that they are
active in passing lanes. And get-
ting deflections can not only lead
to turnovers, it takes the offense
out of its rhythm.

“You would hope that it led to
a turnover, but at the end game,
you’re at least disrupting the op-
ponent,” Cincinnati coach Mick
Cronin said. “But you don’t neces-
sarily have to get the turnover.”

Though deflections don’t show

up in the box score, many coach-
es have a team manager or some-
one on the staff keep tabs during
games and in breaking down film
to see if their defense is active
enough.

And coaches say they are the
best defensive stat.

Getting a lot of steals can be
great, but sometimes that means
taking chances and being out of
position. Fail to come up with the
ball and the other team could be
racing off the other direction for
alayup.

Same thing with blocked shots.
Get a lot of ’em, it’s great, but go
after every shot and miss a lot,
the team is vulnerable to offen-
sive rebounding.

Shooting percentages and turn-
overs are usually solid stats for
defensive prowess. Still, those
numbers can be skewed, too; the
opposing team could just be miss-
ing open shots or being careless
with the ball.

Get 40 deflections in a game
— the benchmark for most teams
— and youre going to win the
game almost every time.

“There are so many things
that the casual fan doesn’t under-
stand, things like deflections that

ERric Gav/AP

North Carolina Central forward Jay Copeland, right, tries to deflect
a pass from lowa State forward Georges Niang during their NCAA
tournament second-round game on Friday in San Antonio.

don’t show up in the box score but
are important because they lead
to something,” longtime coach
and television analyst Bill Frie-
der said. “Not only do you stop a

possible basket, you might get a
basket.”

Though not every team tracks
deflections, many of the best
teams in the country play an ag-

gressive style of defense, get-
ting their hands on lots of balls
to disrupt the opponent’s offense
and create opportunities for
themselves.

Louisville won a national
championship last year thanks, in
part, to its in-the-jersey defense.
Virginia Commonwealth has be-
come a mid-major power with its
relentlessness on defense, leading
the nation in steals and forcing
turnovers with quick hands.

Michigan State is in the Sweet
16 for the 12th time in 17 seasons
because of its active defense.
Arizona has been arguably the
nation’s best defensive team this
season and heads to the Sweet 16
this week as a popular pick to win
it all after overwhelming Gonza-
ga with its arm-waving pressure
in Sunday’s third-round game.

“When you think of teams like
San Diego State, VCU, Louis-
ville, those teams create offense
through their defense and it starts
with being active, playing with
a great deal of energy, guarding
the ball tightly and having active
hands,” Musselman said.

Tracking deflections, at least to
many coaches, is the best way to
figure out if that’s happening.
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Yeguete
isn’t just
statistics

French forward does
dirty work for Gators

By Mark LonG
The Associated Press

GAINESVILLE, Fla.
ill Yeguete is one valuable
player for top-seeded Flor-
ida. You just have to dig a
little deeper than statis-
tics and box scores to see how much
he means to the Gators.

The 6-foot-8 senior forward from
Bordeaux, France, is what coach
Billy Donovan calls a “dirty work
guy,” doing things in the press and
the paint that rarely make head-
lines or highlight clips.

But his tenacity and toughness
were on display in the third round of
the NCAA tournament Saturday. Yeg-
uete had eight points, four rebounds,
an assist, a steal and a blocked shot
in the 61-45 win against ninth-seeded
Pittsburgh.

“He just does so many different things
in the press. He’s such a great cover guy
with our defense. He’s a great help de-
fender,” Donovan said. “He’s the epitome
of a guy that when you look down at the stat
sheet it’s hard to have a level of apprecia-
tion for him. ... He really impacts winning.

“He impacts the game in a very, very
positive way for us, and what he does is re-
ally, really rare.”

Yeguete and Florida (34-2) return to
the court Thursday night against fourth-
seeded UCLA (28-8) in the South Region
semifinals in Memphis, Tenn. It’s another
chance for Yeguete to go mostly unnoticed
— at least to outsiders.

Yeguete has the size and athleticism to
play the front of the press, trap all over the
court and defend anyone from a guard to
a center. And he’s regularly diving on the
ground for loose balls, taking charges and
willing to sacrifice offensive fame for de-
fensive fortitude.

On Monday, he was fittingly wearing
a white Gators T-shirt with “Intensity
Counts” printed on the front.

His numbers — Yeguete is averaging
4.9 points and 5.1 rebounds — are far less
telling.

But considering how things went for
Yeguete the last two years, just being on
the court and contributing on a regular
basis are accomplishments.

“It’s exciting for me just being able to
play, just being able to be out there for the
postseason,” Yeguete said. “That’s what
1 fight for, that’s why I've been working
every single day.”

Yeguete missed the final nine games in
2012 because of a broken right foot, and
Florida went 4-5 without him. He was
hoping to play had the Gators advanced
to the Final Four, but they blew a double-
digit lead against Louisville in the regional
final.

Yeguete faced more adversity last year
while dealing with tendinitis in his right

PueLAN M. EBeNHACK/AP

Florida forward Will Yeguete yells after scoring against Pittsburgh during Saturday’s
third-round game of the NCAA tournament in Orlando, Fla.

knee most of the season. The pain got so
intense in early February that he opted
to have arthroscopic surgery to remove
floating chips and cartilage. He missed six
games, wasn’t the same when he returned
and ended up needing another surgery
after the season.

While he seemingly has lost some leap-
ing ability, he’s still been a consistent re-
bounder and a dependable defender.

“It’s hard to find,” Donovan said. “It’s
hard to find guys that really kind of hang
their hat on being kind of a dirty work guy,
and it’s hard sometimes because certainly
it doesn’t really give them a lot of head-
lines. He’s not a headline guy. But he really
does a lot for our team.”

Yeguete has never gotten a lot of atten-
tion in Gainesville. He was born in France,
but grew up playing soccer in Ivory Coast.
He picked up basketball late and really fell
inlove with Florida while watching Joakim

Noah lead Florida to back-to-back national
titles in 2006 and 2007. He moved to Flor-
ida Air Academy in Melbourne, Fla., be-
fore his junior year of high school and met
teammate Scottie Wilbekin while playing
Amateur Athletic Union ball.

Wilbekin quickly realized that Yeguete’s
game was far from flashy.

“He’s been that way since I met him,”
Wilbekin said. “He has a knack for it. He
gets tough rebounds, gets his hands on tips
and has a nose for the ball. He seems to get
it when other players wouldn’t. It’s just an
attitude. When you have it, you don’t really
realize it because it just comes natural. He
has it.”

Yeguete has no plans to change his style,
either — preferring to alter games without
necessarily scoring points.

“Those plays impact the game and win-
ning,” he said. “I’'m not the only one doing
those things. ... It’s a whole team effort.”

Bears used
to stepping
up during

postseason

By STEPHEN HAWKINS
The Associated Press

WACO, Texas — Cory Jefferson figures
not too many people really know just how
good Baylor has been in postseason play.

Not even the senior forward had put
into perspective what the Bears have done
until asked this week about their 17-3 post-
season record over the past six seasons,
which now includes a third NCAA Sweet
16 appearance.

“I'd say it’s a very low percentage, con-
sidering I didn’t even know about the 17-3
until just now,” Jefferson said. “It’s not re-
ally something that I kept up with, but that
sounds like a pretty good record to me.”

That is an .850 postseason winning per-
centage, better than any other Division I
team with multiple NCAA appearances in
that six-season span. Before those three
NCAA tourneys in five years, the Bears

made it to an NIT
‘ championship game at
I think it Madison Square Gar-
denin 2009 —then won

says that that title last season.
we can “I think it says that
we can compete at a
comp_e‘e high level, and against
at a high the best, and we’re one
level, and  of the best,” said Scott
. Drew, Baylor’s win-
agalHSt ningest coach with 204
the best,  winsin his 11 seasons.
y Baylor (26-11), the
and we're No. 6 seed in the West
one of the Regional, plays No. 2
best.” seed Wisconsin (28-7)
on Thursday in Ana-

Scott Drew | .. i
heim, Calif.

Baylor coach " The Bears also made

it to NCAA regional
semifinal games in 2010 and 2012, winning
both before losing in the regional final each
time to the eventual national champ.

“This year, we had a lot of ups and
downs, but we peaked at the right time,
and we’re still going,” senior guard Brady
Heslip said Tuesday. “Not a lot of people
thought we were going to make the tourna-
ment, let alone the Sweet 16. The Sweet 16
wasn’t our goal, so we're still playing for
our goal.”

Kentucky is 17-4 (.847) in postseason
games since 2009 with a national title two
years ago. Baylor beat the Wildcats 67-62
in December at the Dallas Cowboys’ mas-
sive NFL stadium, and the two could have
a rematch there in the Final Four if both
teams win two more games.

Stanford is 10-2 in postseason games
since 2009, but its two wins to get to this
season’s Sweet 16 are the only ones in the
NCAAs. The Cardinal were the 2012 NIT
champions, and won another game in that
event last year. There was also a CBI tour-
ney appearance in that stretch.

The Bears have won 12 of 14 games
since early February, when they were 2-8
in the Big 12. The latest was that surpris-
ingly easy 85-55 victory over Creighton on
Sunday night.

“It was obviously tough times, going
through 2-8, but the great thing about our
team is nobody lost hope,” Jefferson said.
“Everybody still believed that even while
we were 2-8, that we could make it to the
NCAA tournament.”
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Michigan coach John Beilein has tried to instill in his players the importance of respecting the sacrifices of U.S. miilitary serving around the globe, including standing at attention
during the national anthem. Beilein has invited military personnel to speak to the team, including teaching them how to stand at attention properly.

Standing proud ¢

Michigan’s Beilein instills importance of respecting military

By LARRY LAGE
The Associated Press

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Michigan coach
John Beilein has had a successful career
and family life, raising four children with
his wife of 30-plus years and winning 700
games.

Beilein does, though, wish he went into
the military as many members of his rela-
tives did — and do — including extended
family members who helped to inspire
the Oscar-winning Steven Spielberg film
“Saving Private Ryan.”

“That’s one of my regrets,” Beilein said
in a telephone interview. “It wasn’t cool in
1971 to go into the service.”

Beilein tries to make up for his regret by
teaching his players to respect the sacri-
fices made by men and women across the
globe.

Before the second-seeded Wolverines
face 11th seed Tennessee on Friday night in
Indianapolis, they will be expected to stand
at attention during the national anthem be-
cause Beilein makes them work on it.

“He had some men from the armed

[
{ \ 1 always
“ 4 remind the
) F guys that when
- the national
anthem is

»  playing, just
s remember
ol there’s

people
forces come early to practice last year and freezing their
teach us,” Utah Jazz rookie Trey Burke = =
recalled this week. “From then on, he ex- t_all off on a hill
pected us to stand tall and have our hand in Afghanistan

on our heart to show respect.
“He always taught us that it’s the little
things that matter.”

while you're
getting ready

That’s one of many reasons Michigan ath- to play
letic director Dave Brandon is glad Beilein a game. 14
is leading the proud-again program. John Beilein

“He’s way more than a basketball coach-
coach,” Brandon said. “He sees himself

SEE PROUD ON PAGE 26
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